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PB0C££DIN6S  AND  DEBATES 


OF 


THB  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THC  THIRD  SESSION  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY 

OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  19,  1814. 


A  PROCLAMATION 
Bif  ikePreiident  of  ike  XJniUd  Statu  of  Americtu 

WImtom  gnat  aod  weighty  mmtten,  daiming  the 
eonaidentioii  of  the  CongiMi  of  tb«  Unitod  States, 
Ibrm  an  extraordinaxy  oecaakin  for  ooavening  them,  I 
do,  by  theae  preaenti^  appoint  Monday,  the  nineteenth 
day  of  September  next,  for  theb  meeting  at  the  City 
of  Waahington ;  hereby  leqniring  the  leepeetive  Sena* 
tora  and  Repieaentatiyea  then  and  there  to  aeMmUe  in 
Congreii,  in  older  to  receive  aoch  eommnnicationa  as 
may  then  be  made  to  them,  and  to  conanlt  and  deter- 
mine on  each  meaanree  aa  in  their  wisdom  may  be 
deemed  meet  for  the  welfare  of  the  United  States. 

In  testimony  whereo(  I  have  caosed  the  aeal  of  the 
PI  United  Statea  to  be  herennto  affixed,  and 
L       *'■     signed  tiie  same  with  my  band. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Waahington,  the  eighth  day  of 
Angnat,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one  thonaand  eight 
hnndred  and  fourteen,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  the  thirty-iiinth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President: 

JAMES  MONROE, 

Stentary  of  State. 

Monday,  September  19, 1814. 

Conformably  to  the  above  Proclamation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  the  8th  of  Au- 
gust last,  the  third  session  of  the  Thirteeoth  Con- 
gress commenced  this  day  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, and  the  Senate  assembled. 

paaaBirr: 

JoBSPH  B.  VARHuif,  from  Masaaehasetts. 

Jbremiab  B.  Howell,  from  Rhode  Island. 

JoNATBAB  RoBiNSOB,  from  Vermont. 

Abbbr  Lacock  and  Jonatban  Roberts,  from 
Pennsylvania. 

OuTEBBRiDOE  HoRSBY,  ffom  Delaware. 

Richard  Brebt  and  William  B;  Giles,  from 
Virginia. 

Jambs  Tdrner,  from  North  Carolina. 

John  Qaillabd,  from  Sooth  Carolina. 

Cbablbs  Tait,  from  Georgia. 

Jbbsb  Bledsoe,  from  Kentveky. 

JosBPB  Akdebsoh  and  Jbbsb  wbarton,  from 
Tenneiate. 


I     Jeremiah  Morrow  and  .Thomas  IVoRTBXJiOr. 
ton,  from  Ohio. 

Jambs  Browh  and  Bluids  Frombntiji,  from 
Loaisiana. 

John  Gaillard,  President  pro  tempore^  re- 
sumed the  Chair. 

Thomas  W.  Thompson,  appointed  a  Senator 
bjr  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  place  of  Nicholas  Giiman,  deceased,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Blbdbob, 

ReMolved^  As  the  former  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate has  departed  this  life,  that  the  t^hief  Clerk 
do  act  as  Secretary  thereof  until  one  shall  be  ap« 
pointed. 

Whereupon,  the  oath  prescribed  by  law  was 
administered  to  Samuel  Tubnbb,  jr. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Amdbrson,  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  acquaint  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives that  a  quoruiii  of  the  Senate  is  assembled, 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robinson,  Messrs.  Robin- 
son and  Vabnum  were  appointed  a  committee  on. 
the  part  of  the  Senate^  together  with  such  com- 
mittee as  may  be  appointed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives on  their  part,  to  wait  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  notify  him  that  a 
quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and 
ready  to  receive  any  communications  that  he 
may  be  pleased  to  iliake  to  them. 

The  Pbbsioent  commuuicated  the  following 
letter  from  the  President  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read : 

WASBiveToir,  S^iembet  17,  i814. 

8n :  The  destruction  of  the  Capitol,  by  (he  enemy, 
haTing  made  it  necossary  that  other  acc^ounodations 
shonid  be  provided  for  the  meeting  of  Congiess,  Cham- 
bars  f<Nr  the  Senate  and  for  the  House  of  Representap 
tlves,  with  other  leqnisite  apartment*,,  baTe  been  fitted 
up,  under  the  direction  of  the  Sofemitendent  of  the 
City,  in  the  public  building  herei«w«  sUotted  for  the 
Post  and  other  public  office..  ^^^^^  MADISON. 

The  Pbbsidsxt 
Of  ike  SenmU  ef  tk0 
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Od  motion,  by  Mr.  Yarhuk,  it  was  ag;reed  that 
when  the  Senate  adjoarn  it  be  to  5  o'clock  this 
erening. 

The  Qsaai  resolation  was  adopted  forsapplyiog 
Senators  with  newspapers,  and  then  the  Senate 
adjoarned. 

Pufe  o*ciock  in  the  Evening. 

The  number  of  Senators  present  not  being  sof* 
ficient  to  constitute  a  quorum,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

TuBsnAT,  September  20. 

William  W.  Bibb,  from  the  State  of  Qeorgiai 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Frombrtin,  two  hundred 
copies  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  two  hundred  copies  of  the  rales  for  conduct- 
ing business  in  the  Senate,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed  and  bound  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  in 
the  form  they  hare  heretofore  been. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa tires 
informed  the  Senate  that  a  ouorum  of  the  House 
of  Representatires  is  assembled  and  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  business.  They  hare  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  their  part  to  join  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  rne  Senate,  to  wait  on  the 
jhreatdent  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  inform  him 
that  a  quorum  of  the  two  Houses  is  assembled, 
and  ready  to  receive  any  communications  he  may 
be  pleased  to  make  to  them. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  a  committee  was 
appointed  agreeably  to  the  43d  rule  for  conduct- 
ing business  in  the  Senate,  and  Messrs.  Lacock, 
HowBLL,  and  Morrow,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  WoRTBiNOTOM  submitted  the  following 
motion : 

Eeeoived,  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congress  durins  the 
present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shall  in- 
terchange weekly. 

Mr.  Robinson  reported,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee, that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  President  informed 
the  committee  that  he  would  make  a  communi- 
cation to  the  two  Houses  this  day.  at  12  unlock. 

Mr.  HowBLL  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration,  which  was  read: 

Eeaohedj  That  Mountjoy  Bayly,  Doorkeeper 
and  Serj^ot-at-Arms  to  the  Senate,  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  employ  one  assistant  and 
two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  such 
serrlces  as  are  usually  required  by  the  Doorkeeper 
of  the  Senate;  which  expense  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  contingent  fund. 

Ordered^  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Frombntim,  a  committee 
wna  appointed  agreeably  to  the  22d  rule  for  con- 
ducting busii^ess  in  the  Senate ;  and  Messrs.  Fao- 
HsmriRiTRoaupaoN,  and  Blbdsor,  were  appointed 
llie  committee. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  following  Me«sage  was  reoeired  from  the 
PaBBinBMT  or  tbhr  Umitbp  Btatmb  : 


Fellow<iiixen$  of  the  Senate 

and  noute  of  Binremniaiivee  : 

NotwilbelaiMKag  the  saiiy  day  which  had  been  fixed 
lor  year  wamam.  of  the  present  year,  I  was  indnoed  to 
esll  yon  together  still  sooner,  as  well  that  any  inade- 
qnaey  in  the  existing  pronnons  for  the  wants  of  the 
TreasQiy  might  be  sapplied,  as  that  no  delay  might 
happen  in  providing  for  the  result  of  the  negotiations 
on  root  with  Great  Britain,  whether  it  shonld  reqnire 
arrangements  adapted  to  a  return  of  peaoe,  or  fnrtber 
and  mose  eflectire  pfonaons  for  pioeecutiag  the  war. 

That  leeult  is  not  jet  known.  If^  on  one  hand,  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  m  Conneal,  and  the  general  pacifi- 
cation in  Europe,  which  withdrew  the  occasion  on 
which  impmssiiients  from  American  Teeseh  were  prmc- 
tked,  snayest  expectalieps  that  peace  and  aoiitj  may 
be  re-established,  we  were  compelled,  on  the  other 
hand,  by  the  lefasal  of  the  British  Goremniflnt  lo  ac- 
cept the  etfsrsd  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia ; 
by  the  delays  in  giving  eflfect  lo  its  own  proposal  of  a 
direct  negotiation ;  and,  above  all,  by  the  princ^ee 
and  manner  in  which  the  war  is  new  aeowedlj  earned 
on,  to  infer  that  a  spirit  of  hoatilitj  is  indulged  more 
violent  than  ever  against  the  rights  and  pTa^eri^  of 
thisceuBtiy. 

This  incwased  violenes  is  best  espkined  h^  Ike  •»• 
impettsnt  eiicumslaoees,  thai  Ike  gMal 
rspe  for  an  equilihrtum  gnaianteetaig  all 
against  the  ambition  of  any,  has  been 
any  cheek  en  the  etrihsaring  power  of 
ontheoesaa;  and  it  has  left  in  her  hands 
aimam— te  with  which,  forgetttng  lhe.diffoaliiaB  eT  a 
remote  war  with  a  free  people,  and  ^ishthif  to  the  i»» 
4oxioation  of  sueoess,  with  the  sBSMle  of  a  great  «io> 
tim  to  it  before  her  ey«ss,  she  dMriskes  hopes  of  mSH 
further  aggraadishig  a  Pdwer  already  foraiidable  in  its 
abuses  to  the  timnquiUity  ef  the  oiriliEcd  and  commer- 
cial world. 

But,  whatever  may  have  inspired  the  enea^  wkh 
these  more  viofont  purposes,  the  pnMie  eooaciis  of  a 
natioo,  mora  aMs  lo  maintain  th«B  it  vraa  to  acquire 
its  independence,  and  with  a  devotion  to  it  rmmd&nd 
more  ardent  by  the  experience  of  its  blessings,  can 
never  deliberate  but  on  the  means  most  efibeiaal  for 
defeating  the  oxtimvagant  views  or  unwarrantable  pas- 
sions with  which  alone  the  war  can  now  be  pursued 
against  us. 

In  the  events  of  the  prsssnt  campaign,  the  enemy, 
with  all  his  aagmenled  means,  and  wanton  use  of 
them,  hss  little  ground  for  exaltation,  unleai  he  can 
feel  it  in  the  success  of  hii  recent  enterprises  sgainst 
this  metropolis  and  the  neighboring  town  of  Atoxan- 
dria,  from  both  of  which  his  reCreals  were  as  predj^tate 
as  his  attempts  were  bold  and  fortunate.  In  his  otiMr 
incurrions  on  our  Atlantic  frontier,  his  progreai,  often 
checked  and  chastirad  by  the  martial  spi^t  of  the 
neighboring  citizens,  has  had  more  eieet  in  iliifiest'mg 
individuals,  and  in  dishonoring  his  arms,  than  in  pro- 
moting any  object  of  legitimate  warfore.  And,  in  the 
two  instances  mentioned,  however  deeply  to  be  re- 
gretted on  our  par^  he  will  find  in  his  transient  suc- 
cess, which  interrupted  for  a  moment  only  the  ordinary 
public  business  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  no  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  character  with  the  worid,  by 
his  violations  of  private  property,  and  by  hit  deetmo* 
tion  of  public  edifices,  protected,  as  monaments  of  Ae 
arts,  by  the  laws  of  civilised  warfore. 

On  our  side,  we  can  appsaf  lo  a  series  of  achieve 
ments  which  have  given  new  Insera  la  the  rtmsihisu 
Besides  the  brilliant  incidents  in  the 
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openitiolift  of  «b«  wmptif ,  Hm  tptoadid  ^lni« 
f  hiiii  on  the  Csndiui  liile  of  tiie  Niagaittt  by  tlio 
Aaoric—  Ibretf  uwfor  Ifaijtr  Goatml  Biown,  und 
Brigodien  8ooU  and  GaiiMo,  hftvo  f  auMd  for  tiwN 
beroasy  and  thoir  •mnJaliiig  oompoaioM,  the  laoet  «b* 
fiiding  laaiek;  ondy  having  triamfhantly  tested  the 
progreeetve  diecipUne  of  the  Aaencan  aoldiezy,  have 
taught  the  enemy  that  the  longer  he  protracts  hie  hoe- 
tile  efiorts,  the  more  certain  and  decisive  will  be  his 
final  discomfiture. 

On  oar  southern  border,  victory  has  continued  also 
to  follow  the  American  standard.  The  bold  and  skll* 
All  operations  of  Msjor  General  Jackson,  conducting 
troops  drawn  ftom  the  militia  of  the  States  least  dis- 
tant, particularly  of  Tennessee,  have  subdued  the  prin* 
cipal  tribes  of  hostile  savages,  and,  by  establisluttg  a 
psaea  with  them,  pMoeded  by  reeent  and  exemplary 
<:haatiaement,  has  best  guarded  against  the  misdnef  oif 
their  cMparatien  with  tile  Bntash  enlarpites  which 
nu^  h»  plumed  agaiiisr  thai  f  «arter  of  o«v  eooatiy* 
tmipoHMX  tiibea  o{  IndittM  en  our  Korthweatsfn  fron* 
tier  have  also  aooedod  to  atip^lario—  whieh  biad  thflm 
to  the  interests  of  the  United  8tatee»  and  to  consider 
our  enemy  as  theirs  also. 

In  the  recent  attempt  of  the  enemy  on  the  dtv  of 
BtiUaiore,  deftnded  by  mflitia  and  volnnteen^  aided 
by  a  small  body  of  regnhrs  and  seamen«  be  was  re- 
citkmA  with  a  spirit  wMeh  produced  a  rapid  retreat  to 
his  ships ;  whilst  a  eonenrrent  attack  by  a  large  fleet 
was  awoeesfuHy  reaieisd  by  tbestaady  and  well  diieoted 
fiM  of  the  fort  and  batteries  opposed  to  it 

In  another  recent  attach  by  a  powerful  Ibroe  on  our 
troope  at  Plattsburg,  of  whieh  regulan  made  a  part 
only,  the  enomyt  after  a  perseverance  for  many  hourst' 
was  finally  compelled  to  seek  safety  in  a  hasty  retreat* 
with  our  gallant  bands  pressing  upon  him. 

On  the  Lakes,  so  much  oontested  throughout  the 
war,  the  great  exertions  for  the  command  made  on  our 
part  have  been  well  repaid.  On  Lake  Ontario,  our 
eqnadron  is  now,  and  has  been  for  some  time,  in  a 
eonditton  to  confine  that  of  the  enemy  to  his  own  port, 
and  to  fovor  the  operations  of  onr  land  forces  on  that 
frontier. 

A  part  of  the  souadnm  on  Lake  Erie  has  been  ex- 
tended into  Lihe  HttfOB*  and  haa  ptodweed  the  advan- 
tage of  displaying  our  command  on  that  lake  also. 
One  obfect  of  the  expedition  was  the  reduction  of  Mack- 
inaw, which  failed,  with  the  loss  of  a  few  brave  men, 
among  whom  was  an  oflicer  justly  distinguished  for  his 
gallant  exploits.  The  expedition,  ably  conducted  by 
both  the  land  and  the  naval  commanders,  was  otherwise 
highly  valuable  in  its  effects. 

On  Lake  Champlain,  where  our  superiority  had  for 
aome  time  been  nndispated,  the  British  squadron  lately 
oame  iaio  aation  with  tiie  American,  cooimanded  ^ 
Captain  Macdeaoni^.  It  issoed  in  the  caploie  of  the 
whale  of  the  enemy's  shipe^  Tho  beet  praiee  for  this 
officer^  and  hie  intrepid  oemradee,  is  in  the  likanese  of 
his  trinoBph  to  the  ilittatriens  victory  which  immortal- 
iied  another  ofiioer,  and  established,  at  a  critical  mo- 
ment, onr  command  of  another  lake. 

On  the  ocean,  the  pride  of  our  naval  arms  has  been 
amply  supported.  A  second  frigate  has  indeed  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  but  the  loss  is  hidden  in 
the  bla2e  of  heroism  with  which  she  was  defended. 
Captain  Porter,  who  commanded  her,  and  whose  pre- 
vious career  had  been  distinguished  bv  daring  enter- 
prise end  by  fertility  of  genius,  maintained  a  sanguin- 
aiy  contest  against  two  ships,  one  of  them  superior  to 
his  own,  and  vnder  other  severe  disadvantages,  tiB 


immanity  ^ve  doam  the  eolera  whieb  "nkoit  had 
ftalhaaasl.  Thb  effletr  and  hie  brave eemmdaihavs 
added  mnch  le  the  rinag  riny  ef  the  American  iag» 
and-hnve  awritad  all  llie  enisione  ef  grtlilude  wUah 
their  oonrtry  is  ever  vaady  ta  listtfii  on  the  ehaapimim 
of  ita  rii^ta  asd  o£  ita  safety. 

Two  amalier  irassrii  of  wv,haea  aiso  beeoBta  atins 
lo  the  eneM;  bnt,  by  aaopevkiriiy  of  foreewldn  aaf- 
fioiently  vindiealas  the  rapaaiillatt  of  their  eoounawlara ; 
whibttsvD  Blhsts,  one  eooiaMnded  by  Captain  War- 
rington, the  other  by  Captain  Blahely,  have  caplniwl 
Britiah  ships  of  the  same  daaa.  With  a  galatttry  and 
good  eonduet  which  entitle  them  aftd  their  eon] 
to  a  jnat  share  la  the  praise  ef  their  eomtry. 

In  spite  ef  the  naval  foiea  of  tfio  enemy  i 
on  ear  eeaals,  mm  private  cvniMni  alsa  hi 
to  annoy  hia  eommene,  and  to  bring  their  rich  priaaa 
into  onr  ports;  esmribntiog  thna,  wfth  other  pioofe»  le 
demonstrate  the  incompetency  and  illegality  of  a  Uoek- 
ada,  the  prodansitioii  of  whkii  ia  made  the  pretext  for 
eeodag  and  diseosMigfaig  the  eamMereo  of 
POwen  wilfa  the  United  States. 

Tomeet  the  exiSBdad  and  divaialiad  wiHkre 
ad  by  theenaniy,  gnat  bodlaaof  ndtttia  have  been  talmi 
into  earviee  for  the  poMie  defonea^  and  gnat  axpanasfe 
iaenrred.  That  the  iNfenee  ovaiywhere  may  be  hath 
BMW  OBBveniant  and  mere  eeonomieal,  Congreae  wB 
aeo  the  naeassity  of  iaunedrnte  measures  for  filing  the 
ranks  of  the  mgvkr  Amy,  and  ef  enlmglpg  the  M- 
viaion  for  spsnial  eeqM,  aMMinted  and  nnanniiaid,  in 
be  engaged  for  longer  peiioda  of  eetviee  than  are  daa 
freaa  the  militia.  I  eaameatiy  renew,  at  the  aaaae  thne^ 
a  recommendation  vi  snch  changes  in  the  system  ef 
the  militia,  a%  by  cfaMaing  and  diaeipHningfor  the  moit 
prempt  and  active  eesvioe  the  portions  asost  eapahia  of 
n,  will  give  to  that  great  reeonree  for  the  pnbUo  safely 
aU  the  reqniaite  energy  and  efficiency. 

The  moneys  reoerved  into  the  Treasury  dttring  tha 
nine  months  ending  on  the  90th  day  of  Jnaa  laat, 
amounted  to  thir^-two  millions  of  doUan,  of  which 
near  eleven  millions  were  the  proceeds  of  tiie  public 
revenue,  and  the  remainder  denved  from  loans.  The 
disbursements  for  public  expenditures  during  the  sama 
period  exceeded  thirty-four  millions  of  dollan,  and  left 
in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  day  of  July,  near  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  The  demsnds  during  the  remainder 
of  the  preeent  year,  already  authariaad  by  Congreea, 
and  the  expenses  incident  to  an  extension  of  the  op«r- 
afions  of  the  war,  will  render  it  necessary  that  largo 
sums  should  bejprevided  to  meet  them. 

Frem  this  view  of  the  national  afihirs,  Coogresf 
will  be  urged  to  take  up,  without  delay,  aa  well  tho 
sabject  of  pecuniary  supplies  aa  that  of  mlfitary  force, 
and  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  the  extent  and  the 
character  which  the  war  has  assumed.  It  is  not  to  be 
disguised  that  the  situation  of  our  country  calls  for  ita 
greatest  effi>rts»  Our  enemy  is  powerfiil  in  men  and 
in  money,  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Arailing 
himaelf  of  fortuitous  advantages,  he  is  aimin|r>  with  hia 
undivided  force,  a  deadly  blow  at  our  growing  pro*, 
parity,  perhapa  at  onr  national  existenee*  He  haa 
avowed  liis  purpose  of  trampling  on  the  osageaof  civil- 
ized wariare,  and  given  earnests  of  it  ilt  the  plunder 
and  wanton  destruction  of  private  property.  In  hia 
pride  of  maritime  dominion,  and  in  his  thirst  of  com- 
mercial monopoly,  he  strikes  with  pecuUar  animoaity 
at  the  progress  of  our  navigation  and  of  our  mu&ufao- 
tnres.  Hb  barbarous  policy  has  not  even  spared  those 
monuments  of  the  arts  and  modeb  of  ^^j^JT^  J^^h 
oar  country  had  enriched  and  embeffi-hed  it.  tn^t 
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■MlmpoSit.  Fiom  ioeh  an  adveimy,  hmltiHtyt  i&  ^ 
gfCitMt  force  and  in  ita  wont  fimna,  may  be  looked 
§n»  The  American  people  will  Amo  it  with  the  nn- 
dannted  gpirit  whieh  in  tiieir  Serohitioneiy  atragfle 
deftatad  hit  nnrighteoiia  pojtea.  His  threata  and  hie 
baibaritie%  inatead  of  diamaj,  will  kindle  in  ereiy 
beaoni  an  indignation  not  tobe  estingoiahed  bnttn  the 
diiaater  and  ezpolaion  of  aodi  erad  invaden.  In  pio* 
Tiding  the  meana  neceaiaiy,  the  National  Legiriatnie 
will  not  diatrnat  the  hexoic  and  enlightened  patriotiam 
of  iti  eonatitnenta.  They  will  dioCTfiillj  and  pnmdly 
bear  e?ery  burden  of  every  kind  which  the  aalety  and 
honor  of  the  nation  demand.  We  have  aaen  them 
everywhere  paying  their  tazea,  diract  and  indirect, 
with  the  greateat  pramptneaa  and  alacrity.  We  aee 
them  mahing  with  enthiiaiaam  to  the  aeenea  where 
dttiger  and  daty  call.  •  In  ofiering  their  blood,  they 
give  the  anreat  pledge  that  no  odwr  tribute  wiU  be 
withheld*  '^ 

Having  forborne  to  declare  war  nntU  to  other  ag» 
gTMHona  had  been  added  the  capture  of  nearly  a  thon- 
aand  American  veaaela,  and  the  impreaament  of  then- 
eanda  of  American  aeaforing  dtiieiiB,  and  ontil  a  final 
declaration  had  been  made  by  the  Govennnent  of 
Great  Britain,  that  her  hoatilo  <nden  againat  onr  eom- 
aMTce  wonld  not  be  revoked,  but  on  conditiona  aa  im- 
poaaible  aa  nnjnat;  whilat  itwaa  known  that  theae 
offdera  would  not  otherwiae  ceaae^  but  with  a  war 
which  had  lasted  neniy  twenty  years,  and  which,  ac- 
cording to  appearancea  at  that  time,  might  last  aa  many 
flMre;  having  manifeated,  on  eveiy  oecaaiony  and  in 
every  proper  mode,  a  sincere  desire  to  arreat  the  eflh- 
aion  of  blood,  and  meet  our  enemy  on  the  ground  of 
juatice  and  reconciliation,  our  beloved  country,  in  atill 
ofipoaing  to  his  persevering  hostility  all  its  eneigiea, 
vraui  an  undiminiahed  dinpoaition  toirards  peace  and 
firiendship  on  honorable  terma,  must  carry  vrith  it  the 
good  wishes  of  the  impartial  world,  and  the  beat  hopea 
of  support  from  an  omnipotent  and  kind  Providence. 

JAMS8  MADISON. 

WASBixoToy,  S^t,  80, 1814. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  five  hundred  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


Wednesday,  September  21. 

Dudley  Chaoe,  from  the  State  of  Vermont; 
Obadiah  Germ  an,  from  the  State  of  New  York ; 
Robert  H.  Goldsborouqh,  from  the  State  of 
Maryland ;  and  David  Stone,  from  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  severally  took  their  seats  in  the 
Senate. 

The  President  comroooicated  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
ing that  the  time  for  tbe  payment  by  purchasers 
of  public  lands  in  that  Territory  may  be  extended 
to  two  years  on  each  instalment,  and  that  all 
arrearages  of  interest  may  be  released  to  tbe  pur- 
chasers; also,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  reducing 
the  price  of,  and  subdividing  certain  quarter  sec- 
tions, for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  tbe  memorial ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Morrow,Bled8oe.Tbomp80n,  Grace,  and  Tait, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  Chap- 


lains waa  rand  the  sseoBd  tine,  and  conaadered  a» 
in  Comnittee  of  the  Whole;  and,  noameodiBeBC 
huYing  been  proposed,  tbe  President  reported  it 
to  the  Hoose  aeeordingly ;  and  on  the  qnestm, 
Shall  this  resolution  be  en|[T08sed  and  rend  n  third 
time  f  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire. 

The  resolution  authorizing  Moantjoy  Bayly  to 
emploY  one  assistant  and  two  horses  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole ;  and  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, the  President  reported  it  to  the  Hoose  ac- 
cordingly ;  and  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  he 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time.  And  by  annni- 
moiu  consent}  the  resolution  was  read  Uke  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WoaTBiNOTON  submitted  the  foUowing 
notion  for  coastdeffation : 


Hesoissd;  Thetsenroehefdie 
dent  of  the  United  States  w  lelntaa  to  the  nilitia  of 
the  Unilad  States^  be  rsfcned  to  a  oeleeC  conoiitlee, 
wfth  leave  to  lepoit  by  bill  or  otherwiae. 

Mr.  Giles  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Remhed^  Thataomnehof  theMeaaageof  thePken- 
dent  of  the  United  States  aa  ralatea  to  militaiy  a&irs^ 
be  referred  to  a  aelect  committee,  with  leave  lo  lepoit 
by  bill,  bills^  or  otherwise. 

The  resolotion  for  the  appointneot  of  Chap- 
lains was,  by  unanimous  consent,  read  the  third 
time  and  passed,  as  follows : 

Reiolvedf  That  two  Chaplains,  of  different  de- 
nominations, be  appointed  to  Congress,  during 
the  present  session,  one  by  each  House,  who  shaU 
interchan^  weekly. 

On  mottoo,  by  Mr.  Bledsoe,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  revise  the  standing  rules  of  the  Sea- 
ate,  with  leare  to  report  such  amendments  and 
additions  thereto  as  they  may  deem  expedient; 
and  Messrs.  Bleosos,  Giles,  YARNDii,BiaB,  and 
Brown,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Tbdrsdat,  Septanber  9S. 

John  Condit,  from  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Bledsoe,  from  the  committee  appointed 
yesterday  to  revise  the  standing  roles  of  the  Sen- 
ate, made  report ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  for  consideration. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  TaoMPaoN, 

iZefolned,  tifumtmoMily,  That  the  nenhers  of 
the  Senate^  from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing 
every  mark  of  respect  doe  to  the  nenory  of  the 
honorable  Nicaouis  Gilman,  deceased,  late  a 
member  thereof,  will  go  into  mooming  for  him 
one  month,  by  the  usual  mode  of  wearing  a  crape 
round  the  left  arm. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  so 
much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  relates  to  the  militia,  and  agreed 
thereto;  and  Messrs.  Worthinqton,  Varndm, 
Lacock,  Cbacb,  and  Anderson,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day for  the  appointment  of  a  eommittee  on  so 
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fOch  of  tbc  M«BMige  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  relates  to  military  affairs,  and  agreed 
thereto;  and  Messrs.  Qilbb,  Browk,  Turner, 
Bibb,  and  Gsrman,  were  appointed  the  com* 
m  it  tee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bledsoe, 

Resolved,  That  each  member  of  the  Senate  be 
Tur Dished  with  a  copy  of  the  last  printed  register 
of  the  officers  of  the  Armr  of  the  united  States; 
and  also  with  a  copy  of  the  last  printed  register 
of  the  officers  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Q1LB8  submitted  toe  following  motion  for 
consideration :  * 

Mtsokedt,  That  a  oommittee  ba  appointed  to  iaqvire 
into  the  sUto  of  preparations  for  the  defcnce  of  the 
City  of  Washingioii,  and  whether  any  farther  pro- 
pistons  by  law  be  neoessai^  for  that  object,  with  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwue. 


Friday,  September  28. 

David  Daggett,  from  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Washington  Bridge 
Company,  praying  compensation  for  the  injury 
done  the  bridge  on  the  24th  August  last,  by  a 
military  force  of  the  United  States,  for  reasons 
stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Brent,  Giles,  and  Tait,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Brent  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Eastern  Branch  Bridge 
Company,  praying  reimbursement  to  the  com- 
pany for  the  loss  of  the  bridse,  which  was  de- 
stroyed, on  the  24ih  August  Fast,  by  a  military 
force  of  the  United  States,  for  reasons  therein 
stated ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Frombntin  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion: 

Baokfedt  That,  in  fartherance  of  the  resolution 
agreed  to  by  the  Senate  on  Ihe  18th  of  April  last,  there 
be  printed  in  fotore  as  many  eopies  of  the  documents 
ordered  to  be  nrinted  by  the  Senate  as  there  are  printed 
copies  of  the  Journal  <^the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  GiLsa,  it  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Frombntin,  Wortbinoton,  and 
OiLBB,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  report  of  the  select 
cemAiktee  appointed  to  revise  the  standing  rules 
of  the  Senate;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bledsoe, 
the  report  was  amended  ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Anderson,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to  Monday  nexc  • 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester^ 
day  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  state  of  the  preparations  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  City  of  Washington ;  and  on  motion, 
bjr  Mr.  WoRTHiNGTON,  the  motion  was  amended 
and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Reaohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 1 


fairs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
preparations  for  the  defence  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, and  whether  any  further  provisions  by 
law  be  necessary  for  that  object,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  naval  affairs,  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise ; 
and  Messrs.  Tait,  Howell,  Daggett,  Frombn- 
tin, and  Morrow,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Giles  submitted  the  following  motion  : 

Beaohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate 
such  information,  hi  his  posesssion,  respecting  the  ex- 
isting slate  of  the  relations  between  the  United  Stotes 
and  Uie  Continental  Powers  of  Europe,  as  he  may  deem 
not  improper  to  be  communicated. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


MoNDAT,  September  26. 

John  Taylor,  from  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Lan- 
caster, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  pledging 
themselves  that  soifable  accommodations  shall  be 
provided  for  the  President  and  both  Houses  of 
Congress  and  for  the  other  public  offices,  in  case 
a  removal  to  that  borough  should  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient; and  the  resolutions  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  revise  the 
standing  rules  of  the  Senate  ;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  WoRTRiNGTON,  the  consideration  thereof  was 
further  postponed  to  Wednesday  next 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion, 
submitted  the  23d  instant,  reouesting  information 
respecting  the  state  of  the  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  the  continental  Powers  of  Eu- 
rone ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  GoLOBBORonoB  submitted  the  following 
motion  for  coasideration;  which  was  read. 

Resobftd,  That  a  committee  of  three  memben  be 
appointed,  who,  with  three  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  be  appointed  by  that  House,  shall 
have  the  direction  of  the  money  appropriaW  to  the 
purchase  of  books  and  maps  lor  the  use  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  GtoLDBBOBOOOH,  it  was  read 
a  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  the  President  re- 
ported it  to  tne  HoQf  e  accordingly.  The  resolu- 
tion was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time  ;  and  it  was  read  the  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed.  Messn.  Golob- 
BOBOOGH,  Fbomentin,  and  Tait,  were  appointed 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Presiobnt  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  President  of  the  Washington  Library,  with  a 
resolution  of  the  directors,  offering  the  use  of  the 
library  to  the  members  of  Congr^s-,  which  was 
read. 
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Mr.  From ENTiif,  from  the  commiitee  to  wbon 
was  referred  the  motion,  sabmitted  the  33d  in- 
stant, directiii^  an  additional  anmber  of  oopie«  to 
be  printed  oi  the  public  doc  amenta,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

A  messaee  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiFes  concur  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
of  the  21st  instant,  for  the  appointment  of  Chap- 
lains; and  have  appointed  the  Rererend  Oba- 
DiAH  B.  Brown  Chaplain  on  their  part. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  "Act  supplementary  to 
the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  establish  tha  Trea- 
sury Department ;"  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  Uhited  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .* 

I  transmit  to  Congress,  for  tiieir  information,  copies 
of  a  letter  firom  Admiral  Cochrane,  commanding  His 
Britaanic  Majesty's  naval  force  on  the  American  sta- 
tion, to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  his  answer,  and 
of  a  reply  from  Admiral  Cochrane. 

JAMES  MADISOir. 

SarrxxBia  26,  1814. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read. 

Tuesday,  September  27. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion,  submitted  the 
23d  instant,  directing  an  additional  number  of  the 
public  documents  tobe  printed,and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Chaplain  on  their  part ;  and,  on  the  ballots  haring 
been  counted,  it  appeared  that  the  Reverend  Jssan 
Lee  had  a  majority,  and  was  elected. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  galleries  were 
cleared,  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Chamber 
closed. 


Wednesdat,  September  28. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  considen^on  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  appointed  to  revise 
the  standing  rules  of  the  Senate;  and  the  eon- 
aideration  thereof  was  fiirthar  poatponed  to  Tuea- 
day  next. 

*  . 

Thorsdat,  September  38l 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  fnm 
Thomas  Leipeff  President  of  the  Common  Coon- 
eil  of  the  citv  of  Philadelphia,  and  Liberty  Browne, 
Preddent  ot  the  Select  Council,  enclosing  resolu- 
tions of  those  bodies,  ''  That  in  case  Conffreas 
should  deem  a  remOTai  from  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington necessary,  under  existing  circumstances, 
they  will  proride  suitable  places  for  their  aeeom- 
modation,  as  well  as  that  of  the  other  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government,  and  the  offices  attached 
to  them." 

The  letter  and  resolutions  were  read,  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  and  Directors  of 
the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria  hare  leare  to 
withdraw  their  memorial  presented  at  the  last 
session. 


Oa  request,  Mr.  Brsht,  was  caeosed  from  the 
committee  to  whom  were  Teferrcd  the  ia«moriais 
of  the  President  and  Direeton  of  the  W«alitD|^on 
and  Eastern  Branch  Bridge  companies;  mud  Mr. 
B1.BD8OB  was  appointed  in  place  of  Mr.  Bki 


Fridat,  September  30. 

The  Prbsidsnt  communicated  a  letter  from 
Richards  and  Mallory,  booksellers  of  GFeorgetown, 
offering  the  use  of  their  books  to  the  members  of 
the  Senate  during  the  present  session  whteli  was 
read. 

Mr.  Bledsoe  called  up  the  memorial  and  reso- 
hitiQM  of  the  LegislMare  of  the  State  of  Keo- 
toeky,  relative  to  the  diTislon  line  between  that 
State  and  the  State  of  Tennessee,  presented  oa 
the  15th  Febmary  last;  and,  on  his  motion,  they 
were  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
fire  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise.  Messrs.  Bimnsos,  An Dsaaoii , 
Daoobtt,  Giles,  and  Brown,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Germak  presented  the  petition  of  David 
M.  Clarkson  and  others,  citizens  of  New  Tork, 
praying  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank, 
for  reasons  therein  stated ;  and  the  petition  was 
read. 

Mr.  Bledsoe  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resohedf  That  the  Senate  will,  on  ^—  next,  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  a  Secretwy  of  the  Seasta. 

Satdrdat,  October  1. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  submitted  yes- 
terday, respecting  the  election  of  a  Secretary  of 
the  Senate ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to  Thursday  next. 

Mohdat,  October  3. 

William  Hill  Wblls,  from  the  Siaie  of  Dela- 
ware, took  bis  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Tatlor  presented  the  petition  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  districts  of  Chesterfield,  Kershan,  and 
Lancaster,  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and 
of  the  coonty  of  Anson,  in  the  Stale  of  North 
Carolina,  praying  for  the  ealablishtteot  of  eertaia 
post  routes  and  peat  offices,  for  Masons  therein 
stated ;  and  the  petitiott  was  read. 

Mr.  Laoock  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Reaohed^  That  a  camiaittae  be  appeiaisd  te  m^anv 
and  report  U>  the  Seoale  the  ezteat  of  the  iajaiy  dene 
the  Capitol  and  other  public  boildiaEa  of  the  Uoitad 
States,  by  the  eaeoiy;  the  best  means  of  pnsMrinf 
from  further  damage,  by  the  wealher,  the  masibs  of 
those  edifices,  sad  the  ezpedieacy  of  aa  appcopiistion 
Ibr  repairing  the  same. 

FOEEION  RBLATIONa 

The  following  Message  was  receired  from  the 
President  op  tbb  United  States  : 

7o  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  I>epsit^ 
ment  of  Stata^oomplyiag  with  their  rseolatton  of  th» 
36th  nlliao. 

JAMES  MADI80K. 

Oevosaa  S,  ltl4. 
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Victory  on  Ijake  (3uMtnplain» 


Sbmats. 


Ds^JLBTKSiTT  OF  StATX,  Oct  if  1814. 

Th«  niid^iiifnedt  aotisg  m  SacMUrjr  of  8ut«»  lo 
ivhom  wu  referred  the  reeolotioo  of  Uie  Senate,  re« 
qoeeting  the  Preeident  to  ctuie  to  be  Uid  belbre  the 
sienete  fuch  information  in  hii  poesewion,  respecting 
the  existing  state  of  the  relations  hetwoen  the  United 
States  and  the  Continental  Powers  of  Europe*  as  he 
may  deem  not  improper  to  be  communicated,  has  the 
bonor  to  report: 

That  the  relations  of  the  United  States  with  the 
Continental  Powers  of  Europe  continue  to  be  those  of 
peace  and  amitj ;  nor  is  there,  so  far  as  is  known  to 
this  DepMtment,  reason  to  believe  that  an  unJaTormble 
^diange  is  Mhely  to  take  plaee. 

Measwee  hwse  been  taken  to  eootiaae  e«r  diploma* 
tie  ralatkNw  with  Fmaee  under  tbm  exieling  Govern* 
ment,  and  to  renew  thooa  with  8pain»  wiiieh  has* 
l>een  for  a  time  interrupted  by  the  peculiar  okeam* 
fltanoea  of  thai  ooanlfy.  Diplanatic  relatlecw  aia  also 
maewed  with  the  ttaited  Proweaa  of  the  Low  Genu* 
triea.  The  new  Govemmaot  has  seat  an  Envoy  Ex- 
traordinary and  Minister  PJenipotentiaiy  to  the  VaUed 
States,  who  has  been  received. 

With  the  other  Powers  of  the  Continent  of  Eujcopoi 
our  relations  have  undergone  no  change  sinco  (he  laat 
Hon  of  CQugreas. 

All  which  is  respectftilly  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Tba  PnnaiaBiiT  ofiJk  U.  & 


Tuesday,  October  4. 

Jeremiah  Mason,  from  the  State  6f  New 
Hampshire,  took  bis  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coosideration  of  the 
report  of  the  select  committee  appointed  to  revise 
the  standing;  rules  of  the  Senate ;  and,  on  the 
question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion, 
submitted  yesterday,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  inquire  iuio  the  extent  of  iojvry 
done  the  Capitol,  and  other  public  edifices,  by 
the  eoemv,  and  the  best  means  of  preserviog  them 
from  furiber  damage,  by  the  weather;  and  agreed 
thereto,  and  Messrs.  Lacock,  Tatlob,  Varnum, 
Anderson,  ao4  Btsa,  were  appotmed  the  com- 
mittee. 


Wbonrsdat,  October  9. 

The  Senate  spent  the  day  in  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business. 


VICTORY  ON  LAKE  CHAMPLAIN. 

Mr  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, reported,  ia  part,  the  Miowisf  resolutioos, 
which  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing: 

Reeolntions  expressive  of  of  the  eeaae  of  Congieas  of 
the  gallant  coadnot  of  Captain  ThosMo  MaedoMogli^ 
the  oflkers.  aeamen,  marinesv  and«iafattti3r  mma^ 
as  marines,  oa  board  the  United  Slalee'  e^uadeoA  wm 
Lake  Cham  plain. . 

Retoived,  by  the  Senaie  and  Hmtm  of  ReprumtO' 
im$  of  ike  ifkUedStaiu  t^Ammrka  m  Ceitfreie  of^ 
9tmbkd^  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  and  we  eama 
are  hereby  presented  to  Captain  Thomas  Macdonoagh, 
and,  through  him,  to  the  officers,  petty  officersp  se» 
men,  marines,  and  infantry  serving  as  marines,  attach* 
ed  to  the  squadron  under  his  command,  for  the  decisive 
and  splendid  victory  gained  on  Lake  Champlain,  on 
the  11th  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  over  a  British  squadron  of 
superior  force. 

Ruohed^  That  th«  Freeidant  of  the  Uailetl  States 
bo  requested  to  eause  gold  medals  to  he  atraek*  em- 
blematical of  the  action  between  the  two  sqaadione^ 
and  to  present  them  to  Captain  Macdonough  and  Ca^ 
tain  Robert  Henly,  and  also  to  Lieutenant  8tepha» 
Caasin,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  most  honorable  la 
them ;  and  that  the  President  be  further  requested  to 
present  a  silver  medal,  with  suitable  emblems  and  de- 
vices, to  each  of  the  eommiasioned  oflloers  of  the  Navy 
and  Army  serving  on  board ;  and  a  sword  to  each  of 
the  Midshipmen  and  Sailingmasters,  who  so  nobly  dis- 
tingubhed  themselves  in  that  memorable  conflict. 

Raohed,  That  the  President  of  Ae  United  Stataa 
be  requested  to  present  a  silver  medal,  with  Hke  em- 
blems and  devices,  to  the  aeaeest  male  relativo  of 
LieuUnanl  Peter  Gamble*  and  of  LieatenanI  John 
Stansbury,  and  to  oommunicate  to  them  the  desij^  W9* 
grot  which  Congress  feel  ibr  the  loss  of  those  gsMart 
men,  whoee  names  oaght  toliva  in  the  reeettecliett  a«l 
affection  of  a  gialelol  eoaitfiy* 

iKeao^d;  That moniha'  pi^  be  allowed,  ea- 

olnsivel/  of  the  common  attoweAce*  to  all  the  pM^t 
offieeas*  seamea,  mariaea,  and  infaaliy  aamaf  aa 
mariaest  who  so  glerioasly  snpporled  the  honor  af  tho 
Amarioatt  flag  on  that  mamoiahle  day t 

Mr.  Tait  also  commmiioaied  a  letter  fram  the 
Secretary  of  the  MiTy,  toftther  with  copies  of 
documents  in  relatioo  to  the  Tictory  obtained  bf 
the  United  States'  squadron,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Thomas  Macdonough.  orer  that  of 
the  enemy,  on  Lake  Champlain ;  wnich  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  he  printed  for  the  use  of  tiM 
Senate. 


TaiMtsAAT,  October  6^ 

CBBiaropsaa  Gosa,  from  the  State  of  Masaa- 
chusette;  Wiluam  Huntbr,  from  the  State  of 
Rhode' Iitland  and  Providence  Plantations;  and 
Rorira  Kino,  from  the  State  of  New  York,  sev- 
en)! y  atteoiied.  * 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  bv  Mr.  BLBoaoa,  the  30th  Sep- 
tember; and,  the  blank  having  been  filled,  the 
motion  was  agreed  to,  as  fc^llows: 

IU$olvedf  That  the  Senate  will,  oa  Thursday 
next,  pfuceed  to  ih»  election  of  a  Secretary  of  the 
Senate. 


Friday,  October  7. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con* 
gress  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Thomas 
Macdonough,  the  officers,  seameo,  and  marines, 
and  infantry  serving,  as  marines,  on  hoard  Ihe 
United  States'  squadron  on  Lake  Champlail^ 
were  read  the  second  time,  and  soosidered  as  in.  • 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendmeai 
having  been  proposed,  the  President  reported  them 
to  the  House  accordingly;  and  the  resolojjona 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  t«w^ 
time. 
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The  resolutions  were  then  read  the  third  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed  unanimootly. 

Mr.  WoRTRiNGTON  submitted  the  following 
motion : 

ReBohed,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  refarrad 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislators  of  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, be  instnieted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
extending  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land 
wamnts ;  and  that  they  haTe  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qobb. 

Eetolved,  unammously^  That  the  Senat^  from 
a  sincere  desire  of  testifying  their  respect  for  the 
long  and  faithful  services  of  their  late  Secretary, 
Samuel  A.  Otis,  Esq.,  who  performed  the  duties 
of  that  office  with  punctuality  and  exactness,  from 
the  commencement  of  this  Government  until  the 
close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  will  go  into 
mourning  for  one  month,  in  the  usual  method  of 
wearing  crape  round  the  left  arm. 

"^MR.  JEFFERSON'S  LIBRARY. 
Mr.  QoLDSBORouGH,  from  the  joint  eomnittee 
on  the  Library  of  Congress,  reported  a  joint  reao- 

latiun  empowering  the  committee  to  contract  for 
the  })nrchase  of  the  library  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  late 
President  of  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  Con- 
gress; and  the  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  GoLDSBOBonGB,  the  resolu- 
tion was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  i  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

The  report  is  aa  follows: 

*'  That  they  have  received,  through  Mr.  Samuel  H. 
Smith,  an  o&r  from  Mr.  Jederson,  late  President  of 
te  United  SUtea,  of  the  whole  of  his  library  for  Con- 
gvsa%  on  sudi  terms  as  they  consider  highly  advan- 
tageous to  the  nstion,  and  worthy  the  distinguished 
gentleman  who  tenders  it.  But  the  means  plaeed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  committee  being  very  limited,  and 
totally  inadequate  to  the  purchase  of  such  a  Hbraiy  as 
that  now  oifored,  the  committee  must  have  recourse 
to  Congress  either  to  extend  their  powers,  or  adopt 
such  other  aa  they  may  think  most  proper. 

**  Should  it  be  the  sense  of  Congress  to  coniide  this 
matter  to  the  committee,  they  respectlully  submit  the 
Ibllowing  resolution : 

."  Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representor 
tives  of  the  Umted  States  of  America  in  Congress  os- 
sembud,  That  the  joint  library  committee  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authoriaed 
and  empowered  to  contract,  on  their  part,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  library  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  late  President  of 
th«  United  States,  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 


MoNDAT,  October  10. 

Geobqe  Walker,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Executive  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  place  of 
George  M.  Bibb,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  be  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
submitted  the  7th  instant,  directing  the  committee 
on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana 


Territory  to  inquire  into  the  ezpediencjr  of  ex^ 
tending  the  time  for  locating  Virginim  military 
land  warrants;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral  Af- 
fairs, reported,  in  part,  a  resolution  express! re  ol 
the  sense  of  Congress  relative  to  the  Ttctory  oi 
the  Peacock  over  the  Epervier ;  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  remdiog. 

Mr.  Tait  communicated  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary for  the  Department  of  the  Navy,  wiih  eo|Hes 
of  the  official  account  and  other  papers,  relative 
to  the  capture  of  the  enemy's  sloop  of  war  Kper- 
vier,  by  the  United  Statea'  sloop  of  war  Pea- 
cock, commanded  by  Captain  WarriagtoD ;  aad 
the  letter  and  docomeals  therein  referred  to  were 
read ;  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  ose  of  the 
Scoaie« 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaentaiires 
informed  tha  Senate  that  the  Hooae  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  farther  to  eztead  the  right 
of  suffrage,  and  to  inerease  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,''  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  ttie  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  op  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  receired  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States: 

7b  the  SenaU  andHoueeof 

Uqfresentaiiou  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  Isy  before  Congress  commnnications  just  raoeived 
from  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States,  charged 
with  negotiatwg  peace  with  Great  Britain,  showing 
the  conditions  on  which  alone  that  Government  is  wil- 
ling to  put  aa  end  to  the  war 

The  mstmctions  to  those  * 


disdos* 

ing  the  grounds  on  which  they  were  authoiiied  to  ne- 
gotiate and  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace,  will  be  the  sub- 
ject of  another  communication. 
Wasbisotos,  October  10»  1814. 

The  Message  and  documenu  were  read^  and 
one  thousand  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

MR.  JEPFERSON'S  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  GoLDBBORODGB,  chairman  of  the  joint 
Library  Committee  of  Congress,  communicated  a 
letter  from  Samuel  H.Smiti&,  Ssq.,  enclosing  one 
from  Mr.  Jefferson,  tendering  the  disposition  of 
his  library  to  Congress ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Jefferson's  letter  ia  aa  follows : 

MoiTTicaLLo,  September  Sl»  1814. 
DaAa  Sia:  I  learn  from  the  aewspapen  that  the 
Vandalism  of  oar  enemy  has  tviomphad  at  Wsshing- 
ton,  oTer  science  as  well  as  the  arts»  by  the  dsstmction 
of  the  public  library,  with  the  noUa  edifice  ia  which  it 
was  deposited.  Of  this  tnuMaotton»  aa  of  that  of  Co- 
penhagen, the  world  will  entertain  but  one  sentiment. 
They  will  see  a  nation  suddenly  inthdraw  'from  s  great 
war,  fall  armed  and  full  handed,  taking  advantage  of 
another  whmn  they  had  recently  forced  into  it,  un- 
armed and  unprepared,  to  indulge  themseltes  in  acts 
of  barbarism  wbich  does  not  belong  to  a  civilised  sge. 
When  Van  Tromp  destroyed  their  shipping  at  Chathim, 
and  De  Rnyter  rode  triumphantly  up  the  Thsnes, 
he  might,  in  like  manner,  by  the  acknowledgmsnt  of 
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their  own  htftorians,  have  ibroed  ail  their  ships  up  to 
London  bridge,  and  there  have  burnt  them,  the  Tower, 
end  city,  had  these  examples  been  then  set.  London, 
when  Uius  menaced,  wss  near  a  thousand  years  old ; 
Washington  but  in  its  teens. 

I  presume  it  will  be  smong  the  early  objects  of  Con- 
gress  to  recommence  their  collection.  This  will  be 
difficult  while  the  war  continues,  end  intercourse  with 
Europe  is  attended  with  so  much  risk.  You  know  my 
collection,  its  condition  and  extent.  I  have  been  fifty 
years  making  it,  and  have  8i>ared  no  pains,  opportunity 
or  expense,  to  make  it  what  it  now  ii.  While  residing 
in  Paris  I  devoted  tvery  afternoon  I  was  disengaged, 
for  a  Summer  or  two,  in  examining  all  the  principal 
bookstores,  turning  over  every  book  with  my  own 
hands,  and  nutting  by  everything  which  related  to 
America,  and,  indeed,  whatever  was  rare  and  valuable 
in  every  science ;  besides  this,  I  had  standing  orders, 
during  the  whole  time  I  was  in  Europe,  in  its  princi- 

Si  book  marts,  particularly  Amsterdam,  Frankfort, 
adiid,  and  London,  for  such  works  relating  to  Amer- 
ica as  could  not  be  found  in  Paris.    80  that  in  that 
department,  particularly,  such  a  collection  was  made  as 
probably  can  never  again  be  eflected ;  because  it  is 
hardly  probable  that  the  same  opportunities,  the  same 
time,  indostiy,  perseverance,  and  expense,  with  some 
knowledge  of  the  bibliography  of  the  subject,  would 
again  happen  to  be  in  concurrence.    During  the  same 
period,  and  after  my  return  to  America,  I  was  led  to 
procure  also  whatever  related  to  the  duties  of  those  in 
the  highest  concerns  of  the  nation  ;  so  that  the  collec- 
tion, which  I  suppose  is  of  between  nine  and  ten  thou- 
sand volumes,  while  it  includes  what  is  chiefly  valuable 
in  science  and  literature  generally,  extends  more  par- 
ticularly to  whatever  belongs  to  the  American  states- 
man ;  in  the  diplomatic  and  parliamentary  branches, 
it  is  particularly  fult    It  is  long  since  I  have  been 
sensiUe  it  ought  not  to  continue  private  property,  and 
had  provided  that,  at  my  death.  Congress  should  have 
the  refusal  of  it,  at  their  own  price ;  but  the  loss  they 
have  now  incurred  makes  the  present  the  proper  mo- 
ment for  their  accommodation,  without  regard  to  the 
small  remnant  of  time  and  the  barren  use  <rfmy  enjoy- 
ing it.    I  ask  of  your  friendship,  therefore,  to  make  for 
me  the  tender  of  it  to  the  Library  Committee  of  Con- 
gress, not  knowing  myself  of  whom  the  committee  eon- 
siits.    1  enclose  you  a  catalogue,  which  will  enable 
them  to  judge  of  its  contents.    Nearly  the  whole  are 
well  bound — abundance  of  them  elegantly,  and  of  .the 
choicest  editions.    They  may  be  valued  by  the  persons 
named  by  themselves,  and  the  payment  made  conve- 
nient to  the  public ;  it  may  be,  for  instance,  in  such 
annual  instalments  as  the  law  of  Congress  has  left  at 
their  disposal,  or  in  stock  of  any  of  their  late  loans  or 
any  loan  they  may  institute  at  this  session,  so  as  to 
■pare  the  present  calls  of  our  country,  and  await  its 
days  of  peace  and  prosperity.    They  may  enter,  never- 
theless, into  immediate  use  of  it,  as  eighteen  or  twenty 
Wigons  would  place  it  in  Washin^n  in  a  single  trip 
oft  fortnight.    I  should  be  wrilling,  indeed,  to  retain 
a  few  of  the  books  to  amuse  the  time  I  have  yet  to 
pus,  which  might  be  valued  with  the  rest,  but  not  in- 
tluded  in  the  sum  of  valuation  until  they  should  be 
restored  at  my  death,  which  I  would  cheerfully  provide 
for,  so  that  the  whole  library,  as  it  stands  in  the  cata- 
logue at  this  moment,  should  be  theirs,  without  any 
garbling.    Those  I  should  like  to  retain  would  be 
chiefly  classical  and  mathematical,  some  few  in  other 
brtnches,  and  particularly  one  of  the  five  Encyclope- 
diiB  in  the  catabgne ;  but  thif,  if  not  aeeeptable,  would 


n6t  be  urged,  I  must  add,  that  I  have  not  reviMd  the 
library  since  I  came  home  to  live,  so  that  it  is  probable 
some  of  the  books  may  be  missing,  except  in  the  chap- 
ters of  law  and  divinity,  which  have  been  revised,  and 
stand  exactly  as  in  the  catalogue,  which  will  of  course 
be  needed,  whether  the  tender  be  accepted  or  not.  I 
do  not  know  that  it  contains  any  branch  of  science 
which  Congress  would  wuh  to  exclude  from  their  col- 
lection. There  is  in  iact  no  aubject  to  which  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  may  not  have  occasion  to  refer.  But 
such  a  wish  would  not  correspond  with  my  views  ef 
preventing  its  dismemberment.  My  design  is  either 
to  place  it  in  their  hands  entire,  or  preserve  it  so  here. 
I  am  engaged  in  making  an  alphabetical  index  of  the 
authors*  names,  to  be  annexed  to  the  catalogue,  in  Qr*> 
der  to  focilitate  the  finding  their  works  in  the  catalogue^ 
which  I  will  forward  to  you  as  soon  as  completed. 
Any  agreement  yon  shall  be  so  good  as  to  take  the 
trouble  of  entering  into  with  the  committee,  I  hereby 
confirm. 

Accept  the  aasuflanee  of  my  great  esteem  and  resbect, 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (he  "  resolution  empowering  the  joint 
library  committee  to  contract  for  the  purchase  of 
Mr.  Jefferson's  library ;"  and,  no  amendment  hav- 
Jog  been  proposed,  the  President  reported  it  to 
the  House  accordingly;  and  oa  the  qoettioa. 
Shall  this  resolution  be  eoj^rossed  and  read  a  thira 
time  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Fbombntin,  it  was  read  a 
third  time  by  aoanimoos  consent,  and  passed. 

TnisoAT,  October  11. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  further  to  extend  the 
right  of  suffrage,  and  to  increase  the  number  of 
members  of  the  Leffislatlve  Council  of  the  Mis* 
sissippi  Territory.'^was  read  the  second  time; 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  \  and  Messrs.  Morrow,  Bled- 
soe, and  Chaoe,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  resolution  "  ez(U'essive  of  the  sense  of  Con* 
gress  relative  to  the  victory  of  the  Peacock  over 
the  Eperrier,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  con* 
sidered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  the  President 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordirtgly ;  and  the 
resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

Agreeably  to  the  resolutioo  of  the  6th  iDstant, 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Secre* 
tary,  and  the  whole  number  of  ballots  collected 
was  thirty-oDe,  of  which  Charles  Cdtts,  had  siz- 
teeo,  and  was  accordingly  elected  in  the  place  of 
Samuel  Allyne  Otis,  deceased. 

WfiDNBSDAT,  October  12. 

The  oaths  prescribed  were,  by  the  President, 
admiuistered  to  Charles  Cutts,  Bsq^  Secretary 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Frombntiiv,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  resolution  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress 
relative  to  the  victory  of  the  Peacock  over  the 
Epervter,  correctly  engrossed;  and  it  was  read  a 
third  time.  _,.        . 

Retolved,  untmimwBl^t  That  the  i»id  resolu- 

tion  do  pass. 
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Mr.  IffoRSow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'Ao  act  farther  to 
tttend  the  ri^bt  of  suflfrage.  and  to  increase  the 
number  of  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,"  reported  k  without 
amendment. 


TecraaDaT,  October  13. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  further  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  to 
increase  the  number  of  memoers  of  the  Legislaiire 
Council  of  the  Mississippi  Territory;  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Qilbs,  the  further  contideration 
tbeieof  was  poatpoaed  to  Monday  next. 

Fbioat,  October  14. 

Mr.  GoLDnnoBOuaB  pteaented  the  memorial  of 
Waabhifftoo  Bowie,  aad  others,  owners  of  the 
ship  Allegaoy,  prayinf^  to  be  reimbursed  the 
mine  of  said  vessel,  which  was  seised  and  con- 
demned at  Gibraltar  by  the  enemy,  whilst  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  Uniieo  States,  for 
Masons  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
eonaider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise ; 
and  Messrs.  Golimboboiiob,  Gore,  and  Cbacb, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRBBIOENT  OF  THE  UlHTBD  STATES : 

To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

RepmentaHoett  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  now  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  the  instroc- 
tions  to  the  Pleni^tentisries  of  the  United  Statei^ 
chuged  with  negotiating  a  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
as  r^ired  to  in  my  Metssge  of  the  10th  instant 

JAMES  MADI80N. 

WAsanrsTow   October  18, 1814. 

The  Message  and  documents  therein  referred 
to,  not  con6dentially  communicated,  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb, 

Reidved,  That  the  Message  and  documents, 
together  with  several  communications  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  the  Senate, 
aince  the  commencement  of  the  present  session, 
relating  to  our  foreign  affairs,  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Bibb,  Taylob,  Kiifo, 
Browii,  and  Cbace,  be  the  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Andebbon,  the  galleries 
were  cleared  and  the  doors  of  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber closed. 


Satubdat,  October  15. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of 
the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  with  which  the 
reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United  Slates  has 
been  sustained  by  Major  General  Brown,  Maior 
General  Scott,  and  Brigadiers  Ripley,  Milkr, 


Porter,  Gaines,  and  Macomb,**  in  which  thef  v^ 
quest  the  eoncurrenee  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolutions  last  mentioned  were  read,  nai 
parsed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  the  Secretary  4 
the  Senate  was  required  to  purchase,  for  the  osi 
of  the  Senate,  four  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  Uoi' 
ted  States,  and  tiro  copies  of  Gray  don's  Digeat  ai 
said  laws. 


MoKDAT,  October  17. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Con* 
gress  of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  with 
which  the  reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United 
States  has  been  sustained  by  Major  General 
Brown^  Major  General  Scott,  and  Brigadiers  Rip- 
ley, Miller,  Porter,  Gtoines,  and  Macomb,"  were 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Afiaira,  to  consider  and  report 
thereoji. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commitloe  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^Aa 
act  further  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  to 
inereaae  the  nvmber  of  anembera  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  s'^^aod, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Blbobob,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  farther  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  MoBBOw  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
Bland  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  lately  employed  at  the  navy  yard, 
praying  indemnification  for  the  loss  of  a  quantity 
of  tools,  which,  with  the  public  buildings,  were 
consumed  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
as  is  stated  m  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
Navy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Sen- 
ate. 

Mr.  Taylob  preaented  the  petition  of  Jeremiah 
Searcy,  formerly  a  citizen  of  South  Carolina,  now 
a  citizen  of  Madiaoo  county,  in  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, an  old  Revolutionary  soldier,  praying  re> 
lief,  lor  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Naval  Committee,  reported, 
in  part,  a  resolution  expressive  of  the  sense  of 
Congress  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  British 
sloop  Reindeer  by  the  American  sloop  Wasp;" 
and  the  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Tait  communicated  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary for  the  Department  of  Navy,  with  copies 
of  the  documents  relative  to  the  capture  and  de- 
struction of  the  enemy's  sloopof  war  Reindeer, 
by  the  American  Moop  of  war  Wasp,  commanded 
by  Captain  Johnston  Blakely ;  and  the  letter  and 
documenta  therein  referred  Co  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

ToBBOAT,  October  18. 

Mr.  MoBBow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  further 
extending  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military 
land  warrants,  and  for  returning  the  surveys 
thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  pataed  to  the  saoond  reading. 
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The  PasMDMiT  cQniaaaicaced  a  Ittier  from 
Peter  Laodais,  tofeiber  with  a  repreteatation  of 
tais  claim  afaiost  the  United  States ;  which  were 
read,  and  referred  to  a  leleci  commitiee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  FaoMuiTiif,  Walker,  and  Browh,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

The  resolution  expressire  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
flrress  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop 
Reindeer  by  the  American  sloop  Wasp,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  haTinff  been 
proposed,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  and  the  resolution  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 


Wedn  BSOAT,  October  19. 

The  bill  further  eiiendiog  the  time  for  locating 
Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  for  return- 
ing the  surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land  Of- 
fice, was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  FROMBNTfH,  from  the  committee,  reported 
the  resolution  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress 
lelaCive  to  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop  Rein- 
d€K>r  by  the  American  sloop  Wasp,  correctly  ea« 
grossed ;  which  was  read  the  third  time, Rod  passed 
unanimously. 

Mr.  Q11.BS  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolutions 
expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallant- 
ry and  good  conduct  with  which  the  reputation 
of  the  arms  of  the  United  States  has  been  sustained 
by  Major  Greneral  Brown,  Major  General  Scott, 
and  Brigadiers  Ripley,  Miller,  Porter,  Gaines,  and 
Macomb,  reported  them  with  amendments ;  which 
were  read  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  agreed  to ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
RoBiif  ROM,  the  resolutioos  were  farther  amended, 
and  the  President  reported  them  to  the  House  ae- 
cordtRgly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  these  resolutions  be  read 
a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed  unan- 
moQsly  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr,  Fromentin,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  title  thereof  be  amended. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  resoluiioo  which  originated  in  tha  Senate  em- 
powering the  joint  Library  Committee  of  Congress 
to  contract  for  tha  purchase  of  Mr.  Jeflbraon's  li- 
braiy,  withan  amendment,  in  which  they  request 
the  eoaoRrrenee  of  ihe  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  rs  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosideratioo  of  the  bill,  entitled  *An 
act  further  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage,  and 
to  increase  the  number  of  members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  in  the  Mississippi  Territory;  and 
the  President  having  reported  it  to  the  House 
without  amendment,  on  the  question,  Shall  thb 
bill  be  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  16^  nays  12$,  as  follows: 
T&Mi— McsBB.  Andsoom  Bledsoe,  Chaos,  Oondic; 


flaiUagd,  qet8san,Ouidshiwtwigh,Leeock,  Msivow, 
arts,  RohinsMi,  Tttner,  Vsmnm,  Wsiker,  MThaitan, 
«nd  Worthington. 

Navs  iitww.  Bibb,  Bsggett,  FromenttR,  Ollsa, 
Horsey,  Hauler,  King,  Meoen»  Tait,  Tsftor,  Thonp- 
son»  snd  Wella. 


Tbursday,  October  20. 

Samuel  Smith,  from  the  State  of  Maryland, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  reso- 
lution empowering  tbe  joint  Library  Committee 
of  Congress  to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  Mr. 
Jefferson's  library. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  first 
Monday  in  April  nex^  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  7,  nays  21,  as  follows : 

YiAs — MesBis.  Dsggett,  Germsa,  Gorc^  Honey, 

Hang,  Mason,  snd  Thempion. 

Nats — ^Meun.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  BfOwn« 
Chsca,  Condit,  Fromentin,  Qsiilard,  Giles,  Goldsbor^ 
oQgh,  Lacock,  Morrow,  RoberU,  Robinson,  Tait,  Tav- 
lor,  Tomer,  Varanm,  Walker,  Wharton,  and  Worth- 
ington. 

Whereupon,  i?eM>/vec2,  That  they  concur  therein. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  further  to  extend  the 
right  of  suffrage,  and  to  increase  the  number  of 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  ex- 
tending the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military 
land  warrants,  and  for  returning  the  surveys 
thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office;  and,  no 
amendment  bavins  been  proposed,  the  President 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Frioat,  October  21. 

The  bill  farther  extending  the  time  for  locRting 
Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  for  returning 
the  surveys  thereon  to  the  Qeneral  Land  Office, 
was  read  a  third  time;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Fromrntih,  the  bill  was  amended  by  onantmons 
consent;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Morrow,  tha 
blanks  were  filled,  first,  with  ^  three,"  second,  with 
"  five." 

Ruolvedy  Thfit  this  bill  pass. 

Mr.  German  submitted  the  following  motion  : 

RuQlved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  wss  refiHrrsd 
that  part  of  the  President's  Message  which  relates  to 
the  cisssification  of  the  militia,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  following  plan^ 
viz:  That  the  whole  militia  of  the  United  Stotes  be 
divided  into  classes  of  ten  men  ;  that  it  be  obligatory 
on  each  clan  to  fixmish,  on  the  requisi**®"*  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  on  the  fint  Monday  of 
April,  annoally,  one  ablo4>odied  man,  who  shall  servo 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  in  a  corps  of  local  mihtia,  t» 
be  organized  in  each  State  Imr  the  defence  thereor. 
Mr.  Fromemti!!  submitted  thefoU«wingmotiou^ 

JBcMfcsrf.  Thai  tli«»  he  pnatad,  «*  ^  «•  ^^  **^' 
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Memorial  rf  Stephen  Girard. 
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Qentkitf  a  lilt  of  til  the  bUli  which  have  been  laid  be- 
fore Uie  Senate  at  any  Conner  eeanon,  and  whidi  hare 
been  rejected  by  the  Senate,  or  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
xeeentattTee ;  and  that  a  eimilar  list  be  thus  printed  at 
the  beginniDg  of  ereiy  seaaiofi  of  Congress. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  October  24. 

John  Lambebt,  from  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
took  his  seat  in  the  Seoate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  ameodroeDts  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolatioos 
expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  with  which  the  reputation  of 
the  arms  of  the  United  States  has  been  sustained 
by  Major  General  Brown.  Major  General  Scott, 
and  Brigadiers  Ripley,  Miller,  Porter,  Gaines,  and 
Macomb. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
ments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  resolutions  last  mentioned. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles^ 

jReeolved,  That  they  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments, and  ask  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses ;  and, 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Giles,  SMiTB^and  Var- 
NUM,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  conference  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Tne  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  2lst 
instant,  by  Mr.  Gebman,  respecting  the  classifi- 
cation of  the  militia ;  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motionJby  Mr.  Goldsborouoh, 

Resolvedf  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  (pro- 
vided be  shall  not  consider  the  same  improper  to 
be  communicated,^  the  proof  of  any  traffic  carried 
on  in  the  West  Inaies.  by  the  sale  of  negroes  taken 
from  the  United  States  by  the  British  A>rees  since 
the  present  war,  which  was  alluded  to  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  at  Gottenbarg,  of  date  ^th  day 
of  January,  1814,  and  contained  in  his  late  Mes- 
sage to  Congress. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  21st 
insuint,  to  print  a  list  of  rejected  bills ;  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Fbombntin,  it  was  amended; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed. 


ToEsoAT,  October  25. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  21st 
instant,  respecting  the  classification  of  the  militia, 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  21st 
instant,  to  print  a  list  of  rejected  bills ;  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  it  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  and 
Messrs.  Froventin,  Lacook,  and  Vabnum,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Wbdnbbdat,  October  26. 
Mr.  TAiT,from  the  Committee  on  Naval  AflGurs, 


reported,  in  part,  a  bill  aothorizing  the  Presidio 
of  the  united  States  to  cause  to  be  built  or  pai 
chased  the  vessels  therein  described  ;  and  the  bf 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatit 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  oo  tbi 
disagreement  to  the  amendment!  of  the  Senati^ 
to  the  resolutions  "expressive  of  the  sense  q| 
Congress  of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  with 
which  the  reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United 
States  has  been  sustained  by  Ma^or  G^neral| 
Brown.  Major  Gkneral  Scott,  and  Brigadiers  Rip*! 
ley.  Miller,  Porter,  Ghiines,  and  Macomb.**  Thef  i 
agree  to  the  conference  proposed  on  the  subject,' 
and  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  on  the 
21st  instant,  by  Mr.  German,  respecting  the  class* 
ification  of  the  militia ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

MEMORUL  OF  STEPHEN  GIRARD. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Ste- 
phen Girard,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  stating 
that  he  has  established  a  bank  upoa  his  own  for- 
tune and  credit,  and  for  his  own  exclusive  emol- 
ument, and  that,  by  the  coastractioB  given  to  tluB 
act  of  Congress  laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks, 
bankers,  4bc.  he  is  excluded  from  the  privileges 
enjoyed  by  other  banking  companies,  and  praying 
relief,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise; and  Messrs  Robbbts,  Smith,  and  Dao- 
QETT,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representalivea  in  Con- 
grsss  aasemUad,  the  memorial  of  Stephen  Giiaid,  of 
the  city  of  Philadalohia,  in  the  State  of  Pannsyl- 
vania,  merchant  and  banker,  laspectfoUy  showelk: 

That  your  memoraliai  has  eatahlished  a  bank  in  the 
dty  of  Phiiadelpbia,  upon  the  Ibundatian  of  his  own 
individual  fortone  and  credit,  and  lor  his  own  ezdu- 
sive  emolument*  and  that  he  is  willing  most  dieerfnlly 
U>  oontxibute,  in  oommoa  with  his  lellow-catiaens 
throughout  the  United  States,  a  full  proportion  of  the 
taxes  which  have  been  imposed  lor  the  support  of  the 
National  Government  according  to  the  profits  of  his 
occupation  and  the  value  of  his  estate ;  but  a  construc- 
tion has  been  given  to  the  acts  of  Congress  laying  du- 
ties on  notes  of  banks,  dec,  fiom  whi^  great  difficul- 
ties have  occurred  and  great  inequalities  daily  pro- 
duced to  the  disadvantage  of  his  bank,  that  were  not, 
it  is  confidently  believed,  within  the  contemplation  of 
the  Legislature. 

That  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congrees  of  the 
3d  August,  1818,  having  imposed  a  stamp  daty  on 
notes  issued  by  any  banker  or  bankers,  aawelf  as  by  any 
banks  or  oompaniss,  either  incorporaled  or  not  incor^ 
porated,  it  is  provided  by  the  seoood  seetienof  the  act, 
"  that  in  respect  to  any  stamp  on  any  of  the  notes  of 
the  banks  or  oompaniss  aforesaid,  now  established,  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  established  within  the  United 
SUtes,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  agree  to  an  annual  eomposition»  in  Ueu  of  such 
stamp  duty,  with  any  of  the  said  banks  or  companies, 
of  l)  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  the  annual  divi- 
dend made  by  such  banks  to  their  stockholders  respec- 
tively ;that  your  memorialist,  in  due  season,  oflered  to 
enter  into  the  said  oempositkm,  at  the  rate  of  li  per 


S3 


mSTORT  OF  C0NQRB8S. 


84 


OCTOBBR,  1814. 


Froeeeding9. 


Sbhats. 


centum  on  the  amount  of  the  annuel  profit  of  thu 
bank,  deeming  the  annual  p^ilt  of  an  individual  bank* 
er  equiralent,  in  language  and  in  law,  to  the  annual 
diTidend  of  a  bank  establiahed  by  a  corporation  or  com- 
pany. That  it  baa  been  officially  declared,  however, 
that  the  aecond  section  of  the  act  of  Congreu  does  not 
authorize  a  composition  with  an  individual  banker,  be- 
cause it  speaks  only  of  banks  and  companies,  (not  of 
banker  and  bankers,)  and  because  it  speaks  only  of 
dividends  (not  of  profits)  made  to  the  stockholders ;  and 
that  hence  an  individual  banker,  acting  upon  a  capital 
of  one  million  of  dollars,  and  issuing  bank  notes  to  the 
amount  of  one  million  of  dollars,  is  subjected  to  the 
prompt  payment  of  a  duty  amonotinf^  to  $10,000» 
while  an  incorporated  bank,  or  even  a  private  company 
of  two  Of  three  bankers,  acting  upon  the  same  amount 
of  capital  and  issuing  the  same  amount  of  bank  notes, 
wUl  only  be  UabU,  periodically,  to  the  payment  of  a 
duty  amounting  to  $1,500,  upon  the  cuatomary  annual 
dividend  often  per  cent. 

That  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
2d  August,  1813,  imposes  a  stamp  duty  upon  any  prom- 
issory note,  or  notes,  payable  either  to  bearer  or  order, 
issued  by  any  banks  or  companies,  or  by  any  banker 
or  bankers ;  that  the  eighth  section,  of  the  act  provided 
that  no  banks  or  companies,  which  shall  not  have 
compounded  for  the  stamp  duty,  shall  issue  any  bank 
bill  or  promiSBOiy  note,  unless  upon  paper  duly  stamped 
and  whereon  the  respective  duties  shall  have  been  paid ; 
and  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  declares,  that  aU  the 
paper  wanted  for  the  purpose  of  the  stamp  duty,  except- 
ing paper  for  bank  notes,  shall  be  fumished*  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  United  fitates,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  That»  after  the  rojection  of  this  offi»r  to  en- 
ter into  a  composition  for  the  stamp  duty,  your  memo- 
rialist has  complied  with  the  directions  of  the  law,  and 
has  transmitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue 
sheets  of  bank  notes  in  order  to  be  stamped. 

That,  independent  of  the  great  hazard  and  delay  to 
which  your  memorialist  is  exposed  by  t^iese  operations, 
it  is  obvious,  from  Uie  texture  and  quality  of  bank  pa- 
per, that  the  stamp,  as  at  present  imprMsed  on  bank 
notes,  must  disappear  in  the  course  of  an  extennve  di' 
eulation,  producing  some  uncertainty  in  the  revenue, 
and  probably  great  injustice  to  indiTidnals. 

And  your  memoraiist,  having  submitted  these  con- 
siderations to  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  respectfully 
praysb  that  the  act  of  Congress  may  be  so  amended,  as 
to  permit  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  enter  into 
a  composition  for  the  atamp  duty,  in  the  case  of  private 
bankers  as  well  as  in  the  case  of  corporations  and  com- 
panies, or  so  as  to  ronder  the  duty  equal  in  its  opera- 
tions upon  every  denomination  of  bankers. 

STEPHEN  GIRARD. 

PniiiADKLrBiA,  October  24, 1814. 


sense  of  Conmss  of  the  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct  with  wnich  the  reputation  of  the  arms  of 
the  United  Stales  has  been  sustained  by  Major 
Gkneral  Browo.  Major  Gkneral  Scott,  and  Brig- 
adiers Ripley,  Miller,  Porter,  Glaioes,  and  Ma- 
comb^" reported  that  the  conferees  had  agreed  to 
certain  modifications  of  the  amendments;  and 
the  report  was  read. 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  concur  therein,  and 
that  the  resolutions  be  amended  accordingly. 


TnuasDAT,  October  27. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  to  be  bailt  or  purchased  the 
▼esseis  therein  described,  was  read  the  second 
time ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  was  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  or  the  Whole ;  and,  after 
progress,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  managers  on  the  nart  of 

the  Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  amendments 

of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Rep- 

resentatir^.  to  the  reaolotiona  "  ezptessiTe  of  the 

IStb  Com.  3d  Ssss.— ;8 


.  Friday.  October  28. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
built  or  purchased  the  vessels  therein  described. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fbomentin,  to  insert,  sec. 
1,  line  4,  after  toe  word  *^  purchased,"  "  manned, 
equipped,  and  officered,"  and  to  strike  out  the 
residue  of  the  section,  after  the  word  **  each,"  in 
the  seventh  line,  as  follows:  ''and  to  be  manned| 
equipped,  and  officered,  in  the  manner  which  he 
shall  judge  most  expedient :" 

The  Senate  being  equally  divided,  the  Presi- 
dent determined  the  question  in  the  affirmative; 
and  the  bill  havin;r  been  amended,  the  President, 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question  to  afrree  to  the  said  amend- 
ment, it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas. 
20,  nays  7,  as  follows : 

TsAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Brown,  Chace,  Daggett,. 
Fromentin,  Oafllsrd,  German,  Giles,  Golclsboronghy 
Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Mason,  Robinson, 
Smith,  Tait,  Thompson,  Vsrnum,  and  Worthington. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Condit,  Lacock,  Rob- 
erts, Tnmer,  and  Wharton. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative.    The  bill  as  amended  is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enactedf  4^,  That,  in  addition  to  the  present 
Naval  Establishment,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  to  be 
built  or  nnrchased,  manned,  equipped,  and  officered, 
any  number  of  vessels^  not  ezceeoing  — ,  which,  in 
his  optttion,  the  public  service  may  require,  to  carry 

not  less  than nor  more  than guns  each,  and 

to  be  manned,  equipped,  and  officered,  in  the  manner 
which  he  shall  judge  most  expedient. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That,  for  the 
building  and  purchase  and  equipping  of  these  vessels^ 
the  sum  of—  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  a^ 
propriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 


Monday,  October  31. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  petition  of  D.ivid 
M.  Clarkson,  and  others,  citizens  of  New  York, 
praying  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank,  pre- 
sented the  30th  ultimo,  was  referred  to  the  select 
committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other  wise;  and 
Messrs.  Kino,  Smith,  Taylor,  Bibb,  and  Mason, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  bave  p%*%,d 
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«  bill,  eotitled  ''Ad  act  to  aothorize  a  loan  for  a 
sum  not  exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars."  in 
which  bill  (hey  request  the  coocorrence  or  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  the 
ressels  herein  described  haring  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a 
third  time  ;  and  the  blanks  were  filled ;  first  with 
« twenty/'  second,  with  "  eight,"  third,  with  "four- 
teen," fourth,  with  ^  six  hundred  thousand." 

Rewlved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  authonzinff  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased 
the  ressels  therein  described." 


Tn£8DAT,  NoTember  1. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  authorize  a  loan 
for  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars." 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Oorb,  Bibb,  and  Smith,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa tires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  recommend  a  day  of  public  humil- 
iation, fasting,  and  prayer,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Laoocc  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Saobfedt  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  be  so- 
thorised  to  audit  and  control  the  accounts  for  the  ftme- 
ral  expenses  of  Samnel  A.  Otis,  Esquire,  late  Secntaiy 
of  the  Senate,  and  lor  a  monument  eroded  to  his 
memwy ;  and  that  the  expenses  be  paid  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  Senate.  And  the  resolution 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 
Wbdnesdat.  Norember  2. 

« 

Samuel  W.  Dana,  from  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut, took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Robbbts  presented  the  memorial  of  Oli- 
ver Erans,  praying  a  general  extension  of  the 
patent  term,  or  a  renewal  of  his  patent  for  his 
improremeots  in  steam  engines;  for  reasons  sta- 
ted at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of 
fire  members,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Robbbts,  Smith, 
Dana,  Anoebson,  and  Vabnum,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  Committee  of 
Accounts  to  audit  and  control  the  accounts  for 
the  funeral  ex^^nses  of  Samuel  A.  Otis,  Esquire, 
late  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  recommend  a  day  of  public  hu- 
miliation, fasting,  and  prayer,  was  read  the  second 
time. 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatifei 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passei 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  petty 
officers  and  seamen  under  the  command  of  Ct^ 
tain  Joshua  Barney,"  in  which  bill  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 


TauBaoAr,  Norember  3.  I 

Mr.  RoBEBTS,  from  the  committee,  to  whoa ! 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Stephen  Qirard,  re- 
ported a  bill  supplementarr  to  an  act  laying  du- 
ties on  notes  of  banks,  hanken,  aad  certain  eooh  j 
panics ;  on  notes,  bondsL  and  obligatioBa,diaeoQated 
by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies;  and  m 
bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descriptions ;  and  tlR 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Blbd80B  suomitted  the  following  motjoa : 

ReMohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afikin 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing, by  law,  an  additional  number  of  military  acad- 
emies. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  tbe 
petty  officers  and  seamen  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Joshua  Barney,"  was  read  the  secood 
timcj  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  NtrsI 
Affiiirs,  to  eoBsider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  aotho^ 
izing  the  Committee  of  Accounts  to  audit  aod 
control  the  accounts  for  the  funeral  expenses  of 
Samuel  A.  Otis,  Esquire,  late  Secretary  of  the 
Senate ;  and,  no  amendment  baring  been  pro- 
posed, the  President  reported  it  to  tbe  House  ac- 
cordingly ;  aod  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  re 
questing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
recommend  a  day  of  public  humiliation,  fasting. 
and  prayer;  and,  no  amendment  baring  been 
proposed,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  third  time  bf 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GoBB,  from  the  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  eotitled  ''An  act  to  aothorize  a 
loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  millions  of 
dollars."  reported  it  without  amendment;  aod 
the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gobe,  to  strike  out,  of  sec- 
tion 5,  after  the  word  **  thereof,'*  in  the  20ih  line, 
to  the  end  of  the  section,  aod  insert,  between  sec- 
tions  5  and  6,  the  following : 

"8xc.  6.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  annual  sum  of  eight  millions  of  doUan, 
heretofore  appropriated  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  a  ftuther 
annual  sum,  to  be  prorided  by  permanent  fbnda,  and 
which  shaJI  be  equal  to  the  interest  payable  upon  the 
stock  created  by  rirtue  of  this  act,  together  with  a  sum 
that  shall  be  equal  to  one  per  centum  upon  the  whole 
principal  of  said  stock,  shall,  during  the  present  eeasion 
of  Congress,  be  appropriated  to  the  said  Sinking  Fond, 
and  rested  in  the  oommiasionerB  thereof,  in  tnist»  lobe 
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l>y  them  applied  to  pay  the  intereet  and  to  reimbnxae 
Xtk^  principal  of  the  said  stock  created  by  thia  act  f* 

And.  a(ler  debate,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  antii  to-morrow. 


Friday,  November  4. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUGH,  from  the  committee  to 
^vwhom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Bowie  and 
Kurtz,  and  others,  made  a  report ;  which  was 


He  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie 
And  Kurtz,  and  others,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  <*  An 
ACt  for  the  relief  of  the  petty  officers  and  seamen 
under  the  command  of  Qaptain  Joshoa  Barney," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day«  instructing  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estabiishiog 
by  law  ao  additional  number  of  military  acade- 
mies, and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  laying  duties 
on  notes  of  ranks,  bankers,  and  certain  compa- 
nies; on  notes,  bonds,  and  oblijg^tions,  discounted 
by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies;  and 
on  bills  of  ez^ange  of  certain  descriptions,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  Committee  of 
Accounts  to  audit  and  control  the  accounts  for 
the  funeral  ezpenses  of  Samuel  A.  Otis,  Esqaire, 
late  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Betohedf  unammoudy^  That  this  resolution 
pass,  as  follows: 

^  That  the  Committee  of  Accounts  be  author- 
ized to  audit  and  control  the  accounts  for  the 
funeral  ezpenses  of  Samuel  A.  Otis,  Ssquire, 
late  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  for  a  monu- 
ment erected  to  his  memory  j  and  that  the  ez- 
Smses  be  paid  out  of  the  coatingest  fund  of  the 
enate." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  <'An 
act  to  authorize  a  Iran  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
tb^e  millions  of  dollars,"  together  with  the 
amendments  proposed  thereto  by  Mr.  Gorb;  and 
having  agreed  to  the  amendments,  the  President 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed? it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire. 


Satdroat,  November  5. 
Mr.  Ahdbrson  presented  the  petition  of  Ed- 
ward Barry,  sailingmaster,  and  Qeorge  Hodge, 
bratswain,  in  the  nary  yard  of  the  United  States, 
at  Washington,  praying  indemnification  for  the 
loss  of  household  rurniture,  books,  and  instru- 
ments of  navigation,  destroyed  by  the  fire,  as  is 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  Amozb- 


80M,  Dana,  and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  the  following  motions: 
JReaohedt  That  the  coomiittae  to  whom  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  naval 
alTaiia,  be  instructed  to  inquira  what  provisioii  ahould 
be  made  for  the  appointment  of  officers  above  the 
grade  of  captain,  in  tlie  Navy  of  the  United  Staise. 

Ruohedt  That  the  same  committee  be  inatmctsdto 
inquire  what  provision  should  be  made  for  conforriag 
naTal  rank,  by  brevet,  in  consideration  of  meritorioae 
service. 

Mr.  GiLBB,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  making  farther 
provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Armv  of  the 
united  States;  and  the  bill  was  read, anu  pasted 
to  the  second  rmding. 

[The  Ist  section  of  this  bill  provides  that  recruiting 
officers  shall  be  authorised  to  enlist  into  the  Army  i 
the  United  States  any  free,  effective,  able-bodied  man 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fifty  years. 

The  Sd  section  repeals  so  much  of  former  acts  ae 
requires  the  consent  in  writing  of  the  parent,  master 
or  guardian,  to  authorise  the  enlistment  of  persons  un- 
der 31  years  of  age,  provided  masters  of  apprentteee 
who  enttrt  ahall  receive  a  certain  portion  of  tne  bomrty 
money,  Ac 

The  ad  sectioB  aUoirs  to  ftitnxe  rsemits  three  hm- 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  in  lieu  of  the  land 
bounty  now  allowed  by  law. 

The  4th  section  prorides  "  thfX  any  person  snlgeol 
to  militia  duty,  who  shall,  aoooroing  to  law,  lurniah  a 
recruit  for  the  Army,  at  his  own  expense,  to  serve 
during  the  war,  shall  thereafter  be  exempt  from  miliiia 
duty  during  the  war,"  dec] 

Mr.  Giles  also  reported,  in  part,  a  bill  to  au* 
thorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call 
upon  the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof 
for  their  respective  quotas  of——  tbousand  mili- 
tia, for  the  defence  of  tbe  frontiers  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and 
others,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  authorize  a  loan 
for  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars," 
was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed, 
with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  petty  officers  and  seamen 
under  the  command  of  Uaptain  Joshua  Baroejr;*' 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  President 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly;  and. 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  amendmeut, 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  strfke  out. 
of  lines  6  and  7,  *'and  losses;"  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  foriner  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Cooitn»"ee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplement- 
ary to  an  act  laying  duties  on  notes  of  banlka, 
bankers,  and  certain  companies;  on  notes,  bond^, 
and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks,  ^*^«"' *ud 
certain  companies ;  and  on  bills  of  exchange  ^{ 
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certain  deseriptioos ;  and,  after  debate,  the  farther 
consideratioo  thereof  was  postpooed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

Monday,  November  7. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles, 

JUaoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
cause  10  be  procured  and  delivered  to  each  mem- 
her  of  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  military  laws  and 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  filling 
the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  postponed  to,  and  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  call  upon  the  several  States  and 
Territories  thereof,  for  their  respective  quotas  of 
•»—  thousand  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  StateS;  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  made  the  5th  instant,  by  Mr«  Dana,  for 
instructing  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  rel- 
ative to  the  appointment  of  naval  officers  above 
the  grade  of  captain,  and  for  conferring  naval 
rank  by  brevet,  in  consideration  of  meritorious 
service;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  the  following  mo- 
tion for  consideration : 

Reiohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiurs  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  the  ceases  which  msy  have 
prevented,  till  now,  a  oompliance  with  the  following 
resolotionf,  passed  by  the  Senate  on  the  18th  March, 
1814: 

**Rt$ol9ed,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  SecreUry  of 
die  Navy  to  devise  and  digest  a  system  for  Um  better 
organization  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  Senate  at 
the  eommencement  of  their  next  session." 

'*  Ruohfedf  That  it  be  the  doty  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  digest,  or  cause  to  be  digested,  all  the 
laws  now  in  force  relative  to  the  naval  establishment 
and  marine  corps,  and  to  report  the  same  to  Ute  Sen- 
ate at  the  commencement  of  their  next  session." 

Mr.  Mason  submitted  the  following  motion: 

Ruohtd^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  be- 
fcre  the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  number  of  privates 
and  non-commissioned  officers  enlisted  within  each 
State  or  Territory  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
once  the  commencement  of  the  present  war ;  specify- 
ing the  year  of  their  enlirtments,  and  the  term  of  time 
for  which  they  were  enlisted ;  and,  also,  the  number 
of  commissioned  officers  of  each  rank  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  specifying  the  number,  with  their 
respective  ranks,  belonging  to  each  State  or  Territory. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  George  P. 
Stevenson  and  others,  merchants  and  shipowners 
of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying  that  the  owners 
of  private  armed  vessels  may  receive  an  adequate 
compensation  for  every  ton  of  shipping  belonging 
to  the  enemy,  which  they  shall  burn,  sink,  or  de- 
stroy, on  the  high  seas;  for  reasons  stated  at  large 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 


the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  to^ 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


TuKSiiAy,  November  8. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  t^ 
motion  made  yesterday,  by^  Mr.  FaoMBirnff.  ii 
relation  to  the  non-compliance  with  the  reW 
tions  passed  by  the  Senate  on  the  18th  of  Mareb, 
1814 ;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  fnnher 
consideration  thereof  was  postpooed  until  Mos- 
dav  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  yester- 
day, by  Mr.  Mason,  requesting  a  atatement  of 
enlistments  within  each  State  or  Territory  for 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  since  the  coia- 
mencement  of  the  present  war ;  and,  on  motioa, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

A  message  from  the* House  of  Representative* 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  ha  veappointd 
a  committee  on  their  part,  jointly  with  the  commit- 
tee to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  »<( 
request  him  to  recommend  a  day  of  public  hainil- 
iaiion,  fasting,  and  prayer,  in  pursuance  of  the 
joint  resolution  passed  for  that  purpose. 

UNIFORM  MILITIA. 

Mr.  WoRTHiNOTON,  from  the  Committee  od 
the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  seported,  in  part, 
a  bill  further  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  ^A& 
act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  naiioosl 
defence  by  establishing  a  uniform  militia  through- 
out the  United  States;"  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 

A  btU  further  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  sn  set 
more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  natbnai  defence 
by  establiahing  a  nni£>rm  militia  tluougliont  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Bt  ii  enaeied  by  ike  Senate  and  Houee  of  J^0r^ 
unUaioei  of  the  United  Statee  of  Amenea  in  Co»- 
greet  aeeembled.  That,  in  addition  to  the  citiaens  di- 
rected to  be  enrolled  by  the  first  section  of  an  act,  enti- 
tled *'An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  nationil 
defence  by  establishing  a  uniform  militia  thronghont 
the  United  States,"  each  and  every  free  able-bodied 
white  male  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  Territoiiei 
thereof,  who  is  or  shall  be  between  the  ages  of  sixtseo 
and  eighteen  years,  shall  severally  and  respectively  be 
immediately  enrolled  in  the  militia,  by  the  Captain  or 
commanding  officer  of  the  company  within  whoie 
bounds  such  citizen  shall  reside,  snd,  when  enrolled 
and  notified  according  to  law,  ihall  be  holden  to  arm 
and  equip  himself,  and  to  do  and  perform  all  the  duties, 
and  be  subject  to  all  the  penalties  in  cases  of  neglect, 
as  now  are,  or  shall  hereafter  be,  provided  for  by  law 
for  the  government  of  the  militia  or  the  United  Statci, 
except  that  such  citizen  shall  not  be  subject  to  be 
draughted  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  Slates 
while  he  remains  under  the  age  of  eighteen  yean. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaOed,  That  each  and 
every  free  able-bodied  white  male  citizen  of  the  United 
States  and  Territories  thereof,  of  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  and  under  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  who,  by 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  State  or 
Territory  thereof,  have  been  exempted  from  common 
trainings  for  the  purpose  of  discipline,  or  from  miiitii 
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doty  geDenUy,  with  ereij  free  able*bodied  white  mtle 
eitiaen  of  Uie  age  of  forty-five  jeart,  and  under  the  age 
of  fiflj  yean,  except  minieteni  of  the  goipe],  shall  be 
immediately  enrolled  in  the  militia,  by  the  Captain  or 
commanding  officer  of  the  company  within  whose 
bounds  snch  citizen  shall  reside,  and,  when  so  enrolled 
and  notified  according  to  law,  such  citizen  shall  be 
holden  to  arm  and  equip  himself,  and  to  do  and  per- 
form  all  the  duties,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  penalties, 
in  case  of  neglect,  as  now  arc,  or  shall  hereafter  be, 
provided  for  by  law  for  the  government  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,  except  that  such  citizen  shall  not 
bo  subject  to  attend  the  trainings  of  militia  for  dis- 
cipline. 

ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
"Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther proT^8ion  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  strike  out  the 
third  section  of  the  bill  amended,  as  follows: 

«  Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  lieu  of 
the  bounty  of  one  hundred  end  sixty  acres  of  land,  now 
allowed  by  law,  there  shall  be  allowed  to  each  non- 
commisaioned  officer   and  soldier  hereafter  enlisted, 
when  discharged  from  serrice,  who  shall  haye  obtained 
from  the  commanding  officer  of  his  company,  battalion, 
or  regiment,  a  certificate  that  he  had  iaithfuUy  per- 
formed his  duty  whilst  in  sernce^  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  to  be  surreyed,  laid  ofl(  and 
granted,  under  the  same  regulationa,  and  in  CYery  re- 
spect in  the  manner,  now  prescribed  by  law ;  and  the 
widow  and  children,  and,  if  there  be  no  widow  nor 
<^ild,  the  parents,  of  erery  non-commissioned  officer 
and  soldier  radisted  according  to  law,  who  may  be 
killed  or  die  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  entitled  to  leceiTO  the  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acrca  of  land  as  aforesaid ;  but  the  same  shall  not  pass 
to  <M>Uateral  relations ;  any  law  heretofore  passed  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  6, 
nays  22,  as  follows : 

YsAS—- Messrs.  Daggett,  Goldsborough,  Horsey, 
Mason,  Smith,  and  Thompson. 

Nats— -Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
German,  Giles,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Morrow,  Boberts, 
Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  and  Whea- 
ton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  to  strike  out.  sec- 
tion one,  line  seren,  after  the  word  *^  years,''  the 
residue  of  the  section,  as  follows:  ^^  which  enlist- 
ment shall  be  absolute  and  biudiDg  upon  all  per- 
sons under  the  age  of  twenty -one  years,  as  well 
as  upon  all  persons  of  full  age.  such  recruiting 
officer  baring  complied  with  all  the  requisitions 
of  the  Jaws  regulating  the  recruiting  service:" 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  9,  nays 
19.  as  follows : 

m 

YsAs — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dsna,  German,  Goldsbo- 
fough.  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  and  Thomp- 
son. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb, .  Bledeoe,  Brown, 
Chace,  Condit,  Fromentin,  Gaillsid,  Giles,  Lacock, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yar- 
num,  Wharton,  and  Woithington. 


Wboresoat,  November  9. 

Eeaolvedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Seoate,  jointly  with  the  commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
request  him  to  recommend  a  day  of  humiliatiooi 
fasting,  and  prayer,  in  parsuauce  of  the  joint  reso- 
lution passed  for  tnat  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robinson  be  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Oliver  Evans,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  Oliver  Evans's 
patent  for  his  improvement  on  steam  engines; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the7ch  instant,  by  Mr. Mason,  which 
was  amended  and  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

*<  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  statement,  as 
far  as  practicable,  of  the  number  of  privates  and 
non-commissioned  officers  enlisted  within  each 
State  or  Territory  for  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
war;  speclfyioj;  the  year  of  their  enlistments, 
and  the  term  oftime  for  which  they  were  enlist- 
ed ;  and  also  the  number  of  commissioned  offi- 
cers of  each  rank,  in  the  Arm^r  of  the  United 
States,  specifying  the  number,  with  their  respect- 
ive ranks,  belonging  to  each  State  or  Territorv.'* 

The  bill  further  m  addition  to  an  act,  entiued 
'^  An  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  na- 
tional defence  by  establishing  a  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States,"  was  read  the  see* 
ond  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  to  strike  out,  seetioa 
two,  line  one^  after  the  word  ^  that,"  so  much  of 
the  fifth  section  of  the  act  passed  the  25th  day  of 
January,  1813,  entitled  ^^An  act  supplementary  to 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  more  perfect  or- 
ganization of  the  Armjr  of  the  United  States,  as 
requires  the  consent  in  writing  of  the  parent, 
guardian,  or  master,  to  authorize  the  enlistment 
of  persons  under  the  affe  of  twenty-one  years 
shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed." 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  take  the  question 
by  yeas  and  nays. 

After  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Horset,  the 
further 'consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Seo^te,  entitled 
*'An  act  authorizing  the  President  ^f  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  the  Tea- 
sels therein  described,"  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  they  request  the  conourreoce  of  the  Sen- 
ate. They  have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Cas|Ule,  of  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,"  in  which  they  request  the  con* 
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eurrence  of  the  Senate.  Thej  also  iDform  the 
Senate  of  the  accidental  loss  of  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize a  loan  for  a  sam  not  exceeding  three  mil* 
lions  of  dollars ;"  and  request  a  substitution  of 
the  same. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes. 
requesting  the  substitution  of  the  amendments  oi 
the  Senate  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  author- 
ize a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  millions 
of  dollars  » 

On  motion,  hj  Mr.  King,  it  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee^  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  King,  Bibb,  and  Blbdsob,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatires  to  the  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  ^  built  or  purchased 
the  vessels  therein  described;"  and,  on  motion 
hj  Mr.  Smith,  resolTed  not  to  concur  therein. 

Thuhsdat,  Norember  10. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on 
their  amendment  disagreed  to  b^  the  Senate,  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  built  or 
purchased  the  vessels  therein  described ;"  they 
ask  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses,  and  have  appomted  mauM^ers  on 
their  part.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizine  the  Secretary  of  State,  during  the 
continusnce  of  the  present  war,  to  make  an  addi- 
tional allowance  to  the  owners  and  masters  of 
vessels  for  bringing  back  to  the  United  States 
destitute  and  distressed  American  seamen;''  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  message  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  9lh  instant,  reported  the  following 
order : 

Ordered^  That  a  copy,  duly  engrossed,  of  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeng  a  sum  of  three  millions  of  dollars,"  be  car- 
ried by  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  pursuant  to  the  request  con- 
tained in  their  messu^e  of  the  9th  instant. 

On  the  question,  Will  the  Senate  concur  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  ?  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  FaoMBHTiN,  from  tbe  committee,  reported 
the  amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned  duly 
engrossed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait, 

ReBolved^  That  tbe  Senate  insist  on  their  disa- 
greement to  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  author 


iztng  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
to  be  boilt  or  purchased  the  vessels  therein  de* 
scribed,"  and  agree  to  the  eonferenee  proposed 
thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Smith,  Frombittui^ 
and  Tait,  be  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  Oliver  BraosV 
patent  for  his  improrement  on  steam  engines  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Castilie,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making*  far- 
ther provbion  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  together  with  tbe  amendment 
proposed  thereto,  yesterday,  by  Mr.  DaHa  ;  and. 
aAer  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Hobbbts,  the  far- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a  sam  not  exo^d- 
ing  three  millions  of  dollars." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  that  the  Senate  recede 
from  their  amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned; 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  6,  nays 
26,  as  follows: 

TxAS-*Messn.  Bibb,  Brent,  Dans,  Morrow,  Roberts* 
snd  Tamer. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Chsce, 
Condit,  Dsggett,  Fromsntin,  Galllard,  Germui,  Giles, 
Goldsboroug^,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Laoock, 
Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  Tsit,  Taylor,  TlioaipaoD, 
Vsmnm,  Wslker,  Wbsrton,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gore, 

Retolved,  That  they  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments, and  ask  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Gore,  Gilcs,  and  Kino, 
be  the  managers  at  th^  said  conference  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported,  in  part,  sundry  documents  re- 
ceived from  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War, showing  the  number  of  men  who  hare  been 
recruited  in  tbe  Army  of  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  present  year;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


Frioat,  November  11. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  during  the  continnaoce  of  tbe 
present  war,  to  make  an  additional  allowance  to 
the  owners  and  masters  of  vessels  for  bn'ngios 
back  to  the  United  States  destitute  and  distressed 
American  seamen,'*  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  **  making 
further  provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ment proposed  thereto  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  ninth 
instant. 
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Oo  the  qacttioDf  Will  tbe  Senate  aj^ree  to  the 
amendmeBt  proposed  ?  it  was  determioed  in  the 
ne^tive — yeas  11,  nays  21,  as  follows : 

VxAs — ^Messn.  Dsmt^  Dans,  Gemisn,  Goldsbo- 
xoQfl^h,  Gon,  Horsey,  Himter,  King,  Ltmbert)  Mason, 
and  Tlioaipson. 

Nats — Msssrs.  Andsnon,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Chace,  Oondit,  Fromsntin,  Gaillard,  Giles, 
Lacock,  MoRow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tsit, 
Wharton,  Taylor,  Vstnom,  Walker,  and  Worthing- 
ton. 

And  the  pRcetDSNT  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  amended.  On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1 
it  \ras  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  uf  conference 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Hoase  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  anthortzing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
built  or  purchased  the  ressels  therein  described," 
reported,  that  the  conferees  had  agreed  to  a  modi- 
fication of  the  amendment ;  and  the  report  was 
read. 

On  tbe  question.  Will  the  Senate  concur  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative  Whereupon, 

Heiolved^  That  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amend* 
meat  of  the  House  of  Representatires  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  so  as  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
managers  at  the  conference. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  insist  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  amendments  of  tbe  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  for 
a  sum  not  exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars." 
They  agree  to  the  conference  proposed  on  tbe 
subject,  and  hare  Appointed  managers  on  their 
XNirt.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue 
to  cause  a  clerk  in  his  office  to  aid  him  in  signing 
licenses  f*  in  which  bill  they  request  tbe  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 


SATnROAT,  November  12. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  filling 
the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  hav- 
ing been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly  en- 
grossed was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  authorize  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Revenue  to  cause  a  clerk  in  bis 
office  to  aid  bim  in  signing  licenses,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  authorize  the  publica- 
tion of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States;"  also,  a  bill  en- 
titled ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Chalmers, 
jaoior,"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

Tbe  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon 
the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof  for 
their  respective  quotas  of  — —  thousand  men,  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Anobbbon,  to  strike  out,  sec- 
tion 3,  line  7,  aner  the  word  ''  of,"  "  two  yean  i'* 
after  debate,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Daogbtt,  tbe  for* 
ther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  PBBsrnBNT  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Navy,  trans- 
mitting a  digest  of  the  laws  of  tbe  United  States, 
in  relation  to  the  Naval  Establishment  and  ma- 
rine corps,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  18th  March,  1814 ;  which  wbb 
read. 

Mr.  Gone,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  at  the  conference  on  tbe  amenoments 
of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  an- 
thorize  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars,"  reported  **  that  the  Senate  do 
recede  from  their  amendments  to  the  said  bill, 
except  so  much  thereof  as  strikes  out  the  last 
clause  of  the  fifth  section,  and  do  agree,  as  a  sub- 
stitute therefor,  to  the  two  following  sections,  vis  • 

**  8sc.  6.  And  be  it  fiiriher  eaodsd,  Thst»  in  sd- 
ditton  to  the  snnnsi  snm  of  eight  millions  of  doUais, 
heretolbre  sppnmriatad  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  adeqnate 
and  permahent  nmds  shall,  during  tho  present  ssssion 
of  Congress,  be  provided  and  appropriated  for  the  pw- 
ment  of  the  interest  and  the  nimbnrsemenl  of  the 
principal  of  said  stock  created  by  this  act 

<«  Sac.  7.  And  ^  U  fiiriher  enacted^  That  an  ad- 
equate and  permanent  Sinking  Fund,  gradnsllv  to  xe- 
dnce  and  e^entaally  to  eztinguish  the  pubUc  debt, 
contracted  and  to  be  contracted  during  the  prssettt 
war,  shall  also  be  established  daring  ^e  present  see* 
sion  of  Congress. 

"And  that  the  6th  section  of  the  said  biU  tfhall  be 
denominated  the  8th  section." 

On  tbe  question,  Will  the  Senate  concur  In 
the  report  of  tbe  committee  of  conference?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Whereupon.  Besohed,  That  the  Senate  so  far 
recede  from  their  amendments  to  tbe  bill  last 
mentioned,  as  to  agree  to  tbe  report  of  tbe  com* 
mittee  of  conference. 


MoNUAT,  November  14. 

Mr.  WoRTBiNGTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  W.  Ladd,  Joseph  Ladd,  and  Thomas 
Norvell,  stating  that,  being  proprietors  of  certain 
warrants  for  land  granted  by  the  State  of  Virginia 
to  the  officers  aod  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line 
on  Continental  Establishment,  they  have  caused 
them  to  be  located  on  the  tract  reserved  by  that 
State  for  satisfying  similar  claims;  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  tbe  line  of  the  reserve  aforesaid  be- 
ing unsettled,  the  location  has  been  made  oa 
lands  previously  granted  by  tbe  United  States, 
but  it  is  believed  within  the  limits  of  the  reser- 
vation. They  therefore  prsy  an  indemnificauon 
for  surrendering  the  lands  thus  located,  to  the  oc- 
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cnpaDtfi  claiming  by  purchase  from  the  CJoited 
States;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  to  whose  coosideratioD,  oo  the 
21st  September,  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Indiana  Territory  was  referred,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
«et  to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  the  Rere- 
nue  to  cause  a  clerk  in  his  office  to  aid  him  in 
aigning  licenses." 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  there- 
of be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Chalmers,  junior,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon.  Messrs.  Smith,  Wobthiiioton, 
and  Dana  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  publi- 
cation of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  conaideralion  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  eall  upon 
the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their 
respective  quotas  of  —  thousand  militia,  for  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  Stater,  together  with  the 
amendmeBt  proposed  by  Mr.  Andebson,  to  strike 
out  "two  years,"  the  term  of  service. 

On  the  question,  Will  the  Senate  a^ree  to  the 
proposed  amendment  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative— yeas  15,  nays  16,  as  follows : 

TsAB — ^Messrs.  AnderM>n,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gaillaid, 
Gennan,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son,  Robinson,  Thompson,  Vsrnam,  and  Wharton. 
'  Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown,  Chace, 
Condit,  Fromentin,  Giles,  Lacoek,  Morrow,  Smith, 
Tate,  Taylor,  Tamer,  Walker,  and  Worthington. 

^  On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gbbman,  to  strike  out,  sec- 
tion 3,  after  the  word  '*  that,"  in  the  first  line,  to 
the  word  "act,"  inclusive,  in  the  sixth  line — on 
tnotion,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  November  15. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Chalmers,  lun.,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment! and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  the  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  publication  of  the  laws  of 
the  Uoited  States  within  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States ;  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  the  Reve- 
nue to  cause  a  clerk  in  his  office  to  aid  him  in 
signing  licenses ;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  it  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

On  request,  Mr.  Fromentin  had  leave  to  with- 


draw the  motions  submitted  by  him  the  7th  in- 
stant, in  relation  to  the  non-eompliance  with  tke 
resolutions  passed  by  the  Senate  on  the  18th 
March,  ISli. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon 
the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof,  for 
their  respective  quotas  of  —  thousand  militia, 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States,  together  with  the  amendment  proposed 
thereto  by  Mr.GssMAK;  and,  after  debate,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


WsDNEBDAY,  November  16. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  pub> 
lication  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  a 
third  tim&  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Chalmers,  junior."  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Castille,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Frombntin,  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Frombmtiii,  Daggett, 
and  Anderson,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue  to  cause  a  clerk 
in  his  office  to  aid  him  in  signing  lieenses,"  was 
read  a  third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  it  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Kino,  Qilbs,  and  BusDaoB,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House-have  passed 
a  resolution  for  furnishing  the  American  Anti- 
quarian Society  with  a  copy  of  the  Journals  of 
Congress,  and  of  the  documents  published  under 
their  order ;  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 

• 

The  Prbsident  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  containing  a  system  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  De|»rtment  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  made  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  18th  March, 
1814.  The  reading  thereof  was  dispensed  with ; 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

Navt  DspABTxixTy  Nov,  15, 1814. 

Sim :  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senste, 
passed  on  the  18th  of  March  last,  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  to  deviie  and  digest  a  system  ibr  the 
better  organization  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  Stotes,  I  have  now  the  h<Mior  to  report^the 
following  system,  with  audi  pre&tory  observations  as 
appear  to  me  peitiaAt  to  the  occasion. 

It  has  been  affirmed  and  cannot  be  denied,  that  im- 


49 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


60 


NOTBMBEB,  1814. 


Orgamzaiion  tf  the  Navy  DepartmeiU, 


Sbwatb. 


perfections  exist  in  the  ciiil  edminiatnition  of  the 
Naval  Estahlishment;  hence  it  has  been  inferred  that 
a  Tadieai  change  of  sjetem  can  alone  remedy  the  evili. 
Legislative  wisdom  will  readily  diicriminate  between 
the  constiinent  principles  opon  which  the  present 
establishment  b  predicated,  and  has  thns  far  prospered, 
and  the  defects  which  result  from  the  absence  of  an 
intelligent,  practical,  auxiliary  agency,  qualified  to  di* 
gest,  arrange,  and  enforce  a  proper  system  of  detailed 
regulations,  calculated  to  insure  the  judicious  and 
faithful  application  of  public  moneys;  a  strict  ac- 
countability in  the  expenditures  of  supplies:  and  a 
rigid  execution  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  all  the  offi- 
cers and  agents  connected  with  the  establishment. 

Profusion,  waste,  and  abuse,  are  the  inherent  off- 
spring of  all  extensive  public  institutions;  and,  if  we 
occasionally  perceive  these  evils,  in  some  degree,  in 
the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  we  are 
not  thence  to  infer  their  absence  from  similar  cstab- 
llahments  in  other  countries,  where  naval  science  and 
experience  may  be  presumed  to  have  provided  greater 
sawguards,  and  more  numerous,  skil/ul,  and  vigilant 
agencies. 

But  regulations,  however  correct  and  adequate  to 
the  end,  become  nugatory,  or  worse,  unless  the  au- 
thority and  the  means  are  co-eztensive,  and  competent 
to  enforce  the  execution,  or  punish  the  violation  there- 
of.   This  may  account  for  the  non-existence  of  many 
'wholesome  regulations  in  the  civil  adminirtration  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States ;  and  for  the  imperfect 
execution  of  those  which  exist.    3reaches  of  the  lat- 
ter too  frequently  escape  with  impunity,  from  the  im- 
poesibility  of  the  head  of  the  Department  taking  cog- 
nizance of  all  the  multiftrioue  concerns  of  the  estab- 
lishment.   It  is  problematical,  however,  whether  the 
excess  may  not  be  more  injurious  than  the  deficiency 
of  regulation ;  in  the  former  case,  lesponsibility  may 
be  lost  in  the  maie  and  mass  of  detail  and  multiplied 
agency,  while  in  the  latter,  general  instruction,  and 
sound  discretion,  not  unfrequently  insure  greater  suc- 
cess and  responsibility. 

That  the  duties  enjoined,  or  which  may  necessarily 
devolve  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navv,  particularly 
during  a  period  of  active  and  diversifiea  hostility,  are 
beyond  the  powers  of  any  individual  to  discharge  to 
the  best  advantage,  cannot  be  doubted ;  although,  by 
great  labor  and  assiduity,  with  adequate  professional 
qualifications,  he  may,  possibly,  execute  the  general 
and  most  essential  branches  of  duty  vrith  tolerable 


In  the  progress  of  reform,  while  we  pay  due  respect 
to  that  system,  the  establishment  of  which  has  attained 
the  greatest  celebrity,  more,  it  ii  believed,  from  its 
magnitude  and  power,  than  from  the  excellence  of  its 
civil  administration,  we  ought  not  to  lose  sight  of  its 
palpable  and  acknowledged  defects,  nor  of  those  fea- 
tures in  our  own  system,  to  which,  in  no  trivial  degree, 
the  exalted  reputation  of  our  infant  Navy  may  be 
attributed. 

That  our  Navy  is  not  excelled  in  anything  which 
constitutes  efficiency,  perfect  equipment,  and  general 
good  qualities,  it  is  beneved,  will  be  admitted.  That 
our  seamen  are  better  paid,  fed,  and  accommodated,  is 
no  less  true.  That  all  the  imported,  and  many  of  the 
domestie  articles  of  equipment,  and  of  consumption  in 
the  service,  are  exceedingly  enhanced ;  that  the  wages 
of  mechanical  labor  is  more  than  double  Uiat  which  is 
paid  by  Great  Britain ;  that  our  expenditure  is  greatly 
mcreased  by  the  interruption  to  navigable  transporta- 
tao9,  and  the  great  extent  of  the  local  service*  is  equally 


obvious.  Yet,  under  all  these  circumstances,  it  is  de- 
monstrable, that  upon  a  comparison  of  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  tonnage  and  number  of  guns  and  men,  or  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  men  alone,  our  naval  ex- 
penditure is  considerably  less  than  that  for  the  Navy 
of  Great  Britain,  in  which  **  one  hundred  and  forty- 
five  thousand  men  are  employed,  at  an  expense  of 
more  than  twenty  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  an- 
nually." 

The  local  service  is,  from  its  scattered,  irregular, 
and  irresponsible  nature,  much  more  expensive  and 
wasteful  than  that  of  the  regular  Navy ;  the  more  per- 
fect organisation  of  which,  and  responsibilitv  of  com- 
mand, insure  a  more  faithful  superintendence  and 
accountability.  Hence  the  current  expenditure  of  the 
service  would  be  an  extravagant  criterion  by  which  to 
estimate  that  of  a  regular  establishment  under  a  judi- 
cious system.  The  force  employed  in  local  service  is 
extended  throughout  a  line  of  stations  from  Louisiana 
to  Maine,  and  from  Ghamplain  to  Huron,  consequently 
it  ii  so  weak  as  readily  to  be  penetrated,  at  almost  any 
point  on  our  maritime  frontier,  by  the  concentration  of 
a  small  hostile  force;  and  it  is  expensive  in  proportion 
to  its  diffusion,  Independently  of  the  deleterious  na- 
ture of  this  service  upon  the  health  and  habits  of  those 
employed  in  it,  we  are,  from  the  present  necessity  of 
this  system,  deprived  of  the  services  of  a  body  of  offi- 
cers and  seamen,  sufficient  to  man  thirteen  ships  of- 
the-line,  such  m§  the  Independence,  Washington,  and 
Franklin  seventy-fours. 

When  we  contemplate  the  efiect  which  such  a  force 
would  have  when  acting  in  eonjunction  upon  our  own 
coast  and  waters,  or  in  squadron,  pursuing  the  com* 
merdal  fleets  of  the  enempr  on  the  ocean,  or  in  the 
harbors  of  his  colonies,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  the 
conclusion,  that  our  waters  would  be  freed  from  inva- 
sion ;  our  coast  from  blockade ;  his  militaiy  and  naval 
resources  intercepted  to  such  a  degree  as  to  paralyie 
his  efforts  on  this  continent;  supersede  the  necessity  of 
avast  Military  Establishment,  coextensive  with  our 
maritime,  Canadian,  and  Indian  frontiers;  and  our 
dtisens  horn  those  harassing,  irregular,  and  inconve- 
nient calls  of  militia,  which  the  predatory  enterprise 
of  the  enemy  so  frsquentljr  pi^uce.  In  short,  accord- 
ing to  my  conceptions,  this  cheap  and  efficient  national 
defence  should  be  adopted  as  soon  as  dreumstances 
will  admit,  and  cherished  by  a  well  digested,  ener- 
getic, and  liberal  sptem,  steadily  progressing  with  the 
population,  commerce,  and  resources  of  the  nation. 

The  nature,  construction,  and  equipment  of  the 
ships  which  constitute  a  navy,  form  the  basis  of  its 
efficiency,  durability,  and  economy,  and  the  most  im- 
portant branch  in  Uie  civil  administration  of  its  affairs. 
With  a  view  to  the  reform  and  extension  of  the  Naval 
Establishment  of  the  United  States,  these  objecU 
ought  to  command  the  first  place  in  our  attention, 
combined  with  such  an  organisation  of  the  civil  de- 
partment as  shall  promise  the  best  results. 

The  defecto  in  this  part  of  the  British  system  have 
been  the  theme  of  criticism  and  reprehension  for  many 
years  past.  The  most  minute,  laborious,  end  able  in- 
vestigation, has,  from  time  to  time,  taken  place,  under 
the  direction  and  scrutiny  of  the  Parliament;  yet 
nothing  approximating  to  radical  amendment  has  been 
adopted ;  and  the  advocates  of  nform,  either  from  the 
subtle  ramifications  of  the  evil,  or  the  agency  of  some 
sinister  influence,  appear  to  despair  of  success. 

According  to  the  most  intelligent  wnUrs,  supported 
by  well  established  fects,  ?>•  .'^f^ww^^^i?,^'  **^Jf  ®"*- 
ifth  navy,  owing  to  the  injodicious  selection  and  com- 
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btDation  of  ineongraoos  materials  in  tha  eomtradton, 
and  tha  abortive  mathod  of  praacrring,  ia  Tory  alarMH 
iag ;  and  the  diTanitj  in  tha  form,  dimenaiona,  and 
proportions,  not  only  of  tha  aavaral  rataa,  but  of  the 
nnmerona  distinct  claaaea  of  the  aama  rate,  aa  wall  in 
their  halls  as  in  their  maata,  aaila»  and  eqnipmenta, 
and  in  a  still  greater  degree  in  their  qaalitiaa  for  com- 
hinad  action,  demonstrates  the  prevalenee  of  caprice 
and  prejudice,  instead  of  science  and  qrvtem.  "When 
Lord  Nelaon  waa  off  Cadii,  with  aeventeen  or  eighteen 
aail"0f-the-line,  he  had  no  less  than  aeaen  different 
damns  of  ae?enty-ibar  gan  ahipa,  each  roqniring  diffar* 
ent  masts,  saila,  yarda,  dec,  ao  that  if  one  ahip  waa 
dimbled,  the  othen  could  not  supply  her  with  appro- 
priate atoiea." 

The  consequences  reaultiifg  from  thia  defectiTo  or- 
ganisation and  want  of  ayatem  are  atrongly  Ulnatrated 
in  the  fact,  related  by  a  recent  profeaaional  writer  of 
rank  and  talents,  that  ^  out  of  flve  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  ships,  dice.,  in  the  British  navy,  now  at  aea,  them 
are  only  aixty-nine  which  are  in  reality  auperior  in  the 
discharge  of  metal  or  force  of  blowa,  but  inferior  in 
aailing,  to  aome  of  the  American  frigates;  and  that 
there  are  but  eighteen  which,  unlesa  in  amooth  water, 
are  equal  to  contend  with  the  United  States,  leaving 
ibur  hundred  and  fifty-one,  out  of  Are  hundred  and 
ibirty-eight,  which  are  admitted  to  be  incompetent  to 
engage,  single-handed,  with  an  American  frigate." 

These  facta  are  encouraging,  and  aerve  to  ahow, 
that  although  the  numerical  liarce  of  the  enemy  in 
ships  and  men  eppeara  to  be  overwhelming ;  yet,  if 
th^  aggregate  numlvr  of  officers,  aeamen,  and  marinea, 
which  the  United  Statea  may,  even  now,  engage  for 
the  pubUc  aervice,  waa  concentrated  in  eighteen  or 
twenty  ships-of-the-line,  such  as  have  been  recently 
built,  it  would  place  all  the  ahipa  alluded  to  in  the 
quotation  just  redtad,  except  the  eighteen,  hors  de 
combat  f  nor  could  our  enemy  protect  hia  commerce 
and  colonies,  and  combine  anch  a  force  as  would  coun- 
tenet  the  power  and  offensive  enterprise  of  an  Ameri- 
can squadron  ao  truly  formidable.  With  such  a  force 
it  will  be  perceived,  that  hia  host  of  frigatea  and 
amaller  vessels  would  be  struck  out  of  the  account,  or 
added  to  the  list  of  our  Nhvy,  if  they  came  in  contact 
Theae  viewa,  it  ia  true,  are  prospective,  but  with  a  atap 
ble,  jodicioua,  and  liberal  mtem,  the  reauit  would  be 
realized  at  no  remote  period. 

Having  noticed  theae  ezoeptiona  to  the  civil  admin- 
istration of  the  Britiah  navy,  it  ia  but  just  to  observe, 
that  the  oigonisation  of  the  military  pfrt  of  their  sys- 
tem is  mu^  more  perfect 

The  regulations  and  inatructiona  for  the  service  at 
aaa,  adopted  by  order  in  Council,  and  pubtiahed  in  one 
quarto  volume,  in  1808,  are  thoae  whidi  now  prevaiL 
They  are  excellent,  and  afford  much  matter  worthy  of 
incorporation  into  our  system,  with  such  modification 
as  the  peculiar  dreumatanoes  of  the  service  may  re- 
quire. 

Of  the  French  naval  qratem,  the  Department  of  Con- 
atruction  is  universally  admitted  to  be  the  moat  perfect 
in  existence,  and  is  well  worthy  of  imitation.  The 
military  part  of  the  ayatem,  however,  is  lesn  perfect  in 
practice,  and  not  ao  well  adapted  to  the  habita  and 
usages  of  American  seamen  as  that  of  the  British. 

The  character  of  the  navy  of  any  nation  will  be  de- 
termined by  its  Qommerdal  and  navigating  enterpriae. 
That  of  America  had  aurpaased  every  other,  until  the 
unexampled  prosperity  and  rapid  extenaion  of  ita  com- 
meree,  exdted  the  envy,  jealousy,  and  hoatility,  <^ 
thoae  who  could  not  meet  it  in  fair,  equal,  and  friendly 


competition.  Tha  aame  aaerfy,  akill,  ngiUaeay 
intrepidity,  which  diattngnnhed  the  eommeraaJ  aatvi- 
gatoia  of  Uie  United  Stataa,  eharactariie  the  offioan 
and  aeamen  of  the  Navy.  The  aame  snpeiioiriij  cf 
construction  which  gave  to  ita  oommaiciai  aaiine  tha 
oderity  and  security  fiir  iriiich  it  ia  diatinguialiecl,  may 
be  aeen  in  the  American  Navy,  whidi  ia  truly  iadige- 
noua  and  diatinct  finom  every  other.  The  indepeodent 
character  of  the  nation  ia  manifcatlj  viaible  in  tha 
geniua  of  its  Nevy.  The  damea  of  our  ahips,  their 
form,  construction,  aimament,  and  equipment,  have 
been  tcatad  by  experience,  and  found  to  have  been 
happily  adapted  to  our  drcumatancea,  compelling  the 
enemy  either  to  employ  ships-of-the-line  against  fri^ 
atea,  or  to  conatruct  a  new  daaa  of  ahipa.  Their  eifi- 
ciency  and  perfoction  have  extorted  the  praise  of  the 
enemy.  The  author,  before  quoted,  aaya :  **  The  car- 
ronadea  I  aaw  on  board  the  United  Statea'  brig  Argus 
were  better  mounted,  and  the  veaad  more  complete 
than  thoae  in  the  British  navy ;  and  ahe  waa  uncom- 
monly well  mancBUvred." 

Our  shlpe  are  exoellent,  and  all  in  good  eonditioB. 
The  clasaea  are  few,  and  ao  uniform  that,  without  in- 
convenience, the  masta,  spare,  and  equipments,  of  any 
one  of  a  dass  will  aerve,  mdifiaiantly ,  for  any  other  of 
the  aame  daaa.  All  the  new  ships,  of  each  rate,  are 
of  the  eame  daaa,  and  are  abaolutely  aimilar  in  all 
their  eqnipmenta,  and  in  the  dimendons  and  propor- 
tiona  of  their  hulls,  maata,  spars,  dfcc  This  strict  sLmi- 
larity  ahould  be  carefully  praaerved,  upon  every  prin- 
ciple of  convenience,  economy,  and  effidency. 

Timber,  which  fonns  an  object  of  mudi  aolidtude 
in  Great  Britain,  deacrvea  the  particular  attention  of 
the  Department,  tiie  reorganixation  of  which  will  doubt- 
leady  be  made  to  combine  the  neceaaary  talanta  and 
meana  to  provide  for  every  branch  of  the  aervice,  by  a 
aeaaonable,  diUgent,  and  judidoua  collection,  in  aecnre 
and  convenient  depota,of  all  the  materiale  which  enter 
into  the  conatruction  and  equipment  of  ahipa  of  war. 

When  it  is  considered  that  one  aeventy-four-gun 
ship  requires  two  thousand  large  oak  treea,  equal  to 
the  eatimated  produce  of  filty-aeven  acrea,  the  import- 
ance of  aeeuring,  for  public  use,  all  that  valuable  spe- 
eiee  of  oak,  which  is  found  only  on  the  Southern  sea* 
board,  is  suifidently  obvious. 

Dock  yards,  foundries,  smitheries,  and  armories^  in 
safe  and  eligible  dtuations,  are  indispensable  appen- 
dagea  of  ao  important  and  grovring  an  eatabliahment 
Theae  alwaya  collect  the  best  workmen,  and  aa  private 
interest  cannot  interfere  with  the  execution,  the  ma- 
terials and  workmanship  are  better,  and  the  woik  is 
performed  vrith  more  certainty  and  regularity,  than  by 
contract  with  private  individuala,  whoae  worka,  in 
aome  caaes,  may  be  ao  remote  from  the  aeat  of  do* 
mand,  that  the  tiani^rtation  may  cost  more  than  the 
aiSide. 

There  is  another  branch  of  the  serrioe  which  ap- 
peara  to  me  to  merit  the  aerioua  delibaratioB  of  the 
Legidature,  with  regard  to  the  eatabliahment  of  aome 
regular  system,  by  which  the  voluntary  enliatmants  for 
the  Navy  may  derive  occaaional  reinforcement  from  the 
eervices  <^  those  seamen,  who,  pursuing  thdr  own  pri- 
vate occupationa,  are  exempt,  by  their  itinerant  habita, 
from  public  service  of  any  kind.  In  my  view  thece 
would  be  nothing  incompatible  wiUi  the  free  spirit  of 
our  institutions,  or  with  the  rights  of  indiriduala,  if 
regiatera,  with  a  particular  deacriptive  record,  were 
kept  in  the  aeveral  diatoieta,  of  all  the  aeamen  belong- 
ing to  the  United  Statea,  and  provinon  made  by  law 
for  daasing  and  calling  into  the  puUie  service,  in 
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■nccctimiylbr  raafonable  lUitad  periodic  Bwh  portioiii 
or  dmmm,  mb  the  public  Mnrice  might  i«qaira«  and  if 
mny  iiidividiiml,  §o  called,  ihoald  be  abeent  at  the  time, 
the  next  ia  ancceiaiDa  should  peifono  the  tour  of  duty 
of  the  abientee,  who  ihooldy  on  hia  retuni,  be  liable 
to  serve  hia  oflginal  toar,and  hia  aabstitate  be  ezeinpt 
firom  bia  saoceeding  ragolar  toar  of  duty. 

In  the  militaiy  aerricer  ihoald  the  imnka  not  be  filled 
by  recroita,  the  defidencjr  of  regular  force  may  be 
made  up  bj  drmogfati  of  militia,  to  aaaemUe  at  a  givea 
time  and  place ;  not  ao  in  the  naval  aervioe,  it  de- 
pende,  exelunvely,  upon  ▼oluntaiy  enllatmenta,  upon 
which  there  ia  no  reliance  Ibr  any  given  object,  at  any 
time  er  place.  Hence,  the  moat  important  ezpeditiona 
may  utterly  fail,  though  every  pomible  exertion  ahall 
have  been  made  to  carry  them  into  ellect. 

If  we  examine,  with  due  attention,  the  nature,  ex- 
tent, and  impoitanoe  of  the  objecta  involved  in  the 
a^dminiatration  of  naval  afiains  and  contemplate,  in 
th/B  hiatoiy  of  agei  paat,  the  untuccenful,  though  in- 
delaiigable  labom  of  legialation,  science,  and  genius, 
to  petlect  the  system,  we  may  learn  to  appreciate  with 
more  aoeuraey,  and  cheriah  with  liberality,  the  life  of 
•tadyy  obaervation  and  experience,  required  to  arrive 
even  at  moderate  attainments  in  a  science,  which, 
thoai^h  iSuniliar  in  the  estimation  of  all,  is  the  most 
complicated,  critical,  and  interesting,  that  has  ever 
engaged  the  attention  or  influenced  the  deatinies  of  na- 
tions. My  sole  object  is  to  invite  the  attention  and 
liberality  of  the  National  Councils  to  the  requisite 
talents  and  qualificationa  for  the  cherishing  and  rear- 
ing to  maturity,  the  vigorous  plant,  around  which 
are  entwined  the  affections  and  confidence  of  the 
conntry. 

All  these  objecta  appear  to  me  to  be  intimately 
connected  with  the  revision  of  the  civil  adminstra- 
tion  of  our  naval  affairs,  the  Executive  branch  of 
which  should  be  conducted  by  persons  of  enlarged 
viewa,  collectively  combining  all  the  practical  know- 
ledge and  professional  intelligence  which  these  import- 
ant, diveisified,  and  comprehensive  subjects,  obviously 
require. 

yVe  have  a  good  foundation  upon  which  to  raise  a 
durable  superstructure ;  and  concluding  that  that  sys- 
tem cannot  be  radically  wrong,  which  has  produced 
such  favorable  results,  I  should  be  unwilling  to  hazard, 
by  an  entire  innovation,  the  benefits  we  have  derived, 
and  may  still  derive,  by  retaining  the  present  organ- 
ization of  the  Navy  Department,  and  providing,  by 
law,  for  an  intelligent,  practical,  and  efiicient  auxiliary 
agency,  such  as  experience  has  suggested. 

With  this  view,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit^  with 
great  deference,  the  following  system  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Department  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  distinguishing,  fi>r  the  sake  of  perspicuity,  in 
the  form  of  a  bill,  those  objects  which  appear  to  re- 
quire Legislative  provision,  firom  those  for  which  Ex* 
ecutive  regulation  may  prescribe  with  more  convenience 
and  advantage ;  the  outline  of  which  only  is  given, 
aa  the  ground-work  may  be  filled  up  to  greater  benefit^ 
when  the  collected  experience  and  talents  which  it 
contemplates  shall  have  deliberated  upon  the  subject. 

AnAdforiht  betUr  arganhaiion  of  the  Navy  De- 

partmtni. 

Be  ii  mneiedt  ^e..  That  the  efliee»  dutiia,  and  pow- 
ers of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the  Account- 
ant, Agents,  and  other  ofRotn  of  the  Department  of 
the  Navy,  be  and  remain  aa  now,  by  law,  estabUshed ; 


except  aa  heMinafter  modified,  alltred,  or  nanifaiied 
to  any  other  office  or  oflloes,  created  by  thia  act. 

8bc.  S.  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statea  ba 
and  ho  ia  hereby  authorized  to  deaignate  three  officeia 
of  the  Navy,  and,  with  the  advice  and  conaent  of  the 
Senate,  to  appoint  two  other  jadidoua  peraona,  skilled 
fii  naval  afiGura,  to  be  Inapecton  of  the  Navy,  who  to- 
gether ahall  conatitute  a  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the 
Navy,  three  members  whereof  shall  be  Doceasary  to 
form  a  quorum ;  and  the  buainesa  of  the  aaid  board 
diall  be  tranaacted  in  such  central  and  convenient 
place,  fbr  the  superintendence  of  the  aflaira  of  the  N^ 
vy,  aa  the  Frealdent  of  the  Uniied  Statea  shall  direct; 
who  ahall  abo  have  power  to  deaignate  the  presiding 
member,  and  to  appomt  the  aecretary  of  the  aaid  board, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep  regular  and  correct  re- 
eorda  of  all  the  tranaactiona  of  the  board,  and  to  tran^ 
mit  attcated  oopiea  of  all  auch  proceediaga  to  the  See- 
retary  of  the  Navy,  fbr  the  inapecUon  and  revisian  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  aa  aoon  aa  may  be 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting  at  which  any 
such  proceedings  shall  have  taken  place;  and  the  aaid 
board  shall  have  power  to  establiah  such  rules  and 
regulations,  fbr  its  own  proceedings,  and  to  empley 
such  number  of  clerks  and  assistants^  aa  well  for  the 
transacting  of  the  bnaineas  of  the  board,  as  fbr  that 
of  the  several  inapectora,  and  to  procure  each  hooka* 
maps,  charta,  plans,  drawings,  models^  and  atatkmefy 
aa  the  public  mtereat  may  require,  and  the  President 
of  the  United  Statea  approve. 

Sic  a.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  SeeraCaiy 
of  the  Navy  to  arrange  and  daas^  under  dialiact  and 
appiopriate  heada,  as  equally  as  may  be^  all  each  da- 
tiea  and  detaila  aa  may  be  Ibnnd  impracticable  fbr  the 
oficera  of  the  Depaitmeat  <^  the  Navy,  as  now  orgas- 
ized,  to  execute  with  advantage  to  the  public,  aad» 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Piesident  of  the  Unitad 
Statesb  to  aangn  to  each  inspector  of  the  Navy  the 
special  ohaige  and  execution  of  one  of  the  daasee,  eo 
airaaged ;  for  the  fiuthful  perfbnnance  of  which  t>nat» 
the  said  inspectors  shall  severally  be  held  responsible, 
under  the  instruction  and  subject  to  the  revision  of 
the  board  of  inspectors,  to  which  a  statement  of  all  the 
transactions  of  each  inspector  shall  be  submitted  fi>r 
revision,  at  each  stated  meeting,  and  an  abstract  there- 
of transmitted  monthly  to  the  Seoretary  of  the  Navy» 
with  such  remarks  thereon  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
may  require ;  and  it  shall  alao  be  Uie  du^r  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  to  prepare  a  system  of  general  reg- 
ulations, defining  and  prescribing  the  respective  pow- 
ers and  duties  of  the  board  of  inspectors  of  the  Navy» 
and  of  the  several  inspectors,  which  rules,  when  ap- 
proved by  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes,  shall  oe 
respected  and  obeyed,  until  altered  or  revoked  by  the 
same  authority;  and  the  same  general  regulations, 
thus  prepared  and  approved,  shall  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress at  their  next  aession. 

Szc.  4.  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtea  be 
and  he  Is  hereby  authorized  alone  to  appoints  person, 
skilled  in  the  science  and  practice  of  naval  architecture, 
to  the  office  of  Naval  Constructor;  and  alio  to  appoint 
two  naval  constructors.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  prepare  such  rules  and 
regulationa  for  connecting  the  business  of  the  Con- 
structor's department,  as  shall  app^^  necessary  and 
proper ;  which,  when  approved  by  the  President  of  the 
United  SUtes,  shall  be  respected  and  obeyed,  until  re- 
voked by  the  same  authority.  And  the  navalconetruc- 
tor  shall  be  allowed  one  clerk,  to  assist  m 
the  busineaa  of  his  department. 
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8sc.  6.  That  the  Prasident  of  the  United  States  be 
and  he  ii  hereby  authorized,  with  the  content  and  ad- 
vice  of  tiie  Senate,  to  appoint  a  Paymaeter  of  the  Nayy, 
who  riiall  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  agreeably  to 
the  directions  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
the  time  being ;  and,  before  he  enters  upon  the  duties 
of  the  same,  shall  give  bonds,  with  good  and  sufficient 
sureties,  in  such  sums  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  direct,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  hii  said 
office,  and  shall  take  an  oath  to  execute  the  duties 
thereof  with  fidelity. 

Sxc.  6.  That  all  letters  and  packets  to  and  from  the 
inspectors  and  paymaster  of  the  navy,  which  relate  to 
their  official  duties,  shall  be  free  from  postage. 

8«c.  7.  That  each  inspector  of  the  navy  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  pay  and  rations  of  a  captain  commanding 
a  squadron  on  separate  service,  and  abo  to  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  in  lieu 
of  house-rent,  fiiel,  forage,  dfce. ;  and  the  salary  of  the 
naval  constructor  shall  be  three  thousand  dollars  per 
annum ;  each  of  the  assistant  constructors,  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars  per  annum ;  the  paymaster 
of  the  navy,  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum  ;  the  see- 
retary  of  the  board  of  inspectors,  two  thousand  dollars 
per  annum  ;  and  the  clerks  and  assistants,  andiorised 
by  this  Dct,  shall  receive  such  reasonable  compensation 
for  their  services  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  direct. 

I  would  also  respectfully  suggest  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  the  establuhment  of  a  Naval 
Academy,  vrith  suitable  professors,  for  the  instruction 
of  the  offioezi  of  the  Navy,  in  those  branches  of  the 
mathematics  and  experimental  philoaophy,  and  in  the 
science  and  practice  of  gunnery,  theory  of  naval  archi- 
teeture,  and  art  of  mechanical  drawing,  which  are 
necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  naval  ofiker. 

In  order  to  illustrate  the  principles  and  operation  of 
the  proposed  organiaation  of  the  Navy  Department, 
the  following  outline  of  the  powers  and  duties  which 
it  is  contemplated  to  assign  to  the  board  of  inspectors, 
«nd  to  the  several  inspecton^  is  respectfully  suggested : 

Powers  and  dutUi  of  the  Board, 

The  board  shall  have  the  general  superintendence 
and  direction  of  the  afiairs  of  the  Navy,  under  the  in- 
structions from,  and  powers  delegated  by,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  authority  over  all  the 
officers,  agents,  and  persons,  employed  under  the  Navy 
Department ;  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  from 
time  to  time,  all  such  matters  and  things  as  may,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  board,  tend  to  promote  the  efficacy 
and  economy  of  the  establishment ;  and,  upon  the 
requisition  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  furnish  all  the 
estimates  of  expenditure  which  the  several  branches  of 
the  service  may  require,  and  such  other  information 
and  statements  as  he  may  deem  necessary. 

The  board  shall  have  the  power  of  making  contracts 
and  purchases,  either  directly  or  through  the  navy 
agents,  whose  power,  in  this  respect,  should  be  limited 
to  small  sums,  and  to  objects,  the  procuring  of  which 
may  not  admit  of  delay.  In  all  other  cases,  the  previ- 
ous sanction,  either  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of 
the  board  of  inspectors,  or  of  some  officers  authorized 
by  the  board,  should  be  indispensable. 

The  naval  lUtions  within  the  United  States  should 
be  designated  by  convenient  boundaries ;  and  an  offi- 
cer of  rank,  trust,  and  confidence,  should  reside  in  each, 
who  should,  under  the  instructions  of  the  board,  super- 
intend and  control  the  affiurs  of  the  Navy  within  his 
district,  and  report  to  the  board  from  time  to  time. 


All  requisitioBs  of  commanding  officers,  pursers,  and 
other  persons,  upon  the  agents,  should  be  checked,  and 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  board,  or  of  the  resident 
officer  authorized  by  the  board,  before  they  are  cob- 
plied  with. 

Payments  and  advances  should  be  made,  as  hereto- 
fore, through  the  navy  agents,  (except  those  for  the  pay 
or  the  Navy ;)  and  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  of  the  board,  or  of  the  officers  authorised  by  the 
board,  should  precede  all  payments  and  advancss, 
except  for  limited  and  urgent  demands. 

The  board  should  establish  general  regulatious  for 
the  conduct  of  its  memben,  in  the  discharge  of  the  spe- 
cial and  important  trusts  severally  asstgned  to  then  by 
the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy;  and  should  digest  and 
report  to  the  Department  distinct  regulations  for  the 
following  objects : 

1.  Uniform  regulations  establishittg  the  several  daaaes 
of  ships  and  vesaels  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States ; 
with  tables  of  the  dimensions,  proportions,  number, 
quantity,  quality,  nature,  and  descriptioB,  of  masta, 
spars,  rigging,  anchors,  cables,  armament,  nnd  equip- 
ments, of  all  kinds ;  and  of  the  quantity,  qnali^,  and 
description,  of  provisions  and  stores,  of  every  species, 
for  a  given  period,  for  each  class. 

S.  Regulations  for  receiving,  preserving,  israing,  and 
strictly  accounting  for,  the  expenditure  of  materiak 
and  stores  of  all  kinds,  and  in  every  department  of  the 
service,  within  the  United  States. 

3.  Regulations  for  surve]ring  and  authenticating  the 
actual  state  and  eondition  of  all  the  ships  and  veaseb 
of  the  Navy,  and  of  all  materials  and  stores,  of  every 
species,  reported  to  be  decayed,  damaged,  or  defective ; 
and  for  directing  the  repair,  conversion,  sale,  or  other 
disposition  of  the  same,  as  the  nature  of  ^e  caee  may 
require. 

i.  A  more  perfect  qratem  of  general  rsfubtions  for 
the  naval  service,  at  sea  and  on  the  Lakes. 

5.  General  regulations  for  the  flotilla  or  force  em- 
ployed in  harbor  defence,  adapted  to  the  peculiar  na- 
ture of  that  service. 

6.  Uniform  regulations  for  the  navy  yards,  arsenals, 
and  depots  of  stores  and  materials. 

7.  Regulations  for  the  cruising  ships  and  vessels  of 
the  Navy,  while  in  port;  for  the  recruiting  service; 
and  for  the  officen  of  the  Navy,  while  on  shore,  on 
duty,  or  on  furlough;  in  order  to  ascertain  the  actual 
state  and  local  situation  of  all  the  officers. 

8.  A  system  of  detailed  regulationo  for  the  naval 
hospitab,  and  medical  department  of  the  Navy  within 
the  United  States. 

9.  An  entire  and  new  system  of  reipilations  for  the 
pursers  in  the  Navy,  accurately  defining  their  duties, 
securing  a  more  strict  accountability;  limiting  their 
emoluments  by  a  fixed  and  reasonable  standard ;  and 
protecting  the  seamen  of  the  Navy  from  the  undue  ad- 
vantages which  may  be  practised,  with  impunity,  under 
the  present  system. 

10.  Regulations  for  ascertaining,  by  examination,  the 
moral  character  and  professional  qualifications  of  aU 
the  officers  of  the  Navy,  below  the  grade  of  a  master 
commandant,  classing  them  in  the  scale  of  their  several 
merits ;  and  of  the  pretensions  of  those  who  may  be 
selected  for  promotion,  as  well  as  of  the  candidates  for 
warrant  appointments  in  the  Navy. 

All  which  regulations,  when  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  should  be  established  and 
obeyed,  until  revoked  by  the  eame  authority. 

The  duties  and  details  of  the  aervios,  proposed  to  be 
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awignad  to  the  levenl  inipeeton  of  the  Navy,  nay  be 
clftMod  M  followa : 

Ist  ClMi.  Gomprchonding  the  general  cofreepond- 
enoe  of  the  board,  and  preparation  of  all  the  reports, 
estimatee*  and  etatemente,  reqairad  by  the  Department; 
and  the  oommontcation  of  t nch  propotitiona  and  in* 
formation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  the  board 
may  deem  interesting,  and,  also,  the  general  charge 
and  direction  of  the  flotilla  service  on  the  New  Orleans 
station. 

3d  Class.  Comprehending  the  general  military  cor- 
respondence with  all  the  offioere  of  the  Nav^ ;  the  roll 
oi  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  and  record  of  their  services, 
merits^  and  qualifications,  to  be  kept  on  the  files  of  the 
board;  orden  for  courts  of  inquiry  and  courts  martial, 
and  the  preparation  of  all  the  documents  and  state- 
ments connected  with  these  olijects;  alto,  the  general 
charge  and  Erection  of  the  flotilla  service  on  the  South- 
em  station,  viz :  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Norfolk. 

3d  Class.  Comprehending  the  direction  of  ordnance 
and  transportation ;  the  general  superintendence  of  the 
foundries,  laboratories,  armories,  and  other  works  con- 
nected with  the  naval  ordnance  department ;  and  the 
inspection  and  proof  of  arms,  ammunition,  dbc.  The 
direction  of  the  transportation  of  all  persons^  stores^ 
and  provisions  of  the  Navy,  by  land  and  water;  and 
the  general  charge  and  direc^n  of  the  flotilla  serviee 
in  the  Patapaoo  and  Delaware,  and  at  New  York« 

4tb  Class.  Comprehending  the  victualling  and  sus- 
tenanee,  including  purser's,  medical,  and  hospital 
storsa;  also,  the  general  charge  and  direction  of  the 
flotilla,  service,  on  all  the  naval  8tations»  from  New 
York  eastward,  and  on  Lake  Champlain. 

5th  Class.  Comprehending  the  supply  of  hemp» 
yams,  cordage,  sail  duck,  iron  and  other  metals,  an- 
chors, and  all  other  equipments  and  materials  required 
lor  the  service,  except  those  which  are  included  in  the 
foregoing  classes,  and  in  the  constructor's  department ; 
and,  also,  the  general  charge  and  direction  of  the  ser- 
vice on  Lake  Ontario,  and  the  upper  lakes. 

The  superintendence  and  direction  of  these  five 
classes  of  objects  would  be  distributed  among  the  five 
inspectora. 

The  department  of  construction,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Seoretaiy  of  the  Navy,  and  of  the  board  of  in- 
spectora, would  prepare  all  the  draughts,  plans,  and 
instructions,  lor  the  building  of  all  the  vessels  of  the 
Navy;  oonstmci  the  models,  and,  when  approved, 
direct  and  superintend,  under  the  control  of  the  board 
.  of  inspectors^  the  building  and  repairing  of  the  ships, 
vessels,  boata,  the  formation  of  maats^  apars,  m^ 
and  the  contraeting  lor  and  procuring  all  the  maleriala 
of  wood,  and  of  copper,  in  pigs,  bolts,  and  sheets,  no- 
ceasary  for  the  supply  of  the  Navy;  construct  from  the 
lines,  in  the  mould  loft,  all  the  moulda  requisite  for 
moulding  and  bevelling  the  timber  in  the  foreat,  under 
the  direction  of  skilful  persons  to  be  employed  by  the 
constructor  for  that  purpose;  and  superintend  the  con- 
struction of  the  wharves,  riiips,  workshops,  and  en- 
gines, required  in  building  and  repairing  ships  of  war. 
It  is  a  copious  subject,  in  which  it  Is  difficult  to 
combine  brevity  with  penpicuity. 

My  aim  has  been  to  provide  a  practical,  efficient,  and 
economical  system,  with  aa  much  individual  and  col- 
lective responsibility  aa  may  be  attainable;  and  I  feel 
a  persoaaion  that  the  result  would  not  greatiy  disap- 
point the  estimate  I  have  formed;  the  wiadom  of  tne 
Senate  will  betfear  apprseiate  it*  merits. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  JONES. 
Hon.  PaxsiDBST  or  Sxitatx. 

MILITLl  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  lo  call  apon 
the  several  Slates  and  Territories  thereof  for  their 
respective  quotas  of  — —  thousand  militia  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontiera  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Vasnum  addressed  the  President  aa  fol- 
lows :  Sir,  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the  im« 
portance  of  the  present  criaia  of  our  national  eon- 
eern8,ftDd  the  importance  of  the  adoption  of  strong 
and  energetic  measures,  well  calculated  to  meet 
and  repoue  the  force  which  the  enemy  contem- 
plate placing  in  the  field  against  us.  And,  sir,  no 
man  in  this  Senate  will  go  further  than  I  shall 
feel  disposed  to  go  to  effectuate  the  object  which 
must  be  dear  to  erery  friend  of  the  nation  and 
the  rights  of  the  people,  to  repulse  our  enemy  in 
the  field,  procure  a  just  and  equitable  adjustment 
of  the  dinerences  Mtweea  the  two  nations,  and 
produce  an  honorable  peace,  provided  the  mea- 
•urea  puraued  shall  appear  to  me  to  be  founded  in 
justice  and  equity. 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  great  responsibility 
which  rests  on  the  Qovernment  of  tne  United 
States  at  the  present  crisis.  The  Constitution  hav- 
ing confided  the  defence  of  the  country  to  the  Qen- 
eral  Qorernment,  and  clothed  it  with  authority 
to  call  upon  the  physical  force  of  the  nation  to  aid 
in  making  such  defence,  and  to  draw  on  the  fiscal 
resources  of  the  country  for  a  revenue  sufficient 
to  meet  the  expenses  necessarily  incurred  in  mak- 
ing defence,  Congress  are  at  this  period  most  im- 
periously bound,  upon  their  responsibility,  and  in 
discbarge  of  their  important  duty,  to  adopt  mea- 
sures commensurate  with  the  exigencies  of  the 
nation ;  and  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  necessity 
of  providing  a  large  and  ample  military  force  be- 
fore the  opening  of  the  next  campaign.  But,  sir, 
the  raising  such  forces  should  be  predicated  on 
ground  which  cannot  fail  of  bringioff  it  into  the 
field  early  in  the  Spring  $  it  ought  to  be  placed  on 
principles  the  best  calculated  to  do  equal  justice 
to  all  classes  of  your  citizens.  In  that  way  alone 
you  will  insure  the  confidence  of  the  people,  enlist 
their  feelings,  and  secure  their  aid  in  carrvin^ 
your  system  into  effect.  Surely,  sir,  these  desi- 
rable qualities  are  not  lo  be  found  in  the  bill  be- 
fore you. 

To  endeavor  to  substantiate  the  position  I  have 
taken  on  this  occasion,  I  must  be  permitted  to  re- 
cur to  the  provisions  of  the  bill.  In  doiog  this,  it 
is  not  my  intention  to  implicate  the  motives  or 
abilities  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill, 
nor  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  supported  it  on 
this  floor ;  but  the  bill  being  public  propertV)  the 
errors  which  it  contains  are  fair  subjects  of  ani- 
madversion—nor shall  I  attempt  a  reply  to  the 
fine  theoretical  arguments  which  have  been  made 
use  of  in  support  of  the  bill;  but  will  endeavor  to 
point  out  soSie  of  its  defects,  and  «» ^  ^^»  of  the 
moat  practicable  remedy  for  those  deiccta. 
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The  first  seetioa  of  the  bill  reqairet  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  toeall  upon  the  Szeea- 
tiTes  of  the  seireral  Slates  and  Territories,  for 
their  respectiire  quotas  of  eighty  thousand  militia, 
to  serve  for  two  years.  It  would  seem,  sir,  by 
this  section,  that  the  committee  were  of  opinion, 
that  eip^hty  thonsand  men  in  addition  to  the  pres- 
ent Military  Establishment,  which  consists  of 
sixty- two  thousand,  making  in  the  whole,  142,* 
000,  would  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
United  States,  at  all  points,  the  next  campaign. 
In  this  opinion  of  the  committee,  I  do  most  cor- 
dially acquiesce ;  for.  sir,  under  the  existiog-cir* 
eumstances  of  our  situation,  and  the  situation  of 
Europe,  it  is  very  probable  that  an  imposing  force 
will  assail  us  the  next  campaign ;  and  I  consider 
it  an  imperative  duty,  obligatory  on  the  National 
Legislature,  to  do  all  in  their  power,  to  repulse 
the  invasion  of  the  enemy  at  every  point— and  to 
insure  this  object,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  a  reliance 
upon  a  less  number  of  men  in  the  field,  than  that 
contemplated  by  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  would 
be  highly  impolitic,  improper,  and  calculated  to 
jeopardize  the  safety  of  the  nation ;  yet,  in  some 
of  the  subsequent  sections  of  it,  we  find  that  in- 
stead  of  realizing  the  pleasing  prospect  of  seeing 
an  ample  force  in  the  field,  that  the  force  is  to  be 
reduced  to  an  indefinite  amount ;  which  contra- 
diction  in  terms,  inconsistency  in  principle,  and 
uncertainty  in  effect,  cannot  fail  to  produce  mor- 
tification  and  chagrin  in  every  breast,  entertain- 
ing thesame  impresionson  the  subject  which  I  do. 

The  same  section  of  the  bill  provides  for  call- 
ing out  this  force  for  two  years,  and,  in  subsequent 
sections  of  the  bill,  it  is  provided  that  the  men 
shall  be  raised  by  draught,  in  the  last  resort.  Sir, 
this  mode  of  draughting  men  from  the  militia  for 
two  years,  I  must  confess  is  a  novel  idea  to  me, 
and  I  do  believe  it  will  be  so  to  the  nation.  I 
have  lived  to  see  draughts  from  the  militia,  under 
a  colonial  system,  when  the  United  States  were 
colonies  to  Great  Britain.  I  have  seen  and  i>ar- 
ticipated  in  the  raising  of  men  for  public  service, 
by  draught  and  otherwise,  from  the  eommeoce- 
ment  of  the  Revolutionary  war  up  to  the  present 
time,  and  in  no  instance,  which  has  come  within 
in jr  knowledge,  has  there  been  a  draught  from  the 
militia,  for  a  longer  term  than  nine  months ;  and 
generally  the  terms  of  service  have  been  much 
shorter  than  nine  months. 

No  such  unreasonable  exercise  of  power,  as  I 
conceive  to  be  contained  in  this  bill,  ever  was 
attempted  under  our  former  Colonial  Gk>vern- 
meots ;  notwithsunding  such  attempts  might  have 
been  fostered  by  the  Monarchical  Government 
under  which  we  then  acted.  No  such  attempt  was 
made  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  notwith- 
standing our  very  existence  as  a  nation  much  de- 
pended upon  our  placing  a  competent  number  of 
ii^en  in  the  field.  No  such  attempt  has  been  made 
since  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  until  it 
made  its  appearance  in  the  bill  before  you.  Sir,  let 
us  examine  the  law  passed  in  17d5,  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  call  out  the  mi- 
litia for  the  purposes  designated  by  the  Constitu- 
tion.   By  that  law  we  find,  that  such  was  the  del- 


icacy of  Qeneral  WASBmaToif,  the  tlMa  Pnsi- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  whose  capaeicy  for 
judging  correctly  on  a  subject  of  this  kiod  all 
must  acknowledge,  and  such  was  the  deliescf  of 
Congress  upon  this  subject,  at  that  time,  that  a 
positive  provision  was  made  in  the  law,  that  the 
militia  called  out  under  it  should  not  be  held  to 
serve  more  than  three  months  in  any  one  year ; 
and  the  provisions  of  that  law,  with  a  view  to 
equal  distribution  of  justice  among  the  individ- 
uals comprising  the  militia, go  furtiwr,  and  deelaie 
not  only  thai  the  militia  called  out  shall  not  be 
held  to  serve  more  than  three  months  in  any  one 
year,  but  that  they  shall  not  be  held  to  serve  more 
than  in  due  rotation  with  every  other  able-bodied 
man  of  the  same  rank  in  the  battalion  to  which 
they  belong.  Such,  sir,  was  the  view  uken  by 
General  WAaaiNOTON,  and  by  the  Cong^ress  m 
1795,  in  regard  to  the  Impropnety  of  calling  out 
the  militia  for  long  terms  of  service. 

The  principle  then  adopted  has  been  sacredly 
adhered  to  ever  since  that  period,  until  about  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war;  at  which 
time  provisions  were  made  for  detaining  the  mili- 
tia to  be  detached  for  six  months.    Thus,  air,  we 
shall  find,  that  from  time  immemorial,  the  peo[^ 
of  this  nation  have  been  in  the  habit  oif  believtog 
that  draughts  from  the  militia  were  not  to  be  made 
for  a  term  anything  like  that  named  in  the  bill  be- 
fore yoo,  and  that  belief  has  been  justly  founded 
on  the  uniform  practice  of  all  the  various  Qovem- 
ments  which  have  been  in  operation  here,  since 
the  first  settlement  of  the  country  by  civilized 
man.    In  fact,  sir,  that  draughts  from  the  militia 
should  not  exceed  the  term  of  nine  months,  is  folly 
established  as  a  principle  of  common  law,  which 
no  one  has  ever  attempted  to  violate  before  the 
introduction  of  the  bill  under  consideration.    And 
I  very  much  fear,  sir,  that  the  violation  of  the 
principle  which  the  bill  proposes  to  introduce, 
will  not  sit  very  well  on  the  minds  of  the  people. 
Surely,  sir,  this  is  not  a  time  to  introduce  new 
principles  which  are  in  any  degree  calculated  to 
alienate  the  people^  or  any  part  of  them,  from  a 
vifforons  defence  or  our  national  rights.    I  con- 
sider this  system  of  draughting  militiamen  for  two 
year»'  service,  to  be  nnneeeasary,  unequal,  and 
unjust.    If  the  nation  wish  for  an  additional  force 
to  the  amount,  and  lor  the  term  mentioned  in  the 
bill,  why  not  proffer  terms  adequate  to  procure 
it,  and  make  it  a  part  of  the  regular  army  ?    Al- 
though I  admit,  that  the  General  Government 
have  power,  by  the  Constitution  under  which  we 
act,  to  call  on  a  part,  or  all  the  physical  force  of 
the  nation  for  the  defence  of  its  rights,  when  ne- 
cessary ;  yet,  sir,  I  contend,  that  this  power  oufht 
to  be  exercised  under  a  sound  discretion,  calcala- 
ted,  as  near  as  may  be,  to  do  equal  justice.    But 
this  bill  presents  to  my  mind  a  very  different  as- 
pect.   It  disregards  the  system  of  equality  for 
military  services  among  our  citizens,  and  violates 
the  principle  of  rotation  in  regard  to  those  services, 
which  has  been  held  sacred  by  those  who  bare 
gone  before  us,  and  which  I  consider  imperioasiy 
binding  upon  us; 

The  second  acetion  of  the  bill  pravidea  for  class- 
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ing  the  whole  of  the  mtlttia,  so  that  each  class 
shall  faroish  one  man  by  draught  or  contract  for 
tinro  years. 

This  mode  of  classification,  I  contend,  is  oo- 
equal  and  unjast,  as  it  includes  those  onlv  who 
are  enrolled  in  the  inilitia,iind  excludes  all  those 
iT^ho  are  not  enrolled  in  the  militia.    The  Tery 
act  of  classing  the  militia,  and  calling  upon  each 
class  to  furnish  one  man  for  two  years,  elearly 
demonstrates  that  the  Gtoirernment  is  aware  that 
the  pay  given  by  the  public  is  not  sufficient  to 
bring  the  men  into  the  field  for  such  length  of 
time.    This  fact  is  corroborated  by  the  provision 
in  the  first  section  of  the  bill  which  apportions 
the  men  to  be  raised  amongst  the  States  and  Ter- 
ritories upon  the  principle  of  representation  and 
direct  taxation,    in  this  principle,  distributire 
.justice  is  properly  regarded  as  it  rebtes  to  the 
States  and  Territories.    But,  sir,  it  is  entirely  I 
atiandoned  as  it  relates  to  the  people  at  large,  by 
your  mode  of  classification. 

If  the  situation  of  the  nation  has  become  such 
aa  to  make  it  necessary  to  clas«  the  people  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  an  adequate  number  of  sol- 
diers, 1  conceive  that  the  just  and  equitable  mode 
of  doing  it  would  be  to  include  in  your  classes  all 
the  taxable  polls,  and  all  the  uxable  property  by 
whomsoever  poeseesed— the  classes  to  be  so  formed 
as  that  each  class  should  contain,  as  near  as  may 
be,  a  just  and  due  proportion  of  all  the  taxable  polls 
aod  property ;  each  individual  in  a  class  should 
be  holden  to  contribute  towards  procuring  a  sol- 
dier,  by  contract,  in  proportion  to  the  taxables 
he  may  possess.    And  in  order  to  insure  the  rais- 
ing your  men  by  elassinff  the  people,  you  must 
provide  that  each  class  wnioh  does  not  procure  a 
soldier  by  contract  in  a  given  time,  shall  be  taxed, 
each  individual  in  proportion  to  the  taxables  he 
may  possess,  in  a  sum  sufficient,  at  all  events,  to 
raise  a  man  for  such  class;  the  assessment  on 
each  delinquent  class  should  be  collected  by  a  sum- 
mary process,  and  the  money  paid  into  the  hands 
of  a  faithful  officer,  who  would  not  fail  to  procure 
the  man. 

This  is  a  mode  pf  classification  similar  to  the 
one  adopted  in  the  Revoiutiottary  war,  which 
was  generally  satisfactory.  Contrast  this  system 
with  the  one  contained  in  the  bill  before  you, 
and  let  every  man  judge  which  of  them  ought  to 
be  preferred. 

In  the  one  ease,  all  the  persons  and  property  In 
the  nation  would  be  called  upon  to  disburse  a 
due  proportion  of  the  national  expense ;  andj  in 
the  other  case,  the  persons  enrolled  in  the  mitaia 
only  are  to  bear  the  expense  of  raising  and  get- 
ting into  the  field  eighty  thousand  troops,  to  serve 
for  two  years. 

The  persons  enrolled  In  the  militia  are  gene- 
rally composed  of  farmers,  mechanics,  and  labor- 
ers, not  very  affluent  in  their  circumstances,  but 
as  respectable  and  useful  members  of  society  as 
any  class  of  citizens  which  can  be  named.  I 
imagine  that  they  do  not  hold  one-third  of  the 
property  which  is  to  be  defended ;  and  yet,  sir, 
this  class  of  your  citizens  are  to  be  called  upon 
to  bear  the  whole  expense  of  thia  extensive  de- 


tachment, while  those  who  hold  two-thirds  of  the 
property  of  the  nation,  if  my  ideas  upon  that  sub- 
ject be  correct,  are  not  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  a 
cent.  I  can  see  no  reason  for  this  discrimination ; 
I  conceive  it  to  be  founded  in  error  of  so  deep  a 
die  as  to  materially  impede  our  operations  of  <k- 
fence,  if  not  to  defeat  them  altogether.  Prav,  sir, 
what  reason  can  be  given  why  the  rich  merchant, 
the  wealthy  farmer,  the  opulent  professional  gen- 
tleman, those  citizens  holding  property  who  are 
over  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  and  all  those  citi- 
zens between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  fortv-five, 
who  have  been  exempted  from  militia  duty  by  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  of  individual 
Slates,  should  be  exempted  from  a  participation 
in  the  extra  expense  of  this  draught  7  I  confess  I 
can  see  none,  nor  have  I  heard  of  but  one  at- 
tempted to  be  given ;  that  was,  that  the  militia 
were  called  on  by  this  bill  to  render  personal  ser- 
vice, and  not  for  pecuniarj'  aid.  But,  sir,  that 
assertion  is  proved  to  be  fallacious  by  the  bill 
itself.  In  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill  It  is  pro- 
vided, that,  "  for  the  purpose  of  equalizing  as 

<  much  as  possible  the  contributions  of  the  re- 
*speetive  classes,  in  all  cases  where  any  class 
'  may  furnish  a  militiaman  by  contract,  it  shall 

*  be  the  duty  of  such  militia  officer  or  officers,  in 
'  laying  off  the  respective  districts  eomprebend- 
'  ing  each  class,  to  apportion  the  same,  as  nearly 

*  as  possible,  according  to  the  value  of  property 

*  and  the  number  of  militiamen  subject  to  draught 

*  within  each  company."  Here,  sir,  we  find  a  di- 
rect appeal  to  pecuniary  aid,  anythin^f.  which 
has  been  said  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. But  it  is  said  the  alternatives  in  this  seeond 
section  of  the  bill  ameliorate  the  severities  in  the 
precedinff  parts  of  it.  What  are  those  alterna- 
tives 1  The  first  provides,  ^  that  if  any  State  or 
'  Territory  shall,  within  three  months  after  the 

*  passing  of  this  act,  furnish  its  quota  of  militia, 

<  or  any  part  thereof  required  by  this  act,  or  any 
'  other  troops  in  lieu  thereof,  for  an  equal  or 
'  longer  term  of  service,  the  same  shall  be  re- 

<  eeived  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  in 

*  substitution  of  the  same  number  of  militia  called 
*for  by  this  act;  and  in  that  case  the  draught 

*  shall  so  far  cease  to  take  effect."    I  must  con- 
fess, sir,  that  this  alternative  does  not,  in  my  riew, 
present  such  beneficial  featuresj  as  some  gentle- 
men have  imagined  were  contained  in  it.    It  is 
to  be  sure  a  modest  appeal  to  tke  patriotism  of 
the  Sutcs  and  Territories  to  furnish  their  quotas 
of  the  men-  to  be  raised,  pretty  much  of  the  na- 
ture of  a  recommendation  under  the  old  articles 
of  Confederation,  when  Congress  had  power  to 
recommend,  but  none  to  execute.    It  gives  the 
States  and  Territories  three  months  to  consider 
of  the  question,  and  consequently  suspends  the 
whole  operation  of  raising  the  men,  otherwise 
than  by  State  or  Territorial  authority,  during  that 
period.    Well,  sir,  let  us  suppose,  which  certainly 
IS  at  least  a  very  possible  case,  that  at  the  end  of 
three  mouths  you  find  that  the  States  and  Ter. 
ritories  have  not  thought  proper  to  farnlsh  the 
men,  what  then  is  to  be  done?    Why,  sir,  at  t^^ 
time  when  your  men  ought  to  be  ready  to  tafc« 
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the  field)  yoa  will  bare  tocommeBce  raising  them 
hy  the  dilatory  and  very  uncertain  modes  pointed 
oat  by  the  bill.  Your  militia  must  be  then  classed, 
and  each  class  is  to  furnish  a  man  by  contract  or 
draught ;  here  again  the  bill  appeals  to  the  patriot- 
iam  of  the  classes,  and  tells  them  if  thev  will  each 
flimish  a  man  by  contract,  they  will  be  exempt 
from  the  draught.  Well,  sir,  what  if  the  patriot- 
ism of  the  clabses  should  not  be  sufficiently  strong 
to  induce  them  toj)rocure  their  man  by  contract? 
The  only  remedy  which  the  bill  provides  in  that 
case  is,  for  them  to  resort  to  the  draught.  Sir, 
who  is  authorized  to  make  this  draught  1  I  find, 
by  the  second  and  fourth  sections  of  the  bill,  that 
the  classes  are  each  imperatively  called  on  to  fur- 
nish a  man  for  two  years,  either  by  draught  or 
contract.  I  find  no  militia  officer  authorized  to 
make  the  draught,  nor  any  other  person  except 
the  class  itself.  Hence,  however  novel  and  sub- 
versive of  all  military  and  militia  principles  of 
procedure  this  provision  may  appear,  I  must  con- 
clude, that  the  classes  alone  are  authorized  to 
make  the  draught. 

Will  the  classes  make  the  draught  under  the 
novel  and  extraordinary  provisions  of  this  bill? 
I  imagine  they  will  not,  sir.  First,  because  no 
bounty  is  offered  them  for  procuring  their  men  by 
contract;  and, secondly,  because  no  penalty  what- 
ever is  required  of  them  for  omitting  t6  raise  their 
men  by  contract,  nor  for  refusing  to  make  the 
draught.  Sir,  I  will  quit  this  part  of  the  subject 
for  the  present,  in  order  to  make  some  further  ob- 
servations on  the  details  of  the  bill ;  but  I  purpose 
to  touch  upon  it  again  before  I  sit  down. 

By  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  every  command* 
ing  officer  of  a  company  of  infantry  is  called  upon 
to  enter  upon  his  muster  roll  every  person  subject 
to  militia  dutjr  within  the  beat  or  district  com- 
prehending his  company,  whether  of  artillery, 
cavalry,  grenadiers,  light  infantry,  volunteers,  or 
by  whatever  other  denomination  distinguished, 
which  muster  roll  is  to  be  made  on  oath  and  re- 
turned to  the  commander  of  the  battalion  or  regi- 
ment to  which  he  belongs,  and  by  such  com- 
mander to  the  brigade  inspector,  and  by  him  to 
the  adjutant  eeneral  of  the  State  or  Territory ; 
whereupon,  ail  the  militia  of  every  description 
entered  upon  such  muster  roll  shall  in  like  man- 
ner be  subject  to  classification,  for  the  purposes 
of  draught  or  contribution  required  by  the  act. 

In  the  first  place,  sir,  I  would  inquire  for  what 
purpose  the  commanders  of  companies  of  infantry 
are  called  upon  to  enrol  those  of  other  corps?  I 
know  that  it  has  been  said,  that  the  other  corps 
being  scattered  over  a  more  extensive  territory, 
would  not  so  expeditiously  be  called  out  by  their 
own  officers,  as  they  would  be  by  the  provisions 
of  this  bill,  against  which  statement  I  must  most 
peremptorily  protest.  I  have  been  a  long  time  in 
the  militia,  and  have  had  the  superintendence  of 
many  draughts  from  it  for  public  service,  and  I 
am  compelled  to  assure  you,  that  the  officers  of 
these  select  corjis.  to  their  honor  he  it  spoken, 
have  always  on  such  occasions  been  active,  per- 
severing, and  prompt,  in  procuring  their  men, 
and  quite  as  early  in  making  their  returns  as  the 


officers  of  the  infantry,  whose  commands  were 
much  more  compact.  Besides,  sir,  I  do  conceive 
that  you  are  imposing  upon  the  commanders  of 
infantry  companies  a  -duty  which  does  not  de- 
volve upon  them  in  virtue  of  their  commiaaioas, 
the  oath  they  have  l^ken,  or  the  tenure  of  the 
office  they  hold.  And,  sir,  if  they  should  attempt 
to  carry  into  efiect  the  mandates  of  this  bill,  la 
regard  to  the  members  of  select  corps,  I  know  of 
no  constitutional,  legal,  or  military  principle 
which  would  enable  them  to  do  it.  The  officers 
and  men  composing  tbeae  select  corps,  so  far  as  I 
know,  are  honorabla  men,  at  alt  times  willing  to 
do  their  duty,  and  you  most  conceive,  air,  that 
the 'degradation  imposed  upon  them  by  this  bill 
most  be  very  mortifying  to  them. 

That  part  of  the  third  aeetion  which  directs  the 
commanders  of  battalions  and  regiments  to  make 
their  returns  of  enrolments  to  the  brigade  in- 
spector, is  unmiiitary  and  highly  improper.  It 
compels  them  to  make  their  returns  to  an  officer 
below  them  in  rank,  and  that  officer  is  directed  to 
forward  the  returns  to  the  adjutant  general,  pass- 
ing by  the  brigadier  generals  and  the  major  gen- 
erals ;  officers  eminently  responsible  for  the  cor- 
rect performance  of  duty  by  all  the  oflleers  and 
soldiers  under  their  command,  and  who  always 
have  in  their  posaeasion  documenta  by  which  aoy 
attempt  to  commit  m  fraud  can  be  cheeked  and 
detected.  By  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  yon  have 
BO  check  upon  fratid  except  the  oaths  of  the  cap- 
tains  of  infantry.  You  require  the  adjutant  gen- 
eral, by  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  to  determine 
how  many  men  shall  compose  each  elass,  and  to 
apportion  the  classes  and  number  of  men  to  be 
detached  from  the  several  brigades,  regiments,  or 
battalions.  This  is  m  new  duty  assigned  to  the 
adjutant  generalu,  and  one  which  I  should  ima- 
gine they  would  not  be  very  fond  of  discharging. 

When  the  adjutant  generals  have  eompieced 
the  duty  assigned  them,  they  are  to  transmit 
copies  of  their  doings  to  the  brigadiers,  who  are 
charged  with  a  transmittanee  of  such  copies  to 
the  commanding  officers  of  regiments  and  battal- 
ions, leaving  no  reapoasibility.for  the  correct  dis- 
tribution of  the  men  to  be  draughted  on  the  brig- 
adiers, nor  upon  the  commandera  of  regiments  or 
battalions;  but  the  commanders  of  companies  are 
charged  with  dividing  the  men  into  classes,  con- 
formably to  the  number  assigned  to  each  claas  by 
the  adjutant  general.  Here  the  militia  part  of 
the  operation  for  raising  your  men  ends.  The 
captains  are  not  charged  with  the  duty  of  even 
informing  the  men  how  they  are  classed ;  they 
are  not  directed  to  keep  a  record  of  the  classifica- 
tion, nor  to  make  return  of  their  doings  to  any 
superior  officer.  The  classes  are  then  left  to  per- 
form all  the  remaining  obligations  of  raising  the 
men,  and  that  too  without  being  legally  informed 
of  whom  they  consist.  Sir,  the  third  and  fourth 
sections  of  the  bill  appear  to  me  to  be  not  only 
destitute  of  every  systematic  military  principle, 
but  in  open  hostility  to  every  military  procedure 
heretofore  id  practice,  or  which  ever  can  be  prac- 
tised with  that  degree  of  precision  and  certainty 
which  the  nature  of  this  caae  seems  to  require. 
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A  neir  path  is  uken  upon  gronod  which  I  beliere 
mras  never  occupied  before,  neither  in  this  or  any 
other' coon  try,  upon  a  similar  occasion.    The  re- 
sponsibility of  your  principal  militia  officers  is 
dispensed  with,  and  the  whole  ground  appears  to 
me  to  be  enveloped  in  doubt  and  uncertainty; 
whereas  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  the  crisis 
demands  the  adoption  of  the  most  prompt,  ezpe- 
ditiotts,  and  certain  mode  practicable  for  raising 
the  men  and  preparing  them  for  the  field,  and 
this  can  only  be  done  by  pursuing  the  correct 
military  system  heretofore  uniformly  practised 
upon  in  raising  men  by  draught.    Permit  me  to 
state  it,  sir.    The  President  of  the  United  States 
calls  on  the  Executive  of  a  State  (say  Massachu- 
setts, if  you  please)  for  a  due  proportion  of  the 
men  to  be  raised.    The  Executive  of  the  State 
always  has  before  him,  deposited  in  the  adjutant 
general's  office,  the  number  of  men  contained  in 
each  division  and  brigade  in  the  State ;  the  Gov- 
ernor calls  on  the  adjutant  general,  as  one  of  his 
staff,  to  apportion  the  whole  number  of  men  called 
for  among  the  several  divisions,  according  to  their 
namber;  for  the  correctness  of  the  apportion- 
ment the  Governor  holds  himself  responsible;  and, 
as  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia,  he  issues 
his  general  order,  containing  the  apportionment 
among  all  the  divisions,  directing  the  major  gen- 
erals, or  commanders  of  divisions,  to  cause  the 
men  assigned  to  their  respective  divisions  to  be 
raised  agreeably  to  the  principles  of  the  law  un- 
der which  they  are  to  be  raised.    The  major 
geoeral  apportions  the  men  assigned  to  his  di- 
Tision  among  the  brigades  composing  the  division, 
according  to  their  numbers,  and  adds  his  division 
orders,  directing  the  brigadiers  to  cause  the  men 
assigned  to  their  respective  brigades  to  be  raised 
in  like  manner.    Bach  brigadier  apportions  the 
men  to  be  raised  in  his  bri^e  amone  the  regi- 
ments and  battalions  composing  the  brigade,  ac- 
cording to  their  numbers,  and  adds  his  brigade 
orders,  directing  tbeeommanding  officers  of  regi- 
ments and  battalions  to  cause  the  men  assigned 
to  their  respective  itgiments  or  battalions  to  be 
raised  in  like  manatr.   £2ach  commanding  officer 
of  a  regiment  or  battalion  apportions  the  men 
assigned  to  his  regiment  or  battalion  among  the 
companies  composing  such  regiment  or  battalion, 
according  to  their  numbers,  and  adds  his  regi- 
mental or  battalion  orders,  directini^  the  captains 
or  commanding  officers  of  companies  composing 
his  regiment  or  battalion  to  raise  the  ra^  as- 
signed to  them,  respectively,  in  like  manner,  and 
to  make  return  to  him  of  their  doing  therein 
within  a  given  time,  together  with  the  names  of 
the  men  so  raited.   All  the  orders  and  apportion- 
ments, from  the  Governor  down,  are  transmitted 
to  the  commanders  of  companies,  and  by  them 
read  to  their  respective  companies,  and  recorded 
in  the  orderly  book  of  the  company,  which  is  al- 
ways open  to  the  inspection  of  any  person  who 
may  think  himself  aggrieved  by  the  doings  of 
any  superior  officer,  and  for  correcting  any  other 
error  which  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  com- 
mitted in  the  course  of  anv  official  transaction  of 
any  officer  of  the  line.    The  officers  to  command 
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in  the  detachment  are  detailed  from  the  division^ 
brigade,  and  regi mental  and  battalion  rosters,  ac- 
cording to  their  rank  and  standing  on  the  roster 
for  duty,  and  are  all  included  in  the  general 
return. 

All  these  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  several 
grades  of  officers  which  I  have  named,  op  to  the 
Governor.  The  major  geoeraU,  brigadiers,  and 
commanders  of  regiments  and  battalions  have 
their  respective  staff  officers  attached  to  them, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  assist  in  apportioning  the  men, 
in  copying  and  distributing  the  orders^  in  digest* 
iog,  arranging,  and  transmitting  returns,  and  of 
keeping  a  fair  record  of  all  orders,  returns,  and  of 
all  other  official  proceedings  of  the  commanders 
of  the  said  corps  in  their  said  capacities;  but  the 
commanding  officers  of  corps  are  responsible  for 
the  accuracy  of  the  apportionment,  the  correct- 
ness of  the  returns^  and  all  other  official  transac- 
tions done  and  performed  by  them.  I  should  not 
have  troubled  the  Senate  with  these  details,  had 
I  not  been  deeply  impressed  with  the  idea  that 
the  arrangement  for  raising  the  men  pointed  out 
by  the  bill  is  wholly  impracticable,  and  that  m 
better  course  might  and  ought  to  be  pursued. 
The  mode  of  procedure  which  I  have  named,  I 
conceive  to  be  fouoded  in  strict  military  princi- 
ples. It  engages  the  assistance  and  retains  the 
responsibility  which  by  law  is  justly  imposed 
upon  every  officer  of  the  militia,  from  the  Gov- 
ernor to  the  commander  of  a  company.  It  secures 
to  you  ample  means  for  correcting  anv  error,  and 
for  detecting  any  fraud  which  may  take  place  in 
the  apportionment,  raising  the  men,  or  in  the  re- 
turns. It  affords  means  by  which  the  (Govern- 
ment can  at  all  times  ascertain  the  exact  number 
of  men  which  they  have  engaged  for  the  public 
service^  isasy  and  generally  well  understood. 

Sir,  in  regard  to  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill,  I 
will  only  say,  that  the  organization  of  the  men 
detached  into  divisions,  brigades,  regiments,  and 
companies,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  more  prop- 
erly vested  in  the  Grovernors  of  the  States  and 
Territories,  than  in  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  Governors  must  know  better  than 
the  President  can  know,  the  local  situation  of  the 
officers  detailed  and  men  detached,  and  conse- 
quently are  better  'qualified  to  organize  them  to 
their  satisfaction,  and  in  a  manner  the  most  use- 
ful to  the  public  service. 

The  sixth  section  very  properly  provides  for  in- 
flicting a  penalty  on  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
shall  fail  to  obey  the  orders  of  a  proper  officer  for 
carrying  into  effect  any  provision  of  the  bill;  but 
this  provision  must  be  considered  as  applying  to 
those  officers  and  soldiers  only,  who  have  been 
detailed  or  detached,  if  it  be  true,  tlvtt  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  have  no  power  to  in- 
flict punishment  on  the  militia  until  they  are 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
therefore  cannot  attach  to  any  of  the  officers  or 
soldiers  of  the  militia  who  may  not  have  been 
detached  or  detailed. 

The  seventh  section  of  the  bill  provides,  that 
the  militia  to  be  raised  under  this  bill  shall  not 
be  compelled  to  serve  beyond  the  Ut^iu  oC  the 
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State  or  Territory  who  famish  them,  and  the 
limits  of  ao  sdjoiDing  State  or  Territorf,  with 
the  exception  of  Tennessee,  Keotacky,  Pennsf  1- 
Tania,aDd  Virginia.  Sir,  I  bare  always  imagined 
that  the  United  States  composed  one  great  family 
for  the  purposes  of  national  defence  j  that  if  an 
enemy  should  inrade  the  State  of  Maryland,  and 
the  forces  of  the  militia  of  Massachusetts  were  ne- 
cessary to  repel  sach  invasion,  that  we  were 
bound  to  afford  our  aid,  and  so  vice  vena;  but, 
air,  if  the  Senate  are  tenacious  of  retaining  the 

Srineiples  of  this  section,  I  must  submit  to  their 
ecision. 

The  eighth  section  of  the  hill  I  consider  to  be 
necessary  and  proper. 

In  the  ninth  section  of  the  bill  it  is  provided, 
that  any  three  classes  which  will  furnish  two 
men  for  the  war,  shall  be  exempt  from  the  mili- 
tia duty  required  by  the  bill.  Here  I  must  be  per- 
mitted, sir^  to  ask  gentlemen  if  this  provision  does 
not  come  in  direct  contact  with  your  recruiting 
•errice  for  the  war?  Your  men  which  you  may 
calculate  on  recruiting  for  the  war  are  shrewd, 
calculating  men, and  the  moment  this  bill  shall  be 
published  they  will  have  an  eye  to  the  bountv 
which  they  ma^  acquire  from  the  classes,  in  ad- 
dition to  that  given  by  the  public ;  and,  sir,  will 
not  this  retard,  if  not  entirely  suspend  the  recruit- 
ing service  for  the  war,  until  it  shall  be  ascer- 
tained what  bounty  can  be  obtained  from  the 
classes?  I  apprehend  that  it  will,  sir;  and  if 
that  should  prove  to  be  the  case,  the  supension 
will  be  attended  with  very  inconvenient,  if  not 
fatal  consequences.  The  bill  allows  the  States 
or  Territories  three  months  to  furnish  the  men  in 
their  own  way ;  if  not  so  furnished  within  that  pe- 
riod, it  contemplates  that,  if  the  classification  takes 
place,  the  classes  are  allowed  twenty  days  to  pro- 
cure the  man  by  contract  before  the  draught  can 
take  place;  then,  sir^  allowing  that  the  men  are 
to  be  classed  immediately  upon  the  transmission 
of  the  bill  to  the  States  and  Territories,  (which  I 
can  by  no  means  conceive  will  be  the  case,)  the 
recrultinff  service  for  the  war  and  the  operatioas 
of  this  bill  are  postponed  for  at  least  one  hundred 
and  ten  davs  before  you  commence  the  operation 
of  law  for  ailing  the  ranks  of  the  regular  army,  or 
for  the  detachment  from  the  militia  provided  for 
by  the  bill,  which  will  carry  vou  far  into  April, 
when  in  fact  the  situation  of  the  country  requires 
that  the  regular  army  should  be  filled,  and  the 
militia  contemplated  by  this  act  organized  and 
ready  to  take  the  field,  before  the  commencement 
of  the  operation  of  the  one  or  the  other  system. 
Bat,  sir,  if  all  the  effects  contemplated  by  the 
friends  to  this  bill,  in  regard  to  filling  the  ranks 
of  the  regular  army,  should  be  realized,  what 
would  be  the  consequence  ?  Why,  sir,  instead  of 
the  force  of  142,000  men,  contemplated  by  the 
committee  as  the  necessary  force  with  which  you 
ought  to  open  the  next  campaign,  you  have  109,- 
000  only ;  for,  sir,  taking  it  for  granted,  that  we 
have  now  only  40,000  regular  troops  in  the  field, 
22,000  is  wanting  to  fill  op  that  establishment; 
consequently,  if  22,000  men  should  be  procured  by 
the  classes  pointed  out  in  this  bill,  33,000  classes 


would  be  exempt  from  the  aervieei  rcquiitd  by 
this  bill,  which  would  reduce  the  whole  oombw 
of  men  to  be  broaght  into  the  field,  as  1  havi 
suted,  to  109^000.  The  tenth  seetioo  provide 
for  the  sopposition  contained  in  it,  that  more  that 
men  enough  to  fill  the  regular  army  may  be 
raised  for  the  war  under  the  provisions  cMf  this  bill 
That  I  imagine,  air,  is  a  supposition  whieh  it  u 
scarely  necessary  to  provide  for;  bat  it  is  to  be 
remembered,  that  shoald  the  idea  be  realized,  it  it 
calculated  to  reduce  the  number  of  aett  eoo tern- 
plated  for  the  field  the  next  campaign,  to  the 
amount  of  one-third  of  the  whole  number  con- 
tained in  the  surplus  so  raised,  and  eonseqoentiy, 
instead  of  your  having  109,000  mea*-^whieh  I  most 
aj^ree,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  first  see- 
tioo of  the  bill,  is  an  adequate  nonber— oo  maa 
can  divine  how  far  below  that  nomber  your  foici 
is  to  be  reduced,  by  the  very  uncertaia  operaiioa 
of  this  bill.  Sir,  while  I  am  upoo  thia  part  of  the 
subject,  permit  me  aflaiB  to  revert  to  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  wbion  is,  in  a  eonsiderahle  degree 
connected  with  it.  That  section,  in  rMacioo  of 
the  principles  of  the  law  of  1795,  which  1  have 

? [noted  and  which  is  now  in  foroc^  and  been  uai- 
ormly  practised  upon  from  the  panage  of  the  lav 
to  this  time,  sobjeeu  all  the  militiamen  who  have 
rendered  service  in  the  present  war,  be  it  ever  so 
eminent,  to  the  same  chance  of  the  draught,  as  it 
does  those  who  have  never  rendered  any  service, 
totally  subverting  the  precious  principle  of  that 
law  which  provides  for  a  general  roution  of  ser- 
vice :  and,  sir,  this  vital  error  in  the  bill  seems  to 
be  acknowledged  by  the  same  section,  inasraueh 
as  it  goes  on  to  provide  that  all  fbrmer  services 
shsll  be  deducted  from  the  term  of  service  for 
which  they  may  be  draughted  onder  this  bill. 
Well,  sir,  what  becomes  of  the  permaneoey  of  the 
troops  to  be  raised  under  the  bill  ?  Why,  sir,  it 
vanishes  like  a  vapor,  and  leaves  no  real  siiUsfancc 
behind.  The  militiamen  which  are  made  subject 
to  this  draught,  and  which  have  rendered  services. 
are  many ;  probably  some  ef  them  eaay  have 
served  for  two  years,  and 'some  for  eirhteea 
months.  And  1  know,  sir,  that  many  of  theai 
have  served  for  one  year,  some  for  nine,  six,  and 
three  .months.  Then  yoo  go  on  to  make  your 
organization  upoo  the  prinoiples  of  the  hill,  your 
officers  are  all  detailed  to  command  the  deuch- 
ment,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  organiza- 
tion. It  may  appear  that  some  of  the  men  de* 
taehfd  have  already  served  for  two  years ;  they 
must  immediately  be  discharged,  some  must  no 
doubt  be  discharged  in  six  months,  and  I  know 
that  many  must  be  discharged  at  the  end  of  one 
year,  at  the  end  of  eighteen  months,  and  at  the 
end  of  twenty-one  months.  Thus,  sir,  the  per^ 
manency  of  your  establishment  will  be  gradually 
reduced  as  it  relates  to  the  men ;  but  no  provision 
is  made  for  reducing  the  officers  in  the  same  pro- 
portion. No,  sir,  thev  are  to  remain  in  the  sei^ 
vice,  and  consequently  in  the  pay  of  the  nation, 
until  the  end  of  the  term  for  which  they  were 
detailed,  uolers  the  President  of  the  United  States 
should  undertake  to  discharge  them,  without  im- 
puting to  them  any  fault  within  their  power  to 
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toDtrol,  which  I  abould  not  imagioe  wpuld  be 
ikely  to  %%ke  plaee.  This  is  the  pretended  lys- 
em  of  periaanency  io  yoar  Military  Establish- 
neot,  reduced  by  the  bill  Itfelf  to  iDsignifieaace 
ind  uocertaioty.  Besides,  sir,  it  is  provided  that 
he  officer  making  the  draught  shall  make  report 
o  the  Department  of  War  of  all  persons  draught- 
^d  by  him,  who  have  performed  a  tour  of  duty 
pecified  in  the  act.  But  who  is  the  officer  who 
s  to  make  this  return  to  the  Secretary  of  War  ? 
find  no  officer  designated  to  make  the  draught ; 
lonsequently  none  can  be  authorized  to  make  re- 
urn  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  It  mutt  therefore 
«  left  with  the  classes  to  do  it,  in  which  case  a 
iqrrespoodence  of  eighty  tbousand  may  be  opened, 
ind  in  all  probability  of  not  less  than  twenty 
housand  will  be  opened  between  the  classes  and 
he  Secretary  of  War  upon  this  particular  siab- 
ect,  when  according  to  the  mode  of  rauting  the 
nen  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  name,  should 
t  be  adopted,  each  captain  would  be  under  obli* 
Ration  to  make  this  statement  in  his  return, 
hroogh  the  proper  channel,  to  the  Governors. 
The  Governors  might  direct  the  adjutant  generals 
o  make  out  an  abstract  of  these  returns  from  the 
captains,  and  transmit  it  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
Rvhtch  would  open  with  him  a  little  over  twenty 
correspondents,  instead  of  at  least  twenty  thou- 
sand. And  for  my  own  part,  sir,  I  cannot  see 
Bvhy  the  Governors  of  the  States  and  Territories 
»hould  not  be  vested  with  the  authority  of  deci- 
ling  this  question,  without  troubling  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  with  it,  upon  their  being  responsible 
for  the  return  being  made  of  their  doings  tO'the 
Secretary  of  War,  for  the  information  of  the 
Gleneral  Gh)vernment. 

Sir,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  .point  out  to 
the  Senate  my  own  ideas  of  what  I  conceive  to 
t>e  errors,  both  in  principle  and  detail,  contained 
in  the  bill.  If  it  should  pass  the  Senate  in  its 
present  form,  I  shall  very  much  regret  it. 

1  should  be  eitremely  sorry  to  give  my  vote 
against  any  measure  calculated  to  promote  the 
object  of  general  defence;  but,  sir,  I  do  not  con- 
ceive that  this  bill  is  calculated  to  further  that 
object  in  the  most  desirable  and  practicable 
manner. 

I  do  consider,  sir,  that  the  bill  commences  with 
unusual  and  arbitrary  principles,  never  before  at- 
tempted to  be  imposed  on  the  militia  of  this  coun- 
try since  its  first  settlement  by  civilized  roan. 

It  appears  to  me,  sir,  as  I  have  endeavored  to 
show,  that  it  contains  principles  of  the  roost  deadly 
hostility  to  the  correct  military  principles,  now 
in  practice  in  the  militia,  for  raising  men  for  pub> 
lie  service.  It  dispenses  with  the  responsibility 
of  the  principal  militia  officers  in  raising  men,  and 
thereby  leaves  the  Qoveroroent  at  all  times  in  a 
state  of  entire  uncertainty  relative  to  the  number 
engaged  for  the  service.  It  is  an  extremely  impol- 
itic measure,  inasmuch  as  it  takes  new  and  unex- 
plored ground  for  its  basis,  which  may,  and  I 
presume  will,  be  disgusting  to  the  people,  at  a 
time,  too,  when  their  most  cordial  co-operation 
with  the  Government  is  eminently  necessary,  to 
enable  you  to  efieot  the  great  object  which  yon 


have  in  view.  In  its  most  prominent  features,  I 
conceive  that  everjr  discerning  eye,  not  a  member 
of  this  Senate,  will,  at  first  view,  peroeive  the 
most  manifest  iojustice  exhibited  to  individuals 
of  the  militia^tney  are  indiscriminately  to  be 
subjected  to  the  draught  for  two  years,  whatever 
may  be  their  situation  or  circumstances  in  life. 
Those  who  have  heretofore  rendered  services 
have  the  miserable  consolation  only,  of  being  Cold| 
that  their  former  term  of  service  shall  be  deduct- 
ed from  the  two  years,  while  the  honorable  prin* 
ciple  of  rotation,  now  existing  by  law,  is  totally 
disregarded.  And  inasmuch  as  the  militia,  not 
possessing  more  than  ono-third  of  the  property  of 
the  nation,  are  called  on  to  furnish  all  the  peea- 
aiary  means  of  procuring  the  men,  if  procured 
by  contract ;  and  all  others,  possessing  two-thirds 
of  the  property  of  the  nation,  and  not  subject  to 
be  called  on  to  render  personal  service,  are  entirely 
exonerated  from  the  burdens  of  this  araught. 

And,  sir,  ifotwithstaading  the  high,  untisual 
ground  which  it  assumes  to  take,  i  must  confess 
that  in  my  opinion  it  has  sown  in  it  the  seeds  of 
Its  own  destruction,  which  are  so  deep  rooted, 
that  I  ioaagine  they  cannot  fail  to  effect  that  ob- 
jecL  It  dispenses  with  all  the  responsibility  of 
your  principal  militia  officers,  as  has  been  before 
observed ;  it  inflicts  no  penalty  on  the  classes  for 
omitting  to  raise  men  for  the  war,  for  omitting 
to  raise  men  by  contract,  nor  for  omitting  to  raise 
them  by  draught ;  and  as  no  officer  or  other  per- 
son IS  authorized  to  make  the  draught,  besides  the 
classes,  I  consider  the  whole  system  as  resolving 
into  a  recommendation,  upon  the  patriotism  of  tho 
States  and  Territories,  and  upon  the  patriotism 
of  the  classes,  which  lam  apprehensive  must  fail 
of  furnishing  you  eighty  tnousand  men.  The 
system,  therefore,  appears  to  me  to  be  inefficient, 
and  totally  incompetent  to  effect  the  obiect  which 
I  am  sure  the  Senate  have  in  view.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, from  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  this 
subject,  I  think  the  Senate  must  peroeive  that  it 
is  impracticable  for  me  to  vote  in  favor  of  it  in 
its  present  shape.  Unless  it  shall  undergo  a  rad- 
ical change  in  its  principles  and  details,  I  must 
vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Daogbtt,  of  Connecticut,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  By  this  bill,  the  President  is 
authorized  to  call  upon  the  several  States  and 
Territories  for  their  respective  quotas  of  80,430 
militia,  to  serve  for  two  years,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged. They  are  to  constitute  part  of  the  reg- 
ular Army  of  the  United  States,  and  to  be  treated 
in  every  respect  as  such,  with  the  exception  tbaC 
they  cannot  be  compelled  to  serve  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  State  or  Territory  furnishing  them, 
and  the  limits  of  an  adjoining  State  or  Territory, 
and  that  the  officers  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
State  or  Territorial  authorities.  The  object  of 
this  force  is  declared  to  be  "the  defence  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  Stales  »  [The  words  at 
the  end  of  the  title,  "against  invasion,"  were 
inserted  after  the  bill  had  pw»f  ^.] 

The  principle  is  assumed,  that  Congas  msy, 
by  law;  ordeV  the  miii»»  of  the  sev«^«^  abates 
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into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  defend 
their  frontiers  and  garrison  their  fortresses  for 
two  years,  or  for  any  other  definite  period,  or  dur- 
ing the  war,  provided  the  country  is  invaded,  or 
in  immioeni  danger  of  invasion.  This  country, 
while  engaged  in  war  with  t^ny  nation  which  can 
send  either  fleets  or  armies  against  it,  will  always 
be  in  such  condition,  and  consequently  the  mili- 
tia are  subject  to  the  control  of  Congress.  There 
U  no  limit,  say  the  advocates  of  this  law,  to  the 
power  of  Congress  over  the  militia,  in  time  of 
war,  except  that  thejr  must  be  oflEicered  by  the 
States.  A  conscription  is  thus  justified.  It  is 
openly  avowed  by  the  same  gentlemen  as  proper, 
just,  and  legal.  I  think  these  conclusions  are 
fairly  deduced  from  the  premises.  If  the  power 
of  this  Government  over  the  militia  is  ia  time  of 
war  unlimited,  it  does  indeed  follow,  that  the  free- 
men of  this  country,  who  are  subiect  to  the  duties 
of  militiamen,  may  be  converted  into  soldiers  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  dnr?bjgr  the  war,  or 
for  any  definite  period.  The  exception  that  they 
shall  not  be  obliged  to  go  from  the  Stale,  or  an 
adjoining  Slate,  is  a  matter  of  form,  and  not  of 
right.  They  may  be  ordered  to  Canada,  or  to 
any  more  remote  region.  But,  sir,  this  whole  doc- 
trine is  unconstitutional;  it  is  an  outrage,  upon 
its  face  and  its  principles  and  provisions,  upon  the 
undoubted  rights  of  freemen,  and  upon  the  char- 
ter of  our  liberties. 

That  the  powers  of  this  Government  are  lim- 
ited*—that  thof«  not  granted  are  reserved — are 
positions  sanctioned  by  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  universally  admitted.  The  entire 
control  over  the  militia,  previous  to  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  was  in  the  Stales.  All  that 
control,  except  what  has  been  delegated  to  the 
United  Slates,  remains.  There  is  no  article  in 
the  Constitution  delegating  a  general  power. 
Every  word  employed  on  the  subject  shows  that 
it  is  limited.  **  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pro- 
'  vide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
'  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
'  repel  invasions."  Why  give  power  to  call 
forth  the  militia  in  those  exigencies,  if  the  en- 
tire authority  over  them  was  elsewhere  given? 
The  absurdity  is  too  apparent  to  admit  of  argu- 
ment or  illustration.  Again  :  ^'  Congress  shall 
'  have  power  to  provide  for  organizing,  arming, 
'  and  disciplining,  the  militia,  and  for  governing 
'  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the 
'  service  of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the 

*  States,  respectively,  ihe  appointment  of  the  offi- 

*  cers,  and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia, 
^  accordioff  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Con- 
'  gress."  In  other  language,  it  may  provide  for 
arranging  them  into  companies,  battalions,  regi- 
■nenis,  brigades,  and  divisions.  It  may  provide 
that  ihey  shall  be  armed,  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  shall  be  done — prescribe  the  discipline  to  be  pur- 
•ued.and  make  laws  for  governing  them  while  in 
that  service  of  the  United  States,  to  which  they 
might  be  called  forth,  in  the  cases  before  speci- 
fied. AH  this  Congress  may  do,  to  establish  that 
aniformity  and  order  which  are  so  essential  to  a 
well-regulated  militia.    This  is  the  obvious  and 


just  meaning  of  the  clause.    Again:  "The  Pres- 

*  ident  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Arnr 
'  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  miih 

*  tia  of  the  several  States,  when  called  into  tbe 

*  actual  service  of  the  United  States.**  In  these 
articles  of  the  Constitution,  Congress  and  tbe 
President  are  everywhere  limited,and  everywhere 
the  power  of  the  States  is  apparent.  Tbe  mili- 
tia cannot  be  called  forth  as  a  regular  army  at  all 
— ^they  may  be  called  as  a  militia.  They  cannot 
be  trained  or  officered,  in  any  case,  except  under 
the  authority  of  the  States,  nor  commanded  even 
by  the  President,  except  when  called  forth  in  the 
exigencies  specified.  Who  can  discover  in  these 
provisions  a  pretence  for  asserting  that  the  mili- 
tia are  constitutionally  subjected  to  tbe  ^oerai 
control  of  Congress  ? 

But,  sir,  to  prove  the  constitutionality  of  this 
bill,  its  friends  rely  on  those  clauses  which  girt 
to  Congress  the  right  **to  raise  and  support 
armies'*  and  "  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  mi- 
litia in  the  cafes  mentioned."  These  are  distinct 
and  independent  powers  and  are  always  so  con- 
sidered. If  the  first  ^ve  to  Congress  any  ao- 
thority  over  the  militia  as  such,  it  gave  a  gene- 
ral authority,  and  if  so,  the  subsequent  provisions 
regarding  them,  are  worse  than  useless— they 
tend  only  to  perplex  and  bewilder.  The  troth 
is,  this  clause  has  no  reference  to  the  militia  aoy 
more  than  to  physicians,  lawyers,  or  merchanis. 
It  authorizes  Congress  to  raise  and  support  ar- 
mies, in  a  manner  and  by  means  consistent  with 
the  great  principles  of  civil  liberty,  known  to  the 
people  of  this  country,  and  adopted  and  deemed 
sacred  in  all  free  Governments.  But  it  is  utterly 
inconsistent  with  those  principles  to  compel  any 
man  to  become  a  soldier  for  life,  during  a  war, 
or  for  any  fixed  time.  In  Great  Britain,  a  war- 
like nation,  a  nation  often  the  theme  of  reproach 
here  for  the  tyranny  of  the  Government,  no  such 
practice  is,  or  can  be.  resorted  to ;  the  people 
would  revolt  at  it;  they  would  shake  a  throne' 
which  should  attempt  it.  It  is  alike  odious  here, 
and  I  hope  it  will  remain  so. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  the  nation  is  invaded; 
a  case  of  invasion— a  specified  case  exists,  and, 
by  the  second  mentioned  power,  the  militia  may 
be  called  forth.  It  is  true  tbe  militia  may  be 
called  forth  to  "  repel  invasions.'*  It  cannot  es- 
cape observation,  that  the  words  employed  by  tbe 
Constitution, "  to  repel  invasions,*'  seem  quite  ud- 
like  the  words  in  this  bill,  **  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers,"  still  less  are  they  descriptive  of 
the  object  for  which  the  gentlemen  are  obliged 
to  contend  the  militia  mav  be  called  forth.  They 
declare  that  so  long  as  there  is  invasion  or  im- 
minent danger  of  invasion,  and  this  will  be  our 
condition  during  the  existence  of  the  war.  tbe 
militia  may  be  converted  into  an  army  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  and  support  the  war. 
Why  did  not  the  great,  wise,  and  good  men,  ss 
they  are  justly  characterized  by  tbe  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Giles.)  use  language  ex- 
pressive of  such  an  idea?  Why  did  they  not  say, 
that  in  time  of  war.  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  support  it? 
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AniD,  sir,  the  militia  mty  be  ealUd  forth  to 
repel  innwioos,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Uoion, 
aod  to  suppress  insurreotioos.  These  oeeasions 
are,  with  good  reasons,  joined.  In  their  nature, 
upon  the  soundest  and  fairest  definitions,  they  are 
emergeneies,  sudden  and  unexpected,  aod  there- 
fore incapable  of  being  met  b)r  a  regular  armf. 
The  wisdom  of  the  Convention  dictated  prorision 
in  case  of  such  occurrences.  To  make  such  pro- 
vision by  a  standing  arm^T)  always  to  be  dreaaed, 
and  the  subject  of  unceasing  reprobation  by  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  would  hare  been 
unwise  and  impracticable.  These  were  the 
▼lews  of  the  venerable  men  who  formed  and 
adopted  the  Constitution.  It  never  entered  their 
minds,  that  in  providing  to  repel  invasions  and 
suppress  insurreojions,  and  to  execute  the  laws, 
tbey  were  furnishing  the  nation  with  the  means 
of  sustaining  a  war,  especially  an  offensive  war.  I 
In  this  light  was  the.  subject  considered  in  the 
State  conventions,  and  had  the  doctrines  here 
advanced  been  deemed  the  legitimate  interpreta- 
tions of  that  Constitution,  it  would  have  been 
rejected  bjr  every  State  in  the  Union. 

Again,  sir,  did  the  Convention  intend  to  ^ive  to 
Congress  the  power  of  convertinir  the  militia  jnto 
an  army,  and  yet  reserve  to  the  States  the  power 
of  appointing  the  officers?  It  is  unquestionable 
that  neither  the  President  nor  Congress  can  grant 
a  commission.  You  have  then  an  army  without 
the  power  of  giving  to  it  officers,  an  army  which 
may  be  kept  together,  or  disbanded  for  the  defect 
of  officers,  at  the  pleasure  of  eighteen  sovereign 
States.  With  such  an  army,  you  might  repel 
an  invasion,  or  suppress  insurrections,  or  cause 
the  laws  to  be  executed,  but  you  cannot  carry  on 
a  war. 

This  bill  is  not  only  unconstitutional,  but  it  Is 
unequal,  unjust,  and  oppressive.    Bv  the  second 
section,  the  militia  are  to  be  divided  into  classes, 
and  each  class  is  compelled  to  furnish  a  man,  one 
of  their  number,  or  a  substitute,  to  serve  as  a  sol* 
dier  for  two  years.    It  affects  no  citizen  who  is 
over  forty-five  years  of  ige — no  exempt  from  mil- 
itary duty,  no  commissioned  officer,  except  such 
as  the  State  shall  select  to  command,  and  those 
it  obliges  to  serve,  in  all  events;  it  includes  ap* 
prentices,  poor  men,  and  those  of  every  occupa- 
tion, between  eighteen  and  forty-five  vears  of 
age.    To  illustrate  these  ideas,  I  will  ask  the  at- 
tention of  tl^  Senate  to  its  operation  upon  the 
State  of  Connecticut.    The  quota  of  that  State 
is  about  three  thousand  and  ten.    Its  militia  con- 
sists of  about  twenty  thousand  non-commissioned 
officers  aod  privates ;  there  are  not  less  than  forty- 
eight  thousand  males  above  eiffhteeo,  and  under 
forty-five;  add  to  these  the  males  over  forty-five, 
and  it  will  be  seen  what  proportion  of  the  male 
population  over    eighteen  is  subjected  to  this 
draught.    Of  the  property,  I  believe,  five-sixths, 
or  more,  is  possessed  by  the  exempts.    In  these 
twenty  thousand  militia  are  to  be  found  appren- 
tices, day  laborers,  mechanics,  and  farmers.    Of 
these,  one  in  seven  is,  by  this  bill,  forced  into  the 
army  for  two  years,  or  the  seven  are  compelled 
to  procure  a  substitute.    The  soldier  is  allowed 


no  bounty ,  either  in  land  or  money.    He  is  to  re- 
ceive his  clothing,  sobsistence.  and  eight  dollars 
per  month ;  not  more  than  hair  the  sum  to  be  ob- 
tained by  laboring  peacefullv  in  the  ordinary 
occupations  at  home.    It  will  be  readily  seen, 
that  while  the  United  State  give  a  bounty  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  as  is 
established  in  the  bill  which  has  just  passed  the 
Senate,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars 
in  money,  no  substitute  can  be  obtained  for  less 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  dol- 
lars.   Seven  of  the  militia,  in  this  view  of  the 
subject,  are  compelled  to  pay  from  thirty  to  forty 
dollars  each,  or  one  of  their  number  is  to  become 
a  soldier  for  two  years,  while  the  wealthy  ex- 
empt is  no  otherwise  affected  than  he  is  obliged, 
with  them,  to  bear  bis  proportion  of  public  taxes ; 
and  thus  on  twenty  thousand,  of  the  least  affluent 
part  of  the  community,  a  burden  is  imposed  of 
about  975,000.    The  officer:  also,  who  is  appoint- 
ed by  the  authority  of  the  State,  and  detailed  to 
this  service,  is  not  at  liberty  to  procure  a  substi- 
tute; he  must  become  an  inmate  of  a  camp  for 
two  years.    Thus  the  apprentice  ma^r  be  forced 
away  from  his  work-sbop,  for  a  period  which 
will  affect  his  whole  future  life,  the  poor  man 
must  leave  his  family  helpless,  the  young  farmer 
or  mechanic  relinquish  nis  business,  to  be  ne- 
glected or  ruined,  or  pa^  an  enormous  tax,  aad 
the  officer,  be  his  condition  what  it  may,  is  to 
spend  two  years  in  an  armv^  subject  to  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war.    Is  this  equality  ?    Is  this 
justice?    Is  it  not  oppression  and  tyranny  of  no 
ordinary  character  ?    If  any  position  be  so  true 
as  to  admit  of  no  doubt,  it  is,  that,  in  support  of 
burdens  created  by  war,  the  people  should  be 
taxed  according  to  their  property.    This  bill  is  a 
palpable  departure  from  that  rule  of  political 
justice. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  our  country  is  in  freat 
peril;  men  must  be  had,  the  Army  must  be  nlled. 
What  then?  Are  these  reasons  for  resorting  to 
unconstitutional  and  oppressive  measures  ?  The 
plea  of  necessity  is  too  old,  too  well  characterized, 
too  well  understood  to  be  admitted.  This  people 
have  seen  times  of  imminent  danger.  In  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  where  destruction  assailed 
us  on  all  sides,  when  did  we,  for  a  moment,  ad- 
mit these  doctrines  1  The  people  were,  in  some 
States,  classed  and  draughted,  but  for  only  short 
periods,  and  upon  principles  totally  dissimilar  to 
those  contained  in  this  bill.  Every  man  was 
included  and  obliged  to  contribute.  In  Great 
Britain,  whence  we  derive  many  of  our  mazim^ 
usages,  and  laws,  and  whence  too  we  have  derived 
the  law  for  calling  forth  the  militia  in  the  cases 
specified,  every  poor  man  with  one  child  or  more, 
all  apprentices,  and  many  others,  are  ezemptea 
from  liability  to  be  called  out  to  repel  invasions. 
Are  we  less  attentive  to  the  rights  and  interests 
of  the  people,  than  the  nation  towards  which  so 
much  invective  is  constantly  uttered? 

The  bill  is  incapable  of  being  executed,  as  well 
as  unconstitutional  and  unjust.    It  proceeds  en- 
tirely  upon  the  idea  that  the  State  joTernmen to 
I  wUl  lend  their  aid  to  carry  u  into  effect.    If  ther 
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refate,  it  becoroes  iooperatiTe.  Now,  sir,  will 
the  BxecQtivef  who  believe  it  a  violation  of  the 
CoDstitoiion,  assist  in  its  ezecatioo?  I  tell  you 
they  will  ooc  No  one  denies  that  the  State  gov- 
ernments have  some  power  over  their  militia  j 
all  admit  that  they  have,  at  least,  a  power  eon- 
cnrreot  with  that  of  the  United  States.  It  is  so 
admitted  in  this  debate ;  the  limits,  however,  it  is 
said,  are  not,  and  cannot  be  denied.  Of  one  thing 
you  may  be  certain,  that  the  captain  general  and 
commander-in-chief  of  the  military  force  of  a 
State,  will  not  readily  yield  the  whole  or  any  por- 
tion of  that  force  to  the  United  Sutes,  to  become 
a  part  of  a  regular  army,  and  thus  consent  to  an- 
nihilate the  power  of  the  State  over  its  militia. 
For  such  a  claim  you  must  show  him  a  warrant 
in  the  Constitution.  If  you  differ  with  him  as  to 
the  iaterpretation  of  that  instrument,  he  is  at  lib- 
erty to  construe  it  for  himself;  yours  is  a  limited 
authority  over  the  subject,  the  general  authority 
is  in  the  State.  He  », bound  to  maintain  its  law- 
ful rights  and  privileges.  He  would  be  unworthy 
of  his  station  if  he  surrendered  them.  It  would 
beaflaerant  violation  of  duty  to  execute  an  order 
which  he  deemed  repugnant  to  the  Constitution. 
We  are  told,  however,  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  Gilbb)  that  this  bill 
will  be  popular.  Let  me  assure  that  gentleman 
ke  is  mistaken ;  in  New  England  it  will  be  viewed 
with  extreme  horror.  An  opinion  there  prevails, 
is  engraven  on  every  heart,  it  will  live,  you  can- 
not destroy  it.  that  no  freeman  is  to  be  made  a 
soldier  in  your  army  by  compulsion.  It  is  abhor- 
seat  to  all  the  enlightened  and  independent  peo* 
pie,  of  all  parties  and  sects.  They  too  well 
(now  and  too  highly  appreciate  the  privileges  of 
freemen  to  approve  a  conscription,  however  dis- 
guised. 

Once  more:  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut 
have  peculiar  reasons  for  withholding  their  assent 
to  laws,  for  calling  out  their  militia.  Those  al- 
ready draughted  into  your  service,  have  neither 
been  subsisted  nor  paid  by  the  United  States.  I 
will  speak  particularly  of  Connecticut.  On  the 
first  of  July  last,  the  President  requested  of  the 
Executive  of  that  State  to  furnish  three  hundred 
thousand  men,  with  a  major  general  and  other 
officers,  as  its  proportion  of  ninety-three  thousand 
militia  required  from  the  several  States  and  Ter^ 
litories.  The  quota  was  detached  and  organized. 
On  the  first  of  August  following,  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Cushing,  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
commanding  at  New  London,  requested  of  the 
Executive  the  major  part  of  the  detachment  thus 
(Organized,  and  that  they  might  be  under  a  briga- 
dier general,  and  subjected  to  his  (Gkneral  Cush- 
ing's)  command.  As  there  was  then  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  of  the  militia,  more 
than  a  brigadier's  command,  and  as  a  majority  of 
the  major  general's  command  was  now  called  for, 
the  major  general  was,  with  manifest  propriety, 
directed  to  accompany  his  men,  and  of  course  it 
became  his  duty  to  command.  General  Cushing, 
commanding  in  that  district,  (how,  and  by  what 
authority  established  as  a  military  district  is  not 
now  the  subject  of  inquiry,)  i^used  to  acknowl- 


edge Ike  mililia  aa  iB  the  service  of  the  United 
Sutes,  or  to  pay  or  subsist  them,  mngming  m%  a 
reason,  that  a  nujor  gaaarai  could  not  be  reeeg- 
niaed  when  any  number  less  than  four  tfaoueaad 
ia  required ;  though,  on  the  first  of  July,  «s  before 
staled,  three  tboosand  with  a  major  geaetml  had 
been  caUed  for  and  detached,  and  tboogb  the 
brigadier  aasigmag  this  reason  bad  not  then  mea 
sufictant  to  ooosticote  a  colonel's  eomaaaad.  Th» 
course  was  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  The  militia  however,  did  net 
abandon  the  defeace  of  the  State  and  nation,  bat 
remained  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  ea* 
lightened  and  patriotic  Chief  Idaffistrmte  of  that 
State,  and  have  been  subsined  and  paid  out  of  its 
treasury.  I  will  not  consent  to  any  bill  like  that 
on  your  table,  till  justice  shall  haye  been  done  to 
a  Slate  which  has  ever  been  among  tbe  first  to 
perform  all  her  Coostitutioaal  engagements. 

I  shall  vote  against  this  bill  on  another  ground. 
It  is  declared  to  be  its  object,  to  relieve  the  regu- 
lar Army  from  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  that 
it  may  be  employed  in  the  conquest  of  the  Caaa> 
das.  I  doubt  if  this  object  can  be  efieeied  with- 
out first  securing  the  command  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence. Our  success  as  yet  is  not  very  flattering. 
Without  detracting  from  the  hard-earned  fame 
of  our  Army,  or  the  brilliant  achievements  of  our 
Navy  on  the  Lakes,  that  country  remains  entirely 
in  full  possession  of  the  enemy.  Af)ter  an  im- 
mense loss  of  money  and  life,  the  great  work  is 
yet  undone. 

The  project,  in  my  judgment,  is  inexpedient  if 
practicable.  The  result  would  not  be  worth  the 
sacrifice— it  would  not  contribute  towards  a  peace, 
an  object  near  tbe  heart  of  every  good  man. 
Great  Britain  is  pronounced  by  gentlemen  to  be 
a  wise,  powerful,  and  hai^hty  nation.  True,  sir, 
and  when  has  she  been  driven  into  terms  of  peace 
by  the  invasion  of  one  of  her  provinces  ?  Should 
we  succeed  in  this  attempt,  would  her  pride  be 
so  far  subdued  as  to  lessen  her  demands  ?  Is  it 
not  far  more  probable  that  such  an  event  might 
induce  her  to  lay  in  wide  and  dreadful  destrac- 
tion  an  invaluable  seacoasti  At  such  a  price 
the  Canadas  vrould  be  purchased  at  too  great  a 
sacrifice.  She  retaliates  by  no  strict  roles.  It  is 
not  with  her,  "  an  eye  for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for 
a  tooth ;"  but  a  head  for  an  eye,  a  body  for  a 
tooth.  The  Parliament  House  at  Little  York 
was  destroyed,  and  she  burnt  your  Capitol. 

We  are  solemnly  warned  of  our  danger  by  the 
friends  of  this  measure,  and  asked,  it  we  shall 
stand  still  and  suffer  our  country  to  be  desolated  ? 
We  answer,  no ;  raise  armies  if  you  please,  to  any 
extent,  by  equal  and  Constitutional  methods — arm 
every  stick  of  timber  that  can  fioat.  Let  the 
Navy,  once  despised,  give  new  proofs,  if  possible, 
of  her  skill  and  valor ;  strike  home  at  the  com- 
merce of  the  enemy.  This  is  our  true  course. 
This  will  be  felt  by  the  merchant  and  manufac- 
turer, and  their  voices  will  be  heard  and  regarded 
ia  the  British  cabinet.  This  is  the  only  effec- 
tual warfare  which  we  can  maintain  offensively 
against  that  nation,  I  fear  not  the  conqnest  of 
our  territory.    The  attempt  would  be  idle.    In- 
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▼asion  will  be  met  and  resisted  at  the  water's 
edge,  with  soeeess,  by  hondreds  of  thousands  of 
Americans  i^ho  will  not  be  forced  into  yoar 
Army. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  addressed  the 
Cbair  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President:  I  am  glad,  sir,  that  the  few  ob* 
serTations,  which  I  made  on  a  former  day,  when 
this  bill  was  under  consideration,  have  induced 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  (Mr.  Giles,)  to  make  such  an 
ample  exposition  of  the  views  and  objects  of  that 
committee,  and  of  the  Administration.    I  deem 
It  fortunate  that,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
discussion  of  the  bills  on  military  affairs,  we  are 
possessed  of  the  ulterior  intentions  and  designs. 
The  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  late  report,  has 
recommended  for  adoption  by  the  Legrislature,  a 
plan  of  a  forcible  draught,  or  conscription,  of  the 
TV'hoIe  free  male  population  of  the  United  States, 
between  the  ages  or  eighteen  and  forty-five  years, 
for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  the  regular  Army. 
He  proposes  that  all  persons,  within  those  ages, 
be  formed  into  classes  of  one  hundred  each  ;  and 
that  if  any  class  neglect  to  furnish  four  soldiers 
for  the  Army,  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  recruit- 
ing officer  within  thirty  days,  that  number  be 
taEen  out  of  the  class  by  force ;  that  vacancies 
bv  casualty,  be  supplied  in  like  manner  from  the 
class,  and  that  the  legal  bounty  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  dollars  to  each  recruit  be  assess- 
ed on  all  the  taxable  property  within  the  precinct 
of  each  class.    This  plan  must  be  presumed  to 
have  the  approbation  of  the  Administration ;  for 
it  cannot  be  supposed  the  Secretary  of  War  would 
adventure  on  a  measure  so  important,  without 
such  support  and  countenance. 

Although  the  present  bill  certainly  does  not 
adopt  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  in  its  full  extent, 
and  although  the  honprable  chairman  has  said 
he  can  support  the  provisions  of  the  bill  without 
its  aid,  yet  he  has  attempted,  in  a  formal  argu- 
ment, to  maintain,  that  this  (government  has  the 
Constitutional  power,  to  be  exercised  at  discre- 
tion as  occasion  may  require,  of  placing  our  citi- 
zeus,  by  force,  and  for  an  unlimited  time,  in  the 
ranks  of  the  regular  Army.    Till  lately,  such  an 
opinion  was  entertained  by  few,  if  any.    I  be- 
lieve it  was  expressed  by  none.    Great  and  sud- 
den changes  in  opinion  on  important  political  sub- 
jects are  the  usual  forerunners  of  revolutions  in 
States.    This  is  emphatically  the  case,  where  the 
force  of  Government  rests  on  common  sentiment. 
Sincerely  believing  the  doctrine  contended  for,  to 
be  unwarranted  by  the  Constitution,  and  preg- 
nant with  consequence^  dangerous  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  country,  icaonot  permit  it  to 
pass  without  attempting  its  refutation.  The  most 
monstrous  opinions,  when  announced  by  high  au- 
thority, and  supported  with  plausibility,  will,  if 
permitted  without  contradiction  to  become  fa- 
miliar to  the  mind,  in  time  lose  much  of  their 
original  deformity. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  been  pleased,  in 
a  style  somewhat  monitory,  to  caution  those  op- 
posed to  his  doctrine  to  consider  the  responsibil- 


ity they  must  encounter  in  obstructing  the  mea- 
sures of  Government  in  the  present  state  of 
affairs.  I  admit  the  distress  of  the  nation  exists 
to  the  full  extent  stated.  We  see  and  feel  it,  and 
have  too  much  reason  to  believe  it  will  soon  become 
universal.  The  crisis  demands  all  the  wisdom 
and  virtue  of  the  country.  I  hold  a  stake  in  the 
fate  of  the  nation  in  common  with  my  fellow  cit* 
izens,  and  do  not  feel  inclined  to  shrink  from  do* 
ing  what  I  think  my  duty  requires.  In  times  like 
these,  no  political  situation  is  free  from  responsi- 
bility. 

In  return,  I  take  the  liberty  of  admonishing  the 
friends  of  the  Administration  (and  the  honorable 
gentleman,  if  he  includes  himself  in  that  number) 
to  be  cautious  how  they  attempt  to  overleap  the 
limits  of  the  Constitution.  Of  all  our  dangers, 
I  see  none  more  alarming  than  the  apparent  dis- 
position to  exercise  arbitrary  power.  Revolu- 
tionary measures  can  never,  with  safety,  be  re^ 
sorted  to  by  a  regular  Gtovernment.  They  place 
the  magistrate  and  private  citizen  on  the  same 
level,  and  none  can  foresee  into  whose  hands, 
during  the  boisterous  commotion  of  the  political 
elements,  the  tyrant's  power  will  fall.  A  Gov- 
ernment which  should  require  such  expedients 
would  not  be  worth  preserving.  If  sufficient 
powers  are  not  granted  by  the  people,  apply  to 
the  people  for  their  enlargement,  in  periods  of 
alarm  and  terror,  when  present  danger  hushes  all 
fears  of  that  which  is  more  remote  and  less  ob- ' 
vious,  inroads  on  the  rights  of  the  people  are 
chiefly  to  be  apprehended.  In  a  case  so  deeply 
affecting  the  personal  liberty  of  the  whole  body 
of  the  nation  as  the  present,  no  extremity  of  dan- 
ger would  justify  the  exercise  of  illegal  authority. 

The  inquiry  is,  whether  the  Constitution  gives 
to  this  Government  the  power  contended  for? 

The  clause  in  the  Constitution  which  declares 
that  Congress  shall  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence, has  been  cited,  though  very  little  reliance 
appears  to  be  placed  on  it.  The  purpose  of  that 
clause  seems  to  have  been  to  impose  a  duty,  or 
define  an  object  to  the  attainment  of  which  the 
powers  granted  are  to  be  applied.  The  words, 
with  others  immediately  connected,  are, ''  to  pay 
the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States."  The 
means  or  powers  are  afterwards  prescribed,  by 
which  these  great  objects  are  to  be  attained.  It 
has  not  been,  and  I  trust  will  not  be  contended, 
that  Congress  is  at  liberty  to  resort  to  other  means 
at  their  discretion.  Should  this  be  considered  a 
grant  of  power,  still  the  subsequent  specification 
of  the  manner  of  exercising  it,  would  limit  and 
restrict  it.  Money  raised  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
United  States,  for  instance,  must  be  raised  in  the 
manner  specially  pointed  out;  and  if  it  could  not 
be  obtained  by  taxes  levied  according  to  the  Con- 
stitution, or  by  other  methods  therein  directed, 
surely  Congress  could  not  levy  taxes  in  any  other 
way,  or  resort  to  other  means  not  thereby  autbor- 
( ized. 

The  authority  given  to  Confess  "  to  raise  and 
support  armies,"  comprises  their  whole  power  on 
thM  subject.    This,  and  the  authority  of  calling 
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forth  ihe  milium  ander  ceruio  eircomsUDces,  mre 
the  me&Ds  bf  which  the  common  defence  is  to  be 
prorided  for.  Caa  the  LegisUtare,  bf  rirtoe  of 
thb  grant  of  power,  adopt  the  proposed  plan  of 
conscription,  and  place,  bjr  force,  sach  pan  of  the 
popnlation  of  the  United  States,  and  for  sach  pe- 
riods as  shall  be  deemed  expedient,  in  the  ranks 
of  the  regular  Army  7  A  power  so  transcendant 
and  dangerous,  most,  to  jastifr  the  exercise  of  it, 
be  derived  from  plain  principles,  and  depend  on 
BO  doubtfol  construction  or  subtle  reasoning. 

The  power  to  raise  and  support  armies  must  be 
eooslmed  according  to  the  intentions  and  under- 
sunding  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who 
made  the  Constitution,  consistently  with  all  the 
well  known  and  established  rights  of  the  States 
and  of  the  people — and  consistently  with  the  gen- 
eral principles  of  cirtl  liberty. 

The  miliury  power  or  force  ^iven  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  this  Government,  is  of  two  sorts — sl 
regular  Army,  and  the  militia  of  the  Sutes — the 
latter  in  certain  emergencies,  and  with  certain 
restrictions  and  limitations — the  former  without 
•ny  restriction.  It  is  unnecessary,  for  the  present 
purpose,  to  point  out  with  exact  precision  all  the 
restrictions  and  limitations  of  the  power  over  the 
militia.  In  three  specified  cases  only,  and  for  a 
service  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Sutes,  and 
under  the  command  of  their  own  Sute  officers, 
and  as  I  think,  for  short  periods  of  service,  can 
this  Government  call  on  the  States  for  their  mil- 
itia. From  these  restrictions,  it  is  apparent,  the 
power  of  the  United  States  is  of  a  very  limited 
Bature,  and  that  the  States  still  retain  by  far  the 
greatest  portion  of  authority  over  their  own  mil- 
itia. Over  the  regular  Army,  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  have  an  unlimited  power.  They 
may  use  It  in  all  cases  where  military  force  is 
seeded,  in  any  part  of  the  world,  under  such  offi- 
cers and  for  such  periods  as  they  please.  There 
always  have  been  in  this  conntrv  important  dis- 
tinctions between  the  militia  and  regular  Armjr. 
These  distinctions  were  always  kept  up,  and  in 
various  instances  exemplified  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  were  well  understood  hj  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  forming 
the  Constitution.  There  was  known  to  be  an 
essential  difierence  between  serving  in  the  regu- 
lar Army  and  performing  a  tour  of  duty  in  the 
militia.  Regular  armies  were  raised  by  enlist- 
ment of  such  as  voluntarily  consented  to  enter 
them.  Such,  for  ages,  had  been  the  practice  of 
the  British  Government,  from  which  we  origi- 
nally derived  most  of  our  ideas  on  subjects  of 
Government ;  and  such  was  the  practice  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  sev- 
eral States  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  There 
always  has  been,  and  I  hope  always  will  be,  a 
jealonsy  of  standing  armies.  At  the  time  of  the 
Ke volution  it  was  carried  to  an  unreasonable 
height,  and  too  strongly  felt.  When  the  Consti- 
tittion  was  adopted,  no  power  granted  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government  was  more  severely  criticised, 
than  that  over  the  military  force  of  the  country. 
Those  opposed  to  the  Constitution  contended,  that 
the  power  of  the  purse  and  of  the  sword  were  im- 


properly united,  and  that  not  only  the  rig^hts  of 
the  State  Governments,  but  the  ireedoia  of  the 
people  would  be  endangered.  If  any  such  power 
as  that  contended  for,  could  have  been  coneeive4 
to  be  granted  by  the  Constiiution,  it  would  have 
been  detected  and  pointed  out  by  those  so  muck 
alarmed.  Yet  it  is  believed,  that  such  coostruc- 
tion  was  not  even  suggested  in  any  of  the  con- 
ventions, although  the  subject  was  there  loost 
ably  discussed.  Nor  is  it  bttieved,  that  w^ith  this 
construction,  the  Constitution  would  have  beea 
adopted  by  a  single  Sute  of  the  Union.  If,  then, 
voluntary  enlistment  was  the  only  method  by 
which  a  regular  Army  could  be  raised,  according 
to  the  general  opinion  of  the  people,  it  follows 
that  the  power  to  raise  armies  is,  by  the  very 
terms  used  in  the  Constitution,  restricted  to  that 
method ;  for  the  words  must  be  construed,  as  they 
were  understood  bv  the  people  who  adopted  the 
Constitution.  And  so  the  position  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  that  the  grant  of  power  to  raise 
armies  beinff  general, and  without  any  restriction 
of  the  method  by  which  it  shall  be  exercised, 
leaves  the  Government  at  liberty  to  adopt  any 
method  they  please,  is  ill  founded.  That  might 
be  a  just  construction  of  the  terms  whea  used  by 
a  people  accustomed  to  a  despotic  government, 
for  they  might  so  ondersUnd  them. 

The  power  claimed  is,  doubtless,  vastly  greater 
and  more  dangerous,  than  anv  other  possessed  by 
the  Government.  Itsubjecu  the  personal  freedom 
of  every  citizen,  in  comparison  with  which  the 
righu  of  property  are  insignificant,  to  arbitrary 
discretion.  Bad  there  been  an  intention  of  grant- 
ing such  power,  would  there  not  have  been  some 
attempt  to  guard  against  the  unjust  and  o|^ess- 
ive  exercise  of  it,  as  was  done  in  the  granting  of 
powers  of  less  imporUnce  ?  Yet,  this  power  of 
raising  armies,  unless  confined  to  volunUry  en- 
listment, is  without  anv  guard  or  restriction  what- 
ever. The  exercise  or  it  must  depend  wholly  on 
arbitrary  discretion. 

All  the  recruiu  wanted  for  the  Army  might,  if 
the  Government  should  so  please,  be  Uken  from 
one  section  of  the  Union.  The  power  of  raising 
money  is  not  thus  submitted  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Government.  All  taxes,  if  indirect,  must  be 
uniform  throughout  the  United  Sutes;  if  direct, 
they  must  be  apportioned  according  to  represen- 
tation. No  tax  can  be  laid  on  exports.  Why 
these  guards  where  property  was  to  be  taken,  and 
none  where  the  owners  of  the  property  were  to 
be  taken  7  From  the  mere  neglect  of  attempting 
in  some  way  to  limit  the  power,  it  may  be  strong- 
ly inferred  that  it  was  not  intended  to  be  granted. 

Were  the  Govemmentat  liberty  to  raise  armies, 
by  forcibly  taking  men  at  iu  discretion,  it  might, 
by  a  similar  construction  of  the  Constitution,  sup- 
port them,  by  taking  property  in  like  manner.  The 
armies,  when  raised,  might  live  at  free  quarters, 
on  the  people.  In  a  similar  way,  a  navy  might 
be  provided,  by  seizing  the  ships  of  indif  idualt. 
The  right  in  both  cases  is  the  same;  the  injury 
and  distress  in  taking  property  the  least. 

Has  the  Government  a  similar  power  to  im- 
press men  for  the  Navy  ?    The  terms  in  the  Coi» 
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stitution  '*  to  proride  a;)d  mBiaUin  a  Nary"  are, 
at  least,  as  propef  for  tli^  eonstruction,  as  those 
applied  to  the  Armf .  The  coDvenieoce  and  ne- 
cessity in  this  instance,  stronger  thaa  in  the  other. 
The  criiish  Go7ernment,  before  the  Rerolution, 
did  attempt  to  exercise  in  this  country  the  sup- 
posed right  of  impressment  for  the  Nary,  which 
It  never  did  for  the  Army.  Stronger  reasons 
might  be  adduced  for  this  method  of  manning 
the  Navy,  ttian  for  filling  the  Army.  Yet  the 
Government,  in  their  instructions  to  our  Envoys 
for  treating  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  say  "im- 
pressment is  not  an  American  practice,  but  is  ut- 
terly repugnant  to  our  Constitution  and  laws." 
The  honorable  Secretary,  when  hedraughied  those 
instructions,  knew  not  how  soon  he  should  be  di- 
rected to  contend  for  the  contrary  doctrine. 

The  power  in  question  is  inconsistent  with  cer- 
tain well-known  rights  of  the  States  recognised 
by  the  Constitution.  Such  a  construction  of  a 
power  granted  to  the  Greneral  Government  as  de- 
stroys rights  reserred  to  the  States  by  the  Con- 
stitution cannot  be  admitted.  Because  it  can 
never  be  presumed  that  rights  were  intended  to 
be  surrendered,  which  are  expressly  reserved  or 
recognised  as  existing  in  the  States.  The  same 
principle  applies  to  all  rights  acknowledged  to 
oelon^^  to  the  States,  whether  recognised  by  the 
Constitution  or  not.  The  Constitution  declares 
^  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States 
'  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the 
*  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively  or 
'  to  the  people." 

The  States  still  retaining  the  principal  power 
over  the  militia,  as  has  been  shown,  the  power 
given  this  Government  to  raise  armies  must  not 
be  so  construed  as  will  destroy  that  power  of  the 
States.  The  power  claimed  is  to  take  by  force, 
for  the  regular  Army,  all  persons  capable  of  bear- 
ing arms,  including  the  whole  militia  of  the 
States.  This  surely  annihilates  all  State  power 
over  their  militia.  The  whole  or  any  part  may, 
at  the  pleasure  of  this  Government,  be  converted 
into  a  regular  army^  and  the  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution in  this  particular,  together  with  the  rights 
of  the  States,  be  destroyed. 

The  right  of  the  States,  in  time  of  war,  to 
maintain  regular  troops,  is  recognised  by  the 
Constitution.    Abandoned  by  the  United  States, 
it  is  well  known  that  several  of  the  States  at  the 
present  time,  keep  considerable  bodies  of  troops 
for  their  necessary  defence.  All  these  come  with- 
in the  description  of  persons  claimed  by  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  may  be  thus  immediately  transfer- 
red to  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  Wretched 
would  be  the  condition  of  such  States,  if  this  Gov- 
ernment possessed  the  power  contended  for.  Un- 
protected by  the  General  Government,  and  de- 
prived not  only  of  their  militia,  but  of  the  troops 
raised  at  their  own  expense,  their  sole  remaining 
resource  would  be  an  application  to  the  mercy  of 
the  enemy.  It  is  impossible  that  these  rights,  thus 
secured  to  the  States  by  the  Constitution  itself, 
should  be  destroyed  by  a  power  granted  by  the 
same  instrument  to  the  United  States.  Tbe  power 
of  the  United  States  to  rabe  armies,  if  restricted 


to  voluntary  enlittmeoCy  is  consisient  with  the 
rights  and  safety  of  the  States.  Any  other  con- 
struction presents  conflicting  rights  which  cannot 
be  reconciled. 

It  has  been  contended  that  every  well  consti- 
tuted Government  has  a  right  to  the  personal  ser- 
vices of  its  citizens  or  subjects,  which  it  may  en- 
force by  compelling  as  many  as  its  occasions 
require  to  become  soldiers ;  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  common  with  oth- 
ers, may  have  this  power  without  any  special 
grant  in  the  Constitution.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
examine  the  general  position,  though  it  is  believed 
it  would  by  no  means  be  found  so  universal  as 
stated.  This  Government  has  no  powers  except 
what  are.  delegated.  To  this  pacticular,  the  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution  which  has  been  recited  is 
express.  AH  powers  not  delegatedj  are  reserved 
to  the  States  or  people.  If,  therefore,  this  power 
exists  in  our  country,  it  rests  in  the  State  Gov- 
ernments,  and  not  in  that  of  the  United  States. 
Without  resorting  to  this  principle  of  inherent 
power,  most  of  the  State  Governments  possess 
very  ample  authority  to  call  for  the  military  ser* 
vices  of  their  citizens,  in  the  provisions  of  their 
respective  constitutions.  Hence  might  be  drawn 
an  additional  argument,  were  it  necessary,  against 
the  present  claim  of  power  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  Secretary  of  War  admits,  that  the  men 
cannot  be  taken  from  the  militia  as  militiameny 
by  reason  of  the  Constitutional  restriction,  bat 
he  says  the  same  individuals  may  well  be  taken, 
in  their  capacity  of  citizens.  This  argument  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  not  seen 
fit  to  adopt.  With  all  proper  deference  for  the 
respectable  authority  whence  it  oriffinatea,  I  must 
confess  my  inability  to  comprehena  its  force.  It 
would  seem,  that  an  individual,  to  be  secure  in 
bis  personal  liberty,  must  produce  a  Constitu- 
tional protection  for  himself  in  each  of  his  various 
capacities  tt  relations  in  society.  Will  it  afford 
much  consolation  to  the  miserable  recruit,  when 
driven  in  chains  to  the  Army,  to  be  told  that  he 
is  taken,  in  his  capacity  as  a  citizen,  and  not  as  a 
militiaman  ?  A  prudent  Government,  at  least, 
would  be  cautious  not  to  insult  the  understand- 
ing of  the  nation,  when  attempting  to  outrage  its 
rights. 

To  that  part  of  the  Secretary's  plan,  which  re- 
commends a  tax  to  be  levied  on  all  property  with- 
in the  precinct  of  the  class,  in  order  to  raise  the 
bounty  for  the  recruits,  objections  occur  which, 
in  ordinary  times,  would  seem  insurmountable. 
The  provision  of  the  Constitution  that  direct  taxes 
(of  which  sort  that  on  land  is)  shall  be  apportioned 
among  the  Slates,  according  to  representation,  is 
wholly  disregarded.  This  tax  is  to  be  apportioned 
according  to  the  free  male  population,  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years.  This 
relieves  the  slaveholding  States  from  the  increas- 
ed tax  which  they  are  bound  by  the  Constitution 
to  pay,  for  their  increased  representation  on  ac- 
count of  their  slaves.  Tbe  difference  between 
the  sums  to  be  paid  by  Virginia  and  Massachu- 
setts, according  to  the  proposed  P^*"*!  ^ad  the 
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Constitutional  apportioDmeot,  ezceeiti  foor  hao- 1 
dred  thonand  dollars.  This  is  a  riolalioo  of  the  | 
CoDstitotioD  too  plain  and  obTioas  to  require  aof 
reasoning  to  demonstrate.  It  is^  however,  in  my 
opinion  of  less  importance  than  the  other  which 
anects  the  rights  of  personal  liberty,  as  this  does 
the  rights  oi  property.  Reduce  the  people  to 
ihiTery,  and  you  may  take  their  property  when 
and  as  vou  please. 

The  honorable  Secretary  says,  in  relation  to 
this  part  of  his  plan,  "  should  it  appear  that  this 

<  mode  of  raising  recruits  was  justly  objectiona- 

*  ble,  on  account  of  the  tax  on  property,  from  the 

<  difficulties  which  may  be  apprehended  in  the 

*  execution,  or  from  other  causes,  it  may  be  ad- 

*  Tisable  to  declfne  the  tax."  But  why -is  a  pro- 
ject, directly  and  plainly  riolating  the  Constitu- 
tion, brought  forward  at  all  ?  Is  it  to  try  the 
temper  of  the  Legislature  and  of  the  people,  and 
to  lessen  the  horror  at  first  excited  by  such  at- 
tempts by  rendering  them  familiar  ?  In  my  opin- 
ion this  system  of  military  conscription,  thus  re- 
commended by  the  Secretary  of  War,  is  not  only 
inconsistent  with  the  pro7isions  and  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  but  also  with  all  the  principles  of 
civil  liberty.  In  atrocity  it  exceeds  that  adopted 
by  the  late  Emperor  of  France,  for  the  subjuga- 
tion of  Europe,  which,  after  drenching  a  great 
portion  of  that  Continent  with  blood,  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  most  powerful  confederacy  of  na- 
tions the  world  ever  knew.  He  allowed  exemp- 
tions to  fathers  of  families,  and  those  in  certain 
professions  and  official  stations.  But  the  proposed 
system  exempts  none,  except  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  Governors  of  States.  All 
within  the  prescribed  a^es,  whatever  may  be  their 
pursuits  or  condition  of  life,  must  submit  to  the 
iron  yoke ;  priests  must  be  taken  from  the  altar, 
and  judges  from  the  bench.  The  highest  officers, 
both  civil  and  military^  must  be  ignomioiously 
forced  into  the  ranks  ot  the  Army.  The  semina- 
ries of  learning  are  to  be  robbed  of  their  profes- 
sors and  scholars.  Neither  literature  nor  science, 
except  what  is  subservient  to  the  militarv  art,  will 
be  held  in  estimation.  The  country  will  become 
military,  and  be  involved  in  perpetual  wars,  often 
waged  to  gratify  the  ambition  of  rulers.  History 
evinces  that  wars  of  ambition  are  not  less  the  pests 
of  republics  than  of  monarchies. 

Such  a  measure  cannot,  it  ought  not  to  be  sub- 
mitted to.  If  it  could  in  no  other  wav  be  averted, 
I  not  only  believe  but  I  hope,  it  would  be  resisted. 
The  most  odious  and  cruel  slavery  would  be  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  submission. 

On  a  former  day,  when  this  measure  recom- 
mended by  the  Secretary  of  War,  was  mentioned 
by  an  honorable  member,  who  in  his  place  ex- 
pressed his  approbation  (except  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  bounty  tax)  in  terms  not  doubtful^  I  did 
not  hesitate  to  give  it  my  most  decided  disappro- 
bation. I  then  called  it  weak,  violent,  and  wick- 
ed. On  more  reflection,  I  see  no  reason  to  alter 
my  opinion  of  its  character.  It  is  weak,  for  it  is 
ill  calculated  to  effect  its  object ;  violent,  for  it 
atteiDpts  to  use  force,  without  right ;  and  wicked, 
for,  if  successful,  it  will  destroy  the  Constitution 
ano  liberties  of  the  country. 


The  honorablegentlemaii(Mr.  Giles)  has  beei 
pleased  to  understand  those  epithets  as  being  ap- 
plied to  the  Administration  themselves;  and  to 
express  his  rej^ret  that  thev  had  been  used.  He 
seems  to  admit,  however,  the  truth  and  justice  of 
the  two  first,  and  denies  only  the  last.  He  be- 
fieves  the  Administration,  though  weak  and  vio- 
lent, are  honest  and  patriotic.  I  shall  spare  my- 
self the  labor  of  discussing  that  point.  It  is 
difficult  to  ascertain  with  certainty  the  motives 
of  statesmen,  and  it  matters  little  to  the  coantry, 
whether  its  rights  and  liberties  are  lost  throng 
the  weakness,  or  wickedness,  of  its  rulers.  PobUc 
men  are  to  be  judged  by  their  measures.  The 
mere  attempt  to  carry  a  measure,  involving  such 
principles,  is  just  cause  of  alarm.  The  peofrfe 
can  never  feel  safe  while  thev  know  the  Govern- 
ment claims  such  a  power,  which  may  gradually, 
as  opportunity  shall  favor,  be  brought  into  exer- 
cise. The  present  bill  adopts  it,  in  a  small  de- 
gree ;  another  reported  by  the  same  committee, 
authorizing  forcible  draughts  from  the  militia^to 
serve  for  the  term  of  two  years,  goes  much  fur- 
ther, with  the  same  principle.  In  the  mean  time, 
among  men  of  desperate  fortunes  and  unprinci- 
pled ambition,  the  doctrine  will  gain  friends. 
Honest  intention  and  well-meaning  weakness  give 
no  security,  but  increase  the  danger.  They  pre- 
vent alarm,  and  when  men  of  such  a  character 
shall  have  prepared  the  system  for  operation,  oth- 
ers of  more  talents  and  different  cnaracter  will 
drive  them  from  their  seats,  and  msp  the  des- 
potic power  so  unsuitable  for  weak  hands.  If  this 
proposal  of  the  Executive,  though  at  present,  it 
should  not  be  adopted  by  the  Legislature  in  all  its 
most  odious  features,  should  still  be  treated  with 
good  natured  civility,  it  will  hereafter,  at  some 
unpropitious  moment,  be  again  urged,  and  per- 
haps with  fatal  success.  The  attempt  merits  from 
the  nation,  deep  and  full  toned  expressions  of  in- 
dignation. 

After  laboring  to  establish  the  right  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  exercise  the  dangerous  power  men- 
tioned, the  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Giles)  has 
attempted  to  show  that  the  present  bill  does  not 
necessarily  involve  that  power.  It  is  certain  the 
bill  does  not  follow  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  in  its  details,  but  I  much  doubt  whether  the 
provision  authorizing  the  enlistment  of  minors 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents,  guardians, 
or  masters,  can  be  jastified,  without  asserting  the 
right  to  take  the  citizens  for  the  Army  by  K>rce. 
IT  the  Government  has  not  the  right  of  taking 
persons  for  the  Army  bv  force^  they  must  obtain 
them  by  voluntary  enlistmeuL  That  is,  they 
must  contract  with  individuals  to  become  soldiers 
of  the  regular  Army,  and  to  subject  themselves 
to  the  duties  of  that  condition.  All  persons  com- 
petent to  contract  for  themselves,  may  thus  enlist 
into  the  Army.  None  who,  for  any  reason  what- 
ever, are  incompetent  to  contract  for  themselves, 
can  enlist  without  the  consent  of  those  who  have 
a  legal  right  to  control  them  and  contract  for 
them.  As  the  very  essence  of  a  contract  is  the 
voluntary  assent  of  the  minds  of  the  parties,  it  is 
I  sufficiently  obvious  that  all  are  incompetent  to 
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make  eoniracts,  wbo  arc  ioG»|HiUe  for  want  of 
understanding  to  give  sncb  assent.  Thas  idiou 
and  iniaaa  persons,  and  children  in  early  child* 
hood,  being  unable  to  understand  the  subject-mat- 
ter and  give  their  assent,  are  clearly  incompetent 
to^  make  contracts.  No  legislatire  power  can  re* 
move  the  disability.  You  may,  by  a  legislative 
act,  dispose  of  tbeir  persons  and  property,  but  it 
cannot  be  said  to  be  done  by  their  consent. 

In  every  civilized  country  a  certain  age  has 
been  fixed  on.  as  to  the  period  when  the  disability 
of  youth  shall  cease.    For  plain  reasons  this  pe- 
riod must  be  uniform,  and  applied  to  all.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  inquire  into  the  degree  of  capaci- 
ty of  each  individual.    The  feudal  system,  which 
once  prevailed  in  most  of  the  States  of  Europe, 
fixed  this  period  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
What  would  seem  to  render  this  regnlation  pe- 
culiarly apposite  to  the  present  purpose,  that  sys- 
teniy  estaUished  by  warriors,  chiefly  with  a  view 
to  military  sCreagth,  fixed  on  this  age  as  a  time 
Tirhen  a  man  was  supposed  to  be  fit  to  bear  anas, 
and  render  the  military  services  by  which  his 
lands  were  held.    Thb  rule  of  the  feudal  was 
adopted  by  the  common  law,  and  universally  pre- 
▼ails  where  that  law  is  followed.    In  each  of  the 
United  States  there  is,  and  it  is  believed  always 
bas  been,  an  entire  uniformity  on  this  subject. 
The  disability  of  minority  continues  till  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years.    No  one  rule  of  the  com- 
mon law  is  more  universally  known.    It  is  one 
of  the  first  a  child  learns.    Till  the  age  of  twen- 
ty*one  the  parent  has  a  power  over  the  child,  for 
government  and  education,  and  has  a  right  to  his 
services.    Founded  on  this  acknowledged  rule  of 
the  common  law,  in  most  of  the  States^  statutes 
from  early  times  have  been  enacted,  regulating 
the  subject  of  binding  to  apprenticeship,  and  also 
of  guardianship,  in  case  of  the  parent's  death. 
All  these,  either  directly  or  b^  necessary  infer- 
ence, recognise  the  disability  of  the  minor  to  con- 
tract for  himself,  and  the  right  of  the  parent  or 
guardian.     Under  the  existence  of  these  laws, 
thus  universally  known,  the  people  of  the  Uoitea 
States,  by  the  Constitution,  gave  to  this  Govern- 
ment the  right  to  raise  armies  by  voluntary  en- 
listment.    With  whom  may  the  Government,  by 
virtue  of  the  authority  thus  granted,  make  this 
contract?    Surely,  with  such  only  as  have  a  ca- 
pacity to  contract.    The  power  cannot  extend  to 
enlisting  minors  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  except  with  the  consent  of  their  parents 
or  guardians ;  because  in  that  way  only  can  valid 
contracts  affecting  such  persons  be  made.    If  the 
power  of  enlisting  be  not  limited  to  that  age,  no- 
thing would  prevent  Government  from  taking 
from  their  parents  children  of  more  tender  years, 
if  idly  consenting,  and  placing  them  in  military 
schools  till  prepared  for  the  Army.    Would  it  be 
contended  that  Government  has  power  to  do  this  ? 
If  not,  to  what  age  are  they  restricted  ?    Of  ne- 
cessity, there  must  be  a  funeral  rule  as  to  tlie  age 
of  disability  of  minor^  it  being  impossible  to  in- 
vestigate and  determine  the  capacity  of  each 
individual. 
The  enlisting  of  minora  bound  to  apprentice- 


ship wbolW  destroys  the  rights  of  masters  to  the 
services  of  their  apprentices.  The  power  of  this 
Government  to  destroy  a  right  so  secured  by  a 
legal  contract  has  been  questioned.  The  Conti- 
nental Congress,  in  the  year  1776,  though  sorely 
pressed  by  the  war  they  were  then  en^ged  in, 
and  in  great  want  of  recruits  for  their  Army, 
were  so  deeply  impressed  with  the  illegality  and 
injustice  of  such  a  practice,  that  they  ordered  all 
apprentices  enlisted  without  the  consent  of  theit 
masters  to  be  immediately  discharged.  The  Con* 
gress  was  too  wise  to  attempt  to  maintain  their 
cause  by  violence  and  injustice.  By  a  statute  of  ' 
the  United  States  of  the  tOlh  of  Bftarch,  1802,  the 
enlisting  of  minors  without  the  consent  of  their 
parents,  guardians,  or  masters,  is  expressly  pro* 
bibited,  under  a  heavy  penalty.  Before  that  time, 
thoujfh  not  expressly  prohibited  by  any  siatote. 
the  instructions  to  recruiting  officers  directed 
them  not  to  enlist  minors,  without  such  consent ; 
and  whenever  it  was  improperly  done,  they  could 
obtain  discbarges  by  applying  to  the  courts  of 
law.  When  an  attempt  was  made  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  war  to  authorize  such 
enlistmenu,  it  was  rejected  by  the  Legislature. 

Certain  sections  of  a  British  statute  of  March, 
1818,  hare  been  read  by  the  honorable  gentleman, 
(Mr.  GiLBs)  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
British  Gbvernment  enlists  minors  into  its  army 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guardians. 
By  that  statute,  it  appears  that  apprentices,  bound 
by  legal  indentures,  when  enlisted  without  the 
consent  of  their  masters,  are  on  their  request  to 
be  discharged.  Hence  it  is  inferred  that  minors, 
other  than  apprentices,  though  enlisted  without 
the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guardians,  would 
not  be  discharged.  If  so,  it  can  avail  nothing, 
unless  it  be  shown  that  our  Government  possesses 
a  power  over  its  citisens  equal  to  that  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government.  As  well  may  we  justify  the 
exercise  of  any  other  arbitrary  power,  by  show^ 
ing  that  the  British  Government  exercises  the 
same.  It  is  apparent  that  that  Government  re- 
spects the  contracts  of  apprenticeship,  which  by 
this  bill  are  to  be  violated.  The  British  statute 
provides  that  if  any  person  shall,  within  four  days 
after  enlisting,  declare  before  a  magistrate  that  he 
enlisted  hastily  and  incautiously,  he  shall,  on  re- 
funding the  money  received  as  bpunty,  be  dis- 
chareed.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  nbnorable 
gentleman  who  produced  this  statute  of  a  foreign 
Government  as  an  example  for  imitation,  had 
not  introduced  into  this  bill  that  humane  provi- 
sion, so  well  calculated  to  guard  the  unwary 
against  the  improper  arts  and  enticements  too 
often  practised  by  recruiting  officers.  The  better 
opinion  seems  to  be,  that  this  Government  has 
not  a  right  to  enlist  minors  without  the  consent 
of  their  parents  or  guardians,  and  it  is  probable, 
if  such  enlistments  are  directed,  the  courts  of 
law  will,  on  application,  be  obliged  to  discharge 
the  persoiM  so  enlisted. 

But,  sir,  were  it  oeruin  this  Government  had 
the  right  of  enlisting  into  the  Army  improYident  • 
youth,  without  the  consent  of  ihosd  to  whom  the 
policy  of  the  law  has  intrusted  the  care  and  eon- 
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trol  of  them,  ii  would  be  higfhly  inezpedient  to 
resort  to  such  a  measure.  It  is  forbidden  by  all 
the  coosideratioos  which  have  subjected  the  im- 
prorideuee  of  youth  to  the  p^aide  and  direction 
of  age  and  experience.  If  minors  are  wanted  for 
the  Army,  why  not  address  yourself  to  their  pa- 
rents and  guardians  1  They  surely  can  best  judge 
whether  it  is  suitable  and  proper  for  their  children 
and  wards  to  enlist.  If  there  should  be  no  rea- 
sonable  objections,  It  must  be  presumed,  they 
would  consent.  You  will,  then,  without  consent, 
obtain  those  only  whom  you  ought  not  to  obuin. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  the  number  will  not  be  great. 
This  measure  will  tend  to  weaken  the  sacred  re- 
lation between  parents  and  children,  and  to  lessen 
the  power  for  the  discipline  and  education  of 
youth,  the  best  and  safest  foundation  of  all  GhiT* 
ernments.  It  is  a  direct  invitation  for  rebellion 
against  parental  authority. 

Our  infant  manufactures,  still  requiring  the 
fostering  aid  of  Gorernment,  and  which,  in  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  ore  in  a  considera- 
ble degree  carried  on  by  the  labor  of  apprentices, 
will  M  greatly  injured.  Without  instructing 
children  in  manufactures,  a  sufficient  supply  of 
laborers  can  never  be  expected.  The  labor  of  a 
skilful  mechanic  in  the  line  of  his  business  is 
more  important  to  the  community  than  his  serv- 
ices can  be  in  the  Arm  v. 

All  these  objecu  will  be  injured  in  proportion 
as  this  attempt  is  attended  with  success.  And 
after  all  the  exertions  which  can  be  made,  it  is 
not  probable  any  great  number  of  recruits  can, 
in  this  way,  be  provided.  Can  a  wise  Govern- 
meat  hazard  such  valuable  interests  for  the  sake 
of  a  miserable  project  of  enlisting  unwary  youth 
into  the  Army  ? 

The  circumstances  of  the  country  being  such 
as  to  render  a  standing  army  of  considerable  mag- 
nitude necessary.  I  do  not  wish  to  excite  any 
unreasonable  jealousy  against  such  an  establish- 
ment. The  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  War  con- 
templates an  armv  of  more  than  one  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  men,  at  the  disposal  of  Gov- 
ernment. It  may  be  worthy  of  consideration 
whether  such  an  army,  in  certain  events,  which 
may  occur,  instead  of  defending,  may  not  endan- 
ger the  liberties  of  the  country.  On  one  occasion, 
at  least,  it  required  all  the  influence  and  address 
of  their  great  and  good  commander  to  restrain, 
within  the  bounds  of  their  duty,  the  army  of  the 
Revolution;  than  which  there  is  no  reason  to  hope 
the  present  will  be  more  patriotic.  Surely,  it  is 
not  to  be  desired  that  an  unusual  proportion  of 
young  men,  of  such  early  years  as  not  to  have 
become  acquainted  with  the  relations  and  duties 
of  civil  life,  should  be  drawn  into  the  Army. 
Persons  educated  from  childhood  in  a  camp  be- 
come soldiers  of  fortune,  indifferent  in  what  cause 
they  employ  their  arms.  From  a  numerous  and 
Teteran  army  danger  is  mostly  to  be  apprehended, 
when  the  civil  power  rests  in  feeble  hands. 

The  honorable  gentleman.  (Mr.  Giles)  has  re- 
lated, that  Oliver  Cromwell,  in  the  war  between 
the  King  and  Parliament  of  England,  defeated 
the  royalists  at  the  battle  of  Naseby,  by  means  of 


a  regiment  of  London  apprentices.  Has  the  bo«- 
otable  gentleman  forgotten  the  artful  address, 
used  by  that  hypocritical  tyrant,  to  em  ice  into 
his  army  the  youth  of  the  country;  and  then  to 
insinuate  himself,  by  all  methods  in  his  power, 
into  their  confidence  and  affections?  The  same 
troopit  who  put  down  the  royal  power  accom- 
panied their  ambitious  leader  to  the  House  of 
Parliament,  and  drove  from  their  seats  the  very 
men  who  had  raised  him  to  power.  Thef  ena- 
bled Cromwell  to  establish  a  tyranny  so  odioas 
and  oppressive,  that  the  English  aatioa  to  avoid 
it,  in  a  short  time,  surrendered  themselres  at  dis- 
cretion to  the  most  unprincipled  and  profligate 
monarch  that  ever  sat  on  their  throne,  and  usdcr 
him  patiently  bore  injuries  more  grieroas  thaa 
those  for  which  they  had  brought  his  father  to 
the  block.  The  people  of  this  couotry  are  not 
more  strongly  attached  to  liberty  than  the  En- 
glish were  at  the  time  of  Cromwell.  The  ariny 
now  recommended  will  be  in  number  three-fold 
what  he  ever  possessed.  We  also  mar  hereafter 
find  a  Cromwell  in  some  military  deonsgogae 
who  is  now  flattering  the  people  with  professioas 
of  affection  and  derotion  to  their  cause. 

After  pain  tine,  in  strong  colors,  the  distras 
and  danger  of  the  nation,  the  honorable  gentle- 
man has  said  that  strong  and  energetic  measnref 
are  necessary  to  preserve  it  from  ruin  ;  and  that 
light  objections  ought  not  to  be  made.  It  seemi 
to  be  supposed  that  those  who  shall  oppose  mess- 
ures,  declared  to  be  brought  forward  for  that  pur- 
pose, will  have  the  appearance  of  opposing  the 
necessary  defence  of  the  country.  But,  however 
unpopular  that  course  may  be,  it  is  surely  oor 
duty  to  examine  the  character  and  tendency  of  a 
measure  before  we  assent  to  it.  In  my  opinion, 
what  have  been  called  the  strong  and  energetic 
measures  of  the  Government,  have  caused  onr 
present  distress,  and  nothing  but  a  change  can 
give  relief.  The  various  acts  composing  the  sys- 
tem of  commercial  restrictions,  and  also  the  de- 
claration of  war,  were,  in  their  respective  periods, 
demoninated  strong  and  energetic  measures.  Ail 
objections  against  them  were  deemed  light  and 
trivial.  Is  there  an  honest  man  in  the  nation 
who  does  not  now  lament  that  those  objections 
were  not  heard  with  proper  attention  ?  All  the 
disastrous  consequences  which  have  ensued  were 
then  foretold.  What  was  then  prophecy  is  now 
history.  To  the  ill-judged  measures  of  Gorero- 
ment  may  be  traced  allour  misfortunes.  They 
arose  from  a  war  unnecessarily  waged,  and  badly 
conducted;  and  have  been  increase  by  a  profuse 
waste  of  the  treasure,  and  by  a  destruction  of  the 
credit  of  the  nation.  Whether  the  war  was  de- 
clared through  an  erroneous  estimation  of  injuries, 
suffered  from  a  foreign  nation,  or  for  the  purpose 
of  gratifying  a  lust  for  power  and  patronage, 
makes  little  difference  to  the  country.  The  Ad- 
ministration and  their  friends  are  united  in  opin- 
ion that  the  terms  of  peace  which  they  have 
offered  to  the  enemy,  provide  sufficiently  for  both 
the  honor  and  safety  of  the  country.  By  these 
terms  the  pretended  causes  of  the  war  are  aban- 
doned.   If,  then,  without  obtaining  satisfaction 
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for  the  pact,  or  seearity  for  the  fatare^  we  can 
honorably  and  safeljr  retaro  to  a  state  of  peace, 
we  sorely  might,  with  equal  honor  and  safety, 
have  remainoi  in  that  condition.     Whatever, 
therefore,  were  the  iojaries  suffered  from  Great 
Britain,  (and  I  hare  never  deemed  them  incon- 
siderable,)  it  was  unnecessary  and  unwise  to  de- 
clare war.    Should  a  natibn,  extensively  con- 
nected in  intercourse  with  others,  make  every 
injury  sustained  a  cause  of  war,  it  would  never 
be  at  peace.    The  inquiry  ought  to  have  been, 
whether  the  Injuries  were  of  such  a  nature  as 
could  not,  without  loss  of  honor,  be  borne,  and 
whether  we  had  the  means  of  obtaining  redress 
by  war.    The  Government  has  shown  no  more 
wisdotn  or  prudence  in  conducting  the  war,  than 
in  declaring  it.    In  modern  times,  the  strength 
of  a  nation  Tor  carrying  on  war  essentially  con- 
sists in  its  revenue.    An  empty  treasury,  the  con- 
sequence of  waste  and  mismanagement,'  and  the 
total   loss  of  public  credit  are  the  immediate 
causes  of  the  present  distress.    When  the  Gov- 
ernment passed  into  the  hands  of  the  party  now 
in  power,  the  nation  enjoyed  peace  and  prosper- 
ity, an  extensive  commerce,  and  ample  revenues. 
After  having  procured  the  repeal  of  the  former 
internal  taxes,  so  abundant  was  the  income  from 
commerce  alone,  that  in  his  last  annual  Message 
to  Congress  Mr.  Jefferson  gravely  recommended 
to  their  consideration  the  obtaining,  by  amend- 
ments of  the  Constitution,  more  enlarged  powers 
and  other  objects,  to  enable  the  Government  to 
expend  the  surplus  of  the  revenue.    All  the  causes, 
as  far  as  they  aepended  on  foreign  nations,  which 
have  led  to  oar  present,  condition  then  existed. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  war  the  Adminis- 
tration proposed  their  plans  of  increased  revenue 
to  meet  the  increased  expenditures.    Their  sys- 
tem was  adopted  by  the  Legislature  in  its  full  ex- 
tent.   Thus  far,  everything  demanded  has  been 
granted.    What,  then,  but  gross  mismanagement 
and  waste  can  have  produced  the  present  deplor- 
able condition  of  the  finances?    In  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  without  the  power  of  levying 
taxes,  or  in  any  way  commanding  the  resources 
of  the  nation,  the  Government  was  able  to  obtain 
loans  in  foreign  countries.    Now,  though  possess- 
ing all  the  resources  necessary  for  sustaining 
credit,  Government  can  obtain  loans  neither  at 
home  nor  abroad.    Economy  and  good  manage- 
ment then  gained  and  established  that  confidence 
wbich  waste  and  profusion  have  now  destroyed. 
The  debt  already  contracted  in  this  war  will  be 
found  to  be  double  in  amount  to  the  whole  debt 
of  the  United  States  at  the  end  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.    Instances  of  the  grossest  profusion 
are  constantly  occurring  in  every  department." 
The  cannon  designed  for  the  two  seventy-four 
gun  ships,  and  which  have  been  for  a  long  time 
wanted,  are  yet  to  be  transported  by  land  from 
WasbingtoD,  more  than  five  hundred  miles.    The 
mere  expense  of  transportation  far  exceeds  the 
sam  for  which  they  might  be  made  in  the  vicin- 
ity and  delivered  at  the  places  where  wanted.    In 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  also  in  that  of 
1798  with  France,  cannon  in  abundance  were 


cast  in  New  England:  but  now,  though  propoae4 
on  the  most  favorable  terms,  the  Government 
will  not  permit  a  gun  to  be  made  for  their  use  in 
that  section  of  the  Union.  Peculation  and  pro- 
fusion almost  universally  prevail,  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  could  not  be  borne  by  any  nation.  If  a 
remedy  be  not  soon  applied,  the  resources  of  the 
country  will  be  entirely  exhausted.  Withoat 
means  of  subsistence,  armies  are  worse  than  use- 
less ;  they  become  dangerous. 

The  military  force  of  the  country  has  been  no 
better  employed  than  its  pecuniary  means. 

The  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  Navy, 
and,  in  several  instances,  also  of  the  Army,  have 
merited  and  rcceired  the  warmest  approbation  of 
the  nation.  Of  this,  however,  the  BxecutiTe 
Government  is  entitled  to  no  share.  In  awarding 
the  meed  of  praise  for  the  important  victories  in 
the  naval  Imttles  on  the  Lakes,  Brie  and  Cham- 
plain,  truth  compelled  you  to  declare,  that  they 
were,  in  both  instances,  gained  over  a  superior 
hostile  force.  The  Gtovernment  merits  censare, 
instead  of  praise,  for  exposing  to  such  imminent 
hazard  the  great  interest  staked  on  the  issue  of 
those  battles.  On  Lake  OnUrio,  also,  the  enemy 
has  been  permitted  to  gain  a  decided  superiority 
of  force.  The  fleet,  built  and  equipped  there  at 
great  expense,  has  become  useless.  Instead  of 
protecting  our  own  shores  from  the  attacks  of  the 
enemy,  a  large  land  force  is  now  employed  in 
defending  the  fleet  from  threatened  destruction. 
The  ships  of  war  on  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic 
are  mostly  laid  up  in  the  various  harbors,  and  de- 
fended by  bodies  of  militia  at  enormous  expense. 
Ample  appropriations  were  last  year  made,  not 
only  for  all  the  vessels  then  in  commission,  but 
also  for  putting  into  service  two  new  seventy- 
four  fan  ships  and  three  frigates.  These  appro- 
priations have  been  disregarded.  The  naval  ser- 
vice on  the  Atlantic,  and  also  the  defence  of  the 
seaboard  seem  to  be  abandoned.  The  enemy  has 
occupied  more  than  a  hundred  miles  of  the  east- 
ern seaeoast  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in* 
eluding  one  of  the  best  harbors  and  naval  stationa 
in  the  united  States,  all  which  was  defended  by 
less  than  one  hundred  troops.  Of  so  little  im- 
portance has  this  appeared  to  the  Government, 
that  the  President,  whose  duty  it  is  to  lay  before 
the  Legislature  information  of  the  state  of  the 
Union,  omitted  even  to  mention  it  in  his  Message 
at  the  opening  of  the  session.  Not  a  movement 
has  been  made  to  regain  that  valuable  territory; 
but  the  enemy  is  len  to  fortify  and  secure  it  at 
his  leisure. 

The  military  foree,  instead  of  defending  the 
country,  has  been  employed  in  the  idle  and  fruit- 
less attempt  to  conquer  the  provinces  of  Canada. 
With  their  whole  power  bent  to  that  obiect,.dnr- 
ing  three  campaigns,  the  Government  have  lost 
their  two  principal  fortresses,  Niagara  and  Mi- 
ch ilimackinac,  and  gained  nothing.  Still,  this 
wild  project  is  to  be  pursued.  The  Secretary  of 
War,  in  his  report,  announces  the  intention  of 
the  Administration,  with  a  hundred  thousand 
reffular  troops,  **to  touch  the  feelings  and  excue 
I^  appreheSons  of  the  Bruish  Qovernmeut  by 
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pwhiBg  tbe  war  into  Canada."  ThcMi  are  bold 
coQBaels  for  meo  who  lately,  without  drawing  a 
•word,  fled  io  dbmay  and  disgrace  from  their 
own  eapitol,  before  a  haodfal  of  the  enemf . 
They  oow,  ia  pompous  language,  promise  forth- 
with to  overrun  two  provinces,  and  then  ascend 
the  plains  of  Abraham,  and  storm  the  strongest 
fortress  on  our  continent.  Rashness  in  counsel, 
and  imbecility  in  execution  do  not  constitute 
strong  claims  to  confidence.  Can  the  nation 
longer  repose  confidence  in  such  counsels?  Is  it 
wise  and  safe  to  expend  our  utmost  resources  in 
weak  and  extraragant  projects,  in  which  pastex- 

?»>ienee  destroys  eren  the  hope  of  future  success? 
he  conquest  of  Canada  should  in  my  opinion 
neTer  ha?e  been  undertaken ;  and  the  idle  attempt 
ought  immediately  to  be  abandoned.  Already, 
too  much  blood  and  treasure  have  been  wasted 
in  the  pursuit  of  an  obiect,  which,  were  it  desira- 
ble, cannot  be  atuined.  Without  a  naral  force, 
to  command  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
prevent  the  arrival  of  troopi  and  supplies,  as  they 
may  be  wanted,  Canada  cannot  be  conquered. 
By  means  of  such  force,  the  British  succeeded  in 
wresting  those  4)roTinee8  from  France;  and  for 
want  of  it,  we  Jailed  in  our  attempt,  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  when  the  regular  troops  there 
were  few,  and  the  inhabitants  almost  universally 
inclined  to  favor  us.  For  the  prosecution  of  this 
fruitless  object,  I  will  give  no  aid. 

For  the  necessary  and  proper  defence  of  the 
country,  neither  men  nor  pecuniary  means  are, 
in  my  opinion,  to  be  withheld.  Even  to  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  so  long  as  they  continue  to 
be  clothed  with  Constitutional  authority,  and 
shall  not  have  given  the  most  unequivocal  and 
deefsive  evidence  of  having  abandoned  that  de- 
fence, I  will,  for  that  purpose,  and  restricted  to 
that  object,  grant  all  that  could  be  necessary 
under  a  wise  and  prudent  Administration.  Such 
grants,  however,  must  be  within  the  limits,  and 
in  all  respects  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution.  Beyond  those  limits,  under  no 
pressure  of  circumstances,  will  I  consent  to  go. 
Should  the  national  defence  be  abandoned  by  the 
General  Government,  I  trust  the  people,  if  still 
retaining  a  good  portion  of  their  resources,  may 
rally  under  their  State  Governments  against  for- 
eif^  invasion,  and  rely  with  confidence  on  their 
own  courage  and  virtue. 


Tbubsoat,  November  17. 

The  resolution  brought  up  yesterday  for  con- 
currence was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon 
the  severai  States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their 
resneciive  quotas  of  — —  thousand  militia,  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States; 
and  sundry  amendments  having  been  agreed  to, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  bill,  as  amended, 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  ute  of  the 
Senate. 


FatDAT,  Norember  la 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue  to  cause  a  clerk  in 
his  office  to  aid  him  in  signing  licenses ;"  reported 
it  with  amendments,  which  were  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole, and  agreed  to;  and  the 
Pbbsiobmt  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  amend- 
ed accordingly. 

On  tbe  question,  Shall  the  amendments  bees- 
grossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  resolution  for  furnishing  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society  with  a  copy  of  the  Joamals 
of  Congress,  and  of  the  documents  published  un- 
der their  order,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  An  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  anthorize 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  call  upos 
the  several  Sutes  and  Territories  thereof  for 
their  respective  quotas  of  —  thousand  railitim. 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States,  as  amended ;  and  the  bill  having  been  fur- 
ther amended,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjoomed. 


Saturoat,  November  19. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for 
furnishing  the  American  Antiquariaa  Soeietf 
with  a  copy  of  the  Journals  of  Congress,  and  « 
the  documents  published  under  their  order ;  and, 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  passed 
to  the  third  reading. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
CO  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue 
to  cause  a  clerk  in  his  office  to  aid  him  in  signing 
licenses,"  having  been  reported*  correct,  tbe  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  anid  passed 
with  amendments;  and,  on  motion,  the  title  was 
amended  to  read  as  follows :  *-An  act  authorixing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  appoint  a  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Rev- 
enue, with  power  to  sign  licenses." 

Mr.  HoBSBT  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Ruohed^  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  requested  to  canse  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
statement  of  the  amount  of  ezpenditnxcs  on  aeeount 
of  the  national  armories,  and  the  number  of  arms 
made  and  repaired  at  each  of  the  said  annoriea  since 
the  ad  day  of  April,  1794. 

lUnhed,  That  the  Prasident  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  beibre  the  Senate  a 
statement  of  the  nnmlier  of  arms  and  equipments  por^ 
chased  or  manofiwtured  by  or  on  aoeount  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States;  as,  also,  of  the  number  transmitted  to 
each  State  and  Territory,  in  virtue  of  the  act  of  33d 
April,  1808,  for  arming  the  whole  body  of  the  mililia ; 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  on  ao- 
eount of  the  said  arms  and  equipments. 

Resohedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  requested  to  csuse  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
statement,  exhibiting  the  whole .  number  of  arms  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  distinguishing  what  are 
fit  from  what  are  unfit  for  immediate  use ;  as,  also, 
showing  the  number  distributed  lor  the  use  of  the 
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or  aililk  id  Uw  Mifioe  of  the  United  StalM, 
id  the  Boniher  loened  or  sold  to  tho  States  end  Ter- 
TiAoriee  leepectiTely. 

MILITIA  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Th£  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (he  coDsideratioD  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon 
the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their 

respective  quotas  of thousand  militia,  for 

the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

Oo  motion,  hy  Mr.  Andebson.  to  strike  out  the 
seventh  section  of  the  bill,  as  follows : 

8bc.  7.  And  be  it  furthar  enaeMy  That  the  militis* 
Tvhile  employed  in  the  serrice  of  the  United  States  in 
virtue  of  thu  act»  shall  not  be  compelled  to  serve  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  United  States,  nor  beyond  the 
limitu  of  the  State  or  Tenritoxy  fturnishing  the  same, 
and  the  limits  of  an  adjoining  State  or  Territory;  ex- 
cept that  the  militia  from  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
may  be  required  to  serve  in  the  defence  and  for  the 
protection  of  Louisiana.'' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  6, 
nays  25,  as  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Dana»  Hunter, 
Vamnm,  and  Walker. 

If  AYS — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Brown,  Chace,  Condit, 
Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Golds- 
borough,  Gore,  Horsey,  King,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Mor- 
row, Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Tamer,  Wharton,  and  Worthington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  GoLDSBOHOtiaB,  to  strike 
out  the  ninth  section  of  the  bill,  as  follows: 

•<  Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  after  the 
classification  of  the  militia  as  aforesaid,  any  three 
classes  within  any  State  or  Territory  which  shall  fur- 
nish, according  to  law,  two  effectire  able-bodied  re- 
cruits, to  serve  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  dur- 
ing the  war,  shall  thereafter  be  exempt  from  the  militia 
serrice  required  by  this  act ;  and,  to  aid  them  in  this 
respect,  stwh  recruits  shall  be  entitled,  respeettvely,  to 
receive  the  bounty  in  money  and  land,  according  to 
the  prOTisions  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  ^^,  which 
is  allowed  to  other  recruits  feepectively,  for  the  Amy 
of  the  United  States;  and  in  all  cases  where  reemits 
ehall  be  fiimtabed  as  afoieseid,  the  same  ahall  be  deiiv- 
ered  to  some  recruiting  offioer  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  who  shall  unmediately  give  bis  reeeipt 
therelor  on  account  of  the  classes  furnishing  them, 
and  shall  forthwith  report  the  same  to  the  Department 
of  War,  specifying  in  such  report  the  names  and  de- 
scription of  such  recruits  respectively,  and  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  classes  of  the  militia  furnishing  the  same ; 
whereupon,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  War  to  giant,  without  delay,  to 
such  classes,  a  certificate  of  exemption  from  the  militia 
service  required  by  this  act;  which  certificate  shall,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  be  good  and  available  to  them 
for  their  absolute  exemption  therefrom." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11, 
nays  19,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Goldsborough,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Thompson, 
and  Vamum. 

Nats — Messrs,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown,  Chace, 
Condit,  Fromentin,  German,  Giles,  Lacock,  Morrow, 
RoberU,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Walker,  Whar- 
ton, and  WoilhittgtoQ. 


And  the  PreaideDt  nporled  the  bill  to  the  Sen- 
ate amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qoldbborouob,  to  add  a 
new  section  to  the  bill,  as  follows : 

« 

«Sac.  11.  And  beit  Jurtket maded,  ThattiM  re- 
cmils  rsised  by  the  classes  as  aforesaid,  shidl  be  ea^ 
stituted  foiv  and  employed  in  the  service  intended  to 
be  performed  by,  the  miUtiamen  contemplated  by  this 
act  to  be  furnished  by  the  several  claases." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negatire-"*yea8  lli 
nays  21,  as  follows :        % 

YxAS — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  German,  Goldsbor- 
ough, Gore,  Horsey*  Hunter,  King,  Lambert»  Mason, 
and  Thompson. 

DAT8.*--^MeaBrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Chace,  Fromentin,  Gaillafd,  Giles,  Lasodt, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tatt,  Taylor,  Tv- 
ner,  Vamiim,  Walker,  Wharton*  and  WertUnglOB. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  eogrotsed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  yms  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmatiTe. 


MoNoaY,  November  21. 

The  Senate  reaamed  the  oonsideration  of  the 
motions  made  the  19th  inauot,  by  Mr.  HoBaar, 
which  were  amended  and  agreed  to,  aa  follows: 

MU$olvedy  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Statea  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  tho 
Senate  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  expendi- 
tures on  account  of  the  national  armories,  and 
the  number  of  arms  made  and  repaired  at  each  of 
the  aaid  armories  since  the  2d  day  of  April  1794. 

Bmolvedy  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  statement  of  the  number  of  arms  and 
equipments  purchased  or  manufaotured  by,  or  od 
accountof,  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  the  not  of 
April  23, 1808:  as,  also,  of  the  number  transmitted 
to  each  State  and  Territory,  for  arming  the  whole 
body  of  the  militia ;  together  with  a  statement  of 
the  expenditures  on  account  of  the  said  arms  and 
eqoipmeaia. 

ReBotved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  statement  exhibiting  the  whole  number 
of  arms  belonging  to  the  United  States^  distin- 
guishing what  are  fit  from  what  are  unfit  for  im- 
mediate use;  as.  also,  showing  the  number  dis- 
tribated  for  the  use  of  the  armies  or  militia  in  the 
eery  ice  of  the  United  States,  other  than  those  dis- 
tributed under  the  act  of  23d  April,  1B06,  and  the 
nomiier  loaned  or  sold  to  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries respectirely. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  call  upon  the  several  Statea  aad 
Territories  thereof  for  their  respective  quotas  of 
thousand  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,  haying  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  further  amended  by  unanimous 
consent;  and  the  blanks  baring  been  filled,  on 
the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pa«s?  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Bbbnt,  it  was  agreed  to  take  the  question  by 
yeas  and  nays. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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TuBSDAT,  November  2SL 

A  messaffe  from  the  House  of  Represeatatires 
informed  toe  Senate  chat  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolution  appointing  a  committee  on  their  part 
to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on 
the  pan  of  the  Senate,  to  inquire  and  report  whe- 
ther Congress  may  not  be  more  eonTeniently  ac- 
commodated, either  by  an  alteration  of  the  pres- 
ent chambers,  or  by  procuring  other  rooms  within 
a  conTcnient  distance  of  the  public  offices;  in 
which  resolution  they  tequest  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

MILITIA  OF  THE  UNITED  STATED 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  call  upon  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories thereof  for  their  respective  quotas  of 

thousand  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Gore  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
There  is  no  truth  more  evident  than  that  the 
general,  sovereign,  and  uncontrolled  power  of  the 
several  States,  over  the  militia,  remains  with 
them  respectively,  except  in  certain  specified  cases, 
in  which  the  Congress  has  authority  to  provide 
for  calling  out  this  force,  which,  while  so  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  is  subject  to 
your  Government,  preserving  always  their  offi- 
cers and  militia  organization,  and  excluding 
from  the  command  all  other  officers,  except  only 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  cases  are.  when  insurrections  exist,  when 
the  laws  of  the  Union  cannot  be  executed  by  the 
civil  powers  when  an  invasion  is  made. 

^  The  Congress  may  provide  for  calKng  forth  the 
militia  to  execute  the  laws,  to  suppress  insnrreetions, 
to  repel  rnvasion." 

For  no  other  purposes  can  the  United  States 
call  them  forth,  in  no  other  service  can  they  re* 
quire  their  aid. 

**The  Congress  may  provide  for  organising,  ann- 
ing,  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  goYeming 
such  part  of  them  as  may  be  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted 9tatea,  reserving  to  the  States  respectively  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  training 
the  militia,  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by 
Congress." 

The  power  of  organizing  and  disciplining  the 
militia  seems  to  have  been  granted  for  the  par- 
poae  of  enabling  this  force  to  operate  efficiently. 
That,  when  called  to  act,  the  militia  of  the  seve- 
ral States  might  manoeuvre  alike,  and  having  the 
same  military  languaffeand  ideas,  might  under- 
stand and  comprehend  each  other,  as  well  as  the 
orders  of  their  superiors,  and  be  usefully  combined 
to  efiect  the  object  proposed. 

That  Congress  should  provide  for  arming  the 
iniiiiia  was  necessary  to  place  them  in  a  condi- 
tion to  act  as  soldiers ;  for  if  be  not  a  contradic- 
tion to  call  militia  without  arms,  soldiers,  it  is 
assuming  very  much  the  character  of  a  petty 
German  potentate,  ambitious  of  military  fame, 
who  procured  a  large  number  of  wax  figures  in 
warlike  attitude  and  habiliment,  which  he  called 


bia  army,  and  then  faneied  hiaaelf  equal  to  Ui 
more  wealthy  neighbors,  who,  at  grest  expense, 
supported  a  large  body  of  soldiers  of  flesh  aa^ 
blood,  well  armed  and  accoutred.  We  are  toU 
bv  well  inform^  Senators  on  this  floor,  that  the 
United  States  are  unable,  that  the  States  resoee- 
tively  are  unable,  that  the  individuals  themaarei 
are  unable,  to  arm  the  militia. 

I  truly  hope,  sir,  that  this  picture  of  the  de- 
plorable condition  of  our  countrj  is  foooded  ii 
error.  If  it  be  not,  it  is  a  very  importaot  addi- 
tion to  that  mass  of  evidence  which  is  dailj 
crowding  on  our  minds,  of  the  fatal  improvidence 
of  en^ging  in  this  destructive  war. 

If  It  be  not  in  the  power  of  the  nation,  nor  of 
the  several  States,  nor  of  the  individuala,  to  pro- 
vide arms  for  eighty  thousand  militia,  why  call 
them  forth  to  eat  the  bread  of  idienesa^  and  pro- 
vide the  certain  means  of  victory  to  our  foe,  and 
defeat  to  ourselves  7  Why  continue  to  propagate 
delusion  ?  Why  this  empty  boast  of  taking  Can- 
ada, of  expelling  the  British  from  every  foot  of 
the  Continent,  and  dictating  the  conditions  of 
peace  to  the  Court  of  London  ? 

Believe  me,  sir,  rather  believe  the  ncconats, 
which  are  pouring  into  this  desolated  cnpitai  bf 
every  mail,  from  every  quarter  and  comer  of  the 
country,  that  blind  confidence^  which,  trasting  to 
proclamations  and  the  extravagant  vannts  of  ig- 
norance and  indolence,  has  deljvered  this  gene- 
rous people  a  prey  to  the  weakest  of  men,  aad 
the  worst  of  passions,  is  fast  dissipating,  and  will 
soon  cease  to  hide  from  them  the  dreadful  abyss 
into  which  they  have  been  pinned,  and  the  eno^ 
mity  of  those  delinquencies  which  have  impor- 
erished,  dishonored,  and  degraded  them. 

Whether  it  be  true  or  not,  that  the  people  are 
capable  of  arming  themselves,  or  the  Slates  of 
providing  the  arms,  there  is  no  good  reason  for 
receiving  men  who  come  without  arms  and  equip- 
ments, and  thus  filling  your  muster  rolls  with 
such  beings,  as,  in  no  sense  of  the  word,  can  be 
considered  soldiers,  bat  mere  cormorants,  to  de- 
vour the  remnant  of  sustenanee,  which  can  yet 
be  wrung  from  this  indostrloos  nation,  whom 
presumptuous  folly  has  rendered  bankrupt. 

We  too  well  know  the  fact,  that  great,  rich, 
and  powerful  Suies  issue  forth  unarmed  legions, 
and  boast  of  having  complied  with  requisitions 
for  soldiers  to  fight  the  battles  of  their  country. 

We  are  told  that  the  Executive  provides  such 
men  with  arms  and  equipments.  Where  the 
authority  is  to  be  found  for  thus  favoring  any 
State  I  am  yet  to  learn.  If  allowed  to  some,  and 
not  to  all,  it  is  unequal,  and  therefore  unjust. 

Further,  sir,  some  years  since  a  law  was  enacted, 
appropriating  an  annual  sum  of  money  for  the 
purchase  of  arms  to  be  distributed  among  the 
States.  To  certain  favored  States  arms  were 
supplied,  to  others  none.  The  neglected  States 
have  lately  received  a  small  part  of  their  propor- 
tion. Whence  was  derived  the  authority  thus  to 
discriminate,  to  favor  some  States,  and  neglect 
others,  is  unknown  to  me.  Sure  I  am  it  is  con- 
sistent neither  with  policy  nor  justice. 

It  is.  however,  of  the  same  dharaeter  with  that 
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jasiice,  or  rather  injustice,  which  Airntshes  arme 
and  equipmeots,  rations  and  wages,  to  the  un- 
armed soldiers  of  some  of  the  States,  while  it  re- 
fu5es  provisions  and  payrneot  to  soldiers,  well 
armed  and  equipped,  who  are  called  forth  to  de- 
fend others,  and  afford  that  protection  which  the 
United  States  had  expressly  guarantied  to  them. 
bat  hare  totally  neglected.  An  attempt  is  made 
to  justify  this  refusal,  on  pretensions  the  most 
onu)anded  and  illegitimate,  on  pretensions  set  up 
in  violation  of  that  principle  in  the  Constitution 
^rhich  insures  to  the  respective  States  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  officers  of  the  militia. 

I  have  said  that  the  authority  of  the  United 
States  to  govern  the  militia  exists  only  when  the 
militia  is  in  their  service. 

The  United  States  cannot  govern  the  militia, 
cannot  train  them,  until  in  their  service,  and  even 
then  the  States,  respectively,  have  the  exclusive 
power  of  appointing  their  officers.  The  Coosii- 
tntion  makes  but  one  exception  to  this  exclusive 
power,  that  is  in  favor  of  the  President  of  the 
united  States,  who  is  declared  to  be  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  militia,  when  in  the  actual  service 
of  the  United  States.  There  is  not  a  tittle  of  an* 
thority  for  any  other  officer  of  the  United  States 
to  assume  the  command  of  the  militia;  Thus 
sacredly  is  the  right  x>f  the  several  States  to  their 
militia  guarded  and  seen  red.  There  is  no  power 
of  the  individual  States,  so  positively  and  emphat- 
ically reserved.  The  other  powers  of  the  several 
States  depend  on  the  principle,  that  what  is  not 
granted  is  retained,  confirmed  by  an  express  stip- 
ulation, that  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the 
people ;  but  this  authority^  of  the  respective  States 
over  their  militia,  recognised  in  the  Constitution 
as  *'  necessary  to  the  security  of  a  free  State,"  over 
and  above  the  force  attached  to  it  by  this  sound 
priociple,  is  guarantied  and  hedged  about  by  ail 
the  securities  and  guards  that  language  could  pre- 
scribe; and  if  it  can  be  invaded,  and  by  the  hon- 
orable members  of  this  Senate,  the  Constitutional 
guardians  of  the  rights  and  sovereignties  of  the 
States,  there  is  an  end  of  all  security  from  Coo- 
stitutions  on  paper,  and  we  may  resign  ourselves 
to  the  contempt  and  ridicule  of  the  weakest  as 
well  as  the  wisest  of  men. 

All  the  other  of&pringof  their  sovereignty  they 
had  resigned,  and  have  already  attended  them  to 
that  grave  which  has  swallowed  up  much  of  the 
honor,  most  of  the  property,  and  all  the  public 
credit  of  the  nation.  This  the  States  would  not 
surrender,  but  in  great  emergency,  and  for  very 
limited  periods,  always  keeping  them  within  their 
own  si^ht,  under  their  immediate  and  vigilant 
inspection,  and  under  the  peculiar  care  of  officers 
in  whom  they  had  a  special  confidence,  and  who 
could  look  to  them  alone  for  patronage  and  sup- 
port, that  the  affections  of  the  men  might  not  be 
alienated  from  their  parent -State.  On  this  force 
do  the  States  depend  for  protection  and  support; 
in  every  peril  that  can  be  imagined  from  domes- 
tic violence  or  foreign  invasion,  and  in  that  dread- 
ed event,  which  Qod  grant  may  never  happen,  of 
Idth  Con.  3d  Sess.— 4 


the  powers  which  they  had  surrendered  being 
turned  to  the  destruction  of  their  own  liberties. 

Every  one,  sir,  who  will  attentively  examine 
and  consider  the  language  of  the  Constitution; 
who  will  bring  to  his  mind,  either  by  recollection 
or  reading,  what  passed  in  the  several  States  when 
this  instrument  was  presented  to  them  for  accept- 
ance,  will  be  satisfied  that  I  have  not  miscon- 
ceived nor  misconstrued  the  views  of  those  who 
framed,  or  of  those  who  ratified,  this  grant  of 
power  to  the  United  States. 

As  there  is  no  pretence  that  insurrections  exist, 
or  that  the  laws  cannot  be  executed,  and  there  is 
reason  for  expecting  invasion,  it  is  presumed  (hat 
the  bill  is  bottomed  on  that  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  authorizes  Congress  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia  to  repel  invasion.  On 
this  ground  it  is  to  be  inferred,  for  the  bill  no- 
where mentions  this  to  be  the  object  of  the  requi- 
sition which  it  authorizes  the  President  to  make 
for  eighty  thousand  militia,  to  serve  for  two  years. 
The  service  to  which  they  are  called,  according 
to  the  title,  is  to  protect  the  frontiers  against  in- 
vasion. Now.  sir,  I  contend  Congress  has  no 
authority  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia, 
to  serve  for  two  years,  in  protection  of  the  fron- 
tiers. 

Congress  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  call- 
ing forth  the  militia  to  repel  invasion.  What  is 
the  intent  of  the  terms  of  the  Constitution  which 
grant  this  power,  compared  with  the  other  pro- 
visions of  the  instrument,  and  the  duties  of  the 
United  States?  To  repel  invasion,  means  to  re- 
sist and  drive  back  a  sudden  and  hostile  incur- 
sion. On  an  expected  irruption,  the  militia  might 
naturally  be  presumable  to  be  the  only  force  at 
command ;  and,  from  the  interests  they  had  at 
stake,  might  be  expected  to  act  with  promptitude 
and  vigor.  Experience  had  shown  that  to  such 
service,  short  in  duration,  sudden  and  urgent  in 
emergency,  they  were  well  adapted;  while  for 
long  campaigns,  and  extended  timen  of  service, 
they  were  altogether  unfit.  Unprepared  by  dis- 
cipline, bv  regular  and  constant  subordination,  to 
support  tne  uitigoes  and  privations  of  a  camp, 
such  a  force  would  be  most  incompetent  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  protracted  warfare.  The 
militia  consists  of  men  of  all  professions  and  of 
all  conditions.  The  enterprise  of  the  merchant, 
the  useful  and  indispensable  labor  of  the  agricul- 
turist, the  steady  diligence  of  the  mechanic,  are 
all  sacrificed  by  calling  them  to  act  the  part  of 
soldiers,  for  which  most  of  them  are  singularly 
disqualified,  and  all  their  various  branches  of  pro- 
ductive industry  are  ruined,  to  do  that  badly 
which  a  small  portion  of  their  earnings  could 
procure  to  be  well  done.  TheConstitotioA  never 
intended  that  the  militia  should  prosecute  the 
general  purposes  of  war;  it  did  not  intend  that 
this  should  be  the  force  relied  on  for  permanent 
defence  and  protection  against  invasion;  for  the 
instrument  expressly  guaranties  to  every  Stale, 
that  the  United  Slates  would  protect  each  of  them 
against  invasion.  Such  proteciion  could  be  af- 
forded only  by  ships  of  war,  and  fortresses,  well 
armed  and  maifned.    This  could  not  be  done  by 
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the  militia  of  the  serertl  States,  orer  irhich  the 
Uoited  States  haye  do  control,  except  a  verv 
limited  one,  aod  ia  certain  specified  cases,  whicn 
do  not  incitide  that  of  protecting  against  inva- 
sion, but  only  that  of  repelling  invasion  which 
actoallf  exists. 

The  section  that  insures  to  each  State  protec- 
tion a^inst  inrasion,  confirms  the  meaning  I 
hare  given  to  the  terms  repd  invasion. 

The  United  States  are  bound,  not  only  to  pro- 
tect each  of  the  States  from  invasion,  but  also  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence.  This  cannot 
be  done  by  the  militia,  but  must  be  by  regular 
armies,  which  they  have  power  to  raise  for  any 
length  of  time,  on  whatever  conditions  they  may 
please  to  prescribe,  aod  under  whatever  officers 
they  may  choose  to  appoint  The  militia  does 
not  belong  to  the  United  States;  they  cannot 
even  train  them,  nor  appoint  their  officers.  The 
militia  belonff  to  the  several  States.  It  is  called 
the  militia  of  the  several  States  in  the  very  clause 
of  the  Constitution  which  constitutes  the  Presi- 
dent Commander*]n-Chief  of  this  force  when  in 
the  actual  service  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Nothing  could  be  more  strange  than  to  suppose 
that  the  Constitution  imposed  a  duty  of  this  im- 
portance on  one  power,  and  looked  to  the  forces 
of  another  for  its  performance,  over  which  forces 
'the  power  on  whom  this  obligation  rested  had 
not  so  much  control  as  to  appoint  their  officers, 
or  even  train  them. 

It  would  be  equally  stranffe,  and  more  unjust, 
to  presume,  after  the  several  States  had  granted 
40  the  United  Stales  unlimited  powers  to  raise 
armies,  and  resources  competent  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses, in  return  for  which  the  Uoited  States 
obliged  themselves  to  provide  for  the  common 
defence,  and  to  protect  each  State  against  inva- 
sion, that  the  United  States  could  rightfully  call 
on  the  several  States  to  make  this  common  de- 
fence, and  protect  themselves  respectively  against 
invasion,  with  the  very  force  which,  in  terms  the 
most  unequivocal,  they  had  reserved  for  their 
own  purposes. 

The  language  of  the  Constitution  never  can  be 
tortured  into  such  absurd  contradictions,  nor  to 
effect  such  manifest  injustice ;  yet  this  bill  can 
be  supported  on  no  other  construction.  It  author- 
izes a  requisition  on  the  several  States  for  their 
militia  to  defend  the  frontiers,  that  is,  for  the  com- 
mon defence,  and  for  the*  protection  of  each  State 
against  invasion.  Duties  the  United  States  have 
solemnly  contracted  to  perform  for  those  States, 
on  whom  the  call  is  now  made  to  do  it  for  them- 
selves. 

Further,  the  bill  authorizes  the  President  to 
make  this  requisition  of  militia  to  serve  for  two 
years.  There  is  not  a  particle  of  authority  in  the 
Constitution  to  justify  a  call  for  their  service  for 
two  years.  When  the  object  contemplated  in  the 
Constitution  is  attained,  the  power  of  the  United 
States  ceases.  Its  authority  over  the  militia  is 
spent.  If  you  can  require  (hem  for  two,  you  may 
for  ten  years,  during  the  war,  or  for  life. 

Neither  in  terms  nor  in  fact,  is  this  requisition 
made,  to  provide  for  any  of  the  cases  in  which 


the  Constitution  authorizes  a  call  by  Uie  Uamtf 
States  for  the  militia  of  the  several  Slates. 

Although  the  men  may  possibly  be  suffered  tt 
repel  an  invasion,  this  is  nowhere  roentioDed  ■ 
any  part  of  their  duty,  or  any  portion  of  tbe  te- 
vice  they  are  expected  to  perform.  Tbey  ut 
called  out  generally  for  the  defence  o£  the  fras- 
tiers^  that  is,  to  protect  against  invasioo,  a  denf 
specially  impoied  on  the  United  States,  bye 
express jiro vision  of  the  CoBstitutioo,  and  oae 
very  different  from  that,  viz :  to  repel  invastce 
which  the  militia  is  bound  to  perform  at  then- 
quisition  of  the  United  States. 

I  therefore  cannot  refrain  from  proDooocu^ 
this  bill  unconstitutional,  and  ia  dctogaiioa  cf 
rights  positively  reserved  to  tbe  several  Stales. 

The  second  section  provides  for  daasing  use 
men,  and  procuring  the  number  waatcd,  by  ca- 
tract  or  compulsion. 

The  United  States  have  no  authority  to  foveis 
the  militia,  or  even  to  train  them,  unlil  tCey  are 
in  their  service.  This  fight  is  reserved  to  the 
Sutes  respectively.  By  this  bill  the  Uoited  Sate 
undertake  to  govern  the  militia  preTioiislr  to  ther 
being  brought  into  their  service,  aod  to  direct ik 
mode  by  which  they  shall  be  called  fonb,  that  it. 
to  distribute  the  whole  militia  of  each  Sute  isft 
classes,  and  oblige  each  class,  voluntarily  ranel 
by  their  order,  to  hire  a  man,  or  sabmit  to  i 
draught. 

This  is  the  first  step  on  the  odious  gronodsf 
conscription ;  a  plan,  sir,  which  never  will  asd 
never  ought  to  be  submitted  to  by  this  couotrj-. 
while  it  retains  one  idea  of  civil  freedom — a  piss, 
sir,  which,  if  attempted,  will  be  resisted  by  msoy 
States,  and  at  every  hazard.  In  my  jodgmeni 
sir,  it  should  be  resisted  by  all  who  have  any  re- 

§ard  to  public  liberty  or  the  righu  of  ibe  severil 
itates. 

This  provision  to  class  tbe  militia  into  divisions, 
and  take  from  each  an  individual  by  compuUioa 
will  Bp|)ear  to  be  introduced  merely  foe  tbe  pur- 
pose of  familiarizing  this  arbitrary  and  tyrannical 
process  to  the  min£  of  men,  by  making  the  first 
motion,  in  a  manner  presumed  to  be  the  least  dis- 
gusting, under  the  direction  of  State  officers,  aad 
only  on  the  militia,  for  purposes  pretendcdly  le- 
gitimate, as  respects  that  body,  and  for  an  obiect 
tbe  most  interesting  to  them,  the  defeaee  of  their 
own  firesides.  The  people  readily  discern  that 
the  next  step  will  be  for  a  conscription,  for  any 
purpose,  and  by  any  individual  designated  by  the 
General  Government. 

The  honey  on  the  edges  of  the  cup  will  not 
disguise  tbe  bitterness  of  the  venomous  drtig  at  its 
bottom.  The  veil,  sir,  is  too  thin  to  conceal  the 
hideous  monster,  which  to  be  bated,  to  be  avoided, 
to  be  destroved.  needs  but  to  be  seen. 

I  know  ot  no  purpose,  I  can  conceive  of  none 
for  making  this  bill,  but  to  introduce  provisions 
as  the  ground-work  for  other  schemes,  which 
have  been  introduced  a  little  prematurely,  and 
before  this  deluded  people  can  be  brought  to  re- 
ceive the  last  chain,  which  shall  bind  them  to 
the  unrelenting  will  of  despotism.  Laws  are  oow 
in  full  force,  which  provide  for  bringing  forth 
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the  militia,  ia  mil  the  casts  authorised  by  the 
CoDstiiation.  These  have  been  saoctioned  by 
time  and  eiperieoce,  and  the  provisions  hare  been 
foand  competent  to  their  object. 

There  iiever  has  been,  as  I  can  learn,  the  small- 
est objection  in  a  sinfie  State  to  rendering  prompt 
obedience  to  any  call  for  the  militia,  deemed  le- 
i^itiniate  by  those  on  whom  it  was  made,  and 
ivbenerer  the  requisition  has  been  assented  to, 
there  has  been  no  delay,  no  tardiness,  no  inability 
in  the  uncontrolled  and  unassisted  power  of  the 
Slates  to  bring  forth  the  militia  demanded.  They 
need  neither  your  direetioo  nor  advice  how  to 
comply  with  Constitutional  requisition.  And 
they  will  not  suffer  your  inter^rence  in  a  busi- 
ness which  they  consider,  and  rightly  consider, 
their  own. 

There  is  a  section,  sir,  which  after  all  the  pre- 
tence to  provide  a  local  force,  for  the  defence  of 
the  homes  of  the  militia,  shows  the  whole  to  be 
a  delusion.  A  large  porch  is  made,  and  fine  scaf- 
roldiog  erected,  merely  to  introduce  the  Qeneral 
Oovernment  to  the  pnvate  purses  of  individuals 
to  aid  them  in  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regular 
Army ;  leaving  the  several  Sute9,as  they  alwavs 
have  been,  to  take  care  of  themselves,  while  the 
force  on  which  they  depended  is  marched  off  to 
perish  in  the  wilds  of  Canada. 

Finally,  the  several  States,  previously  to  the 
Coo  federation,  held  their  respective  militias  in 
undiminished  sovereignty ;  under  the  Confedera- 
tion, the  several  States  were  bound  to  keep  up 
a  regulated  and  disciplined  militia,  sufficiently 
armed  and  accoutred;  but  the  supreme  control 
over  this  force  remained  with  them,  respectively, 
and  unaltered.  In  this  condition  they  were,  when 
the  existing  Constitution  was  adopted. 

"  Every  right,  power,  or  authority,  not  delega- 
'  ted  by  the  Constitution  to  the  General  Oovero- 
^  meat,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  is  re- 
<  serred  to  the  States  respectively."  No  general 
power  over  the  militia  was  dele^^ted  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  only  power  delegated  in  this  re- 
spect was  B  limited  authority,  in  three  cases.  The 
United  Suies  can  exercise  no  other.  If  they  at- 
tempt to  extend  an  authority  beyond  the  grant, 
the  several  States  have  a  right,  and  are  bound  by 
duty  to  their  own  citizens,  to  resist  the  usurpation. 
The  measure  iand  manner  of  resistance  are  alto- 
gether within  their  own  discretion.  The  surren- 
der of  such  rights  of  sovereignty,  and  of  other 
inferior  rights,  by  the  several  States,  as  the  Con- 
stitution contains,  was  with  a  view  of  attaining 
compensation  in  th*^  reciprocal  engagements  of 
the  United  States. 

The  several  States  granted  to  the  United  Slates 
power  to  raise  armies,  to  provide  and  maintain  a 
navy,  and  resources  sufficient  to  support  them. 
In  consideration  for  parting  with  rights  so  essen- 
tial to  their  preservation,  tliey  received  a  solemn 
promise  from  the  United  States  that  they  would 
provide  for  the  common  defence,  and  protect  each 
State  against  invasion.  Have  the  United  States 
done  either  ?  Does  not  this  bill  attempt  to  take 
from  the  several  States  that  force  which  they  bad 
respectively  reserved  to  themselves  for  their  own 


Surposes,  and  apply  it  to  nses  which  the  United 
itates  are  bouna  to  provide  for  by  other  means  1 

All  the  articles  of  a  league,  or  confederacy, 
have  the  force  and  nature  of  reciprocal  promises 
and  of  conditions,  which,  by  a  default,  are  ren- 
dered null. 

With  a  deep  sense  of  the  importance  of  thie 
Union  to  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  ail  its 
members,  I  am  bound  to  resist  any  infraction  of 
the  ties  which  unite  them  together,  in  order  to 
render  perpetual  that,  which  seems  to  be  dissolv- 
ing under  us.  ' 

In  such  motives,  and  in  support  of  the  dearest 
interests  of  the  nation,  the  House  will  find  the 
grounds  of  my  opposition  to  this  bill.  The  only 
thing  wanted  from  Congress  in  relation  to  the 
militia,  under  the  existing  laws,  is  a  provision  for 
receiving  Into  the  eniployment  and  pay  of  the 
United  States,  at  the  discretion  of  the  President, 
such  bodies  of  State  troops,  for  such  terms  and 
under  such  conditions  as  any  of  them  may  eon- 
sent  to  raise. 

An  honorable  friend  of  mine,  from  the  State  of 
New  York,  now  detained  from  this  House  by  in- 
disposition, anxious  to  afford  his  aid  in  providing 
for  the  defence  of  the  country  by  all  Const  itntional 
means,  on  Saturday  last  offered  a  motion,  with 
this  view.  The  honorable  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee which  introduced  the  bill,  declined  to  re- 
ceive it  at  that  time,  and  preferred  to  consider  it 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill.  He  bein^  on- 
able,  for  the  reason  assigned,  now  to  submit  the 
motion,  I  take  the  liberty  to  offer  the  same,  which 
is  in  the  following  words : 

<'  That  the  committee  be  iastnieted  so  to  modi^r  the 
bill  that  it  shall  provide  for  calling  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States*  fiom  time  to  time,  in  execution  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitation,  and  aooording  to 
the  mode  heretofore  practised,  ^^  thousand  aiiUtia, 
to  serve  for  terms  not  eiceeding  nine  months ;  with 
an  option  to  the  several  States,  in  lien  of  suoh  deter- 
ments of  militia,  to  raise  and  furnish,  for  the  serviee 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  unlesa 
sooner  discharged,  bodies  of  State  troops  equal  in 
number  to  their  respective  quotas  of  militia;  sudi 
State  troops  to  be  organised,  armed,  and  equippedy ' 
sccording  to  lew ;  their  officers  to  be  appointsd  by  the 
respective  States ;  their  services  to  be  limited  vrithhi 
the  States  in  which  they  shall  be  rsised,  or  vritUn  an 
adjoining  State ;  to  be  snbjoct  to  the  rules  end  aitidse 
of  vrar,  and  to  receive  the  same  pay,  dothing,  rations, 
and  forage,  and  to  be  entitled  to  the  same  privileg ee 
and  immunities  as  the  troops  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  Dana,  the  question  was 
divided,  and  taken  on  recommitting  the  bill;  and 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13,  nays 
19,  as  follows: 

YxAs^Messrs.  Anderson,  Daggett,  Dana,  QaiUsrd, 
German,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horeeyy  Hunter,  Lam- 
bert, Mason,  Thoinpson,  and  Yarnnm. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown,  Chace, 
Condit,  Fromentin,  Giles,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tumor,  Walker, 
Wharton,  and  Worthington. 

Mr.  GoLDaBORODOH  then  rose  and  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows: 
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Mr.  President:  When  the  subject  was  first 
broQght  before  the  Committee,  I  was  so  anfortQ- 
nate  as  to  be  absent,  and  hare  therefore  only  had 
an  opportanitT  of  pissing  upon  some  of  its  pro- 
visions. As  tne  bill  has  now  arrived  at  that  stag^e 
of  its  progress  when  it  is  permitted  to  review  it 
throughout,  I  must  offer  my  former  absence  as  an 
apology  for  detaining  the  Senate  a  few  moments, 
and  will  limit  myself,  in  the  course  of  my  remarks, 
to  two  poinu  only,  viz :  the  length  or  the  time 
the  militia  are  intended  to  be  kept  out,  and  the 
mode  of  classing  them  to  force  them  out. 

I  had  hoped,  sir,  though  vainly,  that,  among  the 
innumerable  amendments  whicn  this  bill  was 
destined  to  suffer,  it  would  have  been  so  radically 
reformed  in  principle  and  so  ameliorated  in  its 
provisions,  that  I  could  have  voted  for  it.    The 

Srofessed  object  of  this  billf  the  defence  of  the 
tates.  is  particularly  dear  to  me,  and,  if  pursued 
In  a  Constitutional  mode,  would  command  my 
hearty  concurrence ;  but  I  have  to  lament  that 
the  measure,  which  now  seems  likely  to  be  adopt- 
ed for  that  purpose,  is  such,  that  I  cannot  partici- 
pate in  it.  Notwithstanding  the  unrelazing  ex- 
ertions which  have  been  made  to  bring  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill  within  the  fair  limiu  of  Con- 
stitutional jurisdiction,  and  to  temper  its  severity 
to  the  feelings  of  the  people,  its  greatest  deform- 
ity still  exists^  the  most  hideous  feature  in  its 
whole  composition  remains  unsoftened,  and  I  am 
therefore  bound  by  a  solemn  sense  of  duty  to  the 
country,  and  acting  under  the  awful  responsibil- 
ity of  an  oath,  to  oppose  its  passage. 

There  has  been  a  marked  and  studied  distinc- 
tion preserved  between  the  army  and  the  militia 
of  the  country.  The  one  is  a  permanent,  the 
other  a  temporary  force,  intended  for  temporary 
purposes.  In  time  of  peace,  no  force  is  more 
competent,  none  more  adapted  **  to  repress  insur- 
rections, or  to  execute  the  laws,"  than  the  mili- 
tia ;  but,  surely,  sir,  it  can  never  be  intended  to 
be  exclusively  relied  on  for  defence,  during  a  pe- 
riod of  war.  There  can  be  little  doubt,  when  the 
Constitution  speaks  of  the  militia  "to  repel  inva- 
sion.'' it  rather  regarded  the  occasional  irruptions 
of  the  Indians  upon  our  back  frontiers,  than  the 
disembarking  of  large  bodies  of  finely  trained  Eu- 
ropean troops  upon  our  shores.  Those  who  are 
practically  skilled  in  the  art  of  war  will  tell  you, 
that  nothing  but  the  system  and  discipline  of 
regulars,  can  meet  reguhirs  with  effect;  and  al- 
though occasions  may  be  presented  when  militia 
have  merited  every  honor  which  can  be  due  to 
victory  and  good  conduct,  yet  an  exclusive  reli- 
ance on  them,  in  times  like  these,  threatened,  as 
we  are,  with  formidable  fleets  and  armies,  would 
be  to  discard  the  best  lessons  of  experience,  and 
to  jeopardize  the  fate  of  the  country.  That  the 
militia,  as  such,  would  be  a  good  auxiliary  force, 
I  am  prepared  to  admit.  Dispersed  through  eve- 
ry part  of  the  country  and  rormed  into  conve- 
nient corps,  they  might  be  made  to  fall  upon  and 
harass  the  enemy  at  his  landing,  and  from  their 
superior  knowledge  of  the  country,  under  brave 
and  enterprising  officers,  they  would  gall  him, 
impede  and  obstruct  his  progress,  until  the  disci- 


plined regulars,  which,  in  a  war  like  this,  oofl^ 
to  be  stationed  at  eligible  points,  and  in  eonsidep 
able  bodies,  from  one  end  of  the  eoDfiDeot  to  tkj 
other,  could  be  brought  to  their  relief.  If,  to  rew 
edy  the  defects  of  want  of  discipline  in  nhe  mili- 
tia, it  is  contemplated  to  confine  them  to  a  caiay 
for  two  years,  it  is  this  unusual  period  of  service^ 
it  is  the  mode  that  as  intended  to  be  used  to  forci 
them  out,  and  the  conversion  of  the  militia  iati 
regular  troopa  that  I  complain  of.  and  vrhich.  ia 
my  judgment,  constitutes  a  palpable  and  flagratf 
violation  of  the  Constitution. 

In  the  general  enumeration  of  the  powers  tf 
Congress,  sir,  we  shall  find  that  part  of  the  Cot- 
stitution  which  bears  upon  this  subject.  Concrai 
shall  have  power  ^  to  provide  for  calling  ford 
the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sap- 
press  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions.'^  Tkes 
are  the  three  objects  for  which  Congress  cat 
alone  provide  for  calling  out  the  militia,  and  wkea 
these^  or  either  of  these  objects,  cease  to  exist  the 
militia  are  no  longer  subject  toduty.  It  is  impossible 
for  Congress  to  decide  how  long  the  militia  shai 
be  held  to  service,  because  they  cannot  determise 
how  long  the  emergency  will  exist  for  which 
thev  are  called.  It  is,  therefore,  that  we  are  u 
understand  the  language  of  the  Constitatioo  as 
confining  the  power  of  Congress  entirely  to  |K9- 
vidiog  how  and  bv  whom  the  call  upon  the  mili- 
tia is  to  be  made,  lea ving[  the  responsibility  boih 
of  the  call  and  or  the  decision  on  the  continoaiwc 
of  the  service  upon  that  power  to  which  Con- 
gress shall  think  proper  to  assign  it;  and  leaviog 
It  also  exclusively  to  the  States,  to  whom  alose 
it  rightfully  belongs,  to  furnish  the  troops  in  tlieir 
own  way.  So  far  from  Congress  having  any  Con- 
stitutional power  to  retain  the  militia  in  service 
for  a  fixed  and  determinate  period  of  time,  the 
Constitution  has  itself  given  another  standard  bf 
which  their  term  of  service  shall  be  measored, 
and  that  is,  the  continuance  of  the  exigence  they 
are  called  to  meeL  After  Congress  have  pro- 
vided for  calling  out  the  militia,  by  vetting  the 
power,  as  it  usually  has  done,  in  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  it  has  discharged  all 
its  duties,  and  the  President  will  then  decide  upon 
his  responsibility  to  the  nation,  when  it  in  neces- 
sary to  exercise  the  power,  and  when  the  exigence 
for  which  the  call  was  authorized  ceases  to  exist 
As  Congress  cannot  calculate  the  length  of  time 
during  which  either  insurrection,  or  oppositioa 
to  the  laws,  or  invasion,  may  continue,  and  as  the 
power  thus  vested  in  the  President  to  make  ibe 
call  and  judge  of  the  period'of  service,  might,  in 
certain  events,  impose  a  long,  and  painful,  and 
ruinous  duty,  upon  one  body  of  the  militia,  the 
general  power  given  to  Congress  to  provide  for 
calling  them  forth,  clearly  enables  them  to  pro- 
vide a  succession  of  militia  at  easy  intervals,  t» 
take  the  place  of  those  who  are  on  duty ;  so  as  to 

f»revent  the  whole  burden  from  falling  too  severe- 
y  upon  any  one  portion  of  the  people.  It  was  ia 
this  view  of  the  Constitution,  and  with  this  inten- 
tion, that  the  law  of  February,  1795,  was  passed, 
to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia.  The 
fourth  section  of  the  law  is,  "  that  the  militia 
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^  employed  in  the  serrice  of  the  United  Ststes, 
'  shall  be  lubjeot  to  the  same  roles  nod  articles  of 
'  -w^T  as  the  troops  of  the  United  States ;  and 
'  that  no  officer,  non-eommissiooed  officer,  or  pri* 
'  Tate,  of  the  militia,  shall  be  compelled  to  serre 
*  more  than  three  months  after  his  arriTal  at  the 
'  place  of  rendezroQs,  in  any  one  year,  nor  more 
'  than  in  doe  rotation  with  every  other  able-bod- 
'  ied  man  of  the  same  rank  in  the  battalion  to 
'  which  he  belongs." 

This  early  exposition  of  this  part  of  the  Consti- 
to  lion  is  nnquestionably  the  surest  and  the  safest 
guide  of  construction;  and  as  the  powers  here 

f  ran  ted  were  both  to  be  vested  in  and  exercised 
y  the  illostrious  President  of  the  Convention 
-which  formed  that  Constitution,  and  the  act  itself 
received  his  sanction,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture 
how  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  any  part  of 
that  instrument  could  be  more  clearly  and  more 
satisfactorily  ascertained.   By  this  law,  the  Pres- 
ident  of  the  United  States  is  authorized  to  call 
out  the  militia,  but  they  cannot  be  kept  in  service 
longer  than  three  months  after  their  arrival  at 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  nor  can  they  he  made  to 
serve  longer  than  a  due  rotation  with  trery  other 
member  of  the  same  rank  in  the  battalion  from 
-which  they  are  taken.    Here,  then,  I  derive  the 
distinction    between   Congress   undertaking   to 
provide,  by  law,  that  the  militia  shall  be  kept  in 
camp  for  two  years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  and 
their  providing  by  law  that  the  militia  shall  not 
he  kept  out  more  than  three  months.    In  the  first 
case.  Congress  are  made  to  prescribe  the  time  for 
which  they  shall  be  kept  m  camp,  which  they 
have  no  power  to  do.    In  the  last,  so  far  from 
designating  the  time  they  shall  serve,  they  only 
mean  to  prescribe  the  period  of  rotation,  beyona 
^vhich  the  same  body  of  militia  shall  not  serve. 
If  the  emergency  continues  beyond  three  months, 
new  calls  ofmilitiamen  are  to  be  made  to  relieve 
those  who  perform  the  first  tour  of  duty;  and  it 
is  not  and  never  was  intended,  by  the  language 
of  the  Constitution,  that  Congress  should  say  how 
long  the  militia  shall  serve,  but  merely  judgioj^ 
of  tne  condition  of  the  country,  and  the  necessi- 
ties and  conveniences  of  the  people^  they  govern 
themselves  by  such  considerations  m  exercising 
their  powers  ^to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia"  in  such  numbers,  and  in  such  rotation, 
as  the  public  emergency  may  require.    The  dis- 
tinction, to  my  view,  is  neither  subtle  nor  nice, 
but  founded  in  a  just  discretion,  and  exerted  for  a 
correct  and  benevolent  purpose,  to  rescue  the 
ffreat  body  of  the  people  from  a  painful  and  un- 
just oppression. 

So  far,  sir,  from  vesting  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  with  power  to  call  the  militia  into 
camp  for  two  years,  you  well  know,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  the  great  contest  of  the  Convention 
was,  whether  this  power,  **  to  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  militia,"  should  be  given  to  Congress  at 
all.  And  it  was  a  question  of  long,  dubious,  and 
animated  debate,  whether  it  should  be  left  exclu- 
sively to  the  States,  or  whether  it  should  be  given 
in  certain  specified  cases,  to  be  exercised  by  the 
Federal  Government.    If,  at  that  time,  it  could 


have  been  anticipated  that  the  power  thus  reloe* 
tantly  and  jealously  yielded  op  and  guarded  by 
strict  limitation,  would  ever  have  been  used,  by 
this  or  any  other  Conj^ress,  to  drag  the  people  of 
this  country  from  their  homes,  their  families,  and 
their  occupations,  to  consign  them  to  the  toils 
and  deprivations  of  a  camp  for  two  years,  those 
celebrated  champions  in  that  great  cause,  who 
have  been  justly  styled  the  fathers  of  our  Consti- 
tution, would  never  have  prevailed  to  have  pro- 
cured this  power  to  the  Graneral  Gbvernment. 

But,  sir.  the  uneonstitutionality  of  this  meas* 
ore,  though  defect  enough  to  justify  my  opposi- 
tion to  ir,  is  not  the  only  defect.  There  is  a  rigor 
and  severity  in  the  provisions  of  this  bill  never 
before  practised,  which  will  stir  up  a  feeling  of 
uneasiness  and  restless  displeasure,  and  which  the 
condition  of  the  people  of  this  country  will  not 
endure.  On  whom,  let  me  ask,  sir,  will  this  griev- 
ous oi)pression  principally  fall  ?  It  will  fall  upon 
the  middling  ranks  in  society,  upon  your  tenan- 
try, your  mechanics,  your  manu&etorers — men 
who  constitute  the  very  bone  and  muscle  of  your 
population.  Men  of  wealth  will  procure  substi- 
tutes-^the  poorest  and  humblest  in  rank  will  be 
compelled  by  their  necessities,  during  a  period  of 
war,  to  enlist  with  recruiting  sergeants,  or  to  be 
absorbed  by  the  provisions  in  the  ninth  section  of 
this  bill ;  whilst  the  chief  burden  of  this  odious 
conscription  will  fall  upon  those  whose  circum- 
stances in  life  are  too  humble  to  aflford  extrava- 
gant bounties  for  substitutes,  but  whose  feelinjp 
are  too  proud,  and  habits  too  reputable,  to  sofier 
them  to  become  the  corrupted  hirelings  of  others. 
This  class  of  men,  thus  marked  out  for  destruc- 
tion by  this  bill,  is  infinitely  the  most  numerous, 
as  well  as  the  most  useful  in  society.  Their  scr^ 
vices,  in  their  respective  avocations,  are  essential 
to  the  interest  as  well  as  to  the  convenience  of 
the  community  in  which  they  live,  and  their  per- 
sonal labor  ana  daily  attention  to  their  own  affairs 
are  indispensably  necessary  to  the  support  of 
themselves  and  tneir  families.  To  tear  these  men 
away  from  home  to  serve  in  the  militia  for  only 
three  months  at  a  time,  is  to  impose  a  serious  evil 
on  them,  but  if  you  drag  them  off,  as  you  here 
contemplate  by  this  bill,  and  keep  them  in  camp 
for  two  years,  you  complete  their  ruin,  you  entail 
distress  and  misery  upon  their  families,  perhaps 
starvation  and  death.  During  their  absence,  and 
an  absence,  too,  under  a  system  of  coercion  be- 
fore unheard  of  in  our  country,  their  former  hab- 
itations will  become  the  abodes  of  wretchedness. 
Sir,  I  want  language  to  depict  the  sufferings  that 
will  flow  from  this  tyrannical  system.  Those 
whom  the  industry  of  a  father  or  a  husband  may 
have  once  clad  in  simple  neatness,  and  fed  with 
comfortable  fare,  will  be  left  disconsolate  in  pen- 
ury, to  wrap  their  chilled  limbs  in  the  tattered 
remnants  of  his  former  bounty.  Deprived,  by 
this  youmct,  of  their  only  source  of  comfort,  their 
protector  and  support,  many  who  have  been  bred 
in  all  the  decencies  of  life,  will  be  thrown,  like 
common  mendicants,  upon  the  world,  to  subsist 
upon  its  precarious  charity.  Should  it  be  ordalu'* 
ed  that  the  wretched  f^iaet  is  to  be  lesioted  to 
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bia  former  home,  after  tiM  ezpiratioo  of  this  iio- 
goring  aod  minoos  period  of  tenriee,  he  will  re> 
turn,  not  to  ^e  cheerfol  cottace  which  he  left, 
w^ere  joy  and  ploDtir  smiled,  bat  to  a  eomfort* 
less  dweluBg,  from  which  waat  and  misery  have 
chased  erery  eodearmeat,  sare  only  Ihoee  whom 
Prorideoee  may  have  spared,  to  meet  their  bene- 
factors' return,  with  haggard  eye  and  sqoalid  as- 
pect, the  miserable  evidences  of  his  lone  and  era- 
el  exile.  These,  sir,  are  to  be  some  of  me  certain 
resnlts  of  this  dreadfal  conscription;  and  how 
few  of  the  many  who  are  doomed  to  saffer,  now 
dream  of  the  distress  which  yon  are  at  this  hour 
preparing  for  them !  Sir,  believe  aie^  there  is  no 
fiction  in  all  this ;  it  is  but  a  (aiat  sketch  of  the 
calami  lies  that  are  destined  to  afflict  us,  the  real- 
ity of  which  will  far  outstrip  the  anticipation  of 
the  liveliest  imagination.  Let  me  then  ask  you, 
sir,  if  you  really  intend  to  adopt  this  system  as 
the  law  of  the  land,  hostile  as  it  is  to  the  Consti- 
tution, and  pregnant  with  all  tbese  ills?  Have 
the  people  of  this  country  not  yet  suffered  enough? 
Will  this  honorable  Senate,  wise,  discreet,  and 
reflecting,  on  whom  the  nation  rests  its  hopes,  to 
whom  they  have  been  taught  to  look  in  the  mo- 
ment of  anxiety  and  trial,  and  upon  whose  floor, 
we  have  been  once  told,  the  last  expiring  strug- 
fl^s  of  the  liberties  of  this  country  would  be  ex- 
hibited, if  they  are  doomed  to  expire-^will  they 
sanction,  by  their  approbation,  such  a  measure  as 
this? 

Sir,  it  is  not  wise  in  those  who  are  ambitious 
of  fame  to  indulge  too  much  in  prophetic  views 
of  things,  but  I  iancy  that  I  put  Itttle  to  hazard, 
when  I  say,  carry  this  system  into  execution  when 
you  will,  and  you  will  find  that  the  people  of  the 
country  will  not  bear  it;  not  that  a  party  will 
not  bear  it,  but  the  great  body  of  the  people  will 
frown  iodiffoant  upon  this  attempt  to  despoil 
them  of  the  olessinp  of  their  Constitutiooal  righu 
and  personal  liberties. 

Sir,  you  dare  notj  at  least  I  hope  you  dare  not, 
attempt  a  conscription  to  fill  the  ranks  of  your 
reguUr  army.  When  the  plan  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  made  its  appearance,  it  was  gratifying  to 
find  that  it  met  with  the  abhorrence  of  almost 
every  man  in  the  nation,  and  the  merit  of  the  bill 
before  you,  if  such  a  measure  can  be  supposed  to 
have  merit  at  all,  is,  that  it  is  little  else^  as  regards 
the  militia,  than  a  servile  imitation  of^tbe  Secre- 
tary's plan.  And  will  you  treat  your  militia  with 
more  rigor  than  you  are  willing  to  practise  upon 
your  regular  soldiers?  Will  you  adopt  a  system 
of  tyranny  towards  them,  that  you  are  reluctant 
to  atteinpt  towards  the  Army  ?  Availing  your- 
selves of  the  popular  appellation  of  militia,  you 
undertake  to  enforce  a  system  of  conscription 
whose  very  severity  must  rouse  those  who  may 
have  been  lulled  into  acquiescence,  by  a  total 
waiit  of  suspicion.  Thus,  sir,  it  is,  ttiat  the  war- 
spirit  of  the  nation  has  sunk  so  low  thatf  like  the 
fallen  pnbiio  credit  of  the  country,  neither  banks 
or  bounties  can  revive  it.  And  the  advocates  of 
this  bill,  becoming  rash  by  disaster,  since  neither 
monstrous  bounties  in  money  or  in  land  will  avail 
them,  now  call  upon  us  to  pursue  the  freemen  of 


the  aoontry,  even  lo  their  very  hearths  and  fifc- 
sides.  to  drag  them  forth  in  haadcoffb  to  the  fieU 
of  battle,  there  to  fight  against  the  wroDgaof  iss- 
pressment,  and  to  conquer  the  freedom  of  the 


Mr.  President,  there  is  a  foreboding  that  arbss 
from  all  this  which  fills  me  with  the  deepest  con- 
cern. The  growth  of  tyrannj,  when  it  once  be> 
gins,  is  strong  and  rapid.  A  lew  years  past,  aad 
the  name  of  conscription  was  never  uttered  but 
it  was  coupled  with  execration ;  last  year,  it  found 
its  way  into  .a  letter  from  the  then  Secretary  of 
Wan  to  the  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee, 
and  it  was  then  so  odious  that  it  was  but  litile 
exposed  to  view.  This  year,  we  have  conscrip- 
tion openly  recommended  to  us  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  an  official  paper;  and,  worst  of  alL  it 
findschampioos  and  advocates  on  this  floor.  What 
have  we  to  expect  next,  but  that,  in  the  ensuing 

{rear,  we  shall  see  it  stalking  abroad  tbroogh  the 
and,  accompanied  by  its  loathsome  train  of  fei- 
ten  and  chains,  and  executioners.  And  why  is 
all  this  to  be  done  ?  The  necessity  of  the  crisis 
is  offered  as  the  plea;  yes,  sir,  necessity,  that 
blood-stained  plea  of  tyrants,  which  has  served 
every  scheme  of  uaurpation^  to  sacrifice  the  lives 
and  liberties  of  men,  to  aid  lU  projects  of  self-ag- 
grandixement  and  ambition,  is  now  given  to  j usu- 
ry this  measure ;  nothing  is  therefore  left  to  as, 
tmt,  before  it  be  too  late,  to  improve  the  expe- 
rience which  the  misfortunes  of  others  hare 
taught  us,  to  our  own  and  the  national  preserva- 
tion. The  necessities  of  the  times,  of  which  we 
hear  so  much  and  feel  so  sensibly,  ought  properly 
enough  to  urge  us  to  active  and  animated  exer- 
tions in  behalf  of  the  nation ;  there  is  a  vigor  and  a 
zeal  which  should  characterize  all  our  conduct  at 
this  doubtful  moment;  but  the  ardor  which  im- 
pels to  action  should  be  watched,  lest  it  betray  us 
into  error  and  excess.  Times  of  immiaeat  peril 
and  alarm,  ara  periods  when  public  liberty  is 
most  in  danger,  and  it  is  difficult  to  decide  whe- 
ther he  is  the  worthiest  patriot  who  goes  to  bat- 
tle in  defence  of  a  nation's  rights,  or  he  who  stands 
the  faithful  sentinel  over  the  Constitution  in  times 
of  general  efiervesceoce,  to  guard  it  from  viola- 
tion and  abase. 

Unwilling,  sir,  to  consume  the  time  of  the  Sen- 
ate, whose  patience,  as  well  as  my  own,  has  been 
much  exhausted  by  the  lingering  progress  of  this 
bill,  I  shall  content  myself  with  the  remarks  I 
have  made  upon  the  point  which  seemed  most 
pariicularly  to  demand  an  open  and  avowed  op- 
position. Having  before  taken  an  occasion  to 
express  my  opinion  upon  the  other  exceptionable 
parts  of  the  bill,  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  a  re- 
capitulation. 

I  must  once  more  express  to  you,  Mr.  President, 
the  deep  rasret  I  feel,  at  not  being  able  to  give 
my  vote  infavor  of  a  measure,  which  is  said  to  be 
designed  to  be  for  the  defence  of  the  Sutes.  There 
is  not  a  man  in  this  Senate,  or  in  this  nation,  who 
is  more  willing,  or  who  will  go  further  in  apply* 
ing  the  true  means  of  the  country  to  its  de^nce 
at  this  time,  than  myself.  But,  upon  all  questions, 
sir,  there  are  certain  bounds  beyond  which  I  can 
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never  eooMDt  to  go ;  and  I  mast  be  understood 
'  at  all  times,  wbeteTer  pledges  I  may  make,  as 
impoaiDgthis  restriction,  this  obligation  upon  mj- 
selr,  vii :  neither  to  overleap  the  limits  of  tne 
Constitution,  or  to  be  aceessary  to  an  invasion  of 
the  essential  prtneipies  of  civil  liberty. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
then  taken  and  determined  in  the  affirmative— 
yeas  19,  nays  13,  as  follows : 

Ys  AS — MessxB.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent,  Brown«  Chace, 
Gondii,  Fromentio,  GiuUard,  Giles,  Lscock,  Morrow, 
Roherts,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Walker,  Whar- 
tony  and  Worthlngton. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Daggett,  Dana,  German, 
G<»ldsborongh,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hnnter,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Thompaon,  and  Yamnm. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon  the 
several  States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their 
respective  quotas  of  eighty  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States  against  invasion." 

Wednesday,  November  23, 
DBATH  OF  fHE  YICB  PRESIDENT. 
About  the  hour  of  meeting,  a  report  having 
reached  the  Senate  Chamber  of  the  death  of  the 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  mem- 
bers from  Massachusetts,  Messrs.  Varndh  and 
QoRB,  proceeded  to  his  lodgings  to  ascertain  the 
fact  \  and,  on  their  return,  having  announeed  the 
fact  to  the  Senate,  the  following  proceeding  took 
place,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bledsoe, 

The  Senate,  being  informed  of  the  death  of  their 
dktinguiahed  fellow-dtizen,  Elbmidgx  Gxmmr,  Yice 
President  of  the  United  States, 

Do  BeaokfCt  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  jointly 
with  such  oommittee  as  may  be  appMnted  on  the  part 
of  the  House  of  SeprssentatiTeB,  to  consider  and  re- 
port measures  jDBoet  proper  to  manifest  the  public  re- 
spect £»r  the  memory  of  the  deoeased,  and  expressive 
of  the  deep  regret  of  the  Congrsss  of  the  United 
States  Ibr  the  loss  of  a  citisen  so  highly  respected  and 
revered. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Qorb,  Yarnum,  Smith, 
Anderson,  and  Qaillard.  be  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blbdsob, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House 
of  Represenuiives  of  I  he  decease  of  the  Yice 
I  President  of  the  United  States,  and  communi- 
cate the  foregoing  resolution. 

A  mesaase  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in 
the  reootution  of  the  Senate  for  the  a|ypoiotment 
of  a  joint  committee,  to  consider  and  report  mea- 
sures proper  to  manifest  the  public  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  Yica  Prbsidbnt  of  the  United 
States,  deceased;  and  have  appointed  a  commit- 
tee on  their  part« 

The  Senate  then  acfjoumcd. 


respect  to  the  late  Blbriiwb  Gbrry,  Yice  Presi* 
dent  of  the  United  Sutes  and  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  Chair  of  the  President  of  the  Senate 
be  shrouded  with  black  during  the  present  aea- 
sion ;  and  as  a  further  testimony  ol  respect  for 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  the  members  of  the 
Senate  will 
crape  round 


ffo  into  inourninf,  and  wear  black 
the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 


Thursday,  November  24. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Oorb. 
Reeohed^  unanimously  ,Tnat  from  an  unfeigned 


FridaTi  November  2& 

The  resolution  brought  up  fVom  the  House  of 
Representatives  the  29d  instant,  for  appointing  a 
joint  committee,  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  resolution  for  furnishing  the  American 
Antiquarian  Socienr  with  a  copy  of  the  Journala 
of  Congress,  and  of^tbe  documents  published  un- 
der their  order,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  petty  officers  and  seamea 
under  the  command  of  Capuin  Joshua  Barney;" 
and  Mr.  Smith  was  requested  to  uke  the  Chair. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qaillard,  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  so  as  to  include  the  non«commi^ 
sioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  marine  corpa, 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  further  consider* 
atioD  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Mott« 
day  in  April  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others ;  and,  on  motion, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  laying  duties  on  notes  of 
banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies ;  oa  notes, 
bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks, 
bankers,  and  certain  companies;  and  on  bills  of 
exchange  of  certain  descriptions ;  and,  no  amend* 
ment  having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDING  OFFICER 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brent,  that  the  Senate 
now  proceed  to  the  election  of  President  pro 
tempore. 

Mr.  German  submitted  the  following  motion  :. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will  on  Monday  next, 
at  12  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a  President  j9ro 
tempore," 

This  question  was  negatived  by  the  following 
vole : 

For  the  motion — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  German, 
Goldsborongh,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambart,  Mason» 
and  Thompson — 10.  ^ 

i^otiw/ a— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb^  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Laeock, 
Morrow,  RoberU,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Turner,  Vsmum,  Walker,  and  Wharton— 20. 

Mr.  Brent's  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  a  choice  accordingly. 

On  the  first  ballot,  the  whole  number  of  votoa 
being  thirty,  there  were :  For  Mr.  Gaillard,  14 ; 
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Mr.  Kino,  10;  Mr.  Caacb,  3;  Mr.  AicDBaBoic, 
1 ;  Mr.  Smith,  1 ;  and  Mr.  Tait,  1. 

On  tba  second  ballot,  there  were:  For  Mr. 
Gaillabd,  16;  Mr.  Kino,  10;  Mr.  Cbacb,  5; 
and  Mr.  Andbbbon,  1. 

Mr.  Oaillabo  was  therefore  declared  duly 
elected  ;  and,  on  taking  the  Chair,  addressed  the 
Senate  nearly  as  follows: 

«  Honorable  Gentlemen  .*  While  I  lament  the  sad- 
den and  melancholy  event  which  hts  led  to  the  dis* 
tingoished  honor  conferred  on  me,  I  am  so  truly  sen- 
nble  of  my  own  incompetency  to  discharge  the  dsties 
of  the  station  to  which  I  am  called,  in  a  manner  suitaF 
Ue  to  their  importance,  and  oenespondent  to  the 
dignity  of  this  honorable  body,  that  I  approach  the 
exercise  oi  them  with  nnfeigned  diffidence  and  appre- 
hension. All  that  I  dare  hope  is,  that  my  efforts  will 
be  considered  as  the  result  of  well-meant  intentions : 
aU  that  I  dare  promise  u,  that  my  best  exertions  shall 
be  directed  to  a  fitithlul  and  impartial  execution  of  the 
trust  confided  to  me.  Relying,  then,  on  the  candor  and 
liberality  which  have  ever  characterixed  this  respectable 
Assembly,  I  will  proceed  to  the  perlbrmanee  of  the 
dtttlee  assigned  me.'' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb, 

Ordered^  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  acquaint  him  that 
the  Senate  have,  in  consequence  of  the  decease 
of  the  ViCB  President  of  the  United  States, 
elected  the  Honorable  John  Gaillabd  President 
of  the  Senate  pro  tempore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  make  a  similar 
communication  to  the  House  ol  Representatiyes. 


Saturday,  November  26. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  VARNtrH,  to  amend  the 
Journal  of  yesterday*  by  striking  out  the  follow- 
ing words : 

<*  On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson, 

**  Having  been  required  by  a  mijori^,"  and  insert- 
lng»  in  lieu  thereof  ^  being  desired  by  one-fifth,"  so  to 
read,  *'  the  yeas  and  nays  being  desirad  by  one-fifth  of 
the  Senators  present." 

It  was  determined  in  the  aflSrmaiive— .yeas  18 
nays  7. 

On  motion.by  Mr.  German,  the  yeas  and  nays 
having  been  desired  by  one-fifth  of  the  Senators 
present,  those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  are — 

Messrs.  Bibb,  Daggett,  Dana,  Gaillard,  German, 
Goldsborough,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Morrow,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner,  Y ar- 
num,  and  Walker. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  are — 
Messrs.  Anderson,  Chace,  Condit,  Fromentin,  La- 
cook,  Roberts,  and  Robinson. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bilL  entitled 
<lAn  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State,  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  present  war,  to  make 
an  additional  allowance  to  the  owners  and  mas- 
ters of  vessels  for  bringing  back  to  the  United 
States  destitute  and  distressed  American  seamen ;" 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  lime,  by  unan- 
imoos  consent,  and  passed. 


Mr.  Hunter  called  op  the  pelicioB  of  Hearr 
Nimmo,  of  Warren,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  IsIbkI 
presented  on  the  3d  of  March,  1814,  pntying  ma 
remission  of  certain  duties  on  one  bondred  baia 
of  cotton,  the  growth  and  produce  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  as  therein  stated ;  and,  on  his  motioB,!; 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  ai^ 
report  thereon,  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  mod  Messrs. 
Hunter,  Roberts^  and  Bibb,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Fbohbntim.  from  the  committee  to  wfaoe 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  \k 
relief  of  John  Cistille,  of  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans," reported  it  without  amendmeot ;  and.  ec 
his  motion,  the  bill  was  considered  as  ia  Comout- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  laying  dutie 
on  notes  of  fcanks,  bankers,  and  certain  conpi- 
nies;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  obligations,  diacoooied 
by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies;  tad 
on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descriptions,  m 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  exte&d 
the  time  of  Oliver  Evans's  patent  for  his  improve- 
ment on  steam  engines ;  and,  aAer  debate,  tlie 
Senate  adjourned. 


Moif DAT,  November  28. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tlie 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz, and  others;  and, no  ameod- 
ment  haying  been  proposed,  on  the  qaestioo. 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  ?  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  farther  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representt- 
ti  ves,  appointing  a  committee  on  their  part  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  oa  the  pan 
of  the  Senate,  to  inquire  and  report  whether  Con- 
gress may  not  be  more  conveniently  accommo- 
dated, either  by  an  alteration  of  the  present 
Chambers,  or  by  procuring  other  rooms  within  a 
convenient  distance  of  the  public  offices,  was 
read  the  second  time,  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  .engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  lay- 
ing duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and  ceruin 
companies ;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  obligations,  dis- 
counted by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  compa- 
nies ;  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  descrip- 
tions, having  been  reported  correct,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  20,  nays  7, 
as  follows: 

Ybab— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown. 
Chase,  Condit,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Lacock, 
Morrow,  RoberU,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turn- 
er, Vamum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

NATs^Messrs.  Daggett,  Goldsborough,  Horsey,  Hun- 
ter, Lambert,  Mason,  and  Thompson. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  "An  act  snpplemeatarj  to 
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an  act  lading  doties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers, 
an<]  certain  companies ;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  ob- 
li^tioos,  diseoanted  by  banks,  bankers,  and  cer- 
tain companies,  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  cer- 
tain descriptions. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
CastillC;  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed.' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
'Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  extend  the 
time  of  OliFer  Evans's  patent  for  bis  improvement 
on  steam  engines;  and  sundry  amendments  ha?- 
ing  been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  it  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  qoestioD,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  21,  nays  8,  as 
follows : 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Chaoe, 
Condit,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  Lambert,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith, 
Tait,  Turner,  Yarnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

NATS^Measrs.  Bibb,  Brent,  Daggett,  Goldsborongh, 
Lacocky  Mason,  Taylcv,  and  Thompson. 

Mr.  GoLDSBOROUGH,  from  the  joint  Library 
Committee  of  Congress,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase 
of  the  library  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  late  President 
of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  were  referred  two  resolutions  of 
the  7th  instant.'* instructing  ihemtoinqairewhat 
provision  should  be  made  lor  the  appointment  of 
officers  above  the  grade  of  Captain  in  the  Nary 
of  the  United  States,"  and  also,  ''to  inquire  what 
provision  should  be  made  for  conferring  naval 
rank  by  brevet,  in  consideration  of  meritorious 
service,"  made  a  report  as  follows : 

That  your  committee  assume  it  as  a  policy  now  set- 
tled, that  the  United  States  are  to  have  a  permanent 
Naval  Establishment,  winch  ii  to  be  gradually  in- 
creased, according  to  drcomstances,  and  as  the  ability 
of  the  Government  may  permit.  Your  committee  deem 
it  unnecessary  to  go  into  a  course  of  reasoning  to  sup- 
port the  soundness  of  this  policy,  and  to  establish  (what 
is  now  generaUy  conceded)  that  a  navy  is  the  most 
appropriate,  the  most  efficient,  and  the  least  expensive 
defence  of  this  country. 

The  commercial  and  maritime  habits  of  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  United  States  press  them  to 
the  ocean ;  hence  have  arisen  competition  and  rival- 
ship  with  other  nations,  pursuing  the  same  course  of 
industry.  The  history  of  all  nations  teaches  us  that 
the  persons  and  the  property  of  our  dtisens  on  the  high 
seas,  unprotected,  most  be  (as  indeed  they  have  been) 
the  subjects  of  frequent  violence  and  injustice.  The 
true  remedy  against  these  maritime  wrongs  is  maritime 
force.  A  navy,  growing  up  with  the  growth  of  the 
nation,  cannot  faH,  before  the  lapM  of  many  years,  to 
procure  respect  from  abioad,  and  safety  at  home. 

Congress,  apparently  influenced  by  these  considera- 
tions, at  an  early  period  after  the  establishment  of  the 
General  Government,  created  a  Naval  Department, 
t&d  have  authorized,  from  time  to  tune,  the  building  of 


of  vrar,  until  the  Navy  has  beeome  respectable, 
both  from  the  number  and  rates  of  its  vessels,  and,  still 
more  so,  from  the  gallantry  and  splendor  of  its  achieve- 
ments. By  the  laws  now  in  force,  the  Navy  will  con- 
sist of  four  seventy-fours,  three  thirty-sizes,  eight  sloops 
of  war,  besides  a  great  number  of  brigs  and  schooners, 
carrying,  on  the  whole,  not  less  than  thirteen  hundiml 
guns.  Of  these,  there  remain  to  be  pot  on  the  stocks 
one  of  the  seventy-flMin  and  four  of  the  fbrty-fburs. 
This  force  is  ezdosive  of  the  ganboats,  the  flotillas, 
and  lake  squadrons ;  the  latter  of  whidi  consist  of  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  ahipo,  some  of  which  are  large. 
The  national  vessels  on  the  Lakes  do  not  cany  less 
than  five  hundred  guns. 

Your  committee  are  not  aware,  nor  do  they  believe^ 
that  any  nation  possessing  a  naval  force,  sndi  as  the 
above,  is  without  s  grade  of  officers  above  that  of  cap- 
tain. The  nation  with  whom  the  United  States  are 
now  at  war,  is  said  to  have  about  a  thousand  public 
ships ;  to  command  which,  #he  has  not  less  than  two 
hundred  admirals  of  ten  difierent  grades,  ascending 
from  rear  admiral  of  the  blue  to  the  admiral  of  the  fleet. 
At  present,  the  Nsvy  of  the  United  States  is  com- 
manded by  commissioned  offioers  of  three  grades  only, 
lieutenants,  master  commandants,  and  post  captains. 

The  committee  would  feel  that  Uiey  had  not  done 
justice  to  the  subject  committed  to  them,  if  they  fiuled 
to  contrast  the  situation  of  the  Army  with  that  of  the 
Navy,  as  it  respects  the  scope  of  promotion  in  each. 
The  Army  presents,  for  the  encouragement  of  an  hon- 
orable ambition,  the  high  station  of  major  general 
through  ten  diflerent  grades.  It  has  also  advantages 
in  the  variety  of  its  corps  unknown  to  the  Navy.  The 
youth  of  our  country,  ambitious  of  military  £ime,  may, 
according  to  their  taste,  enter  the  Army  as  officers  of 
cavalry,  of  artillery,  of  infantry,  or  of  the  rifle  corps. 
Not  so  with  the  naval  officer.  All  that  he  can  expect, 
is»  to  be  transferred  from  a  subordinate  station  to  the 
command  of  a  ship  of  war.  The  rapid  promotions  of 
late  in  the  Army  cannot  but  strongly  impress  the  naval 
officer  vrith  a  deep  sense  of  his  own  confined  situation, 
and  of  the  cheerless  prospect  before  him.  Does  not 
justice,  then,  dictate  that  the  range  for  promotion 
should  be  enlarged  in  onr  Naval  Establishment  1 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  discreet  policy 
and  a  prudent  foresight,  not  less  than  a  just  regard  to 
the  strong  claims  of  the  Nsvy,  call  for  an  enlargement 
of  the  sphere  of  promotion.  It  cannot  be  long  before 
the  Navy  will  be  called  on  to  sail  in  squadron.  The 
highest  attainments  in  naval  tactics  should  be  encour- 
aged. If  ;^ou  expect  men  to  labor  for  the  highest  qual- 
ifications in  t&eir  profigssions,  it  is  necessary  to  open 
to  them  the  way  to  the  station  requiring  them.  The 
sorest  mean  by  which  you  will  probably  induce  the 
officers  to  qualify  themselves  for  an  admiral's  command, 
is,  to  create  that  grade  in  the  Navy ;  thereby  requiring, 
in  the  same  act,  groat  professionaJ  attainments,  and 
oflfering  a  reward  for  them. 

Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that,  whe- 
ther they  view  this  subject  in  reference  to  the  practice 
of  older  and  more  experienced  nations,  or  in  regard  to 
the  just  claims  and  the  long  and  meritorious  services 
of  the  naval  officers,  or  with  a  view  to  a  just,  prudent, 
and  liberal  policy,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  a 
grede  or  grades  superior  to  thst  of  captain  should  now 
be  created  in  the  Naval  Establishment. 

As  to  the  second  resolution,  relative  to  conferring 
naval  rank  by  brevet,  it  does  occur  to  your  committee 
as  necessary ;  it  having  bean  the  practice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  confer  actual  rank  ^thout  regara  to  eentor- 
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ity,  in  nwwd  of  brilliaiil  adiMivaaieali  or  HMrilarkHi^ 
■emoe. 

Th»  committee  veepeetfiilly  eabmit  the  feUowisg 
reiolotioBe: 

Se$olved,  That  it  ie  expedieBt  to  aothoriie  by  law 
the  appointment  of  oflieen  above  tlie  grade  of  captain 
in  tbe  Ntrj  of  the  United  Statae. 

Retohid,  That  it  ia  inexpedient,  aft  thia  time,  to  make 
any  pioviiian  ft>r  conlcfrinf  naval  rank  by  brevet. 


Natt  DBPAmTMBVT,  Abo.  16, 1814. 

8im:  In  answer  to  the  inqoiiy  contained  in  yoar 
letter  of  the  8tb  instant,  foanded  upon  two  resolationB 
of  the  Senate,  passed  on  the  7th  instant,  instmcting 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  to  inquire  **  what  pro- 
vision should  be  made  for  the  appointment  of  officers 
above  the  grade  of  captain  in  the  Pfavy  of  the  United 
Stales,"  and  **  what  provision  should  be  made  for  con- 
ferring naval  rank  by  brevet,  in  consideration  of  merit- 
orioas  service,"  I  have  the  honor  to  reoresent,  that  the 
high  character  which  the  American  Natr  has  justly 
acquired;  the  general  sentiment  which  indicates  its 
rapid  increase  and  permanency ;  and  the  long,  ftith- 
ful,  and  honorable  service  which  its  senior  officers  have 
rendered  their  country;  appear  to  me  to  justify  and 
call  hr  the  appointment  of  officers  of  a  higher  grade 
than  that  of  captam. 

Love  of  country,  and  the  laudable  desire  of  honora- 
ble fame,  are  strong  excitements  to  noble  action ;  but 
the  prospect  of  progressive  promotion  to  the  highest 
dirtinetton  which  talents,  zeal,  and  valor,  may  justly 
aspire  to,  is  not  perhaps  less  active  and  stimulating. 

Captains  of  long  and  honorable  standing  in  the 
Navy  cannot  but  contrast  the  cheerless  prospect  of 
promotion  in  the  naval  service,  with  the  rapid  and  high 
durttnction  to  which  their  mlHtaiy  brethren,  with  equal, 
but  not  higher  pretensions,  have  attained. 

The  naval  force,  in  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  is 
probably  two-fifth  parts  of  the  whole  military  force  of 
the  United  States,  actually  employed,  in  which  there 
are,  I  think,  eight  major  generals  and  sixteen  briga- 
diers, exclusive  of  those  of  the  stafl^  who  enjoy  the  rank, 
pay,  and  emoluments,  of  brigadiers. 

The  efiect  of  a  limited  grade,  without  hope  of  pro- 
motion, is  to  contract  the  range  of  study  and  profes- 
sional attainment  within  the  sphere  of  the  command 
thus  limited.  Hold  out  but  the  prospect  of  elevated 
rank  and  command,  and  every  officer  of  talents  and 
worth  will  aspire  to  the  highest  qualifications. 

Foreign  example  is  to  be  received  with  caution ;  yet, 
the  practice  of  nations  of  great  maritime  experience 
may  throw  some  light  upon  the  subject.  A  compari- 
son of  the  force  of  the  British  navy,  with  the  number 
of  admirals  in  that  service,  will  exhibit  the  following 
result,  viz :  of  ships  of  seventy-four  guns  and  upwards, 
there 


Building*  about 24 

In  ordinary,  about  •  -  -  -  64 
Cuards,  hospital,  prison,  store  ships,  dtc.  33 
In  commission,  about  •       -        •        -99 


We  often  see  en  our  own  coast  adinirala  irifth  cam- 
mands  inforior  to  those  which  the  Aasoricaa  Navy  may 
even  now  afford. 

The  new  grade  to  be  established,  and  numbar  of  p>o- 
motions,  should  be  consistent  with  the  scale  and  ^lar- 
acter  of  the  Naval  Establishment,  which  may  not,  for 
some  years,  require  the  distinction  of  flags  aa  in  the 
British  navy,  viz :  red,  white,  and  blue,  at  the  main, 
fore,  or  misen  of  each ;  making  nine  grades  of  admi- 
rals, rising  in  the  order  of  the  fbigs,from  bine  40  red. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion,  that  it  is  now  expedient 
to  fvtaWf***  the  grade  of  rear  admiral,  without  any  ^ 
tinetion  of  fUga,  leaving  the  promotioiis  to  viea  admi- 
ral and  adminl  for  future  services,  and  an  enlarged 
eatabliahment. 

I  am  alao  of  minion,  that  the  aaiM  princmla  which 
induced  the  estahHshmaot  of  bravet  raitt  in  ue  Army, 
for  gallant  actJMts,  meriteiioua  condnet,  or  long  seiw 
vice,  is  equally  af^ilicable  to  the  Navy,  and  cannoi  foil 
to  excite  to  those  actions  which  it  is  intended  to  reward; 
but  no  officer  so  brevetted  should  be  entitled  to  sny 
additional  pay  or  emolttmanta,  except  when  command- 
ing on  separate  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veqr  rstpectfuQjf  air,  yoar 
obedient  servant*  W.  JONB& 

Hon.  C.  Tait,  Ch*n  Nnal  Committee^  Senoie. 

The  report,  together  with  the  resolutions,  were 
read,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  tbe  Senate. 


Total 


210 


The  list  of  admirals  contains  two  hundred  and  nine, 
exduave  of  twenty-seven  superannuated  rear  admi- 
rals, upon  half-pay;  thus  exhibiting  more  than  two 
admirals  for  every  ship  of  seventy-four  guns  and  up- 
wards, in  ooaimissiMi. 


Tuesday,  Norenber  29. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Koriz, 
and  othera ;  and  the  following  amendment  was 
proposed,  by  Mr.  Blbdboe: 

Strike  out,  fkom  the  word  *  oV  in  the  aeventh  line, 
to  the  end  of  the  bOI,  and  insert,  "  as  a  full  compen- 
sation for  the  freight  of  the  ship  Allegany  from  Al- 
giers to  Gibraltar." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  farther  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Friday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaeatutives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Oovernment, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laving  du- 
ties on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States, 
and  by  amending  the.act  laying  duties  on  licenses 
to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors;"  in  which  bill 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Tbe  resolution  from  the  Houae  of  Representa- 
tives appointing  a  committee  on  their  part,  to  join 
such  committee  aa  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  to  inquire  and  report  whether 
Congress  may  not  be  more  conveniently  aecommo* 
dated,  either  by  an  alteration  of  the  present  Cham- 
bers, or  by  procuring  other  rooms  within  a  con- 
venient distance  of  the  public  ofllces,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  resolution  pass?  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11,  nays 
19,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  BrowBi  Daiia»  Fromentin,  Gaillaid, 
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G}«rm«D9  Goldibonmfk^  Gove,  Hoiwy,  Banter,  Lud- 
bert,  and  Hmod. 

^ATs— Mmub.  Andenon,  Bibb,  BUdooe,  Brent, 
Chace»  Condit,  Daggett,  Laoock,  Horrow,  Roberte, 
Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompeon,  Tamer, 
Vamum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 


Wednesday,  Noyember  30. 

Mr.  Frombntir.  from  the  committee,  reported 
ihe  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  OH?er  ETans'a  pat- 
ent for  hie  improrement  on  ateam  engines  eor- 
xeellj  engrosaed ;  and  en  motion,  by  Mr.  Bbown, 
the  further  eonsideialton  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^Aa  act  to  proride  additional 
re  Ten  ties  for  defraying  the  expenaes  of  Govern- 
ment,  and  maintaining  the  poblic  credit,  by  la3r- 
ins  da  ties  on  spirits  distilled  within  tne  Uni- 
ted States,  and  by  amending  the  act  laying  duties 
on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spiritaoos  liqoors,"  was 
read  the  second  time. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Daoobtt,  fo  refer 
the  said  bill  to  a  select  committee ;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Blbdsob,  the  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Andebson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  eoosideiation : 

JResolvedt  That  the  committee  to  whom  wss  referred 
so  maeh  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  ss  relates  to  naTal  afiairs,  be  instnicted  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  making  proTision  by  law 
that  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  ▼easels  anthorixed  to 
be  bniit  or  purchased,  by  an  act  passed  the  fifteenth 
day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen,  may  be  entitled  to  reoeiTe  the  whole  of  the 
prize  money  whidi  may  arise  from  the  ssls  of  such 
▼essel  or  vessels  and  their  caigoea  as  they  may  cap- 
ture, and  which  may  be  condeauied  as  good  prise  ac- 
cording to  law ;  and  that  the  comoiittee  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  ox  otherwise. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tions reported,  on  the  28th  instant,  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs ;  and,  having  agreed  to 
the  first  resolution,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  second  resolution  was 
postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in  January  next. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Dana,  the  first  resolution 
was  referred  to  tne  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  thereof. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  in 
addition  to  an  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  more  effec- 
tually to  provide  for  the  national  defence  by  es- 
tablishing an  uniform  militia  throughout  the 
United  States ;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Ander- 
son, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  the  library 
of  Thomas  Jefferson^  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Hunter,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 


TBUftODAY,  December  1. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  to  refer 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members, 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern* 
ment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  bv  lay- 
ing duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United 
States,  and  by  amending  the  act  laying  duties  on 
licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  and  agreed  thereto ;  and 
Messrs.  Taylor,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Chacb,  and 
Dagqett,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  addition 
to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  more  effectually  to  pro- 
vide for  the  national  defence  by  establishing  an 
uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  States;" 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Turner,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  UNrrEo  States  : 

To  ihe  SenaU  and  Moum  of 

IUpre»eniative8  of  the  VnUtd  Staiea  .• 
I  transmit,  for  theiafi>nBatinnof  Coogieas,  te  eem- 
monieations  last  received  from  the  Bfinisteta  Extnw 
dinaiy  and  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Statea  aft 
Ghent,  explaining  the  course  and  actual  state  of  their 
negotiations  with  the  Plenh>otentiaries  of  Great  Britain. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
BxciXBsm  1, 1814. 

The  Message  and  commoaieatioas  therein  re- 
ferred  to  were  read,  and  five  hundred  copies 
thereof  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 


Friday,  December  2. 

The  Presidekt  communicated  a  repert  of  the 
Secretarjr  for  the  Denartment  of  ths  Navy,  on 
the  petition  of  Edward  Bland  and  others,  referred 
to  him  the  17th  of  October;  and  the  report  was 
read ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  report, 
tosather  with  the  accompanying  documents,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  30th  ultimo,  by  Mr.  Andbrbon, 
for  instructing  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  pro- 
vision by  law,  in  relation  to  officers  and  crews  of 
certain  vessels ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumcid,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  purchase  of  the  library  of  Thomas  Jefferson, 
late  President  of  the  United  States;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government 
and  mainUining  the  public  credit  by  duties  on 
carriages,  and  the  harness  uae^  thcreioT  i  nUo,  a 
bill,  eniiUed  "An  act  to  provide  addiuonal  t«v- 
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enues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  GoTernmeot 
and  maiDtaining  the  public  credit  bjr  duties  on 
sales  at  auction,  on  the  postage  of  letters,  and  on 
licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquori,  and 
foreign  jmerchandise ;"  in  which  bills  they  re- 
quest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  Oliver 
Evans's  patent  for  his  improvement  on  steam  en- 
gines was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  in  ad- 
dition to  an  act,  entitled  **An  act  more  effectually 
to  provide  for  the  national  defence  by  establish- 
ing an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United 
States." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horbbt,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next,  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  16,  nays  12,  as  follows: 

YxAS — ^Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Ftomentin,  Gold^ 
borough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Ma^ 
•on,  Smith,  Tsit,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner,  and 
Walker. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chace, 
Condit,  Gaillaid,  Gennan,  Lacock,  Moirow,  Roberts, 
Vamum,  and  Wharton. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  31st  of  October,  the  petition  of 
David  M.  Clarkson  and  others,  citizens  of  New 
York,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Bank,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others ;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Smith,  the  consideration  thereof  was  fur- 
ther postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Tuesday  next. 

Saturday,  December  3. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment and  maintaining  the  public  credit  by  duties 
on  sales  at  auction,  on  the  postage  of  letters,  and 
on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and 
foreign  merchandise,"  was  read  the  second  time; 
and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, the  1st  instant,  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Qovernmeut  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit  by  laving  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  by  amending  the 
act  laving  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirit- 
uous liquors,"  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Qovern- 
ment  and  maintaining  the  public  credit  by  duties 
on  carriages,  and  thenaroess  used  therefor,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

On  motion^  by  Mr.  Bibb,  a  committee  was  ap- 


pointed to  inqoiie  into  the  expediency  of  mp\ 
priatinff  the  lands  reserved  for  the  ase  of  seh( 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  with  leave  to  rei 
by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Bibb,  Morr< 
and  Wbabtoii,  were  appointed  the  comooitte 
The  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  the  libi 
of  Thomas  Jefferson,  late  President  of  the  UnLi 
States,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


Mojibat,  December  5. 

Mr.  Daoobtt  nresented  the  petition  of  John  t 
Harlbnrt,  late  ot  Chatham,  in  the  district  of  Cd 
necticot,  now  a  prisoner  confined  in  jail  at  Han 
ford,  in  said  district,  for  an  alleged  Tiolation  I 
the  embargo  law,  as  stated  in  the  petition,  ad 
praying  reiief,for  reasons  therein  stated ;  and  tl^ 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  eod 
mittee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  d 
otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Daoobtt,  Tbompsok 
and  Cbacb,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  from  the  committee  to  whoa 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  providi 
additional  revenues  for  defVayinc  the  expenses  o( 
Qoveroment  and  maintaining  the  public  credit 
by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  and  by  amending  the  act  layiat 
duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spiritnoos  liqaors,*^ 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Taylob.  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Qovernment  and  maintaining  the  public  credit  bf 
duties  on  carriages,  and  the  harness  osed  there- 
for," without  a  mend  menu 

Mr.  KiMO  presented  a  memorial  of  a  commit- 
tee appointea  by  five  of  the  banks  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  to  take  into  consideration  all  matters 
relating  to  the  state  of  credit  in  that  city ;  remon- 
strating against  the  proposed  incorporation  of  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
iVmerica ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America  was  read 
the  second  time  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  Mabon,  to  strike  out,  sec- 
tion 1,  line  4,  ^  nfty,"  and  insert  "  twenty,"  in  lieu 
thereof,"  reducing  the  proposed  amount  of  the 
capital  stock  from  fifty  to  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars— rafter  debate^  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government  and  maintaining  the  public  credit  by 
laying  duties  on  spirits  distaled  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  by  amending  the  act  laying  duties 
on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  hy 
the  select  committee;  and  the  amendment,  in 
part,  with  further  amendments,  were  agreed  to ; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  to  strike  out  the 
25th  section  of  the  bill,  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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Tuesday,  Deeember  6. 

M.r,  Daooett,  from  the  commtttee  to  whom 
the  sabjeec  was  referred,  reported  t  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Joho  C.  Hariburt,  of  Chatham,  io  the 
State  of  Connecticut ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
l>assed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, re|)orted  a  bill  authorizing  the  apoointment 
of  certain  naral  officers  therein  named;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  HoRSET  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Heioived,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
statement  eontsining  the  specification  of  the  Tarious 
post  offices  in  the  tStaies,  Tespectively ;  tiie  annual 
emotumeats  of  the  postmasters,  and  the  amount  of  ex- 
peadituies  inddeat  to  their  respectiTe  offices ;  as,  alao, 
the  annual  amount  of  the  gross  and  net  Tereaua  de- 
rived theiefiom  between  the  80th  daj  of  September, 

A.  B.  1810,  and  the  1st  daj  of  October,  A.  D.  1814. 

« 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
-within  the  United  States,  and  by  amending  the 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirit- 
uous liquors ;"  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to 
Mr.  Gbrmar's  motion,  to  strike  out  section  25,  as 
follows: 

<<  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  in  future  it  shaU 
be  lawful  for  the  distiller  or  distillen  of  domestic  spirits, 
and  all  persons  from  whose  materials  such  spirits  shall 
be  distilled,  to  sell  without  license  any  quantity  there- 
of, not  less  than  one  gallon :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  15, 
nays  13,  as  follows : 

YxAS — ^Maasra.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Ftromeatin, 
German,  Goldsborongh.  Ooie,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  Thompson,  and  Yamunu 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chaoe,  Condit,Gaii- 
iard,  Laoock,  Monow,  Roberts,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Walker,  and  Wharton. 

And  the  Prbbidemt  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bleoboe,  to  strike  out,  from 
the  1st  section,  the  word  '*  twenty,''  where  it  oc- 
curs, and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  *^  fifteen,"  reduc- 
ing the  rate  of  duties ;  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative-*yeas  10,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

YsAS-^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chaoe, 
Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Turner,  Walker,  and  Whar- 
ton. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Brown,  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana, 
Fiomentin,  Oaillard,  German,  Goklaboroagh,  €h>re. 
Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Siaith,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  and  Vamum. 

On  the  question,  ShaU  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  27,  nays  1,  as  follows : 

TiAS — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chaee, 
Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Oaillard,  German,  Golds- 
borough,  Gore,  HoFMy,  Hunter,  King,  Laeock,  Lam- 


bert, Mason,  Monow,  Roberta,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Thompeon,  Turner,  Vamum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 
Nat— Mr.  Bledsoe. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  orieioated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  making  further  provision  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incor- 

g orate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Itates  of  America* 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  motion  made 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Mabon,  to  strike  out  of  section 
one,  line  four,  the  word  **  fiAy,"  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof,  ''twenty,"  reducing  the  proposed  amount 
of  the  capital  stock  from  fifty  to  twenty  millions 
of  dollars — on  motion,  by  Mr.  HoRSfiY,  it  was 
agreed  to  take  the  question  by  yens  and  nays; 
and,  after  debate,  the  further  consideration  there- 
of ivas  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Represenutives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  making  further  provision 
for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States;"  and,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Weonesoat,  December  7. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  C.  Hnrlburt,  of 
Chatham,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole ;  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

'  The  bill  anthorisiog  the  appointment  of  certain 
naval  officers  therein  mentioned  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Horsey,  request- 
ing a  specification  of  the  various  post  offices,  dte., 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  foe  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  making  further  provis- 
ion for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;"  and  concurred  therein. 

A  measaffe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  directing  the  staff  officers 
of  the  Army  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of 
naval  and  marine  officers,  in  certain  cases  $"  a  bill 
entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  for  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  militia  and  volunteer  soldiers  who 
shall  die  or  be  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the 
services  of  volunteers  who  may  associate  and 
organize  themselves  and  offer  their  services,  to 
the  Qovemment  of  the  United  States,"  in  whicft 
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bills  they  request  the  eoncutreoee  of  the  Sen* 
att. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  to  Goramiuee  of  the 
Whole,  the  oonsideratiou  of  the  bill  to  iueorpo- 
rate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Oo  the  question  to  asree  to  the  motion  made 
on  the  5th  instant,  by  Bdr.  Mabon,  to  utrike  out  of 
section  one,  line  four,  the  word  '^ fifty,"  and  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof,  "twenty,"  reducing  the  pro- 
posed amount  of  the  capital  stock  from  fifty  to 
twenty  millions  of  dollars;  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative-^yeas  13,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

TsAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  FronMntin» 
German,  €toid8boroiigh»  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Lambert,  Mason*  and  Thompson. 

Nat»— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brant, 
Chace,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Laeeck,  Morrow,  Boberts, 
Bobinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer,  Vammn, 
Walker,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  strike  out  of  sec- 
tion one,  line  six,  the  word  **  forty,''  and  insert  in 
lieu  thereof,  ''thirty"— Mr.  Dana  called  for  a 
diTision  of  the  question,  and  it  was  taken  on 
etrikinjf  out,  and  determined  in  the  uegatiTe— 
yeas  13,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
German,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hanter,  Bang, 
Lambert,  Mason,  and  Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderaen,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Chaoe,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Laoock,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Bobinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamnm, 
Walker,  and  Wharton. 

After  further  progress,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thurbday,  December  8. 

The  three  bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  con- 
currence were  read,  ana  passed. 
Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  the day  of 

1  proceed  to  the  choice  of  an  Assistant  Door- 
keeper. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral  Af- 
fairs, to  Whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  second  instant,  made  report,  to- 
gether with  the  following  resolution : 

'*  Jteeoked,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
alter  the  laws  reelecting  the  JNavy  pension  fund." 

And  the  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  additional  appro- 
priations for  the  serrice  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eiffht  hundred  and  fourteen ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  supplemental  to  the  acts  authorizing  a 
loan  for  the  several  sums  of  twenty-five  millions 
of  dollars,  and  three  millions  of  dollars :"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  making  additional 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,"  was  read 
the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 


ferred to  the  cominiuee  to  wkom  was  referrc 
the  first  inataat,  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  to  pr 
vide  additional  revenues  for  defray iog  the  e 
penses  of  Government  and  maintaioiag  the  pa 
tic  credit  by  layiaf  duties  on  spirits  distills 
within  the  United  States,  and  by  amending'  tj 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  sptri 
uotts  liquors,"  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  supplemental  to  tl 
acta  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  aeveial  aiuns  i 
twentv-five  millions  of  doilarsy  and  three  miUioi 
of  dollars,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  nnan 
mons  consent,  and  referred  to  the  committee  lai 
mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  direcUng  the  stai 
officers  of  the  Armv  to  comply  with  the  reqo^ 
tioas  of  naval  and  marine  officers  in  eertaii 
cases,"  was  read  the  aeeond  time  by  luiaaimoc 
eanaaat,  and  referred  to  the  Comauttee  on  Miii 
tary  Affiura,  lo  conaidcr  and  eeport  thcreoe. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  aathorize  thi 
President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  ser 
vices  of  volunteers  who  may  associate  and  organ 
ize  themselves,  and  offer  their  services  to  thi 
Government  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  tin 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  conside 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  wid 
ows  and  orphans  of  militia  and  volunteer  sol 
diers  who  shall  die  or  be  killed  in  the  service  oi 
the  United  Stales,"  was  read  the  second  time  b} 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit^ 
tee  on  the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  to  con- 
sider  and  report  thereon. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defrayiog  the 
expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  the  United  States,  and  by  anModiog  the 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirit- 
uous liquors,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylob,  the  title  was 
amended,  by  inserting  after  ^States"  the  words, 
*'and  Territories  thereof." 

Ruolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  G.  Hnrlburt,  of 
Chatham,  in  the  State  of  Connectieat,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biU  to  incorpo- 
rate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  America* 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  to  strike  out  of  sec- 
tion two,  line  eleven,  after  the  word  ^^  Slates,"  the 
following  words:  *^or  in  the  public  debt  of  the 
United  States,  contracted  by  virtue  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  a  loan  for 
a.  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  miUions  of  dolhirs," 


126 


HISrOBT  OF  CONaUSB. 


126 


Dbcemebr,  1814. 


SUCATB. 


paased  the  fourteeoih  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  huodred  aod  twelve,  or  contracted,  or  to  be 
contracted,  by  virtae  of  any  subsequent  act  and 
acts  of  Congress  heretofore  passed  authorizing  a 
loao  or  loans,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  **or  io 
any  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  bearing  at 
the  lime  of  payment  an  interest  of  six  per  cent, 
annually;"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  11,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

TxAs^-Meanv.  Daggett,  Fromentin,  German,  Golds- 
boTOogb,  Gore,  Hoisoy,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son* and  Thompson. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  AndeiaOD,  Bibb,  Bledaoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Oaillard,  Laeoek,  Morrow, 
Roborta,  Rofatnaon,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer,  Yar- 
nnm.  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Frombntin,  to  strike  out 
of  section  two,  line  twenty-seven,  after  the  word 
"  paid,"  the  word  *nwenty,"  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof,  *^•vixty;''  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive—yeas 10^  nays  19,  as  follow* : 

TxAS — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Fromentln,  Golds- 
boroogh,  Gore,  Horaay,  Honter,  King,  Lambert,  and 
Mason. 

Nays — ^Meears.  Aaderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Ghaca^  Coadht,  Oaillard,  German,  Lacodi,  Moirow, 
Robetta,  Ralnnaon.  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,'Tanier,  Var^ 
num.  Walker,  and  Whartoa. 

On  motion,  bv  Mr.  KtNO,  lo  add  a  new  section 
to  the  bill,  as  follows: 

'*  Sac.  16.  And  be  it  further  enaet^dt  That  if  the 
said  corporation  shall  do,  or  caof  e,  or  permit  to  be 
done  or  transacted,  on  ita  behalf  or  for  ita  use,  any 
matter  or  thing  injnrwoa  to  the  public  wel&re,  and 
not  authorixed  by  this  act,  or  shall  neglect  to  do  any 
matter  or  thing  which  it  ahall  be  the  duty  of  aaid  cer- 
poration  to  do,  it  shall,  in  each  an^  eveiy  auch  caae, 
be  competent  and  lawful  for  Congreaa  to  repeal  so 
much  of  this  act  as  allowa  the  notes  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration to  be  received  in  payment  to  the  United  Statea :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13, 
nays  18,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Froaientin, 
German,  Goldaberough,  Gore,  Honey,  Hunter,  King, 
Lambert,  Maaon*  and  Thompaon. 

Nats — Meaars.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledaoe,  Brent, 
Chace,  Condit,  GaUIard,  Lscock,  Morrow,  Roberta, 
Robinaon,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varaum, 
Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  to  add  a  new  sec- 
tion, as  follows : 

^'And  be  it  further  enaetedt  That  Congreaa  may 
repeal  ao  much  of  this  act  aa  relataa  to  the  payment  of 
the  public  revenaa  in  the  billa  of  the  aud  bank  :*' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  10. 
nays  21,  as  follows: 

YiAs-  ■Meaars.  Dana,  FiameDtin,  German,  Golda- 
borough.  Gore,  Horsey,  King,  Lambeit,  Masons  and 
Thompaon. 

NAva — Meaars.  AnderMn,  Bibb,  Bledaoe,  Brent, 
Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  Honter,  La- 
cock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinaon,  Smith,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Turner,  Varnnm,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

And  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  amended* 


On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  an  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative— yeas  18.  naya  13,  as 
follows : 

YsAS — Messra.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledaoe,  Brent, 
Chace,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberta, 
Robinaon,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamnm, 
Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Browo,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
German,  Goldabtnough,  Gore,  Horaey,  Hunter,  King, 
Lambert,  Maaon,  and  Thompaon. 


Friday,  December  9. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  the 
8th  instant.    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to 
alter  the  laws  respecting  the  Navy  pensioi  fund. 

The  Senate  re;»umed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday  for  the  choice  of  an  aaaia- 
tant  doorkeeper ;  and  the  further  consideratioa 
thereof  was  further  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others ; 
and  the  consideratioa  thereof  was  further  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill, entitled  *^An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenue  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Gtovernment,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  duties  on  carriages,  and  the  har- 
ness used  therefor;"  and  the  bill  having  beea 
amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  7 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  certain  naval  officers  therein 
named;  and  the  further  coiuideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for,  Monday  next.  « 

Mr.  Tat  LOB.  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen."  re- 
ported it  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ;  and 
passed  to  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  directing  the 
staff  officers  of  the  Army  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quisitions of  naval  and  marine  onicers  io  certain 
cases,"  reported  it  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  aod  passed  to  the  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America,  was  read 
a  third  time ;  and  the  blanks  having  been  filled, 
on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  H,  as 
follows: 

Ybas— Mesara.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brent, 
Chace,  Condit,  Laeoek,  Monow 'RoberU.  Robineoiw 
Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner.  Vamom,  Walkar,  and 
Wharton. 
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Nat8 — Meurs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Danii,  Fromentin, 
Gftillard,  Gknnan,  Goladsboroagh,  Oon,  Honej,  Han- 
ter.  King,  Lambert,  Maeen,  and  Thompeon. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  Thac  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  '^Ad  act  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
of  America." 


Satubday,  December  10. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenucH  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Qorernment,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  duties  on  carriages,  and  the  har- 
ness used  therefor,'*  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  staff 
officers  of  the  Army  to  comply  with  the  requisi- 
tions of  naval  and  marine  officers  m  certain  cases, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  making  additional 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year  1814," 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 


Monday,  December  12. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  appointment  o(  certain  naval  officers  therein 
named ;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 


Tuesday,  December  13. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  8th  instant  for  the  choice  of  an 
Assistant  Doorkeeper ;  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to  the  first  Monday  in 
January  next. 

•  Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entilled  *'An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  on  the  postage  of 
letters,  and  on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise ;"  reported  it 
with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  £urtz,  and  others ; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  the  second 
Monday  in  January  next. 

A  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of  certain 
oaval  officers  therein  named,  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

[The  bill  authorizes  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  to  appoint  one  Vice  Admiral,  and  two 
Rear  Admirals;  and  fixes'  their  compensation.] 


Wednesday,  December  14. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concnr  in 


the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  liill,  entided 
"An  act  to  provide  additional  reveaaes  fordefrav- 
ing  the  expenses  of  Gtovernment,  and  maintainiBf 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  oo  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  and  bf  nmeadi^ 
the  act  laving  duties  on  licenses  to  diatillers  i 
spirituous  liquors,  except  the  ameodmeDt  to  the 
tenth  section,  and  the  amendment  striking  ok 
the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  bill,  and  tbat  t^er 
disagree  to  the  said  amendment  to  the  cenih  sec- 
tiouj  and  to  the  striking  out  the  said  twenty -fifU 
section. 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  commiuee  of  tke 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'Ab 
act  to  provide  additional  revennes  for  defrayu^ 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaiDingtae 
public  credit,  by  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  od  \ht 
postage  of  letters,  and  on  licenses  to  retail  wiaes. 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merebnndise,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee ;  and  the  amendments  were 
agreed  to. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  to  strike  out  ibe 
second  section  of  the  bill,  as  follows : 

'^Ssc.S.  And  be  it  further  am^ei.  That,  fiom  asd 
after  the  first  day  of  Febniaiy  next,  there  shall  be  ad- 
ded to  the  ratesof  postage,  aa  at  present establiahed by 
law,  a  sum  equal  to  fifty  per  eeninm  upon  tiie  smosat 
of  Such  rates  respectively,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States.  And  the  said  additional  sum  of  fifty  per  ceo- 
torn  shall  be  charged,  collected,  paid,  and  ifrffnnt^ 
for,  in  like  manner,  by  the  same  officer,  snbfect  in  all 
respects  to  the  same  regulations  and  provisions,  and 
vrith  the  like  fines,  penalties,  forfoitorea,  and  remediet, 
for  breaches  of  the  law,  as  are  provided  for  cfasigini^ 
collecting,  and  paying  the  original  rates  of  posugr  to 
which  the  said  sum  of  fifty  per  oentam  is  hereby  added 
and  attached." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11. 
nays,  14,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Raggett,  Dana,  German,  Gore,  Hor- 
sey, Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  and 
Thompson. 

NxTs^MeasTS.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chsce,  Condit,  Fro- 
mentin,  Gaillard,  Morrow,  Roberta,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tar- 
ner,  Yamnm,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylob,  to  insert,  in  section 
5.  line  9,. after  the  word  ''act,"  the  following 
words,  *'  except  the  rates  of  postage :"  it  wns  de- 
termined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  14,  naf  s  12,  as 
follows. 

• 

TiAS — ^Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Dana,  Gaillsxd,  Ger- 
man, Horsey,  Lambert,  Roberts,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Tomer,  Vamum,  sad  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Chsce,  Condit,  Daggett, 
Fromentin,  Gore,  Hunter,  King,  Mason,  Monow, 
Smith,  sod  Walker. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  anocnded  1 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Gore  gave  notice,  that  to-morrow,  be 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  pay- 
ment to  the  widow  of  Elbridge  Gkrry,  decensed, 
late  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  of  such 
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salary  as  woald  hire  been  payable  to  him  duriog 
the  residae  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected, 
had  he  so  long  Hred. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government  and  maintaining  the  public  credit  by 
laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  (Jdi- 
ted  States,  and  by  amending  the  act  laying  duties 
on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors." 

Oq  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor, 

jResolved,  That  they  insist  on  their  amendment 
to  the  tenth  section. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  German,  that  they  insist  on 
their  amendments,  striking  out  the  twenty-fifth 
section  of  the  bill,  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative— yeas  14,  nays  9,  as  follows : 

YsA»— Mewrs.  Condit,  Daggett,  Dsns,  GaiUard, 
German,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Smith,  Thompson,  and  Vamom. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chace,  Morrow,  Rob- 
erta, Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  and  Wharton. 

So  it  was  Resolved^  That  the  Senate  insist  on 
their  amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  ask  a  conference  on  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  of  the  two  Houses. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Taylor,  Kino,  and 
Bledsoe,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  conference 
on  the  part  of  :he  Senate. 


Tbursdat.  December  15. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  orif;inated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
^  An  act  to  authonze  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  call  upon  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories thereof  for  their  respective  quotas  of  eighty 
thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty  militia,  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States 
against  invasion,"  with  amendments,  in  which 
thej  request  the  concurrente  of  the  Senate.  They 
insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  the  tenth  section,  and  to  the  amend- 
ment striking  out  the  twenty-fiAh  section  of  the 
bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  to  provide  additional  rev« 
enoes  for  defVaying  the  expenses  of  Qovernment 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States, 
and  by  amending  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses 
to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors."  They  asree  to 
the  conference  proposed  on  the  subject,  and  have 
appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

Mr.  Yarmum  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Rennet  and  Natbaoiel  Heath,  stating  that,  at  the 
time  of  the  incursion  of  the  enemy,  they  were 
proprietors  of  an  extensive  manufactory  of  cor- 
dage, in  the  City  of  Washington,  and  had  on 
hand  a  large  quantity  of  materials,  which  were 
totally  cooaomed  and  destroyed  by  them;  and 
praying  indemnification  therefor,  for  reasons  sta- 
ted in  the  petition;  which  was  read, and  the  peti- 
tion, together  with  the  aeeompanying  documents, 
Was  referred  to  the  committee  to  wnom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  23d  of  September,  the  memorial  of 
^e  Presideni  asd  Directora  of  the  £astero  Branch 
Idtb  Con.  3d  Sx88.-«-5 


Bridge  Company,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government,  nnd  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  on  the 
postage  of  letters,  and  on  licenses  to  retail  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend* 
ed  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative-*yeaa 
19,  nays  7,  a^  follows: 

Ybas— Measrs.  Aadenon,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Chace,  Gondit,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Laoodc,  MaaoUi 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Taylor,  Taraery 
Vamnm,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Daggett,  Gore^  Horsey,  Hanter« 
King,  Lambert,  and  Thompson. 

So  it  waa  iZeaofned,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  FrombntiiTi 
the  title  was  amended,  to  strike  oat  ^  on  the  post- 
age of  letters,"  and  Insert,  at  the  end  thereof, 
'*  and  for  increasing  the  rates  of  postage." 

Mr.  Gore  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  authorizing  payment  to  the  widow  of  Bl- 
bridge  Oerry,  deceased,  late  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  such  salary  as  would  have  beea 
payable  to  him,  during  the  residae  of  the  term 
for  which  he  was  elected,  had  he  sa  long  livedo 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  seeond 
reading. 

Tlfe  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President  or 
the  United  States  to  call  upon  the  several  States 
and  Territories  thereof  for  their  respective  quotas 
of  eighty  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty  mili- 
tia, n>r  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  tlnited 
States  against  invasion." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  they  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Ordered^  That  the  bill  last  mentioned,  as 
amended,  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Go  motion,  by  Mr.  Horbbt, 

ReBcloed^  That  the  resolution  which  passed  the 
Senate  on  the  7th  instant,  calling  for  a  specifica- 
tion of  the  various  post  offices  m  the  States  re- 
spectively, d^.,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
scinded. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Horbry, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  statement  containing  a  specification  of 
the  various  post  offices  in  the  States  respectively, 
of  the  emoluments  of  the  postmasters,  and  the 
amount  of  expenditures  incident  to-  their  respec- 
tive offices,  from  the  first  day  of  January,  1814, 
to  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  same  year;  and, 
also,  the  amount  of  the  gross  and  net  revenue  de- 
rived therefrom  during  the  same  period. 

Friday,  December  16. 
The  Senate  spent  most  of  this  day  in  iKe  con- 
sideration of  Bzecative  busiaew. 
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Satuhoay,  December  17. 

Tbe  bill  authorizing  payment  to  the  widow  of 
Slbrid^e  Qerry,  deceased,  late  Vice  President  of 
the  United  Statetu  of  such  salary  as  woaid  have 
been  payable  to  him  daring  the  residue  of  tbe 
term  for  which  he  was  elected,  bad  he  so  Ions 
lired^  was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amend- 
ment harinff  been  agreed  to,  on  tbe  question, 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire — yeas  14. 
nays  12,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Miiwia.  Bnnni»  GhsosyDsgfstt,  Fronsntin, 
GsiUard,  Gon,  HuntMr,  King,  Massn,  Bobinson,  aouth, 
Tait,  Tayler,  and  Thomp«m. 

Nats — Messrs.  Andenon,  Bledsoe,  Oondit,  Gennan, 
I«aeo€k,  Lambeit,  Monow,  Roberts,  Tomer,  YaniBm, 
Wslker,  and  Whsrton. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  tbe  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled 
within  tbe  United  States  and  Territories  thereof, 
and  by  amending  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses 
to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  reported : 

<«  That  the  sstdmanageri  hare  met  and  oonfivred 
with  the  manegen  on  tbe  pert  oi  the  House  of  Reprs- 
■antatives,  and  have  agreed  with  them  to  recommend 
to  the  Senste  to  emend  the  amendment  to  the  tenth 
section,  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  tenth  section. 

"  Tbst  the  Senate  de  recede  fiom  their  smendneBt» 
to  suike  out  the  86th  section  of  seid  bUl. 

'*  And,  to  coolbnn  the  18th  section  to  the  amend- 
ments in  other  parts  of  the  bill,  bj  which  *  Pebmarj' 
was  inserted  in  lien  of  *  Jsnnary,'  in  line  13,  of  said 
section,  to  strike  out '  January ,'  and  insert  *Febrnary." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylob, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  managers  on  their  part,  at  the  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on 
the  bill  last  mentioned.    Whereupon, 

Refolved,  That  they  so  far  recede  from  their 
amendments,  disagreed  to  by  tbe  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, as  to  adopt  the  report  of  tbe  com- 
mittee of  conference. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  on  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  military  afiairs,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
senucives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  author- 
ise the  President  of  the  UoUed  Stales  to  call 
upon  the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof 
for  their  respective  quotas  of  eigbty  thousand 
four  hundred  and  thirty  militia,  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontierB  of  the  United  Slates  against  inva- 
sion,'' together  wilh  the  bill,  reported  that  tbe 
Senate  concur  therein,  in  part,  with  certain  modi- 
fications. 


MoNOAY,  December  19. 
A  messsge  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  all 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 


^  An  act  to  provide  additional  reveauea  for  d 
fraying  the  expenses  of  Gk>vernmeni,  and  mai 
tainiog  the  public  credit,  by  duties  on  sales 
auction,  on  the  poeta^  of  letters,  and  on  lieen« 
to  retail  wines,  spirttuous  liqaors,  aad  forei| 
merchandiser"  except  the  amendment  to  the  fit) 
section,  to  which  amendment  they  disagree.  Tin 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  furthj 
time  to  locate  certain  claims  to  lands,  eoofiroK 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  eonfirn 
ing  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vii 
eennes;"  a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  add 
tional  retenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  c 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credi 
by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wnress  aa 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  tbe  Unite 
States;"  also^  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provid 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  c 
Government,  and  maioiainiitg  the  pvhtic  ercdii 
by  laying  duties  on  bousabold  fiirttiuire,€Mi  bosse 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  ao< 
on  gold  and  silver  watehes ;"  in  wbich  btlU  the^ 
request  the  coocarrenee  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  aat 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tb 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  u 
the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  PrcM 
dent  of  the  United  Slates  to  call  upon  the  severs 
States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their  respeeiivt 
quotas  of  eighty  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirij 
militia,  for  tbe  defence  of  the  frontiers  o^  ihi 
United  States  against  invasion,"  together  with  th< 
report  of  the  select  committee  thereon.  Where 
upon, 

lu$olvcdf  That  they  agree  to  some,  and  disa- 
gree to  other  amendments  of  the  House  uf  Repre- 
sentatives to  thi.<  bill. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend' 
meat,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Represeou 
tives,  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  '^Aa  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  tlie  expenses  ol 
Government,  and  mainuioing  the  public  credit 
by  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  on  the  po&tage  oi 
letters,  end  on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise."    Whereupon. 

JReMolved,  That  they  recede  therefrom. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  payment  to  the 
widow  of  EitNridge  Gerry,  deceased,  late  Vim 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  such  salary  as 
would  have  been  payable  to  him  during  the  resi- 
due of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected,  bad  he 
so  long  lived,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed, 


TuaaoAY,  December  20* 

Tbe  credentials  of  Jonataan  RonsBTO,  ap 
pointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislaiure  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  cun- 
mencinff  on  the  fourth  of  March  next,  were  read, 
and  is  id  on  file. 

Mr.  GoBB  submitted  the  following  motion  foi 
consideration ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Beaohed,  Thai  tbe  Beerslaiy  of  tbs  Senate  be  an- 
thoriaed  to  pay,  onl  of  lbs  coatiagsat  fend,  lbs  ex- 
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iacumd  lor  tii«  fimeial  of  tiM  lale  Vice 
l«ot  of  the  Unilad  8ut«a,  wliaiMTer  the  tune  shall 
"hawe  been  allowed  and  certified  by  the  committee  of 
Anrmnfement. 

Tb«  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  giving  further  time 
to  locate  certain  claims  to  lands,  confirmed  by  an 
act  of  Congress,  entitled  ^  An  act  confirming  cer- 
tain claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincennes," 
^was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
eommittee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  2d  Sep- 
tember, the  memorial  of  the  Lesislature  of  the 
Indiana  Territory,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  to  proWde  additional 
revenaes  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, manofactured  within  the  United  States," 
'vras  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred,  the  1st  instant, 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
reTenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Qovern* 
inent,aod  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying 
duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States 
and  the  Territories  thereof,  and  by  amending  the 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirit- 
uous liquors,"  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Gk)vera« 
ment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying 
duties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses  kept  ex- 
cliAsively  for  the  saddle  or  cArriage,  and  on  ^old 
and  silver  watches,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  last  nieatieoed,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 


may  posMss  of  the  ibice  and  condition  of  the  V4 
of  war  of  the  enemy  on  the  same  Lake ;  and  each  in- 
formation as  he  may  deem  it  proper  to  oommanicate 
of  the  means  and  preparation  reqaisiie  for  Uie  pnrpese 
of  acquiring  and  maintaining  the  naval  ascendency  on 
■aid  Lake,  if  an  intention  to  that  eflect  be  contempla- 
ted on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 


Wbdhssday,  December  31. 

The  resoltttioQ  authorising  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fond,  the 
expenses  incurred  for  the  funeral  of  the  late  Vice 
President,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  uf  the  Whole;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  the  resolution 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  Tatlor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplemen- 
tal to  the  acts  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  several 
sums  of  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  and  three 
millions  of  dollars,"  reported  it  with  amendments, 
which  were  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  and  agreed  to;  and  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  amended  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  7 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Pb£81dsmt  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Honorable  Tbomas  Worth iNOTOif,  notifying  the 
resignation  of  his  seat  in  the  Senate ;  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  HoNTBR  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retohei,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutea 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Seaato  the 
Ibree  and  condition  of  the  vessels  of  war  of  the  United 
States  on  Lake  Ontario^  and  snch  inibrmataoa  as  he 


Thursday,  December  38. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  the 
expenses  incurred  for  the  funeral  (»  the  late  Vice 
President,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as 
follows: 

ReBolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be 
authorized  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  the 
expenses  incurred  for  the  funeral  of  the  late  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  wheaever  the 
same  i hall  have  been  allowed  and  certified  by  the 
committee  of  arrangement. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act 
supplemental  to  the  acts  authorizing  a  loan  for 
the  several  sums  of  twenty-five  millions  of  dol- 
Jars,  and  three  millions  of  dollars,"  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  yesterday,  by  Mr.  Hunter,  relative 
to  vessels  of  war  on  Lake  Ontario. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  it  was  agreed  to  take 
the  question  by  yeas  and  nays ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  coosideratiou  thereof, 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  giving  fur- 
ther time  to  locate  certain  claims  to  lands  eon* 
firmed  by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  'An  act  con- 
firming certain  claims  to  lands  ia  the  district  of 
Vincennes,''  reported  it  withoatam«admeot;  and 
the  bill  WM  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  amended ;  and  the  President  reported 
it  to  the  Honee  acooidingly. 

On  the  question,  shall  the  ansendment  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ? 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Laaook,  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Qamble,  stating  that  he  had  been  mppoittied, 
on  the  15th  of  Fehruav y,  1806,  inspector  of  tli0 
eoatoms  in  the  district  of  Niagara,  and  had  pre- 
formed the  duties  confided  to  him,  fur  which  b« 
had  not  received  adequate  comfiensatioo,  as  it 
stated  in  the  memorial ;  and  praying  relief;  aind 
the  memorial  was  re«d. 


Friday,  December  Z3, 
A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on  their 
amendments,  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates  to  call  upon  the  several 
Sutes  and  Territories  thereof  for  their  respective 
quotaii  of  eighty  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty 
militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  Uni- 
led  States  against  invasion."  They  wk  a  con. 
ference  on   the   disagreeing   voles  of  lUe 
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Houses,  and  hare  appointed  maDis^rs  on  their 
part.  They  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  col- 
lecting the  same ;"  in  which  hill  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown, 

ReBohed^  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  disa- 

freement  to  the  amendments  of  the  House  of 
Lepresentaiives  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
matborize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call 
upon  the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof 
fur  their  respective  quotas  of  eighty  thousand 
four  hundred  and  thirty  militia,  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  against  in- 
vasion;"  and  agree  to  the  conference  proposed 
thereon. 

Ordefedy  That  Messrs.  Bibb,  Bbowa,  and  Gbr- 
IIAN,  be  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
The  amendment  to  the  bill  entitled  ''An  act 

S'ving  further  time  to  locate  certain  claims  to 
ods  confirmed  by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
*An  act  confirming  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the 
district  of  Vincenues,"  was  read  a  third  time  as 
•mended,  and  further  amended  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Bemdvedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendmenu. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  21st  instant,  by  Mr.  Huntbb, 
relative  to  yessels  of  war  on  Lake  Ontario. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Robbbt&  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March,  it  was  determined  in  the  affir^ 
mative— yeas  15,  nays  13,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chaos,  Condit,  Gail- 
lard,  German,  Ijacock,  Moirow,  Roberts,  Bobinson, 
Tavlof,  Tornor,  Vsmnm,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

rTxTs — Messrs.  Brown  Daggett.  Dana*  Fronentin, 
Gore,  Hnnter,  King,  Lamb^  Mason,  Smith,  Tait, 
and  Thompson. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Qovernment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  ^oods,  wares,  and 
merebnndise,  mRnufaetured  within  the  United 
States,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  memorial  of 
William  Gamble,  presented  the  2dd  insunt,  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
Lacock,  Chace,  and  German,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee,  appointed  the 
3d  instant,  to  consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill 
to  provide  for  leasing  certain  lands  reserved  for 
the  use  of  schools  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 


revenues  for  defrajring  the  expenses  of  CSovera- 
ment,  and  maintainilg  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to 
provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same,' 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred^  the  1st  instant,  the 
bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Gtovernmenl« 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay  ing^  duties 
on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  Stales  and 
Territories  thereof,  and  by  amending  the  act  lay- 
ing duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spiritooos 
liquors,"  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  leasing  certain  lands  re- 
served for  the  support  of  schools  in  the  Minis* 
sippi  Territory  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smitb,  the  further  consideia- 
tion  thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  managers  apointed  oa  tiie 

Eart  of  the  Senate,  to  confer  with  those  appoiaicd 
y  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  disagrre- 
ing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  **  to  an* 
thorize  the  President  of  the  United  Sintes  to  call 
upon  the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof 
for  their  respective  quotas  of  eighty  thousand 
four  hundred  and  thirty  militia,  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  agminst  in- 
vasion," reported : 

"  That  a  conference  has  been  had,  and  the  managcn 
have  agreed  to  reeommend  to  their  respective  Houses 

**  1.  That,  in  lien  of  the  amendment  propocod  by  the 
House  of  Repraseatatives,  to  strike  out  the  words  •  tars 
years,'  and  to  insert  *  one  year,'  in  the  4th  tine  of  ths 
first  section,  the  words  *  eighteen  months'  be  inserted ; 
and  that  the  same  modification  be  made  where  the 
words  *  two  years'  ooenr  in  other  parts  of  the  biH. 

"  S.  That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  horn 
their  amendment  peopoaed  to  be  inserted  at  the  end 
of  the  4th  line  of  the  first  seotioo,  after  the  word  *  di» 
chaiged." 

•^  9.  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  the  amendment  which  proposes  to  strike  out  the  7th 
section. 

**  4.  That  the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  the 
modifications  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  their  amend- 
ments in  the  ninth  section." 


Saturday.  December  24. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 


MoNOAT,  December  96. 

Mr.  Daggett  presented  several  petitions,  si 
bv  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State 
or  Connecticut,  remon5trating  against  the  trans- 
portation and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath; 
and  the  petitions  were  read,  and  referred  to  a  se* 
lect  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Daggett,  Smitb, 
and  MoRBOW,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Thompson  presented  several  petitions, 
signed  by  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  on  the  same  subject; 
which  were  read ;  and  referred  to  the  committee 
last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise^ 

Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Bryar  and  others,  manufacturers  of  tobacco  in 
the  titf  of  New  York,  praying  that  a  specific  dutf 
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may  be  laid,  iasiead  of  an  ad  raiorem,  on  manu- 
factured tobacco,  aa  proposed  by  the  biii,  entitled 
'^  An  act  to  provide  additional  revenuea  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintain- 
ing the  public  credit,  by  laying^  duties  on  various 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  manufactured 
within  the  United  States,"  for  reasons  stated  at 
lar^e  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
leasing  certain  lands  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  and  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues,  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  various 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  manufactured 
within  the  United  States,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee; and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly, and  it  was  further  amended ;  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  German,  to  strike  out,  of  section 
1,  lines  12  and  13.  the  words,  "made  wholly  or 
in  part  by  machinery :"  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith. 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Presioent  communicated  a  representation 
of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  act "  provi- 
ding for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants 
of  public- lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,''  sia* 
ting  their  inability,  without  neglecting  their  offi- 
ciaT  duiie»,.to  perform  the  duties  therein  enjoined ; 
and  the  representation  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise  ^  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Hun- 
ter, and  GoRB,  were  appointed  the  committee. 


Tuesday,  December  27. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  fur  leasing  certain  lands  reserved 
for  the  support  of  schools  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory ;  and  the  bill  was  further  amended.  On  the 
question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
tbird  time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  various  ^oods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
manufactured  within  the  United  States,"  together 
with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by  Mr. 
German;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  fulrther  amended;  and, on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Smith,  to  add  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  as  follows : 

**  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  duties  hereby 
laid  shall  and  may  be  drawn  back  upon  all  articles  on 
which  dnty  u  laid  by  the  first  section  of  this  act  after 
the  ninety  days,  which  shall  be  exported  from  the  Uni- 


ted States:  Pronded,  That  no  drawback  shall  be  al- 
lowed on  any  exportation  as  aforesaid,  in  any  instanca 
where  the  same  shall  amount  to  leas  than  twelve  dol- 
lars :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative~->yeas  13| 
nays  15,  as  follows: 

Yi  AS— Messrs.  Dana,  Fromentin»  German,  Gore, 
Horsey,  Hnnter,  King,  Lambert,  Maaon,  Smith,  Thomp* 
son.  Walker,  and  WeUs. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledtoe.  Chase  Condit«  Dag» 
gett,  Gafllard,  Laeoek,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Bobiiiaoni 
Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer,  Vamnm,  and  Wharton. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  tbird  time  as  amended  9 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom' 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and 
on  gold  and  silver  watches,"  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  Kino  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Ruohed,  That  the  Prssident  of  the  United  Sutes  be 
and  is  hereby  requested,  pnrsoant  to  the  act,  entitled 
■^An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  e»> 
tabUshment  and  regulation  of  the  Treasoiy,  War,  and 
Navy  Departments,''  to  canae  to  be  laid  before  tha 
Senate  a  statement  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  tha 
Navy  Department ;  and  also,  a  statement  of  sil  pni^ 
chases  and  contracts  for  supplies  or  services,  made  by 
or  nnderthe  authority  of  the  Navy  Department,  in  the 
respective  years  1812,  1813,  and  1814,  specifying  the 
names  of  persons  from  whom  purchases  or  with  whom 
contracts  have  been  made,  the  places  of  delivery,  the 
prices,  the  amount  of  money  advanced  or  paid,  and  ^e 
quantity  of  articles  siippUea. 

Mr.  Daggbtt  submitted  the  following  motioQt 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading : 

Resohed^  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be  fp- 
pointed,  who,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may  be 
appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  shall  be  a 
committee  to  inqone  into  the  expenses  of  stationeiyy 
printing,  and  binduig,  under  the  authority  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  into  the  expediency  of  estab> 
liahing  permanent  rules  for  regulating  and  conducting 
the  printing  and  binding,  and  for  the  supply  of  station* 
eiy,  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and 
to  report  thereupon. 


WaoNEsnAT,  December  28. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ad« 
ditional  revenues  fur  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Qovernment,  and  maintaining  the  ptiblic  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  StaleS| 
and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the 
same,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  HuNTBR,  from  the  Committee  on  NaTal 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  cause  lo  be  built,  equipped, 
and  employed,  one  or  wore  aoating  b»^t«nea,  fot 
the  defence  o^  the  watera  of  the  €o^*^  B\%\es-. 
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4ttd  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading^. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  nrothni  made  the  27tb 
instant,  bjr  Mr.  King,  for  statements  of  the  contio- 
sent  expenses,  parchases,  and  contracts,  for  the 
Nary  Department. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kiiro,  it  was  agreed  to  take 
the  qttestion  by  yeas  and  nays ;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  RoBBBTS,  the  farther  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  for  the  appoiutmeat  of  a  joint 
committee  to  ioqutre  into  the  expenses  of  the 
printing,  ^.,  of  Congress,  and  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  permanent  roles  for  regulating  the 
same,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as 
ia  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  resolution 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

REVENUE  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ''An 
act  to  provide  additional  rcTeaues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  QoYeroment  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household  furni- 
ture, on  horses  kept  exelusiTcly  for  the  saddle  or 
carriaare,  and  on  gold  and  silrer  watches,"  together 
With  the  ameodmenia  reported  thereto  by  the  se* 
leet  dommittee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr«  TavLOft,  to  agree  to  the  firat 
aitoendment  reportCNd  by  the  select  cmnmitlee,  as 
MHavn: 

ARet  the  word  "  scale^'*  section  1,  line  6,  Strike  out 
t6  the  word  <"  doUan/'  in  tho  2dth  line,  and  in  lieu 
thereof,  insert  the  following : 

"  If  aboTe  one  hundred  dollars  and  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  dollars,  thirty  cents  on  ewrj  hundred 
ddnars  of  the  whole  value. 

**^  If  above  one  hundred  and  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand dollan,  thirtj-five  cents  on  every  hundred  dollars 
of  the  whole  vahie. 

"  If  above  one  thousand  and  not  exceeding  fifteen 
hundred  doUai%  forty  cents  upon  every  lamdred  doUais 
of  the  whole  value. 

'^  If  above  fifteen  hundred  and  not  exeeedmg  two 
thousand  dollars,  fortj-five  cents  upon  every  buadfod 
dollars  of  the  whole  value. 

**If  above  two  thousand  and  not  exceeding  three 
thousand  doUam,  fifty  cents  on  tfrery  hundred  dollan 
of  the  whole  value. 

"  If  above  three  thousand  ssid  not  exceeding  four 
thousand  dollan,  §ixty  cents  on  every  hundred  dol- 
lan of  the  whole  value. 

^  If  above  four  thousand  and  not  exceeding  five  thou- 
sand dollan,  seventy  cents  on  every  hundred  dollan  of 
the  whole  value. 

"If  above  five  thousand  and  not  exceeding  six  thon- 
sand  doUan,  eighty  cents  on  every  hundred  dollan  of 
the  whole  value. 

"  If  above  six  thousand  and  not  exceeding  seven 
thousand  dollan,  ninety-cents  en  every  hundred  dollan  I 
of  the  whole  value. 

"If  above  seven  thousand  and  not  exceeding  eight 
thousand  dollan,  one  hundred  cents  on  every  hundred 
dollan  of  the  whole  value. 

**  If  above  eight  thousand  and  not  exceding  nine 
thousand  dollan,  one  hundred  and  ten  cents  on  every 
hundred  dollan  of  the  wh<4e  value. 


"■ff  above  niae  tfaoasaad  and  not  ezcoedftg  iw 
thousand  doUan,  one  hundred  and  twaa^  eooli  sa 
evBiy  himdred  dollan  of  the  whole  value. 

"  If  above  lea  thousand  doHsn,  one  Irandied  mk 
tiiirty  cents  on  every  huadred  doUan  of  tke  whole 
value.'' 

'A  divisioa  of  the  question  was  called  for  by 
Mr.  Varnoii,  and  it  was  taken  oa  atrikiog  out, 
and  determined  in  the  affirmatire-— yeas  88,  nays 
3,  as  follows: 

YxAs — ^Messn.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chaee,  Daagatt.  Re- 
mentin,  Oaillard,  GKMre,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Kin^  LasH 
bert,  Mason,  Motrow,  Roberti^  Robinson,  fiteitk^  Tiil, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner,  Walker,  and  Walla. 

Nats— Messm.  Uoadit,  Varaam,  and  Wbartoa. 

The  question  recurring  on  inserting  che  pro- 
posed amendment,  it  was  determined  in  the  affir- 
mative — yeas  20,  nays  4,  as  follows: 

Tbas — Messn.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Chaee,  Daggett,  Fro- 
meutin,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  I^aiabat, 
Mason,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Tty- 
lor,  Thompson,  Turner,  and  Walker. 

Nats — Messrs.  Condit,  Vamum,  Wella^  and 
Wharton. 

The  second  amendment  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee was  agreed  to. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smitb,  to  strike  out,  sec- 
tion 1,  lines  28  to  37,  inclusive,  the  following: 

*<  That  there  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  Itkwtso  imposed 
an  annual  duty  of  one  dollar  on  SYCiy  horse  ^iefij 
used  for  the  saddle ;  and  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  eenii 
on  every  horse  chiefly  used  for  any  carriage  liahle  ts 
duty  under  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  provide  addi> 
tional  revenues  for  defnymg  the  expenses  of  the  Gof^ 
emment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  fay  duties 
on  carriages  and  the  bamesa  used  therefor  ;*  wMd  one 
doHar  and  fifty  oents  for  every  hone  so  kept  both  for 
I  the  saddle  and  carriage ;  which  duty  shall  bo  paid  by 
the  owner  of  such  hone." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  11, 
nays  17,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Mesers.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Honey, 
Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  Tumor,  and 
Wells. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Chace^Con- 
dtt,  Gaillard,  German,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberta,  Rob- 
inson, Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Vamum,  Waker,  sad 
Wharton. 

And  the  bill  having  been  further  amended,  the 
President  reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  strike  oat.  of 
section  1,  line  7,  the  word  '^  two,''  and  to  insert,  La 
lieu  thereof,  "one:"  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  10,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

YsAs^Messrs.  Brown,  Chace,  Daggett,  Fromentin* 
Hunter,  King,  Mason,  Morrow,  Smith,  and  Taylor. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledso^  Condit,  Dana,  Gail- 
lard, German,  Gore,  Horsey,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Rob- 
erts, Robinson,  Tait,  Thompson,  Turner,  Vamum, 
Walker,  Wells,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  further  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  oat  the  word  '^  one,^'  in  the 
third  line  of  the  first  amendment  reported  by 
the  select  committee,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  insert 
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"two:^  it  was  determined  io  the  affirmatiTe; 
and,  00  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacook,  the  farther  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  antil  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
Informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  first  and  second  recommendations  of  the  com- 
mittee of  conference,  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses,  on  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
call  upon  the  sereral  States  and  Territories 
thereof  for  their  respeetiTe  quotas  of  eighty  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  thirty  militia,  for  the  de« 
fence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  u  nited  States  against 
inTasion,'' and  they  agree  to  the  fourth  recom- 
mendation of  the  said  committee.  They  insist 
on  their  said  disagreement,  and  ask  further  con- 
ference upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  amend- 
ments depending  to  the  bill  aforesaid,  and  have 
appointeo  managers  on  their  part. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  tne  report  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference on  their  part,  made  the  24th  instant,  on 
the  disagreeing  rotes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
bill  last  mentioned. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  that  the  said  bill,  to- 
gether with  the  report  of  the  conferees,  be  post* 
poned  to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next,  it 
"was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  14,  nays 
13,  at  follows : 

TxAS — ^MeMit.  Chaee,  Daggett,  Daaa,  Fromentin, 
Gore,  Honey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert  Mason*  Rob- 
inson, Thompeen,  Varouni,  and  Walls. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Goadit,  Chnllard, 
lAcock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner, 
Walker,  and  Wharton. 


TauRBDAT,  December  29. 

Mr.  Yahudm  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  coosideratioD : 

Raoived,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  relbrred 
flo  mueh  oi  the  Menage  of  tiie  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  tile  90th  day  of  September  last,  as  lelalce  to 
die  Militazy  Establishment,  be  instructed  to  report  a 
bill  anthoriang  and  reqnestiDg  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  call  upon  the  proper  authority  c^ 
each  State  and  TerritOTj  to  fnrnish,  atioordiag  to  the 
proTieions  of,  and  Ibr  purposes  prescribed  by,  the  Con- 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  their  respeetiTe  propor- 
tions of thousand  militia,  officers  Included,  armed 

and  equipped,  according  to  law,  to  ser?e  for  nine 
months,  slier  Uiey  shall  arrive  st  their  respective  places 
of  rendezvous,  nnlees  sooner  discharged ;  to  be  organ- 
ised into  companies,  regiments,  brigades,  and  divi- 
sions, bj  proper  authority  in  each  State  and  Territory, 
agreeable  to  the  principles  of  law,  which  provide  for  the 
organization  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  and 
holden  in  readiness  to  take  the  field  by  the  first  day 
of  April  next ;  the  apportionment  among  the  States 
and  Tenttories  to  be  made  in  the  bill,  in  conformity 
with  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  Ibr  apportioning 
direct  taxes. 

The  engrossed  bill,  to  provide  for  leasing  cer- 
tain lands  reserved  for  the  support  of  schools  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  was  reml  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 


The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ez- 

f lenses  of  QoTernment,  and  maintaining  the  pqjb- 
ic  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  afiirmatiTe^yeas  22, 
oayt  7,  as  follows: 

TiAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  BSl>b,  Bledsoe,  Brown* 
Chaoe,  Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Hunter, 
King,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith, 
Tait,  Taylor^  Turner,  Vamnm,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

IfATs — Messrs.  Dana,  German,  Horsey,  Lambeft, 
Mason,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

So  it  was  ReBolvedf  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

The  bill  authorising  the  Presidtat  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  en^ 
ployed,  one  or  more  floating  ratteries,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee,  to  inquire  into  the  expenses  of  print- 
ing, ^.,  of  Congress,  and  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  permanent  rules  for  regulating  th^ 
same,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Orderedy  That  Messrs.  Daggstt,  Frombiitiii. 
and  MoBHOw,  be  the  committee  on  the  part  or 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred  on  the  26th  instant,  reported 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitlea '^An 
act  proTiding  for  the  indemnification  of  certain 
claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory ;"  and  the  bill  was  read  and  passea  to  tlie 
second  reading. 

RETVENUE  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  additional  rere- 
nues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Gk>Ternmenty 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  household  furniture,  on  horses  kept  ex- 
clusively for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and  on  gold 
and  silver  watches.'' 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daooett,  to  strike  out,  sec- 
tion 1,  line  2,  after  the  word  *'  assembled,"  the 
following: 

«  That  there  shall  be,  and  heraby  is,  imposed  an  an- 
nual duty  on  all  household  lomitore  kept  for  use,  the 
value  of  which  in  any  one  family,  with  the  ezoeptioii 
of  beds,  bedding,  kitchen  furniture^  family  pictures, 
and  articles  made  in  the  family  from  domestic  msteri. 
als,  shall  exceed  two  hundred  dollars  in  money,  accord- 
ing to  the  following  icale : 

"  If  above  two  hundred  dollars  and  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  dollars,  thirty  cents  on  every  hundrea 
dollars  of  the  whole  value. 

"  If  above  five  hundred  and  not  exceeding  one  thou- 
sand dollan,  thirty-five  cents  on  every  hundred  dol- 
lars of  the  whole  value. 

^  If  above  one  thousand  and  not  exceeding  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  forty  cents  on  every  hundred  dollars 
of  the  whole  value. 

"  If  above  fifteen  hundred  and  not  exceeding  two 
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thooiMid  doUftrs,  ftirty-fiv*  ocnta  on  eveiy  handrcd  dol- 
Un  of  the  wbolo  Tilne. 

**  If  obore  two  thousand  ond  not  exceeding  three 
timiiand  doUenv  t!^  cents  on  every  hnndred  dollsn 
of  the  whole  vslne. 

**  If  above  three  thousand  and  not  exceeding  four 
tfaonsand  dollars,  sixty  eenCs  on  eveiy  hundred  dollars 
of  the  whole  ▼aloe. 

^  If  above  four  tfaoniand  and  not  exceeding  five 
tboooand  dollars,  seventy  cents  on  every  hnndred  doi« 
Jan  of  the  whole  value. 

*If  above  tt^^  thousand  and  not  exceeding  six 
^usand  dollars,  eighty  cents  on  eveiy  hnndred  dol- 
lars of  the  whole  value. 

**  If  above  six  thousand  and  not  exceeding  seven 
thousand  dollan,  ninety  cents  on  eveiy  hundred  dol- 
lars of  the  whole  value. 

"  If  above  seven  thousand  dollars,  one  hundred  cents 
on  every  hundred  dollars  of  the  whole  value ;  which 
duty  Aall  be  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  said  household 
Ihmtture." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  11, 
nays  18,  as  follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  German,  Gore,  Hor- 
sey, Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  and 
Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Andenon,  Bibb  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Cbace,  Condit,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Laoock,  Morrow, 
Boberts,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamom, 
Walker,  and  Wharton. 

And  the  bill  having  been  farther  amended,  on 
the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  aa  amended  ?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmatiTe. 


Friday,  December  30. 

Joseph  Kbbr,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  Ohio,  in  place  of  Thomas  Worth ing- 
ton,  resigned,  produced  bis  credentials,  was  qaali* 
fied  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
representatives  of  the  religious  society  of  Friends 
in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Delaware,  rep- 
resenting that  they  are  conscientiously  prohibited 
from  p;irtaking  in  the  sanguinary  struggles  of 
war,  and  praying  a  solemn  act  of  legislative  con- 
sent to  the  rights  of  conscience  ;  and  the  memo- 
rial wss  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  militia  of  the  United  States,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  several  petitions,  signed 
by  a  great  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  remonstrating  against  the  transportation 
and  opening  of  the  mail  on  theSahbath  ;  and  the 
petitions  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
to  whom  were  referred,  on  the  26th  instant,  sev- 
eral petitions  on  the  same  subject,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Smith  announced  the  death  of  the  Hon- 
orable Richard  Brent,  a  Senator  from  the  Stale 
of  Virginia,  who  deceased  this  morning. 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smitb, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  order  for  superintending  the  funeral  of  the 
Honorable  Ricbard  Brbmt  ;  and  that  the  Sen 


ate  will  attend  the  same ;  and  that  notice  of  the 
event  be  given  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Smith,  Yarmdm,  Tca- 
MBR,  Gore,  and  Daggett,  be  the  comotittee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 

BemUved,  unaninuuely,  That  the  menabersof 
the  Senate,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  ahowiog 
every  mark  of  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  the 
Honorable  Richard  Brent,  deceased,  late  a  men* 
her  thereof,  will  go  into  mourning  for  him  one 
month,  by  the  usual  mode  of  wearing  a  crape 
round  the  left  arm. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Resdved,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  be 
requested  to  notify  the  Executive  of  the  State  of 
Virginia  of  the  death  of  the  Honorable  Ricbaid 
Brent,  late  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  from 
that  State. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Resolved^  That,  as  an  additional  mark  of  re- 
spect for  the  memory  of  the  Honorable  Ricbabd 
Brent  the  Senate  now  adjourn. 


Saturday,  December  31. 

The  number  of  Senators  present  not  being  suffi- 
cient to  constitute  a  quorum,  on  motion,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


MoMOAT,  January  2, 1815. 

Mr.  Laoock,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subiect  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  William  Gamble;  aad  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  supplemeniarv  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  the  inaemnifieation  of  certain 
claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory," was  read  the  second  lime. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  eipenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  da- 
ties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses  kept  exeln* 
sively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and  on  gold  and 
silver  watches,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed? it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
16,  nays  9,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chace,  Con- 
dit, Gaillard,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  fioberta»  Robin- 
son, Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Daggett,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King^ 
Lambert,  Mason,  SmitL,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  TayLiOR,  the  title  was 
amended  by  striking  out  the  words  ^  on  horaes 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  the  28th  ultimo,  by  Mr.  Vab- 
NUM,  which  was  amended  and  agreed  to  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  twentieth  day  of 
September  last,  as  relates  to  the  Military  £stab- 
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lUhmeoi,  be  instraelH  to  ioqaire  into  the  «ipe- 
diency  of  aothoriziDg  and  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates  to  call  opon  the  proper 
authority  in  each  Sute  and  Territory  to  furnish, 
according  to  the  provisions  of,  and  for  the  pur* 
poses  prescribed  by,  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  their  respectire  proportions  of  eighty 
thousand  militia,  officers  included,  armed  and 
equipped  according  to  law,  to  serve  for  nine 
months,  after  they  shall  arrive  at  their  respective 
places  of  rendezvous,  unless  sooner  discharged ; 
to  be  organized  into  companies,  regiments,  bri* 
gades,  and  divisions,  by  the  proper  authority  in 
each  State  and  Territory,  agreeable  to  the  prin* 
ciples  of  law  which  provide  for  the  organization 
ot  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  and  hoiden 
in  readiness  to  take  the  field  by  the  first  day  of 
April  next:  the  apportionment  among  the  States 
and  Territories  to  be  made  in  the  bill,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
for  apportioning  direct  taxes. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  for  the  choice  of  an  Assistant  Doorkeeper 
to  the  Senate;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tornbr, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
to  the  first  Monday,  in  February. 

Mr.  Horsey  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Reat^vedy  That  the  Fiscal  Committee  be  instructed 
to  prepaif  and  report  a  bill  allowing  drawbacks  of  the 
duties  imposed  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
manafacturod  within  the  United  States,  and  which 
■hall  be  exported  from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign 
port  or  place. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wbule,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining; 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upun  the 
United  State?,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same." 

Go  motion,  by  Mr.  Turner,  to  strike  out,  sec- 
ttun  1,  line  3,  ^^sxx  millions,"  and  to  insert,  in'lieu 
thereof,  "  four  millions  five  hundred  thousand:" 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  7,  nay.s 
20,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Condi^  Lambert, 
Smith,  Turner,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bledsoe,  Brown,  Chace,  Daggett, 
Fromentin,  Gaillard,  German,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Kerr, 
King,  Lacock,  Mason,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Tait,  Tayhnr, 
Thompson,  Varnam,  and  Walker. 

Go  motion,  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  farther  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRBBIDBNT  OF  THE  UniTEO  StATES: 

To  the  Senaie  and  Houte  of 

Rqtreeentaiivea  of  ike  United  Siatee  .- 

I  lay  before  Congress  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  containing  a  statement  of  proceedings 
under  the  *'Act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  IState  of  Maryland,  to 
the  Sute  of  Ohio.'' 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

Jaxvarv  3, 1816. 


The  Message  and  report  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  to  accept  the  ser- 
vices of  volunteers,  who  may  associate  and  organ- 
ize themselves,  and  offer  their  services  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,"  reported  it 
with  amendments. 

The  Senaie  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coosideraiion  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
built,  equipped,  and  employed,  one  or  more  float- 
ing batteries,  for  the  defence  of  the  waters  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  bill  having  been  amended, 
the  President  reported  it  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daoobtt,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  January  3. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Gamble  waa 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  the  8d 
instant,  by  Mr.  Horsey,  which  was  amended  aiid 
agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Eeeolvedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  report  a  bill  allowing  drawbacks  of 
the  duties  imposed  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
di:ie,  manufactured  within  the  United  States,  and 
which  shall  be  exported  from  the  United  Siataa 
to  any  foreign  port  or  place, 

Ofiiered,  That  Messrs.  Horsey,  Smitb,  and 
Dana,  be  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported,  on  the  28th  November,  by  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  relative  to  the  in- 
expediency of  conferring  naval  rank  by  brevet. 

On  motion t  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further  cons^idei^ 
ation  thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second  Mon- 
day in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Gh>vernment, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a 
direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide 
for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  amend  the  twenty- 
seventh  section,  by  striking  out  the  following: 

**Bot  in  all  cases  where  the  property  liable  to  a 
direct  tax  under  this  act,  or  the  said  act  of  Congrsas» 
entitled  '«An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tea  within 
the  United  SUtes,"  shall  not  be  divisible,  so  as  to  en- 
able the  collector,  by  a  sale  of  a  part  thereof,  to  raiM 
the  whole  amount  of  the  tax,  with  all  costs,  charges^ 
and  commissions,  the  whole  of  such  property  shall  be 
sold,  the  collector  having  first  obtained  the  approba- 
tion, in  writing,  of  the  principal  assesior  for  the  dia- 
trict  therefor;  and  the  surplus  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale,  after  satisfying  the  Uz,  costs,  cbsrges,  and  com- 
missions, shall  be  paid  to  the  owner  of  the  property  or 
his  legal  repreeenUtives,  or  if  he  or  they  cannot  be 
found,  or  refuse  to  receive  the  same,  then  such  aarptng 
shall  be  deposited  in  the  Tre«»ur^  of  the  United  Sutee, 
to  be  there  held  for  the  use  of  the  owner,  ox  bia  l«cijl 
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reprcMiitatiTfl^  until  ha  or  they  thall  mak«  appUaition 
therefor  to  the  Secretary  of  the  TreaeniT,  who,  upon 
such  application,  shall,  by  warrant  on  the  Treasurer, 
cause  the  same  to  be  paid  to  the  applicant" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmatiTe— yeas  13, 
nays  10,  as  follows : 

TxAs— Messn.  BMsoe,  Dana,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hon- 
ler.  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Smith,  Thompeom  Var- 
nom.  Walker,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Daggett,  Gaillard,  German, 
Kenr,  Laeock,  Morrow,  Boberts,  Tail,  and  Taylor. 

Forther  amendmeftt  having  been  proposed  by 
Mr.  Bledsoe,  on  motion,  the  farther  eoosidera- 
tion  of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commiitee  of  the 
Wbokf  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplement- 
ary to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the 
indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Honter,  it  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and 
Messrs.  Gore,  Hunter,  and  Taylor,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 


WBONBflDAT,  January  4. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonsideratton  of  the 
bill  autborizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
Co  cause  to  be  built,  equipp<;d,  and  employed,  one 
or  more  floatiuff  batteries,  for  the  defence  of  the 
waters  of  the  United  States;  and,  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Smitb,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Gore,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
reined  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act.  enti- 
tled ''An  act  providiDg  for  the  indemnifioation  of 
eertaio  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
tippi  Territory,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to 
tome  and  disagree  to  other  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  proTide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
GoTeroment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  iayiog  duties  on  rarious  goods,  wares,  and 
Bierchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
States." 

They  disagree  to  all  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  ^duties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and 
on  gold  and  silver  watches.*' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
let  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
the  pablic  credit,  bv  laying  a  ditect  tax  upon  ths 
United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same,''  and  Mr.  Bledsoe  withdrew 
his  motion  to  amend  the  bill;  and  the  Prbsidrnt 
reported  it  to  the  House  amended. 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  amendments 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  was  deter- 
mioed  in  the  negative. 


On  motion,  by  Mr.  Rorcsts,  that  the  fiinhei 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  poetponed  to  iioaday 
next,  it  was  determined  in  the  negatirc — f  eas  % 
nays  21,  as  follows: 

YKAS*»Messn.  Andenon.  Chaee,  Condity  Hmter. 
Lsmbert,  Roberts^  Vamum,  and  WeUs. 

Navs  — Messn.  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Bnmn,  BaggsW, 
Dans,  FiomentiB,  Gaillard,  GenasB«  Gore^  Kotr,  Kia|^ 
Laeock,  Mason,  Morrow,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thaap- 
son,  Tomer,  Walker,  and  Whaitoii. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  AiroiRaoit.  to  add  a  new 
section  to  the  bill,  as  follows: 

Sac.  4.  And  be  ii  Juriher  efiadedj  That  tlia  saae 
kmd  of  mmiey,  bank  notes,  or  other  p^er,  wMch  the 
United  Statss  diall  have  paid,  or  may  at  any  time 
heresAer  pay,  to  the  militia  of  the  respeoliva  Staha^ 
lor  military  serviess  vsndered  to  the  Uniind  Slatoiv 
shall  be  reosivable  in  the  payment  of  the  direct  ani 
oChsr  tazea,  whidi  have  been,  or  shall  hersaftar  bf^ 
aothoiiied  by  Gongfoss." 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  the  qoestion,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  m  third 
tiaw  t  it  was  determiaed  in  the  affirmative* 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreeo  to  bv  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  nddi- 
tionai  revenues  for  defraying  the  expense*  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  pablic  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  foods,  wnreis  ettd 
merchandbe,  manufactured  within  the  United 
States."    Whereupon, 

Eeeoivedf  That  they  recede  from  their  aaaeBd- 
cnento  disagreed  to  by  the  Honaa  of  Repreaenm- 
tives,  except  so  much  of  the  fifth  amaodment,  as 
follows:  ''umbrellas  and  parasols,  if  above  the 
value  of  two  dollars,  eight  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem ;"  and  that  they  do  insist  on  said  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and 
on  gold  and  sitrer  watches." 

Whereupon,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tatlob, 

Remphed,  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amend- 
ment disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  tJnited  States 
to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  as- 
sociate and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  their 
services  to  the  Gbvemmeot  of  the  United  States, 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
by  the  select  committee;  and  Mr.  BaoWH  sub- 
mitted a  new  section  to  be  added  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  ths  relief 
of  William  Gamble;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed,  on  the  question.  Shall  thia  bill  be 
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ngrossed  and  retd  a  third  time?  it  was  deter- 
lined  io  the  affirmacire. 


Thubsday  Jaoaarjr  5. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mobbow, 
jRetolvedf  That  the  committee  appointed  on 
be  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiaaa 
[*erritory,  he  insirueted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpe- 
iency  of  allowing  further  time  for  completing 
be  surveys,  and  obtaining  the  patents  on  locations 
eretofore  made  under  land  warrants  issued  bjr 
irtoe  of  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia, 
lasaed  prior  to  the  cession  of  the  Northwestern 
['erritory  to  the  United  States,  as  a  bonntv  for 
ailttary  services  in  the  Continental  line ;  and  that 
he  committee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
nformed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on  their 
lisagreement  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
be  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  additional  reve- 
lues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
ind  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying 
laties  on  various  goods,  wafea^  and  merchandise, 
nanafaotured  within  the  United  States."  Tbev 
ilso  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
nents  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
o  provide  additional  revennes  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Qovernmeni,  and  flMinUining  the 
mblic  credit,  by  layiag  duties  on  household  furai^ 
iare,  on  horses  kept  ezclnstvely  for  the  saddle  or 
»rriage,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches^"  They 
isk  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
:wo  Houses  on  the  bill  last  mentionedi  and  hare 
ippoioted  managers  on  their  part. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tatlob,  the  Senate  asreed 
{o  the  conference  proposed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives on  the  bill  last  mentioned,  and  Messrs. 
Fatlob,  Blbimob^  and  DAOoBtr,  were  appointed 
the  manafcers  at  the  same^  on  their  part. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bibb, 

Remdved^  That  the  Senate  ask  a  conference  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on  the 
traendmentto  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
sdditional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
bv  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
cnandise,  manufactured  within  the  United  States." 

Ordar§d\  That  Messrs.  TATLOn,  Bi^saaoB,  and 
Daqqbtt,  be  the  managers  at  the  same,  on  their 
part. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of -William  Gamble  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  providing  for  the  in- 
demnification of  certain  cUimanu  of  public  lands 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  together  with  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com* 
mittee;  and  the  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly,  and  it  was  further  amended,  and  the 
bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
is  amended. 

Mr.  Vabhuii,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for 


the  widows  and  orphans  of  militia  and  volunteer 
soldiers  who  shall  die  or  be  killed  in  the  service 
of  the  United  8 utes,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  anthorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the 
services  of  volunteers  who  may  associate  and 
organize  themselves,  and  offer  their  services  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States;''  and  Mr. 
MASoit  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  bill.  On 
motion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Blbusob  subn^itted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 


Buohedt  That  the  eommittse  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  Prssideat  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  our  nsvml  sffsirs,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
I  the  expediency  of  estsblishlng  a  naval  sehoot 

DIRECT  TAXES. 

The  bill  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintainiog  the  public  credit,  by  lay* 
ing  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  Statea^  and  to 
provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same,"  was 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  GoBB,  of  Maasaohuactts,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows — 

Mr.  President:  This  bill  imposes  bavdens  ex- 
tremely heavy  on  all  the  cittxens  of  our  common 
country,  and  on  those  with  which  I  am  moat  an* 
quainted,  a  load,  that,  under  existing  elrcani* 
stancesi  will  be  intolerable. 

With  the  principle  of  the  bill,  in  sdeoting  as 
objects  of  taxation  the  lands  and  buildings  ofthe 
United  States,  I  have  no  fault  to  find. 

I  consider  them  as  fit  and  proper  subjects  of 
revenue,  aad  such  assessments  calculated  to  equal- 
ize the  burdens  of  the  country,  as  imposing  them 
on  all  parts,  and  with  more  impartiality  tlun  can 
be  attained  by  any  other  mode. 

And,  sir,  I  should  feel  it  my  duty  to  vote4or  a 
bill,  imposing  such  a  tax,  to  any  reasonable 
amount,  bad  it  not  pleased  the  Grovernment  of  the 
nation  to  place  the  State,  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  out  of  the  protection  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  determine,  that  while  it  shall  bear 
a  full  proportion  of  the  taxes,  none  of  their  fruits 
shall  redound  to  her  relief. 

The  motives  of  Congress,  in  granting  supplies, 
are  doubtless  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  and  the  security  of  its  rights,  by  a  safe 
and  honorable  peace. 

These  motives  are  wise  and  irresistible;  all  con- 
cur in  the  necessity  of  defending  our  territory 
against  the  enemy ;  and  in  the  assertion  and 
maintenance  of  our  essential  rights,  at  every  peril, 
and  if  necessary,  by  the  sacrifice  of  all  that  con- 
duces to  private  ease  and  personal  enjoyment. 

No  one  feels  this  truth  more  sensibly  than  my- 
self'^no  one  considers  the  duty  more  imperative. 
With  its  obligations  I  have  no  compromises  to 
make,  and  in  its  performance  I  ask  for  no  limlu* 
tions,  on  account  of  the  folly  and  imp^y^idenee 
with  which  the  war  was  Waged,  nor  of  tb%  ««* 
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grading  imbecility  and  prodigal  waste  of  treasure, 
of  blood,  and  character,  by  which  it  has  been 
prosecuted. 

The  eoemy  publicly  proclaims  bis  purpose,  to 
spread  desolation,  far  and  wide,  on  our  unprotect- 
ed seacoast.  He  proceeds  to  execute  his  threats 
with  a  barbarity  and  baseness,  in  many  insunces, 
unprecedented. 

The  mansions  of  the  rich,  the  palaces  of  the 
nation,  and  the  cottages  of  the  poorest  citizens, 
feel  alike  his  disgraceful  vengeance.  The  opu- 
lence of  the  wealthy  is  destroyed  ;  the  means  of 
subsistence  to  the  impoyerished  inhabitants  of  the 
sands  are  redeemed  from  his  rapaciiv  by  grind- 
ing impositions,  which  the  charity  otsuch  as  be- 
ing out  of  the  reach  of  his  power  are  alone  able 
to  supply.  Even  the  ashes  of  the  dead  are  not 
suffered  to  repose  in  quiet.  And,  as  the  last  act 
of  atrocity,  your  slaves  are  seized  and  seduced, 
embodied  in  military  array,  and  led  to  the  de- 
struction of  their  masters  and  the  plunder  of  their 
possessions. 

Whether  those  acts  seek  an  apology  in  the  eon- 
duct  of  our  own  Government,  we  cannot  inquire 
for  the  purpose  of  weighing  our  duty  to  repel  his 
attack.  Whoever  comes  to  our  shores,  in  tiie 
character  of  an  enemy,  must  be  resisted.  We 
must  do  all  in  our  power  to  defend  ourselves  and 
our  soil  from  an  invading  foe. 

A  question  arises,  have  we  any  grounds  for  be- 
lieving that  the  grants  of  men  and  money  will 
be  wisely  applied  to  the  purposes  of  defence  and 
protection  ? 

Honorable  gentlemen  will  please  to  go  back  to 
November,  1811,  when  the  Executive,  in  winding 
its  devious  course  to  the  fatal  act  of  June  1842, 
addressed  the  hopes,  the  fears,  the  vanity,  and 
pride  of  the  people,  and,  avowing  its  duty  to  estab- 
lish the  general  security,  assured  the  nation  ^*  that 
'  the  works  of  defence  on  our  maritime  frontier 

*  had  been  prosecuted  with  an  activity  leaving 
'  little  to  be  added  for  the  completion  of  the  most 
'  important  ones.  The  land  forces  so  disposed  as 
'  to  insure  appropriate  and  important  services, 

*  and  embodied  and  marched  toward  the  Norih- 

*  western  frontiers,"  to  seek  satisfaction  for  acts, 
which  it  was  declared,  had  alike  *^  the  character 
and  effect  of  war." 

The  subsequent  course  of  things  most  be  full 
in  the  mind  of  every  one,  and  the  result  known 
and  felt  by  all. 

We  learn  that  the  same  measures  are  to  be  pur- 
sued. The  Atlantic  coast  is  to  be  defended  as 
heretofore,  bv  attempts  on  Canada.  This  is  frank- 
ly and  formally  told  to  the  Congress,  that  no  pre- 
tence can  be  urged,  in  future,  of  disappointment 
or  deception. 

I  forbear  to  speak  on  this  subject.  In  the  ac- 
tual state  of  things,  all  reasoning  must  be  futile. 
The  powers  of  language  cease  before  the  eloquent 
monitors  eoostantiy  in  our  view. 

We  are  doomed  to  remain  in  this  scene,  that 
we  may  not.  for  a  moment,  lose  sight  of  our  deg- 
radation and  disgrace. 

The  Qovernment  had  complete  information  of 
the  designs  of  the  enemy,  months  before  his  attack 


on  Washington.  In  this  city,  were  all  tke  dxoi 
of  defence,  fortresses,  sbips^  cannon,  inea,iil 
money;  here,  too,  was  concentrated  aliiben 
dom  of  the  Administration,  to  deliberate,  enait 
decide,  and  prepare  for  the  support  of  the  Capim 
at  least  sixty  days  prior  to  its  destractioo,  ^i 
few  thousand  worn  down  and  exhausted  sddiei 
You  have  now  in  full  view,  the  effeet  of  ikr 
combined  councils— of  their  ind ividoal  aodBuiei 
talents,  prudence,  and  energies. 

These  monuments  show,  in  characters  mi 
be  mistaken,  the  future  ia  the  past,  aod  the  do- 
lation  around.  They  declare  the  fate  of  m 
place,  under  the  influence  and  protection  of  or 
(Government,  if  approached  by  the  eoemj. 

Congress  continues  to  grant,  with  nospii^ 
hand,  supplies  of  every  kind  to  the  same  moj 
the  hope,  it  is  imagined,  that  Heaves  may,  ^ 
some  miracle,  interpose  for  their  applicttion » 
the  safety  and  relief  cf  the  country. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  crave  your  iBdQlgeiee.iW 
that  of  the  honorable  Senate,  while  I  relate  tk 
condition  of  the  country  which  I  represeoi^issi^ 
grounds  of  the  vote  I  am  constrained  to  gin* 
this  occasion.  The  State  of  Massaefaoseia  i»i 
seacoast  of  about  six  hundred  miles  ia  exuii  1b 
Eastern  boundary  joins  that  of  the  eaemj.  I^ 
of  course,  neculiarly  liable  to  invssioo.  Tk 
President  or  the  United  States  was  arovedlf « 
the  opinion  that  it  would  be  invaded  innoedattif 
on  the  commencement  of  the  war.  Tbere  set 
several  islands,  and  one  of  great  importaDce,oi 
the  Eastern  frontier,  the  title  to  which  was  oct 
definitively  acknowledged  by  Great  Britaio.  Tk 
claim  of  Massachusetu  had  been  allowed,  by  ub 
Power,  in  a  treaty  made  according  to  the  ios^^' 
tions  of  the  President,  which  treaty  the  OoiiH 
States  had  chosen  to  reject.  The  Gorerpioff^ 
therefore,  superadded  to  the  general  obJigsu^ 
enjoined  upon  it,  to  protect  and  defeod  lAete/ri- 
tory  of  all  the  States,  had  incurred  speeaiur  re- 
sponsibility to  guard  this  particular  froQUU^^i'' 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  . 

This  State  has  been  left  entirely  anproteew 
and  defenceless,  and  has  at  no  time  hadwiioini^ 
and  destined  to  its  defence,  sufficient  force  of  (» 
United  States,  to  protect  any  one  point  agaio^^* 
common  and  ordinary  hostile  attack. 

Shortly  after  the  adoption  of  the  Coostiiu^ 
she  ceded  to  the  United  States  all  the  lox\^ 
in  her  possession.  These,  with  all  the  proaiiB<|| 
points  of  land  and  sites,  appropriate  for  fort|B^ 
lions  to  defend  the  Sute  against  iov^*^"-.?!! 
and  for  a  long  time  previous  to  the  war  had  t)«^  > 
in  the  exclusive  possession  of  the  Uoit^  Sui 
The  State,  therefore,  had  no  authority  or  joi^ 
diction  over,  nor  even  to  enter  them,  for  *°f  ^ 
pose ;  much  less  to  assume  the  defeace  of  u> 
territury,  through  these  means.  „. 

One  great  and  principal  object  of  the  ^ 
tution  was  to  provide  by  this  Goveraoeot  for 
common  defence,  and,  by  the  power  and  resoQ[^ 
of  ail  the  Sutes,  to  protect  each  agaiostion^  | 

The  preamble  declares:  •*  We,  the  peop<«" 

*  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  m/^^jj, 

*  feet  union,  establish  justice,  insure  doDi<^ 
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'  tranqutUitf,  provide  for  the  cominoti  defence, 
'  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  bies- 
^  sin^s  of  iibertf  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do 
'  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution.''  Fur 
this  end,  the  Slates  surrendered  the  principal 
lources  of  revenue,  over  which  they,  previously, 
had  uncomrolled  dominion. 

*'  The  Congress  shall  have  power — to  lay  and 
^  collect  taxes,  duties,  imnosts,  and  excises,  to  pay 
'  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common  defence,'' 
"  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
t  States." 

Here  are  ample  resources,  and  means  eommen* 
rarate  to  the  duties  the  United  States  were  en- 
joined and  undertook  to  perform.  * 

This  cannot  be  denied  by  the  men  now  in  pow- 
er ;  for  they  abolished  many  taxes,  in  full  and 
productive  operation,  at  the  time  they  received 
ihe  Government. 

Power  was  also  granted  to  raise  and  support 
every  kind  of  force  necessary  to  insure  the  com- 
mon defence,  and  to  protect  the  States  against 
invasion,  viz:  ''To  raise  and  support  armies." 
"To  provide  and  maintain  a  Navy."  To  exer- 
'  ercise  exclusive  legislation  over  all  places  pur- 
'  chased  by  the  consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  the 
'  States  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erec« 
'  tioo  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock  yards,  and 
'  other  needful  buildings." 

The  several  States,  having  surrendered  their 
own  resources,  and  afforded  such  ample  provision 
for  the  common  defence,  left  no  doubt  of  the  par- 
amount duty  in  the  United  States  to  perform  it 
punctually  and  faithfully. 

In  the  present  war,  they  are  without  excuse,  if 
this  be  not  fully  and  perfectly  done;  fur  the  war 
was  of  their  own  choice;  they  made  it,  and  at 
their  own  time. 

The  several  States  received  from  the  United 
States  a  solemn  obligation,  that  they  would  pro- 
tect each  against  invasion.  "The  United  States 
'  guarantee  to  every  State  a  Republican  form  of 
^Uovernment,  and  shall  protect  each  of  them 

*  azainst  invasion." 

If  anything  were  wanting  to  show  the  sacred- 
ness  of  this  duty  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
absolute  reliance  which  the  States  entertained  of 
its  complete  performance,  it  is  to  be  found  in 
the  restrictions  and  privations  which  the  several 
States  imposed  on  themselves. 

"No  State  shall  grant  letters  of  marque  and 
-  reprisal.    No  Sute  shall,  without  the  consent  of 

*  Congress,  lay  any  imposts,  or  duties  on  imports 
'  or  exports,"  except,  dbe.  '*  No  State  shall,  with- 
^  out  the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  duty  of 
'  tonnage,  keep  troops  or  ships  of  war,  in  time  of 

*  peace,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with 
'  another  State,  or  with  a  foreign  Power,  or 
'  en^ge  in  a  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or 
'  in  such  imminent  danger  as  will  not  adroit  of 
»  delay." 

Having  thus  surrendered  all  the  pecuniary  re- 
sources, necessary  to  provide  the  means  of  defence, 
and  also  the  right  to  raiAca  force  requisite  to  this 
end,  the  several  States  did  rely,  and  were  justified 
in  relying,  with  perfect  confidence,  for  complete 


protection  and  defence,  on  the  (Government  of 
the  United  States. 

No  one  will  pretend  that  such  defence  has  been 
afforded  to  all  the  States  in  the  Union.  Massa- 
chusetts has  been  entirely  abandoned.  The  men 
raised  there  for  the  regular  Army  have  been 
marched  out  of  the  State. 

Within  a  month  after  the  declaration  of  war, 
the  Governor  of  that  Sute  was  informed,  by  di- 
rection of  the  President,  that  the  regular  troops 
were  all  ordered  from  the  seacoast ;  and  his  threat, 
if  intended  as  such,  was  instantly  executed.  Thus, 
the  moment  the  United  States  had  placed  the 
country  in  a  situation  to  require  defence,  and 
which  it  was  their  duty  to  provide,  they  wantonly 
took  away  the  only  force  which  could  afford  it. 

It  may  be  said,  that  the  President  called  forth 
the  militia,  in  June  and  July,  1813,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  the  defence,  and  protecting  the 
State  against  invasion,  and  the  Governor  refosed 
to  obey  the  requisition.  On  the  12th  June,  1813, 
the  President,  by  his  Secretary  of  War,  reqaesfed 
Governor  Strong  to  order  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  requisition  of  General 
Dearborn,  such  parts  of  the  militia  as  the  General 
might  deem  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  sea- 
coast ;  and,  on  the  33d  June,  the  same  General 
informed  the  Governor  that  war  was  declared 
against  Great  Britain,  and  requested  forty-one 
companies  for  the  defence  of  the  ports  and  har- 
bors in  Massachusetts,  and  the  harbor  of  New- 
port, in  Rhode  Island. 

The  Governor  of  a  State  is  obliged  to  comply 
with  every  requisition  of  the  United  States  for 
militia,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution.  He  is  equally  bound,  by  his 
duty  to  the  States,  to  refrain  from  calling  them 
forth  for  purposes  not  within  these  provisions. 

The  only  ca»es  which  authorize  a  call  for  the 
militia  of  the  several  States,  to  act  against  an  en- 
emy, is  to  repel  invasion. 

The  President,  neither  by  himself  nor  any  of 
his  officers,  ever  pretended  that  this  ease  existed, 
at  the  time  the  requisition  was  issued.  The  re- 
quisition was  madcexpressly  for  the  defence  of 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  that  State  and  of  Rhode 
Island. 

The  militia  is  a  force  which  belongs  to  the  sev- 
eral States  respectively  and  exclusivelv,nnd  is  so 
recognised  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  Government  of  the  United  States 
is  a  Government  of  limited  authorities,  and  has  no 
other  powers  than  what  are  granted  by  the  Con- 
stitution. A  power  to  call  forth  the  militia  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence,  or  to  protect 
against  invasion,  is  nowhere  granted  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  express  terms.  All  the  authority 
over  the  militia  delegated  to  the  United  States,  is 
to  call  them  forth  to  repel  invasion,  to  execute 
the  laws,  and  to  suppress  insurrection.  The  Uni- 
ted States  are  bound  to  provide  for  the  common 
defence. 

To  repel  invasion  is  included  in  the  doty  of 
providing  for  the  common  defence  j  and  as  inva- 
sion may  be  sudden,  even  in  time  of  profound 
peace,  and  befoi«  the  United  States  can  bring 
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thetr  forces  to  meet  an  OBexpeeled  atuek,  the 
militia  of  the  several  States  is  granted  to  tke  Uai- 
ted  €Uates,  from  the  neeetsiljr  of  the  ease,  as  the 
means  by  which  thef  may  provide  for  the  com* 
moo  defence  ia  such  particular  iostaoce. 

If  the  United  Slates  have  aathoritjr  to  call  forth 
the  militia,  for  the  ordinary  pnrpoees  of  war,  for 
the  common  defence,  or  for  protection  against 
mrasion,  under  any  of  the  general  powers  granted, 
such  as  that  to  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
there  would  have  heeo  no  necessity  for  the  spe- 
cial clause  authorising  Congress  to  provide  for 
ealliog  them  forth,  to  repel  invasion  ;  for  repelling 
invasion  is  uodouhtedly  one  part  of  the  duty  of 
pBOvidiog  lor  the  common  defence. 

If  it  were  the  intent  of  the  Constitution  to  gmnt 
10  the  United  States,  expressly,  a  power  over  the 
militia  for  protection  against  invasioo,  it  would 
have  declared  that  for  such  purposes  the  (Jnilcd 
States  might  call  forth  the  militia,  or  it  would 
have  mid,  to  protect  agtinst,  or  repd  invasion. 
And  eflpccially  in  the  cUuse  which  enjoins  on  the 
United  Sutes  the  duly  of  protecting  each  Sute 
against  invasion,  the  Constitution  would  have 
declared,  and  that,  for  this  purpose,  the  United 
Sc&tesshall  eall  forth  the  militia.  Nosuch  words, 
no  such  grants,  are  made  in  this  instrument.  If, 
thetefore,  the  authority  of  the  United  States  to 
nail  forth  the  militia,  to  protect  the  ports  and  har* 
borsof  a  State,  be  granted,  it  must  be  by  the  terms 
to  repel  invasion.  Common  defence  includes  all 
the  means  by  which  a  nation  may  be  guarded, 

Kiteeted,  defended,  and  secured  against  danger, 
th  in  war  and  in  peace. 

To  repel  invasion,  is  only  one  particular  and 
epecific  act  providing  for  the  common  defence. 
It  is  contrary  to  common  sense,  as  well  as  to  all 
the  rules  of  logic,  to  my  that  a  specific  power  or 
daty  includes  the  general  power,  or  duly,  of  which 
il  is  a  part ;  it  is  to  say,  that  a  part  contains  the 
whole. 

To  repel  invasion,  is  to  drive  back  and  vmist 
that  which  has  already  happened.  To  protect 
against  invasion  is  to  prevent  its  happening,  to 
itottreagaiast  its  esisteoceu  The  one  act  is  against 
an  event  that  has  occurred— the  other  is  to  insure 
and  guard  against  the  occurrence  of  such  an  event. 

To  protect  against  invasion,  is  to  erect  fortres- 
aea^  to  have  them  well  manned,  and  supplied  with 
■U  requisite  stores,  ya  provide  and  equip  ships  of 
war,  to  have  an  army  and  navy  well  organized 
and  diaciplined,  in  peace  and  in  war.  To  repel 
invasion  is  one  specific  act  of  war,  against  ano- 
ther act  of  the  like  character. 

To  repel  invasion  is  one  part  of  the  doty  of 
piovidii^  for  the  common  defence,  and  for  this 
pta  a  particular  force  is  granted.  To  m]r  that  a 
graat  of  this  force,  for  this  special  service,  in- 
cludes a  grant  of  the  mme  force  for  the  purposes 
of  proieeijon  and  defence,  is  to  say,  that  a  grant 
&r  one  par  pose  is  a  grant  for  another,  and  for 
every  purpose,  and  that  the  grant  of  a  limited,  is 
the  grant  of  a  general  authority.  This  would  be 
both  illogical  and  irrational.  And  if  under  the  lim- 
itniions,  which  were  intended  to  control  the  pow- 
en  granted  to  the  Government  of  the  United 


Stales,  and  eepceially  onder  the  espreas  Umitatam 
r'ai  **that  powen  not  delegated  to  the  Untid 
'  States,  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  i\ 
'  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  Smces,  or  la 
'  the  people,''  such  cooatruction  may  be  adopicA 
there  remains  no  aeeurity  for  any  right  reserve^ 
to  the  States,  or  to  the  people. 

However  eonclosive  this  rwsoning  may  be.  ii 
is  Bot  to  be  presumed  that,  after  the  surdes  oi 
power  in  which  the  spirit  of  party  has  indalged^ 
It  will  have  any  efieet  on  those  who  direct  the 
ailairs  of  this  country.  I  will,  sir,  however,  leUrr 
to  opinions  and  authorities  in  confiranation  d 
what  has  been  advanced,  that  to  owny  gentlemcB 
did  not  formally  admit  either  of  exeeptlcMi  or 
appeal. 

These  are  to  be  foond  ia  the  tesoUitioas  aad 
aiguments  of  the  Legislature  of  Viripaia,  and  of 
Mr.  Madison,  one  of  that  Legislature,  in  the  yean 
1799  and  1800-^1  refer  the  Senate  to  tlie  third 
resolution  passed  by  that  body,  and  framed  by  the 
pen  of  the  President,  in  the  words  following : 

•«8,  ffesohed,  That  this  AMessUy  ds(h  ^xpSdOj 
and  persmplorflNr  dedars,  Aat  it  visws  the  powm 
of  the  FodwslGisveffnaMat,asi«salliBgfiem  tbeesa- 
paetto  whkh  ths  Staiss  sie  psrtiss,  sabattttad  by  the 
and  mfessMtion  ef  ths  insti 


plain 

mg  that  eaa^pacl»as»»laith8rvalsd[  than  theyaiesa- 
thoriaad  byths  grants  ennawmlsd  in  that  conliact; 
and  that  in  case  ef  a  dsHhsffsls,  pa^whlis  and  dangw^ 
aarciss  of  sihsg  pewsssy  nst  gnaled  by  the  asid 
pactt  the  Stales  who  aie  parties  Iheeelo  havs  a 
light  and  are'  in  doty  bsnad  Is  inlsnMM,  for  amstiBf 
the  progress  of  the  evil,  and  for  mslnrsiniag  within 
their  lespoOite  liasits  this  anlbQiitas%  rights^  and  liber- 
ties appertaining  to  them." 


•His  said, that Osngiam  aia> by  Ihe Comtitntiaa, 
to  protect  each  State  against  invasion,  and  that  tin 
msaas  of  prevenliBg^am  indadodia  the  power  of  pro- 
teetioo  agaioft  it." 

*  no  power  of  war  ia  gansal  having  bean  before 
gianlsd  bf  the  Conslilntioa,  this  Haass  most  either  be 
a  mere  spectfieatien,  for  gveater  motion  and  certain^, 
of  which  there  are  other  examples  in  the  Constitntaon, 
or  be  the  inittnetisn  of  a  da^«  snpermddod  to  a  grant 
of  power.  Ondsr  either  egplsnatioo,  it  cannot  enlaife 
the  powen  of  OongreaB  on  the  snbjecL  The  power 
and  duty  to  protect  each  State  against  sn  invadira 
enemy  would  be  the  B&me»  under  the  general  powers,  if 
this  regard  to  gveater  eantion  had  bean  omttlod.'* 

**Ittvaaion  is  an  ^wration  of  war.  To  prstoel 
sgalnst  invasion  isan  exercim  ef  dm  power  of  war.  A 
powoTt  thmidbm,  imt  inridani  te  war,  cannot  be  inei- 
dent  la  a  partieolar  modiftratian  ef  war.  And  ae  the 
rsamvalrf alien  fiisnds  has  sppeswd  to  bono  inddent 
to  a  general  stals  ef  war»  it  esnnot  be  incident  to  a 
nartiol  stale,  or  to  a  aartiBnlar  nMidifieatiea  of  war.*' 

**  Nor,  can  it  ever  be  granmd,  that  a  power  to  act 
on  a  oaae^  whsn  it  actosDy  eocon.  incMee  a  power 
over  an  the  means  that  may  tend  to  prevent  the  oocar- 
renoe  of  the  caee.  Such  a  latitude  of  eonotraction 
would  render  naavailing  every  practieable  definition  of 
limited  powere."— [See  proeesdings  in  the  House  of 
DelegatSB,  of  Virginia,  on  the  7th  Jannaiy,  1800,  oa 
the  rroolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Decembw 
91, 1798.] 

If  the  ohservatioBs  which  I  have  made  are 
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:  founded  in  irath,  and  justified  by  the  Coostita* 

tioo,  the  folJowtng  positions  are  establishedi  viz : 

Thai  the  United  States  have  no  right  to  call 

,  on  the  seTeral  States  for  the  militia,  to  perform 

.  any  act  of  war,  bat  to  repel  inyasioo. 

Thai  to  defend  the  ports  and  harbors  of  Mas* 

sachosetts  and   Rhode  Island,  the  purpose  for 

;  which   the  militia  was  required  in  1812,  is  not 

within  the  power  delegated  by  the  Constitutioo. 

to  provide  tor  calling  forth  the  militin  to  repel 

invasion. 

In  the  case  alluded  to  in  1812,  it  was  not  de- 

^  elared  by  the  President,  nor  even  pretended  by 

'  his  officers,  that  any  invasion  .^ was  made.     In 

\  fact,  no  invasion  was  attempted  until  two  years 

after  this  time.    If  the  United  States  had  no  au* 

.  thority  to  make  the  fecjuisition,  (he  Qovetnor 

^'  would  have  betrayed  his  duty  to  the  State,  in 

\  complying  with  the  demand. 

That  the  Uoited  Slates  had  no  such  authority, 
;   I  think  evident  from  the  examination  that  has 
been  made  of  the  powers  delegated  bv  the  Con- 
stitution.   And  the  Slate  of  MMsaehusetts,  in- 
-   stead  of  being  a  just  object  of  censure,  by  the 
United  Stales,  has  a  well  founded  complaint 
'  against   their  (Government,  for  an  attempt  to 
I    usurp  her  rights  and  invade  her  prerogatives. 

A  question  has  sometimes  been  suggested, 
I  whether  the  Gbvernor  of  a  State  has  a  right  to 
jadge  if  the  requisition  be  within  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution.  A  little  reflection  on  the 
nature  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  a  State,  and  of  the  relation  in  which  the 
Supreme  Escntive  of  the  latter  stands  to  the 
Uoited  SMties,  and  to  the  citizens  of  his  particu- 
lar Siuie,  will  show  that  he  is  obliged  to  ai- 
amine,  if  tbe  cnse  Dor  whieh  the  requisition  is 
made  be  within  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
and  if  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  deeiared  ai« 
manifestly  noi  within  the  powers  deli^^ted  by 
that  instrument,  to  withhold  a  compliance. 

The  Gk>vernmept  of  the  United  Slates  can  ex^ 
ercise  no  powers  not  granted  by  the  Constitution, 
and  so  finr  as  this  €k>vernment  ean  support  sacb 
as  it  claims  on  this  charter,  it  is  sovereign,  and 
has  no  other  control  than  its  own  discretion. 

The  government  of  the  several  States  is  equally 
sovereign,  with  respect  to  every  power  of  an  in- 
dependent Bute,  iriiich  it  has  not  delegated  by 
the  same  instmment  to  tlie  United  States,  or 
which  is  not  thereby  prohibited  to  the  several 
States.  It  is,  also,  a  sacred  duty  of  the  Gbvern- 
meot  of  the  severs!  States,  to  preserve  unimpaired 
every  right  and  authority  retained  by  the  State, 
either  in  its  cormrate  capacity  or  for  its  individ- 
ual citizens.  Whether  the  militia,  the  peculiar 
force  of  the  several  Stales,  aod  that  which  is  to 
protect  end  defend  every  right  and  power  they 
possess,  is  called  forth  by  the  Uoited  Slates  ac- 
cordiog  to  the  provisioDs  which  they  made,  in 
delegating  to  this  Gh>veromeDt  its  powers,  most  of 
necessity  be  a  question  betweea  two  sovereign  in- 
dependent Governments, aod  oo  which  there  is  no 
tribuoal  authorized  to  judge  between  them.  And 
if  the  Qoverners,  who  are  cofflmanders-in-chtef 
of  the  militia  of  the  several  States,  should  sur« 


render  this  force  to  the  United  States,  in  a  caee 
not  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  they  would 
betray  the  trust  confided  to  them  by  the  ciiiasens  of 
their  States.  They  must,  therefore,  examine  the 
case  when  called  upon,  and  decide  according  to 
their  duty,  as  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  Uoited  States,  and  that  of  their  particular 
Siaie,  shall  demand. 

Grenenl  Cushing,  while  superintendent  of  the 
military  district  in  which  Bussachusetts  is  sit- 
uated, informed  Governor  Strong,  that  he  ex- 
g*cted  an  order  from  the  President  of  the  Untied 
tales,  to  request  a  detachment  of  militia  for  the 
defence  of  the  seacoast,  and  particularly  of  Bos- 
ton. That  he  had  not  more  troops  than  sufficient 
to  man  one  of  the  forts,  aud  proposed  that  one 
should  be  occupied  by  the  militia,  and  that,  while 
out,  they  should  be  subject  to  the  commai»d  of  no 
officer  of  the  Uoited  States,  except  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  district.  The  Governor  acceded  to 
the  proposal. 

General  Dearborn  shortly  after  superseded 
General  Cushiog,  and  on  the  8th  July,  by  order 
of  the  President,  aod  in  confirmation  of  the  ex- 
pectation of  Brigadier  General  Cushing,  request- 
ed a  deiaehment  of  eleven  hundred  militia  to 
ocenpf  the  forts  and  harbor  of  Boston. 

Governor  Strong,  although  under  no  Coostitu- 
tional  obligation  to  call  forth  the  militia  for  the 
purposes  required,  yet,  seeing  the  forlorn  condi- 
tion of  the  country,  the  vast  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  in  the  navy  yard,  a  ship-of-the»iine 
nearly  completed,  and  a  frigate,  all  abandoned  by 
the  Government  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  at  the 
same  time  that  these  offered  to  him  great  temp- 
u lions  to  attack  and  destroy  the  capital  of  the 
State  and  ito  eavirons,  and  feeling  authorized  by 
the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts, deuched  the  militia,  in  confidence  that  the 
agreement  made  with  General  Cushing  would 
be  fulfilled. 

At  the  end  of  their  term  of  service  these  men 
were  offered  an  o  a  current  and  depreciated  paper, 
as  their  only  compensation. 

la  the  beginning  of  September,  General  Dear- 
born notified  the  Governor  that  the  enemy  had 
taken  possession  of  a  considerable  part  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  and  requested  a  detach- 
ment of  the  militia  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
and  defending  such  paru  or  that  State,  aod  New 
Hampshire,  as  were  not  in  the  occupation  of  tkm 
enemy. 

Such  complaints  aod  objections  bad  arisen  in 
executing  the  order  of  July,  that  the  Governor, 
although  he  Issued  an  order  for  troops,  found 
himself  obliged  to  place  the  detachment  under 
the  command  of  a  major  general  of  the  militia. 

The  Governor  immediately  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  requesting  to  know 
from  the  President  if  the  expenses,  thus  neces- 
sarily incurred  for  the  protection  of  the  Stale^ 
would  be  ultimately  reimbursed  lo  that  State  by 
the  United  Sutes. 

The  answer  was,  that  if  the  force  thus  pni  into 
service  bv  the  Goveroor  h*d  been  required  by 
General  Dearborn,  or  received  by  him,  ••*  P«^ 
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under  bis  eommaiid,  the  expenses  attending  it 
woaid  be  defraved  by  the  United  States.  If 
other  wise,  in  eitner  of  these  narticnlars,  the  Uni- 
ted States  were  not  chargeable  with  the  expense. 
Here  is  a  distinct  and  plain  case,  in  which  the 
United  States  had  neglected  that  protection 
which  they  were  expressly  bound  to  afford  the 
State,  and  thereby  occasioned  the  loss  of  a  filth 

girt  of  iu  territory  ;*  and  then  called  upon  the 
tate  itself  to  protect  the  remaining  territory. 
The  State  obeyed  the  call,  and  reserved  only 
that  right  which  the  Constitution,  in  express 
terms,  reserved,  viz :  the  appointment  of  officers 
to  command  the  militia  required ;  and  the  United 
Slates  say  this  expense  must  be  borne  by  the 
State,  and  that  they  will  not  reimburse  the 
amouoi,  because  the  militia  is  not  placed  nnder 
the  command  of  an  officer  of  the  United  Siates.t 

For  this  act  of  injustice,  for  this  neglect  of 
duty  in  the  United  States  towards  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  for  this  abandonment  of  its  terri- 
tory to  the  violence  of  the  enemy,  I  have  never 
heard  the  smallest  apology. 

I  forbear  to  mention  the  rights  of  the  State, 
the  necessity  to  which  this  wanton  abandonment 
by  those  who  ought  to  protect  them  may  redace 
the  inhabitants.  The  laws  of  self-preservation, 
and  of  nature,  confirmed  by  that  or  nations,  af- 
ford the  rule  for  any  member  of  a  confederacy 
thus  deserted  and  forsaken, 

I  most  earnestly  hope,  that  although  cruelly 
deserted  by  the  Qovernment,  which  contrary  to 
their  entreaties  brought  them  into  ibis  perilous 
condition,  that  citizens  of  the  country  may  be 
able  to  defend  themselves.  They  will  do  all  that 
men  can  do  under  their  cireumsiaoees.  But  I 
am  confident,  that  if  this  tax  be  collected  there, 
and  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  exclusive  support  and  defence  of  others, 
they  will  be  destitute  of  the  means  of  making 
any  adequate  resistance.  I  cannot,  therefore, 
vote  for  this  bill. 

The  present  year  the  Commonwealth  has  ex- 

Smded  more  than  (700,000  in  her  own  defence, 
he  is  now  called  on  by  this  bill  for  9632,041,  to 
defend  other  parts  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States;  and  her  citizens,  more  exposed  than  any 
other,  are  left  to  provide  for  their  own  defence. 

They  who  calculated  on  the  ability  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  pay,  from  the  exactness  and  punctuM- 


*  There  were,  at  the  attack  and  captnrs  of  Casttae, 
Iwenty-eight  men  and  a  Lieutenant  in  ths  fort.  This 
was  all  the  protection  for  one  of  the  most  important 
harbors  and  riYers  of  the  United  States,  and  a&rding 
the  best  situation  for  a  naval  depot  for  Great  Britain. 

tin  the  military  district,  No.  1,  which  includes  New 
Hampthire  and  Massachusetts,  there  were  less  than  one 
Ifaoasand  three  hundred  men.  These  were  scattered 
over  an  extensive  tract  of  country.  In  the  fortt,  in 
Boston  haibor,  there  were  not  two  hundred  and  sixty 
men,  and  in  the  «>ther  forts  in  the  State  a  very  small 
corps,  inadequate  to  any  defence.  There  was,  how- 
ever, a  Major  General,  a  Brigadier  General,  and  several 
Colonels.  In  no  one  place  were  there  men  enough  to 
ceaeUlule  a  colonel'a  command. 


ity- which  she  has  heretofore  observed  io  the  dis^ 
charge  of  taxes,  will  recollect,  that  her  facolt} 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Treasury,  eren  is 
times  the  most  prosperous,  arose  principally  froia 
the  daring  enterprise,  unrivalled  industry,  an^ 
rigid  economy  of  the  inhabitants;  that  ber  re^ 
sources  are  now  annihilated,  and  ahe  is  borac 
down  by  obloquy,  insult,  and  oppression. 

They  who  have  observed  the  patienee  where- 
with she  has  submitted  to  see  the  public  trrmsnrc 
squandered,  to  purchase  slanders  against  ber  cit- 
izens, and  notwithstanding  a  complete  failore  by 
the  full  confession  of  the  hireling,  that  these  cit- 
izens were  so  far  beyond  all  temptatioo  as  not 
even  to  be  approached  for  dishonorable  purposes. 
baa  been  subjected  to  the  most  degrading  insiso- 
atioBs,  from  the  first  authority ;  who  hare  wit- 
nessed all  the  resources  of  her  wealth,  all  tbe 
means  of  her  industry,  the  object  of  anafaaiiiif 
persecution  from  the  Go  vera  meat,  and  her  pos- 
sessions coldly  and  expressly  abaadoaed,  by  the 
same  authority,  to  the  deprcdstioos  and  seizure 
of  the  enemy,  may  conceive  that  taxes  like  thew 
will  still  be  paid  for  the  exclusive  proteetioa  of 
others ;  but  if  gentlemen  will  only  condescend  to 
view  the  people  of  this  country  as  tbeir  breihrca. 
as  freemen,  as  men,  they  must  come  to  the  coa- 
elusion,  that,  had  they  the  means,  they  could  not 
possibly  have  the  will. 
When  Mr.  Goaa  had  concluded— 
The  question  was  taken,  Shall  this  hill  pass? 
and  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  23,  aayt 
7,  as  follows : 

Ybss — MessTk  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Chaoe,  Condit,  Daggett,  Fromentin,  Gaillar^  Ger- 
man, Giles,  Hunter,  Kerr,  Lacoek*  Monow,  Bsberts, 
Smith,  Tail,  Taylor,  Turner,  Walker*  and  WhaitMi. 

Nats— MessTi.  Dana,  Uoie,  Horsey,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son, Vaman^  and  Weils. 

So  it  was  RemAved^  That  this  bill  pass. 


FaioAT,  January  6. 

Mr.  RoBiara  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Blliot,  of  the  City  of  Washiogtoa,  praying  the 
examination  of  a  floating  battery  which  he  hu 
invented  for  the  protection  of  the  coasts  and  wa- 
ters of  the  United  States,  as  is  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Department  of  Navy,  to  consider  aad 
report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "Aa 
act  providing  for  the  indemaification  of  certain 
claimants  of  the  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Lacock,  from  the  committee  appointed 
October,  4,  1814,  to  consider  the  subject,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  report  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations fur  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public 
buildings  within  the  City  of  Washmgton ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  lo  a  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smitb, 

Betolved^  That  the  Mes>age  of  the  Presideot 

of  the  United  States,  of  2d  instant,  together  with 

the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  there- 

I  with  communicatedi  containing  a  statement  of 
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the  proeeediDffs  aoder  the  ''Act  to  regulate  (he 
laying  out  and  makiog  a  road  from  Cumberland, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  Slate  of  Ohio,'' 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Smith,  Moreow,  and 
Kino,  be  the  committee. 

The  Prbbident  communicated  a  report  of  the 
acting  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Navy,  on 
the  expenditure  and  af^lication  of  monevs  drawn 
from  the  Treasury,  from  the  first  of  October,  1813, 
to  the  30th  September,  1814,  inclusive ;  and  of 
the  unexpended  balances  of  former  appropriations 
remainiiig  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1813;  alM)  a  report,  comprehending  contracts 
made  by  the  Navy  Department,  during  the  years 
1813  and  1814,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  act 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1809,  entitled  ''An  act  further 
to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  estaMisbment 
and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War  and  Navy 
Departments ;"  and  the  reports  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WhoJe,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  this  services  of  volunteers  who  may  as- 
sociate and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  their 
services  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,*' 
together  with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto ; 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended*  the  President 
reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ? 
it  was  unanimouslv  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  27,  as  follows : 

YsiLs — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Chace,  Condit,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
German,  Gore,  Horsey,  Kerr,  King,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Vamnm,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  5th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Naval  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  naval  school ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  mi- 
litia and  volunteer  soldiers  who  shall  die  or  be 
killed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;"  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnuii,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second  Monday 
in  March  nest. 


SATuanAT,  JairtMiry  7. 

Mr.  Giles  presented  the  petition  of  Littleburg 
£.  Stain  back  and  others,  of  the  town  of  Peters- 
burg, joint  owners  of  the  privateer  called  the 
Roger,  praying  a  special  circuit  court  may  be 
ordered  for  the  district  of  North  Carolina,  for 
reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  petition ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  con- 
sider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise; 
and  Messrs.  Giles,  Turner,  and  Mason,  were 


accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  asso- 
ciate and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  their  ser* 
vices  to  the  Gtovemmenc  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  the  blanks 
were  filled. 

Reioloed,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  title  was  amended, 
to  insert,  aAer  ^^  services,"  the  words  ^  State 
troops  and ;"  and  to  strike  out  from  the  word 
"  volunteers,"  to  the  end  thereof. 

A  Messaffe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
conference  proposed  by  the  Senate  and  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill;  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  ^oods,  wares^  ana 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
States,"  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
pan.  They  recede  from  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  Dili,  entitled 
^An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintain- 
ing the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  house- 
hold furniture^  on  horses  kept  exclusively  for  the 
saddle  or  carnage,  and  on  gold  and  silver  wares," 
so  far  as  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conference. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  managers  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  re- 
ported : 

**  That  the  Senate  do  recede  frum  their  amendments 
ceneeming  the  rates  of  duties  on  household  furniture ; 
and, 

«  That  die  Hoase  of  Representatives  do  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  all  the  other  amendments  made 
m  the  Seaale  to  the  bill." 

On  motiott,  by  Mr.  Qilbs,  that  the  said  bill,  to- 
gether with  the  report  of  the  conferees,  be  post- 
poned to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next ;  it 
was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  8,  nays  21| 
as  follows : 

fxAS— Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Giles,  Gore,  Hunter, 

Msw>n,  Smith,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Bledsoe,  Brown, 
Chace,  Condit,  Fromentin,  Gaillaid,  German,  Laoock, 
Lambert,  Menrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

On  the  question.  Will  the  Senate  concur  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference  ?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative.    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  so  far  recede  from 
their  amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned, 
as  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  employed,  one 
or  more  floating  batieries.  for  the  defence  of  the 
waters  of  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as 


appointed  the  committee 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  |  amended.  ,    ,  .  . 

to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  I     The  bill  making  appropriations  for  repairing 
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or  rebuildiDg  the  pablic  baildiogs  within  the  City 
of  WashiogtoD,  was  read  the  second  time ;  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  nezL 


Monday,  Janaary  9. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Kid,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  certain 
bonds  given  by  him  on  merchandise  imported 
into  the  United  States,  which  had  been  consign- 
ed by  Samuel  Goppv,  a  subject  of  Great  Britain, 
to  a  nouse  in  Philadelphia,  and  by  him  innocently 
purchased,  may  be  cancelled,  for  reasons  therein 
stated  I  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on by  bill  or  otherwise  \  and  Messrs.  Robbht8, 
Cbace,  and  Kbbb,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Philadelphia,  in  faror 
of  general  and  uniform  regulations  of  the  estates 
of  insolvents;  and  praying  a  law  may  pass  on 
that  subject,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition, 
which  was  read. 

The  Pbesident  communicated  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Repre* 
sentatives  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
the  apjpoiniroent  of  an  additional  jodae  for  that 
part  or  the  Territory  lying  east  of  Pearl  river, 
for  reasons  therein  stated  ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and 
Messrs.  Bbowm,  Bibb,  and  Cbacb,  were  appoint- 
ed the  comraiitee. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  em- 
ployed, one  or  more  floating  batteries,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  was  read 
a  third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  unanimous  consent,  by  adding  thereto  a  new 
section. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  authorizioff  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped, 
and  employed^  one  or  more  floating  batteries,  for 
the  defence  oi  the  waters  of  the  United  States." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana, 

RemAved^  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  militia,  be 
instructed  to  inauire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing provision,  by  law,  that  there  shall  be  one 
Colonel,  one  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  one  Major, 
to  each  regiment  consisting  of  two  battalions  of 
militia. 

On  motion,  by  Mr*  Varndm,  a  member  was 
added  to  the  committee  on  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  re- 
lates to  the  militia,  in  place  of  Mr.  Wobthino- 
TON ;  and  Mr.  Dana  was  elected. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz  and  others; 
and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


which  bill  they  request  the  coocurreDce  of  tlK 
Senate.  They  have  also  passed  the  bill  which 
originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  net  to  id* 
corporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,"  with  -amendments ;  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amead- 
ments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill  last  mentioned;  and,  on  motion,  bf  Mr. 
Smith,  they  were  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consist  of  ^w%  members,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  Bibb,  ANDEasoN, 
GiLBB;  and  Vabnum,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fbombntin,  the  bill  last 
mentioned,  as  amended  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  ose 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  wis 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ay 
propriations  for  repairinjf  or  rebuilding  the  pobli 
buildings  within  the  city  of  Washington  ;  aad 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  considermtioi 
thereof  was  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representative 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  prohibit  intercourse 
with  the  enemy,  and  for  other  purposes; 


Tubbdat,  January  10. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  prohibit  inter- 
course with  the  enemy,  and  for  other  purposes,'^ 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
corooiittee  to  whom  were  referred,  on  the  I4th 
October,  the  several  communications  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  relating  to  oar 
foreign  affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  two  following  Messages  were  also  received 
from  the  PRBsinENT  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  Htnue  of 

Repre»entaiive»  of  the  Untied  Staie$  .- 

I  oommonicste,  for  the  informatioa  of  Coagrees,  the 
report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  lbs  opermtioB  of 
that  establishment  during  the  last  jear. 

JAMES  MADISOn. 

Jaitvabt  10, 1816. 

To  the  Senate  and  Homse  of 

ReprtHntoHveB  of  the  United  Siaieo.' 

I  transmit  to  Congress  an  aoeount  of  the  ooBtiiig«Bt 
expenses  of  Government  for  the  yoar  one  Ihonsand 
eight  hnndred  and  fowtoen. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Jahdaet  10,  1815. 

The  Messages  and  documenu  therein  referred 
to  were  severalty  read. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  giving  further 
lime  to  complete  the  surveys  and  obtain  the  pat- 
ents for  lands  located  under  Virginia  resolution 
warranu ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Mabon  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 
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Hesolvedf  Thtt  the  Premdent  of  the  United  Steies 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  eause  to  be  stated  to 
the  Senate  the  reasons  which  have  preTonted  the  com- 
manieation  of  the  information  reqaested  by  their  res- 
olation  of  the  9th  of  JNoTember  last. 


Wednbsdat,  January  11. 

Jambs  Barbour,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  ComroooweaUh  of  Virginia, 
to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  tht  decease 
of  Richard  Brent,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Gonnmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public 
buildings  within  the  city  of  Washington  ;  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  positpoaed  to  Friday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  informed  the  Sen- 
ate that  the^  House  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  that  part  of  the  fifth  amendment  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  additional 
reyenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  GoTern- 
ment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, manufactured  within  the  United  States."  to 
insert  ^umbrellas  and  parasols,  if  above  the  value 
of  two  dollars,  eight  per  centum  ad  valorem;'' 
and  that  they  agree  to  the  said  amendment.  They 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled,  ^An  act  for  the  relief 
of  William  H.  Washington ;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Robinson,  and  oth- 
ers;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
James  Doyle;"  also,  a  billj  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  reliefi  of  Jacob  Shinnick  and  ^houllz  and 
Vogeler,  of  .Christian  Chapman,  and  the  legal 
representative  of  John  Calet,  deceased ;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  fiiur  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tatlor,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  to  eon^r  with  the  man- 
agers on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  the  disasreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
bill,  entitlea  '*An  act  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  various  ^oods,  ware«,  and  merchandise^ 
manufactured  within  the  United  States;"  re- 
ported : 

**  Thai  they  had  conferred  on  the  above  snbjecty  and 
thai  the  managers  on  behalf  pf  the  Honse  &[  Repre- 
sentatives have  agreed  to  recommend  to  their  H'  ose^ 
that  they  do  recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  in- 
sertion of  the  following  amendment,  made  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  above-mentioned  bill,  vis :  nmbreUas  and 
parasols,  if  above  the  value  of  two  dollars,  eight  per 
centum  ad  valorem  ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Friday  morning. 

Friday,  January  13. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  amend meots  of  the  House  to  the  bill 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  reported  the  same  with 
a  number  of  amendments. 


[The  amendments  to  tht  amtodmeots  of  the 
House  propose  to  increase  the  fixed  capital  of  the 
Bank  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  to  make  the  capital  consist  of  shares  of  four 
hundred  instead  of  one  hundred  dollars  each; 
that  the  five  millions  proposed  to  be  added  to  the 
capital,  shall  be  added  also  to  the  amount  sub* 
scribable  in  public  debt ;  to  disagree  to  the  prop- 
osition of  the  House  for  striking  out  the  section 
which  authorizes  suspension  of  payments  in  spe- 
cie; to  agree  to  the  section  which  compels  the 
bank  to  commence  its  operations  before  the  first 
day  of  January,  and  to  disagree  to  that  which 
proposes  to  authorize  a  committee  of  Congress  at 
any  time  to  examine  the  books,  4bc.,  and  pre- 
scribes the  course  of  proceeding  in  the  courts 
against  the  bank,  in  case  of  violation  of  iu 
charter.] 

The  consideration  of  this  report  was  postponed 
to  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow* 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Doyle,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Roberts,  Barbour,  and 
Tbompson,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  giving  further  time  to  complete  the 
surveys  and  obtain  the  patenu  for  lands  located 
under  Virginia  resolution  warrants,  was  read  the 
second  time,  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  postix>ned  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  *<Anact  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Washington,"  was  read  the  second  time; 
and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  26th  of  September  last,  the  memo- 
rial of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  £astera 
Branch  Bridge  Company,  to  consider  and  report 
tbereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 
Shinnick,  Shoultz,  and  Vogeler,  of  Christian 
Chapman,  and  the  legal  representative  of  John 
Caief,  deceased,"  was  read  the  second  time;  and 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Doyle,'' 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Robinson  and  others."  was  read  the  second 
time ;  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  WalkbR| 
Morrow,  and  Cbacb,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who 
may  associate  and  organize  themselves,  and  oflfer 
their  services  to  the  Government  of  tne  United 
States,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  ac- 
cept the  services  of  volunteers  who  majf  associate 
and  organize  themselves,  and  off^,  iheir  "c^ices 
to  the  Government  of  the  Unile^l  states;"  and, 
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OB  mofioB,  (hey  weie  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
oee  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
submitted  the  lOth  instant  by  Mr.  BiAoox ;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Robimson,  it  was  agreed  to 
take  the  question  thereon  by  yeas  and  nays ;  and 
on  notion,  by  Mr.  Taylob,  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  tbe  subscribers 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America ;" 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Masok,  tbe  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion 
submitted  the  27tb  December  last ;  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Kmo,  the  farther  consideration  there- 
of was  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bUl  making  ap 
propriations  for  repairing  or  reboildiBg  the  public 
ouiidin|fs  within  the  city  of  Washington ;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Frobbhtin,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  further  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  tbe  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 


Saturoat,  January  14« 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill  giving  farther 
time  to  complete  tbe  surveys  and  obtain  the  pat- 
ents for  lands  located  under  Virginia  resolution 
warrants;  and,  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
their  amendments  to  the  bill,  enutled  "An  act  to 
authorize  tbe  President  of  the  United  States  to  ac- 
cept the  services  of  volunteers  wbo  may  associate 
and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  their  services 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States."  Where- 
upon, 

Retohed,  That  they  agree  to  the  second  and 
fourth  amendments  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  their  amendments  to  the  said  bill,  and 
disagree  to  all  their  other  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reporte<l  by  tbe  committee  to  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
tbe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  preposition 
of  the  committee,  to  wit:  Add  after  tbe  word 
'^  thirty,"  as  often  as  it  occurs,  the  word  **  five :" 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  17, 
nays  14^  as  follows : 

YsAB — ^Messrs,  Anderson,  Bsibour,  Bibb,  Cbace, 
Condit,  Giles,  Kerr,  Lscock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith, 
Tail,  Taylor,  Tamer,  Vamnm,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Nats«— Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dua,  Fromentiny 


GaiUaid,  CSennaB,  Gefe,HensT,  Haaler.  Kiag*  1mm 

bert»  Mason,  Thompaon,  and  Wella. 

Oa  the  question  to  agree  to  tbe  firat  member  < 
the  second  proposition  of  the  committee,  toamei 
the  amendments  of  tbe  House  of  Represent] 
ttves,  to  wit:  strike  out  *'ten,"  and  insert  ^fi 
teen  :"  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yei 
17,  nays  li,  as  follows : 

YsAs-^Messrs.  Aadenoa,  Barbour,  BOtb,  Chao 
Gondii,  Gile%  Kerr,Lacoek,  Monow,  Bobert%  QmM 
Tait,  Taylor,  Tamer,  Vsmum,  Walker*  and  Wbartoi 

Nats— Mossis.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Frtrmwini 


Gaillard,  German,  Oora,  Hontj,  Hoatar,  King,  Lsbb 
bert.  Mason,  Tbompson,  and  Wells. 

After  further  progress,  the  Senate  adjotiraed. 


MoaoAT,  January  16. 

Mr.  QoBfi  presented  a  petition,  signed  by  i 
number  of  tbe  inhabitants  of  tbe  town  ot  Qdiod,  is 
the  District  of  Maine,  remonstrating  against  liM 
transportation  and  opening  of  the  mail  oa  the 
Sabbath ;  and  tbe  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  tk 
26th  ultimo,  several  petitions  on  the  same  a  object, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise 

Mr.  FaoMBNTiN  presented  the  memorial  oi 
Edward  F.  Howell,  and  others,  midshipmen  id 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  remonstratias 
against  the  practice,  which  they  state  has  of  Istc 
obtained,  of  promoting  and  commissioning  saiiiog 
masters  to  the  rank  of  lieutenants  in  the  Nav j  \ 
for  reasons  stated  at  large  in  the  memorial ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflain,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  hy  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  QiLsa,  from  the  Gonu&tttee  oa  Military 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  2d  January  iastant,  reported  the 
following  resolution ;  which  was  read : 

Metahed,  ThatkisiaaipedieattopMsahiUfcrcaU- 
ing  ont  the  aulilia  upon  the  principlss  ef  die  ssid 
resolotien. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Gileb,  a  member  was  added 
to  tbe  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  tbe  S3d 
September,  the  memorial  of  the  President  and 
Directors  of  the  Washington  Bridge  Compaay. 
in  place  of  Mr.  Blbosob  ;  and  Mr.  Maaoii  was 
elected. 

The  bill  givinp^  further  time  to  complete  the 
surveys  and  obtain  the  patents  for  lands  located 
under  Viiginia  resolution  warrants,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 


^^K  OP  TH£  UNITSD  STATEE. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  committee  to  tbe 
amendments  of  tbe  House  of  Represenu lives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  *<An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America." 

On  tbe  question,  to  agree  to  tbe  proposition  of 
tbe  committee,  in  the  60th  and  61st  lines,  to  wtt : 
^  That  tbe  amendmenu  to  the  17th  and  18th  rales 
be  disagreed  to :"  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative—yeas 15,  nays  18,  as  follows : 
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AndenoB,  BiU^  Chaee»  Oondit, 
Howell,  Lacoek,  Morrow,  RolMvtt,  Robinimi,  Smith, 
TTaylor,  Tmner,  ymroum,  Wtlkir,  and  Wharton. 

Nayb — ^Manra.  Barboor,  Brown,  Daggott,  Dana, 
Fromentuiy  Gaillard,  Gonnan,  Gilea,  Oora,  Horaey, 
Hantor»  Karr,  King,  Lambert,  Maaon,  Tait,  Thomp- 
eoB,  and  Wella. 

On  the  queslioQ,  to  agree  to  the  propoaition  of 
the  committee,  lines  64,  and  05,  to  wit:  *<That 
the  amendment  which  proposee  to  strike  out  the 
13th  section  be  disagreed  to:"  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmatiTe— f ens  17,  nays  16|  as  follows : 

YsAB— Measn.  Anderson,  Baibonr,  Bibb,  Chaoe, 
Condit,  Howell,  Laeock,  Morrow,  Boberts,  Robinson, 
Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Yamnm,  Walker,  and 
"Wharton. 

Nats— Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Oaillard,  German,  Gttes,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hanter,  Kerr, 
Kingt  Lambert,  Mason,  Thompeon,  and  WeDs. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  to  strike  out  of  the 
14th  section,  proposed  as  an  amendment  by  the 
House  of  Representati Fes,  after  the  word  **  that," 
in  the  first  line,  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
following : 

**  If  at  any  time  the  said  corporation  shall  exercise 
powers  not  authorised  by  thia  act,  or  refuae  or  neglect 
to  perform  any  of  Uke  stipulations  of  this  act,  ibr  which 
reiusal  or  neglect  penaltiea  are  not  already  provided,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by 
and  with  tiie  consent  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  represent  the  same  to  Gongrsss ;  and  Con- 
gress may,  thereupon,  make  each  proviskm,  by  law,  to 
restrain  such  exerdse  of  aaaathorised  powers,  and  to 
«albroe  the  atipulations,  albresaid,  as  the  nature  of  the 
ease  may  just^  and  vaquire ;  anything  in  diis  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding :  iVostiM  neaer/MlBSi^ 
That  Congress  shall  not  revoke  at  imnair  the  eorpo- 
rate  capacity  of  the  said  Bank,  for  and  during  the  term 
of  —  yean,  by  thia  net  provided,  nor  in  any  manner 
a&ct  or  impair  the  right  and  property  of  the  stockhold- 
ers reepectirely,  in  the  capital  stock  of  said  Bank." 

A  diTiaion  of  the  question  was  called  for  hy 
Mr.  Daggett,  and  it  was  taken  on  striking  out ; 
and  determined  in  the  affirmatiTC— yeas  18,  nays 
15,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  BibK  Chace» 
Condit,  Giles,  Howell,  Laeock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robin* 
son.  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vaiaam,  Walker, 
and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Gaillard,  German,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King, 
Lambert,  Mason,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

On  the  question,  to  insert  the  substitute  pro- 
posed, it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
14,  nays  19,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Andeaon,  Bibb,  Chace,  C<Hidit,  How- 
ell, Kerr,  Laeock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Smith, 
Taylor,  Varnum,  and  Walker. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana, 
Promentitt,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Gm,  Horsey, 
Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  Tait,  Thompaon»  Tur- 
ner, Wells,  and  Wharton. 

Whereupon,  Reaoivedy  That  the  Senate  agree 
to  some,  aud  disagree  to  other  amendments  of 
the  House  of  RepresentatiFes  to  the  bill  last 
mentioned. 


TogSDAT,  January  17. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others ;  and  on  motion,  hy 
Mr.  Smith,  the  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  several  memorials  from 
a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory^  praying  to  be  confirmed  in  the  pos- 
session of  certain  lands  which  they  claim  under 
patents  granted  by  the  British  Qovernment ;  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  memorials;  which  were 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  $  and 
Messrs.  Brown,  Morrow,  and  Taylor,  were  ap* 
pointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Walker,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Rohinson  ad  others,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  <»f  Repreaeatativee 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Houae  hara  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  (o  amend  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  provide  additional  leveaoes  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  QoTernment,  and  maintaia- 
ing  the  public  credit,  bv  laying  a  direct  ux  apoa 
the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  naooiinr 
and  collecting  the  same  f*  and  the  act,  entitlM 
*'An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  OoverniBtat,  and  main- 
taiaing  the  pubiic  credit,  by  laying  duties  on 
household  furniture^  and  on  gold  and  silver 
watches;"  a  bill, entitled  "An  act  sypplementair 
to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  lading  duties  on  li- 
censes to  reuilars  of  wines,  spirituous  liquoi«|  and 
foreign  merchandise,  and  for  other  nurpoeec)"  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorixe  toe  President 
to  raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  rcMal  certain  acts  now  in  force  for  this  par* 
pose ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  further  time 
to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  to  complete  their 
payments;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  regulating 
the  sale  of  reserved  sections  of  land  in  the  State 
of  Ohio ;"  a  bill,  entiCled  '^An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New 
Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  suffered 
by  eartnquakes ;"  a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  attach- 
ing to  the  Canton  district,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
the  tract  of  land  lying  between  the  foot  of  the 
rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Brie,  and  the  Con- 
necticut Western  Reserve ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  James  Hy- 
num ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur^ 
rence  of  the  Senate.  They  insist  on  their  amend- 
ments to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  services  of  toI- 
unteers  who  may  associate  and  organize  them- 
selves, and  offer  their  services  to  the  Gofernment 
of  the  United  Sutes." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Birb, 

Beiohedj  That  the  Senate  insist  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  amendments  inaisted  pa  by  the 
House  of  Representatires  to  th©  bill  l*«t  men- 
tioned, and  ask  a  conference  tli«t^Q. 
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Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bbown,  Bibb,  and  Ma- 
soHy  be  the  managers  at  the  same,  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

The  eight  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Wedmbsoat,  January  18. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  acr,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  to  proWde  additional  rerenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Gk)Ternment,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  bv  laying  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  United  States,  and  to  proTide  for  assess- 
ing and  collection  the  same,"  and  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household 
furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  consist  of  five  members,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Titlob,  Dag- 
gett, CBOWN,  Chacb,  and  Smith,  were  appoint- 
ed the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
Bct,  entitled  *An  act  lajing  duties  on  licenses  to 
retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors  and  foreign 
Boerchandise,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  attaching  to  the  Can- 
ton district,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of 
land  If  ioff  between  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the 
Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  Connecticut  West- 
ern Reserve,"  was  read  the  seeond  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred, 
the  21st  September,  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Indiana  Territory  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  the  rale 
of  certain  reserved  sections  of  land  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  fict  giving  further  time 
to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  to  complete 
their  payments,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  last  mentioned,  to  con- 
aider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  in 
the  Missouri  Territory,  who  suffered  by  earth- 
quakes," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Fromemtin,  Morbow,  and 
Daggett,  wete  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  James  Hyoum,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  last  mention- 
ed^o  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  to  raise  certain  companies  of  rangers 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  repeal  certain  acts  now  in  force  for 
this  purpose,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 


Mr.  Andbbboii,  from  the  committee  to  whoa 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  t^ 
relief  of  Bd  ward  Barry  and  Gkorge  Hodi^es ;  ant 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  seeond  rcadiiig 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  thi 
resolution  reported  the  16th  ioaiaat,  by  the  Con 
mittee  on  Military  Affitirs,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr 
Tati^b,  it  was  recommitted  to  the  Comaiiti« 
00  Military  A£Diirs,  toother  with  the  resolatioi 
of  the  Senate  of  the  2d  instant,  further  to  eonsidei 
and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  Committee  ot 
Military  Affairs  were  discharged  from  thefarthei 
consideration  of  the  resolution  last  meotioQeii 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  21st  September,  on  so  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  U9  re- 
lates to  the  militia,  to  consider  and  r^^rt  thereoa. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lation»,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitJed 
"An  act  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  eoemf 
and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments ;  which  were  read,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Bibb,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Friday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public  build- 
ings within  the  City  of  Washington,  and  on  mo- 
tion, by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  further  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  for  therelief  of  William  Robinson  and  others;" 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  was 
ordered  to  the  third  reading. 


Thubboat,  January  19. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Robinson  and  others,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Barry  and 
George  Hodges  was  read  the  &ecood  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr-  Robebts,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Washington  Bridge 
Company,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  by  a  general  law  for  mak- 
ing compensation  to  inaividuals  whose  property 
may  have  been  destroyed  during  the  wai,  by  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  United  States,  or 
whose  property  may  have  been  occupied  for,  oc 
appropriated  to.  public  purposes. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robebts,  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Shionick,  and  Shouliz  and 
Vogeler,  of  Christian  Chapman,  and  the  legal 
representative  of  John  Calef,  deceased,"  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Fromebtin,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  were  referred  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Navy, 
on  the  petition  of  Bdward  Bland  and  others,  to- 
gether with  the  accompanying  documents,  were 
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discharged  from  the  further  eoosideration  thereof, 
and  the^  were  referred  to  the  said  committee,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Thompson  presented  several  petitions, 
signed  by  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  remonstrating  against  the 
transportation  and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the 
Sabbath ;  and  the  petitions  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred, 
the  26lh  ultimo,  several  petitions  on  the  same 
subject^  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to  the 
conference  proposed  on  the  amendments  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  services  of  vol- 
unteers who  may  associate  and  organize  them- 
selves, and  offer  their  services  to  the  Qovernment 
of  the  United  States,"  and  have  appointed  mana- 
gers on  their  part.  They  have  passed  the  bill  en- 
titled **An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  providiofi^  for  the  indemnification  of  cer- 
tain claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

They  agree  to  some,  and  disagree  to  other 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  their  amendments 
to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America." 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  message  from  the  House  announcing  its  disa- 

Sreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
ill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscrib- 
ers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

[The  state  of  this  question  is  so  intricately  in- 
terwoven with  matters  of  form  and  technicalities, 
that  we  shall,  in  describing  the  questions  which 
came  up  to-day,  disregard  the  mere  form  of  them, 
and  endeavor  to  present  the  substance.] 

The  first  question  was  the  proposition  sent  from 
the  Senate,  to  which  the  Hou.<<e  has  disagreed, 
to  increase  the  capital  of  the  bank  five  millions,  to 
be  subscribable  in  public  stock,  created  since  the 
war. 

On  this  proposition,  Mr.  Bibb  proposed  to  insist. 

This  motiou  was  supported  by  Mr.  Bibb,  Mr. 
Smith,  Mr.  Roberts,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  and  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Barbour,  Mr.  King,  and  Mr.  Giles. 
The  able  debate  turned  principalfy  un  the  merits 
of  the  specie  payment  suspending  section,  (to 
which  also  the  other  House  had  disagreed,)  which 
was  considered  as  intimately  connected  with  the 
question  immediately  before  the  Senate. 

The  first  named  gentlemen  insisted  on  the  ad- 
vantages to  the  Government  from  the  increase 
of  the  capital,  and  also  from  the  proposed  power 
to  suspend  payment  in  specie,  without  which,  it 
was  said,  the  operations  of  the  bank  must,  for 
some  time  at  least,  be  greatly  restricted,  dbc.,  and 
wholly  useless  to  the  Qovernment.  Mr.  Bibb, 
Mr.  Robrrts,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  intimated,  if  the 
Senate  should  yield  these  points  to  the  House, 


that  tbej  should  vote  for  the  indefinita  postpone- 
ment 01  the  bill,  under  the  impression  that  it 
would  be  rather  an  injury  than  a  benefit  to  the 
community  to  pass  it  in  its  present  shape. 

Messrs.  Barbour,  King,  and  Qilbs,  urged  the 
recession  of  the  Senate  from  these  amendments, 
principally  on  the  ground  of  necessary  concession 
(although  the  two  latter  gentlemen  objected  to 
them  on  principle  also)— concessions  which  it  was 
said  the  times  now  more  than  ever  demand.  Mr. 
Barbour,  particularly,  in  an  eloquent  manner 
enforced  the  necessity  of  acting  decisively  on  a 
subject  which  had  so  long  been  pending  between 
the  two  Houses,  and  so  greatlv  interested  the 
feelings  of  the  community*  which  turned  its  eyes 
with  ceaseless  anxiety  on  the  dilatory  proceedings 
of  Congress.  Mr.  Smith,  in  allusion  to  these 
remarks,  took  occasion  to  absolve  the  Executive 
and  Senate  from  the  blame  of  delay  and  apathy, 
and  by  inference  to  cast  it  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  question  being  about  to  be  taken,  Mr.  Rob- 
erts moved  to  postpone  the  subject  till  to  mor« 
row,  with  the  view  of  submitting  a  resolution 
that  Mr.  Bleobor  (the  Kentucky  Senator)  was 
entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  inasmuch  as  the 
election  of  his  successor,  Mr.  Talbot,  had  not 
yet  been  notified  to  the  Senate.  This  motion 
was  negatived,  25  to  9,  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  to  insist  on  the  first  amendment, 
as  stated  above,  was  then  decided  as  follows: 

Foriruuting — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bibb,  Chaoe,  Con* 
ditf  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Taylor^ 
Turner,  Yamam,  and  Walker— 18. 

Agaiiui  hmtting—MmBn,  Baiboar,  Brown,  Dag- 
gett, Dana,  Fromentin,  Oailiard,  German,  Oiles^  Golds* 
borough.  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King,  Lambert^ 
Mason,  Robinson,  Tait,  Thompson,  Wells,  and  Whar- 
ton—81. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  insist  on  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Giles  moved  to  recede  from  the  said 
amendment. 

Mr.  Roberts  then  moved  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther considei^tion  of  the  whole  subject  to  the  sec- 
ond Monday  in  March  (equivalent  to  a  motion 
to  reject.)  In  support  of  the  motion,  Mr.  Rob- 
erts spoke  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Bibb  intimated  that  he  should  vote  against 
the  postponement  now,  because  the  amendment 
respecting  which  he  was  most  anxious  had  not 
been  decided  (meaning  the  section  respecting 
specie  j^yments.) 

Mr.  Taylor  said  he  should  vote  for  the  post- 
ponement, because  he  perceived  the  amendment 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Bibb  would  not  be  insisted 
on. 

The  question  on  the  postponement  (or  rejec- 
tion) was  then  decided  as  follows: 

For  the  poitpanemeiU^UtMn.  Gaillard,  German, 
Kerr,  Laeock,  Lambert,  Roberts,  Taylor,  Turner,  and 

Vamum — ^9.  _.  ,  ^ 

Agttkut  the  poatponenunt^^^fn.  Anderwjn,  Btiw 
boaS  Bibb,  Brown,  Cbaca,  Cojidit,  Daggett,  Dana, 
FromenUn,  Giles,  Goldsb«'»««"»^^»e,Hoiwy,  HoweU, 
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HoBtvr,  Kii«,  MMOD,Monov,fioliiBMm8iBitht  Tail, 
ThomiMOD,  WdlMr,  W«lb,  and  Wharton— S& 

The  qncstioa  on  Mr.  Griuss's  moiion,  to  recede 
from  the  said  first  amendmenty  was  then  decided 
in  the  affirmatire — ayes  18. 

Mr.  Kino  then  moved  to  recede  from  all  the  other 
amendments  to  which  the  House  had  disagreed. 

The  Senate  then  receded  from  such  of  tie  said 
remaining  amendments,  as  preceded  the  foUew- 
•ittg: 

The  question  on  receding  from  the  insertion 
•of  the  section,  aathorisins;  the  bank  under  certain 
circumstances,  to  suspend  payment  of  their  notes 
in  specie,  was  decided  as  follows: 

Fsr  receding — ^Messrs.  Baiboar»  Brown,  Daggett, 
I^ana,  Fiomentin,  OaiUsid,  GemaB*  CHIasy  Goldibo- 
fough.  Gore,  Honey,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King,  Laahcrt, 
Mmi,  Thompaon,  and  Welli— 18. 

Agmmt  rtetUng — ^Msana^  Aadenon,  Bibh,  Chaee» 
C<Mit,  Howell,  Laeoefc,  Momw,  Rebcrts,  Bobinson, 
Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer,  Varmun,  Walker,  and 
Wharton— 18. 

So  the  Senate  virtual  I  jr  disagreed  to  the  inaer- 
tion  of  such  a  section.    Whereupon, 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  postpone  to  the  second  Mon« 
day  in  March  (to  reject)  the  further  consideration 
of  this  bilL 

Mr.  Smith  theoi  expresaing  a  desire  to  have  a 
night's  reflection  on  tiiis  question,  mored  to  ad- 
journ. 

There  were  19  ayes  in  favor  of  the  motion ; 
and  the  Senate  adjourned  at  a  late  hour. 

Fbioi4t,  January  20l 

The  PnniDurr  oomoranieatod  a  report  of  the 
Sectetary  of  the  Treasury,  exhibiting  the  sums 
fitspectively  paid  to  taeh  elerk  in  theeeveralofli- 
oos  of  that  Department,  for  services  rendered  dur- 
ing the  year  1814,  made  in  obedience  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  April  31, 1808,  to  regulate 
and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks;  and  the  re- 
port was  read. 

Mr.  Vabnum,  from  the  Militia  Committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred  the  Mi  instant, 
reported  a  bill  concerning  field  officers  and  mili- 
tia; and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
9Ad  reading. 

The  Pbebioent  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  Honorable  Mr.  Bledsob,  as  follows : 

WAsaiireToir,  Januarv  30, 1815. 
8ia :  Doubts  having  arisen  whether  I  have  a  right 
still  tofillmy  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statei^ 
with  a  view  to  have  the  question  settled,  and  a  prece- 
dent estabtisfaed,  and  to  save  my  own  liMlings  on  a 
point  of  dntyj  I  beg  leave,  through  yea,  to  sabrait  the 
following  ease  ibr  the  dedaion  of  tiiat  honorable 
bodv; 

rrevimis  to  the  34th  December  last,  I  forwarded,  by 
mail,  my  resignation  to  the  GoTemor  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  to  take  place  on  that  day,  to  be  by  him 
communicated  to  the  Legiskaare  of  that  Slate,  then, 
and,  so  &r  as  I  am  inlbrmed,  stiU  in  session.  1  wa% 
by  a  letter  from  the  GoTemor  of  that  Slate,  advised 
that  he  had  leooived  my  reaignation«aad  would  held  it 
up  in  the  hope  of  hearing  from  me,  and  of  a  change  in 
my  determination  en  that  sulgeot>  until  about  the  last 


of  that  memh,  wbsa  be  would  mmmwiirate  it  t»  ihi 
Legialalnre.  Newsp^ei  iatbimalioa  alateo  that  h 
did  ao»  and  that  my  sueceasor  has  beew  ^ipointed 
which  latter  fiwt  is  also  stated  in  a  letter  to  a  geBtle< 
man  of  the  House  of  RcpreowitativeB,  as  I  have  bees 
informed.  This  is  all  the  inlbrmation  I  have  recetvei 
Whether,  under  these  dreumstaaoes,  I  am  to  be  cod* 
sidered  as  still  a  member,  will  be  Ibr  the  honorabli 
Senate  to  decide.  Wishing  it  to  be  undemtood  I  ban 
no  other  aolidtode  as  to  the  leenlt  than  to  be  inlbrmei] 
of  my  doty,  which  is  coaeemed,  in  eonliniung  in  wy 
place,  if  I  have  a  right  to  do  so, 

I  am,  with  high  respect,  your  most  oliedietit  oefraat, 

J.  BLBDaOE. 

The  Honorabia  Jeaa  GAiUAaa, 

iVeiMtal  o/tfc  Aeaale. 

And  the  letter  was  read.  Whereupon,  Mr.  Rob- 
■RTs  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Re$ohedj  That  the  fiicto  stated  in  the  letter  of  the 
Honorable  Jsom  Bledsoe,  addieased  to  the  Freeidentflf 
the  Senate,  do  not  Tacate  his  seat  in  tbm  Senate. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  King,  to  amend 
the  resolution,  by  striking  out  therefrom,  the 
word  "  not ;"  and  it  was  determined  in  the  aifir^ 
matife — yeas  25,  nays  8,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Meens.  Aadersaa*  Berbow,  Beewa,  Chase, 
Daggett,  FroBMnti&,  GaiUaid.  German,  Gilea^  Goiih> 
borough*  Gore,  Honey,  Howell  Hunter,  Kerr,  King, 
Lambert,  Mason,  Morrow,  Bobinaen,  Tail.  Taykr, 
Thompeen,  Wells,  and  Whaxion. 

Rats^— Messrs.  Bibb^  CondH,  Dsaa,  Lacock,  Rob- 
erts^ Smith,  Turner,  and  Vamum. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  resolntiou  pass 
as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirms- 
tive— yeas  27,  nays  6^  as  follows : 

Ybas  Messis.  AnihiBSO,  Barboury  Biown,  Chacs, 
Daggett,  FroBMalia,  Geillavd,  German,  Giiea,  Golda- 
boeeugh*  Gore,  Hoessy,  Howell,  Hanlsv»  Ksct,  King, 
Lacock,  Lambett,  Maeon,  Monew,  Behinaon,  Tait, 
Tsfflar,  Thoi^son,  Tamer,  Wells,  and  Wharton. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bibb,  Gondii,  Dana,  Bobsrta,  Smith, 
and  Vamum. 

So  it  waa^  Removed,  That  the  facts  sUled  in 
the  letter  or  the  Honorable  Jnaa  BLanaoa,  ad- 
dreased  to  the  Preaident  of  the  Senate  do  racatc 
his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Beniamin 
Wells  and  others  f'  a  bill,  eatitled  ""An  act  for 
the  relief  of  James  Brahany  f*  also,  a  bill,  enti- 
tled ^An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  ord- 
nance department;"  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  their 
amendments,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, to  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America.'* 

On  the  question,  that  the  said  bill,  together 
with  the  amead meats,  be  postponed  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative— yeas  14^  nays  SO,  as  follows : 

Tbas— Mesns.  Andetsoa,  Bibb,  Oonat,  GttUsrd, 
Howell,  Kerr,  Lscock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  9mMb,  Tay- 
tor.  Turner,  Vamum,  andWalker. 
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Nats— Mesni.  Buiioiir»  Brown,  Chace,  Daggvtt, 
I>«n«,  FronMBtm,  German,  Giles,  Ooldeboroof  h.  Gore, 
HoTseTy  Honier,  King,  Lambert,  Maaon,  Robinaoi^ 
Tait,  Thompaon,  WeUs,  and  Wharton, 

WhereopoQ,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Oilbs, 
Resohedy  That  the  Senate  recede  from  their 
Amendments  to  the  amendments  of  the  Honse  of 
RepresentatiFes  to  the  said  bill,  to  which  the  said 
Hoase  ha^e  disagreed ;  and  that  they  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to,  and  concur  in,  all  the  other 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
thereto. 

Mr.  Browr.  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  pcu-t  of  the  Senate,  on  the  disagreeinip  votes 
of  the  two  Hoases,  on  the  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act 
to  anthorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  the  services  of  volnn leers  who  may  as- 
sociate and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  their 
services  to  the  Govern ment  of  the  United  States," 
reported : 

**  That  they  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  their  re- 
spective Houses  a  modification  of  the  fint  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  in  lien  of  the  amendment  proposed  by 
th«  Hooae  of  RepreMntatives,  by  adding  the  ndlowing 
pipoviso,  at  the  end  of  the  first  section : 

'<  And  be  it  further  prandedf  That,  in  ease  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sutes  shall  hereafter  caH  on  the 
£xeeativeB  of  the  several  States  to  hold  in  readineas 
thehr  rsspectlve  qnotas  of  militia  finr  serrioe,  he  shall 
conmdcr  Uke  corps  of  Slate  troops  raised  is  any  State, 
a*  part  of  the  quota  of  sooh  Staler 

•«  And  in  lieu  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
House  of  Reprasonftativeo  to  the  6th  aection,  to  modify 
the  6th  section  as  proposed  by  the  Senate>  1^  striking 
out  the  word  *<ibrty|  in  the  12th  Une,  and  inserting 
the  word  '*  seventy?' 


Saturday,  January  21. 

The  pRBSiDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, praying  that  the  inhabitants  of  said  Ter- 
ritory may  be  authorized  to  form  a  convention 
for  the  adoption  of  a  constitution,  and  that  the 
said  Territory  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  a  State;  for  reasons  stated  at  Urge  in  the  me- 
morial ;  which  was  read. 

The  President  also  laid  before  the  Senate 
another  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  said 
Territory,  praying  that  the  amount  of  losses  sus- 
tained by  citizens  of  said  Territory,  in  the  war 
against  the  Creek  Indians,  may  be  ascertained,  in 
order  that  the  sufferers  may  be  indemnified  in 
lands,  acquired  from  said  Indians,  as  is  stated  in 
the  memorial;  which  was  read. 

The  Prasidbnt  laid  before  the  Senate  another 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  said  Territory, 
prayioff  that  the  power  to  lease  out  the  lands  set 
apart  lor  the  public  schools  in  said  Territory  may 
be  vested  in  said  Legislatnre;  for  reasons  therein 
stated ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  President  also  laid  before  the  Senate 
another  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  said 
Territory,  praying  that  the  interest  which  has  ac- 
crued on  lands  in  said  Territory,  purchased  of  the 
United  States,  may  be  remitted,  and  that  further 


time  may  be  given  to  complete  the  payments  for 
the  said  lands;  for  reasons  therein  stated;  and 
the  memorial  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Morrow, 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  21st  of  September, 
the  memorial  of  the  Legtslatare  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

The  PRR8I9IMT  also  communicated  a  resoto- 
tioD  of  the  Legislatnre  of  the  Mississippi  Terri* 
tory,  tendering  to  the  General  Gbverament  their 
imdivided  support  in  repelling  the  aggraaaions 
and  unjust  demands  of  the  enemy,  and  preferring 
a  sacrifice  of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  the  sur- 
render of  our  rights  or  national  dignity ;  and  the 
resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  con« 
eurrenee  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Ordnaaea 
department,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  nnani- 
moos  consent ;  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Aflaira,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
meats  of  the  House  of  Repreaenlativea  to  the 
billj  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  801, 
entitled  *An  act  providing  for  the  indemnifkation 
of  certain  claimants  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory." 

Wherenpon.  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Huhtrr^ 

Begohedf  That  they  concur  therein  with  aa 
amendment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  conference  on  their  part,  on 
the  disi^reeiag  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  acoept  the  services  of 
volunteers  who  may  aaaoeiate  and  organize  them- 
selves, and  offer  their  services  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  Slates. 

Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bnoww, 

Retalved,  That  they  concur  therein  with  an 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  and  for 
other  purposes;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb. 
the  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  ana 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Andbrson,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  BUiward  Barry  and  Qeorge  Hodges,  to- 
gether with  the  accompanying  documents,  was 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  d3d 
September,  on  the  memorial  of  the  President  and 
f>irectors  of  the  Washington  Bridge  Company, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  concerning  field  officers  of  the  militia 
was  read  the  second  time. 

Monday,  January  83. 
The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  the  cre- 
dentials of  OuTERBRiDoa  ^^*?^Y,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  tlx^  gtate  of  Dsla- 
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ware,  for  the  term  of  nx  yesrs,  commeociDg  oo 
the  fourth  day  of  March  next ;  and  they  were 
read,  and  laid  on  file. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  on  the  10th  instant,  by  Mr. 
Mason,  relative  to  information  reqaested  by  their 
resolution  of  the  9th  November  last ;  and  on  the 
question,  to  agree  thereto,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative— yeas  12,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

TsAB-^Measra.  Dana,  German,  Ooldaborongh,  Crore, 
Honey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Maaon,  Smith,  Tay- 
lor, and  Thompson. 

Nats-— Meaars.  Anderson,  Barboor,  Bibb,  Chaoe, 
Coodit,  Daggett,  Oaillard,  Gilea,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Mor- 
row, Roberts,  Robinson,  Tamer,  Vamom,  Walker, 
Welis,  and  Wharton. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  on  the  27th  December  last; 
and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  the  consideration 
thereof  was  further  postponed  to  the  first  Monday 
in  February  next. 

The  bill,  entitled  '<An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Brahany,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  thereltef  of  Ben- 
jamin Wells  and  others,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Robbrts, 
Mason,  and  Barbour,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  asree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled ^An  act  pro7idiDg  for  the  indemnification 
of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Miss- 
issippi Territory."  They  agree  to  the  report  of 
the  conferees  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who 
may  associate  and  organize  themselves,  and  offer 
their  services  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,"  with  the  amendment  made  thereto  by 
the  Senate ;  and  that  the  bill  be  passed  accordingly. 
They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter 
and  amend  the  several  acts  for  establishing  a 
^avy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a  Board  of 
Commissioners ;  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing 
the  manner  of  contracts  and  purchases  in  the 
Navy  Department,  and  for  promoting  economy 
therein,"  a  bill,  eniitled  ^*An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Perkins ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning Matthew  Guy,  John  Woodward,  Sam- 
uel Tenntsoo,  and  Wilfred  Drury;"a  bill,  enti* 
tied  **Au  act  concerning  Weston  Jenkins  and 
others ;"  a  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  Arnold ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  '^An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Farrington  Barkelow,  admints* 
trator  of  Mary  Rappleyea  *,"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Hunter,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Henry  Nimmo;  abd  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  and 


for  other  purposes,"  together  with  the  ameiMi 
meats  reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee 
and  the  amendments  were  agreed  to  with  a 
amendment;  and  the  bill  having  been  farthe 
amended,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Robertb,  the  foi 
ther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  unti 
to-morrow. 


TuRSDAY,  Jaaoary  24. 

The  seven  bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  con 
cnrrence  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  secoa^ 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeatatirei 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passe<j 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  amend  the  act  laying  da 
ties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  winee,  spiritoom 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise;"  in  which  biu 
thev  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Nimmo  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^'Aa 
act  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Daoqbtt  moved  to  strike  out  the  8th  src* 
tion  of  the  bilL  And  after  debate,  on  motion,  bj 
Mr.  Barbodb,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury containing  a  statement  of  proceedings  under 
the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  t 
road  from  Cumberland, in  the  State  of  Marylaad. 
to  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  made  a  report ;  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  t^e  Jayiog 
out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland, to  the  Scateof  Ohio;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  laying  auties  on  It- 
censes  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchandise,  and  for  other  purposes," 
reported  it  wth  amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goldsbobodgh,  the  bill 
for  therelief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,and  others,  was 
recommitted  to  Messrs.  Golo8BORougb,  Gore, 
and  Cbace,  further  to  consider  and  report  thereoo. 

On  motion,  by  Mr*  Morrow,  a  member  was 
added  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  the 
21st  September  last,  the  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Indiana  Territory,  in  place  of  Mr. 
Bledsoe  ;  and  Mr.  Barboub  was  elected. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Nimmo  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole ;  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

WEnifESDAY,  January  25. 
The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  amend  the  act  lay- 
ing duties  on  licenses  to  reuilers  of  wines,  spirito- 
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ous  liquors,  and  foreigD  merehaDdise,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  the  18th  instant,  the  hill,  en- 
titled ^An  act  to  amend  the  act.  entitled  'An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  col- 
lectiog  the  same;"  and  the  act,  entitled  ^^An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  tbe 
puolic  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household  fur- 
xiitare,and  on  gold  and  silver  watches,"  to  consider 
and  report  ihereon.  * 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Henry  Nimmo  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Mason  ]^resented  a  petition,  signed  by  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Hollis, 
in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  remonstrating 
against  the  transportation  and  opening  of  the  mail 
on  the  Sabbath ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  tbe  committee  to  whom  were  referred, 
on  the  26(h  ultimO;  several  petitions  on  the  same 
subject^  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  bill,  entitled  <'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Arnold,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Perkins,"  was  lead  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
Sort  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Gorb,  Hunter,  and 
Iason.  were  appointed  the  committee. 
The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Far- 
rington  Barkelow,  administrator  of  Mary  Rap- 
pleyea,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  Weston 

Jenkins  and  others,"  was  read  the  sacond  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  concerning  Matthew 

Guy,  John  Woodward,  Samuel  Tennison,  and 

Wilfred  Drory,"  was  read  the  second  time* 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  several  acts  for  establishing  a  Navy  Depart- 
ment, by  adding  thereto  a  Board  of  Commission- 
ers," was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  directing  the  man- 
ner of  contracts  and  purchases  in  the  Navy  De- 
partment, and  for  prooioting  economy  therein," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  ENEMY. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  th 
Whole,   tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy, 
and  for  other  purposes;"  and  Mr.  Varnum  was 
requested  to  taxe  the  Chair. 

On  the  question  to  strike  out  the  eighth  section, 
as  proposed  by  Mr.  Daggett — on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Bibb,  it  was  agreed  to  take  the  question  by  yeas 
and  nays. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Daggett,  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  a  select  committtee,  further  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  13|  nays  15,  as  follows : 


TxAs — ^Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromantin,  Germans 
Ooldsborougb,  Gore,  Honey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert* 
Mason,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

Nats— Mesm.  Andenon,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chace, 
Condit,  Kerr,  Laoock,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Smith,  Tait^ 
Taylor,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barbodr,  to  amend  the 
eighth  section  of  tbe  bill,  by  inserting,  in  the  fifth 
line,  after  the  word  "act,"  the  words,  "or  under 
color  thereof;"  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive— (the  Senate  being  equally  divided)  yeas  14, 
nays  14,  as  follows : 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Andenon,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chace, 
Condit,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Robinson,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tur- 
ner, Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentb,  Germsn» 
Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert, 
Mason,  Smith,  Thompson,  and  Weils. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  striking  out  the 
8th  section,  amended  as  follows: 

•'Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
iuit  or  prosecution  be  commenced  in  any  State  oourt» 
against  any  collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  inspector, 
or  an^  other  officer,  civil  or  military,  or  any  other  per- 
son aiding  or  assisting,  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of 
tlus  act,  for  anything  done,  or  omitted  to  be  done,  as 
an  officer  of  the  customs,  or  for  anything  done  by  vii^ 
tue  of  this  act,  and  the  defendant  shall,  at  the  time  of 
entering  his  appearance  in  such  court,  file  a  petition 
for  the  removal  of  the  cause  for  trial  at  the  neztcircnit 
court  to  be  holden  in  the  diitrict  where  the  suit  is  pend- 
ing, and  offer  good  and  sufficient  surety  for  his  entering 
in  such  court,  on  the  first  day  of  its  session,  copiea  of 
said  process  against  him,  and  also  for  his  there  appear- 
ing at  the  court  and  entering  special  bail  in  the  cause, 
if  special  bail  was  originally  required  therein,  it  shall 
then  be  the  duty  of  the  State  court  to  accept  the  surety, 
and  proceed  no  further  in  the  cause,  and  the  bail  tiiat 
shall  have  been  originally  taken,  shall  be  discharged, 
and  such  copies  being  entered  as  aforesaid  in  such 
court  of  the  United  States,  the  cause  shall  there  pro- 
oeed  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  been  brought 
there  by  original  process,  whatever  may  be  the  amount 
of  the  sum  in  dispute  or  damages  claimed,  or  whatever 
the  citizenship  of  the  parties,  any  former  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  And  any  attachment  of  the 
goods  or  estate  of  the  defendant,  by  the  original  pro- 
cess, shall  hold  the  goods  or  estate  so  attached  to  answer 
the  final  judgment,  in  the  same  manner  as  by  the  laws 
of  such  State  they  would  have  been  holden  to  answer 
final  judgment,  had  it  been  rendered  by  the  court  in 
which  the  suit  was  commenced.  And  it  shall  be  law- 
ful, in  any  action  or  prosecution  which  may  be  now 
pending,  or  hereafter  commenced,  before  any  State 
court  whatever,  for  anything  done,  or  omitted  to  be 
done,  by  the  defendant,  as  an  inspector  or  other  officer 
of  the  customs,  after  final  judgment,  for  either  party 
to  remove  and  transfer,  by  appeal,  such  decision,  during 
the  session  or  term  of  said  courts  at  which  the  same 
shall  have  taken  place,  from  such  court  to  the  next 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  to  be  held  in  the 
district  in  which  such  appeal  shall  be  taken  in  manner 
aforesaid ;  and  it  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  person  taking 
such  appeal  and  transfer,  to  produce  and  enter  in  the 
said  circuit  court,  attested  copies  of  the  process,  pro- 
eeedmgs,  and  judgment,  in  sttoh  cause ;  and  it  shall 
also  be  competent  for  either  party,  >rithin  nx  months 
of  the  rendition  of  a  judgment  m  atiy  such  caw^  by 
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Writ  of  error  or  other  prooM%  to  nmoTO  tiie  Mne  to 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  Strntet  of  thet  district 
in  which  such  judgment  afaell  haTO  been  rendered ; 
and  the  leid  circuit  court  ehell*  thereupon*  proceed  to 
try  and  determine  the  facts  and  the  lav  in  ench  action, 
in  the  lame  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  there  ort- 
ginslly  commenced ;  the  judgment  in  such  case  not- 
withstanding. And  any  bail  which  may  have  been 
taken,  or  property  attached,  shall  be  holden  on  the  final 
judgment  of  the  said  circuit  court  in  such  action,  in  the 
tame  manner  as  if  no  such  removal  and  transfer  had 
been  made  ss  aforesaid ;  and  the  State  court  from  which 
any  sudi  action  may  be  removed  and  transferred  as 
afoesaid,  upon  the  partiee  giving  good  and  sufficient 
security  fer  the  proseevtioa  theieof,  shall  allow  the 
same  to  be  removed  and  traasfened,  and  proceed  no 
further  in  the  case :  Pmided,  Aotoescr,  That  if  the 
party  aforesaid  shall  fell  duly  te  enter  the  lemetval  and 
transfer  as  aforesaid  in  the  cireuit  court,  agteeahle  to 
this  act,  the  State  court,  bv  which  judgment  shall  have 
been  rendered,  and  from  which  the  transfer  and  removal 
shall  have  been  made  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  authorised, 
OB  motion  for  that  purpoee,  to  issue  execution,  and  to 
eany  into  eflbct  any  such  judament,  the  nme  as  if  no 
esch  removal  and  transfer  had  been  made :  Prcmdedy 
neverthekm,  That  tins  act  shall  not  be  construed  to 
•pplf  to  any  prosecution  for  an  olfenoe  involving  cor- 
poral puniihment :  And,prwided  abo.  That  no  such 
appeal  shall  be  allowed  in  any  criminal  action  or  pros- 
ecutton,  where  final  judgment  shall  have  been  rendered 
hi  fever  of  the  defendant,  or  respondent,  by  the  State 
eeort;  and  in  any  action  or  proeeeution  against  sny 
peisOB  as  aforesaid,  it  shaR  be  lawful  for  such  pexion 
to  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act  and  any 
neoal  matter  in  evidence.  And  if,  in  any  such  suit, 
the  pleiintUr  is  nonsuit,  or  judgment  peas  against  turn, 
llie>  defendant  shafi  recover  double  costs  :^ 

It  was  deterroined  in  the  oegatiTe — yeas  12, 
nays  15,  as  follows : 

YBAs^Hessrs,  Daggett,  Dana,  Oennan,  Qoidibee 
oughf  Crore,  Heremr,  Hunter,  Kii^,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Thompson,  and  Welle. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Baibow,  Bibb,  Chaee, 
Condit,  Oaillard,  Kerr,  Laooek,  Morrow,  Robiaeon, 
Taylor,  Turner,  yamum»  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

And  the  bill  haTing  been  amended,  the  Pbes- 
IDENT  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Varnum  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordingly. 


Thubsdat,  January  26. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  aet  to  regulate  the 
laying  out  and  makiag  a  road  from  Cumberland, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Obioj 
was  read  the  seeond  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatires 
iaformed  the  Senate  tbat  tbe  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  of 
Oliver  Evans's  patent  for  his  improvement  on 
steam  engines,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Isaac  Smith  and  Brat  ton  Caldwell ;"  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of 
a  tract  of  land  for  tbe  use  of  tbe  United  Stales ;" 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 


INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  ENEMY. 

The  Senate  resamcd  the  eoDstdermtioB  of  li 
bill  to  prohibit  iniereourse  with  the  enemy,  m 
for  other  purposes;  and  tbe  amend  menu  madei 
Committee  of  the  Whole  wereeonearred  in ;  aa 
on  motion,  bj  Mr.  Barbour;  It  was  agreed  | 
amend  the  8th  section  of  the  bill,  by  inserting,  i 
the  5th  line,  after  the  word  *'act,''  the  wordi 
"  or  under  color  thereof;"  and,  on  motion  by  Mi 
Barbour,  to  insert  the  same  words  in  the  7ih  Urn 
of  the  same  section,  after  the  word  '^  act  ;^  it  wa 
determined  in  the  afirmatir^^yeaa  16,  nays  IJ 
as  follows : 


Tkas — Messrs.  Andemn,  Barboiff,  Bibb,  Chaee 
Condit,  Gaillard,  Keir,  Laeoek,  Morrow,  RotRBsan 
Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Whaitoa 

Nats — Mssws.  Brown,  Daggett,  Buia,  FrouMBtis, 
Geman,  GeUsbotoagh,  Gora,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Ktag 
Lambert,  Maeon,  Smith*  TlioMpesu,  and  Welle. 

On  motion,  hj  Mr.  DAOorrr,  to  strike  oat  tke 
8th  section  of  the  bill  as  amended,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  13,  nays  18,  as  fol- 
lows: 

TxAS^-Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  Promentin,  Genua, 
Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King^  Lambot, 
Maeon,  Thompeon,  and  WeUs. 

Nats — Messm.  Anderson,  Barber,  Bibb,  Broera, 
Chaee,  Condit,  Gaillard,  Kerr,  Lacocfc,  lfoiTOw,Kob- 
insoD,  Smith,  Taykr,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and 
Wharton. 

Ob  motion,  by  Mr.  MASOif ,  to  add  the  following 
proviso  at  the  end  of  the  5th  section : 

**  Praniedt  That  each  inspector  so  aMiointed  shsU, 
before  he  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  yve  bond 
to  the  United  States  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  the 
aceeptanee  of  the  distiict  judge,  of  the  district  when 
such  inspector  shall  be  appointed^  in  a  sum  net  les 
than -»^- thousand  doUais,  for  the  foithinl  perfotnancs 
of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  to  respond  daoMgce  to 
any  person  injured  by  such  officer  under  color  of  his 
offiDe ;  which  bond  may,  on  applieatioB  to  such  jodae, 
by  any  person  eo  injured  by  such  officer,  be  put  in  suit 
for  the  benefit  of  sn^  pstvon :" 

It  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire— yeas  16, 
nays  15,  as  f6llo ws : 

TiAs — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Promentin, 
German,  Goldsborough,  Gore^  Horsey,  fihmter,  Kerr, 
King,  Lambert,  Mason,  8ini^,  Thompeon,  and  Welb. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chaee, 
Condit,  Gaillard,  Laeoek,  Morrow,  Rohineon,  Tsit. 
Taykir,  Turner,  Varnum,  Walker,  and  Wharton. 

And  the  hill  baring  been  further  aaMuded  the 
amendments  were  euffrossed  and  the  bill  read  a 
third  time  as  amended. 


Friday,  January  27. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatires, 
entitled  **An  act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a 
tract  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  United  States," 
was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

The  bill,  eotitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
Smith  and  Brattoa  Caldwell,''  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
menta  of  tbe  House  of  RepresentatiTos  to  the 


186 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


186 


Jan  OART,  181& 


Bbnats. 


bill,  eadtled  "An  act  to  extend  the  time  of  Olirer 
£rans^  patent  for  his  improvament  on  steam 
en^nes.''  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Qiuss,  the  far- 
ther ooasideration  thereof  was  postponed  to 
Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  MoRBOw,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  hill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  giving 
farther  time  to  the  purchasers  of  pabllc  lands  to 
complete  their  payments,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
wbom  was  referred  the  biil,  entitled  ^'An  act  at- 
taching to  the  Canton  district,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  the  tract  of  land  lyiog  between  the  foot  of 
the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Brie,  and  the 
Connecticni  Western  Reserve,"  also  reported  it 
withottt  amendment. 

The  Senate  retamed  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public  build- 
ings within  the  City  of  Wasbington ;  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  further  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  sun* 
dry  inhabitants  of  Darlington  district,  in  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,  praying  an  alteration  in 
the  conveyance  of  the  mail  through  their  district, 
for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  which   was 

read. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
field  oncers  of  the  militia^;  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  amendmenu  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  a  third  time  asamended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kino,  it  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consist  of  five  members,  fur- 
ther to  consider  and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs. 
Giles,  Mason,  Barbour,  CHAOE,and  Bibb,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr«  Daggett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petitions  of  numerous  citizens 
of  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 
Counectioot,  North  Carolina,  and  Ohio,  prayiog 
Congress  to  prohibit  the  transportation  and  open- 
ing of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath,  made  report ; 
which  was  read,  together  with  the  following 
resolution : 

Buoitt/df  Thai  at  this  ttas  itipineRpedieatto  inter- 
fcM  and  p«SB  any  laws  en  the  snlijeeWmalter  of  the 
Mveral  petitions,  piajing  the  prohihition  of  the  trans- 
portation and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath* 

The  Senate  resnmed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsidetation  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  Matthew  Grv,  John  Woodward, 
Samuel  Tennison,  and  Wilfred  Drury,"  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  concerning  Weston  Jenkins  and  others,"  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Anoerson,  it  was  referred  to 
the  same  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon . 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **An 
act  for  the  relief  of  John  Brahany;"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Far- 
rington  Barkelow,  administrator  of  Mary  Rapple- 
yea,"  was  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  pass- 
ed to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  Arnold;"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill^  entitled  ''An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act 
laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spiritoons  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  ana 
for  other  purposes,"  together  with  the  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and,  the  amendments  havioj^  been  agreed  to,  the 
PRBBinBNT  reported  the  biU  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
^9sed  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 


Sat0roat,  January  28. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnum, 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  an 
account  of  the  disbursements  of  public  moneys 
which  have  been  made  at  each  navy  yard  in  the 
United  States,  between  the  first  day  of  January, 
1800,  and  the  last  day  of  December,  1814,  desig- 
nating the  disbursements  made  at  each,  in  each 
year. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varndh, 

ileeo/ned.  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  be  directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate 
the  amount  of  the  expenditures  in  each  State  in 
the  Union,  for  fortifications  and  for  the  ordnance 
departoaent,  from  the  commeneeroent  of  the  year 
1800,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1814,  designating 
the  sums  expended  in  each  State,  in  each  year; 
and,  abo,  designating  the  sums  expended  for  forti- 
fications, from  the  sums  expended  for  the  ord- 
nance department. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  estab- 
lishing a  Navy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a 
Boardof  Commissioners," reported  it  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  bill,  entitled  **Ao  act  to  authorize  the  pur- 
chase of  a  tract  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider 

and  report  thereon.  ^     ^       %.  *   ,  • 

The  bill,  entitled  «An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
Smith  and  Bration  Caldwell,"  was  read  the  second 

time,  and  referred  to  a  »«*«^^„5^2°'*"®%  ?«o« 
sider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  L.aoook:, 
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hUeramne  with  the  Enemif. 


Jahuabt,  1815. 


Anderson,  and  Thompson,  were  appointed  ibe 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bar- 
rington  Barkelo^,  administrator  of  Mary  Rap- 
pleyea,"  \ras  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Brabany,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Arnold,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  concerning  field  officers  of  the  militia 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  laying 
duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  and  for  other 
purposes,''  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  it  was  agreed  to 
amend  the  title,  by  inserting,  in  the  first  line, 
after  the  word  "act,"  and  beirore  "laying,"  "to 
amend  the  act." 

The  Senate  resnined  the  coosideratioo  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred 
the  petitions  of  numerous  citizens  of  the  States 
of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Cononccticot, 
North  Carolina,  and  Ohio,  praving  Congress  to 
prohibit  the  transportation  ana  opening  of  the 
mail  on  the  Sabbath.    Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  at  this  time  it  is  inexpedient  to 
interfere  and  pass  any  laws  on  the  subject-matter 
of  the  several  petitions  praying  the  prohibition  of 
transportation  and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the 
Sabbath. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public  build- 
ings within  the  City  of  Washington;  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  further  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  additif>n 
to  the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  of  Mary- 
land,  to  the  State  of  Ohio;  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  ENEMY. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  prohibit  in- 
tercourse with  the  enemy,  and  for  other  purposes," 
reported  it  with  amendments;  which  were  read, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  select  committee,  "  to  strike  out 
of  tne  amendments  the  proviso  to  the  end  of  the 
5th  section  of  the  bill,"  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  17,  nays  12,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Messrs.  Andersont  Barboar,  Bibb,  Chaca, 
Condit,  Gaillaid«  Giles,  Kerr,  Lteock,  Morrow,  Robin- 
■«»•  Twt,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamum,  Walker,  and 
Wharton. 

^A  Y> — ^Messrs.  Daggett,  Fromentin,  German,  Golds- 
borough,  Gore,  Horsey.  Hunter,  Kmg,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son, Smith,  and  Thompson. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  amend  the  5th 
section  of  the  bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  word 


^'easComs,"  in  the  4th  line,  the  following  words: 
"  and  for  whose  acts  and  doings  in  their  office  the 
collector  so  appoiotinj^  them  shall  be  answerable 
to  any  person  thereby  injured :"  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  11,  nays  18,  as  follows: 

YxAB — Messrs.  Daggett,  Fromentin,  German,  GoUi- 
borough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  Masoa, 
and  Thompson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baiboor,  Bibb,  Cbaecb 
Condit,  GaiUard,  Giles,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Ro^ 
inson,  Smith,  Tait,  Taylor,  Tomer,  Vanram,  Walksr, 
and  Wharton. 

And  the  amendments  reported  by  the  select 
committee  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Presideat 
reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendmeota  be  et- 
{grossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  ns  amended  1 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 


Monday,  January  90. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tlie 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  giving  further  time  to  parchaaers  of  puUie 
lands  to  complete  their  payments ;"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^Aa 
act  attaching  to  the  Canton  district,  in  the  Sute 
of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land  lying  between  the  foot 
of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the 
Connecticut  Western  ReserTe;"  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  proposed,  it  passed  to  a  third 
readinff. 

Mr.  UoRBEY,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  allow  a 
drawback  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled,  and  cer- 
tain goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  manufac- 
tured within  the  united  States;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acta  for  estab- 
lishing a  Navy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a 
Boardof  Commissioners,  together  with  theamend- 
menls  reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  repairing  or 
rebuilding  the  pnblic  boildinsa  within  the  City 
of  Washington  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Wednesday  next. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  a  third  time,  as  amended. 

Jiesolvedf  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the 
laying  out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio, 
was  read  a  third  time;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Smith,  to  fill  the  blank  with  "  one  hundred  thou- 
sand," it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  as 
follows : 


Tbas— M 


Bibb,  Brown,  Cbaee,  Condit,  Fro- 


189 


HISTOBT  OF  CONGBESS. 


190 


January,  181&. 


Bank  of  the  United  States, 


Senatb. 


mentin,  Chullard,  Ctoldsborough,  Honey,  Kerr,  Mor- 
row, Smith,  Tftit,  Tajlor,  Turner,  Yamaoi,  Walker, 
and  Wharton. 

Nats — Menra.  Barbour,  King,  Lambert,  Mason, 
Robinson,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

RcMolvedy  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  *^An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  reg- 
ulate the  laying  oat  and  making  a  road  from  Cum* 
berland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of 
Ohio." 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Ordnance 
department,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
w'as  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  author- 
ize the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States,"  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,- 

HaTing  bestowed  on  the  bill,  entitled  <<An  act  to 
incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  America,"  that  foil  consideration  which  is 
due  to  the  great  importance  of  the  subject,  and  dictated 
by  the  respect  whicn  I  feel  for  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, I  am  constrained,  by  a  deep  and  solemn  conrio- 
Uon  Uiat  the  bill  ought  not  to  become  a  law,  to  return 
it  to  the  Senate,  in  which  it  originated,  with  my  objec- 
tions to  the  same. 

Waiving  the  question  of  the  Constitutional  author- 
ity of  the  Legislature  to  establish  an  incorporated  bank, 
as  being  precluded,  in  my  judgment,  by  repeated  rec- 
ognitions, under  Taried  circumstances,  of  the  Talidity 
of  such  an  institution,  in  acts  of  the  Legislatire,  Exec- 
utive, and  Judicial  branches  of  the  GoTernment,  accom- 
panied by  indications,  in  different  modes,  of  a  concur- 
rence of  the  general  will  of  the  nation ;  the  proposed 
bank  does  not  appear  to  be  calculated  to  answer  the 
purposes  of  renTing  the  public  credit,  of  providing  a 
national  medium  of  circulation,  and  of  aiding  the  Trea- 
sury by  facilitating  the  indispensable  anticipations  of 
the  revenue,  and  by  affording  to  the  public  more  dura- 
ble loans. 

1.  The  capital  of  the  bank  Is  to  be  compounded  of 
specie,  of  public  stock,  and  of  Treasury  notes  convert- 
ible into  stock,  with  a  certain  proportion  of  each  of 
which  every  subscriber  is  to  furnish  himselfl 

The  amount  of  the  stock  to  be  subscribed  will  not, 
it  is  believed,  be  sufficient  to  produce^  in  favor  of  the 
public  credit,  any  considerable  or  lasting  elevation  of 
the  market  price,  whilst  this  may  be  occasionally  de- 
pressed by  the  bank  itself,  if  it  should  carry  into  the 
market  the  allowed  proportion  of  its  capital  consisting 
of  public  stock,  in  order  to  procure  specie,  which  it  may 
find  its  account  in  procuring,  with  some  sacrifice  on 
that  part  of  its  capital. 

NorwUl  any  adequate  advantage  arise  to  the  public 
credit  from  the  subscription  of  Treasury  notes.  The 
actual  issue  of  these  notes  nearly  equals  at  present, 
and  will  soon  exceed,  the  amount  to  be  subscribed  to 
the  bank.  The  direct  effect  of  this  operation  is  simply 
to  convert  fifteen  millions  of  Treasury  notes  into  fif- 
teen millions  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  with  the  collateral 
eflbct  of  promoting  an  additional  demand  for  Treasury 
notes^  beyond  what  might  otherwise  be  negotiable. 


Public  credit  might  indeed  be  expected  to  derive  ad« 
vantage  from  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank, 
without  regard  to  the  formation  of  its  capital,  if  the  full 
aid  and  co-operation  of  the  institution  were  secured  to 
the  Government  during  the  war,  and  during  the  period 
of  its  fiscal  embarrassments.  But,  the  bank  proposed 
will  be  free  from  all  legal  obligation  to  co-operata  with 
the  public  measures ;  and  whatever  might  be  the  pa- 
triotic disposition  of  its  directors  to  contribute  to  the 
removal  of  those  embarrassments,  and  to  invigorate  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  fidelity  to  the  pecuniary  and 
general  interest  of  the  institution,  according  to  tbeir 
estimate  of  it,  might  oblige  them  to  decline  a  connex- 
ion of  their  operations  with  those  of  the  National  Trea^ 
sury,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war  and  the  diffi- 
culties incident  to  it  Temporary  sacrifices  of  interest, 
though  overbalanced  by  the  future  and  permanent 
profits  of  the  charter,  not  being  requirabte  of  right  in 
behalf  of  the  public,  might  not  be  gratuitously  made, 
and  the  bank  would  reap  the  foil  benefit  of  the  grant^ 
whilst  the  public  would  lose  the  equivalent  expected 
from  it.  For  it  must  be  kept  in  view,  that  the  s<rfe 
inducement  to  such  a  grant,  on  the  part  of  the  public, 
would  be  the  prospect  of  substantial  aids  to  its  pecuni- 
anr  means  at  the  present  crisis,  and  during  the  sequel 
o/^the  war.  It  is  evident  that  the  stock  of  the  bank 
will,  on  the  return  of  peace,  if  not  sooner,  rise  in  the 
market  to  a  value  which,  if  the  bank  were  established 
in  a  period  ot  peace,  would  authorise  and  obtain  fiir 
the  pttblio  a  bonus  to  a  vaiy  large  amount.  In  lien  of 
such  a  bonus  the  Government  is  £urly  entitled  to»aiid 
ought  not  to  relinquish  or  risk,  the  needful  services  of 
the  bank,  under  the  pressing  circumstances  of  war. 

2.  The  bank,  as  proposed  to  be  constituted,  cannot 
be  relied  on  during  the  war,  to  provide  a  circulating 
medium,  nor  to  furnish  loans,  or  anticipations  of  the 
public  revenue. 

Without  a  medium,  the  taxes  cannot  be  collected; 
and,  in  the  absence  of  specie,  the  medium  understood 
to  be  the  best  substitute  is  that  of  notes  issued  by  a 
National  Bank.  The  proposed  bank  will  commence 
and  conduct  its  operations  under  an  obligation  to  pay 
its  notes  in  specie,  or  be  subject  to  the  loss  of  its  ohar^ 
ter.  Without  such  an  obligation,  the  notes  of  the 
bank,  though  not  exchangeable  for  specie,  yet  resting 
on  good  pledges,  and  performing  the  uses  of  specie,  in 
the  payment  of  taxes,  and  in  other  public  transactions, 
would,  as  experience  has  ascertained,  qualify  the  bank 
to  supply  at  once  a  circulating  medium,  and  pecuniary 
aids  to  the  Government.  Under  the  fetters  imposed 
by  the  bill,  it  is  manifest  that,  during  the  actual  state 
of  things,  and  probably  during  the  war,  the  period 
particularly  requiring  such  a  medium  and  such  a  re- 
source for  loans  and  advances  to  the  Government, 
notes  fbr  which  the  bank  would  be  compellable  to  give 
specie  in  exdiange  conld  not  be  kept  in  drcnlation. 
The  most  the  bank  could  effect,  and  the  most  it  could 
be  expected  to  aim  at,  would  be  to  keep  the  institution 
alive  by  limited  and  local  transaotione,  which,  with  the 
interest  on  the  public  stock  in  the  bank,  might  yield  a 
dividend  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  until  a  change  from 
war  to  peace  should  enable  it,  by  a  flow  of  specie  into 
iU  vaults,  and  a  removal  of  the  external  demand  for  it, 
to  derive  iU  contemplated  emoluments  from  a  safe  and 
full  extension  of  its  operations. 

On  the  whole,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  pro- 
posed establishment  will  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  the 
profits  of  a  NaUonal  bank  for  •  P«"<h1  of  twenty  years  ; 
that  the  monopolized  profits  will  be  conUnually  grow- 
ing,  with  the  progress  of  the  natio^ii  populaUou  aftd 
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wealth ;  that  the  natioii  will,  daring  the  aame  period, 
be  dependent  on  the  notes  of  the  bank  for  that  epecies 
of  eircaUting  medinm,  whenefer  the  precious  metals 
may  be  wanted,  and  at  all  times  for  so  much  thereof  as 
maybe  an  eligible  substitute  for  a  specie  medium ;  and 
that  the  extensive  employment  of  the  notes  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  augmented  taxes  wiU,  moreoTer,  enable 
the  bank  greatly  to  extend  its  profitable  issues  of  them, 
without  the  exjpense  of  ^ecie  capital  to  support  their 
drculation ;  it  is  as  reasonable  as  it  is  reqnisite,  that 
the  Government,  in  return  ibr  these  extraordinaiy  con- 
cessions to  the  b«nk,  should  have  a  greater  security  ibr 
attaining  the  public  objects  of  the  institution  than  is 
presented  in  the  bill,  and  narticularly  ibr  every  practi- 
cable accommodation,  both  in  the  temporary  advances 
necessary  to  anticipate  the  taxes,  and  in  those  more 
durable  loans  whidi  are  equally  necessary  to  diminish 
the  resort  to  taxes. 

In  dischaiging  this  painful  duty  of  stating  objecdons 
to  a  measure  whidi  has  undergone  the  deliberations 
and  received  the  sanction  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature,  I  console  myself  with  the  reflection 
that,  if  they  have  not  the  weight  which  I  atUch  to 
them,  they  can  be  constitntionaUy  overruled ;  and  with 
a  confidence  that,  in  a  contrary  event,  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  will  hasten  to  substitute  a  more  commensu- 
rate and  certain  provision  for  the  public  exigencies. 

JAMS8  MADISON. 

W^sniireTov,  January  80, 1816. 

The  Message  wee  read,  and  oo  motion,  by  Mr. 
Bibb, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  and  that  to-morrow,  at  twelre  o'clock, 
the  Senate  will  proceed  to  consider  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America,"  which 
has  been  returned  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  objections. 


TuBBBAT,  Jaonary  31. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  Weston  Jeokins  and  others,''  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  Anderson,  the  considera- 
tion of  the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act  to  extend 
the  time  of  Oliver  Evans's  patent  for  his  im- 
provement on  steam  engines,"  was  farther  post- 
poned until  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  giving  farther  tioM 
10  the  pnrohasers  of  public  lands  to  complete 
their  payments,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  attaching  to  the  Can- 
ton district,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land 
lying  between  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami 
tn  Mke  Erie,  and  the  Connecticut  Western  Re- 
MTve,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  6TATB8. 

Agreeably  to  order,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
reconsider  the  bill  passed  by  the  two  Houses,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America,"  which 
was  presented  for  approbation  on  Monday,  the 


23d  instant,  and  returned  by  thePrestdent  oa  the 
30th  instant,  with  objectioas. 

The  said  bill  was  read,  and  is  as  feilowa: 

An  Act  to  ineorporale  the  snbsciibers  to  <be  Bsnk  o( 
the  United  States  of  America. 

Be  U  enaded  hy  the  Senate  and  Haute  of  'Rept- 
tentatioee  of  the  OnUed  Slatet  of  America  in  vm- 
greet  aeeeeSbkd,  That  a  Benk  of  the  United  8tates  oT 
America  shaU  be  established,  the  etpitel  stock  of  whiek 
shall  be  thirty  millions  of  doUtts,  divided  into  thnt 
bandied  thoosand  shans,  of  one  handled  doOan  cKk 
share;  and  thet  sobecriptioDs  far  thirty  milliona  ai did- 
lars,  towards  eoaatitating  the  said  capital  stock,  riisD 
be  opened,  on  the  last  Ifonday  of  Febniaiy  next,  it 
the  following  places,  vis :  at  Portland,  in  MsiuM,  Porti- 
month,  in  New  Hampshire,  Windsor,  in  V«^nao^ 
Boston,  Providenee,  New  Haven,  New  York,  Nsa 
Bronswick,  in  New  iwnejf  Philadelphiat  BaitinQcc 
the  City  of  Washington,  Richmond,  Raleigh,  Chario- 
ton.  Savannah,  Lexington,  in  Kentocky,  NaahviUe,  in 
Tennessee,  ChillicoChe,  in  OhiO|  and  New  OiImbi, 
nnder  the  saperintendence  of  the  Ibllowiag  pemns,  as 
commissioners  to  teoetve  the  same:  at  PorttoB^  Msl* 
tbew  Cob,  Isaac  Uey,  Jeahoa  Wingato,  jfusiar;  at 
Portsmooth,  John  Goddard,  Nathan'l  A.  Haven,  Heaiy 
8.  Langdbn ;  at  Windsor,  Elias  Lyman,  William  Lev- 
eret, Eleazer  May ;  at  Boston,  Israel  Thomdike,  Thos. 
H.  Perkins,  William  Gray,  Aaron  Hill,  Samuel  Brows ; 
at  Providence,  Seth  Whealon,  Ebeneaer  K.  Dexta, 
Henrv  Smith;  at  New  Haven,  Abnham  Bishop,  Wfl* 
liam  W.  Woolsey,  Heniy  Jones ;  at  New  Yosk,  Kobat 
Troup,  William  Paolding,  jonier,  Robert  Lenox,  Jola 
Jacob  Astor,  Samuel  Tooker,  Isaac  Bronaom  Hcwy 
A.  Coster;  at  New  Braaswiek,  James  Vandeipeol, 
John  Bray,  Peter  Govdbn ;  at  Philaddphia,  Jaicd  In- 
gersoll,  Thomas  M.  Willing,  Stephen  Gumid,  Chandkc 
Price,  Anthony  Taylor,  John  Sergeant,  CadwaUader 
Evans;  at  Baltimore,  James  A.  Bochanan,  Heazj 
Payson,  William  Wilson  ;  at  the  Cite  of  WMhingtsa, 
John  Mason,  Robert  Brent,  John  P.  Van  Nem;  st 
Richmond,  BeDJamin  Hatcher,  John  BrocfcenboRMigk, 
John  Prsslon ;  at  Raleigb,  Sherwood  Haywood,  Bev* 
eily  Daniel,  William  Peace ;  at  Chmriestpa,  John  C. 
Faber,  Thomsa  Jones,  Stephen  Elliot,  Chsdsa  B. 
Cochran,  Thomas  Blackwood;  at  Savmnni^  Joha 
Bolton,  Charles  Harris,  James  Johnson;  atLaxingtoB, 
in  Kentucky,  Charles  WiUuns,  Lewis  Sanders^  3obi 
H.  Morton ;  at  Nashville,  Robert  Weakly,  Felix  Gnm- 
dy,  John  R.  Bedibrd;  at  ChUlicothe»  Samuel  Finl^, 
Thomas  James,  William  McFarlaad;  at  New  Oricans, 
Dominick  H.  Hall,  Benjamin  Morgan,  Paul  Lanass, 
Thomw  L.  Herman,  and  William  Flood ;  which  sab- 
scriptions  shall  continue  open  eveiy  day,  tram  the  taaw 
of  opening  the  aame>  from  ten  o'clodt  u  the  forenoaa, 
until  four  o'clock  in  the  aftemoon,  until  the  Satmday 
following,  at  fimr  o'clock  in  the  aAaraoon,  whan  the 
same  shall  be  closed :  ^»^  immediatalv  theraaftar.  tha 
eommiawonegs,  or  any  two  of  them,  at  the  rsqpectivi 
places  afiHTssaid,  shall  cause  two  transcripts  or  6ir 
copies  of  such  subs^ptions  to  be  made;  one  of  which 
they  shall  send  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaauxy,  one 
they  shall  retain,  and  the  original  shall,  within  thiss 
days  from  the  closing  of  the  same,  be  by  the  said  com- 
missioners transmitted  to  the  said  oommiasioneri  st 
Philadelphia,  or  to  one  of  them :  and,  on  the  reoeifit 
thereoi^  the  said  commiauonera  at  Philadelphia,  or  aoj 
three  of  them,  shall  immediately  thereafter  convcDe 
and  proceed  to  take  an  account  of  the  said  subocrip- 
tions ;  and  if  more  than  the  amount  of  thirty  millioas 
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of  doQara  shall  have  been  aQbeeribed,  then  the  nid  Itet 
mentioned  ouinmisnon||«  ahail  apportion  the  tame 
among  the  eeTeral  aQbicribeny  aeoording  to  their  mt- 
eral  and  reepectiire  ■ubecriptionB ;  Praoidedf  hmoever. 
That  aoch  oommiaaicnere  shall,  by  such  apportionment, 
aUow  and  apportion  to  each  aabaeriber  at  least  one 
share ;  and,  in  case  the  aggregate  amoont  of  the  said 
sabscriptions  shall  exceed  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  the 
said  commissioners,  after  hating  apportioned  the  same 
as  aforesaid,  shall  cause  lists  of  the  said  apportioned 
sabscriptions  to  be  made  oat,  including  in  each  Ibt  the 
apportioned  sobscription  for  the  place  where  the  oii- 
ginal  sabecription  was  made,  one  of  which  lists  shall 
be  transmittod  to  the  eommissioners,  or  to  one  of  the 
eommisaionets,  under  whoee  soperintendence  each  sab* 
ecriptions  were  originally  made,  that  the  subscribers 
may  aseeitain  from  them  the  number  ef  shares  appor- 
tioned to  saeh  subscribers  reopectiTely ;  and,  if  the 
amount  of  thirty  miUiona  of  dollars  shall  not  be  sob* 
scribed  daring  the  period  aforesaid,  at  all  the  places 
aforesaid,  the  subscription  to  complete  the  said  sum 
shall  afterwards  be  and  remain  open  at  Philadelphia, 
under  the  saperinteadence  oi  the  said  commissionen 
appointed  at  that  place,  and  the  sobscription  may  be 
then  made  by  any  oonoration,  eepattnership,  or  person, 
for  any  nomber  of  mares  not  exceeding  the  amount 
required  to  complete  the  said  sum  of  thirty  millions  of 
dollars.  And,  in  case  of  the  death,  or  relbsal  to  serre, 
of  any  of  the  eomouenoners  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawftil 
for  the  President  of  the  United  9Utes  to  supply  the 
vacancy  or  vacancies  thus  created,  by  appointing  some 
suitable  person  or  persons. 

Sxc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enaeied.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  person,  copartnership,  or  body  politic^ 
to  subscribe  for  so  many  sharea  of  the  said  capital  stock 
of  the  said  bank,  as  he  or  they  shall  think  fit,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  thousand  shares,  except  as  is  hereinafter 
provided  for  the  subscription  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  sums  respectively  subscribed,  except 
on    behalf  of  the  United  States,  as  is  hereinafler 
provided,  shall  be  payable  in  the  manner  following, 
that  is  to  say :  Are  millions  of  dollars  thereof  in  gold 
or  silver  coin  of  the  United  States,  or  of  foreign  coin 
at  the  value  heretofore  estsblished  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  ''An  act  regulating  the  currenqr  of  for^ 
eign  coins,'*  passed  the  10th  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six ;  ten  millions  of  dollars 
thereof  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  as  aforesaid,  or  in  the 
public  debt  of  the  United  States,  contracted  by  virtue 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *'  An  act  authorisng 
a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of  dol- 
lars," passed  the  fourteenth  day  of  March  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  or  contracted,  or  to  be  oon- 
tracted,  by  virtue  of  any  subsequent  act  and  acts  of 
Congress  heretofore  passed,  authorising  a  loan  or  loans ; 
and  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  thereof  in  gold  and  silver 
coin,  or  in  Treasury  note%  iuued  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, entitled  ''An  act  to  authorise  (he  issuing  notes," 
passed  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  or  issued  under  the  authority  of 
any  subsequent  act  or  acts  of  Congress,  authorising,  or 
which  shall  authorize.  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued, 
previously  to  the  final  closing  of  the  subscriptions  to 
the  said  bank.    And  the  said  payment  shall  be  made 
and  completed  in  the  sums  and  at  the  times  here- 
inaiUr  declared,  that  is  to  say :  at  the  time  of  sub- 
•cribing  there  shall  be  paid  six  dollars  and  sixty-six 
cents  and  two-thirds  of  a  cent  on  each  share,  in  gold 
or  silver  coin ;  twenty  dollars  in  the  Treasury  notes 
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aforesaid ;  and  thirteen  doUaa  thirty-three  cents  and 
one-third  of  a  cent  in  the  public  debt  of  the  United 
States,  contracted  or  to  be  contracted,  ss  aforesaid : 
at  the  expiration  of  four  calendar  months  after  the 
time  of  subscribing  there  shall  be  paid  the  further  sum 
of  three  dollars  thirty-three  cents  and  one  third  of  a 
cent  on  each  share,  in  gold  or  silver  coin ;  ten  dollars 
in  the  Treasury  notes  aforesaid ;  and  six  doUara  stxtjr* 
six  cents  and  two-thirds  of  a  cent  in  the  public  debt 
of  the  United  States,  contracted  or  to  be  contracted  as 
aforeeaid :  at  the  expiratien  of  six  calendar  monllM 
fi^om  the  time  of  subseribiag  there  shall  be  paid  the 
further  sum  of  three  doUsrs  thirty-three  centi  and  one 
tUrd  of  a  cent  on  each  share,  in  gold  or  alver  ooin ;  ten 
dollars  in  the  Treasury  notes  aforesaid ;  and  six  dollavs 
sixty-six  cents  and  two-thirds  of  a  cant  in  the  pabKo 
debt  of  the  United  States,  contracted,  or  to  be  eentraet* 
ed,  as  aforesaid :  at  the  expiration  of  eight  calendar 
months  from  the  time  of  subscribing  there  shall  be  paid 
the  fiuther  sum  of  three  dollars  diir^-thiae  osnts  and 
one-thiid  of  a  cent,  in  gold  or  silver  coin ;  tan  dollars 
in  the  Treesury  notes  aforesaid ;  and  six  dollars  sixty- 
six  cents  and  two-thirds  of  a  cent  in  the  public  debt  of 
the  United  States,  contracted,  or  to  be  contiaeted,  as 
aforesaid.  And  the  sabscriptioas  in  pobhc  stock  and 
Treasury  notes,  as  aforssaid,  shall  be  taken  and  credpi 
ited  for  the  principal  and  so  much  of  the  interest  thereof 
respectively,  ss  shall  have  accrued  on  the  day  of  sob- 
scribing  th«  same.  And»  at  the  time  of  eubsorthing  t» 
the  capital  stoek  of  the  said  bank,  ss  aforssaid,  eaeh 
and  every  subscriber  shaU  deliver  to  the  cemmisiionew» 
at  the  pUee  of  subscribing,  as  weU  the  specie  oflsonm 
of  their  sabscriptions,  respectively,  ss  the  certifioalesef 
stock  for  the  stock  proportion  of  their  subscriptions,  re* 
spectively,  together  with  a  power  of  attorney  anthiDrft* 
ling  the  said  coamuarioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to 
tranafor  1^  said  stock,  in  doe  form  of  law,  to  "  The 
President,  Directors,  and  Company,  of  the  said  Bank 
of  the  United  States  of  America,*'  as  soon  as  the  said 
bank  shall  be  orgsniied ;  and,  also.  Treasury  nolps  for 
the  propnrtion  of  the  subscriptions,  respectively,  pay- 
able in  Treasuiy  notes  as  aforesaid :  PraM^  akitfif 
That  i^  in  consequence  of  the  mortionnient  of  shares 
in  the  said  bank  among  the  sabscribers,  in  the  eaea 
and  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  preeeribed,  any  sub* 
seiiher  shall  have  delbered  to  the  commissionen,  si 
the  time  of  snbsi»ibing,  a  greater  amount  of  speeia,. 
stock,  and  Treasuiy  aotes^  thtti  shall  be  necesssiy  to 
complste  the  paymenta  for  the  share  or  ahores  to  sooh. 
Bubscriber,  spportioned  as  aforesaid,  the  commission^ 
ers  shall  only  retain  so  much  of  the  said  money,  stock,, 
and  Treaeury  notee,  aa  shall  be  necessary  to  oompleta 
such  payments,  and  shall  forthwith  return,  on  appliea- 
tton  for  the  same,  the  surplus  thereof  to  the  subscriber 
lawfully  eaMed  thereto.  And  the  commissioneia  re* 
spectively  shall  deposits  the  gold  and  silver,  oertifieaiea 
ef  stock,  and  Treasury  notes,  by  them  respectivelf  re* 
oetved,  as  aforesaid,  from  the  subseribeni  to  the  ssad 
bank,  in  some  place  of  secure  and  safo  keeping,  so  that 
the  aame  may  and  shall  be  specifically  delivered  and 
transferred,  ss  the  same  were  by  them  respectively  re* 
ceived,  to  the  said  President,  Directors,  and  Company, 
of  the  said  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or 
to  then  order,  as  soon  as  shall  be  required  after  the 
organization  of  the  said  bank. 

Sxc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  United 
States  may.  at  any  time  before  Uie  expiration  of  this 
act,  in  puwuance  of  any  law  which  may  be  ptJJ^d  by 
Comtress  lor  that  purpose,  cause  to  be  subscnbed,  for 
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the  use  of  the  United  States,  to  teid  benk,  fifty  thoaeand 
additional  shares,  to  be  paid  in  pabtic  stodi,  bearing 
an  interest  of  foor  per  cent  per  annum,  redeemable  in 
any  soms,  and  at  any  periods,  which  the  Goremment 
may  deem  fit. 

8kc.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  whenever 
and  as  often  as  any  of  the  Treasury  notes^  subscribed 
as  aforesaid,  to  the  sud  capital  stock  of  the  said  bank, 
diall  be  due  and  payable,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required)  to  pay  and  redeem  the  same,  principal 
and  interest,  by  causing  certificates  of  public  stock  for 
an  equal  amount,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent, 
per  annum,  and  redeemable  in  any  sums,  and  at  any 
periods,  which  the  Government  may  deem  fit,  to  be 
prepared  and  made  in  the  usual  form,  and  the  same  to 
be  delivered  to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said 
bank,  in  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  such  Treasury 
notes. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sub- 
aeriben  to  the  said  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  Amcr^ 
iea,  their  successors  and  assigns,  shall  be,  and  are 
hereby  created,  a  corporation  and  body  politic,  by  the 
name  and  style  of  <*  The  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 
pany, of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America," 
and  shall  so  ooattnue  until  the  third  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five ; 
and  by  that  name  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  made,  able 
and  capable  in  law,  lo  have,  purchase,  reeeive,  possees, 
enjoy,  and  retain,  to  them  and  their  successors,  lands, 
lentsy  tenements,  hereditaments,  goods,  chattels,  and 
efleels,  of  whatsoeTer  kind,  nature^  and  quality,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  thirty-five  millions 
of  dollars,  including  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock 
aforesaid ;  and  the  same  to  sell,  grant,  demise,  alien,  or 
dispose  o^  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded, 
answer  and  be  answered,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  all 
courts  and  places  whatsoever ;  and  also  to  make,  have, 
and  use,  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter, 
and  renew,  at  their  pleasure ;  and,  also,  to  ordain, 
establish,  and  put  in  execution,  such  by-laws  and  ordi- 
nances, and  regulations,  as  they  shall  deem  necessary 
and  convenient,  for  the  government  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration, not  being  contrary  to  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States ;  and  generally  to  do  and  execute 
all  and  singular  the  acts,  matters,  and  things^  which  to 
them  it  shall  or  may  appertain  to  do ;  subject,  never- 
theless, to  the  rules,  regulations,  restrictions,  limita- 
tiims,  and  provisions,  hereinafter  prescribed  and  de- 
clared. 

Sac  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the 
management  of  the  affairs  of  the  said  corporation,  there 
shall  be  twenty-five  directors,  who  shall  be  elected  at 
the  banking  house  in  Philadelphia,  on  the  first  Monday 
of  January,  in  each  year,  by  the  stockhoideis  or  propri- 
etors of  the  capital  stock  of  the  said  corporation,  and  by 
a  plurality  of  votes  then  and  there  actually  given,  ac- 
cording to  the  scale  of  voting  hereinafter  prescribed. 
And  the  directors,  so  duly  chosen,  shall  be  capable  of 
serving  by  virtue  of  such  choice,  until  the  end  or  ex- 
piration of  the  first  Monday  in  January  next  ensuing 
the  time  of  such  election,  and  no  longer :  Presided, 
okoayM,  Tliat  the  first  election  and  appointment  of  di- 
rectors shall  be  at  the  time,  and  for  the  period,  herein- 
sAer  declared. 

Sac.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  as  soon  as 
the  sum  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars  in  gold  and  silver 
coin,  and  in  the  public  debt  and  Treasury  notes,  shall 
have  been  actually  received  on  account  of  the  subscrip- 
tiona  to  the  said  capital  stock,  (exclusively  of  the  sub- 


scription aforesaid  on  the  part  of  tiM  United  States.) 
notice  thereof  shall  be  give%  by  the  penooa  unda 
whose  superintendence  the  sobecrqitioBs  shall  have 
been  made  at  Philadelphia,  in  at  least  two  public  new»> 
papers,  printed  in  each  of  the  places  where  mibecri^ 
tions  ahall  have  been  made ;  and  the  said  pareoos  ahsli, 
at  the  same  time,  and  in  like  manner,  notify  a  tine 
and  place  within  the  said  city  of  Philadelphin,  at  the 
distance  of  at  least  twenty  days  from  the  tim«  of  suck 
notification,  for  proceeding  to  the  dectioB  of  dircdois 
as  aforesaid ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  aodi  electioB  t» 
be  then  and  there  made.  And  the  penona  who  sbsll 
be  then  and  there  chosen  as  aforesaid,  ahaU  be  the  first 
directors,  and  shall  proceed  to  elect  one  of  their  nea- 
her  president  of  the  said  corporation,  and  tiMy  absll 
bs  capable  of  serving  by  virtue  of  such  cfaoiee  until  tkc 
end  and  expiration  of  the  first  Monday  of  Jnnnnry  next 
ensuing  the  time  of  oaaking  the  aaae,  and  ahall  fbitb- 
with,  thereafter,  commence  the  opeiationa  of  the  cud 
bank,  at  the  said  dty  of  Philadelphia :  I^rmrided,  e^ 
wojfs.  That  in  case  it  should  at  any  time  happen  thst 
an  election  of  directors  and  pmident  nf  the  said 
corporation  ahonld  not  be  made  upon  any  day  wbsa, 
in  punnanoe  of  this  act,  they  ought  to  be  made,  tkt 
said  corporation  shall  not  lor  that  eanae  b«  deemed  is 
be  dissolved ;  but  it  shall  be  lawful  on  any  other  day 
to  hold  and  make  an  election  of  directon  and  presi- 
dent of  the  said  corporation,  (as  the  caao  nay  beO  ia 
soch  manner  n  ahall  have  been  ragnlated  by  the  by- 
laws and  ordinances  of  the  aaid  oorporataon  ;  and  im 
til  auch  election  be  so  made^  the  directors  and  preaideat, 
for  the  time  being,  shall  oontintte  in  olBee  ;  AndprO' 
vided  atto.  That,  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  er 
removal,  of  the  president  of  the  said  corporation,  the 
directors  shall  proceed  to  elect  another  president :  And 
provided,  atao,  Thai  in  case  of  the  death,  resignatioB, 
or  absence  from  the  United  States,  or  removal  of  a  di- 
rector from  office,  the  vacancy  shall  be  supplied  by  the 
stockholders. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  direc- 
tors, for  the  time  being,  shall  have  power  to  appoint  such 
officers,  clerks,  and  servants,  under  them,  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  executing  the  business  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration, and  to  allow  them  such  compensation  for  their 
services  respectively,  as  shall  be  reasonable  ;  and  shall 
be  capable  of  exercising  such  other  powers  and  authori- 
ties for  the  well  governing  and  ordering  of  the  afiairs 
of  the  said  corporation,  as  shall  be  prescribed,  fixed, 
and  determined,  by  the  laws,  regulations,  and  ordinan- 
ces of  the  same. 

Sac.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  follow- 
ing, restrictiona,  limitations,  and  provisioiM,  shall  form 
and  be  fundamental  articles  of  the  constitution  of  the 
said  corporation,  to  wit : 

1.  The  number  of  votes  to  which  the  stockholders 
shall  be  entitled,  in  voting  for  directors,  ahall  be  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  shares  he,  she,  or  they  respec- 
tively, shall  hold,  in  the  proportions  following,  that  is 
to  say :  for  one  share  and  not  more  than  two  shares, 
one  vote ;  for  every  two  shares  above  two  and  not  ex- 
ceeding ten,  one  vote ;  for  every  four  shares  above  ten 
and  not  exceeding  thirty,  one  vote ;  for  every  six  shares 
above  thirty  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  one  vote ;  for 
every  eight  shares  above  sixty  and  not  exceeding  one 
hundred,  one  vote ;  and  for  every  ten  shares  above  one 
hundred,  one  vote.  But  no  person,  copartnership^  or 
body  politic,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  greater  number  than 
thirty  votes;  and  after  the  first  election,  no  share  or 
shares  shall  confer  a  right  of  voting,  whidi  ahall  have 
been  holden  three  calendar  months  previons  to  the  day 
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of  election.  And  itockholders  actutUy  resident  within 
the  United  States,  and  none  other,  may  vote  in  elec- 
tions by  proxy. 

2.  Not  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  directors  in 
office,  at  the  time  of  an  annual  election,  shall  be  elected 
for  the  next  succeeding  year,  and  no  person  shall  be  a 
director  more  than  three  out  of  four  years ;  but  tho  di- 
rector who  shall  be  the  president  at  the  time  of  an  elec- 
tion, may  always  be  re-elected. 

3.  None  but  a  resident  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  holding  at  the  time  of  his  election  not  less  than 
ten  shares,  bona  fide  ia  his  own  right,  shall  be  a  direc- 
tor ;  and  if  any  director  shall  cease  to  be  a  stockholder 
to  that  amount,  he  shall  cease  to  be  a  director. 

4.  No  director  shall  be  entitled  to  any  emolument. 
The  stockholders  may  make  such  co^^>en8ation  to  the 
president,  for  his  extraordinary  attendance  at  the  bank, 
as  shall  appear  to  them  reasonable. 

5.  Not  less  than  seven  directors  shall  constitute  a 
board  for  the  transaction  of  businessy  of  whom  the  presi- 
dent shall  always  be  one,  except  in  case  of  sickness  or 
necessary  absence,  in  which  case  his  place  may  be  sup- 
plied by  any  other  director  whom  he,  by  writing,  un- 
der his  hand,  shall  depute  for  the  purpose.  And 
the  director  so  deputed,  may  do  and  transact  all  the 
necessary  business  belonging  to  the  office  of  the  pres- 
ident of  the  said  corporation,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  sickqess  or  necessary  absence  of  the  president. 

6.  A  number  of  stockholders  not  less  than  sixty, 
who,  together,  shall  be  proprietors  of  one  thousand 
shares  or  upwards,  shall  have  power  at  any  time  to 
call  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  for  purposes 
relative  to  the  institution,  giving  at  least  ten  weeks* 
notice  in  two  public  newspapers  of  the  place  where  the 
bank  is  seated,  and  specifying  in  such  notice  the  object 
OT  objects  of  such  meeting. 

7.  Every  cashier  or  treasurer,  before  he  enters  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  be  required  to  give  bond, 
with  two  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
directors,  in  a  sum  not  less  than  filly  thousand  dollars, 
with  a  condition  for  his  good  behaviour,  and  the  faithful 
performance  of  his  duties  to  the  corporation. 

8.  The  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  which 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  corporation  to  hold,  shall 
be  only  requisite  for  its  immediate  accommodation  in 
relation  to  the  convenient  transacting  of  its  business, 
and  such  as  shall  have  been  bona  fide  mortgaged  to  it 
by  way  of  securityt  or  conveyed  to  it  in  satisfaction  of 
debts  previously  contracted  in  the  course  of  its  dealings, 
or  purchased  at  sales,  upon  judgments  which  shall  have 
been  obtained  for  such  debts. 

9.  The  total  amount  of  debts  which  the  said  corpo- 
ration shall  at  any  time  owe,  whether  by  bond,  bill, 
note,  or  other  contract,  over  and  above  tho  debt  or 
debts  doe  for  money  deposited  in  the  bank,  shall  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  unless  the 
contracting  of  any  greater  debt  shall  have  been  pre- 
viously authorized  by  a  law  of  the  United  States.  In 
case  of  excess,  the  directors  under  whose  administra- 
tion it  shall  happen,  shall  be  liable  for  tbe  same,  in 
their  natural  and  private  capacities,  and  an  action  of 
debt  may,  in  such  case,  be  brought  against  them,  or 
any  of  them,  their  or  any  of  their  heirs,  executors,  or 
administrators,  in  any  court  of  record  of  the  United 
States,  or  either  of  them,  by  any  creditor  or  creditors 
of  the  said  corporation,  and  may  be  prosecuted  to  judg- 
ment smd  execution,  any  condition,  covenant,  or  agree- 
ment, to  the  contrary  ;iotwithstanding.  But  this  pro- 
vision shall  not  be  construed  to  exempt  the  said  cor- 
poration, or  the  lands,  tenements,  goods,  or  chattels,  of 


the  same,  from  being  also  liable  for,  and  chargeable 
with,  the  said  excess.  Such  of  the  said  directoM  who 
may  have  been  absent  when  the  said  excess  was  con- 
tracted or  created,  or  who  may  have  dissented  from 
the  resolution  or  act  whereby  the  same  was  so  con- 
tracted or  created,  may  respectively  exonerate  them- 
selves from  being  so  liable,  by  forthwith  giving  notice 
of  the  fact,  and  of  their  absence  or  dissent,  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  25tates,  and  to  the  stockholders,  at  a 
general  meeting,  which  they  ahall  have  power  to  call 
for  that  purpose. 

10,  The  said  corporation  shall  not,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, deal  or  trade  in  anything  except  bills  of  exchange* 
gold  or  silver  bullion,  or  in  the  sale  of  goods  really  and 
truly  pledged  for  money  lent,  and  not  redeemed  in  dne 
time,  or  goods  which  shall  be  the  proceeds  of  its  lands. 
It  shall  not  be  st  liberty  to  porcnaso  any  public  debt 
whatsoever ;  nor  shall  it  take  more  than  at  the  rate 
of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  for  or  upon  its  loans  or 
diicounts. 

11.  The  said  corporation  shall  not,  in  any  one  ye«r» 
sell  any  portion  of  the  public  debt  constituting  a  part 
of  its  capital  stock  aforeaaid,  to  an  amoont  exceedinf 
five  miUions  of  dollars,  without  the  consent  ofCongreei. 

13.  No  loan  ahall  be  made  by  the  said  corpofation» 
for  the  use,  or  on  account,  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  to  an  amount  exceeding  five  hiindfed 
thousand  dollars ;  or  any  particular  State,  to  an  amount 
exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars;  or  to  any  foreign 
Prince  or  State,  unless  previously  authorised  by  a  law 
of  the  United  Sutes. 

13.  The  stock  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  assign- 
able and  transferable  according  to  such  rules  as  shall 
be  instituted  in  that  behalf^  by  the  laws  and  ordinances 
of  the  same. 

14.  The  bills  obligatory  and  of  credit,  under  the  seal 
of  the  said  corporation,  which  shall  be  made  to  any 
person  or  persons,  shall  be  assignable  by  endoriement 
thereupon,  under  the  hand  or  hands  of  such  person  or 
persons,  and  his,  her,  or  their  executors  or  administre- 
tors,  and  of  his,  her,  or  their  asaignee  or  assignees,  and 
the  executors  or  administrators  of  such  assignee  oi  as- 
signees, and  so  as  absolutely  to  transfer  and  vest  the  pro- 
perty thereof  in  each  and  every  assijgnee  or  assignees» 
successively,  and  to  enable  such  asaignee  or  asstgneesy 
and  his,  her,  or  their  executors  or  administrators,  to 
maintain  an  action  thereupon  in  his,  her,  or  their  owa 
name  or  names.  And  the  bills  or  notes  which  may  be 
issued  by  order  of  the  said  corporation,  signed  by  the 
president  and  countersigned  by  the  principal  cashier 
or  treasurer  thereof,  promising  the  payment  of  money 
to  any  person  or  persons,  his,  her,  or  their  order,  or  to 
bearer,  although  not  under  the  seal  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration, shall  be  landing  and  obligatory  upon  the  same, 
in  the  like  manner,  and  with  the  like  force  and  effect, 
as  upon  any  private  person  or  persons,  if  issued  by  him, 
her,  or  them,  in  his,  tier,  or  their  private  or  natural  ca- 
pacity or  capacities,  and  shall  be  assignable  and  nego- 
tiable in  like  manner  as  if  they  were  so  issued  by  such 
private  person  or  persons ;  that  is  so  say :  those  whicji 
shall  be  payable  to  any  person  or  persons,  his,  her,  or  their 
order,  shall  be  assignable  by  endorsement,  in  like  man- 
ner, and  with  the  like  efifect,  as  foreign  bills  of  exchange 
now  are;  and  those  which  are  payable  to  bearer  shall 
be  assignable  and  negotiable  by  delivery  only. 

16.  Half  yearly  dividends  shall  be  made  of  so  much 
of  the  profiu  of  the  bank  as  shell  appear  to  the  direo- 
tora  advisable ;  and  once  in  eveiy  w^ee  years,  the  di- 
rectors shaU  lay  before  the  stockholders,  at  a  general 
meeting,  for  their  information,  •»  •»«»  and  puticaJss 
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•tfttoment  of  the  debts  whiek  ht^e  remaiiMd  aD|Nud 
tiler  the  expiretion  <»f  the  original  credit,  for  e  period 
of  treble  the  term  of  thet  credit,  and  of  the  eorpliu  of 
yioite,  if  any,  alter  deducting  loaaet  and  dividenda.  If 
there  ehall  be  a  fcilnre  in  the  payment  of  any  part  of 
■ay  ram  fubaoribed  by  any  pmon,  copartnerahip,  or 
body  politic,  the  party  failing  ihall  loee  the  benefit  of 
aay  dividend  which  may  have  aecmed  prior  to  the  tame 
for  making  rach  payment,  and  during  the  delay  of  the 


16.  The  directora  of  aaid  corporation  ahafl  be  bound 
to  eetablish  a  competent  office  of  diacount  and  deposite 
in  the  Dietrict  of  Columbia,  whenever  any  law  of  the 
United  Statea  ahal!  require  auch  eatabKahment ;  and  it 
•hall  be  lawfhl  for  the  aaid  directon  to  eatabliah  offices 
whereaoerer  they  d^all  think  fit,  within  the  United 
States  or  the  Territories  thereof;  far  the  purpoaea  of  dis- 
eount,  deposite,  and  diatribution ;  or  fiw  tne  purposes 
of  deposite  and  distribution  only ;  and  upon  the  same 
terms,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  ahall  be  practiied 
at  the  bank ;  and  to  commit  the  management  of  the 
•aid  offieea,  and  the  businesi  thereof  respectively,  to 
•Uch  persons,  and  under  such  regulations,  as  they  shall 
deem  proper,  not  being  contrary  to  law  or  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  bank.  Or,  instead  of  establiahing  such 
offices,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  db'ectors  of  the  said 
corporation,  from  time  to  time,  to  employ  any  other 
bi&k  or  banks,  at  any  place  or  placea  that  they  may 
deem  safe  and  proper,  to  manage  and  transact  the  busi- 
ness proposed  as  aforesaid  to  be  managed  and  trans- 
acted by  such  offices,  under  such  agreements,  and  sub- 
ject to  tuch  regulations,  as  they  shall  deem  just  and 
proper.  But  the  managers  and  directors  of  erery  of- 
fice of  discount,  deposite,  and  distribution,  established 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  annually  appointed  by  the  direc- 
tors of  the  bank,  to  serre  one  year;  each  of  them  shall 
be  a  citiaen  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  hold,  at  the 
time  of  his  appointment,  not  less  than  ^re  shares  in  the 
•aid  bank,  bona  fide  in  his  own  right;  and  if  he  shall 
cease  to  be  a  stockholder  to  that  amount,  he  shall  cease 
to  be  a  manager  or  director  of  such  office  of  discount, 
deposite,  and  distribution ;  and  not  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  said  managers  or  directors  in  office  at  die 
time  of  an  annual  appointment,  shall  be  re-appointed 
for  the  next  succeeding  year;  nor  shall  any  pepson 
be  a  manager  or  director  for  more  than  three  out  of 
four  years;  but  the  president  may  be  always  re-ap- 
pointed. 

17.  The  said  corpora&m,  all  offices  of  discount,  de- 
Ijosite,  and  distribution,  and  of  deposite  and  distribu- 
tkn  only,  which  shaU  be  established  by  the  said  di- 
recton as  aforesaid,  and  all  banks  by  the  said  directon 
employed  in  lieu  of  rach  offieea  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
bound  to  receive,  upon  deposite,  the  Trearary  notes  of 
the  United  States  which  have  been  or  maybe  hereafter 
keued  by  virtue  of  any  law  or  laws  of  the  United  States ; 
but  it  shtdl  be  optional  with  the  said  corporation  to  pay 
and  diraharge  the  checks  or  drafts  of  the  persons  making 
rach  deposite,  in  Treasuiy  notes,  for  the  amount  thereof, 
either  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  or  in  the  notes  of  the  bank, 
or  in  Trearary  notes.  And  all  banks  by  the  said  di- 
recton employed  as  aforesaid,  in  lieu  of  the  offices 
aforesaid,  shall  be  further  bound  to  receive  on  depoaite, 
and  to  circulate,  the  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  on 
the  same  terms,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  the  notes 
of  the  said  banks  respectiyely  are  received  and  circu- 
lated ;  and,  from  time  to  time,  issue  and  exchange  for 
the  said  notes  of  the  said  corporation.  oUier  notes  of 
the  said  corporation,  or  the  notes  of  the  said  banks  re- 
spoetively,  or  Trearaiy  notes,  at  the  option  of  the  per^ 


eons  applying  for  rach  israe  or  exdiange.  The  mi 
corporation  shall,  at  all  times,  distribate  amoof  dt 
offices  of  discount,  deposite,  and  distribation,  «b^  i 
deposite  and  distribution  only,  and  at  mil  the  boh 
employed  in  lieu  of  rach  offices  as  afbreaaid,  s  ssS 
dent  ram,  in  the  various  denominatioas  of  the  notn  ef 
the  aaid  corporation,  and  in  the  TVeasory  notes  ir&id 
it  may  raceive  upon  deposito  firom  the  GoTentmeot,  tB 
answer  the  demand  therefor,  and  to  establish  a  lafi- 
dent  drcolating  medium  throughout  the  United  Sstts 
and  the  Territories  thereof. 

18.  The  officer  at  the  head  of  the  Tnmmurj  Deprt- 
ment  of  the  United  States  shall  be  fumislied,  hoa  sk 
to  time,  as  often  as  he  may  require,  not  ezeeeding  eoa 
a  week,  with  statementa  of  the  amount  of  capital  stad 
of  the  said  corporation,  and  of  the  debts  due  ta  ^ 
same ;  of  the  moneys  deposited  therein ;  of  the  km 
in  circulation ;  and  of  the  cash  in  hand ;  and  dull  bm 
a  right  to  inspect  such  general  accounta  in  the  boab 
of  the  bank  as  shall  relato  to  the  said  statement:  ^ 
videdy  That  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  imply  t  rig^ 
of  inspecting  the  account  of  any  private  isdividail  or 
indiridoaltf  with  the  bank. 

Sac.  10.  And  be  U  Jurther  maded.  That  if  tki 
said  corporation,  or  an  v  person  or  persons  for  or  to  fk 
use  of  the  same,  shall  deal  or  trade  in  buying  or  teSai 
any  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  commoditiei  vtat- 
soever,  contrsiy  to  the  provisions  of  this  ect,  all  tsd 
every  person  or  persons  by  whom  any  order  or  dinc- 
tion  for  so  dealing  or  trading  shaU  have  been  gi^a, 
and  all  and  every  person  and  persons  who  shall  hn 
been  concerned  as  parties  or  agenta  therein,  ahal!  is- 
feit  and  lose  treble  the  value  of  the  goods,  wares,  aer- 
chandises,  and  commodities,  in  which  sacli  dealing  u^ 
trade  shall  have  been ;  one  half  thereof  to  the  ok  cf 
the  informer,  and  the  other  half  thereof  to  the  aae  «* 
the  United  States,  to  be  recovered  in  any  acCioa  at  ii«, 
with  costa  of  suit. 

Sxc.  11.  And  htU further  enacted,  Thatif  the  said 
corporation  shall  advance  or  lend  any  aum  of  mooe;, 
for  the  use  or  on  account  of  the  Govemmeat  of  iht 
United  States,  to  an  amount  exceeding  tfane  handled 
thousand  dollan;  or  of  any  particular  State,  to  aa 
amount  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollan;  or  of  any 
foreign  Prince  or  State,  (unless  previously  authorixsti 
thereto  by  a  law  of  the  ITnited  Statea^)  all  and  evsj 
person  and  persons^  by  and  with  whose  order,  agrev* 
ment,  consent,  approbation,  and  connivance,  such  sir 
lawful  advance  or  loan  shall  have  been  made,  opoa 
conviction  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  every  sadi 
offence,  treble  the  value  or  amount  of  the  sum  or  sutt« 
which  shall  have  been  so  unlawfully  advanced  or  lent; 
one-fifUi  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  tfe 
residue  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  Statea. 

Sac.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  bSh 
or  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  originally  made  pay- 
able, or  which  ahall  have  become  payable  on  demand^ 
shall  be  receivable  in  all  paymenta  to  the  United 
States,  until  otherwise  directed  by  act  of  Congroai^ 

Skc.  13.  And  be  it  further  enaetedy  That  if  the  ssb- 
scriptions  and  paymenta  to  the  said  bank  ahall  not  Im 
maoe  and  completed,  so  as  to  enable  the  same  to  oea^ 
mence  ita  operationa,  or  if  the  said  bank  ahall  not  coei' 
mence  ito  operations  on  or  before  the  fint  day  of  Mard 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  then,  and  is 
that  case,  this  act  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Sac.  14.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  it  ahall  « 
all  times  be  lawful  for  a  committee  of  either  House  « 
Congress^  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  th 
boolui,  and  to  examine  into  the  proceedings,  of  the  ooi 
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poratien  hereby  created,  and  to  report  whether  the  pro- 
▼isloos  of  this  charter  have  been  by  the  eame  violated 
or  not:  tod  whenever  any  committee,  ae  a£}resaid, 
shall  find  and  report,  or  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the  charter  has 
been  violated,  it  may  be  lawful  for  Congress  to  direct, 
or  the  Preeident  to  order  a  scire  &cias  to  be  sued  ont 
of  Uie  circuit  court  of  the  district  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States,  (which  shall  be  exe- 
cuted upon  the  president  of  the  corporation,  for  the 
tune  being,  at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  term  of  said  court,)  calling  on  the  said 
corporation  to  show  cause  wherefore  the  charter  hereby 
granted  shall  not  be  declared  forfeited ;  and  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  court,  upon  the  return  of  the  said 
scire  facias,  to  examine  into  the  truth  of  the  alleged 
violation ;  and  if  such  violation  be  made  appear,  then 
to  pronounce  and  adjudge  that  the  said  charter  is  for- 
feited and  annulled:  Providedt  however.  Every  iisue 
of  &ct  which  may  be  joined  between  the  United  States 
and  the  corporation  aforesaid  shall  be  tried  by  jury. 
And  it  shall  be  lawful  fi>r  the  court  aforesaid  to  require 
the  production  of  such  of  the  books  of  the  corporation 
as  it  may  deem  necessary  fi>r  the  ascertainment  of  the 
controverted  facts ;  and  the  final  judgment  of  the  court 
aforesaid  shall  be  examinable  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  by  writ  of  error,  and  may  be  there 
reversed  or  affirmed,  according  to  Uie  usages  of  law. 

Sxc.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacttdf  That,  during 
the  continuance  of  this  act,  and  whenever  required  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  said  corporation 
shall  do  and  perform  the  several  and  respective  duties 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Loans  for  the  several  States, 
or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  at  the  times,  in  the  man- 
ner, and  upon  the  terms,  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasujj. 

Sxc.  16.  And  he  ti  further  enacted^  That  no  other 
bank  shall  be  establidied  by  any  future  law  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  during  the  continuance  of  the  corporation 
hereby  created;  for  which  the  fidth  of  the  United 
States  is  herebv  pledged :  provided.  Congress  may  re- 
new existing  charters  for  banks  in  the  Bistrict  of  Co- 
lumbia, not  increasing  the  capital  thereof;  and  may 
grant  charters,  if  they  deem  it  expedient,  to  any  bank- 
ing associations  now  in  operation  in  the  said  JDistrict, 
and  renew  the  same,  not  mcreasing  the  capital  thereof 
And  notwithstanding  the  expiration  of  the  term  for 
which  the  said  corporation  is  created,  it  shall  be  lawful 
to  use  the  corporate  name,  style,  and  capacity,  for  the 
purpose  of  suits,  for  the  final  settlement  and  liquidation 
of  the  afbirs  and  accounts  of  the  corporation,  and  for 
the  sale  and  disposition  of  their  estate,  real,  personal, 
and  mixed,  but  not  for  any  other  purpose^  or  In  any 
other  manner  whatsoever :  nor  for  a  period  exceeding 
two  years,  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  in- 
corporation. 

LANGDON  CHEVES, 
Speaker  Home  of  Representatives* 

JOHN  GAILLARD, 
President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tern. 

The  Prb»10BJIt'8  objeetions  were  also  again 
read ;  and  oo  motioa,  by  Mr.  Barboor,  the  fur- 
ther coosideration  thereof  was  postponed  t^  aod 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Tharsday  next. 


WfiDNBSDAT,  Febraary  1. 

The  bill  to  allow  a  drawback  of  duties  on  spirits 
distilled,  and  certain  goods,  wares^  and  merchan- 


dise, manafaetured,  within  tha  Uoitad  States,  was 
reaa  a  second  time. 

On  motioa,  by  Mr.  Qilbb,  two  members  were 
added  to  the  Committee  on  Military  A&irs ;  and 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Varnum  were  appointed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  giving  the  right  of  pre- 
emption in  the  purchase  of  lands  to  certain  set- 
tlers in  the  Indiana  Territory  f*  also,  a  bill,  enti- 
tled '^An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  prop- 
ert^r  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
while  in  the  military  service  or  the  United  States;'' 
in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate.    * 

The  two  bills  last  mentiooed  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  readine. 

Mr.  Varmosi,  horn  the  Militia  Cooinittee,  re* 
ported  a  bill  to  authorise  a  detachment  from  the 
militia  of  the  United  States  i  and  the  bill  was 
read. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  hill,  entitled  **An 
act  coneenMOf:  Matthew  Qay,  John  Woodward, 
Samuel  Tennison.  and  Wilfred  Drury,**  reported 
it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  additional  roT- 
enue;>  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government^ 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  di- 
rect tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  proyide 
for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same;"  and  the 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
eaues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Groverameotp 
and  maintainioff  the  |iublie  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  househoGl  furnitare,  and  on  gold  and  silver 
watches,"  reported  it  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  coasaderatioB  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Ordnance  de- 
partment," together  with  the  amendments  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  select  committee ;  and  the 
amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accordipglv. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Oiles,  the  bill  as  amended 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  further  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public 
buildings  within  the  City  of  Washington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  that  the  further 
oonsideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  seooad 
Moaday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
nMrative— yeas  7,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

YiAS— MsMrs.  Dana,  German,  Hunter,  Kinff,  Lam- 
bert, Mason,  and  WeUa, 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Bibb,  Bsown,Ohace,Co». 
dit,  DagBstt,  Fiomentin,  GaiUard,  Giles,  Gold^oroogh, 
Horsey,  Kevr,  Laoock,  Morrow,  Bobsrto,  Smith,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Tamer,  Vanram,  Walker,  and  MThartOD. 

Mr.PROMBNTiN  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
a  select  committee,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.  The  motion  was  postponed  uotu  to- 
morrow. 
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Defence  of  the  City  of  BaUimore. 


Fb^ruabt,  1815. 


[There  took  place  on  thesabject  an  interesting 
debate.  Messrs.  Lacock,  Babbour,  Daqqbtt, 
and  Kerb,  were  the  principal  adrocates  of  the 
bill,  and  Messrs.  Mason,  Dana,  and  Qebman, 
its  principal  opponents.] 

DEFENCE   OF  THE  CITY  OF  BALTIMORE. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Vigilance  and  Safety  of  the  city  and 
precincts  of  Baltimore,  praying  effectual  protec- 
tion against  the  enemy,  as  is  slated  in  the  memo- 
rial; which  was  read,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Smith,  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiairs,to  consider  and  repeat  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows: 

To  the  President  of  the  United  Stetes,  and  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  Ameries»  in  Congress  assembled,  the  memorial  of 
the  Committee  of  Vigilance  and  Safety  of  the  city 
and  precincts  of  Baltimore. 

Tour  memorialists  beg  leave  to  draw  your  attention 
to  the  necessity  of  providing  a  force  aaeqaate  to  the 
defence  of  the  city  of  BaltiBore»  during  the  next  cam- 
paign, and,  in  doing  so,  they  would  take  the  liberty  to 
sulunit  the  following  statement  and  reflections  for  your 
consideration : 

Nothing  has  so  strikingly  illustrated  the  easy  ac- 
cessibility of  the  city  of  BalUmore  to  an  invading 
enemy,  as  the  demonstration  made  upon  it  during  the 
last  Summer.  It  then  appeared  that  large  frigates, 
and  any  number  of  bomb  vessels,  could,  without  mo- 
lestation from  the  shore,  approach  and  lie  within  shell 
range  of  Fort  McHenry,  the  chief  strong  hold  of  the 
dty ;  and  that,  unless  the  channels  should  be  season- 
ably and  efiectually  obstructed,  they  might  approach 
wi^iin  reach  of  the  dty  itself  along  a  prong  of  the 
Patapsco,  called  Feny  Branch.  It  also  appeared  that 
any  number  of  troops  may  with  ease  be  landed  on  that 
long  narrow  slip  of  land,  called  Patapeco  Neck,  the 
most  remote  point  of  which  is  about  twelve  miles  from 
Baltimore,  and  that,  when  landed,  unless  checked  or 
repelled  by  an  equal  or  superior  Ibroe,  they  may,  in  a 
very  short  time,  be  marched  to  the  assault  of  any  part 
of  the  dty.  Thus  much  has  been  dearly  evinced  by 
the  late  attack  of  the  enemy.  The  other  directions 
from  which  assaults  were  seriously  apprehended,  it 
might  be  highly  imprudent  to  point  out  and  explain 
in  a  paper,  with  the  contents  of  which  the  enemy  may 
hereafter  become  acquainted ;  and  the  more  especially 
dnoe  that  enemy,  everywhere  barbarous  and  malig- 
nant, may  well  be  supposed  to  cherish  a  peculiarly 
rancorous  spirit  of  hostility  against  a  dty  from  which 
he  has  been  driven  back  with  disappointment  and  dis- 
grace, and  to  be  anxiously  attentive  to  all  the  means 
by  which  he  may  best  explore  cverr  avenue  lo  assault, 
and  be  enabled  to  select  the  weakest  and  most  vnl* 
aerable. 

The  people  of  Baltimore,  apprised  of  the  power  and 
temper  of  the  enemy  with  whom  they  had  to  contend, 
have,  during  the  last  Summer,  exerted  every  means 
in  their  power  to  render  their  dty  as  strong  and  as 
defensible  as  possible.  They  hold  in  readiness  ob- 
atractions  prepared  to  be  thrown  into  the  channels  of 
the  river  leading  to  the  dty,  at  the  shortest  notice; 
have,  chiefly  by  their  own  personal  Isbor  or  contribu- 
tions, caused  forti,  redoubts,  or  breastworks,  to  be 
thrown  up,  and  nearly  oompletedy  under  the  direction 


of  the  military  authority,  round  about  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  the  dty ;  and  they  have  aided,  as  lisr  as  in  their 
power,  in  procuring  and  mounting  the  ordnance  neces- 
sary and  suitable  to  the  works  so  erected.  Whea 
those  tines  and  forts  shall  be  well  and  foUy  manned, 
Baltimore  will  feel  perfectly  secure;  its  dtisens  msy 
then  with  confidence  set  the  enemy  at  defiance ;  biU 
not  till  then. 

Tour  memorialists  deem  it  unnecessary  to  state  tbe 
strength  of  the  regular  force  now  stationed  here,  be- 
cause the  most  correct  sources  of  information  upon 
this  subject  are  at  the  seat  of  Government.    It  is,  how- 
ever, confessedly  very  inferior,  end  inadequate  to  the 
defence  of  the  city.    Tour  memorialists  have  not  been 
able  to  ascertain  with  precision  the  number  of  men 
requisite  for  the  defence  of  Baltimore ;  bat  from  a 
consideration  of  the  ease  with  which  the  dt/  may  be 
approached,  both  by  land  and  water,  as  manifested  in 
the  late  attack ;  of  the  various  points  to  be  defended ; 
of  the  reported  threats  and  disposable  force  of  the  en- 
emy ;  and  also  of  information  obtained  from  some  <^ 
the  most  experienced  and  intelligent  military  charac- 
ters, they  are  strongly  impressed  with  a  belief  that  a 
considerable  permanent  force  of  regulars  is  indispensa- 
ble to  the  safety  of  the  dty.     whether  such  a  fores 
can  be  detached  from  the  military  establishment  now 
on  foot,  is  more  than  your  memorialists  can  undertake 
to  say ;  but  every  expectation  that  it  would  be  done, 
has  thus  far  been  withheld  from  them,  and  they  have 
uniformly  been  given  to  understand  that  their  reliance 
must  be  placed,  during  the  next  campaign,  as  hereto- 
fore, on  the  militia  to  be  called  together  as  occasion 
may  require.     Against  such  an  arrangement  your  me- 
morialiits,  on  behalf  of  their  fellow-dtixens,  the  peopje 
of  Baltimore  and  its  precincts,  must  beg  leave  warmly 
to  remonstrate  and  most  decidedly  to  protest.     Tlie 
inefficiency  of  militia  alone  for  any  regular  or  im- 
portant operation  of  war,  has  been  so  often  and  so 
fully   tested  that    it  cannot    now  bo    necesssry   to 
adduce  either  proofs,  or  arguments,  to  show  what 
has  been  so   long   and  universally   admitted.     The 
experience  of  this,  as  well   as   that  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  shows  that,  to  repel  the  hasty  predatory 
incursions  of  an  enemy,  militia  msy  often  be  brought 
to  act  with  much  effect,  and  that  they  are  a  useful,  and 
often  powerful  auxiliary  force  in  partisan  warfare ;  it 
also  shows  that  it  would  be  extremely  unsafe  to  rely 
upon  them  solely  for  the  defence  of  the  extensive  lines 
of  a  large  dty  against  any  very  considerable  invading 
regular  force.     An  army  of  militia,  to  be  equal  in 
strength  to  that  of  a  regular  one,  must  always  be  vast- 
ly superior  in  numbers ;  yet,  however,  the  history  of 
military  aflairs  in  all  times  has  shown,  that  a  mere 
mass  of  armed  men,  or  undisciplined  militia,  beyond  a 
certain  number,  brings  with  it  little  or  no  additional 
strength.    Taking  this  prindple  as  correct,  your  rae- 
moridistB  do  humbly  conceive  that  scarcely  any  militia 
force  that  could  be  hastily  collected  about  their  dty, 
could  secure  it  against  a  large  invading  army  of  well 
disdplined  regulars.    Tour  memorialists  have  no  rea- 
son to  doubt  the  eourage  of  their  feUow^tisens  com- 
podng  the  militia ;  far  otherwise ;  they  insist  onlf 
that,  without  the  combined  movement,  concert,  and 
discipline  of  a  regular  army,  courage  can  do  nothings 
and  numbers  produce  only  confusion  and  disorder.    A 
militia  force,  hastily  assembled,  is  not  only  the  most 
unsafe,  it  is  also  the  most  expensive.    They  are  not,  it 
is  true,  usually  retuned  in  service  during  a  whole  cam- 
paign ;  but  being  necessarily  far  more  numeioua  than 
regulars,  and  infinitely  more  wasteftil  of  all  the  muni* 
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tiom  of  war,  they  are  in  the  end  maeh  more  coetly 
and  burdensome.  But  the  exeloeive  oee  of  a  militia 
force  brings  with  it  other  e?ile,  of  a  natare  bo  atriking 
and  fatal,  aa,  even  if  it  were  not  liable  to  the  charge  of 
prodigality  and  iniecurity,  might  indaoe  iu  to  avoid  it. 
It  interropts  the  pursuits  of  husbandry,  and  embar- 
rasses every  branch  of  industry,  to  the  impoverishment 
of  individuals  and  the  ruin  of  the  State.  It  draws  in- 
to the  field  men  who  are  not  prepared,  either  in  mind 
or  body,  for  its  hazards  or  fatigues ;  possessing  little 
capacity  to  annoy  the  enemy,  and  yet  less  to  endure 
the  privations  and  hardships  of  a  camp.  It  is  known 
to  destroy  by  disease  and  to  break  down  the  constitu- 
tions of  more  than  double  the  numbers  of  those  who 
perish  or  are  permanently  injured  ty  sickness  in  a  reg- 
ular army ;  and  to  augment  the  sum  of  human  misery, 
lar  more  than  enlistments  could,  by  diffnnng  more 
widely  anxiety  among  families  in  proportion  to  the  su- 
perior numbers  of  the  militia  force,  and  the  superior 
importance  of  the  greater  part  of  it  to  those  who  are 
connected  with  or  depend  upon  them. 

Your  memorialsts  are  aware  that  it  may  be  difficult, 
perhaps  impossible,  to  provide  a  body  of  regulars,  en- 
listed upon  th^  terms  of  the  existing  laws,  in  season 
for  the  defence  of  their  city  during  the  next  campaign, 
but  they  flatter  themselves  that  a  law  might  be  framed 
and  passed,  by  virtue  of  which  the  necessary  number 
of  able-bodied  men  might  be  called  into  the  field  for 
local,  stationary,  or  limited  service,  during  one  cam- 
paign, at  the  least,  if  not  longer. 

Tour  memorialists  would  here  beg  leave  to  observe 
that,  aa  among  the  most  important  powers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  is  that  of  the  right  to  declare  war,  so 
the  providing  supplies,  and  all  the  means  for  its  active 
prosecution,  and  the  superintending  its  faithful  and 
vigorous  management,  are  among  its  most  sacred  trusts 
and  binding  obligations.   The  rapid  and  decisive  move- 
ments of  war  imperatively  require,  to  insure  even  safety, 
much  more  success,  a  corresponding  promptitude  and 
decision  of  the  Government  by  which  it  is  waged ;  a 
war  of  enterprise  and  vigor  not  only  drives  danger 
from  the  door  of  every  citizen,  calls  forth  a  bold,  manly 
spirit  of  patriotism,  and  adorns  the  nation  with  rays  of 
imperiahable  glory,  but  is  also  the  least  costly,  the  least 
wasteful  of  human  life,  the  least  tedious,  and  almost 
always  terminates  in  the  most  sure  and  lasting  peace. 
While,  on  the  other  hand,  the  shrinking  policy  of  bare 
defence  paralyzes  the  powers  of  the  nation,  impercep- 
tibly wastes  its  resources,  and  invites  the  aggressions  of 
an  enemy.     Under  such  impressions,  it  would  be  the 
earnest  wish  of  your  memorialists  that  the  energies  of 
their  country  should  be  so  actively  and  forcibly  exerted 
as  to  drive  their  present  enemy,  with  his  barbarous  sys- 
tem of  warfore,  far  fh>m  their  homes ;  but,  since  that 
■eems  to  be  at  present  impracticable,  owing  to  his  great- 
ly superior  powers,  they  do,  therefore,  humbly  beg  and 
entreat  that  the  means  for  their  defence  may  be  pro- 
vided by  a  timely  and  adequate  exercise  of  the  legiti- 
mate and  wholesome  powers  of  the  nation.    Unless 
the  General  Government  does,  by  a  seasonable  and 
vigorous  effort,  provide  for  the  common  defence  along 
the  Atlantic  border,  your  memorialists  are  very  seri- 
ously apprehensive  that  they  will  be  amongst  the  first, 
and,  perhaps,  the  most  signal,  of  the  victims  of  the 
ruinous  policy  of  relying  altogether  upon  an  inefficient 
militia  force,  or  of  leaving  every  State  to  defend  itself 
according  to  its  ability ;  for  a  crisis  has  now  arrived, 
when  not  only  the  dty  of  Baltimore,  but  the  State  of 
Maryland  itself,  can  only  hope  for  protection  and  safety 
through  the  powers  and  means  of  Uie  National  Govern- 


ment.   Bxpoeed  and  vulnerable  as  Maryland  is,  to  Its 
centre,  harassed  and  plundered  as  it  has  been,  it  feels, 
with  the  most  lively  sensibiti^,  that  it  is  new,  indeed, 
wholly  dependent  upon  the  Union  for  salvation ;  for, 
alone,  it  is  utterly  unequal  to  the  contest.    The  pres- 
ent war  has,  however,  clearly  shown  that  the  most  po> 
tent  of  the  States  is  not  altogether  equal  to  its  own 
defence,  and  that  one  of  the  smallest  has  compelled  th« 
enemy  to  fly  from  its  territory,  when  aided  by  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Union.    When  your  memorialists  consider 
how  very  obvious  it  must  be  to  the  mind  of  any  one, 
who  will  reflect  only  for  a  moment  upon  the  snbjeel, 
that  a  single  campaign,  undertaken  by  Vf  aryland  alone, 
in  defence  of  its  own  shores,  would  not  only  prostrate 
its  finances,  but,  perhaps,  mortgage  its  resources  lor 
agea  to  come,  without,  in  the  end,  effiseting  any  vala- 
able  purpose ;  they  feel  inspired  with  the  highest  de- 
gree of  confidence  that  their  National  Government,  so 
eminently  characterised  for  its  impartial  and  liberal 
justice,  will  with  alacrity  and  promptitude  aflbrd  them 
the  succor  so  necessary  to  their  safety ;  nor  do  they 
feel  less  confident  that  there  is  not  a  single  citisen  of 
Maryland,  so  lost  to  a  just  regard  for  his  own  best  in- 
terests, as  to  hesitate  one  moment  in  co-operating  with 
the  General  Government  in  the  lawful  and  vigoreos 
exercise  of  those  powers  of  conducting  war,  by  which 
alone  they  can  be  protected,  defended,  or  even  saved, 
from  absolute  ruin. 

Your  memorialists,  in  speaking  of  the  merits  of  Bal> 
tiraore,  and  her  pretensions  to  the  special  consideration 
and  regard  of  the  Government,  feel  very  sensiUy  the 
delicacy  and  embarrassment  of  Uie  undertaking.  The 
relative  commercial  importance  of  this  dty  is  best 
known  at  the  seat  of  Government ;  it  will,  therefore,  be 
suffident  barely  to  refer  to  official  documents  there,  by 
which  it  will  appear  that,  in  this  respect,  it  ranks  as 
the  third  dty  of  the  Union.  But  the  commercial  loss 
and  ruin,  consequent  upon  the  fall  of  Baltimore,  cer- 
tainly is  not  the  only,  nor  b  it,  perhaps,  the  greatest 
evil  to  be  apprehended.  It  is  the  loss  of  a  post,  the 
relative  pontion  of  which  would  be  so  highly  advan- 
tageous to  the  enemy,  that  will  produce  in  the  mind  of 
every  impartial  and  thinking  man  the  greatest  alarm. 
The  prodigious  extent  of  country  commanded  by  Bal- 
timore, and  the  fadlity  with  which  the  enemy  might, 
from  thence,  push  his  predatory  incursions  m  every 
direction,  are  obvious,  and  may  more  properly  be  left 
to  the  reflections  of  Government,  than,  under  existing 
circumstances,  be  strongly  urged  or  fully  explained. 
Lest  the  people  of  Baltimore  should  be  numbered 
among  those  who  forget  the  duty  of  a  citizen,  when 
every  man  should  struggle  to  be  foremost  in  discharging 
it,  your  memorialists  will  take  leave  to  say  a  few  words 
of  their  patriotism.  What  they  have  to  say  shall  be 
comprised  in  a  small  compass,  and  shall  be  no  more 
than  what  they  believe  will  be  the  award  of  an  impar- 
tial world.  The  people  of  Baltimore  have  dearly 
earned  the  privilege  of  speaking  in  the  most  frank  and 
unreserved  terms  to  the  representatives  of  the  nation. 
Yet  they  feel  too  tenderly  for  the  honor  and  wel&ro 
of  their  country,  even  if  they  could  be  so  indulged, 
publicly  to  robuke  and  reproach  the  rulers  of  their 
choice  for  any  errors  that  are  past;  they  had  rather  aid 
than  weaken,  applaud  than  condemn.  Let  the  fol- 
lowing unequivocal  acts  and  suflerings  speak  their 
ardent  love  for  their  Government  and  country.  The 
metropolis  of  the  nation  was  threateaed ;  a  porUon  of 
the  militia  of  Baltimore  was  called  on ;  at  a  very  few 

mnm««*.'  ««rnJn«r.  thflV  marched,  WitK  alaCTlty.  *«>  »«» 
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lir  country,  and,  on  the   xinfortati*^  '^^^ 


207 


HISTORT  OF  GONaRBSB. 


208 


Sbnatb. 


Bamk  of  ike  Vmted  Statm. 


1815- 


Avfoat,  th«j  wen  poatad  in  front;  the  loes  eostaiBed 
by  the  enemy  was  prodiieed,  in  a  great  degfee*  by  iti 
nilhiav  and  fonie  amongat  the  beat  of  ita  dtiiens  bled 
4HC  fell.  The  enemy  next  threatened  Bahimore  itaelf, 
upon  which  iU  people,  old  and  young,  of  all  claaaea, 
•xerted  ihemaelTea  to  the  utmoet,  and  with  the  moat 
finoommon  enevgy*  in  erecting  works  of  defence,  and 
making  preparations  to  meet  hhn,  and,  by  the  meet 
furemitting  and  indefotigable  labors,  Uieir  city  waa 
l^t  Into  a  tolerable  state  of  defence  by  the  tine  he  ap- 
peared before  iL  And  the  dty  leels  great  pride  in  the 
tecoUection  that,  on  the  day  ao  memormble  to  it,  the 
llith  of  September,  the  constancy,  Ibrtitode,  and  cour- 
age of  its  citizen  soldiers  will  bear  a|oomparison  with 
tiiese  of  any  other  people  on  earth.  Its  citiaen%  some 
of  whom  had  borne  arms  in  their  country's  defence  in 
Ihe  war  of  the  Rerolution,  and  her  youth,  met  the  en- 
emy in  adTanoe,  and  were  everywhere  the  first  among 
die  foremost  in  every  perilous  enoounter.  T%e  bank- 
ing institutioQa  and  the  otiiens  of  Baltimore,  it  is  be- 
Iwved,  have  been  as  prompt  and  aa  liberal  in  their 
leans  to  the  GoYemment  aa  those  of  any  other  portion 
flf  the  Union. 

8uch  are  the  people  for  whom  your  memorialiali 
hog  and  entreat  aid,  protection,  and  defence.  The 
Government  may  yet  provide  means  in  time,  if  prompt 
and  vigorous  meaeoros  are  adopted;  but  thero  is  no 
time  to  be  lost  And  your  memorialists  cannot,  for  a 
moment,  entertain  the  painful  thought  that  the  con- 
ilitttted  anthoritiaa  of  their  conntiy  will  turn  with 
apathy  from  the  earnest  entveatiee  of  a  people  ro  highly 
deserving  their  regard,  and  leave  them  to  the  mer^  of 
a  brutal  enemy,  whoee  hostility  against  them,  in  par- 
liciiUr,  has  been  ao  lately  manifested,  and  ro  strongly 
Ttitedi 

EDWARD  JOHNSON, 
Ckmnum  ComnuiUe  of 
Vigiinue  amd  Stfiiy. 

BxLVimoMMt  January  S6, 1816. 


Thursoat,  February  2. 

William  T.  Barry,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
ibe  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  the 
plaee  <h  Qeor^e  M.  Btbb,  resigned,  and  Isham 
Talbot,  appointed  a  Seottor  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  same  State,  in  the  place  of  Jesse  Bledsoe, 
resigned,  respectively,  produced  their  creden- 
tials, were  qualified,  and  they  took  their  seats  in 
the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  authorize  a  detachmeat  from  the 
militia  of  the  Uoited  Slates  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill,  entitled  *'Aa  act  giving  the  right  of 
pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to  certain 
settlers  in  the  Indiana  Territory,"  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed the  21st  September,  on  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  authorize  the 

Eayment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed. 
y  the  enemy,  while  ia  the  military  service  of 
the  Uoited  States,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  uf  the  Navy 
on  the  petition  of  William  Elliot,  referred  to  him 
OR  the  6th  ultimo ;  and  the  report  was  read. 


Mr.  Tatlor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  nmoid 
the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of 

wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise," reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  to  extend  the  time  of 
Oliver  E vans';!  patent,  for  his  improTement  oa 
steam  engines,"  and  concurred  therein. 

BANK  OP  THB  CNTTED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  passed  by  the  two  Houses,  entitled  ^  An  act 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  of  America,"  which  waa  prcaentei 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  appro- 
bation, on  the  23d  of  January,  aiid  returned  by 
him  on  the  90th  of  the  same  month,  with  ob- 
jections. 

Mr.  Kino  rose  and  snbmitied  the  followiag 
observations: 

The  propped  bank  would  hare  a  captul  of 
thirty-five  millions  of  dollars,  composed  of  fire 
millions  specie,  ten  millions  six  per  cent,  stock, 
funded  since  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
fifteen  millions  Treasury  notes,  and  five  millions 
to  be  held  by  the  United  States,  and  paid  for  ia 
four  per  cent  stock,  to  be  created  for  this  purpose. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  objecu  le 
the  hill^ 

1st.  Because  the  amonat  of  stock  to  be  sab- 
scribed  to  the  bank  im  iasaflkieat  to  raise  aad 
sustain  the  public  credit. 

Sd.  Because  no  adequate  pnblie  adTaatage 
will  arise  from  the  aobseription  of  Treasary 
notes. 

3d.  Because  the  fall  aid  and  co-operation  of 
the  bank,  in  the  farnbhing  of  permanent  and 
temporary  loans,  is  not  secured  to  Gtoremment 
during  the  war. 

4th.  Because  the  bank  cannot  be  relied  upon 
during  the  war  to  provide  a  circulating  medium. 

How  the  public  credit  could  be  revived,  and 
sustained  by  the  transfer  of  any  sum  of  war 
stock  from  one  citizen  to  another,  or  from  the 
present  holders  to  the  proposed  bank,  is  not  ob- 
vious. If  the  war  stock  be  taken  at  fifty  mil- 
lions, a  demand  for  one-fifth,  or  ten  millions  of 
it;  to  be  united  to  the  bank  capital,  would  have  a 
temporary  influence  upon  the  stock  market ;  aad 
if  any  except  stockholders  become  sabsertbers  to 
the  tMuk,  this  increase  of  price  would  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  sellers.  But  the  advantage  would 
be  a  private  one,  no  part  of  which  would  accrue 
to  Government.  As  soon  as  the  requisite  sum  is 
transferred  to  the  bank,  the  stock  will  be  precise- 
ly as  valuable,  and  no  more  so,  than  it  was  before 
such  transfer.  Government  will  be  obliged  to 
make  the  same  annual  prorision  to  pay  the  in- 
terest after  the  transfer  as  before.  The  public 
credit,  which,  after  emplovingail  the  cabal istical 
vvords  and  manoeuvres  of  stock  jobbers,  always 
did}  and  always  will,  depend  upon  the  ways  and 
means,  or  the  ability  of  Government,  to  fulfil  its 
eogagements,  or  to  pay  its  debu  in  equivaieat 
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▼alues,  will  be  little,  if  at  all  affMled  bf  a  timas- 
fer  of  stock  from  individuals  to  a  corporation 
"withiD  the  country,  especially  as  these  transfers 
are  to  be  made  at  different  times,  and  at  periods 
of  considerable  distance  from  each  other.  The 
same  debt  would  continue  to  exist,  yielding  the 
same  dividends  and  representing  the  same  sum  of 
American  capital  as  it  now  represents.  No  ad* 
dition  to  domestic  capital  would  be  made  by  this 
operation.  If  it  releases  the  capital  of  A  who 
sells  the  stock,  it  will  employ  the  capital  of  B. 
who  purchases  it;  and  the  only  dil&rence  will 
be,  that  A  becomes  the  owner  of  a  disposable 
capital,  which  before  belonged  to  B. 

The  raising  of  the  price  of  stocks  may  prove 
beneficial  to  a  Gtoverament  in  two  ways,  if  it 
wants  to  borrow  *,  the  permanent,  not  the  casual 
raising  of  the  prices  of  the  stock  market,  will 
coahle  it  to  sell  new  stock  dearer.  If  foreigners 
come  into  the  market,  the  raising  of  its  price  in- 
creases the  money  whioh  must  be  brought  into 
the  country  to  purchase  st€>cks.  It  was  to  meet 
the  latter  case,  that  an  operation  was  underiakea 
by  Colonel  Hamilton,  which  proved  to  a  limited 
degree  advantageous.  Butalthough  Gkrvernment 
desires  to  obtain  loans,  it  is  not  probable  that  any 
permanent  application  of  the  pitblio  credit  would 
have  been  produced  by  the  transfer  of  a  given  aam 
of  the  war  stock  to  the  bank,  especially  when  the 
deep  wound  given  to  the  publio  credit,  by  the  ex- 
traordinary terms  upon  which  the  late  loans  were 
aegotiated,  is  considered.  More  favorable  times; 
a  revival  of  industry  and  of  commerce;  an  im- 
proved state  of  the  finances,  with  a  pnblic  income 
commensurate  to  the  public  expenditoree,  are 
necessary  to  the  revival  and  reiesiablishment  of 
the  public  credit. 

The  discrimination  which  is  proposed  to  be 
carried  still  further  than  the  bill  carries  it,  in 
favor  of  the  war  stock,  is  impolitic.  Were  Gbv- 
ernment  at  liberty,  for  its  own  advantaji^  (a  case 
not  now  existing)  to  make  such  discrimination, 
the  holders  of  war  stock  ought  not  now  to  desire 
it  in  their  favor,  as  the  example  might  be  here- 
after cited  as  a  precedent  against  them,  and  in 
favor  of  the  now  postponed,  Uiough  equally  mer- 
itorious stock  of  the  He  volution. 

There  should  be  no  discrimination ;  the  public 
faith  knows  no  favorites;  the  holders  of  the  war 
stock  ought  not  to  contend  for  preferences.  They 
ought  to  be  satisfied  that  the  public  faith,  whe- 
ther formerly  or  recently  pledged,  is  equally  pre- 
cious to  an  honest  Qovernment,  and  will  be  alike 
redeemed. 

If  there  still  remains  a  doubt  concerning  the 
correctness  of  the  first  objection  contained  in  the 
President's  Message,  can  there  be  any  respecting 
that  of  the  second  ?  Will  no  adequate  public 
advantage  arise  from  the  subscription  of  Treasu- 
ry notes  ? 

Public  credit,  as  has  already  been  observed,  de- 
pends upon  the  ability  and  inclination  of  Gov- 
ernment to  fulfil  its  contracts.  Treasury  notes 
are  contracts,  promising  to  their  holders  the  sums, 
and  at  the  times,  mentioned  in  them.  The  bill 
provides  that  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  in  these 


notes,  shall  be  receivable  as  a  nart  of  the  bank 
capital,  and  when  received  shall  be  converted 
into  fifteen  millions  of  six  per  cent,  stock.  If 
not  received  by  the  bank  and  converted  into  six 
per  cent,  stock,  this  sum  of  fifteen  milltons  of 
Treasury  notes  will  fall  due,  and  mast  be  paid 
off,  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  year.  To  this 
end  money  must  be  borrowed ;  and  assuming  the 
rate  of  the  last  loans,  to  borrow  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars  Government  must  fj^re  eighteen  mil- 
lions and  three-quarters  of  a  million  of  dollars  of 
six  per  cent,  stock.  So  that  the  difference  be- 
tween paying  them  off,  or  allowing  them  to  be 
subscribed  to  the  bank,  and  then  converted  into 
six  per  cent,  stock,  would  be  a  clear  saving  to  the 
public  oi  three  millions  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  six  per  cent,  stock. 

Moreover,  by  this  conversion  of  Treasury  notes 
into  an  equal  sum  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  room 
would  be  made  for  a  further  issue  of  Treasury 
notes — the  finances  would  also  be  relieved  by  re- 
leasing (Government  from  the  obligation  to  pay 
off  their  notes  at  a  fixed  day,  and  the  ways  and 
means,  whether  from  loans  or  taxes,  to  the  amount 
of  fifteen  millions,  which  would  have  been  re- 
quired for  this  purpose,  would  be  left  at  the  dis- 
position of  Government. 

Is  then  the  objection  correct,  which  alleges  that 
no  adequate  public  advantage  will  arise  from  the 
subscription  of  Treasury  notes  to  the  bank  ? 

The  third  objection  alleges  that  the  bank  is 
under  no  legal  compulsion  to  afford  that  full  aid 
and  co-operation  to  Government,  which  the  Mes- 
sage declares  to  be  both  indispensable  and  neces- 
sary in  the  administration  of  the  finances,  the 
bank  being  neither  obliged  to  make  temporary 
nor  permanent  loans  to  Government. 

Temporary  loans  to  Government,  in  advance 
or  anticipation  of  the  taxes,  are  without  doubt 
among  the  chief  adrantages  that  Government 
derives  from  a  National  Bank ;  as  portions  of  the 
aimual  expenditure  are  required  to  be  made  be* 
fore  the  taxes  are  collected,  the  bank,  with  mu- 
tual advantage  to  itself  and  the  Government,  is 
commonly  able  to  make  the  advances  wanted 
for  this  purpose,  waiting  for  their  repayment  un* 
til  the  taxes  come  in. 

In  ordinary  times  every  bank  of  circulation 
finds  its  interest  in  affording  to  the  Government 
this  accommodation  ;  which  is  made  pursuant  to 
the  correct  maxims  of  commercial  credit,  beinff 
a  loan  made  upon  *^  good  pledges"  or  undoubted 
security,  which  at  a  fixed,  and  no  distant  period, 
will  repay  it. 

But  It  mast  be  evident  that  such  advances  in 
anticipation  of  the  taxes,  and  which  are  to  be  re- 
paid by  them,  can  be  made  only  upon  the  faith 
that  the  currency  in  which  the  taxes  are  paid 
will  be  of  equal  value  with  that  in  which  the 
bank  makes  its  advances. 

If,  as  in  the  instonce  of  this  bank,  its  notes  are 
convertible  into  specie,  aod  the  taxes  are  payable 
either  in  them  or  a  Government  paper,  which  is 
at  a  discount,  no  one  will  suppose  tjjat  the  bank 
can,  in  such  case,  make  advancea  to  Qovernin*"* 
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and  receive  in  payment  thereof  the  depreciated 
paper  in  which  the  taxes  are  paid. 

If  the  bill  pass,  the  bank  mast  redeem  its  notes 
with  cash ;  the  taxes  will  be  receiyable  in  bank 
notes  or  Treasury  notes ;  the  latter  being  at  a 
discount,  the  taxes  will  be  paid  in  them.  Ought 
any  one  to  expect  that  the  bank  will  adrance  to 
Government  a  million  of  dollars  in  its  notes,  as 
an  anticipation  of  the  land  tax,  and  receive  in 
payment  a  million  of  dollars  in  Treasury  notes, 
which  may  be  at  a  discount  of  ten  or  fifteen  per 
cent  1  Is  It  not  plain  that,  instead  of  receiving  a 
compensation  for  the  Joan,  the  bank  would  in 
such  case  suffer  a  positive  loss,  equal  to  the  de- 
preciation of  the  Treasury  notes  ? 

Lt  resulu,  that  neither  this  bank,  nor  any  other, 
whose  notes  are  of  greater  value,  as  a  currency, 
than  Treasury  notes,  can  make  advances  in  anti- 
cipation of  taxes,  payable  in  Treasury  notes, 

The  objection,  therefore,  against  the  bank 
amounts  to  this,  that  it  cannot  do  what  can  only 
be  done  by  a  bank  which  is  released  from  those 
indispensable  restraints,  without  which  no  bank 
can  with  safety  be  established. 

This  objection  goes  further,  and  urges  the  re* 
jection  of  the  bill  because  the  bank  is  not  obliged 
to  make  permanent  loans  to  Government.    No 
bank  doing  business,  upon  securities  of  short 
dates,  can  make  permanent  loans,  and  all  banks 
of  circulation  are  obliged  to  require  such  securi- 
ties.   If  any  exception  to  this  rule  exist,  it  can 
only  be  for  moderate  sums.    Banks,  acting  upon 
the  principle,  that  cash  advance  must  be  upon  a 
security  or  pledge,  which,  at  a  short  date,  enables 
the  bank  to  recall  its  advance^  are  called  commer- 
cial banks.    Those  which  make  loans  of  long 
duration,  or  of  a  permanent  character,  do  so  with 
a  reliance  solely  upon  the  public  credit;  and 
without  the  specific  pledges,  demanded  by  banks 
of  circulation,  and  which  enable  them  to  recover 
their  money,  in  all  cases  of  failure.    These  are 
called  financial  or  governmental  banks.    So  long 
as  banks  confine  their  business,  whether  with 
Governments  or  with  individuals,  to  the  maxims 
of  commercial  credit,  receiving  for  their  advances 
notes  and  bills  of  uodoubted  credit,  and  payable 
at  early  periods,  or  pledges  of  specific  funds  or 
effects — so  long  are  they^  of  advantage  to  Qor- 
ernments,  as  well  as  to  individuals  employed  in 
any  kind  of  business  requiring  the  aid  of  credit, 
cut  all  experience  has  proved,  and  the  exam- 
pies  are  numerous  throughout  Europe,  and  as  is 
oelieved  without  a  single  exception,  tnat  when* 
ever  banks  become  what  is  called  financial  banks, 
making  permanent  loans  upon  the  mere  pledge 
of  the  public  faith,  when  they  become  the  mints 
employed  by  Grovernments  to  fabricate  i>aper  to 
sucn  amount,  as  often,  and  for  such  periods,  as 
their  wants  frequently  recurring,  and  always  ur- 
gent, demand;  they  never  fail  to  accomplish  an 
extensive  revolution  in  personal  property,  some- 
times produce  the  abolition  of  debts,  and  after 
preying  upon  the  credulous  and  unprotected,  end 
in  their  own,  and  the  nation's  bankruptcy. 

It  has  been  supposed  that  the  Bank  of  England 
is  a  financial  bank,  and  an  exception  from  this 


conelusioB ;  it  woald  require  mveh  time  and  de- 
tail to  give  a  correct  idea  of  the  operatioos  ef 
this  bank ;  all  that  will  now  be  said  io  reply  lo 
this  suggestion  is,  that  whoever  takes  the  requ- 
site  pains  to  understand  the  origin,  progress, 
maxims,  and  manner  of  conducting  the  bosiacss 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  whether  with  Gorera- 
ment  or  individuals,  will  become  satisfied  that  is 
transacts  its  business  strictly  upon  the  firiDcipIes 
and  rules  of  commercial  credit ;  and  that  because 
it  does  so,  and  for  that  reason  only,  it  has  ben 
enabled  to  afford  the  aid  which  it  has  done  to  the 
public,  private,  and  commercial  credit  of  the 
nation. 

It  would  therefore  seem  that  it  is  do  soflEicieBi 
objection  to  this  bill  that  it  does  not  oblige  tbe 
bank  to  make  large  loans  to  Government ;  since 
to  compel  a  bans  to  make  such  loans,  npon  tke 
pledge  of  the  public  faith,  or  npon  depreciated 
public  securities,  especially  when  the  bank  is  re- 
leased from  the  obligation  to  make  specie  pay- 
ments, would  be  to  require  it  to  repeat  the  ex- 
periment so  often  made  in  different  forms,  botJi 
at  home  and  abroad,  which  has  everywhere  sod 
always  failed,  and  which  enlightened  economists 
will  all  unite  to  condemn. 

Lastly,  it  is  objected,  that  the  bank  cannot  be 
relied  upon  during  the  war,  to  provide  a  cireola- 
tinff  medium. 

No  bank  which  is  obliged  to  redeem  its  notes 
with  specie,  can  in  the  present  state  of  commerce, 
credit,  and  alarm,  issue  the  same  beyond  a  very 
limited  sum. 

If  to  the  distrust  which  the  war,  and  a  real,  or 
supposed  scarcity  of  specie,  create,  be  united  sn 
unusual  demand  for  specie  to  be  hoarded,  or  sent 
abroad  for  security,  or  to  compensate  unfavort- 
hip  balances  of  trade,  in  lieu  of  the  produce  usa- 
ally  exported  for  this  purpose ;  and  if  at  the  same 
time  a  considerable  depreciation  of  the  public 
credit  takes  place,  a  case  will  exist  in  which 
banks  of  circulation  are  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  either  a  total  suspension  of  business,  or  such 
an  abridgement  of  it,  as  to  render  them  incapable 
of  circulating  their  notes'  in  quantities  commeD- 
surate  to  the  public  demands. 

The  objection,  therefore,  is  not  against  the 
structure  of  the  bank,  but  against  the  condition 
of  the  country,  and  the  state  of  the  public  credit, 
which  may  compel  the  bank  to  curtail  its  circa- 
lation. 

In  effect,  the  objection  amounts  to  the  confes- 
sion that  no  bank  which  confines  its  business  to 
the  only  safe  and  practical  test  of  a  paper  circQ- 
lation  will,  or  can  afford,  important  aid  in  tbe 
furnishing  of  a  circulating  medium,  in  times  and 
circumstances  like  the  present;  that  no  bank, 
except  one  which  is  released  from  the  obligation 
to  pay  its  notes  in  specie,  can  now  afford  a  circu- 
lating medium ;  in  a  word,  that  none  but  a  bank 
which  would  circulate  a  depreciated  currency, 
and  which  it  would  be  dangerous  to  create,  ought 
now  to  be  established. 

It  might  suffice  to  have  shown  that  the  Presi- 
dent's objections  ought  not  to  prevent  this  bilPs 
becoming  a  law ;  but  a  few  words  may  be  added 
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concerniog  the  bill.  The  amoaot  of  the  cipital 
of  the  bank  has  already  been  mentioned.  Its 
daties  and  general  provisions  are  conforaiable  to 
those  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
they  hare  had  a  fair  trial,  and  have  been  ap- 
proved ;  whatever  that  bank  woald  have  done, 
this  would  be  able  to  do;  and  advantages  such 
as  it  afforded  to  Gtoverntnent  in  the  management 
of  the  finances,  this  bank  would  in  due  time  be 
equally  or  more  capable  of  affording. 

It  has  not  been  contended,  that  at  this  time, 
owing  to  the  condition  of  the  finances  and  credit 
of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  to  the  general  stag- 
nation of  trade,  and  the  distrust  of  every  kind  of 
credit,  any  safe  bank  that  might  now  be  estab- 
lished, could  afford  to  Government  or  to  individ- 
uals much,  or  important  assistance  by  loans,  even 
of  a  temporary  kind. 

But  the  agency  of  this  bank  would  now  be  of 
service  to  Government;  whatever  it  should  be 
ahle  to  do  would  be  well  done.  Its  operations 
would  all  be  solid,  and  of  standard  character;  its 
business  must  be  limited,  but  it  would  be  safe 
and  exemplary;  and  with  reg^ard  to  every  other 
moneyed  institution,  conducting  its  affairs  hon- 
estly, it  would  cherish  and  sustain  it. 

Moreover,  by  the  establishment  of  this  bank 
upon  sound  and  approved  maxims,  although  it 
may  not  now  do  what  no  safe  bank  can  do*- 
much  good — it  will  do  no  injury*  It  will  not 
contribute  still  further  to  depreciate  public  and 
private  credit;  and.  during  the  term  of  its  char- 
ter, it  will  prevent,  a  circumstance  worth  much, 
the  establishment  of  a  bank  upon  false  and  dan- 
gerous principles.  On  the  return  of  peace,  the 
agency  and  iofiuence  of  this  bank  will  become 
invaluable  in  the  recovery  and  re-establishment 
of  the  credit  and  finances  of  the  nation. 

For  these  reasons,  therefore,  which  had  their 
influence  in  the  passage  of  the  bill  by  the  Con- 
gress, and  the  force  of  which  remains  not  only 
undiminished,  but  the  latter  of  them  is  increased 
by  the  objections  made  by  the  President,  it  is 
earnestly  to  be  wished,  although  scarcely  to  be 
hoped,  that  the  bill  may  become  a  law. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  is  incomparably  the  most  impor- 
tant. It  is  this  which  opens  and  interprets  the 
object  desired  to  be  attained  by  the  rejection  of 
this  bill.  Congress  are  here  admonished  by  the 
President  to  make  haste  ''to  substitute''  (in  lieu 
of  the  bill)  '^  a  more  commensurate  and  certain 
provision  tor  the  public  exigencies." 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  after  al- 
luding to  the  exigent  and  perilous  condition  of 
the  country,  after  insinuating  to  Congress  in  lan- 
guage not  to  be  misunderstood,  that  the  resources 
of  the  Treasury  were  exhausted,  that  extraordi- 
nary succor  from  loans  were  no  longer  attaina- 
ble, that  a  bank  created  upon  safe  and  approved 
principles  could  afford  no  public  assistance,  plain- 
ly intimates  that  paper  money,  and  only  paper 
money,  will,  or  can  assist  the  nation  in  the  iui^ 
ther  prosecution  of  the  war.  If  this  be  so,  if  by 
the  neglect  and  mismanagement  of  the  finances 
and  profusion  in  the  public  expenditures,  the 


country  is  already 'reduced  to  this  sifuation,  and 
the  President  announces  the  same  to  Congress, 
will  they  prove  themselves  the  faithful  friends  of 
the  people,  unless  they  seasonablv  apprize  them 
of  the  fact,  however  humiliating? 

If  paper  money  be  necessary,  avow  it,  prepare 
it,  issue  it ;  but  under  every  caution  and  guard 
which  can  be  devised  to  mitigate  its  evils. 

All  experience,  public  and  personal^  demon- 
strates that  every  object  is  attained  with  more 
certainty  and  greater  advantage  by  a  direct  than 
by  an  indirect  course. 

Why,  then,  will  Congress  by  the  creation  and 
employment  of  a  bank  attempt  to  conceal  their 
actual  condition  and  real  object?  Why  estab- 
lish a  bank  which,  dealing  only  in  paper,  will 
fabricate  and  lend  as  many  millions  as  Congress 
may  desire  to  borrow  7  Why  pay  to  this  bank 
an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  for  the  loan  of  their 
notes,  which  in  no  single  ingredient  will,  or 
ought  to  be  thooeht,  to  be  of  greater  value  than 
Treasury  notes.  The  people  of  this  country  have 
much  natural  sagacity,  and  will  not  long  be  de- 
ceived by  this  or  any  similar  contrivance.  Rather 
devise  an  improved  scheme  for  the  immediate 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  let  them  be  convert- 
ible at  pleasure  into  a  public  stock,  bearing  a 
high  interest;  fund  this  stock  by  pledging  !<pe- 
cine  taxes  to  pay  the  interest ;  the  credit  of  this 
currency  will  be  better  than  that  of  the  notes  of 
such  a  bank  as  it  is  desired  should  be  created. 

If  a  paper  circulation  alone  will  enable  us  to 
defend  the  country,  prepare  and  make  use  of  it; 
but  spare  us  the  expense  of  paying  interest  for  it 
to  a  company,  whose  faculties,  without  our  con- 
tributions, will  enable  them  to  make  dividends 
equal  to  their  utmost  desires. 

When  Mr.  Kino  had  concluded,  the  question 
was  taken.  Shall  this  bill  pass?  and  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  15,  nays  19,  as 
follows : 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are, 

Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  German, 
Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Homey,  Hnnter,  King, 
Lambert,  Mason,  Tait,  and  Thompton. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are, 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Chace^ 
Condit,  Gaillard,  Kerr,  Lacoek,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Rob- 
inaon.  Smith,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Tamer,  Varaum,  Wella» 
and  Wharton. 


So  it  was, 
Besolvedj  That  this  bill  do  not  pass, 
ro- thirds  of  the  Senate  not  agreeing  thereto. 


two 


Friday,  February  3. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while 
in  the  military  service  of  the  tJoited  States,"  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  M«Utaty 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill,  ©tiii- 
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tied  *'  An  act  for  the  better  r^olalion  of  the 
Ordnance  department,"  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments; which  were  read,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,ha?iDg  been  agreed 
to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  ac- 
cordingly ;  and  the  amendments  were  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  the  bill  read  the  third  time  as 
amended. 

A  message  from  the  Hoase  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sahus,  Son, 
and  Company,  merchants  of  the  city  of  New 
York ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  receive  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  certain  corf» 
which  may  be  raised  and  organized  by  any  State, 
to  serve  in  lieu  of  the  militia  thereof;"  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  courts 
of  justice  of  Indiana;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  and  extend  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  the  sixteenth  of  April,  1814,  entitled  'An 
act  confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  Illi- 
nois Territory,  and  providing  for  their  location ;" 
also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  tne  support  of  the  Government  for  the 
year  1815,"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  five  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
pawed  to  the  second  readins[* 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
"Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  estab- 
lishing a  Navy  Department,  by  addinff  thereto  a 
Board  of  Commissoners,"  together  with  Qie  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  bjr  the  select  committee ; 
and.  the  amendments  having  been  agreed  to  with 
furtner  amendment,  the  President  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  aaaeBdments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole«  the  considecation  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
apt  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land 
for  the  usa  of  the  United  States,"  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bbown,  the 
further  consideration  thereot  was  postponed  until 
lo-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  Weston  Jenkins  and  others;" 
and,  no  other  amendment  having  been  proposed, 
it  passed  to  the  third  reading;. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  concerning  Matthew  Ouy,  John  Woodward, 
Samuel  Tennison,and  Wilfred  Drnry,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  se- 
lect committee;  and,  the  amendments  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^Ab 
act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expienses  ok 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  ux  upon  the  United  States,  and 
to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same,*' 
and  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Groven- 
ment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing duties  on  household  furniture,  and  on  gold  aai 
silver  watches,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee.  And 
the  amendmenu  having  been  agreed  to,  in  part, 
the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  accord- 
ingly. And  Mr.  Kbrr  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  adding  thereto  a  new  section,  as  follows  : 

^  Jindbeiijmikermm!i0i  That,  if  either  tlieStaici 
of  Ohio  or  LouiaiaBm  shall  pay  its  quota  of  the  direct 
tax,  according  to  the  pvorinoBS  of  the  afonaaid  act, 
the  Legislatoies  thereof  shall  be  and  thej  are  hereby 
anthorised  and  empowered  to  collect  of  all  the  parchas- 
exs  of  pnhlic  lands,  under  a^j  law  of  the  United  Stetei, 
a  just  and  equal  proportion  of  the  quota  of  said  States, 
respectiTely,  the  oompaet  between  the  United  States 
and  the  said  States  to  the  oontiaiy  notwithstandisjr." 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  waa  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  pub- 
lic buildings  within  the  City  of  Washin^on. 

Mr.  FaoMBMTiN  had  moved  yesterday  to  re- 
commit the  bill  to  a  select  committee.  On  this 
motion  Mr.  F.  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  I  am  called  upon  to  give  the 
reasons  which  prompted  me  to  make  the  motion 
now  under  consideration.  I  will  endeavor  to  give 
to  the  Senate  such  an  account  of  my  motives  as 
will  enable  them  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the 
reference. 

It  may,  perhaps,  not  be  useless  on  this  occasion 
to  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  length  of  time 
which  has  elapsed,  after  the  erection  of  those 
buildings  was  determined  on,  before  they  could 
be  used  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended, and  of  the  sums  of  money  which  have 
been  spent  upon  their  construction.  We  shall  be 
the  better  able  to  anticipate  the  probable  time 
when  these  buildings  may  again  be  occupied  by 
Congress,  and  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the 
sums  of  money  which  we  may  have  to  appropri- 
ate for  those  purposes. 

Sir,  it  is  more  than  twenty- three  years,  if  I  am 
correctly  informed,  since  the  public  edifices,  pro- 
posed now  to  be  rebuilt,  were  begun  to  be  erected. 
None  of  them,  at  the  time  of  their  destruction  by 
the  enemy,  were  completely  finished ;  and  I  be- 
lieve, the  south  wing  ot  the  Capitol  was  not  ready 
for  the  reception  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
more  than  four  or  five  years  before  it  was  de- 
stroyed. If  it  be  found  necessary  to  rebuild,  in- 
stead of  repairing,  the  other  hopeless  alternative 
offered  by  the  bill  on  your  table,  you  may  rea- 
sonably expect,  taking  into  consideration  the  pre> 
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sent  Bitnation  of  the  country,  especially  if  the  war 
shonld  continne^and  thereby  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing materialsi  and  of  g:etting  workmen,  should 
be  increased,  that  the^  two  wing^s  of  the  Capitol 
may  be  finished,  and  ready  for  the  reception  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  in  about  ten  or  twelve 
years. 

The  pablfc  buildings,  including  the  President's 
House,  did  not  cost  less  than  fifteen  hundred  thou* 
sand  dollars.  We  are  told  that  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  will  replace  those  edifices  in  aiatu 
quo.  Sir,  notwithstanding  my  respect  for  the 
artists  who  hare  giren  an  opinion  on  this  subject, 
I  have  still  some  doubts  of  the  practicability  of 
makiaff  use  of  the  walls  as  they  are  now  stand- 
ing. The  architects  themselves  are  not  positive 
on  that  point.  They  gave  their  opinion  before 
the  very  severe  frost,  which  we  had  this  Winter, 
had  its  efieet  upon  those  susceptible  and  unpro- 
tected walls.  Their  opinion,  if  a  new  examina- 
tion was  now  had,  might  be  materially  different; 
and  the  committee  themselves,  by  reporting  a  bill 
for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public  buildings, 
instead  of  confining  themselves  to  reporting  a  bill 
for  repairing,  have  manifested  a  doubt,  which  it 
cannot  be  improper  for  me  to  entertain.  If,  then. 
yon  should  ultimately  be  compelled  to  rebuild 
(and  I  firmly  believe  you  will)  the  expense  for 
rebuilding  cannot  be  much  less  than  the  original 
cost  of  construction.  The  materials  which  you 
may  save  will  about  pay  the  expense  of  taking 
down  the  walls  before  vou  can  rebuild. 

Great,  indeed,  I  should  almost  say  incalculable, 
must  be  the  advantages  presented  by  this  favorite 
situation,  which,  under  tne  pressure  of  our  present 
emergencies,  could  induce  this  Congress  to  sac- 
rifice such  immense  sums  of  money.  Three  prin- 
cipal reasons  have  been  adduced  in  support  or  this 
bill  by  its  friends.  The  pride  of  the  nation  has 
been  appealed  to,  and  pressed  into  the  service  of 
this  bill.  Sir,  when  gentlemen  entrench  them- 
selves behind  the  inexpugnable  bulwark  of  pride, 
it  would  be  in  vain  to  ase  any  arguments  directed 
to  their  sober  judgment.  As  well  might  you  at- 
tempt, sword  in  hand,  to  pierce  the  heart  of  your 
enemy,  protected  from  your  attack  by  a  fortress, 
flanked  with  a  hundred  cannon.  The  fortress  is 
to  be  taken  first ;  and  I  know  of  no  argument 
strong  enough  to  batter  down  the  fortress  erected 
by  pnde.  There  is  but  one  way  to  come  at  it, 
sir  ;  and  it  is  by  erecting  alongside  of  it  another 
pride  fortress,  and  then  rairiy  to  begin  the  assault 
on  both  sides. 

I,  too,  have  my  pride — not  a  pride  to  be  fed 
upon  the  unpaid  blood  of  the  soldier  who  wins 
our  battles ;  not  a  pride  to  be  gratified  by  the 
vain  and  useless  display  of  a  borrowed^  ragged 
magnificence.  No,  sir;  my  pride  is  less  vora- 
cious, it  is  less  ostentatious.  Provide  for  filling 
the  ranks  of  your  Army;  provide  for  clothing, 
feeding,  and  paying^  yonr  soldiers  and  sailors. 
Instead  of  borrowing  money  for  boildiog  costly 
edifices,  borrow  money  for  protecting  asninst  an 
invading  foe  the  edifices  yet  standing.  Drive  the 
enemy  from  the  country  ^  then,  indeed,  my  pride 
will  be  satisfied ;  then  I  will,  with  pleasure,  vote 


money,  as  much  money  as  you  please,  for  rebuild*- 
ing  oar  public  edifices ;  and  then  the  more  mag- 
nificent the  plan,  the  more  elegant  its  execution, 
the  more  my  pride  will  be  gratified. 

It  is  further  said,  in  support  of  this  bill,  that 
the  plan  recommended  bv  the  bill  was  the  plan 
of  Gen.  Washington,  and  under  the  sanction  of 
that  imposing  name  an  attempt  is  made  to  mis* 
lead  our  understanding.  True,  sir,  this  was  the 
plan  of  Washington-^bat,  unaer  what  circum- 
stances 7  Washington  was  then  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  country  then  was  rich ;  the 
country  was  prosperous*  An  extensive,  unre- 
strictea,  and  almost  unlimited  commerce  brought 
then  to  the  remotest  corner  of  this  vast  continent 
all  the  treasures  of  a  tributary  world.  The  aitx* 
ious  eye  of  Washington  measured  the  distances, 
and  his  capacious  mind  was  not  discouraged  by 
them.  The  rapid,  the  almost  prodigious  progress 
of  every  improvement  under  his  auspicious  Ad- 
ministration, justified,  in  the  opinion  of  that  great 
and  modest  man,  the  anticipated  expectations  of 
corresponding  improvements  under  the  Admin- 
istration of  his  successors.  But,  sir,  what  has 
been  the  result?  Instead  of  realizing  the  high 
expectations  of  Oeneral  Washington,  trom  causes 
which  it  is  foreign  to  my  subject  here  to  investi- 
gate, this  country  once  rieb,  is  now  poor ;  this 
country  once  prosperous,  is  now  fallen.  I  hope, 
sir,  it  will  rise  again  ;  but  till  then,  speak  not  to 
me  of  what  Washington  did.  Speak  what  Wash<^ 
ington  would  now  advise;  I  say  advise.  The 
recollection  of  Gkneral  Washin^oo's  unshakeaUe 
firmness  in  the  year  1795,  forbids  the  idea  of  the 
possibility  of  his  ever  having  had  to  act  under 
such  an  accumulation  of  distressing  circum* 
stances. 

When  I  cast  my  eyes  on  this  wilderness,  dig- 
nified  with  the  name  of  a  city;  a  city  to  be  sure, 
very  unlike  the  old-Aishioned  European  city,  aW 
luded  to  by  the  Irishman,  who,  when  placed  in 
the  middle  of  it,  eomplaincNl  that  heeouid  not  see 
the  city,  there  were  so  many  houses!  Sir,  we 
run  no  risk  of  hearing  of  any  such  complaints 
about  this  city.  B very  Irishman  who  arrives  here 
may  have  a  full  view  pf  the  whole  ground  at  once. 
None  of  thoseencumbrances  called  houses  to  limit 
the  boundless  prospects.  Or,  if  there  be  a  few, 
he  may,  among  those  few,  open  a  oomplaisaai 
gap  through  which  his  inquisitive  eye  may  pleree 
to  a  distance,  limited  only  by  the  foot  of  the  sor« 
rounding  hills.  But,  sir,  the  subject  is  too  seriooa 
to  admit  of  its  being  thus  long  treated  with  l«vity. 
Let  me  then  return  to  it,  and  seriously  inquire 
about  the  present  state  and  future  prospects  of 
this  city.  What  do  we  see  here?  Twelve  av 
fifteen  dusters  of  houses  at  a  considerable  ihh 
tance  from  each  other,  bringing  to  our  recolleetioa 
the  appearance  of  a  camp  of  nomad  Arabs,  which, 
however,tf  connected  together,  would  makea  very 
respectable  town,  not  much  inferior,  perhaps,  to 
the  capital  of  Virginia ;  and  here  and  there  aa 
insulated  house;  the  whole  of  it,  when  seen  from 
the  ruins  of  our  public  ^^jB^^l\  booking  more  like 
the  place  where  proud  Washington  once  stoodj 
than  where  humble  Washmgton  now  lies.    If, 
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sir,  such  is  the  situatioo  of  this  city,  after  fifteen 
years  since  the  QorerDment  remored  here,  during 
the  six  first  years  of  which  period  there  prevailed 
not  ooiy  in  this  country,  but  all  over  Europe,  a 
degree  of  enthusiasm  horderine  upon  madness 
respecting  the  future  destinies  of  this  metropolis, 
and  during  which  period  of  six  years,  too,  this 
country  enjoyed  stiil  the  benefits  of  the  Admin- 
istraiion  of  Washington,  whose  good  deeds  for 
several  years  after  his  death  were  still  in  force — 
Wash inff ton,  in  his  tomb,  still  securinsr  the  pros- 
perity of  this  his  beloved  country — if,  sir,  such 
be  now  the  situation  of  this  city,  what,  in  the 
present  state  of  things,  are  our  prospects  for  the 
future?  Awful,  indeed.  How  many  ages  must 
elapse  before  this  chaos  \%  likely  to  assume  any- 
thing like  a  describable  shape?  How  many,  be- 
fore these  disjointed,  distracted,  warring  elements 
may  be  brought  together,  so  as  lo  form  a  whole, 
which  may  entitle  it  to  be  what  it  now  purports 
to  be.  but  what  it  is  not.  Is  it  not  time,  then,  that 
we  snould  give  up  the  unsuccessful  experiment  ? 
Is  it  not  time,  that  we  should  adopt  less  lofty 
ideas,  that  we  should  assume  sentiments,  that  we 
should  express  opinions  more  conformable  to  oar 
present  situation.  DrojafuU^JuU  Ilium.  It  be- 
comes us  to  be  modest.  Our  laws  to  be  whole- 
some, need  not  be  enacted  in  a  palace.  A  large, 
convenient,  unadorned  house,  which  will  receive 
its  lustre  from  Congress,  instead  of  Congress  bor- 
rowing it  from  the  house,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  pul)lic  offices,  in  a  part  of  the  city  which  is 
best  calculated  by  its  actual  improvements  to  af- 
ford accommodation  to  the  members,  and  to  fa- 
cilitate their  communications  with  each  other, 
will  answer  our  purpose  much  better  than  the 
plan  recommended  by  the  bill  on  your  tables  and 
if  the  place  to  erect  those  edifices  be  judiciously 
selected,  it  is  to  me  quite  immaterial  in  what 
quarter  of  tiiis  city.  .  For  want  of  the  necessary 
information  as  to  the  quantity  of  eround  stilt 
owned  by  the  Government  in  the  dinereat  parts 
of  this  city,  I  could  not  now  form  any  opinion  as 
to  the  spot  where  it  would  be  proper  to  concen- 
tvate  all  our  public  edifices,  whether  temporarily 
or  permanently.  But  I  may  be  allowed  to  express 
a  wish  that  it  may  be  found  convenient  to  place 
them  as  near  as  possible  to  Georgetown,  not  very 
distant  from  the  improvements  known  under  the 
appellation  of  the  Six  and  Seven  Buildings;  and 
I  have  little  doubt,  but  that,  when  in  compliance 
with  the  uniform  laws  of  nature,  you  shall  have 
blown  up  a  soul  into  this  city  by  creating  a  heart 
from  which  the  blood  may  uninterruptedly  cir- 
culate to  the  remotest  extremities,  the  improve- 
ments will,  by  degrees,  extend  in  every  direction, 
until  the  now  most  distant  parts  from  that  snot, 
no  longer  shrivelled,  sickly,  lingering,  rootless 
slips,  destined  to  vegetate  a  few  mornings,  in  an 
uncongenial  soil,  being  in  their  turn  reconnected 
with  a  sturdy,  robust  trunk,  from  which  they  will 
derive  an  invigorating  sap,  will  soon  spread  a 
wide  hospitable  foliage,  and  become  a  flourishinff 
portion  of  a  city,  the  future  prosperity  of  which 
cannot  now,  if  it  come  at  all,  be  secured  in  any 
other  way. 


I  am  not  unaware,  sir,  that  sack  a  |>laa  will 
call  into  action  a^inst  it  all  the  private  interests 
which  will  conceive  themselves  to  be  aggrieved 
by  it.  But,  let  private  interest  beware.  In  mf 
opinion,  unless  some  sue&  plan  is  resorted  to, 
without  some  such  compromise  is  made,  the  Gov- 
ernment will  not,  cannot  remain  here  many  years. 
The  inconveniences  are  too  serious,  and  they  are 
not  to  be  surmounted.  I  speak  not  of  them  with 
reference  to  the  individual  inconvenience  of  tbe 
members.    I  speak  of  them  in  reference  to  their 

fublic  duties.  It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  what 
before  stated,  when  I  had  the  honor  to  address 
you  on  tbe  subject  of  this  bilL  Only  reflect  ob 
tbe  only  mode  m  which  we  can  transact  bosiness 
in  this  place.  Selected  from  varioos  places  of 
this  immense  empire,  we  meet  here,  not  altogeth- 
er free  from  the  prejudices  which  prevail  more 
or  less  in  every  part  of  the  country  we  come  from. 
This  social  intercoorse  which  ought  to  prevail, 
which  lam  sureshould  prevail,  did  we  know  each 
other  otherwise  than  through  the  incorrect  me- 
dium of  party  representation,  is  entirely  prohib- 
ited by  tbe  insuperable  obstacles  which  thepreseat 
situation  of  this  city  puts  in  our  way.  To  these 
local  prejudices  are  to  be  added  party  spirit,  pre- 
judices which  pursue  us  unremittingly,  and  will 
not  let  go  their  hold  of  os  in  this  very  eanctnary. 
This  party  spirit,  instead  of  being  softened  into 
something  like  conciliation,  by  a  constant  inter- 
course, is  hardened  into  unutterable  asperity  by 
the  mode  of  life,  we  are  compelled  from  impe- 
rious circumstances,  to  pursue  in  this  place.  The 
very  houses  where  we  board  have  become  a  test 
by  which  to  ascertain  the  political  opinions  which 
we  are  supposed  to  profess.  We  never  meet,  bat 
in  battle  array.  Is  it  wonderful,  that  onder  these 
discouraging  circumstances,  so  many  months 
should  be  waMed  in  transacting  business  which, 
under  less  unfavorable  auspices,  might  hare  been 

gone  through  in  as  many  weeks.  Sir,  it  \s  my 
rm  conviction,  that  if  we  proceed  on  to  passing 
this  bill  in  its  present  shape,  the  question  of  re- 
moval of  the  seat  of  the  Government  from  this 
place,  which  was  advocated  at  the  beginning  of 
this  session  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
will  soon  want  no  advocate  at  all ;  it  will  soon 
become  a  matter  of  necessity,  of  sheer  necessity. 
There  may  be  still  many  unsuccessful  attempts, 
but,  sir,  the  best  interests  of  the  nation  cannot 
forever  be  sacrificed.  After  some  strangling,  an 
attempt  will  succeed  at  last;  and  it  wfllthen  be 
too  late  for  the  opposers  of  the  plan  which  I  have 
suggested  to  give  themselves  op  to  ana  vailing 
repentance. 

Mr.  President,  I  want  to  prevent  such  a  state 
of  things.  I  am  unwilling  to  bring  forward  again, 
at  any  time,  the  question  of  a  permanent  seat  of 
Government.  I  want  this  sacred  spot — sacred 
still  in  my  eyes,  although  temporarily  polluted 
by  the  foot  of  the  enemy,  as  lon^  as  it  bears  the 
name  of  Washington ;  I  want  this  spot  to  remain 
forever  the  permanent  seat  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  But,  sir,  I  know  of  but  two 
ways  to  accomplish  that  object  \  either  by  a  tem- 
porary removal  by  the  very  act  providing  for 
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which  we  sbodd  proride likewise  for  our  return;  I 
not  proride  simply ;  I  do  not  mean  by  a  clause  in 

«ie  bill  to  that  effect,  bat  by  previous  appropria- 
oos,  by  contracts,  which  it  should  not  be  in  the 
power  of  any  succeeding  Confess  to  repeal,  or 
by  an   immediate  concentration  of  the  public 
buildiosa  on  a  modest,  economical  and  commo- 
dious plan.    Of  these  two  modes,  I  prefer  the  lasr, 
as  likely  to  meel  with  fewer  obstacles,  as  being 
much  less  ezpensire,  but  principally  as  being 
much  more  consonant  to  the  principles  of  the 
justice  which  we  owe  to  the  people  of  this  Dis- 
trict.    Sir,  when  this  bill  was  reported,  I  inquired 
from  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  reported  it,  for  the  papers  relating  to  the 
original  fixation  of  the  several  places  for  the 
bQuding  of  the  public  edifices.    I  inquired  for 
the  contracts  with  the  original  proprietors  of  the 
soil,  or  with  the  purchasers.    I  was  answered,  that 
there  was  no  such  instrument    I  shall  take  no 
advantage  from  this  concession ;  in  my  view  of 
the  subject,  there  was  a  contract— a  solemn  con- 
tract ;  and  if  bv  any  possible  way  it  could  be 
avoided,  I  would  not  now  agree  to  altering,  in  its 
most  inconsiderable  dispositions,  any  part  of  the 
original  plan.    I  am  sensible,  that  by  so  doing,  we 
seem  to  punish  the  people  of  this  District  for  hav* 
ing  placed  too  much  confidence  in  our  words.  In 
oor  words,  did  I  say  ?    In  our  acts,  sir !     Look  at 
the  new  ruins  of  the  monuments  on  yonder  hill. 
Were  these  massy  walls,  which  have  set  at  defi- 
ance the  whole  power  of  an  enemy  bent  on  de- 
struction, intended  to  last  only  the  short  space  of 
a  dozen  years  ?    In  these  survivipg  walls  I  read, 
in  characters  not  to  be  effaced,  the  contract  of  the 
nation  with  the  people  of  the  District.    I  find  in 
these  walls  an  agreement  signed,  sealed,  and  de- 
livered.   Certainly,  sir,  y4>tt  must  be  convinced, 
from  what  I  have  just  now  said,  that  I  do  not 
dissemble  to  myself,  and  that  I  am  not  willing  to 
conceal  from  others,  the  equity  of  the  claims  of 
the  people  of  this  District.    But  what  is  Co  be 
done  *$  Imperious  necessity  commands  a  sacrifice 
of  some  sort.  •  A  compromise  most  take  place. 
You  have  but  a  choice  of  evils.    The  very  bill 
on  your  table  promises  a  tardy  relief  to  the  people 
on  Capitol  Hill,  at  the  end  of  ten  or  twelve  years. 
Under  these  impressions^  and  under  the  belief  too, 
that  the  people  of  the  District  at  large  are  ulti- 
mately to  be  benefitted  by  a  concentration,  for  the 
reasons  previously  advanced,  however  a  few  may 
appear  likely  to  be  sufferers  by  any  ultimate  de- 
termination as  to  the  spot  where  the  concentra- 
tion is  to  take  place ;  and  under  an  unshakeable 
persuasion,  that  by  a  strict  adherence  to  the  old 
plan,  in  our  present  circumstances,  as  recommend- 
ed by  the  bill  on  your  table,  the  people  of  this 
Distriet,  by  grasping  at  too  much,  will  ultimately 
loseaU*— from  motives  of  economy;  from  motives 
of  duty  to  the  people  oC  the  United  States;  from 
motives  of  indispensable  conveoience  to  ourselves 
to  enable  us  faithfully  to  discharge  our  public  du- 
ties ;  from  motives  or  justice  to  ttie  people  of  this 
District — I  have  been  induced  to  make  the  motion 
to  refer  that  bill,  to  a  committee,  for  the  purpose 
of  reporting  another  bill  to  concentrate  the  public 


buildioffs.  Sir,  I  am  disposed  to  sacrifice  every- 
thing, but  my  duty  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  at  large,  to  keep  the  seat  of  Government 
here  ;  and  if  you  agree  to  concentrate  the  public 
buildings,  in  the  hope  of  speedy  improvements, 
by  which  many  of  the  inconveniences  which  now 
affect  the  public  interest  will  be  removed,  I  am 

g^rfectly  reconciled  to  remaining  in  this  city, 
ut.  sir,  if  we  are  to  remain  here  as  we  now  are, 
with  no  other  cheering  prospects  than  those  pre- 
sented in  the  bill  on  your  table,  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  declare,  that  any  place  in  the  United  States 
appears  to  me  preferable  to  Washington,  and  the 
sooner  we  go,  no  matter  where,  no  matter  how 
heavy  the  amount  of  compensation  iostly  due  to 
the  inhabitants  of  this  District,  the  better. 
When  Mr.  F.  had  concluded — 
The  question  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  select 
committee,  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeaa 
13,  nays  20,  as  follows : 

Yxis — ^Messrs.  Bibb,  Bsrry,  Brown,  Dana»  Fromen- 
tin,  German,  Gore,  Hunter,  King,  Lambert,  MasoBt 
Thompson,  and  Wells. 

M'ats — ^Messn.  Anderson,  Barbonr,  Chaee,  Gondit, 
Daggett,  GaiUard,  Giles,  Goldsboroagh,  Horsey,  Kerr, 
Lsooek,  Morrow,  Roberta,  Smith,  Tait,  Talbot,  Tay* 
lor,  Tomer,  Varaum,  and  Wharton. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  to  strike  out,  of 
section  1,  line  4,  after  the  words  **  Capitol,"  the 
words  *'and  public  offices;"  and  to  insert,  after 
'*  Washington,"  line  5,  ''and  that  two  suitable 
buildings  for  public  offices  be  erected  on  such  part 
of  the  Capitol  square  as  shall  be  designated  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States;"  and  to  insert, 
in  the  4th  line,  the  word  "and,"  before  *'  Capi- 
tol:" a  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by 
Mr.  Dana,  and  was  taken  on  striking  out,  and 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  13,  nay  18,  as 
follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Brown,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
German,  Gore,  Hunter,  King,  Lacock,  Lambert,  Ma- 
son, Tait,  and  Thompson. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bibb,  Barry, 
Chaee,  Condit,  Daggett,  Gilee,  Goldsborough,  Kerr, 
Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnum, 
and  Wharton. 

And  the  bill  having  been  amended,  by  striking 
out  the  second  section  thereof,  the  President  re- 
ported it  to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  third 
time  as  amended. 


SatuboaTj  February  4. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sal- 
tus.  Son,  ds.  Co.,  merchants  of  the  city  of  New 
York,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  there- 
on ;  and  Messrs.  Kihg,  Roberts,  and  German, 
were  appointed  the  committee.  , 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  regulation  of 
the  couru  of  justice  of  Indiana,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to 
consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Mor- 
row, Talbot,  and  Cbaob,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 
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The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  aathorize  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  to  recei?e  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  certain  corps  which 
may  be  raised  and  organized  b]r  any  State,  to  serre 
in  lien  of  the  militia  thereof/'  was  read  the  sec- 
ond lime,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Government  for  the 
year  1815,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon;  and  Messrs.  Taylor,  CHACE,and  Rob- 
erts, were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  biII,eotitled  ^^An  act  to  amend  and  extend 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  16th  April,  1814, 
entitled  *An  act  confirming  certain  claims  to  land 
in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providing  for  their 
location,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  21st  Septem- 
ber, on  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Indiana  Territory,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Barbour  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  repairing 
or  rebuilding  the  public  building  within  the  City 
of  Washington  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the 
blank  filled  with  "five  hundred  thousand  dollars." 

Eesolvedf  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public  buildings  within 
the  City  of  Washington." 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  establish- 
ing a  Navy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a 
Board  of  Commissioners,"  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

On  the  qtestion,  Shall  this  bill  pass  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  afilrmative — yeas 
16,  nays  8,  as  follows : 

VxAs — Messrs.  Barboar,  Chace,  Daggett»  Fiaman- 
tin,  Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  6«rs»  Horsey,  Kenr,  Ma- 
aon,  Morrow,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson  and  Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs*  Bibb,  Condict,  Laoook,  Lambert, 
Roberts,  Smith,  Turner,  and  Varnum. 

So  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with 
amendments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Ordnance  depart- 
ment," having  been  reported  by  the  committee 
correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended,  and  passed  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  Weston 
Jenkins,  and  others,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
paased. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act 
concerning  Matthew  Guy,  John  Woodward,  Sam- 
uel Tennison,  and  Wilfred  Drury,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Oorb,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  fur- 
ther to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 


act  to  authorize  tlia  porehaaeof  a  tract  of  land 
for  the  use  of  the  Untied  States,"  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  tke  aelect 
committee ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr,  Smith,  the 
consideration  thereof  was  farther  poatponed  to 
Monday  next 

The  Senate  resomed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  eatitled 
'An  act  to  provide  additional  reveniics  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  Government,  and  iiimintaia> 
ing  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  apaa 
the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing 
and  collecting  the  aame;"  and  the  act,  entitled 
^*An  act  to  provide  additional  revenaes  for  de- 
fraying  the  ezpensea  of  Qovernment^  aad  main- 
taining the  pubiie  credit,  by  laying  dntieson  hoase- 
hold  furniture,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches." 

Mr.  Kaaa'a  motion  to  add  a  new  aeetioo  was 
withdrawn ;  and  the  bill  having  beea  farther 
amended,  by  adding  thereto  a  new  section,  pro> 
posed  by  Mr.  Kino,  on  the  qtiesttoo,  Sliall  the 
amendments  be  en^^rosaed  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  tlie  affirm* 
ative. 

The  Senate  reaamed,  as  in  Commitiee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^Aa 
act  to  amend  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to 
retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign 
merchandise;  ana,  no  amendment  having  beea 
proposed,  it  paased  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Hoose  of  Repreaentatirei 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  ezpenaes  of  Gk>TerBmeBt, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  bj  laying  a 
duty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware,  and  jewelry 
and  paste  work,  maaufactared  withia  the  United 
States;"  a  bill,  eatitled  "An  act  coacernins  the 
College  of  Qeorgetown,  in  the  District  of  Colam* 
bia ;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenaes  for  defraying  the  expenses  oi 
Qov^nment,  and  maintaining  the  (Mihlic  credit, 
by  laying  a  duty  on  lotteries ;"  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  coiKorrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bilb  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  PaBaiDCNT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Trees- 
ury,  transmitting  sundry  docamenta,  exhibiting  a 
view  of  the  revenues  of  the  United  States,  as 
stated  in  the  report  made  to  Conmaa,  from  that 
department,  on  the  S3d  day  of  September  last, 
not  having  been  at  that  time  prepaied,  owing  to 
the  early  meeting  of  Congress;  and  the  letter 
and  documents  therein  referred  to  were  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Siutb,  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  allow  a  drawback  of  duties  on  apiriu 
distilled,  and  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchaa- 
disc,  manufactured,  within  the  United  States,  was 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
Monday  next. 


MoN  DAT,  February  6. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenaes  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
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ment,  attd  mMntainiD^  the  public  eredit,  by  lay* 
ing  a  doty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware,  and 
jewelrr  and  paste  work,  roanafactared  within  the 
United  Slates,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  eofDinittee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  '^An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  snpport  of  Government  for  the  year  1815,"  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  aet  to  provide  additional 
revenaes  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  doty  on  lotteries,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tatlor.  two  members  were 
added  to  the  committee  last  mentioned ;  and 
Mr.  Daqobtt  and  Mr.  Brown  were  appointed. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  concerning  the  Col* 
lege  of  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Colambia," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  the  act  lay- 
ing duties  on  Jioenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spiritu- 
ous liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  RoBBRTB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Eknjamin  Wells  and  others,"  reported  it 
with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  assistant  Doorkeeper;  and  on 
motion^  bf  Mr.  Tornbr,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  the  fourth  day  of  March 
next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varrum, 

JRudved^  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  that  part  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  20th  Semember  last, 
wbicb  relates  to  the  Military  Estabiishroent,  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing provision  by  law  for  the  payment  of  the  mil- 
itia which  have  been  called  out  by  the  authority 
of  any  State  for  the  defence  of  any  part  of  the 
United  Stales  against  invasion,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  war,  and  not  taken 
into  the  pay  «f  the  United  States;  and  for  reim- 
bursing any  Slate  for  any  moneys  advanced  for 
pay,  rations,  camp  equiptge^  and  other  expenses 
necessarily  incurred  in  calling  out  such  militia, 
according  to  the  rules* and  regolations  prescribed 
by  Law  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  eailing  out 
the  militia  by  authority  of  the  United  States. 

The  Prbbidbht  laid  before  the  Senate  the  re- 
;  port  of  tlie  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treas- 
ury, prepared  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  March 
3d,  1809^  further  to* amend  the  several  acts  for  the 
establisbmest  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy 
Depart oieots,  with  statements  of  the  purchases  or 
payments  for  supplies,  made  by  the  collectors  of 
the  customs,  during  the  year  1813,  in  relation  to 
the  revenue,  and  to  the  temporary  relief  of  sick 
and  disabled  seamen;  and  the  report,  together 
with  the  accompanying  docnments,  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Ck>mmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biil  to  allow  a 
drawback  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled,  and  cer- 
tain goods,  wares,  and  merehandtfle,  manafactnred 
13ih  Con.  3d  Seas. — 8 


within  the  United  States;  and  the  bill  haring 
been  amended,  the  President .  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly ;  and,  on  the  question,  Shall 
this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
€k)vernment;  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States, 
and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the 
same ;"  and  the  act,  entitled  ^'An  aet  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  and  on 
gold  and  silver  watches,"  having  been  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  amended ;  and  on  motion,  by 
Mr.  Frombrtin.  the  bill  was  further  amended  by  ' 
unanimous  consent ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Mor- 
row, it  was  recommitted  to  a  select  committee, 
further  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and  Messrs. 
GiLBs,  Kino,  and  Taylor,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Barbour,  agreeably  to  notice  given,  asked 
leave  to  introdiice  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

This  was  objected  to,  by  Mr.  Mason,  as  out  of 
order,  as  a  bill  of  a  similar  nature,  passed  by  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  returned  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  with  his  objections  to 
the  same,  had,  on  reconsideration,  been  negatived 
by  the  Senate. 

The  PRBBIOBNT  decided  it  to  be  in  order,  con- 
sidering it  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  practice  of 
Congress  in  relation  to  bills  thus  returned  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates. 

Whereupon,  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  Co 
the  second  reading. 

[The  principal  features  of  this  bill  are  as  Mkma : 
the  capital  to  consist  of  fifty  milliona  of  doHars,  pay- 
able, twenty  millions  in  Treasury  notes,  fandable  at 
the  pleasnM  of  the  Goveniment  in  stock  to  bear  an  in- 
terest of  six  per  cent ;  fifteen  laiHione  in  aay  pnUie 
frtock-  bearing  six  per  cent  ioteiesft;  five  aillioas  in 
qpecie ;  and  ten  miUiona  to  be  subscribed  by  the  Qov- 
emment  in  stock  bearing  an  intersst  of  lour  per  cent* 
per  annum ;  the  Govemmeat  to  have  the  capaaiity  to 
borrow  thirty  millions  of  the  bank  at  six  per  cent,  io- 
tfitast ;  the  directors  not  to  be  obliged  to  pay  specie 
until  the  last  payment  on  the  stock  shall  be  completed  ; 
and,  upon  the  petition  of  the  directors,  the  Government 
may  intioduee  any  regulation  which  shall  be  thought 
proper  In  regard  to  the  specie  payments  of  the  bank; 
the  subscriptions  to  be  opened  on  the  first  Monday  in 
April,  at  which  time  the  first  payment  of  one-fifiiii  of 
the  whole  amount  of  subscription  shall  be  payable,  and 
the  remaining  four-fifths  in  four  quarter  yearly  in- 
stalments ;  the  bank  to  go  into  operation  as  soon  aa 
twenty  millions  are  thus  paid  in.  The  directota  for 
the  fint  year  are  named  in  the  bill.] 

The  Prbsidbnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fond,  stating  that 
the  measures  which  have  been  authorized  by  the 
board,  subsequent  to  their  last  report,  of  the  6th  of 
February,  1814,  so  far  as  the  same  have  been  com- 
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pleted,  are  fully  detailed  id  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  this  board,  dated  the 
6tb  day  of  the  present  mooth,  and  io  the  state- 
ments therein  referred  to,  which  are  herewith 
transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  part  of 
this  report ;  which  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An 
act  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States,"  together  with 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee ',  and  the  amendment  having  been  dis- 
agreed to^  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  without  amendment,  and  it  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United 
States;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Gilbs,  the  farther 
consideration  thereof  wasj>ostponed  to,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Thursdav  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  thejr  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Anacosta 
Bridge  Conopany ;''  also,  a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representativea  of  David 
Dardenj"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 


Tuesday,  February  7. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representativen  of  David  Darden,"  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  Messrs.  Bab- 
BouR,  Talbot,  and  Vabnum,  were  appointed  the 
committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Anacosta  Bridge  Company,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Direct- 
ors of  the  Washington  Bridge  Company,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
concerning  the  College  of  Georgetown,  in  the 
•District  of  Columbia." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Goldsborough,  it  was  re- 
ierred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Goldsborouob,  Fro- 
MENTiN,  and  HoRSET,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  several  memorials  from  a  number  of  the 
inhabitanis  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  reported 
a  bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to  land 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  directing  the  manner  of  contracts  and  pur- 
chases in  the  Navy  Department,  and  for  promo- 
ting economy  therein,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom 


was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  makiag 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern ment  for 
the  year  1815,"  reported  it  without  amendmenL 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Militarr 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  to  aothorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  certain  corps  which  may  be  raised  and 
orpanized  by  anjr  state,  to  serve  in  liea  of  the 
militia  thereof,"  reported  it  without  ameodmenL 

Mr.  Fromentin,  from  the  committee  to  whoa 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  coontf  of  New 
Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territorjr,  who  saffeted 
by  earthquakes,"  reported  it  with  nn  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robbrtb,  the  commiaee 
appointed  on  so  much  of  the  President's  Message 
as  relates  to  military  aflairs,  were  iastrneted  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  suitable  number  of  voter taary 
surgeons,  to  be  attached  to  the  Army  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  anthorize  the  por- 
chaae  of  a  tract  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pnaeed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^Aa 
act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Wells  and  others," 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  by  the 
select  committee;  and,  the  amendments  havia^ 
been  agreed  to,  the  Prbbidbiit  reported  the  bid 
to  the  House  iiccordingly.  On  the  questioa. 
Shall  the  amendments  St  engrossed  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time  as  amended  1  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Kerr  presented  the  petition  of  Nicholas 
Boilevin,  praying  reimbursement  for  certain  pro- 
perty destroyed  by  the  Indians,  as  stated  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill 
or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Kerr,  Giles,  and 
Anderbom,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Gore,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wai 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Perkins,"  reported  it  without  amendmeat. 


Wbdnbbday,  February  S. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  FaoMBNTiir,  it  was  agreed 
that  a  member  be  added  to  the  eommittee  ap- 
pointed agreeably  to  the  82d  role  for  eondacttog 
onsineas  in  the  Senate,  in  place  of  Mr.  Bladboi  ; 
and  Mr.  Barrt  was  appointed. 

Mr.  GoLDBBORonoB,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others,  reported  it  withoat 
amendment. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represenutives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  making  provision  for  sub- 
sisting the  Army  of  the  United  States,  by  an- 
thorizing  the  appointment  of  commissaries  of 
subsistence;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  to  iaeorporate  the  sufaaeribers  to  the 
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Bank  of  the  United  States  (iotrodaced  hy  Mr. 
Barbour)  was  read  a  second  time. 

A  motion  was  made  b/  Mr.  Qileb  to  refer  the 
bill  to  a  select  committee. 

On  this  motion  a  wide  debate  took  place.  The 
argument  for  reference  was,  the  usage  in  such 
cases,  where  a  bill  was  introduced  by  an  indi- 
vidual member;  the  argument  against  it  was, 
that  though  the  bill  was  recentljr  introduced  bv 
an  individual  member,  the  subject  was  one  which 
had  been  widely  discussed  and  was  well  under- 
stood hy  every  member. 

The  motion  to  commit  the  bill  was  negatived, 
18  to  16. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Giles  moved  an  amendment,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  confine  the  stock  (payable  on  ac- 
count of  subscriptions  to  the  capital  of  the  bank) 
to  such  stock  as  should  be  hereafter  created. 

After  an  animated  and  interesting  debate,  this 
motion  was  negatived — for  the  motion  15,  against 
it  18,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Brown,  Fromentin,  Gmillard,  Ger- 
msD,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King, 
Kerr,  Lambert,  Mason,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb, 
Chace,  Condit,  Dana,  Howell,  Laoock,  Morrow,  Rob- 
erts, Smith,  Tait,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Turner,  Varnnm, 
and  Wharton. 


Thursdat,  February  9. 

The  bill  brought  up  yesterday  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Presibent  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  com- 
prehending contracts  made  by  him  in  the  year 
1814,  and  those  made  by  the  Uommissary  Gene- 
ral in  the  same  year,  in  compliance  with  *^An 
act  concerning  public  contracts,^'  passed  the  2lst 
April,  1818 ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  amendnienta  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Wells  and  others/' 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

BeMolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill  to  allow  a  drawback  of  duties  on  spir- 
its distilled,  and  certain  floods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, manufactured  within  the  United  States, 
was  read  a  third  time ;  and  the  blanks  were  filled ; 
and  the  bill  was  amended  by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "An  act  to  allow  a  drawback  of  duties 
on  spirits  distilled,  and  certain  ^oods,  wares^  and 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
States,  on  the  exportation  thereof  to  any  foreign 
port  or  place." 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  petition  of  Gould  Hoy  t, 
of  the  cityr  of  New  York,  owner  of  the  ship  called 
the  American  Eagle,  praying  indemnification  for 
the  loss  sustained  by  him,  in  conseauence  of  the 
illegal  seizure  of  said  ship  by  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  New  Tork  ;  as  is  stated  in  the  petition ; 


whieh  was  read, and/eferred  to  the  Secretarr  for 
the  Department  of  'Aeasury,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Tait.  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill,  entitled 
^'An  act  concerning  Matthew  Gar,  John  Wood- 
ward, Samuel  Tennison,  and  Wilfred  Drury," 
reported  it  with  amendment. 

The  bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to 
land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  was  read  the 
second  time. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  of  the  7th  instant,  relative  to  the  vet- 
erinary surgeons,  reported  the  folio wingTesolaiion : 

Iteaolved,  That  it  b  inexpedient  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  veterinsiy  surgeons,  to  be  attached  to  the 
Army  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  19th  January,  the  resolution  rel- 
ative to  compensation  to  individuals  whose  prop- 
erty may  have  been  destroyed  during  the  war,  by 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  United  States, 
reported  the  following  resolution : 

Me$ohedt  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  pto» 
vide  by  a  general  law  Ibr  making  compensation  to  in- 
dividuals whose  property  may  have  been  destrored  du- 
ring the  war,  by  the  oonstituted  authorities  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  whose  property  may  have  been  ooenpted 
for,  or  appropriated  to,  public  purposes. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
National  Bank  bill ;  on  which  there  took  place. 
aa  on  yesterday,  much  animated  debate.  Several 
questions  of  amendment  were  proposed,  which 
were  rariously  decided. 

The  Senate  did  not  get  through  the  bill  before 
the  adjournment,  which  took  place  at  a  late  hoar. 


Friday,  February  10. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for 
subsisting  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  by  au- 
thorizing the  appointment  of  commissaries  of 
subsistence,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  of  the  6th  instant,  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  settlement  and  payment  of  certain 
claims  for  the  services  of  the  militia ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  regulating 
the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  in  which  bill  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  to  strilte  out  of  the 
twelfth  rule,  the  following: 
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"  Bat  Um  nid  eofporation  iibftll  be  bound  to  lend  to 
the  Goverament  of  the  Uniteir  Staiee,  raimbonible  et 
their  pleuure,  thirty  miUions  of  dollai%  et  en  intercet 
not  exceeding  eiz  per  eentam,  per  ennmn,  in  endi 
■onie,  end  etench  perioda,  ee  may  be  mode  convenient 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  Btetee,  whenevor 
nny  lew  or  lawe  of  the  United  Btetee  ehnll  enthoriie 
and  require  each  loan  or  loane." 

And  to  strike  out,  from  the  eighteenth  rule^the 
following : 

'*  Until  the  first  Monday  of  April,  eighteen  hnndred 
and  sixteen,  it  shall  not  be  obligatory  on  the  aaid  cor- 
poration to  pay  its  notce  in  epede,  bot  eil  the  noCee  of 
the  said  corpoiation,  whether  peyaUe  at  the  eeat  of  the 
bank,  in  Philadefohia,  or  elsewhere,  shall  be  pjmhle  in 
other  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  or  in  Treeeary 
notcs,at  the  option  of  the  applicant.  And  if,  any  time 
daring  the  oontinnanoe  of  the  present  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  the  period  of  one 
year  after  the  termination  of  the  said  war,  demands 
shall  be  made  upon  the  said  corporation  for  gold  or 
silver  coin*  to  an  amoont  and  nnder  dreomstancee 
which  induce  a  reasonable  and  probahle  belief  that  the 
•peeie  capital  may  be  greatly  diminished  or  endangered, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  Congress,  on  the  petition  of 
4he  diredeie,  to  authorise  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  for  audi  time  or  ffmee  es  they  may  deem 
proper:*' 

It  was  determined  in  the  negatirc — yeas  15, 
nays  18,  as  foUows : 

TsAs — Messrs.  B^wn,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin, 
Oaillard,  German,  GOes,  Goldsborough»  Gore,  Hunter, 
King,  Lambert,  Mason,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Meesrs.  AndeiMn,  Barbour,  Berry,  Bibb, 
Chace,  Condit,  Howell,  Kerr,  Laeook,  Morrow,  Rob- 
erts, Robinson,  Smith,  Talbot,  Tait,  Turner,  Vamum, 
and  Wharton. 

And  Che  bill  having  been  amended,  ihe  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Andbrbon  re- 
ported the  bill  to  the  House  accord  I  Dgly ;  and  the 
amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
were  concurred  in. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gorb,  to  insert,  after  '^ip- 
plicantj'Mn  line  216,  the  following  words:  *^and 
this  itutbority  of  the  bank  to  pay  its  notes  other- 
wise than  by  specie,  shall  be  expressed  on  such 
notes,"  it  was  determined  in  the  negatife — yeas 
15,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

7k AS — Messrs.  Brown,  Daggett,  Dans,  Fromentin* 
Gaillsrd,  German,  Giles,  Goldsboroogh,  Gore,  Hunter* 
Kerr,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  and  Thompson. 

Nits— -Meflirs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bany,  Bibb, 
Chace,  Condit,  Howell,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Robinson,  Smith,  Talbot,  Tait,  Turner,  Vamum, 
Wells,  and  Wharton. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  18,  nays  15,  as 
follows : 

Yeas — Meesrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb, 
Chace,  Condit,  Howell,  Kerr,  Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberti, 
Robinson,  Smith,  Talbot,  Tait,  Turner,  Varnnm,  and 
Wharton. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Dsggett,  Dsns,  Fromentin, 
Gsillard,  German,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gors,  Hunter, 
King,  Lsmbert,  Mason,  Thompson,  and  WeUs. 


Baturdat,  February  11. 

The  bill  brought  up  yesterday  for  eonetirmice 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  nod  pay- 
ment of  certain  claims  for  the  serriccs  of  tbe 
mil  ilia  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "^  An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gor- 
emment  for  the  year  1815;"  and  the  bill  faaTio^ 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  i^ 
House  accordingly.  On  the  question,  Shall  the 
amendments  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  pRBBiovifT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  Qeneral,  of  unproductive  post  roadie 
and  also  a  list  of  contracts  made  in  the  year  1814; 
which  were  read. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
**  An  act  making  provision  for  subsisting  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  by  authorizing  the  appoiot- 
ment  of  eommisaaries  of  subsiateDee,*'  reported  it 
with  amendments. 

The  bill  to  incornorate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America  was  read 
a  third  time;  and  on  the  question.  Shall  this  biD 
pass?  it  was  determined  in  the  amrmatire — yets 
18,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

Tkas — Messrs.  Anderson«  Baibour,  Bany,  Bibb, 
Chace,  Condit,  Howell,  Lacock,  Monow,  Roberta,  Rob- 
inson, Smith,  Talbol»  Tait,  Taylor,  Turner,  Vamaw 
and  Wharton. 

Natb— Mesara.  Brown,  Daggett,  Danat  Fiomentio, 
Gaillard,  German,  Giles,  Goldaborough,  Gore,  Honey, 
Hunter,  Kerr,  King,  Lambert,  Mason,  and  Thoapsan. 

So  it  was  Eemdvedj  That  this  bill  pasa^and  that 
the  title  thereof  be  ''An  act  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America." 


MoNnAT,  Febraary  13. 

The  amendments  to  the  bHl,  entitled  **  An  act 
makinv  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Qorern- 
meat  for  the  year  1815,"  having  been  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  as  ameodd. 

Jfteidhed^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment."  was 
read  the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  to  authorise  the  issuing 
of  Treasury  notes,  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1815;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  'An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
certain  corps  which  may  be  raised  and  organized 
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by    any  State,  to  sterve  Id  Ilea  of  the  militia 
thereoi." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  it  was  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  farther  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
TVhoIe,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An 
act  directing  the  manner  of  contracts  and  pur- 
chases in  the  Navy  Department,  and  for  promo- 
ting economy  therein ;"  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
Tait,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
"Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late 
county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory, 
ivho  suffered  by  earthquakes,'*  together  with  the 
amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee, which  was  disagreed  to;  and  an  amend- 
ment navinjr  been  agreed  to,  the  President  re- 
ported the  bnl  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendment  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire. 
^  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Perkins ;"  and,  no  amendment  haying  been 
proposed,  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  HuNTEB  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
Martin,  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  IVhode  Island, 
confined  in  prison  at  the  suit  of  the  United  States. 
praying  to  be  released  therefrom,  for  reasons  stated 
at  large  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
IIuNTER,  FaoMENTiN,  and  Brown,  were  appoint- 
ed the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz, 
and  others;  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
agreed  to,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined 
m  the  affirmative — yeas  13,  nays  0,  as  follows : 

YxAB — Messrs^  Andersoot  Brown,  Daggettt  Fro- 
meutin.  Gaillard,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Hnnter, 
King^  Smith,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  Condit,  German,  Lacock,  Mor- 
row, Taylor,  Tamer,  Yamnm,  and  Wharton. 

DSFENCE  OF  N£W  ORLEAN& 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  reported  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Besolvedt  by  the  Smote  and  Home  of  Rtp^tHnia- 
1ime$  of  the  (Inited  StattM  of  Amtrita  in  Congreu  ot- 
9embiedt  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  given  to  Major  General  Jadtson,  and 
through  him  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular 
army,  of  the  militia,  and  the  volunteeis,  under  his  imme- 
diate command,  for  their  uniform  gallantry  and  good 
conduct,  conspicuously  displayed  against  the  enem^r 
from  the  time  of  his  landing  before  New  Orleans,  until 
his  final  expulsion  therefrom;  and  particnlarly  for 
their  distinguished  gallantry,  skill,  and  good  oondnct, 
on  the  8th  of  January  last,  in  repulsing,  with  great 
slaughter,  a  munerous  British  army  of  ^oeen  veteran 


troops,  when  attempting,  hj  a  bold  and  daring  attack, 
to  storm  and  carry  the  woru  hastily  thrown  np  for  the 
defence  of  New  Orleans,  and  by  obtaining  a  most  sig* 
nal  and  complete  victory  over  the  enemy,  with  a  dis- 
parity of  losSf  on  his  pait,  unexampled  in  military 
annals. 

Ruolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Btotea 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  struck  a  gold  medal,  with 
devices  emblematical  of  this  splendid  achievement,  and 
presented  to  Major  General  Jackson,  as  o  testimony  of 
the  high  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  the  judicious 
and  distinguished  part  he  acted  on  this  glorious  and 
memorable  occasion. 

Ritohed^  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutea 
be  requested  to  cause  the  fbregoijig  rasolutaoa  to  be 
eammnniealed  to  M^or  Qaneral  Ja^aout  in  anch 
terms  aa  he  may  deem  best  cakolated  to  give  eflbct  to 
the  objecta  theico£ 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  same  committee,  also  rt* 
ported  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  read 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading : 

RcBohed^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Btpreeenta^ 
tioea  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Congrem 
aeeembled.  That  Oongress  entertains  a  h^h  sense  of 
the  patriotism,  fidelity,  seal,  and  courage,  with  which 
the  people  of  Loaisiaaa  promptly  and  onanimoosly 
stepped  forth,  under  drenmstanoes  of  imauiient  danger 
firom  a  powerihl  mvading  army,  in  defence  of  all  the 
individual,  social,  and  political  rights  held  dear  bv  nan* 
Congress  declape  and  piodaim,  thai  the  biava  Louisi- 
anians  deserve  well  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United 

Reeolvedt  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of 
the  generosity,  benevolence,  and  humanity  dinplayed 
by  the  people  of  New  Orleans,  in  voluntarily  aiforcUng 
the  best  accommodations  in  their  power,  and  giving  the 
kindest  attentions  to  the  wounded,  not  only  of  our  own 
army,  but  also  to  the  wounded  prisoners  of  a  fiUlen 
though  vindictive  foe. 

Reeoked,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statee 
be  requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  reeolatione  to  be 
communteated  to  his  ExoeUeacy  the  Governor  of  Lon« 
isiana,  accompanied  with  the  request  that  he  eauae  the 
greatest  possible  publicity  to  be  given  to  them  for  the 
informaliMi  of  the  whole  people  of  Louisiana. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  quietio|^ 
and  adjusting  claims  to  land  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Browm,  the 
further  consideration  thereof  waa  postponed  to, 
add  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Thursday 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  making  provision  for  subsisting  the  Armjr  o( 
the  United  States,  by  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissaries  of  subsistence,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee ;  and,  the  amendments  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  TaiT,  from  tlie  Comroi"ee  on  Narai  A^ 
fairs,  reported  the  following  resoluUons,  which 
were  read  and  passed  to  the  second  readings 
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Euohedj  That  Congresi  entertain  a  high  aenie  of 
the  Talor  and  good  conduct  of  Commodore  D.  T.  Pat^ 
tenon,  of  the  oflScertf  petty  officers,  and  seamen,  at- 
tached to  hif  command,  for  their  prompt  and  efficient 
eo-operation  with  General  Jackaon  in  the  late  gallant 
and  anooeasfttl  defence  of  the  citv  of  New  Orleans, 
when  assailed  l^  a  powerful  Britiu  force. 

ReBohedt  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of 
the  Talor  and  good  conduct  of  Major  Daniel  Cannick, 
of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  marines, 
under  hia  command,  in  the  defence  of  the  said  dty,  on 
the  late  memorable  occasion. 

Mr.  HoRSBT,  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Risohedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  ^e  Senate,  lo  join  such  committee  aa  may  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  RepresenlatiTes, 
to  mquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing  the  diambers 
at  present  occupied  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
or  others  in  the  same  building,  to  be  altered  and  fitted 
up  for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  two  Houses. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
met  concerning  Matthew  Quy,  John  Woodward, 
Samuel  TenniatfD,and  Wilfred  Drury,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the 
select  committee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylos,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  14,  nays  11,  as  follows : 

Tbis— -Messrs.  Anderson,  Barry,  Condit,  Daggett, 
Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  King,  Tait, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner,  and  Vamum. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bibb,  German,  Giles,  Hunter,  Kerr, 
Lacock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Smith,  Wells,  and  Wharton. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  and 
payment  of  certain  claims  for  the  services  of  the 
militia ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Qileb,  the  further 
consideration  thereof waspostponed  to, and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for,  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afbira,  the  9th  instant,  relative  to  veterinary  sur- 
geons; and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  reported,  the  9th  instant,  by  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  19th  Janu- 
ary^  the  resolution  relative  to  compensation  to 
individuals  whose  property  may  have  been  de- 
stroyed during  the  war,  by  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  the  United  States ;  and  agreed  thereto. 


Tuesday,  February  14. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  issu- 
ing of  Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1815,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon ; 
and  Messrs.  Smith,  King,  and  Taylob,  were  ap- 
pointed the  committee. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  thanks  of 
Congress  to  Major  General  Jackson,  and  the 
troops  under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans, 
were  read  the  second  time  and  considered  as  in 


Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  amended ;  and  the 
President  reported  them  to  the  House  aceordiagly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  these  resolutions  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  bi^h  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  of  the  patriotism  and 
ffood  conduct  of  the  people  of  Louisiana  and 
New  Orleans^  during  the  late  military  operatioas 
before  that  city,  were  read  the  second  time  sod 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  an  J, 
haviog  been  amended,  the  President  reported  them 
to  the  House  according] v. 

On  the  question,  Shall  these  resolutions  be  eo- 
groiised  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended?  ii 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  of  the  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  of  Commodore  D.  T.  Patterson, 
Major  D.  Carmick,  and  of  the  officers,  seameo, 
and  marines,  under  iheir  command,  in  the  defence 
of  New  Orleans,  were  read  the  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and. 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  od  tbe^ 
question,  Shall  these  reKolutions  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county 
of  New  Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  who 
suffered  by  earthquakes,  having  been  reported  bj 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed^  the  bill  wis 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
makiuff  provision  for  subsisting  the  army  of  the 
United  States  bv  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
commissaries  of  subsistence,"  were  reported  by 
the  committee  correctly  engrossed. 

The  bill^  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Perkins,"  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz, 
and  others,  having  been  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee correctly  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time. 
On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  pass?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative — yeas  15,  nays  14,  as 
follows : 

YxAs— Messrs.  Anderson,  Daggett,  Dana,  Fromen- 
tin, Gaillard,  Giles,  Goldsborough,  Gore,  Horsey,  Kbit, 
King,  Lambert,  Smith,  Thompson,  and  Wells. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bibb,  Chace,  Condit,  German,  La- 
cock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Robinson,  Talbot,  Tait,  Tay- 
lor, Turner,  Vamum,  and  Wharton. 

So  it  was  Reiolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and 
that  the  title  thereof  be  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others." 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  io 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  enti- 
tled '*An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Qovernment  for  the  year  1815,"  with  an 
amendment}  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  ^*An  act  making  provision  for  clothing 
the  militia  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
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States ;"  also,  a  bill,  eoiilled  ^'Aa  act  reqairiag 
the  Secretary  of  the  Seoate  and  Clerk  of  the 
Hoase  of  Representatives,  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  to  give  security  for  the  faithful 
application  and  disbursement  of  the  contingent 
foods  of  the  Seoate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives;" in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
renee  of  the  Senate. 


WfiONESDAT,  February  15. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  making  provision 
for  subsisting  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  by 
authorizing  the  appointment  of  commissaries  of 
subsistence,"  was  postponed  to  Monday  ilezt. 

The  two  bills  brought  up  yesterday  tor  eoocnr- 
rence  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  caus- 
ing the  chambers  at  present  occupied  by  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  or  others  in  the  same  build- 
ing, to  be  altered  and  fitted  up,  for  their  better 
accommodation,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  on 
the  question.  Shall  this  resolution  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  llouse  of  Representatives  to  their 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making 
appropriatioDs  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year  1815,"  and  concurred  therein. 

Go  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from 
the  militia  of  the  United  States  was  postponed 
to  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act  regulating  the  Post  Office 
Establishment." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tatlob,  it  was  referred  to 
the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1815,"  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  MoEROW  presented  the  petition  of  Michael 
Jones  and  W.  Bond,  the  Register  and  Receiver 
of  Public  Moneys  for  the  district  of  Kaskaskia, 
praying  additional  compensation  for  their  ser- 
vices ;  for  reasons  slated  at  large  in  the  petition ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred,  the  21st  September  last,  the 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

DEFENCE  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  of  the  patriotism  and 
good  conduct  of  the  people  of  Louisiana  and  of 
New  Orleans,  during  the  late  military  operations 
before  that  city,  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  were  read  a  third 
time  as  amended,  and  having  been  further  amend- 


ed by  unanimous  cooseot,  passed  unanimously, 

as  follows: 

Resohedf  by  the  Senate  and  Houk  of  Representor 
tivee  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled. That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the 
patriotism,  fidelity,  zeal,  and  courage,  with  whidi  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  promptly  and  unani- 
mously stepped  forth,  under  circumstances  of  imminent 
danger  from  a  powerful  invading  army,  in  defence  of 
all  &e  individual,  social,  and  political  rights,  held  dear 
by  man.  Congress  declare  and  proclaim,  that  the 
brave  Louisianians  deserve  well  of  the  whole  people  of 
the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of 
the  generosity,  benevolence,  and  humanly,  displayed 
by  the  people  of  New  Orleans,  in  voluntarily  aflording 
the  best  accommodations  in  their  power,  and  giving 
the  kindest  attentions  to  the  wounded,  not  only  of  our 
own  army,  but  alio  to  the  wounded  prisoners  of  a  van- 
quished roe. 

Resohedj  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUIes 
be  requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  be 
communicated  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Loop 
isiana,  accompanied  with  a  request  that  he  cause  the 
greatest  possible  publicity  to  be  given  to  them  for  the 
information  of  the  whole  people  of  Louisiana. 

The  re.soluiioos  expressive  of  the v high  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  of  the  gallantry  and 
200d  conduct  of  Commodore  D.  T.  Patterson  und 
Major  D.  Carmick,  and  of  the  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines  under  their  command,  in  the  defence 
of  New  Orleans,  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engrossed,  were  read  a  third 
time,  and  parsed  unanimously,  as  follows: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Ryresent-^ 
olives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of 
the  valor  and  good  conduct  of  Commodore  D.  T.  Pat- 
terson, of  the  officers,  petty  officers,  and  seamen,  at- 
tached to  his  command,  for  their  prompt  and  efficient 
co-operation  with  General  Jackson,  in  the  Iste  gallant 
and  successful  defence  of  the  dty  of  New  Orleans, 
when  assailed  by  a  powerful  British  foree. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of 
the  valor  and  good  conduct  of  Major  Daniel  Carmick, 
of  the  officen,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  marine^ 
under  his  command,  in  the  defonce  of  the  said  city«  on 
the  late  memorable  occasion* 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  thanks  of 
Congress  to  Major  General  Jackson,  and  the 
troops  under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans, 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  were  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed  unanimously,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembied.  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  given  to  Major  General  Jadison,  and, 
through  him,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regu- 
lar army,  of  the  militia,  and  of  the  volunteers  under 
his  immediate  command,  and  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers charged  with  the  defence  of  Fort  St  Philip,  for 
their  uniform  gallantry  and  good  conduct,  conspicu- 
ously displayed  against  the  enemy,  from  the  time  of 
his  landing  before  New  Orleans  until  his  final  expul- 
sion from  the  8to(e  of  I>oaisiana»  ^na  particularly  for 
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ihmr  valvr,  ikiB,  and  govd  eoadvct,  on  the  8tli  of  Jan- 
VMXf  last,  in  repnlting,  with  gmt  aUof  liter,  n  nnm^ 
rona  Britiah  army  of  cfaoaen  veteran  troopa»  wben 
nttempting,  by  a  bold  and  daring  attadi,  to  atomi  and 
carry  the  worka  haatily  thrown  up  lor  the  defence  of 
Kew  Orleana,  and  thereby  obtaining  a  nniat  aignal  and 
complete  victory  over  the  enemy,  with  m  diaparity  of 
loaa»  on  hia  part,  unexampled  in  military  annaia. 

JRuohed,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea 
he  requested  to  cause  to  be  struck  a  gold  medaU  with 
devicea  emblematical  of  this  splendid  achievement,  and 
preaented  to  Major  Greneral  Jackson,  aa  &  testimony  of 
Che  high  aense  entertained  by  Congress,  of  hia  jndi- 
ciona  and  distinguished  conduct  on  that  memorable 
oecaaion. 

Betohed,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea 
be  requested  to  cauae  the  Ibregoing  resolutiona  to  be 
communicated  to  Major  General  Jackaon,  in  such 
terma  as  he  may  deem  beat  calculated  to  give  eflect  to 
the  objecta  thereof 

Wlieii  the  above  resolotions  were  under  coo- 
sldenttton,  Mr.  Brown,  of  Lotitsinoa,  addressed 
the  Chair,  as  follows : 

Mr,  President:  Having  the  honor  to  represent 
the  Slate  which  has  been  the  theatre  of  the 
erenis  which  it  is  the  object  of  these  resolutions 
to  commemorate,  it  might  be  considered  an  eti- 
dence  of  great  insensibility  on  my  pan,  did  I  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  my  most  hearty 
approbation  of  them. 

The  reflecting  mind,  in  reviewing  the  eventful 
measures  by  which  the  people  of  Louisiana  have 
heen  conducted  from  a  position  of  extreme  peril 
to  a  state  of  perfect  security,  is  irresistibly  led  to 
a<ikDowiedge  the  protecting  hand  of  an  all-wise 
nnd  beneficent  Providence,  whose  dispensations 
it  ia  our  doty,  in  grateful  humility^  to  revere. 

The  richest  reward  which  a  nation  can  bestow 
on  its  distinguished  benefactors,  is  to  be  found  in 
the  unanimous  expression  of  a  naiioB'smititude. 
On  oo  occasion  has  the  united  voice  of  national 
ieeling  been  more  distinctly  heard,  than  on  that 
which  is  the  subject  of  oar  present  deliberations. 
The  meaknres  adopted  by  General  Jackson  for 
the  protection  of  Lottisiana,  and  their  happy  re- 
avtts,  bare  been  succinctly  detailed  in  his  own 
simple,  perspicuous,  and  modest  narrative.  It  is 
not  now  necessary  to  recapitulate  the  facts.  It  is 
enough  that  we  nx  our  admiring  eyes  on  their 
fortunate  results.  If  to  disconcert  the  gigantic 
plans  of  the  enemy — to  disappoint  bis  extravagant 
expectations — to  humble  bis  pride — to  destroy  a 
great  part  of  his  hitherto  invincible  army — to  ex- 
pel them  from  our  soil,  and  save  a  Slate  to  the 
Union,  and  to  accomplish  all  with  a  comparative 
loss  unexampled  in  military  annals,  can  entitle  a 
brave  general  and  a  gallant  army  to  the  thanks 
of  a  generous  people,  then  are  General  Jackson 
and  bis  followers  entitled  to  the  wreath  prepared 
for  them  by  these  resolutions.  I  shall  not  follow 
the  deliverer  of  Louisiana  through  the  blase  of 
battle  and  the  shouts  of  victory ;  I  am  not  so  weak 
as  to  believe  that  my  feeble  voice  can  add  lustre 
to  deeds  like  his — ^to  deeds  without  a  name.'' 
The  tears  of  admiration  and  gratitude  which 
moisten  erery  eye  whilst  surreyiog  scenes  like  i 


these,  admonish  me,  that  it  b  best  to  iwlalge  ia 
the  silent  sentiment  of  aootteraUe  joy. 

The  army  of  Qcnerai  Jaekaoo  was  priaeipally 
composed  of  militia  corps,  a  species  of  force  hitln 
erto  not  eonsidered  as  the  aioet  efieteBt,  wfaick 
had  been  hastily  eolleclcd  froa  the  States  of 
Kentacky,  Teonesaee,  Loajsiaaa,  and  tlie  Missu- 
sippi  Territory.  It  is  equally  hoooraMo  to  these 
soldiers,  and  to  their  commander,  that  no  Jealous- 
ies or  dissensions  disturbed  the  hanoonr  of  their 
camp,  and  that  all  united  in  facing  the  uie  w^ith  a 
coQiage,  an  eoerfy,  and  enthtndasm,  rmr«iy  wk- 
neased  in  an  anny  of  reteran  troopiL  AH  were 
antmaiod  by  the  same  soul,  and  the  only  eooteat 
which  existed  amoog  them  wai^  who  saosld  be 
foremost  in  the  boor  of  danger. 

The  citizens  of  Kentocky,  since  the  eomanence- 
ment  of  oor  present  straggle^  hare  obtained  a 
character  sodlerated  for  patriotism  ami  devotioa 
to  the  best  intereata  of  their  cooolry,  that  it  caa 
receive  no  additbiml  laatto  from  any  ezpffcssions 
I  ean  employ.  The  State  of  Teaneasea  has  ex- 
alted claims  to  the  approbation  of  the  nation. 
To  that  Sute  we  are  indebted  for  the  aafay  of 
oitr  coontry  when  threatened  by  oor  aavafo 
neighbors,  and  the  part  which  her  citisoos  have 
acted  on  the  late  ever  memorable  occasion,  will 
afford  to  their  latest  posterity  a  rich  repast  in  the 
page  of  impartial  history.  One-third  of  the  mili- 
tia of  this  State,  having  no  exposed  frootier  to 
protect,  and  threatened  by  no  immediate  danger, 
cheerfully  left  their  friends  and  their  famtliea  aad 
flew  to  the  assistance  of  Looisiaaa.  Qeneroos 
people !  on  behalf  of  those  yon  hare  soocored  ia 
the  boor  of  peril,  I  thank  yoa-^from  my  heart  I 
thank  jroo  I 

Reject.  Mr.  President,  on  the  rapid  march  of 
General  Coffee  and  his  rolunteen  to  Biobile,  to 
Pensacola«  to  New  Oiieans,  a  distance  of  more 
than  one  thousand  miles.  Consider  the  difficol- 
ties  of  the  route,  and  you  will  admire  the  perse- 
verance of  the  commander,  and  the  patience  and 
discipline  of  his  trootts.  ns  much  as  yoa  will  ap- 
plaud the  nndaanted  brarery  they  displayed  on 
the  memorable  eighth  of  January.  See  the  brave 
and  indefatigable  Carroll  descending  the  Missis- 
sippi  with  an  army  of  three  thonsnnd  men,  and 
accomplishing  bis  voyage  ia  a  space  of  time 
considered  too  short  to  enable  the  greedy  speco- 
lator,  in  search  of  a  market,  to  condoct  a  single 
ark  to  the  same  point  of  destination.  It  is  to  such 
men,  and  to  such  exertions  as  these,  that  Louisi- 
ana is  indebted  for  her  safety,  and  so  long  as  grat- 
itode  shall  be  considered  a  virtue,  shall  these 
brave  men  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance. 

On  so  much  of  these  resolutions,  and  other  res- 
olutions now  under  consideration,  as  relate  to  the 
militia  and  people  of  Louisiana,  it  would  not, 
perhaps,  become  me  to  enlarge.  Attached,  as  I 
feel  myself,  to  the  generous  people  of  that  State, 
b]r  the  recollection  of  a  thousand  proofs  thejr  have 
given  me  of  their  kindnesa  and  confidence,  1  could 
not  profess  to  be  their  impartial  eulogist.  That 
their  condoct  on  the  late  trying  emergency  has 
been  such,  as  not  only  to  fulfil  the  predictions  of 
their  friends,  and  effioe  the  unfiiToraMe  prejudices 


241 


:iK 


O&Y  OF  00N(3RB88. 


242 


FCBIKIABV,  181& 


D^enee  cf  Mbw  Oriearu. 


SlNATB. 


of  those  who  UDlil  now  were  strangers  to  their 
troe  character,  but  also  to  receire  the  approba* 
tion  of  the  nation,  is  to  me  aeoorceof  inezpressi- 
ble  pleasure. 

Mr.  President,  I  fondly  hopfe  that  the  dawn  of 
peace  is  about  to  break  upon  oar  beloyed  coun- 
try. Cheered  by  its  benignant  rays  we  look  into 
futurity,  and  calculate  the  influence  which  the 
recent  events  at  New  Orleans  may  hare  upon  the 
destinies  of  this  nation.  To  foreign  Powers,  the 
lesson  taught  by  them  will  be  full  of  instruction. 
Prom  the  fate  of  a  powerful  army  invading  a 
portion  of  our  country,  hitherto  considered  the 
most  assailable,  they  wiJI  learn  that  freemen,  im- 
pressed with  a  sense  of  the  value  of  their  rights, 
and  armed  in  defence  of  their  own  soil,  are  in- 
vincible. At  home,  the  efibcts  of  these  brilliant 
achievements  will  be  salutary  and  beneficent. 
Should  the  inhabitants  of  any  portion  of  this 
Union,  froaa  iaoorreot  soatves  of  information, 
have  received  impressions  unfriendly  to  the  char^ 
acter  of  the  people  of  Louisiana,  let  them  reflect 
on  the  events  of  the  8th  of  Jaaoary,  and  those 
impressions  will  be  completely  obliterated.  The 
tiee  of  interest  and  of  aoBction,  wbieh  have  long 
attached  the  Western  States  to  Louisiana,  have 
now  become  indissoluble.  The  purple  stream  of 
their  best  blood  has  united  and  mingled  in  the 
same  channel,  and  baa  at  once  cemented  their 
anion  and  that  of  their  country. 

Mr.  Frombntin,  of  Loaisiana,  addressed  the 
Chair,  as  follows— 

Mr.  President:  The  resolutions  now  under 
oonsideration  aeem  to  call  for  a  few  remarks 
from  those  who  have  the  honor  to  reoreaent  on 
this  floor  the  coutktry  upon  whose  mhanitants  the 
mark  of  signal  favor  contemplated  by  the  resolu- 
tions is  now  proposed  to  be  conferred.  It  would 
ill  become  me  on  this  occasion  to  affiect  a  vain 
modesty,  equally  injurious  to  the  virtues  which 
hare  deserved,  and  to  the  generous  discernment 
which  is  going  to  bestow  approbation. 

Mr.  President,  we  have  often  been  called  upon, 
since  the  beginning  of  this  war,  to  give  thanks  to 
the  intrepidity  of  our  military  leaders,  and  the  an- 
daonted  bravery  of  their  troops.  We  have  just 
now,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  awarded  the  same 
tribute  to  Jackson  and  to  his  followers.  To  Jack- 
soi^**-thia  name  heaoeforth  wants  none^  of  the 
meretrioioas  epithets  of  conrteay-^to  Jackson, 
whose  laorek  on  the  ever  memorable  8th  of  Jan* 
uary  will  adorn  the  fairest  page  of  American  mil- 
itary history :— to  Jackson,  whose  uaheard  of 
achievements,  having  no  precedents  in  the  past, 
seem  to  bid  defiance  to  the  future.  Through  this 
beloved  General  we  gave  the  same  unanimous 
thanks  to  his  followers.  I  will  not,  sir,  give  them 
the  surname  of  invinciUes ;  be  it  enough  for  their 
glory,  that  they  have  proved  to  the  world  that  if, 
until  they  landed  in  Louisiana,  the  soldiers  of 
Lord  Wellington  had  been  unconquered,  they 
were  not  unconquerable. 

Sir,  with  heartfelt  gratitude  I  joined  in  the  vote 
just  given  in  honor  of  those  valiant  men.  Let  us 
now  pasa  from  the  review  of  the  brilliant  and  ez- 
terminatiag  virtues  exhibited  on  the  field  (tf  battle, 


to  the  contemplation  of  the  modest  and  saving 
virtues  exhibited  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

So  far  had  the  campaign  in  Florida  been  pro- 
longed beyond  the  time  contemplated  at  its  be- 
ginning, that  Winter  was  threatening,  before  the 
Tennessee  militia,  under  General  Coffee,  hastily 
collected  for  a  Summer  expedition,  were  disbana- 
ed,  to  be  recalled  again  under  the  banners  of  tbeir 
country  before  tbey  had  reached  their  homes,  in 
orderto  defend  a  distant  State  against  the  invasion 
of  an  enemy  more  numerous  and  more  formida- 
ble than  the  enemy  they  bad  subdued.  So  ardent 
and  so  anxious  was  the  zeal  of  our  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky  brethren,  headed  by  Carroll,  Thomas, 
and  Adair,  that,  regardless  of  the  inclemencies  of 
the  approaching  season,  they  listened  to  no  voice 
but  the  voice  oftheir  invaded  country ;  they  were 
sensible  of  no  want,  but  the  want  of  meeting  the 
enemy. 

Already  had  the  Mississippi  received  the  brave, 
who  were  destined  to  add  such  a  celebrity  to  ita 
fame ;  already  had  its  rapid  current  brought  them 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  spot  polluted  with 
the  foot  of  an  invading  foe ;  a  more  terrible  enemy 
than  the  one  they  were  ready  to  encounter  had 
nearly  overcome  them. 

Frost,  threatened  in  his  long  enjoyed  empire 
over  the  Northern  Lakes  of  America,  made  an  ef- 
fort in  December  last  to  establish  his  empire  over 
the  mouth  as  it  has  usurped  it  over  the  head  of 
the  Mississippi.*  Notfarfrom  thetropics  the  ruth- 
less invader  shook  his  icy  bristles ;  for  a  few  days 
the  mouths  of  our  creeks  were  sealed  up  by  the 
tyrant ;  bdt  assistance  was  at  hand  from  above. 
This  Winter,  Mr.  President,  was  fertile  with  prod- 
igies. A  genial  sun  had  arisen  in  the  West,  whose 
powerful  and  revivifying  rays  soon  expelled  the 
monster,  and  compelled  him  to  fly  back  to  bis  un- 
controlled patrimonial  haunts  in  the  caverns  of 
the  Lakes,  and  in  the  recesses  of  the  wildernesses  of 
Canada— a  forerunner,  Mr.  President,  of  the  fate 
which  in  a  few  days  was  to  befall  his  co-invader 
and  British  ally.  Have  I,  Mr.  President,  in  at- 
tempting to  give  you  an  idea  of  a  natural  phe- 
nomenon in  Louisiana,  gtren  you  a  true  picture 
of  the  real  scenes  which,  in  the  meaatime,  were 
acting  on  that  interesting  theatre  ? 

Yet,  daring  the  temporary  reign  of  the  tyrant, 
our  soldiers,  for  the  reasons  above  stated,  unpre- 
pared to  withstand  his  attacks,  were  sufiertng  «e- 
▼erely.  Are  those  brave  men  who  have  sacrificed 
everything  to  run  to  the  relief  of  their  distant 
friends,  to  be  doomed  to  fall  a  victim  to  their  own 
generosity?  Forbid  it  humanity,  forbid  it  pa- 
triotism, forbid  it  gratitude ! 

I  wish,  Mr.  President,  I  had  it  in  my  power  to 
delineate  with  proper  colors  the  interesting  spec- 
tacle which  New  Orleans  exhibited  in  those  dis- 
tressing days.  Not  a  man  unengaged  ia  repelling 
the  enemy,  not  a  woman  not  affording  the  most 


•It  is  a  fact,  not  less  troe  than  extreordinary,  that,  on 
the  28d  December  last,  when  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
the  Northern  Lakes  were  quite  free  from  ice,  the  Bayou 
St  John,  behind  the  ci^  of  New  Urleans,  was  fro»ea 
over. 


243 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


244 


Sevats. 


FnsDAmT,  1S15. 


zealous  assistance  aod  co-operatioa  in  prejiariDg 
clothing  and  erery  other  necessarjr  comfort  for 
their  protectors.!  Accompany  me,  Mr.  President, 
within  those  walls,  a  few  days  ago  the  asylum  of 
hundreds  of  yoaog  females,  taaght  hy  the  pre- 
cepts  and  by  the  examples  of  their  pious  and  re- 
spectable mistresses  all  the  virtues  and  all  the 
accomplishments,  which  are  soon  to  be  the  orna- 
ments .of  society.  How  changed  is  the  scene ! 
Those  grates,  nerer  before  opened  but  to  Religion, 
are  now  thrown  open  for  the  reception  of  suffer- 
ing, of  bleeding  humanity  !  Under  the  pious  di- 
rection of  their  respectable  religious  chief,  the 
nunnery  of  New  Orleans  is  converted  into  an  hos- 
pital for  our  sick  and  wounded !  The  holy  flame 
spreads  with  rapidity !  Every  soldier  in  a  distant 
land  has  found  a  brother !  Every  sick  individual 
has  found  a  family ! 

Mr.  President,  1  rejoice,  that  the  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Military 
Committee  embraces  the  ca:fes  1  have  briefly 
alluded  to.  Sir :  Valor  is  the  natural  growth  of 
every  clime  of  this  extensive  empire.  Even  in 
the  very  few  actions  during  this  war  in  which 
victory  did  not  perch  on  our  banners,  as  evinced 
by  a  late  celebrated  case  connected  with  the  cap- 
ture of  this  city,  scrutinizing  justice  has  pro- 
nounced that  examples  of  conspicuous  individual 
bravery  have  not  been  wanting.  1  shall  always 
be  proud  of  the  opportunity  afforded  to  pay  to 
courage  the  just  tribute  due  to  it  by  a  grateful 
people.  But,  when  it  is  right  thus  to  encourage 
valor,  can  it  be  wrong  to  encourage  humanity  ? 
Valor,  Humanity — Inseparable  sisters!  The 
first  has  delivered  our  country  from  an  invading 
foe — the  second  has  healed  the  wounds  of  a  bleed- 
ing friend,  and  of  a  bleeding  enemy — since  no 
longer  with  arms  in  their  handy,  to  be  treated  as 
a  friend.  Both  united  will  contmue  to  secure  to 
our  arms  the  favor  of  an  avenging  and  merciful 
God,  and  will  wrest  from  a  vanquished  enemy, 
and  obtain  from  an  admiring  world,  the  applause 
due  to  a  conqueror  terrible  in  battle — in  victory 
merciful. 


Tbcrbdat,  February  16. 

Mr.  Lacock  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Isaac  Smith  and  Bratton  Caldwell,"  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  MosRow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  regulating 
the  sale  of  certain  reserved  sections  of  land  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Saltus,  Son,  and  Company,  merchants  of  the 
city  of  New  York,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment ;  and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Bibb  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Law  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  the  division  and  sale  of  certain 
open  squares  in  said  citv,  as  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion i  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 


mittee, to  consist  of  five  meaabers,  to  eonaider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs. 
Bibb,  Barbour,  Smith,  Daogbtt,  and  Chacc. 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Rcpresencatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pasted 
a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Uriah 
Coolidge  and  James  Burnham,"  in  which  hill 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^Aa  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  legal  representatives  of  David  Darden," 
reported  it  without  amendmeuL 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lacock,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  salary  of  the  Sergeant-at-Armaof  the  Sen- 
ate, with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise ;  aod 
Messrs.  Lacock^  Andbrbon,  and  Barboor,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Varmum  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Malcom  and  others,  owners  of  the  privateer  Wash- 
ington, praying  the  United  States  to  release  their 
claim  to  certain  prizes  captured  by  them,  as  sated 
in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointmeat  of  a  joist 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  caus- 
ing the  chambers  at  present  occupied  by  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  or  others  in  the  same  build- 
ing, to  be  altered  and  fitted  up,  for  the  better  ac- 
commodation of  the  two  Houses,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Ordereds  That  Messrs.  Horbbt,  FaoMBNTiH, 
and  GoLDSBORouaB,  be  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 


Friday,  February  17. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Shinnick,  and  Shoultz  and  Vogeler,  of 
Christian  Chapman,  and  the  legal  representative 
of  John  Calel.  deceased,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Smith  submitted  the  following  motion: 

Remdvedj  That  the  Committao  on  Mifitaiy  A&iis 
be  uftstroctad  to  consider  the  propriety  of  reducing  the 
Militaiy  Establishment  of  the  United  SUtes,  with  an- 
thozity  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana, 

Resolvedy  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 
relates  to  naval  affairs,  be  instructed  to  inquire 
what  provision  should  be  made  by  law  for  pro- 
tecting the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States  against  any  of  the  Barbery  Powers. 

Mr.  Laoocc,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  increasing 
the  compensation  allowed  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
of  the  Senate;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  the 
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issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  Che  serf  ice  of  the 
year  1815,"  reported  it  with  amendments,  which 
-were  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  ; 
andy  on  motion,  by  Mr.  GileB|  the  farther  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  SaU 
tus.  Son,  and  Company,  merchants,  of  the  citv 
of  New  York,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Uriah  Coolidge  and  James  Baroham,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  requiring  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  give  security  for  the  faithful  applica- 
tion and  disbursement  of  the  contingent  funds  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,"  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  provision  for 
clothing  the  militia  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,"  wa^  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
David  Darden." 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative.  So  the 
bill  was  lost. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  settlement  and  payment  of  certain  claims  for 
the  services  of  the  militia;  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed  thereto,  on  the  question. 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  MoBROW,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  giving  the 
right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to 
certain  settlers  in  the  Indiana  Territory,"  reported 
it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  KiifQ,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a 
direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide 
for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same,  and  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Qovernment,  and 
maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties 
on  household  furniture^  and  on  gold  and  silver 
watches,"  reported  it  with  an  additional  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Smith  and  Bratton 
Caldwell s"  and,  no  amendment  having  been  pro* 
posed,  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Remdotd,  That  the  committee  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred certain  Messages  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  oonoeming  foreign  reUtions^  be  initmcted  to 


inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  provifion  by 
law  to  release  all  or  any  claims  of  the  United  States  to 
penalties  or  forfeitnres,  under  acts  which  have  imposed 
prohibitions  or  temporary  restrictions  on  commercial 
mtercoarse,  and  to  disconttnne  all  prosecotions  there- 
for, upon  payment  of  costs  legally  incurred. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Mobrow, 

Retolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire,  whether  the  act  for  establishing  trading- 
houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,  which  will  expire 
at  the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
ought  not  to  be  continued  in  force  for  a  further 
term. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Morrow,  AifOERSoif, 
and  Barry,  be  the  committee. 

ILLEGAL  SEIZURE  OF  A  VESSEL. 

The  PREsiDEifT  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Treasury, 
on  the  petition  of  Gould  Hoyt,  referred  to  him  by 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  9th  instant;  and 
the  report  was  read.    It  is  as  follows : 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  the  petition 
of  Qould  Hoyt  was  referred  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  passed  the  9th  of  February,  1615,  having 
oonsidereid  the  same,  in  obedience  to  that  resolution, 
has  the  honor  to  report : 

That  the  petition  contains  various  allegations  which 
are  not  supported  by  any  evidence  that  is  either  pro- 
duced by  the  petitionert  or  possessed  by  the  Treasury 
Department:  and  that  it  contains  various  Gomplaint0» 
which  are  either  founded  upon  such  imperfections  of 
the  judicial  institntiona  of  the  United  States  as  cannot 
oottstitute  the  peculiar  grievance  of  the  petitioner,  or 
upon  such  conduct  in  the  public  officers  of  the  district 
of  New  York  as  would,  it  is  believed,  receive  fiom 
them  a  satiaiactory  explanation,  were  an  opportunity 
afforded  for  that  purpose. 

That,  under  these  circumstances,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  presumes  that  he  shall  best  discharge  his 
duty  to  the  Senate  by  stating  the  fiicts  of  the  case  re* 
fened  to  him,  aocovmng  to  the  evidence  which  is  in 
his  own  possession,  without  dwelling  upon  the  allega- 
tions of  the  petition. 

That,  in  the  year  1809,  the  United  Sutes  and 
France  were  at  peaoe.  The  island  of  St  Domingo,  a 
colony  of  France,  had  declared  itself  independent ;  and, 
after  successive  changes  in  its  form  of  Government, 
two  rival  chieft,  Ohristophe  and  Petion,  claimed  the 
sovereignty.  But  France,  in  constant  and  decidve 
terms,  asserted  her  parent  right  to  the  colony ;  and 
the  American  Government,  so  &r  from  recognising 
the  indejpendence  of  St.  Domingo,  had  passed  two 
laws  prohibiting  all  intercourse  with  such  parts  of  the 
island  as  were  in  possession  of  the  revolted  subjects  of 
France.  The  violation  of  those  laws,  on  several  occa- 
sions, had  been  the  cause  of  great  inconvenience  to 
the  United  SUtes. 

That  it  was  the  policy  of  the  American  Government 
to  avoid  all  participation  in  the  conflict  between  France 
and  her  oolony,  as  well  as  in  the  conflict  between  the 
native  competitors  for  the  sovereignty  of  St  Domingo ; 
and,  therefore,  whatever  might  be  the  ^indulgence 
shown  to  a  mere  commercial  intercourse  with  that 
island,  after  the  expiration  of  the  acU  of  Congress, 
which  expressly  prohibited  it,  the  Government  never 
ceased  to  watch  with  parti«ilsr  attention  any  equip- 
mento  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  which  wars 
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UDarenUy  defUned  to  tnemie  the  military  meant  of 
ttuier  of  the  parties  to  the  ineolar  war,  or  which  might 
be  directed  by  the  Government  of  the  ielaod  againat 
the  GoYernment  of  France.  The  United  States  being 
at  peace  with  all  the  world  in  the  year  1809,  there 
could  hardly  be  a  pretext  for  each  equipments,  with  a 
▼iew  to  the  protection  of  American  commerce ;  and 
the  armament  of  the  American  merchant  TeMels  had 
not  been  authorized  by  law. 

That  the  ship  American  Eagle,  whidi  foniishee  the 
anbject  of  the  petition  under  eomtderatient  appean  to 
hare  been  a  large  frigate-bnilt  ship,  fermertf  odled  the 
Marquii  of  Lanedowne,  captured  by  the  French  from 
Che  British,  and  sold  by  the  captors  to  American  citi- 
s«Ba.  On  the  18th  of  NoTomber,  1809,  inibrmaCion 
was  officially  given  to  the  Treasury  Department,  that 
"  this  ship  had  been  for  some  time  repairing  at  New 
York,  and  was  then  nearly  completed  m  the  very  best 
manner,  and  pierced  for  thirty-siz  guns ;  that  conjee- 
tares  were  various;  that  the  object  in  view  could  not 
hfli  daacovared ;  but  that  some  Uliott,  some  forced  trade 
was  no  doubt  in  view."  On  the  -^-  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1809,  further  information  was  officially  given  to 
the  Treasuiy  Department,  that  *<  a  vessel  hi^  lately 
arrived  at  Norfolk  with  a  cargo  of  coffee*  under  Swe- 
dish colors,  which  was  sud  to  belong  to  — -,  of  New 
York;  that  the  vessel  was  the  schooner  Gustavus, 

Captain ,  or ,  master,  (for  there  were  said  to 

be  two  captains  on  board ;)  that  she  went  in  under  a 
plea  of  dislreis,  but  was  supposed  to  have  only  sought 
aa  opportunity  of  waiting  for  orders  from  the  owaem 
or  consignees ;  that  the  cargo  was  said  to  be  the  prop- 
erty of  the  dovemment  <^  Port-au-Frinoe,  and  dia- 
Mgoed  to  form  the  frinds,  in  paii,  for  the  payment  of 
Hie  American  Eagle,  a  large  ship  undentood  to  be  fi^ 
ling  out  at  New  York  for  that  Govenimfinl,  and  neatly 
ready  for  sea.'* 

That,  on  receiving  these  communications,  (whidi 
were  corroborated  by  publications  in  the  newepapera,) 
a  letter  was  addressed  from  this  Department  to  the 
eolleetor  of  New  York,  dated  the  1  Mi  of  December, 
1809,  stating  the  information  « that  the  ship  American 
Bagle  was  fitting  out  for  Potion,  who  had  purchased 
ber,''  and  obeerving  '<  that  if  that  be  the  foot,  the  Plrea- 
ident  directed  her  departure  to  be  stopped,  as  embraced 
by  the  act  of  the  6th  of  June,  1794,'^  pfohibiting  ar- 
mamenta  within  the  United  States,  in  violation  of  their 
neutrality.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  any  act  waa 
done,  in  puieuanoe  of  this  authority,  oonditionalty  given 
to  the  eoHeetor  of  New  York. 

That,  on  the  11th  of  April,  1810,  fuither  informa- 
tion was  officially  given  to  the  Treasuiy  Department, 
that  •<  since  the  letter  of  the  12th  of  Deoember,  1809, 
the  ship  American  Eagle  had  very  little  done  until 
then,  when  twenty  or  thirty  men  were  employed,  and 
there  was  every  appearance  of  soon  getting  the  ship 
ready  for  sea."  And  the  answer  to  this  information 
was  given  on  the  37th  of  April,  1810,  « that  if  any 
satisfactory  evidence  could  be  obtained  of  the  ship's 
being  intended  to  commit  hostilities  against  a  friendly 
Power,  or  for  any  other  illegal  purpose,  she  ought  to 
be  detained ;  but,  if  no  sach  proof  can  be  had,  the  ves- 
sel must  then  be  watched,  and  not  suffitred  to  arm,  or 
carry  any  military  stores  in  her  hold.'' 

That  to  these  official  communications,  and  the  public 
notices  of  the  gasettes,  it  appears  the  Minister  of 
France,  in  June,  1810,  added  **  his  remonstranoes  re- 
specting the  armament  of  the  American  Eagle,  which 
he  stated  to  be  deetined  for  one  of  the  black  chiefii  of 
St.  Domingo ;  and  that  the  agent  v^o  superintonded 


the  armament  was  an  ancient  secretary  of  a  General 
of  Brigade,  named  La  Plume,  formeriy  commanding 
officer  at  Aux  Cayes."  On  the  26tii  of  June,  this  in- 
formation was  communicated  to  the  collector  of  New 
York ;  and  that  officer  replied,  that  ''  he  would  oaiit 
no  legal  step,  in  conformibr  to  the  instrodioBs  of  the 
Treasuiy  Department.''  But,  in  a  letter  from  dik 
Department,  dated  the  S9tfa  of  June,  1810,  a  meic 
parttcnlar  direetion  was  given,  and  the  ooUedor  vss 
required  critically* to  iavesligate  every  ctrcainataace 
relative  to  tha  diip,  to  oonault  with  the  dialriet  attor- 
ney, and,  if  it  could  be  legally  done,  to  ptrareat  hff 
departure;  for  her  equipment,  and  the  infitnnatiaa 
given  by  both  the  collector  of  Baltimore  and  tbe  French 
Minister,  created  a  strong  preeumption  that  ahe  wm 
intended  for  one  of  the  St.  Domingo  black  chiefr ;  t 
destination  not  only  contraiy  to  the  interesta  of  the 
United  States,  but  directly  contravening  tlie  laws  of 
nations,  and  forbidden  by  the  third  and  fifth  sectiooi 
of  the  act  of  the  5th  of  June,  1794."  It  wait  added, 
that  "  the  safest  way,  if  the  district  attorney  cMncnrred, 
would  be  to  libel  the  ship  under  the  third  section  erf' the 
act ;  and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  ex- 
pressly recommended  that  every  exertion  be  used  to 
detect  and  prevent  such  gross  violation  of  tlieir  laws 
and  neutrality." 

That,  on  the  80th  of  Jane,  1810,  the  ourveTor  (<the 
port  of  New  York,  having,  with  the  inapeetors  of  the 
customs,  ezamiiied  the  ahip  American  £agie,  in  pur- 
suance of  orders  from  the  collector,  reporlec^  **  thtt 
there  waa  on  board  a  penton  who  aaid  hia  name  wv 
John  Howard,  at  present  master  of  the  veoaal,  and  bsd 
been  in  that  capacity  at  least  six  months  last  psst; 
that,  upon  intenugating  Captain  Howanl^  he  stated 
that  the  ship  waa  owned  by  James  Gillespie,  merchsak 
of  New  York»  by  whom  he  was  employed  aa  masCei^ 
to  superintend  repairing  the  ship,  which  he  had  done 
till  January  last,  at  which  time  she  was  nearly  finished, 
when  Gillespie  sold  her  to  Hoyt  dt  Tom,  under  whose 
orders  he  now  acted,  and  has  acted  since  they  became 
owners.  He  did  not  know  how  or  where  the  ship  wss 
to  be  employed ;  the  only  persons  belonging  to  the  ship 
were  himself,  Mr.  Mooney,  mate,  and  two  or  three  sea- 
men ;  that  the  surveyor  proceeded  to  search  the  ship 
throughout,  when  (as  near  aa  could  be  aaoeitaiBed)  ahe 
had  on  board  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  barrela  of 
salted  provisions,  twenty  hogsheads  of  shipbeaad,  and 
one  hundred  hogsheads  of  water,  with  a  complete  set 
of  stone  ballast ;  neither  guns,  small  arma,  ammuni- 
tion, nor  other  implements  of  war,  were  found  on 
boaid ;  she  had  a  thorough  repair  from  her  keel  up, 
with  new  copper,  new  masts,  rigging,  and  sails ;  the 
latter  all  upon  the  yards ;  that  the  ship  was  calculated 
to  carry  twenty-four  guns  on  her  main  deck,  and  four- 
teen on  her  upper  deck ;  that  her  repairs  and  outfit^ 
all  together,  were  in  a  man-of-war  style;  and  that 
nothing  was  wanting  to  send  the  ship  to  sea  (if  she 
went  without  guns)  but  a  complement  of  seamen." 

That,  under  all  theee  circumstances,  the  collector  of 
New  York  was  informed,  by  a  letter  fi!om  this  Depart- 
menty  dated  the  6th  of  July,  1810,  that  « in  the  opinion 
of  the  President,  the  ship  American  Eagle  ought  to  be 
immediately  seized  and  libelled,  as  being  fitted  out  for 
illegal  purposes,  unless  the  owner  should  give  satiafoo- 
tory  proof  of  the  contrary."  But  neither  at  the  time 
of  the  aurvey,  nor  at  any  antecedent  or  subsequent 
time^  nor  in  the  petition  under  immediate  considera- 
tion, has  it  speared  (ao  for  as  the  evidence  ia  poaoeased 
by  this  Department)  for  what  voyage  the  ship  Amerieaa 
Bagle  waa  actually  equipped  and  provided  in  the 
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nor  which  the  snrrey  describes,  if  the  intention  were 
not  to  prosecvte  the  voyage  to  8t  Domingo,  for  the 
poTpose  of  delivering  her  to  Petion,  the  asserted  owner. 

That,  in  parsoance  of  the  instmctions  whidi  have 
been  stated,  the  ship  Ameoriean  Eagle  was  seiaed  on  the 
10th  day  of  July,  1810,  and  was  libelled  in  the  district 
court.  The  indispontion  of  the  district  judge  appears 
to  have  soqtended  all  the  bosiness  of  that  court  for  a 
considerable  period ;  and  owing  entirely,  it  is  believed, 
to  that  cause,  the  ease  of  the  American  Eagle  was  not 
tried  and  decided  untU  the  24th  of  August,  1812.  The 
court  acquitted  the  vessel,  ordered  her  to  be  restored 
to  Gould  Hoyt,  the  claimant,  and  also  refused  to  oeitify 
that  there  was  reasonable  cause  for  the  seizure.  The 
▼essel  remained  in  the  custody  of  the  marshal  from  the 
time  of  the  seizure  until  the  decision.  Mr.  Hoyt  has 
since  brought  an  action  against  the  seizing  officers,  in 
the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the 
damages  sustained  by  the  seizure  and  detention,  which 
action  is  still  depending.  It  is  thought  to  be  irregular 
and  improper,  under  these  circnmstancei^  to  state  the 
opinion  of  Uie  district  attoniey  as  to  the  probable  Issue 
of  the  action. 

That  repeated  oveitnres  have  been  made  to  this 
Department  fay  Mr.  floyt  for  aaettlement  or  compta- 
tnise  of  his  elaim  Imr  damagaa  against  the  CKffeeti  who 
scaled  the  ahip  American  Eagle,  upon  the  preeumptimi 
that  they  are  eventually  to  be  indemnified  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. But  there  was  no  power  in  the  Department 
to  adopt  either  the  mode  praposed  for  ascertaining  the 
amount  of  the  damages,  or  the  mode  proposed  for 
liquidating  that  amount  when  ascertained. 

That,  upon  the  same  presumption  of  an  eventual 
responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  Mr.  Hoyt 
has  presented  the  petition  under  consideration  to  Con- 
gress; in  which  he  states,  that  *'he  would  be  well 
satisfied  to  obtain  for  the  vessel  the  money  that  she  has 
actually  cost  him,  (computed  atone  hundred  thousand 
dollars,)  vrith  charges  and  interest,  in  full  satisfaction 
for  any  daims  he  may  have  on  account  of  the  s^ure." 
He  concludes,  however,  with  prayfadg  **  that  the  proper 
oflloeins  of  the  Qoveimnent  may  be  authoRMd  to  pur- 
chase the  said  dup  upon  sueh  tenna  as  to  Goograss 
may  seam  preper ;  or  that  he  may  have  such  lalwf  in 
the  premieeaaa  in  the  wiadam  of  Oangrese  shall  seem 


meet." 

Upon  this  general  view  of  the  ease,  the  foUowiag 
considerations  arise : 

1.  Whether  any,  and  what,  damages  will  probably 
be  recovered  in  the  suit  against  the  seizing  officers  1 

2.  Whether  the  seizing  officers  are  to  be  eventually 
indemnified  by  the  Government  t 

3.  Whether  the  damages,  if  the  payment  shall  be 
now  assumed  by  Congress,  ought  to  be  assessed  by  a 
jury,  by  arbitrators,  or  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  1 

AU  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  J.  DALLA8. 


Satdbday,  February  28. 

Mr.  VAftNUM,  from  tb«  Committee  on  the  MilU 
tia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  making  provision  for  clothing  the  militia 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  re- 
ported it  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Gore  presented  the  petition  of  John  Froth- 
ingham  and  Arthur  Tappan,  merchants,  of  Bos- 
ton, stating  that  they  are  native  citizens  of  the 


United  States,  and  were  residing  in  Montreal,  fbr 
the  purpose  of  trade,  at  the  time  war  was  de- 
clared between  the  United  Slates  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, at  which  time  they  returned  to  the  United 
States,  and  removed  a  part  of  their  merebaodise ; 
and  praying  to  be  refiered  from  penalties  in- 
curred by  the  violation  of  the  non-importation 
laws,  in  conseqnenee  of  their  withdrawing  their 
efleets  from  Canada ;  and  the  petitioos  were  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  consider  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs. 
QoRE,  Anderson,  and  Bvith,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  continae 
in  force,  for  a  limited  time,  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  establishing  trading-houses  with  the  In- 
dian tribes;''  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
Smith  and  Bratton  Caldwell,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  an'd  passed. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Uriah  Coolidge  and 
James  Burnham,"  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Taylor,  A-om  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  in  addition 
to  an  act  regulating  the  Post  OIBce  fistablish- 
ment."  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  motion  made  (he  ITIh 
instant,  by  Mr.  Dana,  instructing  tbe  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  provision  by  law  to  releaie 
certain  claims  of  the  United  Sutes;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  tbe  bill  for  quieting  and 
adjusting  claims  to  land  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Gilb*,  tbe  further 
eoostdaratton  thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday 
next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Repreaentatives 
informed  the* Senate  that  the  House  have  uaani- 
mou^ly  passed  the  resolutioos  expressive  of  iIm 
thanks  of  Congress  to  Major  Greneral  Jackson, 
and  the  troops  under  his  command,  for  their  gal- 
lantry and  ^ood  conduct  in-  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans,  with  amendments;  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They 
have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  for  tbe  re- 
lief of  Edward  Hallowell ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  granting  and  securing  to  Anthony  Shane 
the  right  of  the  United  States  to  a  tract  of  land 
in  the  State  of  Ohio ;"  abo,  a  bill,  entitled  '|An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Gk»vernroent,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;"  in  which  bills  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
parsed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  and  pay- 
ment of  certain  claims  for  the  services  oi  the 
militia,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait.  the  Committee  on 
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Naval  Afiairi  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealios  any  act  or  acts  respect- 
ing the  flotilla  establish  men  r ;  with  leave  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 
Mr.  Barbour  submitted  the  following  motion : 

Bnohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  caose  an  experienced  engineer  and  naval 
officer  to  explore  the  Chesapeake  bav*  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  moat  convenient  harbor  in  the  said 
bay,  for  the  reception  of  ships  of  war  of  the  largest 
class ;  and  that  they  particularly  ascertain,  whether  it 
be  practicable  to  estiblish  a  convenient  harbor  at  the 
Chesapeake,  on  the  middle  ground,  and  the  probaUe 
amount  which  may  be  necessary  to  place  such  harbor 
in  the  most  respectable  posture  of  defence. 

Mr.  HuMTBR,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  author- 
izing the  discharge  of  Edward  Martin  from  im- 
prisonment; and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to*the  reso- 
lutions expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to 
Major  General  Jackson,  and  the  troops  under  his 
command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans ;  and  on  motion, 
by  Mr.  Smith,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  regulating  the  sale  of  certain  reserved  sections 
of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio;"  and  on  the  ques- 
tion, Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative.  So 
the  bill  was  lost. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  repealing 
nil  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  laying  additional  duties 
on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  in 
the  ships  or  vessels  of  such  foreign  nations  as 
shall  agree  to  admit,  into  their  ports,  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  such  ports,  on 
board  of  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States. 
Messrs.  Smith,  Taylor,  Bibb,  Hdntbr,  and  Kmo, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Shinnick,  and  Shooltz 
and  Vogeler,  of  Christian  Chapman,  and  the  le- 
gal representative  of  John  Calef,  deceased  f  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Mason,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Law 
and  others,  citizens  of  the  City  of  Washington, 
praying  the  division  and  sales  of  certain  open 
squares  in  the  said  city,  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Taylor  gave  notice,  that,  on  Monday  next, 
he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  further  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  for  the  indemnification  of 
certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  King,  Gould  Hoy  t  had  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition,  together  with  the  report 


of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 
surv  thereon,  made  the  17tb  instant. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  Committee  oo 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  William  Malcom  and  others,  were  diaehnrged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  Senate  resumed,  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  17tb  instant,  by  Mr.  Smith,  io- 
stroetiag  the  Committee  oo  Military  Affairs  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  Military 
Establishment  of  the  United  States ;  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "As 
act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Qovernment.  and  maintaining  the  public  credit 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States, 
and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  coUeciing  the 
same ;"  and  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Qovernment,  and  maintaining  the  pablic  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  fornttuie,  mad  on 
gold  and  silver  watches,"  together  with  ilie  addi- 
tional amendment  reported  thereto  hj  the  select 
eommittee;  and,  having  amed  to  the  amend- 
ment, the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  Hoose 
accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendment  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ? 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  requiring  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  give  security  for  the  faithful  applicaiioo 
and  disbursement  of  the  contingent  funds  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  was  re- 
sumed, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  increasing  the  compensation  allowed 
the  Sergeant*at-Arms  of  the  Senate  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Commiiiee  of 
the  Whole ;  and  on  the  questioui  Shall  this  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Varnum,  the  militia  com- 
mittee, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
the  representatives  of  the  reliffioos  Society  of 
Friends,  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Dela- 
ware, respecting  the  rights  of  conscience,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof 


MoNDAT,  February  20. 

Mr.  (ioLOSBOROUGB,  from  the  Library  Commit- 
tee, made  a  report ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  QoLosBOROUGH,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  a  library  room,  and  for 
transporting  the  library  lately  purchased  from 
Thomas  Jefferson,  Esq.,  to  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  QiLEB,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendment  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  resolutions 
expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major 
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Q«n«nl  JaeksoD,  and  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, for  their  gallantry  and  good  condact  in  the 
defence  of  New  Orleans,  reported  an  agreement 
therein,  in  part.    Wherenpoo, 

Resolved^  That  the  Senate  do  concur  in  so 
much  of  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  said  resolutions,  as  proposes  to 
strike  out  the  word-*'  immediate,"  in  the  third  line 
of  the  first  resolution  ;  and  that  they  disagree  to 
the  residue  of  the  said  amendment. 
^Mr.  GtLESy  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  mentioned ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  HoBBBY,  from  the  joint  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  bet- 
ter temporary  accommodation  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  con- 
cerning the  flotilla  service;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  t(»  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smitb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  the 
tonnage  of  ships,  and  vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
as  imposes  a  discriminating  dutv  on  tonnage  be- 
tween foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  and  between  goods  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  In  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Tatlob  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brins 
in  a  bill  further  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
**An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of  cer- 
tain claimants  of  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory;" and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Taylob  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Lamb,  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  owner  of  the  American  brig 
Langdon  Cheves,  stating  that  the  said  vessel, 
with  her  cargo,  were  libelled  aad  condemned,  by 
a  decree  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  district  of  Rhode  Island;  and  praying 
lestitotion  thereof,  for  reasons  stated  at  large  in 
the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
seleet  committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Tatlob,  Dana, 
and  Bibb,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  18th,  by  Mr.  Babboub,  relative 
to  establishing  a  naval  harbor  in  the  Chesapeake 
Bay,  and  it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise; and  Messrs.  Babboitb,  Smith,  and  Kiiro, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  increasing  the  compensation  allowed 

the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate,  having  been 

reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 

was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana^ 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 


consider  what  privileges  should  be  secured  by 
law  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  as  preferable 
to  foreign  subjects,  in  navigation;  and  that  the 
committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 


wise. 


Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Dana,  Smitb,  Gobb, 
HuNTBB,  and  Kino,  be  the  committee. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act 
to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraj^ing  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States, 
and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the 
same ;"  and  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  layinff  duties  on  household  furniture,  and  on 

gold  and  silver  watches.**  having  been  reported 
y  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Readlvedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  requiring  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  in  the  Consress  of  the  United 
States,  to  give  security  for  the  faithful  applica- 
tion and  disbursement  of  the  contingent  funds  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited 
time  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  for  establishing 
trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ed- 
ward Hallowell.  w^s  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Robebtb,  Hobsst, 
and  Lacock,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  granting  and  secur- 
ing to  Anthony  Shane  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  81st  of 
September,  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Indiana  Territory,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  Edward 
Martin  from  imprisonment  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Columbia," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government,  for  the  year  1815,"  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
a  detachment  from  the  militia  of  the  United 
States;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tobnbb,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  ihe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  q";**.^ 
and  adjusting  claims  to  land  in  the  Mississippi 
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Territorjr;  and,  after  debate,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Dagobtt,  ibe  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Tbe  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  authorize  tbe  issuing  of  Treasury  notes, 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1815,"  together  with 
tbe  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
coounittee;  and,  haying  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ments, the  Presiobnt  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  qaestion.  Shall  the  amendments  be 
engrossed  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  lime  as 
amended  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
regulation  of  the  courts  of  justice  of  Indiana," 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Laoock,  Isaac  Smith  and 
Bratton  Caldwell  had  leave  to  withdraw  their 
papers. 

TREATY  OP  PBACE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreaentattvee  of  the  United  States  f 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  tbe  TimtY  of  Peace 
and  Amity  between  the  UniUd  SUtee  and  His  Bri- 
tannic Maiesty,  which  was  signed  by  the  Coounis- 
aioners  of  both  parties  at  Ghent,  on  the  84th  of  De- 
cember, 1814,  and  the  ratifications  of  which  have  been 
duly  exchanged. 

While  performing  this  act,  I  congratulate  you,  and 
our  cottstitaents,  upon  an  event  which  is  highly  hon- 
orable to  the  nation,  and  terminates,  with  peculiar 
Mieity,  a  campaign  signalized  by  the  most  brilliant 


The  late  war,  although  relucUntly  declared  by  Con- 
grass,  had  become  a  neceasaiy  resort  to  assert  the  rights 
•ad  independence  of  the  nation.  It  has  been  waged 
with  a  sttdoess  whidi  is  the  natural  reault  of  the  wis- 
dom of  the  Legislative  covncih^  of  the  patriotism  of 
^«PMple,of  the  public  spirit  of  the  miliUa,  and  of  the 
^or  of  the  military  and  naval  ferees  of  the  couatey. 
Peace,  at  all  times  a  blessing,  is  peculiarly  weleeme, 
therefore,  at  a  period  when  the  eauaes  lor  the  war 
have  ceased  to  operate;  when  the  Govemmeat  has 
demonstrated  the  efficiency  of  its  powers  of  defisnoe; 
and  when  the  nation  can  review  its  conduct  without 
ragret  and  without  reproach. 

I  recommend  to  your  care  and  beneficence  the  gal- 
lant men  whose  achievements,  in  every  department  of 
the  military  service,  on  the  land  and  on  the  water, 
have  so  essentially  contributed  to  the  honor  of  the 
American  name,  and  to  the  restoration  of  peace.  The 
fcelings  of  conscious  patriotism  and  wor^  will  animate 
Mieh  men  under  every  change  of  fortune  and  pursuit; 
but  their  country  performs  a  duty  to  itself,  when  it  be- 
■tows  those  testimonials  of  approbation  and  applause 
which  are  at  once  the  reward  and  the  incentive  to 
graat  actions. 

The  reduetioa  of  the  public  expenditures  to  the 
demands  of  a  peace  establishment  will  doubtlesB  engage 
the  immediate  attention  of  Congress.  There  an,  bew- 
ever,  important  considerations  which  forbid  a  sudden 
and  general  revocation  of  the  measures  that  have  been 
produced  by  the  war.    Experience  has  taught  us  that 


neither  the  pacific  dispositions  of  the  AaMricaA  pfinipfa, 
nor  the  pacific  character  of  their  political  institatiflM, 
can  altogether  exempt  them  from  that  etrift  which  ap- 
pears, beyond  the  ordinary  lot  of  nationa,  to  be  inci- 
dent to  the  actual  period  of  the  world ;  and  tlie  sune 
fiiithfiil  monitor  demonstrates  that  a  certain  degree  of 
preparation  for  war  is  not  only  indispensable  to  avert 
disastars  in  the  onset,  but  aflbrds  also  the  best  security 
for  the  continuance  of  peace.  The  wisdom  of  Coa- 
gress  vrfll,  therefore,  I  am  confident,  provide  for  the 
maintenance  of  an  adequate  regular  forve;  for  the 
gradual  advancement  of  the  Naval  EstaMkbrnesst;  fer 
improving  all  Obie  means  of  harbor  defenee ;  fur  a^ 
ing  diadpline  to  the  diatingnished  bsnveiy  of  the 
militia ;  and  for  caltivaliag  fib  military  ait,  in  ita  ss- 
sential  branches,  under  the  liberal  patronage  nf  Get- 
emnsent. 

The  resources  of  onr  country  were,  aft  nil  timeir 
competent  to  the  attainment  of  every  natioiinl  otjacC; 
but  they  will  now  be  enriched  and  invigomtod  by  the 
activity  which  peace  will  introduce  into  all  the  soeacs 
of  domestic  enterprise  and  labor.  The  provision  thst 
has  been  made  for  the  public  creditora,  daring  the 
present  session  of  Congrees,  must  have  a  decisiw 
effect  in  the  establishment  of  the  publip  credit,  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  The  reviving  intereata  of  oommeice 
vrfll  claim  the  legislative  attention  at  the  earliest  op- 
portunity ;  and  such  regulations  vrill,  I  tmat,  be  sea- 
sonably devised  as  shall  secure  to  the  United  Stales 
their  just  proportion  of  the  navigation  of  the  woiU 
The  most  liberal  poliey  towards  other  natioiis,  if  net 


by  corresponding  dispositionB,  will»  in  this 
Imind  the  moat  benefiosal  poliej  towaida 
But  thera  is  no  aubiect  that  can  enter  widi 
force  and  merit  into  the  delibeniioaa  of  C 

a  consideration  of  the  aeane  to  .  ^ 

the  manufocturea  which  have  sprung  into  nnstoBos, 
and  attained  an  unparalleled  malarity  thioi^liout  the 
United  States  during  the  period  of  the  Eniopenn  vrais. 
This  source  of  national  mdependence  and  wealth,  I 
anxiously  recommend,  therefore,  to  the  prompt  and 
constant  guardianship  of  Congress. 

The  termination  or  the  legislative  sessions  will  soon 
separate  you  fellow-^tizens,  from  eseh  other,  and  re- 
store you  to  your  constituenta.  I  pray  you  to  bear 
with  you  the  expressions  of  my  sanguine  hope,  that 
the  peace  vrhich  has  been  just  declared  will  not  oidy 
be  the  fonndalien  of  the  meet  fiieodly  interooune  be- 
tween the  United  Stales  and  Grsal  Britain,  bnt  that  it 
will  also  be  piodoetive  of  happineaa  and  hansony  m 
every  section  of  our  belovad  country.  The  inlia 
of  yow  praeepto  and  anmple  auMt  be  en 

powerfol:  and  while  ire  aocord  in  grateful 

edgmente  for  the  ptetectton  vrhich  Prewidenoe  hm 
beatowed  open  ns*  let  us  never  esase  to  »»^nk*alir  obe- 
dience to  the  laws,  and  fidelity  to  the  Union*  as  coa- 
stituting  the  palladium  of  the  nitiirnal  indepen^nes 
and  prosperity. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
WAsaiireTOK,  February  18^  1816. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  five  hundred  copies 
thereof,  together  with  five  hundred  copiea  of  the 
treaty  therein  referred  to,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb, 

Reeotved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  tbe 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  this  date,  as 
relates  to  the  Military  Establish ment,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  to  cooaider 
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and  report  tbereoo  by  bill  or  otherwise;  and  ihaC 
so  mach  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  the  Naval 
£ttablisfament  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naral  Affiiirs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
biil  or  otherwise. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Dana, 

Resolved^  That  so  moch  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  this  date,  as 
relates  to  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Militia  Committee,  to  eonsiaer  and 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


Tuesday,  Febraary  21. 

The  Prssidemt  commanicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War,  made 
Conformably  to  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  the 
3d  March,  1809,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  the 
severai  acta  for  the  establishment  and  regulation 
of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments;" 
and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
"was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  granting 
and  secariog  to  Anthony  Shane  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  bill  to  provide  a  library  room,  and. for 
transporting  the  library  lately  purchased  from 
Thomaa  Jefferson,  Esq.,  to  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  men- 
tioned was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  concerning  the 
flotilla  service  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  better  temporary  accommoda- 
tion of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  was  read  the 
second  time. 

The  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  several  acts 
impoeiog  duties  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  ves- 
sels, and^on  ffoods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  as  imposes  a  dis- 
criminating duty  on  tonnage  between  foreign 
ressels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
tween goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
foreign  vessels  and  ressels  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  further  supplementary  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled ^'An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of 
certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to  land  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on 
their  amendment  to  the  resolutions  expressive  of 
the  thanks  of  Coigress  to  Major  General  Jack- 
son, and  the  troops  under  his  command,  for  their 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans,  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate.  Thev  have 
passed  a  ImU,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joshua  Sands;''  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better 
13th  Con.  dd  Ssas. — 9 


organization  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  New  York;"  also,  a  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
roads;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Robbbts, 
Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  20th  instant* 
as  relates  to  the  preservation  and  promotion  of 
manufactures,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
and  that  the  said  committee  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Robbbtb,  Babboob, 
Taylor,  Yarn um,  and  Chacb,  be  the  committee. 
Mr.  Gore,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Arthur  Tappan  and  John  Froth ingham  ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  ordered  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  amendmenu  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1815."  having  oeen  reported 
by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended. 
Reached,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 
Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  raise  certain  com|>anies  of  rangers  fur 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States," 
reported  it  with  amendments.  -t 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  reported  a  bill  making  further  provision 
for  completing  the  public  buildings  at  West 
Point,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Military 
Academy ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
A&ira,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  certain  corps  which  may  be  raised  and  or- 
ffanized  by  any  State,  to  serve  in  lieu  of  the  mi- 
utia  thereof," reported  it  without  amendment;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles,  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second  Monday 
in  March  next. 

Mr.  Kerr,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Nicholas  Boilevin,  made 
report:  Whereupon,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second  Monday  in 
March  next. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  provi- 
sion for  subsisting  the  Army  of  the  United  otatea, 
by  authorizing  the  appointment  of  commissaries 
of  subsistence,"  wa»  postponed  until  Monday 
next. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles, 
Resolved,  That  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  amendment  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  re5olution  expr^ive  of 
the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major  General  Jackson, 
and  the  troops  under  his  command,  for  their  gal- 
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lantry  and  fpH^  coodnct  ia  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans. 

The  Senate  retained,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Shinnick,  and  Shooltz 
and  Vogeler,  of  Christian  Chapman,  and  the  legal 
representative  of  John  Calef,  deceased,"  and  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Kiiro,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*An 
act  giTine  the  right  of  pre-emption,  in  the  pur* 
chase  of  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,"  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and, -haTlng 
agreed  to  the  amendment,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendment  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  as  amended  1 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  making  provision  for  clothing  the  militia 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
tne  select  committee ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr. 
YAmiUM,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next. 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Uommittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Uriah  Coolid^e  and  James 
Burn  ham,"  and  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
posed, it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act  regulating  the  Post  Of- 
fice Establishment ;"  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed,  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  for  the  regulation  of  the  courts  of  justice  of 
Indiana,"  together  with  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  select  committee;  and,  having 
agreed  to  the  amendmenu,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendmenu  be  en- 
proised  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  1 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  continue 
in  force  for  a  limited  time  the  act,  entitled  **An 
act  for  establishing  trading  houses  with  the  Indian 
tribes,"  and  on  the  question^  Shall  this  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  7  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  discharge  of  Edward  Martin  from  imprison- 
ment ;  and  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
temporary  accommodation  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress «,  and  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be 
•ogroated  and  nad  a  third  time?  it  was  deter- 


mined in  the  affinnative — yeas  19,  nays  7,  as 

follows : 

YsAS— Mesnrs.  Barbour,  Bibb,  Chsee,  Oondit,  Fro- 
mentin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Goldsboroagh,  Gore,  Honey, 
Hunter,  Keir,  Morrow,  RoberU,  Boiith,  Tait,  Thoop- 
son,  Ysmam,  and  Whaiton. 

Nats — ^MeMis.  GermaD,  King,  Lacock,  Talbot. 
Taylor,  Tomer,  and  Wells. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb, 

Beeolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  R«- 
lations  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any  oi 
the  laws  respectini^  foreign  intercourse  oagbt  to 
be  repealed  or  modified ;  and  that  they  hare  lesre 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal  cer- 
tain acts  therein  mentioned  ;  and,  no  aoiiendmcit 
having  been  proposed  thereto,  on  the  qaeMioB. 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  timcl 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 


W*EDHE8DAT,  February  22. 

The  bill,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joshis 
Sands,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Kino,  Obrman,  and  Rot- 
Bars,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill, entitled  ''An  act  sopplemeatar^  toss 
act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  better  orgaaizatios 
of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  within  the  State 
of  New  York,"  was  lead  the  second  time,  sad 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Gbrman,  Dagoctt, 
and  Kino,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill,  entititled  ''An  act  to  alter  and  estab- 
lish certain  post  roads,"  was  read  the  second  tioie 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Babbouh,  Tbompsob, 
and  Talbot,  were  appointed  the  eomniitee. 

Mr.  MoBBOW  presented  several  petitions,  stg'ocd 
by  a  number  of  citizens  of  Butler  conaty,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  post 
road,  between  Lebanon  and  Hamilton,  in  said 
State,  lor  reasons  therein  stated  ;  and  the  peti- 
tions were  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  bat 
mentioned  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  the  petition  of  the 
citizens  of  the  districts  of  Chestemeld.  Kershaw 
and  Lancaster,  of  the  Stale  of  South  Carolina,  aod 
of  the  county  of  Anson,  in  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina, presented  the  3d  of  October  last,  were  refer- 
red to  tU%  same  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defra^riog  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  |iabiic  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia," reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Taylob,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  provide  addi- 
tional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by 
laying  a  duty  on  lotteries,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 
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Mr.  Taylor.  Trom  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^Ao  act  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  tbe  ezpeoses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware, 
and  jewelry,and  paste  work,  manufactured  within 
tbe  United  States,"  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  Tappan  and 
John  Frothing  ham,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  mentioned 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  better  temporary  accommoda- 
tioD  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  trading 
houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Kmo,  it  was  recom* 
mitted  to  a  select  committee,  further  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  ;  and  Messrs.  King,  Morrow, 
and  Tait,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  fildward 
Martin  from  imprisonment  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  cbmple* 
ting  the  public  buildings  at  West  Point,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Military  Academy,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Uriah 
Coolldge  and  James  Buroham,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 
for  exploring  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  its  waters, 
for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned ;  and  the  bill 
was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  Teading, 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase 
of  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory," having  been  reported  by  the  committee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Besolvedj  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act 
for  the  regulation  of  tbe  courts  of  justice  of  Indi- 
ana," having  been  reported  by  the  committee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

Besolved^  That  this  bill  with  amendments. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  granting  and  se^ 
curing  to  Anthony  Shane  tbe  right  of  the  United 
States  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio,'* 
was  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and, 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed,  it  was  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  to  raise  certain 
companies  of  rangers  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  Stales,  and  to  repeal  certain 
acts  now  in  force  for  this  purpose,"  together  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee;  and  the  amendments  having  been 


agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly.  On  the  question,  Shall  the 
amendments  be  engrossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time  as  amended?  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  at  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  a 
library  room,  and  for  transporting  the  library 
lately  purchased  from  Thomas  Jefferson,  Esquire, 
to  the  City  of  Washington. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Rorbrtb,  the  bill  having 
been  amended,  the  President  reported  it  to  the 
House  accordingly.  On  the  question,  Shall  thia 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  sup- 
plementary to  an  act,  entitled  ^^An  act  providing  • 
tor  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  oT 
pubhc  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory ;"  and, 
no  amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  on 
the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  AMDfiRsoN. 

Re$ohed^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  ma- 
king provision  by  law  for  running  the  boundary 
lines  designated  in  tbe  treaty  lately  made  between 
the  United  States  and  the  chiefs,  deputies,  and 
warriors,  of  the  Creek  nation;  and'that  the  com- 
mittee have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Anocrbon,  Bibb,  and 
Morrow,  be  the  committee. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representativea 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  ask  a  eon- 
ference  on  tbe  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  amendment  to  the  resolutions  expressive 
of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major  General  Jack- 
son, and  the  troops  under  his  command,  for  their 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  defence  of  New 
Orleans,  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part.  They  concur  in  the  tfirst  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Qovemment,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  asseaa- 
ing  and  collecting  the  same,"  and  the  act,  entitled 
'^  An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Qovemment^  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  bv  laying  duties  on  house- 
hold furniture,  and  on  gold  and  stiver  watches," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  concur  in  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth,  and  disagree  to  the  fifth 
amendments  to  said  bill. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Taylor, 

Heeolved,  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  their 
first  amendment  to  the  bill  last  mentioned,  and 
that  they  insist  on  their  fifth  amendment  to  said 
bill,  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gilbs, 

Resolved,  That  ihe  Senate  agree  to  the  confer- 
ence proposed  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses,  on  the  amendment  to  the  resolutions  ex- 
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pressire  oftbe  tbinks  of  Coogress  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  and  the  troops  under  bis  command, 
for  their  ffallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  de- 
fence of  New  Orleans. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Giles,  BROVit,  and 
Smith,  be .  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Kino,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joshua  Sands,"  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  MoRBow,  from  the  eomminee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  amend 
and  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  six- 
teenth of  April,  1814,  entitled  **  An  act  confirming 
certain  claims  to  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory, 
and  providing  for  their  location,"  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  RoBRRTB,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Edward  Hatlowell,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  Prbbidbht  eommunicated  the  general  ac- 
coant  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Slates,  from 
October  1, 1813^  to  October  1, 1814;  as,  also,  the 
accounts  of  the  War  and  Navf  Departmentt  for 
the  same  period,  together  with  the  reports  of  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  thereon;  which 
were  read. 

DISCIUMINATINO  DUTUSS. 

The  Senate  resumed  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  eonsideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  the 
tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
as  imposes  a  discriminating  duty  on  tonnage  be- 
tween foreign  vessels  and  nrssels  of  the  United 
States,  and  between  goods  imported  into  the 
United  States  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the 
United  Statea. 

Mr.  S.  Smitb. — ^Mr.  President :  It  may  not  be 
improper  for  me,  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  presented  the  bill  now  under  consideration, 
to  give  a  short  historv  of  the  subject,  and  to  pre- 
sent a  few  details  taxen  from  official  authority. 
Soon  after  the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitu- 
tion, Congress  pa.>8ed  acts  laying  duties  on  tonnage 
and  on  goods  imported  into  the  United  States. 
The  law  provided  that  six  cents  per  ton  should 
be  paid  on  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States 
entering  Mny  of  the  pons  of  the  United  States,  and 
fifty  cents  per  ton  on  all  foreign  ships,  and  that  an 
adaitional  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  oo  the  duties  pay- 
able on  all  goods  imported  in  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stateii;  should  be  paid  on  such  goods  when 
imported  into  foreign  vessels.  These,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, are  what  are  called  'Uhe  dtscrimioatiog 
duties." 

The  advantai^e  derived  therefrom  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  United  States  was  such,  that  in  a 
very  few  years  there  was  American  tonnage  suf- 
ficient for  the  carrying  of  all  the  productions  of 
our  own  Country,  and  of  other  nations  to  a  great 
extent — in  fact,  our  navigation  was  second  to 
none  but  Grreat  Britain,  when  the  late  war  was 
commenced. 


The  effect  of  those  discriminating  duties 
felt  by  those  foreign  nations  with  whom 
had  the  greatest  intercourse.  Great  Britain,  ia 
the  Treaty  of  1794,  reserved  the  right  of  coon- 
tervailing  those  duties,  and  the  United  Sutes 
bound  themselves  not  to  impose  any  new  dis- 
criminating duties  if  Gkeat  Britain  did  counter- 
vail— ^but  the  wars  in  which  she  has  eoostantly 
been  engaged  since  has  prevented  its  effects  from 
being  felt  to  any  considerable  extent.  The  short 
peace  she  bad  after  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  taught 
the  merchants  of  South  Carolina,  however,  to 
know,  that  the  ectra  duty  on  cotton  importedi  in 
an  American  vessel  into  Great  Britain  was  so 
high  that  it  was  much  better  to  empAov  British 
vessels  than  to  have  their  cotton  carried  in  their 
own.  In  the  year  1802,  a  letter  was  received 
from  Mr.  King,  then  Minister  of  the  United 
States  at  London,  in  which  he  advises  the  repeal 
of  the  discriminating  duties.  The  President's 
Message  (I  believe  at  the  opening  of  the  next 
session)  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
subject ;  and  so  much  of  the  Messafi^e  as  related 
to  tne  discriminating  duties  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufictures,  w  ho 
made  an  ample  report  thereon,  which  report  I 
pray  may  be  read— [Here  the  Secretary  read  the 
report,  dated  January  10, 1803.] 

Mr.  President,  the  resolution  which  accompa- 
nies and  which  is  similar  to  the  bill  before  you, 
was  taken  up  and  would  perhaps  have  jpa5sed, 
but  for  the  memorials  which  came  from  Boston, 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  other  trading  cities 
and  towns.  I  now  find  that  gentlemen,  who 
then  opposed  and  petitioned,  have  changed  their 
opinions.  I  remark,  with  pleasure,  the  change 
in  an  honorable  gentleman^  formerly  a  member 
of  the  Senate,  in  a  published  letter  to  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph. He,  as  well  as  many  others,  who  at  that 
time  opposed  bjr  memorial  the  repeal  of  oor  dis- 
criminating duties,  are  convinced  that  their  coi&- 
ditional  repeal  will  tend  to  the  security  of  o«ir 
navigation. 

Mr.  President,  the  report  just  read  shows,  that 
the  British  had,  by  their  countervailing  duties, 
secured  for  their  ships  the  carrying  of  many  of 
our  most  important  objects  of  exportation,  to 
wit:  of  fish-oil,  tobacco,  cotton,  nee,  pot  and 
pearl  ashes ;  and  having  secured  the  carriage  ci 
those  articles,  the  minor  articles  not  being  (ex- 
cept flour  and  naval  stores)  sufficient  to  form  en- 
tire cargoes,  would  also  be  carried  by  British 
ships.  But,' Mr.  President,  the  British  Parlia- 
ment have  since  increased  the  old  and  laid  new 
duties,  which  include  other  articles  of  our  pro- 
duce and  effectually  secure  to  her  ships  the  car- 
riage of  all  our  bulky  articles,  to  wit :  on  flour, 
fit.  9d.  sterling  per  cwt.,  or  18a.  per  harr^ 
bv  which  the  American  vessel  will  •  pay  Is. 
2)A  on  each  barrel  more  than  if  imported  in  a 
British  ship.  The  whole  freight  of  a  Iwrrel  of 
flour  in  time  of  peace  is  5*.  sterling.  No  person 
will  agree  to  pay  fit.  2^d,  to  an  American  ^r  the 
freight  and  extra  duty  on  a  barrel  of  flour,  when 
he  can  procure  British  ships  who  will  carry  for 
five  shillings. 
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Hemp  now  pavs  three  poaods  sterling  per  ton 
more  if  imported  into  Great  Britain  in  Ameri- 
can^ than  if  it  be  imported  in  a  British  ship ; 
which  I  believe  is  equal  to  the  whole  freight. 
And  hemp  will  soon  become  an  object  of  export 
from  New  Orleans. 

Cotton — the  duty  thereon  has  been  increased 
in  England.  It  nowpays8#.  and  Td.  sterling  per 
cwt.,  if  imported  into  Great  Britain  in  British 
ships,  and  17«.  and  2tL  in* American  $  that  is, cot- 
ton in  an  American  will  pay  8*.  7d.  per  ewt. 
more  doty  than  when  imported  in  a  British  ship ; 
being  more  than  the  whole  freight ;  so  that  it  is 
better  to  pay  freight  to  a  British  ship,  than  to 
hare  cotton  carried  free  of  freight  in  an  American. 

Rice  pays  3a.  9d.  sterling  per  tierce  more  doty 
in  an  American  ship  than  in  a  British.  The 
whole  freight  of  a  tierce  of  rice  is  12t.  sterling. 

Pot  and  pearl  ashes  now  pay  6cf.  sterling  per 
ewt.  more  doty  in  an  American,  than  in  a  Brit- 
ish ship.  A  cask  of  ashes  of  three  hondred 
weight  will  pay  an  extra  doty  of  1«.  Qd»  sterling; 
the  freieht  of  soeh  a  caak  is  presoiaed  to  be  5#. 
6cL  sterling ;  thus  a  cask  of  ashes  will  pay  for 
freight aoaextra  duty.?*,  in  an  Americaoi when 
it  will  only  pay  5^.  €».  in  a  British  ship. 

Tobacco  pays  1«,  6d.  per  100  lbs.,  or  ISf.  ster- 
ling per  hhd.  of  1200  net  wt.  more  when  import- 
ed into  Great  Britain  in  an  American  than  in  a 
British  ship.  The  freight  of  a  hhd.  of  tobacco 
in  time  of  peace  is  35ff. 

The  statements  i  have  given  of  the  cooater- 
vailing  duties  of  Great  BriMiin,  are  derived  from 
a  digest  of  the  duties  and  customs  brought  up  to 
the  5th  August,  1811;  they  will  show  to  every 
mind,  however,  prejudiced,  that  Great  Britain 
has  effectually  secored  by  her  system  the  car- 
rying (for  her  own  wants  and  her  foreign  com- 
merce} of  our  fish-oil,  tobacco,  flour,  cotton,  pot 
and  pearl  ashes,  rice,  hemp,  4ms.  I  have  onlj 
presented  for  consideration  the  important  arti- 
cles ;  the  minor  articles  bear  also  their  discrim- 
inating duties^  to  the  disadvantage  of  our  navi- 
gation. 

Mr.  President,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  report 
jast  read,  that  France  did,  in  the  third  year  of 
the  French  Repoblic,  lay  an  extra  doty  of  near 
twent^r-three  dollars  per  hhd.  of  1200  wt.  on  to- 
bacco imported  in  American  bottoms.  It  is  also 
shown  that  Sweden,  Denmark,  Holland,  and 
Spain  have  their  discriminating  duties. 

We  are  now  at  peace  with  the  European  na- 
tions. It  is  onr  interest  that  there  should  be  no 
cause  of  fatare  misonderstanding  with  them.  If 
we  continue  our  discriminating  doties,  and  they 
continue  their  countervailing  duties,  the  result 
must  be,  that  our  ships  will  be  rendered  useless. 
We  cannot  carry  on  equal  terms,  and  of  course 
will  not  be  employed.  To  prevent  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  navigation,  Congress  would  be  com- 
pelled to  add  to  the  discriminating  duties,  which 
would  be  met  by  foreign  nations  with  new  coun- 
tervailing duties,  and  thus  a  commercial  warfare 
would  commence.  Is  it  not,  therefore,  better,  Mr. 
President,  for  us  to  agree  to  meet  the  nations  of 
Europe  on  equal  terms — the  ships  of  each  to  be 


admitted  into  the  ports  of  the  other  on  the  same 
terms  with  their  own  ships  ?  Are  we  afraid  of 
oor  want  of  enterprise,  indostry,  or  capital  t  I 
hope  not.  For  one,  I  am  ready  to  agree  to  the 
bill  on  the  table,  and  feel  confident  that  the  Amer- 
ican merchant  is  equal  in  a  fair  competition  to 
the  merchant  of  any  other  nation. 

When  Mr.  Smith  had  concluded,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 


TsDAaoAT,  February  29> 

Mr.  Goi^DaaoBotJOB,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  eatitled  **An  act 
concerning  the  College  of  Georgetown,  in  the 
District  of  Colombia,'' reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  PsaatOBirr  commonioated  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  the  Treaaory, 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  emoluments  of 
the  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the  ciis- 
toms  for  the  year  1814;  which  were  read. 

The  hill,  entitled  "An  act  for  granting  and  se* 
coring  to  Anthony  Shane  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  a  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Robinson  presented  the  petition  of  Jostin 
and  Elias  Lyman,  merchanta  or  the  city  of  New 
York,  jHraying  the  remission  of  the  forfeitores  and 
penalties  incurred  by  the  violation  of  the  non« 
importation  laws,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For^ 
eign  Relations,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  amend  and  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  the  16th  of  April,  1814.  entitled  "  An  act  con- 
firming certain  claims  to  land  in  the  Illinois  Ter- 
ritory, and  providing  for  their  location,"  together 
with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  hy  the 
select  committee ;  and  the  amendments  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to 
the  Honse  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time?  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
con^der  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a 
system  of  navigation  for  the  United  States;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  King,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a 
limited  time  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  estab- 
lishing trading  houses  with  the  Indian  tribes," 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resomed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  **Ab 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Sands;"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  it 
passed  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Arthur  Tappan  and  John  Frothingham ;  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 
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The  bill  to  repeal  so  mach  of  the  teraral  acts 
imposiog  doties  on  the  tonnaffe  of  ships  and  ves- 
sels, aod  OD  goods,  wares,  and  merchaodise,  im- 
ported into  the  Uoited  States,  as  imposes  a  dis- 
crimioatiog  daty  on  tonoa^e  between  foreign 
vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
tween goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed — f  eas  24,  as 
follows : 

YaAS—Messrs.  And«rM>n,  Baibonr.  Barry,  Bibb, 
Brown,  Chace,  Gondii,  Fromenthi,  Gaillard,  German, 
Gore,  Horsey,  Keir,  King,  Laeoek,  Lambert,  Moirow, 
Bobertib  Smith,  Talbot,  Tait,  Vamnm,  Wells,  and 
Wharton. 

So  it  was  Eetclved^wianimmuhf^  That  this  bill 
pass,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be  ^*  An  act  to  re- 
peal so  much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties 
on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  as  imposes  a  discriminating  dutv  on  ton- 
nagje  between  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  and  net  ween  goods  imported  into 
the  United  States  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels 
of  the  United  Sutea." 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act 
to  authorize  the  President  of  tbe  United  States  to 
raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Eetolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

On  motion,  the  title  was  amended  to  read,  *'An 
act  to  repeal  certain  acts  now  in  force  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  raise 
certain  companies  of  rangers." 

The  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  concerning  the 
flotilla  service,  was  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  bill  was  further 
amended,  by  unanimous  consent,  by  adding  thereto 
a  new  section. 

Beaolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  *iAn  act  to  repeal  certain  acts  concern- 
ing the  flotilla  service,  and  for  other  purposes." 

The  bill  further  supplementary  to  an  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  providing  for  the  indemnification 
of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the  Missis- 
aippi  Territory,"  was  read  a  third  time,and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  a  library  room,  and  for 
transporting  the  library  lately  purchased  from 
Thomas  Jeflerson,  Bsq.,  to  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, having  been  reported  by  the  committee  cor- 
rectly engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Hallowell ;"  and.  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  it  passed 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  exploring  the  Chesa- 
peake bay  and  its  waters,  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Qovernment,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  duty  on  gold, silver,  and 


plated  ware,  and  jewelry  and  paste  work.  .»•.»- 
factured  within  the  United  States,"  togetoer  witb 
the  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the  select 
committee ;  and  the  amendment  having^  been  dis- 
agreed to,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith,  that  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  be  postpoaed  to  the 
second  Monday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative— yeas  4,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Mean.  Fiomeatin,  Smilh,  Tait,  and  Wdk. 

Nats-— Means.  Anderson,  Baibm,  Bany,  Chaee^ 
Gondit,  Dana,  Gaillard,  German,  Honey,  Hunter,  Ksit, 
King,  Laeoek,  Laaibert,  Monow,  Roberti^  Talbot,  Tay- 
lor, Thompson,  Tomer,  Vamum,  and  Wharton. 

And  no  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Frombntin,  from  the  committee  Co  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  James  Hynum,"  reported  it 
without  amendment 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PRBaiDBNT  OF  THS  UnITED  StATBS  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

Repreaeniativet  of  the  Oniied  Siatea  .- 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  two  ratified  treaties 
which  were  entered  into  on  the  part  of  the  United 
SUtes,  one  on  the  3Sd  day  of  July,  1814,  with  the  sere- 
nd  tribes  of  Indians  called  the  Wyandots,  Detawsrcs, 
Shawanees,  Senacaa,  end  Miamies ;  the  other  on  the 
9th  day  of  Angnst,  1814,  with  the  Creek  nation  of 
Indians. 

It  is  referred  to  the  consideration  of  Oongreaa  hew 
fkt  LegislativB  provisions  may  be  aocessaiy  for  carrying 
any  part  of  thMe  stipulations  into  eflect. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

WASBiHttTOK,  February  22,  1815. 

The  Message  and  treaties  therein  referred  to 
were  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Andbbson, 

Ordered,  That  the  Message,  together  with  the 
treaties,  be  referred  to  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject  of  providing  for  running  the  boun- 
dary lines,  the  22a  instant,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  duty  on  lotteries." 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Germa.*!,  that  the  farther 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative-^yeas  16,  nays  11,  as  follows : 

YiAs— Messrs.  Daggett,  liana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard, 
German,  Goldsbonragh,  Gore,  Horsey,  Hnnter,  Kerr, 
King,  Lambert,  Smith,  Thompson,  Vamnm,  and  Wells. 

Nats — ^Messnk  Baiboor,  Bany,  BiU>,  Brown,  Con* 
dit,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Talbot,  Taylor,  Turner,  and 
Wharton. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Solomon 
Frazer,  and  the  representatives  of  Charles  Eccles- 
ton;"  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Sprigg;''  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  author- 
izing the  sale  of  the  public  lands  which  may  here- 
after be  forfeited  within  the  Jeffenonville  land 
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district,  at  the  land  ofllee  of  said  district ;"  a  bill 
entitled  "Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Ben- 
nett, of  Che  State  of  New  York ;"  a  bill,  entitled 
*'Aq  act  authorising  the  discharge  of  Anthony  B. 
Ross  from  imprisonment:"  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Savage  and 
others ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  six  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

In  Ezecotire  session — 

The  following  Message  was  receired  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Ripresentaiive*  of  the  United  States.' 

Congress  will  hsTe  seen  by  the  communication  from 
the  Constil  General  of  the  United  State*,  at  Algiers, 
laid  before  them  on  the  7th  November,  1812,  the  hos- 
tile proceeding!  of  the  Dey  against  that  functionary. 
These  have  been  followed  by  acts  of  more  overt  and 
direct  warfrre  against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
trading  in  the  Mediterranean,  some  of  whom  are  still 
detained  in  captivity,  notwithstanding  the  attempts 
which  have  been  made  to  ransom  them,  and  are  treated 
with  the  rigor  usual  on  the  eoast  of  Barbary. 

The  considerations  which  rendered  it  unnecessary 
and  unimportant  to  commence  hostile  operations  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States^  being  now  terminated  by 
Uie  peace  with  Great  Britain,  which  opens  the  prospect 
of  an  active  and  valuable  trade  of  their  citizens  within 
the  range  of  the  Algerine  cruisers,  I  recommend  to 
Congress  the  expediency  of  an  act  declaring  the  exist- 
ence of  a  state  of  war  between  the  United  States  and 
tho  Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiers ;  and  of  such  provi- 
aions  as  may  be  requisite  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of 
it  to  a  successful  issue. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

Washiivotok,  February  38, 1615. 

TheMessage  was  read,  aud  referrrd  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 


Friday,  February  24. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sol- 
omon Frazer,  and  the  representatives  of  Charles 
Ecclestoo,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon,  and  Messrs.  Smitb,  Varnum,  and  An- 
derson, were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Barbour,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads,"  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

The  Prbbident  communicated  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  showing  the  expenditures 
on  account  of  the  National  Armories,  and  of  the 
number  and  kind  of  arms  manufactured  and  re- 
paired at  the  same,  in  the  year  1814 ;  which  was 
read. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Savage  and  others,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred, on  the  23d  September,  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Eastern  Branch 
Bridge  Company,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 


The  bill,  entitled  ""An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tho- 
mas Spriffg,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re*  • 
ferred  to  tne  committee  last  mentioned,  to  consider  • 
and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  authorizing  the  dis- 
charge of  Anthony  B.  Ross  from  imprisonment,'' 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select, 
committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon;  and 
Messrs.  Daqgett,  Dana,  and  Tbompbon,  were^ 
appointed. the  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam P.  Ben  net,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee last  mentipned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  authorizing  the  sale 
of  the  pttblio  lands  which  mav  hereafter  be  for^r 
feited  within  the  Jefferson  ville  land  district,  at  the 
land  office  of  said  district,"  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  21st  September,  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Anorrbon,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  to  provide, 
for  the  ascertaining  and  surveying  the  boundary 
lines  fixed  by  the  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indiana . 
and  for  other  purposes ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations, reported  a  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein; 
mentioned,  (viz :  the  acts  prohibiting  trade  and 
intercourse  with  our  late  enemy,  and  probibitinff 
the  admission  into  our  waters  of  the  enemy y 
vessels ;)  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  tne^ 
second  reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representaliver' 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed*- 
a  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  supplemental  to  the  act.* 
entitled  *An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  lancr 
titles  in  the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  and  Territory  of 
Missouri,'  approved  April  12,  1814;"  in  whicli- 
bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  oill  last  mentioned  was  read,  and  passed t 
to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  Committee  on. 
Foreign  ReUtions,  to  whom  was  referred  the' 
petition  of  Justin  and  Elias  Lyman,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  lor  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay-, 
ing  a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware,  and' 
jewelry  and  pastework,  manufactured  within  the 
United  States,"  was  read  a  third  time ;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Fbombntin,  that  the  further 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March  next,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  8,  nays  18,  as  follows : 

YxAs—Messrs.  Fromentin,  Goldsborongh,  Gore,. 
King,  Lambert,  Smith,  Tait,  and  Wells.  ' 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Bsrbonr,  Barry,  Bibb,' 
Brown,  Chace,  Condit,  GaUlsrd,  German,  Giles,  La- 
cock,  Morrow,  Roberts,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tomer, 
Yamnm,  and  Whsrton.        -,.        ,  . 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass. 
I     The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
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to  ameod  and  extend  the  provisions  of  tke  act  of 
the  16th  April,  1814,  entitled  'An  act  confirming 
certain  claims  to  land  in  the  litinois  Territory, 
and  providing  for  their  location,"  having  been 
reported  by  the  committee  correctly  engrossed, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and 
farther  amended  by  ananimous  consent. 

ReBcHved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Josh- 
va  Sands,'^  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ed- 
ward Hallowell,"  w^s  read  a  third  time,  ai|d 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  additional  revennes  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintainingthe 
public  credit,  bv  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colamfcia ;''  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next. 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative— yeas  6,  nays 
80,  as  follows : 

Tbas — ^Messrs.  Chace,  Gaillard,  Morrow,  Roberts, 
Tait,  and  Taylor. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbonr,  Barry,  Bibb, 
Fromentin,  German,  Giles,  Goldsborongh,  Gore,  Hon- 
ter.  Kerr,  King,  Laeock,  Lambert,  Smith,  Tbompaon, 
Tuner,  Vamnmy  Wells,  and  Whaiton. 

And  no  amendment  having  been  proposed 
thereto,  the  bill  was  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Shinnick,  and  Shoultz 
asid  Vogeler,  of  Christian  Chapman,  and  the  1ml 
representative  of  John  Calef,  deceased ;  and  Mr. 
Yarmum  WIm  requested  to  take  the  Chair. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Wells,  that  the  further 
eonsideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March  next«  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  8,  nays  17,  as  follows : 

YxAs-^Messrs.  Bibb,  Gaillard,  Gore,  King,  Mor- 
row, Thompson,  Vamom,  and  Wells. 

Nats — Messrs.  AnderMm,  Barbour,  Bany,  Brown, 
Chaoe,  Fromentin,  German,  Giles,  Goldsborongh,  Kerr, 
Laoock,  Roberts,  Smith,  Tait^  Taylor,  Turner  and 
Wharton. 

And,  no  amendment  having  been  proposed 
thereto,  the  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  it 
was  ordered  that  it  pass  to  the  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  completing  the  public  buildings 
at  West  Point,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Military  Academy ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed  thereto,  on  the  question.  Shall  this 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time?  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Chace, 

Ee$olvedj  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  further  provision  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue. 


Saturday,  Pebmavy  85. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Solomon  Frazer,  and  the  representatives  of 
Charles  Eceleston,''  reported  it  withoat  amend- 
ment ;  and  the  bill  was  considered  aa  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  ibe 
manufacturers  of  the  city  and  coaaty  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  suitable  measures  may  be  adopt- 
ed for  their  protection ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  the  21st  instant,  ao  mueh  of  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  of  the  20\k 
instant,  as  relates  to  the  preservation  and  promo- 
tion of  the  manufactures,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  bv  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  ascertaining  and  sar- 
veying  of  the  boundary  lines  fixed  by  the  treaty 
with  the  Creek  Indiana,  and  for  other  parposes, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  coaaidered  as  ia 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  aad,  having  beca 
amended,  the  Preatdeat  reported  it  to  the  House 
accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  as  ^mended  ?  it  waa  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  men- 
tioned was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  supplemental  to  tbe 
act,  entitled  *An  act  for  the  final  adjuatment  of 
land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri/  approved  April  12,  1814,^  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred,  the  31st  Septem- 
ber, the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indi- 
ana Territory,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  continue  In  force,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  estab- 
lishing trading  houses  with  the  Indian  tribes," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  aet  for  the  relief  of  Ja- 
cob Shinnick,  and  Shoultz.  and  Vogeler,  of  Chris- 
tian Chapman,  and  the  legal  represenutive  of 
John  Calef,  deceased,"  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  relief  of 
William  H.  Washington,"  reported  it  without 
amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  considered  as  ia 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Columbia,^ 
was  read  the  third  lime  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  comple- 
ting the  public  buildings  at  West  Point,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Miliury  Academy,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  respecting 
the  resolution  expressive  of  the  thanln  of  Coo- 
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gress  to  Major  Oencml  Jaokaoo.  aod  the  troops 
under  his  eommaDd,  for  their  gallantrjr  and  good 
cendaet  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans ;  and  that 
the  resolution  be  modified  aeeordingly.  They 
hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  concerning 
the  flotilla  serTice,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with 
an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  con* 
carrence  of  the  Senate.  They  bare  passed  a  res- 
olution for  the  appointment  ot  a  joint  committee 
to  wait  upon  the  Presideat,  and  request  that  he 
recommend  a  day  of  thanksgiving  to  Almighty 
God,  for  restoring  to  these  United  States  the  bless- 
ings of  peace.  They  have  also  possed  a  bill,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  fix  the  compensations  and  in- 
crease the  responsibility  of  the  collectors  of  the 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, connected  with  the  collection  thereof;"  in 
which  resolution  and  bill  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate.  They  insist  on  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  fifth  amendment  insisted  on  by 
tbe  Senate  to  the  bilL  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Qovernment, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  di- 
rect tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide 
for  assessing  and  collecting  the  same;''  and  tbe 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additiooal  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Oovernmeat, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  household  furniture^  and  on  gold  and  sil- 
▼er  watches."  They  ask  a  conference  thereon, 
aod  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Gilss, 

JReaolvedf  That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  confer* 
ence  proposed  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendment  to  the  bill  Uit  men- 
tioned. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Taylor,  Kiro,  and 
Giles,  be  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee  to  consist  of  five  members,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Tay- 
lor, Daoobtt,  Brown,  Cbacb,  and  Roberts, 
-were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  resolution  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
was  three  times  read  by  unanimous  consent,  con- 
curred in,  and  Messrs.  Smith  and  Ta it  appointed 
the  committee  on  their  part. 

The  Senate  (l^oceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  flotilla  service, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  GiLBB,  from  the  committee  of  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  re- 
specting the  resolution  expressive  of  the  thanks 
of  Congress  to  Major  General  Jackson,  and  the 
troops  under  his  command,  for  their  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  ia  the  defence  of  New  Orleans, 
reported, 

That  they  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  a  modification  of 
the  original  resolution  and  proposed  amendment,  to 
read  as  follows : 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Hqtresenta- 


iivet  of  the  Untied  States  ofAmeriea  m  Cm^gress  at* 
aembledt  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  given  to  Major  General  Jacksooy  and 
throQgh  him  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular 
army,  of  the  militia,  and  of  the  volunteers^  under  his 
coBunand,  the  greater  proportion  of  which  troops  con- 
sisted of  militia  and  voiunteets  suddenly  collected  !•• 
gether,  for  tfieir  nnifoxm  gallantry  and  good  fwidart 
conspicuously  displayed  against  the  enemy,  firom  die 
time  of  his  landing  before  New  Orleans  oiitil  his  final 
expnltton' therefrom;  and  particularly  for  their  valor, 
skill,  and  good  condnct,  on  the  8th  of  January  laetv  in 
repeJsing.  with  g?reat  slaa^iCer,  a  numerous  fisttish 
army  of  ^osen  veteran  tsoops,  when  attMspting,  by  a 
bold  and  daring  attack,  to  cany  by  otorm  the  wotka 
hastily  throvm  up  for  the  protection  of  New  Orleans; 
«ad  thereby  obtai&tng  a  most  signal  victeiy  over  the 
eBei^y»  vrith  a  disparity  of  leas,  on  his  past*  vneaam- 
pled  in  military  annals. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  conference ;  whereupon, 

Remitted,  unanimously,  That  they  concur 
therein,  and  that  the  resolution  be  modified  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads,"  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  by 
the  select  committee ;  and  the  amendments  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed? it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  last  mentioned 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctlv 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  tlmeasamena- 
ed,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass,  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide 
for  exploring  the  Chesapeake  bay,  and  its  waters, 
for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned ;  and  the  bill 
haying  heen  amended,  the  Presiident  reported  it 
to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  tbe  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmatire. 

Mr.  Dagqbtt,  from  tbe  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  discharge  of  Anthony  B.  Ross  from  imprison- 
ment,'' reported  it  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  James  Hynum,"  was  resumed  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed  thereto,  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  the  College  of  Georgetown,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia ;"  and,  no  amendment  hav- 
ing been  proposed  thereto,  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

Tbe  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States: 
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7b  tke  Senate  and  House  of 

Rmeeentatwee  of  the  United  States.' 

Peace  hunng  happily  taken  place  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain,  it  ii  desirable  to  guard 
against  incidenta,  which,  during  periods  of  war  in  Eu* 
rope,  miglit  tend  to  interrupt  it;  and,  it  is  believed,  in 
particultf  » that  the  navigation  oi  American  Teseds  ex- 
dnshely  by  American  seamen,  either  natiYcs  or  such 
as  are  already  naturaliied,  would  not  only  conduce  to 
the  attainn^ent  of  that  object,  but  also  to  increase  the 
number  of  our  seamen,  and,  consequently,  to  render 
our  commerce  and  navigation  independent  of  the  ser- 
vice of  foreigners,  who  might  be  recalled  by  their  Gov- 
ernments, under  circumstances  the  most  inconvenient 
to  the  United  States.  I  recommend  the  sul:ject,  there- 
fore, to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  and,  in  deciding 
upon  it,  I  am  persuaded  that  they  will  sufficiently  es- 
timate the  policy  of  manifesting  to  the  world  a  desire, 
on  all  occasions,  to  cultivate  harmony  with  other  na- 
tions, by  any  reasonable  accommodations  which  do  not 
impair  the  enjoyment  of  any  essential  rights  of  a  free 
and  independent  people.  The  example  on  the  part  of 
the  American  Government  will  merit,  and  may  be  ex- 
pected to  receive,  a  reciprocal  attention  from  all  the 
friendly  Powers  of  Europe. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

WASHTHOToir,  Feb.  85,  1815. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  consider  aod 
report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  P.  Bennett,  of  the  State  of  New 
York,''  reported  it  without  amendment,  and  the 
bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Common  Council,  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  praying  the  reimbursement  of  certain 
sums  advanced  and  expended  in  the  defence  of 
the  third  military  district,  as  slated  in  the  memo- 
rial; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill 
or  otherwise ;  and  Messrs.  King,  Tait,  and  Var- 
MCM,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Daggett,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  subject,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolution ;  which  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading: 

Kesolvedt  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representor 
ttves  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembiedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  directed, 
immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  present  and 
each  succeeding  Congress,  to  advertise  three  weeks 
successively,  in  two  newspapers  printed  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  for  proposals  for  supplying  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  during  the  succeeding 
Congress,  wHh  the  necessary  stationery  and  printing; 
whioi  advertisement  shall  describe  the  kind  of  station- 
erf  and  printing  required ;  and  that  the  proposals  to 
be  made  be  accompanied  with  sufficient  security  for 
their  performance.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  and  Clerk  aforesaid,  in  the  month  of  April 
thereafter,  to  notiiy  the  lowest  bidder  or  bidders, 
(whose  securities  are  deemed  sufficient,^  of  the  accept- 
ance of  his  or  their  proposals :  ProvideOf  That  this  res- 


olution shall  not  be  so  conatnied  am  to  pnvunt  tte 
Seeretaiy  and  Clerk  albresaid  from  cootnieling  Isc 
separate  parts  of  the  suppiiee  of  stataoneiy  and  print- 
ing required  to  be  ihrmshed. 

On  motion,  bj  Mr.  Daoobtt,  the  eommitlee 
was  discharged  from  the  further  conaidermtion  of 
the  subjeet-mmtter  thereof,  referred  to  them. 


Monday,  February  27. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee* on  Naral  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  coneeming  the  Nmral  Es- 
tablishment; and  the  bill  was  read  and  ordered  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
latioDs,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  prorision  by  law  to  release 
all  or  any  claims  of  the  United  States  to  penal- 
ties or  forfeitures,  under  acts  which  have  imposed 
prohibitions  or  temporary  restrietions  on  com- 
mercial intercourse,  and  to  discontinue  prosecu- 
tions therefor,  upon  pavnent  of  costa  legally  in- 
curred, reported  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  read : 

Reaotved^  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  make  such 
provision. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Robert  and 
John  Oliver  and  others,  owners  of  property  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Baltimore,  which,  in  the  Inte  at- 
tack of  the  enemy  on  that  city,  was  destroyed  or 
injured,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  fortifications; 
and  prayine  payment  therefor,  as  stated  in  the 
petition ;  wnich  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Waahingtoa 
Bridge  Company,  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Doyle,"  made  a  report  thereupon ; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  reported  the  bill  withont 
amendment. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  system  of  navigation  for 
the  United  Slates  was  read  the  second  lime;  and 
Mr.  Dana  proposed  a  new  section  to  be  added 
thereto;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Fbombhtih,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Peter  Landais ;  and  th^  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  ascertaining  and 
surveying  of  the  boundary  lines  fixed  by  the  treaty 
with  the  Creek  Indians,  and  for  other  purposes^ 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  exploring  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  iu  waters,  for  the  purposes  therein 
mentioned,  was  read  a  third  tim^  and  passed. 

The  resolution  directing  the  manner  of  pro  vid- 
ing  stationery,  and  procuring  the  printing  for  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole;  and,  no  amendment  havinjr  been 
proposed  thereto,  on  the  question.  Shall  this  reso- 
lution be  enpossed  and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was 
determined  m  the  aflEirmative. 
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The  Pbesidcnt  eommuoieated  a  report  of  the 
Postmtster  Qeneral,  relatire  to. the  salaries  of 
the  clerks  of  that  department ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Germah,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  sapplemeo- 
tarf  to  an  acL  entitled  'An  act  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  New  York,"  reported  it  with 
tmendments,  which  were  read,  and  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  amendments 
having  been  asreed  to.  the  Prbstobiit  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
^ossed.and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ? 
It  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire. 

Mr.  QiLBs,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^*An  act  for  the  relief 
of  James  Savage  and  others,"  reported  it  without 
amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. ' 

The  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sol- 
omon Frazer,  and  the  representatiTes  of  Charles 
Eccleston,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Washington,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  James  Hynum,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  the  Col- 
lege of  Georgetown,  in  theDistrict  of  Columbia," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  dis- 
charge of  Anthony  B.  Ross  from  imprisonment," 
was  read  a  third  time,  and,  on  the  question.  Shall 
this  bill  pass?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  GoRG  presented  the  petition  of  Walter  and 
Miller,  and  others,  owners  of  certain  vessels  sail- 
ing under  foreign  flags,  and  praying  relief,  as 
stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  Anacosta  Bridge  Company,"  reported  it 
without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  Committa  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
W^hole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal  cer- 
tain acts  therein  mentioned ;  and  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed  thereto,  on  the  question, 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  i 
it  was  determine^  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
"Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Bennet,  of  the 
State  of  New  York  f  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  proposed  ihereto,  it  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Brown  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading: 


Reaokfedt  by  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  R^eientO" 
Umb  of  the  vmted  Staiee  of  America  in  Congreee 
tueemiled^  That  the  Secretary  of  State  came  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  members  of  the  present  Gongresst 
copies  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  ordered  by  law 
to  be  printed,  as  soon  m  the  same  shall  be  printed. 


Tuesday,  February  28. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  existing  between  the  Execu- 
tive authority  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
authorities  of  some  of  the  individual  States,  re* 
specting  the  relative  powers  of  the  General  and 
State  Governments  over  the  militia;  and  the  re- 
port was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re« 
lations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message  of  the 
President  recoinmending  certain  regulations  re- 
specting American  sesnien,  made  a  report,  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

«  That  they  fully  accord  in  the  policy  recommended, 
of  avoiding,  by  pmdeni  regulations,  the  occurrence  of 
circumstances  which  may  distnrb  a  liberal  inCerconrse 
with  foreign  nations.  They  are,  moreover,  persuaded 
that  the  navigstion  of  American  vessels,  ezclnsively 
by  American  seamen,  either  natives,  or  snch  ss  aie 
Already  natnralized,  would  not  only  have  the  tendency 
to  render  our  commerce  and  navigation  independent  of 
the  service  of  foreigners,  but  that  it  would  be  calen- 
lated  to  remove  the  pretext  under  whidi  the  Americaa 
navigation  has  heretofore  been  interrupted. 

**  But,  while  the  committee  consider  the  subject  of 
the  President's  MesMge  highly  important,  th^  regret 
that  the  session  of  Congress  is  so  near  its  close,  that 
questions  affecting  the  foreign  as  well  as  the  domestic 
policy  of  the  nation  cannot  now  receive  the  deliberate 
and  fall  examination  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

<<The  committee*  therefore,  submit  the  following 
resolution : 

**  Eeeohed,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Message  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of  Con- 


Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  further  to  provide  tor 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  sundry  persons  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  their 
tools  by  fire  at  the  navy  yard;  and  the  bill  waa 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
w%s  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supple* 
mental  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  Srate  of  Louisiana 
and  Territory  of  Missouri,'  approved  April  12, 
1814,"  reported  it  without  amendment;  and,  oa 
motion  by  Mr.  Morrow,  the  further  consldera- 
tion  thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second  Monday 
in  March  next,  . 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Prebidbnt  op  tbb  Uhitbd  STATfia: 
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Fbbkoart,  1S15. 


Ta  the  SenaU  of  the  VniUd  Staim  : 

I  tnnsinU  to  the  Senate  a  r^ort  froat  the  Poetmae- 
tfix  Genera],  complying  with  their  reiolation  of  the  16th 
of  December  lasL 

JAMES  MADISON. 

WAaaiKOTov,  Ftbmary  88, 181& 

The  Messaffe  and  report  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
wss  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
the  sale  of  public  lands,  which  may  hereafter  be 
forfeited  within  the  Jeffersonville  land  district,  at 
Che  land  office  of  said  district,"  reported  it  with- 
out amendment;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mor- 
BOW,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  *'An  act 
for  the  better  tmnization  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  within  the  State  of  New  York  " 
kaving  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

The  resolution  directing  the  manner  of  pro- 
Tiding  stationery,  and  procuring  the  printing  for 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasiied. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Lamb, 
of  Charleston,  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, reported  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  read  and  agreed  to : 

Muobtcd,  That  the  SeeieUiy  of  the  Navy  be  fo- 

a  vested  to  report  to  the  Senate,  in  the  fiiet  week  of 
^e  next  semon,  a  system  lor  the  gradual  and  pcnna^ 
nent  increase  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Reaohedf  That  the  said  Secretary  report,  as  afore- 
aaidt  the  expenditures  and  contracts  whmh  have  been 
made  under  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  the  SOth  of 
March,  1818. 

BeaoMt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  report  as 
aforeseidy  what  measures  have  been  taken  to  carry  into 
execution  the  laws  respecting  navy  hospitals. 

lUsolvedf  That  the  said  Secretary  report,  as  afore* 
•aid,  what  measures  have  been  taken  for  the  execution 
of  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  the  dd  of  March,  1813, 
entitled  *'An  act  supplementaxy  to  the  act  for  increas- 
ing the  Navy." 

Besolved,  That  the  Secretary  lay  before  the  Senate, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session,  a  corrected 
register  of  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps. 

Mr.  Lacock  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading : 

Retolved,  That  Robert  Tweedy,  Benjamin  G.  Bowen, 
and  Tobias  Simpson,  assistants  to  the  8ergeant-at> 
Arms  and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  be  paid,  out  of 
the  contingent  fond,  two  dollars  a  day  for  each  day 
they  may  have  attended  the  Senate  during  the  present 
eeasion  of  Congress,  and  that  Charles  Tims  be  allowed 
aeventy-five  dollars  for  his  attendance  during  the  pres- 
ent session. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read  the 
aecond  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  consid* 


ered  as  in  Committee  of  the  WWIe;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  propoaed  thereto,  on  the 
question,  Shall  this  resolution  be  enero»ed  aid 
read  a  third  time?  it  was  determinea  ia  the  af- 
firmative. 

The  bill  concerning  the  Naval  Esublishmeat 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  ia 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  and,  no  aateodmeat 
having  been  propoaed  thereto,  on  the  qoestioa, 
Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Landais  was 
read  the  second  time;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Bibb,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next. 

The  resolution  directing  the  distribotion  amoag 
the  members  of  the  present  Congress  of  copies  i^ 
the  Laws  of  the  united  States,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  eonaidered  as  ia  Comnaittee  of 
the  Whole ;  aild,  having  been  amended,  the  Presi- 
dent reported  it  to  the  House  accord ingl]f. 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  resolutioo  be  eo- 

Sroeaed^  and  read  a  third  time  as  amended  ?  it  was 
etermmed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  eonaideratioQ  of  the 
reaolution  reported  the  87th  instant,  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill,  entitled  <*An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jamn 
Savage  and  others,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Aaacoata  Bridge  Company,"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  <<An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam P.  Bennet,  of  the  State  of  New  York,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
a  system  of  navigation  for  the  United  States; 
aad  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  the  second  Monday  in  March  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled 
^'An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Doyle,"  together 
with  the  report  of  the  select  committee  thereon ; 
and,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  read  a  third 
time?  it  was  determined  in  the  negative.  So 
the  bill  was  lost. 

AMENDMENTS  OP  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  for  consideration  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, requesting  the  Senators  of  the  State,  and 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  thereof,  in 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  use  their  en- 
deavors that  Congress  propose  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  several  States,  for  their  adoption,  the  fol- 
lowing amendments  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  viz : 

FirH.  RepresenUtives  and  direct  Uxee  shall  be  sp- 
portioned  among  the  seTeral  States  which  may  be  in- 
daded  within  this  Union»  aooording  to  their  respecttrr 
nanbeia  of  liree  penons,  including  those  bonnd  to 
serve  ht  a  tenn  of  yean,  aad  ozduduig  Indians  not 
taxedf  and  all  other  penona. 

Second.  No  new  Slate  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
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Unicm  hf  OMgraM,  in  viitae  of  t^  power  grantod  \fj 
thm  Oonstitttlion,  inAont  IIm  ooaeumttoe  of  two- 
tliivn  of  bolii  BowMO* 

TkMU  CongittM  tholl  not  hiive  power  to  lay  eay 
emkoigo  on  tbe  diipe  or  irewli  of  the  dtiiene  of  the 
United  8tetM|  in  the  ports  or  herbonthereof,  for  more 
than  eiztv  deye. 

Fourth*  Congreesahmll  not  haYo  power,  without  the 
eoncnrrenoe  of  two4hirde  of  both  Honaeo,  to  inter* 
diet  the  commetcial  iAteiconiee  between  the  United 
Statee  and  any  foreign  nation^  or  the  dependenciee 
th.«veot 

Fifth.  GongrMB  ihall  not  make  or  declare  war,  or 
authorise  acta  of  boitilitj  against  any  foreign  nation, 
'vrithont  the  eoncninnee  of  two-thirds  of  both  Honaes, 
aacoept  anch  aels  of  hoatUitieo  be  in  defence  of  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  when  actnally  invaded. 

Simth.  No  person  who  shall  hereafter  be  natwal- 
laad,  ahall  be  eHgtble  as  a  member  of  the  Senate  or 
00000  of  RepreaentotiTes  of  the  United  Slatee,  nor 
eapaUe  of  hoMiBg  any  dvil  office  nndtr  the  anlhority 
af  tbe  United  Statea. 

Seomih,  Hie  same  penon  ahall  not  be  elected  Piea- 
ident  of  the  United  States  a  eeoond  time ;  nor  shall 
the  President  be  elected  from  the  same  Slate  two 
tai  me  in  encceasion* 

And  the  resoliiiion  and  proposed  amendments 
were  read. 


Webitebdat,  March  1. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  (he  Committee  on 
Foreign  Reiacioiia,  to  whom  waa  referred  the  pe- 
tiitoD  of  Walter  and  Miller,  and  others,  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Qit.B8,  from  the  eommittee  to  whom  Was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  Sprigg,"  reported  it  wtthoot  ameod- 
ment;  and  the  bill  was  considered  as  to  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  I  and  passed  to  a  third  read- 
ing. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  a  third  time, 
by  ananimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  commitiee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  to  aatborize  the 
payment  for  property  lost,  captared,  or  destroyed, 
hy  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,''  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments; and  Mr.  Talbot  proposed  for  consideim- 
tion  sundry  ampndments  to^he  bill ;  which  were 
read ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  GhLBS,  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  bill  and  amendments  were 
postponed  until  to*morrow. 

Mr.  Tatloe,  from  the  managers  appointed  by 
the  Senate  to  confer  wUh  the  maiMgers  appefaited 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  fifth 
amendment  made  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  enti- 
tled '^An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *An  act 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Gtovernment,  and  mattKaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and 
eoUeetiog  the  same,"  and  the  act,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  dnties  on  household 


fbmiture,  and  on  gold  and  silyer  watches,"  re- 
ported : 

**  That  thejr  have  met  the  said  managers,  and,  alter 
conferring  with  them,  have  agreed  to  recommend  to 
the  Senate,  that  as  the  said  amendment  would  have  no 
effect  fer  the  present  year,  the  Senate  do  recede  from 
aaid  amendment." 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  conference.  Where- 
upon, 

Reaolvedy  Thai  they  concur  therein,  and  that 
thev  recede  from  their  said  fifth  amendment  to 
said  bill  accordingly. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  to  fix  the  com- 
liensations,  and  increase  the  respoosibilitv,  of  the 
collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties, 
and  for  other  purposes  connected  with  the  collee- 
tion  thereof,"  reported  it  without  amendment; 
and  the  bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  having  been  amended,  the  Pres- 
ident reported  it  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendment  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert  Kid,  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  made  report,  together  with 
the  following  resolution,  which  wa^s  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

JResolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  bis  petition. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  MoRKow,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Benjamin  W. 
Ladd,  Joseph  Ladd,  and  Thomas  Norveil,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Laoook  submitted  the  following  reaolo- 
tion,  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  aeeond 
reading: 

Haofeed;  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  pay, 
ont  of  the  contingent  ftind  of  the  Senate,  to  Tmaa 
Simpson,  two  hundred  doUais,  in  conaideiation  of  hia 
uniferm  good  conduct,  and  partknlariy  fer  his  exe^ 
tions  to  save  the  public  property  in  the  Capitol,  both 
befere  and  after  the  destruction  thereof  by  the  enemy. 

The  resolution  last  mentioned  was  read  the 
seeond  time,  by  nnanimooa  consent,  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no 
amendment  having  been  proposed  thereto,  on  the 
question,  Shall  this  resolution  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time?  it  waa  determined  m  the  afir- 
mative ;  and  the  resolution  was  then  read  a  third 
time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Tboftbili  further  to  provide  for  tne  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  was  read  the  see- 
ond time,  and  considered  as  m  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  and,  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  on  the  question,  Shall  this  bill  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  ?  it  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  persons  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of 
the  destruction  of  their  tools  by  fire  at  the  navy 
yard,  was  read  the  second  l»na«,  and  considered 
aa  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  i^d,  no  amend- 
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meot  having  beeo  made  thereto,  on  the  quenlioo, 

Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
^tlme?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative* 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  Hoose  have  passed 
.a  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  vest  more  effeetualljr 
in  the  State  courts,  and  in  the  district  coorts  of 
the  United  Slates,  jurisdiction  in  the  cases  there- 
in mentioned;*'  a  bill,  entitled  *'An  act  regulating 
and  defining  the  dutiesof  the  United  States' judges 
for  the  Territory  of  Illinois;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled 
*'An  act  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment 
of  the  United  States ;"  in  which  bills  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  fixing  the  Miliury 
Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States,"  was 
read  the  second  time  by  onanimoas  consent,  and 
on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  *<An  act  rc^ali^tin^  and  de- 
fining the  duties  of  the  United  States' judges  for 
the  Territory  of  Illinois,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  proposed  thereto,  it  passed  to  the 
third  reading. 

The  resolution  relative  to  the  distribution  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  as  amended,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  follows: 

Ruolffed,  by  the  Senate  and  Houu  of  Reprueuta- 
tiveB  of  the  united  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  the  Secretary  of  State  cause  to  be 
dbtribated  among  the  members  of  the  present  Con- 
gress, copies  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Sutes,  ordered 
by  law  to  be  printed,  as  soon  as  the  same  shall  be 
completed. 

J&sokfed,  That  so  many  of  the  remaining  copies  of 
the  laws  as  are  not  already  distribQted«  be  deported 
in  the  Congressional  Library. 

The  bill  concerning  the  Naval  Establishment 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  fixing  the  compensation  of  the 
inessengers  of  the  Senate  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  credentials  of  the  Honorable  William 
Hdktbr,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commenc- 
ing on  the  fourth  day  of  this  month,  were  read, 
aod  laid  on  file. 
^      Mr.  Kino  submitted  the  following  motion  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  is  herebj,  requested  to  give  instrnctions  to  the 
Secretary  of  War- 
To  prepare  and  lay  before  the  Senate,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  their  next  session,  a  report  concerning 
the  annnities  and  presents  granted  to,  and  trade  car- 
ried on  with,  the  several  Indian  tribes  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  United  States,  during  four  years  antecedent 
to  the4th  of  March,  1816,  whether  such  trade  has  been 
under  the  control  or  management  of  the  Sa^rintendent 
of  Indian  Trade,  of  the  Governors  of  the  several  Ter- 
ritories, or  of  any  other  person  acting  in  behalf  of  the 


States :  and,  in  oeder  that  sodi  report  may  ex- 
a  fhU  view  of  the  whole  Indian  trade  dmiBg  ths 
term  aforesaid,  that  the  President  be  futlMr  gaqaeted 
to  direct  the  Soperintendeiit  of  Indian  Trade,  anderoy 
other  poblic  agent  conesmed  therein,  to  lonuah  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  aneh  aocowita  and  atatementa  aa  hi 
may  call  for,  to  enable  him  to  prepare  and  aaake  the 
report  alMeaaid. 

That  the  said  report  do  contain  aa  annual  arrwiatof 
the  Indian  trade  at  each  of  the  agenetea  or  trsdiBg 
bonsea,  or  whereaover  else  the  same  ahall  fanTe  been 
carried  on,  including  therein  the  ezpensea  of  bniidings 
transportataoB,  and  all  other  inddeatal  charges  ;  and, 
also,  a  statement  of  loases,  wbetiier  of  gooda  or  efiecls, 
intended  Sox  the  Indians,  or  received  fiom  then. 

Also,  a  like  annual  aoeonnt  of  the  whole  of  the  b- 
dian  trade, 

Alao,  a  general  aoeonnt  of  the  Indian  trader  mA^ 
iting  the  profit  and  laas  thereat  daring  tiie  tani 


Also,  an  aoeonnt  of  the  annuities  and  praeents  dw, 
and  delivered,  to  the  resyedive  Indian  tribes 
duing  the  ■  foresaid  term;  wfoaSjiaog  fhm  dntea  whsa 
the  aame  were  doe,  and  vrhen  they  were  paid  and 
delivered* 

That  the  Secretary  do,  liirtheiBen^  report  to  the 
Senate  his  opinion,  whether  any  alteration  ol  the 
powen  and  duties  of  the  several  officen  and  agents 
employed  in  the  superintendence  and  management  of 
Indian  a£bira  would  be  advantageous;  whether  tfas 
consolidation  of  the  whole  care  and  managemeat 
thereol^  and  the  placing  of  the  same  in  a  single  depart- 
ment, would  be  expedient;  and  whether  a  plan  may 
not  be  devised  that  will  be  equally  advantageons  to 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  more  eeonomieal  to  the  pab> 
lie,  whereby  the  faidian  trade  may,  under  ssfagnsrdi, 
be  hereafter  carried  on  by  indiridnala,  or  by  private 
companies,  inalead  of  the  manner  in  which  the  asms 
is  now  conducted. 

In  secret  session— 

A  confidential  message  was  reeeired  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Gaaroir  aod 
Mr.  FoBSYTn,  two  membcra  of  that  body ;  Mr. 
Gaston.  Chairman : 

Afr.  PreHdent:  The  Hoose  of  Representa- 
tives have  confidenlialljr  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States  against  the  Algerine  emisers,*' 
in  which  they  request  the  concorreoeo  of  the 
Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  twice  read  by  unnntmoos 
consent,  and  paaaed  to  the  third  reading. 


Tbubsday,  March  8. 

Mr.  Varnum  aubmiited  for  eonsideratioa  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Masanchosetta,  containing  the  aame 
request,  and  embracing  the  aame  objecta,  of  the 
reaolation  of  the  Legialatnre  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, submitted  on  the  28th  ultimo ;  and  the 
resolution  and  propoaed  amendmenu  were  read. 

Mr.  OiLBS,  from  the  Committee  on  Miliury 
AlTairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Bslablish- 
ment  of  the  United  States,''  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Qiles,  the  aommittee  to 
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whom  WW  referred  Ihe  petition  of  Robert  and 
John  Olifer,  and  others,  was  discharged  from  the 
farther  eonaideration  thereof. 

A  message  from  the  HoDse  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen  f*  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  invalid  pension- 
ers ;''  and  a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  year  1815;''  in  which  bills  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  concerniog  invalid 
pensioners/'  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establish- 
ment for  the  year  1815,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afibtrsi  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

The  bill,  entitled  **An  act  makinff  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1815,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  Tait,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  last  mentioned 
biii,  reported  it  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading ;  and  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  vest  more  effectu- 
ally in  the  State  courts,  and  in  the  district  courts 
of  the  United  States,  jurisdiction  in  the  cases 
therein  mentioned,"  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Bibb,  Barboub, 
and  Cbacb,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  sundry  persons  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of 
the  destruction -of  their  tools  by  fire,  at  the  Navy 
Yard,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  amended  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
fix  the  eompeasations,  and  increase  the  responsi- 
bility, of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  in- 
ternal duties,  and  for  other  purposes  connected 
with  the  collection  thereof,"  imving  been  reported 
by  the  committee  eorceetly  engrossed,  the  hill 
was  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

Remjlvedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Barboob,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message,  of  the  !^th  ultimo,  as  relates  to  the  pres* 


ervation  and  promotion  of  mannfaciures,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Babboor,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  mana- 
facturers  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  increasing  the  compen- 
sation allowed  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Sen- 
ate," with  amendments,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have  also 
passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  further  supple- 
mentary to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  providing  for 
the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  pub- 
lic lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  HouM  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  increasing  the  cempeosation 
allowed  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate.** 
Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Tubmbb, 

BetiHved,  That   they  concur  therein  with 
amendments. 

U  was  agreed  to  amend  the  title,  to  read  "An 
act  increasing  the  compensation  allowed  the  Ser- 
geants-at-Arms  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  of  the  Doorkeeper  and  Assistant 
Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate  and  Hotise  of  Repre- 
sentatives." 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  regulating  and  defin- 
ing the  duties  of  the  United  States'  judges  for 
the  Territory  of  Illinois,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,"  together  with  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  select  committee. 

On  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  first  amend- 
ment proposed,  to  wit;  Section  1,  line  4,  strike 
out  "  six,"  and  insert  "  fifteen,"  a  division  of  the 
question  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Lagock,  and  it 
was  taken  on  striking  out,  and  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  21,  nays  6.  as  follows: 

YxAS— -Messrs.  Baibonr,  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Ohaee, 
Promentio,  Chdilard,  Giles,  Gfore,  Horsey,  Howell, 
Hunter,  Kerr,  King,  Laoock,  Morrow,  Smith,  Tait, 
Taylor,  VarattBg,  and  Wells. 

N  ATS— Messn.  Dana,  Ooldsborough,  Talbot»  Thomp- 
son,  Tnmer,  and  Wharton. 

On  the  question,  to  insert  "fifteen,"  in  lieu  of 
"  six,*^  stricken  out,  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firmative— yeas  18,  nays  10,  as  follows : 

YiAs— Messn.  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chaos,  Fro- 
n»mtio»  OaiUaid,  Giles,  Gore,  Howell,  Kerr,  King, 
L  acock,  Moirow,  Smith,  Tatt,  Taylor,  Vamnm,  and 

Wells* 

NAZ»--Messrs.  Barbour.  Paggett,  Dana,  Goldabor- 
ough.  Horsey,  Hunter,  Talbot,  Thompaon,  Turner,  and 
Wharton. 
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On  the  qoestioD  (o  agree  to  the  third  mmeiid- 
Bient  proposed,  to  wit :  Section  3,  line  1,  strike 
out  "  one  Major  Gknermi,"  and  insert  ^  two  Major 
GSenerals,"  it  was  detenniDed  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  20,  nays  5,  as  follows : 

YxAB — Messrs.  Bibb,  Brown,  Chace,  Fromentin, 
Gaillaid,  Giles,  Gore^  Honey,  Howell,  Hnnter,  King, 
Laeook,  Morrow,  Smith,  Talbot,  Tait»  Taytor,  Thomp- 
son, Vamam,  and  Wells. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Daggett,  Dana,  OoIdsbonMigh,  Tni^ 
ner,  and  Whazton. 

And  the  other  amendments  haring  been  agreed 
to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the  House 
accordingly ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the 
bill  was  farther  amended. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendments  be. en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire. 

The  amendments  to  the  last  mentioned  bill 
haTing  been  reported  by  the  Committee  correctly 
engrofiE^d,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed, by  unanimous  consent. 

JReeolved^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amend- 
ments. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb^  it  was  agreed  to  amend 
the  title,  to  read  ^An  act  reducing  the  military 
establishment  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  rest  more 
effectually  in  the  State  courts,  and  in  the  district 
courts  of  the  United  States,  jurisdiction  in  the 
cases  therein  mentioned,"  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  bill  for  ihe  relief  of 
Arthur  Tappan  and  John  Frothingham ;  and,  on 
motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to  the  second  Monday  in 
March  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  the  1st  instant,  by  Mr.  Kino  ;  and, 
on  his  motion  haying  been  amended,  was  agreed 
to,  as  follows : 

Reached^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  Is  hereby,  requested  to  give  instructions  to 
the  8eeretsry  of  War — 

To  prepare  and  lay  before  the  Senate,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  their  next  session,  a  report  concerning 
the  annataea  and  presento  granted  to,  and  the  trade 
eanried  on  with,  tiie  several  Indian  tribes  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  during  four  yaara  anteead- 
«Bt  to  the  4th  of  March,  1815 ;  and,  in  oider  that  such 
nport  may  exhibit  a  full  view  of  the  whole  Indian  trade 
during  the  term  albieaaid,  that  the  Praaident  be  further 
requested  to  direct  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade, 
and  every  odier  publie  agent  eonoemed  therein,  to  fbi^ 
nish  to  the  Secretary  of  Wsr  aueh  accounts  andstala- 
ments  as  he  may  call  for,  to  enable  him  to  prepare  and 
make  the  report  aforesaid. 

That  the  said  report  do  contain  an  annual  account 
of  the  Indian  trade,  at  each  of  the  agendea  or  trading 
houses,  or  wheraaoever  elae  the  same  shall  have  been 
earned  on,  including  therein  the  ezpenaea  of  buildingB, 
transportation,  and  all  other  inddental  diargaa;  sa 
alao  a  statement  of  losses,  whether  of  goods  or  eUhcIs, 
inlended  fat  the  Indians  or  leoaived  frmn  them* 

Also,  a  like  annual  aooount  of  the  whole  of  the  In- 
dian trade. 


AlBo,aganeialaeaaaBiof  Ihe  Indian  tnda^  arrhibiiHig 
4he  profit  and  laos  thereof  dating  the  term  aiiw  ssiJ 

Also,  an  account  of  the  annnitiee  and  preaenta  das, 
paid,  and  delivered,  to  the  vaspective  Indian  tribes  dar- 
ing the  afineoaid  terms ;  speeUJfing  the  dalea  when  the 
same  were  due,  and  when  they  were  paid  and  deliveied. 

That  the  Secretaiy  do  furthennora  lepori  to  the 
Senate  hia  opinion,  whether  any  altenUion  of  the 
powers  and  unties  of  the  aevenl  ofieen  and  agenli 
employed  in  the  snperintendenee  and  management  of 
Inman  albirs  would  be  advantagecms ;  whether  the 
consolidation  of  the  whole  care  and  managenent  there- 
ol^  and  the  placing  of  the  same  in  a  single  depeztmeat, 
would  be  expedient ;  and  whether  a  plan  may  not  be 
devised  that  will  be  equally  advantageoua  to  the  Indiaa 
tribes,  and  more  economical  to  the  poMie,  whereby  the 
Indian  trade  may,  under  safeguards,  be  hcnaller  carried 
on  by  individuals  or  by  private  oompaniea,  tnetpad  sf 
the  manner  in  which  the  same  is  now  conducted. 

SALE  OF  CAPTURED  NEGROES. 
The  following  Mcaaage  wna  leceired  from  tbe 

PHESIDBff T  OF  TBB  Ulf  ITBD  StaTBS  : 

7b  the  Senate  of  the  UniUd  StateM,- 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  rc^rt  from  the  action 
Secretary  of  State,  complying  vnth  their  reeolatioa  of 
the  34th  of  October  last. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
WASBiireTov,  February  S8, 1816. 

The  Message  and  report  therein  referred  to 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  report  ia  as  follows : 

DavAnvMBBT  ea  Statb,  Feb.  SS,  181& 

Tlie  undersigaed,  acting  as  Secretary  of  State,  te 
whom  was  referred  the  lesolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  34th  of  October  last,  lequeating  the  Pwsdeat  of 
the  United  States  to  lay  befNe  the  Senate,  (pcovidsd 
he  shall  not  consider  the  same  improper  to  he  com- 
municated,) the  proof  of  any  traffic  carried  on  in  the 
West  Indiea,  by  the  sale  of  negroes  taken  from  the 
United  States,  by  the  British  forces  since  the  preeent 
war,  has  the  honor  to  state,  that  aachproof  waa  trans- 
mitted to  the  Executive  by  the  Hon.  8l  George 
Tucker,  in  the  form  of  an  affidavit  of  Captain  Wil- 
liams, from  vrfaich  it  appeared  that  he  had  been  a  pris- 
oner in  the  Bahama  islanda,  and  that,  while  there,  he 
had  bean  pieaent  at  the  aale  of  negroes  taken  from 
the  vicinity  of  Norfolk  and  Hampton.  Tina  affidavit, 
voluntarily  given,  and  alrangthenad  and  corroborated 
by  a  variety  of  circumetances,  waa  conaiderad  at  the 
time  as  fiiU  proof  ci  the  fact,  and  was  tranamitlad  to 
oar  Ministers  at  Ghent  When  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  was  transmitted  to  this  Department,  applica- 
tion waa  made  to  Judge  Tucker,  and  snbaequentlj 
to  Major  Griffin,  for  the  original  affidavit,  or  for  aa 
authenticated  copj ;  aa  ndi&er  have  yet  been  re- 
ceived, and  aa  it  is  deemed  improper  longer  to  delay 
this  report,  the  undenigned  begs  leave  to  refer  to  the 
accompanying  papers,  masked  I,  3,  3,  and  4,  from 
which  the  material  focta  ataftad  in  the  affidavit  may  be 
eoUeeted,  andtheoircumatancaa  vrhkh  have  prevented 
its  transmission  to  this  Departemt  explained.  Thie 
subject  will  be  further  investigated  vnth  a  view  to 
place  it,  in  all  its  circumstances,  in  the  moot  satisfiic- 
tory  light 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted^ 

JA&  MONROE. 
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No.  1. 
RicBxovD»  Nooember  24, 1814. 

8is:  I  do  myaeif  the  honor  to  encloae  yoa  %.  letter 
horn  mj  friend,  Mr.  Cabell,  and  one  from  Mr.  John 
Tebb  Smith,  the  magistrate  before  whom  the  affidavit 
waa  made,  a  copy  of  which  I  tranamitted  to  the  Presi- 
dent Mr.  Campbeil  haa  written  to  Major  Griffin  to 
endeaTor  to  procure  the  original,  and  if  he  ahould  for- 
tunately obtain  it,  I  will  lose  no  time  in  forwarding  it 
to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectAilly,  air,  your 
moat  obedient  servant, 

8T.  G.  TUCKER. 
JoHH  Gbahax,  Esq., 

Department  of  State,  Washington, 

No.S. 

Copy  of  a  kiterfrom  Joseph  C,  CaheU,  Esq.,  to  the 
Hon.  Si.  George  Tucker^  dated 

RicaxoiTD,  November  22, 1814. 

Mt  Dxab  Sib  :  I  have  received  your  fiivor  of  the 
1 4th  instant,  embracing  an  extract  from  the  letter  re- 
cently written  to  you  by  Mr.  Graham,  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  of  the  24th  ultimo. 

I  distinctly  recollect  all  the  material  circumstances 
in  regard  to  the  copy  of  the  affidavit,  which  you  for- 
warded to  the  President.  About  the  period  that  Major 
Thomas  Griffin,  of  York,  went  on  board  the  British 
squadron  in  Lynnhaven  bay,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
deavoring to  recover  hw  negroea,  who  had  gone  off  to 
the  enemy,  I  happened  to  be  in  Williamaburg.  The 
destination  of  the  alaves  that  had  been  taken  or  le- 
eeived  by  the  Britiah,  waa  then  a  sabject  of  curiosity 
and  concern  throughout  the  lower  country.  I  under^ 
itood  that  a  aeafaring  man,  of  the  name  of  Williams, 
Bvho  had  been  a  prisoner  with  the  enemy,  and  had  re- 
cently arrived  at  Hampton,  had  gone  in  company  with 
Major  Thomas  Griffin,  of  York,  before  John  Tabb 
3mith,  a  respectable  magistrate  of  the  county  ckT  Elis- 
abeth City,  and  had  made  oath  that,  while  a  prisoner 
m  one  of  the  Bahama  iaiands,  he  had  been  present  at 
ihe  aale  of  the  negroea  that  had  been  carried  off  from 
lie  vicinity  of  Hampton  and  Norfolk;  that  the  ne- 
proes  were  sold  at  a  high  price,  and  that  a  negro  car- 
>enter  from  Norfolk  was  purchased  for  a  thousand 
lollara.  Several  gentlemen  of  the  first  reapectability, 
who  had  conversed  with  Major  Griffin,  informed  me 
iiat  he  spoke  of  Williama  aa  a  man  whose  appearance 
sntitled  him  to  credit,  and  that  he  had,  accordingly, 
publiahad  the  affidavit  in  the  town  of  York*  Through 
Jie  mediam  of  Mr.  Coke,  of  Williamsburg;  I  procured 
%.  copy  of  thie  paper,  which  I  handed  to  yon,  and  was 
brwarded  by  you  to  the  President  This  affidavit  waa 
I  aubjeet  of  general  conversation  about  that  time, 
rhe  circumatancea  under  which  Williama  arrived  at 
Hampton ;  the  manner  in  which  he  described  the  ne- 
groes aold  in  the  Bahamas,  and  particularly  the  car- 
penter from  Norfolk,  and  the  appearance  of  entire 
lincenty  in  his  narrative,  left  no  doubt,  I  was  assured, 
>n  the  mind  of  either  Mr.  Smith  or  Major  Griffin,  that 
Ihe  alleged  sale  had  actually  taken  place.  I  did  not 
lee  Major  Griffin,  nor  did  I  inquire  what  he  intended 
o  do  with  the  original  affidavit  of  Williams ;  my  con- 
ecture  was,  that  he  would  send  it  on  to  the  commit- 
»e  of  Congress,  charged  with  the  business  of  collect- 
nf^  proofo  of  the  barbarous  conduct  of  the  war  by  the 
»nemy.     Aa  it  aeema  he  has  not  done  ao^  I  presume 
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it  remaina  in  his  posseimon.  I  will  write  immediately 
to  him,  with  the  view  of  aaoertaining  whether  this  be 
the  fact ;  and,  if  it  be,  to  lequeet  the  fovor  of  him  to 
enclose  me  the  affidavit.  The  result  of  my  »««^sitri4^ff 
of  that  gentleman  ahall  be  made  known  to  you  with- 
out delay. 

In  the  interim,  I  remain  most  respectfully  and  ain- 
cerely,  yours,  dtc 

JOSEPH  C.  CABELL. 

No.  8. 

Ccpy  of  a  letter  from  John  Tabb  Smith  Esq.,  to  Judge 

Tucker,  dated 

HAvrroir,  Noe*  31, 1814. 

Sib  :  Your  fovor  I  have  now  before  me.  Some  time 
in  the  year  1813,  there  came  before  me  a  Captain 
Williams  (I  think  his  name  was)  in  company  with 
Major  Thomaa  Griffin,  of  York,  with  the  affidavit  yoa 
spMk  of  in  your  letter^  which  he  swore  to  before  me» 
and  I  gave  my  certificate  thereto ;  I  then  gave  the  eS- 
fidavit  to  Major  Griffin,  and  expected  to  see  it  published 
in  one  of  the  Richmond  papers,  but  never  heard  of  it 
since ;  but  from  your  letter,  I  expect  the  original  can 
be  got  from  Major  Griffin.  But,  if  it  ia  mialaid,  I  well 
recollect  the  substance  of  the  affidavit,  and  wUl  render 
you  any  aervioe  in  my  power. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

JOHN  TABB  SBOTH. 

If  it  can  be  got  from  Major  Griffin,  it  had  better  be 
in  the  Captain's  own  words,  with  my  certificate. 

St.  Gaonex  Tugkxb,  Eaq.,  dtc  J,  T.  8. 

No.4. 

YoBK,  (Ya.)  Pfkruary  10,  1816. 

Sib  :  Your  fovor  of  the  6th  inatant  has  been  re- 
ceived. I  have  examined  my  papers  and  cannot  find 
the  original  affidarit  of  Captain  Williama,  therein  aC> 
luded  to.  The  popy  I  gave  Mr.  Cabell  waa  literally 
correct;  the  original  has  been  mislaid,  or  I  foar  lost  in 
the  bustle  of  moving  papera  firom  hence  so  frequent^ 
as  haa  been  done,  to  place  them  without  the  reach  of 
the  enemy  during  the  war.  I  will  again  examine  and 
endeavor  to  recover  the  affidavit,  and  will  forward  the 
same  to  the  Department  of  State  aa  soon  aa  it  shall  be 
recovered. 

Very  respectftilly,  I  am,  air,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  GRIFFIN. 

JoHir  Gbabak,  Esq., 
Department  of  State,  Washington. 


Sketch  of  Plunder,  by  Admiral  Coekbum  and  his 
qfficers,  on  St.  S^mon*s  Jslandf  during  his  late  visit 
tkere. 

[From  the  Savannah  Republican.] 

Major  Butler^-Tvro  hundred  negroes ;  ten  bales  ol 
cotton ;  a  quantity  of  seed  cotton ;  his  iron,  new  and 
oU  ;  leather,  tanned  and  half  tanned;  stock  of  wine, 
liquors,  soap,  candlea,  and  poultry ;  plate,  and  stock- 
buckle,  stolen  by  an  officer  named  Horton. 

John  Couper — Eighty  negroes,  forty-eight  of  them 
prime  fellows,  some  of  them  tradesmen  ;  ton  bales  of 
cotton. 

Dr.  Grant— One  negro  woman ;  four  bales  cotton ; 
all  hie  furniture  destroyed;  gins  spoiled  in  trying  to 

gin  cotton. 

A.  C,  Wyl^^— Forty-six  of  the  pruaeatofhisDcgi^* » 

no  cotton. 
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J.  jff.  OeeJhoe — ^Eldvea  negioM ;  a  ptir  of  ranm,  uid 
|wii  of  a  bonrel  of  flour,  ctoien  by  Lieatenaot  DoThieny. 

W,  MchttoBh — FiTo  negroeo ;  twelve  baleo  ginoed 
and  some  nngiimed  cotton. 

James  MamiHon — One  hnndred  and  eighty-two  ne- 
groes ;  only  one  old  man  left  on  hie  place,  and  he  mad ; 
twenty-five  bales  cotton — abont  eighteen  ginned  by 
diemselves ;  all  his  plantation  stores,  medicines,  tools, 
paint  pots,  old  iron,  and  gin  boxes ;  some  handsaw 
files,  pocketed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Ramsay ; 
carpet,  libraiy,  and  a  pair  of  pistols,  stolen  by  Cole, 
who  commanded  the  land  forces ;  a  beantilul  fowling 
piece  stolen  by  Horton,  the  same  officer  who  stole 
Major  Butler's  spoons  and  stock-buckle. 

E,  Maitheum — ^Twenty-eix  negroes;  seven  bales 
cotton. 

ifrv.  Braikfoird — ^Hoose  broken  open,  and  robbed 
by  a  boat's  crew  under  command  of  a  Lieutenant 
Grant  some  of  Mrs.  Brailslbrd's  and  Mn.  Troup's 
dothea  were  bought  for  ten  dollara  from  the  thievet  by 
Lieutenant  Lo^e,  commanding  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's brig  Manly. 

Mr.  ANwtt — ^Although  they  made  headquarten  of 
hb  house  and  lived  on  him  only  now  and  then,  bring- 
ing in  some  plundered  motion,  poultry,  flour  and  liquor, 
kwt  the  oontenta  of  his  store  and  had  the  quickdlver 
acraped  from  the  back  of  all  the  broken  looking  glaates 
in  the  house. 

In  secret  session — 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representaiives, 
entitled  "An  act  tor  the  protection  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  Statea  against  the  Algerine 
cruisers,"  was  read  the  third  time. 

On  the  questioni  Shall  this  bill  pass  7  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  27,  nays  2, 
as  follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Brown,  Chace, 
Daggett,  Dana,  Fromentin,  Gaillard,  Giles,  Gore,Hor- 
Hey,  Hunter,  Kerr,  King,  Laoock,  Morrow,  Robinson, 
Smith,  Talbot,  Tait,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Turner,  Yar- 
num,!  Wells,  and  Wharton. 

Hats — ^Messrs.  Goldsborongh  and  Lambert. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
notify  the  House  of  Representatives,  confiden- 
tially, that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  said  bill. 

Otderedf  That  Messrs.  Fromshtin  and  Golds- 
BOROUQH  be  the  committee. 


Friday,  March  3. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  entitled 
''An  act  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment 
of  the  United  Slates."  They  have  passed  a  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a  sum  not 
exceeding  eighteen  millions  four  hundred  and 
'fifty-two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars;''  in 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  mentioned  was  read  three  times 
hy  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

The  Stoate  proceeded  to  consider  their  amend- 
ments disagreed  to  b?  the  Houae  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act  fixing  the  Mili- 
tarr  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States." 
Whereupon,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Giles, 


Resolved,  That  theT  iusist  thereon. 

Mr.  Giles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
'^An  act  concerning  invalid  pensionera,"  reported 
it  with  amendments,  which  were  conaidered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  President  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed 1  it  was  determined  in  the  aflSrmative. 

The  amendments  to  the  last  mentioned  bill 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correct- 
ly engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  by  unanimous  consent;  and  was  fur- 
ther amended  by  consent* 

Resolved^  That  this  bill  pass  wiih  ameadments. 


A  message  from  the  House  of  Repveaeatativei 

informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  oa 
their  disagreement  to,  and  ask  a  conference  on, 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  **An  act  fixiuf 
the  Militarv  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United 
States;  and  have  appointed  managers  on  their 
part.  They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
authorizing  the  purchase  of  vessels  captured  on 
Lake  Champlain:''  in  which  bill  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  last  mentioned  bill  was  read  three  tisMi 
by  unanimous  consent  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gilcs, 

Resdhed,  That  the  Senate  a|[rec  to  the  con- 
ference proposed  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  on  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  esd- 
tled  ''An  act  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Bstablish- 
ment  of  the  Unitd  States." 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Giles,  SMiTB,attd  Knra 
be  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*Aa 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  propertjr  lost^ 
captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,'*  to- 
gether with  the  amendments  proposed  thereto. 

Mr.  Varmum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair, 
and  the  bill  haviufr  been  amended,  the  Presideac 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  it  was  reported  to  the 
House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  beea- 
grossed  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amend* 
ed  7  it  was  determined  ia  the  affirnMtive. 

The  amendments  to  the  last  mentioned  bill 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correetlr 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  timeas  ameod* 
ed,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Retoltedy  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendroeots. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  making  an  additional  ap- 
propriation for  the  service  of  the  year  1815 ;''  lo 
which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
read  three  times  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comminee  of  the 
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Whole,  the  consideratioD  of  the  bill,  entitled  *^Aii 
act  to  Test  more  effectoaliy  io  the  State  courtSi 
and  in  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States, 
iarisdiction  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned^'  and 
Mr.  Varnum  was  requested  to  take  the  Chair; 
and  the  bill  having  been  amended,  the  President 
resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Variiuii  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House  aecordinglf . 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  amendment  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed ?  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmatire. 

The  amendment  to  the  last  mentioned  bill  bar- 
ings been  reported  by  the  oomminee  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as  amend- 
ed, by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed  with  an 
amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  Committee  on 
Naral  Affairs,  who  were  instructed,  by  the  reso- 
lution of  the  6th  of  January,  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  esiablishing  a  Naval  school,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 
On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait.  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  G^eorge  P.  Stephenson,  and  others^  mer- 
chants and  ship-owners  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Tait,  the  Committee  on 
I9aval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  a  number  of  midshipmen  in  the  United 
States'  Navy,  against  the  appointment  of  sailing- 
masters  to  be  lieutenants,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Cbbistopbbb 
Gore,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  L^islature  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Masaachuaetts,  tor  the  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March  next,  were  read,  and  laid  on  file. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
Todd:"  a  bill,  enUtled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  Eastern  Branch  Bridge  Companvj"  also,  the 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  tke  Board  of 
Navy  Commissioners  to  appoint  clerks ;"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  coneurrenee  of  the  Senate. 

The  three  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and 
P^»ed  to  the  second  reading*     . 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
Eastern  Branch  Bridge  Company,"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  consid- 
ered as  in  Commitlee  c£  the  Whole,  and  passed 
to  a  third  reading;  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time,  by  unanimous  consent^  and  passed. 

The  bilL  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  Board 

of  Navy  Commissioners  to  appoint  clerks,'*  was 

read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 

;  miitee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  to  a  third  read- 

I  log;  sod  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  by  unan- 

>  imoQs  consent,  and  passed. 

I  The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Todd,''  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and,  on  motion  bv  Mr.  La- 
cook,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to  the  fourth  day  of  Alarcb  next. 


RETALIATINO  8T8TEM . 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
1  itions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Mesnage  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  86th  of 
September  last,  respecting  the  unauthorized  mode 
of  warfare  adopted  by  the  enemv,  on  the  plea  of 
retaliation,  made  a  report  i  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  report  of  the  committee  is  as  follows: 

That,  ahhongh  the  war  has  hapiHly  terminated,  they 
deem  it  important  to  rescue  the  American  Government 
from  unworthy  imputations,  with  whi^  it  has  been 
aesaUed  during  its  progress.  They  have,  therefore, 
endesTored  to  tscertain,  whether  die  destruction  of 
York,  in  Upper  Canada,  and  the  other  cases  assumed 
by  our  late  enemy,  as  authorising  a  departure  from  the 
settled  rules  of  civilised  warfare,  were  of  a  character  to 
justify  or  extenuate  their  conduct. 

The  result  of  the  inquiries  of  the  committee,  mani- 
festing to  the  world  that  the  plea  which  has  been  ad- 
vanced for  the  destruction  of  the  American  Caphol, 
and  the  plunder  of  private  property,  is  without  founda- 
tion, will  be  found  In  the  communications  of  the  Sec- 
retaries of  the  Departments  ef  War  end  NsTy,  snd  of 
General  Dearborn,  commander  of  the  American  forces, 
in  the  attack  on  Totk,  herewith  submitted. 

Dsf  ABTMsvT  or  Statb,  Feb.  28»  1816. 

8iB :  I  have  had  the  hoaor  to  receive  your  letter,  re- 
queetiag,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Bel^ 
ttoBs,  any  information  which  this  Department  possssssa, 
relative  to  the  misconduct  that  has  been  imputed  Io  the 
American  troops  in  Upper  Canada  during  the  late  vrar, 
and  in  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  char- 
ges appear  to  be  confined  to  three:  1st,  the  alleged 
burning  of  York ;  3d,  the  burning  of  Newark ;  end  9d, 
the  burning  of  the  Indian  tiUs^s,  usually  called  the 
Moravian  towns 

1st.  The  burning  of  York,  or  of  any  of  its  pubhe 
edifices^  or  at  any  its  private  houses,  has  never  been 
presented  to  the  view  of  the  American  Goremment  bj 
Its  own  officers,  as  matter  of  information ;  and  it  never 
wss  eihibited  by  the  British  Government,  or  any  of 
its  offioen,  as  matter  of  complaint,  until  it  was  asswted 
in  the  address  of  the  Governor  in  Chief  to  the  Provincial 
Pasiiament  of  Canada,  en  the  94th  of  January,  1816» 
"  thaty  as  ajttst  retribution,  the  proud  Capitol  at  Wash- 
ington has  experienced  a  similar  fate  to  that  iniiioted  by 
an  Ameiican  foreeon  the  Seat  of  Government  in  Upper 
Canada."  This  aasertion  having  led  Io  an  inquny,! 
am  enabled,  from  official  documents  and  general  in* 
ftnnailien»  to  state  the  foUowmg  frets  of  the  ease^  for 
the  information  of  the  committee. 

The  town  of  Yock  in  Upper  Canada  was  taken  by 
the  AaMrican  Army»  under  the  command  of  General 
Dearborn,  on  the  37th  of  April  1818,  and  it  was  evaeu* 
aled  on  the  succeeding  1st  of  May ;  although  it  was 
again  visited  for  a  day,  by  an  American  squadron^ 
under  the  command  of  Commodore  Chsnnc^»  on  the 
4th  of  August  At  the  time  of  the  capture,  the  Britiah 
troops  on  their  retrsat  set  fire  to  their  msgaaine,  and 
great  injury  was  done  by  the  explosion  to  property,  as 
well  as  to  persons,  within  the  range  of  its  affects.  At 
the  time  of  the  capture,  as  well  as  at  tba  Ume  of  Com* 
Bsodore  Channcey's  visit,  the  public  stores  wereeensd, 
and  the  pnUic  storehouses  were  destroyed ;  imt  the 
destruction  of  pubUo  edifices  for  civd  uses,  or  of  pii* 
vale  pfoperty ,  waa  not  only  unauthenaed,  ^t  PoeiUvely 
forbidden,  by  the  American  commandeis;  nad  it  i0 
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understood  that  bo  privrnte  houo  wm  diwtioyod  bj  the 
American  troopc.  It  haa  recently,  however,  appeared, 
that  a  poUic  bui/dtng  of  little  Tslae,  called  the  Parlia- 
ment Houae,  (not  the  Government  Houie,)  in  which 
it  ia  aaid  that  an  American  acaip  waa  foand  aa  a  part  of 
the  decoration  of  the  8peaker*a  Chair,  had  been  bnnit ; 
whether  it  waa  ao,  and  if  it  waa,  whether  it  waa  an  ac- 
cidental oonaequence  of  the  confnaion,  in  which  the  ex- 
plosion of  the  magaxine  involved  the  town,  or  the  nn- 
autfioriaed  act  of  some  exasperated  individual,  haa  not 
been  ascertained.  The  silence  of  the  military  and 
civil  officers  of  the  Provincial  Government  of  Canada 
aeems  to  indicate,  that  the  transaction  waa  not  deemed, 
when  it  occurred,  a  canae  either  lor  retaliation  or  re- 
proach. 

Sd.  The  burning  of  Newark,  adjacent  to  Port  George, 
occurred  on  the  10th  of  December,  1813.  The  act  waa 
vindicated  by  the  American  General,  afe  neceasaiy  tn 
hia  military  operations ;  but  as  soon  as  the  American 
Government  heard  of  it,  inatructiona,  dated  the  6th  of 
January,  1814,  were  given  by  the  Department  of  War, 
to  Major  General  Wilkinson,  '*  to  disavow  the  conduct 
of  the  officer  who  committed  it,  and  to  transmit  to  Gov- 
ernor Prevosta  copy  of  the  order  under  color  of  which 
that  officer  had  adted."  This  diMvowal  waa  accord- 
ingly communicated,  and  on  the  lOth  of  Pebruary, 
1814,  Governor  Prevost  answered,  '*  that  it  had  been 
with  great  satiifaction  he  had  received  the  aasurance, 
that  the  perpetration  of  the  burning  of  the  town  of 
Newark  waa  both  unauUiorised  by  the  American  Gov- 
ernment and  abhorrent  to  every  American  feeling; 
^at  if  any  outragea  had  enaued  the  wanton  and  un- 
justifiable destruction  of  Newark,  passing  the  bounds 
of  just  retaliation,  they  were  to  be  attributed  to  the 
influence  of  irritoted  passions,  on  the  pert  of  the  unfor- 
tunate suffinera  by  that  event,  which,  in  a  stete  of  ac- 
tive warfare,  it  had  not  been  possible  altogether  to  re- 
strain, and  that  it  waa  as  little  oongenial  to  the  dispo- 
sition of  His  Majesty's  Government,  aa  it  waa  to  that 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  deliberately 
to  adopt  any  plan  of  policy  which  had  for  ito  object 
the  devaatotion  of  private  property.'* 

But  the  diaavowal  of  the  American  Government  waa 
aot  the  only  expiation  of  the  unauthorised  oibnce  com- 
mitted by  ite  officer ;  for,  the  Britiah  Government  un- 
dertook itself  to  redress  the  wrong.  A  fow  days  after 
the  burning  of  Newark,  the  British  and  Indian  troopa 
creased  the  Niagara  for  thia  purpose;  they  surprised 
and  seised  Port  Niagara ;  they  burnt  the  villages  of 
Lewistown,  Manchester,  Tusearora.  Buflalo,  and 
Black  Rock,  deaolating  the  whole  of  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier, and  diaperaing  the  inhabitanta,  in  the  extremity  of 
the  Winter.  8ir  George  Prevost  himself  appears  to 
have  been  aatisfied  with  the  vengeance  that  had  been 
inflicted ;  and,  in  his  proclamation  of  the  ISth  of  Jan- 
uary, 1814^  he  expressly  declared,  that  for  the  burn- 
ing of  Newark,  **  the  opportunity  of  poniahment  .had 
oeeuned ;  that  a  foil  measure  of  retahation  had  taken 
place,  and  that  it  was  not  hia  intention  to  pursue  for- 
Iher  a  aystem  of  wariare  ao  revoldng  to  hb  own  feel* 
ings,  and  so  little  congenial  to  the  Britiah  character, 
imloM  the  foture  measures  of  Uie  enemy  should  compel 
lum  again  to  reaort  to  it"  With  his  answer  to  Major 
General  Wilkinaon,  which  has  been  already  noticed, 
he  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  proclamation,  **  aa  ex- 
pressive  of  the  determination  aa  to  hia  future  line  of 
conduct,"  and  added,  «*that  he  waa  hsppy  to  learn 
that  there  waa  no  probability  that  any  mesaurea,  on  the 
part  of  the  American  Government,  would  oblige  him 
to  depart  from  it." 


ad.  The  places  usuallv  called  the  Monvinn  towM, 
were  mere  collections  of  Indian  hute  and  <^Kfn«,  un  the 
river  Retrench  or  Thames,  not  probehly  worth,  in  the 
whole,  one  thousand  dollars.  The  Indiana  who  inlub> 
ited  them,  among  whom  were  some  notoriously  hostile 
to  the  United  States,  had  made  incursions  the  most 
cruel  into  their  territory.  When,  therefore,  the  Amer- 
ican Army  under  General  Harriaon  invaded  Canada 

on  the of 1818,  the  hute  and  cnhins  of  the 

hostile  Indians  were  desboyed.  But  this  apedss  of 
wariare  has  been  invariably  pursued,  by  evwj  nslioB 
engsged  in  war  with  the  Indmne  of  the  American  cen- 
tinent.  However  it  may  be  regretted  on  the  aeon  of 
humanity,  it  appeals  to  be  the  neeeasarj  aaeansof 
averting  the  still  grsaler  ralamities  of  savage  humtHitim ; 
and  it  ia  believed  that  theoccuzienee  wonM  never  have 
been  made  the  subject  of  a  charge  agaiimt  Che  Ameri- 
can troopa,  if  the  foct  had  not  been  miaieprsetnted  or 
misunderstood.  Many  people  at  home,  and  moat  peo- 
ple abroad,  have  been  led  to  suppose  that  the  Motaviaa 
towns  were  the  peaceable  eettlemente  of  a  religiov 
aect  of  Chriotians,  and  not  the  abode  of  a  ho^Ie  trte 
of  aavages.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  William  W.  Bibb, 

Chairman  Com.  of  Foreign  RekOionM. 


Natt  DxTAnTMBirr,  Fe&.  18,  1815. 
8iB :  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the 
mittee  of  the  Senate,  communicated  to  me  by  yoer 
note  of  the  14th  current,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit 
to  you,  herewith,  extracto  from  the  letters  of  Commo- 
dore Chauncey  to  the  Secretarj  of  the  Navy,  on  ths 
subject  of  destroying  the  public  store-honaee  and  stores 
at  York,  in  Upper  Canada,  and  which  ia  all  the  inibr- 
mation  in  thia  Department  on  that  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  lespeOfuUy,  sir,  your 
obidient  eervant, 

B.  W.  CR0WNIN8HIELD. 
Hon.  Wk.  W.  Bibb, 

Chairman  CommiUee^  4«. 


Esiraei  of  a  Uiter/rom  Commodore  loaae  Chmunetjf 
to  th€  SeertUary  of  the  Naow,  doUdog  York.  CT.  C, 
April  SO,  1813. 

*•  The  enemy  aet  fire  to  aome  of  his  principal  stoieB, 
containing  large  quantities  of  naval  and  mfliteiy 
atores,  as  well  as  a  large  ahip  upon  the  stocks,  asaily 
finished." 


Firom  the  same  to  the  oiume^  dated  og  iVSi^gara, 
Aagyat  4, 1813. 

<'In  the  evening  of  the  30th  ultimo,  we  wetghsd 
and  stood  for  York,  srrived  and  anchored  in  thai  har- 
bor, at  about  3  P.  M. ;  on  the  31at  ran  the  adiooBsn 
into  the  upper  herbor,  landed  the  marinee  and  aoUion 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  doott,  without  oppon- 
tion ;  found  several  hundred  barrels  of  flour  and  pi^ 
visions  in  the  public  store-houses,  five  pieces  of  csa- 
non,  eleven  boate,  and  a  quantity  of  shot,  ahelle,  uA 
other  stores ;  sll  which  waa  either  destroyed  or  brongkt 
awsy.  On  the  first  instant,  after  having  received  oa 
board  all  that  the  veesels  could  take,  I  directed  the  bsr- 
racks  and  the  public  store-houees  to  be  burned.  We 
then  re-embarked  the  men,  and  proceeded  to  thii 
place,  where  I  arrived  yesterday." 
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BEnkTUm 


Letter  from  Gen.  Henry  Dearborn  to  tke  Honorable 
JoHpk  B.  Yoamufa^  a  member  of  the  Senate. 

Bo«Tov,  October  17,  1814. 

Dbab  8ib:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  11th  in- 
sftaot,  I  Msnre  you,  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  tbet 
no  public  or  privete  buildings  were  burned  or  destroyed 
by  the  troops  under  my  command,  at  York,  in  Tipper 
Canada,  excepting  two  block-houses,  and  one  or  two 
afaede  belonging  to  the  Navy  Yard.  I  placed  a  strong 
guard  in  the  town,  with  positive  orders  to  prevent  any 
plunder  or  depredation  on  the  inhabiUnU;  and,  when 
leaving  the  place,  a  letter  was  received  from  Judge 
SooU,  chief  justice  of  the  superior  court,  in  which  he 
expressed  his  thanks  lor  the  humane  treatment  the 
inhabitants  had  experienced  from  our  troops,  and  for 
my  particnlar  attention  to  the  safety  of  their  persons 
sind  property.  A  frigate  on  the  stocks,  and  a  large 
store-house  containing  their  naval  stores,  were  set  on 
fire  by  the  enemy  subsequent  to  their  offer  of  surren- 
dering the  troops  and  public  property.  Several  of  the 
most  valuable  public  buildings,  connected  with  their 
principal  military  positions,  were  destroyed  by  the 
exploffion  of  their  magazine,  which  proved  so  fatal  to 
our  troops ;  and  although  there  were  strong  provoca- 
tion* for  burning  or  destroying  the  town,  nothing  of 
the  kind  took  place  more  than  I  have  already  men* 
tioned,  either  by  the  army  or  navy. 

Yours,  with  respectful  esteem, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  JosBf  ■  B.  Vabvuk. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  six  o'clock  in  the 
€Tening. 

Six  o^dock  in  the  evening. 

A  message  from  the  Hoase  of  Represeo  tali  res 
informed  the  Senate  that  they  hare  concarred  in 
the  report  of  the  coromittee  of  coDfereoce  in  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
snents  to  the  bill,  entitled  "^An  act  fixing  the  Mil- 
itary Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States," 
and  that  the  bill  be  amended  accordingly. 

Mr.  GiLSs,  from  the  managers  at  the  coofer- 
ence  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^Ad  act 
fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,"  made  tne  following  report : 

^  That,  after  due  consideration  of  the  various  ques> 
tiona  involved  therein,  they  have  agreed  to  recommend 
to  the  adoption  of  the  Senate  and  House  at  Repre- 
aentativee  the  following  modification : 

That  the  Senate  recede  from  the  first  amendment 
proposed  to  the  hill. 

That,  in  lieu  of  the  second  amendment  popoeed, 
the  two  Houses  agree  to  substitute  the  word  ten,  ht 
the  word  Jlfteea* 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  all  the  other  amendments  pro- 
posed by  Uie  Senate. 

That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  amendment  to 
the  title. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
report ;  and,  having  agreed  to  the  first  member 
thereof,  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second 
member,  to  substitute  the  word  ten  (or  Jjfteenj  it 
was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  15,  nays 
8,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barry,  Bibb,  Chace,  Dag- 


gett, Giles,  Gore,  King,  Lambert,  Monow,  Talbot,  Tait, 
Thompson,  Turner,  and  Wharton. 

NAva— Messrs.  Brown,  Dana,  Promentin,  OaiUaid. 
Laoock»  Smith,  Varnum,  and  Wells. 

And  the  other  members  of  the  report  having 
been  agreed  to.  It  was  Beeohed,  That  the  Senate 
concur  in  the  report,  and  that  the  bill  be  amended 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Dagobtt  presented  the  memorial  oif  Rob« 
ert  Sewall,  praying  compensation  for  the  loss  and 
destruction  oi  propert^r  m  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, by  the  enemy,  which  was  occasioned  by  hav* 
inghis  hoQse  converted  into  a  military  fortressi 
as  is  stated  in  the  memorial;  which  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bibb,  the  Committee  oo 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
recommending  a  declaration  of  war,  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  ai^ainst  the  Dey  and  R^ncy  of  Al- 
giers, were  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof 

On  motion  J)y  Mr.  Dana. 

Reeolvedf  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be 
removed  respecting  the  proceedings  on  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  recom- 
mending a  declaration  of  war  by  the  United  States 
against  the  Dey  and  Regency  of  Algiers,  and  on 
the  bill, entitled  ''An  act  for  the  protection  of  the 
commerce  of  the  United  Sutes  against  the  Alge* 
rine  cruisers." 

[For  these  proceedings,  see  February  23,  and 
March  1  and  2,  ante.} 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  hill,  entitled 
^'An  act  making  anpropriations  for  the  sopport  of 
the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year  1815,'* 
reported  it  with  amendments,  which  were  read, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and,  having  been  agreed  to,  the  President  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  accordingly. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  as 
amended  7  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  amendments  to  the  last  mentioned  hill 
having  been  reported  by  the  committee  correctly 
engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Ruolaed^  That  this  bill  pass  with  amendments. 

Oo  motion,  by  Mr.  VAaifUM,  the  Committee  on 
the  Militia  of  the  United  States,  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Sutes,  of  the  20th  February,  as  re- 
lates to  the  militia,  were  discharged  from  tne  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Whabton  presented  a  petition  signed  by 
a  great  number  of  the  inhabiUnts  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  remonstrating  against  the  transporta- 
tion and  opening  of  the  maifon  the  Sabbath ;  and 
the  petition  wa:i  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  agree  to 
some,  and  disagree  to  other  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize 
the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States." 
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The<8eDate  prooMd«d  to  aoMider  tkeir  auead- 
ments  to  the  last  mentioned  bill,  which  hftTO  been 
diangreed  to  bjr  the  Hoase  of  Repreeeiuatives. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Kimo,  that  the  forther  con- 
sideration thereof  be  postponed  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March  instant,  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  12,  nays  9,  as  follows: 

TsAS— Messrs.  Bibb,  Dsggett,  Dsns,  Gsillsrd,  Ch^ds- 
borovgh.  Gore,  King,  Lambert,  Tail,  Thompson,  Tar- 
ner,  and  Vsmam. 

Nats— Mesfis.  Bsrboar,  Bany,  Brswn,  Chaoi^  Lap 
cock.  Morrow.  Bmilb,  Talbot,  and  Wharton. 

A  message  from  the  Hoose  of  Representatrres 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  resolation  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  notify  him  of  the  intended  recess,  and 
have  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part,  in 
which  they  reqnest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resola- 
tion last  mentioned,  and  concurred  therein. 

Ordered^  That  Messrs.  Chaos  and  Barbour 
be  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Chace  reported,  from  the  joint  committee, 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  rresident  of  the 


United  Statca,  who  infonnfd  them  that  he  had 
no  forther  eommonieatioD  to  make  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress; 

Mr.  Kino  aobmitled  the  followiog  resolotioo, 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading 

XeMohed,  That  the  sum  of  three  bandied  doDsis  bs 
advanced  oat  of  the  contingent  fimd  to  Samuel  Tarasr, 
John  6.  McDonald,  and  X«ewis  H.  Macheo,  dedks  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  SenalSv  to  each  of 
them,  respectively,  lor  their  sernoss  4azii^  the  car- 
rent  jesr. 

On  the  foestion,  Shall  this  leeolvtioA  be  bow 
read  the  second  timet  it  wae  objeeted  to  by  Mr. 
VAAHvif  aa  against  the  role. 

A  message  from  the  Ionise  of  Repreeentativct 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House,  haTing  fia- 
ished  the  business  before  them,  are  about  to  ad- 
journ. 

Ordered,  That  the  Seerdary  inform  theHoo« 
of  Repreaentatives  that  the  Senate,  having  finish- 
ed the  Legislative  busineas  before  them,  are  aboot 
to  adjourn. 

Whereupon,  the  Preaident  adjourned  the  Senate 
without  day. 


PSOG£fiDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


OV  TBS 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  THIRD  SESSION  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY  OF 

WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  19,  1814. 


Monday,  September  19, 1814. 

This  beins;  the  day  appointed  hj  proclamatioD 
of  the  President  of  the  united  States,  dated  on 
the  8th  day  of  August,  1814,  for  the  meeting  of 
Congress,  Lakodoxi  Chetbs,  the  Speaker,  Pat- 
rick Magrdder,  the  Clerk,  and  toe  following 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  ap- 
peared, and  took  their  seats,  to  wit : 

JFrom  New  HampMrt — ^Roger  Y ose. 
From  MdnaehuietU — Elijah  Brigham,  Wiliiam  Ely, 
Le'vi  Hubhsrdf  Cyrus  King,  Nathaniel  Rng|^,  and 
Artemas  Ward. 

From  Connedieut — ^Epaphroditus  Chaaipiott,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  Jonathan  0.  Moseiey,  and  Lewis  B. 
Sturges. 

From  Yermoni— William  C.  Bradley,  James  Fisk, 
Richard  Skinner,  William  Strong,  and  Charles  Rich. 

From  New  York — Daniel  Atctj,  Alexander  Boyd, 
OliTer  C.  Comstoek,  Peter  Denoyelles,  Jonathan  Fisk, 
Jamea  Geddes,  Thomas  P.  Ofosrenor,  Moss  Kent, 
John  LoTott,  Jaeob  Markall,  Hosea  Moffit,  Thomas  J. 
Oftkley,  Jotham  Poet,  jr.,  and  Ebeneier  Sage. 

From  PewuryAMifius— William  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Robert  mown,  John  Oonard,  Roger  Davis, 
Charlee  J.  IngerM>Il,  Samnel  D.  Inghun,  Jared  Irwin, 
Aaron  Lyie,  William  Piper,  John  Bea,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  Adamson  Tanaehill,  Daniel  Udree,  and  Thomas 
Wilson. 

JFVom  Delaware — ^Thomas  Cooper. 

From  Maryland — Stevenson  Archer,  Alexander  C. 
Hanson,  Joseph  Kent,  and  Philip  Stoart 

From  Virginia — ^Thomas  M.  Bayly,  William  A. 
Burwell,  Hugh  Caperton,  John  W.  Eppes,  Thomas 
Gholsony  Peterson  Gtoodwyn,  Aylet  Hawes,  John  Kerr, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  William  McCoy,  Thomas  Newton, 
Jamea  Pleasants,  jr.,  John  Roane,  John  Smith,  and 
Francis  White. 

From  NoHh  Car««i'na— Willis  Alston,  John  Cnl- 
peper,  Peter  Fomev,  WilUun  Gaston,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
oon,  William  H.  Murfrse,  Joseph  Pearson,  Ridiard 
Staiifoid,and  Baitlett  Yaneey. 

From  South  Corolma— Langdon  Cheves,  (fihpeaker,) 
David  R.  Evans,  Samuel  Farrow,  Theodore  Gourdin, 
and  Thomas  Kershaw. 

From  Oeorgia — ^Alfred  Cuthbert  and  John  Fomth. 

From  KenUuhf — James  Clarke,  Joseph  H.  E(aw- 
kina,  Joseph  Deeha,  Riohaid  M.  Johnson,  Thomas 
Montgoneiy,  Stephen  Ormaby,  and  Solomon  P.  Sfaaipt 


Ftom  Tennestefr— John  H.  Bowen,  Thomas  K.  Haiw 
ris,  Peiry  W.  Humphreys,  John  Rhea,  and  John 
Sevier. 

From  (NUo—4ohn  Alexander,  James  CaMweU,Wil» 
liam  Creighton,  jr.,  and  John  McLean. 

A  quorum,  consisting  of  a  majority  of  tha 
whole  House,  being  present,  a  committee  waa 
appointed,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  join  such 
committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  tha 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  tne  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  aonorom  of  the  two 
Houses  is  assembled,  and  r^ay  to  receive  any 
communications  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  make 
to  them  \  and  Mr.  Macon  and  Mr.  Oaklry  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  Philip  P.  Barrouv, 
elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  John  Dawson,  one  of  the  members  from 
the  State  of  Virginia^  also  appeared,  produced  hia 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  bis  seat. 

William  Lattimore,  the  delegate  from  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hou^e 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  assembled,  and 
that  they  are  ready  to  proceed  to  business.  They 
have  appointed  a  committee,  on  their  part,  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  this  House,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  that  a  quorum  of 
the  two  Houses  is  assembled,  and  ready  to  re* 
ceive  any  communications  he  may  be  pleased  to 
make  to  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  the 
Clerk  was  directed  to  procure  newspapers  from 
any  number  of  offices  that  the  members  may  elect 
provided,  that  the  expense  thereof  do  not  exceed 
the  price  of  three  daily  papers. 

Tuesday,  September  20. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit :  From  Bdasstr 
ehuseUs,  Laban  Wbeaton,  Jobn  Rbep,  and 
William  Baylies;  from  Pennsylvania,  William 
Crawford,  and  Isaac  Gripp'W}  from  Virginia, 
John  Q.  Jackson  ;  from  North  Carolina,  m»t 
SHACK  Franklin  ;  from  Oeorgt*,  Uollino  Hali^ 
GsoRoe  M.  Troop,  and  William  Ba^rnett  ;  ana 
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from  Kentucky,  Samuel  McKbe  ;  appeared,  and 
took  their  seats. 

Jonathan  Jenninob.  the  delegate  from  the 
Territory  of  Indiana,  also  appeared  and  took  his 

-seat. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that  a  qaoram  of  the  two  Houses  was 
assembled  and  ready  to  reeeire  any  communica- 
tions he  might  be  pleased  to  make  to  them,  re- 
ported that  they  had  performed  that  duty,  and 
the  President  answered  he  would  make  a  com- 
munication to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  to-day 
at  twelre  o'clock. 

A  Message  was  then  receired  from  the  Pbbsi- 
DBNT  OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  [For|his  Message, 
see  Senate  proceedings  of  this  date,  caUe  page  12.] 

Weoneboay,  September  21. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Geobob  Bbadburt  ;  from  Rhode  Islaiid, 
BiOHARD  Jackson,  junior;  from  Pennsylvania, 
William  Findlet  and  Edwabo  Crouch  ;  from 
Maryland^BABLES  Gk>L0SB0B0UOH ;  from  North 
Carolina,  William  R.  Kino;  from  South  Caro- 
lina, Datid  B.  EvANd  and  John  J.  Chappell  ; 
and  from  Georgia,  Thomas  Telpaib  ;  appeared, 
and  took  their  seats. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fibk,  of  Vermont,  the  House 
proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  the  Standing 
C/ommittees,  pursuant  to  the  rules  and  orders  of 
the  House ;  and  the  following  were  appointed : 

Committee  of  Way  and  Meant, — ^Mr.  Eppes, 
Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Archer,  Mr.  Oakley, 
Mr.  Gaston,  Mr.  Creij^bton,  and  Mr.  Ingham. 

CommUteeof  Electvme. — Mr.  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Mr*  Goldsborough,  Mr.  Vose,  Mr.  Comstock,  Mr. 
Anderson,  Mr.  Alston,  and  Mr.  Harris. 

Committee  of  Commerce  and  Idanufojcturee. — 
Mr.  Newton.  Mr.  Seybert,  Mr.  Murfree,  Mr. 
Jackson  of  Riiode  Island,  Mr.  Baylies,  Mr.  Gour- 
din,  and  Mr.  Ruggles. 

Convmiitee  qfUaima. — ^Mr.  Yancey,  Mr.  Sharp^ 
Mr.  Goodwyn,  Mr.  Davenport,  Mr.  Alexander, 
Mr.  Bard,  and  Mr.  Boyd. 

CommUteefor  the  District  of  Columbia. — Mr. 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  Crawford,  Mr. 
Pearson,  Mr.  Bradley,  Mr.  White,  and  Mr.  De- 
Doyelles. 

Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. — Mr.  McKee, 
Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Moseley, 
Mr.  Geddes,  Mr.  Irwin,  and  Mr.  McCoy. 

Committee  on  the  Poet  Office  and  Poet  JKoade.-^ 
Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Lyle,  Mr.  Brigham, 
Mr.  Bay! V,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  nail,  and  Mr.  Rich. 

Committee  on  Peneione  and  Revohaionary 
Claims. — Mr.  Chappell,  Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Sage,  Mr.  Bly,  Mr.  Wil- 
cox, and  Mr.  Conard. 

Committee  on  Public  Expendituree.'-^'NLT.  Ma- 
con, Mr«  Findley,  Mr.  Champion,  Mr.  King  of 


North  Carolina,  Mr.  Kent  of  New  York,  Mr. 
Hawkins,  and  Mr.  Caldwell. 

Committee  qfRemeal  and  Unfimeked  Bunneu. 
Mr.  Stanford,  Mr.  Wbeaion,and  Mr.  Bradliory. 

Committee  of  Accounts. — Mr.  Kershaw.  Mr. 
Barnett,  and  Mr.  John  Reed. 

Committee  on  the  Judiciary. — ^Mr.  Ingersoll, 
Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Telfair,  Mr.  Starees,  Mr. 
Cooper,  Mr.  Fisk  of  Vermont,  and  Mr.  Kvaas. 

THE  PRESIDENTS  MESSAGE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and,  afier 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose  aod 
reported  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
concurred  in  by  the  House: 

1.  Besolved^  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
the  subject  of  foreign  affairs  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee. 

2.  Eesolvedf  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
our  Military  Establishment  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

3.  Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
our  Naval  Establishment  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

4.  Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
our  revenue  be  referred  to  the  Committee  ol 
Ways  and  Means. 

5.  Resolved^  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
the  classing  and  disciplining  of  the  militia  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Ingersoll,  Mr. 
Gholson,  Mr.  Grosvenor,  Mr.  Pearson,  and  Mr. 
McLean,  were  appointed  a  committee  pnisnaat 
to  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Troup,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Se« 
vier,  Mr.  Stewart,  Mr.  Lovett,  Mr.  Taanehill,  and 
Mr.  Barbour,  were  apnoioied  a  committee  pursu- 
ant to  the  second  resolution. 

Mr.  Pleasants.  Mr.  Borwell,  Mr.  Sevbert,  Mr. 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Ormsby,  Mr.  Post, 
and  Mr.  Ward,  were  appointed  a  committee  pur- 
suant to  the  third  resolution. 

Mr.  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Cuthbert,  Mr. 
Desha,  Mr.  Hanson,  Mr.  Moseley,  Mr.  Piper,  and 
Mr.  Hubbard,  were  appointed  a  committee  por- 
soant  to  the  fifth  resolution. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Braolbt,  for  consideration : 

Ruohtdt  That,  instead  of  the  Committee  of  Com* 
meroe  sod  Msnafitctare%  there  shall  bo  appointed  two 
standing  conmittoes,  the  one  to  be  sljled  **  a  Coo- 
mittse  of  Coounsroe^"  and  the  other  '*  a  Committee 
of  Msnulsctnrei,"  to  oonaist  of  seven  meml>eis  eeM^ 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 


TauRSDAT,  September  22. 
Several  other  members,  to  wit:   from  New 
Hampshire,  Jbodtbdn  Wilcox  ;  from  New  Je^ 
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sey,  Richard  Stockton;  from  South  Carolina, 
£lia8  Barle;  and  from  Kentaeky,  William  P. 
IDuvALL,  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  Samuel  Dana,  elected 
to  supply  the  Tacancy  occasioned  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  by  the 
resignation  of  William  M.  Richardson,  appeared, 
'was  qualified, and  took  his  seal. 

^  Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Indiana  Territory,  praying  that 
further  time  may  be  given  to  purchasers  of  public 
lands  in  said  Territory,  to  complete  their  pay- 
ments; that  the  price  of  the  public  lands  may  be 
reduced,  and  that  the  quarter  sections  may  be 
subdivided. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  the  said 
Legislature,  to  the  sameefibct  with  the  memorial 
last  stated.— -Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 

Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judicia- 
ry be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  further  provisions,  bylaw,  for  aiding  and 
protecting  the  officers  of  the  customs  in  the  exe- 
cution of  their  official  duties,  and  for  preventing 
intercourse  with  the  enemy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by 
him  yesterday,  to  amend  the  standing  rules  and 
orders,  and  the  same  being  read,  was  again  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Davenport. 

JRenhed^  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Chap- 
lain on  their  j^rt. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  for  consideration : 

lUaohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqnire 
into  the  causes  of  the  captors  of  this  dty  by  the  ene- 
mj ;  ajsch  into  the  manner  in  which  the  poblic  boild- 
ings  and  property  were  destroyed^  and  the  amount  in 
▼aloe  of  the  property,  pnhlic  and  private,  so  destroyed ; 
and  that  they  have  power  to  eend  for  persons  and 
papers. 

Mr.  QoLDSBOROUOH,  of  Maryland,  recommend- 
ed that  the  resolution  might  he  laid  on  the  table. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  blowing  up  of  Fort 
WarburtOD,  and  the  occupation  of  Alexandria  by 
the  enemy,  should  be  included  in  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Johnson  assenting  to  the  proposition,  the 
resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

BURNING  OP  THE  CAPITOL. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Patrick  Magruder,  Clerk  to  this  House,  de- 
tailing the  circumstances  attending  the  destruc- 
tion of  his  office  by  the  enemy  ;  which  was  read, 
and  r^erred  to  Messrs.  Pearson,  Telfair,  Du- 
VALL,  Winter,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Kershaw, 
and  Ebrr« 

The  letter  is  as  follows : 

Clxek's  Omca,  Hotrsi  ov  RxraisivTATivas, 

September  20,  ISH. 

Sim :  Being  compiled  to  leave  home  the  latter  part 
of  Jaly,  for  the  Springs,  on  account  of  indisposition ; 
after  leaving  the  clerks  in  charge  of  the  office,  with 


instructions  as  to  their  official  duties,  end  a  person  in 
charge  of  the  library  of  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  and  airing  the  books,  pursuant  to  the  regula- 
tions thereof;  doring  my  absence,  the  invasion  of  this 
city  waa  effected  by  the  enemy,  and  the  destruction  of 
public  property  by  them,  in  those  departments  imme- 
diately under  my  superintendence,  ensued ;  and,  for 
a  more  particular  detail  of  the  circumstances  attending 
that  disastrons  event,  I  must,  through  you,  refer  to  a 
statement  of  facts  (submitted  in  a  letter  to  me  from 
the  clerks,  who  were  left  in  the  office  after  the  militia 
marched  from  the  District)  to  Uie  House,  with  a  request 
that  a  committee  may  be  railed  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
ves^gating  the  subject-matter  thereof,  and  report  to  the 
House  accordingly ;  and,  also,  that  the  Committee  of 
Accounts  may  be  instructed  to  ascertain,  as  near  as  can 
be,  the  amount  of  moneypaid  on  account  of  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  House,  since  the  first  day  of 
January  last,  by  the  Clerk,  that  he  may  have  credit  for 
the  same  at  the  Treasury,  as  the  public  vouchers  for 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  money  since  that  period 
have  all  been  destroyed  in  the  conflagration  of  the 
Capitol.  Without  the  aid  of  such  an  ascertainment, 
by  a  committee  of  the  House,  justice  cannot  be  done 
to  the  undersigned  or  the  public. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  yours,  dec 

PATRICK  MAORUDBR. 
The  SnAKXB  of  the  HomeofRepe. 

CiTr  OF  WAsaisttTov,  Sept.  16, 1814. 

Sir  :  In  order  to  correct  any  erroneous  statementa 
or  representations  which  may  go,  or  have  gone,  out  to 
the  Dublic,  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  your  office^ 
we  deem  it  our  duty  to  make  the  following  statement 
of  foots : 

At  the  time  you  left  the  dty,  (which  was  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  month  of  July,)  for  the  Springs  in  Virginia 
and  Pennsylvania,  for  the  recovery  of  your  health,  eU 
was  quiet,  and  we  believe  no  fears  were  entertained 
for  the  safety  of  the  seat  of  Government.  Indeed, 
nothing  was  heard  of  the  enemy,  except  lus  maraud* 
ing  parties  in  the  Chesapeake,  and  what  was  seen  in 
the  nevrspapers,  of  troops  being  ordered  from  Europe 
to  America. 

About  the  middle  of  August  it  was  stated  that  the 
enemy  was  in  the  bay,  in  great  force,  and,  on  the  19th 
of  that  month,  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  was  called  out,  under  which  call 
every  clerk  of  the  office  was  taken  into  the  field,  ex- 
cept Mr.  Prost,  and  marched  to  meet  the  enemy. 

On  the  31st,  the  first  of  the  underngned  cleriu  was 
ftirloughed,  by  Brigadier  General  Smith,  at  the  request 
of  Colonel  George  Msgruder,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
turning to  the  ciw,  to  take  care  of,  and  save  such  part 
of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  Clerk's  office,  as  he 
might  be  able  to  effect,  in  case  the  enemy  should  get 
possession  of  the  place ;  he  arrived  here  in  the  night 
of  that  day. 

His  orders  from  Colonel  George  Magruder  were,  not 
to  begin  packing  up  until  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
clerks  at  the  War  Office  were  engaged  in  that  busi- 
ness ;  and  it  was  not  until  12  o'clock,  on  Monday,  the 
22d,  that  we  were  informed  that  they  had  begun  to 
move  the  effects  of  that  office,  although  we  were  sub- 
sequently told  that  it  had  commenced  the  day  before. 

We  immediately  wont  to  packing  up,%nd  Mr.  Bnreh 
went  out  in  search  of  wagons  or  other  carriages,  for 
the  transportation  of  the  books  and  papers ;  evary 
wagon,  and  almost  every  cart,  belonglxig  ^  the  «dty, 
had  been  previously  impressed  into  th«  service  «<  the 
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Tbe  resolution  was  read,  aod  eonearred  in  by 
the  House ;  and  Mr.  Setbbbt,  Mr.  Lowmdes, 
and  Mr.  Oabton,  were  appointed  the  committee 
on  tbe  part  of  this  House. 

Tbe  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasorr,  transmitting 
his  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  finances  of 
the  United  States ;  which  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaiw. 

A  Message  was  receired  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  transmitting  copies  of  a  letter 
from  Admiral  Cochrane,  commanding  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty's  naval  forces  on  the  American 
autiou,  to  the  Secretary  of  Sute,  with  his  an- 
swer, and  of  a  reply  from  Admiral  Cochrane. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  BEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

Mr.  FiBK,  of  New  York,  rose  and  addressed 
the  House,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  Upon  a  subiect  which  has  for 
sareral  weeks  past  attracted  the  attention  of  this 
bodjTi  and  indeed  of  every  person  in  this  nation,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  submit  a  resolution  to  brinff  the 
question  promptly  aod  fuller  before  this  House 
for  examination  and  discussion.  After  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  had  recovered  from  the  sur- 
prise antl  astonishment  they  felt  at  bearinff  of 
the  capture  of  this  city,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
public  buildings^  their  first  inquiry  was,  where 
shall  Congress  sit  with  safety  and  convenience  7 
Some  designated  one  place,  some  another ;  but 
few,  if  any.  imagined  that  the  Councils  of  the 
nation  would  continue  here.  It  is  not  merely  ne- 
cessary that  the  members  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment should  be  secure  in  their  own  opinion,  they 
must  be  so  in  the  opinion  of  tbe  nation.  The 
confidence  and  credit  of  the  nation  is  identified 
with  the  security  of  the  public  Councils^  and  the 
safety  of  the  public  records.  Menace  this  safety, 
and  public  confidence  is  impaired,  public  credit  is 
shaken.  / 

It  was  supposed,  as  well  in  as  out  of  this  House, 
that  Congress  would  at  an  early  day  take  this 
subject  into  consideration. 

There  are,  I  am  well  aware,  upon  this  measure, 
a  variety  of  opinions.    The  question  is  one  of 
aome  delicacy,  much  interest  and  importance, 
worthy  of  attentive  examination  and  deliberate 
decision*    If  it  should  be  agitated,  as  I  apprehend 
it  is,  in  some  degree  to  excite  inquiry,  to  raise 
expectations,  or  create  an  interest  by  informal 
discussion,  it  is  best  to  bring  it  directly  and  for- 
mally before  this  House,  that  it  majr  be  here  ex- 
amined, decided,  and  put  at  rest.  With  this  view, 
and  under  these  impressions,  I  have  risen  to  ask 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  resolution  I  am 
about  to  offer.    If  we  are  to  have  a  temporary 
removal  of  the  Seat  of  Government  until  the 
public  edifices  can  be  rebuilt,  our  public  library 
and  documents  replaced,  tbe  sooner  this  shall  bie 
decided  the  better;  and  if  we  are  to  remaiif  here, 
it  is,  under  existing  circumstances,  desirable  that 
this  should  be  determined  by  a  vote  of  Congress, 
and  preparations  made  accordingly.    I  therefore 
aabmit  the  following  resolution: 


Bnphid,  Thais  eommittles  be  appointed  toinqmie 
into  the  ezpedieocj  of  reasoving  the  Seat  of  Govcni- 
meat*  during  the  present  88eBio&  of  Congreas,  to  s 
place  of  gieater  secnrity  and  less  inconvoDienee  thsi 
the  City  of  Washington ;  with  leave  to  report  1^  bill 
or  otherwise. 

The  question  on  taking  this  resolotioo  into 
consideration  was  decided  as  follows,  by  yeas  ani 
aod  nays :  For  consideration  79,  against  it  37,  as 
follows : 

YsAS — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Atston,  Andetooo,  Ar- 
cher, Averjt  Bsnett,  Baylies  of  Mssssrhneetts,  Boyi 
Biadbory,  Bradley.  BiighasD,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Chsa- 
pion,  Chappell,  Clark,  CooMtock,  Condict,  Conaii 
Cooper,  Cox,  Crawlwd,  Creighton,  Cioach*  Colpepcr, 
Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelkii 
Desha,  Dnvall,  Elv,  Fanrow,  Pindley,  Fiak  of  New 
York,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gonidin,  Grosveoor,  Him, 
Humphreys,  Hnlbert,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island^  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Msasadmsrtti, 
Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Markell,  McLean,  Mof- 
fit,  Moeeley,  Marlnnr,  Oakley,  Piper,  Poet,  John  Reed, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Reggies,  Sage,  Seyber^ 
Sharps  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Stanford,  Stmges,  Taa- 
nehill,  Thompson,  Udros,  Yoee,  Ward  of  Msssirhn- 
setts,  Wsrd  of  New  York,  Wbeaton,  Wikox,  and 
Winter. 

Nats— Meesrs.  Bayly  of  ^^rgiaia,  Bowen,  BnrweD, 


Cathbert,  Eppes,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Cftoboa, 
Goodwyn,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hnbbaid,  Jacksoa 
of  Virginia,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kenbaw,  Khig 
of  North  Carolina,  Lewk,  McCoy,  McKea,  MdCis, 
MoBtfomei7«  Newton,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pteassali, 
Roane,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Viiginta,  Strange  Staart,  Tel- 
lair,  Tronp,  Wri^U,  and  Yanoey. 

So  the  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolatioD. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  was  opposed  to  the 
removal  of  the  Seat  of  Government  under  any 
circumstances  whatever.  He  was  particularly 
opposed  to  it  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  resoln- 
tion^-he  did  not  believe  the  City  of  Washington 
more  vulnerable  than  any  other  situation  east  of 
the  Alleghany  Mountain,  nor  as  much  so  as  Bal- 
timore, rhiladelDhia,  or  even  Lancaster;  to  one 
of  which,  he  understood,  it  was  the  wish  of  gen- 
tlemen to  carry  it.  Mr.  L.  said,  the  natural 
situation  of  Washington  was  as  well  calculated 
to  resist  an  enemy  as  any  to  which  gentlemen 
could  desire  to  remove ;  and  the  circumstance  of 
its  having  been  Invaded,  was  no  reason  why  it 
should  be  abandoned. 

If  proper  preparations  for  resistance  had  been 
made  by  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  have  made 
them,  Washington  had  been  safe  against  double 
tbe  number  of  its  invaders.  Instead,  then,  of 
removing  the  Seat  of  Qovernmeot,  let  us  do  oar 
duty  by  compelling  others  to  do  theirs.  Let  forti- 
fications be  immediately  constructed  and  defend- 
ed by  a  sufficient  number  of  men  inured  to  the 
duties  of  tbe  camp,  and  we  have  nothing  to  fesr 
hereafter.  It  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  degrading, 
under  present  circumstances,  to  remove  from  this 
place.  Our  enemies  had  exultingly  declared  that 
Cooffress  had  been  driven  from  their  seat,  and 
should  no  longer  continue  there.  Let  us  not, 
then,  fulfil  their  predictions  and  gratify  their 
wishes.    On  the  score  of  accommodations,  Bir. 
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L.  obserfed,  that  tlthough  the  present  Hall  was 
not  as  spacious  and  magnificent  as  the  one  we 
had  been  accastomed  to  occapy,  yet  it  was  as 
conrenient  as  any  we  might  calculate  on  getting 
elsewhere;  at  ail  events,  it  would  do  very  well 
until  another  could  be  built  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington. He  stated,  that  although  from  the  words 
of  the  resolution  a  temporary  removal  was  only  con- 
templated, yet  he  veriJy  believed  that,  when  once 
started,  it  would  never  again  return,  and  he  feared 
the  consequences  that  would  follow.  The  States 
of  Virginia  and  Maryland  had  made  large  dona- 
tions in  mouey  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the 
City  of  Washington  as  the  permanent  Seat  of 
the  Gkneral  Gk)vernment,  and  they  would  not 
willingly  submit  to  the  sacrifice.  Hundreds  and 
thousands  of  individuals  had  been  induced,  from 
a  perfect  confidence  in  the  permanency  of  the 
Seat  of  the  National  Government,  to  expend 
their  all  in  its  improvement,  who  will  be  re- 
duced to  bM^gary  and  want  if  this  resolution  is 
adopted.  The  original  proprietors  of  the  ground 
upon  which  the  city  stands,  had  given  to  the 
Government  two- thirds  of  their  property  for  pub- 
lic uses ;  the  greater  part  of  which  had  been  sold 
by  the  Government,  and  the  proceeds  appropria- 
ted to  public  purposes.  Would  it  be  just  to 
sacrifice  these  peo]He  ?  Mr.  L.  exhorted  the  House 
to  reflect  on  the  consequences  of  adopting  the 
resolution.  He  hoped^  by  rejecting  it,  that  an 
end  would  be  put  to  similar  attempts  hereafter, 
and  that  the  good  people  of  the  District  would  be 
permitted  to  repme  in  safety  upon  the  faith  of 
the  Constitution  and  the  law,  and  would  be  suf- 
fered to  continue  their  improvements  here  with- 
out the  dread  of  beins  sacrificed.  For  the  last  ten 
or  twelve  years,  Mr.  L.  observed,  similar  attempts 
had  been  made,  the  efieot  of  which  was  to  create 
alarm  and  paralyze  exertion  and  improvement,  to 
the  great  injury  of  the  public.  He  hoped  the 
vote  which  would  now  be  given  would  silence 
forever  attempts  which  qould  do  no  good,  but 
much  harm. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  of  Virginia,  also  opposed  the  re- 
solution, in  an  energetic  manner,  on  the  grounds 
of  expediency  and  Constitutionality,  tie  also 
alluded  to  the  danger  of  intriffue,  in  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Government;  which,  he  said,  was 
the  species  of  friction  most  dangerous  to  the  regu** 
larity  and  stability  of  Republican  Government. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  in  an  impress* 
ive  manner  warned  the  House  against  listening 
to  this  proposition;  and,  among  other  observa- 
tions, in  his  tisual  forcible  manner,  said,  that  if 
the  Seat  of  Government  was  once  set  on  wheels, 
there  was  no  saying  where  it  wpuld  stop. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  expatiated  on  the  in- 
eonveniences  under  which  Congress  legislated  in 
this  place.  Their  documents,  he  said^  were  strick- 
en from  their  hands.  This  was  a  time,  he  said, 
reouiring  the  united  endeavors  and  the  most  in* 
telligent  exertion  of  the  Public  Councils,  to  save 
the  nation.  The  people  would  not  be  disappoint- 
ed, he  said,  to  find  Congress,  with  the  view  of 
promoting  this  paramount  object,  removing  to  a 
place  of  safety,  where  the  means  of  information 


were  more  at  hand  than  here;  to  a  place  more 
connected  with  the  moneyed  intereu  of  the  na- 
tion; where  ihey  could  have  a  better  opportunity 
lo  call  into  action  the  resources  of  the  nation. 
As  to  violation  of  the  public  faith,  as  to  any  act 
which  would  have  the  effect  to  injure  iodiriduals, 
or  to  afiect  ipjuriously  the  States  of  Maryland  or 
Virginia,  he  would  be  among  the  last  to  propose 
either.  He  did  not  vievra  temporary  removal  (tf 
the  Seat  of  Government  to  a  place  ol  frreaier  safety 
in  that  li^ht.  Glentlemen  would  admit  there  might 
be  cases  in  which  removal  might  be  necessary, 
as  in  case  of  sickness,  famine,  threatened  or  actual 
invasion.  The  arffoment  against  the  motion  ap« 
peared  to  rest  on  this  basis — that  if  the  Gbvern- 
ment  were  temporarily  removed,  it  would  never 
return  to  this  place.  Were  gentlemen  aware  of 
the  bearing  or  this  argument?  It  was  nothing 
more  than  saying,  that  on  a  removal  to  any 
other  place,  the  inconveniences  of  this  would  ap- 
pear  by  contrast  so  strongly,  that  the  Govern- 
ment could  never  be  induced  to  return.  He 
hoped  arguments  of  this  character  would  not  in- 
duce the  House  to  refuse  an  inquiry  into  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Rb£A,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  would  vote 
against  the  resolution,  and  observed,  that  the 
reasons  offered  for  it  appear  to  be  derived  from 
inconvenience  to  Congress.  That  inconvenience 
is  said  to  arise  from  loss  of  public  documents,  and 
inconvenience  of  living.  In  respect  to  living,  ha 
would  make  no  observations.  In  reject  to  pub- 
lic documents,  he  observed,  the  loss  thereof  was 
great ;  but  the  probability  is,  that  that  loss  can  be 
met  as  well  in  this  city  as  elsewhere.  Congress, 
at  the  commencement  of  this  Government,  had 
no  precedents  to  direct  them,  except  what  the 
proceedings  of  the  Old  Congress  afforded.  That 
several  copies  of  the  journals  of  the  Old  Congress, 
and  also  some  copies  of  the  journals  of  Congress 
under  the  present  Government,  may  be  had  in 
this  city  is  presumed. 

He  said  he  would  pass  over  the  Constitutional 
objection  to  a  removal,  and  observe,  that  for 
Congress  to  remove  from  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia because  the  public  buihiings  were  destroyed, 
may  be  assimilated  to  the  removal  of  a  man  from 
his  farm  because  a  banditti  had  burned  his  house. 
For  a  man  so  to  remove  would  be  deemed  an  act 
of  puerility,  and  display  absence  of  wisdom  and 
fortitude. 

The  eves  of  Europe  will  be  drawn  to  the  re- 
sult of  the  proposed  resolution.  A  removal  by 
them  will  be  ascribed  to  a  want  of  firmness;  and 
at  this  particular  time  that  Congress  du  manifest 
firmness  and  determination  is  safe  and  honorable; 
and  so  it  will  appear  to  all,  on  the  present  ques- 
tion. This  House  has  an  opportunity  to  manifest 
that  firmness  to  the  nation  and  to  the  world. 

Mr.  Pearson,  of  North  Csrolioa,  said  he  had 
supposed  that  a  gentleman  who  could  have  sum- 
mooed  up  so  much  fortitude  as  to  introduce  the 
resolution  now  under  consideration,  would  have 
given  to  the  subject  that  reflection  which  would 
have  enabled  him  to  offer  some  better  ground  for 
it,  some  plausible  reason  why  this  m^j^  ^xtraor- 
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dinarrjr  ftD<i  oaheard  of  proposition  should  be 
adopted.  If  there  wms  a  man  in  this  House,  or 
in  the  natioDf  who  could  vote  for  the  motion  from 
motives  of  mere  personal  convenience,  that  man 
in  his  jodffment  deserved  the  execration  of  his 
country.  If  there  were  any  great  national  object 
which  required  that  this  motion  should  be  adopt- 
ed ;  that  the  public  faith  should  be  violated ;  that 
the  persons  who  compose  the  population  of  this 
city  should  bestrippea  of  their  property,  acquired 
under  the  faith  of  the  Government,  should  be 
turned  out  beggars  on  the  community,  the  House 
would  very  properly  enter  into  a  consideration  of 
auch  a  motion.  But  what  reasons  are  now  offered 
for  it  7  The  gentleman  who  introduced  does  not 
■ay  that  he  himself  is  afraid  to  remain  here.  But 
the  gentleman  says  the  people  are  agitated  and 
uneasy,  and  desire  the  (Government  to  remove  to 
a  place  of  safety.  Were  the  people  to  think  for 
the  gentleman  on  matters  coming  before  him 
here,  or  was  he  to  think  for  himseU  7  Were  the 
members  to  consult  their  distant  constituents 
whether  they  were  safe  in  remaining,  or  was  this 
House  to  determine  for  itself?  T£b  gentleman 
had  said  the  proposed  removal  is  only  tempo- 
rary ;  but  his  arguments  look  to  a  permanent  re- 
moval. Where,  if  not  here,  is  the  gentleman  to 
fet  those  records,  those  steering  oars  to  guide 
im  in  this  difficult  road  ?  The  public  library  is 
destroyed,  but  there  are  as  good  in  this  District 
as  in  any  place  to  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
remove.  The  gentleman  may,  if  he  thinks  prcK 
per,  within  the  compass  of  ten  miles,  obtain  all 
the  books  he  ever  read.  The  gentleman  had  in- 
timated that  Congress  might,  in  a  commercial 
city,  obtain  facilities  in  our  financial  transactions, 
and  with  more  readiness  procure  money  to  carry 
on  this  war.  All  these  arguments  go  to  favor  a 
permanent  removal.  If  he  was  certain  of  any 
one  thing,  Mr.  P.  said,  it  was,  that  the  Constitu- 
tion precluded  Congress  from  such  removal. 
The  law  establishing  a  permanent  seat  of  (Gov- 
ernment was  bottomed  on  tho  Constitution }  and, 
in  consequence  of  its  passage,  the  whole  soil  of 
the  District  had  been  transfernsd  in  fee  simple  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  ex- 
press condition  that  that  act  of  Congress  was  car- 
rying the  Constitution  into  effect.  What  would 
gentlemen  do  with  those  thousands  of  people  who 
ad  expended  their  substance  in  building  and 
improving  the  place,  and,  relying  on  the  public 
faith  ple^d  by  solemn  acts,  had  given  their 
property  into  the  hands  of  the  Oovernment? 
The  man  who,  in  cold  blood,  could  place  the  citi* 
xens  of  this  place  in  the  condition  in  which  they 
would  be  in  the  event  of  removal,  for  considera- 
tions of  a  private  nature,  deserved  eternal  punish* 
ment.  In  another  point  of  view,  Mr.  P.  said,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  j^ntlemen  who  were  regard- 
ful of  the  honor  orthe  country,  would  not  be 
ready  to  heap  disgrace  upon  disgrace,  and  add  to 
the  disaster  of  the  enemy's  success  against  this 
place;  that  they  would  be  prevented  by  their 
national,  or  even  party  pride,  from  permitting 
the  enefby  to  obtain  a  greater  triumph  than  they 
have  already  obtained.    The  President  had  in- 


formed Congress,  in  his  Message,  that  the  pahkk 
buildings  had  been  destroyed,  but  that  only  t 
momentary  inconvenience  had  thereby  resulted 
to  the  Oovernment.  If^  after  this,  Congros 
should,  under  the  impulse  of  terror,  or  mnj  other 
motive,  remove  from  here,  they  will  o&lf  give 
cause  of  triumph  to  the  enemy.  So  far  from  en- 
tering into  the  feelings  of  the  nation,  for  sock 
conduct  the  people  would  scout  us  fronoi  oar  seals. 
What, sir!  Shall  the  RepresenUtives  of  m,  coon- 
try  like  this,  with  thousands  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  citixens  ready  to  offer  up  their  Mood  it 
its  defence — shall  we  fro  off  in  a  panic  from  t 
place  not  even  menaced  by  the  enemy  ?  To  do 
so  would  be  ten  times  more  degrading  than  the 
result  of  the  late  incursion  of  the  enemy.  Mr. 
P.  made  a  number  of  other  pertinent  remarkB. 
and  concluded  by  saying,  that,  in  the  fatnguage  d 
his  colleague,  to  set  the  (Government  on  wheek, 
would  give  play  to  the  worst  passions  of  the 
worst  men,  and  everything  would  become  hit 
game  for  ambition  and  intrigue. 

Mr.  Fahrow,  of  South  (Jarolina,  said  he  bad 
voted  to  consider  this  motion,  because  he  was 
desirous  to  treat  with  due  respe«t  every  proposi- 
tion made  by  a  member  of  this  House.  But  be 
asked,  now,  what  great  advantage  would  be  de> 
rived  from  committing  this  subject,  respectiuf 
which  there  could  be  no  hesitation  in  deciding. 
The  subject  doubtless  had  been  well  considered 
before  it  was  introduced  into  the  House.  For 
what,  said  he,  are  we  now  called  upon  to  remove 
from  this  place?  He  was  not  about  to  say  whe- 
ther this  place  was  the  best  that  could  have  been 
selected  for  the  Seat  of  (Government.  On  that 
question  he  said  he  should  not  know  what  course 
to  give  to  his  own  vote.  But  the  question  of  re- 
moval at  this  moment  was  a  very  different  one. 
Are  we  now  called  on^id  be,  to  strike  the  stand- 
ard of  the  nation?  To  say  to  the  enemr*  you 
have  been  here  once,  and  may  come  again  ?  No, 
sir ;  let  us  rally  around  it.  The  enemy,  indeed, 
bad  once  been  here,  and  for  his  part  he  wished 
they  miffht  attempt  to  come  again.  It  was  time 
enough  for  Congress  to  move  when  they  were  in 
sight.  He  should  doubt  whether  the  honorable 
members  of  this  House  would  then  flee  before 
them.  Having  assisted  in  ealiin^  the  nation  to 
war,  he  was  ready  to  take  part  in  it  himself.  He 
would  rather  sit  under  canvass  in  the  eity  than 
remove  one  mile  otK  of  it  to  a  palaee.  There 
had  been  no  strength  measured  with  the  enemy 
in  defending  this  place,  and  he  would  not,  by 
deserting  it,  give  him  more  credit  than  he  had 
derived.  The  men  of  this  District,  led  by  proper 
officers,  would;  he  believed,  always  do  their  doty 
and  defend  their  city.  Do  we  see  any  danger? 
Do  you  wish  to  examine  the  Faculty  to  know 
whether  you  are  safe  here?  Or  the  Clergy  to 
know  if  they  will  consent  to  pay  the  proper  at- 
tention to  those  who  could  not  get  away  in  case 
the  enemy  should  a  second  time  visit  the  place? 
He  hoped  no  committee  would  be  raised  on  the 
subject.  When  the  enemy  were  at  the  gate,  it 
would  be  time  enough  to  abandon  their  posts. 

Mr.  GBO0VBNOB,of  Nsw  York,  said  he  hoped. 


317 


HISTORT  OF  CONGBBSS. 


SIS 


SBPTBMBBm,  1914. 


Remamd  <f  the  8eoi  of  GovemmefU. 


H.  or  R. 


before  the  qoesdoD  wis  taken,  he  should  be  al- 
lowed to  uke  a  ealm  aod  dispanionate  riew  of  it. 
He  agreed  entirely  with  the  geocleman  from 
IVorth  Carolioa,  that  whoever  voted  from  per- 
sonal motives  oo  this  questioo,  whether  for  or 
igainst  it,  deserved  coodemoation.  Althoagh, 
«td  Mr.  G.,  I  mi^ht  have  personal  or  local  feel- 
Dgs  oo  the  occasion,  they  shall  not  operate  if  l' 
:ao  throw  them  from  me.  I  will  look  entirely 
;o  the  good  of  the  nation  in  the  vote  I  am  about 

0  give.  Mr.  G.  said  he  viewed  the  proposed 
emporary  removal  as  do  violation  of  the  poblie 
*aitb.  If  it  was,  the  public  faith  was  so  violated 
n  1794,  when  the  President  alone  was  authorized 
;o  change  the  place  of  meeting.  Gentlemen  had 
taid,  if  the  Government  once  began  to  roll,  it 
Evoold  never  return.  Is  this  the  true  and  proper 
place  for  the  Seat  of  Gk>vernmeot  ?  If  it  be,  how 
;an  gentlemen  say  it  will  not  returh  immediately 
ifter  the  causes  for  its  present  removal  shall 
^ease?  It  will.  The  Seat  of  Government  will 
In  such  case  gravitate  as  certainly  to  this  position 
fts  the  needle  to  the  pole.  All  the  arguments, 
therefore,  against  the  removal,  on  the  ground  that 
t  would  be  permanent,  ought  to  be  thrown  out 
>f  consideration,  as  they  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question.  Let  the  resolution  take  its  course 
ind  go  to  a  committee.  Suppose  at  the  time 
DoDgress  met,  that  the  enemy  could  have  held 
the  place,  or  was  in  force  oo  the  water  to  occupy 
the  place  the  next  day.    Would  Congress,  in  such 

1  case,  attempt  to  sit  here?  The  question  was 
lot,  however,  whether  any  exigency  would  jus- 
tify the  removal  from  this  place,  because  that 
principle  has  been  lonff  ago  decided  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  to  which  he  had  before  alluded ; 
the  question  was,  whether  this  was  such  an  exi- 
gency as  to  require  the  removal?  He  saw  no 
reason,  therefore,  why  the  adoption  of  the  ques- 
tion should  excite  such  a  feeling  as  appeared  to 
prevail,  unless  gentlemen  were  desirous  toj)lace 
their  argument  on  the  ground  they  had  un^ard- 
edly  disclosed,  that  this  was  the  very  worst  place 
in  the  nation  for  Congress  to  sit  in.  The  idea  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was  singu- 
larj  who  conceived  that  a  removal  would  be 
striking  our  eolors.  Wait,  says  the  gentleman, 
till  the  enemy  comes  and  chases  you  off!  That, 
said  Mr.  G.,  u  the  dishonor  which  I  dread  from 
remaining,  the  very  disgrace  I  wish  to  avoid. 
You  now  sit  coolly  and  deliberately ;  you  may 
remove  without  disgrace  or  dishonor.  But  if 
this  be  a  point  which  you  cannot  defend  against 
an  enemy,  why  talk  like  children  about  remain- 
ing here  and  having  your  heads  cut  off  rather 
than  remove  ?  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
comparing  the  city  to  a  farm,  says,  if  his  house 
was  burned,  he  would  not  therefore  move  off  his 
farm.  But  suppose  a  neighbor  would  politely 
offer  him  a  clean  bed,  excellent  food,  and  proper 
utensils  for  cooking  and  providing  for  his  wants, 
would  he  refuse  the  use  of  them  and  rather  sleep 
in  his  barn?  The  occupation  of  this  city  was 
one  of  the  events  of  war,  and  was  anticipated 
last  Summer,  when  it  was  the  subject  of  secret 
debate*    To  remove  from  the  city  temporarily 


was  one  of  those  occurrences  in  life  to  which  we 
must  submit,  and  is  no  more  disgrace  than  the 
ordering  the  necessary  retreat  of  an  army.  If  it 
shall  appear  folly  to  remain  here,  this  is  the  mo- 
ment to  remove.  If  we  are  to  stay  here  till  the 
enemy  comes,  to  sit  and  be  dragged  from  our 
seats,  the  President  stolen — and  there  is  nothing 
now  to  guard  against  it ;  if  we  are  to  run  all  risks 
for  false  honor,  let  us  have  no  argument;  let  us 
say  at  once  we  will  be  self-devoted.    This  war, 

fentlemen  well  knew,  might  continue  for  years, 
f  a  peace  did  not  take  place  now,  he  feared  it 
would  be  long  before  it  did.  What,  then,  was 
the  condition  of  the  Government  in  this  District? 
Let  gentlemen  ask  themselves  fairly.  Were  they 
willing  to  appropriate  the  money  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  to  build  a  Capitol,  to  plant  it 
in  this  District,  where  it  might  be  destroyed  ia 
twenty  days?  No,  gentlemen  said,  they  would 
defend  it,  at  an  expense  of  ten  or  twelve  milliooa; 
for  that  much  it  would  cost,  so  indefensible  is 
this  point.  Did  not  the  interest  of  the  country, 
Mr.  G.  asked,  require  them  to  remove  to  a  place 
of  security,  where  it  would  not  be  necessary  to 
expend  ten  or  fifteen  millions,  or  any  other  sum, 
in  the  simple  defence  of  Congress  ?  Would  gea« 
tiemen  say  that  Congress  were  safe  without  an 
army  to  protect  them?  No.  For  it  was  well 
known  that,  without  such  a  protection,  the  frig- 
ates may  be  thrown  up  the  river  and  drive  Con- 
gress off.  Were  gentlemen  ready  to  divert  the 
public  money  from  the  great  object  of  prosecuting 
the  war,  to  raise  an  army  solely  for  defending 
this  place?  Mr.  G.  slightly  noticed  the  incon- 
venience of  this  place  to  the  members ;  the  want 
of  information,  «c.  Where  were  they  to  go  for 
libraries?  Would  gentlemen  appropriate  thou* 
sands  and  thousands  to  obtain  another  library  to 
replace  that  which  was  burnt  by  the  enemy? 
These  inconveniences,  added  to  insecurity,  urged 
the  immediate  removal  of  Congress.  He  said  he 
had  steered  clear  of  all  idea  of  perranoent  re* 
moval,  for  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  yielded 
to  the  opinion  that,  after  removal  to  any  other 
phMse.  the  impropriety  of  returning  to  this  place 
will  be  so  palpable  that  they  could  never  obtain 
a  vote  for  it.  Indeed,  if  gentlemen  desired  it,  he 
waS|  for  one,  wiliiag  to  give  a  pledge,  in  case  of 
the  removal,  in  the  act  itself,  to  return  here  at 
the  close  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Taoup,  of  Georgia,  the  chairman  of  the 
Military  Committee,  made  a  very  succinct  and 
clear  statement  of  the  defences  provided  and 
about  to  be  provided  for  the  city.  [This  state- 
ment, however  proper  and  necessary  to  be  pre-* 
sented  to  the  House,  is  not  deemeo  by  the  re- 
porter to  be  proper  for  publication,  aod  is  there- 
lore  omitted.] 

Mr.  T.  concluded  by  observing  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  those  qualified  to  judge,  and  indeed 
it  was  his  opinion,  that  the  city  was  entirely  pro- 
tected from  assault  by  land,  and  soon  would  be 
by  water. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  offer  a  few 
ideas  to  the  House,  which  he  saio  ha^  occurred 
to  him  since  the  subj^^  ^^^  ^^^  Presented  this 
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morning.    Granting  to  gentlemen  premises  they 
had  taken,  and  ceding  the  justice  of  a  part  of 
their  reasoniog,  when  tested  and  made  applicable 
to  the  real  question,  neither  one  nor  the  other  ap- 
peared to  him  to  lead  to  the  conclusions  they  had 
drawn.    Cede  the  Constitutional  question  that 
the  Seat  of  Qovernment  might  be  removed  by 
Congress ;  cede  too  that  there  is  some  cause  for 
this  removal;  we  have  yet  to  inquire,  said  he, 
whether  or  not  tbis  is  an  exigency  requiring  re- 
moval, and  then,  whether  we  can  reniove  advan- 
tageously.   First,  as  to  the  causes  of  removal. 
What  are  they  ?    Famine  1    An  invading  army  ? 
Neither.    An  invading  army  has  indeed  pene- 
trated to  the  city,  and  what  have  they  done? 
With  traits  of  barbarity  better  suited  to  Vandals 
than  to  Britons,  they  sacked  a  few  buildings,  and 
retired  so  precipitately,  abandoned  it  so  disgrace- 
fully as  to  leave  many  of  their  most  valuable  officers 
and  soldiers  even  slightly  wounded  in  our  hands. 
Where  now  is  that  enemy  1    Is  he  at  Baltimore, 
Philadelphia,  or  New  xork— or  where  is  he? 
Perhaps,  if  Congress  were  to  decide  on  removing, 
the  first  step  would  bring  them  to  face  that  incur- 
sive  foe  whose  approach  gentlemen  appeared  to 
dread.    When  the  emergency  did  exist,  Mr.  H. 
said  he  would  go  with  ^ntlemen  in  seeking  out 
a  place  of  greater  security.    But  at  this  moment, 
he  could  but  view  this  as  a  question  of  panic 
Remove  now,  said  he,  and  what  spectacle  will 
yoQ  exhibit  to  the  community  ?    The  enemy  has 
retreated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  induce  no  belief 
of  bis  desire  to  return.    The  enterprise  which 
made  him  master  of  this  city  was  desperate  in  its 
character,  and  marked  by  a  degree  of  bravery 
amounting  to  rashness ;  and  every  one  will  admit 
that  had  the  energies  of  the  Government  been  pro- 
perly brought  into  action,  he  would  have  retreated 
with  much  greater  los9.    Nay,  Mr.  H.  said,  he 
would  venture  to  assert,  that  three  thousand  brave 
men,  led  and  kept  in  action,  would  have  prevented 
the  enemy  from  entering  the  capital ;  and  that 
one  thousand  men  in  the  Capitol  alone  with  mus- 
ketrjr  would  have  defended  the  Capitol  against 
the  invaders.    Grant  that  Congress  haJ  the  power 
to  remove  the  Seat  of  Government.    Had  the 
emergency  occurred  ?    Had  the  enemy  pesented 
that  &rmidabie attitude  to  require  their  flight  from 
the  Capitol?   Was  the  enemy  even  at  hand?   Had 
he  footing  even  in  the  borders  of  oar  country  ?  No, 
even  there  ha  was  flying  before  a  small  undisci- 
plined force:  the  patriotic  volunteers  of  New 
York  and  Vermont,  one  fourth  the  number  of  the 
enemy,  had  driven  him  before  them.    Just  at  this 
moment,  too,  when  we  are  gaining  most  splendid 
victories  over  them  in  their  own  territory,  he 
eonld  not  see  the  reason  for  removal  from  oor 
capiul.    It  must  be  a  feeling  of  panic  only  which 
recommends  it,  and  he  would  not  consent  to  ex- 
hibit it  to  his  or  any  other  country.    What  trophy 
could  the  enemv  exhibit  from  his  visit  to  this 
place  ?    It  would  be  asked  in  Europe,  what  blood 
had  been  spilt  in  its  defence — who  had  fallen? 
It  would  be  seen  the  Government  was  again  pur- 
suinff  iu  course,  nnawed  and  uninterrupted.    He 
would  not  give  the  world  reason  to  say  otherwise 


bv  the  removal  of  the  Gk»vemmeAC  from  this 
place.  If  this  was  false  pride,  if  this  was  (aist 
honor,  Mr.  H.  said,  let  him  thus  ever  maintaia 
what  he  believed  to  be  the  real  honor  of  the  na- 
tion, of  which  some  gentlemen  had  ao  lightly 
spoken.    When  the  emergency  does  exist,  the  peo- 

fle  will  sanction  the  removal,  but  not  till  then, 
f  the  danger  does  exist,  and  there  is  an  incompe- 
tent force  for  repelling  it,  said  Mr.  H.,  as  gentie- 
men  on  the  other  side  aver,  let  them  take  care 
that  this  nation,  that  other  nations,  and  posterity, 
do  not  make  some  strong  inquiries  of  then. 
Have  they  gone  hand  in  hand  with  the  JSxeca- 
tive  in  makinf^  provision  of  the  means  for  our  de- 
fence ?  If  this  error  did  exist,  Mr.  H.  said  he  wu 
unwilling  to  add  others  to  iL  He  was  unwilliog 
to  add  one  disgrace  to  another,  by  flying  now  from 
that  enemy  who  has  so  precipitately  fled  from  as. 
The  feelings  of  gentlemen  were  warm  from  see- 
ing the  situation  of  their  Capitol,  and  he  feared 
they  were  too  much  infiueneol  by  theta.  Whea 
danger  is  proved,  Mr.  H.  said  he  should  deen 
himself  unwise  if  he  did  not  go  with  |;entlemea 
in  voting  for  removal.  But  as  to  the  inconveni- 
ence spoken  of,  it  was  certainly  more  nominal 
than  reaL  If  local  considerations  were  to  prevail 
in  favor  of  removal  to  any  other  placc^  he  thought 
it  would  not  be  difficult  to  show,  go  where  they 
will,  Congress  will  produce  a  pressare  on  a  ma- 
jority  of  that  communiiv.  It  was  trae  that  promi- 
nent men  may  take  advantage  of  it,  but  it  will 
operate  as  a  prejudice  to  the  people  generally 
among  whom  Congress  locate  themselves.  ELe- 
move  from  here  momentarily  or  otherwise,  aod 
every. prospect  of  the  people  of  this  city  ia  blasted 
and  withered.  In  voting  (or  a  removal,  under  pres- 
ent circumsuncca,  he  believed  Congress  would  vio- 
late the  national  faith,sacrificethott8andsand  thoa- 
sands  of  people  who  ought  to  be  protected,  and  ex- 
hibit a  panic  to  an  enemy  from  whom  we  have 
nothing  to  fear,  and  who  has  of  his  own  accord 
precipitately  abandoned  our  territory. 

Mr.  Oaklbt,  of  New  York,  next  spoke»  He 
said,  that  if  indeed  the  enemj  had  abandoned  our 
country  at  every  point,  it  could  not  he  jnatlj  sup- 
posed that  Congress  would  be  influenced  by  a  panic 
in  removing  from  this  place.  If  the  enemj  be  en- 
tirely out  of  view,  this  question  may  be  discussed 
without  that  sort  of  feeling  which  some  appear 
to  entertain  of  it.  Mr.  O,  said  he  would  endeavor 
never  to  debate  with  feeling  or  passion,  which 
was  not  at  all  conducive  to  inquiry  into  truth.  If 
they  could  not  approach  this  qhestioa  wtihoot 
appeals  to  the  passions  and  fears  of  the  members, 
it  certainly  wss  no  proof  of  its  indisputable  inex- 
pediency. He  was  well  aware,  he  said,  of  the 
interest  which  this  District  felt  in  the  decision  of 
this  question  ;  hot  it  was  proper  that  that  interest 
should  be  manifested  in  a  becoming  manner.  It 
was  proper  that  considerations  of  this  kind  should 
have  their  proper  influence ;  but  when  he  heard 
gentlemen  tell  the  House  that  by  a  temporary  re- 
moval they  would  ruin  thousands  and  thousands 
of  individuals,  he  must  believe  it  mere  fancifol 
declamation.  It  was  true,  that  a  removal  might 
injure  individuals;  hut  he  presumed  no  gentle- 
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mao  io  the  House  would  hesitate  to  make  a  fair 
and  liberal  compeosation  by  way  of  indeioDity  to 
sacb  sufferers.  It  was  a  cardioai  point  in  his 
politics,  Mr.  O.  said,  that  the  national  faith  should 
be  preserved  inviolate,  even  when  improperly 
pledged,  unless  where  considerations  of  a  para- 
mount nature  forbade  it.  Qentlemea  had  talked 
about  the  national  faith — but  were  they  not  aware 
that  national  contracts  frequently  cannot  be  ful- 
filled in  the  spirit  in  which  they  are  made ;  and 
would  they  say  that  there  might  not  be  cases 
in  which  necessity  would  impose  on  them  a 
course  different  from  that  pursued  in  ordinary 
cases?  As  to  the  expediency  of  removal,  this 
was  a  mere  proposition  for  inquiry,  and  if  on  in- 
quiry it  should  appear  that  Coogrefs  cannot  be 
more  easily  protected  from  the  enemy,  and  better 
accommooated  elsewhere,  the  arguments  of  gen- 
tlemen would  apply,  dc.c.  dbc.  No  temporary  re- 
moval, Mr.  O.  said,  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
national  iaith.  Whea  we  spefik  of  a  perpuinent 
seat  of  Gov^rnmept  in  the  most  literal  senaOi  we 
speak  of  it  sulufsct  to  casualties*  As  to  the  panic 
alleged,  were  tne  enemy  at  our  doors,  the  remark 
might  be  correct,  but  not  otherwise.  While,  how- 
ever, Mr.  O.  said  he  would  not  remove  at  present 
under  the  impulse  of  fear,  he  would  not  remain 
from  false  courage.  There  was  courage  of  one 
kind,  and  eonra|;e  of  another  kind — the  one  ani- 
mating the  soldier  in  the  fight,  the  other  fortify- 
ing the  citizen  in  the  discbarge  of  his  duties.  To 
be  sure,  members  of  Congress  might  put  them* 
selves  on  a  par  with  the  miserable  wretches  who 
fill  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  and  march  forth  to 
battle.  But  wh«a  we  are  sent  here,  said  he,  it  is 
to  legislate,  to  provide  the  ways  and  means  to  pay 
those  who  are  to  fight.  Whilst  we  transact  the 
business  of  legislators,  and  pot  means  into  others 
hands  to  carry  on  the  war,  we  are  in  the  line  of 
our  duty.  On  some  occasions  it  is  glorious  to 
gentlemen  to  take  op  arms  i|nd  maintam  the  prin- 
ciples they  have  asserted  by  their  votes;  and  ther^ 
were  some  in  this  House  who  could  boast  of  hav- 
ing done  so ;  but,  in  genieral,  legislation  required 
tranquillity  and  separation  from  other  duties.  The 
incursion  of  the  epemy,  he  said,  instead  of  afford- 
ing reasons  against  a  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Qov- 
menL  afforded  conclusive  arguments  in  favor  of 
it.  It  had  certainly  shown  one  thipg:  that  this 
was  not  a  proper  situation  for  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
mient,  tM^^nnsji  it  is  owing  to  this  forbearance  of 
the  enemy  that  Congress  End  now  a  single  roof  to 
cover  their  heads  whilst  deliberating  on  the  con- 
cerns of  the  nation.  He  called  upon  gentlemen 
to  say  whether  it  would  be  proper  to  remain  at  a 
place  where  the  public  documents  <were  so  much 
exposed  to  destruction,  unless  protected  at  an  ex- 
pense which  was  most  disproportionate  to  the 
object.  The  gentleman  from  Gkorgia  said  the 
place  was  defensible.  They  had  been  told  so 
always.  They  had  been  told  so  by  the  consti- 
tuted authorities,  as  far  as  they  could  sppnk,  at 
the  moment  when  the  enemy  invaded  the  Capital. 
As  to  the  defence  by  the  militia^  the  force  which 
is  destined  for  the  defence  of  this  District  as  had 
been  stated  to  this  House,  it  was  at  once  the  most 
ISth  Con.  3d  Sxss. — 11 


expensive  and  least  efficient  force.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  great  services  they  had  sometimes  ren- 
dered, Mr.  O.  said  he  could  have  no  dependence 
on  the  militia.  It  ought  not  to  be  tolerated,  when 
every  means  ingenuity  could  devise  was  stretched 
to  the  utmost  extent  to  prosecute  the  war,  that 
Congress  should  sit  here  at  such  a  cost.  The 
enemy  had  retreated  precipitately  from  this  place, 
Mr.  O.  admitted,  but  they  had  immediately  at- 
tacked another  city^  and  our  Government  bad 
been  ofiicially  given  to  understand,  that  the  en- 
emy intended  to  pursue  this  course.  He  would 
not  rely, therefore,  on  the  forbearance  or  inability 
of  an  enemy  who  were  both  able  and  willing  to 
annoy  us.  It  was  not  dismceful  to  feel  alarm 
at  the  exposed  situation  of  the  place.  The  ex- 
posure was  brought  upon  us  by  toe  war.  £rery 
point  could  not  hk  defended ;  and  Congress  would 
deserve  the  meed  of  wisdom  and  prudence  for  re- 
moving hence,  if  by  a  removal  they  could  be  bet- 
ter accommodated,  relieve  the  finances  from  the 
enormous  burden  of  defending  the  city  by  a  militia 
force,  and  at  (he  same  time  relieve  toe  city  by 
taking  from  it  the  only  object  which  could  en- 
danger its  invasion  by  the  enemy.  Gentlemen 
discussed  this  question  as  if  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment was  proposed  to  be  finally  removed,  and 
said  that  such  would  be  the  practical  efiectofthe 
temporary  ren^oval.  Gkntlemen  had  no  right  to 
say  ao.  No  such  design  was  expressed  or  implied 
\^Y  the  mover  of  the  resolution ;  and  it  could  only 
result,  if  at  all,  from  the  inherent  circun^staocef 
of  the  case.  If  circorakStaoees  should  make  a 
permanent  removal  necessary,  it  must  taka  place ; 
and  if  the  Constitution  was  in  the  way,  it  ought  to 
be  amended.  Whatever  respect  he  might  (eel 
for  the  inhabitant2i  of  the  District,  he  would  say 
that  their  interest  could  not  for  a  moment  enter 
into  competition  with  the  inlerests  of  this  nation. 
It  should  never  be  permitted  that  a  few  thousand 
inhabitants  should  rise  and  ^Y  they  would  be 
ruined,  if  the  nation  could  be  benefitted,  provided 
the  nation  indiemnified  them  for  their  loss.  The 
peopU  of  th^  District  are  liable  to  suffer  with  all 
others  the  evils  resulting  frorp  war.  The  tempo- 
rary remoyal  of  the  Govecpment,  is  such  an  evil. 
The  people  of  the  city  ought  to  have  confidence 
enough  in  thft  honor  of  th^  nation  to  believe  tha^ 
if  the  Government  retnoye^li  they  would  be  fully 
iodemnifiad  for  aoy  loss  they  might  sustain. 

Mr.  Hajibqm,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  postpome 
indefinitely  the  further  consideration  of  the  mo- 
tion, and  supported  his  motion  by  a  speech,  the 
substance  of  which  was,  that  though  he  enter- 
tained very  great  contempt  for  the  citizens  of 
Washington,  which  he  expressed  in  the  most 
pointed  language,  he  was  opposed  to  a  removal 
at  this  moment,  as  being  derogatory  to  the  na- 
tional dignity  and  honor. 

The  motion  for  postponement  was  negatived — 
yeas  48,  nays  79,  as  follows : 

YsAs— Messrs.  BsraetC,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowes, 
BurweU,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Ewl^  ^ppeg,  Farrow, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney,  Foisyth,  Franklin,  CUston, 
Gholson,  Goodwyn,  HaU,  Hanson,  Hawes,  Hawkins. 
Hmnphrsys,  Jackson  of  Virgmia,  Kent  of  Msryl»«^ 
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Kerr,  Kenhaw,  King  of  North  CaroRna, 
Lowndes,  Maeoo,  McCoj,  McKim,  Montgomeiy,  New- 
ton, Peaiaon,  Piekene,  Pleasents,  Rhea  of  Tenneeaee, 
Boane,  8age,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Virginia,  tttroo^  Stuart, 
Telfair,  IVonp,  White,  Wright,  and  Yancej. 

Nats — Mewrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  AnderM>n,  Ardier, 
Aveiy,  Barboar,  Baylies  ofMawachueetta,  Bojd,  Brad- 
Imiy,  Bradley  Brigham,  Brown,  Caperton,  Caldwell, 
Champion,  Chappell,  Clark,  Comatock,  Condit,  Com- 
ard.  Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Dana,  Daven- 
port, Davis  of  Pennsvlvania,  Denojelles,  Desha,  Da- 
vail,  Ely,  Findlej,  F»k  of  New  York,  Geddes,  Goar- 
din.  Griffin,  Groevcnor,  Harris,  Hulbert,  Ingersoll,  Ing- 
ham, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  New  York,  King 
of  Massachusetts,  Lef&rts,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Markell,  Mc- 
Lean, Miller,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Murfree,  Oaklcv,  Piper, 
Post,  John  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Koggles, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Stanford,  Stodi- 
ton,  Sturges,  Tannehill,  Thompson,  Udree,  Yooe, 
Ward  <^  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whea- 
ton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvenia,  and  Winter. 

Mr.  Fi8K.  of  VermoDt,  made  an  able  and  decided, 
but  short  speech  against  the  resolatton 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resoluiion. 
and  decided  in  the  affirmatiTe  by  yeas  and  nays, 
72  to  51,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Aveiy,  Boylies  of  Massachusetts,  Boyd,  Brad- 
buiy,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Champion, 
Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Cox,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Crouch,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Denoyellcs,  Desha,  Dovall,  Ely,  Findley, 
Fiak  of  New  York,  Geddes,  CSoordin,  Grosvenor,  Har- 
ris, Hulbert,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky.  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Maesacho- 
aetts,  Lefferts,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Markell,  McLean,  Mil- 
ler, Moffit,  Moselev,  Murfree,  Oakley,  Piper,  Post, 
John  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Sey- 
bert, Sharp,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Sturges,  Tannehill,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Maasa- 
chusetts.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wbeaton,  Wilcox,  and 
Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Bayly  of  Yirginia,  Bowen, 
Burwell,  Chappell,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Earle,  Eppes, 
Farrow,  Fisk  of  Yermont,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Gaston,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hanson, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Humphreys,  Jackson  of  Yirginia, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  kershaw,  King  of  Noith 
Carolina,  Lewis,  Lowndes,  Macon,  McCcnr,  McKim, 
Montgomery,  Newton,  PearMU,  Pickens,'Pleasants, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Yiiginia,  Strong,  Stuart,  TeHalr,  Troup,  White,  Wil- 
son  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  Mr.  McKim,  Mr. 
BuBWELL,  Mr.  Grosyenor,  Mr.  Inoham,  Mr. 
Hawkins,  and  Mr.  Dana,  were  appointed  the 
committee  pursaant  to  the  said  resolation. 


TuBSDAT,  September  27. 

Two  other  meroberM,  to  wit:  from  Connecti- 
cut, Lyman  Law.  and  from  Virginia,  Jobn  P. 
HnNGBRFORD,  appeared,  and  cook  their  seals. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  West  Ltb- 
ertj  in  Virginia,  and  its  vicinity,  slating  their 
opinion  that  the  iraosporiation  and  opening  of 
the  mail  on  Sunday  is  injurious  to  the  morals  of 


the  community,  and  praying  that  it  may  be  abol- 
ished in  future. — Referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Post  Roads  and  Post  Offices. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  adTertin^  to  the 
law  passed  in  1813,  allowing  a  bounty  for  pris- 
oners taken  by  private  armM  ressels,  remarked 
that,  by  recent  decisions  of  the  proper  aotbority, 
it  appeared  that  the  prorisions  of  this  act  did  ooi 
extend  to  the  cases  of  recapture  by  priTate  armed 
vessels,  certainly  a  meriiorious  class  of  cases, 
and  equall]r  entitled,  with  others,  to  remonera- 
tion  for  their  enterprises.  To  eoHeet  the  sense 
of  the  House  on  the  propriety  of  eztending  this 
provision  to  embrace  such  cases,  he  moT^  the 
tollowiog  resolottoo: 

Besohedp  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Albiisbt 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpediencj  of  extenfiac 
the  provisaons  cif  the  act  entitled,  ^An  act  aUowiogt 
bounty  to  the  owners,  officers,  and  crewsy  of  the  pi> 
▼ate  armed  Teasels  of  the  United  Statea,"  passed  on 
the  Sd  of  August,  1819,  to  such  offieeis  and  crews  of 
merchant  ▼eseeb  of  the  United  State*  as  have  recsp- 
tufed,  or  may  leeaptare,  the  aaaae  lr|pi  Am  enamy. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITirnON. 

Mr.  JaccaoN,  of  Virginia,  said  it  would  be 
recollected  that  at  the  last  sessioa  he  had  the 
honor  to  propose  a  resolution  to  amend  the  Coa- 
stitation  of  the  United  States.  He  now  renewed 
it,  that  it  might  be  decided  on  during  the  present 
session  of  Congress.  He  then  offered  a  motioa 
to  amend  the  Constitution,  embracing  the  fol- 
lowing propositions : 

ReBohud,  by  the  SenaU  mnd  Htmee  of  Rmttad- 
athea  of  the  Vmied  State§  of  Ameriem  in  (Comgrm 
aeaemhkdy  two-thiidaof  both  ifonseB  conoairing.  That 
the  following  artides  be  proposed  to  the  Legiafaitaisi 
of  the  aeveral  State*  aa  amendments  to  the  Constita" 
tion  of  the  United  States ;  each  of  which,  when  rati- 
fied by  three-fourths  of  the  said  Legislatniee,  shaU  bt 
▼alid,  to  all  intents  and  pnrpooca,  aa  part  of  the  aaid 
Constitution : 

I.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  a  tax  or  dntf, 
not  exceeding  ten  per  centum  ad  Talorsm,  on  artidet 
exported  from  any  State. 

S.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  roada  in  s^ 
SUte. 

3.  Congipss  shall  haTe  power  to  make  canals  ia 
any  State,  with  the  consent  of  the  State  within  which 
the  same  shall  be  made. 

4.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  eetaMisk  a  Nt* 
tional  Bank,  with  braachea  tkamof^  in  any  State. 

Mr.  Jackson  mored  to  refer  these  proposition 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tbe 
Union ;  and  gare  notice  that  he  should  call  for 
the  consideration  of  the  last  of  them  on  Friday 
next. 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  New  York,  called  for  a  dirisiot 
of  the  question  on  the  reference  of  these  proposi- 
tions to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  He  said  he 
should  TOle  for  the  reference  of  the  first  three, 
but  against  the  reference  of  the  last,  and  assigseii 
his  reasons  for  discriminating  between  then. 
The  first  three,  he  said,  were  of  an  imporuat 
nature,  and  would  require  mature  deliberatiot 
and  discussion  before  acted  on,  and   he  shoaM 


325 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


326 


September,  1814. 


BourUy  to  Deserten, 


H.  ofR. 


probably  rote  for  them.  As  to  the  fourth,  he 
saw  himself  no  occasion  for  it ;  and,  if  it  were 
not  indelicate  in  itself,  after  the  precedents  and 
numerous  adjudications  of  twenty  years,  to  pro- 
pose giving  to  Congress  a  power  to  do  that  they 
iiatre  already  done,  it  was  at  least  in  his  view 
innecessary.  He  objected  to  it,  moreover,  be- 
cause the  agitation  or  the  question  might  inter- 
ere  with  the  decision  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
tod  Means  on  the  petition  referred  to  them  for 
he  establishment  of  a  National  Bank.  In  the 
sresent  situation  of  our  affairs,  the  advantages 
iKrbich  such  an  institution  offered  to  the  commu- 
lity  were,  he  believed,  more  seriously  felt  and 
generally  admitted  than  they  had  ever  been  be- 
ore ;  and  he  hoped  this  proposition  would  not  be 
brown  in  the  way  of  a  decision  on  the  subject. 
Fie  was  indeed  much  surprised  to  see  this  propo- 
rtion revived  at  the  present  session,  of  the  in'ten- 
iop  to  do  which  he  had  no  knowledge  or  infor- 
natioD  until  he  heard  it  read. 

Mr.  Jackson  said  he  had  not  indeed  informed 
he  gentleman  of  his  intention  to  renew  this 
)roposition,  because  he  had  too  much  respect  for 
his  body  to  offer  to  its  consideration  any  motion 
vhich,  without  consultation  with  others,  he  was 
lot  determined  to  perserere  in.  He  might  re- 
ort  on  the  gentleman  by  saying  that  he  (Mr.  F.) 
lid  not  inform  him  of  his  intention  to  remove  the 
Seat  of  Government  from  this  place ;  and  the 
gentleman  could  not  be  more  surprised  at  the 
proposition  now  offered  than  Mr.  J.  had  been  at 
he  motion  for  that  object  yesterday  moved  by 
At.  Fisk.  He  regretted  that  the  gentleman  had 
in  this  occasion  departed  from  the  regular  rule 
>f  reference  of  all  motions  similar  to  this;  and 
he  more  so,  as  a  refusal  to  refer  the  proposition 
!Ould  not  preclude  its  discussion.  Mr.  J.  denied 
he  indelicacy  imputed  to  his  motion  on  account 
»f  former  precedents  recogni8infi[  the  power  he 
proposed  to  vest  in  Congress ;  if  there  were  in- 
lelicacy  anywhere,  he  should  suppose  it  to  exist 
tt  least  as  much  in  the  presentation  of  a  petition 

0  Congress  for  the  establishment  of  a  National 
3kuk,  after  they  bad,  in  their  refusal  to  renew 
he  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
lecided  against  the  constitutionality  of  it.    It  is 

1  fortunate  thing  for  this  country  that  Congress 
s  not  enphained  by  precedent  in  its  legislation ; 
hat,  if  the  Constitution  be  violated  to-day,  it  is 
ID  reason  why  it  should  be  violated  to-morrow. 
The  question  of  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
3ank  of  the  United  States  was  argued  on  the 
I^onstiintional  ground  ;  many  of  the  States  have 
)y  a  solemn  vote  declared  that  Congress  does 
)bt  possess  the  power  to  pass  such  an  act,  and  it 
wouid  be  respectful  at  least  to  consult  their  opin- 
ons  on  the  subject.  Mr.  J.  did  not  at  the  last 
lession,  he  did  not  now,  sav  whether  such  a  pow- 
!r  was  or  was  not  already  possessed  by  Con- 
gress ;  but  he  wished  to  place  that  power  beyond 
{uestion  or  doubt,  because  he  believed  it  was  a 
^ower  they  ou^ ht  to  possess. 

Mr.  Fisk  said  that  the  gentleman  had  mistaken 
lim  if  he  supposed  that  it  was  his  desire  that  he 
[Mr.  J.)  should  communicate  to  Mr*  P.  every  I 


proposition  he  desired  to  submit.  He  knew  tbaC 
from  the  situation  of  members  in  this  city,  living 
in  houses  scattered  over  a  surface  of  several 
miles,  it  was  utterly  impossible  that  they  should 
consult  together  on  the  subjects  of  legislation 
before  they  were  introduced  into  the  House,  &e. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  said  he  hoped  this 
proposition  would  be  suffered  to  go  to  a  commit- 
tee. The  subject  had  been  fully  discussed  and 
decided  two  or  three  years  ago,  on  the  proposl- 
tion  to  renew  the  charter  of  the  Unitea  States' 
Bank,  which  had  failed,  though  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
possessed  so  greatly  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
and  justly  too,  because  of  theability  with  which 
he  managed  the  affairs  of  the  nation.  However 
necessary  a  National  Bank  may  now  be^  having 
conscientiously  voted  it  to  be  unconstitutional,  he 
could  not  now  vote  for  it  without  an  amend- 
ment. Nor  had  the  unconstitutionality  of  the 
old  bank  law  been  pronounced  on  light  author- 
ity ;  the  opinions  or  the  late  and  present  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  were  recorded  against 
it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  proposition  would 
be  permitted  to  take  the  usual  course  of  going  to 
a  committee. 

The  question  on  the  reference  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son's motion  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative:  For  refer- 
ence 61,  against  it  53. 


Wbdnbsdat,  September  28. 

Several  other  members,  tf>  wit :  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Abijah  Bioelow,  and  Timotbt  Pick- 
bring  ;  from  Vermont,  Bzra  Butlbr  ;  and  from 
Pennsylvania,  Hugh  Glasgow,  appeared,  and 
took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Sbbrwood  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Cairo^  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
praying  that  the  mails  may  not  be  opened  or 
carried  on  the  Sabbath  day. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Poet  Roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hall,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedi- 
ency  of  making  provision  by  law  for  the  pay- 
ment of  private  property  lost,  killed,  or  destroyed, 
while  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

BOUNTY  TO  DESERTERS. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  said  he  believed  it  was 
the  practice  of  the  British  commanders,  on  land 
and  water,  to  use  every  means  in  their  power  to 
induce  our  men  to  desert  their  guns.  A  direct 
retaliation  of  such  practices  would  doubtless  be 
justifiable.  But,  Mr.  F.  said,  the  resolution  he 
was  about  to  submit  had  a  different  motive.  It 
was  well  known  that  desertions  from  the  enemy 
were  very  frequent,  and  that  those  deserters  were 
strangers  in  our  country,  without  means  of  em- 
ployment, or  of  purchasing  lands  on  which  to 
labor  for  an  honest  livelihood.  It  Was  as  well 
known  that  we  have  an  extensive  frontier,  much 
exposed,  and  a  great  quantity  of  wild  Unds,  the 
settlement  of  which  would  be  very  desirable.  la 
order  to  authorize  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
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of  disposing  of  this  species  of  persons,  so  that  they 
might  be  useful  ratiier  than  burdensome  to  the 
community,  he  proposed  the  following  resolve : 

Ruohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Laads 
be  iostmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving 
to  each  deaerter  from  the  Briti^  army,  daring  the 
present  war,  one  hundred  acres  of  the  public  lands, 
such  deserter  actually  settling  the  same ;  and  that  the 
committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otheviise. 

The  question  to  take  this  motion  into  consider- 
ation, the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  required  by 
Mr.  Oaklet,  was  decided — For  consideratioa  82, 
against  it  45,  as  follows: 

Tbas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Aveiy, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bainett,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell^ 
Caldwell,  ChappeU,  Clark,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Cieighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis 
of  PenasyWania,  DenoyeUes,  Deriu,  Bppes^  Evans, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Crour- 
dUi,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawea,  Hawkins,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  IngersoU,  Iiu^ham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kershaw,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy, 
McKee,  MeKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Murfree,  New- 
ton, Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Teiftir,  Tronji, 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvuua, 
and  Taneey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bavlies  of  Massachusetts^  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bnghan,  Caperton,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Davenport,  Dnvall*  Earle,  BIy,  Fanow,  Gseton,  Geddes, 
Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hulbert,  Jsckson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kent  of  New  York,  Kine  of  Ma«echusetts,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Muler,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Oak- 
Icy,  Pearran,  Pickering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Rnggles, 
Sherwood,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stockton,  Sturges, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Wsrd  of  Massachnsetts^  Wheaton, 
White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Oo  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  McKbb,  of  KcDtuckv, 
the  resolution  was  amended,  so  as  to  refer  the  aoo- 
ject  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  within 
the  scope  of  whose  duties  it  appeared  to  him 
more  properly  to  come. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  the 
passage  of  the  resolution — 

Mr.  OaKLEr,  of  New  York,  said  he  bad  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  oo  the  question  of  consider^ 
ing  this  resolution,  to  mark  his  opposition  to  it  in 
every  staee.  With  deep  rep^ret,  he  might  truly 
say,  had  he  seen  this  resolution  before  i;be  House. 
He  had  hoped,  to  whatever  extent  of  sacrifice 
Congress  might  determine  to  go,  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  ibis  war,  although  we  might  all  agree  to 
lay  down  our  lives  and  fortunes  in  its  support,  we 
shall  still  retain  something  like  national  honor. 
He  was  sorry  to  see  a  proposition  before  this 
House  which  he  considered  to  be  levelled  at  the 
root  of  it.  He  did  not  speak  from  extensive 
knowledge,  but  he  believed  he  was  justified  in 
wyiog  it  was  the  only  proposition  of  the  kind  ever 
submitted  to  any  legislature.  He  did-  not  know, 
at  least,  that  it  had  ever  entered  into  the  scope  of 
policy  of  this  Government  to  encourage  the  com- 
mission of  crime  by  those  most  likely  to  perpe- 
trate it.    The  ranks  of  the  enemy  were  known  to 


be  filled  by  ragamofins  of  aU  descriptions ;  and. 
by  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure  as  that  pro- 
posed by  this  resolution,  we  should  make  a  direct 
appeal  to  the  worst  fmssions  of  the  worst  men. 
Are  we  reduced  to  this?  Have  we  not  resources 
to  maintain  an  open  and  manly  contest  witbout 
appealing  to  this  most  unheard  of  and  disgracefal 
course?  If  such  policv  were  pursued  by  the 
Government,  he  should  forever  despair  of  a  suc- 
cessful issue  to  the  contest  In  which  we  are  en- 
gaged. He  hoped  gentlemen  would  reflect  deeply 
on  this  subject!  before  they  ^ve  their  consent  lo 
this  inquiry.  If  considerations  sufficiently  pow- 
erful to  arrest  the  measure  do  not  press  apon  tk 
feelings  of  men,  it  would  be  in  vain  for  him  to 
urge  them.  There  were^  he  said,  some  proposi- 
tions which  outraged  at  once  so  greatly  all  tbe 
feelings  of  honor  and  propriety,  that  it  seemed  un- 
necessary to  oppose  taem  by  argument.  Since 
the  resolution  had  been  introduced,  there  must  be 
some  reasons  to  urge  or  justify  its  adoption.  Bat 
could  the  invitation  lo  and  encouragement  of  tret- 
son  come  fairly  within  the  scope  of  oar  views  1 
Shall  the  United  Sutes,  after  having  year  a/ier 
year  held  out  their  conduct  as  an  example  of 
public  faith  and  honor  \  after  arraigning  the  ene- 
my at  the  bar  of  nations  for  his  disregard  of  Jov 
tice,  and  for  his  violations  of  the  rules  of  warfare; 
shall  the  United  States,  after  all  this,  eo  as  far 
beyond  the  enemy  in  his  violations  of  tEe  asagei 
of  war,  as  he  has  gone  beyond  all  other  nations? 
Shall  we,  by  so  doing,  draw  a  veil  over  the  atro- 
city of  his  acts^  and  place  us  on  an  eminence  of 
guilt  which  no  nation  ever  before  reached  ?  He 
called  upon  gentlemen,  by  their  regard  for  their 
own  honor  and  the  character  of  the  nation,  to 
stop  this  proposition  in  its  outset.  The  House, 
by  their  vote  to  consider  the  resolutioo^  had  al- 
ready gone  too  far  in  saaetioaing  a  proposition 
which  strikes  at  the  root  of  those  principles  which 
bind  together  the  civllixed  world,  tt  would  be 
to  offer  a  bounty  to  treason.  He  did  not  know 
to  what  it  might  lead.  There  was  enough  of  bit- 
terness and  animosity  already  infused  into  this 
war.  Onr  enemy  bow  a&ot  (for  affectation  be 
most  aiippose  i%)  to  accuse  us  of  a  vioiatioa  of 
the  usages  of  civilized  warfare,  and  preanme  to 
place  their  severest  meaaurea  on  the  groond  of 
reuliation.  Adopt  this  measure,  and  they  are 
ju?tified  for  every  measure  of  atrocity  to  which 
they  may  think  nt  to  resort.  It  will  not  be  ia 
your  mouths  hereafter  to  complain  of  the  hnrning 
and  ravaging  of  yo^r  towns,  or  of  the  nnreaaooa- 
ble  rupture  of  negotiations.  He  called  opon  gen- 
tlemen, then,  to  reflect  whether  the  adopUuo  of 
this  measure  would  not  infuse  into  the  present 
contest  a  temper  which  will  defeat  all  hopes  of 
an  ^rly  peace. 

Mr*  FiuK,  of  Vermont,  denied  that  this  propo- 
sition was  of  the  character  ascribed  to  it;  and 
said  that  he  was  not  conscious  of  posaeasing  a 
disposition  to  sanction  any  such  measure.  What 
does  the  motion  propose?  That  the*  deserters 
coming  among  us,  instead  of  becoming  nuisance* 
to  society,  may  be  provided  with  the  means  of 
becoming  good  citizens.    But,  says  the  gentleman 
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from  New  York,  this  is  a  Tiolfttion  of  all  princi- 
ple. I  hare  nerer  understood  that  nations  at  peace 
with  each  other  were  precluded  from  receiving 
each  other's  deserters ;  and  is  it  understood,  that, 
when  you  are  at  war,  we  may  not  proride  the 
means  of  support  for  those  who  desert  from  our 
enemy  7  Did  gentlemen  desire,  in  order  to  main- 
tain tnis  ideal  national  dignity,  this  high  standing 
among  nations,  that  we  should  return  to  the  ene- 
my those  deserters  who  came  within  our  lines  7 
Would  the  gentleman  from  New  York  adrocate 
such  a  measure?  And  which  is  more  criminal, 
if  criminality  can  attach  to  such  conduct,  to  fos- 
ter them  when  coming  among  you  in  time  of 
peace,  or  provide  the  means  necessary  to  prevent 
their  being  a  burden  to  the  community  in  time  of 
war  ?  If  we  take  the  first  step  of  receiving  de- 
serters, why  not  take  the  other  which  is  now  pro- 
posed? But  the  gentleman  had  said,  this  would 
be  inviting  deserters  from  the  enemy.  Mr.  F.  said 
thejr  were  already  invited  by  the  nature  of  our 
institutions,  by  the  freedom  and  protection  they 
afforded  to  strangers*  And  Would  the  gentleman 
change  our  form  of  Government,  lest  in  its  present 
shape  it  should  tempt  the  soldiers  of  the  enemy 
to  aesert  ?  The  resolution  proposes  to  introduce 
no  new  principle.  We  do  now  receive  deserters ; 
and  there  is  no  gentleman  who  will  rise  in  his 

5 lace  and  more  that  all  deserters  be  sent  back. 
*he  gentleman  supposes  the  measure  to  be  with- 
out precedent.  Let  the  gentleman  r^d  Lord 
Wellington's  proclamation  while  in  Spain,  offer- 
ing a  bountv  to  every  deserter  from  the  Fredch 
arm  y  of  twelve  crowns.  This  precedent  had  been 
set  by  the  very  nation  with  whom  we  are  at  war. 
Admiral  Gockl)urn,too,  had  not  long  ago  publish- 
ed a  proclamation  to  all  who  wished  to  leave  the 
country  to  appoint  a  place  of  rendezvous,  and  he 
would  furnish  the  meads  to  carry  them  off.  Look 
also  at  General  Brisbane's  proclamation  to  the 
people  of  Vermont  and  New  York,  inviting  them 
all  to  ^lay  at  home,  in  other  words,  to  desert  the 
standard  of  their  country,  and  to  furnish  his  armv 
with  provisions,  dtc.  Gentlemen  mi^ht  even  look 
back  to  times  of  peace,  and  see  similar  conduct 
ou  the  part  of  the  enemy.  During  the  existence 
of  our  embargo  law,  which  was  very  oppressive 
in  its  operation  oa  our  present  enemy,  though,  to 
be  sure,  his  friends  in  this  country  spoke  very 
lightly  of  its  effect,  they  invited  our  citizens  to 
violate  it,  offering  tliem  protection  and  safe  con- 
duct in  so  doing,  not  only  to  any  British  port,  but 
to  any  port  whatever.  Whatever  new  distinc- 
tions ma^  be  drawn  on  this  head,  yet,  if  we  look 
at  the  efiect  of  measures,  a  more  direct  invitation 
to  rebellion,  even  in  time  of  peace  with  us,  could 
not  be  imagined.  From  some  cause  or  other,  a 
great  deal  of  sensibility  was  always  exhibited  in 
this  House  when  certain  subjects  were  touched. 
The  House  was  told  again  and  again  to  beware 
of  provoking  the  enemy's  wrath.  This  kind  of 
false  sensibility  was,  Mr.  F.  said,  fast  vanishing. 
Ask  the  citizens  of  Plattsburg,  Buffalo,  Havre- 
de- Grace.  Hampton,  G^eorgetown,  and  this  place, 
whether  they  had  rather  the  war  should  be  car- 
ried into  the  enemy's  territories  or  he  should  be 


permitted  to  carry  it  into  oars.  They  would  one 
and  all  decide  in  favor  of  the  former.  The  people 
begin  to  find  we  are  at  war  with  a  nation  whom 
no  considerations  of  peculiar  modesty  or  generos- 
ity prevent  from  carrjins  into  effect  anv  measures 
to  which  her  power  is  adequate.  Still,  however, 
could  dishonor  attach  in  any  way  to  the  measure 
Which  he  proposed,  he  would  not  support  it.  Bat 
even  humanity  demanded  such  a  provision.  The 
deserters  from  the  enemy  now  iniesting  our  cities 
were  at  once  a  burden  to  themselves  and  a  nui- 
sance to  society;  but,  planted  on  our  frontiers, 
they  would  not  only  form  a  barrier  against  savage 
incursions,  but  would  beconre  useful  citizens. 
Mr.  F.  compared  the  advantages  of  thus  diminish* 
ing  the  enemy's  effective  force  with  the  expense 
of  doing  it  in  any  other  way,  and  drew  a  concio- 
sion  favorable  to  his  motion.  He  was  determined 
to  support  this  war  by  every  proper  and  hooorabta 
measure;  and  he  considered  this  one  of  that  de- 
scription. Desertions  from  the  enemy,  be  said, 
were  daily  and  numerous.  Something  like  five  or 
six  hundred  men  had  already  deserted  from  the 
enemy  at  Plattsburg— many  of  them  useful,  en- 
terprising men^ho  Irish  to  become  citizens.  My 
wish,  said  Mr.  F.,  ife  to  make  them  usefbl,  by  giv- 
ing them  the  means  of  support  by  honest  industry. 
Mr.  (}ftoaTt:i<OR.  of  New  York,  said,  that  as  h« 
was  bound  to  believe  that  any  g[entleman  who 
made  a  motion  in  this  House  considered  it  honor- 
able and  proper,  when  he  pronounced  the  measure 
now  proposed,  to  be  dishonest,  dishonorable  and 
inexpedient,  he  did  not  mean  to  reflect  personally 
on  those  who  moved  or  advocated  it.  He  did 
think  so,  and  he  did  conceive  also  that  the  sug- 
ffestions  offered  against  them  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  had  been  in  no  dmree  met  by 
the  mover.  Had  they  been  met  ?  The  gentle- 
man talked  about  the  crimes  of  Britain ;  and  seem- 
ed to  infer  because  she  had  violated  principle  In 
one  way,  we  might  in  another.  This  resolution 
would  indeed  at  once  reduce  us  to  the  same  depth 
of  guilt  in  which  the  gentlemen  say  our  enemy 
is  wallowing.  The  measure  embraced  in  the 
motion  before  the  House,  being  in  the  nature  of 
retaliation,  was  different  from  all  other  such  mea- 
sures. It  was  wicked  in  itself,  because  it  encour- 
aged crime.  It  could  not  therefore  be  justified 
on  that  ground,  nor  indeed  on  any  other.  For 
his  part,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  voted  against  the 
consideration  of  the  motion,  because  in  principle 
it  was  wrong,  and  therefore  he  would  mot  evea 
inquire  into  it.  Without  tegard.  he  said,  to  the 
insinuation  of  pi»rticular  sensibilities,  the  usual 
cant  in  this  House,  on  such  occasions,  he  should 
candidly  discuss  this  question.  If  he  irnew  him- 
self, he  observed,  there  was  not  a  gentleman  on 
the  floor  who  would  go  further  than  he  would  at 
this  moment,  to  rescue  the  country  from  the  dan- 
gers which  environ  it,  to  repel  the  foe  that  tram- 
ples on  the  soil.  But,  let  the  danger  be  what  it 
would,  unless  the  existence  of  the  nation  was 
absolutely  in  jeopardy,  he  could  not,  under  any 
pretence,  consent  to  prostrate  its  honor  and  dig- 
nity by  plunging  into  crime.  The  question,  then, 
arose  whether  the  proposed  measure  ^f^  or  was 
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sot  of  a  criminal  natare ;  and  (his  question  he 
wished  fairlj  to  consider.  What  was  this  pro- 
position which  was  to  be  adopted  as  a  national 
principle,  as  a  portion  of  our  national  morality, 
to  stamp  oar  character,  now  and  forever  ?  He 
asked  gentlemen  to  say  if  they  would,  by  adopt- 
ing this  proposition,  offer  a  bounty  for  the  com- 
mission of  crime?  Let  gentlemen  look  into  the 
books  on  national  law,  they  will  find  desertion  to 
be  an  offence  of  so  black  a  dye  that  not  eren  en- 
emies are  to  encourage  it.  It  is  an  offence  in 
regard  to  which  it  Is  a  common  expression,  that 
men  love  the  treason  but  hate  the  traitor.  A  na- 
tion must  receive  the  traitor,  but  hates  him  at  the 
same  time ;  because  the  crime  of  deserting  the 
allegiance  which  a  man  owes  to  his  country,  is 
one  of  the  deepest  dve,  one  which  you  are  daily 
punishing  with  death  on  your  frontier.  It  is  now 
proposed  to  offer  a  bounty  on  an  offence,  to  which 

Jour  own  laws  have  decreed  the  punishment  of 
eath.  Why  stop  here  ?  Why  not  offer  a  bounty 
to  every  man  who  commits  treason  of  any  kind? 
Why  stop  here  ?  Why  not  at  once  adopt  the 
principles  of  the  Old  Man  of  the  Mountain,  as  he 
IS  called,  and  offer  a  bounty  for  the  assassination 
of  the  Kioff,  Governors  and  Generals  of  your  en- 
emy ?  Why  stop  short  by  giving  a  bounty  on 
desertion  ?  Why  not  at  once  give  a  bounty  for 
the  assassination  of  every  man  in  your  enemy's 
earop,  and  pay  the  perpetrators  of  the  crime  when 
their  daggers  reek  with  their  blood  ?  There  is 
little  or  no  distinction,  in  principle,  between  these 
offences.  Mr.  G.  repeated  that  he  was  ready,  and 
gentlemen  would  find  it  in  his  conduct,  to  travel 
every  honorable  lensth  in  defending  bis  country. 
But  nothing  short  of  preserving  the  independence 
of  the  country,  and  not  till  that  independence  was 
prostrate  on  the  ground^  could  induce  him  to 
adopt  a  measure,  embracing  a  principle  like  this. 
And  what  would  eentlemen  gain  by  it  ?  It  was 
already  universally  understood  that  the  soldiers 
of  the  enemy  deserted  whenever  they  could.  But 
say,  that  by  this  measure  we  gained  ten  thousand 
men— would  it  be  a  feather  in  the  scale;  would 
this  indemnify  us  for  the  black  disgrace  which  it 
would  stamp  on  the  very  forehead  of  the  country  ? 
But  look  at  the  further  consequences,  said  he. 
Believe  you  that  the  enemy  will  not  retaliate? 
That  after  you  have  committed  this  crime  against 
human  nature,  she  would  not  enter  the  Southern 
department  of  your  country,  and  kindle  a  fire 
which  you  could  not  quench  ?  This  she  had  not 
vet  attempted,  though  she  had  the  power.  Be- 
lieve you  she  would  not  capture  your  unoffending 
citizens  on  the  ocean,  and  keep  them  as  hostages 
till  you  delivered  up  those  whom  you  had  enticed 
away  ?  Yes,  sir,  sne  would  not  stay  her  arm. 
Look  at  a  further  consequence  of  such  a  measure. 
We  are  to  settle  these  ragamuffins  on  our  fron- 
tiers. Was  there  a  man  who  believed  that  these 
men,  who  were  picked  from  the  jails  of  Europe, 
these  sixpenny  men,  would  settle  down  as  farm- 
ers? No ;  they  were  men  of  dissolute  lives,  men 
fiot  acquainted  with  the  useful  arts.  Mr.  G.  said 
he  would  not  offer  inducements  to  such  poor 
wretches  to  commit  a  crime,  for  which,  if  detect- 


ed, they  would  suffer  death.  The  gentleman  had 
talked  of  humanity  ;  was  there  any  humanity  ia 
this  ?  In  its  consequences,  as  well  as  its  princi- 
ples, it  is  utterly  objectionable.  Whenever  the 
nation  is  pushed  to  the  last  extremity,  snch  a 
measure  might  present  a  question  for  considera- 
tion ;  but  we  are  not  driven  to  this  extremity* 
This  country  is  abundantly  capable  of  defence. 
Let  its  means  be  brough  forth ;  the  people  are 
ready  and  willing  to  raise  their  arms  in  its  defence. 
There  was  no  occasion  for  such  degrading  mea- 
sures as  this. 

Mr.  Sbabp,  of  Kentucky,  commenced  some  re- 
marks by  saying,  that  on  all  subjects  requiring 
the  deliberation  of  Congress,  he  was  pleased  to 
see  a  sentiment  of  jealous  regard  for  the  national 
honor  and  character  pervading  the  House,  and 
felt  disposed  to  allow  the  sincerity  and  candor  of 
every  gentleman  who  made  professions  of  it. 
After  hearings  very  attentively,  however,  all  that 
had  been  said  on  this  subject,  and  giving  due 
credit  to  the  ingenuity  of  gentlemen,  whose  ar- 
guments are  certainly  very  specious,  bis  mind 
had  not  been  convinced  but  that  the  measure  now 
proposed  to  the  House  perfectly  comported  with. 
the  national  honor.  It  was  true,  indeed,  that 
when  we  consult  the  conduct  of  nations,  and 
those  usages  which  have  the  force  of  laws,  we 
shall  find  many  traits  that  do  not  quadrate  entire- 
ly with  the  principles  deemed  honorable  in  social 
life.  But,  in  considering  subjects  of  this  kind, 
we  must  disentangle  our  minds  from  the  consid- 
eration of  municipal  laws  which  have  no  bmriog 
on  this  subject.  Treason  is  a  crime  of  the  high- 
est grade  against  the  nation  to  which  the  traitor 
belongs.  To  withdraw  allegiance  from  one  na- 
tion and  transfer  it  to  that  nation's  enemy,  during 
war,  is  treason  against  the  sovereign  autnority  to 
which  allegiance  was  due.  But  how  ought  we 
to  consider  this  crime  ?  Though  a  crime  against 
a  man's  own  country,  it  is  no  crime  against  that 
to  which  he  deserts.  The  desertion  of  a  soldier 
from  our  enemy  is  surely  no  crime  against  the 
United  States,  and  therefore,  as  to  us,  no  crime  at 
all.  Mr.  S.  examined  at  some  length  the  nature 
of  allegiance  and  of  the  obligations  it  imposed. 
To  screen  a  criminal  of  any  kind  was  partici- 
pating in  his  crime,  and  becoming  accessory  after 
the  fact;  but  it  had  been  the  practice  of  all  na- 
tions to  receive  deserters  from  their  enemies,  and 
to  permit  them  to  settle  among  them  if  they  be- 
haved as  good  citizens  ought  to  do.  The  nice 
principles  of  honor  the  gentlemen  had  laid  down, 
extended  far  enough,  would  impose  on  a  nation 
the  necessity  of  restoring  to  an  enemy  his  desert- 
ers, and  enabling  him  to  punish  their  offence 
with  death.  If,  however,  as  public  law  exists,  we 
may  give  them  aid  and  comfort,  and  afford  them 
an  asylum,  we  may  as  well  add  to  other  induce- 
ments as  those  which,  the  gentleman  says,  already 
operate  so  powerfully  on  the  soldiers  of  our  en- 
emy. In  so  doing,  the  principle,  which  is  not 
controverted^  is  extended  but  little  further  than  at 
present,  and  in  its  moral  consequences  is  certainly 
not  so  enlarged  as  to  affect  the  national  honor. 
The  force  ot  the  enemy's  examples  had  been 
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passed  over  io  stleace  bjr  the  gentlemaDi  and  their 
sorrectness  tacitly  admitted — their  authority  be- 
ing denied  only  by  the  ireoeral  intimatioa  that 
such  condact  was  contrary  to  national  law.  The 
proposed  measure  therefore  derived  strength  from 
he  preceding  conduct  of  the  enemy.  Bat,  ex* 
imine  all  history,  ancient  and  modern,  what  had 
leen  the  usual  course  of  all  nations 'at  war? 
To  weaken  the  hands  of  their  opponents  and 
itrengthen  the  hands  of  themselves.  Perhaps 
irecedents  derived  from  the  Revolutionary  war 
night  not  be  considered  by  gentlemen  as  bearing 
)n  this  point,  since  Britain  then  claimed  us  as 
ler  colonies.  Recollect,  however,  her  procIama« 
Jons  inviting  our  citizens  to  withdraw  from  their 
lUegiance.  Our  history,  it  is  true,  is  not  ample, 
>wing  to  the  recency  or  its  date.  But  it  will  be 
recollected  that  in  the  war  with  Tripoli,  our  ^al- 
ant  officer  conductin|^  the  war  on  the  land  united 
limself  on  that  occasion  with  a  pretender  to  the 
rripolitan  throne,  and  took  advantage  of  his  re* 
hellion  to  divide  the  forces  of  the  enemy.  Who 
censured  that  acti  Who  blamed  Eaton  for  his  cob- 
luct?  Yet  it  was  thus  only  the  Dey  was  com- 
pelled to  come  to  terms  which  he  had  before  re* 
:used.  This  measure  was  clearly  distinguishable 
from  a  bounty  for  assassination,  to  which  it  had 
[>een  likened.  Employing  persoos^ecretly  to  kill  an 
enemy  was  a  warfare  worthy  only  of  savages;  it 
was  an  unmanly  way  of  petting  rid  of  those  whom 
in  army  dare  not  meet  m  a  field  of  battle.  But 
to  withdraw  soldiers  from  an  enemy's  standard 
was  not  of  this  character,  and  was  besides  more 
correct  under  present  circumstances,  inasmuch  as 
the  enemy's  army  is  not  composed  of  soldiers  of 
his  own  country,  but  of  soldiers  from  Germany 
and  other  countries — men  who  owe  no  national 
allegiance  to  Britain,  but  are  mere  mercenaries 
in  her  ranks — who  fight  for  those  who  pay  them 
best.    They  are  calculated  to  be  the  most  dan- 

frerous  enemies,  but  are  willing  to  desert  their 
eaders  and  join  our  standard  on  sufficient  in- 
ducements. If  they  employ  men  owing  them  no 
allegiance,  have  we  not  a  right  to  withdraw  them 
if  we  caUj  and  employ  them  to  strengthen  our 
own  frontier?  As  to  the  objection  that  they 
would  not  settle,  that  objection  is  refuted  by  the 
terms  of  the  resolution,  which  require  actual  set- 
tlement on  the  land.  Let  gentlemen  acquainted 
with  the  Revolutionary  war  recollect  bow  many 
of  the  good  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  and  other 
States  wei^  deserters  from  the  British  ranks, 
Hessians,  Qermans,  &c.,  and  have  become  among 
our  best  and  wealthiest  and  most  useful  citizens. 
Mr.  S.  concluded  by  observing  that  this  was  a 
clear  question  of  expediency,  perfectly  within 
the  scope  of  our  policy,  not  contrary  to  national 
honor,  merited  the  attention  of  the  House,  and 
ought  to  be  referred  as  proposed  to  one  of  its  com- 
mittees. 

After  rejecting  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Brad- 
let,  of  Vermont,  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table, 
the  question  on  its  adoption  was  determined : 
For  the  motion  80,  against  it  55,  as  follows : 

Ysiis— Messrs,  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Aveiy,  Bsihoor,  Bard,  BameCt,  Bowen,  Brown, 


Burwell,  Caldwell,  Chappell,  Claik,  Comstoek,  Cos- 
diet,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Dana^ 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Deaha,  Eppesy. 
Evans,  Findley,  risk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,. 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Good- 
wyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkinsy. 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin^ 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Lefierts,  Ijowndes,  Lyle^ 
McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Mnr* 
fiee,  Newton,  Pickeni,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Penn- 
lylvania,  Rhea  of  Tenneseee,  Rich,  Roane,  8agei@evier, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Tannehill,  Telfidr,  Troup,  Udree, . 
IVard  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  > 
Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bsyly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brig' 
ham,  Butler,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cooper,  Cox.  C«d^ 
peper,  Davenport,  Dnvall,  Earle,  Ely,  Farrow,  Gasten^. 
Qeddes.  Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Halbei%- 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewi% 
Lovett,  Macon.  Markell,  Miller,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Osk- 
ley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Poet,  John  Reed,  Rogglesb 
Sherwood,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Vvginia,  Stanford,  Stock* 
ton,  Stnrges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachn* 
setts,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

So  it  was  adopted  by  the  House. 

HONOR  TO  THE  BRAVE. 

Mr.  HAWKiN8,of  Kentucky,  in  introducing  the 
following  motion,  adverted  to  the  unpropitious 
events  attending  the  commencement  or  the  war, 
the  more  mortifying  because  unexpected,  which 
had  caused  to  be  overlooked  bv  the  National  Coun- 
cils some  displays  of  valor  and  military  skill  which 
deserved  the  notice  of  Congress.  Tois  omission 
had  been  the  more  marked  because  of  the  almost 
unlimited  plaudits  during  the  same  time  bestow* 
ed  on  the  officers  of  the  Navy,  6oc.  Had  the  na- 
tion noticed  by  civil  honors  the  merits  of  a  Pike, 
a  Taylor,  a  Croghan,  a  Miller,  and  some  others, 
perhaps  they  would  have  done  but  sheer  justice* 
but  his  object  in  rising  now  was  to  present  a 
motion  limited  in  its  character,  and  confined  to 
objects  which  must  meet  the  approbation  of  the 
House.  The  resolution  he  proposed,  and  which 
he  had  hoped  some  other  member  would  before 
now  have  ofiered,  was  in  the  following  words: 

Rooked,  That  the  thanks  of  the  United  States,  in 
Congress  asserabled,  be  presented  to  Generals  Brown, 
Scott,  and  Gaines,  and  their  companions  in  &me. 

Beaohedf  That  Geneva!  Brown  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  the  other  officers  and  solders  under 
his  commsnd  the  thanks  of  the  United  Sutes  in  Con* 
gress,  and  the  high  sense  of  gratitude  entertained  for 
victories  so  splendid,  achieved  in  contests  so  unequal. 

Considerable  desultory  debate  took  place  on 
this  motion,  not  in  opposition  to  the  principle, 
but  from  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  mode. 

Mr.  Oakley  moved  to  commit  the  same  to  the 
Committee  of  Military  Affairs,  with  instructions 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  returning  the 
thanlu  of  Congress  to  such  other  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  United  States  as  may  have  distin- 
guished themselves  during  the  present  war. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sharp,  to  amend 
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the  motioo  of  Mr.  Oaklvt.  by  inserting.  afVer 
die  word  '*  Congress,''  the  following :  ^  with 
flQch  other  testimonials  of  the  nationiu  approba- 
don,  as  said  committee  fdiall  deem  advisable." 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Lowndes,  to 
postpone,  until  Monday  next,  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  resolutions ;  which  was  agreed  to. 


Tbursdat,  September  29. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Virgin ia,  John 
Clopton,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  the  copy 
•of  a  resolution,  transmitted  under  cover  to  him 
from  Philadelphia,  passed  by  the  Select  and  Com- 
mon Council  of  that  city,  offering  to  Congress 
and  Government  the  use  of  buildings  in  that  city, 
for  their  accommodation,  providiS  it  shall  be 
deemed  expedient,  in  consequence  Of  inconve* 
nience  experienced  from  the  destruction  of  the 
Capitol,  »c. — Referred  to  the  coDmriftee  already 
raised  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  LATTikOBt,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the 
select  committee  appointed  on  that  subject,  re- 
ported a  bill  further  to  extend  the  right  of  suf- 
frage in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  to  increase 
the  number  of  members  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil for  the  same. — Twice  read  and  committed. 

No  other  business  being  offered  for  considera- 
ttott,  and  none  of  the  committees  bdng  ready  to 
report,  the  House  adjourned. 


pRioAT,  September  90. 

.  Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New 
Hampshire,  Braobdbt  Cillbt  ;  from  New  Jer- 
sey, Jambb  Sobdbbman;  from  Maryland,  Niobo- 
LAB  R.  MooRB ;  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

The  Spsakbr  presented  a  fietition  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Indiana  Territonr,  prayiiw  that 
certain  companies  of  militia,  called  out  for  the 
defence  of  that  Territory,  may  be  paid  by  the 
United  Sutes. — Referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  House,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia, 
to  attiend  tne  Constitution.  That  part  of  the  mo- 
tion was  taken  up  which  goes  to  provide 

**  That  Congress  shall  havs  power  to  estsblish  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  whh  branchies  thereof  in  any  State." 

Mr.  Jackson  said  he  did  not  intend  to  repeat 
the  remarks  which  he  had  made  when  this  sub-' 
ject  was  last  year  before  the  Congress,  or  to  sar 
anything  in  anticipation  of  the  remarks  whicn 
might  be  made  for  or  against  this  proposition. 
The  utility  of  a  National  Bank  had  been  demon- 
strated by  every  day's  experience.  We  know  at 
this  day,  said  he,  that  some  Sute  banks  which 
have  st(M>ped  payment  have  not  only  refused  to 
receive  the  notes  of  those  which  continue  to  cash 
their  notes,  but  have  forced  their  holders  to  sell 
them  at  ten  per  cent,  discount  in  the  brokers' 
shops.    Independent  of  this  fact,  it  was  held  by 


all  gentlemen  of  all  parties  that  it  is  necessary  to 
the  convenience  of  our  fiscal  operations  that  there 
should  be  a  National  Bank.  The  only  difficulty 
opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  proposition  now 
under  consideration  would  be  on  the  part  of  those 
who  believed  that  the  power  proposed  to  be 
vested,  already  resided  in  Congress,  and  who 
might  contend  that  the  passage  of  sneh  a  motion 
as  this  would  by  implication  den v  the  present  ex- 
istence of  the  power.  Mr.  J.  said  that  he  did  not 
himsj^lf  believe  that  any  gentleman  would  hecom- 
promitted  in  this  way  by  voting  for  this  proposi- 
tion ;  that  it  was  best  m  all  cases  the  least  doobtfiil 
of  Constitutional  construction  to  make  assursaee 
doubly  sure.  Many  of  the  State  Legialatares  h^ 
declared  their  opinion  that  a  law  establishing  t 
National  Bank  would  be  an  unauthorized  act.  h 
would  be  better,  to  avoid  all  difficulties,  to  cot- 
suit  their  opinions,  or,  if  you  please,  their  prcja- 
dices,  and  receive  at  their  hand,  by  liberal  gnnt, 
a  power  so  essential  to  the  well  beii^  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  MoKbb,  of  Kentucky,  said  as  he  eontd  not 
vote  for  the  proposition,  it  was  perhaps  due  to 
himself,  as  well  as  the  Committee,  to  slate  his 
reasons  for  voting  against  it,  and  why  he  thought 
it  ought  not  to  be  adopted.  If  it  were  to  he 
adopted  and  sent  out  to  the  States  for  eoncur- 
rencOy  would  not  the  question  of  eonstitntionality, 
he  asked,  be  completely  yielded  on  the  part  of 
those  who  voted  for  it?  Whether,  as  such  a  vote 
would  be  a  disclaiming  of  the  power  by  Congress, 
reason  and  probability  did  not  altogether  forbid 
the  expectation  that  the  States  would  relinquish 
this  power  to  theOeneral  Ckiveminent?  A  huge 
majority  of  the  States  already  had  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  hanking  estaUtshmenu  within  their 
respective  jurisdictions ;  and,  so  far  as  the  paper 
ana  business  of  a  National  Bank  extended,  it  must 
so  far  deteriorate  the  State  bank  stocks^  and  cur^ 
tail  the  revenues  therefrom  on  whiehsome  of  the 
States  entirely  rely  for  the  support  of  their  gov- 
emmenu.  Besides  this,  the  interest  of  the  local 
hanks  extended  through  all  the  ramifications  of 
society.  Almost  every  individual  in  every  Legis- 
lature was  in  some  degree  interested  in  the  suc- 
cess and  prosperity  of  the  State  hanks,  and  would 
be  interested  to  reftise  to  grant  the  power  if  it 
was  once  yielded  by  the  House.  The  question 
presented  in  this  form,  appears  to  propose  a  re- 
linquishment of  power,  ana  will  aflbrd  an  oppor- 
tunity on  which  the  States  wiU  gladly  seize  to 
withhold  from  Congress  the  right  of  exercising 
this  power.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  qnestioa 
of  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  old  United  States 
Bank  at  all  decided  the  question  of  the  Constira- 
tional  power  of  Congress,  Tk%  history  of  that 
hank,  as  found  on  the  Journals  of  Congress,  was 
this :  that  Congress,  in  1791,  by  a  very  Targe  ma- 
jority of  both  branches,  passed  a  law  establish  ing 
a  bank,  which  was  sanctioned  by  President  Wash- 
iNOTOK,  and  went  into  operation;  that  it  after* 
wards  received  the  sanction  of  Congress  under 
the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefierson,  by  the  pas- 
sage of  laws  establishing  branches  of  it,  and  for 
the  punishment  of  those  who  counterfeited  its 
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paper.  It  was  a  fact,  that  every  member  would 
coDCor  with  him  in  declaring,  that  many  who 
Tcted  against  recharCefing  the  bank,  did  so,  not 
beeaose  they  did  not  believe  that  Congress  pos- 
sessed the  power,  but  because  they  believed  the 
mea5nre  inexpedient.  He  hazarded  nothing  in 
sayinsT  that  more  than  the  number  of  the  majority 
on  that  question  entertained  no  Constitutional 
scruples  on  the  subject.  In  the  Senate  the  ques- 
tion was  decided  u^ainst  renewing  the  charter  by 
the  casting  vote  ofthe  President  of  chat  body,  in 
which  there  wei^  many  irho  did  not  vote  ligainst 
it  from  Constitutional  eonsidenitions.  So  far  as 
any  decision  of  Congress  had  authority,  their  de- 
pisions  proved  that  Congress  had  the  poWer. 
This  subject  had  been  so  repeatedly  discusted. 
that  he  supposed  it  wouH  be  useless  to  refer  to 
the  Constitution  in  relation  to  it.  The  question 
had  become  m  point  of  political  faith,  and  ac- 
quired the  stabihfy  of  some  theological  opinions, 
on  which  arj^uraent  and  teason  were  thrown 
away.  He  did  not  aspire  to  the  ability  to  shake 
opiniODs  of  such  long  standing  as  he  knew  were 
entertained  by  some  members  of  the  Hou^e.  But 
even  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia this  morning  would  prove  the  Qonstitu- 
tional  pow^r  of  Congress  to  establish  a  National 
Bank.  The  gentleman  had  informed  the  House 
that  such  a  bank  was  necessary  and  indispensable 
for  the  convenient,  faithful,  and  economical  ad- 
ministration of  the  finances.  Availing  himself 
of  this  admission,  and  applying  it  to  the  ^[eneral 
clause  in  the  Constitution  Vesting  powers  in  Con- 
gress, he  contended  no  doubt  could  reihain  of  the 
power  being  in  Congress.  By  the  Constitatlc^n&l 
phrase  "  necessary  and  proper'  Was  not  meant  an 
absolutely  indispensable  necessity,  but  any  agency 
fitted,  suited,  applicable  to,  and  connected  with, 
the  faithful  administration  of  the  finances.  Every 
man  not  prejudiced  must,  by  experience  and  the 
gentleman's  admission,  be  convinced  that  Con- 
gress already  have  the  power  now  proposed  to  be 
given  to  them.  He  then  took  a  retrospective 
view  of  the  operation  of  the  refusal  to  recharter 
the  old  bank  or  establish  a  new  one,  and  proved 
conclusively  that  the  Government  had  been  very 
greatly  a  loser,  perhaps  to  the  amount  of  four 
or  five  millions,  by  that  omission — besides  the 
reduced  interests  at  Which  the  facilities  it  afforded 
would  have  enabled  the  Government  to  obtain 
the  loans  they  have  since  had  occasion  for.  It 
was  demonstrated  that  a  bank  of  this  description 
furnbhed  facilities  which  no  existing  institution 
did ;  and  it  was  therefore  proved  that  its  estab- 
lishment was  necessary  and  proper  to  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Government,  and  of  course 
within  the  scope  of  their  Constitutional  power. 

Mr.  Jag^bon  said,  it  must  have  been  observed, 
that  he  had  on  all  occasions  purposely  avoidecf 
expressing  his  opinion  on  the  constitutionality  of 
any  act  to  establish  a  National  Bank.  He  did 
not  consider  the  votes,  however,  during  the  time 
he  had  held  a  seat  in  the  House,  as  recognising 
the  power;  for  instance,  he  did  not  imagine  that 
any  person  could  be  considered  as  sanctioning  the 
institution  referred  to  by  voting  to  punish  the 


counterfeiting  the  notes  of  the  bank.  Policy  and 
everv  consideration  dictated  that  an  ofifence  of 
this  kind  should  be  punished,  and  the  law  for  that 
purpose  was  proposed  without  adverting  at  all  to 
the  Constitutional  question.  In  regard  to  the 
question  of  establishing  new  branches  to  the  bank, 
it  was  one  of  more  difficulty.  The  Constitutional 
question,  however,  was  not  on  that  occasion  stir- 
red before  Congress,  and  he  believed  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  not  called  on  it.  The  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates  was  limited  in  its  du* 
ration ;  and  whiUt  it  was  in  existence,  it  was  the 
duty,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  of  the  constituted  au- 
thorities to  ffive  to  it  efficacy,  to  punish  offenders 
against  it.  The  charter  of  that  bank  was  like  the 
contracts  which  the  Government  has  made  with 
the  national  creditors— of  which  he  hoped,  none 
in  this  House  or  nation,  whatever  be  had  heard 
to  the  contrary,  would  go  so  far  as  to  say  the  na« 
tional  (kith  was  not  pledged  to  redeem  the  last 
shilling.  So  in  regard  to  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  Sutes.  Those  who  opposed  it  of- 
fered no  obstacle  to  fulfilling  it  after  it  Was  granted. 
The  gentleman  had  said  the  State  Leglshitnrek 
and  individuals  composiiig  them  would  oppose  the 
grant  of  any  such  power  as  this  to  the  mtional 
Government.  Once  establish  the  alm6£t  UidU" 
pensftble  utility  and  importance  of  a  National 
DtLuk,  and  there  would  be  such  a  direct  anpeal  to 
the  honor  and  patriotism  of  the  State  Legisla- 
tures as  to  forbid  for  a  moment  the  ^ea  that  they 
would  not  sanction  its  creation*  Their  private 
interest  would  vanish  before  the  national  gixitf. 
But  even  if  this  base  and  grovelling  pasHion  bM 
tttfloeoee,  it  wolild  not  prevent  thetnTrote  mnling 
the  power  he  tori^Msed  to  ask  frota  them.  Mr. 
J.  miad^some  observations  going  to  sho#  that  tttii 
advanmge  to  the  iodividoal  Slates  fVom  the  ^tiib- 
lishment  of  banks  within  their  limits  irdufd  ppt» 
rate  as  a  counterpoise  to  the  dfeet  6f  the  collis- 
ion of  interest  bet#een  a  National  Bant  and  the 
Stat^  Banks — because  the  branches  so  to  be  es- 
tablished would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  were  located.  The  gen- 
tleman appeared  to  think  (he  adoption  of  the 
proposition  would  be  a  Virtual  acknowledgment 
that  we  do  not  now  possess  the  power  proposed  to 
be  given.  The  Constitution,  Mr.  J.  saio,  would 
never  be  destroyed  by  the  omission  to  exercise 
in  their  fiiliest  plenitude  the  powers  expressly 
granted  in  it^c.  He  adverted  to  the  eloquent 
argument  of  Vice  President  Clinton,  on  giving  his 
casting  vote  against  the  renewal  of  the  charter  of 
the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  before  the 
Senate,  in  which  body  it  had  been  ara[ued  soleljr 
on  the  ground  of  constitutionality.  The  Consti- 
tution, Mr.  J.  further  said,  admitted  of  differ- 
ent constructions,  about  which  the  most  learned 
and  the  most  virtuous  men  differ;  but  if  one 
violation  were  to  be  made  a  precedent  for  a 
subsequent  and  analogous  violation,  the  Consti- 
tution would  become  a  matter  of  convenience, 
instead  of  an  instrument  of  obligation.  He  advert- 
ed to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  at  the  last  session,  on  the  subject  of  the 
National  Bank,  who  had  decided  that  Congtea* 
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had  no  power  to  establish  one.  When  the  law 
passed  establish iog  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States  there  had  existed  much  doubt  as  to  its  con- 
stitutionality ;  and  General  Washington  withheld 
his  signature  for  some  days  in  consequence  of  it. 
The  same  doubts  still  existed ;  and  yet^  where  they 
were  most  strongly  entertained,  he  had  heard  of  no 
objection  to  amending  the  Constitution  to  as  to 
grant  the  power.  Let  us  not,  slid  he,  refuse  to 
avail  ourselves  of  the  advantage  of  such  an  insti- 
tution, and  of  removing  our  own  honest  scruples, 
by  refusing  to  apply  to  the  States  for  a  ||rant  of 
the  power.  Mr.  J.  concluded  by  expressing  his 
hope,  though  that  hope  was  much  weakened  by 
the  prospect,  that  his  proposition  would  be  agreed 
to. 

After  a  few  words  of  explanation  by  Mr.  McKeb, 
the  proposition  was  negatived  in  Committee,  who 
reported  their  disagreement  to  the  House. 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  Commit- 
tee in  their  disagreement  to  the  proposition,  was 
then  decided  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Aveiy,  Bamett, 
Bsylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bsylv  of  Virginiat  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbnxy,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Butler,  Caperton, 
Caldwell,  Champion,  Chappell,  CiUey,  Clark,  Clopton» 
Comstock,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Cnthbert,  Dana, 
Davenport,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Dnvall,  Farrow,  Find- 
ley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  For- 
syth, Gaston,  Geddes,  Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Han- 
son, Hawkins,  Hubbard,  Hulbert,  Irving,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Law,  Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes, 
Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Marfroa, 
Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Rhea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Rnggles,  8age,  Bchnreman,  Serier, 
Sharp,  8h«rWood,  Skinner,  Stanfoid,  Stockton,  Strong, 
Stniges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Masaachosetts, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  White,  Wiloooc,  Win- 
ter, and  Yancey — 86 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bowen, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Frank- 
lin, Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gonrdin,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Humphreys,  IngersoU,  Jackson 
of  Virginia,  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lyle, 
Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Newton, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Udree,  and  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvsnia— 44 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  the 
first,  second,  and  third  articles  contained  in  the 
proposition  aforesaid,  were  recommitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 


Monday,  October  3. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  York, 
John  W.  Taylor;  and  from  Virginia,  Hooh 
Nelson  ;  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

A  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Desha  to  in- 
struct the  Military  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  compensation  for  horses 
lost  in  the  service  by  mounted  Tolunteers  and 
militia ;  which  was  overruled  by  the  House,  bv 
a  small  majority,  under  the  impression,  it  appeared, 


that  the  subject  was  already  specialif  referred 
to  a  different  committee. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  of  Kentocky,  in  ofleriog  the 
following,  assigned  as  a  reason  his  desire  to  pat 
officers  and  privates  on  the  same  footing  in  this 
respect.  The  bill  which  was  passed  in  1813  on 
this  subject, contained,  when  sentfrooa  this  House, 
a  provision  applying  to  soldiers  as  well  as  offi- 
cers, but  that  clause  embracing  privates  had  beea 
stricken  out  by  the  Senate.  His  motion  was  in 
the  following  terms : 

Retohed^  ThattheCoomitleeof  ClaunebeiBstnici- 
ed  to  inqoire  into  the  ezpediencj  of  making  pi«ns»B 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  militia  piivatas  slain  in 
the  serrioe  of  the  United  States. 

The  motion  having  been  amended,  on  sogges- 
tion  of  Mr.  Desha,  of  Kentneky,  so  as  to  iocKide 
also  those  who  aiay  die  or  have  died  whilst  in  the 
service,  and  also  so  as  to  refer  the  salneet  to  the 
Military  Committee,  instead  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  was  agreed  to. 

HONORARY  REWARDS. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Committee  on  Miliury 
Affairs,  reported  resolutions  expressive  of  the 
thanks  of  Congress  for  the  gallantry  and  good 
conduct*  with  which  the  arms  of  the  United 
States  have  been  sustained  by  Major  General 
Brown,  and  Brigadiers  Scott,  Gaines,  and  Ma- 
comb, during  the  present  campaign. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  refer  the  re- 
solves to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 
There  were  two  names  omitted  In  one  resolve, 
he  meant  those  of  General  Porter  and  General 
Ripley,  whieh  had  been  associated  in  ail  the  ac- 
tions named  in  it;  and  he  did  not  see  why,  if  such 
should  also  be  the  opinion  of  the  House,  they 
should  not  be  incorporated  in  the  resolution,  as 
their  merits  in  his  opinion  entitled  them  to  be. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  said  it  was  desirable 
that  tbe&e  resolutions  should  be  acted  on  with 
uoanimity  \  if  not,  they  would  be  deprived  of  half 
their  value  and  consequence — he  should  not, 
therefore,  object  to  any  course  the  House  najght 
think  proper  to  pursue  in  relation  to  them.  The 
report  of  this  morning  was  intended  only  as  a  re* 
port  in  part.  In  acting  on  a  question  so  environed 
with  delicacy  and  difficulty  as  this,  it  had  been 
necessary  for  the  committee  to  prescribe  some 
limitations  to  itself,  and  it  appeared  to  them  that 
the  House  would  acknowledge  the  same  neces- 
sity. The  first  limit  they  had  agreed  on  was  to 
the  present  campaign — the  second,  to  Grencral 
Officers  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  lo 
considering  this  subject,  the  claims  of  others  than 
those  expressly  noticed  could  not  have  been 
passed  over  by  the  committee.  The  names  men- 
tioned by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  had  par- 
ticularly claimed  their  attention.  The  name  of 
Porter  was  intimately  associated  in  military  fame 
with  those  alreadv  mentioned.  Not  only  had  be 
been  distinguished  by  his  gaiiaotry  and  good  con- 
duct in  the  field,  but  by  his  zeal  and  activity  in 
collecting  together  a  band  of  patriotic  militia  ia 
aid  of  the  regular  army,  at  a  time  when  that 
army  most  needed  the  services  of  soch  reinforce- 
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ments.  Uoder  these  circiinutaoces,  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  committee  to  pass  b/,  nay,  not  to 
notiee  with  special  attention  the  claim  of  Gene- 
ral Porter;  bat  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  lim- 
itaiion  the  committee  had  prescribed  to  itself, 
ioasmnch  as  be  was  not  atuehed  to  the  regular 
serTiee,  but  an  officer  of  the  militia.  As  to  Qen- 
erl  Ripley,  it  had  been  thought  proper,  as  he  had 
not  been  first  in  command  on  these  occasions,  to 
pass  by  his  case  for  the  present,  referring  it  to  a 
future  occasion,  on  which  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  committee  to  embrace  other  cases  of  merito- 
rious conduct  displayed  ndt  only  during  the  pres- 
ent but  precedinflr  campaigns. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  said  it  was  far  from  his 
intention  to  object  to  the  testimony  proposed  to 
be  given  by  the  House  to  the  merits  of  the  officers 
named  in  the  resolve,  but  to  incorporate  in  it  other 
characters,  entitled,  as  he  thought,  to  the  like 
tribute.  For  that  purpose,  he  wished  it  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  Whole. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

Mr.  FxsK,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  directing  an 
inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  a  temporary  re- 
moval of  the  Seat  of  Qovernment  from  the  City 
of  Washington,  dec.  reported  : 

«« That  the  committee  had  had  the  same  under  con- 
mderation,  and  directed  the  Chairman  to  submit  to  the 
House  the  following  resolution : 

*<  Ruohtd,  That  it  inexpedient  to  remove  the. Seat 
of  Government  at  this  time  from  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the 
report — 

Mr.  FiSKf  of  New  York,  said  he  had  reported 
that  resolution  in  conformity  to  the  directions  of 
m  majority  of  the  committee ;  but  he  now  thought 
it  his  duty  to  move  to  strike  out  the  word  ^  inex- 
pedient," and  insert  the  word  "'  expedient." 

A  short  desultory  conversation  took  place  be- 
tween several  members  in  relation  to  the  state  of 
defence  of  the  place,  d^. 

When  the  question  on  Mr.  Fisk'b  motion  to 
amend  (the  effect  of  which  was  to  declare  it  expo* 
dient  to  remove)  was  taken  and  decided  as  tol- 
lows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Baylies  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brig- 
ham,  Brown,  Batler,  Caldwell,  Chamfrion,  Cilley, 
Clark,  Condict,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Dav« 
enport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Ely,  Fiak  of  New  York,  Geddes,  Orosvenoi, 
Holbert,  logersoU,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  MassachnsetU, 
Law,  Lovett,  Lyie,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffit,  Moseley, 
Murfree,  Oiddey,  Pickering,  Piper,  Post,  John  Reed, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Rafgles,  Schoreman,  Sey- 
bert.  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Sturges,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Udree,  Vose, 
Wani  of  Msssachusctts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wileox, 
and  Winter— 68. 

Nats — ^Messis.  Archer,  Aveiy,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bar- 


nett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen,  Bnrwell,  Capertoa, 
ChappeU,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Crawford,  Culpeper, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,Earle,Eppe8,  Evans,  Fsrrow,  Findtey, 
Fiik  of  Vermont,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Oaston, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hanson, 
Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Jack- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr,  Kevshaw, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lowndes, 
Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgom- 
ery, Mooro,  Newton,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Strong,  Stuart,  Telfair,  Troup,  White,  Wil- 
son of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey— 68. 

The  House  being  equally  divided — 

The  Speakeb  said,  he  was  now  called  on  to 
give  a  vote  as  unexpected  as  painful.  He  would, 
on  this  occasion,  as  on  any  other,  regardless  ox 
the  feelings  that  might  be  thereby  excited,  and  the 
impressions  probably  received,  give  that  vote 
which  he  believed  the  interests,  safely,  and  honor, 
of  the  nation  under  all  the  circumstances  to  re- 
quire. He  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  these  considerations  required  him  to  vote  in 
the  affirmative.  The  reason  for  this  vote  was^ 
that  this  District  could  not  be  defended  except  at 
an  immense  expense,  and  an  expense  perhaps  half 
of  that  which  would  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
war. 

So  the  amendment  was  carried. 

Mr.  Lswis,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  refer  the  re- 

Kirt  as  amended  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
ouae,  that  it  might  be  more  fully  and  freely 
discussed. 

Mr.  BuRWBLL,  of  Virginia,  appeared  to  favoi 
the  reference  of  this  motion  to  a  select  eommittec 
to  report  a  bill.  Although  against  his  own  opin- 
ton^  he  admired  the  firmness  and  decision  with 
which  the  Speaker  on  this,  as  on  every  occasion, 
had  acted.  He  was  desirous  that  this  ouestion 
should  be  decided  as  speedily  as  possible — and, 
although  no  person  was  more  sansuine  than  he 
was  that,  before  it  was  finally  acted  on,  the  opin- 
ion of  the  House  would  change  on  this  subject, 
he  was  desirous  now  to  see  this  resolve  referrea 
to  a  select  committee  with  instructions  to  report 
a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof. 

Mr.  FtsK  having  acceded  to  the  proposed  refer- 
ence to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bosinesa 
was  so  disposed  of,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  to-morrow. 


TuBSDAT,  October  4. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbolson, 

Eeeolvedf  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  amending  the  "act  laying  duties  on 
licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchandise,"  so  as  to  allow  the  pro- 
prietors of  spirituous  liquors  distilled  from  do- 
mestic materials,  of  which  they  are  themselves 
the  growers,  to  sell,  without  license,  any  quantity 
thereof  not  less  than  one  gallon. 

Mr.  Yamcby,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  unfavorably  to  the  petitiou  of  Eldwin 
Lewis;  which  report  was  concurred  in.  The 
report  is  as  follows : 
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lit,  be  considered  so  sacred  as  doc  to  be  approach- 
ed  by  the  GoTernment  which  eoacted  it?  Why, 
like  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians^  shoald 
it  be  irrepealabte?  If  pestilence  came — if  famine 
or  war  came — were  we  to  be  enchained  to  the 
spot,  by  the  magic  force  of  an  act  not  to  be  al- 
tered? The  proposition  was  monstrous;  he  had 
DO  hesitation  in  pronouncing  that  such  an  idea 
was  totally  destitute  of  foundation,  either  in  Con- 
stitutional law,  common  sense,  or  common  jus- 
tice. Congress,  Mr.  S.  said,  haii  settled  this  ques- 
tion by  passing  a  law,  not  only  asserting  the  right 
of  temporary  remoral  for  sumctent  reasons,  but 
delegating  that  right  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  He  alluded  to  the  act  of  1794,  by 
which  the  President  is  authorized,  by  proclama- 
tion, to  convene  Con|[ress  at  some  other  place 
than  that  fixed  by  law,  if,  in  his  opinion,  by  reason 
of  a  contagious  disease,  or  any  other  cause,  Con- 
gress could  not  meet  at  the  Seat  of  Gtovernment 
without  danger  to  the  lives  and  healths  of  the 
members.  If  this  matter  had  been  exposed  to  any 
doubt,  this  law  would  have  settled  it;  It  is  a  legis- 
lative authority  upon  the  very  point;  and  so  far 
are  the  people  of  the  United  States  from  enter- 
taining the  scruples  the  honorable  gentleman  had 
imputed  to  them,  that  there  was  a  very  common 
expectation  in  that  part  of  the  Union  Mr.  8.  was 
conversant  with,  that  after  the  late  inroad  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  destruction  of  the  public  build- 
ings here,  the  President  would  by  proclamation 
have  convened  Congress  at  some  other  place. 
He  mizht  have  so  done  with  strict  propriety;  the 
fact  which  was  before  him,  the  catastrophe  which 
had  happened,  would  have  justified  the  conclusion 
that  we  could  not  sit  here  with  safety  to  the  lives 
and  healths  of  the  members ;  the  general  terms 
of  the  act  alluded  to  seemed  designed  to  meet 
•och  a  case  as  had  happened,  ibd  although  the 
President  did  not  think  proper  to  execute  the  au- 
thority, yet  the  investing  him  with  it  was  decisive 
of  the  right  to  remove  tor  sufficient  reasons.  But, 
Mr.  S.  said,  he  would  go  further,  submit  with 
eottfidence  to  the  Committee  that  the  two  Houses 
of  Couffress,  without  the  assent  of  the  President, 
might  by  a  joint  resolution  remove  themselves 
for  this  session,  and  this  would  of  course  produce 
a  removal  of  the  Government,  and  all  its  depart- 
ments. Mr.  S.  relied  on  the  fifth  section  of  the 
Coostttution  to  prove  his  position.  It  is  there 
provided,  ^that  neither  House  shall,  without  the 
consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three 
days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which 
the  two  Houses  shall  be  sittings"  This  provision 
not  only  prohibits  unseasonable  adjournments 
and  separations,  bat  expressly  admits  and  recu- 
latea  the  general  power  of  removal ;  and,  (it  a 
grant  of  power  was  in  such  a  ease  necessary, 
though  he  thought  it  was  not,)  by  necessary  im- 
plication, it  invests  in  the  two  Houses  a  rigdt  by 
joint  vote  to  adjourn  to  any  other  place;  and  yet 
this  is  the  very  power  of  temporary  removal 
which  seems  now  to  be  called  in  question.  Mr. 
S.  said  that  he  felt  that  he  had  troubled  the  Com- 
mittee already  too  Ions  upon  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject; be  should,  therefore,  leave  the  questioD  of 


the  right  of  temporary  removal,  under  the  per- 
suasion that  no  member  of  the  Committee  enter- 
tained a  doubt  about  it. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
had  expressly  denied  the  Constitutional  right  of 
Congress  to  pass  an  act  for  the  permanent  removal 
of  the  Government — and  he  had  warned  the  com- 
mittee, and  particularly  his  political  friends,  not 
to  break  the  Constitution  of  their  country  nor  to 
disregard  the  sanctity  of  contracts  by  adopting  a 
measure  which  however  disguised  under  the  mask 
of  a  temporary  removal  had  for  its  real  object  a 
final  change  of  the  Seat  of  Government.     Mr.  S. 
said  that  it  would  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  this 
course  of  reasoning  to  say  that  the  question  of 
final  removal  was  not  now  before  us.    All  that  we 
were  now  prepared  to  act  on — ^all  that  we  should 
determine  by  negativiDg  the  proposed  ameDdment 
would  be,  that  it  was  expedicat  to  remove  for  this 
session  or  during  the  war  to  a  place  of  more  safety 
and  convenience  than  this  District  afforded  in  iu 
present  circumstances.    We  might  hereafter  take 
u|i  and  determine  the  other  great  point-^or  we 
might  leave  it  to  our  successors,  who,  coming 
from  the  people  after  this  discussion,  would  be 
the  belter  able  to  express  the  public  sentimenL 
But,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  thought  it  E>est  to  follow  the 
gentleman  over  this  ground.    It  was  due  to  our- 
selves to  examine  the  pretensions  set  up  that  ve 
might  be  freed  from  the  imputations  thrown  out- 
it  was  due  to  the  citizens  of  the  District  to  dissipate 
the  delusion  under  which  they  appeared  to  be, 
and  which  the  gentleman's  very  able  argument 
would  tend  to  confirm  if  it  remained  unanswered. 
That  argument  might  be  thus  concentrated.    A 
permanent  Seat  of  Government,  says  the  gentle- 
man, is  required  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.    By  that  instrument  a  power  is  given 
to  Congress  to  fix  upon  a  permanent  seat.    Con- 
gress have  appointeu  the  place  where  this  perma- 
nent seat  shall  be.    The  power  is  executed — the 
seat  is  finally  located,  and  cannot  be  altered  by 
law.    This  is  the  marrow  of  the  gentleman's  rea- 
soning— but  unfortunately  it  is  entirely  destitute 
of  foundation  from  first  to  last.    The  gentleman 
sat  out  wrong  and  ended  wrong — his  premises 
have  no  existence,  and  consequently  the  eonclo- 
sion  he  drew  must  be  unsound.    A  permanent 
Seat  of  Government  is  not  required  by  the  Con- 
stitution ;  the  Constitution  vests  no  express  power 
in  Congress  to  appoint  a  permanent  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  Congress,  by  passing  an  act  fixing 
the  Seat  of  Government  at  this  place,  have  exe- 
cuted no  such  special  aiithortty  as  the  gentlemaa 
contemplates.    The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  penned  with  great  pre> 
eision ;  the  great  men  whose  work  it  was,  did  not 
leave  express  grants  of  power  to  be  deduced  from 
obscure  sentences  by  a  course  of  subtle  reasoning: 
if  it  had  been  their  intention  to  guard  a  Stfat  o( 
Government  by  the  ramparts  of  the  Constitution, 
to  place  it  beyond  the  reach  of  the  legislative  arm ; 
if  they  had  meant  to  impart  to  it  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  irremoveabiiity,  it  would  have  been  done 
by  the  use  of  clear,  unambicuous  expressions ;  it 
would  not  have  been  left  to  oe  extracted  from  the 
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scetioD  on  which  the  geDtlemao  relied;  some 
laeh  proTision  as  this  would  hare  been  intro- 
daced — Confess  shall  hare  power  by  law  to  ap- 
point a  plaee  for  the  permanent  Seat  of  the  Gor- 
>rnment  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  not  be 
;hanged,  nor  shall  the  law  fixing  the  same  be 
iabie  to  be  repealed  by  a  future  Congress.    This 
>r  some  article  of  similar  import  would  hare  been 
ngrafied  in  the  Constitution,  if  the  Convention 
iad  intended  to  do  what  the  gentlemen  says  they 
laYe  done ;  but  there  is  no  such  provision ;  the 
>nly  article  having  any  relation  to  the  Seat  of 
Gk>verament,  the  only  Constitutional  provision 
which  the  gentleman  could  press  into  his  service, 
is  that  part  of  the  8th  section  which  ordains  that 
'<  Coneress  shall  have  power  to  exercise  exclusive 
'  legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever  over  such  dis- 
^  trict,  not  exceeding  ten  miles  square,  as  may  by 
'  cession  of  particular  States  and  the  acceptance 
^  of  Congress  become  the  Seat  of  the  Government 
'  of  the  United  States,  and  to  exercise  like  author- 
'  ity  <oTer  all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of 
'  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the  same 
^  shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines, 
^  dock  yards,  and  other  needful  buildings."    This 
is  the  section  upon  which  the  gentleman  relies — 
and  Mr.  S«  said  he  would  leave  it  to  his  candor 
whether  it  was  not  perfectly  manifest,  on  the  bare 
reading  of  it,  that  it  was  not  intended  to  impart 
any  principle  of  irremoveability  to  the  Seat  of 
Government,  but  simply  and  singly  to  secure  to 
Congress  the  right  of  governing  each  and  every 
place  where  the  Seatot  Government  might  be,and 
where  the  public  money  might  be  expended  in 
-works  of  defence — to  his  mind  it  was  perfectly 
clear  that  this  was  the  sound  interpretation  of  the 
section.    Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  power  of  exclusive 
legislation  over  the  Seat  of  Government  was  im- 
portant and  necessary  to  the  dignity  and  even  to 
the  safety  of  the  National  Legislature.    It  could 
be  derived  from  no  other  source  than  that  of  ex- 
press grant  from  the  people ;  it  is  granted  in  clear 
and  precise  terms.    In  addition  to  the  evident 
sense  and  meaning  of  the  language  made  use  of— 
the  other  places  besides  the  Seat  of  Government, 
over  whicn  the  same  section  extends  the  legisla- 
live  power  of  Congress  must  convince  every  one 
open  to  conviction,  that  the  object  was  not  to  se- 
cure the  permanency  of  the  Seat  of  Government 
at  one  plaee,  but  merely  the  right  of  governing 
the  people  at  any  place ;  for  the  same  provision 
in  the  same  terms  is  applied  to  forts,  magazines, 
arsenals,  and  dock  yarcu;  hence  it  would  follow, 
if  the  honorable  gentleman  was  right,  that  a  fortj 
a  magazine,  an  arsenal,  or  a  dock  yard  once  es> 
tablisbed  could  never  be  removed  to  a  better  site, 
or  be  abandoned  without  a  breach  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  of  the  public  faith.    The  article  then 
upon  which  the  gentleman  relies,  has  no  bearing 
on  the  question ;  it  was  designed  to  perform  ano- 
ther omce;  to  effect  another  purpose,  which  it 
has  folly  and  effectully  done.    But,  Mr.  S.  admit- 
ted that  Congress  have  unquestionably  the  right 
to  fix  the  Seat  of  Government— it  might  then  be 
demanded  of  him  how  it  possessed  that  power  if 
not  by  Constitutional  grant.    The  answer,  he 


said,  was  plain,  the  right  was  not  derived  from 
express  grant,  but  was  necessarily  annexed  to  the 
Government  immediately  on  its  creation,  by  force 
of  general  principles  inherent  and  essential  to  the 
legislative  power.    From  these  principles  it  in- 
evitably resulted  that  every  legislative  do  wer  pos- 
sessed a  right  to  locate  itself,  to  prescribe  and  reg- 
ulate its  times  and  places  of  sitting  at  its  will  and 
pleasure,  unless  restrained  by  the  Constitutional 
instrument — hence  it  was  not  necessary  to  confer 
such  powers  by  express  grant.    Therefore  It  is 
that  there  is  no  express  grant,  and  it  will  appear 
upon  examination  that  these  powers  are  never 
referred  tom  the  Constitution,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  limiting  the  general  power.    The  right  then 
is  inherent;  it  must  be  possessed  by  every  legi«la* 
tive  body ;  not  by  a  grant  of  express  power  to 
determine  times  and  places  of  sitting,  but  by  the 
general  grant  of  legislative  power;  such  a  power 
must  be  subservient  to  and  be  regulated  bv  the 
legislative  will,  to  be  expressed  in  the  ordinary 
way,  by  vote  or  statute.    This  vote  or  statute 
being  nothing  but  the  exercise  of  a  common  le* 
gislative  sanction,  was  subject  to  be  modified, 
altered,  or  repealed,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Legisla- 
ture.    The  case,  then,  said  Mr.  S.  stands  thus : 
the  Constitution  does  not  fix  the  Seat  of  GOverU'* 
roent.    It  does  not  even  direct  Congress  to  fix  it — 
it  merely  secures  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress 
over  it.    It  leaves  the  Legislature,  in  virtue  of 
inherent  powers,  to  determine  the  place.    It  has 
done  80  by  common  legislative  act  or  statute. 
This  act  may  be  repealed  or  altered,  because  it  is 
not  the  act  of  the  people  sitting  in  convention, 
but  of  the  Legislature — a  statute  has  appointed 
the  place — a  statute  may  change  it.    The  Seat  of 
Government  has  no  Constitutional  guard  to  keep 
it  stationary;  it  must  rely  on  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  the  legislative  will.    And,  Mr.  S.  added, 
that  this  was  the  only  true  and  safe  ground  upon 
which  it  could  have  been  left.    The  Convention 
had  acted  wisely  in  leaving  it  where  it  was.    The 
people  never  would  have  consented  to  any  other 
arranj^ement,  and  those  concerned  had  sufficient 
security  that  their  riehts  would  be  properly  re- 
spected.   Mr.  S.  saia  he  would  submit  it  to  the 
liberality  of  gentlemen  to  say  whether  a  country 
circumstanced  as  this  was  when  the  Constitution 
was  formed,  paying  a  just  regard  to  its  rights  and 
prosperity,  could  have  delegated  to  Conrress  such 
a  power  as  is  contended  for  by  the  nonorable 
member  from  North  Carolina.    A  power  to  fix 
the  Seat  of  Government — for  centuries — forever. 
Who  can  believe  that  the  people  of  the  United 
States  would  have  vested  snch  a  power  in  the 
Congress  of  1789?    Our  country  was  then  just 
emerging  from  the  dangers  and  difiicultieA  attend- 
ing the  war  of  the  Bevoluiion— our  resources 
were  not  ascertained — our  strength  bad  scarcely 
began  to  develope  itself.    The  imbecility  of  the 
old  Confederation  had  reduced  us  to  a  state  of 
almost  convulsive  despair.    A  great  crisis  had 
arrived— it  produced   the  Coostituiioii.     What 
candid  man, can  believe  that  such  a  power,  at 
such  a  time,  would  have  been  ^^^\^\tx  any  Con- 
gress  ?    A  power  to  fi«  *  permanent  a^at  of  G^^- 
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trnment,  without  regard  to  the  alteratioDs,  im- 
proveiueDts,  re volutioni.  and  changes  which  would 
naturally  be  produced  by  a  good  Cbvernment,  an 
increasiog  population^  and  the  settlement  of  the 
vast  regions  of  the  Western  country.  To  estab* 
lish  a  Seat  of  Qovernment  independent  of  the 
National  Legislature,  where  by  force  of  law  it 
must  remain,  in  spite  of  the  most  weighty  reasons 
of  public  interest  and  conyenience.  Tlo,  sir,  said 
Mr.  S.,  the  enlightened  people  of  the  United  States 
would  have  conferred  no  such  powers  on  a  single 
Congress — if  such  a  provision  had  been  presented 
to  them  they  would  have  rejected  iL  They  left 
this  important  concern  where  it  might  safely  be 
deposited,  not  in  the  Congress — but  in  every  Con- 

fress.  The  citizens  in lerested  in  a  particular  spoit 
ad  all  reasonable  security  that  their  rights  would 
be  properly  respected.  It  could  never  be  presumed 
that  the  Legislature  would  remove  without  solid 
reasons.  The  loss  of  dignity — the  trouble  and 
expense  incurred  by  a  Grovemment  often  *^on 
wheels" — the  money  expended  in  public  buildings 
and  improvements — the  influence  of  those  resid- 
ing at  tne  Seat  of  Qovernment,  were  all  so  many 
securities  against  hasty  or  injurious  removals. 
Nor  could  he  believe  that  a  bill  would  ever  pass 
ail  the  branches  of  the  Legislature  to  sanction  a 
change  unless  it  was  bottomed  on  strong  and  pal- 
pable reasons.  Mr.  8.  said  that  the  train  of  argu- 
ment which  he  had  pursued  furnished  a  conclu- 
sive answer  to  all  the  cases  put  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  particularly  to  the  case  of 
the  repeal  of  the  statute  establishing  the  Circuit 
Couru  of  the  United  States.  The  righu  of  the 
judges  were  Constitutional,  they  were  founded  on 
\he  express  grants  of  that  instrument,  which  or- 
dained that  they  should  hold  their  offices  during 
good  biehavionr,  and  that  their  salaries  should  not 
q^  diminished;  the  objection  to  the  repealing  act 
waS|  that  it  was  a  mean  of  depriving  them  at  once 
of  both  office  and  salary,  which  could  not  be  le- 

Elly  done  either  openly  or  covertly.  In  the  case 
fore  us  he  kad  shown  that  there  was  no  such 
Constitutional  grant,  and  therefore  there  could 
e;^ist  no  Constitutional  obstacle. 

Mr.  $.  said  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
(lorth  Carolina  had  relied  much  upon  the  word 
Mnmuyen/I,  which  he  had  found  in  the  acts  of 
Uongress  and  of  cession,  and  had  from  it  con- 
tended^ that  it  was  the  manifest  sense  of  Congress 
f  nd  of  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  that 
the  District  being  ceded  and  accepted,  mu»t  al- 
ways remain  the  Seat  of  Government.  He  ob« 
served  that  not  much  reliance  was  to  be  placed 
upon  an  argument  derived  from  a  svllabie  or  a 
word  in  a  statute,  unless  its  meaning  harmonized 
with  the  context  and  the  manifest  intent  of  the 
makers ;  that  the  word  permanent  was  not  to  be 
found  in  the  Constitution.  That  instrument  only 
spoke  of  the  Seat  of  Government,  and  therefore 
if  it  had  been  introduced  into  the  laws  with  de- 
sign to  alter,  enlarge,  or  restrain  the  Constitu- 
tional provision,  it  would  be  inoperative  and  use- 
less. A  statute  could  not  run  counter  to  the  Cod- 
stitution*»it  could  neither  restrain  nor  enlarge  its 
provisions  >  if  the  expression  was  introduced  with 


any  such  intent  it  was  vain  and  ni^gaiory.    Bm 
Mr.  S.  was  satisfied  that  this  waa  not  tae  case ; 
and  that  the  word  perwumeni  waa  introduced  for 
another  and  very  different  purpose.    U  would  be 
recollected  by  every  member  that  the  anme  act 
which  fixed  the  Seat  of  Grovemment  here  after 
the  lapse  of  ten  yearsi  established  it  at  Philadel- 
phia during  that  period ;  hence  Philadelphia  was 
the  temporary,  this  the  permanent  Sent  of  the 
Government.    The  word  parmamaU  was  evi- 
dently made  use  of  to  distiogaish  the  pcopoMd 
residence  here  from  the  temporary  abode  ia  Phil- 
adelphia.   Indeed,  the  word  itsell  when  applied 
to  statutory  provisions  meant  nothmg  more  thaa 
that  there  was  no  limitation  of  time  nonexed. 
As  to  the  acts  of  cession,  in  his  opinion  thej  had 
no  bearii|g  on  the  question.    The  eeaaion  is  re- 
quired by  the  Conatitntion,  and  could  only  be 
made  or  received  for  the  pjirpooes  contempfiatcd 
by  the  Constitution.    These  were  to  eoaUie  Coa- 

{^ress  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  the  District  u 
ong  as  it  remained  the  Seat  of  Gbvemmeac ;  and 
if  they  went  further  (which  was  not  ibe  case) 
they  were  bo  far  void  and  nugatory.    They  could 
impart  no  principle  of  irremoveawlity  not  (ooud 
in  the  Constitution  itself.    Nor  did  the  naken  of 
these  statutes  intend  that  they  should.    The  op- 
eration of  the  acts  of  cession  was  merely  to  sur- 
render the  jurisdiction  to  Congress  while  the 
Seat  of  Qovernment  renuioed.   The  removal  of 
Congress  would  not  ipjure  thepolitieal  rights  or 
liberties  of  the  inhabitants.    While  the  law  re* 
mained  unrepealed,  they  would  he  governed  by 
Congress ;  a  final  removal  would  put  an  end  to 
the  whole  fabric,  and  they  would  revert  to  their 
ancient  allegiance^  which  the  two  Slacea  would 
not  £ail  to  claim.    For  these  reasons  Mr.  8. 
thought  that  there  exiated  ao  Constitutional  im- 
pediment to  a  removal,  much  less  waa  there  any 
breach  of  contract  or  public  faith  in  ieaviag  the 
place,  if  the  public  interest  required  it  Goi^rees 
possessed  no  power  to  cootracti  and  never  had 
contracted,  that  the  Seat  of  Qovemaeat  should 
remain  here.    It  is  true,  said  he,  that  they  fixed 
it  here  with  a  bimaJUk  intent  that  it  should  re- 
nuiin  here,  believing  then,  that  under  existiag 
circunutances,  it  was  the  moat  fit  and  convenieBt 
place ;  but  Congress  did  never  attempt  to,  nor 
could  they,  deprive  their  aucceeson  of  the  inhe- 
rent right  of  removal  when  the  public  good 
should  require  it.    Mr.  8.  said  that  he  hoped  he 
had  established  the  right  of  Conacesa  to  remove 
the  Seat  of  Government,  either  for  a  seaaon  or 
finally*    For  one  he  would  never  give  op  his 
right,  nor  hear  it  denied  without  entering  his 
protest  aninst  it;  bm  although  he  claimed  the 
right  of  Congress  to  l^islate  on  the  subject,  yet 
he  acknowledged  that  it  waa  a  subject  of  great 
importance  as  it  regarded  the  public  and  the  citi- 
zens concerned.    It  behooved  Congres^  for  iu 
own  dignity,  not  to  be  capricious  u  to  the  place 
of  its  location,  and  to  take  care  not  wantonly  to 
sport  with  the  feelings  and  interests  of  the  inhsb* 
itanta.    He  would  never  consent  to  exercise  the 
right  on  light  or  trivial  grounds.    When  he  did 
exercise  it,  he  would  endeavor  to  do  it  with  a 
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sacred  regard  to  the  prineiples  of  justice,  so  that 
no  man  should  be  the  toser  bjr  it.    He  would 
make   compensation  where  compensation  was 
due.    As  to  the  subject  of  compensation,  Mr.  S. 
said  that  he  thought  it  not  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee; yet  he  would  My  that  he  thought  it 
ought  to  be  made  to  many  of  the  citizens  in  case 
of  a  final  remoral,  but  not  to  all*    He  would  go 
on   the  principle  of  preventing  actual  loss,  not 
thai  of  securing  eain.   The  great  landholder  who 
had  conrerted  barren  land  into  city  lots,  and 
made  a  fortune  out  of  his  sales,  was  not  to  be 
compensated    because  he  was  prevented  from 
making  more.    The  speculator,  too,  must  abide 
by  his  loss.    The  GrOYernment  minion  was  not 
to  be  paid  for  being  torn  from  his  hold ;  it  was  a 
more  humble  and  more  meritorious  class  of  citi- 
zens to  whom  he  would  extend  compensation; 
to  the  men  of  moderate  means ;  to  the  poor  of 
the  District,  (if  he  might  call  them  so  without 
offence,)  worthy  men,  who  had  laid  out  their  all 
in    procuring   establishments  which  would  be 
worth  little  iT  a  removal  took  place.    These  men 
he  would  compensate,  and  he  would  do  it  on  a 
larg^e  and  liberal  scale.    Mr.  S.  said  he  would 
trouble  the  Committee  no  longer  on  this  point. 
He  trusted  that  he  had  made  good  his  promise ; 
that  he  had  established  the  power  of  the  Gh)vern« 
ment  to  remove,  to  the  entire  conviction  of  the 
Committee.    He  should  not  revert  to  it  again, 
but  leave  what  he  had  said  to  take  care  of  itself. 
But  the  propriety  of  exercising  the  right  of  re> 
moval  still  remained  to  be  considered.    Is  it  now 
expedient  to  remove  the  Seat  of  Government  for 
a  season  to  some  other  place  ?    In  this  question, 
Mr.  S.  said  every  citizen  of  the  United  States 
had  an  interest.    It  was  a  great  public  question, 
and  ought  to  be  decided  on  principles  exclusively 
public,  on  a  cool  and  dispassionate  consideration 
of  the  public  good.    If  the  public  good,  if  the 
interests  of  this  great  and  growing  nation  require 
a  removal  under  existing  circumstances,  we  ought 
to  go,  although  the  people  of  this  District  might 
be  injured.     If  the  public  good  forbids  it,  we 
ought  to  remain  here,  without  any  regard  to  f>er- 
sonal  inconvenience.    He  had  made  op  his  mind 
with  reluctance;  but,  upon  a  view  of  the  whole 
subject,  he  thought  a  temporary  removal  at  least 
was  essential  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  the 
nation.    He  had  come  to  this  conclusion  on  the 
grounds  that  we  could  not  be  accommodated  here 
in  such  a  manner  as  was  essential  to  the  public 
service,  and  that  the  Gkivern ment  would  not  be 
in  safety  here  during  the  war,  without  incurring 
an  enoVmous  expense,  which  the  Treasury  was 
unable  to  pay,  and  to  which  it  ought  not  to  be 
exposed.    As  to  accommodations,  Mr.  S.  said  he 
did  not  mourn  over  our  losses  on  account  of  ^'soft 
seats,''  or  '^splendid  furniture'' — no  chair  was  too 
hard,  no  furniture  too  plain  for  him — but  are  the 
accommodations  reasonable?     Such  as  would 
secure  the  health  of  the  members,  and  enable 
them  to  do  the  public  business  with  propriety  and 
to  advantage?    He  thought  that  they  were  not. 
In  regard  to  ourselves,  said  Mr.  S.,  here  we  are 
in  the  Patent  Office ;  in  a  room  not  large  enough 
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to  furnish  a  seat  for  each  member,  when  all  are 
present,  although  every  spot,  op  to  the  fire-places 
and  windows,  it  occupied.  When  Winter  comes 
and  fires  must  be  lighted,  or  if  we  should  have  a 
Summer  session,  (which  appears  inevitable,  if  the 
war  continues,)  he  did  not  believe  that  the  health 
of  the  members  could  be  preserved  in  that  room. 
Some  better  place  of  sitting  must  be  provided. 
Here,  then,  was  no  other  resource  but  in  repair* 
iog  the  public  buildings— were  gentlemen  pre- 
pared for  this?  Would  they  follow  up  a  vote  to 
remain  here  with  large  appropriations  for  this 
purpose,  exposed  as  we  should  be  during  this 
wretched  war  to  other  attacks?  He  believed  not; 
no  gentleman  was  prepared  to  do  this  now ;  every 
cent  which  we  could  raise  would  be  necessary 
for  more  important  concerns;  concerns  of  vital 
importance,  of  indispensable  necessity,  to  prop 
the  droopiog  credit  of  the  nation  ;  to  paiy  the  sol- 
dier and  sailor  who  are  fij;hting  our  battles.  Are 
we  then  to  remain  here  in  our  present  conditioa 
until  that  peace  which  we  have  wantonly  thrown 
away  shall  return?  Are  we  thus  to  expose  our- 
selves because  the  good  people  of  this  District  do 
not  choose  to  part  with  us?  He  hoped  not.  If 
we  removed  to  Philadelphia,  we  were  offered 
accommodations  without  Incurring  any  expense, 
and  might  remain  there  until  this  place,  or  any 
other,  which  the  wisdom  of  Congress  might  se- 
lect, was  prepared  for  our  reception. 

Mr.  S.  paid  that  he  would  dwell  no  longer 
upon  this  point ;  he  was  willing  to  acknowledge 
that  it  was  the  other  consideration  he  had  al- 
luded to  which  most  influenced  him ;  it  was  the 
enormous  expense  which  would  be  incurred  in 
defending  the  Government  at  this  place.  He 
was  very  doubtful  whether  we  could  be  defended 
at  all  by  the  description  of  force  we  could  com- 
mand— a  militia  force,  to  be  collected  principally 
from  the  neighboring  States  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia.  He  had  Httie  reliance  on  tne  efficacy 
of  such  a  defence ;  it  had  once  been  tried,  and 
failed,  so  completely  and  radically  as  to  involve 
the  nation  in  disgrace.  The  force,  upon  this  oc- 
casion, was  of  as  good  a  character  as  any  that 
could  be  procured  now,  and,  being  under  the  same 
direction,  he  could  see  no  security  against  the 
repetition  of  the  same  disgraceful  scene.  This 
District,  he  said,  was  most  assailable ;  it  might 
be  approached  by  water  at  different  points  within 
a  few  hours'  march.  A  small  addition  of  force, 
a  small  variation  of  plan,  would  enable  an  enter- 
prising and  disciplined  foe  to  repeat  his  triumph. 
The  presence  of  Congress  here  would  be  the  only 
inducement  for  the  enemy  again  to  attack  the 
place,  and  he  thought  it  a  very  strong  induce- 
ment. It  was  evident  that  the  war  on  the  coast 
was,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  merely  predatory, 
intended  not  so  much  to  attain  objects  important 
in  a  military  point  of  view  as  to  harass  the 
Government,  and  expose  it  to  much  trouble,  and 
expense,  and  mortification.  The  dispersion  or 
capture  of  the  membrrs  of  Congress,  noj^assem- 
bled,  would  gratify  the  pride  and  rese«ient  of 
the  English  nation,  more  than  any  other  opera- 
tion their  army  on  the  coast  could  penTorm.    He 
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thought  that  there  was  a  great  fprobabilUf  chat 
the  enemy  would  make  the  attempt ;  they  were 
yet  in  the  neighborhood,  eridentiy  waiting  the 
arriral  of  reinforcements.    To  his  inind,  there 
eouid  be  presented  no  more  unfit  or  disgraceful  a 
situation  to  which  the  enemy  could  expose  us, 
than  to  oblige  the  National  Legislature,  whose 
deliberations  should  be  removed  from  the  din  of 
«rms,  to  be  witnesses  of  a  battle  fought  in  their 
neighborhood,  upon  which  their  safety  depended. 
If  unsuccessful,  (and  we  bad  no  great  reason 
to  expect  success.)  the  members  might  be  made 
prisoners,  or  owe  their  safety  to  flight;  their  pa- 
pers lost,  themselves  held  up  as  objects  of  scorn 
Co  the  foe,  and  of  contempt  to  their  own  people. 
But  if  he  should  admit  that  the  Gtovernment 
could  be  defended  here,  yet  the  expense  would  be 
enormous.    Some  days  agOj  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  Military  Committee  had  informed  us 
that  It  was  the  inteatioo  of  the  War  Departmeat 
to  keep  up  a  disposable  force  of  twenty-one  thou- 
sand militia  for  the  defence  of  the  District;  and, 
since,  it  had  been  intimated  from  the  same  quar^ 
ter  that  it  was  to  be  increased  to  thirty  thousand. 
Including  pay  of  officers,  waste^  the  wear  and 
tear  of  such  an  expensive  description  of  troops, 
the  expense  of  each  man  would  not  be  less  than 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day.  Twenty  thou- 
sand men  would  cost  thirty  thousand  dollars  a 
day,  or  ten  millions  nine  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year.  Thirty  thousand  men  would 
require  forty-five  thousand  dollars  a  dav,  or  six- 
teen millions  four  hundred  and  twenty-nve  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year.    He  considered  this  calcula- 
tion as  moderate,  and  he  asked  if  such  an  expense 
could  be  endured  ;  he  thought  it  ought  not  to  be 
endured ;  no,  not  for  a  month,  a  week,  or  a  dav. 
The  country  could  not  sttstain  it;   the  people 
would  never  submit  to  it;  they  could  not,  and 
would  not,  defend  this  District  at  such  a  cost.   It 
had  been  asserted  that  the  same  force  would  be 
>  required,  and  the  same  expense  incurred,  if  the 
Government  removed ;  for  that  this  place  and 
Baltimore  must  be  defended.    Mr.  S.  observed, 
that  the  destruction  of  the  public  buildings,  of  the 
navy  yard,  and  the  public  property  here^  had 
taken  away  every  inducement  to  attack  the  plaoe, 
except  dispersing  the  Gh>veramenL    It  seemed 
therefore  to  follow,  that,  if  the  Government  re- 
moved, little  or  no  force  need  be  kept  on  foot 
here.    And,  with  respect  to  Baltimore,  no  one 
could  believe  that  the  United  States  meant  to 
provide  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  men  and  keqi 
them  in  service  to  defend  that  city.    The  Balti- 
more troops  were  numerous  and  respectable,  and 
would  require  little  aid,  except  when  particularly 
threatened,  and  the  necessary  aid  would  soon 
be  received  from  the  adjoining  country  and  States; 
that  is  to  say,  as  many  militia  as  would  answer 
nny  valuable  purpose.    He  had  no  opinion  of 
keepinff  large  bodies  of  militia  in  camp^  they  be- 
come Homesick,  and  on  a  retreat  would  never 
stop  until  they  ffot  home.    It  was  true  that  the 
people^  the  Dutrict  were  entitled  to  protection ; 
hut  they  must  be  contented  with  the  same  kind 
of  defence  as  was  afforded  to  their  f^low-citi- 


zens  elsewhere.    But  he  would  ask,  what  oiha 
spot  of  the  same  dinMnsiooe  and  pofwlation  had 
such  a  defence  as  was  calculated  upon  here? 
He  was  satisfied,  for  himself,  that  this  gremt  force, 
this  heavy  expenses  would  not  be  required  if  the 
Ghiverament  should  remove.     It  would,  in  a 
great  measure,  be  saved  to  the  Treasury  and  the 
people.     The  times,  he  said,  called   for  rigid 
econoihy  in  every  department.  The  people  would 
soon  be  taxed  for  almost  everything  which  they 
wore  or  ate ;  almost  for  the  air  they  breathe.    It 
could  not  be  expected  that  they  woold,  onder 
present  circumstances,  be  willing   to  see  their 
money  thus  squandered  only  to  gratify  the  labe 
pride  of  making  laws  omoi^  riMt.  For  hb  pan, 
he  thought  it  unjust,  and  would  never  neitmr  to 
it.  Mr.  8.  said  that,  befere  he  sat  down,  he  would 
dechtre  that  he  had  no  coveic  iatentioo ;  that  he 
meant  to  go  no  further  than  he  had  ezpressei 
He  had  formed  and  would  deliver  no  opinion  ti 
to  the  permanent  removal ;  that  was  a  great  na- 
tional question ;  it  might  faettfely  confi&d  to  the 
wisdom  and  justice  oi  a  future  Confreas^    The 
people  of  this  District,  he  thought,  had  grttt 
claims  and  great  advantages ;  the  indoeeaentc  to 
return  here  would  be  strong;  nothing  but  a  con- 
viction that,  U|ion  great  prtncaples,  the  good  of 
the  nation  required  a  removal,  ciml^  prevent  the 
return  of  the  GovemmeuL    There  estsu  a  sut- 
ute,  having  no  limitation,  fixing  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment here:  this  must  he  repealed,  or  the  Gov- 
ernment must  return.    There  is  in  the  Dtstrict  s 
real  estate  belongiiw  to  the  United  States  of  coo- 
siderable  value.     The  inhabitants  haire   msiy 
claims  upon  the  justice  of  the  Gtoverament  which 
will   not  be  overlooked.     They  have  also  the 
zealous  support  of  a  great  interest  frooi  the  Sonth- 
em  States.    The  probability  is,  that  a  majority 
will  never  agree  upon  any  other  phiee.     He 
therefore  thought  that  they  had  magnified  the 
danger  they  were  in.    If  the  removal  was  tem- 
porary the  evil  would  he  tempoiary,  ami  mnst 
be  set  down  to  the  account  of  tkm  wor.    If  jc 
was  final,  compensatioa  would  be  made  in  all 
eases  in  which  it  was  due.    On  the  whole,  he 
should  vote  against  the  amendment  propoeed  by 
the  honorable  member  from  North  Caroitna. 

Mr.  QROsvnnon  and  Mr.  Fies;  of  New  York, 
spoke  in  favor  of  removal,  and  Mr.  Macon,  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Fma,  of  Vermont,  aad 
Mr.  RsuA,  of  Tennessee,  against  it. 

Mr.  PBAR801I,  of  North  Cfsrolina,  had  yesterday 
made  a  motion  to  amend  the  above  resolve  by 
striking  out  the  word  ^  expedient^  and  inseritsg 
in  lieu  thereof,  the  word  '*  inexpedient. ** 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  decided  ifi 
the  negative  by  the  folio wiag  vote:  For  the 
amendment  07,  and  against  ft  70. 

The  Committee  then  roae,  and  reported  pro- 
gress. 


THORaoAT,  October  6. 
Another  member,  to  wit:   from  New  York, 
ZaatTLON  R.  Sairaaan,  appeared,  and  took  his 
t. 
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EtEMOVAL  or  TH£  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

The  Hoa8e  resumed  tbe  eMfsideratiozi  of  the 
resolotioo  declaring  it  expedient  at  this  time  to 
rem  ore  from  the  City  of  Washington. 

Mr.  Pbarbom  addressed  the  House  as  follows^ 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  very  much  fear  the  Hoose  will 
le  ill  requited  for  their  indulgence  in  acceding 
o  an  adjoaroment  yesterday  at  my  instance. 
?his  apprehension  is  heightened  hy  the  cireum- 
tance,  that  it  has  fallea  to  my  lot  to  enter  tbe 
ists  with  an  adversary  so  powerful,  so  justly  dis- 
ingnished,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
ersev  (Mr.  SroesTOir.)  The  odds  are,  indeed, 
.'wful.  My  reliance  is  in  the  justice  of  my  cause! 
nd  the  candid  and  liberal  judgments  oif  those 
rho  hear  me.  I  must,  howerer,  be  germitted  to 
ay.  that  the  argpument  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
aan  from  New  Jersey,  (whom  I  have  so  often 
eard  with  couTictioa  and  delight  when  engaeed 
a  a  better  cause,)  has  tended  to  confirm  rather 
liaii  disturb  the  opimons  I  entertain  on  the  ques- 
ioD  submitted  for  €ntf  decisioB. 

The  losolated  proposition  before  us  is.  whether 
t  be  expedient  or  mexpedient  for  Congress  to 
emoye  theSeat  of  the  Gfeneral  Gk>vernraent  from 
s  present  abode  to  some  other  place  for  a  limited 
roe.  The  specious  garb  which  envelopes  this 
roposition  hides  from  the  superficial  eye  much 
f  its  real  deformity.  It  is  our  right  and  our  doty 
)  strip  it  aad  analyse  it  with  that  accuracy  due 

>  its  importauce — with  that  care  which  is  de- 
manded by  a  sacred  r^fard  for  the  national  faith, 
le  uatiooal  iaterest,  and  above  ail  the  preserva- 
on  of  the  union  of  these  States. 

Perhaps  fow  articles  in  our  Constitution  have 
larked  more  folly  the  wisdom  and  foresight  of 
lose  illustrious  men  who  framed  that  charter  of 
berty,  than  the  provision  in  the  8ih  section  of 
le  Ist  article,  which  save,  '*  Congress  shall  ezer* 
eise  exclusive  l^slatfon,  in  aU  cases  whatso- 
ever, over  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles 
square)  as  may,  by  cession  of  particular  States 
and  the  aceeptaoce  of  Congress,  become  the  Seat 
of  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States,"  &c. 

The  poliov  of  this  power  in  Congress  is  as 
laaifest  as  the  freedom  and  indepeod^ce  of  its 
fissions,  its  members  and  ddiberation  Are  essen- 
al«  That  this  sentiment  may  not  rest  on  my 
othority  alone,  I  beg  leave  to  enforce  it  by  an 
uthority  which  wiu  not  be  disregarded  by  gen- 
emen  oa  this  side  of  the  House^  with  whom  in 
eneral  1  have  the  satisfection  to  think  and  to 
ct,  but  nsanv  of  whom  I  regret  to  find  on  this 
ccasion  emiwdied  against  me.  The  authoricy 
lluded  to,  is  that  excellent  exposition  of  the  Con* 
titutioa  entitled  TV  Federalt^.  This  authority 
rill  not  be  objected  to  bv  the  other  side  of  the 
louse,  when  they  are  iafbrmed  that  the  extract 
am  about  to  read  in  the  production  of  the  present 
)hief  Majpstrate. 

In  considering  the  section  of  the  Constitution 

>  which  I  have  referred,  this  author  says:  *'The 
indispeiwable  necessity  of  complete  authority  at 
the  Seat  of  Government,  carries  its  own  evidence 
with  it.  It  is  a  power  exercised  by  every  Legis- 
lature in  the  Union,  I  might  say  of  the  world, 


<  by  virtue  of  iu  general  supremacy.   Without  it, 

*  not  only  the  public  authority  might  be  insulted, 
'  and  its  proceedings  be  interrupted  with  impu- 
^  nity,  but  a  dependence  of  the  members  of  the 

<  Gteoeral  Government  on  the  State  comprehend- 

*  ing  the  Seat  of  the  Government  for  proteetioa 
'  in  the  exercise  of  its  duty,  mi^ ht  bring  on*  the 
^  National  Councils  an  imputation  of  awe  or  in- 
^  floence,  equally  dishonorable  to  the  Government 

*  and  dissatisfactory  to  the  other  members  of  the 
'  Confederacy." 

For  those  reasons,  and  many  other  considera- 
tions which  wilt  suggest  themselves  to  every  ra- 
flecting  man,  Congress  were  vested  with   the 

Siwer,  and  it  became  their  duty,  to  establish  tha 
eat  of  the  GOnerai  Qovernment  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  This  power  has 
been  exercised,  this  duty  has  been  performed. 
The  subject  demanded  and  received  the  attention 
due  to  its  importance  by  the  first  Congress  which 
assembled  after  tbe  adoption  of  the  Constitutioa. 
Many  of  the  members  of  the  first  Congress  had 
also  been  members  of  the  Convention,  and  may 
well  be  presumed  to  have  best  understood  the 
powers  given  and  duties  enjoined  by  that  sacred 
loatrtfment  which  they  had  contributed  to  form* 
It  would  be  little  less  than  impious  to  accuse 
them  of  violating  their  own  act ;  it  would  be  the 
extreme  of  presumption  to  charge  them  with 
ignorance  as  to  the  limitation  of  powers  which 
they  themselves  had  prescribed. 

By  reference  to  the  Congressional  Register  of 
1789,  it  will  be  found  that  the  first  Congress  had 
scarcely  assembled  before  their  attention  was 
peculiarly  directed  to  the  important  subject  of 
locating  the  permanent  Seat  or  the  GOnerai  Gov* 
ernment  in  tne  mode  pointed  out  by  the  Coasti- 
ttttion^  Those  friends  of  union  well  knew  the 
necessity  of  this  power,  and  its  inevitable  tendency 
to  bind  faster  and  faster  the  members  of  this  po>- 
litical  association,  some  of  whom  were  but  feenly 
knit  toffetber,  ana  the  cement  of  the  whole  yet 
soft  and  infirm.  Bvery  effort  was  therefore  essen* 
tial  to  give  a  heart  to  this  body,  from  which  its 
several  members  would  derive  support,  strength, 
and  confidence;  This  great  object  was  to  be 
effected  by  embraciog  the  earliest  opportunitv  to 
establish  the  permanent  Seat  of  theQeneral  Ciov* 
ernment  on  principles  of  jattice  and  equality; 
having  a  due  regard  to  the  ex^nt,  populatioD, 
and  convenience  of  all  the  States ;  regarding,  at 
the  same  time,  the  progressive  increase  or  our 
Weatern  settlements,  the  Atlantic  navigation,  and 
a  convenient  intercourse  with  the  Western  coun- 
try. Upon  these  principles,  it  was  resolved  by 
the  first  Congress  to  fix  the  permanent  residence 
of  the  Government. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  the  House  that,  in  the 
oourse  of  my  remarks  the  other  day,  I  referred  to 
the  speeches  of  almost  every  distiaguished  mem- 
ber of  the  first  Congress  in  relation  to  this  suhjeet. 
from  which  it  appeared  that  not  one  individual 
member  questioned  the  Constitutional  right  of 
Congress  to  establish  permanently  the  Seat  of  the 
Government  On  the  contrary,  every  member 
knew  and  admitted  they  were  then  legulating  oa 
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tt  qaestion  not  so  important  to  themselrct  tt  that 
moment,  but  which  was  deemed  ? itally  important 
to  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  as  it  would  be 
binding  for  ages  yet  to  come.  With  this  under- 
standing, and  for  this  object,  we  find  the  word 
ftrmomienl  emphatically  used  in  everv  resolution, 
m  ^ery  act,  in  efery  speech,  syllable,  or  letter 
on  this  subject.  It  is  tru^  in  the  discussion  on 
this  subject,  local  jealousitt,  local  feelings  and 
influence  were  not  totally  discarded.  They  were 
manifested  as  to  the  place  which  should  become 
the  centre  of  the  Union,  but  entered  not  into  the 
question  of  the  perpetuity  of  the  act  about  to  be 
performed.  The  essence  of  the  act  was  its  per- 
petuity, its  binding  force  on  future  legislatures,  to 
put  forerer  at  rest  a  question,  the  agitation  of 
which  might  in  after  times  awaken  and  gire  new 
Tigor  to  passions  and  jealousies,  which  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution  had  hushed,  and  which  it 
was  the  first  dutv  of  wise  legislators  to  keep  in 
profound  sleep;  because,  if  again  aroused,  they 
might  shake  the  Union  to  its  centre. 

The  principles  on  which  the  permanent  Seat 
of  the  General  Government  should  be  established 
being  recognised  and  admitted  by  all,  the  contest 
solely  rested  between  the  rival  pretensions  of  the 
banks  of  the  Susquehanna  and  thove  of  the  Poto- 
mac.   The  superior  claims  of  the  Potomac  ulti- 
mately prevailed,  and  Congress  did,  on  the  15th 
of  July,  1790,  and  by  an  amendatory  act  of  March 
3d,  1791,  designate  and  accept  the  present  District 
of  Columbia  for  ^  the  permanent  Seat  of  the  GFor- 
ernment  of  the  United  States."    By  the  same 
and  subsequent  acts,  the  President  was  authorized 
to  enter  into  engaffements  for  the  acceptance  of 
auch  quantity  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Po- 
tolmac,  within  the  said  District,  as  he  might  deem 
proper  for  the  use  qf  the  United  States.    He  was 
authorized  to  erect  public  buildings,  and,  through 
the  agency  of  commissioners,  to  lay  off  and  desig- 
nate the  plan  of  this  city,  which  bears  iu  name. 
For  this  purpose,  he  was  vested  with  power  to 
«nter  into  contracts  and  stipulations  with  the  pro- 
prietors of  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  city  for 
an  absolute  transler  of  their  lands  in  fee  simple, 
for  the  objects  contemplated,  and  in  consideration 
of  the  act  of  Congress  establishing  the  permanent 
Seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
By  virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in  the  President, 
and  in  consideration  of  the  objects  specified  in 
the  several  acts  of  Congress  alluded  to,  the  pro- 
prietors did  cede  to  the  United  States  at  least 
three-fourths  of  all  the  lands  within  the  limits  of 
this  city,  and  for  which  no  compensation  was  re- 
ceived, except  for  a  few  acres  on  which  public 
buildinffs  were  erected,  and  some  squares  exclu- 
sively designed  for  public  purposes.    In  further- 
ance of  these  objects,  a  great  variety  of  other 
powers  were  granted  to  the  President,  the  execu- 
tion of  which  necessarily  involved  the  interests 
of  numerous  individuals,  and  for  the  successful 
completion  of  which  public  faith  could  and  did 
alone  constitute  the  guarantee.     Under   these 
powers,  and  for  the  objects  contemplated,  large 
donations  were  received,  lots  were  sold,  loans 
were  obtained,  and  pledges  given,  for  their  re- 


payment, of  the  very  property  which  bad  been 
surrendered  by  individuals  to  the  United  Suites. 

The  donations  from  the  States  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  together  with  the  sale  of  lots, 
which  cost  the  Government  nothing,  amomit  to 
more  than  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Txie 
public  ground  remaininff  unsold,  is  estimated  at 
nearly  one  million  of  dofiars.  It  may  be  worthy 
of  remark,  that  soon  after  the  establtsbmettt  of 
this  District  as  the  fiermoneitf  seat  of  the  Gov- 
ernment foreigners  were  authorized  to  purchase 
and  hold  lands  within  its  limits.  The  then  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  General  Washiogton, 
availed  himself  of  this  circumstance,  not  only 
to  raise  funds,  but  also  to  interest  respecuble  for- 
eigners and  skilful  artisans  of  all  countries  in 
aid  of  this  new  but  extensive  establishment. 
With  this  view  agents  were  sent  to  Europe  with 
official  certified  copies  of  all  the  laws  and  pro- 
ceedings in  relation  to  this  subject,  on  the  au- 
thority of  which  artists  were  induced  to  come 
from  various  parts  of  £urope  and  settle  here. 
Large  sales  or  city  lou  were  made  in  different 
countries  of  Europe,  particularly  Holland  and 
England,  which  property  to  the  amount  of  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  is  still  held  by  those 
purchasers  or  those  claiming  under  them. 

Two  other  material  parties  to  the  compact  for 
fixing  the  permanent  Seat  of  the  Government 
yet  remain  to  be  heard.  These  are  the  Sutes  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland.  We  need  barely  refer 
to  the  laws  of  those  States  to  learn  the  motif  a 
and  considerations  which  induced  them  to  sur- 
render their  jurisdiction  not  only  of  soil  but  per- 
sons, to  the  extent  of  ten  miles  square  in  the 
most  important  section  of  their  States.  I  will 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  moment  to 
a  few  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  Maryland, 
passed  19lh  December,  1791.  entitled  ^An  act 
concerning  the  Territory  of  Cfolumbia  and  City 
of  Washington."  The  preamble  commences  in 
these  emphatic  terms:  ^Whereas  the  President 
'  of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  several  acts 
'  of  Congress,  and  acts  of  the  Assemblies  of  Yir^ 

*  ginia  and  Maryland,  by  his  proclamation,  dated 

*  at  Georgetown,  on  the  30ih  day  of  March,  179L 
'  did  decjpe  and  make  known,  that  the  whole  ot 
'  the  territory  of  ten  miles  square,  for  the  per- 
<  manent  Seat  of  Gkivernmeot  of  the  United 
'  States,  shall  be  located,"  dbe.  ''And,  whereas 
'  Notley  Young,  Daniel  Carroll  of  Doddingtoo, 
^  and  many  others,  proprietors  of  the  greater  part 
'  of  the  land  hereinafter  mentioned,  have  mcb 
'  laid  out  in  a  city,  came  into  an  agreement,  asd 
'  have  conveyed  their  lands  in  trust  to  Thomas 
'  Beall,  son  of  George,  and  John  Mackall  Gsott, 
'  whereby  they  have  subjected  their  lands  to  be 
^  laid  out  as  a  city,  given  up  part  to  the  United 

*  Stales,  and  subjected  other  parts  to  be  sold  to 

*  raise  money  as  a  donation  to  be  employed  ac- 
'  cording  to  the  act  of  Congress  for  establishing 
'  the  temporary  and  permanent  Smt  of  the  Got- 
^  ernment  of  the  United  States,  under  and  upon 
'  the  terms  and  conditions  contained  in  each  of 
'  said  deeds,''  dbc. 

By  the  second  section  of  said  law,  it  \a  enacted) 
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=  That  all  that  |>art  of  the  said  Territory  called 
Columbia,  which  lies  within  the  limits  of  this 
Slate,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  acknowl- 
edged to  be,  forever  ceded  and  relinquished  to 
the  Congress  and  Go?ernment  of  the  United 
States,  in  full  and  absolote  right  and  exclusive 
jurisdiction,  as  well  of  soil  as  of  persons  resi- 
ding or  to  reside  thereon,  parsuant  to  the  tenor 
and  effect  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States," 
be.  This  law  then  proceeds  to  subject  other 
ands  within  the  limits  of  the  citjr  to  the  same 
erms  and  conditions  as  those  which  had  been 
ransferred  as  before  recited,  and  concludes  by 
aaking  a  donation  of  $72,000,  to  be  applied  to 
be  erection  of  public  buildings  or  other  improve- 
nents  in  the  City  of  Washington  for  the  use  of 
he  United  States.  As  this  subject  was  until 
rery  lately  little  understood  by  myself,  and  pos- 
;ibly  less  so  hy  many  members  or  the  House,  I 
lave  deemed  it  necessary  to  a  correct  decision, 
ind  a  proper  application  of  facts  to  principles,  to 
nve  a  general  history  of  the  establishment  of  the 
5eat  of  Gbvernment  at  this  place,  that  we  and 
be  nation  should  know  and  reflect  on  the  nu« 
aerous  obligations  by  which  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
irnmeot  is  fa^und  to  its  present  spot — obligations 
cssting  not  on  fluctuating  notions  of  policy,  but 
lowing  from  the'  Constitution,  sanctioned  oy  re- 
peated laws,  rivetted  by  compacts  with  States 
md  individuals,  and  rendered  sacred  by  the 
>lighted  faith  of  the  nation. 

1  will  now  endeavor,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  pursue 
nore  directly  the  arguments  of  the  ^ntleman 
Torn  New  Jersey  through  all  their  divisions  and 
iubdi visions,  and  also  notice  some  remarks  which 
lave  fallen  from  the  gentlemen  from  New  York, 
[Messrs.  GaosvanoR  and  Fisk.)  The  gentle- 
nan  from  New  Jersey  contends :  1st.  That  Con- 
gress have  the  right  to  remove  the  Seat  of  Gtov- 
^rnment  for  a  limited  time,  on  good  and  sufficient 
*easons.  This  is  a  position  so  broad  and  indefi- 
lite  as  not  to  admit  of  a  distinct  reply.  That 
circumstances  and  exigencies  may  happen  which 
would  render  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  not 
9nly  proper  but  necessary,  never  was  and  never 
Ban  be  questioned.  The  very  terms  of  the  gen- 
tleman's position. '' on  good  and  sufficient  rea- 
sons," do  impliedly,  if  not  expressly,  admit,  that 
this  right  does  not  exist  and  cannot  be  exercised 
BIS  an  ordinary  discretionary  legislative  power. 
The  cases  put  by  the  honorable  gentleman  of 
pestilence,  famine,  and  invasion,  are  cases  of  ne- 
ceesiiy,  where  nothing  is  left  to  legislative  will, 
where  no  human  laws  can  control;  the  argu- 
ment, then,  like  all  arguments  drawn  from  neces- 
sity, proves  too  mucn,  and  therefore  proves  no- 
thing at  all. 

The  act  of  1794,  which  the  gentleman  has 
brought  to  his  aid,  and  on  which  he  placed  great 
reliance,  is  precisely  of  the  character  of  the  other 
instances  aadaced,  and  must  fall  into  the  same 
result.  By  that  act  the  President  was  anthorized 
to  convene  Congress  at  a  different  place  from 
that  to  which  it  was  adjourned,  in  the  event  of 
Ihe  prevalence  of  contagious  sickness  or  other 


circumstances  which,  in  bis  opinion,  would  be 
hazardous  to  the  lives  or  health  of  the  members. 
This  act  was  proper  because  it  was  necessary  to 
the  existence  of  Congress  itself;  it  grew  out  of 
the  circumstance  of  the  yellow  fever,  which  pre- 
vailed in  Philadelphia  about  that  time,  and  can- 
not be  considered  as  an  ordinary  exercise  of  pow- 
er in  Congress  to  change  the  seat  of  Government 
ad  libilum.    To  argue  from  the  case  which  the 
gentleman  has  put,  that  the  Seat  of  Government 
may  be  changed  whenever  Congress  may  think 
proper,  is,  in  my  judgment,  as  awurd  as  it  would 
be  for  me  to  contend  that  the  Seat  of  Gk>vern* 
ment  must  continue  here,  although  the  whole 
District  were  swallowed  up  by  an  earthquake. 
As  to  a  temporary  removal,  my  argument  is  sim- 
ply this,  that  Congress  has  not  the  right  to  re- 
move the  Seat  of  Government  for  a  limited  time, 
unless  for  imperious  causes,  which,  if  they  con- 
tinue to  exist,  would  justify  and  render  inevitable 
a  permanent  removal.    Such  cases  do  not  exist ; 
they  are  not  pretended  to  exist.    Thegentlemanf 
as  if  indeed  hard  pressed  for  argument,  has  re- 
sorted to  the  fifth  section  of  the  Constitution  to 
prove  what  never  was  disputed— what  may  be 
termed  an  every  day  practice— That  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  may  by  joint  resolution  ad- 
journ for  more  than  three  days — may  adjourn 
their  sessions  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
Executive,  and  that  neither  House  shall  without 
the  consent  of  the  other  change  the  place  of  its 
sitting.    The  only  power  given  to  Congress  by 
this  section  is,  that  of  regulating  its  own  ad- 
journment independent  of  the  Executive  branch 
of  the  Government ;  the  other  part  of  the  sec- 
tion is  a  necessary  restriction  on  each  House 
separately,  to  produce  harmony  in  their  proceed- 
ings, despatch  of  business,  and  to  prevent  unrea- 
sonable adjournments  and  inconvenient  separa- 
tions, or  in  other  words,  to  prevent  the  two 
Houses  from  being  too  far  apart  for  the  neces- 
sary concurrence  of  legislation  and  despatch  of 
public  business.    I  appeal  with  confidence  to  the 
candor  of  the  gentleman  himself.    I  appeal  to 
the  common  sense  of  every  member  of  the  House, 
whether  it  can  for  a  moment  be  believed,  that 
this  section  of  the  Constitution  gives  lo  Con- 

{^ress  the  power,  (without  even  the  fcWn  of  a 
aw,)  to  remove  the  Seat  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States?  Will  it  be  contended  (ad- 
mitting for  a  moment  that  we  have  the  right 
ourselves  to  remove)  that  we  can^ithout  a  law, 
compel  the  President  and  all  the  Departments  to 
march  off  to  Philadelphia  or  to  the  Alleghany 
mountains  at  the  word  of  command,  or  that  they 
would,  without  the  authority  of  law,  exercise  at 
their  new  locations  one  single  function  of  their 
departments  7  But,  says  the  gentlemen,  if  we 
go,  the  President  and  Departments  will  follow, 
and  thus  we  remove  the  Gfovernment.  Thus  by 
a  sort  of  legislative  legerdemain  we  put  the  €rOT- 
ernment  on  wheels  and  push  off  at  full  gallop.  I 
must  confess,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  shocked  at  such 

Ian  argument  from  such  a  source.  I  had  believed 
that  the  fair  and  lofty  mind  of  **^«  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  could  uox  have  d%- 
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scended  so  low.  I  had  been  taasbt  to  belieTe 
thai  the  pure  prineipies  of  Federalism  disdaiaed 
to  do  an  act  indirectiy  which  ooald  not  be  done 
directly  without  a  TiolatioD  of  the  CoDstitution. 
"  If  you  caiiaot  take  the  man  from  the  oflSce,  so 
neither  can  yon  take  the  office  from  the  man." 
This  I  have  always  understood  to  be  the  creed  of 
Federalism.  ^  If  the  gentleman  has  abjured  the 
faith  in  this  instance,  I  «m  disposed  to  consider  it 
as  one  of  those  great  errors  to  which  great  men 
are  said  to  be  liable ;  and  that  his  most  sanguine 
friends  and  believers  on  this  question  will  adroit 
the  possibility  of  his  being  equally  incorrect  in 
the  general  tenor  of  his  argument. 

The  next  position  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
is,  the  right  of  Congress  to  remove  permanently 
the  present  Seat  of  Government.  On  this  ques- 
tion I  have  already,  to  a  considerable,  extent  an- 
ticipated mv  argument  in  the  exoosition  I  have 
given  of  tne  Constitution,  the  laws,  and  con- 
tracts in  relation  to  this  subject.  The  remarks  of 
the  |||entleman,  however,  demand  a  reply.  I  can 
justly  retort  the  charge  of  having  assumed  prem- 
ises totally  incorrect,  and  therefore  protest  against 
the  conclusions  dmwn  from  them. 
^  The  gentleman,  I  know,  is  incapable  of  inten- 
tional misrepresentation ;  but  he  has  most  strange- 
ly and  most  erroneouidy  attributed  to  me  an  ar- 
gument or  rather  an  assertion  which  I  never  did 
or  could  have  used.  I  did  not  say  that  the  Con- 
stitution fixed  the  Seat  of  Government,  or  in 
express  terms  required  Congress  to  esublish  the 
permanent  seat. 

It  is,  however,  on  this  8U|^)08ition  that  the  gen- 
tleman has  triumphantly  turned  over  the  pages 
of  the  Constitution,  and  sought  in  vain  for  any 
such  terms  or  express  injunctions  on  Congress. 
On  this  basis  his  argument  is  built,  and  he  does, 
indeed,  most  conclusively  prove  what  was  never 
disputed. 

Sir,  my  argument  is  that  the  Constitution  con- 
templated and  authorized  the  establishment  of 
the  Seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
at  a  place  to  be  ceded  by  particular  States  and 
accepted  by  Congress,  and  over  which  Congress 
were  to  exercise  exclusive  jurisdiction.  The  time 
atod  manner  of  executing  these  powers  and  per- 
formingi  these  duties,  were  Lett  exclusively  to 
Congress,  without  any  other  limitation  than  as  to 
the  extent  of  territory  thus  to  be  acquired,  and 
the  objects  for  which  it  was  so  to  be  acquired. 
This  being  an  express  grant  of  power  for  a  defi- 
nite ol^ect,  necessarily  requiring  the  consent  of 
other  parties,  and  deeply  in  vol  vine  the  rights  and 
interests  of  States  and  individuals,  whenever  it 
was  exercised,  the  objects  obtained,  and  the  acts 
consummated  by  Congress,  the  Gbvernment  were 
bound  to  fulfil  the  engagements  of  Congress,  who 
were  quo  ad  hoc  the  leffitimftte  aeents  of  the 
Constitution.  The  first  Congress  after  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution  did  thus  bind  the  Gov- 
erument  by  establishing  its  permanent  Seat;  and 
in  so  doing  did  not  transcend  their  powers.  The 
gentleman  says  it  is  monstrous,  it  is  absurd,  to 
suppose  that  the  people  would  have  consented  to 
Teat  Congress  with  such  power.    Sir,  the  people 


did  not  hesitate  to  vest  Congress  with  this  power, 
and  for  the  best  reason*— to  iarmonke,lo  ceoaeat 
and  perpetuate  the  union  of  these  States.  Who 
were  to  be  trusted  with  this  power?  The  First 
Congress,  men  chosen  hf  toe  people  for  their 
firm  virtue  and  distinguished  worth,  most  of 
them  members  of  the  Convention,  men  to  when 
the  people  had  trusted,  but  a  little  time  before, 
their  political  existence.  Besides,  sir,  if  this  was 
a  dangerous  power — if  it  has  been  abused — the 
remedy  is  with  the  people^  as  in  all  other  eases  tf 
constitutional  error  or  lenalative  abuse  ;  cxperi' 
ence  has  proved  that  neither  the  one  or  the  ether 
exists  on  the  present  sul^fect. 

The  objection  as  to  power  would  equally  ap- 
ply to  all  acts  of  Congreiis  which  are  bindioE 
and  irrevocable.  It  would  apply  to  all  cases  of 
compact,  of  bargain  and  sale,  of  grants,  and  of 
vested  rights  of  every  description.  As  well 
might  it  be  contended  that  Congress  has  not  the 
right  of  disposing  of  all  the  unappropriated  lands 
of  the  United  States,  because  bv  possibility  they 
may  give  it  away  or  make  bad  or  corsapt  bar- 
gains. As  well  might  it  be  said  that  this  Coa- 
ffress  may  take  away  the  premium  given  for  the 
late  loans ;  reduce  the  interest  on  the  public  stock, 
or  tpunge  the  debt  itself.  This  legislative  oaii^p- 
oitnce^  which  is  established  by  the  doctrine  that 
one  Legislature  can  in  no  case  bind  a  sobseqoeac 
one,  is  abhorrent  to  like  first  and  best  priaeiples 
of  the  Constitution,  destructive  of  the  national 
faith,  and  pregnant  with  evils  not  to  be  described. 

This  doctrine,  I  bad  thought,  was  long  ago 
exposed  and  exploded  by  those  whom  I  have 
considered  the  firmest  champions  of  the  Consti- 
tution ;  but,  alas,  all  those  ramparts  so  strongly 
erected  by  those  of  our  political  predecessors, 
whom  we  have  most  delighted  to  honor,  and 
arooad  which  we  have  so  often  and  proudly 
rallied,  seem  to  me  now  to  be  prostrate;  the  sen- 
tinels nave  fled  their  posls ;  the  Constitution  ia 
the  plaything  of  every  idle  wind;  the  sport  of 
every  angry  passion. 

In  my  remarks  the  other  day,  I  attempted  to 
point  out  the  analogy  between  the  removal  of  the 
oea(  of  Government  and  the  repeal  of  the  Judi- 
ciary^ and  consequently  the  analogy  between  the 
erection  of  the  two  establishments  and  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  their  permanency  depends. 
The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  mast  excuse 
me  for  sayiag,  that  his  reply  to  this  part  of  my 
argum^t  was  peculiarly  inconclusive.  He  says 
that  the  Seat  of  Gk)vernment  is  not  fixed  by  the 
Constitution.  This  is  true ;  but  it  is  equally  true, 
that  neither  the  Supreme  or  inferior  courts  are 
established  by  the  Constitution.  The  Seat  of 
Government  was  established  b^  law,  resulting 
from  an  express  grant  of  power,  if  not  an  express 
requisition  of  the  Constitution.  The  courts  were 
established  precisely  in  the  same  way.  The  im- 
mutability of  the  Supreme  Court  is  admitted  by 
all ;  the  power  to  destroy  the  inferior  courts  0 
denied  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  and  I 
presume  all  his  political  friends,  on  the  ffroand  of 
the  ^necessary  independence  of  the  judffes,  and 
the  contract,  either  express  or  implied,  tEat  tiief 
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shoald  not  be  devrivvd  of  their  offices^  either  di- 
rectly or  iodjrectly,  daring  ^od  beharioar.  The 
OoDstitation  does  not  say,  **  that  Congress  shall 
^  have  power  to  establish  permanent  eoorts,  which 
*  shall  not  be  changed,  nor  the  law  fixing  the  same 
'  shall  not  be  altered  or  liable  to  be  repealed  by 
'  any  futare  Coneress;^  which  words  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  alleg^es  wonld  have  been 
used  had  the  Gonstitotion  intended  to  give  the 
power  to  Congress  to  establish  the  permanent 
Seat  of  the  QoTernroent  No,  sir,  the  construc- 
tion in  both  cases  results  from  the  nature  of  the 
powers  granted^  and  the  objects  to  be  effected. 
Xhe  Constitution  authorized  but  one  Supreme 
Court  to  be  established  by  Congress— when  it 
'was  so  established  the  power  was  execated,  the 
injunction  of  the  Constitution  fulfilled— the  law 
coald  not  be  repealed.  The  Constitution  author- 
ized but  one  district  of  territory,  and  that  not  to 
exceed  ten  miles  square,  to  be  accepted  for  the 
Seat  of  the  Grorernment,  and  that  Congress 
should,  like  the  judges  in  their  respect! to  spheres, 
be  independent;  they  were  to  exercise  exclusive 
jurisdiction  orer  the  territory  where  theCloTern- 
ment  was  located.  The  idea,  therefore,  that  Con- 
gress may  abandon  this  place  at  pleasure,  is,  in 
my  judgment,  as  incorrect  as  the  destruction  of 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States ;  and  to 
say  that  we  may  surrender  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
District,  and  acquire  another  territory  where  we 
shall  possess  the  same  jurisdiction,  or  that  by  the 
Constitution  we  possess  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  two  or  more  districts  of  territory,  not  ex- 
ceeding each  ten  miles  squar&^is  as  absurd  as  to 
say  that  we  may  destroy  the  Supreme  Court  and 
create  another,  or  to  say  that  we  may  establish 
two  or  more  Supreme  Courts,  with  a  doable  set 
of  judges  to  each. 

That  I  majr  be  the  more  distinctly  understood, 
and  the  principles  involved  in  this  qaestion  more 
clearly  and  authoritatively  elucidated.  I  beg  leave 
to  read  an  extract  from  a  celebrated  speech  of 
one  of  the  ablest  champions  of  the  Constitution 
on  the  question  of  the  repeal  of  the  Judiciary, 
(QouvERNBUB  MoRRis.)  I  havc  selected  this 
speech,  not  because  it  contains  opinions  peculiar 
to  its  author,  but  because  it  imbodies  the  senti- 
ments of  the  whole  party  to  which  he  was  at- 
tached, and  may  be  considered  as  the  base,  the 
pillar,  and  cap  of  the  argument  on  that  all-im- 
portant queslioD, 

<'  But  (ssys  Mr.  Morris  in  rqply)  another  ciilieisBit 
bat  for  its  eflects  I  woold  call  pleasant,  baa  been  made^ 
the  amount  of  which  is,  yoa  shall  not  take  the  msa 
from  the  offiee,  but  yoa  may  take  the  ofice  from  the 
man — yoa  shall  not  drown  hiai»  but  you  may  sink  his 
boat  under  him ;  yoa  shall  not  pat  him  to  death,  but 
yoa  may  take  away  his  life.  The  Constttation  pr^ 
serves  to  a  judge  his  office— -ssys  he  shall  hold  it— that 
is,  it  shall  not  be  taken  from  him  daring  good  be- 
haviour; the  Legislature  shall  not  diminish,  Uiough 
their  bounW  may  increase,  his  salary.  The  Constitu- 
tion provi^  perfectly  for  the  inviolability  of  his  ten- 
ure, but  yet  we  may  destroy  the  office  which  we  can- 
not take  away,  as  if  the  destruction  of  the  office  would 
not  as  efleetusBy  deprive  him  of  it  as  the  grant  to  ano> 


tfaerjperson.  It  is  adautted,  that  no  power  derived  from 
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the  Constitntion  can  deprive  him  of  the  office,  and  yel 
it  is  contended  that,  hy  repeal  of  the  law,  that  dmce 
may  be  destroyed.  Is  not  this  absmd  t  It  bad  beoa 
said,  that  whatever  one  LcgUatan  can  do^  another 
oan  ondo,  because  no  Legisiatare  eaa  bind  its  saeesa- 
Bor;  and,  therefors,  whatever  we  make  we  can  d» 
stioy.  This  I  deny  on  the  gnmnd  of  reason,  and  sa 
that  of  the  Constitntion.  What  I  can  a  aum  destn^ 
his  own  childrea  1  Can  you  anaal  yoor  own  ooa^ 
pacts  1  Can  yoa  annihilate  the  nstional  debt  1  When 
you  have  by  law  created  a  political  existence,  eaa 
you,  by  repealing  the  law,  diasolve  the  corporation 
you  had  made?  When  by  your  laws  you  give  to 
an  individual  any  right  wliatever,  can  you  by  a  sal>' 
sequent  law,  rightfally  take  it  awav?  No ;  when  yon 
make  a  compact  you  are  bound  by  it;  when  yoa 
make  a  promise  yoa  must  perform  it.  Bstabltsh  the 
contrary  doctrine,  and  what  follows  1  The  whim  (rf 
the  moment  becomes  the  law  of  the  land ;  your  coun- 
try will  be  looked  upon  as  a  den  of  robbem ;  every  hon- 
est man  will,  fly  your  shores.  Who  will  tmel  yea, 
when  yoa  are  the  first  to  violate  your  own  oontraels  f 
The  position,  thersfose,  that  the  Legishtore  m^  ri^^ 
folly  repeal  efory  law  made  by  a  prseedmg  Legisli^ 
twe^  when  tested  by  reason  is  antrae ;  and  it  is  eqoal^ 
ly  antrae,  when  oempamd  with  the  precepts  oi  the 
Constitotioa-<-for  what  does  the  Constitatien  say! 
Yoashall  make  no  expo9t/ueto  law !  Is  not  this  on 
expoitfaetoUm  V* 

I  now  beg  genilemeDj  particalarly  those  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  to  pause,  to  reflect,  aB4 
compare  the  sentiments  contained  in  this  eloquent 
and  correct  extract,  with  the  facts,  principles,  and 
obligations  connected  with  the  queetion  now  be** 
fore  us.  I  demand  of  gentlemen  to  be  informedf 
what  will  be  the  political  eondition  of  the  thirty 
thousand  people  who  inhabit  this  District,  shoald 
the  Beat  of  Gfovernment  be  removed  and  the  iuc 
rtsdiction  of  Congress^  thus  as  it  unquestionawy 
would  be,  withdrawn  from  them  ?  I  ask  gentle 
men  if  eoatraets  are  not  in  their  natare  reciprc^ 
cal,  and  whether  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, who  surrendered  this  territory  to  the  Uni* 
ted  mates  upon  certain  terms  and  conditions,  and 
for  certain  specific  objects,  might  not  with  equal 
propriety  and  right  demand  a  recession  of  it  from 
the  United  States,  if  their  coarenience,  or  inters 
est,  or  caprice  so  required  as  that  Congress 
should,  without  their  consent,  throw  back  tha 
territory  on  their  hands  whenever  thej  thooffhc 
proper  1  Are  a  free  people,  entitled  to  just  rights 
and  equal  laws,  and  who  are  peculiarly  under 
your  ffuardiansnip  and  protection,  thus  to  be 
sported  with,  thus  to  be  booght  and  sold  like  tha 
slaves  of  Jamaica?  Forbid  it  justice,  forbid  it 
Heaven. 

You,  by  the  Constitution  and  the  law,  have 
given  to  the  people  of  this  District  a  **  political  ex- 
istence." Can  you  rightfally  destroy  it?  Yoa 
have  esublished  here  distnct  courts,  upon  tha 
same  principles  with  the  other  circuit  courts  of 
the  United  States;  the  judges  and  other  offieen 
hold  their  appointments  by  the  ffOkt  tenure;  can 
you  abolish  those  courts,  and  drive  the  jadi^es 
from  their  seats?  Surely  yoa  cannot,  conswt* 
Mktitf  vrftk  flkAM  nrineiDles  I  nave  alm«s  eoa* 


cntly  with  those  principi* 
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sidered  as  heM  sacred  bjr  those  whom  1  have 
proudly  called  my  political  friends. 

In  the  coarse  of  the  ingenioas  argament  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  I  was  pleased  to 
discover  occasional  successful  efforts  or  true  and 
correct  principles  forcing  themselves  from  the 
ioils  in  which  they  were  involved.    One  instance 
of  this  was  his  admission,  an  admission  made, 
too,  by  most  gentlemen  who  have  spoken,  that, 
in  the  event  of  the  Grovernment  being  removed, 
indemnity  was  doe  to  those  classes  of  citizens 
who  had  settled  here  and  expended  their  money, 
relying  on  the  faith  of  the  Government  for  its 
continuance  at  this  place.    This  admission,  in 
any  judgment,  to  a  great  extent,  if  not  entirely, 
fields  the  argument,  for  why  should  we  indem- 
nify the  inhabitants,  if  we  are  under  no  obliga- 
4ions  ?    Why  pay  them,  if  we  have  not  deceived 
and  injured  them  ?    Shall  we,  then,  violate  our 
obligations ;  shall  we  injure  and  deceive  an  in- 
.nocent  community  and  plead  a  r^iserable  pit- 
tance, a  promise  ot  tender  of  amends  at  our  dis- 
cretion 7    I  cannot  think  so  badly  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  my  country.    If  the  honorable  gentleman 
were  acquainted  with  the  real  situation  of  most 
of  the  people  of  this  District  y  if  he  knew  the  sac- 
rifices which  many  of  them  have  made  for  the 
promotion  and  establishment  of  this  city,  and  the 
utter  ruin  in  which  they  would  be  involved  by 
the  fatal  measure  now  threatened,  his  sense  of 
justice  would  not  be  appealed  to  in  vain,  for  in- 
demnity to  an  extent  infinitely  beyond  what  he 
now  contemplates.     It  is  possible  some  of  the 
oriffinal  proprietors  may  have  profited  by  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Seat  of  (government  here,  but 
it  is  equally  true  that  other  proprietors,  trom 
whose  property  the  public  have  derived  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  dollars^  have  themselves  realized 
little  or  nothing ;  their  once  flourishing  and  high- 
ly cultivated  fields  cut  up  by  the  wvernment 
into  city  lots,  remain  unsold  and  unoccupied; 
this  property  was,  indeed,  eonstdered  an  increas- 
ing treasure,  which  would  in  time  enrich  its  pos- 
sessors, and  compensate  for  the  sacrifices  made  to 
Che  public.    Do  the  unjust  deed  now  meditated, 
and  you  cut  up  the  hopes  of  those  people— you 
make  them  poor  indeeo. 

Mr.  Speaker,  before  I  close  my  remarks  on  the 
constitutionality  of  this  question,  I  cannot  avoid 
Btating  one  or  two  observations  more  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey,  which  my  respect  for 
that  honorable  gentleman,  alone,  induces  me  to 
notice.  In  attempting  to  get  rid  of  the  common 
and  plain  import  of  the  word  permanent,  so  often 
used  in  the  acts  of  Congress  and  of  cession,  the 
|;entleman  first  tells  us  that  the  word  permanent 
18  totally  to  be  disregarded ;  he  then  says  that  it 
was  introduced  to  distinguish  the  temporary  resi- 
dence of  ten  years  at  Philadelphia,  from  the  per- 
manent residence  at  this  place.  In  this  I  per- 
fectly agree  with  him.  for  no  other  definition  or 
meaning  can  be  affixed  to  the  term,  than  the  very 
opposite  of  temporary,  transitory,  limited,  or  any 
otber  word  which  admits  the  idea  of  change  or 
limitation.  In  the  next  breath  we  are  told  the 
word  permanent  meant  nothing  more  than  that 


there  was  no  express  limitation  in  the  law  as  to  the 
time  the  Seat  of  Government  should  continue 
here;  consequently  it  was  in  the  power  of  Congress 
to  limit  its  duration  and  remove  it  at  pleasure. 
Thus,  agreeable  to  this  course  of  reasoning,  the 
seat  of  Government  was  to  continue  temporarily 
at  Philadelphia  for  ten  years,  and  then  perma- 
nently at  the  City  of  Washington  for  six  months, 
or  any  other  period  which  Congress  might  thiok 
proper.  I  confess,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  rensoning  is 
too  refined  for  my  comprehension.  It  is  the  first, 
and  I  presume  will  be  the  last  time  we  shall  ever 
hear  that  by  the  force  of  the  terms  alone,  tempo- 
rary may  be  made  to  embrace  a  longer  time,  and 
give  a  more  lasting  tenure,  than  the  word  perma- 
nent, when  applied  to  the  same  subject  matter. 
But,  sir,  admitting  for  a  moment,  the  possibility 
of  this  reasoning  oeing  correct;  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  the  word  permanent  was  used  in  referenee 
to  the  word  temporary,  in  the  act  as  before  staled, 
how  did  it  happen  that  the  same  word  \%  used  ia 
the  original  resolution  of  1789,  which  preceded 
the  enactment  of  the  law,  and  which  had  no  re- 
ference or  allusion  whatcTcr  to  the  temporary 
residence  of  the  Government  at  Phtladel|ihia  or 
elsewhere  ?  How  did  it  happen  that  dnring  the 
discussion  of  the  resolution,  and  the  bill  itself,  by 
the  members  of  the  first  Congress,  so  many  of 
those  distinguished  men  should  have  used  the 
word  permament  in  its  plain,  old-fashioned,  com- 
mon sense  meanin|[,  without  once  dreaming  of  the 
references,  limitations,  and  qualifications,  Which 
the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  has  so  heavily 
uxed  his  ingenuitr  to  affix?  Sir,  the  reason  is 
this— they  intended  the  Seat  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  Sutes  should,  when  established,  be 
as  perpetual  as  the  union  of  these  States^  as  dn- 
rable  as  the  Constitution  itself. 

The  gentleman  to  whom  I  have  referred,  as 
also  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gnoa- 
VENOB,)  have  derived  an  argument  in  uvor  of  ihe^ 
right  of  removal,  from  the  second  member  of  that 
section  of  the  Constitution  which  authorizes  the 
establishment  of  the  Seat  of  Government.  It  is 
contended  that  because  the  authority  of  Congress 
is  extended  over  "all  places  purchased,  by  thecon- 
^  sent  of  the  Legislature  of  tne  State  in  which  the 
*  same  may  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines, 
'  dock  yards,  and  other  needful  buildings,"  the 
same  obligation  exists  to  continue  those  forts  and 
other  public  works,  at  the  sites  first  fixed  upon 
and  purchased,  as  tnere  is  to  continue  the  Seat  of 
the  Government  at  the  place  ceded  by  particular 
States,  accepted  and  established  by  Uongress  as 
the  Seat  of  Government  has  been. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gaoa- 
venor)  nas  even  gone  further — he  says  Congress 
had  no  more  right  to  establish  the  permanent 
Seat  of  Government  than  they  had  to  establish  a 
permanent  post  road,  and  that  we  have  the  same 
risht  to  repeal  such  a  law  in  one  case  as  the  otber. 
Had  those  observations  proceeded  from  gentle- 
men less  entitled  to  respect  and  influence,  I  cer- 
tainly should  have  deemed  them  unworthy  of  re- 
ply. Sir  there  is  little  or  no  analogy  in  the  cases 
put  by  the  gentlemen.    In  the  purchase  of  sites 
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for  forts  or  other  public  baildings,  Dothing  is  slip' 
ulated  for,  nothing  coDtemplateo,  by  the  Constita- 
lioD  or  the  law,  other  than  a  common  bargain 
and  sale  for  the  purchase  of  so  many  acres  of  land, 
either  from  a  State  or  from  individuals,  for  public 
use.    Congress  are  not  restricted  as  to  the  limits, 
or  number  of  places  thus  to  be  purchased.    They 
require  no  jurisdiction  over  citizens  residing  with- 
in the  limits  of  such  purchases.    On  the  contrary, 
no  political  existence  is  created,  no  residence  per* 
mitted  except  of  military  force,  no  law  prevails 
but  martial  law.    Congress  have  therefore  a  right 
to  remove  or  abandon  those  public  works,  and 
others  at  pleasure,  without  any  violation  of  the 
public  faith,  or  of  individual  interest,  either  pe- 
cuniary or  political.    Why  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  put  the  case  or  a  post  road,  I  cannot 
well  imagine.    He  might  as  well  have  told  us 
that  we  had  it  right  to  repeal  a  tax  law,  which 
was  not  limited  to  a  particular  time,  or  the  pro- 
ceeds pledged  to  any  spscisl  or  general  objects. 
I  leave  to  gentlemen  the  full  benefit  and  exclusive 
right  of  such  ar^^uments  as  these.    But,  sir,  upon 
the  ordinary  prmciples  of  contracts,  suppose  an 
acre  of  land  was  purchased  from  an  individual  for 
the  erection  of  a  public  fort,  on  the  authority  of 
an  aet  of  Congress,  declaring  the  fort  thus  to  be 
erected  on  the  land  purchased  should  be  perma- 
nently continued  and  kept  in  repair — in  conse* 
quence  of  which  law,  and  in  consideration  of  in- 
cidental advantages  to  be  derived  by  the  owner  of 
the  land,  by  the  erection  and  continuance  of  said 
fort,  the  owner  was  induced  to  part  with  his 
property  for  one  fourth  of  its  value,  and  subject 
hinaseu  to  other  losses  and  sacrifices.    I  ask  gentle- 
mefa,  whether,  under  such  circumstances.  Con- 
gress could  at  their  next  session  rightfully  repeal 
the  law,  and  vidate  their  contract  with  tne  indi- 
Tiduai  without  making  him  a  full  and  ample  in- 
dem  nit V  7   And  suppose,  also,  thst  a  post  road  was 
established  which  would  run  through  the  farm 
of  an  individual,  greatly  to  his  injury,  and,  as  an 
inducement  for  obtaining  the  privilege,  Congress 
were  to  enact  that  the  said  road  should  be  per- 
manently continued,  and  authorize  commissioners 
to  enter  into  contracts  and  stipulations  with  the 
owner,  by  which  he  would  be  induced  to  change 
his  fences,  remove  his  building^  or  erect  others, 
on  the  faith  of  the  law  and  engagements  entered 
into  with  the  agents  of  the  Government.    Under 
such  circumstances,  I  appeal  to  the  understand- 
inff  and  common  justice  of  the  gentlemen  them- 
selves, to  determine  what  would  be  the  duty — 
what  the  obligation  of  Congress?    Sir,  I  have 
done  with  this  part  of  the  subject,  and  trust  I  have 
sufficiently  answered  the  arguments  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  and  established 
the  positions  I  advanced  in  relation  to  the  Con- 
stitution, the  law,  and  the  obligations  resulting 
from  them. 

So  much,  Mr.  Speaker,  has  already  been  said 
as  to  the  expediency  and  inexpediency  of  the 
measure  under  consideration,  (and  in  which  I 
have  borne  my  part,)  that  little  now  remains  of 
use  or  novelty.  When  the  subject  was  first  ush* 
ered  into  nonce,  it  was  advocated  solely  on  the 


ground  of  convenience  and  personal  safety  of  the 
members.    Those  reasons  appear  to  have  van- 
ished in  succession,  and  a  distinct  one,  not  or  iff  i- 
nally  thought  of,  accidentally  seized  uponfanuia 
made  the  watchword  or  rallying  point  for  the 
advocates  of  this  destructive  project.    This  is, 
the  expense  of  defending  this  District,  if  the  Gbv- 
ernment  is  continued  here.    Every  day's  experi- 
ence tends  to  reconcile  gentlemen  more  and  more 
with  their  new  and  more  humble  accommodations 
in  this  Hall.    Every  man  who  enters  this  room 
or  approaches  the  gallery,  must  be  convinced  that 
the  business  of  the  session  can  be  transacted  here 
with  equal  despatch  and  intelligence  as  it  could 
have  been  in  tne  splendid  apartments  which  we 
lately  occupied.    This  reason  is  therefore  aban- 
doned ;  indeed,  it  never  appeared  to  me,  to  bear 
a  serious  aspect ;  it  was  impossible  it  should ;  for, 
from  the  first  moment,  we  found  almost  every 
member  north  of  Maryland,  and  a  few  of  the 
hardy  sons  of  the  West,  apparently  dissatisfied 
with  their  accommodations,  while  those  from  the 
other  sections  of  the  Unioo,  with  two  or  three 
exceptions,  perfectly  satisfied.    It  is  perfectly  ev- 
ident, therefore,  to  me,  that  as  this  was  in  general 
not  so  much  an  individual  as  a  sectionaFdifier- 
ence  of  opinion,  the  objection  did  not  in  reality 
exist.    It  is  im  possible,  for  instance,  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Stookton)  and 
myself  could  so  essentially  differ  as  to  the  size  of 
this  room,  the  state  of  its  atmosphere^  or  the  qual- 
ity of  our  seats,  whether  hard  or  soft.    The  same 
remarks  equally  apply  as  to  the  dan^r  or  security 
of  remaining  here.    It  is  not  possible  that  gen- 
tlemen from  the  North  and  Blast  should  be  nlied 
with  apprehensions  for  their  personal  safety,  while 
those  from  the  Southern  and  middle  States,  whose 
nerves  mav,  from  climate,  be  supposed  more  del- 
icate, should  remain  unappalled.    Sir,  I  know  the 
nerve  of  some  of  those  gentlemen  too  well  to  be- 
lieve they  would  be  the  first  to  fiy  even  on  the 
approach  of  danger,  much  less  before  it  approach- 
es.   I  cannot  believe,  sir,  that  the  bold  and  daring 
spirit  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  ITorE 
(Mr.  Qrosvenob)  could  yield  to  imaginary  fears, 
while  other  gentlemen  in  this  House  remain  un- 
moved.   I  cannot  believe  the  young,  the  strong, 
and  vigorous  limbs  of  himself  and  his  colleague^ 
(Mr.  Fi8K,)  could  tremble,  while  my  venerable 
colleagues,  (Messrs.  Macon  and  Form  by,)  and 
other  gentlemen  whom  either  age  or  accident  has 
disqualified  for  the  toils  and  dangers  of  the  camp, 
and  who  would  certainly  not  be  foremost  in  pe- 
destrian feats,  remained  firm  and  unshaken. 

Qentlemen,  however,  have  entrenched  them- 
selves, as  they  conceive,  on  the  ground  of  expense* 
They  have  most  strangely  and  most  erroneously 
misrepresented  the  expense  which  will  be  incurred 
for  the  defence  of  this  District.  The  exaggerated 
statements  on  this  subject  are  the  more  unfair  and 
unaccountable,  because  they  are  not  only  contrary 
to  fact  and  contrary  to  the  express  representations 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  but 
in  total  disregard  of  the  es"«n»J«»  *Qd  plans  of 
defence  derived  from  the  War  I^epartment.  I, 
sir,  am  as  regardful  of  pnblic  expenaUure  as  any 
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member  of  this  House ;  and  I  hrnye  bo  doobt, 
those  gentlemen  who  think  with  me  on  the  pres- 
ent sobiect  are  not  less  economieal ;  are  not  less 
opposed  to  useless  or  improper  dispositions  of  the 
publie  force  and  public  treasure  than  those  who 
are  in  favor  of  incurring  the  expense,  the  loss  of 
time,  and  other  fatal  consequences  of  removing 
the  Seat  of  GoTernment.  are  to  be  considered  the 
exclusive  guardians  of  tne  public  safety,  the  pub- 
lic honor  and  the  public  purse.  The  fact  is  this: 
The  military  force  which  has  been  spoken  of,  is 
intended  for  the  defence,  not  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  alone,  but  for  the  whole  of  the  tenth 
military  district,  Including  the  whole  State  of 
Maryland,  part  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia. 
This  force  is  to  be  so  disposed,  as  conveniently  to 
be  brought  into  action  for  the  protection  of  Balti- 
more, Annapolis,  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  any 
point  between  tne  Potomac  and  Baltimore.  So 
that  in  truth^  whether  Congress  remain  here  or  go 
away,  the  force  will  be  the  same ;  the  expense 
neither  increased  nor  diminished  one  cent.  But, 
sir,  if  considerable  additional  expense  were  to  be 
incurred,  I  appeal  to  the  patriots  of  my  country 
to  know,  to  what  more  laudable  object  it  could 
be  applied  than  to  the  defence  of  the  heart  of  the 
country ;  to  the  security  of  the  Qovernment  itself, 
and  the  protection  of  those  institutions  founded 
and  cherished  by  a  Washington  ?  By  his  precepts 
and  his  institutions  I  will  clingy  as  the  anchor  of 
our  hope — the  rock  of  our  political  salvation. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Fibe) 
objects  to  the  disposition  of  the  force  eontempla* 
ted  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  He  says,  if  tney 
are  stationed  on  the  middle  ground  between  this 
District  and  Baltimore,  they  can  only  be  brought 
to  action  in  rear  of  the  enemy.  I  know  not  in 
what  school  that  gentleman  acquired  his  military 
science — whether  he  practises  on  the  lessons  of 
the  great  Frederick,  the  Prince  of  Conde,  and 
other  heroes  of  former  days,  or  whether  he  relies 
on  modern  improvements  in  the  art  of  war  intro- 
duced by  the  Emperor  of  Elba,  or  even  our  late 
Secretary  of  War,  John  Armstrong.  I  know  not, 
but  I  have  always  understood,  that  if  the  enemy 
could  be  oatflantced  or  attacked  in  the  rear,  vic- 
tory was  half  complete.  I  profess  verjr  little 
knowledge  in  military  matters,  but  I  will  inform 
the  gentleman  that  the  situation  where  the  troops 
are  intended  to  be  stationed  will  enable  them  to 
attack  the  enem^  either  in  front  or  rear,  as  cir- 
cumstances may  justify.  It  is  also  objected  that 
this  is  a  militia  force.  I  pray  you,  sir,  what  other 
force  have  we  in  any  of  the  States  7  What  other 
force  do  you  expect  at  Philadelphia,  or  any  other 
place  to  which  we  may  remove  7  None.  Per- 
mit me  here  to  remark,  that  if  the  dispersion  of 
Congress  is  an  object  with  the  enemy,  as  gentle* 
men  suppose,  that  ob^et  can  be  as  well  obtained 
tt  Philadelphia  as  this  place ;  and  I  have  the  au- 
thority (if  any  were  necessary)  of  military  men 
for  MVing,  that  Philadelphia  is  less  defensible 
than  this  District.  Consequently,  if  we  go  there, 
we  not  only  increase  the  danger^  but  the  expense 
also. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Qrosvbnor)  admits  that 


be  is  not  afraid,  and  ha  believes  few  or  none  an 
afraid  of  remaining  here ;  but  he  safs  Jie  wishes 
to  avoid  the  disgrace  of  having  the  Govenimeat 
agutt  routed  and  driven  sway ;  and  how  is  this 
to  be  done  7    By  marching  off  when  there  is  no 
danger?    In  other  words,  it  is  disffraeefni  to  re- 
treat when  pressed  by  a  superior  force,  bat  hon* 
orable  to  run  before  the  approach  of  danger.  This 
is  indeedanew  chapter  in  chivafry,  and  one  which 
I  am  sure  the  gentleman  will  not  adopt  asagnide 
for  his  own  conduct.  This  seaciment  is  also  rather 
at  points  with  what  leii  from  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman only  a  moment  before ;  the  country,  he 
said,  was  disgraced.    Th^  Administration  had 
drank  the  very  dregs  of  humiliation  bvpermittiog 
the  enemy  to  pollute  the  soil  of  this  District  and 
riot  in  the  Capitol  of  the  country.    This  is  bit 
too  true  a  picture ;  and  I  admonish  gentlemei 
not  to  heighten  this  disgrace— *not  to  consummate 
our  degradation,  by  adopting  the  measure  now 
proposed.    Already  has  the  pen  fallen  in  pity- 
in  shame  and  confusion,  from  the  hand  of  the  his> 
torian.  Destroy  your  Seat  of  Qovernment!  Break 
asunder  this  strongest  link  in  the  Federal  chain! 
The  pen  of  kistory  will  be  snatched  up  with  rage 
and  indignation,  and  this  monstrous  deed  por- 
trayed in  all  its  bkckest  colors. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  unusual  combination  in  favor 
of  this  measwre,  by  gcnttemen  of  the  most  oppo- 
site political  opinions,  cannot  fail  to  strike  the 
attention  of  the  House,  and  may  well  justify  the 
apprehension  that,  with  some  at  least,  other  aad 
very  different  views  mmy  be  entertained  from  those 
which  have  been  expressed  in  debate.  I  therefore 
admonish  gentlemen,  while  they  are  travelling  die 
same  road  with  their  new  companions,  that  chey 
inquire  and  well  undersund  what  and  wbere  is 
the  destined  object.  If  political  eonsideratioos 
are  in  view,  it  would  be  well  for  these  extremes 
of  political  parties,  which  have  met  together  on 
this  single  occasion,  to  perfectly  understand  each 
other  bdbre  it  is  too  late  to  return.  The  gentle* 
man  from  New  York  (Mr.  QnoevBNoa)  did  me 
no  more  than  justice  in  supposing  that  I  meant 
no  personal  reflection,  when  I  represented  the 
other  day  this  novel  coalition,  by  a  figure  perhaps 
rather  ludicrous :  ^  The  horn  of  Federalism  ho<^- 
ed  to  the  tail  of  Democracy,  or  vice  vertaJ^  The 
alternative  presented  to  ^aUemen  of  being  at  the 
head  or  tail  of  this  political  association  precludes 
the  idea  of  any  invidious  distinction.  The  gen- 
tleman says  he  is  fond  of  union.  So  am  I,  lo  a 
just  and  laudable  object;  but  rather  than  unite  in 
error,  let  me  remain  in  everlasting  exile.  As  I 
impeach  not  the  motives  of  gentlemen,  I  will  not 
withhold  from  them  mj  conmtulations  on  this 
their  first  political  wedding.  I  wish  them  all  the 
delights  of  the  honeymoon.  I  fear  it  will  be  of 
short  duration.  Perhaps  before  to-morrow'«  noon 
matters  of  State  may  demand,  and  their  divorce 
be  pronounced. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  claimed  your  attention  and 
that  of  the  House  longer  I  fear  than  was  agreea- 
ble; but  not  longer,  I  trust,  than  the  importaace 
of  the  subject  demanded.  I  forbear  a  detail  of 
all  the  evil  conseqnenoes  to  be  apprahended  to  the 
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nation  from  the  adoption  of  tbe  meMure  now  be- 
fore ns.  I  will  not  barrow  your  feelings  bf  even 
a  feeble  effort  to  portray  the  eoni(>licated  safer- 
in^,  tfae  deep  distress  in  which  this  people  would 
be  inTolved.  I  yield  to  the  admonition  of  the 
g'entleman  from  New  Tork,  TMr.  GROstENOB,} 
and  banish  as  much  as  possible  the  ioflueDce  of 
feelings;  eren  that  geatleman,  with  all  his  stern- 
ness and  zeal  on  this  occasion,  has  expressed  some 
sympathy  for  the  fate  which  awaits  this  peoole. 
Sir,  the  human  being  who  could  not  do  more  than 
feel  for  such  calamity,  must  po>sess  a  heart  colder 
than  apathy  itself.  '^There«are  occasions  when 
the  worst  meo  only  can  be  cool.''  Those  alone 
can  jest  at  scars  who  never  felt  a  wound. 

NOTES. 

TAe  foUowing  exinteU  are  from  the  tpuchea  of  dis' 
tinguisned  members  of  the  First  Congress, 

On  the  27th  of  August,  1789,  ifi*.  Seott,  of  Penn- 
sylTEua,  introdttced  the  ibilowiag  resolutioa : 

lUsohedt  That  a  permanent  residence  ought  to  be 
fixed  for  the  General  GoTcrnmentof  the  United  States^ 
St  some  convenient  place,  as  near  the  centre  of  wealth, 
populatiDn,  and  extent  of  territoiy,  as  may  be  consist- 
ent with  convenienoe  to  the  navigation  of  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  and  having  due  regard  to  the  particular  situa- 
tion of  the  Western  country. 

Mr,  Hmikyt  of  Pennsylvania,  was  in  iavor  of  the 
motion.  He  thought  some  attention  ought  to  be  jpaid 
to  the  petitions  of  the  people  respecting  a  permanent 
Best  of  Government. 

JIfr.  FUzsimonSf  of  Pennsylvania,  acknowledged 
there  was  boiinesfl  of  great  importance  before  Con* 
greaa;  but  was  there  any  more  important  than  the 
subject  proposed?  It  was  a  Question  in  which  the 
people  of  eveiy  part  ef  the  Union  were  deejdy  in- 
terested. It  mid  been  said  that  jealouries  existed 
among  the  States ;  they  were  not  likely  to  be  removed 
by  inattention  to  so  great  a  concern. 

Mr,  Seott  thought  the  principles  of  the  Union  were 
the  pzinciples  of  equal  justice  and  reciprocity.  He 
conceived  the  question  now  before  the  House  as  grand 
a  link  as  any  in  the  Federal  chain.  The  Aiture  tran- 
quillity and  weU  being  of  the  United  States,  he  said, 
depended  as  much  on  this  as  on  any  other  question 
that  ever  had  or  could  come  before  Congress.  It  was 
a  justice  due  to  the  extremities  of  the  continent  to 
adopt  such  a  measure. 

Mr,  Jdekson,  of  Georgia,  said  that  upon  this  tabject 
depended  the  existence  of  the  Union.  The  place  of 
the  Seat  of  Government  was  important  in  every  point 
of  view.  It  might  be  compared  to  the  heart  cf  the 
human  body ;  it  was  a  centre  from  which  the  princi- 
ples of  life  vicse  carried  to  the  extremitias,  and  from 
these  might  xetam  again  with  precision. 

M^.  AmeSf  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  ever  found  it 
a  difficult  task,  on  the  most  trivial  occasions,  to  obtain 
unanimity.  What  then  must  be  the  division  on  a 
question  which  some  gentlemen  have  said  the  exist- 
ence of  the  Union  depended  upon  1  I  believe  it  will 
involve  as  many  passions  as  the  human  heart  can  dis- 
play. Every  principle  of  local  interest,  pride,  and 
hcmor,  and  even  patriotism  itself,  are  engaged.  He 
asked  if  the  public  mind  ought  not  to  be  better  pse- 
paied  for  the  occasion  ! 

September  3, 1789. 

Aft*.  Oeodhue,  of  Massachusetts,  said  the  Eastern 
members,  vrith  the  members  from  New  Yoifc,  have 


agreed  to  fix  a  place  en  natiensl  principles,  withanl 
regard  to  their  own  convenience,  and  have  tnmed 
their  minds  to  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna.  Mo* 
tives  of  cenvenienoe  woald  have  led  us  to  fix  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Delaware,  but  it  was  supposed  it  weold 
give  more  lasting  content  to  go  further  South.  They 
were  therefore  entirely  of  opinion  that  the  banks  of  the 
Susquehanna  should  be  the  place  of  the  permanent 
residence  of  the  General  Government.  Mr.  G.  then 
moved  a  resolution,  *'  that  the  permanent  Seat  of  tbe 
General  Government  ought  to  be  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  Susquehanna." 

Mr,  LeCf  of  Virginis,  hoped  they  would  be  guided 
in  this  discussion  and  decision  by  the  great  principles 
on  which  the  Gtoverament  itself  is  founded.  With 
this  view  he  introduced  a  preamble  (recognising  the 
principles  ef  the  Constitution,  and  declaring  that  those 
great  objects  will  be  best  effected  by  establishing  the 
permanent  Seat  of  Government  as  neariy  central  as  a 
convenient  water  communication  with  the  Atlantic 
and  an  easy  access  to  the  Western  territory  will  per- 
mit) to  the  following  resolution:  **That  a  place  as 
nearly  central  as  a  convenient  communication  with 
the  Atlantic  ocean  and  an  easy  access  to  the  Western 
territory  will  permit,  ought  to  be  selected  and  estab- 
lished as  the  permanent  Seat  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States."  Mr.  L.  wished  the  principles  of  the 
Government  to  be  recognised,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  may  be  able  to  judge  whether,  in  the 
measures  about  to  be  adopted,  they  are  carried  into 
execution  by  this  House. 

Mr,  Seti^fmekf  of  Msssachuseits,  had  thought  that 
this  was  not  the  time  consistently  with  the  go<^  of  the 
eeuntry  to  determine  the  permanent  residence  of  Con« 
grees.  He  was  however  ready  to  decide  on  the  im- 
portant subject. 

Mr,  VifiMg,  of  Delaware,  agreed  this  was  a  matter 
of  the  highest  importance.  He  wished  that  all  exte- 
rior, cuoumstances  might  combine  in  aid  ef  Govern- 
ment, and  every  principle  attended  to  which  cenld 
nreserve  and  add  strength  to  it.  While  we  had  a 
WASBjireTeH,  and  his  virtues,  to  cement  and  guard 
this  Union,  it  might  be  safe;  but  when  he  should 
leave  us,  who  would  inherit  his  virtues  and  possess  hie 
influence ;  who  would  remain  to  embrace  and  draw  to 
a  centre  those  hearts  which  the  authority  of  his  virtues 
alone  kept  in  union  1 

Mr*  Lee,  of  Viigiaia,  said  a  questien  was  to  be  de- 
cided which  involves  peeeeat  and  future  interests,  sad 
axlends  to  remote  geaerationa.  The  question  is  to  be 
settled,  which  must  determine  whether  this  Govern- 
ment is  to  exist  for  agei^  or  be  dispersed  among  ooa- 
tending  winds.  Will  gentlemen  say  these  prtnciplee 
ought  not  to  be  reeoguhied  1  Will  they  say  the  centre 
of  Government  should  net  be  the  centre  of  the  Union  f 
Should  it  not  be  a  sttoation  which  will  admit  an  easy 
communieatien  to  tbe  ocean  1  Will  ^ey  say  our  West- 
ern brethren  are  to  be  disregarded  1  These  ars  me- 
mentous  considerations  which  should  lead  the  Honse 
to  a  condttsion.  If  they  ase  disregarded,  it  wiU  be  aa 
alarming  ciroumatanoe  to  the  people  of  the  Seuthsm 
Slates.    They  have  felt  their  alams  already. 

Mr,  Stone  said,  in  frxing  the  penneseat  residenoe, 
we  ought  not  only  to  have  in  view  the  immediate  tm« 
pertanee  ef  the  States,  but  what  if  Ukefy  to  be  their 
weight  at  a  future  day.  After  statingthemebablelhtwe 
importance  ef  the  Western  oountry,  Mr.  [9.  observed 
tfiat  the  liver  Fotemacvrhieh  had  been  inentioned  by 
the  Seothem  genUemen,  ^  the  p^nuniiant  Seatef 
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the  GoTerament,  is,  as  br  •■  I  am  scqaainted,  ex*  I 
tremely  well  calculated  to  famish  GoTernment  with 
the  key  of  the  coantry ;  and  a  river  I  belioTe  richer  in 
its  exports  than  any  I  have  contemplated  on  the  face 
of  the  earth. 

Mr.  Maduon,  of  Virginia,  said  he  hoped  that  all 
would  concur  in  the  great  principle  on  which  they 
ought  to  conduct,  and  decide  this  business ;  an  equal 
attention  to  the  rights  of  the  community.  If  these 
great  rights  be  the  basis  of  republics,  and  if  there  be  a 
doable  necessity  of  attending  to  them  in  a  Federal  Re- 
public, it  is  further  to  be  considered,  that  there  is  no 
one  right,  of  which  the  people  can  judge  with  more 
ease  and  certainty,  and  of  which  they  will  judge  with 
more  jealousy,  than  of  the  establishment  of  the  perma- 
nent Seat  of  GoTomment ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
however  often  this  subject  may  be  disciused  in  the  rep- 
resentative body,  or  however  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee may  be  drawn  to  it,  the  observations  I  have 
made  will  be  more  and  more  verified.  If  we  consider, 
sir,  the  efieots  of  Legislative  power  on  the  aggregate 
community,  we  must  feel  equal  inducements  to  look  for 
the  centre,  in  order  to  find  the  present  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment. Those  who  are  most  adjacent  to  the  seat  of 
legislation,  will  always  possess  advantages  over  others. 
An  earlier  knowledge  of  the  laws ;  a  greater  influence 
in  enacting  them ;  better  opportunities  for  anticipating 
them,  and  a  thousand  other  ctrcamstanoes,  will  give  a 
superiority  to  those  who  are  thus  situated.  If  it  were 
possible  to  promulgate  our  laws,  by  some  instantane- 
ous operation,  it  would  be  of  less  consequence  in  that 
roint  of  view  where  the  Government  might  be  placed ; 
ut  if,  on  the  contrary,  time  is  necessaxy  for  this  pur- 
pose, we  ought,  as  for  as  possible,  to  put  eveiy  part  of 
the  oommnnity  on  a  level.  If  we  consider  &e  infln* 
ence  of  the  Government  in  its  Executive  Department, 
there  is  no  less  reason  to  conclude  that  it  ought  to  be 
lilaoed  in  the  centre  of  the  Union.  It  ought  to  be  in  a 
situation  to  command  infonnation  relative  to  every 
part  of  the  Union,  to  watch  every  conjnncture,  to  seixe 
every  drenmstanee  that  can  be  improved.  The  Exeea- 
tive  eye  ought  to  be  placed  where  it  can  best  see  the 
dangers  which  may  threaten,  and  the  Execative  arm, 
whence  it  may  be  extended  most  effectually  to  the  pro- 
tection of  every  part  In  the  Judiciary  department,  if 
it  is  not  equally  necessary,  it  ie  highly  important  that 
the  Government  should  be  equally  accessible  to  all- 
With  respect  to  the  Western  Territoiy,  we  are  not  to 
expect  it,  for  it  would  be  an  affront  to  the  understanding 
of  oar  feliow-citiiens  on  the  Western  wateri,  that  they 
will  be  united  with  their  Atlantic  brethren,  on  any 
other  principle  than  that  of  equality  and  justice.  He 
was  sure,  that  if  justice  required  us  to  take  any  one 
position  in  preference  to  another,  we  had  every  in- 
ducement, both  of  interest  and  of  prudence,  to  fix  on 
the  Potomac,  as  most  satisfoctory  to  our  Western  breth- 
ren. On  a  candid  view  of  the  two  rivers,  (Susquehanna 
and  Potomac,)  he  flattered  himself  that  the  seat  which 
would  most  correspond  with  the  public  interest  woold 
be  found  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac.  It  was  proper 
that  we  should  have  some  regard  to  the  centre  of  ter- 
ritory ;  if  that  was  to  have  weight,  he  begged  leave  to 
my  that  there  was  no  comparison  between  the  two 
rivers.  He  defied  any  gentleman  to  cast  his  eye,  in 
the  most  cursory  manner,  over  m  map,  and  say,  that  the 
Potomac  is  not  mach  nearer  this  centra  than  any  part 
of  the  Susquehanna.  If  we  measure  from  the  banks 
of  the  Potomac  to  the  most  Eastern  part  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  less  distant  than  to  the  most  Southern.   If 


great  area  diagonallT,  the  Potommc  will 

still  have  the  advantage.  If  you  draw  n  line  perpea- 
dienlarly,  to  the  direction  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  we  shall 
find  that  it  will  run  more  eqnally  through  the  Potomac 
than  through  any  other  part  of  the  Union  ;  or,  if  there 
be  any  difference  between  one  side  and  the  other,  there 
will  be  a  greater  space  on  the  Southwest  then  on  the 
Northern.  All  the  maps  of  the  United  States  show 
the  truth  of  this.  He  granted  that  the  present  centre 
of  population  is  nearer  the  Susquehanna  than  the  Po- 
tomac But  are  we  choosing  a  Seat  of  Government  in 
the  present  moment  only  Y    He  presumed  not. 

The  adoption  of  the  resolTe  was  further  oppos- 
ed by  Messrs.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Forstth 
of  Gieorgia,  Hawkins  of  Kentucky,  Bowen  and 
Rhba  ol  Tennessee ;  and  ad? ocated  by  Messrs. 
Shabp  of  Kentucky  J  and  Inqbbsoll  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  qaestion  on  the  passage  of  the  resolaUoa 
was  decided  as  follows : 


Alston,  Baylies  of  Massacfaooetts, 
Bigetow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigfaam,  Brown. 
Butler,  CaldweD,  Champion,  Cilley,  Claik,  Condict, 
Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cnighton,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Denoylles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Ely,  FindJey, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Geddes,  Gourdin,  Orosvenor,  Hoi- 
bert,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Lrwin,  Jackson  of  Bhode  Is- 
land, Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Maasachnseetta, 
Law,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffit,  Moseley, 
Oakley,  Ormsfay,  Pickering,  Piper,  Post,  John  Reed, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvnia,  Rich,  Ru^es,  Schureman,  Ser- 
bert.  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Sturges,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Thomiwon, 
Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Winter— 72. 

NAXs-^Messrs.  Archer,  Avery,  BariMur,  Bard,  Bai- 
nett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen,  Burwdl,  Chappell, 
Clopton,  Comstock,  Crawford,  Cqlpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Dana,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson, 
Glssgow,  Goldsborough,Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Han- 
son, Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkin%  Hum^hrfys,  Hunger- 
ford,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lefibrts,  Lowndes,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pear- 
son, Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stuart,  Telfair, 
Troup,  White,  Wilson  oi  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and 
Yancey — 71. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  parsaaace 
thereof. 

Mr.  FisKf  of  New  York,  Mr.  Ghostbhor,  Mr. 
Sbabp,  Mr.  iNOBftBOLL,  Mr.  Fobbtth,  Mr.  Pear- 
son, and  Mr,  Lbwis,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 


Monday,  October  7. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  New  York, 
William  S.  Smith  ;  and  from  Kentucky,  Sam- 
UBL  Hopkins;  appeared,  and  took  their  aeats. 

The  bill  for  extending  the  right  of  auffrage, 
&C.,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
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ne  Wajf9  and  Meant. 


H.  or  R. 


Aecordio^  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Hoase 
resolved  itself  ioto  i  Committee  of  the  Whole 
OQ  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  ud- 
favorable  to  the  petition  of  Thomas  Cutts,  of  the 
District  of  Maioe,  who  prays  ireimbursement  of 
moneys  paid  for  property  purchased  at  a  mar- 
shal's sale,  together  with  costs  and  damages  on 
the  recorery  ^i  said  property  from  him  by  a  third 
person,  by  due  process  of  law. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  opposed  the  adop- 
tion of  the  report,  which  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Yancet,  of  North  Carolina,  the  chairman  of  the 
eomniittee  who  made  it,  &c. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  was 
finally  reversed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  so  reported  to  the  House.  It  was  then  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  for  further  consideration. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office,  on  the 
subject  of  Indian  cesyions;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table.    Adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  October  10. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massa- 
chusetts, Samuel  Tagoabt;  from  Maryland, 
Samuel  Ringgold;  from  North  Carolina,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy;  and  from  Louisiana,  Thomas 
BoLLiNO  Robertson  ;  appeared,  and  took  their 
seats. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  joint  resolutions 
^  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gal- 
lant conduct  of  Captain  Thomas  Macdonough, 
the  officers, seamen,  marines,  and  infantry,  aciiog 
as  marines,  on  board  the  United  States'  squadron 
on  Lake  Champlain,"  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  resolutions  were  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

An  engrossed  bill  further  to  extend  the  right 
of  suffrage,  and  to  increase  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Mis.sisbippi 
Territory,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oakley, 

Beaolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
he  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  return  of  the  direct  tax  and  the  internal  du- 
ties, establiahed  by  the  several  acts  passed  at  the 
first  session  of  the  present  Congress,  as  far  as  the 
same  have  been  received,  showing — 

First,  The  assessment  made  of  bouses,  lands, 
and  slaves,  in  the  several  collection  districts  in 
the  several  States,  and  the  aggregate  of  assess- 
ments in  each  State. 

Secondly,  The  amount  received  on  account  of 
the  direct  tax  from  each  State,  and  from  each 
collection  district  in  the  several  States. 

Thirdly,  The  amount  received  on  account  of 
each  of  the  said  internal  duties,  distinguishing 
the  amount  received  on  account  of  each  from  the 
States,  respectively,  and  from  each  collection 
district  in  the  several  States. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  on  the  resolutions  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Military  Afaiis,  expressive 


of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallant  eonduct  of 
Major  General  Brown,  and  brigadiers  Scott, 
Oaines^  and  ^acomb ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pasted  a  joint  resolution 
"empowering  the  Joint  Library  Committee  of 
Congress  to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's library  ;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concuir- 
rence  of  this  House. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  refer* 
red  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  on  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relates  to  the  finances  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next* 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  taxes,  loans,  and  Treasury  notes,  appear  to  be 
the  resources  on  which  we  must  rely  for  carrying  on 
the  war.  The  prodact  of  the  first  cannot  bis  com- 
manded in  time  to  meet  the  immediate  demanda  on 
the  Treasory.  A  reliance  on  loans,  in  the  present  ait- 
nation  of  this  country,  would  be  ancertain ;  and  the 
terms  on  which  they  would  be  obtained,  not  such  as 
to  indnce  a  resort  to  them  at  the  present  moment 
Treasniy  notes,  combined  with  a  system  of  taxation, 
more  extended  than  the  one  heretofore  adopted,  will 
it  ia  believed,  in  the  present  state  of  bank  credit,  be 
fonnd  to  be  a  much  better  resource.  The  want  of  some 
medium,  which,  resting  on  a  firm  and  solid  basis,  may 
unite  public  confidence,  and  have  a  general,  instead  of 
a  locaJ  circulation,  is  now  universally  acknowledged. 
The  stoppage  of  specie  payments  by  the  principal  banks 
of  the  Middle  States  has  embarrassed  greatly  the  oper^ 
ations  of  the  Treasury,  and,  by  confining  the  circula- 
tion of  notes  to  the  limits  of  the  States  within  which 
they  are  issued,  has  deprived  the  Government  of  all 
the  fiicilities,  in  the  remittance  of  money,  which  was 
afforded  while  pabtic  confidence  gave  to  bank  notes  a 
general  etrenlation.  The  notes  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  will  not  be  received  in  Boston ;  the  notes 
of  Baltimore,  or  of  the  District  cf  Colnmhia,  will  not 
answer  for  payments  in  Philadelphia.  If,  by  any  new 
modification,  Tieasnty  notee  could  be  made  to  answer 
the  porpoees  of  a  circulating  medium  between  the 
dliibrent  States,  they  would  greatly  focilitate  the  oper- 
ations of  GoveinflMnt,  and  free  from  embairaasment 
the  transactions  of  individuals.  To  secure  their  drea- 
lation,  it  would  be  necessary— -I.  To  issue  the  notes  in 
sums  suflkiently  small  for  the  ordinsry  purposes  of 
society ;  S.  To  allow  the  individual  who  holds  them  to 
fond  them  at  pleasure  at  any  of  the  loan  offices,  and 
to  receive  their  amount  in  stock  of  the  United  States, 
besring  an  mterest  of  8  per  cent.;  8.  T%make  them 
payable  to  bearer,  and  traiiaferrable  by  delivery :  4.  To 
make  them  receivable  in  all  payments  for  public  lands 
and  taxes;  6.  To  pledge,  for  the  payment  of  the  inteiw 
est  on  the  amount  issued,  so  much  of  the  intomal 
duties  as  shall  be  necessary.  To  prsvent  an  sceumn- 
lation of  drcnlating  medium,  the  United  Stotes  to  retain 
the  power,  on  giving  six  months'  nouoe,  of  redeeming 
them  with  specie,  or  exchanging  foj  them  stock,  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  8  per  cent.  If  these  provifions  ai« 
adopted,  and  taxes  inpossd,  wblea  sb«u  mwifoi* 
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dearly  the  ability  of  the  Gorernment  to  meet  ita  en- 
gagementa,  our  peaent  difficultiea  will  vamah,  confi- 
denee  be  reatored,  and  the  capital,  hoarded  bj  avarice, 
or  locked  up  from  timidity,  will  be  again  reatored  to 
the  aocuatomed  chaunela  of  circulation.  In  preaent^ 
ing  additional  objeeta  of  taxation,  care  haa  been  taken 
to  aelect  such  at  will  bear  equally  on  every  portion  of 
the  community.  In  Europe,  the  price  of  agricultural 
products  ie  not  materially  afiedted  by  a  stote  of  war; 
the  produce  of  the  earth  ia  there  consumed  within  the 
country,  in  peace  and  in  war.  The  aituation  of  the 
United  Butea  ia  totally  difierenL  With  an  extensive 
and  fertile  country,  and  a  small  population,  compared 
to  the  extent  of  our  territory,  we  have  annually  a  laige 
surplus  to  export  to  foreign  markets,  over  and  above 
what  is  neceasary  for  conaumption.  On  the  export  of 
this  surplus,  which  is  cut  off  by  war,  depends  in  a  great 
degree  the  ability  of  the  farmer  to  meet  taxes.  While, 
however,  war  depresses  the  agricultural  interest,  it 
gives  vigor  to  various  manufactares.  By  deatroying 
mil  foreign  eompetition,  the  war  has  brought  many  of 
theae  manufactures  to  a  atate  of  perfeotioa,  which  will 
secure  their  successful  prosecution,  even  after  peace 
shall  be  reatored.  In  Umes  of  difficulty  and  danger, 
we  must  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  every  class  of  our 
citizens.  These  estoblishments,  under  the  fostering 
hand  of  the  Government,  have  grown  to  maturity,  and 
will  not  heaiute  to  bear,  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
esto,  their  portion  of  the  Uxes  necessary  to  maintain, 
unimpaired,  that  character  for  punctuality  and  good 
faith  for  which  the  American  Government  haa  hereto- 
fbre  been  distinguished.  Several  of  these  raann&c- 
tures  have  been  selected  as  proper  subjects  of  taxation ; 
and  it  is  proposed  to  unite  with  the  taxes  a  pledge  of 
the  public  faith  for  the  continuance  of  the  double  duties 
until  the  tax  shall  be  repealed. 

The  committee  deem  it  uAneoessary,  at  preaent,  to 
present  any  view  of  the  expenditures  for  the  next  year, 
reserving  a  report  on  that  subject  until  the  estimatea 
from  the  Treasury  shall  be  forwarded.  Confining, 
tberafore,  this  report  to  tho  additional  taxes  neceasary 
for  the  suj^port  of  the  public  credit,  they  anbmit  the 
following  reaoltttiona : 

1^  Bewohed,  That  it  k  expediiBt  to  eoiitin«e  the 
direct  tax,  aitd  to  mcreaae  the  same  60  per  «enL 

S.  Retobied,  That  it  ia  expedimt  to  ineieMe  the 
duty  on  s^rils  distilled,  by  an  additional  doty  ^19^ 
eenls  ott  the  gallon. 

8.  BetoheAt  That  it  is  cxpediaiit  to  add  10»  pmr 
cent  on  the  present  duty  eo  sales  at  anetion. 

4.  Rmoked^  That  itis  expedient  tn  add  60  per  eesU 
totba  present  dvty  on  the  coneeyaaee  «f  paperannd 


6.  Etmdned,  That  itie  expediant  to  impoee  a  da^ 
Ml  the  foUewing  articles,  vii:  maauliictnred  tobaeeo 
and  annff,  in  the  hands  of  the  mannfhetorer ;  eandlea, 
of  taUow  and  spermaceti;  hata;  ootMi  yam,  apoa  by 
the  aid  of  maohmery,  worked  by  aleam  or  water; 
leather;  pigpron;  castings;  bar,roUed,  and  alit  tron, 
and  on  nails  made  by  the  aid  of  maehinery ;  on  fhmi* 
tare  above  a  certain  value,  except  beds,  bedding,  and 
ntlelea  of  domeetic  maaufiMtnre,  in  the  hands  of  the 
owner;  beer,  ale,  and  porter,  in  the  hands  of  the  man- 
tifiietnrer ;  boots  and  shoes,  above  a  certain  price,  in 
the  hands  of  the  manufkctnnr;  on  plated  hamass,  in 
tile  hands  of  the  owner;  on  vats  for  the  raannfoelim 
of  paper ;  on  saddles  Mid  bridlss,  above  a  certain  piioe, 
IB  the  hands  of  the  owner;  on  gold  and  siver  waidiss, 
in  the  handaof  the  owner;  on  pisaadre  hsnaa,kept 


exclosively  for  the  saddle  or  carriagn ;  on 
and  on  lotteries. 

EsHmaie  of  the  amount  of  the  proposed 

of  the  new  duHe», 

Fifty  per  cent  on  w  direct  tax        -        • 
Additional  duty  on  distilled  spirits  - 
One  hundred  per  cent  on  the  present  ane- 
tion duties  ------ 

Fif^  per  cent,  on  postage        -        -        - 
Manufactnied  tobacco  and  nautt,  10,00(^- 

000  of  pounds,  averaged  at  4  cents 
Candles  of  Ullow,  6,000,000  of  ponnda,  at 
2  cents        .----- 

Spermaceti  and  white  wax,  400^000  poonda, 
at  10  cents  ------ 

Hata :  on  beaver  §1,  castors  76  oenH,  and 
ronima  26  centa,  paytble  by  mannfoo- 

tursrs  --"•'•." 

Cotton  yam,  spun  by  aid  of  machineij, 
worked  by  steam  or  water ;  400,000  spin- 
dles, at  26  cents  -        -        -        -        - 

Leather :  sole,  neats,  harness,  calf,  horse, 
and  hog,  kip  and  seal  ddn ;  18,000,000 
of  pounds,  averaged  at  3  cents     - 

Goat  and  sheep  skins  tanned  with  sumach 
or  otherwise,  to  resemble  Spanish  leather, 
at60cent8perdoxen;  and  all  other  akiBB 
tanned  witn  alum,  averaged  at  3  cents 
per  pound   ------ 

bon,  300,000  tons  pig,  at  ^1     -        •        • 

One  hundred  thousand  tons  of  castings, 
at  fl  60 

One  hundred  thousand  tons  of  bar,  rolled, 
and  slit  iron,  at  $1 

On  beer,  ale,  and  porter;  6,000/M)0  gsHona, 
at  1  cent      .-•--- 

Furniture  tex,  excluding  beds,  bedding, 
kitchen  foroiture,  carpets  and  curtains  of 
domestic  manufocture,  and  fomUy  pic- 
tures ;  and  excluding  also  fit>m  the  oper- 
ation of  the  tax  every  person  whose  for- 
niture,  exclusive  of  the  above  articles, 
does  not  amount  to  ^^W.    The  estimate 
is  made  on  a  supposition  that  ^e  United 
States  contains  800,000  families.    Fmb- 
ilies  exempt,  as  possessing  less  than  fSOO 
worth  of  furniture,  260,000.     Panlliss 
owning  to  the  amount  of  betw«eih^ 
f200  and  $400,  300,000,  at  fl 
400  and    600, 100,000,  at      1  60  - 
600  and  14)00,   7^000,  at      3 
IfiOO  and  1,600,   26,000,  at     6        - 
1,600  and  2,000,    16,000,  at    10 
2,000  and  3^0,    10,000,  at    17 
3,000  and  4,000,    10,000,  at    28 
4,000  and  6,000,    10,000,  at   45 
6,000  and  9,000,     6,000,  at    76 
Above  9^000,     1,900,  at  100 

Boots  :  white-top,  and  fUll-dress  militaiy 
boots ;  100,000  pairs,  at  75  eents  • 

Other  boots  or  bootees,  of  the  vahie  of  $8 ; 
260,000  pairs,  at  60  cents     .        .        - 

Boots  or  bootees,  not  less  than  ^  in  value, 
and  not  exceeding  $8 ;  600,000  pairs,  at 
26  cents 

Fine  shoes,  above  the  value  of  91  76 ; 
1,000,000  pairs,  at  10  cenU  • 

Plated  harness,  inthe  hands  of  ths  owner ; 
60^000  paiis,  at  f2       -       -       •       - 


fl,900,00e 
150,000 


4MfiOO 

190,000 

40,006 

500,000 

100,000 

6401,000 


60,00i 


160,000 

100/MO 

60,000 


306^000 
160^006 
825,000 
160,000 
150,000 
170,000 
280,000 
457,000 
375,000 
lOfiOO 

75,000 

125,000 

126,000 
100,000 
100,000 
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NcgoJioiwm  fir  Ptoct* 


H.  opR. 


On  thift  nainhotttre  of  piper :  on  vaU  ex* 
exduivel/  employea  in  nuking  white 
paper,  9^  >  on  Tats  employed  in  making 
part  white  and  part  brown,  $30 ;  on  Tata 
ezcIiisiTely  employed  in  making  brown 
paper,  $16 ; — 2,000  vata  averaged  -  30,000 
On  naik  made  by  the  aid  of  machinery, 

30,000,000  of  pounds,  at  1  cent    -        -       200,000 
On  saddles  under  $10  ▼^ne,  60  eente ;  over 
$10  and  under  $16, 75  cents ;  and  above 
thebTalaeof$15,  $1    ....       100,000 
On  bridles  of  leas  valne  than  $2, 10  cents ; 
$2  and  nnder  $5,  20  oenU;  $5  and 
under  $10,  40  cents ;  above  $10,  $1    -       100,000 
On  pleasnre  horses,  kept  exchisively  ibr  the 
saddle,  $1 ;  horses  kepi  exehishrely  for 
the  eanriage,  $1  60      -  -  15#,000 

Ongoidwatches,260,000,at$3  •       600,000 

On  silver  watehaa,  260,000,  at  $1     -  260,000 

On  pli^g  oards,  400,000  packs,  a^26  eta.       100,000 
On  u>tteries,«  per  centum  on  the  amount  •        60/)00 


Total $11,636,000 

Adi  the  revenne  for  1815,  as  eathnated  by 

theSeeietaiyertheTreaawy  •  10,800|000 


Making  for  1816  a  remrae  of  -        $22»486^000 

NEGOTIATIONd  FOR  PEACE. 
The  following  Message  was  receired  from  the 

PAB91DB1VT  OF  THE  UniTCD  STATSS  : 

To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .* 

I  lay  before  Congress  communications  just  received 
from  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States,  charg- 
ed with  negotiating  peace  with  Great  Britain ;  show- 
ing the  conditions  on  which  'alone  that  Government 
is  willing  to  put  an  end  to  the  war. 

The  instraotaens  to  thoso  Plenipotontisfviee,  disdoe- 
ing  the  grounds  on  which  they  were  anthoriied  to 
negotiate  and  eondude  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  vrill  be  the 
anbjeet  of  another  commnnication. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

WAaanroTov,  Oetcber  10, 1814. 

The  Measi^e  and  eommonicatioos  were  refer* 
red  to  the  Comoiittee  on  Foreiga  Rekttoos* 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  mored  that  ftte  thousand  copies 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  nembers. 

Mr.  Hamson,  of  h&iryland,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  by  inaerting  ''ten  thoaaaod  eopies" 
in  the  place  of  five  thoaaand."  He  said  he  was 
persuaded  the  information  eonmnnieated  in  the 
Message  had  awakened  but  one  feelta^;  through- 
oot  the  House,  and  staasped  the  same  impression 
on  every  member.  It  had  always  been  his  opin- 
ion that  it  became  not  this  Qoverament  to  sund 
on  idle,  frivolous  cttqaette,  bat  to  speak  to  the 
eaemVf  if  indeed  we  desired  to  convert  him  to  a 
friend,  to  speak  to  him  frankly,  plainly,  and  di- 
rectly, to  the  end  that  all  ground  tor  his  dottbting 
our  sincerity  might  be  removed.  He  trusted  that 
it  woold  appear  that  our  CommissioBers  had 
been  instructed  so  to  speak,  and  that  they  had  so 
spoken.  If,  then,  on  fair  and  honorable  terms 
proposed,  England  should  hare  denied  as  peace; 
if  other  and  new  claims  had  been  set  op;  if  she 
has  attempted  to  annex  de^prading  and  humili- 


ating conditions ;  if  she  haa  presumed  to  trench 
upon  our  ascertained  rights  as  hitherto  acknowl- 
edged and  enjoyed,  from  that  moment  Mr.  H.'s 
determination  had  long  since  been  formed  to 
unite  in  supporting  the  most  vigorous  system  of 
honorable  war,  with  the  hope  of  bringing  the 
enemy  to  a  sense  of  jastice.  Mr.  H.  was  satisfied 
that  notfaiuff  oiore  was  necessary  to  nMke  the 
war  nationu  than  to  convince  the  people  that  an 
honest  and  fair  effort  had  been  made  to  obuin 
peace,  and  it  had  been  denied  upon  terms  motii*' 
ally  honorable.  From  that  moment  it  ceased  to 
be  a  party  war,  and  of  neceasity  became  national. 
Mr.  H.  said  he  too  well  knew  the  party  with 
which  it  had  been  his  pride  and  happiness  to  act, 
to  doubt  oi  their  determining  to  bear  a  just  share 
of  the  sacrifices  to  be  incurred  in  defending  the 
honor  of  the  nation  in  a  war  that  becomes  just. 
Forgetting,  as  far  as  possible,  their  objections  to 
the  Administration;  stifling  their  complaints  as 
far  as  might  he  against  the  party  that  supports  it; 
sacrificing  all  minor  ceasiderauons;  endeaTcdng 
to  bury  in  oblivion  the  numeroos  wrongs  infli^ed 
upon  their  party;  omitting,  to  every  poper  ex- 
tent, a  retrospect  of  the  past,  and  looking  to  the 
present  and  the  future,  for  the  purpose  of  siauneh- 
ittg  the  bleeding  wounds  of  their  eoiutry,  they 
would  stand  forth  in  this  her  hour  of  peril,  in 
asserting  and  maintaining  her  established  rights 
and  honor.  But,  sir,  saidTMr.  H.,  while  we  have 
ever  been  ready  to  sacrifice  our  political  feetings 
upon  the  altarof  our  country,  the  sacred  duty  we 
owe  to  it  will  require  of  us  never  to  cense  insist- 
ing on  a  reform  in  the  measures  of  the  OoTcru* 
meat,  and  the  choice  of  honorable  and  eaiiffht- 
ened  hmd,  competent  to  conduct  its  aAiirs  in  a 
crisis  so  awful.  Unfortunately  for  the  country, 
the  character  of  the  men  who  now  directed  its 
destinies  was  not  of  this  description ;  nor  did  they 
possess  the  confidence  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Oaklbt,  of  New  York,  said  that  it  was 
not  necessary  for  him  on  this  occasion  to  reiterate 
the  sentiments  of  his  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Ham- 
son.)  His  friend,  he  was  confident,  had  expressed 
the  feelings  and  opinions  of  those  gentlemen  with 
whom  he  was  accustomed  to  act.  on  the  nature 
and  character  of  the  demands  and  pretensions  of 
the  British  Qovernment,  as  developed  in  the  de- 
spatches just  read  to  the  House.  He  did  not  hesi- 
tate, in  the  fullest  manner,  to  declare,  that  those 
demands  and  pretensions  were  utterly  inadmissi- 
ble under  any  circumstances.  But,  Mr.  O.  said, 
while  he  made  this  declaration,  and  while  he  felt, 
in  comno|i  with  all  gentlemen,  the  conviction 
that  there  could  be  but  one  sentiment  in  the 
nation,  as  to  the  necessity  of  resisting,  by  til  the 
means  in  our  power,  the  unjust  and  arrogani 
claims  of  the  enemy,  he  felt  bound  to  remark, 
that  he  could  nerer  forget  by  whom  and  upon 
what  grounds  the  nation  had  been  involved  in 
this  war,  upon  the  issue  of  which  were  now  staked 
the  essential  rights  and  honor  of  the  conn  try « 
The  character  given  by  the  enemy  to  the  wari 
had  put  at  hazard  these  rights  and  that  hoaori 
and  they  must  now  be  vindit^ted  at  an  incalcu^ 
lable  expense  of  treasure  and  btood.    hfir.  O.  said 
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it  was  notorioas,  that,  at  the  commeDcemeDt  of 
the  war,  a  great  portion  of  the  people  of  this 
couDtry  thoughc  it  rash  and  oonecessary.  If  the 
Administration  had  been  willing  to  make  peace 
on  terms  which  could  be  expected  to  unite  the 
approbation  of  the  nation,  they  most  have  been 
prepared  to  abandon  some  of  the  grounds  on 
which  it  had  been  declared.  Their  conduct  in 
the  late  negotiation  could  not  be  properly  esti- 
mated until  the  instructions  to  our  Commission- 
ers are  laid  before  the  House.  This,  Mr.  O.  said, 
he  perceiTed  was  to  be  done.  It  would  then  ap- 
pear how  far  they  had  thought  it  important  to 
maintain  the  grounds  on  which  thev  had  deemed 
it  expedient  to  commence  a  war;  tne  conclusion 
of  which  was  not  now  within  their  control,  and 
appeared  to  be  removed  to  a  hopeless  distance. 

Mr,  O.  said,  it  was  indispensable  to  the  safety 
of  the  nation,  that  its  affairs,  at  this  awful  crisis, 
should  be  committed  to  the  management  of  men 
who  could  reasonably  be  expected  to  unite  the 
confidence  of  the  nation ;  and  who,  when  they 
had  compelled  the  enemy  to  abandon  his  unjust 
and  insulting  pretensions,  would  not  throw  new 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  peace,  by  setting  up  any 
unwarrantable  claims  on  our  part.  He  would 
tell  gentlemen  in  sober  earnestness,  that  a  war 
which,  to  be  successful,  must  be  wa^ed  by  the 
united  means  and  vigor  of  the  nation,  could 
never  be  conducted  to  an  honorable  issue  by  a 
party  Administration. 

Brides  the  above  remarks  of  Mr.  HAifsoN  and 
Mr.  Oakley,  which  are  reported  with  critical 
correctness,  a  few  remarks  were  made  by  Mr. 
FoBBYTB.  of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  Wbigbt,  of  Ma- 
ryland, the  first  acquiescing  in  Mr.  Hanson's 
motion,  and  the  second  approving  the  spirit  of 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  H.,  his  colleague. 

The  motion  to  print  ten  thousand  copies  was 
agreed  to. 

Tuesday,  October  II. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  York, 
Abraham  HasbroucK;  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  from  Peter 
Landais,  praying  to  be  paid  his  share  of  prize 
money  for  British  vessels  captured  during  the 
Revolutionary  War  by  the  American  frigate 
the  Alliance,  under  his  command. — Laid  on  the 
table. 

HONORS  TO  THE  BRAVE. 

The  House  asrain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  resolutions  expres- 
sive of  the  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  the 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  with  which  the  repu- 
tation or  tbe  arms  of  the  United  States  has  been 
sustained  by  Major  Ghsnerals  Brown,  Scott,  and 
Gaines,  and  Brigadier  Gkneral  Macomb.  These 
resolutions  were  yesterday  amended  in  commit- 
tee by  the  insertion  of  the  names  of  Gknerals  P. 
B.  Porter,  Ripley,  and  Miller.  These  amend- 
ments were,  after  considerable  debate,  confirmed 
by  the  House.  The  resolution  approbatory  of 
the  conduct  of  Brigadier  Qeneral  Macomb  was 


also  amended,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Shipberd, 
of  New  York,  by  addioff  thereto  the  names  oi 
Major  General  Mooers  of  the  New  York  militia, 
and  Major  General  Strong  of  the    militia  of 
Vermont. 

The  resolutions  thus  amended,  were  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading — Ayes  93, 

LIBRARY  FOR  CONGRESS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  resolution  authorizing  the  Li- 
brary Committee  of  Congress  to  contract  for  the 
purchase  of  the  library  of  Mr.  Jefierson. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  Samuel  H.  Smith, 
Esq.,  offering  tbe  library  to  Congress  on  their 
own  terms  and  their  own  time  of  paymeot,  to 
replace  in  some  degree  the  loss  sustained  in  this 
respect  by  the  recent  invasion,  was  read.  Tbe 
letter  states  that'lhe  collection  has  been  tbe  work 
of  fifty  years  and  of  great  care  and  attention  (and 
said  to  consist  of  ten  thousand  volumes)— a  col- 
lection which  he  had  designed,  at  his  death,  to 
have  offered  the  refusal  of  to  Congress — but  this 
intention,  the  letter  states,  is  hastened  by  the  re- 
cent events,  as  the  few  years  yet  left  to  -him 
would  afford  him  but  a  barren  use  of  this  exten- 
sive aod  valuable  library. — [For  which  letter  see 
Senate  Proceedings,  otife  page  24.] 

After  much  desultory  conversation,  as  to  the 
value  of  this  library,  the  nature  of  the  selectioa, 
dbc.,  the  Committee  rose  (in  order,  apparently,  to 
give  further  time  to  the  members  to  examine  the 
catalogue)  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Wboi«e80at,  October  18. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Naval  Affiiirs,  reported  without  amend- 
ment the  resolution  from  the  Senate  in  honor  of 
CSaptain  Macdonougb,  his  officers  and  crew;  and 
they  were  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  tbe  high  sense 
entertained  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  with  which 
the  reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United  States 
has  been  sustained  by  Gknerals  Brown,  Scott, 
Ghiines,  Ripley,  and  Miller,  of  the  Army,  and 
General  P.  B.  Porter  of  the  New  York  militia, 
and  General  Macomb  of  the  Army,  were  read  a 
third  time,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Oaklbt,  of  New  York,  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  same  for  amendment ;  alleging,  as  a  rea- 
son therefor,  that  the  amendmenu  wnich  had 
been  incorporated  in  the  resolutions  afforded  a 
strong  objection  to  their  passage. 

After  a  debate  of  about  two  hours,  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Oaklbt  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolu- 
tions were  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  had  passed  a  joist 
resolution  relative  to  the  capture  of  the  Britidi 
sloop  of  war  L'Bpervier  by  the  Peacock ;  which 
resolve  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com* 
miuee  on  Naval  AfiBuia. 
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Bonior  to  the  Brave— BaiUe  on  Lake  Champlaifu 


H.  or  R. 


The  order  of  the  day  on  Mr.  Jackson's  motioQ 
to  ameod  the  Constitution  having  been  called 
op,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  same  was  postponed 
to,  and  made  the  order  of  tlie  day  for,  the  first 
Monday  in  December  next. 

Tbursoay,  October  13. 

Mr.  Epp£S,  of  Virginia,  gave  notice  that  he 
should  to-morrow  calf  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  on  the  additional 
taxes. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Eentuckv,  called  ap  the  re- 
port fur  this  day,  bat  the  House  overruled  his 
motion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CoopfiR,  of  New  Tork,  a 
resolution  was  adopted,  instructing  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  make  a  report  to  the  House,  of  the 
claims  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  for 
moneys  advanced  in  paying  the  expenses  of  the 
militia  of  any  State  or  Territory,  heretofore  called 
out  under  the  authority  of  such  State  or  Terri- 
tory, for  the  purpose  of  repelling  invasion  or  de* 
fending^  it  from  the  incursion  of  the  enemy — 
specifying  what  calls,  if  any,  have  not  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
distinguishing  the  items  which,  uader  existing 
laws,  may  be  adjusted  and  settled,  and  such  also 
as  cannot  be  settled  without  legislative  provision. 

HONOR  TO  THE  BRAVE. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  (Georgia,  from  the  Military 
Committee,  reported  the  resolutions,  yesterday  re- 
ferred to  them,  in  the  following  amended  form : 

JUtohed,  bv  the  Smote  and  Houee  of  RepreeeniO' 
iivee  of  the  United  Staiee  of  America  in  Congreee 
aeaemokd.  Thai  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  and  they 
mre  heiel^  presented  to  Major  Oeneral  BTOwn»  and 
thioagh  him  to  the  officers  and  men  under  bis  com* 
mandy  ibr  their  gallantrj  And  good  condnet  in  the  snc* 
ce— ive  battles  of  Chippewa,  Niagara,  and  Erie,  in 
Upper  Canada,  in  which  British  veteran  troops  were 
beaten  and  repulsed  by  eansl  or  inferior  nnmbers,  and 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
cause  a  gold  medal  to  be  struck,  emblematieal  of  these 
triumphs,  and  presented  to  Major  General  Brown. 

JUsohed^  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
be  requested  to  canse  a  gold  medal  to  be  stmek,  with 
suitable  emblems  and  devices,  and  presented  to  Major 
General  Bcott,  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense  enter- 
tained by  Congress  of  his  distlDgnished  services  in  the 
successive  conflicts  of  Chippewa  and  Nisgara,  and  of 
hie  uniform  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  sostaining 
the  reputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United  States. 

Reeohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  requested  to  canse  silver  medals  to  be  struck,  with 
suitable  emblems  and  devices,  and  presented  to  Briga- 
dier Qeoeral  Ripley,  Brigadier  General  Miller,  and 
Brigadier  General  Porter,  in  testimony  of  the  high 
sense  entertained  by  Congvsss  of  their  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  in  the  several  conflicti  of  Chippewa, 
Niagara,  and  Erie. 

Reeolved,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  and  they 
are  hereby  presented  to  Brigadier  General  Gaines,  and 
through  him  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand, for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  defeat- 
ing the  enemy  at  Erie,  on  the  I/ith  of  August,  repelling 
with  great  slaughter  the  attack  of  a  British  veteran 
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army  superior  in  nnmbers,  and  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be  requested  to  canse  a  gold  medal 
to  be  struck,  emblematical  of  this  triumph,  and  pre- 
sented to  Brigadier  General  Gaines. 

Reaohfed,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  and  they 
are  hereby  presented  to  Brigadier  General  Macomb, 
and  through  him  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
command,  for  their  gallantly  and  good  conduct  in  de- 
leating  the  enemy  at  Plattsborg,  on  the  11th  of  8ep» 
tember,  repelling  with  1,600  men,  aided  by  a  body  of 
militia  ana  volunteers  from  New  York  ana  Vermont, 
a  British  veteran  army  greatly  superior  in  number, 
and  that  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  be  re- 
quested to  cause  a  gold  medal  to  be  struck,  emble- 
matieal of  this  triumph,  and  presented  to  Brigadier 
General  Macomb. 

No  debate  took  place  on  this  report,  except  a 
few  words  on  the  subject  of  an  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Gholbon,  which  he  afterwards 
withdrew. 

The  report  was  accepted  without  opposition, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  and  last  time  to- 
day. [Bat,  before  it  could  be  eosrosaed  for  that 
purpose,  the  House  had  adjoamea.] 

THE  BATTLE  ON  LAKE  CHAMPLAIN. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Plbasahts,  of 
Virginia,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  tha 
Whole  on  the  resolutions  from  the  Senate,  ex- 
pressive of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  impor* 
tance  and  brilliancy  of  the  decisive  victory  ob- 
tained by  Commodore  Thomas  Maodonough  and 
his  brave  officers  and  men. 
The  resolutions  having  been  read- 
Mr.  Plbasants,  of  Virginia,  said,  before  the 
question  was  taken  upon  the  resolutions,  he  would 
take  the  liberty  of  sunmitting  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Committee  a  few  remarks.  Whatever,  said 
he,  may  be  the  difference  of  opinion  among  ns^aa 
to  the  manner  or  the  measure  of  approbation 
which  we  will  bestow  upon  oar  land  omcers  anA 
soldiers,  I  believe  there  is  bat  oneatntiflMat  as  to 
our  seamen.  Fortnaately  for  onr  eountry,  the 
occasions  of  just  and  honorable  calogiom  upoi» 
them  have  been  so  freqaent|  that  the  practice  ia 
folly  settled,  the  precedents  complatelj  estab- 
lished. The  subject  of  the  resolations  before  Toa, 
is  the  victory  obtained  by  Commodore  Maeoon- 
o\x^tk  and  his  gallant  comrades  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  over  a  superior  British  squadron,  on  the 
memorable  lllh  of  September  last — a  victory  in 
itself  equal  to  any  one  wbich  has  been  achieved 
by  our  navy ;  in  its  conseqoences  certainly  sur^ 
passed  by  none.  A  view  of  the  relative  strength 
of  the  two  squadrons  will  convince  us  that  this 
victory  was  in  itself  equal  to  any  one  which  has 
preceoed  it.  It  is  sufficient  to  observe,  that  in 
almost  every  particular,  perhaps  in  every  one^ 
the  advantage  was  on  the  side  of  the  enemy. 
The  action  was  commenced  by  him  in  the  fullest 
confidence  of  success.  He  chose  his  own  time ; 
he  took  his  Owik  distance;  he  was  animated  by 
the  presence  of  a  great  army,  spectators  of  the 
contest.  He  was  stimulated  by  that  spirit  of 
emulation  which  never  ceases  to  exist  between 
the  Army  and  Navy.  He  had  every  reason  to 
believe  thai,  upon  the  successful  issue  of  the  naval 
contest,  depended  the  saccessfol  issue  of  i^^  ^am- 
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paigD.  Thus  situated,  and  thus  wrought  upon 
by  motives  so  powerful,  he  would  probahly  have 
been  successful  had  be  not  been  opposed  hj  men 
actuated  by  feelings  of  a  character  somewhat  dif- 
ferent, but  perhaps  of  still  more  powerful  influ- 
eaee.  The  Americans  were,  in  every  sense  of 
the  word,  fighting  for  their  country.  That  coon- 
try  was  likely  to  fall  under  one  of  the  severest 
scourges  to  Which  any  country  can  be  exposed. 
The  City  of  Washington  had  jast  before  fallen 
a  prey  to  the  invaders — there  was  good  reason  to 
believe  that  Baltimore  was  on  the  eve  of  destruc- 
tion— perhaps  destroyed.  The  determination  to 
lay  waste  and  destroy  all  the  assailable  parts  of 
our  country  had  been  announced  in  form.  A  fe- 
rocious determination,  sir !  Adopted,  we  are  as- 
sured, at  the  special  instance  of  the  Governor  of 
Canada.  A  combination  of  more  powerful  in- 
centives to  exertion  has  seldom  adaressed  itself 
to  the  human  mind.  Under  its  influence  our 
brave  countrymen  fought ;  and  under  its  influ- 
ence they  conquered.  The  consequences  of  their 
victory  are  known  to  all  united*  America.  To 
recite  tbem  would  be  soperflpoas;  I  shall  not  un- 
dertake it,  sir.  All  I  ask  is,  and  I  ask  it  with 
pleasure,  because  I  am  sure  I  shall  receive  it,  the 
undivided  sentiment  of  this  House  in  favor  of  the 
resolutioos. 

No  opposition  or  amendment  being  made,  the 
resolutions  were  reported  to  the  House,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading;  and  were  accordingly 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  by  an  unanimous 
vote. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

Mr*  FiBK.  of  New  York,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
the  following  bill : 

A  Uli  ibr  the  temporary  removal  of  the  8eat  of  Gov* 
enmeni  from  the  City  of  Washington. 

Be  it  enacted  hythe  Senate  and  Houee  of  RemB' 
eeniatioee  of  the  united  Statea  of  America  m  Con" 
greee  aeeenufledt  That,  within  twenty  days  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  the  offices  attached  to 
tbe  Seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Btates  shall 
be  removed,  under  the  direction  of  the  respective  hold- 
en  thereof  fron^  the  City  of  Washington  to  — ,  in 
die  State  of -«-— ,  and  there  opened  for  the  transaction 
of  public  business. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaetedt  That,  within  the 
said  twenty  days,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 
act,  Congress  shall  adjourn  for  —  days,  to  meet  at 

the  expiration  of  the  said days,  at  — ,  in  the 

State  of  — -,  then  and  there  to  finish  the  session  of 
the  present  Congress. 

8xc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  within  the 
said  twenty  days  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  Seat 
of  the  Oovemment  of  the  United  States  shall,  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act,  be  translerred  to  the  said ,  in  the 

State  of ,  and  shall  oonttnUe  and  remain  there, 

finr  and  during  the  continQanoe  of  the  |present  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Bntain,  and  until 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress 
after  the  termination  of  the  war  aforesaid. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  such  removal,  the  sum  of 
thoutiind  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out 


of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated. 

Sxc.  &  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the  first 
session  of  Congress  to  be  held  after  the  tensination  of 
the  present  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  shall  be  held  at  the  Ci^  of  Waslii^ilBn,  ia 
the  IKstrict  of  Columbia,  to  which  place  the  pabik 
offices  attached  to  the  Seat  of  the  GoTomment  of  the 
United  States  shsll,  at  the  commencement  of  the  said 
session,  together  with  the  Seat  of  the  Gorvrament  of 
the  United  States,  be  transferred ;  and,  fieni  and  after 
that  time,  shall  oeane  to  be  held  or  exeicieed  elsewheie. 


Mr.  FoRSTTH,  of  Georgia,  baring  objected  to 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  mored  to  reject  the 
bill,  and  thereon  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  reason  he  assigned  for  it  was,  that  instead  of 
being  engaged  on  a  subject  of  this  kind,  the 
House  ought  to  be  engaged  in  matters  of  high 
importance,  in  which  tbe  destinies  of  tbe  nation 
are  involved.  He  would  call  the  attention  of 
gentlemen  to  the  despatches  from  Europe,  which, 
he  thought,  would  clearly  indicate  that  other  ob- 
jects than  this  ought  to  occupy  the  attention  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  GaosTENOB,  of  New  Tork,  said  he  most 
sincerely  resetted  that  this  course  had  been  taken 
with  t)ie  bill.  If  gentlemen  were  friends  to  this 
District,  if  they  wished  the  question  decided  in 
such  a  way  as  would  quiet  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District,  they  ought  to  refrain  from 
pushing  this  question  now,  when  numy  were  ab- 
sent who  did  not  expect  it  to  come  en.  If,  when 
all  the  members  were  present,  there ahoald  appear 
to  be  a  majority  against  the  bill,  the  qoesUon 
would  be  fairly  settled ;  but  a  sorpiae  of  this  sort 
could  not  decide  it.  The  ^etftion  was  one,  be 
Mid,  of  trying  importance^  nbt  oaly  to  tbe  Dis- 
trict, but  to  other  pnrts  of  the  nation.  It  ought 
to  be  decided  by  a  rail  vote.  Until  it  wan  so  set- 
tled, if  against  remoral,  there  is  not  one  cirifen 
who  ought  to  hare  confidence  in  the  permanence 
of  the  Seat  of  Cbrernment.  Gentlemen  ought 
to  deal  liberally,  and  let  the  business  take  tbe  osoa! 
course.  If  this  course  was  taken,  the  real  ques- 
tion would  not  be  decided,  but  would  be  subject 
to  continual  agitation. 

Mr.  FoRBYTB,  of  Georgia,  said,  so  far  as  he  was 
personally  concerned,  he  denied  tne  imputation  of 
intending  to  obtain  a  rote  by  surprise;  he  was  not 
operated  upon  by  any  such  consideration.  He 
was  not,  he  said,  peculiarly  a  friend  to  the  people 
of  this  District;  it  was  not  on  their  account  he 
was  opposed  to  the  bill.  It  waa  the  intrinsic  im- 
portance of  this  qoestton  to  the  natiou  at  large, 
that  demanded  his  attention.  It  was  ueeeasary 
this  question  should  be  settled,  and  prtNttptly  set- 
tled. He  had  no  idea  that  any  member  could  be 
taken  by  surprise,  and  he  was  indeed  surprised  at 
the  remark.  This  question  bad  been  amply-  dis- 
cussed, and  there  was  nothing  to  be  satd  oo  the 
subject,  dbc.  By  referring  to  the  bill,  it  would 
be  seen  that  the  bill  could  not  possibly  pass,  and 
the  Seat  of  Gorernment  be  removed  within  thirty 
days ;  before  which  time  the  season  would  afford 
ample  security  against  tbe  approach  of  an  euemy. 
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By  that  ctme  all  the  arguments  which  had  been 
urged  in  /aror  of  a  remoral  would  be  done  away 
by  the  rigor  of  theseaAon.  At  to  personal  ineon- 
veaience  from  sitting  here,  he  did  not  believe  any 
gentleman  could  or  would  be  inflnenced  by  mo- 
tires  of  that  character.  There  was  now  no  rea- 
son for  removal.  If  reasons  should  hereafter  oc- 
cur, it  would  be  then  time  enough  for  Congress 
to  remove. 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  New  York,  said  he  very  much  re^ 
gretted  that  this  motion  had  been  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  The  principles 
of  this  bill  had  been  more  than  i>nce  before  the 
House,  wiio  had  decided  in  faror  of  the  removal ; 
and  it  could  not  be  expected  they  were  now  pre- 
pared to  reject  the  bill.  The  exposttre  of  this 
place  and  the  expense  of  sitting  here  were  as 
great  now  as  they  had  been  before.  As  to  the 
argument  that  time  will  render  this  place  secure, 
Mr.  F.  said  he  would  jinawer  the  gentleman,  for 
the  enemy,  as  a  French  marshal  had  once  replied 
to  8oa»c  such  remark,  that  he  would  not  consult 
the  enemf  as  to  the  time  or  plaee  of  meeting  him. 
Mr.  F.  said  we  were  now  situated  four  hundred 
miles  from  tkm  most  iaap|ortant  seat  of  war,  with 
which  daily  and  expeditious  communication  was 
all-important,  as  well  to  the  facility  of  supplies 
as  to  the  combioation  of  movement  antl  action, 
d^.  The  increase  of  expense  thus  incarred,  he 
said,  amounted  to  a  greater  sum  than  would  the 
coat  of  removal  of  the  public  offices  to  Philadeir 
phia  or  New  York.  To  brave  all  these  iaconve* 
niences  merely  in  consideration  of  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  this  District,  would  be  to  pervert 
the  Constitutional  provision  which  gives  Con- 
gress exclttsire  legislation  over  the  District,  and 
instead  of  that,  would  be  givit^[  to  the  District 
the  control  over  Congress.  Mr.  F.  said  he  viewed 
the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  this  District  with 
the  same  consideration  as  he  did  those  of  all  other 
citizens;  but  they  had,  he  preanmed,  too  much 
good  sense  and  patriotism  to  ask  Congreas,  naerely 
out  of  regard  to  their  personal  views,  to  compro- 
mit  the  national  interests.  They  were  not  to  be 
raiaed,  either,  by  a  permanent  reoMval ;  for  the 
bill  itself  provided  tor  the  retarn  of  Congress  to 
this  place  aliber  the  war.  Congress  would  be 
equally  exposed,  and  require  the  same  ezpendi^ 
tore  for  their  protection,  at  every  session  during 
the  war  as  thef  were  no^.  Qentlemen  had  said 
the  enemy  would  not  come  here  now,  becanae 
they  could  find  no  ofajeet.  Il  had  beeo  supposed 
that  the  caemy  eould  have  no  o^ect  in  coming 
here  before,  but  he  had  come.  Was  it  not  neces- 
aary,  not  only  that  the  members  shoald  feel  them* 
selves  secure  from  personal  danger,  but  also  from 
fear  of  intcrrilption  ?  Should  not  the  creditors  of 
the  Qoverameat  bH  satisfied  of  the  safety  o(  Con- 
gress ?  Aad  when  we  speak  of  them,  said  Mr. 
F.,  let  us  not  pass  them  over  with  a  bare  men- 
tion* On  whom  mast  we  rely  for  the  snppoit  of 
our  finances-^fdrthe  sinews  to  carry  on  the  war? 
Where  are  the  moneyed  meni  Are  they  here? 
He  meant  by  this  no  invidious  distinctioiis.    The 

gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Macoh) 
ad  the  other  day  called  the  nttentioa  of  the 


House  to  the  character  of  the  votes  for  reoaoval, 
which  were  all  from  the  North  and  East— from 
the  moneyed  men  who  wielded  the  capital  of  the 
nation.  Let  gentlemen  reflect  that  these  men 
would  not  advance  their  money  with  the  same 
confidence  to  the  Ghivernmeat  at  this  place  as  if 
it  were  removed.  This  was  the  explaaatioa 
which  he  would  give  of  those  votes,  was  it  aol 
true  that  confidence  in  the  poblie  seeuriiies  had 
been  (br  a  moment  withdrawn  on  the  oconpatioa 
of  the  city  by  the  enemy  ?  If  we  have  not  aovT 
the  means  of  meeting  the  public  creditors,  if  we 
cannot  look  them  In  the  ftce,  if.  by  a  ten»porary 
removiil  from  this  plaee,  we  can  ftml  our  engage- 
ments and  redeem  the  poblio  fhrth,  which  would 
be  violated  by  remaining  here.  Mr.  F.  asked  if 
they  ought  not  to  remove?  As  to  the  urgency 
of  more  important  businesSi  to  prevent  the  con- 
sideration of  this,  Mr.  F.  said  this  complaint  was 
without  reason.  Let  it  be  recollected  that  Con* 
gress  had  met  and  adioumed  at  twelve  o'clock, 
or  a  liule  aAer,  every  day  during  the  present  ses- 
sion ;  but  if  the.  present  question  had  beeo  de« 
ferred  till  other  business  or  memeot  was  prepared 
for  discastioa,  the  araameor  would  have  been  ca^^ 
titled  to  iotte  weight.  At  preaent  no  baiiaeai 
was  more  important  thaa  this;  and,  if  it  were 
not  so,  the  House  would  not  have  sanctioned  its 
diseassion.  Mr.  F.  said  he  was  aot  pleased  at  the 
untMual  course  proposed  to  be  pursued  in  relation 
to  this  bill.  He  had  often  heard  motions  for  the 
rejection  of  bills,  but  never  knew  one  of  them 
successful.  Considering  the  history  and  chamc- 
ter  of  this  bill,  it  was  entitled  to  the  ordinary 
course  of  passing  to  a  second  and  third  reading. 
If,  on  a  fair  vote,  there  should  be  a  majority 
against  it.  let  there  be  an  end  of  the  question, 
not  for  this  moment  only,  but  during  the  war. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  said  he  did  not  riae 
to  diacuss  thia  question,  because  he  i^as  satisfied 
the  House  was  prepared  4P  decide  oa  it.  He 
rose  oirly  to  ask  the  gentleman  to  be  kind  enouah 
to  answer  him  one  question.  The  faith  of  the 
nation  is  to  be  pledged  for  the  itioney  which  must 
be  obtained  for  the  support  of  Government.  Will 
not  the  pledge  to  be  given  in  Washington  be  as 
trainable  as  any  which  eould  be  given  in  Phila* 
delphia  ?  Will  a  removal  increase  the  abilitv  of 
a  nation  to  meet  the  demands  against  it  ?  It  is 
not  so.  The  Qovernment  is  as  competent  to  all 
such  purposes  here  as  it  coald  be  in  any  other 
city.  Mr.  N.  appealed  to  the  side  of  the  House 
on  which  he  sat.  We,  said  he,  are  the  majority; 
it  is  necessary  for  us  to  carry  oa  the  war  with 
vigor.  Tour  army  now  wants  supplies:  the  mo- 
ment when  you  ought  to  vote  them,  a  bill  is  in** 
troduced  calculated  to  set  everything  in  motion 
and  we  know  not  where  and  when  Congress 
will  meet  again  if  it  passes.  If  the  public  inter- 
est thus  suffers,  the  responsibility  is  on  us,  and 
the  people  will  look  to  us  for  accountability  for 
all  the  evils  which  will  result  from  such  conduct. 

Mr.  Stockton,  after  desiring  a  call  of  the 
House,  (which  was  not  in  order,)  moved  an  ad- 
journment, and  called  the  yeas  and  nay«  thereon, 
in  or(kr  to  ascertain  what  members  ware  abseou 
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The  jreas  and  nays  having  been  so  taken,  there 
were  for  adjoomment  40,  against  it  103,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YiAS— Mmwts.  Alexander,  Baylies  of  Massadra- 
setts,  Bigelow,  Bradboiy,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Caldwell, 
Cilley,  Gondict,  Cooper,  Cox,  Dana,  Davenport,  Ely, 
Geddcs,  GrosTsnor,  Hnlbert,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Ishmd,  Kent  of  New  York,  Law,  Levett,  Markell, 
Mofiit,  Mosel^,  Onnsby,  John  Reed,  Sherwood,  Skin- 
ner, Smith  of  New  York,  SUnford,  Stockton,  Stnrgea, 
Taggart,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachnscits,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Wheaton,  WUoox,  and  Winter. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alston,  Archer,  Avery,  Barbour, 
Bard,  Bamett,  Bayjy  of  Viiginia,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Borwell,  Botler,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creiifhton,  Cxoacb,  .Culpener,  Cuthbert, 
Davis  of  Pennr^Wania,  Denoyelles,  VeAtL,  DuTall, 
Eppes,  Etsus,  rarrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth.  Franklin,  Gaston, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goldsborough,  Goodwin,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Hanson.  Harris,  Hasbroack,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hon- 
geiford,  IngersoH,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Msiylsnd,  Kerr,  King 
of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolins,  Lefferts, 
Lewis,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Maeon,  McCoy,  McKee,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley,  Pear- 
aon,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Poet,  Potter.  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Roane,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Seybert, 
Sharp,  Sbipberd,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Stuart, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Teliair,  Thompson,  Troup,  Udree, 
White,  Wilson  of  PennsyWania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Stookton  then  ssid,  as  eight  or  nine  mem- 
bers appeared  to  be  absent,  he  should  move  10 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  till 
to-morrow. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Rhba  required  the  previ- 
ous (|oestion,  which  was  not  sanctioned  by  a 
sufficient  number  to  take  it. 

Mr.  McKbb,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Gastoic,  of 
North  Carolinai  though  both  opposed  to  the  bill, 
favored  the  postponement,  from  motives  of  liber- 
ality, and  also  from  a  dislike  to  what  might  by 
the  absentees  and  otilers  be  deemed  an  unfair 
mode  of  legislation. 

Mr.  Rhba,  of  Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Fobbttb.  of 
Georgia,  opposed  postponement,  on  the  ground 
that  the  bill  had  been  already  sufficiently  «!ebated 
and  ought  by  this  time  to  be  well  understood, 
and  also  on  the  ground  that  there  was  now  more 
than  ao  usual  number  of  members  present,  and 
probably  more  than  there  would  be  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gbobvbiior  disclaimed  any  intention  to 
impute  improper  motives  to  gentlemen  by  the 
expression  that  this  was  a  surprise.  He  merely 
meant  to  say  that  such  would  be  the  effect  of 
BOW  taking  the  question. 

Mr.  Wbioht,  of  Maryland,  for  the  same  rea- 
sons assigned  by  other  gentlemen,  was  in  favor 
of  postponement.  He  had  no  doubt  the  final  de- 
cision would  be  in  fkwor  of  remaining  here.  He 
hoped  the  final  question  would  be  taken  to-mor* 
row.  He  was  not  willing  any  longer  to  suspend 
the  people  of  the  city  by  the  eyelids.  Even  the 
savages  destroy  their  victim  the  same  day  they 
begin  to  inflict  the  deathiy  tortures  00  him.    He 


hoped  the  decision  would  then  put  etemaUy  to 
rest  the  question  of  removal,  and  that  this  city, 
established  by  Wabbin gton,  will  never  be  broken 
up  on  the  pretence  that  moneyed  men  would  not 
lend  their  money  here.  Mr.  W.  said,  if  there 
were  men  who  would  act  in  this  local  manner, 
be  did  not  desire  their  aid.  The  violation  of 
public  faith  in  even  a  temporary  removal,  under 
present  circumstances,  would  injure  the  public 
credit  infinitely  more  than  a  removal  to  any 
Northern  city  would  strengthen  it.  Every  man 
most  see  the  situation  of  the  coootry;  every  part 
of  the  Atlantic  borders  alike  ezpo»ed  to  attack. 
Bat  we  should  never  have  bad  a  country  to  de- 
fend, if  our  ancestors  tiad  been  appalled  by  daa- 
ger — and  danger  so  much  greater  than  now,  that 
living  here  was  consider^  next  to  death,  and 
was  inflicted  by  the  British  Government  as  a 
punishment  in  commutation  of  that  of  death. 
He  saw  no  inconvenieaoe  to  Congress  from  sit- 
ting here.  He  liked  the  room  in  which  the  House 
sat  better  than  the  old  hail,  for  every  member 
might  now  be  heard  without  extending  his  voice 
to  that  of  a  Sientor.  Having  been  indispooed 
when  this  subject  originally  came  bdere  the 
House,  he  had  thought  it  his  dntyr  to  make  these 
remarks.  Gentlemen  had  said,  if  the  Govern* 
ment  went  from  thia  place  there  would  be  no 
inducement  to  the  enemy  to  come  here.  The 
enemy  had  already  gone  from  the  Chesapeake, 
burnt  their  barrack  on  Tangiers  island,  indicating 
no  intention  to  return  at  present.  Although  the 
enemy  had  been  successful  at  this  place,  be  had 
met  the  rubbers  above,  and  he  hoped  he  would 
again  wherever  he  attempted  to  land ;  and  would 
be  universally  beaten,  if  all  Americans  would 
now,  as  they  ought,  unite  against  the  evil  doeis, 
and  if  every  man  in  the  country  whose  aid  was 
worth  having  would,  as  he  believed  they  would, 
aid  in  the  prosecation  of  the  war.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  to-morrow  relieve  Che  citizens  from 
the  groundless  fears  of  renaovaL  He  knew,  ha 
said,  that  ihis  place  was  as  secure  as  Pbiladel* 
phia,  and  more  so,  and  less  assailable  b^  the 
enemy.  The  enemy  might  ooeupy  any  potnt  to 
which  they  would  bend  their  whole  roree,  and 
Philadelphia  as  easily  as  any  other.  They  had 
much  less  inducement  to  coaae  here  than  to  go 
there.  And  why,  said  Mr.  W.,  act  the  part 
contemplated  by  the  bill?  We  have  reprobated 
France  and  Great  Britain  for  retaliating  on  us 
the  injuries  they  received  from  each  other — and 
shall  we  now  imitate  them,  and  retaliate  on  the 
people  interested  in  the  permanence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment here,  for  the  injoriea  we  and  they  have 
sustained  from  the  enemy  1  It  is  a  poor  reason, 
because  the  enemy  has  destroyed  the  public  pro^ 
perty,  that  we  should  desuoy  the  private.  If  the 
Government  once  removed  hence,  he  was  confi- 
dent the  same  influence  would  prevent  its  reiura. 
Mr.  Rhba  said  he  was  anxious  to  see  this  q no- 
tion at  rest,  and  would,  therefore,  make  a  motion 
to  supersede  that  now  before  the  House,  and  gire 
gentlemen  as  much  procrastioaiion  as  the  most 
anxious  for  that  course  could  desire.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  postpone  indefinitely  (tantamount 
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to  a  motioD  to  reject)  the  bill.    He  bad  no  other 
object  in  riew  than  to  get  rid  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Stanford,  of  North  Carolina,  then  made 
a  motion  (superseding  all  the  others)  that  the 
bill  and  all  the  motions  should  lie  on  the  table ; 
vhich  motion  was  agreed  to,  yeas  94. 

Friday,  October  14. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  Massachu- 
setts, James  Parker;  and  from  Virginia,  James 
Johnson,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  presented,  for  the  third 
time,  the  memorial  of  Joseph  Forrest,  praying 
compensation  for  the  detention,  &C.,  by  the  Span- 
ish Government,  of  a  Teasel  chartered  by  him  to 
the  GoTernment  to  convey  flour  to  the  people  of 
Caraccas. — Referred. 

Before  any  further  business  was  done,  a  Mes- 
sage was  received  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  transmitting  a  number  of  documents; 
on  opening  which,  the  Speaker  ordered  stran- 
gers to  be  excluded  the  House.  The  doors  re- 
mained closed  until  half  past  two  o'clocL  When 
they  were  again  opened,  it  appeared  that  the 
Mcsnage  embraced  the  instructions  to  our  Minis* 
ters  now  in  Europe,  which  the  President  an* 
noaoced  his  intention  to  commanieate  to  Con- 
gnm.  They  were^  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
passages  deemed  improper  for  publication,  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  resolutions  expressire  of  the  sense  of  Con- 
fess in  relation  to  the  achievements  of  our  mil- 
itary heroes  in  the  Northern  campaign  of  the 
present  year,  were  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
unanimously. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  said  he  had  given  no- 
tice that  he  would  call  up  the  tax  report  to  day. 
The  Committee,  however,  now  expected  a  report 
from  the  Treasury,  intimately  connected  with  the 
subject,  and  had  tnerefore  instructed  him  to  move 
to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject to  Monday  next ;  and  it  was  ordered  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  Lrwis,  of  Virginia,  having  called  up  the 
bill  for  a  temporary  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment—* 

Mr.  Grobvbnor,  of  New  York,  assigned  the 
lateness  of  the  hour  as  a  reason  for  movins  an 
adjournment;  which  motion  was  adopted  oy  a 
Tote  of  76  to  69 ;  and,  by  adjournment,  the  sub- 
ject was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  October  15. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, Daniel  Werstbr  ;  and  from  Connecticut, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  Tennessee,  New- 
ton Cannon,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  resignation  of  Felix  Qruudy,  ap- 
peared, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
■  from  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting, in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  lOth 
instant,  statements  of  the  returns  of  the  direct 


tax  and  internal  duties  established  by  the  several 
acts  passed  at  the  first  session  of  thepresent  Con- 
gress; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Wavs  and  Means. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Naval 
Committee^  reported,  without  amendment,  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate,  expressive  of  the  sense 
of  Congress  relative  to  the  victory  of  the  Pea- 
cock over  the  Epervier;  and  it  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
capture  of  this  city  by  the  enemy,  after  detailing 
their  proceedings  and  their  determination  to  bring 
it  to  as  speedy  a  result  as  possible,  moved  for 
leave  to  sit  on  Tuesday  next  during  the  sitting  of 
the  House.— Granted. 

Mr.  BuRWELL,  of  Virginia,  laid  upon  the  table 
a  resolution  instructing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
lay  l>efore  the  House  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the 
Arm^,  the  places  where  they  are  stationed,  distin- 
guishing those  engaged  in  recruiting,  the  number 
of  men  enlisted  by  these  officers  since  the  increase 
of  bounty,  and  also  what  sums  have  been  paid  for 
that  purpose.  This  resolution  he  did  not  call  up 
for  consideration  to-day. 

RETALIATING  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  Grobvenor,  of  New  York,  said  it  would 
be  recollected  the  President,  in  his  Messase  to 
Congress,  at  the  last  session,  informed  the  House 
that  the  commanding  General  of  the  Canadas 
had  selected  a  number  of  American  prisoners  of 
war,  aud  sent  them  over  to  fiogland  in  close  con- 
finement ;  and  that,  on  that  act.  a  system  of  retal- 
iation had  been  commenced.  It  would  be  recol- 
lected also  that,  towards  the  close  of  the  session, 
in  consequence  of  a  resolution  passed  bj  the  Sen- 
ate^ a  statement  was  given  of  the  situation  of  the 
prisoners  sent  to  England,  and  of  those  who,  as 
hostagen^  had  been  confined  on  either  side.  Manj 
publications  since  made  in  the  public  prints  tena- 
ed  to  show  that  the  difficulty  on  this  head  had 
been  settled — how,  was  not  known.  He  deemed 
it  all  important  that  the  public  should  know  on 
what  principles  it  had  be«tt  settled.  With  that 
view,  he  offered  the  following  resolution : 

lUiohed,  That  the  Praaident  of  the  United  Ststss 
be  rsqnealsd  to  lay  beiws  this  Honaa,  11^  in  his  optniottv 
it  will  not  be  inconatatent  with  the  pnblie  welfive,  all 
■oommnnicationa  to  or  from  the  Government  of  £n|^ 
land,  or  her  officers  or  agenta,  not  heretofore  oommn- 
nicaiedy  lelativa  to  the  oommeneement  and  prograaa  of 
any  acts  or  system  of  retaliation  ibonded  upon,  or  pnH 
daoed  by,  the  conduct  of  the  British  commander  m 
Canada,  **  in  aelecting  and  aeading  to  Great  Britaiut 
far  trial  aa  criminals,  a  number  of  individuals"  laken 
priaoners  of  war  from  the  American  Army ;  also,  any 
evidence  he  may  have  in  his  poaseaston  relative  to  the 
preaent  eonditiona  of  auch  individuals. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  debate  or 
opposition,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  present 
the  same  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  SEAT  OF  GOV^RNMBNT^ 
Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  called  op  fo^  consider- 
ation the  bill  for  the  tempoimry  remo^i^  of  the 
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Sett  of  Goveromemt  from  the  Ciij  of  Wash- 
iiuton. 

The  question  for  rejection  of  the  biU  came  first 
in  order,  and  was  stated  from  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Farbow,  of  Bonch  Carolina,  rose,  and 
stated  the  reasons  whf,  though  he  should  even* 
tuaUy  vote  against  the  bill,  he  should  now  vote 
against  the  rejection  of  it. 

Mr.  Rbea,  of  Tennessee,  replied  to  some  of 
those  reasons. 

The  question  on  the  rejection  of  the  bill  was 
then  put  and  negatived,  by  the  following  rote: 
For  the  rejection  76,  against  it,  79,  as  follows : 

YsAs— Messrs.  Archer,  A^eiy,  B«rboar,  Bard,  Bar- 
Belt,  Bayly  of  Viiginiat  Bowen,  Bnrwell,  Cannon, 
Ghappell,  Clopton,  Comatock,  Crawford,  Cnlpeper, 
Cutnbert,  Dana,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Fisk  of  Yannoiit, 
Forney,  Fora^,  Franklin,  Gaatoo,  Gholaon,  Glasgow, 
Goldsboroufl^,  (ioodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hanson,  Har- 
ris, Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kantacky,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  Msryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Car- 
olina, Leflerts,  Lewis,  Lowndes,  Macon,  McCoy, 
McKee,  McKim,  Montgomery,  Moore«  Nelson,  New- 
ten,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Plef^ants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Binggold,  Roane,  Robertson,  8age,  Se^er,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Strong,  Stuart,  Telftir,  Tioup^  White,  WU- 
eon  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Vancey* 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Baylies  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brig- 
ham,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Ciney,  Clark,  Condict, 
Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighlon,  Crouch,  Davenport, 
Bavts  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelies,  Desha,  Dnvall,  Ely, 
Fanow,  FIndley ,  Fisk  of  New  YoHl,  Geddes,  Oourdia, 
Grosvenor,  Hasbrouck,  Hulbert,  IngersoU,  Irwin,  Jack- 
sen  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Mas- 
pacbnaelts.  Law,  Lovetl,  Lyia,  MariieU.  Miller,  Moffit, 
Mosel^,  Oakley,  Onnsby,  Parker,  Pickering,  Piper, 
Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  R«a  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rich,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sherwood, 
Shipheid,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Sunfoid, 
Stockton,  Sturgcs,Taggart,  Tannehill,  Ti^rlor,  Thomp- 
son, Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wsrd  of 
New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the 
House  immediately  resolved  itself  into  a  Com^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill,  it  having 
been  made  the  order  of  Che  day  for  to-day,  in 
preference  to  Monday,  by  a  majority  of  86  to  65 
▼otes. 

Mr.  Fi8K;0f  New  York,  moved  (o  fill  the  blank 
for  the  place  of  removal  with  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  nil  it  with 
Georgetown. 

Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Kentucky, 

Soke  against  the  insertion  of  Philadelphia,  and 
r.  PicKfiAiNG  in  favor  of  it. 
The  motion  to  insert  Philadelphia  was  aareed 
to  by  a  large  majority;  and  the  other  blauKs  in 
the  bill  were  filled  up. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  insert 
the  following  section  as  an  amendment  to  the 
biU: 

**And  be  iijurikir  maeUd^  That  the  aauoal  sum 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dallan  be^  and  is  hanbj»  ap 


propriated,  ibr  the  term  of  five  jfears,  to  be  applMd, 
unaer  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  tfnited 
States,  for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings  within  the 
city  of  Washington,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Prsddent  of  the  United  States,  the  two  Houses  ef 
Congress,  and  the  several  Depaitmenti  of  ihe  Govern- 
ment, and  that  the  same  shall  be  paid  annosJIy  ts  Ihe 
order  or  orders  of  the  Prasideat  of  the  United  Sutes." 


After  mocb  interesting  debate  this  motion 
agreed  to,  ayes  9$. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with 
the  amendments,  whicn  were  also  concurred  ia 
by  the  House. 

And  the  question  was  then  put,  *'  Shall  the  bill 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time?"  and  de- 
cided as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Baylies  of  Maa> 
sachusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbuiy,  madley.  Brig* 
ham.  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Champion*  CiUey, 
Clark,  Condkt,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  CreighUm, 
Crouch,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Deoo- 
yelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Ely,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Ged- 
des, Oonrdin,  Grosvenor,  Hasbrouck,  Hulbot,  Iiiger> 
soil,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  IdsAd,  Kent  of  New 
Yoik,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovctt,  Markeli, 


Miller,  Moflit,  Moeeley,  Oakley,  Ormsly,  I 
Piper,  PItkm,  Poet,  Potter,  John  Heed,  Roa 
sylvania,  Bieh,  Ruggles,  Sehuronaii,  Seybet^  Shsrp^ 
Sherwood,  Shipheid,'  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Teik, 
Stockton,  Stnrges,  Taggnit,  Taykr,  Thoaspsan,  Udss^ 

■dofNew 


Vose,  Ward  of  Msesachueelte,  W«d 
Webster,  Wheaton,  WUoox,  and  Winter— 74. 

Nits — Messrs.  Archer,  Avery*  Barimur,  Bud,  Bsiw 
nett,  Bayly  of  ViigiBia,  Bowen,  BurweU,  Cannsut 
Chappell»  Clopton,  Coosstock,  Cxawtbni,  Culp^oc^ 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evaaa,  Panow,  Find- 
ley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Foniey,  Forsyth,  FranUin,  Gss- 
ton,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goldsborough,  Goodwjn,  GriA 
fin,  Hall,  Hanson.  Hsrris,  Hawes,  Hswkins,  aopkins 
of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ir- 
ving, Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Marriaad,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefets^  Lewis, 
Lovmdes,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKe^  McKim, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Par- 
ker, Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Ringp>ld,  Roane,  Robertson,  Ssge,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Stoait,  TanMhlU,  Telfrir, 
Troup,  White,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 


[Ab$mt  on  ikU  osle.— Mr.  Anderson,  from  indispo> 
sition ;  Messrs.  Caperton,  Ingham,  Murfree,  on  leove; 
Messrs.  BreAenridge,  Calhoun,  Davii  of  Massachu- 
setts, Hale,  Hopkins  of  New  York,  Howell,  Kiiboam, 
Reed,  Ridgely,  Shefiey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Tall- 
madge,  Williams^  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Wood, 
who  have  not  attended  at  the  prsesnt  seasion.] 

So  the  HoQse  determined  that  the  bill  should 
not  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  in  other 
words,  that  it  should  be  rejeoted. 


MoNnAT,  October  17. 

Two  other  mombors,  to  wit:  from  Maasachu- 
setts,  John  Wilaom,  and  from  PeooaylTania, 
Isaac  Smitb,  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Wricmt,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomaa  Broff,  iarentor  of  the  method  of 
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mumfkctoriog  bulleU  and  aJbot  hj  compreuioa, 
stating  the  destruction  of  certain  of  bis  machinery 
proposed  to  have  been  connected  with  the  steam- 
engine  belonging  to  the  late  navy  yard  in  this 
city,  and  praying  that  Congress  will  take  his 
ease  into  conlideration.— Rmrred  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Yanobt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Captain  Alex- 
ander Seyier,  praying  remuneration  for  certain 
losses  sustained  in  the  public  service,  admitting 
the  equity  of  his  claim,  but  recommendiiig  a  re- 
jection ot  it  on  genaral  legal  principles. — Ijaidon 
tiie^able. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

Thai  the  petitioner  is  a  Ltentensiit  of  Marines  in  the 
■ervioe  of  the  United  Stales.  On  the  16th  October, 
1812,  be  wss  ordered  to  go  fmta  Washington  Oit^  to 
the  encampment  near  St.  Augustine,  in  East  Flonda ; 
and  on  his  way  to  that  place,  near  Ocooq;oan,his  trunk 
was  cut  off  the  carriage  in  which  he  was,  and  vebbed, 
as  he  states,  of  $200  in  bank  notes,  and  a  eheck  drawn 
in  &vor  of  the  petitioner  on  Hm  Bank  of  Petersborg 
for  $200,  and  all  his  militaiy  clothes.  It  is  staled  in 
the  petition  that  nearly  one*nalf  of  die  money  belonged 
to  the  United  Stales,  having  been  advanced  to  faim  finr 
puUic  sMvice.  The  petiliooer  asks  to  be  lemunerated 
lor  the  money  loal,  and  compeasaled  ft>r  the  appaiei. 

Tbe  petitten  was  before  the  Committee  of  Claims  at 
the  lest  session  of  Cengross ;  the  oooimiltee  were  tlien 
of  opinion  that  the  pelilioper  was  not  entitled  to  wiief ; 
the  present  Committee  of  Claims  aooord  with  that 
opinion.  In  this  caas  there  is  no  eatiafaotoiy  endsnoe 
<tf  the  loas  of  the  property;  in  ail  cases  the  kind  of  evi- 
dence of  that  feel  should  be  dear,  positive,  and  nnin- 
levesied.  The  ooouaittee,  however,  are  of  opinion  that, 
taking  the  claias  in  its  gieatest  latitiide  as  relaied  in 
the  petition,  sound  poli^  lequiiee  that  it  should  be  re- 
jected. When  a  pid>Uc  agent  or  officer  reeetves  money 
of  the  Govamment,  he  should  keep  it  sale.  There  are 
but  lew  ceaes  in  which  he  should  be  ezenetated  of  ]us 
acoountabiiiiy ;  it  is  not  believed  this  is  a  ease  of  that 
deecriptioB.  They  IhexefeM  reeenmiend  to  the  House 
the  foUowing  resolution : 

Rewhed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  JagksqNi  pf  Yirgmia,  made  a  motion  to 
print  two  thousand  additional  copies  of  the  in- 
structioos  to  our  Ministers  to  treat  of  peace  in 
Europe. 

Mr,  GaoavfijiDa,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  said  motion  so  as  to  print  thase  iastruetiona 
entire,  as  reoeived  from  the  President,  (that  is, 
including  the  few  passages  not  deemed  proper  for 
publication.) 

The  SpBaKBR  feeling  a  difficulty  in  receiving 
this  motion  under  present  circumstances — 

Mr.  Grobvenor  required  the  galleries  to  be 
cleared,  and  strangers  were  excluded  accordingly. 

The  doors  remained  closed  for  two  hours ;  when 
they  were  asain  opened,  it  appeared  that  the  mo< 
tion  of  Mr.  Grosvemob  was  rejected,  and  that  of 
Mr.  JikCKSON  was  agreed  to. 

MR.  JEFP£RSON'8  LIBRARV. 

The  Hoyse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  Mr.  Iifiwia  in  the  Chair,  on  the  ite^o- 


lutipa  from  the  Sanale  aAilioriziag  the  Libeary 
Committee  to  contract  for  the  parehase  of  Mr. 
Jefferson's  library. 

Mr.  Oaklby,  of  New  York,  moved  so  to  amottd" 
the  resolution  as  to  leave  it  open  to  the  Library 
Committee  to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  a  h-* 
brary  for  the  use  of  Congress. 

On  this  motion  considerable  desultory  debate 
took  place ;  the  purchase  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  library 
being  opposed  by  Messrs.  Oaklet,  John  Rbeo,  ana 
Grobvenor,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  WbiobTi 
Setbert.  Robertson,  Hawkins,  and  Forbytb* 

The  objections  to  the  purchase  were  generally. 
Its  extent^  the  cost  of  the  purchase,  the  nature  of 
the  selection,  embracinff  too  many  works  in  for'* 
eign  langusges,  some  of  too  philosophical  a  chat'' 
acter,  and  some  otherwise  objectionable.  Of  the 
first  description,  exception  was  taken  to  Voltaire'a 
works,  du:.,  and  of  the  other  to  Callender's  Pros- 
pect Before  Us. 

On  the  other  hand,  those  who  adrocated  the 
purchase  proposed  to  be  made,  contended  that  so 
raloable  a  library,  one  so  admirably  calculated 
for  the  substratum  of  a  great  national  library,  was 
not  to  be  obtained  in  the  United  States  ;  and  that, 
although  there  might  be  some  works  to  which 
gentlemen  raip[ht  take  exception,  there  were  others 
of  very  opposite  character;  that  this,  besides,  was 
no  reason  against  the  purchase,  because  in  erery 
library  of  value  might  be  found  some  books  to 
which  exceptions  would  be  taken,  acoordiafr  to 
the  feelings  or  prejiidices  of  those  who  examined 
them. 

Mr.  Oaklby'b  motion  was  negatived  by  tha 
following  vote — For  the  amendment  53,  against 
it  87. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  rss* 
olution  to  the  House,  who  took  it  up. 

Mr.  KtNO,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amen^ 
the  resolution  by  limiting  the  power  of  the  oona* 
mittee  to  the  purchase  of  such  parts  of  ihe  library 
as  they  should  deem  suitable  to  the  purpose. 

[Mr.  Jeffersoni  in  his  latter  on  the  sul^eet  to 
Mr.  Smitb,  declines  disposing  of  a  part  without 
the  whole  of  his  library.] 

After  some  discussion,  the  qoestioa  on  this  pea* 
posed  amendment  was  decided  bf  yeas  and  naysi 
by  the  following  vote — For  the  amendment  47^ 
against  it  91.  as  follows: 

ITxAs — ^Messrs.  Baylies  of  Maasaehnsetts,  Bigelow» 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brighamf  Champion,  Cilley,  Comr» 
Goxy  Culpeper,  Davenport,  £ly,  Farrow,  Oeddee» 
Goldflborough,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Markell,  Miller,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Piok- 
ering,  Pitkin^  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Raggles,  Schure* 
man,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stock* 
ton,  Sturges,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts;  and 
Winter. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Avery^ 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Butler,  Can- 
non, ChappeU,  Clark,  Olopton,  Condtet,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbjrt,  Dana,  Denoyellee, 
Desha,  DuvaU,  Earle,  Pindtoy,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk 
of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  ftaiUiVin,  Oastwir 
Gholacn,  Glaafow,  Goodwyn,  Gonrdm,  Qjjffin,  Hall^ 
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fiarrii,  Haabroiiek,  HAwai,  Hftwkins,  Hopkins  of  Kon- 
.tocky,  Hubbtrd,  HiiiDnlireyii«  HoDgerlbid,  Holbert, 
Inring,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginim  Johnson  of  Yiiginis, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York, 
£ent  of  MaiyUnd,  Kerr,  Kershew,  King  of  North 
Cerolins,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Ly]e,  McCoy,  McKim* 
McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  PennsylTania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
iMy,  Wilson  of  PennsyWania,  Wright,  and  Tancey. 

Mr.  John  Rbeo.  of  Massachusetts,  then  mored 
•to  amend  the  bill  by  limitiog  the  price  to  be 
jriven  for  the  whole  of  the  library  to  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Stanford,  of  North  Carolina,  mored  to 
ipostpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
40  the  first  Monday  in  December  next. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  N«w  York,  moved  to  lay  the 
TeaolutioD,  and  the  last  motion  together  with  it, 
on  the  table. — Negatived. 

Mr.  Stanfobd^  motion  was  then  also  nega- 
tived. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  demanded  on 
Mr.  Read's  motion,  before  mentioned,  after  fur- 
ther discussion,  the  House  adjourned  without  de- 
ciding the  same. 

TuBSOAT,  October  18. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Massachusetts, 
William  Rbkd,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 

Mr.  McKiM  presented  a  petition  of  Daniel  Ren- 
tier and  Nathaniel  H.  Heath,  rope  makers  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  praying  compensation  for 
their  wrought  and  un wrought  materials,  which 
were  consumed  by  fire,  by  order  of  the  enemy,  on 
the  25th  of  August  last,  and  which  thev  were 
prevented  fVom  previously  removing  to  a  place  of 
safety  by  the  impressment  of  their  vehicles  of 
transportation  into  the  public  service. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virffinia,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  Alexandria, 
stating  their  indignant  surprise  at  the  slanders  in 
circulation  respecting  that  city,  and  praving  a 
full  and  fair  examination  by  Congress  oi  their 
conduct  during  the  late  vi&it  of  the  enemy  to  that 
town.    The  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the 
eommittee  of  investigation  appointed  on  the  sub- 
ject; which  motion,  after  some  desultory  conver* 
sation,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Stanfobd,  from  the  Committee  of  Revi* 
sal  and  Unfinished  Business,  made  a  report,  in 
part :  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  directing  the  staff  officers 
of  the  Army  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of 
naval  and  marine  officers,  in  certain  cases  >  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Plbasants  abo  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  officers,  petty  officers,  and  seamen, 
under  the  command  of  Joshua  Barney ;  which 


was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

JUDICIARY  OF  INDIANA  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  of  the  Legis* 
latnre  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  graying  that  a 
law  may  be  passed  requiring  the  presence  of  two 
judges  to  hold  courts;  and  that  the  duties  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  Slates  for  said  Territory  may 
be  more  clearly  defined. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Senate  and  Honse  of  Representstives  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  the  memorisl 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory  hnmUy 
showeth : 

That,  by  a  law  of  Congress,  one  of  the  judges*  ap* 
pointed  by  virtue  of  the  ordinanoe  tor  the  Bovemmeat 
of  tUs  Territonr»is  antboriaed  to  hold  a  ootttt.  Thus, 
one  of  the  jodlges  being  competent  to  hold  a  eouit, 
mav  decide  a  prindplc^  or  a  point  of  law,  st  one  teriBy 
and,  at  the  next  term,  if  the  other  two  jadges  are  pres- 
ent, they  may  decide  the  same  principle  or  point  <^ 
law  difittrent  Thus  the  decisions  of  the  superior  oouitt 
organked,  we  presume,  1^  the  General  Govemmen^ 
finally  to  settle  in  nnilbrmtty  the  principles  of  law  and 
fuX,  which  may  be  brought  before  them  by  the  snifor, 
may  be,  and  firaqnenlly  aie»  in  a  state  of  fladaation ; 
hence  the  rights  of  penoas  and  piopeity  heeoaM  inae* 
ears.  Then  is  another  evil,  growing  out  of  the  system, 
of  one  judge  being  competent  to  hold  the  amonor  oout, 
or  that  court  which  forma  the  last  reoort  of  tbo  aoitor 
in  any  Qovemment,  and  paxticalaiiy  in  the  Toffritoiy ; 
for  appeals  are  taken  ftom  all  the  oouits  of  inferior 
jurisdiBtion  in  the  Territoi^,  to  the  court  Mgaaiied  by 
the  ordinance,  which  iafonor  courts  om  never  eonaii- 
tuted  of  leas  than  two  jndgee.  Thua  the  aoitor  in  the 
Tenitoiy  is  fireqnently  driven  to  the  neceasi^  of  ap» 
pealing  firom  the  judgment  of  two  men  to  that  of  one ; 
but  this  dilemma  only  oonstitntes  part  of  the  anliicism 
for  the  next  superior  court,  as  the  other  two  jadges 
may  overtum  the  principles  of  the  dedaaon  of  Uwir 
bniiher  judge  at  the  preceding  term.  Hones  the  want 
of  uniformity  in  the  decisions  of  the  court  of  the  laat 
raaort  Anger  and  warmth  in  the  Boiten,and  a  eoa* 
fiision  in  our  system  of  juriaprudenoe,  is  tiis  reault. 

Tour  memorialists  beg  leave  Ihrther  to  suggest  the 
propriety  and  necessi^  of  defining,  with  more  precis- 
ion, the  duties  of  the  judges  appointed  by  virtue  of  the 
ordinance  for  the  gOTomment  of  the  Territory.  The 
ordinanoe  says  there  shall  be  a  court  to  oonsirt  of  three 
judges,  who  shall  have  a  common  law  jnrisdietiott. 
The  same  instrument  pointe  out  the  way  a  Legislature 
may  be  organiaed ;  but  in  no  part  does  the  otdinaaee 
expressly  delegate  to  the  Legialature  the  power  of  rag* 
nlating  when  and  where  the  supeiior  courts'  are  to  be 
held,  or  the  manner  how  they  are  to  do  business.    This 

C>wer,  by  a  kind  of  common  consent  of  the  judgea,  the 
egislature  have  assumed  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  as  the  ordinance  creating  the  oouits  Jeaves  it 
afloat,  without  identifying  either  the  time  when,  the 
place  whers^  or  the  manner  how,  this  ooort  is  to  exer* 
cise  their  jurisdiction.  Again,  it  would  be  desirable 
that  Congress  would  define  the  jurisdiction  of  the  su- 
perior court.  We  presume  that  it  is  a  sound  rule  for 
the  construction  of  a  constitution  or  a  law,  that  it  must 
be  construed  from  the  face  of  it,  and  not  travel  to  the 
history  of  other  times  and  other  Governments  in  eearch 
of  the  meaning  of  our  ordinance,  or  any  act  of  Con- 
gress.   We  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  point- 
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log  oxLif  by  IftW,  what  oommoa  Iftw  the  ordinanoe  nfbra 
to»  whether  the  common  law  of  England,  or  Fraoee,  or 
of  the  Teriitoij  over  which  the  ordinance  b  the  eon- 
■titntion.  If  it  should  be  determined  that,  by  the  ex- 
praenon  of  the  ordinance,  a  common  law  juriadiction 
thooJd  be  located  on  the  common  law  of  England,  it  la 
essential  to  define  to  what  extent  of  that  common  law 
the  Jttdgea  shall  take  cognixance ;  whether  the  whole 
extent  of  iendal  and  gothic  customs  of  England; 
whether  the  cnstoms,  or  unwritten  law  shall  be  taken 
with  the  statute  law,  and  that  to  form  the  common  law 
to  govern  the  judges ;  or  whether  the  unwritten  and 
statute  law  is  to  be  taken  in  contradistinction  to  the 
laws,  customs,  and  rules  of  chancery ;  or  whether  it 
includes  that  law  which  is  common  to  all.  By  Con- 
gress defining  the  powers  of  the  court,  and  not  fearing 
them  at  sea  without  compass  or  chart  to  exercise  their 
power  of  judidal  legislatioB,  as  circumstances  may 
arise,  or  passion  or  interest  dictate,  by  defining  the 
powers  of  the  Legtshtture  and  jurisdiction  of  the  court, 
that  collision  and  jarring  which  might  arise  between 
those  two  bodies  would  be  harmonixed. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore,  pray  that  you  would 
repeal  the  law  first  herein  alluded  to,  and  make  two  of 
the  judges  hold  the  court,  and  define  more  specifically 
the  daties  of  that  court. 

WILLIAM  HENDRICKS, 
Speaker  of  ike  Houee  of  JUpreaentaHvee. 
JEME  L.  HOLMAN, 

Pmideni  efike  CoundL 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

TREASURY  REPORT. 

Mr.  BppbS)  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  laid  before  the  House  the  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  chairmaB  of  that  committee  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  upon  the  subject  of  main- 
tain inff  unimpaired  the  public  credit,  together 
with  the  answer  of  the  Becretarv  of  the  Treasury 
thereto;  which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  on  that  part  of  the  Presideat't  Message 
which  relates  to  our  finances. 

The  Letter  and  Report  are  as  follows : 

Sib  :  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  had 
under  their  consideration  the  support  of  public  credit 
by  a  system  of  taxation  more  extended  than  the  one 
heretofore  adopted.  They  have  determined  to  suspend 
prooeeding'on  their  report  at  present  before  the  House 
of  Representatives,  with  a  view  to  affiird  you  an  oppor- 
tanity  of  suggesting  another,  or  suoh  additional  pro- 
Timons  as  may  be  neteseary  to  revive  and  maintain 
unimpaired  the  public  credit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dice. 

JOHN  W.  EPPES. 

Hon.  Mr.  Dal&as, 

Seertimy  of  ike  TVeasiiry. 

TmsASUBT  Dif  AmTxxvT,  Oct.  17, 1814. 
Sim :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  dated  the  14th  instant,  and,  aware  of  the 
necessity  for  an  early  interposition  olf  Congress  on  the 
subject  to  which  it  relates,  I  proceed,  at  Uie  moment 
of  entering  upon  the  duties  of  office,  to  ofier  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
an  answer  on  the  several  points  of  inquiry. 


Contemplating  the  preeent  state  of  the  finances,  it  is 
obvious  that  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  and  a  depre- 
ciation in  the  public  credit,  exist  from  causes  which 
cannot  in  any  degree  be  ascribed,  either  to  the  want 
of  resources,  or  to  the  want  of  integrity  in  the  nation. 
Diflinent  minds  will  conceive  difierent  opinbns  in  re- 
lation to  some  of  those  causes ;  but  it  will  be  sgreed 
on  all  sides,  that  the  moot  operative  have  been  the  in- 
adequacy of  our  system  of  taxation  to  form  a  founda- 
dation  for  public  credit ;  and  the  absence  even  from 
that  system  of  the  means  which  are  best  adapted  to 
anticipate,  collect,  and  distribute  the  pubUe  revenue. 

The  wealth  of  the  nation,  in  the  value  and  products 
of  its  soil,  in  all  the  acquisitions  of  personal  property, 
in  all  the  varieties  of  industry , remains  almost  untouched 
by  the  hand  of  Government ;  for  the  national  foith,  and 
not  the  national  wealth,  has  hitherto  been  the  principal 
instrument  of  finance.  It  was  reasonable,  however,  to 
expect,  that  a  period  must  occur  in  the  course  of  a 
protracted  war,  when  eonfidehce  in  the  accumulating 
public  engagemento  cuold  only  be  secured  by  an  active 
demonstration,  both  of  the  capacity  and  the  disposition 
to  perform  them.  In  the  nresent  state  of  the  Treasuiy, 
therefore,  it  is  a  just  consolation  to  reflect  that  a  prompt 
and  resoluts  application  of  the  resources  of  the  countiy 
will  effoctually  relieve  from  every  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ment and  vindicate  the  fiscal  honor  of  the  Government 

But  it  would  be  vain  to  attempt  to  disguise,  and  it 
would  be  pernicious  to  palliate  the  diffieuities  which 
are  now  to  be  overcome.  The  exigencies  of  the  Gov- 
ernment require  a  supply  of  treasure  for  the  prosecu« 
tion  of  the  war,  beyond  any  amount  which  it  would 
be  politic,  even  if  it  were  practicable,  to  raise  by  on 
immediate  and  constant  imposition  of  taxes.  Inhere 
must,  therefore,  be  a  resort  to  credit,  for  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  supply.  But  the  public  credit  is  at  this 
juncture  so  depressed,  that  no  hope  of  adequate  sue* 
cor,  on  moderate  terms,  can  safoly  rest  upon  it.  Hence, 
it  becomes  the  object  first  and  last  in  every  practical 
scheme  of  finance,  to  re-animate  the  confidence  of  the 
citizens ;  and  to  impress  on  the  mind  of  every  man^ 
who,  for  the  public  account,  renders  services,  fiirnishes 
supjplies,  or  advances  money,  a  conviction  of  the  puno- 
tuahty  as  well  as  of  the  security  of  the  Government  It 
ii  not  to  be  regarded,  indeed,  as  the  case  of  preserving 
a  credit  which  has  never  been  impaired,  but  rather 
as  the  case  of  reecuing  ficom  reproach  a  credit  over 
which  doubt  and  apprehension  (not  the  leas  injurious 
perhaps  because  they  are  visionary)  have  cast  an  in* 
auspicious  shade.  In  the  ibnner  case,  the  ordinary 
means  of  raising  and  appropriating  the  revenue,  will 
always  be  sufficient;  but  in  the  latter  case,  no  exertion 
can  be  competent  to  attain  the  objeet,  which  does  not 
quiet,  in  every  mind,  every  fear  of  future  loss  or  disap- 
pointment in  consequence  of  trusting  to  the  pledgee  of 
the  public  foith. 

The  condition  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  coun- 
try presents  another  copious  source  of  mischief  and 
embarrassment  The  recent  exportations  of  specie 
have  considerably  diminiahed  the  fund  of  gold  and  sU- 
ver  cmn ;  and  another  considerable  portion  of  that  fund 
has  been  drawn  by  the  timid  and  the  waiy,  fimn  the 
use  of  the  community,  into  the  private  cofiera  of  indi- 
viduals. On  the  other  hand,  the  multiplication  of 
banks  in  the  eeveral  States  has  so  increased  the  quan- 
tity of  paper  currency,  that  it  would  be  di^cult  to  cal- 
culate iU  amount ;  and  still  more  difficult  to  ascertain 
its  value,  wiUi  reference  to  the  capital  on  ^^^  ^  \^ 
been  issued.  But  tiie  benefit  of  even  tlun  ^p,,  cur- 
rency is  in  a  great  measure  lost,  as  tne  at^pension  <» 
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nif  mmto  in  qifCM  at  mort  of  the  btnJui  luui  mddenly 
onJKan  the  chun  of  •ccommodatioiiy  that  previoiMily 
eKtendod  tha  credit  and  the  circulatioii  of  the  notce 
which  were  emitted  in  one  State  into  every  State  in 
the  Union.  It  may  in  general  be  affirmed,  Iherefore, 
that  there  eziata  at  thia  tine  no  adequate  cireulating 
medium  common  to  the  citiiena  of  the  United  States. 
The  moneyed  traneectiona  of  firivate  Ule  are  at  a  aUuid ; 
and  the  fiaeal  operations  of  Government  labor  with 
extreme  inconvenience.  It  if  imposeable  that  such  a 
state  of  things  should  be  long  enduzed;  but,  let  it  be 
fairly  added,  that  with  Iqpslative  aid  it  is  not  neoea- 
sary  that  the  endurance  should  be  long.  Under  fiivor- 
able  circumstance,  and  to  a  limited  extent,  an  emission 
of  Treasury  notes  would,  probablyt  affi>rd  relief;  but 
Treasury  notes  are  an  expensive  and  precarious  substi- 
tute, either  for  coin  or  for  bank  notes,  charged  as  they 
are  with  a  growing  interest,  productive  of  no  coun- 
tervailing profit  or  emolument,  and  exposed  to  every 
breath  of  popular  prejudice  or  alarm.  The  establish- 
ment of  a  national  institution,  operating  upon  credit 
combined  vrith  capital,  and  regulated  by  prudence  and 
good  faith,  is,  after  all,  the  only  efficient  remedy  for 
the  disordered  condition  of  our  circulating  me£um. 
While  accomplishing  that  object,  too,  there  will  be 
found,  under  the  auspices  of  such  an  institution,  a 
safe  depository  for  the  public  treasure  and  a  constant 
auxiliary  to  the  public  credit.  But,  whether  the  issues 
of  a  paper  currency  proceed  from  the  National  Treasury 
or  from  a  National  Bank,  the  acceptance  of  the  paper 
in  a  course  of  payments  and  receipts  must  be  forever 
optional  with  the  citizens.  The  extremity  of  that  day 
cannot  be  anticipated,  when  any  honest  and  enlight- 
ened  statesman  will  again  venture  upon  the  desperate 
expedient  of  a  tender  Uw. 

From  this  painful,  but  necessary  developement  of 
existing  evils,  we  pass,  with  hope  and  confidence,  to  a 
more  specific  consideration  of  the  measures  from  which 
relief  may  be  certainlv  and  speedily  derived.  Remem- 
bering always,  that  the  objects  of  the  Government  are 
to  place  the  public  credit  upon  a  solid  and  durable  foun- 
dation ;  to  provide  a  revenue  commensurate  with  the 
demands  of  a  war  expenditure,  and  to  remove  from  the 
Treasury  an  immediate  pressure,  the  following  propo- 
ntions  are  submitted  to  tne  committee,  with  every  sen- 
timent of  deference  and  respect.  ^ 

PBOBOsiTzoira. 

I.  It  is  proposed,  that,  during  the  war,  and  until  the 
claims  oontemplated  by  the  proposition  are  completely 
■PtisfM,  or  extinct,  there  shall  be  annually  raised  by 
taxes,  dutjes,  imposts,  and  excises,  a  fund  for  these 


1.  Fortfa 


1.  For  the  support  of  Government   -        -$1,600,000 
3.  For  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
puMie  debt,  existing  before  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  and  payable  according  to  the 
contract 8,600,000 

3.  For  the  interest  of  the  public  debt,  eon- 
ttaeted,  and  (o  be  be  contracted,  by  loans, 
or  otherwise,  from  the  commencement 
to  the  termination  of  the  war,  calculated 
vpon  an  annual  principal  of  seventy-two 

maiietts  of  doners         ....    4,820,000 

4.  For  the  payment  ofTreasury  notes,  with 

the  accruing  interest    ....    7,400,000 
6.  For  the  payment  of  debentures  to  be  is- 
aued  (as  is  hereinafter  proposed)  fiir  U- 
^pikUted  balanoes,  due  to  individuals,  on 
Mootint  <^serviees  or  supplies,  autborked 


by  lawthnteithev  ool  ambnoed  by  ai^e- 
cOic  appvopriation,  or  exceeding  the  sum 
^ppropiiated  -  -    $980,000 

6.  For  a  currant  addition  to  the  snm  raised 
by  kMin,  or  issues  of  Treasury  noteiw  to- 
wards defraying  the  general  expenses  of 

the  war 3,000,000 

7.  For  the  gradual  establishment  of  a  sink- 
ing fiind,  to  extinguish  the  debt  incurred 

during  the  war 500,000 

8.  For  the  oontax^gent  fund,  to  meet  sud- 
den and  occaaonal  demands  upon  the 
Trouoiy 1^600,000 

3i,ooo,oao 


n.  It  is  propoeed,  that,  during  the  war,  and  untfl 
the  daima  contemplated  by  the  preceding  prapositiM 
are  completely  satisfied,  or  other  adequate  foiMk  shell 
be  provided  ssd  aobalitated  ^  Inw^  then  shall  bs 
aanoally  raised,  fay  the  neanahera  specified,  tiie  fill- 
lowing  sums : 

1.  By  the  customs  (which  CNWot  be  safely 
estimated,  duing  tha  «ar,  at  a  Ugliar 
ptodnat)  *       •    .   -  -  94g000,000 

8.  By  the  existing  internal  duties     -        -    8»7OO,O00 

3.  By  the  ezistiDg  diiact  tax    -        -        -    S,5OO,O00 

4.  By  the  ealea  of  poMie  lands  (which  can- 
not be  safely  estboaled,  doang  the  war, 

St  a  higher  piodact)     «...      800,000 
6.  By  an  addition  to  the  existing   direct 
tax  of  one  hundred  per  cent         -        -    3,850,000 

6.  By  an  addition  of  one  hundred  per  cent. 

on  the  preeent  aoetion  duties        •       -       150,000 

7.  By  an  addition  of  one  hundred  per  cent. 

on  the  existing  duties  upon  carnages    -        SO0,0Q0 

8.  B^  an  addition  of  fifty  per  cent  on  the 
existing  duties  on  tieeniies  to  retail  wines, 
smrltuous  li^on,  and  foreign  mer- 
Mtndise -       300,000 

9.  By  an  addition  of  one  hundred  per  eeat. 

on  the  existing  rate  of  poslige  dOO,000 

10.  By  the  proceeds  of  the  new  duties  spo- 
dfied  in  the  annexed  schedule,  aadBsd 

A,  making  the  aggregate      ...    7,000«000 

lll«000,000 


ni.  It  is  proposed,  that  a  National  Bank  shall  be 
incorporated  for  a  term  of  twenty  years,  to  be  estab- 
lished at  Philadelphia,  with  a  power  to  erect  offioea  of 
discount  and  deposits  elsewhere^  upon  the  fallowing 
principles : 

1.  That  the  capital  of  the  bank  shall  be  fif^miHiou 
of  doUan,  to  be  divided  into  eoa  hnndrad  thowa^ 
shares  of  five  hundred  dollars  each.  Thre^fiftha  of  ths 
capita],  being  sixty  thousand  aharea,  amounting  to  thirty 
miUkitts  of  dollar^  to  be  subscribed  by  corpormtioiis, 
companies,  or  individuab ;  and  two-fifths  of  tfie  capital, 
being  forty  thousand  shares,  amofnting  to  twenty 
millions  of  dollars,  to  be  subscribed  by  the  United 
8utes. 

3.  That  the  subscriptions  of  corporations,  companiss 
and  individuals,  shall  be  paid  for  in  the  foUowing 
manner : 

One-fifth  part,  or  six  millions,  in  gtrfd  or  silver  cctn. 

Four-fifth  parts,  or  twenty-four  miliiona,  in  geld  or 
silver  coin,  or  in  six  per  cent  stock  issued  ainos  iha 
declaration  of  vmu*,  and  Treasoiy  notes,  in  the  propoiw 
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tion  Pf  we-Aftli  TVfMQKT  "^^^  *^  thxBp*fi||kii  in  «x 
per  oent.  ftock. 

3.  ThftlthewbscnpUooffofcQrfontio&^companiMf 
and  iiidividii»U»  aWl  bejNUd  al  the  ibUowiQg  .periods  : 
90  Mian  on  each  ahanitaba  paid  at  Iha 
time  of  lubecribing,  in  gold  or  nlver 

eoin $i;HN),000 

40  doUai*  on  each  ahaie,  to  be  paid  in 

geld  or  oilTer  eoin,  one  montfa  after 

the  miheoriptidn       .       *        .        •    3,40(MN)e 

40  doUaia  on  eadi  ahaie,  in  two  montba 

after  the  eiUMMsipftion,  in  gold  or  ail* 

S,40»,000 


lOOdoUan*  ipoda    M00,000 

100  doUara  en  each  ah«w>  in  gold  or  lil- 
▼er  ooint  or  in  aix  per  cent.  9toek»  or 
in  Treaanry  notesy  aoeording  to  the 
preceding  apportionmeDt,  to  be  paid  at 
the  time  of  subeciibing    - 

160  dollara  on  each  aharet  to  be  paid  in 
like  n>anjier»  in  two  monthi  ato 
aubacrihing      ...... 

150  dollara  on  each  ahare,  to  be  paid  in 
like  manner,  in  thiee  montha  after 
anbacritoig      -       .        -       -       . 


-  6,000,000 
9,000,000 
0,000,000 


600 


90,000,000 


4.  That  the  anhKiiption  of  the  United  Btotea  dkall 
be  paid  in  aix  per  cent,  etoek,  at  the  aame  periode  and 
in  the  aame  pieportiona  aa  the  pajmenta  of  private 
anbeeriptiona,  in  ilodc  and  Treaanry  notea. 

6.  That  the  United  States  may  snbatitute  six  per 
cent,  eloekt  fin  the  ampont  of  the  Tieaenry  nolaa  aub- 
acribed  by  caapomtiena,  compamea,  and  individnala,  aa 
the  notea laapectiwly  becooM dneand payable. 

6.  Thai  the  hankahaU  k>an  to  the  United  fitalao 
tfair^  million^  at  anintoreat  of  aix  per  cent,  ataneh 
period^  and  in  aneh  anma,  aaekail  be  tend  mutnally 


7.  That  no  part  of  the  public  slock,  eenstilnting  a 
potion  of  the  ci^ital  of  the  henk,  ahaU  be  aald  dnring 
the  war;  nor  at  any  enhseqwant  tkne^  felaai  than  par ; 
nov  at  any  time  to  an  «monnt  exeeeding  one  moiety, 
without  the  eonaent  of  Conffraaa. 

8.  That  proriaion  ahall  be  made  ier  pmteeting  the 
bank  notea  from  fiieg^iy;  fi>r  llmilingthe  iaaneof  hank 
notes ;  and  for  seeelving  them  in  aU  payments  to  the 
United  filatea. 

9.  That  the  capital^of  thebenk»ila  notes,  depesttes, 
dividends,  or  profits,'^(itB  asal  estate  only  exeepted,) 
shall  not  be  sofaject  lo  taxation  by  the  United  9talea  or 
by  any  individnal  State. 

10.  That  no  other  bankshaU  beestaUMhad  by  Con- 
greaa,  dnring  the  lenn  te  which  the  Natiooal  Bank  is 


11.  That  the  Naitional  Bai^  ahall  be  governed  by 
fifteen  diieelOMb  being  lesidsnt  dtiiens  of  the  Uqi|ad 
8tatee  and  atockholders.  The  Presidentef  the  United 
Statea  ahall  annually  name  five  direetocs,  and  designate 
one  of  the  five  to  be  praaUeat  of  the  bank.  The  .ether 
direeters  shaH  be  annually  cfaoeen  by  the  yaiiftad 
stoefcholdera,  in  person  or  by  proxy,  if  readent  vnUdn 
the  United  fitalos,  voting  upon  a  scale  graduated  ao- 
oaiding  to  the  number  of  sharea  which  they  xespeetively 
hold.  The  eashier  and  olher  efioam  of  the  bank  to  be 
appointed  aa  is  usual  in  annikr  inatitulions. 

U.  That  the  directors  of  the  National  Bank  ihdl 


appoint  aeven  pamonsi  one  of  whom  to  preside^  aa  thn 
managaas  of  eadi  oflBce  of  diaaount  and  deposite,  and 
one  person  to  be  the  cashier. 

Ig.  That  tha  general  powers,  privileges,  and  regn* 
lations  of  the  bank,  shall  be  the  aame  as  are  nsuai  in 
simifair  institutions;  but  with  this  special  provision^ 
that  the  general  aooannta  shall  be  subject  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieaamy. 

IV.  It  is  proposed,  that,  after  having  thus  provided 
for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest  upon  esery 
denomination  of  public  debt,  fiir  raisittg  annually  a 
portion  of  the  annual  ei^enae,  by  taxes ;  for  establishing 
aainking  fund,  in  relation  to  the  new  debt,  as  well  aa 
in  retatioB  te  the  old  debt ;  and  for  securing  to  the 
publie  ^  efficient  agency  of  a  National  Bank ;  the 
only  remaining  object  of  supply  ahall  be  imrnqtHshed 
by  annual  loans,  and  inuea  of  Tinaauiy  notes,  if,  un- 
expectedly, such  issues  should  continue  to  be  neces- 
sary or  expedient. 

'1.  The  amount  of  annual  expenditure  during  the 
war,  exceeding  the  sums  provided  for,  does  not  admit 
of  a  prospective  estimate  beyond  the  year  IBlfi;  but 
fiv  that  year  it  may  be  estimated  with  suffieient  aoeu- 
racy  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  present  commnn^ 
cation,  at  $28,000,000. 

2.  Then  for  the  year  1816,  an  additiaoal  pnasismn 
must  be  made,  authorizing  a  loan  and  the  isane  of 
Treasury  notes,  to  an  equal  amount,  $28,000^0001 

y.  It  is  iproposed  that  the  acoounta  fi»r  auUioriaed 
expenses  bemg  duly  stated  and  settled,  a  certificate  or 
debenture  shall  issue  to  the  acoouotant  speci^tug  -tiio 
balance ;  and  that  in  all  cases,  where  thers  has  been 
no  specific  appropriation,  or  the  claim  exceeds  the 
amount  of  the  sum  appropriated,  the  balance  shall  bear 
an  interest  of  three  per  cent,  until  provision  is  made  by 
law  for  paying  the  amount  * 

VI.  And,  finally,  it  is  proposed  to  relieve  the  Tree* 
sury  finom  an  immediate  preesure,  upon  the  principles 
of  the  following  statement : 

1.  The  amount  of  demands  upon  the  Treasury,  exclu* 
sive  of  balances  of  appropriations  for  former  years, 
unsatisfied,  was  stated  in  the  report  of  the  late  8eo- 
reUry  of  the  Treasury  of  the  2dd  September,  1814y 
to  be,  on  the  80th  June  -        -         $27,670,391  10 

2.  The  accounts  of  the  third  qusrter  ot 
1814  are  not  yet  made  up,  and  the 
precise  sums  paid  daring  that  quarter 
cannot  now  be  ascertained,  but  they 

amount  to  nearly    ....     8,400,000  00 

Leaving  to  be  paid  in  the  fourth 
quarter  of  1814  $19,176,89110 


3.  This  balance,  payable  during  the  fourth  quarter  of 
1814,  consists  of  the  following  items: 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and  mis- 
cellaneous expenseSf 
about        -        .        >  $363,292  99 

MUitaiy,  about      -        -  8,792,688  00 

Naval,  about  -        -   2,382,010  97 

Public  debt,  about  -        -  7,648,419  23  ^_ 

-UJ $19,176,391  19 


4.  neeamrtittg  pipviaians  by  law  for  the  p^ment  of 
this  balance  of  $19,176,391  19,  may  be  Kated  aa 
followa: 

The  aet  of  the  S4th  March,  1014^  »«»or. 
laadnhMAof "        •        -        -         $26^000^000  00 
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The  «ct  of  the  4th  Mirch,  1814»  anthor^ 
ixed  an  israe  of  Trettniy  notos  for  -    6,000^000  00 

•80,000,000  00 
Under  theae  authoritiea, 

there  have  been  boi^ 

roff ed,  on  loan,  ^bont  $10,895,000  00 
There  have  been  aent  to 

Europe,  in  6  per  cent 

atock         -        •        -  6,000,000  00 
There  haa  been  iaaued,  in 

Treaaory  notea  -        -  8,604,000  00 


There  vamaina,  therefore, 

an  nnesecQted  anthor- 

itj  to  bonow      -        •  8,105,000  00 
To  iaane  Treaanrj  notea   1,496,000  00 


90,899,000  00 
•9,601,000  00 


9^1,000  00 


The  demanda  of  the  fourth  quarter  be- 
ing, then         ....         •19,176,891  19 
There  may  be  applied  to 

meet  them  the  revenue 

aeeniing   during    the 

quarter,  from  all  aour- 

cea,  about  ...  3,900,000  00 
AIms  pejm'ta  to  be  made 

on  aoeount  of  loana  al- 

lead J  contracted  for,  a^ 

cording  to  the  author* 

ity  above  atoted,  about  8,600,000  00 

5,400,000  00 


Leaving  a  balance  to  be 
for,  of      .       -        - 


•18,776,891  19 


Bj  the  aathoritj  remain- 
ing to  borrow     -        •8,105,000  00 

Bj  £e  authority  remain- 
ing to  iaaue  Treasury 
notea         ...   1,496,00000 

By  an  additional  author- 
ity to  be  granted  by  law 
to  borrow,  and  to  issue 
Treaauiy  notea  -        -  4,175,891  19 

•18,776,891  19 

Theae  eatimatea,  however,  it  will  be  obeerved,  are 
made  with  a  view,  aimplyi  to  the  appropriattona  by 
law  for  the  expenaea  of  die  year  1814,  and  do  not  em- 
brace a  pTOviaion  to  aatiify  balanoea  of  appropriationa 
made  for  the  expenaes  of  m-eceding  years,  which  have 
not  been  called  for  at  the  Treasury.  But,  it  will  prob- 
ably be  deemed  expedient  to  make  such  provision  by 
extending  the  new  authority  to  borrow  from  the  above 
balance,  to  aix  millions.  If  the  6  per  cent  stock  which 
haa  been  aent  to  Europe  ahould  be  there  disposed  of,  it 
will  form  an  item  in  the  estimataa  of  the  ensuing  year. 

As  a  portion  of  the  amount  to  be  provided  during 
the  present  quarter  consists  of  Treasury  notes  which 
will  soon  be  due,  it  will  be  adviaable  to  make  them 
receivable  in  aubscriptions  to  the  loan. 

It  b  proper  to  accompany  theae  propoeitiona  with  a 
fow  explanatory  remarka : 

1.  The  first  proposition  contemplates  a  permanent 

ystem ;   but  the  estimate  of  the  particular  itema  of 

lui  ma  And  demanda  upon  the  public  maat  be  legaided 


as  immediately  applying  to  the  year  1815.  In  evoy 
subsequent  year  there  will  neceasarily  be  aone  vmria- 
tion ;  a%  for  instance,  the  item  of  interest  on  the  old 
dd»t  win  annually  aink,  while  the  item  of  interest  on 
the  new  debt  will  annually  riae^  during  the  eonlinu- 
ance  of  the  war. 

The  Items  for  annually  raiaing  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic expenaes  hr  tazea,  and  for  applying  to  tbo  new  debt 
a  ainUng  fiina-— gndnally  increaaing  until  it  becomes 
commenaurate  to  its  object— are  eesential  isatazes  in 
the  plan  auggeated,  with  a  view  to  the  revival  and  main- 
tenance of  public  credit.  The  eztinguiahmant  of  tha 
old  debt  Is  already  in  ra|Md  operation  by  tha 
caution  of  a  aimilar  institution. 


8.  The  eecond  proposition  will  doubtlesa  generate 
many  and  very  variooa  objeetiona.  The  endeavor  has 
been,  however,  to  spread  the  general  anMNint  of  the 
tazea  over  a  wide  aurfoee  with  a  hand  aa  light  sad 
equal  as  is  consistent  with  oonvenieBee  in  the  pvoeei^ 
and  certainty  in  the  reanlt 

All  the  opportunities  of  observatioB,  and  all  tht 
means  ni  infofmation  that  have  been  poeaeaaed,  leavi 
no  doubt  upon  the  disposition  of  the  people  to  eoatii- 
bute  generously  for  relieving  the  nspwasitias  of  thar 
country;  and  it  has  been  thought  nnwotthy  ai  that 
patriotie  diapoaition  to  dwell  upon  eeanty  memtu  of 
supply,  or  short  lived  expedients.  Whenever  the  war 
shall  be  happi^  terminated  in  an  honorable  peace,  and 
the  Treasury  ahall  be  again  repleniahed  by  thit  tribu- 
taiy  atreama  of  commene,it  wiU  be  at  onoe  a  duty  and 
a  pleaaore  to  recommend  an  alleviation,  if  not  aa  en- 
tire exoneration  of  the  buidena  which  naraaaarily  fidl 
at  preaent  upon  the  agriculture  and  mannfactnre  of  ths 
nation. 

8.  In  making  a  nmpoaition  for  the  eatabliaSiment  ef 
a  National  Bank,  I  cannot  be  insonsible  to  the  high 
authority  of  the  names  which  have  appealed  in  oppoa- 
tion  to  that  measure  upon  ConatiUitional  grounds.  It 
would  be  praanmptnona  to  conjeelnre  that  the  eeati- 
menta  whieh  actuated  thaeppoailion  have  paaaed  avray ; 
and  yet  it  would  be  denying  to  experience  a  great  pota^ 
tical  advantage,  were  we  to  euppeee  that  a  diftranca 
of  times  and  cireumataaeae  would  not  ptoduee  a 
reapoading  difierenoe  in  the  omaiona  of  tha  aisai 
well  aa  of  the  pureat  men.  But,  in  the  present 
a  change  of  private  opinioa  ia  not  maleriai  to  the 
eeas  of  the  proposition  for  estabiiahing  a  NatioBai  Bank 
In  the  administration  of  human  a&ira,  there  must  bs 
a  period  when  dieeuasion  ahall  oeaae  and  dedsion  shal 
become  abaolute.  A  diversity  of  opinion  may  hoaof^ 
ably  surrive  the  contest ;  but,  upon  the  genatae  prin- 
plea  of  a  repreeentative  Ciovemment,  the  opinion  of  ths 
majority  can  akme  be  carried  into  action.  The  judges 
who  disaents  from  the  majority  of  the  bendi,  changei 
not  his  opinion,  but  performs  his  duty,  whoi  he  en- 
foreea  the  judgment  cMf  the  court,  although  it  is  coa* 
trary  to  his  own  convictions.  An  oath  to  aapport  tha 
Conatitntion  and  the  lawa,ia  not,  therefore,  an  oath  to 
them  under  all  drcumatancee,  aeooiding  to  ths 
lion  of  the  individual  who  takea  it,  bat  it  is,  eai- 
ly,  an  oath  to  auppert  them  according  to  ths 
interpretation  of  the  legi&mate  authorities.  For  ths 
emmeoas  decisions  of  a  court  of  law,  there  is  the  rs- 
draaa  of  a  canaorial  as  well  as  of  an  appellate  jurisdi^ 
tion.  Over  an  act  founded  upon  an  expoeition  of  the 
Conatitution,  made  by  the  Legislative  departmeal  of 
the  Government,  but  alleged  to  be  incorrect,  we  have 
aean  the  Judicial  department  exereiae  remedial  power. 
And  even  if  all  the  departmenia,  LcgWattve,  Execu- 
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tiTe,  and  JndidaJ,  thoold  conear  in  tli«  •zeici«e  of  a 
power,  which  »  eithmr  thought  to  tnuMcend  the  Cob- 
stitutiooaJ  tnut,  or  to  oporate  iojniioavlj  upon  the 
commmiitj,  the  cue  U  itUi  within  the  retch  of  a  com- 
petent control,  through  the  mediom  of  tn  amendment 
to  the  Constitution,  upon  the  proposition,  not  onlv  of 
Congrees  but  of  the  teveral  States.  When,  theremre» 
we  have  marked  the  existence  of  a  National  Bank  for 
a  period  of  twenty  years,  with  all  the  sanctions  of  the 
Legislative,  Bzecdtive,  and  Judicial  authorities ;  when 
we  have  seen  the  diisolution  of  one  institution,  and 
heard  a  loud  and  continued  call  for  the  establishment 
of  another ;  when,  under  these  circumstances,  neither 
Congreas  nor  the  several  States  have  resorted  to  the 
power  of  amendment ;  can  it  be  deemed  a  violation  of 
the  right  of  private  opinion,  to  consider  the  constitu- 
tionsdity  of  a  National  Bank,  as  a  question  forever  set- 
tled and  at  rest  1 

But,  after  all,  I  should  not  merit  the  confidence, 
which  it  will  be  my  ambition  to  acquire,  if  I  were  to 
suppress  the  declaration  of  an  opinion,  tiiati  in  these 
timee,  the  establishment  of.a  National  Bank  will  not 
only  be  useftil  in  promoting  the  general  welfore,  bat 
that  it  is  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  exe- 
cution some  of  the  most  important  powers  Constitu- 
tionallj  vested  in  the  Government 

Upon  the  principles  and  regulations  of  the  National 
Bank,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  remark,  that  they  will  be 
best  unfolded  in  the  form  of  a  bill,  which  shall  be  im- 
mediately prepared.  A  compound  capital  is  suggested, 
with  a  design  equally  to  accommodate  the  subscribers, 
and  to  aid  the  general  measures,  for  the  revival  of  pub- 
lic credit;  but  the  proportions  of  specie  and  stock  may 
be  varied,  if  the  scarcity  of  coin  should  render  it  ex- 
pedient ;  yet  not  in  so  great  a  degree,  as  to  prevent  an 
early  commencement  of  the  money  operations  of  the 
inatitotion. 

4.  The  estimates  of  receipts  from  estabUshed  seurees 
of  revenue  and  fimn  the  proposed  new  dndM,  and  the 
eatimatoe  of  espendtturss,  on  all  the  objeets  contempla- 
ted in  the  present  eommnnication,  have  been  made 
upon  a  call  so  sadden,  and  upon  materials  so  acatterad, 
that  it  is  not  intended  to  daim  apeifect  reliance  on  thrir 
accuracy.  They  are,  however,  beliaved  to  be  suffi- 
ciently accnimte  to  illustrate  and  support  the  general 
plan,  for  the  revival  of  the  public  credit,  the  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  system  of  revenue,  and  the  remo- 
val of  the  uunediate  pressure  on  the  Treasury. 

Upon  the  whole,  sir,  I  hsve  freely  and  openly  as- 
sumed the  responsibility  of  the  station  in  whioi  I  have 
the  honor  to  be  placed.  Bu^  conscious  of  the  impei^ 
fections  of  the  judgment  that  dictates  the  answer  to  the 
important  inquiries  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  I  derive  the  highest  satisfoction  from  reflecting, 
that  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  nation,  for  war,  or  for 
peace,  depend  on  the  wisdom,  patriotism,  and  fortitude 
of  Congress,  during  times  which  imperiously  demand 
a  display  of  those  qualities  in  the  exercise  of  the  Le- 
gislative antborityl     I  have  tibe  honor  to  be,  d^, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
J.  W.  Efvbs,  Esq.,  Chairman^  4c> 

A. 

Schedule  of  new  taxes  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  which  tiie  taxes 
proposed  in  the  report  of  the  committee  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  10th  instant,  are  prind- 
pallr  adopted. 
1.  On  spirits  distilled  from  domastio  or  foreign  ma- 


terials 96  cents  per  gallon,  compated  on  94,000,000 
gallons ;  provided  the  present  tax  on  the  capadl^  of 
the  still  should  be  continued.  If  it  is  thought  best  to 
lay  the  tax  entirely  on  the  liquor,  then  the  tax  on  the 
capacity  of  the  stills  to  be  taken  olT,  and  30  cents  per 
gallon  to  be  laid  on  the  liquor.  For  the  present  esti- 
mate, it  is  taken  at  26  cenu  per  gallon     -  $6,000,000 

2.  On  porteri  ale,  and  strong  beer,  2  cents 
per  gallon,  computed  on  6,000,000  gal- 
lons      120,000 

3.  On  manufactured  tobacco  and  snui(  ave- 
raged at  fi  cents  per  pound,  and  compu- 
ted on  ten  million  pounds     ...       500,000 

4.  On  leather  of  various  kinds,  averaged  at 
three  cents  per  pound,  and  computed  on 

twenty  million  pounds  ....       600,000 
6.  On  pig-iron  at  $1,60  per  ton,  computed 
on  300,000  tons 460,000 

6.  On  paper,  at  various  rates,  averaging  7 
per  cent  on  the  value  of  the  artide,  com- 
puted on  the  annual  mannfocture  of  the 

Tdue  of  2,500,000  dollars     -  -       170^000 

7.  On  playing  cards,  at  26  cents  per  pack, 
computed  on  400,000  packs  •  100,000 

8.  On  oomseUon  and  attorneys  at  law, 
process  in  suits  at  law  and  equity,  pro- 
ceedings in  admiially,  arHtrations  and 
reforences,  and  other  legal  proceedings 

in  theooortsof  the  United  States  300,006 

0.  On  conveyances,  mortgages,  and  other 
contracts  relating  to  real  estate     -  260|000 


The  sum  to  be  raised  1^  new  taxes  aeoord- 
ing  to  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary's 
letter,  b 


$6,496,000 


7,000,000 


Leaving  a  surplus^  for  the  expenses  of  cd- 
lectlon  and  errors  hi  the  estimaiesy  of   -    1,496,000 

Mr.  MoKbb,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  moTe  tb«t  6 

freater  than  the  asoal  nomber  of  thia  doeameot 
e  printed.  From  the  reading  of  the  report,  he 
considered  it  an  able  one,  and  of  a  nature  and  in- 
terest abundantly  more  important  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  than  many  doenments  in  respect  to 
which  this  course  had  been  pursued.  He  wished, 
for  his  part,  to  be  enabled  to  send  to  bis  constitu- 
ents some  copies ;  and  therefore  mored  that  five 
thousand  copies  thereof  be  primed. 
This  motion  was  agreed  to~-70  to  57. 

OONQBB8SIONAL  LIBRARY 

The  resolotioD  authorising  the  Library  Com- 
mittee of  Congress  to  contract  for  the  purchase 
of  the  library  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  was  again  resumed. 

The  amendment  nroposed  yesterday,  ffoiog  to 
limit  the  sum  to  oe  eiren  for  the  horary  to 
twentjr-fiire  thousand  dollars,  being  yet  under 
consideration. 

The  discussion  which  commenced  yesterday 
was  to-day  continued  with  considerable  Tiracity* 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Forsttb, 
and  supported  by  Messrs  Oaklby  of  New  York, 
PicKERiNQ  and  JoHB  Rbbo  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  HULBBBT  from  Massachuseiis,  it  ought 
to  be  meotioDcd  particularly,  being  bu^^i  essay 
in  this  Houae,  in  a  rery  ingenious  an<l  handsoms 
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ip^eeh  opposed,  the  amendment  aiHt  ndYoeaied 
the  porchafe  of  the  library. 

Tne  debate  before  its  conclusion  became  rather 
t06  animated,  and  bein^  checked  bf  the  Speaker, 
the  question  was  permuted  to  be  caken.  There 
appeared  to  be  on  the  yeas  and  nays,  for  the 
amendment  37,  and  against  it  103,  as  follows: 

TxAS — MMsrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boydy  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cillay, 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Jack- 
ton  of  Rhode  Island,  Lewis,  Macoiv  Markell,  MoflSt, 
MoDtgemery,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John 
Reed,  Wilham  Reed»  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Stockton,  Taggart»  Thompson,  Vese, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wardof  New  Yoik,  Wheaton, 
WUoox,  and  Wilson  of  Maasaehusetts. 

Nat»— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston^  Aicktr,  Avery, 
Bard,  Bamatt,  Bayly  of  Virginiat  Bewen,  Bradley* 
Blown,  Burwell,  Bntler,  GbappeU,  Clark,  Clopten, 
Condict,  Coaardf  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford*  Craigiiton, 
Oraach,  Cathbert,  Dana,  Dafis  of  Pennsylvania,  De- 
noyelles,  Desha*  Davallf  Eaile»  Evans,  Famw,  Find* 
lay,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Foniay,  Forsyth,  FiwdJin, 
Gaston,  Gholson»  Goodwya,  Oonrdin,  Hall,  Hanaon, 
Harris,  HadbrMick,  Hawes,  Hawktaa,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Hubbard,  Homphreye,  Hungarford,  Hiilbert, 
IngeiBoIl,  Irving,  Jaekaoa  of  Virginia^  Johaeea  of  Yir- 
Ciaia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  N<ew  York«  Kant  of  Maiy land, 
KeiT,  Kershaw,  King  of  Maesaohttsetts,.Kiag  of  North 
Carolina,  Law,  Leflbrta,  LovetA«  Lyie,  McCoy,  MeKam, 
McLean,  Moore^  Moseley,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley, 
OaBafay,  Parker,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Rioh,  Riaggoki,  RDane»  Ruggies,  Sage, 
Bchureman,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  ef  Pean- 
■vhaBln,  Stanford,  Strong,  Sturges,  TannehiU,  Tayfer, 
Telfoir,  Troup,  Udree,  Webster,  WUson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Winter,  Wright,  and  Yaneay, 

Mr.  PicKBaiNO  mo?ed  an  amendment,  in  aab- 
aiaoee  tbe  same  as  that  moved  yesterday  by  Mr. 
OaiCLBtr  and  negatived ;  the  object  of  which  was 
a  aelectioQ  of  part  of  the  library. 

Tiie  amendment  was  negatived  by  yeaa  and 
aaya— 52  to  96. 

Ai^  amendment  was  then  adopted,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Oaklet,  requiring  the  sanetion  of  Con- 

([reaa  to  the  agreena«at  for  the  parcbase  of  the 
ihrary,  before  it  ahouid  become  binding.  And, 
lh«8  amended,  the  reaolutioa  was  ordmd  to  a 
third  reading. 


WiittiiBabar,  Oeti>bef  liK 

Aaother  member  to  wit :  from  South  Carolina, 
John  C.  CjLLBOUfi,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  HoMPBRgys  presented  several  petitions 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Slate  of  Tennes- 
•ee,  praying  that  measures  may  be  taken  by  Con- 
gress to  open  a  public  road,  crossing  the  Tennes- 
see river,  some  where  near  the  mouth  of  Duck 
river,  and  intersecting  the  road  from  Nashville 
to  Natchez,  below  tbe  Chickasaw  Old  Towns.^ 
Referret^  to  ihe  Seoretary  of  War. 

Orderei^,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution of  the  22d  ultimo^  directing  an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  making  further  provisions  for 
protecting  the  officers  of  the  customs  in  the  dis- 


eharga  of  their dotiea^Ae.,  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Way*  and  Meam, 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  WgBsTfeR  and  Mr.  Cox  be 
appointed  of  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  the  late  capture  of  the  eiry  of 
Washington,  by  the  enemy,  in  the  places  of  Mr. 
Stockton  and  Mr.  Miller. 

Mr.  Inoersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  the 
petition  of  Oliver  Evans  (the  same  as  presented 
last  session)  for  the  extension  of  his  patent  for 
the  inaprovements  in  the  steam  engine. — Referred 
totheUommitieeof  Commerce  and  Manufactures, 
in  opposition  lo  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Inobrboll^  who 
desired  it  to  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Inqbrboli*,  from  the  Committee  <m  the  Ja- 
dioiary,  reported  a  bill  further  to  extend  theja- 
dicial  system  of  the  United  Sutts;  wfaieh  was 
twiee  read  and  referred  Co  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Mary  kad,fnMa  the  District  Com* 
mtttee,  reported  a  bill  iocorpomtiBff  the  Colnm- 
bian  ManufaotBring'  Compav?  of  AlexBmfaia,  ta 
the  DistrieC  of  Colombia,  irhieh  was  twice  reed 
and  committed. 

Tbe  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  a Bthor^ 
izing  the  joint  Library  Committee  of  Congress 
to  contract  for  the  purchase  of  the  library  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and 
passed. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  an- 
favorable  to  the  petition  of  Alexander  Sevier  was 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Maaaachusetts,  offered  a  mo- 
tion similar  to  one  adopted  at  his  insianca  at  the 
last  session,  out  of  which  an  act  had  growa, 
which  had  passed  the  Hous^  but  had  Bot  beeo 
definitively  acted  on  in  the  Senaie.  The  aohject 
of  the  motion  waa,  a  further  prortMoa  far  coat* 
pansatittg  raaatera  of  vasBelt  who  bring  home  to 
the  United  States  dittreasad  aod  d^tote  Ameri* 
can  seamen;  into  tbe  expediency  of  maktafwtiieh 
hie  motio*  iaatrtieied  tbe  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  ro  inquire.   The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PfiAOOOK  AND  BPBRVIRR. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  ot 
the  Whole^  on  the  resolution  from  the  Senaie  ex- 
pressive ol  the  sense  of  Congress  relative  to  the 
victory  of  the  Peacock  over  the  Bperrier.  The 
resolutioa  having  beeo  read-^ 

Mr.  PLBaaANTB,  of  yil|(iBii^  (the  chairiaaB  of 
the  Naval  Committee))  aaid  it  waa  not  his  iaiea- 
tion  to  detain  the  Committee  by  any  extended  re- 
marks ofl  this  aul^ect.    The  action  to  wkteh  thu 


reaolation  referaed,  more  partievlariy,  peihapa, 

ttadtbesQ- 


than  any  which  preceded  it|demoattftt 

Keriority  of  American  jrunnery.  To  show  this, 
f  r.  P.  quoted  Capmhi  Warriagtoa>i  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  announcing  the  victory; 
and  inferred  from  it  that  no  action  had  ever  ukea 
place,  between  vessels  of  anything  like  eqoal 
forcci  in  which  there  had  been  so  great  a  dis- 
parity of  execution.  He  hoped  the  resolve  would 
be  unanimously  adopted. 

No  objection  being  made  or  amendment  pro- 
posed, the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their 
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MUUary 


'^Rdkftf  Commodore  Barney. 


H.  or  R. 


Kgreetnent  to  the  reaolre,  whieh  was  ordered  to  a 
third  readiog;  and  was  accordio^tf  read  and 
unaDimously  passed. 


Thubsdat,  October  aa 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massac hnsetts.  presented  a 
;>etitioo  of  John  Crosby  aod  others,  on  behalf  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Hamdea,  in  the  District  of 
Maine,  praying  that  the  property  recovered  from 
he  wreck  of  the  United  States'  late  ship  Adams 
nay  be  given  to  the  said  inhabitants,  as  a  com* 
>ensation  for  the  losses  sustained  in  conseqaence 
)f  the  late  capture  of  that  place  br  the  British 
'orces. — Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  Senate  having  returned  the  resolutions 
Tom  the  House,  in  honor  of  Gknerals  Brown, 
3cott,  Gbines,  Macomb,  Ripley,  Miller,  aod  Por- 
;er.  with  sundry  amendments;  (not  affecting  the 
>bjeet  of  the  resolves,)  the  aaine  were  referred  to 
;he  Coitimittee  on  Military  Aliiiirs. 

A  resolution  was  also  received  from  the  8eo- 
ite,  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  relative 
o  the  capture  of  t^e  British  sloop  Reindeer  by 
he  American  sloop  Wasp. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
nittee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BuBWELL,  of  Virginia,  stated  the  reasons 
nrhy  he  had  not  called  up  the  motion  he  laid  on 
he  table  the  other  day,  caUing  for  an  account  of 
;he  officers  of  the  Army,  state  of  the  recruiting 
lervice,  ^c.  l^ht  Committee  of  Military  Affairs, 
le  was  informed,  had  the  subject  before  them, 
ind  had  received  a  document  embracinff  all  the 
information  he  desired,  aod  which,  when  ihey 
nrere  prepared  to  make  a  report,  they  would  lay 
before  the  House. 

The  Military  Committee  asked  and  obuined 
leave  to  sit  for  a  week  during  the  sittings  of  the 
House. 

Orda^,  That  Mr.  Pitkin  be  appointed  of  the 
Dommittee  appoiuted  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  late  capture  of  the  City  of  Washington  by 
the  enemy. 

PUBLIC  Bmi.DING8. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  said,  the  House  having 
decided  that  Congress  should  not  remove  from 
this  place,  he  thought  it  proper  some  steps  should 
be  immeuiately  taken  lowarda  making  a  proris* 
ion  for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  different 
Departments  of  the  Government.  With  this 
opinion  he  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  rebuilding  or  repairing  the  President's  House,  the 
Oapttol,  and  Public  Moes,  and  into  the  expenses  ne- 
cessary for  that  purpose  (  and  wbetiier  the  pubfte  in* 
tereet  or  convenience  would  be  promoted  by  any  change 
or  alteration  of  the  sites  of  said  buildings. 

Mr.  Gbolson,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  saw  no 
reason  for  stirring  the  question  of  changing  the 
sites  of  these  buildiogs  at  present,  and  hoped  the 
gentleman  would  expunge  that  part  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Lewis  said  he  was  of  the  same  opinion  as 
his  colleague  in  respect  to  the  io expediency  of 
changing  the  sites  of  the  public  buildiags;  but, 


as  some  gentlemen  in  the  House  were,  he  knew, 
of  a  different  opinion,  he  had  thought  it  best  to 
place  the  question  in  its  broadest  fthape  before 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  Tork,  moved  to  refer 
the  subject  to  a  select  committee,  instead  of  the 
standing  committee  as  proposed.  It  was  a  sub- 
ject interesting  to  the  whole  United  States,  and 
the  importance  of  which  was  not  limited  to  the 
District  only.  He  thought,  therefore,  it  should 
be  referred  to  a  general  committee.  He  took  oc- 
casion to  say,  that  the  decision  having  been  made 
on  the  question  of  removal,  it  ought  to  be  final; 
and  during  this  Congress,  at  least,  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  move  it  again.  It  was  the  duty  of  this 
Congress,  he  conceived,  to  proceed  in  preparing 
for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  €k>vernment 
here. 

After  some  further  conversation,  Mr.  G.'s 
amendment  was  agreed  to— >ayes  87;  and  Mr. 
Lewis.  Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  Hanson. 
Mr.  BowEN,  Mr.  Grosvenor.  Mr.  Sharp,  ana 
Mr.CoNOfcT,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

MILITARX^  MARINE. 

The  HiMise  raaolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  reqsiring  staff  officers  of 
the  Army  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  ma- 
rine and  naval  officers  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  explained  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill,  as  indicated  by  the  title,  and 
quoted  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
recommending  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  wish, 
whilst  this  subject  was  under  consideration,  that 
the  subject  should  be  thoroii|fhly  arranged ;  and, 
with  that  view,  that  a  provision  should  be  incor- 
porated, settling  the  relative  rank  of  naval  to  land 
officers,  when  employed,  aa  they  frequently  art, 
in  the  land  service. 

Mr.  Plbasants  aaseatsd  to  the  propriety  of 
such  an  amendment;  and,  with  that  ofagcct, 
moved  that  the  Committee  now  rise,  and  obtain 
leave  to  sit  again,  to  allow  time  to  digest  such  an 
amendment  as  would  be  proper. 

The  Committee  rose  aecordingly. 

Mr.  Troop,  of  Georgia,  suggested  the  expedi- 
eaey  of  a  proper  understanding  on  this  head,  be- 
tween the  Heads  of  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, and  some  reciprocal  provision  for  mutual 
accommodation  of  land  and  naval  officers,  when 
out  of  their  peenliar  element,  dbc.  Some  amend- 
ment of  this  kind  might  well  be  incorporated 
when  the  bill  should  again  come  under  constd- 
eraiioQ. 

Leave  was  given  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  sit  again  on  said  biU. 

RELIEF  OP  COMMODORE  BARNEY. 

The  House  resolved  iuelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  offi- 
cers, petty  officers,  and  seamen,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Commodore  Joshua  Barney. 

Mr.  Pleasants  slated  the  object  of  ihia  bill  to 
be.  to  compensate  the  officers  aod  men  of  ^)^^  jio- 
tilU,  for  the  loss  of  their  clothes  sustained  ^j  the 
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Fetitum  (f  Jompk  Fbrrmt. 


OOTOBIK,  1814. 


toddeo  destractioD  of  tbe  flotilla  to  prerent  its 
fallioff  into  the  bands  of  the  eDemjr-  Mr.  P.  ad- 
▼erted  also  to  their  good  conduct  in  the  defence 
of  this  place,  and  on  erery  other  occasion,  and  to 
the  peculiar  hardships  of  their  service,  &«. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  after  paying  a  jast 
tribute  to  tbe  uniform  good  conduct  of  these  men, 
moved  to  insert  three  instead  of  two  months  pay. 

This  motion  was,  after  discussion,  negatived. 

Mr.  Post,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  striking  out  so  much  of  tbe  bill  as  assigns 
the  loss  of  clothes  and  bedding  bv  the  blowing 
up  of  the  flotilla,  as  a  reason  for  the  grant  pro- 
posed, and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  ^'for  tneir 
bravery  in  (he  battle  of  Biadensburg,  on  the  24th 
of  August  last."  This  motion  was  negatived  by 
a  large  majority. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill.  On 
the  question,  whether  the  bill  should  be  ordered 
to  a  third  reading- 
Mr.  QoLDSBOBOUCiH,  of  Maryland,  said,  he  had 
no  wish  to  defeat  the  passage  of  the  bill,  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  proper  to  suspend  its  passage 
for  the  present,  because  it  was  not  sufficiently 
guarded  in  its  provisions.  He  wished  it  to  lie 
over  also  till  the  Committee  of  lovestisation 
should  report  on  this  and  other  subjects,  ae  was 
ioelined  to  believe,  from  all  he  had  heard,  that 
the  destruction  of  that  flotilla  was  n  very  unne- 
cessary act,  and  that  it  might  all  have  been  saved, 
except  the  gunboats,  by  carrying  it  a  proper  dis- 
tance up  the  river.  He  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December  next. 

This  motion  was  also  negatived — ayes  38. 

Mr.  WtLuaM  Rbsd^  of  Massachusetts,  renewed 
the  motion  to  insert,  instead  of  the  reason  now 
assigned  for  this  grant,  the  words,  '*  in  reward  for 
the  extraordinary  bravery  displayed  by  them  in 
the  battle  of  Biadensburg,  on  the  24th  Aiu ust." 

This  motion  Mr.  R.  afterwards  modified,  on 
the  luggestion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, so  as  to  read,  ^*in  eoiuideration  of  their  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct,  and  of  the  onosoal 
hardship  of  their  service." 

On  these  several  motions  considerable  debate 
took  place,  in  which  Messrs.  Wright,  Plbasants, 
Post,  Stoabt,Oold8bobouob,Kino,  and  Rbbd, 
of  Massachusetts,  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina, 
Jaokson.  of  Virginia,  PioKEBtNO,  and  TAViiOB, 
of  New  York,  took  part. 

The  objection  to  the  bill  as  it  now  stood  was. 
thai  it  would  afibrd  an  iniurious  precedent  for  all 
saeb  cases  of  loss  of  clothing  by  seamen,  which 
frequently  occurred,  whilst  all  appeared  to  agree 
that  these  men.  by  their  general  good  conduct, 
particularly  in  the  battle  of  Biadensburg,  merited 
the  notice  of  Gk>veroment.  It  was  said  by  Gen- 
eral Stuart  that  the  men  had  sufficient  notice  to 
have  saved  their  clothing ;  and  the  enemy's  force 
was  not  nearer  than  a  day's  march,  when  orders 
were  given  to  blow  up  the  flotilla.     The  same 

gentleman  also  took  occasion  to  observe,  that  he 
elieved  if  the  flotilla  had  never  been  brought  up 
the  Patuxent,  this  place  would  never  have  been 
attacked,  and  the  public  buildings  would  still 


have  been  sUndlog.  It  was  this  flotilla  which 
had  caused  the  recent  invasion  of  Maryland. 

It  was  said,  on  the  other  hand,  that  giving  pe- 
cuniary rewards  for  bravery,  as  was  proposed  to 
be  done  in  this  case  by  those  who  opposed  the 
bill  as  it  stood,  woald  aflbrd  a  precedent,  if  pur- 
sued, which  would  toon  emptf  the  Treasury. 
The  case  of  these  men,  it  was  said,  was  far  difii^- 
ent  from  ordinary  cases  of  loss  of  clothing.  They 
had,  since  the  23d  of  August,  the  day  the  flotilla 
was  destroyed,  been  eitgaged  in  the  most  arduous 
service  which  could  be  found,  and  had  to  sleep  on 
the  bare  ground,  without  blankets,  and  acarcdy 
clothes  to  their  backs,  having  lost  all  they  ha<L 
dbc.  As  to  the  flotilla  causing  the  invasion  ol 
Af aryland,  Mr.  Pleasants  said,  they  had  had  no 
flotiUa  in  the  waters  of  Virginia,  and  yet  ihey  had 
suffered  there  quite  as  much  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  enemy  as  they  had  in  Maryland,  &e. 

Before  the  question  oa  amendmeDt  was  ukea, 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New 
York,  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  There  were 
for  the  motion  60,  against  it  59. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Fbidat,  October  21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yanobt,  the  Committee  on 
tbe  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  tbe  laws  oif  the  United 
States,  as  to  the  effect  which  a  judgment  of  rec- 
ord of  one  Stale  shall  have  when  offered  in  evi- 
dence in  a  suit  in  another  State ;  and  that  they 
have  permission  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tho  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  **  further  to  ex- 
tend the  time  for  locating  Virginia  niliury  land 
warrants,  and  for  returning  the  process  thereon 
to  the  General  Land  Office ;"  in  which  they  ash 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Lbwis,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  pecitioa 
of  the  Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,  and  of  the 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Qeorgeiown, 

graying  for  charters;  and  of  the  Farmers  and 
lechaoics'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  praying  for  an 
extension  of  its  charter.*— Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

PETITION  OF  JOSEPH  FOBREST. 

Mr.  Yanobt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  tbe  petition  of  Joseph  Forrest, 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next.  The  report  is 
as  follows : 

That  in  the  month  of  May,  181S,  the  petitioner,  by 
his  agent,  chartsred  to  the  United  States  his  edioonar* 
called  the  William  Teaton,  to  take  a  cargo  of  provis- 
ions from  New  York  to  tbe  port  of  Laguira,  in  Sooth 
America.  The  oontnet,  aeeerding  to  the  covenants  of 
the  charter-party,  was,  that  the  petitioner  should  keep 
the  vessel  sooad,  tight,  and  strong ;  to  be  well  fitted 
and  provided  with  the  necessary  and  convenient  things 
for  such  a  schooner ;  to  find  the  neoeaniy  men  far  tbe 
^7^< «  to  employ  snd  pey  the  officers  and  men  far 
the  same ;  and  to  defrsy  aU  oUier  expenses  attending 
the  voyage ;  to  load  the  aaM  sehooner  by  the  SOth  of 
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PeHiion  of  Joieph  Fbrreti. 


H.  opR. 


May,  1818,  tod  then  to  proceed  to  Laguira  with  all 
convenient  and  practicable  expedition,  where  he  was 
to  discharge  the  cargo  with  oonvenient  despatch.  In 
consideration  of  inch  service,  the  United  States  cove- 
nanted with  the  petitioner  to  pay  him  for  the  cargo  at 
the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  every  barrel 
of  floar,  seventy-five  cents  for  every  half  barrel  of  flour, 
and  forty  cents  for  every  bushel  of  com,  as  the  full 
freight  and  compensation  for  the  vovage.  The  schooner 
arrived  at  the  port  of  Laguira  on  tne  firsfr  day  of  July, 
1812 ;  gave  notice  to  the  agent  of  the  United^Btates 
of  her  arrival ;  and,  between  the  14th  of  that  month 
and  the  1st  of  August  following,  about  two-thirds  of 
the  cargo  was  received.  On  that  day  a  Spanish  force 
entered  Laguira,  and  seised  the  vessel  with  about  one- 
third  of  the  cargo  on  board ;  that  part,  however,  was 
then  received  and  deposited  by  the  agent  of  the  United 
States ;  but  the  schooner  was  forcibly  taken  from  the 
officer  and  crew,  cairied  by  her  captors  into  Porto  Ca- 
bello,  and  condemned  by  the  Spanish  authorities,  upon 
the  ground  that  the  cargo  was  intended  by  the  Oov- 
emment  of  the  United  States  to  furnish  the  inhabitants 
of  Venezuela  with  provisions,  at  a  time  when  they  were 
in  a  state  of  insurrection.  It  appears»aIso  to  the  com- 
mittee, by  a  letter  from  the  petitioner,  addressed  to  a 
former  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  that  the 
vessel  remained  in  possession  of  the  captors  until  about 
the  1st  of  October,  when,  by  the  interposition  and 
friendship  of  Don  OniM,  she  was  restored  to  her  cap- 
tain  and  crew ;  iho  was  then  sold  by  the  captain  at 
auction,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  seizure,  delay,  and 
condemnation.  The  petitioner  asks  of  Congress  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  of  the  vessel  and  such  damages 
as  he  has  sustained. 

This  case  presents  some  features  of  hardship  to  the 
owner,  but  it  is  believed  no  legal  obligation  on  the 
United  States.  If  the  owner  has  sustained  damages 
by  a  breach  of  the  contract  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  or  its  agent  at  Laguira,  then  it  is  conceded  he 
is  entitled  to  a  compensation  equivalent  to  the  injury ; 
but  if  the  damages  which  have  accrued  to  him  were 
the  consequence  of  an  abuse  of  power  in  the  Spanish 
authorities,  or  an  illegal  and  hostile  act  of  that  Gov- 
ernment, it  is  believed  the  United  States  are  not  re- 
■ponsible  to  the  owner. 

The  committee  know  of  no  rule  by  which  more  jus- 
tice can  be  done  to  the  parties  than  that  afibrded  by 
the  terms  of  the  contract.  They  are  of  opinion  that, 
from  the  foregoing  facts,  these  terms  create  no  legal 
obligation  on  the  United  States  to  pay  for  the  vessel. 
They,  therefore,  recommend  to  the  House  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

JUtokfedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

WASBiHOTOir,  June  16, 1813. 

Sim :  In  conformity  to  the  request  which,  as  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures, 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  express  to  me  this  morning, 
relative  to  the  vessels  sent  out  with  the  donation  voted 
by  act  of  Congress  in  May,  1818,  for  the  relief  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Venexnela,  I  take  the  liberty  to  state  that 
the  said  vessels,  in  number  six,  say  two  from  the  re- 
apective  porta  of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Balti- 
more, arrived  in  the  port  of  Laguira  in  the  month  of 
J ane,  1 8 1 2.  Of  these  vessels,  addr ened  to  me  as  Con- 
lul  for  the  United  States,  one  only,  the  Independence 
of  Baltimore,  brought  with  her  a  regular  charter-party ; 
their  freights  being  paid  in  advance  before  their  de- 
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partnre  firom  America,  and  no  time,  except  in  this  one 
instance,  being  stipulated  as  to  the  discharge  of  the 
vessels.  The  Independence  arrived  on  the  Qth  June, 
was  immediately  unloaded  and  reloaded  for  account  of 
various  merchants  of  Baltimore.  She  was  cleared  by 
the  custom-house  for  Baltimore  on  the  17th  July,  181S, 
but  detained  by  a  general  embargo,  laid  by  order  of 
Miranda,  then  at  the  head  of  the  revolutionary  Oov« 
emment.  The  arrival  of  the  other  vessels  was  delayed 
until  the  27th  and  28th  of  June.  Bvery  exertion  was 
used>  for  their  prompt  unloading,  but,  owing  to  the . 
scarcity  of  lighters,  the  deranged  state  of  &e  town 
from  the  misfortune  of  the  26th  March,  and  finally  the 
impress  of  nearly  all  the  laborers  for  the  war  service, 
the  discharging  of  all  the  vessels  could  not  be  comple- 
ted before  the  country  came  again  under  the  Spanish 
yoke,  in  the  beginning  of  August,  insomuch  that  the 
Active  Trader  and  Cumberiand  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Maiy  of  New  York,  had  part  of  their  outward  cargoes 
on  board  at  this  period.  The  ship  Maty  and  Eliza  of 
Baltimore,  and  William  Yeaton  fram  New  Yorit,  were 
neariy  loaded  with  return  cargoes  on  freight  for  this 
country. 

I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  repel  the  charge  made 
against  me,  as  agent  for  the  United  States,  of  want  of 
due  diligence  on  my  part ;  it  being  impossible  for  any 
human  activity,  under  similar  dreumstances,  to  do 
more  for  the  prompt  unloading  of  the  vesssls  in  qnes* 
tion  than  was  done  by  me. 

For  the  subsequent  events  relative  to  the  vessels, 
their  libelling  and  condemnation  by  the  Spanish  au- 
thority at  Puerto  Cabello,  and  their  final  rsstitutioB 
on  appeal  to  Caraccas,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  yon  to  the 
protests  made  in  due  form  before  me  in  Laguira,  and 
which,  no  doubt,  will  accompany  the  documents  on 
which  the  daimants  found  their  demand  for  compen* 
sation  from  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  K.  LOWRY. 

T.  NxwTov,  Esq.,  Chairmanf  4*^ 

Phix.4iixx^bia,  February  14,  1814. 

I  consider  it  a  general  prindple  of  maritime  law, 
that,  as  the  owner  of  a  vessel  who  receives  goods  on 
freight  is  bound  to  use  due  diligence  to  convey  them 
to  the  port  of  destination,  and  jddiver  them  to  order, 
so  the  consignee  is  bound  to  use  due  diligence  in  re- 
ceiving those  goods,  and  fadlitating  the  vessel's  dis- 
charge. 

Each  party  is  answerable  to  the  other  for  any  injury 
that  may  arise  from  neglect  or  delay,  unless  satisfac- 
tory reasons  for  delay  can  be  assigned.  When  a  vessel 
is  to  deliver  an  outward,  and  take  in  a  return  cargo,  it 
is  customary  to  have  a  charter-party  executed,  in  which 
the  number  of  lay-days,  dbc.,  are  stipulated ;  but  when 
the  contract  is  simply  to  deliver  an  outward  cargo,  such 
charter-parties  are  not  necessary,  and  I  believe  not 
usuaL 

The  general  nries  of  law  are  then  to  be  resorted  to. 

I  took  the  liberty  of  stating  in  my  letter  to  Mr. 
Eppes,  that  if  the  agreement  for  canying  providonsto 
Laguira  had  been  made  between  Mr.  Clement  and  an 
individual,  and  the  same  circumstances  of  delay  in 
regard  to  receiving  the  goods  whidi  are  imputed  to  Mr. 
Lowry  had  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  agent  of  the 
fr«i«i«f«r   Mr  P.UffiMint  eoold  havc  Obtained  iaAieUl 


freighter,  Mr.  Clement  could 
rdiefi 
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Tlw  foragoiiif  Temarks  explain  the 
wittch  thii  opinioa  u  fonndedU 

Out  of  Mr.  Clemeiit's  Tctcli  aimed  at  Lagniia  on 
tha  87th,  and  the  other  on  the  aOth  of  Jane.  Three 
or  low  daye  would  have  been  eaffident  for  the  die- 
ehaife  of  the  whole  of  the  caigoee  eJlow  a  week ; 
on  thi  7th  of  July  they  oufl^t  to  have  been  diichaiged ; 
but  neither  of  them  waa  discharged  till  the  8th  or  9th 
of  Angoet. 

Wbuitever  damage  happened  after  the  expiration  of 
a  reaionable  time»  and  which*  in  ite  nature,  waafidriy 
impQtable  to  delay*  would  be  reeoreraUe  at  law  of  the 
fireigfater»  who  would  be  left  to  hie  remedy  against  his 
agent 

Mn  Lowiy,  it  is  underatood,  denies  the  charge-agaiust 
him*  It  is  a  lict  to  be  inquiied  into,  but  it  is  dMBmH 
to  conceire  why  the  captains,  wheee  duties  and  whose 
habits  are  to  lose  no  time  in  discharging  their  outward 
ca^gpfe  and  retoEning,  sheuld  have  tiifled  with  thatr 
ovnem?  interests  in  the  extraoidinaiy  manner  they 
mnot  iuure  done,  by  consuming  four  or  five  weeks  in 
doing  what  mii^t,  as  they  theoisslves  acknowledge, 
have  been  accomplished  in  one. 

But  Mr«  Clement's  right  to  compensation  does  not, 
I  think*  xesi  on  this  gnmnd  only. 

His  vassals  were  in  the  service  of  the  nation ;  he 
sailed  in  a  single  degree  under  the  protection  of  th« 
Uuled.  Statea ;  he»  therelbre,  was  bound  to  presume 
that  the  papers  he  received  from  them  were  competent 
topvDlectldm. 

it  was  not  lor  him  to  cast  about  lor  other  pesii|iorts 
or  deeumenli  of  any  kind  than  what  they  furnished 
him  with ;  and,  under  these  circumstances,  the  United 
Stales  must  be  considered  as  guarantying  his  admis- 
alon  and  his  safety  in  the  Spanish  ports. 

It  must  also  be  considered  as  an  engagement,  on  the 


part  of  the  United  States,  that  his  mission  should  not, 
fromili  nature,  expoee  him  to  any  extraordinary  dam- 
age. If  this  had  been  apprehended,  he  would  of  coume 
have  claimed,  and  been  considered  entitled  to,  a  larger 
compensation  for  the  risk  than  the  usual  amount  of 


Now  the  seizure  and  condemnation  which,  after  the 
first  detentions,  produced  the  additional  delay  and 
eventual  loss  are  founded  on  the  nature  cf  his  errand 
and  the  alleged  defect  of  the  proper  papers. 

Mr.  Clement's  conduct  throughout  appeai%  and  is 
admitted  by  the  agents  for  the  United  Sutee^  both  here 
and  at  Laguxra,  to  have  ^een  unblameable. 

Hb  vessels  took  in  their  respective  cargoes  here  with 
nnexceeded  promptness,  and  delivered  them  at  Lagnira 
in  perfect  order.  Nothing  was  done  by  him  or  his  cap- 
tains that  could  in  any  manner  produce  any  injury  or 
disadvantage  to  the  voyage, 

I  cannot  but  think  his  claim  on  the  justice  of  his 
ooontry  a  very  strong  one. 

W.  RAWLE. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  of  Vir- 
ginia, resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  OQ  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Wnvs 
and  Means,  and  the  subsequent  letter  from  Mr. 
Seeieury  Dallas. 

Mr.  E.  staled  that,  since  the  receipt  of  the  Sec* 
retary's  letter,  the  committee  had  revised  their 
report,  and  had  determined  to  recommend  its 
modification,  so  as  to  correspond,  in  so  far  as 
Chejr  belicTed  consistent  with  the  public  good, 


with  the  last  report  from  the  Treaaoty  Depnrw 
mcnt.  The  report  of  the  committee  having  been 
read  over,  the  first  resolution  having  been  read, 
which  proposes  to  continue  the  direct  tax,  and  to 
increase  the  same  fifty  per  cent. 

Mr.  E.,  after  some  introductory  remarka,  moved 
to  amend  the  report  in  conformity  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury's  report,  so  as  to  make  the 
addition  one^hundred  instead  of  fifty  per  cent. 

Mr.  OAKLgT,  of  New  York,  said  that  he  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  movioff  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment which  had  been  offered  to  the  reaoluiioa 
under  consideration  bv  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Mcaiw*  The  reaolation,  as 
originally  reported  by  that  committee^  ptopowd 
to  coolinne  the  eziating  dircet  tax  ana  ta  add 
fifty  per  cent*  to  the  amminu  The  Seevetnry  of 
the  Treasury  had  recomownded  an  inoteaae  of 
one  hundred  per  cenc^  and,  in  pnraoaBee  of  that 
recommendation,  the  committee  htd  dmeted 
their  chairmnn  to  make  the  modon  he  had  just 
submitted;  the  effect  of  which,  if  sneeeaafal, 
would  be  to  raite  by  the  direct  tax  six  millions 
of  dollars.  Hia  object,  Mr.  O.  said,  waa  to  go 
still  further,  and  to  raise  from  that  source  of  rev- 
enue seven  millions  and  a  half.  As  he  was  n 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
it  might  be  proper  for  him  here  to  stale,  lesl  he 
should  be  considered  as  oppoaing  ihe  report  of  the 
committee,  to  which  he  might  be  presamed  to 
have  agreed — that  they  were  maeh  divided  in 
opinion  as  to  the  point  now  in  question,  as  well 
as  to  several  others  emhmeed  in  the  report* 

The  honorable  chairman,  Mr.  O.  said,  liad  cor- 
rectly stated  that  the  plan  of  finance  edited  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  was,  to  miae  by 
customs,  and  direct  and  indirect  taxes,  a  aum  suf- 
ficient to  defny  the  expenses  of  the  Peace  Estab- 
lishment, and  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  old  debt, 
toother  with  the  interest  on  such  new  debt  aa 
might  be  incurred  from  year  to  year  by  the  war, 
and  to  rely  upon  loans  to  meet  all  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  war.  This,  Mr.  O.  presumed,  was 
to  be  considered  as  the  war  plan  of  finance,  which 
the  Administration  had  deemed  competent  to 
carry  the  country  safelj^  through  the  contest.  It 
was  to  the  errors  and  insufficiency  of  this  plan 
that  the  present  financial  embarrassmenu  of  the 
Government  were  fairly  to  be  attribmed*  The 
priocipal  featnre  and  great  defect  of  the  plan  wna, 
that  reliance  was  placed,  to  use  the  langon^  of 
the  Secretary  of  toe  Treasury,  on  "  the  national 
faith  tad  not  the  nttionai  wealth."  It  was,  sim- 
ply, the  plan  of  always  borrowing  and  never  pay- 
ing f  a  plan  which  would  necessarily  lead  to 
bankruptcy  either  in  an  individual  or  a  nation. 
Its  authors  seemed  to  hare  forgotten  or  disre- 
garded the  first  rudiments  in  any  correct  system 
of  finance,  which  would  have  taught  them  never 
to  contract  a  debt  without  creating  a  revenue 
sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  and  gradaally  die- 
charge  the  principal. 

Gentlemen  had  been  warned  of  the  inadequacy  of 
this  plan  of  finance  in  the  outset;  they  had  been 
told  that  there  waa  nothing  miracnloaa  in  this 
thing  celled  ^public  faith ;"  that  it  was  no  better 
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and  freqwotly  not  aa  good  as  the  faith  of  an  indi- 
vidual ;  aod  that  the  pnblic  creditor  would  look 
HOC  only  to  the  honestv  of  the  Gorernment,  but 
to  Che  means  proyideo  by  it  to  meet  its  engage- 
ments; indeed,  a  pledge  of  the  public  faith  by 
lapr  for  the  redemption  of  a  debt,  appeared  to  him 
entirely  superfluous;  inasmuch  as  it  was  always 
pledged  by  the  very  act  of  incurring  the  debt. 
Oentlemen  had  been  frequently  or|[«d  to  resort  to 
specific  pledgee  of  parts  of  the  existing  revenue 
to  secure  the  payments  of  the  loans,  with  a  view 
lo  obtain  them  on  more  farorable  terms.  They 
had,  however,  considered  such  pledges  unimpor- 
tant, and  had  gone  on  relying  upon  public  credit 
alone,  wiihont  taking  anv  steps  to  support  It,  un- 
til the  nation  was  literally  bankrupt.  They  had, 
indeed,  succeeded  in  making  some  loans  at  first 
on  very  unfatorahle  terms;  but  their  system  had 
at  length  entirely  exploded.  It  was  admitted  that 
their  last  attempt  nad  failed,  notwithstanding 
the  Gk)Ternment  had  beeh  prepared  to  accept 
terms  of  the  most  extra ragant  and  ruinous  char- 
acter. The  letter  of  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Treas- 
ury showed  that  there  was  a  deficit  in  the  ways 
and  means  provided  for  the  present  year  of  near 
fottrteen  mulions  of  dollars.  This  sum  it  was 
necessary  to  raise  immediately  to  meet  the  expei^- 
ditares  of  the  present  quarter  of  the  year.  In 
this  deficit  was  not  included  the  vast  amount  of 
unascertained  debt  which  had  arisen  from  ex- 
penditures not  comprised  in  the  general  estimate, 
and  for  which  no  specific  appropriations  had  been 
made  by  law;  bctt  which,  however,  had  as  fair  a 
claim  on  the  Grovernment  for  immediate  payment . 
as  any  other.  He  alluded  particularly  to  the  ex-  | 
penses  which  had  attended  tne  employment  of  the 
vast  bodies  of  militia  which  had  been  called  into 
the  public  service,  and  which  the  Qovernment 
did  not  now  possess  funds  to  meet. 

The  correctness  of  the  summary  view  he  had 
taken  of  the  defects  in  the  plan  of  finance,  he 
believed  could  not  be  questioned.    The  conse- 
quences of  these  defects  would  be  stronglv  exem- 
plified by  a  reference  to  the  manner  in  wnich  the 
last  loans  had  been  negotiated.    He  had  made  a 
statement,  which  he  would  submit  to  the  Com- 
mittee, and  which  he  believed  substantiallv  cor- 
rect, intended  to  show  in  a  succinct  point  orlight 
the  extent  of  the  sacrifice  which  the  Qovernment 
had  been  compelled  to  make  in  order  to  procure 
the  partial  supplies  which  these  loans  had  afforded. 
Bv  the  act  of  the  24th  of  March,  1814,  a  loan  of 
<pS5,000,000  was  authorhted.    Proposals  for  a  part 
of  that  loan,  being  $10,000,000,  were  invited  by 
the  Treasury  on  the  second  day  of  May.    Vari- 
ous  proposals  were  made,  and  the  Qovernment 
finally  contracted  for  the  sum  of  $9,795,056,  at 
the  rate  of  $100  in  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent,  for  eighty-eight  dollars  in  money. 
But  what  particularly  deserved  notice  in  this 
contract  was  the  condition  insisted  on  by  the  con- 
tr'actors  and  acceded  to  bjr  the  Qovernment.  that 
if  any  part  of  the  $25,000,000  loan  should  be 
made  by  the  Treasury,  on  terms  more  favorable 
to  the  lender,  the  same  should  be  extended  to 
that  contract — a  condition  the  most  injurious  to 


the  Government  that  could  have  been  devised — 
inasmuch  as  it  made  it  the  Interest  of  the  eon- 
tractors  to  depress  rather  than  to  sustain  the  price 
of  the  public  stocks. 

On  the  22d  of  August  proposals  were  again  in- 
vited for  $6,000,000,  as  a  part  of  the  loan  author- 
ized by  the  act  of  the  24th  of  March;  and  Qov- 
ernment, on  those  proposals,  contracted  for  the 
sum  of  $2,930,300,  beiuff  all  it  could  obtain  at  the 
rate  of  one  hundred  dollars  in  stock,  at  an  inter- 
est of  six  per  cent,  for  eighty  dollars  in  money. 
The  consequence  was  a  sacrifice  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  twenty  per  cent.,  not  only  on  the  amount 
thus  contracted  for  but  on  the  whole  of  the  con- 
tract for  the  $9,795,056;  the  holders  of  which,  by 
virtue  of  the  condition  annexed  to  their  contract, 
bad  a  right  to  demand  of  the  Government  a  pre- 
mium of  eight  percent,  in  addition  to  the  twelve 
per  cent,  they  had  already  received.  The  fol- 
lowing statement  wonld  give  a  view  of  the  extent 
of  the  loss  which  the  Government  had  suffered 
in  the  negotiation  of  these  loans. 
Amount  of  the  fint  oontract  -  .  .  $9,795,05$ 
Amount  of  the  second  oontract  •    S,9S0,300 

Total  contracted  for     ....  19,796,866 

Lots  to  the  Oovemment,  twehe  per  cent 
on  the  original  oontract  for  $9,705,050 

$1,176,866 

Twenty  per  cent  on  the  oon- 
tract for  $8,980,800   -        -      686,060 

Eight  per  cent  on  $9,796,066, 
in  consequence  of  the  con- 
dition annexed  to  the  fint 
oontract      ....      788,604 

One-foorth  of  one  per  cent  on 
$9,795,056  allowed  as  a  com- 
mission      ....        84,487 

One-foorth  of  one  per  cent  on 
$2,980,800  -        -  7,886 

ToUlloss  -        -        8,576,888 


Amount  of  stock  to  be  created  by  Govern- 
ment to  raise  the  snm  contracted  for      $15.808,889 

It  wonld  be  seen,  Mr.  O.  said,  from  this  state- 
ment, that  the  Treasurv,  in  order  to  raise  the 
snm  of  $12,725,356,  had  been  obliged  to  create 
stock  to  the  amount  of  $15,302,237,  and  had  thaa 
paid  a  premium  to  the  lenders  of  $2,576,^3,  or 
upwards  of  one-fifth  of  the  whole  amount 

Another  riew  of  the  second  contract  vb\f^i  be 
presented  which  would  be  still  more  striking. 
As  the  eight  per  cent  on  the  sum  of  $9,595,056 
were  lost  solely  in  consequence  of  that  contract, 
the  whole  ought  to  be  placed  to  its  account. 

The  statement  of  the  second  contract  wotild 
then  stand  thus: 

Amount  contracted  for   -        -        -        -  $8;NO,800 
Lofls,  80  per  cent  on  that  ana  $686^060 
Eight  per  cent  on  the  sum  of 

$9,796^056-        -        -        -    783,604 

One-fourdi  of  one  per  cent  com-       ^  ^^^ 
....        7,386 


mission 


Total  loss  on  second  contract 


1,876,990 


Amount  of  stock  to  be  created  by  the  sec- 
ond  oontract         -----  ^4,807,890 
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It  would  thus  appear  that  the  premiam  io  fact 
paid  by  the  GorerDnieat  for  the  sum  of  $2,930,300, 
was  $1,376,990,  or  very  nearly  fifty  per  ceoti 
When,  Mr.  O.  said,  (he  Treasury  was  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  negotiatioK  loans  on  term^  like 
these,  it  required  no  argument  to  prove  that  the 
finances  and  credit  of  tLe  nation  were  in  a  state 
of  utter  ruin. 

Mr.  O.  had  stated  the  one-fourth  of  one  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  contracts  as  one  item 
of  the  loss.  That  was  allowed  by  the  law  author- 
izing the  loan  as  a  commission  to  any  person  who 
should  collect  subscriptions  from  others,  and  was 
not  intended  to  be  given  on  any  sum  which  the 
contractor  might  offer  for  his  own  benefit.  It 
would  be  seen,  by  a  reference  to  the  report  of  the 
late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  more  than 
one-half  of  the  first  contract  (or  9^,795,056  was 
taken  by  an  individual,  for  anything  that  ap- 
peared, on  his  own  account;  yet  the  commission 
nad  been  allowed  to  him,  and  indeed,  had  been 
expressly  stipulated  for  in  his  written  proposals, 
which  could  not  have  been  necessary,  had  he 
been  entitled  to  it  by  the  terms  of  the  law.  He 
could  not,  therefore,  help  thinking.  Mr.  O.  said, 
that  in  this  instance,  it  had  been  paid  contrary  to 
the  spirit,  and  indeed,  to  the  plain  letter  of  the 
law. 

Mr.  O.  said,  he  had  entered  into  these  details 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  to  the  Committee  that 
a  total  and  immediate  change  in  the  system  of 
finance  hitherto  pursued  by  the  Administration 
was  absolutely  necessary.  It  was  the  first  step 
towards  that  reform  in  the  management  of  the 
finances  which  could  alone  restore  and  maintain 
the  public  credit.  Gentlemen  must  resort  now 
to  what  it  was  their  duty  lon^p  ago  to  have  adopt- 
ed— ^a  system  of  direct  and  internal  taxes,  sum- 
ciently  extended,  to  form  the  basis  of  loans.  To 
make  that  basis  firm,  the  proceeds  of  the  taxes 
must  be  adequate,  not  only  to  pay  the  interest, 
but  to  constitute  a  certain  fund  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  the  principal — and  must  be  specially 
pledged  to  the  public  creditor  by  law.  Had  this 
aystem  been  pursued  from  the  tN*gi'noing,a  much 
smaller  amount  of  taxes  would  have  been  neces- 
sary to  support  public  credit,  than  are  now  de- 
manded to  restore  it.  In  proportion,  as  the  state 
of  the  finances  was  desperate,  the  more  vtjeorous 
must  be  the  remedy  applied  for  their  relief. 

In  any  such  system  of  revenue,  Mr.  O.  said, 
the  direct  tax  was  undoubtedly  a  principal  fea- 
ture. He  had  always  thought  thai,  in  all  conn- 
tries,  land  was  the  legitimate  and  proper  object 
of  taxation,  whenever  the  public  exigencies  re- 
quired it.  But  in  this  country  there  were  some 
reasons  which,  in  his  judgment,  rendered  it  pe- 
culiarly, so.  ay  the  Constitution,  direct  taxes 
were  apportioned  among  the  several  States, 
according  to  their  representation  in  that  Hou^e. 
The  representation  of  the  States  holding  slaves, 
it  was  well  known,  was  greatly  increased  by  that 
species  of  population.  It  was  therefore  provided 
by  the  Constitution,  that  they  should  pay  a  greater 
proportion  of  every  direct  tax,  as  an  equivalent 
lor  the  undue  weight  which  they  thus  acquired 


in  the  (Government.  The  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  said,  that  the 
direct  tax  was  unequal,  and  therefore  objec- 
tionable; being  apportioned  among  the  States 
according  to  population,  and  not  according  to 
wealth.    In  any  other  state  of  things  than  ibat 

Presented  by  the  Constitution,  the  remark  would 
e  correct.  The  framers  of  that  instrument  in- 
tended that  it  should  be  unequal,  and  that  it 
should  enter  as  a  principal  part  into  every  sys- 
tem of  extraordinary,  it  not  ordinary  taxation, 
to  which  the  country  might  be  compelled  to 
resort. 

He  was,  therefore,  Mr.  O.  said,  in  favor  of  con- 
tinuing the  direct  tax  and  of  increasing  it  beyond 
the  amount  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  Indeed,  so  just  in  a  political  point 
of  view  was  it,  and  so  niuch  in  conformity  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  that  he  thought 
that  much  the  greater  part  of  the  revenue  now 
required  ought  to  be  raised  by  that  tax  alone. 
That  it  could  be  extended  greatly  beyond  the 
amount  proposed,  did  not  admit  of  a  doabt.  If 
gentlemen  would  advert  to  the  document  from 
the  Treasury  laid  on  their  tables  that  morning 
they  would  find,  if  they  would  make  the  neces- 
sary calculations,  that  in  those  States  where  the 
valuation  of  houses,  lands,  and  slaves,  had  been 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  existing  law,  the  ag- 
gregate proportion  of  the  tax  to  the  amount  of 
the  valuation  was  extremely  small.  In  New 
Hampshire  it  was  about  26  cents  in  the  100  dol- 
lars— in  Massachusetts  about  33 — in  Vermont 
about  30 — in  Rhode  Island  about  16— in  Con- 
necticut 13— in  New  York  28— Delaware  22— 
Maryland  14— North  Carolina  20 — and  Tennes- 
nessee  about  28.  Thus  in  no  case  was  the  pre- 
sent direct  tax  as  high  as  one-third  of  one  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  valuation,  and  in  some 
it  was  no  more  than  about  one-eighth  of  one  per 
cent.  And  the  average  rate  of  the  tax  in  aJi  the 
States  he  had  named,  was  not  more  than  one-fifth 
of  one  per  cent.  When  it  was  considered  that 
the  valuation  was  in  fact,  in  all  cases,  much  be- 
low the  real  intrinsic  worth  of  the  property,  it 
must  be  apparent  that  the  present  tax  coul^  be 
greatly  increased  without  becoming  burdensome. 
He  was  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  the  direct 
tax,  Mr.  O.  said,  for  another  reason.  It  operated, 
in  consequence  of  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, unequally  on  the  slaveholding  States,  or  in 
other  words,  generally  speaking,  on  the  Southern 
and  Western  States.  This  inequality  was  neces- 
sary to  countervail  the  unequal  operation  of  the 
internal  duties  on  the  Northern  and  Rastern 
States.  The  document  before  alluded  to,  if  ex- 
amined, in  reference  to  that  subject,  would  pre- 
sent some  striking  results.  He  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  gentlemen  to  the  last  page  of  the  doc- 
ument, which  contained  the  '^  aggregate  amounts 
of  internal  duties  ascertained  on  the  10th  of 
October,  1814,  to  have  been  received  in  each 
State  or  Territory."  Although  that  aggregate 
did  not, for  verjr  evident  reasons,  show  accurately 
the  amount  of  internal  duties  actually  accrued  in 
each  State,  yet,  when  it  was  considered  that  the 
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collectors  were  obliged  hj  law  to  make  their  re- 
tarns  at  rery  short  periods,  theamouot  known  at 
the  Treasary  to  have  been  received  at  any  given 
time,  was  tolerable  evidence  of  the  amount  ac*- 
erued  up  to  that  time.  At  all  events,  it  was  suf- 
ficiently exact  for  the  general  purposes  of  bis 
argument. 

He  had  made  some  calculations,  Mr.  O.  said, 
while  in  his  seat  that  morning,  from  the  data  of- 
fered by  that  document,  which  he  would  submit 
to  the  Committee.  Some  allowance  ought  to  be 
made  in  these  calculations  on  account  of  the  dif- 
ference before  alluded  to,  between  the  duties  re- 
ceived and  the  duties  accrued ;  but  he  believed, 
the  general  result  would  not,  in  any  case,  be 
materially  varied.  The  whole'amoont  of  internal 
duties  ascertained  to  have  been  received  on  the 
10th  of  October,  1814,  was  $1,491,385.  Of  this 
amount,  the  States  east  of  the  river  Delaware 
had  paid  $765,200;  and  States  sooth  and  west 
of  that,  including  all  the  Territories,  and  the  Dis- 
trict or  Columbia,  had  paid  $726185,  while  the 
former  had  seventy-four  Representatives  in  that 
House,  and  the  latter  one  hundred  and  eight.  In- 
cluding Pennsylvania  in  the  Eastern  division, 
it  would  appear  that  that  division,  with  ninetj- 
four  Representatives,  had  paid  $1,045483,  while 
the  South  and  West  with  eighty-fiVe  Representa- 
tives paid  only  $446,202.  The  State  of  Rhode 
Islano,  with  two  Representatives,  had  paid  more 
than  Tennessee  with  six,  and  as  much  nearly  as 
Kentucky  with  ten,  or  Ohio  with  six.  Connec- 
ticut, with  seven  Representatives,  had  paid  $58,- 
877,  while  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  with  sixteen  Re- 

Jresentativesj  had  paid  only  about  $65,000.  New 
ersey  with  six  Representatives  had  paid  954^202, 
and  Kentucky  with  ten,  $32,935.  The  State  of 
New  York  alone  had  paid  $303,694,  while  all  the 
Slates  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Georgia, 
North  and  South  Carolina,  Delaware,  and  Louis- 
iana, had  paid  only  about  $260,000;  while  the 
latter  had  fifty-three  Representatives  in  that 
House,  and  sixty-nine  votes  in  the  choice  of  a 
President  of  the  United  States,  while  the  former 
had  twenty-seven  Representatives,  and  twenty- 
nine  votes  for  President.  Under  the  Stamp  Act 
alone,  there  had  accrued  in  Massachusetts  during 
the  two  first  quarters  of  the  year,  $14,281,  and  in 
the  States  of  Delaware,  North  Carolina,  Ohio. 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Georgia,  there  had 
accrued  during  the  same  period  but  $19,435.  In 
Kbode  Island,  with  two  Representatives,  there 
liad  accrued  under  the  same  act,  and  for  the 
same  time,  more  revenue,  than  in  North  Caro- 
lina, with<  thirteen  Representatives — and  gen- 
tlemen would  find  the  same  ineqdality  running 
throughout  the  whole  system.  It  was  most  evi- 
dent, therefore,  that  the  political  power  and  in- 
fluence of  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States,  when 
compared  with  the  other  parts  of  the  Union,  held 
no  proportion  to  the  share  which  they  bore  of  the 
public  burdens. 

As  gentlemen  from  the  South  and  West  had 
always  contended  that  the  duty  on  domestic  dis- 
tilled spirits  pressed  very  unequally  on  that  part 
of  the  Union,  his  attention,  Mr.  O.  said,  nad 


been  drawn  particularly  to  that  subject.  He 
found  on  examination,  that  in  the  States  east  of 
the  Delaware,  there  had  accrued  during  the  first 
two  quarters  of  the  year  from  the  doty  on  licen* 
ses  to  distillers  $317,795,  and  in  the  States  south 
and  west  of  that  river  $439,602;  and  if  Penn- 
sylvan ia  were  added  to  the  eastern  division,  the 
States  south  and  west  would  pay  on  that  article 
only  $167,822,  while  the  East  would  pay  $589,- 
575.  Connecticut,  as  far  as  the  product  could  be 
estimated  by  the  amount  of  the  tax,  made  more 
domestic  spirits  than  Maryland,  Ohio,  South 
Carolina,  or  Georgia,  and  about  as  much  as 
either  Tennessee  or  Kentucky ;  and  the  State  of 
New  York  as  much  as  Delaware,  Maryland, 
North  and  South  Carolina,  Ohio,  and  Georgia 
together.  It  would  appear,  then,  that  the  idea 
that  the  tax  on  domestic  spirits  bore  unequally  oa 
the  Western  and  Southern  country  was  entirely 
erroneous — the  reverse  was  the  truth. 

Such  a  system  of  internal  duties,  Mr.  O.  said, 
he  considered  both  unjust  and  impolitic;  unjust, 
because  it  imposed  the  public  burdens  on  ona 
section  of  the  Union,  while  the  political  power 
resided  in  another ;  and  impolitic,  as  It  must  ne- 
cessarily tend  to  weaken  the  attachments  of  the 
people  to  the  Government.  The  States  ought 
not  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  Government 
in  proportion  to  wealth,  while  power  was  en- 
joyed according  to  numbers.  He  was,  for  these 
reasons,  Mr.  O.  said,  clearly  of  opinion,  that  the 
direct  tax  ought  to  be  increased  above,  and  the 
system  of  internal  duties  reduced  below  the 
amount  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  From  the  effect  of  this  general  prin- 
ciple, however,  he  was  willing  to  except  the  ar- 
ticle of  domestic  spirits;  although  the  duty  on 
that  article,  like  all  other  internal  duties,  opera- 
ted unequally  on  the  East  and  North,  he  thought 
it  a  proper  subject  of  taxation.  The  use  of  it  ia 
most  cases  was  a  vice — in  some  a  luxury,  and  ia 
very  few  a  necessary.  He  wished  to  increase 
the  duty  to  the  amount  recommended  bv  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasurv;  and  when  the  proper 
period  arrived,  he  would  move,  if  no  other  gen* 
tiemen  did  it,  to  amend  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  that  eflfect.  The 
Chairman  of  the  committee  had  thought  that  a 
duty  of  thirtjr  cents  on  the  gallon  would  operate 
as  a  prohibition  of  the  manufacture  of  the  arti- 
cle. When,  however,  it  was  recollected  that  im- 
ported spirits  bore  an  average  duty  of  fifty-eight 
cents  OD  the  gallon,  and  that  the  importation  waa 
almost  entirely  cut  ofi*,  he  could  not  doubt  but 
that  domestic  spirits  would  easily  bear  the  pro- 
posed tax  without  materially  lessening  the  con- 
sumption. 

Tnere  were  still  other  reasons,  Mr.  O.  said 
which  induced  him  to  be  in  favor  of  an  increase 
of  the  direct  tax,  and  to  give  it  a  preference  over 
any  system  of  internal  duties.  It  was  a  certain 
tax  in  its  product.  The  Government  could  not 
be  deceived  in  the  amount  they  calculated  to  de- 
rive from  it.  When  pledged  to  the  public  credi- 
tor, he  would  be  under  no  apprehension  that  the 
revenue  would  faU  him.  The  confidence  inspired 
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bj  any  system  of  reveoue  was  always  in  propor- 
tion to  the  certainty  of  itji  proceeds.  The  amount 
of  the  proceeds  of  this  tax  could  not  be  materi- 
ally varied  by  any  change  in  the  habits,  customs. 
or  Dusiness  of  the  people,  by  which  the  internal 
duties  were  always  more  or  less  affected.  It  was 
not  only  a  certain  tax,  but  it  was  easily  collected. 
It  employed  no  excise  officers  to  harass  the  peo- 
ple. The  assessments  It  required  to  be  made 
were  in  practice  under  the  State  laws  in  almost 
every  State.  In  addition  to  this,  the  mode  of 
collecting  it  was  an  effectual  security  against 
fraud  on  the  part  of  the  collector.  Re  could  not 
embezzle  any  part  of  the  tax  without  detection. 
This  was  a  consideration  of  no  small  impor- 
taoce,  when  it  was  considered  that  the  Govern- 
ment must  necessarily  often  make  improper  ap- 
pointments to  the  office  of  collector,  and  when 
It  was  sometime^  the  case,  that  considerations 
entered  into  the  appointment,  other  than  those  of 
the  integrity  and  capacity  of  the  candidate. 

He  was  further  anxious,  Mr.  O.  said,  for  an  in- 
crease of  the  direct  tax,  as  gentlemen  would  per- 
ceive, if  they  agreed  to  raise  an  additional  mil- 
lion and  a  half  from  this  source,  they  would  be 
able  to  dispense  with  the  taxes  on  leather,  can- 
dles, iron,  saddles^  bridles,  and  some  other  arti- 
cles of  real  necessity,  which  had'  been  placed  on 
the  list  of  new  taxes.  The  tax  on  leather  was 
particularly  objectionable.  It  was  proposed  to 
tax  it,  not  only  in  the  first  stage  or  the  manu- 
facture, but  in  harness^  boots,  saddles,  and  bridles; 
in  almost  every  shape  it  could  assume.  The  tax 
on  iron  was  in  truth  a  tax  on  the  farmer  and 
mechanic,  into  whose  business  it  necessarily  en- 
tered to  a  great  degree.  The  farmer  surely  would 
prefer  paying  his  tax  in  a  cross  sum,  assessed 
upon  his  farm,  when  he  could  know  the  amount 
demanded  of  him,  than  to  have  it  drawn  from 
him  indirectly,  and  to  an  extent  that  he  could  not 
well  estimate,  in  duties  on  all  the  leather,  and 
iron,  and  saddles,  and  bridles,  and  hats,  and  to- 
bacco, and  nails,  which  he  might  find  it  neces- 
sary to  purchase. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  was  utterly  opposed  to  this  sys- 
tem of  drawing  the  supplies  from  so  many 
sources,  aqd  running  into  all  this  detail  of  indi- 
rect taxation.  It  was  better  to  lay  hold  of  a  few 
prominent  objects  and  raise  the  money  from 
them.  Many  of  the  prooosed  internal  duties 
could  not  be  collected  at  all  by  means  of  an  ex- 
cise, which  was  always  odious  and  oppressive  to 
the  spirit  of  every  free  people.  These  smaller 
items,  therefore,  had  better  be  omitted.  They 
were  not  very  productive,  but  still  were  very 
vexatious  and  harassing.  It  was  better  not  to 
resort  to  them  at  all  until  other  resources  were 
exhausted.  They  might  be  reserved,  at  all  events, 
until  next  year;  when,  if  the  war  continued, 
there  would  be  ample  opportunity  to  include 
them  in  the  list. 

Gentlemen  would  perceive,  also,  that  many  of 
these  new  internal  duties  were  to  be  levied  on 
the  manufactures  of  the  country.  The  Govern- 
ment, Mr.  O.  said,  had  professed  a  great  regard 
for  the  ^*  infant  manufactures."    Iron  and  leather 


were  articles  of  common  use  and^iecessity ;  and 
it  was  as  esseiitial  to  national  independence  to 
protect  and  encourage  the  manufacture  of  these 
articles^  as  the  manufacture  of  cotton.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  determined 
to  give  up  the  tax  on  cotton  yarn.  He  approved 
of  that  determination ;  but  he  could  see  no  rea- 
son for  exempting  that  manufacture,  which  did 
not  apply  with  equal  or  greater  force  to  the  others. 
He  had  still  another  reason,  Mr.  O.  said,  for 
increasing  the  direct  tax  beyond  the  amount  rec- 
ommended by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  It  would  be  observed  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  had  recommended  ft  National 
Bank,  as  an  essential  part  of  his  plan  of  finance* 
Indeed  so  essential  did  he  consider  it,  that  it  ap- 
peared to  be  the  pivot  on  which  his  whole  sys- 
tem turned,  and  without  it  he  could  not  be  held 
at  all  responsible  for  the  success  of  his  plans. 
Although,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  was  friendly  to  a- Na- 
tional Bank,  organized  on  correct  and  independ- 
ent principles,  and  believed  it  necessary  to  a  safe 
and  easy  management  of  the  revenue,  he  could 
never  approve  of  such  a  bank  as  the  Secretary 
had  proposed.  It  contained  principles  which  ap- 
peared to  him  subversive  of  the  very  objects  the 
Secretary  had  in  view  in  its  establishment.  A 
bank  with  a  capital  of  (6,000,000  in  specie,  and 
$44,000,000  in  stock,  for  all  the  legitimate  purpo- 
ses of  banking,  was  in  truth  nothing  more  than 
a  bank  of  $6,000,000.  It  was  impossible^  in  the 
present  state  of  banking  credit,  that  such  a  bank 
should  loan  extensively  to  the  Gbvernmejit  with- 
out being  soon  reduced  to  the  situation  of  most 
of  the  other  banks  in  the  country.  The  effect  of 
it,  then,  would  be  still  more  to^  sink  the  public 
credit,  and  embarra^  the  financial  operations  of 
the  Government.  A  bank  to  succeed  must  he 
left  perfectly  free  to  pursue  its  o]aro  interests, 
without  the  interference  of  the  Government.  It 
must  proceed  in  the  outset  with  great  caution, 
and  on  a  limited  scale,  until  by  degrees  it  could 
draw  to  itself  the  public  confidence,  and  restore 
it  also  to  the  other  banking  institutions  in  tlie 
country,  and  thus  gradually  get  the  whole  ma- 
chine again  in  motion.  Whether  it  could  suc- 
ceed at  alt  was  extremely  problematical ;  but  it 
certainly  could  not  if  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  not  its  own  interests,  were  to  be  the 
guide  of  its  conduct.  There  were  other  objec- 
tions to  the  Secretary's  plan,  particularly  the 
agency  which  the  Government  was  to  have  in 
the  appointment  of  directors,  but  he  would  not 
dwell  on  them.  It  was  enough  to  observe  that 
unless  the  proposed  plan  of  the  bank  was  mate- 
rially modified,  there  was  every  reason  to  believe 
that  it  would  meet  with  no  support  from  the  ou- 
nority  in  the  House ;  and  perhaps  it  would  re- 
ceive but  little  in  any  shape.  As  there  were 
many  gentlemen  in  the  House  opposed  to  a  bank 
under  any  circumstances,  and  many  who  would 
dislike  its  details,  it  became  very  questionable 
whether  it  would  be  adopted  at  all.  Under  tb» 
view  of  the  subject,  it  became  important  to  ren-- 
der  the  system  of  revenue,  independent  of  the 
bank,  more  effectual  and  adequate. 
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In  erery  point  of  light,  therdbre.in  which  he 
had  been  able  to  consider  the  snojeet,  Mr.  O. 
said  he  was  satisfied  that  an  increase  of  the  direct 
tax  beyond  the  amount  recommended  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  essential. 
Without  it,  he  thought  the  system  incomplete, 
and  he  beliered  it  would  be  found  Ineffectual. 

Haring  thus,  Mr.  O.  said,  submitted  to  the 
Committee  the  remarks  that  had  occurred  to 
him,  to  show  that  the  disastrous  state  of  the 
finances  could  be  retrieved  only  by  an  immediate 
and  total  change  in  the  ruinous  system  hitherto 
pursued,  and  a  resort  to  a  vigorous  and  exten- 
sive plan  of  internal  revenue,  he  oueht  perhaps 
no  longer  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee. But,  feeling  as  he  did,  that  the  great 
addition  to  the  existing  burdens  of  the  people, 
which  was  about  to  be  heaped  on  them,  had  been 
rendered  necessary  by  the  war,  he  must  beg  the 
indulgence  of  the  Committee,  while  he  laid  be- 
fore them,  in  a  summary  manner,  his  views  of 
the  present  state  and  character  of  the  war,  and 
the  line  of  conduct  in  relation  to  it^  which  he 
felt  called  upon  to  pursue.  His  sentiments,  Mr. 
O.  said,  as  to  the  origin  of  the  war,  and  the  ob- 
jects for  which  it  was  avowedly  declared,  bad 
always  been  miform.  At  its  commencement  he 
thought,  and  he  still  thought,  that  it  was  unne- 
cessary and  inexpedientj  and  that  it  was  waged 
for  objects  unattainable  in  themselves,  and  if  at- 
tainable, unimportant,  when  considered  in  con- 
nexion with  the  immense  public  and  private  sac- 
rifice with  which  a  successful  pursuit  of  them 
most  necessarily  be  attended.  Adverting  to  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  war  was  de- 
clared, to  the  total  want  of  preparation  for  it, 
and  the  carelessness  manifested  by  its  authors 
about  its  ultimate  and  probable  consequences,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  history  of  human  folly 
and  rashness  could  not  present  an  act  so  enor- 
mous. When  he  considered  the  extent  of  individ- 
ual and  national  injury  growing  out  of  the  war ; 
the  essential  interests  and  rights  of  the  country 
staked  upon  its  issue;  the  treasure  which  has 
been  squandered,  and  the  blood  which  has  been 
shed  in  its  progress;  with  the  absence  of  all  ra- 
tional hope  that  it  could  be  brought  to  a  success- 
ful termination  with  the  means  which  had  been 
thought  adequate  by  the  Government  at  its  com- 
mencement—all of  which  had  been  distinctly 
pointed  out,  and  ought  to  have  been  foreseen  by 
its  authors— he  could  scarcely  resist  the  belief 
that  thev  had  acted  under  the  influence  of  a 
blind  ittiatuaiion,  which  bad  alike  set  at  defiance 
the  plainest  dictates  of  prudence,  and  the  lessons 
which  the  experience  of  every  age  had  taught. 

He  had  said  that  the  avowed  objects  of  the 
war,  in  its  commencement,  were  unattainable  in 
theoMetves,  and,  if  attainable,  too  unimportant  to 
justify  the  war  either  in  its  origin  or  continu- 
ance. That  they  were  now  impliedly  admitted 
to  be  so  by  the  Administration  itself,  appeared 
abundantly  from  the  documents  before  the  pub- 
lic. To  say  nothing  of  the  question  relative  to 
the  blockades,  about  which  there  was  no  sub- 
sun  tiai  difference  between  the  enemy  and  our- 


selves, he  would  confine  himself  to  the  "  princi- 
pal cause  of  war,"  which  had  arisen  out  of  the 
practice  by  the  enemy  of  impressine  from  our 
merchant  vessels  his  own  seamen.  It  could  not 
but  be  recollected  that  the  war  had  been  com- 
menced, as  far  as  it  related  to  this  branch  of  the 
qoarrelj  with  the  express  design  of  compelling 
the  enemy,  not  only  to  discontinue  that  practice 
in  point  of  fact,  but  to  sHfndate  by  treaty  that  it 
should  not  be  renewed.  This  Was  the  ground 
decidedly  taken  by  the  Administration,  many  of 
its  friends  had  gone  further,  and  insisted  that  the 
enemy  should  be  compelled  to  stipulate,  not  only 
to  abandon  the  practice,  but  also  to  surrender  the 
claim  of  rieht. 

That  such  were  the  views  of  the  Administra- 
tion, on  the  subiect  of  impressment,  at  the  com-' 
mencement  of  the  war,  and  such  the  concesatons 
from  the  enemy,  which  he  expected  to  obtain,  wa» 
apparent  from  its  declarations  at  the  time;  Xhm 
same  views  had  been  continued  and  the  same  in- 
tentions avowed  in  subseqaent  stages  of  the  war. 
If  gentlemen  would  advert  to  the  correspondence 
between  Admiral  Warren  and  our  Qovernment, 
soon  after  its  commencement,  they  would  find  the 
same  spirit  manifested.  He  did  not  know  that 
he  recollected  accurately  the  purport  of  that  cor- 
respondence. He  had  not  been  able,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  general  destruction  of  the  papers 
and  documents  of  the  House,  conveniently  to 
recur  to  it.  He  would  therefore  thank  any  gen- 
tleman on  either  side  of  the  House  to  correct  any 
impression  relative  to  it  which  he  might  appear 
erroneously  to  entertain.  He  would  then  allege 
that  the  Government  refused  to  accept  the  peace 
proffered  on  that  occasion  by  the  enemy,  on  the 
ground  that  no  peace  between  the  two  countries 
could  be  secure  or  of  long  continuance  unless  the 
subject  of  impressment  was  so  adjusted  in  the 
negotiation  that  the  practice  of  it  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  should  entirely  cease.  [Here  Mr. 
Jaokbon,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  observed,  that  as 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  desired  to  be 
corrected  in  any  erroneous  impression  he  mifht 
entertain  in  relation  to  the  correspondence  alluded 
to,  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  stating  that  the 
Qovernment  had  demanded  as  a  condition  of  its 
acceptance  of  the  armistice  offered  by  Admiral 
Warren,  that  the  enemy  should  agree  to  discon- 
tinue the  practice  of  impressment  during  the  ne- 
SDtiation  which  might  follow.]  Mr.  O.  said  he 
id  not  question  that  the  statement  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  was  substantially  correct.  Ad- 
mitting it  to  be  so,  he  said  the  spirit  of  the  con- 
dition insisted  on  by  the  Government  fully  bore 
him  out  in  the  remark  he  had  made  on  its  views, as 
manifested  in  that  correspondence.  If  the  Qov- 
ernment refused  even  to  assent  to  a  negotiation 
until  the  enemy  had  yielded  the  point  in  dispute, 
by  agreeing  to  discontinue  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment during  its  pendeocf ,  it  .could  hardly  be 
supposed  that  in  the  negotiation  itself  ii  was  not 
determined  to  insist  that  a  complete  abandonment 
of  the  practice  should  be  expressly  stipaUied.  He 
fell  justified,  therefore,  in  saying,  that  ti^e  Gov- 
ernment, in  the  correspondence  with    Admiral 
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Warren,  was  actuated  by  its  uniform  conviction 
that  no  treaty  of  peace  ought  to  he  made  with 
England,  in  which  the  question  of  impressment 
was  not  satisfactorily  adjusted. 

On  the  subject  of  the  refusal  to  accede  to  the 
armistice  offered  by  Admiral  Warren,  Mr.  O. 
said,  he  could  not  forbear  remarking,  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Administration  appeared  to  him  to 
have  been,  on  that  occasion,  not  less  rash  and  un** 
wise  than  in  the  declaration  of  war.  An  opportu- 
nity was  then  afforded  of  extricating  the  country 
irom  the  war  with  honor.  The  effect  of  the 
i)roposition  of  the  enemy,  if  acceded  to,  would 
lave  been  to  have  re-established  the  relations  of 
peace,  by  restoring  the  two  countries  to  the  state 
in  which  they  were  at  the  commenceroeot  of 
the  war — terms  which  the  Government  appeared 
willing  now  to  accept,  but  which  he  feared  could 
not  be  obtained  until  after  a  protracted  and  bloody 
contest. 

The  determination  of  the  Qovernment  to  ad- 
here to  thejrround  which  it  assumed  in  the  outset, 
on  the  subject  of  impressment,  was  fully  mani- 
fested in  the  earliest  instructions  to  our  Commis- 
sioners for  negotiating  peace.  As  far  as  its  views 
could  be  collected  from  those  parts  of  the  first  in- 
structions which  had  been  made  public,  and  which 
on  that  point  were  full  and  explicit,  it  was  abun- 
dantly evident  that  the  grand  object  of  the  nego- 
tiation was,  as  that  of  the  war  had  been,  to  obtain 
from  the  enemy  a  clear  and  precise  stipulation 
by  treaty,  that  the  practice  of  impressment  should 
be  abandoned.  If  gentlemen  would  look  at  these 
instructions  they  would  everywhere  see,  in  the 
first  stages  of  them,  the  same  spirit.  In  the  letter 
of  the  15th  of  April,  1813,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
after  observing  that  the  war  would  cease,  when 
the  enemV  should  respect  the  right  of  our  seamen 

iby  which  it  was  presumed  the  Secretary  meant 
Iritish  seamen  on  board  of  American  vessels)  to 
be  exempted  from  impressment,  had  declared  that 
the  proposition  made  bv  Mr.  Russell  to  the  Brit- 
ish Government  immediately  after  the  war,  and 
the  answer  given  bv  the  Department  of  State  to 
Admiral  Warren,  snowed  tne  ground  on  which 
the  United  States  were  willing  to  adjust  that 
controversy.  In  the  same  letter  it  was  again  de- 
clared, that  to  secure  the  United  States  against 
impressment,  ''a  clear  and  distinct  provision  must 
be  made  against  the  practice" — the  form  was  not 
material— all  that  was  required  was,  that  the  Brit- 
ish Government  should  ^*  stipulate  in  some  ade- 
quate manner  to  terminate  or  forbear  the  practice 
of  impressment  from  American  vessels."  Again, 
in  the  same  letter,  the  Commissioners  were  told 
that  the  great  object  they  had  to  secure  was.  '^  that 
our  flag  should  protect  the  crew,"  and  if  that 
was  not  done,  the  United  States  ^*  had  appealed 
to  arms  in  vain,"  and  that  if  their  efforts  to  ac- 
complish it  failed,  "  all  further  negotiation  would 
cease." 

In  the  letter  of  the  28th  of  January,  1814,  gen- 
tlemen would  find  it  declared  that  "  the  senti- 
ments of  the  President  had  undergone  no  change" 
on  the  imnortant  subject  of  impressment ;  that 
'  the  degrading  practice  must  cease,  our  flag  must 


protect  the  crew,  or  the  United  States  could  not 
consider  themselves  an  independent  nation;"  and 
we  were  further  fold,  that  in  agreeing  to  treat 
with  Great  Britain  directly,  "no  concession  was 
contemplated  on  any  point  in  controversy."  And 
in  the  letter  of  the  14th  of  February,  1814,  it 
would  be  seen  that  the  same  ground  was  main- 
tained even  in  the  event  of  a  peace  in  Europe. 

It  would  thus  be  manifest,  Mr.  O.  said,  fram  a 
view  of  the  official  documents  connected  withtbe 
origin  and  progress  of  the  negotiation  to  a  late 
period,  that  the  Government  Iwd  all  along  con- 
sidered a  stipulation  by  treaty  on  the  subject  of 
impressment  as  essential  to  any  secure  and  honor- 
able peace ;  that  it  had  assumed  that  ground  as 
the  main  object  of  the  war;  that  it  bad  deemed 
such  a  stipulation  not  only  attainable,  but  sufii- 
ciently  important  to  justify  the  war;  in  that  it 
had  been  made  a  "nne  qua  non"  to  any  treaty  of 
peace. 

It  was  true.  Mr.  O.  said,  that  the  GKnremment 
had  occasionally  varied  its  cround  as  to  the  limi- 
tation in  point  of  time,  of  the  stipulation  con- 
tended for,  and  bad  gone  very  far  in  tendering  to 
Great  Britain  an  equivalent  for  such  a  stipaia- 
tion.  It  had  even  gone  the  length  of  proposing, 
that  the  crews  of  our  vessels  should  be  mosterra 
previous  to  the  voyage,  and  be  subjected  to  the 
examination  and  scrutiny  of  British  Consuls  or 
commercial  agents.  A  regulation.  Mr.  O.  said, 
almosL  if  not  altogether,  as  degrading  as  the  prac- 
tice of  impressment  itself,  and  much  more  inju- 
rious to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  country. 
But,  notwithstanding;  these  concessions  on  subor- 
dinate points,  the  stipulation,  in  its  principal  fea- 
ture, had  been  constantly  adhered  to  in  every  in- 
siructioo  to  our  Ministers,  down  to  the  85th  of 
June,  1814. 

A  little  previous  to  that  time,  Mr.  O.  said,  gen- 
tlemen would  recollect,  that  authentic  in telJ^eoce 
was  received  in  this  country  of  the  dethronemeoc 
of  the  late  Emperor  of  France.  That  event  made 
it  certain  that  peace  would  not  ooly  be  restored 
in  Europe,  but  would  be  restored  under  circum- 
stances rendering  futile  any  expecution  which 
might  have  been  entertained  by  our  Government 
of  reaping  any  advantage,  in  the  contest  with 
England,  from  the  power  or  influence  of  France. 
The  effect  of  this  on  the  Administration  bad  cer- 
tainly been  to  lower  its  tone  on  the  subject  of 
impressment.  In  the  letter  to  our  Ministers  of 
the  25th  of  June,  1814,  the  first  appearance  was 
manifested  of  a  design  to  recede  from  the  main 
ground.  In  that  letter  our  Commissioners  were 
instructed^  that,  in  case  no  stipulation  could  be 
obtained  from  tne  British  Government,  either  re- 
linquishing the  claim  of  impressment,  or  discon- 
tinuing the  practice,  they  were  at  liberty  to  agree 
to  an  article,  referring  tbe  subject  to  a  future 
neffotiation.  The  Government,  however,  still 
looked  forward  to  an  eventual  arrangement  of  the 
difference  on  this  point,  similar  to  that  for  whick 
it  had  uniformly  been  contending.  An  uliimale 
stipulation  .by  treaty,  discontinuing  the  practice 
of  impressment,  was  still  its  object  and  intention. 
Two  days  afterwards,  however,  Mr.  O.  aaid,  the 
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riews  of  the  Government  underwent  a  farther 
:baDge,  and  "on  mature  consideration"  it  was 
ietermined  to  abandon  the  whole  ground.  In  the 
etterof  the  27th  of  June,  the  Commissioners  were 
old  that  they  might  "omit  any  stipulation  on  the 
labject  of  impressment  if  found  indispensably  ne- 
cessary to  terminate  the  war." 

It  was  thus  apparent,  Mr.  O.  said,  that  a  war, 
lommenced  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  the 
i'vhts  of  the  nation,  which  its  authors  considered 
ssentially  violated  by  the  impressment  of  Brit- 
sh  seamen  from  our  vessels,  was  to  have  been 
concluded  by  an  absolute  abandonment  on  the 
>art  of  the  Government,  of  all  the  grounds  on 
^hich  it  had  been  declared,  and  the  country,  after 


to  him,  from  the  consideration  that  they  had  be- 
|run  the  war  without  preparation,  had  conducted 
It  without  vigor,  and  had  determined  to  give  it 
up  entirely  as  soon  as  they  knew  that  the  fate  of 
France  was  decided.  He  did  not  mention  this 
as  an  impeachment  of  the  motives  of  the  Admin- 
istratioo.  Deeming  the  war  just  and  expedient, 
they  might  have  thought  that  prudence  and  sound 
policy  required  them  to  take  the  opportunity  af- 
forded by  the  state  of  things  in  Europe,  to  attack 
the  enemy  to  advantage,  in  the  hope  of  thus  com- 
pelling him  to  make  concessions  which  they  could 
not  expect  to  obtain  by  an  exertion  of  their  own 
means.  How  far  the  friends  of  the  Administra- 
tion might  discern  in  this  consideration  an  ex- 


wo  years  of  suffering  and  sacrifice,  the  extent  of   cose  for  the  evident  rashness  of  the  attempt,  be 


;vhich  was  even  now  little  understood,  but  which 
nroold  be  felt  for  generations  to  come,  was  to 
lave  been  placed  in  the  same  situation,  as  it  re- 
ipected  the  question  of  impressment,  in  which  it 
itood  at  the  commencement  of  the  war.  This 
ibandonment  of  the  original  objects  of  the  war 
nras  not  only  total,  but,  in  its  efiect,  perpetual. 

The  Government,  after  having  published  to  the 
memy  its  intentions  to  have  conceded  the  point, 
ioald  scarcely  hope  to  revive  its  claims  with  suc- 
;es8  in  any  future  negotiation. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  would  submit  to  gentlemen, 
whether  he  was  not  borne  out  by  the  facts  ap- 
>earing  on  the  face  of  the  docaments,  when  he 
ep<ated  that  the  avowed  objects  of  the  war  were 
tnattainabie  by  it ;  or,  if  attainable,  too  unim- 
)ortaot  to  justify  either  its  commencement  or 
sontinuanee ;  and  that  they  were  now  impliedly 
idtnitted  to  be  so  by  the  Administration  itself. 
IVould  it  be  said,  asked  Mr.  O.,  that  the  unex- 
pected peace  in  Europe  had  defeated  the  hopes 
which  the  Government  bad  entertained  of  bring- 
ing the  contest  to  a  sncceasful  issue?    He  had 
believed  that,  to  the  rashness  of  plunging  the 
country  into  the  war,  the  authors  bad  added  the 
folly  of  relying  for  its  success,  more  on  a  favor- 
able course  of  events  in  Europe,  than  on  the 
strength  and  resources  of  their  own  country.   He 
did  not  wish  by  this  to  be  understood  as  enter- 
taining a  belief  that  the  war  had  originated  in 
any  concert  with  France,  or  with  a  view  to  pro- 
mote her  interests.    He  knew  of  no  satisfactory 
evidence  to  support  such  a  belief,  tboush  it  had 
certainly  been  entertained  by  many  in  this  eoun- 
try ;  and  so  striking  had  been  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  war  had  been  declared  so  well- 
timed  in  point  of  fact  had  been  the  blow  aimed  at 
Kngland,  and  which,  through  her,  reached  her 
allies,  that  he  had  authority  for  saying  that,  in 
Kurope,  the  impression  was  general,  however 
unjust,  that  the  war  had  originated  in  a  coinci- 
dence of  views  and  objects  between  our  Govern- 
ment and  the  French  Emperor ;  that  we  had  now 
xio  friend  on  that  Continent,  and  that  the  ear  of 
every  European  Court  was  closed  against  us.  He 
meant  merely  to  state  his  own  conviction,  he  said, 
that  the  authors  of  the  war  had  rested  chieflv  on 
the  success  of  France  for  a  favorable  issue  or  the 
contest ;  that  they  had  done  so  in  some  degree 
did  not  now  seem  to  be  denied.    It  was  evident 


could  not  conjecture.  He  could  say,  however, 
that  he  never  expected  to  see  any  honest  states- 
man, who  was  at  the  same  time  a  wise  one,  com- 
pelled to  lay  before  his  country  such  an  apology 
for  the  failure  of  the  war. 

Mr.  O.  said,  he  was  aware  that  it  had  been 
attempted  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that  our  Gov- 
ernment had  abandoned  the  grounds  on  which 
the  war  was  commenced,  by  resorting  to  a  train 
of  reasoning,  in  his  judgment,  entirely  deceptive. 
It  hid  been  said  that,  as  exemption  from  the  prac- 
tice of  impressment  was  the  object  of  the  war, 
and  as  it  had  been  continued  until  the  practice 
had  in  fact  ceased  by  the  peace  in  Europe,  that 
object  had  been   '^essentially  obtained  for  the 
present."   If,  indeed,  the  practice  of  impressment 
had  ceased  in  consequence  of  the  peace  in  En- 
rope,  it  had  done  so  because  Great  Britain  had 
chosen  to  discontinue  it  for  considerations  grow- 
ing out  of  her  own  convenience,  and  depending 
entirely  on  her  own  will.    The  war  had  in  no 
degree  contributed  ta  produce  that  effect.    To 
say  that  the  object  of  the  war  had  been  essen- 
tially obtained,  because  the  practice  of  impress 
meat  had  ceased,  when  it  had  not  ceased  in  con- 
sequence of  the  war,  appeared  to  him  a  course  of 
argument  entirely  unsupported.  In  no  sense,  then, 
could  the  war  be  considered  as  having  succeeded. 
If  peace  were  made  to-morrow,  it  would  have 
produced  no  state  of  things  advantageous  to  the 
united  States  which  woiud  nr  i  exist  without  it, 
and  the  country  would  be  placed  in  no  respect  in 
a  more  eligible  situation  than  u  would  be,  had  it 
never  been  declared. 

It  must  be  evident,  he  thought,  from  the  obser- 
vations he  had  offered  to  the  Committee,  that 
the  Administration  stood  committed  to  the  coun- 
try in  the  most  serious  manner.  They  bad  in- 
volved it  in  war  for  objects  which  t^ey  had  failed 
to  obtain,  and  which  they  had  now  lost  all  hope 
of  obtaining;  and  they  were  unable  to  make 
peace,  though  they  were  prepared  to  accept  it  on 
terms  which  had  once  been  ofiiered  to  them.  Yiew- 
iog  their  conduct  in  this  light,  considering  the 
feeble  manner  in  which  they  had  conducted  the 
war  in  all  its  stages,  how  they  had  misapplied  the 
means,  and  exhausted  the  resources  of  i,^^  coun- 
try in  fruitless  attempts  at  conquest,  which,  if 
successful,  would  be  useless  5  and  looting,  as  he 
did,  with  serious  alarm  to  the  ftiture  coo^equences 
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of  their  errors,  be  felt  bound  to  express,  an  opin- 
ion thus  publicly^  that  they  were  not  competent 
to  direct  the  aflairs  of  this  nation  in  the  present 
crisis,  and  that  no  rational  hope  could  be  enter- 
tained that  any  peace,  which  tne  real  friends  of 
the  country  could  approve,  would  ever  be  obtained 
under  their  auspices. 

With  such  impressions,  and.  feeling  as  he  did, 
little  confidence  that  any  means  which  miffht  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Administration  for  the 
support  of  the  war  and  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, would  be  employ^  with  any  better  effect 
than  heretofore^  he  had  thought  much  of  the 
course  which  he  ought  to  adopt  when  the  ques- 
tion of  supplies  should  come  before  the  House. 
The  result  had  been,  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  vote  for  supplies,  and  to  assist,  as  far  as  he  was 
able,  in  the  organization  of  a  system  of  revenue 
calculated  to  make  these  supplies  certain  and 
adequate.  He  should  therefore  give  his  support 
to  such  parts  of  the  plan  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  as  appeared  to  him  to  operate 
with  tolerable  equaliiv  on  the  different  sections 
of  the  Union  ;  and  if  he  proposed  ao^  alterations 
they  would  not  be  calculated  to  diminish  the 
amount  of  revenue,  but  to  vary  the  sources  from 
which  it  was  to  be  drawn. 

He  was  aware,  he  said,  that  he  might  be  told 
that  he  had  pursued  a  different  course  when  the 

?[ttestion  of  supplies  was  under  consideration  at  a 
ormer  session  of  Consress.  He  certainly  had 
done  so,  and  hence  be  lelt  it  incumbent  on  him 
to  state  the  reasons  which  actuated  him  on  both 
occasions.  He  trusted  his  friends,  with  some  of 
whom  he  might  differ  on  this  point,  would  see, 
from  the  view  he  had  taken  in  the  coarse  of  his 
remarks,  that  anv  change  of  conduct  which  might 
be  attributed  to  him  in  this  respect,  had  not  arisen 
from  any  change  in  his  opinions  of  the  political 
character  of  the  Administration, 
t  Mr.  O.  said,  as  long  as  the  war  was  waged  on 
the  principles  on  which  it  had  been  commenced, 
as  long  as  it  was  an  offensive  war,  a  war  to  pro- 
tect British  seamen  on  board  of  American  mer- 
chant vessels— and  when  the  Administration  had 
refused  to  accept  an  offer  of  peace  from  the  ene- 
my on  terms  which  he  thought  comported  with 
the  interests,  and  did  not  infringe  the  honor  of 
the  nation — it  had  met  his  decided  disapproba- 
tion. He  had  thought  it  not  only  unnecessary 
and  inexpedient,  but  unjust.  To  a  war  com- 
menced on  such  principles,  and  waged  for  sooh 
objects,  he  could  never  lend  any  countenance  or 
support.  When,  therefore,  on  a  former  occasion, 
he  had  been  called  upon  to  grant  supplies  for  car- 
rying on  the  war,  he  had  felt  it,  in  common  with 
bis  friends,  to  be  his  doty  to  vote  against  them ; 
and  if  the  majority  of  the  House  had! at  that  time, 
adopted  a  similar  course,  the  Aa  ministration 
Would  have  been  compelled  to  have  made  a 
peace,  upon  terms  which  could  then  have  been 
obtained,  and  which  they  had  since  in  vain  at- 
tempted to  obtain. 

But,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  now  considered  the  war, 
in  point  of  fact,  as  essentially  changed.  It  was 
now  strictly  a  war  of  defence^we  were  attacked 


on  every  side.  lAstead  of  eonqneriiig  thm  tatwkjh 
territory,  a  part  of  oor  own  was  in  his  hamda. 
We  were  called  on  to  repel  invaaion  cm  every 
quarter.  The  enemv,  losing  sight  of  his  own  in- 
terests, and  actuated  by  ambition  or  a  desire  of 
revenge,  and  feeling  no  donbt  a  eontempc  for  the 
power  and  resources  of  the  conntrf,  which  the 
feeble  conduct  of  the  Administration  waa  too  well 
calculated  to  inspire,  had  made  dcman^a  which 
rendered  peace  impossible,  nnless  on  terms  which 
violated  the  essential  interests  and  honor  of  the 
country.  The  war,  therefore,  was  in  fact  a  new 
war,  to  be  waged  on  new  principiesy  and  for  new 
objects.  As  long  as  it  centinned  to  be  waged  for 
such  objects  and  upon  soch  principiesyand  aa  long 
as  the  enemy  persuted  in  nis  present  demands, 
the  war  most  be  carried  on.  the  conntry  must  be 
defended ;  and  it  was  to  be  hoped,  with  a  pronect 
of  success,  when  the  power  and  resources  of  the 
loation  should  be  placed  in  abler  hands. 

If  any  plan  could  be  devised  for  furnishing  and 
applying  the  supplies  for  the  war,  without  pUciag 
them  at  the  disposal  of  the  present  Admin istratioii, 
Mr.  O.  said  he  should  seize  it  with  avidity.  He 
knew  of  none,  without  resorting  to  principles  and 
acts  of  a  revolutionary  oharaeter,  which  would 
put  at  hazard  the  existence  of  the  National  (aov- 
ernment.  The  men.  in  power  were  the  Consiitn- 
tional  organs,  through  which  the  Govemmeat 
must  be  adminisieriN,  while  they  continued  to 
hold  it.  He  should  therefore  vote  lor  the  supplies. 
He  should  act  on  this  occasion  aa  he  would  u  the 
granting  of  them  depended  on  his  vote  alone.  If 
they  were  withheld,  and  the  Adausistatisa 
should  refnse  to  resign,  the  Gtovecnmeat  would 
be  dissolved  and  the  conntry  mined.  If  they  were 
granted,  it  was  barely  posathle,  that,  under  tbeh 
management,  it  could  be  saved. 

While  such  were  declared  to  be  his  views,  Mr. 
O.  said,  as  to  the  war  binder  its  present  a^Mct 
and  to  the  supplies  aeeessary  for  carrying  it  on, 
he  must  be  permitted,  again  and  again,  to  say, 
that  he  had  little  hope  that  it  would  be  conduetfid 
with  success  or  brought  to  safe  and  hoamable  issue 
by  the  men  now  in  power.  He  should  con- 
stantly repeat  that  the  whole  responsibiUtT  of  the 
disastrous  state  of  our  affairs  rested  solelv  on 
them.  They  were  responsible  for  having  dccurcd 
the  war  without  necessity  and  for  objects  unat- 
tainable and  unimportant— »ibr  having  conducted 
it  without  vigor  or  foresight — for  having  ruined 
the  finances  of  theeottntry-"and  for  having  com- 
pelled a  resort  to  this  extensive  and  burdensome 
system  of  taxes  as  the  only  means  of  preveatiiy 
absolute  national  ruin.  The^  were  responsible, 
too,  for  the  new  character  which  the  war  had  as- 
sumed. But  for  the  war,  the  British  Qovemaaent 
could  never  have  made  the  demands  which  had 
now  been  aet  up; — the  pointa  now  in  dispute 
between  the  two  countriea  could  never  havebcca 
brought  into  queation.  They  had,  therefore,  nev 
staked  the  easential  rights  and  honor  of  the  na- 
tion on  the  issue  of  a  conteat  which  in  the  natoie 
of  things  most  be  always  doubtful.  Whaieter 
sacrifice,  therefore,  the  country  might  he  nlti- 
mately  obliged  to  make  for  the  sake  of  peace, 
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would  be  josliy  char»e«,hle  to  the  rasbaess  aod 
folly  which  had  invonred  it  in  the  war. 

The  only  radical  cure,  Mr.  O.  said,  for  the  erils 
under  which  the  eoun  try  suffered^  would  befouod 
in  a  change  of  Administration.  That,  he  feared, 
could  not  be  hoped  for  except  throoch  the  process 
pointed  out  by  the  Constitution.  From  the  or- 
ganization of  the  extensive  branch  of  our  Qo?- 
ernment,  the  operation  of  public  opinion,  especially 
on  our  foreign  relations,  was  slow.  In  England, 
the  fiftieth  part  of  the  disasters  and  disgrace, 
which  attended  the  progress  of  the  war,  would 
have  driven  the  most  powerful  Ministry  from 
their  places.  In  this  country  the  effect  was  not 
80  speedy,  but  he  trusted  it  would  be  as  certain. 
The  people  had  the  remedy  in  their  own  hands, 
and  he  did  not  doubt  they  would  apply  it.  He 
should  not  cease,  as  far  as  depended  on  him,  to 
keep  before  the  public  eye  the  real  authors  of  the 
ruin  with  which  we  are  threatened.  If  the  peo- 
ple wished  to  put  an  end  to  this  destructive  war, 
if  they  wished  to  see  public  and  private  happiness 
restored,  they  must  place  other  men  in  power.  If 
the  country  was  not  to  be  irretrievably  ruined — 
if  its  flag  was  not  to  be  strucit,  as  the  flag  of  the 
Administration  bad  been,  it  must  wave  over  other 
heads  than  those  which  had  hitherto  directed 
this  war. 

Mr.  £pp£s  replied  to  a  part  of  Mr.  O^j^lbt's 
speech,  and  opposed  his  motion. 

Mr.  Oakley  explained. 

Mr.  Wriqbt.  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, and  replied  to  Mr.  Oaklet. 

Mr.  Oakley's  motion  to  amend  Mr.  Eppfia's 
amendment,  was  ni^gatived  by  a  considerable  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Eppes'b  motion  was  then  agreed  to  by  as 
large  a  majority. 

The  second  resolution  pext  came  under  consid- 
eration, which  proposes  to  add  to  the  duty  on 
the  capacity  of  the  still  a  duty  of  twelve  and  a 
half  cents  per  gallon  on  the  quantity  of  spirits 
distilled. 

Mr.  Eppes  moved  to  amend  it,  so  as  to  make 
the  new  duty  fifteen  cents,  instead  of  twelve  and 
a  half,  per  gallon. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  moved  to  make  the 
additional  duty  twenty-five  cents. 

This  motion  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Wrigbt, 
of  Maryland,  and  opposed  at  considerable  length 
by  Mr.  McKee. 

Mr.  LowMDES,  of  South  Carolina,  with  a  vi^w 
io  affording  further  time  for  reflection  on  the 
amended  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise. 

Previous  to  rising — 

Mr.  Eppes  laid  upon  the  table  resolutions  em- 
bracing the  further  amendments  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  proposed  to  make  to 
tbieir  report,  viz :  a  combination  of  a  tax  on  pa- 
per, and  an  increase  on  the  carriage  tax,  to  pro- 
dace  double  the  present  amount  of  the  carriage 
ta2  ;  a  classification  of  the  licenses  to  retailers, 
and  an  increased  duty  thereon ;  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  National  Bank. 

And  then  the  Committee  rose.— -A^jouiAed. 


Satosdat,  October  22. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Ohio,  Immmb 
KiLBOURN,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a  loan  for  a 

sum  not  exceeding dollars ;  which  was  read 

twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Tnesday  next. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Gkorgia,  from  the  Milttanr 
Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  ameB4l- 
ments  of  the  Senate  to  the  resolutions  in  honor 
of  Generab  Brown,  Scott,  Gaines,  Macomb^  Rip- 
ley, Miller,  and  Porter,  recommended  a  disagree- 
ment to  the  same ;  which  report  was  concurred  io. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  further  extending 
the  time  for  locating  Virginia  Military  Land 
Warrants,  and  for  returning  the  surveys  to  the 
General  Land  Office,  was  twice  read,  and  oom- 
mitted. 

WAY8  AND  MBANa 

The  House  asain  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  aod  Means. 

The  resolution  for  increasing  the  tax  on  8piri^ 
distilled  being  still  under  consideration,  and  Mr. 
Fisk's  motion  to  insert  twenty- five. cents  per 
gallon  (in  addition  to  the  present  tax  on  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  still)  being  the  question  inunedi- 
ately  before  the  Committee — 

Mr.  Bayly  said,  there  was  a  difficulty  in  vot- 
ing for  the  proposition  before  the  Committee, 
until  thev  bad  decided  the  principle  by  which  the 
tax  should  be  raited — whether  entirely  upon  the 
capacity  of  the  still,.as  the  law  now  is,  or  ttp«Hi 
the  product  of  the  stiil,  or  upon  botb^.as  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wavs  and  Means  had  recommended* 
I  consider,  said  Mr.  B.,  as  I  alwajrs  havC}  this  ar- 
ticle as  a  necessary  and  proper  subject  of  taxation ; 
but,  as  to  the  best  manner  of  laying  and  collect- 
ing the  tax,  to  make  it  productive  to  the  Treas- 
ury and  agreeable  to  the  people,  I  differ  from  the 
honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  It  is  not  probable  that  any  system  of 
taxation  could  be  formed  that  would  please  all 
parts  of  the  United  Slates  \  and  in  discussing,  a 
tax  which  will  be  paid  by  some  States,  or  parts  qf 
States,  more  than  other  States,  we  ousht  to  re- 
member that  there  are  other  articles  in  this  report 
proposed  to  be  taxed,  which  will  balance  and 
equalize  the  burden,  so  th|it,  taking  the  whole  sys- 
tem, there  will  be  no  cause  of  complaint  by  any 
other  State,  of  paying  more  into  the  Treasury 
than  their  proportion.  It  is  admitted  by  all  that 
the  tax  will  be  paid  almost  entirely  by  the  con- 
sumer, and  that,  whenever  a  high  duty  was  laid 
upon  any  article,  the  price  would  therefore  be 
raised  in  the  marxet.  It  would  seeoi)  that,  as  thfi 
Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States  consoflie 
much  of  domestic  spiriu,  they  would  in  fact  rai^e 
the  priee  in  the  market,  and  thereby  enable  the 
distiller  to  advance  the  tax,  which  would  eventu- 
ally be  paid  by  the  United  Sutes.  But,  this  tax 
may  be  so  heavy  as  to  put  down  some  of  the  djia- 
tilleries,  (espeeUlly  the  small  ones,)  and  the  rev- 
enue from  this  arUele  thereby  fail  5  and  Co^kgcea^ 
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ou^ht  to  be  caatioQs  that  they  do  not  ux  the 
article  so  as  to  destrof  the  cootemplated  revenue 
which  they  expect  to  derive  from  it.  But,  1  can- 
not agree  to  this  double  mode  of  taxing  the  capa- 
city of  the  still  and  the  product.  1  am  opposed 
to  the  present  tax  upon  toe  capacity  of  the  still; 
it  is  unequal  and  inconreoient.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  states  the  tax,  now  established 
by  law,  eqdal  to  a  duty  of  five  cents  a  gallon  on 
Ibe  spirits  distilled.  With  some  distilleries,  ihis 
may  be  the  case;  and  distilleries  on  a  large  scale, 
and  in  great  perfection,  perhaps,  it  will  not  amount 
to  more  than  two  and  a  half  cenu  on  the  gallon 
distilled.  In  small  distilleries,  such  as  are  used 
by  farmers,  it  will  amount  to  not  less  than  ten 
cents,  and  often  fifteen.  It  was  inconvenient, 
because  the  farmer  was  compelled  to  be  at  much 
trouble  in  obtaining  the  license,  which  he  could 
not  obtain  for  a  shorter  time  than  two  weeks, 
although  he  might  not  have  a  use  for  his  still  half 
that  time.  The  only  reason  the  honorable  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  gave 
for  continuing  the  present  tax,  was,  that  it  would 
be  a  guide  by  which  the  collector  might  detect 
fraud,  when  committed  by  the  distiller.  But,  the 
collector  must  know  the  industry  and  skill  of  the 
distillers,  (which  would  be  difficult.)  or  his  knowl- 
edee  of  the  size  of  the  still  would  be  useless.  The 
collector  might  often  raise  groundless  suspicions 
of  fraud  in  the  revenue,  which  would  Inflame  and 
irritate  the  public  mind  against  the  tax.  without 
obtaining  one  cent  into  the  Treasury,  which  it  is 
Che  duty  of  Consress  to  avoid.  Mr.  B.  believed 
that  fraud  would  very  seldom  be  practised,  and 
would  not  materially  affect  the  revenue.  The 
duties  on  all  imported  spirits  are  and  have  been 
▼ery  light ;  yet,  the  American  merchant  held  as 
exalted  a  character  for  honesty  as  the  merchant 
of  any  country ;  and  surely  the  farmer  might  with 
equal  safety  be  trusted,  mr.  B.  wished  the  direct 
and  excise  taxes  would  be  left  as  the  last  subject 
of  taxation  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means;  that,  after  ascertaining  what  might 
be  raised  from  other  objects,  w€  might  return  to 
them,  and  make  up  the  deficiency  from  them. 
The  taxes  upon  cotton  manufactures,  furniture, 
leather,  hats,  shoes,  watches,  dbc,  are  very  objec- 
tionable. They  will  disturb  the  public  mind,  now 
more  than  sufficiently  excited,  and  thereby  weak- 
en the  Government  more  than  the  taxes  which 
they  will  produce  will  strengthen  the  Treasury. 
The  excise  and  direct  taxes,  upon  equal  and  fair 
principles,  were  always  favorite  taxes  with  him. 
and  the  best  internal  taxes  under  a  popular  Gov- 
ernment; they  were  certain,  easy  of  collection; 
and  the  people,  knowing  that  they  had  to  pay  for 
the  support  of  their  Government,  would  examine 
into  all  extravagant  expenditures.  But,  when  the 
money  is  drawn  from  the  people  by  indirect 
means,  they  give  themselves  little  or  no  trouble 
to  inquire  how  it  is  expended.  If  the  Treasury 
bad  been  supported  partly  by  a  direct  tax,  it  is  not 
probable  that  the  people  had  suffered  their  com- 
merce to  be  destroyed  by  your  non-intercourse 
restrictions  and  embargoes,  and  thereby  lose  the 
revenue  from  our  foreign  trade,  which  must  have 


b'een  supplied  in  part  by  taxes  on  land,  their  Trea- 
sury never  would  have  been  emptied  by  schemes 
and  experiments,  nor  would  this  war  have  ex- 
isted.   Mr.  B.  observed,  that  no  man  was  more 
averse  to  this  war  than  he  was,  and  it  was  well 
known  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  Admioi'srra- 
tion ;  but,  opposed  as  he  was  to  the  war  and  Ad- 
ministration, such  was  the  danger  in  which  the 
country  was  placed,  and  the  character  of  conquest 
which  this  war  bad  assumed  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  that  he  would  not  withhold  the  resources 
of  the  country  from  the  Administration,  but  would 
give  every  aid  in  his  power  to  bring  it  to  a  glori- 
ous conclusion.    And  he  was  willing  that  the  Ad- 
ministration should  possess  all  the  honors  gained 
by  such  a  peace.    He  did  not  agree  with  most  of 
his  friends  with  whom  he  acted,  that  the  cam- 
paign now  drawing  to  a  close  was  inglorious  to 
our  arms.    It  is  true,  that,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  the  Navy  far  outshone  the  Army ;  and 
the  reason  is  obvious;  our  small  and  gallant 
Navy  was  manned  by  sailors  who  had  been  long 
accustomed  to  danger,  and,  as  soon  as  they  were 
on  board  the  ship,  they  were  ready  for  action. 
Not  so  with  the  Army.    Time  was  required  to 
form  the  recruit  into  a  useful  soldier.    Our  armies 
are  now  formed,  and  are  equal  in  discipline  and 
courage  to  our  enemy,  as  this  campaign  has  proved. 
He  would,  therefore^  impose  taxes  upon  such  arti- 
cles as  would  be  paid  by  the  community  without 
complaint,  and  draw  a  safe  and  productive  reve- 
nue into  the  Treasury;  and  he  was  persuaded 
they  would  be  cheerfully  paid,  when  the  people 
were  satisfied  that  they  were  necessary  to  their 
safety.    But,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kea- 
tucky,  (Mr.  McKbb,)  and  his  honorable  colleague. 
(Mr.  &PFE8,)  are  opposed  to  a  great  increase  ot 
the  excise  and  direct  tax,  because  they  bear  harder 
upon  Kentucky  and  Virginia  than  some  other 
States  now  advocating  these  taxes.    Before  tbis 
war,  the  Eastern  States  paid  more  than  a  propor- 
tion of  taxes  to  the  General  Gbveroment,  by  the 
aid  of  their  extensive  commerce,  which  is  now 
gone.     Their  ships  and  fisheries  are  destroyed, 
and  it  may  be  recollected  that  this  war  b  the 
cause,  which  Kentucky  and  Virginia  had  a  great 
agency  in  producing.     If,  then,  by  raising  the 
money  to  carry  on  tbis  war,  it  should  be  found 
that  these  States  paid  a  fraction  more  than  other 
States,  they  ought  to  pay  it  with  cheerfulness. 

Mr.  B.  observed,  he  could  not  agree  with  many 
of  his  friends  in  desiring  the  President  to  take 
into  his  Administration  Federal  men.  He  believed 
it  would  be  difficult  to  prevail  upon  Federal  gen- 
tlemen of  high  and  commanding  talents  to  take 
any  of  the  departments  of  the  Government,  and 
he  should  think  it  a  misfortune  to  the  Federal 
cause  if  such  an  arrangement  should  take  place 
For,  the  affairs  of  the  country  could  not  prosper 
with  a  divided  Administration ;  and  it  is  impos- 
sible, in  a  Government  constituted  as  that  of  the 
United  States,  that  any  Administration  could 
conduct  prosperously  the  affairs  of  the  couatry, 
at  the  present  dangerous  and  perplexing  crisis, 
without  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  people. 
I  must  therefore  give  to  the  Administration  now 
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in  power  all  the  resources  of  the  coootrv;  and  I 
will  not,  in  my  Legislative  capacity, withhold  all 
support  from  them,  and  thereby  endanger  the 
existence  of  the  Constitution.  But,  sir,  at  elec- 
tions I  shall,  as  I  always  hare,  use  every  fair  and 
honorable  exertion  to  displace  them  ;  and,  when 
a  complete  change  is  made  in  the  public  senti- 
ment, then,  and  not  till  then,  do  1  wish  to  see  a 
Federal  Administration. 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  whole 
of  it  and  inserting,  in  place  of  it,  "that  it  is  ex* 

fiedient  to  lay  a  duty  of cents,  on  ever^  gal- 
ea of  spirits  distilled  from  domestic  material  in 
lieu  of  the  duty  now  imposed."  The  object  of 
this  motion  was  to  lay  the  tax  altogether  on  the 
quantity  distilled. 

Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  at  some  length 
to  prove  that  so  high  a  tax  as  was  proposed  on 
distillation  would  be  perfectly  illusory,  as  it  would 
amount  to  a  prohibition  of  the  manufacture  of 
the  article  in  many  parts  of  the  country;  and,  if 
it  were  not  illusory,  the  tax  would  be  so  unequal 
in  its  operation  as  to  be  extremely  unjust,  par- 
ticularly to  the  State  which  he  represented. 

Mr.  Batlt  spoke  in  explanation  and  reply  to 
Mr.  McKeb.  In  the  course  of  bis  observations, 
he  said  that  he  conceived  an  equalized  direct  lax, 
and  a  tax  on  spirituous  liquors,  as  the  best  taxes, 
if  not  the  only  ones  that  ought  to  be  imposed 
under  popular  government. 

Mr,  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  was  in  favor  of 
an  amendment  fixing  the  tax  wholly  either  on 
the  product  or  on  the  capacity  of  the  still,  instead 
of  retaining  the  tax  on  both  as  proposed  by  the 
Coo&mittee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Although  he 
knew  the  whiskey  tax  was  considered  as  bearing 
with  particular  severity  on  Kentuckv,  he  knew 
too^  from  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  that  State, 
that  they  would  pay  any  tax  Congress  should  lay 
on  the  article — though  he  hoped  it  would  not, 
therefore,  be  taxed  higher  than  it  would  bear. 

Mr.  Wrigst,  of  Maryland,  was  of  opinion  that 
Maryland  paid  as  high  a  tax  as  any  Stale  in  pro- 
portion to  its  capital;  but  he  was  desirous  to 
carry  into  effect  the  project  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  every  particular,  and,  therefore, 
although  the  tax  would  bear  hard  on  his  State, 
he  should  vote  to  tax  the  distillation  of  liquor 
thirty  cents  per  gallon  on  the  product  of  the 
still. 

Mr.  Inobam,  of  Pennsylvania,  entered  into  an 
argument  to  show  that  it  would  be  highly  im- 
politic to  abandon  the  tax  on  the  capacity  of  the 
still,  and  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  the  present 
amendment. 

Mr.  Ctrus  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  that  I  owe  to  the  Commit- 
tee an  apology  for  rising  thus  early  in  the  debate, 
before  gentlemen  of  greater  experience  and  of 
longer  standing  on  this  floor  have  had  an  opportu- 
ity  of  expressing  their  sentiments.  This  course, 
however,  I  am  compelled  to  pursue  in  consequence 
of  what  fell  from  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York  yesterday  in  debate  upofi  this  subject. 


Had  1  been  satisfied  with  the  practical  conclusioa 
to  which  that  honorable  gentleman  brought  him- 
self, I  should  have  remained  silent,  and  with  him 
have  united  with  the  majority  in  voting  for  ad- 
ditional taxes.  But  this,  after  the  most  mature 
consideration,  1  cannot  do.  No  one  laments  more 
sincerely  than  I  do,  the  distressing  state  to  which 
our  country  is  reduced  by  corrupt  men  and  ruin- 
ous measures.  No  one  will  go  further  in  a  cor- 
rect and  honorable  course  to  relieve  her  from  our 
present  embarrassments.  No  one  can  more  ar- 
dentljr  desire  the  return  of  the  blessings  of  peace 
on  fair  and  honorable  conditions — so  necessary 
for  the  Goveromeni,  so  indispensable  for  the  peo- 
ple. But  I  do  not  think  that  the  road  pointed  out 
by  that  gentleman,  will  lead  directly  to  that  de- 
sirable end. 

If  the  war,  as  he  admits,  and  as  every  reflect- 
ing man  must  admit,  was  inexpedient  in  its  ori- 
gin, and  is  ruinous  in  its  prosecution,  I  have  seen 
nothing  to  change  its  character.  As  well  miffht 
the  Ethiopian  change  his  skin,  or  the  leopard  nis 
spots.  If  the  Administration  who  declared  this 
war  were  weak,  corrupt,  and  wicked,  as  the  gen- 
tleman will  concede,  have  they,  too,  changed 
their  natures  ?  and  if  not,  can  honest  men  possibly 
unite  with  them?  If,  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man correctly  observes,  the  extreme  depth  of  the 
fully  of  these  men  in  declaring  and  conducting 
this  war  was  such  that  even  his  intelligence  could 
not  fathom  it — if,  as  he  says,  they  have  abused 
the  confidence  reposed  in  them,  and  lavished  the 
blood  and  treasure  of  the  nation  in  foolish  and 
wicked  contests,  can  we.  in  honor,  unite  with  such 
monsters?  Can  we  justify  ourselves  to  our  con- 
stituents, our  consciences,  or  our  God,  in  assist- 
ing to  put  into  the  power  of  such  men  the  lives 
and  the  remains  of  the  fortunes  of  our  fellow- 
citizens?    I  believe  in  God  we  cannot. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  attempts  to  jus- 
tify his  course  by  saying  that  the  nature  of  the 
war  has  wholly  changed  from  offensive  to  defen- 
sive. Is  this  indeed  the  case?  Where  is  the 
only  efficient  army  which  the  Administration 
has  ?  Is  it  not  invading  Canada?  Is  it  not  car- 
rying fire  and  sword  into  the  heart  of  that  coun- 
try 7  And  shall  we  be  seriously  told  that  this,  on 
the  nart  of  the  Administration,  is  a  defensive 
war  f  It  is  true,  sir,  as  far  as  respects  the  people 
of  this  country  and  the  State  Governments,  that 
it  is  a  defensive  war.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  the  yeo- 
manry of  the  country,  the  owners  of  the  soil,  are 
obliged  to  defend  that,  and  their  wives,  and  their 
children,  and  their  firesides,  against  the  attacks  of 
the  enemy,  along  the  whole  of  your  seacoast; 
while  your  Administration,  who  are  bound  by  the 
Constitution  to  defend  us,  are  dreaming  of  the 
conquest  of  Canada,  and  are  sending  their  sol- 
diers in  that  direction,  to  places  where  we  have 
little  property  and  few  inhabitants  to  protect,  but 
leaving  exposed  to  the  incursions  of  the  enemy 
the  whole  Atlantic  frontier.  Like  the  dog  in 
the  fablC)  they  catch  at  the  shadow,  and  lose  the 
su  List  a  nee 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  hinted,  f^^  he 
did  not  hazard  the  assertion,  that  some  people  ift 
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this  coantry,  and  maoy  in  Europe,  believe  this 
war  of  Freoch  orig^io.  I  hare  no  hints  to  gire  on 
this,  or  any  other  subject,  but  assert,  as  I  beliere, 
and  I  believe  it  as  I  do  my  existence,  that  this  is 
a  French  war,  and  I  hare  no  doubt  that  a  ma- 
jority of  this  nation,  and  all  Europe,  think  the 
same,  and  act  upon  that  belief.  I  very  well  know, 
sirj  that  this  Government  has  lately  plead  '*not 
guilty"  to  this  charge,  on  the  ground,  no  doubt, 
that  direct  evidence  or  their  guilt  cannot  be  pro- 
duced. SO;  sir,  in  our  courts  of  justice,  we  every 
day  hear  the  most  notorious  offenders  plead  the 
general  issue  of  "not  guilty,**  and  even  be  ac- 
quitted by  their  country  because  there  was  not 
sufficient  evidence  of  their  guilt,  though  every 
honest  roan  in  the  nation  believes  them  guilty. 
But  let  us  hear  what  those  gentlemen,  the  Ad- 
ministration, say  in  their  defence.  '*No  reliance 
was  placed  on  the  good  offices  of  France,  in  bring- 
ing the  war  with  Great  Britain  to  a  satisfactory 
conclusion."  But  they  dare  not  say  they  did  not 
rdy  on  the  '*good  offices"  or  power  of  the  French 
tyrant  when  they  declared  that  war.  But,  they 
proceed :  "  He  (the  President)  nevertheless  knew 
'that  France  held  a  place  in  the  political  system 
'  of  Europe  and  of  the  world,  which,  as  a  check 
'  on  England,  would  not  fail  to  be  useful  to  us." 
No  doubt  he  knew  it  while  France  ^  held"  under 
her  tyrant,  not  hotds,  under  her  legitimate  Sov- 
ereign, a  place  among  nations ;  and  all  Europe 
knew  it,  felt  it,  and  trembled,  while  our  Admin- 
istration were  courting  his*' good  offices."  Like 
the  contemptible  jackal  to  the  lion,  while  the  im- 
perial beast  of  France  was  greedily  pursuing  his 
prey,  our  dastardly  Administration  expected  to  ex- 
tort their  dirty  portion  from  its  fears.  I  was  in- 
duced to  advert  to  this  French  origin  of  the  war, 
for  the  purpose  of  distinctly  stating  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  that  the  allies  in  Europe,  the  great 
and  good  Alexander  the  Deiiveier  among  the 
rest,  all  so  consider  it.  Nay,  more  sir,  they  be- 
lieve your  Administration  only  a  branch  of  the 
power  of  the  late  imperial,  now  fallen  tyrant, 
which  power  they  are  determined  to  destroy,  root 
and  branch.  Let  not  the  people,  then,  of  this  coun- 
try, delude  themselves  with  the  hope  of  peace 
while  the  present  men  wield  the  destinies  of  this 
nation.  Foreign  nations,  sir,  have  no  confidence 
in  the  amicable  professions  of  your  Administra- 
tion ;  they  have  forfeited  all  respect,  and  no  hon- 
orable peace  will  ever  be  made  with  them.  Not, 
air,  that  any  foreign  nation  would  pretend  to  dic- 
tate to  us,  or  in  the  smallest  degree  interfere  with 
our  internal  regulations.  To  this  I  would  not 
submit  from  any  nation.  But  the  people  ou^ht 
to  know  that  England  will  not  make  peace  with 
a  set  of  men  whom  she  thinks  corrupt  and  wick- 
ed. Can  we  then,  sir,  ought  we  to  unite  with 
such  men  in  the  prosecution  of  this  French  war? 
Besides,  sir,  do  we  not  condemn  the  friends  of 
this  Administration  for  supporting  such  weak 
and  corrupt  rulers,  and  shall  we  not  condemn 
ourselves  if  we  unite  with  them  in  that  support? 
Honest  men  will  decide. 

For  these,  among  other  reasons,  I  cannot  unite 
in  support  of  the  present  Adminiitratioo.    I  shall 


now  proceed  to  state  some  of  the  reasons  which 
compel  me  to  vote  against  the  whole  system,  or 
rather  scheme  of  finance  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  whereby  they  calcu- 
late to  raise  from  the  people  of  this  country,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  by  new  or  increased  taxes, 
$}  1,635,000,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  $10,800,000, 
raised  in  the  same  manner,  or  to  be  raised  the  pres- 
ent year;  making  a  grana  total  for  the  people  to 
pay  in  taxes,  for  1815,  $22,435,000  to  the  national 
Government,  which  does  not,  and  cannot  protect 
them.  Before  I  proceed  to  the  reasons  above 
alluded  to,  permit  me  to  hold  up  to  the  view  of 
the  American  people  two  pictures,  one  of  the 
expenses  of  a  year  in  peace,  the  other  of  a  year 
of  war.  The  expense  of  our  Peace  Establish* 
ment  before  the  war,  was  (as  the  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Campbell,  informs  us,  in 
his  able  and  faithful  annual  report  made  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  the  26th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1814,1    $7,000,000 

Interest  on  the  debt  existing  prior  to 
the  war 1.900,000 


Biaking  a  total  of  - 


-  $6,900,000 


He  further  informs  us,  that  the  soma  aathortzed 
by  Congress  to  be  expended  during  the  year  1814, 
and  for  which  appropriations  have  been  otade,  are 
as  follows : 

Amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  $47,270,172.  This 
sum  the  (government  expected  to  provide  thns: 
From  the  customs  .  -  .  .  $6,500,000 
Sales  of  public  lands  ...  600,000 
Direct  tax  and  internal  duties  -  •  3,800,00 
Postage  and  incidental  receipts        -  50,000 

Loans  and  Treasurer  notes        -        -    33L592.665 
Balance  said  to  be  in  the  Treasury  -      2J727J507 


Making  a  total  of 


-  $47;370,172 


Of  the  sum  the  Government  expected  to  raise 
by  loans,  after  begging,  hiring,  and  tubmitting  to 
the  grossest  usury,  they  are  still  deficient  more 
than  thirteen  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars,  ac- 
cording to  the  first  and  dashing  report  from  the 
new  Secretary  Dallas,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  This  statement  shows  a  balance  in 
favor  of  peace  of  $38,370,172,  of  coarse  the 
amount  which  one  year  of  war  costs  the  people. 

I  will  now,  sir,  by  your  indulgence  and  that  of 
the  Committee,  state  some  of  the  reasons  which 
compel  me  to  vote  against  the  war  taxes.  Of 
these  reasons,  sir,  some  will  be  local  and  others 
general.  While  our  attention  is  directed  to  the 
mterest  of  the  whole,  we  ought  not  to  neglect 
that  of  any  part. 

First. — I  shall  vote  against  this  report  as  a  citi- 
xen  of  New  England,  Mcause  that  section  of  the 
country  was  not  represented  In  the  committee 
which  made  it,  althoueh  its  inhabitants,  if  the 


such  is  the  fact,  that  no  member  from  New  Eng- 
land was  put  upon  that  important  eoounittee. 
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Bat  the  Middle,  SontherD,  and  Western  States. 
~  Che  whole.    I  woald  not  be  understooa 


tcvDEipliexc  the  hoDortble  Speaker  of  this  Hoase, 
who  appoints  our  committees,  and  who  discharges 
the  doties  of  his  office  with  diatingaished  ability, 
[t  may  hare  been  accident,  or  he  may  only  have 
followed  the  example  of  some  bad  predecessor. 
^ar^  sir,  would  I  suggest  that  the  committee  is 
lot  composed  of  gentlemen  of  ability  and  integ- 
rity. But,  sir,  they  cannot  understand  the  inter* 
»t  of  that  part  of  our  country  so  well  as  a  mem- 
>er  therefrom.  They  cannot  have  the  feelings, 
the  interest,  or  the  views  of  citizens  of  New  Eng- 
and.  New  England  app^rs  to  be  proscribed ; 
put  onder  the  ban  of  empire.  These  things  ere* 
ite  saspicions  of  designs  against  her  rights  and 
liberties.  I  cannot  sanction  this  procedure  by 
my  vote. 

i8(M)DiKl*^-This  Administration  hare,  by  their 
weak  and  wicked  measurce,  so  impOTerished  our 
sitizeoe,  that  they  hare  not  the  ability  to  pay 
these  oppressire  taxe&  Shall  we  lay  upon  them 
additional  burdens,  when  they  are  now  almost 
preaaed  to  the  dost  by  those  which  rou  have 
already  hMped  upon  then?  Let  us  hear  what 
Mr.  Secretary  Dallas  says  upon  this  subject: 

**The  wealth  of  the  nation,  in  the  vtlue  and  pro- 
ducts of  its  soil,  in  mil  the  acquisitions  of  personsl 
property,  and  in  all  the  varieties  of  industry,  remains 
almost  untouched  by  the  hand  of  Goremment/' 

Is  this  indeed  true?  Let  me  ask  the  farmer  in 
the  middle  States  the  ralue  of  bis  wheat  and  his 
flour  now  spoiling  on  bis  hands;  the  merchant 
in  the  East  the  ralue  of  his  lumber  and  his  fish 
without  purchasers;  his  acquisition  of  property, 
deprived  br  the  acts  of  the  Gorernment  of  the 
accustomed  means  of  enterprise ;  the  ship  owner, 
the  rich  return  of  his  ressels.  now  only  food  for 
worms;  the  sailor  and  mecnanic,  the  ralue  of 
their  indastry  in  all  its  rarieties.  These  will  all 
exclaim,  that  they  hare  been  sorely  touched  by 
the  hand  of  this  Qorernment.  That  "the  little 
finger  of  this  oppressire  Administration  is  thicker 
than  the  loins"  of  the  Father  of  his  Country. 
That  this  Administration  has  afflicted  them  as 
the  great  enemy  of  mankind  was  permitted  to 
afflict  the  perfect  and  upright  man,  by  touching 
all  they  possess,  and  they  are  almost  ready  to 
"  curse  them  to  their  faces."  But  what  does  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
say  on  this  subject? 

"  In  Europe,  the  price  of  agricultural  products  is  not 
materially  ajflfected  by  a  state  of  war :  the  produce  of 
the  earth  is  there  consumed  within  the  oountiy  in 
peace  and  in  war.  The  ntuation  of  the  United  States 
is  entirely  diArent;  widi  an  eztensire  and  fertile 
country,  and  a  small  population  compared  to  the  ex** 
tent  of  our  toiritory,  we  have  anaoally  a  large  surfj^as 
to  export  to  foreign  markets,  over  and  above  what  is 
neeeasaiy  for  consumption^  On  the  export  of  this 
surplus,  which  b  cut  off  by  the  war,  depends  in  a 
great  degree  the  ability  of  the  former  to  meet  taxes." 

By  this  it  appears  that  the  wealth  of  the  na- 
tion, composed  by  the  wealth  of  every  indiridual 
in  that  nation,  subject  to  taxation,  does  but  re- 
main almost  untouched  by  the  hand  of  Gtorern- 


ment.  And,  sir,  I  consider  this  war^  for 
purpose  of  misery  and  distress,  as  baring  e 
for  nearly  eight  years— since  the  emrar{ 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  1807.  A  constant  hostilii 
since  that  period,  been  maintained  by  th( 
emment  against  the  industry,  property,  and 
prise  of  our  citizens,  by  their  restrictire  ai 
pressire  acts,  whereby  thousands  of  oar  c 
are  reduced  to  beggary;  to  a  situation  that 
any  change  can  be  for  the  worse. 

In  New  England,  too,  sir,  we  are  obli 
pay  our  State  tax,  county  tax,  town  tax,  ac 
ish  tax — (the  latter,  some  gentlemen  on  thi 
may  not  understand.)  Consider,  too,  sir,  tl 
cttisens  are  deprt  red  of  the  usual  means 
tainring  supplies  for  these  objects,  and  f 
maintenance  of  their  families.  Lumber,  tl 
eries,  and  commerce,  were  our  chief  depeo 
Our  lumber,  which  before  the  war  found  s 
market  at  ten  and  fifteen  dollars  the  thous 
now  merely  nominal,  at  four  or  fire.  Thi 
fisheries  are  destroyed ;  and  it  now  seemi 
the  terms  of  the  enemy,  that  we  are  in  a  fa 
to  lose  the  best  portion  of  our  coast  fishery 
resseb  are  now  confined  to  our  ports.  Ii 
be  known  likewise  that  the  inhabitants 
seaport  towns  in  Maine  were  accustomed 
ceire  two-thhrds  of  the  prorlsions  requii 
their  support,  in  articles  of  the  first  nee 
coastwise.  And  in  proportion  as  their  m< 
purchasing  prorisions  hare  decreased,  thi 
of  prorisions  has  increased.  Floor,  whic 
formerly  bought  for  six  or  eight  dollars,  I 
some  time  past,  been  fifteen  and  sixteen 
the  barrel.  Indian  corn,  which  sold  for  sc 
fire  cents  the  bushel  before  the  war,  was,  t 
Summer,  one  dollar  and  a  half  and  two 
the  bushel,  and  so  of  many  other  articles  of 
necessity.  The  consequence  of  this  has 
such  as  was  probably  expected  and  wished 
Qorernment.  Manj  of  our  respectable  ci 
sailors,  and  mechanics,  hare,  for  subsistenc 
forced  into  the  ranks  of  your  Army,  and  m 
into  Canada*  Tes,  sir,  I  hare  to  regret, 
lament,  the  fate  of  many  raluable  citizen: 
personal  friends,  who  hare  thus  fallen  rict 
the  diseases  of  that  climate,  or  the  sword 
enemy— far  distant  from  their  homes,  w 
friendljr  hand  to  reliere  theia  sufferings  or 
thetr  distress;  in  death  they  east  a  fond  re 
tion  back  upon  their  country  and  the  dear 
of  their  affection,  then  closed  their  eyes 
spair.  With  the  hope  of  giring  some  r 
hare  since  entered  the  dwellings  of  theii 
lies,  once  the  abodes  of  prosperity  and  hap 
now  of  wretchedness  and  woe.  I  hare 
their  disconsolate  widows  and  helpless  par 
misery  and  rrant,  and  their  children  cryi 
bread.  Do  then,  Oh  God,  now  their  on! 
porter,  according  to  the  pHetition  in  thy 
gire  them  each  day  their  dailr  bread. 

But  when  the  poor  hare  thus  cried,  ^ 
has  not  wept;  "ambition  is  made  of  sterne 
than  this.  _  „ 

Third  reaaon.-- As  a  citizen  of  New  B 
I  am  opposed  to  laying  this  additioni^i 
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upoo  my  fellow-cilizeDt,  beeaase  no  part  of  the 
money,  thus  to  be  raised,  will  be  applied  to  the 
payroent  of  the  expeose  ioearred  by  inote  States 
ID  calliog  oQt  and  subsisting  their  militia,  for  the 
defence  of  their  soil  and  families.  This  informa- 
tion we  have  from  the  Secretary  of  War  himself, 
in  bis  answer  to  the  letter  of  His  Excellency, 
Governor  Strong,  upon  that  subject.  That  no 
part  of  the  expense  tnos  incurred  would  be  reim- 
Dursed,  unless  our  troops  were  placed  under  the 
orders  of  the  commanders  of  their  militarv  dis- 
tricts. This  is  a  species  of  command  we  know 
nothing  of.  Military  districu! — by  what  right, 
what  authority,  what  usurpation  established? — 
they  are  unknown  to  our  laws,  unknown  to  our 
Constitution,  and  abhorrent  to  our  feelings.  For 
what  purpose  is  our  country  gerrymandered  into 
military  districts?  Can  you  inform  me,  sir  7  I 
did  indeed  once  hear  on  this  floor  the  purpose 
avowed  for  which  they  were  established,  and  the 
use  to  which  they  were  destined.  I  did  hear  an 
honorable  gentleman  in  debate,  and  I  heard  him 
with  horror  and  detestation,  alluding  to  some 
rumors  of  dissatisfaction  in  the  Kast,  thank  his 
Qod,  that  there  was  within  each  military  district 
of  this  country  a  physical  force  sufficient  to  put 
down  the  first  movements  of  popular  discontent. 
What,  sir,  are  we  under  a  military  despotism  ? 
Must  we  be  butchered  if  we  dare  complain  of  our 
wrongs.  Is  this  the  Republican  form  of  Govern- 
ment guarantied  to  us  by  the  Constitution  ?  Is 
this  the  freedom  for  which  our  ancestors  fought 
and  bled  ?  If  so,  then  Warren  and  the  succeeding 
martyrs  of  the  Revolution  died  in  vain.  No,  sir, 
New  England  will  not  submit  to  it.  No  military 
despot  shall  ever  reign  there.  I,  too,  thank  my 
God  that  there  is  within  each  State  in  New  Eng- 
land the  brave  yeomanry  of  the  country,  hearts 
of  oak,  ready  and  determined  to  beat  down  tyran- 
ny and  oppression  under  their  feet. 

But  who  are  the  officers  under  whose  command 
your  President  wishes  to  place  our  hardy  soldiers? 
in  Massachusetts  he  is  an  officer  whom  your 
President  himself  has  recalled  from  a  command 
in  Canada  with  every  mark  of  disgrace.  In  New 
Hampshire  is  an  officer,  whcL  when  in  command 
in  Canada^  suffered  himself  to  be  taken  by  a 
handful  of  the  enemy ;  and  of  so  little  conse- 
quence was  he,  in  the  view  of  your  Government, 
that  they  let  him  rust  in  Canada,  unexchanged, 
until  he  almost  became  a  subject  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty.  His  pay  and  rations,  however,  went 
on,  whtch  was  some  consolation.  Sir,  our  mili- 
tia officers  would  think  themselves  disgraced,  and 
throw  up  their  commissions,  if  they  were  ordered 
under  such  commanders.  But,  sir,  the  principle 
on  which  this  military  gerrymander  b  tormed  is 
what  I  most  deprecate.  If  your  President  can 
thus  divide  the  States  into  military  sections,  and 
place  over  each  a  ffeneral  officer,  what  prevents 
Lis  appointment  oi  all  the  subordinate  officers  in 
the  same  districts,  ready  to  take  from  our  militia 
officers  their  commands  as  soon  as  they  take  the 
field — thus  violating,  in  the  very  letter,  that  part 
of  the  Constitution  which  reserves  ''to  the  Stales 
respectively  the  appointment  of  the  officers  of 


the  militia"  1  There  is  nothioff  that  will  preveDt 
his  doing  this,  seeing  he  has  tne  disposition,  bat 
the  determined  resistance  of  the  people,  who  aiy 
accustomed  "  to  anticipate  the  evil,  and  judge  of 
the  pressure  of  the  grievance  by  the  badness  of 
the  principle.  **  They  augur  misgovernmeni  at  a 
distance,  and  snuff  up  the  approach  of  tyranny 
in  every  tainted  breeze."  It  then,  sir,  you  will 
not  defend  New  Eoeland,  New  England  will 
defend  herself,  and  will  keep  her  resources  for  her 
own  occasions.  "  Millions  for  our  defence,  but 
not  a  cent  for  tribute." 

Fourth  reoMon. — I  cannot  onite  in  supporting 
this  Administration,  with  Mr.  Madison  at  their 
head,  because  he  has  always  shown  a  settled  and 
determined  spirit  of  hostility  against  the  enter- 
prise, the  commerce,  the  rights,  and  above  all,  the 
patriots  of  New  England.  In  confirmation  of  this. 
with  mingled  sensations  of  pride  and  diadain,  I 
descend  to  notice  the  mean,  dastardly  connexion 
between  this  Government  and  one  John  Henry  ; 
where  your  President  gave  to  that  seoandrel  and 
traitor,fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  people's  money, 
to  purchase  up,  as  he  fondly  hoped,  calumny  and 
detraction  against  the  first  patriou  in  New  Eng- 
land ;  that  lie  was  disappointed  in  his  malicioas 
and  revengeful  hopes  and  designs  was  not  his 
fault.  The  traitor  received  his  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars from  the  hand  of  your  ]Pre»idenL  who  sent 
hi  on,  in  one  of  our  public  ships,  out  of  the  reach 
of  justice,  even  to  the  imperial  Bonaparte.  Sir, 
this  impotent  attempt  by  your  President,  to  sully 
the  character  of  New  Efogland,  will  never  be  for- 
gotten. It  will  be  forgiven,  for  our  holy  religion 
commands  us  to  forgive  our  greatest  enemies, 
persecutors,  and  slanderers.  Thank  God,  New 
England  is  covered  with  the  heavenly  panoply 
of  integrity  and  patriotism ;  the  arrows  ot  malev- 
olence fall  harmless  at  her  feet. 

But  this  Government  has^  since  1806^  constantly 
manifested  a  deadly  hostility  against  the  com- 
merce and  rights  or  New  England ;  by  their  em- 
bargoes, non^intercourse,  and  noo-imporiauons ; 
some  of  the  provisions  of  which  were  infiQiiely 
more  unjust  and  oppressive  than  the  writs  of 
assistance,  so  justly  complained  of,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolution.  These  wri  ts  gave 
to  the  custom-house  officers  and  their  deputies 
power  to  enter  any  private  houses,  ^.,  ^  that 
they  would  say  they  suspected."  Now,  sir,  some 
of  the  provisions  of  your  laws  authorized  them  to 
do  this,  without  saying  anything — without  wriL 
or  right.  I  have  before  asserted  on  this  floor,  and 
now,  after  the  most  deliberate  consideration,  I  re- 
peat, that  this  Administration  have  brought  upon 
this  nation  many  of  the  evils  which  produced  the 
Revolution;  that  they  are  in  fact,  acting  over  the 
tyranny  of  Britain^  against  New  England,  with 
increased  aggravation.  What,  let  me  ask,  was  a 
Boston  port  bill  compared  with  a  general  em- 
bargo ?  what  a  duty  on  a  few  unimportant  arti- 
cles, compared  with  the  taxes  and  oppressions 
which  this  Administration  have  brought  upon 
this  people  ?  As  much  as  I  detest  and  abhor  the 
tyranny  and  oppression  of  a  Grafton,  a  North,  or 
a  Bute,  and  their  hireling  associates  i^  difiTerent 
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Ministries  in  Eoglflnd,  agAinst  this  country,  I 
would  not  do  them,  the  injustice  to  compare  them 
with  a  set  of  men  and  measures  which  would 
disgrace  them.  If  a  simple  King  of  England,  hj 
his  corrupt  servanu,  chastised  New  Bngfiind  with 
whips,  this  Administration  have  chastised  her 
witn  scorpions.  A  repetition  of  the  same  griev- 
aoces  will  remind  us  of  the  remedy.  I  verv  well 
know  the  apology  that  is  offered  by  gentlemen 
on  this  occaston-^that  our  situation  is  changed — 
that  New  England  is  represented  on  this  floor,  but 
was  not  in  Parliament.  Is  she  indeed  represented 
bere  ?  What  influence  has  New  England  in  this 
Congress,  more  than  she  had  in  the  Parliament 
of  England  ?  She  has  members  here  to  slate  her 
grievaiioes,  and  demand  redress.  She  had  friends 
there, able  and  distinguished,  to  do  the  same.  Has 
the  interest  of  New  England  been  at  all  consulted 
for  these  eight  vears  past?  Have  her  grievances 
been  redressed  ?  Let  ner  impoverished,  ruined  cit- 
izens, answer  the  question.  We  complain  of  griev- 
iDces,  and  we  are  told  that  we  are  represented 
bere.  We  complain  of  the  oppression  of  Admin- 
istration, and  are  told  that  they  are  the  choice  of 
the  people.  The  people  do  not  choose  rulers  to 
oppress  and  tyrannize.  The  moment  they  thus  act, 
they  forfeit  their  character  of  rulers,  and  ought  to 
t>e  deposed.  What,  sir,  shall  we  be  told  that  a 
hereditary  Sovereign  in  Europe,  may,  for  his 
:rime8,  be  deposed  and  brought  to  the  block — 
while  »  petty  tyrant  of  four  years  standing, 
^stroo^enough  to  suppress,  but  unable  to  protect," 
shall,  in  this  free  country,  live  out  his  political 
jfe.  No,-  sir,  the  same  crime  which  would  bring 
>ne  man  to  the  block,  ought  to  bring  the  other  to 
;he  halter. 

What  influence,  I  repeat,  has  New  England  in 
the  Adminiatratton,  or  in  Congress,  when  the 
whole  of  the  Administration,  and  a  majority  of 
M>th  Houses  of  Congress,  live  sooth  and  west  of 
;he  Delaware  1  Will  voo  appeal  to  their  measures 
IS  an  evidence  ?  In  tnem  we  see  nothing  but  ruin 
ind  oppression.  Will  honorable  gentlemen  come 
nearer  home,  and  examine  the  Journals  of  this 
House ;  bere  we  see  a  rank  majority  ranged  against 
New  England.  Look  at  your  committees^  even 
ihe  least  important  j  do  you  find  a  majority  of 
New  Bngand  interest,  or  of  Federal  Republicans 
|[to  speak  plain)  in  either.  No,  sir,  New  Bneland 
influence  is  carefully  excluded  the  walls  of  this 
House,  and  was  excluded  from  the  palace  (before 
MLr.  Madison  permitted  the  enemy  to  burn  it)  lest 
the  pure  slave  spirit  should  be  contaminated. 
Ves,  sir,  I  consider  this  Administration  as  alien 
to  us.  So  much  so,  that  New  England  would  be 
justified  in  declaring  them,  like  all  foreign  oatioof, 
^  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends."  The  States 
of  New  England,  sir,  can  never  be  satellites  in  any 
system.  But,  like  primary  planets,  they  will  re- 
volve round  the  son  of  Federalism,  juntii  the  Al- 
mighty hand  which  created, shall  dash  them  from 
their  orbits  forever. 

To  show  the  wonderful  consistency  of  the  men 

DOW  in  power,  they  have  not  only  acted  over  the 

tyranny  of  England  against  this  country,  but  they 

ire  DOW  actualiy  acting  over  what  in  times  past 

ISthCoir.  3dS£8«.— 15 


they  aiected  to  call  the  tytaony  and  opprswiMi 
of  Washington  and  Adams,  in  excise  laws  Mid 
internal  taxes.  If  honorable  gentlemen  acted  oo 
principle  in  their  opposition  then  they  were,  asd 
nave  continued,  unprincipled.  If  it  be  retorted 
that  we  ought  to  support  these  laws,  we  answer 
that  we  do  not  deem  them  necessary,  that  oar 
support  is  not  necessary  to  their  passage.  Sir, 
allegiance  and  protection  are  reciprocal—- the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  ordained  the  Conautv- 
tion,  among  other  important  provisioila,  *'  to  pio- 
^  vide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  ibe 
'  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  lib- 
'  erty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity."  Thia. de- 
fence, this  welfare,  and  these  bleBsingm,it  was  the 
duty  of  this  Administration  to  provide  for  the 
people.  How  they  have  done  it,  our  defenceless 
country  will  ahow.  Nay,  air,  we  have  ocukr 
demonstration,  within  sight  of  this  Hall;  nay, 
mofe^  this  Hall  itself  is  demonstration,  drivea  as 
we  have  been  by  the  enemy  and  the  negleA  of 
the  (Government  from  our  splendid  Capitol  to  the 

E laces  of  mere  patent  machines.  And  that  we 
ave  the  honor  of  occupying  the  places  of  patent 
machines,  we  owe  to  the  charity  of  the  enemy, 
hogged  by  Dr.  Thornton  of  the  Patent  Office, 
that  he  might  have  where  to  bestow  these  mod- 
els of  the  arts  and  of  taste.  Yes,  sir,  every  part 
of  your  city  exhibits  veatiges  of  the  enemy,  and  of 
the  criminal  neglect  of  your  Qovernment.  Yes. 
sir,  the  proud  iMnner  of  that  enemy  has  .waved 
over  the  Capitol,  and  all  your  jpublic  edifices  jare 
io  ruins.  Add  to  this-^your  Government  with 
the  President  at  their  head,  pale  with  fear,  flying 
before  a  few  thousand  British  troops.  The  paifiot 
torus  from  this  scene  with  horror  and  disgust.  Is 
this  the  man  whom  the  people  have  chosen  to  go 
io  and  oat  before  them  and  lead  their  armies  lo 
battle. and  to  conqaaat  ?  Is  this  the  kind  of  pro- 
tcotion  which  he  aflbrds  to  this  bleeding  country  7 
From  such  protection  and  such  protectora  O  Lotd 
deliier  my  country  1 

It  may  be  demanded  of  me,  if  I  am  wiUinfl[  .to 
abandon  our  Navy  and  Armyi  without  pay^  with- 
out reward ;  Car,  very  fiir  from  it.  My  aeniiaanu 
on  this  aohjeet  cannot  he  unknown  or  mistaken. 
The  steady  bcavery  and  perfect  diaeipline  of  oor 
gallant  seamen,  evinced  by  their  repeated  nod 
splendid  victories ;  the  heroism  lately  displaitod 
by  some  of.  oor  Qenerals,  their  officers  and  tfoops, 
in  many  sanguinary  and  sanceaaful  battles,  flaah 
like  lightning  upon  theaorronnding  darkness^  lan- 
dering  it  more  palpable. 

New  England  will  not  give  on  the  ship^  nor  the 
seamen  either !  She  is  preparea  to  swim  or  eink) 
eoaquer  or  die,  with  them.  But,  sir,  this  Admin- 
istration lUkYe  not  the  ability  to  reward  thott ; 
they  have  lost  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and 
cannot  command  the  resources  of  the  oauoa.  It 
will  devolve  on  the  first,  fast  friends  of  the  Navy 
to  reward  our  brave  tars,  when  the  ''  troubled 
night''  of  this  Administration  departs,  *'  and  the 
star  of  peace  returns." 

In  relation  to  the  subject  more  immediately  be- 
fore the  Committee,  as  to  the  increase  of  taxes, 
for  the  reasons  which  I  have  given,  and  %«  ^athc 
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scheme  of  a  Natioaal  Btok,  reported  by  Mr.  Dal- 
las, for  reasons  which  I  may  assign  when  that 
subject  may  be  taken  up — I  shall  vote  against  the 
whole.  In  relation  to  the  detail  of  this  business, 
as  it  respects  a  proper  selection  of  articles  or  of 
equalizing  them  through  the  States,  I  shall  en- 
deavour correctly  to  do  my  duty. 

Before  I  conclude,  sir,  there  is  one  subject  upon 
whieh  I  wish  correctly  to  be  understood,  and  upon 
which  some  of  the  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the 
House  have  been  misrepresented.    I  allude  to  the 
motives  and  views  of  gentlemen  in  and  out  of 
this  House,  opposed  to  the  Administration  of  Mr. 
Madison.    Could  I  for  a  moment  believe  that  a 
base  and  corrupt  desire  of  office,  or  emolument, 
or  power,  influenced  them,  that  moment  would  I 
abandon  them,  and  esteem  them  as  base  as  those 
they  oppose.    Could  I  believe,  that  any  other  de- 
sire actuated  them,  than  to  relieve  the  people 
from  distress,  and  our  country  from  rain — I  should 
consider  them  unworthy  the  name  of  patriots — 
unworthy  the  name  of  Americans — unworthy  the 
air  and  light  of  Heaven.    Let  honorable  gentle- 
men consult  their  own  breasts  upon  this  subject, 
they  will  find  the  charge  of  corrupt  motives  im- 
possible. Do  they  find  the  taste  of  power  so  sweet, 
the  couch  of  ambition  so  soft,  that  they  are  to  be 
courted  for  enjoyment,  and  not  for  the  elevated 
object  of  rendering  happy  a  whole  people  ?    If 
they  have  discharged  their  duty  to  their  country 
and  tp  their  God,  they  will  have  no  difficulty  in 
answering  the  question. 

But  union  it  seems  is  now  the  watch  word. 
Does  the  Administration  desire  it?    Do  the  ma- 
jority in  this  House  desire  it?    Had  either  made 
the  least  advance  or  concession  for  it?    Though 
urged  by  the  nation,  has  Mr.  Madison  called  round 
him  the  wise  and  the  good  without  distinction  of 
party  ?    Let  his  Cabinet  answer.    One  important 
office  vacant,  and  a  continual  fluctuation  and  suc- 
cession of  officers,  at  a  time  when  he  ought  to 
have  the  constant  and  best  advice  of  the  wisest 
men  of  the  nation.    Another  office  sold  in  fee  to 
a  foreigner  hj  birth,  or  held  by  him  for  another 
naturalized  citizen,  now  abroad  on  an  important 
mission,  and  who  qualified  himself  in  the  school 
of  insurrection  for  his  distinction.    Is  our  Trea- 
sury always  to  be  a  prey  to  foreigners  and  traitors, 
Henry  and  others?    The  American  people  will 
correct  this  precedore,  or  not  complain  of  an 
empty  Treasury.    But  what  advances  have  the 
majority  in  this  House  made  towards  a  coalition  ? 
Do  they  not,  upon  every  Important  subject  of  de- 
bate, unsheath  the  sword  of  contention,  and  cast 
away  iu  scabbard  ?    And  how  were  even  the  ad- 
vances of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York,  received  yesterday  ?    With  coldness--4io, 
sir,  they  were  rejected  with  contempt.    Conscious 
of  their  strength,  they  do  not  want  our  assistance ; 
they  fear  that  some  on  this  side  of  the  House 
may  stand  between  them  and  office.    They  do 
not  want  our  assistance  to  pass  their  laws,  and 
Gk>d  forbid  they  should  have  it,  for  on  some  of 
these  laws  are  impressed  the  image  and  super- 
scription of  oppression — I  will  not,  by  my  vote, 
give  currency  to  such  base  coin* 


If,  sir,  this  Administration  will  abandon  the 
evil  course  and  evil  advice  which  they  have  pur- 
sued so  long,  will  return  to  a  sense  of  duty  to  them- 
selves, and  justice  to  their  country — if  Mr.  Mad- 
ison will  ceace  to  hearken  to  evil  counsellors,  and 
will  give  up  his  inefficient  and  corrupt  agents; 
will  form  a  Cabinet  of  the  most  experience  and 
wisest  statesmen  of  our  country,  and  will  surren- 
der the  conduct  of  afibirs  wholly  to  them — I  will 
be  among  the  first  with  heart  and  hand  to  sup- 
port them.  Until  Mr.  Madison  does  this,  I  can 
only  advise  him,  in  the  words  of  an  experienced 
statesman,  ^*  to  retract  his  odious  exeritons  of  an- 
'  thority  ;  and  to  remember  that  the  first  step  to- 
'  wards  making  New  England  contribute  to  his 
'  wants,  is  to  reconcile  her  to  his  GovernmenL 

[Mr.  King  was  called  to  order  soon  after  com- 
mencing his  speech,  as  wandering  from  the  order 
of  debate,  by  debating  questions  of  a  general  na- 
ture on  a  proposition  to  change  the  tax  from  the 
capacity  to  the  product  of  the  still.  The  Cbaix- 
MAN  decided  that,  according  to  the  general  prac- 
tice, the  gentleman  was  in  order.  From  this  de- 
cision Mr.  FiSK,  of  New  Tork,  appealed.  After 
some  conversation  on  the  point  of  order — 

The  decision  of  the  Chairmap  was  reversed  by 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  KiKG.  of  Massachusetts  then  moved  inde- 
finitely to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this  ques- 
tion; which  motion  was  declared  not  in  order  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  King  then  declared  himself  in  favor  of 
continuing  the  tax  on  the  capacity  of  the  siill, 
and  imposing  the  additional  duty  on  the  product 
of  the  still — though  he  should  vote  against  aay 
increase  of  the  present  taxes.] 

Mr.  Oaklbt,  of  New  York,  was  also  of  opinion 
that  a  combination  of  the  tax  on  the  capacity 
and  on  the  product  was  most  expedient,  and  was 
for  adhering  in  all  respects  to  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Eppbs  assigned  the  reasons  why  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  been  in  favor  of 
retaining  the  present  tax  on  the  capacity — they 
were,  to  secure  the  collection  of  the  product,  and 
to  abridge  as  much  as  possible  the  domiciliary 
visits  of  the  excise  officers  for  proving  the  liquor, 
dbc,  which  would  then  be  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Ingham  said  he  was  folly  justified  in  stating 
the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
be,  that  the  communication  of  the  capacity-tax 
was  indispensable  to  the  due  collection  of  the  pro- 
duct-tax. 

Mr.  Tanost  advocated  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  he  had  proposed.  He  considered  the 
arguments  against  it,  though  specious,  to  be  falla- 
cious. The  present  system,  he  contended,  opera- 
ted unequally,  and  would  continue  to  do  so  under 
the  increaseo  duty,  unless  the  system  was  changed. 
He  saw  no  occasion  for  the  employment  of  ex- 
cise officers  at  nil  in  the  collection  of  the  tax, 
which  might  be  as  well  collected  by  compelling 
distillers  to  make  monthly  returns  on  oath. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Yancet^s 
motion  (going  to  throw  the  tax  altogether  on  the 


453 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


454 


October,  1814. 


Hie  Ways  and  MeanB, 


H.  or  R. 


product  of  the  still)  and  negatived.    For  the  mo- 
tion 45,  against  it  76. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Fisk's  motion  to  insert 
twenty-five  cents  per  gallon  was  then  decided  in 
the  negative.    For  the  motion  57,  against  it  64. 

The  question  being  taken  a  second  time,  by 
request,  there  were  for  the  motion  62,  against  it  71. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to  strike 
oot  twelve  and  a  half,  and  insert  twenty.  For  the 
motion  there  were  69,  against  it  70. 

Another  ^ount  being  demanded,  there  appeared 
to  be  for  the  motion  67,  against  it  69. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bppes  to  insert  fifteen,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows :  For  the  motion  68,  against  it  62. 

So  the  House  resolved  that  an  additional  duty 
on  distillation  of  fifteen  cents  per  gallon  on  the 
product  of  the  still,  ought  to  be  laid. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  two 
resolutions  agreed  to  in  committee,  and  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  remainder  of 
the  report. 

MoMDAT,  October  24. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, WiLiLiAH  Hale,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  BiQELow  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
members  of  an  association  of  Ministers,  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Westminister  Association,  in  the 
sountry  of  Worcester,  and  State  of  Massachu- 
ietfte,  praying  that  the  mails  may  not  be  trans- 
ported or  opened  on  the  Sabbath  day.-— Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
BLoads. 

mr.  Robertson  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Louibiana,  praviog  a 
sonfirmation  of  their  respective  titles  to  lands  held 
by  virtue  of  a  requette  or  petition  to  the  Governors 
3f  tbnt  country,  whilst  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  French  and  Spanish  Grovernments. — Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Setbert, 

Bewlvedf  That  the  Secretaries  of  State,  Trea- 
lury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  and  the  Post- 
□naster  General,  be  directed  to  communicate  to 
this  House  such  information  as  may  be  in  their 
r>ower,  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  official 
dooks  and  papers,  in  their  respNective  Departments, 
in  consequence  of  the  incursion  of  the  enemy  in 
Lhe  month  of  Auj^ust,  1814 ;  designating  particu- 
larly what  description  of  books  and  papers  has 
>een  lost  thereby,  and  what  the  probable  effect  of 
such  loss  will  be  in  the  adjustment  of  the  unset- 
tled accounts  of  the  United  States. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
:hat  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  to  the 
-e:iolutions  ^  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress 
>f  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  with  which  the 
-eputation  of  the  arms  of  the  United  States  has 
yeeu  sustained  by  Major  General  Brown,  Major 
general  Scott,  and  Brigadiers  Ripley,  Miller, 
?orter,  Gaines,  and  Macomb,'^  and  ask  a  confer- 
ence upon  the  subject  of  the  said  amendments; 
o  which  conference  they  have  appointed  mana- 
gers OQ  their  part. 


WATB  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  remainder  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  third  resolution  came  first  next  under  con- 
sideration, in  the  following  words: 

R€»ohedt  That  it  is  expedient  to  add  one  hundred 
per  cent  on  the  present  duty  on  sales  at  anetion. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Mr- 
Wright,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Eppes,  of  Vir- 
ginia, as  to  the  equality  of  the  general  system  of 
taxation  proposed. 

Mr.  Pi8K,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
motion  by  striking  out  one  hundred  and  inserting 
fifty  per  cent.;  under  the  impression  that  the  pro- 
posed increase  would  have  theefi*ect,  by  throwing 
sales  into  the  hands  of  commission  merchants,  to 
diminish  the  present  product  of  the  tax. 

Mr.  Sppbs  made  some  observations  in  reply. 
He  saw  no  reason  why,  when  other  taxes  were 
to  be  so  generally  increased,  this  item  should  b« 
excepted. 

Mr.  JoBNsoN,  of  Kentucky,  made  some  obser- 
vations to  show  the  extreme  inequality  and  op- 
pressiveness of  the  additional  tax  on  distillation, 
compared  with  any  other  tax  proposed,  which  he 
said,  by  the  way,  would,  he  fearecf,  operate  nearly 
as  a  prohibition  of  that  manufacture.  He  waa 
surprised,  after  gentlemen  had  so  strenuously  in- 
sbted  on  the  enormous  increase  of  that  tax,  that 
they  should  oppose  the  paltry  increase  of  the  tax 
now  proposed. 

Mr.  Post  made  a  statement  to  show  that  the 
increase  of  the  tax  would  not  increajie  the  reveooe 
at  all.  The  only  taxes,  he  appeared  to  conceive, 
on  which  solid  reliance  could  be  placed,  to  insure 
the  requisite  amount  of  revenue,  were  the  land 
tax  and  the  whiskey  tax.  The  consumption  of 
whiskey,  he  argued,  would  not  be  diminished  es- 
sentially if  it  were  taxed  an  hundred,  instead  of 
fifteen  cents  per  gallon ;  and,  whatever  was  the 
amount  of  that  tax,  it  eventually  came  out  of  the 
pocket  of  the  consumer,  though  immediately  paid 
by  the  manufacturer. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  expressed  his 
regret  at  the  se9tional  discussion  of  the  taxes. 
He  entreated  eentlemen  to  abandon  their  local 
obiections  to  the  various  taxes,  as  he  should  him- 
self do.  The  Stale  which  he  represented  paid 
much  more  than  a  due  proportion,  according  to 
its  representation,  of  the  mternal  taxes.  But  no 
systeni  of  taxation  could  ever  be  carried  into  ef«> 
feet  in  this  country  without  a  reciprocal  spirit  of 
compromise,  which  he  therefore  hoped  to  see  su- 
perseding the  local  feelings  which  were  displayed 
oil  this  occasion. 

Mr.  Wright  said,  so  far  from  entertaining  any 
sectional  feeling  on  this  occasion,  he  was  prepared 
to  agree  to  the  whole  system  proposed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury ;  but  protested  against  di- 
viding it,  and  taking  it  by  piecemeal. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Pisc's  mojjoo  was  deci- 
ded in  the  negative  by  a  considerable  majority; 
and  the  original  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  fourth  resolution,  *<  that  it  is  expeaitnt  to 
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TOW,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Fonyth, 
Oholson,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Grosrenor,  Hall,  Hanson, 
Harris,  Haabrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tnckj,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Uland,  Jackson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
bourn.  King  of  North  Carolina,  Leffirts,  Lowndes, 
Lvle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
I^ewton,  Oakley,  Ormaby,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin, 
Pleasants,  Potter,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage,  Schureman,  Seybert, 
Sharp,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thomp«>n,  Udree,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wright,  and  Yancey, 

Naxs — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Culpeper, 
Davenport,  Ely,  Eppes,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston, 
Goldsborough,  Hale,  Hulbert,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
Law,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Shipherd, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Sturges,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa- 
ohusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

The  question  then  being  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolation  as  amended,  going  to  increase  the  pres- 
ent direct  tax,  as  before  staled,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  having  been  demanded  thereon — 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  the 
proposition  was  to  grant  a  new  land  tax,  of  twice 
the  amount  of  the  last.  Before  he  gave  his  vote, 
he  wished  to  be  permitted  to  state  the  reasons 
which  would  govern  aqd  decide  it.  It  had  often 
happened  that  public  bodies,  or  the  majorities 
in  public  bodies,  havio^  ihe  general  power  of 
adopting  laws  and  resolutions  binding  on  and  con* 
trolling  the  whole,  had  supposed  themselves  capa- 
ble of  reducing  dissenting  members  to  a  situation, 
in  which  any  course  of  conduct  pursued  by  them 
might  be  liable  to  unfavorable  constraction.  But 
cases  of  this  sort,  attended  with  real  difficulty,  he 
thought  to  be  rare.  At  any  rate,  the  present  oc- 
casion presented  no  such  difficulty. 

He  did  not  feel  himself  under  the  necesi^ity, 
either  of  obstructing  the  passage  of  the  taxes 
through  the  House,  or  of  taking  upon  himself  any 
portion  of  the  responsibility  of  laying  tbeni.  A 
case  might  arise,  in  which  it  would  rest  with  those 
who  have  been  in  the  minority  of  the  Houi^e,  on 
leading  measures  of  Government,  to  say  whe- 
ther the  supplies  should  be  granted  or  withheld. 
Whenever  such  a  condition  of  things  shall  bap- 
pen,  it  will  bring  its  own  rule  of  action  along  with 
if.  At  present,  no  such  case  exists.  It  is  not 
put  to  us  who  opposed  the  war  in  its  origin^  and 
have  steadily  reprobated  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  prosecuted,  to  say  now,  whether  a  bur- 
densome system  of  taxes  shall  be  imposed  on  the 
people  to  replenish  the  exhausted  Treasury.  That 
IS  (or  those  to  determine,  who  have  made  the 
taxes  necessary.  Our  votes  are  not  asked  for 
sow,  any  more  than  they  we/e  upon  the  declara- 
tion of  hostilities.  It  was  not  then  left  for  us  to 
say.  whether  there  should  be  war.  It  is  not  left 
witn  us  now  to  say,  whether  there  shall  be  taxes. 
Those  who  took  upon  themselves  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  first,  must  bear  also  the  responsibility 


of  the  last.  And  it  must  be  presumed,  that  gen- 
tlemen are  ready  and  willing  to  sustain  the  con- 
sequences of  their  own  measures.  Whoever  has 
power  to  grant  revenue,  has  also  the  power  of  di- 
recting its  expenditure;  and  if  the  question  of 
supplies  or  no  supplies,  should  ever  come  to  rest 
on  the  decision  of  those  who  have  heretofore  dif- 
fered in  opinion  from  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Administration,  they  then  will  be  able  to  accom- 

fany  the  supplies  with  such  other  measures  as 
ball  insure  the  appropriation  of  the  revenue  to 
proper  objects,  and  place  its  expenditure  in  com- 
petent hands.  But  if  we  were  now  to  say,  we 
will  vote  for  the  taxes,  if  the  Administration  will 
apply  the  means  which  we  shall  grant  it,  to 
proper  and  sensible  objects,  and  will  call  to  its  aid, 
in  this  exigency  of  afikirs,  the  most  prominent  men 
in  the  nation,  without  regard  to  political  party 
or  connexion,  we  should  be  told — ^''Grentlemen, 
'  you  are  very  obliging,  but  we  happen  to  be  able 
'  to  carry  through  our  taxes  upon  our  own  strength. 
<  We  do  not  choose  to  submit  to  such  terms  and 

*  limitations  as  you  propose,  and  must  beg  leave, 
'  therefore,  to  dispense  both  with  your  conditions 

*  aod  your  votes.'' 

if,  he  said,  the  taxes  depended  on  his  vote;  it 
the  Administration  could  show  it  had  made  fair 
and  reasonable  ofiers  for  peace,  which  the  enemy 
bad  refused ;  if  it  would  now  consent  to  apply  its 
means  to  the  first  great  object  of  allCiovernmeots, 
the  protection  of  the  people,  to  carry  on  the  war 
in  a  manner  agreeable  to  the  common  sense  of 
the  community,  and  would  endeavour  to  call  forth 
the  talents  of  the  nation  to  aid  the  caase  of  the 
nation,  most  assuredly  he  should  vote  for  what- 
ever supplies  the  occasion  called  for.  He  should 
only  be  anxious  in  such  a  case  to  grant  enough; 
because  he  did  not  represent  those  who  would 
weigh,  very  scrupulously,  essential  natioaal  rights 
and  national  security  against  the  price  necessary 
for  their  preservation.  But  as  no  such  change  of 
system  is  intimated,  and  as  the  system  of  taxatioa 
now  proposed  does  not  depend  at  all  for  adoptioa 
or  rejection  on  his  vote,  he  should  hardly  give 
what  might  be  deemed  a  sanction  to  the  measures 
of  Qovernment,  by  a  general  and  voluntary  sup- 
port of  its  present  plans  of  finance.  At  the  same 
lime  he  did  not  see  that  other  gentlemen,  equally 
opposed  to  the  war  with  himself,  and  expecting  as 
little  as  he  did  any  successful  issue  to  it,  without 
a  change,  might  not,  nevertheless,  deem  the  present 
exigency  to  be  one,  in  which  they  were  at  liberty, 
if  they  so  should  choose,  to  vote  for  revenue,  with- 
out making  themselves  in  any  degree  answerable 
for  its  probable  misapplication.  The  whole  re- 
sponsibility, he  thought,  belonged  to  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  They  had  undertaken  both 
to  put  the  country  into  a  state  of  war,  and  to  get 
it  well  out  again.  In  the  former,  they  had  suc- 
ceeded ;  how  well  they  will  be  able  to  perform 
the  latter,  time  would  show. 

If  it  was  said,  continued  Mr.  W.,  that,  public 
credit  depends  oo  adopting  this  system  of  taxes, 
and  that  it  cannot  be  refused  without  refasing  the 
means  of  restoring  public  credit,  he  certainly 
hoped  that  gentlemen  would  adopt  that  system 
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of  fiDADce  wbich  cuiud  them  best,  at  well  for  the 
restoration  of  the  pablic  credit,  a«  for  other  pur- 
poses of  Govern meDt.  He  did  not  wish  to  limit 
their  choice.  He  only  disclaimed  any  share  in 
the  responsibility  of  measures,  in  the  production 
of  which  those  whose  political  opinions  he  re- 
spected had  no  concern.  A  high  public  credit 
was  one  of  the  treasures  which  the  country  had 
3ommitted  to  the  hands  of  the  present  Adminis- 
tration. How  they  are  to  restore  it,  buried  as  it 
DOW  is  under  a  mass  of  depreciated  stocks,  unfilled 
ioaos,  discredited  Treasury  notes,  debts  unpaid 
and  debts  unliquidated,  they  most  determine  for 
themselves,  looking  to  that  account  to  which  the 
country  may  call  them. 

It  was  worth  our  while  to  inquire,  how  it  has 
happened  that  public  credit  has  received  such  a 
tremendous  shock.  Whose  is  the  fault?  When 
those  measures  were  begun,  which  have  at  length 
brought  us  where  we  now  are,  the  public  credit 
of  the  United  States  was  as  high  as  that  of  any 
nation  on  earth.  To  whom  are  imputable  the 
shame  and  disgrace  of  its  prostration  and  fall? 
To  what  is  it  owing?  Not  to  any  deficiency  in 
the  national  resources  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the 
Government.  Both  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  tell 
us,  and  they  tell  us  truly,  that  the  real  means  of 
the  nation  have  been  abundant.  If  then,  the  Ad- 
ministration received  the  public  credit  in  a  high 
and  honorable  condition ;  if  the  nation  has  at  all 
times  possessed  the  means  of  keeping  it  so,  and 
the  Administration  has  possessed,  as  it  has,  a 
sufficient  control  of  these  means;  and  if  after  all. 
the  public  credit  has  gone  to  fearful  wreck  ana 
ruin,  who  alone  is  answerable  for  such  a  state  of 
things?  or  who  can  refer  our  present  condition 
to  any  other  cause  than  an  incompetent  manage- 
ment of  the  powers  of  Government  ?  The  basis  of 
public  credit  is  confidence  in  the  national  resour- 
ces, in  the  duration  and  stability  of  Gbvernment, 
and  in  the  competency  and  character  of  those 
who  administer  it.  It  is  owing  to  no  distrust  of 
the  resources  of  the  nation,  nor  of  the  general  or- 
ganization and  structure  of  the  Government,  that 
the  public  credit  had  sunk  so  low.  The  true  cause 
of  this  was  to  be  sought  elsewhere.  No  system 
of  taxation,  merely  as  such,  will  prove  an  ade- 
quate remedy,  especially  at  this  late  hour.  Un- 
less the  Administration  can  court  back  a  general 
confidence,  not  only  in  the  wealth  of  the  nation, 
but  also  in  its  own  ability  and  the  wisdom  and 
fitness  of  its  own  measures,  public  credit  has  gone 
far  beyond  its  grasp. 

As  to  a  more  able  or  successful  prosecution  of 
the  war,  he  professed  not  to  be  sanguine  in  that 
hope.  That  the  people  will  defend  themselves, 
with  spirit,  whenever  attacked,  admits  no  doubt; 
but  as  far  as  the  prosecution  of  the  war  rests  with 
the  Government,  he  despaired  of  any  change  in 
the  manner,  oi  any  difference  in  the  result.  The 
Administration  appeared  to  him  not  to  have 
changed  its  habits.  It  continued  to  go  on  in  its  old 
party  path — to  revolve  round  its  party  centre,  and 
to  draw  all  its  heat  and  its  light,  its  animation 
and  iu  being,  from  party  sources.    The  measure 


of  ability  with  which  the  war  had  been  conducted,  ^ 
was  about  equal  to  the  measure  of  prudence  with 
which  it  was  declared ;  and  the  success  of  the 
issue,  without  a  change  of  auspices,  would  proba- 
bly be  proportionate  to  both. 

He  had  been  struck  with  a  paraffragh  in  Mr* 
Jefferson's  late  letter.  Speaking  of  the  invasion 
of  this  place  by  the  enemy,  he  says,  he  took  advan- 
tage of  this  nation  unarmed  and  unprepared.  For 
the  partial  judgment  of  a  friend,  this  is  sufficiently 
severe.  The  Uovernment  took  its  own  lime  to 
20  to  war.  It  invited  the  enemy  to  the  conflict* 
It  is  attacked,  two  years  afterward,  in  the  centre 
of  the  nation,  on  the  very  threshold  of  the  Capi- 
tol, and  even  there  is  found  unarmed  and  unpre- 
pared. 

,  The  Government  was  indeed  unprepared  when 
it  went  to  war.  It  has  been  unprepared  ever 
since;  and  if  the  contest  should  not  last  more 
than  twice  as  lon^  as  the  war  of  the  Greeks  and 
the  Trojans,  it  will  come  to  an  end,  before  the 
country,  upon  the  present  system  of  things  will 
be  prepared  for  its  beginning. 

A  state  of  mere  uo preparedness,  however,  waf 
not  exactly  the  whole  of  our  case,  when  war  waa 
declared.  There  was  something  in  it  worse  than 
that,  even  aside  from  the  character  of  the  war 
itself,  and  the  opinion  which  one  half  the  nation 
had  of  it. 

The  country  had  had  commerce,  the  abundant 
source  of  its  revenue.  A  barbarous  and  unrelent- 
ing series  of  acts  of  self-murder,  called  reslrictioni^ 
had  put  an  end  to  that  commerce.  It  had  had  a 
sinking  fund, containing  the  sustaining, redeeming 

firincipies  of  public  cr^it.  This  was  abandoned! 
t  had  an  useful  National  Banking  Institution, 
with  solid  capital  and  on  sound  principles;  and 
which  had  proved  itself,  by  twenty  years  expe- 
rience, to  be  capable  of  offering  the  most  import* 
ant  facilities  to  the  operations  of  finance.  Thia 
also  was  destroyed.  Having  made  these  provi- 
sions for  revenue,  for  public  credit,  and  floaocial 
operations,  the  Government  felt  itself  in  a  condi- 
tion to  invite  a  war. 

From  such  a  beginning,  what  else  could  be  ex- 
pected than  we  have  seen  to  happen  ?  While  it 
remained  on  our  part  a  war  of  invasion,  nothing 
was  done ;  and  now,  when  in  turn  we  are  atucked 
by  the  enemy,  the  defence  of  the  country  resta 
on  the  people  and  on  the  States,  almost  unassisted 
by  the  aid  of  Government.  In  what  quarter  of 
the  country  does  the  Government  afford  efficient 
protection  to  the  people?  In  most  assailable 
places,  the  States  are  obliged  to  call  out  their 
militia  upon  their  own  responsibility,  and  the 
strength  of  their  own  resources ;  and  here,  at  the 
heart  of  the  nation,  a  force  of  five  thousand  men 
has  routed  and  dispersed  the  Government,  and 
scattered  the  ashes  of  the  Capitol  over  the  soil 
which  claimed  its  peculiar  ancl  exclusive  protec- 
tion. He  had  said  last  session,  and  he  repeated 
it  now,  that  the  Government  had  failed  in  the 
discharge  of  its  first  great  duty— ;tbe  main  object 
of  all  (£>vernment8— the  protection  of  ihe  people. 
He  wished  also  the  House  and  the  country  to 
consider  how  we  stood  with  all  the  neutral  Pow- 
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era  4?f  Borope  in  relaiion  to  this  war.    It  b«d 
been  at  id   by  bis  honorable  friend  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Oaklet)  that  the  ears  of  the  Euro- 
pesD  Courts  were  shut  against  us.    He  believed 
this  to  be  perfectly  true.    The  Administration 
itself  knew  better  than  any  individual  that  it 
had  not  been  able  to  excite  the  sympathies  of  a 
sfB|(le  Power  in  Europe,  in  its  favor,  on  the  sub* 
.  jecl  of  this  war.    The  reason  was  obvious.    The  I 
nations  of  Europe  had  seen  the  part  this  Govern- 
tlteiit  bad  acted.    They  had  seen  it  come  in,  in 
the  moment  of  European  extremity  and  agony, 
md  take  part  on  the  side  of  an  always  detested 
and  now  fallen  tyranny.    Without  discussing  the 
question,  of  no  importance  to  them,  whether  the 
measures  of  this  Oovernmeot  grew  out  of  a  pre- 
vious stipulation,  signed  and  sealed,  ani  inter* 
ehanged  with  tnat  of  France,  or  whether  in 
these  measures  it  had  acted  gratuitously,  and 
only  foitowed  the  bent  of  its  own  inclination, 
they  could  not  but  take  notice  of  the  fact,  that 
these  measures  were  brought  into  play  precisely 
at  the  moment  when  they  were  most  likely  to 
aid  in  the  overthrow  of  the  Gh>vernmeots,  and 
the  anbjugation  of  the  nations  of  Buropie.    It 
was  difficult,  he  thought,  to  restrain  one's  indigo 
MEtiott  on  this  subject.    If  anything  coold  make 
one  ashamed  <^  his  country,  it  would  be  that  its 
Qovernment  had  been  capable  of  acting  sucb  il 
]Murt.    How  different  would  our  situation  be  at 
ibis  time,  if  the  Government  could  say  to  Bug* 
land:  "We  have  interfered  in  none  of  yonr  fiu* 
lopenn  quarrels.    We  have  sought  to  take  no 
advantage  of  the  pressure  of  yonr  circumstances. 
A  Republic,  ouraeltes,  and  attached  to  the  prin* 
oiples  of  political  liberty,  we  have  lent  neither 
Hid   nor  countenance  to  any  projecu  formed 
ngninst  the  general  liberty  or  prosperity  of  Eo* 
loper    We  have  held  t-  course  strictly  aad  seru* 
yitfeusly  impirtial ;  and  for  proof  of  the  correct- 
neee  of  our  conduct  in  ail  these  respects,  we  re* 
far  to  the  unbiassed  jndaaent  of  neutral  nations. 
We  appeal  to  those  who  have  be«n  with  you 
through  the  struggle  which  has  now  terminated, 
wlietfaet  they  suspect  us  of  having  had  any  iean- 
itog  or  parttaJity  towards  your  '^common  enemy." 
As  to  the  negotiation  and  the  terms  of  peace 
nfibred  by  Eiigiand,  Mr.  W.  said  it  would  not  be 
anpposed  that  tbose  who  opposed  the  war  as  un- 
Becessary  and  ruinous^  were  on  that  account  to 
eoncent  to  any  other  than  fiiir  and  honorable 
terms  of  peace.    They  held  the  Administration 
Wtwerable  for  an  honorable  peace.    The  coun- 
try's honor  was  unblemished,  when  they  took 
the  guardianship  of  its  concerns,  and  it  would 
be  required  at  their  hands  equally  uoMemisiied. 
Fee  one,  he  said,  in  no  crisis,  in  no  emergency, 
in  no  distress  of  national  affairs,  would  he  con* 
sent  to  a  peace  which  should  inflict  a  wonnd  on 
the  true  honor  or  substantial  iaterests  of  the 
oountry.    But  he  did  not  a&eet  to  conceal  his 
opinion }  he  wished,  rather,  on  all  proper  occa* 
MOBS,  to  express  it,  that  there  was  no  chance  of 
•oeteiog  England,  or    even    of  defending  the 
oountry  successfully,  until  the  power  and  strength 
of  the  nation  should  be  called  forth,  and  guided 


by  different  hands.  He  wished,  at  the  same  tieie, 
to  express  his  regret,  that  the  American  Com- 
missioners had  not  proposed  their  terms  of  peace. 
He  wished  they  had  suted  explicitly,  whether 
the  Government  of  this  country  had  or  had  not 
given  up  the  grounds  upon  which  it  origjoaJ/f 
went  to  war.  If  the  British  Commissioners 
looked  for  extravagant  terms  to  be  proposed  by 
ouiv,  it  was  not  very  unnatural  that  they  skonld 
set  out  with  terms  as  extravagant  themselves.  It 
is  to  be  lamented,  that  having  found  o«t  what 
were  the  terms  of  England,  oar  Ministere  did  not 
propose  their  own  terms,  to  the  end  that  the 
world  miffht  see  the  difference.  It  may  be  a 
question  fit  for  casuists,  which  partakes  least  of  a 
paci6c  temper  and  moderate  views,  to  propeee 
terms  of  peace,  which  are  deemed  inadmtasihie, 
as  was  done  by  England,  or  to  propose  no  terms 
at  all,  as  was  done  by  ourselves.  If  the  Ameri- 
can  Ministers  were  instructed  to  make  peace  on 
fair  and  reasonable  terms,  it  cannot  be  too  much 
regretted  that  they  did  not  make  those  terms 
known ;  because,  in  order  to  put  the  enemy  com* 
pleiely  in  the  wrong,  it  is  necessary  to  show,  not 
only  that  his  terms  were  extravagant,  but  tbar 
ours  were  not  M>« 

The  publication  of  the  documents  here  is  relied 
on  to  satisfy  the  people  of  this  country  of  the 
equity  and  moderation  of  the  views  of  the  Cab- 
inet. If  it  should  answer  that  purpose,  still  it 
does  not  answer  the  other,  of  maainr  known  its 
equity  and  moderation  to  England.  Because, 
until  BOW,  that  they  ara  publish^  here,  Brogland 
bad  no  means  of  knowing  the  inetructions  ffiven 
to  our  Ministera.  She  could  only  know  that  if 
you  ioetsted  now,  on  what  yon  demanded  when 
you  went  to  war,  vour  terms,  in  her  eetimatioo, 
were  as  iaadmissiole  as  hers  are  in  yonriK. 

But  will  the  publication  of  parU  of  these  in* 
struetiona  satisfy  the  people  of  this  eoearry  r6at 
the  Qovernment  has  made  fair  terms  of  peace  ? 
If  anything  was  published,  why  not  the  whole  1 
If  the  part  concealed  is  not  material,  wby  eon* 
ceal  It  ?  In  cases  of  this  sort,  it  is  obviovt!',  that 
whatever  has  been  previonsly  done,  may  be  un* 
done  by  something  subsequent.  It  is  not  like  a 
series  of  correspondence  between  different  par- 
ties. Unless  the  Government  publishes  the  whole 
in  this  case  it  may  as  well  publish  nothing. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  did  not  underrate  the  diflleal* 
ties  of  the  present  crisis.  He  was  well  aware  of 
all  tbcee  difficnlties^  But  he  would  not  say,  be- 
cause he  did  not  think  that  they  were  at  all  in- 
surmountable with  a  wise  and  able  Adminivtra- 
tion  of  Government.  But  it  did  appear  to  him, 
that  the  country  bad  committed  itself  into  the 
haada  of  men  not  likely  to  make  peace,  nor  com- 
petent to  conduct  the  war.  This,  he  thought, 
oar  ffreatest  difficulty,  and  be  bciieved  the  nntioa 
would  come  to  the  same  opinion. 

In  the  meantime  he  should  not  obslraot;  he 
should  only  hold  himself  at  liberty  not  to  9f^ 
prove,  without  reasoa,  the  coune  purseed.  It 
could  not  be  said,  then,  that  the  Administration 
was  asked  to  do  its  duly  while  the  means  are  re- 
fused ;  means  wiU  not  be  refused  so  far  as  they 
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depend  oo  measures  here.  Its  meaaare^  will  be 
earried  here,  aod  as  Tar  a*  the  aid  of  (his  Hoose 
cao  gOy  it  will  have  it.  Bat  be  should  not  give 
his  }fote  for  the  measures  proposed,  either  by  way 
of  expressing  his  approbation  of  the  past,  or  his 
erpeetations  for  the  future.  On  the  past  he  looked 
with  mixed  emotions  of  indignation  and  grief; 
on  the  future  with  fearful  forebodings  aod  appre- 
hensions, relieved  only  by  the  hope  that  the  im- 
mediate adoption  of  better  counsels  might  lead 
to  better  times. 

When  Mr.  W.  bad  aoneluded,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

TossDAT,  October  25. 

The  House  proceeded  to  codsider  the  message 
from  the  Senate,  notifying  that  they  insist  on  their 
amendments  to  the  resolutions  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duct with  which  the  reputation  or  the  arms  of  the 
United  States  has  been  sustained  by  Major  Gene- 
ral Brown^  Major  General  Scott,  and  Brigadiers 
Ripley,  Miller,  Porter,  Gaines,  and  Macomb/' and 
asking  a  conference  thereon :  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  this  House  agree  to  the  confer- 
ence asked  by  the  Senate,  and  that  Mr.  TROtri*, 
Mr.  Wright,  and  Mr.  StItart,  be  the  managers 
at  the  same  on  thefr  part. 

WAY»  AK  D  MSANSk 

The  Boose  resumed  the  eomideratioil  of  the 
cmfioifibed  business,  being  the  report  of  the  Com* 
niittee  of  Ways  and  Meaoo  recommending  the 
ifAfMNfitiott  of  MfaKiional  caxea ;  and  the  first  reso- 
hition,  for  adding  100  per  cent.  co>  the  present 
smoudt  of  the  dlt eot  uaesi  being  on  ite  passage—- 

Mr.  RiTBA)  of  Tennessee,  spoke  m  tetigth  in  sup- 
port o(  the  resolve,  and  io  reply  to  Mr.  "Wvmwtwn 
9f9Bch  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  CAL*ooif  anid,  be  did  not  rise  to  eonsiifer 
whether  the  war  wae  originitllf  just  and  neces- 
••ry  \  or  whether  the  AdnliiiJstnitioii  had  aban- 
doned the  originai  objecie  of  Che  contest ;  much 
Iea6^  wfaoiher  the  Oppot^ion,  acroording  to  the 
T«ry  modest  deehiratioa  of  the  nember  from  flew 
Hnoipehlre,  (Mr.  Wsmteh.)  possessed  all  of  the 
ittlent  attd  confidenoe  of  the  country.  Hisobj^ot 
W9M  to  call  the  attention  of  this  Hoose  to  the  ne- 
eessity  of  prompt  and  vigorous  meaanres  f&t  the 
proseeation  of  the  war.  If  ever  a  body  of  men 
ueld  the  destinies  of  a  Country  in  their  hands,  H 
was  that  which  he  was  now  addressing.  Yov 
have  for  an  enemy  a  Power  the  most  implacable 
•nd  formidable;  who,  now  freed  from  any  other 
contest,  wtilf  the  very  next  camnaip,  direct  the 
whole  of  his  force  against  yon.  Besides  his  deen 
rooted  enmity  againat  this  country,  which  wiA 
urge  him  to  etertion,  the  enemy  is  aware  of  the 
necessity,  on  his  part,  to  bring  the  contest  to  n 
speedy  termination*  He  dreads  its  continuance; 
for  he  well  knows,  that  should  it  be  maintained 
by  us  with  vigor,  for  only  n  few  years,  there  will 
b0  other  (Mrties  to  th#  struggle,  which  may  again 
involvn  him  in  a  war  with  all  Knrope.  He  then 
will  pitt  forth,  from  spite  and  policy,  the  whole 
of  hie  ii#eogMi  the  vevy  next  Sommer,  to  cmsh 


us  if  possible  by  one  mighty  eflfort.    To  meet 
this  state  of  things,  the  whole  of  the  resources 
will  have  to  be  called  into  action ;  aod,  what  is 
uf  equal  importance,  with  such  promptitude  as 
to  be  ready  to  act  as  soon  as  the  season  will  ad- 
mit.   What  then  are  the  duties  which  devolve 
on  this  House,  and  which  must  be  performed  in 
order  that  we    may  be  in  a  state  of  desiraUr 
preparation  to  meet  and  maintain  the  struggle  1 
This  is  the  question  which  he  proposed  to  con- 
sider, not  indeed  in  detail,  or  with  great  accuracy, 
but  generally,  in  order  that  we  may  be  aware  of 
the  urgent  necessity  for  despatch.    First,  then,  it 
will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  pass  these  resola- 
tions,  or  some  others  of  eooal  vigor,  into  laws. 
Our  finances  it  is  acknowledged  are  much  de- 
ranged ;  and  it  is  also  admitted,  on  all  sides,  that 
they  can  only  be  restored  by  a  vigorous  system 
of  taxes.    Has  any  member  estimated  how  much 
time  this  will  consume.    It  is  now  the  25th  of 
October,  and  we  have  not  passed  even  the  reso- 
Intiono;  at  the  same  rate  or  proceeding,  to  settle 
all  the  complexity  of  the  detail  of  bills,  and  pass 
them  into  laws,  will  require  months.  In  the  next 
place,  it  will  be  necessary  (he  presumed  no  mem- 
ber could  donht  it)  to  take  the  state  of  the  circu* 
I  a  ling  medium  into  consideration;  and  to  devise 
some  measure  to  render  it  more  safe,  and  adapted 
to  the  purposes  of  finance.    The  single  fact,  that 
we  have  no  proper  medinm,  commensurate  in  it« 
circulation- with  the  Union^-^that  \t  is  all  local—iv 
calculated  to  produce  much  embarrassment  hk 
the  operation  of  the  Treasury.    But,  sir,  aftei*  we* 
have  passed  the  taxes  and  established  an  adequnt<t^ 
circulating  medium,  which  mnst  of  necessitfi 
with  the  closest  attention,  consume  mudh  time, 
mnch  still  will  remain  to  be  done.    The  Army, 
to  which  the  President  has  so  strongly  called 
oar  attcnttoo,  has  not  yet  claimed  a  moment  of 
oor  time.    He  would  not  pretend  to  anticipate 
the  plan  which  the  Military  Committee  would 
dnnbtless  submit  to  this  Honse,  but  he  woold 
state  what  appeared  to  him  indispensable  to  give 
the  greatest  effect,  with  the  most  economy,  to 
our  arma.    He  did  not  wieh  to  be  understood 
parsimony,  but  that  which  gave  lo  the  omonof 
expended  the  greatest  effbot. 

The  enemy  at  preseiK  presses  the  war  both  oft 
onr  seaboard  and  interior  frontier.  The  nature 
of  the  war  on  either,  will^  if  properly  considered, 
indicate  the  mode,  that  \\  ooght  to  be  met  m^i 
resisted.  On  the  seaboard  ii  must  be  strictly  de« 
iensive.  The  enemy  can  make  no  permanent 
conquest  of  any  importance  there ;  but  he  hopes, 
by  alarming  aiid  haraasing  the  country,  and  pwt- 
ting  us  to  an  enormous  expense  in  defending  it, 
to  break  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  and  bring  it  to 
his  own  terms.  The  only  remedy  in  our  hand, 
without  a  marchin|^  force.  '\%  to  fortify  as  strongly 
as  possible  the  eitiee  and  exposed  points,  and  to 
garrison  them  with  a  sufiteient  number  of  expe>- 
rienced  regular  troops.  In  case  of  an  attack, 
they  are  to  be  aided  by  militia  of  the  eitiee  ana 
adjacent  country,  called  out  on  the  occasion  en 
maue  which  can  be  done  without  much  vexo- 
lioa  or  expense.    It  is  ibuft  by  having  respcoto- 
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ble  garrisoaa  of  regular  troopa,  aided  as  he  has 
stated,  aod  supported  by  stroog  works,  we  wili 
afford  more  security,  and  will  save  millions  of 
expense.  The  present  militia  force  he  supposed, 
10  actual  service,  could  not  be  much  short  of  one 
hundred  thousand.  Less  that  half  that  number 
of  regulars  could  be  made  abundantly  adequate  to 
the  defence  of  our  seaboard. 

On  the  Canada  frontier  the  war  mast  assume 
an  opposite  character.  If  we  wish  to  act  with 
effect,  tt  must  there  be  wholly  offensive.  He  did 
hope  the  miserably  stale  and  absurd  objections 

Sainst  offensive  opera liotis  in  Canada  had  ceas- 
,  till  he  heard  yesterday  the  member  from  New 
Hampshire  (Mr.  Wbbster.)  It  was  so  obviously 
the  cneapest  and  most  effectual  mode  of  operat- 
ing on  our  enemy^  that  thinking  men,  he  believed, 
with  little  exception,  of  all  parties,  had  agreed  in 
its  expediency.  For,  suppose  that  we  should 
have  at  the  opening  of  the  next  campaign  a  suf- 
ficient force  on  the  Canada  frontier  for  its  reduc- 
tion; and  what  would  then  be  the  result?  Either 
our  enemy  must  call  off  the  whole  of  his  force  to 
defend  himself  in  that  quarter^r  he  must  permit 
it  to  fall  into  our  possession.  Either  event  would 
be  desirable.  If  the  enemy  should  adopt  the  for- 
mer, as  in  all  probability  he  would  be  compelled 
to  do,  our  seaboard  would  be  freed  from  danger 
and  alarm,  and  we  would  have  the  further  ad- 
vantage of  meeting  him  on  equal  terms.  He 
would  no  longer  be  aided  by  his  maritime  supe- 
riority. If,  however,  he  should  not  strengthen 
himself  in  Canada,  but  continue  the  war  on  the 
coast,  it  would  be  still  more  to  our  advantage. 
The  reduction  of  his  possessions,  besides  shed- 
ding a  fflory  on  our  arms,  and  producing  both 
here  and  in  England  the  happiest  effects  in  our 
favor,  would  enable  us  to  maintain  the  struggle 
with  half  the  expense  in  men  and  money.  Af- 
ter so  desirable  an  event  our  efforts  might  be  al- 
most exclusively  directed  to  the  defence  of  the 
seaboard,  lind  the  war  would  assume  a  new  as- 
pect highly  favorable  to  this  country. 

To  cause  so  desirable  a  state  of  things,  a  regu- 
lar force  of  at  least  fifty  thousand  men  ought  tu 
be  ready  to  act  against  Canada  by  the  first  of 
May  or  June^  at  farthest.  If  they  could  be  im- 
mediately raised  and  marched  to  their  proper 
depots  for  training,  they  could  in  a  few  months 
be  well  trained  for  service.  He  was  well  assured 
that  the  brilliant  battles  of  Bridgewater  and  Chip- 

Eewa  were  won  by  men,  three-fourths  of  whom 
ad  not  been  in  the  ranks  more  than  four  months. 
With  skilful  officers,  and  with  the  aptitude  of  the 
Americans  to  acquire  the  military  art,  the  finest 
army  in  a  few  months  might  be  formed.  He 
said,  he  could  not  refrain  from  congratulating  this 
House  and  country  on  the  acquisition  we  had 
made,  in  so  short  a  time,  of  military  skill.  It  was 
wonderful,  almost  incredible,  that  in  a  year  or 
two,  with  very  little  opportunity,  such  Generals 
should  be  found  as  have  the  last  Summer  led 
our  Army  to  glory.  No  country,  under  all  of 
these  circumstances,  ever  in  so  snort  a  time  de- 
veloped so  much  military  talent.  Put  under  their 
command  without  delay  a  suffieieoi  force,  well 


appointed,  and  you  will  then  find  yooraelves  in 
the  road  to  honor  and  secure  peace.    Bat,  can 
this  be  done  by  idle  debate,  by  discassiog  the  ori- 
gin of  the  war,  and  the  relative  talent  and  virtue 
of  the  two  great  parties  in  this  country  1    Now  U 
our  time,  not  for  debate,  but  action.    Moch  is  to 
be  done.    We  have  not  a  moment  to  lose.    Time 
is  to  us  everything,  men,  mone^,  honor,  glory, 
and  peace.    Should  we  consume  it  in  debate,  and 
let  tne  moments  for  preparation  ^lide  away,  oor 
affairs  must  be  irretrievablv  ruined.     Compare 
what  remains  to  be  done  with  the  time  for  action, 
and  it  is  certain,  that  to  act  promptly  is  as  im- 
portant as  to  act  at  all.    Under  these  impressions, 
he  hoped  that  the  House  would  pass  this  day  on 
all  the  resolutions;  and  that  they  would  be  re- 
ferred bsck  to  the  Committee  to  report  bills  im- 
mediately ;  and  that  whatever  was  needful  to  our 
earlv  and  complete  preparation,  would  be  prompt- 
ly despatched.    The  enemy  is  already  arrivcxi, 
and,  as  soon  a»  permitted  by  the  season,  will 
strike  with  deadly  intention;  let  us  be  ready  to 
receive  and  return  the  blow  with  redoubled  force. 
We  are  placed  in  circumstances  the  most  urgent 
and  imperious.  Our  supposed  weakness  has  tempt- 
ed the  enemy  to  make  his  extraordinary  demands. 
Who  that  bears  the  heart  of  an  American  can 
think  of  them  without  the  most  just  indignation? 
Surrender  the  Lakes  to  his  control ;  renounce  the 
fisheries,  that  nursery  for  seamen ;  cede  a  part  of 
Maine,  and  all  beyond  the  Qreenville  line,  and 
recognise  the  Indians  as  their  allies,  and  under 
their  protection.    Such  is  his  langaage.    He  re- 
lies not  so  much  on  his  own  strength  as  oor  weak* 
ness  and  disunion.    Let  it  be  our  most  serious 
business,  by  vigor  and  promptitude,  lo  baflle  and 
destroy  his  vain  hopes.    If  we  fail,  it  will  not  be 
for  the  want  of  means,  bat  because  we  have  not 
used  them.    We  have  generals  and  troops  that 
have  proved  themselves  an  over  match  for  tlie 
choicest  of  the  enemy's  battalions^  commanded  by 
her  most  boasted  officers.    To  this  evidence  of 
skill  aod  courage,  superadd  preparations  on  our 
part  equal  to  our  resources ;  by  this  means  yoa 
will  make  him  sensible  of  his  presompiion,  and 
listen  to  terms  of  peace  honorable  to  both  nations. 
He  has  it  in  bis  power  at  all  times  to  make  soch 
a  peace.    Every  member  who  hears  me,  knows 
this  to  be  the  fact,  notwithstanding  the  unjust 
and  unfounded  insinuations  of  the  member  from 
New  Hampshire  (Mr.  WEBnTcn)  to  the  contrary. 
He  observed  again,  that  England  dreaded  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  contest.    The  affairs  of  Europe 
are  far  from  being  settled.    Her  relation  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view  is  calculated  to  raise 
up  powerful  enemies  on  the  Continent.    Should 
she  be  foiled  aod  disgraced  here,  which  she  most 
be  if  we  but  do  our  duty,  the  opportunity  so  fa- 
vorable to  humble  her  will  be  seised.    Of  these 
facts  she  is  sensible  i  and  onr  very  preparation  for 
a  vigorous  war  will  make  her  dread  the  contest 
But,  suppose,  instead  of  vigorous  and   prompt 
preparation,  we  consume  our  time  in  debate  heie, 
and  permit  our  affairs  to  go  on  in  the  consequent 
slow  and  feeble  way.    Where  is  the  man  ao  blind 
as  to  believe  that  England  will  limit  bet  views 
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by  her  preseot  demftnds,  as  extravagant  as  they 
are?  We  are  already  told,  that  she  will  propor- 
tioo  her  future  deawDds  to  the  relative  situation 
of  the  two  countries.  She  neither  expected  nor 
desired  peace  on  the  terms  which  were  offered. 
Her  bosom  is  repossessed  with  the  ambition  and 
projects  that  inspired  her  in  the  vear  TG.  It  is 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  revivea ;  we  are  affain 
struggling  for  our  liberty  and  independence.  The 
enemy  stands  ready,  and  eagerly  watches  to  seize 
any  opportunity  which  our  feebleness  or  division 
may  present,  to  realize  his  gigantic  schemes  of 
conquest.  In  this  struggle  for  existence,  he  mast 
entreat  the  members  of  the  Opposition,  though 
they  can  reconcile  it  to  their  conscience  to  stand 
with  folded  arms  and  coldly  look  on,  not  to  im- 
pede by  idle  and  frivolous  debate  the  efforts  of 
those  who  are  ready  by  every  sacrifice  to  main- 
tain the  independence  of  the  country.  The  sub- 
ject is  weighty ;  he  felt  himself  pressed  on  all 
»ides  by  the  most  interesting  topics;  butbe  would 
abstain  from  further  observation,  lest  he  who  ad- 
monished against  the  consumption  of  the  time  of 
the  House  in  long  debate,  should  set  ao  example 
of  it  in  himself.  The  time  is  precious.  He  felt 
that  he  owed  an  apology  for  consuming  so  much 
as  he  had  done. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  spoke  briefly 
in  explanation. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  in  his  usual  pointed 
manner  assigned  the  reason  which  induced  him 
to  vote  for  the  increased  tax. 

Mr.  Shipherd  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  although  we  have  been  solemnly 
admonisned,  by  a  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
na, (Mr.  Calhoun,)  to  waste  no  more  time  in 
idle  debate,  as  he  is  pleased  to  call  the  arguments 
on  the  question  before  the  House,  you  will  par- 
don me  if  I  venture  yet  to  exercise  the  priviles^e 
of  the  Representative  of  a  free  people,  and  frankly 
express  my  reasons  for  the  vote  I  shall  ^ive 
against  the  resolution  before  you.  The  question, 
sir,  is  a  momentous  one,  and  ought  not  to  be  hur- 
ried. To  dash  into  a  measure  so  ioterestine  to 
our  constituents  without  deliberation,  would  be 
rash  and  imprudent. 

If  the  convictions  of  my  mind  would  permit.  I 
should  most  cordially  vote  in  this  case  with  the 
majority.  Had  their  side  of  the  question  the 
least  perceptible  advantage,  nothing  would  sive 
me  more  measure  than  to  add  a  vote  to  their 
number.  For,  sir,  I  declare  most  sincerely  and 
truly,  that  any  opposition  of  mine,  is  from  no  de- 
sire to  give  new  asperity  to  party  animosity. 
Fain  would  I  hush  its  bickerings,  and,  if  possible, 
drive  the  fiend  from  our  country,  and  extinguish 
her  torch. 

No  man,  more  than  myself,  can  wish  to  con- 
ciliate, and,  in  the  patriotic  desire  to  save  the 
country  from  ruin,  lose  forever  those  prejudices 
which  have  long  been  an  evil  deeply  to  be  la- 
mented. Fain  would  I,  if  possible,  convince  the 
majority  by  a  cordial  co-operation  when  they  are 
right,  and  a  dispatiooate  opposition  when  wrong, 
of  a  disposition,  on  our  part,  to  seek  and  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  nation,  aud  to  support  any  dis- 


creet measure  whether  it  shall  eome  from  this  or 
that  side  of  the  House. 

Sir,  gentlemen  ought  not  to  resent  opposition. 
The  dearest  and  strongest  convictions  may  im- 
pel the  legislator  zealously  to  resist  what  a  ma- 
jority may  as  sincerely  think  right.  Members  of 
the  same  party  think  and  vote  differently  on  par- 
ticular questions,  and  yet  it  is  productive  ol  no 
resentments. 

Such,  sir,  ought  to  be  our  charity  towards  those 
who  oppose  even  our  most  favorite  objects,  espe- 
cially 11  they  are  in  the  least  doubtful,  as  to  be- 
lieve they  act  from  a  sense  of  duty,  unless  we 
have  sufficient  evidence  of  a  different  disposition. 
Indiscriminate  condemnation  of  the  motives  of 
an  antagonist  is  certainly  no  less  than  odious  in- 
tolerance, which  must  be  avoided,  to  perpetuate 
the  blessings  of  freedom. 

But,  sir,  however  strong  I  may  desire  union 
and  a  perfect  good  understanding  between  the 
different  sides  of  this  House,  an  aoerration  from 
duty,  or  the  abandonment  of  an  opinion  formed 
after  a  long  and  deliberate  examination  of  the 
subject,  would  be  a  sacrifice  too  great,  and  there- 
fore cannot  be  made.  From  such  examination  I 
have  formed  an  opinion,  and  therefore  proceed  to 
give  this  House  the  view  I  have  taken  of  the 
subject. 

It  is  said  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  in 
substance,  that  the  Treasury  is  without  money, 
Government  without  credit,  and  the  armies  with- 
out men.  That  the  Union  is  in  danger,  and,  un- 
less prompt  and  sufficient  aids  are  furnished  by 
the  Legislature,  we  shall  be  ruined.  To  thia 
statement  of  facts  I  subscribe.  The  evidencta 
are  too  strong  to  be  doubted  ;  and,  because  such 
is  the  state  of  the  nation,  am  I  opposed  to  the 
resolution,  and  the  reasons  urged  for  an  affirma- 
tive vote*will  induce  me  to  give  a  negative.  If 
we  are  ruined,  who  has  been  tbe  despoiler  1  Sure- 
ly it  cannot  be  charged  upon  those  who,  for  four- 
teen years,  have  been  deprived  of  the  means  of 
doing  good  or  evil  to  the  Qovernment ;  men  who 
have  been  declared  unworthy  to  participate  in 
the  administration  of  our  public  affairs.  Sir,  it 
must  be  charged  to  your  public  agents  as  having 
produced  this  mighty  ruin. 

There  was  a  lime,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  the 
Government  was  wisely  administered,  and  the 
speedy  fruits  were  fame,  wealth,  peace,  and  pros- 
perity, to  the  Government  and  people. 

The  Union  was  a  splendid  luminary,  whose 
light  attracted  the  attention,  and  excited  the  ad- 
miration, of  the  civilized  world.  The  surest 
earnest  of  permanency  and  stability  seemed  to 
be  given,  and  we  fondly  thought  that  remote  gen- 
erations would  partake  of  the  blessings  of  our  ad- 
mired institutions. 

When  the  power  was  wrested  from  the  men 
of  other  times,  the  Treasury  was  full,  our  credit 
was  high,  and  the  revenue  annually  increasing. 
No  calamities,  no  evils,  either  existed  or  threat- 
ened to  impede  the  nation  in  the  career  of  pros- 
perity. Every  class  of  citizens  felt  the  happy 
influence  of  a  free  Government,  administered 
with  wisdom  and  benignity- 
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'  The  glory  of  those  times  appears  more  conspi- 
cuoas,  contrasted  with  the  gloom  and  miserf  of 
the  present.  And  the  wisdom  which  had  framed 
the  GoTernment,  and  given  it  motion  and  direc- 
tion, was  so  powerfai  and  correct,  that  for  years 
it  endured  the  hard  service  of  novel  and  rainoas 
experiment ;  and,  for  aaght  we  know,  might  have 
coQtinaed,  had  not  the  way  of  soccess  been  blocked 
up,  and  the  Government  jostled  from  its  original 
coarse. 

If.  then,  sir,  the  high  officers  of  the  nation  have 
so  inanaged  our  political  concerns^  as  to  sink  os 
from  a  proud  and  lofty  station  to  the  very  depths 
oif  poverty  and  disgrace,  drv  up  the  aontces  of 
reveflue,  load  it  with  debt,  and  make  us  eoniempt- 
ible  in  our  own  and  the  eyes  of  the  nations,  it 
becomes  us  well  to  examine,  and  seriously  to  in- 
quire whether  it  will  be  prudent  to  burden  our 
ooBstituenu  with  oppressive  taxes ;  vainly  hoping 
to  retrieve  our  lost  credit  by  replenishing  our 
empty  Treasury,  to  be  laid  out  under  the  agency 
of  tne  very  men  who  have  given  us  so  many  sad 
examples  of  a  destitutioii  oTthose qualities  which 
only  ought  to  invite  confidence. 

Where  is  oor  guarantee  that  the  money  forced 
ffom  our  sufieriog  fellow-citizens,  will  be  expend- 
ed with  less  prodigality  than  the  millions  which 
have  been  squandered  in  unavailingexperiments 
or  lavished  upon  worthless  men  ?  Will  it  be  de- 
nted, that  the  country  swarms  with  sueh,  and 
thac  they  have  been  too  much  the  favorites  of 
power  for  the  interest  of  the  grand  community  1 

If  a  pledge  of  reformation  can  or  is  to  be  given, 
k(  as  see  it.  Convince  us  that  t4le  Bxectiiive 
bae  become  trustworthy,  and  obiAin  the  united 
CMiffideoee  of  the  Hoose.  But.  sir,  we  are  to  have 
no  such  pledge,  not  even  a  promise;  on  the  con- 
trary^  the  same  phantoms  are  to  be  chased,  the 
satoe  roiiiotts  measures  to  be  adopted,  and  this  19 
openly  avowed  upon  thia  floor.  We,  therefore, 
afo  not  permitted  to  hope  for  a  obauge,  or  e¥en 
t$oi^ect«re  that  new  meaeores  may  produce  a  new 
and  happy  reaolt.  Nothing  before  us  but  aa  ob- 
aifnate  determination  to  persist  in  that  course,  the 
ead  of  whieh  is  inevitable  ruin. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  fair  and  correct  to  calculate 
from  what  has  been,  what  will  be  the  efl^t  of 
the  same  causes,  and  therefore,  from  experience, 
ought  we  to  jttd^e  of  the  fitness  of  any  proposi'^ 
tton,  more  especially  when  a  nation's  interests,  a 
nation's  salvation,  is  depending.  It  is  high  time 
to  dismiss  the  dreams  and  visions  that  have  be- 
wildered and  led  us  astray.  From  the  past,  let 
us,  as  we  love  our  coautry,  look  to  the  fiHure, 
asd,  ^ided  by  this  sure  index,  determine.  In  the 
exercise  of  sober  sense,  ask  oorselves  whether  we 
caUi  with  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  this 
much  injured  nation,  call  upon  it  so  loudly.  To 
nse  this  subject  appears  big  with  importance.  The 
consequences  may  yet  be  lanientea. 

It  roust  require  a  faith  not  imposed,  a  charity 
whieh  would  savor  more  of  weakness  than  piety, 
to  believe  or  anticipate  a  renewing  spirit  hereaf- 
ter to  prevail  in  the  management  of  our  pecuni- 
ary concerns,  so  long  as  the  managera  remain 
unaltered.   There  is  no  demonstration  more  clear 


than  that,  trader  the  charge  of  the  meo  who  hare 
wasted  the  public  finances  and  destroyed  your 
credit,  your  country  will  sink  deeper  and  deeper 
in  ruin. 

If  the  majority,  sir,  possessed  any  inclinatioo 
to  cheer  the  desponding  hopes  of  the  nation  or 
brighten  its  prospects,  and  thereby  invite  the  con- 
fidence and  co-operation  of  the  minority,  their 
President  would  give  some  token  that  he  had 
abandoned  the  old  and  ruinous  coarse,  and  de- 
signed to  seek  one,  new  and  more  promising.    He 
would  even  now  have  emptied  bis  Cabinet  of 
a  group  of  deluded  and  deluding  Ministers,  by 
whom  he  has  been  misled,  wime  conduct  has 
paloably  proved  a  defect  of  head  or  heart,  or  both, 
aad  replenished  it  with  the  first  choice  of  the 
States,  regardless  of  party  distinction.     Bat,  sir, 
he  has  seen  the  ship  sinking,  and  retains,  in  de- 
spite of  the  most  awful  premonitions,  the  same 
pilot  and  helmsman.    Permit  me,  sir,  to  enforce 
the  observations  already  made,  and  those  which 
may  be  made,  by  example,  and  then  jadge  of 
the  Chief  of  vour  Government. 

The  example  remains  a  monument  of  disgrace 
to  this  metropolis.  Look  at  the  walls  of  your 
once  magaificent  Capitol.  Where  now  is  all  its 
grandeur,  its  lofty  arches  aad  proud  columaa 
with  the  costly  garnishing  that  delirhted  the  eye^ 
and  afibrded  ease,  convenience,  and  elegance,  tO) 
the  Representatives  of  the  people? 

They  are  gone,  aad  what  remains  is  a  striking 
proof  of  the  impotence,  the  folly,  not  to  say  cow- 
ardice, of  the  men,  who,  had  they  been  as  they 
ought  to  have  been,  would  have  abandoned,  only 
with  life  or  liberty,  this  oroaoient  of  your  city  to 
the  torches  of  your  enemy.  J9ot  anresisted,  oa- 
dbturbed,  the  haled  foe  was  permitted  to  destroy 
the  very  Hall  where,  bat  about  two  yeara  befor^ 
this  proud  boast  waa  vaantingly  made,  ''My  word 
fot  It,  if  yon  will  declare  war,  in  six  moorhs  rhe 
Canadas  will  be  ours.*  Tes,  sir,  to  the  disgrace 
of  our  country,  the  very  HaH  where  the  questioa 
of  peace  and  war  was  debated,  aad  the  declara- 
tion of  the  latter  was  soiemuly  adopted,  fell  a 
sacrifice  to  the  enemy  who  were  so  contemptibly 
thought  of. 

Permit  me  also,  sir,  to  present  you  the  palace 
of  your  President  in  flames,  or.  if  you  please,  its 
yawning  ruins,  and  the  offices  of  State,  and  above 
all  yonr  navy  y^rd,  and  the  ashes  of  the  frigate 
and  sloop-or-war ;  and.  lastly,  your  President, 
Secretary  of  War,  of  the  Navy,  the  Command- 
ing Gkneral,  and  seven  thousand  oien,  flying  be- 
fore a  handiui  of  marauding  Britiah,  worn  down 
with  fatigue  and  melted  with  heat.  And,  sir,  we 
are  now  asKed  with  the  most  earneat  importunity 
to  intrust  these  men  who  gave  up  to  certain  de- 
struction thb  immense  property,  without  even  an 
effbrt  to  save  it,  with  twenty-one  or  two  millions 
of  dollars  more.  The  destruction  of  the  nary 
yard  was  such  an  act  of  imprudence  that  it  iodi- 
cated  lunacy.  Not  content  with  the  firebraod 
of  the  enemy,  perhaps  praying  that  his  ruthless 
hand  might  spare  some  part  of  the  public  prop- 
erty, the  high  officer,  whose  dnty  it  was  to  pto- 
1  tect  it,  orders  it  all  to  be  burned. 
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Military  geoUecneo,  Mr.  Speaker,  tay  all  this 
irast  properly  mieht  have  been  defeoded,  together 
fi'iih  this  city.  Wbjf  burn  the  Dary  yard  ?  Why 
be  sloop-of-war,  which  had  her  guos  on  board 
lod  prepared  for  actioa,  aod  might  have  been 
ised  to  defend  the  place  where  she  was  built; 
tnd  as  a  last  resort  could  have  been  saved  by 
ihoosing  the  middle  or  eastern  shore  of  the  Po^ 
omac? 

But  no,  she  must  be  burned.  The  frigate  on 
he  stocks,  together  with  the  immeDse  property  of 
he  excellent  establishment  at  the  navy  yard, 
Bust  all  be  devoted  to  the  indiscretion  or  the 
lonorable  Secretary.  No  one,  sir,  will  pretend 
0  say  that  this  property  could  have  been  carried 
•ff  or  u&ed  by  the  enemy.  Steam  engines,  focges, 
vorkskops^  sawmills,  and  vessels,  are  not  eonve- 
lient  for  a  knapsack,  or  even  a  baggage  wagon. 
Vhy  then  burn  this  necessary  and  valuable  prop- 
Tty  ? 

It  is  answered,  it  was  burned  to  prereiM  the 
tnemy  from  taking  it.  Supposing  they  had  done 
o,  it  is  certain  tbey  could  have  done  no  more 
ban  destroyed  it;  they  might,  it  is  true,  have  so 
lone,  and  probably  would,  if  no  attempt  was 
aade  to  defend  it.  A  few  more  heroic  souls, 
lowever,  like  Barney  and  Miller,  would  uoques- 
ionably  have  taugbt  your  enemy,  by  experience 
ad  and  fatal  to  them,  that  the  rights  and  prop- 
rty  of  the  nation  were  not  to  be  inirioged  with 
mpunity. 

But  supposing  the  worst,  that  the  enemy  had 
lone  the  same  that  was  done  in  pursuance  of  the 
secretary's  peremptory  order, and  had  burned  this 
idmirable  establishments  in  point  of  property, 
he  loss  to  the  nation  would  have  been  no  greater; 
n  Doio  t  of  character,  infinitely  better.  And,  after 
L  faithful  experiment,  if  we  bad  failed,  it  was  but 
o  abandon  it  to  the  invaders  to  apare  or  destroy 
It  their  election.  Hence,  sir,  it  is  most  obvious 
hat  there  was  no  ^^essiiy  of  eoounitting  this 
le testable  suicide. 

Here  it  may  be  asked,  bow  this  reasoning  coa- 
:erns  the  subject  before  the  House?  I  will  show 
^ou,  sir,  in  a  few  words,  that  yoar  Obief  M^gis- 
;rate  in  particular  is  reappasible  fur  this  shamefttl 
iraofsacuon.  He,  his  Secretary  of  War,  and  of 
;he  Navy,  were  on  the  Md  of  battle,  or  rather  of 
Sight.  Was  it  then  by  tl^eir  orders  or  the  order 
3l  either  of  them,  that  the  metropolis  was  cow- 
irdly  given  np  to  be  sacked  by  an  enemy  not 
Qoe-ihird  of  the  numberof  our  troops?  And  whe- 
ther this  ba^e  desertion  was  caused  by  either  the 
one  or  the  other  of  the  three,  or  tbe  Commandiag 
Qeneral,  in  either  case  your  President,  air,  is  re- 
sponsible to  the  nation  for  tbe  loss  and  disgrace 
attached  to  the  transaction.  How?  If  it  was  by 
bis  order,  then  he  is  answerable  directly.  If  by 
either  of  the  pair  of  Secretaries,  then  it  became 
him.  indeed  it  was  an  indispensable  duty,  tohfive 
inquired,  and  dismissed  from  office  the  man  whose 
examples  proved  him  unworthy  of  bis  station.  If 
it  was  from  the  mere  motion  of  the  Commandiog 
Qeaeral,  he  should  have  caused  an  immediate 
arrest,  tried  and  punished  him  fur  disgracing  his 
nation  and  office.    A  severe  aeotence  wm  pro- 


nounced against  General  Hull  for  cowardice,  and 
his  surely  was  a  venial  transaction  compared  with 
tbe  flight  ffom  Bladensburg. 

I  would  not  be  understood  as  charging  General 
Winder  with  unmilitary  conduct.  I  had  ever 
supposed  him  a  brave  and  honorable  man,  and 
without  more  proof  I  wish  still  so  to  consider 
him  I  and  for  the  sake  of  this  argument  it  is  im- 
material  whether  he  is  guilty  or  innocent.  la 
either  case  your  President  must  be  answerable. 
That  some  one  is  guilty  cannot  be  doubted,  ami 
it  behooved  the  President  to  seek  redress  for  the 
nation  who  had  entrusted  him  with  the  preroga- 
tives of  his  exalted  station.  Now,  sir,  let  us  in* 
quire  what  was  done  to  satisfy  the  loud  claims 
of  an  injured  people;  what  to  retrieve  their  loat 
honor  ?  Nothing— just  nothing.  It  is  true  a  proc- 
lamation was  issued,  and  the  enemy  ^"wmdoHzti^ 
with  sufficient  heat  and  asperity ;  but  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  who  had  become  so  odious  to  the 
people  that  a  universal  murmur  of  diseonteot 
was  he<urd  in  every  direction,  and  whose  infamf 
is  attested  with  chalk  and  charcoal  in  rttde  prone 
and  verse  upon  the  solitary  walls  of  your  Capitol, 
was  solicited,  entreated  by  the  President  still  to 
retain  his  office.  He  could  not  fndure  the  thougfarit 
of  parting  with  his  clear  friend — this  precioua 
officer. 

You  have,  sir,  already  been  pointed  to  the  de* 
struction  of  the  navy  yard.  It  is  presumed  no 
one  doubts  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  or- 
dered this  destruction ;  an  indiscretion,  to  say  the 
least,  so  extraordinary  that  not  a  single  apologist 
can  be  found  to  excuse  or  justify  the  transactton. 
Well, sir,  where  is  he;  dismissed  from  office  as 
not  trustworthy  ?  No,  sir ;  but  basking  in  the 
smiles  of  the  President — not  a  whisper  from  hie 
lips  disapproving  the  act. 

If  the  Commanding  General  was  guilty,  where 
is  he  ?  Still  in  favor  without  inquiry  anid  with«> 
out  censure. 

If  it  is  the  uayielding  determination  of  tha 
Pfeaddent  10  retain  such  man  in  office,  to  auftr 
the  country  to  be  disgeaced  without  requiriag 
satisfaction  from,  or  inflicting  ponishmeat  upon, 
the  authors,  what,  sir,  is  there  left  to  encourage 
the  people  to  shed  their  blood  or  pay  their  moaey 
in  a  cause  that  afibrds  not  a  ray  of  hope?  The 
heart  sinks  with  despondence  at  the  prospect. 

We  are  asked  witA  emphasis,  **  Will  yon  suAr 

*  the  enemy  to  everr un  the  country  without  oppo- 
'^ition,  jeopardize  the  Union,  and  submit  to  re- 

*  colonization  ?  Will  you  unnerve  the  arm  af 
^  Government  by  withholding  men  and  money 

*  for  defence?"  Sir,  could  we  believe  that  voting 
men  and  money  would  produce  the  promiae4 
effect  there  would  be  a  sufficient  inducement  to 
the  minority  u>  afibid  every  encouragement  to- 
wards the  support  of  the  common  cause.  Had 
we  but  reaaooable  grounds  to  hope  that  the  money 
would  be  expended  to  save  tbe  country,  for  one  I 
should  feel  it  a  duty  to  contribute  my  feeble  aid 
\ii  furnishing  the  Admioistration  with  cash  and 
character.  The  minority  possess  as  ardent  de- 
sires to  serve  and  ennoble  their  country  as  can 
he  felt  on  the  other  side;  but  example^—aQtiona 
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that  speak  loader  than  promises — demonsfrate  the 
certainty,  if  men  and  money  should  be  voted,  of 
a  failure  of  the  desired  object.  The  regular  armies 
are  not  intended  by  the  men  in  power  for  de- 
fence, and  the  money  will  not  be  expended  for 
that  purpose.  If  the  Capitol  of  the  nation,  the 
offices  or  State,  indeed  tne  palace  of  the  Presi- 
dent, were  giv^en  up  by  the  high  officers,  who  were 
present,  to  ravage  and  conflagration,  without  an 
attempt  to  defend  them,  what  reason  have  we  to 
believe  that  other  parts  of  the  Union,  less  dear 
and  interesting  to  the  Cabinet,  are  to  find  in 
our  armies  a  more  prompt  and  effectual  shield? 
Where,  sir,  is  the  benefit  In  building  ships  of  war, 
if  our  own  torches  are  to  burn  tUero  before  they 
leave  the  ways  or  harbors  where  they  were 
launched  ?  But  our  countrv  must  and  will  be  de- 
fended, and  to  reason  from  facts,  not  by  the  armies 
under  the  control  of  your  President,  but  by  the 
militia  of  the  States ;  not  by  the  money  we  may 
here  vote  to  levy  upon  our  suffering  fellow-citi- 
zeno,  but  at  the  expense  of  the  States.  Look,  sir, 
at  the  examples  before  you  since  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  and  see  how  many  instances 
of  defence  can  be  found  from  regular  troops.  De- 
troit had  regulars,  but  no  defence  at  the  Niagara 
frontier,  Sackett^i  Harbor,  the  seaboard  in  the 
South,  Baltimore.  In  the  Eastern  States  the 
militia  have  almost  alone  opposed  their  breasts 
to  an  invading  enemy ;  and  at  flew  London  they 
not  only  defended  the  State,  but  your  vessels 
of  war. 

At  Plattsburg  yon  have  had  a  striking  com- 
ment upon  the  text.  While  the  enemy,  sir,  with 
a  formidable  army  hovered  upon  the  frontier 
line,  General  Izard,  by  whose  order  I  know  not, 
drew  off  about  four  thousand  of  the  regulars,  and 
left,  says  the  official  account,  but  fifteen  hundred. 
to  oppose  Gh)vernor  Prevost  with  fourteen  thous- 
and. A  place  where  our  fleet,  if  necessary,  might 
have  been  protected,  and  where,  when  no  enemy, 
a  large  regular  army  was  stationed,  was  instantly 
abandoned  when  the  enemy  began  to  approach ; 
and  while  the  hosu  of  General  Izard  were  march- 
ing South  from  the  field  of  danger,  the  militia 
were  marching  North  towards  it ;  and  while  this 
regular  army  were  enjoying  the  scene  at  Lake 
Gmrge,  a  place  of  fashionable  resort,  or  admiring 
the  stupendous  scenery  at  Glenn's  Falls,  the  mil- 
itia ware  fighting  the  British  upon  the  banks  of 
Saranac ;  and  this  same  General  Izard  and  army 
passed  through  Sackett's  Harbor,  to  give  another 
opportunity  to  the  militia,  if  invaded,  to  show 
how*capable  they  were  of  defending  their  coon- 
try.  Add  to  all  this,  the  General  Government 
have  refused  to  indemnify  Massachusetts  the  ex- 
pense of  defence  by  her  militia. 

New  York  is  garrisoned  principally  by  militia, 
and  the  city  has  obtained  by  loan  a  million  of 
dollars  to  defray  the  expenses.  Whether  the 
Government  will  ultimately  reimburse  them  this 
larffe  sum,  remains  to  be  known. 

This,  sir,  is  the  state  of  the  country.  Such  is 
the  conduct  of  men  who  guide  its  destinies; 
therefore  I  beg  to  be  forgiven  if  I  withhold  mv 
eoofidance  from  tham,  and  my  rota  to  furnish 


them  with  means  not  to  be  used  for  defence,  but, 
for  I  know  not  what  new  and  idle  scheme  that 
may  strike  the  infatuated  mind. 

One  of  the  first  objects  of  the  Union,  was  the 
more  effectual  protection  of  the  States ;  and  while 
they  engaged  to  pour  their  wealth  into  the  coffers 
of  the  General  Government,  the  Government  un- 
dertook to  reciprocate  the  contribution,  by  af- 
fording the  arms  of  the  Union,  in  all  its  strength, 
for  the  security  and  protection  of  the  commerce 
and  soil  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  commerce  is  long  since  fallen  a  miserable 
sacrifice  to  the  experiments  of  the  Gkivernmeot; 
an  enemy  has  been  provoked  to  attack  oar  soil. 
In  the  name  of  common  justice  permit  me  to  ask, 
what  right  can  you  have  to  demand  money  of  the 
States  from  which  you  withhold  your  promised 
protection?  The  moment,  sir,  that  the  contract- 
ed reciprocity  is  broken  then  yoo  have  violated 
the  bond  of  union,  and  you  deprive  yourself  of 
the  right  to  ask  for  men  or  money.  Indeed, 
sir,  yon  absolve  the  States  from  their  obligatioa 
to  furnish  you  with  either. 

I  deny,  sir,  that  the  compact  on  the  part  of 
Government  has  been  fulfilled — it  has  ceased  to 
do  its  duty— and  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
doubt  the  fidelity  to  place  any  confidence  in  the 
Government.  Therefore,  sir,  if  yoo  divest  the 
States  of  the  means  of  defending  themselves,  by 
draughting  away  their  men  and  taking  away  their 
money,  you  not  only  infringe  the  instrument,  by 
virtue  of  which  you  claim  the  power,  but  you  do 
an  act  of  injustice— you  grieve  and  oppress.  Go 
on  with  the  proposed  plans  of  invasion,  taxes, 
and  perhaps  conscriptions,  and  what  will  be  the 
consequence?  You  will  beggar  the  people,  pro- 
voke the  enemy  of  your  own  creating  to  invade 
the  States,  and  then,  after  you  have  deprived 
them  of  the  means  of  security,  they  will  be  left 
naked  and  ruined,  to  fail  a  prey  to  the  power  o£ 
an  enemy  enraged  by  your  onsuccessfnl  invasions. 

It  is  said  the  Union  is  in  danger,  '^and,  unless 
we  furnish  the  Government  with  prompt  and 
effectual  means,  it  will  be  too  late."  Sir,  the 
Union,  to  all  beneficial  purposes,  is  already  gone. 
Nothing  but  a  name  and  shadow  is  left ;  a  shadow 
inlan^ioie,  empty,  and  evanescent.  Inquire,  sir, 
for  it  IS  worth  your  inquiry,  what  are  the  benefiu 
contemplated  by  yonr  Constitution  that  remaia 
to  the  people?  Can  you  vouch  that  there  isonel 
ft  has  been  shown,  that  commerce  and  protection 
do  not  exist  in  any  measure  in  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, lu  credit  is  gone,  its  strength  is  worn 
out,  and  pardon  me  when  I  say  that  the  word 
Union  cannot  be  applied  to  a  people  among  whom 
nothing  but  a  political  bond  exists,  and  that  so 
worn  and  weakened  that  it  binds  to  no  beneficial 
purpose. 

It  has  been  also  said,  over  the  way,  that  "  nnioa 
is  necessary  to  carry  on  the  war,  and  give  credit 
to  the  Government.*'  It  is  much  to  be  lamented 
that  this  consideration  (which  is  by  no  meaos 
new)  had  not  prevailed  before  the  war  was  de- 
clared. Gkntlemen  will  not  deny  that  the  warn- 
ing voice  of  the  minority  told  them  the  danger 
of  declaring  war  againat  the  feelings  and  wishes, 
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if  not  of  a  majority,  at  least  of  a  powerful  minor- 
ity of  the  people.  Yes,  sir,  they  were  warned 
with  a  voice,  solemo,  argumentative,  and  pro- 
phetic, and  the  destructive  result  has  proved  with 
what  accuracy  the  coutemned  expostulation  of 
the  minority  were  scorned.  It  is  said  that  gen- 
tlemen are  too  late  in  calling  for  help.  The 
Union  is  convulsed  with  those  awful  spasms  that 
are  the  too  certain  precursors  of  dissolution. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  observed,  that  we  must  have 
fifty  thousand  men  raised  for  the  next  campaign, 
to  invade  the  Canadas.  How,  sir,  can  they  be 
raised?  The  most  extravagant  bounties  for  sol- 
diers have  been  offered,  and  to  little  purpose  $  few 
have  been  enlisted,  ana  it  is  thought  still  fewer 
will  enlist  on  a  further  attempt ;  and,  could  you 
raise  a  large  army,  Canada  is  strongly  defended, 
and  defies  your  power. 

The  flower  of  the  American  army  have  made 
an  attempt ;  they  have  fought  well ;  have  richly 
earned  tnanks  and  praise  for  themselves,  and 
medals  for  their  Oenerals;  they  have  conquered, 
and  how  far  have  they  progressed  into  the  ene- 
my's country  7  Merely  obtained  a  foothold ;  and, 
in  so  doing,  the  armv  h  almost  annihilated.  A 
few  more  victories  lixe  those  would  leave  us  des- 
titute of  a  soldier— would  leave  us  glory  and  ruin. 

The  same  gentleman  also  observed,  that  *^  the 
aspect  of  the  war  was  changed,  aiid  had  now  be- 
come defensive.'*  In  fact,  sir,  this  is  correct.  Our 
enemy  have  become  more  powerful  by  their  vic- 
tories, and  the  consequent  peace  in  Europe.  The 
face  of  our  affairs  has  changed  in  another  respect? 
When  the  war  was  declared  we  were  to  take  the 
Canadas  in  six  weeks,  and,  after  three  campaigns, 
we  have'  much  less  of  their  country  than  they 
have  of  ours.  The  change  of  the  aspect  of  the 
war,  it  seems,  ought  to  admonish  us  to  beware. 
If,  when  the  enemy  had  Europe  tofiffht,  we  were 
unable  lo  invade  them  with  success,  from  whence 
do  we  derive  a  hope  that  we  can  now  succeed, 
when  we  are  their  only  enemy?  I  beseech  gen- 
tlemen to  deceive  themselves  no  longer,  but  to 
abandon  those  airy  schemes  which  can  never  be 
realized ;  which  serve  only  to  sink  and  ruin  their 
country. 

I  would  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  how,  if 
be  bad  money,  he^  will  obtain  men  for  the  inva* 
sioD  ?  Surely  he  cannot  be  igoqraot  that  men 
will  not  enlist  for  that  nurpose ;  and  I  b^  of  the 
majority  to  reflect  well  before  they  attempt  to 
force  men  into  the  ranks.  The  free  and  brave 
men  of  the  North  and  East  will  never  submit  to 
the  attempt.  They  will  resist  to  blood  those  who 
shall  encroach  upon  their  liberties,  and  lamented 
consequences  might  follow  such  an  attempt.  The 
aspect  of  the  war  in  such  a  case  would  change 
and  become  purely  defensive,  but  it  would  wear 
frowns  more  terrible  to  the  invaders  than  Amer- 
ica has  ever  witnessed. 

When  Mr.  S.  had  concluded — 

A  division  of  the  question  having  been  called 
on  the  resolution  respecting  the  direct  tax,  the 
first  question  put  was  on  the  following  part: 
**  Resolved,  that  it  ia  expodieot  to  continoe  the 


direct  tax.**    On  this  question,  the  votes  were — 
For  the  motion  104,  against  it  26,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Alexsnder,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bur- 
well,  Butler,  Csperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Chappeli,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Da- 
na, Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  DeooysUes,  Desha,  Duval], 
Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fiak  of  Vermont,  Fiak 
of  New  Yoik,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goldsborongh,  Goodwyn,  Griffin, 
Grosvenor,  Hall,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Humphreys,  Hunger- 
ford,  Ingham,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mary 
land,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Lefierts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Maoon,  McCoy,  McKae, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelsont  Newton,  Oak- 
ley, OrjDcby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage,  Schnreman, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Soiith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
SUnford,  Strong,  TannehiU,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troap, 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wibon  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Msssachusetts,  Bradbury, 
Brigham,  Davenport,  Hale,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lovett,  Markell,  Moffit, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Poet,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Ruggles, 
Shipherd,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Voae,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  and  Wilcox. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  remaining 
clause  of  the  resolution,  ^  and  to  increase  the  same 
100  per  cent." — and  decided  as  follows: 

YxAs— Messrs.  Alexander,  Andenon,  Avery,  Bar- 
bour, Bard,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Cannon,  Chappeli,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Croocn,  Cuth- 
bert, Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fi«k  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  fork,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Glas- 
I  gow,  Goodwyn,  Giiffin,  Hall,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Humphreys,  Hunger^ 
ford,  Ingham,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moors, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Pleasanta, 
William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia 
Strong,  TannehiU,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  IJdree, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Yancey— 69 

Nats-— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bradbury^ 
Brigham,  Gaperton,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport, 
Franklin,  €raston,  Goldsborongb,  Hale,  Hulbert,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lovett, 
Macon,  Markell,  Moffit,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schoreman,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stonfbrd,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton, 
White,  and  WUcox— 37 

So  it  was  determined  to  continue  the  present 
direct  tax,  and  increase  the  same  100  per  cent. 

The  second  resolution,  "to  increase  the  duty 
on  spirits  distilled  by  an  additional  duty  of  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  per  gallon,''  being  under  con* 
aideration,  together  with  the  amendment  made 
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Due  condderatioii  ham  been  bestowed  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  that  letter,  and  I  have  now  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit to  the  committee  Uie  following  report: 

1.  That  the  present  Military  Establishment,  amount- 
ing tosiity-two  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-eight 
men,  be  preserved  and  made  complete,  and  that  the 
most  efficient  means  authorized  by  the  Constitution 
and  consistent  with  the  jgeneral  rights  of  our  fellow 
citizens  be  adopted,  to  fill  the  ranks,  and  with  the  least 
possible  delay. 

2.  That  a  jpermanent  force,  consisting  of  at  least 
forty  thousand  men,  in  addition  to  the  present  Military 
Establishment,  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  our  cities 
and  frontiers,  under  an  engagement  by  the  Executive 
with  such  corps  that  it  shall  be  employed  in  that  ser- 
vice within  certain  specified  limits,  and  that  a  propor- 
tional augmentation  of  general  officers  of  each  grade, 
and  other  stafif,  be  provided  for. 

3.  That  the  corps  of  engineers  be  enlarged. 

4.  That  the  ordnance  department  be  amended. 
Respecting  the  enlargement  of  the  corps  of  engineers, 

I  shall  submit  hereafter  a  more  detailed  communica- 
tion. 

For  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  Ordnance  de- 
partment, i  submit  a  report  from  the  senior  officer  of 
that  department  in  this  dty,  which  is  approved. 

I  shall  be  ready  and  happy  to  communicate  such 
further  remarks  and  details  on  these  subjects  as  the 
committee  may  desire,  and  shall  request  permission  to 
suggest  hereafter  the  result  of  further  attention  to,  and 
reflection  on,  our  Militaiy  Establishment  generally, 
should  anything  occur  which  may  be  deemed  worthy 
its  attention.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dee. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  G.  M.  Tbocp, 

Chairman  BGIUary  Committee. 

Explanatory  Observations  accompanying  the  Letter 
Jrom  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
dKUiary  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representa' 
tives. 

In  providing  a  force  necessaiy  to  bring  this  war  to 
a  happy  termination,  the  nature  of  the  crisis  in  which 
we  are  involved,  and  the  extent  of  its  dangers,  claim 
particular  attention.  If  the  means  are  not  fully  ade- 
quate to  the  end,  discomfiture  must  inevitably  ensue. 

It  may  be  fairly  presumed,  that  it  is  the  object  of 
the  British  Qovemment,  by  striking  at  the  prmcipal 
sources  of  our  prosperity,  to  diminish  the  importance, 
if  not  to  destroy  the  political  existence  of  the  United 
States.  If  any  doubt  remained  on  this  subject,  it  has 
been  completely  removed  by  the  despatches  from  our 
Ministen  at  Ghent,  which  were  lately  laid  befbre  Con- 


A  nation  contending  for  its  existence  against  an 
enemy  powerful  by  land  and  sea,  £ivored  In  a  peculiar 
manner  by  extraordinary  events,  must  make  great  ex- 
ertions, and  suffiir  great  sacrifices.  Forced  to  contend 
again  for  our  liberties  and  independence,  we  are  called 
on  for  a  display  of  all  the  patriotism  which  distin- 
guished our  fellow-citizens  in  the  first  great  struggle. 
It  may  be  fairly  concluded,  that  if  the  United  States 
sacrifice  any  right,  or  make  any  dishonorable  conces- 
sion to  the  demands  of  the  British  Crovemment,  the 
spirit  of  the  nation  will  be  broken,  and  the  foundations 
of  their  union  and  independence  shaken.  The  United 
States  must  relinquLsh  no  right,  or  perish  in  the  strug- 
gle. There  b  no  intermediate  ground  to  rest  on.  A 
concession  on  one  point,  leads  directly  to  the  suneuder 


of  every  other.  The  result  of  the  contest  cannot  be 
doubtful.  The  highest  confidence  is  enieftained  that 
the  stronger  the  pressure,  and  the  greater  the  danger, 
the  more  firm  and  vigorous  vrill  be  the  resirtance,  and 
the  more  successful  and  glorious  the  result. 

It  is  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  enemy  to  hj  waste 
and  destroy  our  cities  and  villages,  and  to  desolate  oar 
coast,  of  which  examples  have  already  been  afforded. 
It  is  evidently  his  intention  to  press  the  war  along  the 
whole  extent  of  our  sesboard,  in  the  hope  of  exiiaust* 
ing  equally  the  spirits  of  the  people,  and  the  national 
resources.  There  is  also  reason  to  presume,  that  it  is 
the  intention  to  press  the  war  from  Canada  on  the 
adjoining  States,  while  attempts  are  made  on  the  dty 
of  New  York,  and  other  important  points,  with  a  view 
to  the  vain  project  of  dismemberment  or  subingatioii. 
It  may  be  inferred  likewise  to  be  a  part  of  the  schesae 
to  continue  to  invade  this  part  of  the  Union,  while  a 
separate  force  attacks  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  the 
hope  of  taking  possession  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
and  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  that  great  inlet 
and  key  to  the  commerce  of  all  that  portiou  of  the 
United  States  lying  westward  of  the  Alle^ianj  moun- 
tains. The  peace  in  Europe  having  given  to  the  ene- 
my a  large  disposable  force,  has  essentially  lavond 
these  objects. 

The  advantage  which  a  great  naval  superiority  gives 
to  the  enemy,  by  enabling  him  to  move  troops  from 
one  quarter  to  another,  from  Maine  to  the  Mkmasippi, 
a  coast  of  two  thousand  miles  extent,  is  very  consider- 
able. Even  a  small  force  moved  in  this  manner  for 
the  purposes  avowed  by  the  British  commanders,  can- 
not fail  to  be  sensibly  felt,  more  especially  by  those 
who  are  most  exposed  to  it.  It  is  obvious,  if  the  mili- 
tia are  to  be  relied  on  principally  for  the  defence  of  our 
cities  and  coasts  against  their  predatory  and  desert- 
ing incursions,  wherever  they  may  be  made,  that,  by 
interfering  with  their  ordinary  pursuits  of  industry,  it 
must  be  attended  with  serious  interruption  and  losf 
to  them,  and  injury  to  the  public,  while  it  greatij  in- 
creases the  expense.  It  is  an  object,  therefore,  of  the 
highest  importance,  to  provide  a  regular  fotce,  with 
the  means  of  transporting  it  from  one  quarter  to  an- 
other along  our  coast,  thereby  following  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  with  the  greatest  posnble  rapidity, 
and  repelling  the  attack  wherever  it  may  be  made. 
These  remarks  are  equally  true  as  to  the  militia  ser- 
vice generally  under  the  present  organization  of  the 
militia,  and  the  short  terms  of  service  prescribed  by 
law.  It  may  be  stated  with  confidence,  that  at  least 
three  times  Uie  force  in  militia  has  been  employed  at 
our  principal  cities  along  the  coast,  and  on  the  fron- 
tier, in  marching  to  and  returning  thence,  that  would 
have  been  neceaary  in  regular  troops ;  and  that  the 
expense  attending  it  has  been  more  than  proportiona- 
bly  augmented,  from  the  difficulty,  if  not  the  impoeii- 
bility,  of  preserving  the  same  degree  of  syatem  in  the 
militia  as  in  the  regular  service. 

But  it  will  not  be  sufficient  to  repel  tbeoe  predatoir 
and  desolating  incursions.  To  bring  the  war  to  an 
honorable  termination,  we  must  not  be  contented  with 
defending  ourselves.  Different  feelings  must  be  touched, 
and  apprehensions  excited  in  the  British  Government. 
By  pushing  the  war  into  Canada,  we  secure  the  friend- 
ship of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  command  their  services, 
otherwise  to  be  turned  by  the  enemy  against  os;  we 
relieve  the  coast  from  the  desolation  whidi  is  intended 
for  it,  and  we  keep  in  our  hands  a  safe  pledge  for  an 
honorable  peace.  a 
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It  foUowf,  from  this  view  of  the  ■object,  tfamt  it  will 
be  necesMiy  to  bring  into  the  field,  neit  camptign, 
not  less  than  one  hundred  thoorand  regultr  troops. 
Sach  a  force,  aided,  in  eztraordinarj  emergencies,  by 
To/tinteers  and  militia,  will  place  ns  above  all  inquie- 
tude as  to  the  final  result  of  this  contest.  It  will  fix, 
on  a  solid  and  imperishable  foundation,  our  union  and 
independence ;  on  which  the  liberties  and  happiness  of 
our  fellow-eitixens  so  essentially  depend.  It  will  se- 
cure to  the  United  States  an  earlj  and  adTantageous 
peace.  It  will  arrest,  in  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
war,  the  desolation  of  our  cities  and  our  coast,  by  en- 
abling ua  to  retort  on  the  enemy  those  calamities  which 
our  cittiens  have  been  already  doomed  to  suffer;  a 
reaort  which  self-defence  alone,  and  a  sacred  regard 
for  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  nation,  could  induce 
the  United  States  to  adopt. 

The  return  of  the  regular  fierce  now  in  service,  laid 
before  yoU|  will  show  how  many  men  will  be  neces- 
sary to  fill  the  present  corps;  and  the  return  of  the 
numerical  force  of  the  present  Military  Establishment, 
will  show  how  many  are  required  to  complete  it  to  the 
number  proposed*  The  next  and  most  important  in- 
quiry ie,  how  shall  these  men  be  raised?  Under  ex- 
tBting  circumstances,  it  is  evident  that  the  most  prompt 
and  efi&cient  mode  that  can  be  devised,  consistent  with 
the  equal  rights  of  every  citizen,  ought  to  be  adopted* 
The  following  plans  are  respectfully  aobmitted  to  the 
Donaideratton  of  the  committee.  Being  distinct  in 
their  nature,  I  wiU  present  each  separately,  with  the 
ironsiderations  applicable  to  it. 

Firti  Plan, — Let  the  free  male  population  of  the 
[Jnited  States,  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  years, 
>e  formed  into  classes  of  one  hundred  men  each,  and 
[et  each  class  furnish  — •—  men  for  the  war,  within 
thirty  days  after  the  classification,  and  replace  them  in 
the  event  of  casualty. 

The  classification  to  be  formed  with  a  view  to  the 
3qual  distribution  of  property  among  the  several  classes. 
[f  any  class  fails  to  provide  the  men  required  of  it, 
fvithin  the  time  specified,  they  shall  be  raised  by 
Iraught  on  the  whole  class ;  any  person  thus  draughted 
leixiff  allowed  to  furnish  a  substitute. 

The  present  bounty  in  land  to  be  allowed  to  each 
•ecruit,  and  Uie  present  bounty  in  money,  which  is 
paid  to  each  recruit  by  the  United  States,  to  be  paid 
\o  each  draught  by  all  the  inhabitants  within  the  pre- 
»nct  of  the  class,  within  which  the  draught  may  be 
nade,  equally,  according  to  the  value  of  the  property 
irhich  tb^  may  respectively  possess ;   and  if  such 

>ounty  be  not  paid  within days,  the  same  to  be 

eTied  on  all  the  taxable  property  of  the  said  inhabi- 
jtnts.  And  in  like  manner,  the  bounty,  whatever  it 
nay  be,  which  may  be  employed  in  raising  a  recruit, 
;o  avoid  a  draught,  to  be  assessed  on  the  taxable  prop- 
erty of  the  whcde  precinct 

The  recruits  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  recruiting 
officer  in  each  district,  to  be  marched  to  such  places  of 
general  rendesvous  as  may  be  designated  by  the  De- 
MLTtment  of  War. 

That  this  plan  will  be  efficient,  cannot  be  doubted. 
't  19  evident  that  the  men  contemplated  may  soon  be 
•aised  by  it.  Three  modes  occur  hjr  which  it  may  be 
*MTTied  into  efiect  1st.  By  placing  the  execution  of 
t  in  the  hands  of  the  county  courts  diroughout  the 
[Jnited  States.  Sd.  By  relying  on  the  militia  officers 
n  each  county.  8d.  By  appointing  particular  persons 
n  each  county  for  that  purpose.  It  is  believed  that 
nihmt  of  these  modes  would  be  found  adequate. 


Nor  does  there  appear  to  bo  any  well-founded  objec- 
tion to  the  right  in  Congress  to  adopt  this  plan,  or  to 
its  equality  in  its  application  to  our  fellow>citizens  in- 
dividually. Congress  have  a  right,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  rabe  regular  armies,  and  no  restraint  is  im- 
posed in  the  exercise  of  it,  except  in  the  provisions 
which  are  intended  to  guard  generally  against  the 
abuse  of  power,  with  none  of  which  does  this  plan  in- 
terfere. It  is  proposed,  that  it  shall  operate  on  all 
alike,  that  none  shall  be  exempted  from  it  except  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Gov* 
emors  of  the  several  States. 

It  would  be  absard  to  suppose  that  Congress  could 
not  carry  this  power  into  emct,  otherwise  than  by  ac- 
cepting the  voluntary  service  of  individuals.  It  might 
happen  that  an  army  could  not  be  raised  in  that  mode, 
whence  the  power  would  have  been  granted  in  vain. 
The  safety  or  the  State  might  depend  on  such  an  army. 
Long  continued  invasions,  conducted  by  regular,  weU- 
disctplined  troops,  can  best  be  repelled  by  troops  kept 
constantly  in  the  field,  and  equally  well  disciplined. 
Courage  in  an  army  is  in  a  great  measure  mechanical. 
A  small  body,  well  trained,  accustomed  to  action,  gal- 
lantly led  on,  often  breaks  three  or  four  times  the  num- 
ber of  more  respectable  and  mora  brave,  but  raw  and 
undisciplined  troops.  The  sense  of  danger  is  dimin- 
ished  by  frequent  exposura  to  it  without  harm ;  and 
confidence,  even  in  the  timid,  is  inspired  by  a  knowl- 
edge that  raliance  may  be  plaoed  on  others,  which  can 
grow  up  only  hj  service  together.  The  grant  to  Con- 
gress to  raise  armies  wss  made  with  a  knowledge  of 
all  these  circumstances,  and  with  the  intention  that  it 
should  teke  efbct.  The  framets  of  the  Constitution, 
and  the  States  who  ratified  it,  knew  the  advantage 
which  an  enemy  might  have  over  us,  by  regular  forces, 
and  intended  to  place  their  country  on  an  equal  footing. 

The  idea  that  the  United  States  cannot  raise  a  reg- 
ular army  in  any  other  mode  than  by  accepting  the 
voluntary  service  of  individuals,  is  believed  to  be  re* 
pugnant  to  the  uniform  construction  of  all  grants  of 
power,  and  equally  so  to  the  first  principles  and  lead- 
ing objects  of  the  Federal  compact  An  unqualified 
grant  of  power  gives  the  means  necessary  to  carry  it 
into  effoct.  This  is  an  universal  maxim,  which  admits 
of  no  exception.  Equally  true  is  it,  that  the  conser- 
vation of  the  State  is  a  duty  paramount  to  all  othen. 
The  Commonwealth  has  a  right  to  the  service  of  all 
its  citixens,  or  rather,  the  dtixens  composing  the  Com* 
monweath  have  aright  collectively  and  individuallv  to 
the  service  of  each  other,  to  repel  any  danger  whidi 
may  be  menaced.  The  manner  in  which  the  service 
is  to  be  apportioned  among  the  citizens,  and  ran* 
dered  by  them,  are  objects  of  legislation.  AU  that  is 
to  be  draaded  in  such  a  case,  is  the  abuse  of  power, 
and  happily  our  Constitution  has  provided  ample  secu* 
rity  against  that  evil. 

In  support  of  this  right  in  Congress,  the  militia  ser* 
vice  afibrds  a  conclusive  proof  and  striking  example. 
The  organization  of  the  militia  is  an  act  of  public 
authority,  not  a  voluntary  association.  The  service 
required  must  be  performed  by  all,  under  penalties 
wffich  delinquenu  pay,  The  generous  and  patriotic 
perform  them  cheerfully.  In  the  alacrity  with  which 
the  call  of  the  Government  has  been  obeyed,  and  the 
cheerfulness  with  which  the  service  has  been  performed 
throughout  the  United  Stotes  by  the  great  body  of  the 
nulitia,  there  is  abundant  cause  to  rejoice  in  the 
strength  of  our  Republican  instituUons,  and  in  the 
▼htoe  9i  tiie  people. 
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The  pUn  prapoted  it  not  more  compnlMve  than  the 
militia  aenrice,  while  it  ia  free  from  moet  of  the  objee- 
tiona  to  it.  The  militia  serrice  calla  from  home,  for 
long  tenni,  whole  diatiicta  of  the  country.  None  can 
elnde  the  c«ll.  Few  can  avoid  the  aervioe«  and  thoee 
who  do,  are  compelled  to  pay  gnat  aama  for  ■nbati* 
tntea.  Thia  plan  fixee  on  no  one  peiaonally,  and  opena 
to  all  who  chooee  it  a  chance  of  declining  the  lennee. 
It  ia  a  princqml  olject  of  this  plan  to  engage  in  the 
defence  of  the  State  the  nnmanied  and  yonthfal,  who 
can  beat  defend  It  and  best  be  apared,  and  to  secure 
to  those  who  render  this  important  aernce,  an  ade- 
quate compeneation  from  the  Tolnntary  cootribution 
of  the  more  wealthy  in  eveiy  class.  Great  confidence 
ia  entertained  that  audi  contribution  will  be  made  in 
time  to  avoid  a  draught  Indeed  it  is  believed  to  be 
the  neccssaiy  and  inevitable  tendency  of  thia  plan  to 
produce  that  efiect. 

The  limited  power  which  the  Uniled  States  have  in 
organixing  the  militia  may  be  urged  as  an  argument 
against  their  right  to  raise  regular  troops  in  the  mode 
proposed.  If  any  argument  coold  be  drawn  frum  that 
drcnmatance,  I  ahonld  suppose  that  it  would  be  in 
fevor  of  an  oppoaile  conduaion.  The  power  of  the 
United  States  over  the  militia  has  been  limited,  and 
that  for  raising  ngnlar  armiea  granted  without  limita- 
tion. There  waa,  doubtleas,  aonw  olgect  in  thia  ar- 
rangement The  feir  inference  seems  to  be,  that  it 
was  made  on  great  consideration ;  that  the  limitation 
in  the  firat  instance  waa  intentional^  tiie  conaequence 
of  the  unqualified  grant  of  the  aeoond* 

fiat  it  is  said,  that  by  drawing  from  the  militia  ser- 
vice into  the  regular  aimy,  and  putting  them  under 
ngnlar  officers,  you  violate  a  principle  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  provides  that  the  militia  ahall  be  com- 
manded by  their  own  oiBcers.  If  this  waa  the  fi^t  the 
conclusion  would  follows  But  it  is  not  the  feet  The 
men  an  not  drawn  from  the  militia,  but  from  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  eountiy ;  when  they  enttat  volnntsiilyy 
it  ia  not  as  militiamen  that  they  act,  but  aa  dtiMna. 
If  they  an  draughted  it  must  be  in  the  same  aenaa. 
In  both  instances  they  am  ennlled  in  Ae  Militia 
coipa,  but  that,  as  ia  presumed,  cannot  pcevant  the 
voluntary  act  in  the  one  tnalanootor  the  compidsivein 
the  other.  The  whole  population  of  the  United  Statea 
within  certain  ages  belong  to  theoa  eorpa.  If  the  Unip 
ted  States  could  not  form  ngnlar  armiea  fiwm  them 
they  could  raise  none. 

In  proposing  a  draught  aa  one  of  the  modes  of  rais- 
ing men  in  case  of  actual  necean^  in  the  present 
gnat  emergency  of  the  country,  I  have  thought  it  mv 
duty  to  examine  such  objections  to  it  as  occurred, 
particularly  those  of  a  Conatitntional  natun.  It  is 
from  my  sacred  ngard  for  the  principles  of  our  Con- 
stitution that  I  have  ventund  to  trouole  the  Commit- 
tee with  any  nmarks  on  thia  part  of  the  subject 

Should  it  appear  that  this  mooeof  raiaing  ivcmits  was 
justly  cMecttonable  on  aooount  «f  tha  tax  on  property, 
fitom  difficulties  which  may  be  apprehended  in  the  ex- 
ecution, or  from  other  causes,  it  may  be  adviaable  to 
decline  the  tax,  and  for  the  Government  to  pay  the 
whole  bounty. 

In  this  case  it  is  proposed  that,  in  lien  of  the  preeent 
bounty,  the  sum  of  fifty  doUan  be  allowed  to  each  ra- 
erait  or  draught  at  the  time  of  his  engagement,  and 
one  hundred  acrea  of  land  in  addition  to  the  preeent 
bounty  in  land,  for  every  year  that  the  war  may  con- 
tinue. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  with  math^iBttical  aoewaey 


te  number  which  will  be  nieed  by  the  nlio  of  Ibar 
to  one  hundred,  or  one  to  twenty^ve,  nor  ia  it  aeces 
sary.  It  is  probable  that  it  will  be  rather  moae  than 
sufficient  to  fill  the  preeent  corps.  The  extra  nwniher, 
in  that  case,  may  fi»rm  a  part  of  the  local  feroe  in  con- 
templation, a  power  to  that  efiect  being  given  to  thn 


No  radical  change  in  the  preaent 
ment  is  propoeed.  Should  any  mndification  be  fi»iwd 
neoessary,  on  lurther  eonsideralian,  it  will  larai  the 
subject  of  a  aeperate  communicalion-  It  in  thonght 
advisable,  in  general,  to  pteeerve  the  ootpa  in  thnir  pns- 
ent  ferm»  and  to  fill  them  with  new  recmita  in  the 
manner  stated.  All  these  corpa  have  already  aaen  est- 
vioe,  and  many  of  them  aequind  inactive  aranaa  aaach 
experience  and  usefiil  knowledge.  By  praaarvin^  them 
in  their  present  form,  and  under  their  praeiail  "fV"— i 
and  filling  them  with  new  rearuita,  the  imparvienient 
of  the  latter  will  be  rapid.  In  two  or  Ihne  uftf^thr  it 
will  be  difikuk  to  diatinguiah  between  the  new  and 
old  leviea. 

The  additional  force  to  be  provided  amovnte  to  forty 
thousand  men.  Of  thia  it  ia  proposed  that  local 
be  raiaed,to  consist  partly  of  infentry,  partly  of  m 
ed  men,  and  partly  of  artilleiy.  Then  ia  naasa  lo  be- 
lieve that  Buch  corpa  may  Iw  raiaed  In  the  jeincipal 
dtiea,  and  even  on  the  frontier,  to  serve  for  <ha  war, 
under  an  engagement  ea  ta  the  limit  beyond  which 
they  should  not  be  carried.  Svery  able-bodied  citiian 
ie  frilling  and  ready  to  fight  fiv  his  home,  hie  femMy, 
and  his  country  when  invaded.  Of  this  we  have  eeea, 
in  the  preeent  year,  the  meet  honenble  and  gratii^riag 
proofe.  It  does  not  suit  all,  however,  to  go  great  dis- 
tancea  from  home.  This  generous  and  patriotic  spirit 
flMy  be  taken  advantage  oC  under  proper  airaogt- 
mente,  with  the  bappieat  eflbct  to  the  countiy,  ud 
without  esnntial  inconvenience  to  the  partiee. 

The  officen  who  may  be  appointed  to  oonuaanil 


theae  corps  ahonld  be  charged  with  recnuting  thi 
Local  defence  being  their  eoie  ol^ec^  it  m^  be  pr»» 
sumed  that  the  corps  will  soon  be  raiaed.  Atriotaam 
alone  wiU  frimiah  a  very  poweiful  motivs.  It  seema 
reasonable,  however,  that  aome  ranempiiasa  shonJd  l» 
made  to  those  who  rdian  othws  fiom  the  burden. 
One  hundred  acne  of  land  and  fifty  dsUan  to  each  t^ 
cruit  will,  it  is  uneomed,  be  deemed  sufirient 

It  ie  propased  that  thk  additienal  fona  ahall  form  a 
part  of  any  plan  that  may  be  adapted. 

Seumd  Pikm.— This  pbn  conaista  of  a  Haasifieatiew 
of  tiie  militia,  and  the  extennon  of  their  terms  s( 


Let  the  whole  mHitia  of  the  Umted  States  be  divided 
into  the  following  classes,  vis: 

All  free  male  pereons  capable  of  eernoe,  betwesa 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  twenty-five,  into  one  daw ; 
aU  those  between  the  ages  of  twenty-five  and  thirty- 
two  into  another  daas ;  and  thoee  between  thirty-two 
and  forty-five  into  a  third  dasa. 

It  is  proposed,  aleo,  that  the  President  shaH  have 
power  to  call  into  the  service  any  portion  of  either  ni 
theee  dasaes,  which,  in  hia  jndgment»  the  exigenciei 
of  the  country  my  reqnin,  to  raoMtn  in  aarvice  tee 
yeara  from  the  tinm  each  co^  shall  be  aassmbled  at 
tiie  appointed  place  of  nndexvona. 

It  is  believed  that  a  shorter  term  dma  tupoysua 
wouU  not  give  to  these  coipa  the  elBcieQcy  in  mJ^tary 
operations  that  is  desired)  and  deemed  Indispnimbto 
nor  avoid  the  evila  that  an  ae  eensibly  fel^  and  gea8^ 
ally  complaimid  U,  under  tha  praatiit  amngeaeet 
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It  reqnirM  two  mnnwiignt  to  make  •  eompltta  soldier, 
«^ped»Ilj  wbtre  the  oorps,  offioen  and  meot  am  ali^ 
raw  ittd  iBaxperienoed.  Id  tha  intarim,  the  Bixmben 
moat  be  oaiilta^ied  to  aoppfy  the  delect  of  disoipUne. 
And  it  requirea  the  eztanaion  of  the  term  of  aervice,  to 
Avoid  the  additional  proportional  aagmentation  of  har- 
it^  wo  many  in  the  field  at  the  aame  time*  in  marching 
to  the  frontier  and  retarding  from  it.  The  inconveni- 
enee  to  the  paitief,  and  loaa  to  the  community  in  other 
j«epecta,  need  not  be  repeated.  It  ia  proper  to  add, 
enly,  that  if  anbatiltitea  are  aUowed  in  the  aerviee,  it 
rnuet  pnt  an  end  to  the  raemtting  of  men  for  the  reg- 
ukff  army,  eapecially  the  old  ebnie.  Of  the  jnaCice  of 
tkin  remark,  what  haa  oecurred  in  the  preaent  year 
fane  fnmiahad  ftiU  proot  It  followa  that,  if  thta  plan 
SB  adopted,  the  miUtia  mmt  be  relied  on  principaily,  if 
not  altogether,  in  the  lurther  proaeention  of  the  war. 

The  additional  force  for  k>cal  aervioe,  mmonnting  to 
Ibrty  thooeand  men,  will  likewieB  form  a  part,  aa  al- 
2«ady  obaerred,  of  thia  plan. 

liiM  PlJbiv^It  is  pfppoaed  to  exempt  every  five 
aftMn  from  militia  aarviee,  who  ahall  find  one  to  aerve 
in  the  war.  It  is  probable  that  some  reenrits  nrigtil  be 
naaed  in  tha  mode,  in  moat  or  dt  the  States.  But  it 
ia  appsehended  that  it  would  prawant  reeraittng  In 
mwmry  oUiar  nrade,  by  tha  hi|^  boonty  which  some  ef 
tlia  wealthy  migfat  give.  The  oonaequence  woatd 
probaUy  be  very  iajarioaa,  as  it  Is  not  believed  that  any 
great  number  could  be  raised  in  this  mode. 

Fourth  PAm.— Should  all  the  preceding  plans  be 
found  objeetiOBable,  it  lemains  tfmt  the  present  system 
of  recruiting  be  adhered  to,  vrith  an  augmentation  of 
tha  bounty  in  Imd.  Should  thia  be  preforred,  it  ia  ad- 
▼iaed  that,  in  addition  to  the  one  fiuttdied  and  aizty 
Msas  of  land  now  given,  one  hufediad  be  allowed  an- 
maally  for  eveiy  year  while  the  ww  Ivta. 

Theae  plana  are  thon^^t  man  daaerving  the  atten- 
tian  of  the  committee  tfian  any  that  have  oceuvred. 
The  firat,  for  the  reaaona  atated,  is  pcefarfed.  It  is 
believed  that  it  will  be  found  more  efficient  againat  the 
^tieniyt  leaa  expensive  to  the  public,  and  lasa  bnrdea- 
aome  on  oar  foUow-dtizens. 

It  has  likewiie  the  venerable  sanction  of  our  Reve- 
lation. In  that  great  atruggle,  resort  was  had  to  this 
expedient  for  fflUng  the  ranks  of  our  regular  Army, 
and  with  dednve  enact 

It  is  not  intended  by  these  remarka,  ahould  the  first 
plui  be  adopted,  to  dispense  altogether  with  the  service 
•Iff  the  miHtm.  Although  the  principal  burden  of  the 
War  may  thereby  be  t^en  from  the  militia,  relianoe 
moat  still  be  phiced  on  them  for  important  aids^  espe- 
•eially  in  caaea  of  sudden  invasion.  For  thb  mnposa, 
it  will  still  be  advisable  that  the  men  be  classed  accord* 
tng  to  age,  and  that  their  term  of  service  be  piokinged. 
Even  should  thii  plan  be  attended  with  all  the  advan- 
tagea  expected  of  it,  such  afl  agaBgement  toonld  not  foil 
$»  predoce  the  happiest  effect*  The  prsof  which  it 
waold  afiofd  of  the  Imptegneble  sttfsngth«f  tlm  ce«Mry , 
of  the  patient  virtue  and  invincable  spirit  of  the  people. 
Would  admonish  tha  enemy  how  vain  and  fruitlsss  his 
mvasions  must  be,  and  might  diapose  him  to  a  speedy, 
Just^  and  honorable  peace.  Of  the  very  important  aer- 
vices  already  rendered  by  the  militia,  even  under  the 
preaent  organisation,  too  much  cannot  be  aaid. 

If  the  United  Statea  make  the  exertion  which  is 
pieposed,  it  is  probsfale  that  the  contest  vrill  soon  be  at 
an  end.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  ia  in  their  power 
te  expel  the  British  forcea  from  this  continent,  should 
Ae  British  Oovemmeot,  by  persevering  in  its  unjust 


demanda,  diake  that  an  obgeet  vrith  the  American 
people.  Againat  our  united  and  vigoroua  alforts,  tha 
resistance  of  the  enemy  vrill  eoon  become  light  and 
foeble.  Succesa  in  every  foir  and  honorable  dalm,  ia 
within  our  eaay  graap.  And  aurely  the  United  Statae 
have  every  possible  inducement  to  make  Uie  eftut  na- 
eessary  to  secure  it.  I  should  insult  the  undarstaodiag 
and  wound  the  feelings  of  the  committee,  if  I  touehsl 
on  the  calamities  incident  to  defeat  Dangers  which 
are  remote,  and  can  never  be  realized,  excite  no  alann 
with  a  gallant  and  geneioua  people.  But  the  advaa- 
tagea  of  success  have  a  foir  claun  to  their  deliberate 
consideration.  The  effiut  we  have  already  made  has 
attracted  the  attention  and  extorted  the  praise  of  oUier 
nations.  Already  have  most  of  the  absurd  theoriee 
and  idle  ^culations  on  our  system  of  government 
been  refoted  and  put  down.  We  are  now  felt  and  re- 
spected as  a  Power ;  and  it  is  the  dread  which  the 
enemy  entertain  of  our  reaourcea  and  growing  import- 
ance, that  has  induced  him  to  push  the  war  against  us, 
after  its  profeased  objects  bad  ceased.  Success,  by 
discomfiture  of  hb  schemes,  and  the  attainment  of  an 
honorable  peace,  wW  place  the  United  Slates  on  higher 
ground,  in  th^  opinion  of  the  worid,  than  they  have 
held  at  any  former  period.  In  ftiture  waiii  their  com- 
wilt  be  permitted  •»  take  ita  iawfol  range  unmo- 


kated.  Their  remanstranees  to  foreign  Governments 
win  not  again  be  p«t  aaide  uidieeded.  Few  will  be 
presented,  beeauso  theie  vrill  seldom  be  occasion  for 
them.  Our  Union,  founded  on  italerest  and  alfection, 
wiU  have  aoeulred  new  strength  by  the  pioof  it  vrill 
have  aflbrded  of  the  impottant  advantagea  attending  it 
Beapeeted  abroad  and  happy  at  home,  the  United  States 
will  hai^  aeoompliahed  the  great  objedi  for  whidi 
they  have  so  kng  eeatended.  As  a  nation,  they  will 
haive  little  to  dMsd;  ea  a  people,  little  to  desks* 

Extrmd  fimm  Mankaits  life $f  WMmgtm^ffohme 

4IA,  page  Ml. 

•«  In  gensnl,  the  Asesmbliaa  (of  the  Stalaa)  followed 
the  osainqide  of  Congsasa,  and  appeftioned,  on  the  sev- 
eral counties  within  the  Stale,  the  quota  to  be  frti^ 
nished  by  each.  This  divisioa  of  the  State  vras  again 
to  be  subdivided  into  classes,  and  each  class  was  to 
frimish  a  man  by  contrfoutione  or  taxea  impeeed  en 
itaelf.  In  aome  inatancee,  a  draught  was  to  be  used  in 
the  laat  resort ;  in  others,  the  man  wee  to  be  recruited 
hf  peisons  a|qpoanted  for  that  purpose,  and  the  daaa  to 
be  taxed  wim  the  sum  given  for  his  bounty." 

Extratt  from  RanuBj^t  Lift  of  JVathrngton,  vohme 

a^pagetiB. 

*'  When  voluntary  enliatments  foil  short  of  the  pro- 
posed  number,  the  dsAdsnciae  wars,  by  the  laws  of  sev- 
eral States,  to  be  made  up  by  draughts  or  lots  from  the 
mititia.  The  towna  in  New  England,  and  the  ooun- 
tiea  in  the  Middle  Stitea,  waia  reapecttvely  called  on 
for  a  apecified  number  of  men.  Such  waa  the  seal  of 
the  people  of  New  England,  that  neighbois  would 
often  club  together  to  engage  one  of  their  number  to 
go  into  the  Army.  Maryland  directed  her  lieutenants 
of  countiea  to  class  aU  Ike  property  in  their  respective 
counties  into  as  many  equal  nlasses  as  there  were  men 
wanted ;  and  each  class  was  by  law  obliged,  within  ten 
days  thereafter,  to  famish  an  able-bodied  recruit  during 
the  war ;  and,  in  case  of  their  neglecting  or  reftismg  to 
do  so,  the  county  lieutenants  vrere  authorized  to  pro- 
cure men  at  then  expense,  at  any  rate  not  exceeding 
fifteen  pounds  in  every  hundred  pounds  worth  of  prop- 
erty classed  agiaeabiy  to  law.    Virgmia  likewise  claaMd 
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her  citizenf ,  mnd  callad  upon  the  leepeetive  cimaws  for 
every  fifteenth  men  for  pablic  eerrice.  PennsjWanU 
oonoentreted  the  reqaieite  power  in  the  Preeident,  Mr. 
Reedi  and  authorized  him  to  draw  forth  the  reaonreee 
of  die  State,  under  certain  Umitatione,  and  if  neceiMiy 
to  declare  martial  law  over  the  State.  The  execution 
of  these  arrangementa,  although  uncommonly  Tigopoua, 
lagged  far  behind." 

WATS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  resolution  for  imposing  an  additional  doty 
on  postage  being  under  consideration,  together 
witn  the  amendment  going  lo  increase  the  rates 
of  postage  one  hundred  instead  fifty  of  per  cent,  of 
their  present  amount,  after  considerable  debate, 
the  question  on  inserting  ^'  one  hundred"  instead  of 
"fif\y  per  cent."  was  decided  in  (he  affirmative: 
For  one  hundred  95,  against  it  45,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Alexander*  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bur^ 
well,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell, 
Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,ConsLrd,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton.  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davia  of  Pennnrlvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Kppes,  Evana,  Farrow, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fish  of  New  x  ork,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Gholaon,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hanaon, 
Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawea,  Hawkina,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hongerford,  IngenoU, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Keir,  Kershaw, 
Kilbourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgom- 
ery, Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormaby,  Pearaon,  Pick- 
ens, Pleaaants,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertaon,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Stuart,  TannehUl,Tayior,  Telfoir,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward 
of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Cooper,  CnhMper,  Daven- 

fort,  Ely,  Gastofi,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hulbert, 
ackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pick- 
ering, Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sherwood,  Shipherd, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Maasachnsetts,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

The  question  to  adopt  the  resolution  (aa  amend- 
ed) to  increase  the  present  ratea  of  poatage,  was 
then  stated. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  assigned,  as 
the  princinal  reason  why  be  should  vote  against 
this  tax,  that  this  was  not  a  subject,  the  revenue 
on  which  could  be  safely  or  properly  pledged  td 
the  public  creditor.  The  revenue  therefrom  ac- 
cruing, in  fact,  he  conceived  to  be  exclusively 
pledged  to  the  perfection  of  the  Post  Office  £sta1>- 
lishment.  ' 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
as  amended,  and  carried :  For  the  postage-tax  96, 
against  it  47,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Aveiy, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bur- 


well,  Butler,  Caldweil,  Calhona,  CauHMi,  CbappeU, 
Clopton,  ComslDGk,  Coadict,  Conard,  Crawlbrd,  Creigb- 
ton,  CroQch,  Cnthbert,  Dana,  Davb  of  Penoayhrania, 
Deaoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earie,  Eppea,  Evmiia,  Far- 
row, Fiak  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Ghoboti,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  HaU, 
Hanaon,  Harris,  Haabronek,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hop- 
kins of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  HaofeHbrd, 
Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackaon  of  Vtigima,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maiyland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilboom,  King  of  North  CaioluM,  Lefferts^ 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  Maeon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKba, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Onnriiy,  Pear- 
son, Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tenneoaee,  Ridi, 
Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharps 
Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Stuart,  TannehiO, 
Tayfer,  Telfair,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jeraey,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylica  of  Maasachnsetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cil- 
ley,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenpmrt,  Ely,  Gaaton,  Geddes, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kent  of  New  York,  Law,  Lewie,  Lovett,  MaikeO, 
Moffit,  Mooeley,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkm,  Poet,  Pot- 
ter, John  Reed,  RngglM,  Schureman,  Sherwood,  Ship* 
herd.  Smith  of  New  Yoik,  Stanibrd,  Stugea,  Taggart, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Maasachnaetta,  Webstar, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Maasachn- 
setts. 

The  next  question  for  eoostderation  presented 
iUelf  in  the  following  words:  ^'' JUtolved^  That  it 
is  expedient  to  add  one  hundred  per  cent,  to  the 
present  duty  on  sales  at  auction ;"  and  waa  agreed 
to  without  debate. 

The  next  reaolotioD  was  that  embraeing  a  tax, 
among. other  articles,  oa  cotton  yarn,  and  other 
manufactares,  fumitare,  dkc. 

The  qoeationa  to  eonenr  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  striking  oat  "cotton,  yarn,  and 
shoes."  (that  is,  exempting  them  from  taxation,) 
were  decided  in  the  affirmative  withoot  debate; 
as  also  was  the  proposition  for  taxing  ail  manu- 
factured pa|)er  at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent. 

The  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  this  resolution,  haviog  been  gone 
through — 

Mr.  Oakusy,  of  New  York,  moved  to  alrike  out 
^'tallow  candles;"  to  which  motion,  Mr.  J.  Rxbo 
proposed  to  add  **  spermaceti"  candles.  But,  that 
motion  not  being  in  order,  as  aa  ameadment  to 
Mr.  Oaklby's  motion,  the  question  waa  taken  by 
yeaa  and  nays  on  atriking  out  *^  tallow  candles,'' 
and  decided  in  the  negative.  For  exempting 
** tallow  candles"  59,  against  it  74,  aa  follows: 

YaAs — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Baylies  of  Maaaachnsetti, 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham,  BurweD, 
Butler,  Ci^rton,  Champion,  CiUey,  Comatock,  Con- 
ard, Cooper,  Crawlbrd,  Culpeper,  Davienport,  Davis  ef 
Pennsylvania,  Demnrelles,  Bly,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Foravth,  Geddes,  Hale,  Ingham,  Irvingt  Jackaon  of 
Rbode  Island,  Law,  LefferU,  Lewis,  Lovett,  MaxfceU, 
Moffit,  Moaeley,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Pot- 
ter, John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rugglea,  8age,  Sehoie- 
man,  deybert,  Shipherd,  Btnart,  Storgeab  Taggail, 
Taylor,  Thompaon,  Voae,  Ward  of  Maasachusstti, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  Whiter  Wiloox,  and  Winter. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anderson,  Avery,  Barhonr,  Bsrd^ 
Bamett,  Bowen,  Brown,  CaldweU,  Calhovn,  Cannon, 
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Dhsppell,  ClopCon,  Gondicty  Creighton,  Dmna,  Desha, 
DuyalJ,  EarJe,  Eppei,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fornej,  Frank- 
lin, Gaston,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris, 
Ef asbroack,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York.  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilboam,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes, 
liyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery, 
Velson,  Newton,  Onnsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleas- 
ints,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson, 
^vier,  Bharp,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Smith  of  N.  York, 
3mith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Tel- 
air,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  and  Wilson 
>f  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  J.  Reed  then  moved  to  strike  out  '*  sperma- 
;eti"  candles,  onaccoant  of  the  peculiarly  oppres- 
sive operation  of  such  a  tax  on  the  island  of  Nan- 
tucket and  town  of  New  Bedford,  in  Massachu- 
setts. After  further  debate,  the  question  was  put, 
ind  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays. 
Et'or  striking  out  *' spermaceti"  50,  against  it  73, 
IS  follows: 

Ysis — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Batler,  CaldweU,  Cham- 
Mon,  Cilley,  Dana,  Davenport,  Duyall,  Ely,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Oaston,  Hale,  Irving, 
fackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  N.  York, 
Law,  Le^rts,  Lovett,  Markell,  MeKee,  Moffit,  Mose- 
ey,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
iam  Reed,  Roggles,  Sage,  Sehareman,  Sherwood, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Strong,  Storges,  Tag- 
^art,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Voee,  Ward  of  Maasachnsetts, 
debater,  Wheaton,  and  Wilcox. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bar- 
sour,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell,  Cal- 
loun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  CLopton,  Comstock,  Condict, 
Donard,  Crawford,  Croighton»  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  £arle,  Skms,  Farrow,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Geodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  o^  Ken- 
tucky, Hungerford,  Ingham,  Jacksonof  Virginia,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Kilboam,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lewis,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Nelson* 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea 
3f  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Seybert, 
Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Tannehill,  TelfiBLir, 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Winter. 

Mr.  Bigelow,  of  Massac husetts^  then  moved  to 
strike  out  tbe  word  **  leather,"  so  as  to  exempt  it 
from  taxation ;  which  motion,  Mr.  B.  supported 
at  some  length.  The  motion  was  negatived  by  a 
considerable  majority. 

Mr.  WuBATON,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved 
to  strike  out  the  article  '*  nails,  manufactured  by 
machinery."  lQsuppK)rtofwhich  motion, be  made 
some  remarks,  to  which  Mr.  Eppes  replied.  And 
the  motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved  to 
strike  out  so  much  of  the  resolution  now  under 
coosideraiioa  as  proposes  to  tax  '*  furniture"  above 
a  certain  value,  (beds,  bedding,  kitchen  furniture, 
and  articles  of  domestic  manufacture,  excepted ;) 
which  motion  was,  without  debate,  decided  in  the 
negative.  For  the  motion  43,  against  it  72,  as 
follows : 


YiAs — Messrs.  Anderson,  Baylies,  Bigelow,  Boydy 
Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Caperton,  ChampioOy 
Cilley,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Farrow, 
Gaston,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island^ 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York,  Law,  Lewis^ 
Lovett,  Markell,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering^ 
Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Sey- 
bert, Sherwood,  Sturges,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
setto.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  White,  Wileox. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bamettf 
Bowen,  Bnrwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun^  Cannon^ 
Chappell,  Clopton^  Condict,  Conard,  Crawfoi^,  Creigh* 
ton,  IJana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Deaha^ 
Duvall,  Eppes,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  CMf* 
fin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  oi  Ken« 
tucky,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virg'ai 
Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  LeiTerts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKec^ 
McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pick- 
ens, Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
RobertM>n,  Sage,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Yoik, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tel- 
fiiir,  Troup,  Udree,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  whole 
resolution,  (which  goes  to  tax  sundry  articles  of 
manufacture,  besides  those  mentionea  in  the  fore- 
going.) 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  stated  that  he  was 
friendly  to  some  and  opposed  to  others  of  the  taxes 
embraced  in  this  resolve,  and  should  therefore 
vote  against  the  whole,  reserving  the  right  to  vote 
for  the  bills  for  laying  some  of  these  taxes,  wheo 
they  should  be  brought  in. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  whole  of 
the  resoiutioD  (as  amended  by  striking  out  "cot- 
tun  yarn"  and  "'hats")  was  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  76,  nays  34,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Ba> 
hour,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Burwell,  Butler,  Cald* 
well,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Condict, 
Conard,  Crawford,Creighton,  Dana,  Denoyelles,  Dealia» 
Duvall,  £ppes,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Griffin,  Hall,  Hams,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkms, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hunger£}rd,  Ingham,  Irving, 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Lefierts,  Lowndes,  J^yle,  McCoy, 
McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pick- 
ens, Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troops 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Natb — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Cooper,  Ely,  Gaston,  Hale,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Reed,  William  Reed, 
Ruggles,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Vose^ 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  and  Wileox. 

The  next  resolution  is,  '*  That  it  is  expedient 
to  class  the  retailers  of  foreign  merchandise,  and 
add  60  per  cent  to  the  present  duty  thereon."— 
Agreed  to. 

The  next  resolution  was,  so  to  impose  a  duty 
on  plated  harness,  combiued  with  tbe  tax  on  cai' 
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riages,  as  to  add  to  the  present  doty  on  carriages 
100  per  cent. 

Tne  eighth  and  last  renolutioo,  ''That  it  is 
expedient  to  establish  a  National  Bank,  with 
branches  in  the  several  States,*^  bein*;  under  con- 
sideration— 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

FmoiLY,  October  28. 

Mr.  Trout,  from  the  committee  of  conference 
OB  the  disagreeing  rotes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
Amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  reso- 
lutions expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  with  which  the  rep- 
utation of  the  arms  of  the  United  States  has  been 
austaiaed  by  Major  Oeneral  Brown,  Major  Gen- 
eral Scott,  and  Brigadiers  Ripley,  Miller,  Porter, 
Qatnes,  and  Macomb,  made  a  report;  which  wast 
faad:  Whereupon, 

JResohed,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  mod- 
IfioatioQ  of  t^  ftaid  aoModmeots,  as  proposed  by 
the  cooanaiuee  of  eoaference. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  give  a  further  time 
for  locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  expressive  of 
the  sense  of  Congress  relative  to  the  victory  of 
the  Wasp  over  the  Reindeer,  was  read  a  third 
time,  ana  passed  unanimonsly. 

Mr.  Dana,  of  Massachusetts,  laid  before  the 
Bouse  the  petition  of  John  Appleton^ho  being 
appointed  Principal  Assessor  of  the  Tenth  Dis- 
trict of  Massac husettSj  performed  all  the  duties 
of  said  office,  when  his  nomination  was  rejected 
by  the  Senate,  in  consequence  of  which  refusal 
to  confirm  his  appointment,  he  loses  the  compen- 
sation due  him ;  and  praying  that  it  may  be  di- 
«eted  lo  be  paid  to  hun.—- Referred  to  the  Sec- 
«8tarv  of  the  Treasury. 

A  BleaaagB  was  reeeived  from  thft  Prastdeat  «f 
Hie  United  States,  transmitttng  the  ieformaf ion 
tequested  by  the  House  in  relation  Co  the  retalia- 
tion prisoners;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  William  Rebo,  of  Massachusetts,  after 
remarking,  thftt  he  had  understood  there  was  be- 
fore the  Senate  a  bill  for  the  increase  of  the  naval 
fbree  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  acquire  io- 
Ibrmation  necessary  to  enable  the  House  to  act 
understandingly  on  the  subject,  submitted  a  re- 
solve for  coosidiiratioB,  which,  after  undargoing 
some  modificmtioo,  pveseoted  itself  in  the  fculow- 
is^E  shape; 

Euohedi  That  the  &9cnt^  of  the  Navy  be,  and 
be  is  h«reby»  direeled  to  repoit  to  this  Heuae,  «  stel^ 
.^Miit  of  the  nnnber  of  snaed  veasels  belonging  to  the 
UiMtod  States,  at  the  dsdaratioa  of  the  existvig  war, 
designating  the  oames  and  fetee  of  each,  aad  their 
Btesent  oendition ;  also,  the  number  and  rate  oi  new 
vessels,  authorized  and  directed  by  law,  since  that 
time ;  the  progress  made  in  execution  of  these  laws, 
and,  if  not  eompleted,  the  causes  that  have  prevented 
their  execution. 

After  some  desultory  conversation,  as  to  the 
slate  of  the  information  on  this  subject,  the  res- 
olution was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
remaining  part  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole — it  being  a  resolution  ^*  that  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  establish  a  National  Bank  with  branch- 
es in  the  several  States." 

Mr.  Post,  of  New  York,  hoped  the  chairman, 
or  some  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
MeaaS|  would  explain  the  reaaoas  oa  which  the 
proposition  was  founded. 

Mr.  Clopton,  of  Vii^inia,  called  opon  gentle- 
men in  favor  of  the  proposition  to  show  ia  what 
part  of  the  Constitution  was  contained  Uw  power 
to  establish  a  National  BanL  Haviag  always 
himself  denied  the  Constitutional  power,  and  the 
House  having  bO  decided  six  years  ago,  he  could 
not  see  what  had  occurred  to  chanae  the  nature 
of  the  Constitutional  question.  Unless  his  ob- 
jections on  this  head  were  removed,  he  must  ce^ 
tainly  vote  against  this  proposition. 

Mr.  Eppbs,  of  Virginia,  said  his  sentiments  ia 
relation  to  this  question  were  well  loiown,  and 
were  not  ciianged*  However  necessary  he  might 
believe  the  agaacy  of  such  an  iasutution  at  the 
present  moment,  he  could  not  give  his  consent  to 
a  measure  whiah  he  beliavcd  eoaumrf  to  the  Cod- 
atitotioB.  For  Ae  reaeone  in  favor  of  the  tesolve 
which  he  had  laparted  in  obedieaee  lo  the  in- 
stnictions  of  the  c«»ainBtUee,  he  referred  to  Mr. 
Dallas's  report  $  and  to  the  geatloBMa  of  the  com- 
mittee who  fovored  it. 

Mr.  Wriobt,  of  Maryland,  eipreased  himself 
decidedly  in  favor  of  tho  eatabliahaacDC  of  a  bank, 
but,  ta  order  tO0bviateobjeetiao%sonMaBightcoB- 
seieatiovsly  entertaia  on  Coaatitatioaal  groonds, 
he  wae  of  opinion  thai  the  bank  ooght  to  be  loca- 
ted within  this  District.  He  therefore  moved  to 
amend  the  resolve  by  inserting  therein  tiie  words 
^  within  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Mr.  BuBWBLL,  of  Vlrginiai  said  he  bad  no  doaht 
of  the  power  of  Congress  to  estaUish  a  bank  of 
the  kind  proposed,  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
but  he  should  vote  against  the  amendment,  be- 
cause he  believed  such  a  bank  would  not  at  all 
assist  the  finances  of  the  Goveramenc  He  was 
also  entirely  hostile  to  the  esublishment  of  a  baak 
on  the  principles  recommended  in  the  Secretary's 
report  as  its  basis,  for  reasons  j^owin^  out  of  their 
genera)  impracticability  and  inexpediency. 

Mr.  Ddvall,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  proposed  amendment,  because  it  would  de- 
stroy the  utility  of  the  banc,  so  far  as  regards  its 
issuing  a  medium  which  should  possess  the  gen- 
eral confidence,  and  he  was  opposed  to  it  also  be- 
cause the  adoption  of  it  would  virtually  sanction 
the  construction,  which  he  denied,  that  it  was  not 
Constitutional  to  establish  a  bank  with  branches 
in  the  several  States.  Mr.  D.  was  proceeding  to 
argue  in  support  of  the  Constitutionality  of  a 
bank — when 

Mr.  Wriobt  withdrew  the  amendment  which 
he  had  proposed. 

Mr.  Stanpord,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
strike  out  of  the  resolve  the  following  words: 
''with  branches  in  the  several  States."  Some 
gentlemen,  he  said,  were  of  opinion  a  bank  might 
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be  established  adequate  to  all  neeesearf  purposes, 
faaTiDg  00  branches,  but  arraiy^ements  with  sotne 
one  or  more  banks  now  existing  in  each  State. 
He  was  in  favor  of  learing  the  question  as  broad 
as  possible. 

Mr.  DuTALL  resumed  his  argument  on  the  Con- 
stitutional  question,  which  he  examined  with  no 
little  ability  and  ingenuity.  He  chiefly  rested 
his  epioion  of  the  power  to  incorporate  a  bank 
on  that  section  of  the  Constitution  which  pro- 
hibits the  States  to  coin  money,  or  issue  **  bills  of 
credit;"  which  negation  of  power,  be  apprehend- 
ed, implied  the  existence  of  the  power  in  Congress. 
if  Coagresa  had  not  power  under  the  Coostituttea 
of  the  United  States  to  establish  a  bank  or  banks, 
nearly  or  all  the  States  had  Tiolated  their  own 
8t»te  coatftitiltions  as  well  as  the  Conatitation  of 
the  United  States,  in  aothorizing  the  circntation 
of  bank  notes,  which,  call  them  what  yoa  will. 
are  ^  bills  of  credit."  Mr.  D.  went  deeper  still 
into  this  qoeation,  and  concluded  with  expressing 
his  decided  hostility  to  the  proposed  amendment. 

Mr.  Grobvenor,  of  New  York,  harioff  no 
akmbc  of  the  eooatitutiooality  of  a  National  Bank, 
entreated  gentlemen  to  mote  down  the  pn»pOBed 
amendment ;  because,  tf  adopted,  it  wovld  hoM 
out  fallaetous  idetos  of  the  adeqoacy  of  a  bank 
wfthoQt  hranehes,  to  be  established  within  this 
District,  wfatch  wonld!  no  more  reliere  the  em- 
barrassment of  our  fimnces,  than  will  the  fire 
and  ten  cents  bills  issued  by  the  Corporation  of 
this  City  and  Oeorg[etown.  Re  shoold  vote  for 
the  general  proposition.  As  for  the  9ecretar]^'s 
proposition,  it  was  zfelo  den;  and  many  of  its 
leaiares  could  not  be  sanctioned  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  said,  thai  one  of 
his  earliest  couTictions  on  political  topics,  was, 
that  (his  Qovernment  had  no  power  to  establish 
a  National  Bank ;  but,  if  it  is  to  be  established, 
he  was  clearly  of  opinion  it  ought  to  be  on  gen- 
eral principles.  In  order  to  give  the  question  full 
and  ample  consideration  on  the  widest  national, 
just,  and  general  objects,  he  should  role  against 
the  amendment,  without  intending  in  any  way  to 
sanction  the  idea  that  Congress  has  the  power 
"  to  establish  a  National  Bank  with  branches  in 
the  sereral  States." 

Mr.  Clopton  made  a  number  of  obserrations 
in  reply  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  DcrA,LL.  The 
true  principle  of  construction  of  the  Constitution 
being,  that  all  powers  not  expressly  delegated  are 
reserved,  he  contended  that  Congress  could  by  no 
forced  construction,  derire  the  power  to  establish 
a  National  Bank. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Pennsylrania,  predicated  his 
Tiews  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  and  against  the 
amendment,  on  the  statement  of  facts  and  rea- 
aoning  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  this 
subject,  which  combined,  he  believed  to  be  con- 
clusive. 

Mr.  McKec,  of  Kentucky,  expressed  surprise 
that  the  opposition  to  this  measure,  declared  b^ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  be  necessary  not 
only  to  the  maintenance  but  to  the  restoration  of 
the  public  credit,  proceeded  from  those  who  had, 
in  every  other  respect,  been  the  most  zealous  and 


indexible  in  their  pursuit  of  measures  to  sustain 
the  operations  of  the  Qorernment.  He  had  no 
doobt  of  the  power  of  the  Government  to  estab* 
li>h  a  National  Bank  as  an  instrument  of  finance, 
and  entered  into  a  train  of  reasoning  with  his 
usual  acumen^  as  well  to  prove  this,  as  to  prove 
the  injury  which  had  resulted  from  the  refusal  to 
recharter  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Stales.  As 
to  establishing  the  bank  within  this  District,  for 
all  present  practical  purposes,  it  might  as  well  be 
established  in  Abyssinia.  He  was  decidedly  op- 
posed to  the  motion  now  under  consideration. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Stanford's  motion  to 
strike  out  the  words,  "  with  branches  in  the  sev- 
eral Slates,"  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
negative.  For  the  motion  14,  against  it  138,  as 
follows : 

YaAS-^Measrs.  Bard,  Bmwell,  ClopCbn,  Crawibid» 
Ohobesi,  Hall*  Hangerford,  lohnsan  of  Virginia,  Ma- 
eon,  Nslson^  Newton,  PUasants,  Bmilh  of  Virginia,  and 
Stanford. 

NATs^Mssan.  Alexander,  Alston,  Aadefson,  Arch- 
er^ Avery,  Barbour*  Bamett,  Baylies  of  Massadhusetts, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham, 
Brown,  Butler,  Capsrton,  CaldweU,  CattiMuiy  Gannon, 
Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  ClariE,  Comstock,  Con- 
diet,  Conard,  Cooper,  Creighton,  Cronch,  Culpeper» 
Catbbert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsyhania» 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  DuyaU,  Earle,  Ely,  Bppes,  Byans, 
Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Firit  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Cteston,  Geddes,  Glasgow, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griflk^  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson, 
Harris,  Hasbronck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken* 
tacky,  Hnbbard,  Hmnphrsys,  Hnlbert,  fngersoll,  Ing- 
ham, Inring,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  Toik,  Kent  of  Maty* 
land,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  KSlbonrn,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lefferls,  Lewis,  Lovet^ 
Lowndes,  Lylo,  Markell,  McCoy,  MeKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moftt,  Monlgomenr,  Moore»  Moaeley ,  Oakley, 
Orms^,  Peanan,Piekens,  Piper,  Pitfdn,  Post,  Potter, 
Jdua  Reed,  William  Reed,  Reaof  Pbnnsylvama,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  RangfoU,Robertson,  Ragglss,  Sage, 
Schnreman,  SsTier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sherwood^  Ship- 
herd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Strong,  Stnrges, 
Taggart,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Troup, 
Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wflcox,  Wilson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 

The  question  being  stated  on  the  passage  of  the 
resolution— 

Mr.  Post,  of  New  York,  said,  under  present 
impressions,  he  should  vote  against  it,  because  the 
idea  it  embraced  was  illusive,  and  its  object  im* 
praoticableattbe  present  moment ;  to  sbow  whieh 
he  made  a  number  of  resMrks  going:  <o  establish 
the  insaffieteocjr  of  such  a  measufe  to  ren^dy  the 
general  want  of  confidence  amontj^  individuals  as 
well  as  ia  the  banks,  wiiieh  at  present  prevailed. 

Tbe  ^estion  on  the  adoption  of  tke  resolution 
was  decided  by  the  following  vote : 

YsAB— ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Barnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Butler,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Chappell,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Creigh- 
ton, Crouch,  Cttlpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Denoyelles,  Duvall,  Barle,  Farro^,  Findleyt 
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Fiak  of  New  York,  Forney,  Foiwth,  Guton,  Oeddee» 
Gourdin,  GriffiD,  Giocvenor,  iluifloii,  Hanis,  Hae- 
broQck,  Hawee,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hul- 
bert,  IngeraoU^  Ingham,  Irring,  Kent  of  New  YoriL, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kerahaw,  KUboum,  King  of 
Noith  Carolina,  Lefieite,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes, 
Lyie,  Markell,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery, 
Mpore,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Strong,  Sturges,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Thompson,  Udree,  Wurd  of  New  Jersey,  Webster, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wright,  and  Yan- 
cey—93. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baibour,  Bard,  Baylies  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Burwell,  Champion, 
Cilley,  Clopton,  Crawford,  Davenport,  Desha,  Ely, 
Eppes,  Evans,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn, 
Hale,  Hall,  Hawkins,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  Kennedy,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Ma- 
con, Moseley,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Post, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  WUliam  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Ringgold,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Taggart,  Voae,  Wheaton,  Wil- 
cox, and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts — 54. 

So  the  resolation  was  agreed  to,  and  this,  to- 
gether with  the  other  resoTutioos,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  bring 
in  bills  accordingly. 


Saturday,  October  29. 

.  The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  stating  that  the 
whole  of  the  books,  papers,  trophies  in  his  office, 
except  the  furniture,  were  preserved,  and  are 
now  entire;  and  that  all  the  books  and  papers 
io  the  Accountant's  Office,  except  those  papers 
relative  to  accounts  settled  and  transmitted  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  have  been  preserved. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Moses  Alley  ; 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  con- 
tained was  concurred  in  by  the  House.  The  re- 
port is  as  follows: 

That,  at  the  declaration  of  war  against  Great  Britain» 
and  for  some  time  previous  thereto,  the  petitioner  was 
an  inhabitant  of  Upper  Canada ;  in  the  Summer  or 
Autumn  of  the  year  1812,  he  came  to  the  United  States 
and  reported  himself  to  General  Dearborn,  who  then 
commanded  on  the  Northern  firontier.  Being  consid- 
ered of  su^icious  character,  he  was  arrested  by  mili- 
tary authority,  and  sent  to  Greenbush,  in  New  York, 
for  examination ;  at  the  time  of  his  arrest,  he  had  in 
his  possession  a  sorrel  stud-horse,  lyhich  was,  by  direc- 
tions of  the  officer  who  arrested  him,  placed  in  the  pos- 
session of  a  Mr.  Benjamin  Van  Vledc  for  safe-keeping, 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  until  he  should 
receive  further  orders  how  to  dispose  of  him.  He  kept 
the  horse  until  the  16th  of  April,  1813,  when,  having 
had  his  house  and  property  consumed  by  fire^  he  de- 
livered the  horse  over  for  safe-keeping  to  a  Mr.  Norton, 
of  Lewis  county.  He  kept  him  until  September,  1813, 
when  he  sold  him,  at  the  price  of  twenty  dollars,  to 
pay  for  his  keeping.  It  does  not  appear  to  the  com- 
mittee who  was  the  purchaser ;  but,  from  the  manner 
in  which  the  account  for  keeping  the  horse  is  credited. 


it  is  presumed  that  Norton  himself  was  the  poichaaer. 
It  appeal^  also,  to  the  committee,  from  the  certificate 
of  Generals  Wilkinson  and  Dearborn,  that  the  charge 
against  the  petitioner  was  not  well  founded.  He  th» 
received  an  order  from  General  Wilkinson  for  his  horsey 
to  be  delivered  to  him  clear  of  the  expense  of  keeping'; 
but,  upon  application,  found  that  he  had  been  sold  to 
pay  that  expense.  The  petitioner  asks  of  Congress 
the  valae  of  the  horse. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  United  States 
are  under  no  legal  obligation  to  pay  for  the  hone ;  if 
the  petitioner  had  a  good  title  to  the  propeily,  it  is 
presumed  he  would  be  entitled  to  recover  his  value  of 
the  man  in  whose  poaseosion  he  was  placed  by  the 
officer.  Having  been  put  in  his  possession  upon  con- 
ditions, and  with  instructions  to  keep  him  at  pabhc 
expense,  it  is  believed  he  was  not  liable  to  be  sold  fx 
that  expense ;  they  therefore  recommend  the  foUowing 
resolution: 

Reaahfed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Clopton,  of  Virginia,  introduced  into  the 
House,  with  a  few  appropriate  obserTations,  the 
following  resolution : 

"  It  being  a  duty  particularly  incumbent,  in  a  time 
of  public  calamity  and  war,  humbly  and  devoutly  to 
acknowledge  our  dependence  on  Almighty  God,  and 
to  implore  his  aid  and  protection  :  Therefore, 

**Re9olved9  bv  the  Smatt  and  Hou$e  ofRefruada^ 
tivet  of  the  united  States  <tf  America  in  Congre$9 
aesemSled,  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  request 
that  he  recommend  a  day  of  public  humiliation,  prayer, 
and  fasting,  to  be  observed  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  with  religious  solemnity,  and  the  offering  of 
fervent  supplications  to  Almighty  God,  for  the  safety  of 
these  States;  his  blessings  on  their  arms,  and  a  speedy 
restoration  of  peace."    ' 

The  resolution  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  a  res- 
olution offered  a  few  days  ago  by  Mr.  Taylor 
of  New  York,  which  was  agreed  to  in  the  follow- 
ing words  : 

Jteeoived,  That  the  Standing  Committees  of  this 
House,  and  also  the  select  committees  appointed  on  the 
21st  day  of  September  iest,  on  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident United  States,  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

THE  WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  not  ex- 
ceeding  dollars. 

Mr.  £pp£8,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
for  the  amount  to  he  borrowed,  with  three  mil- 
lions. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  recom- 
mended, in  his  letter,  a  larger  sum  to  be  borrowed; 
but  since  that  letter  had  been  written,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  three  of  the  six  millions  of  stock  pro- 
posed to  be  sent  to  Europe  for  sale  had  not  yet  left 
the  country,  and  the  President  had  determined  to 
retain  it.  The  retention  of  this  stock  from  the 
market  would,  by  so  much  as  its  amount,  reduce 
the  additional  amount  necessary  to  be  aathorized. 
It  was  therefore  determined  to  ask  only  for  three 
millions  on  this  occasion. 

Tite  blank  was  filled  accordingly. 
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Mr.  QROBVENOByOf  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
he  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  following  proviso : 

**Prmndedf  aUo,  That  the  meking  the  loan  anthori- 
«d  by  this  bill,  the  President  shall  in  no  case  and  in 
lo  way  contract  for  a  greater  interest  or  pretoium  than 
ight  per  cent,  per  annum." 

Mr.  Grostenor  said,  he  had  offered  the  aroend- 
aent  in  the  belief,  nay,  the  certainty,  that  public 
Ted  it  and  confidence  would  never  oe  restored  to 
tny  Government  which  supplied  the  treasury  by 
oaos,  at  the  rate,  and  in  the  manner  heretofore 
dopted  by  the  President.    To  former  bills  sim- 
lar  amendments  had  been  moved  and  rejected, 
;nd  what  had  been  the  consequence?    Let  gen* 
lemen  cast  their  eyes  upon  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
etary  of  the  Treasury  at  the  commencement  of 
he  session.     The  Government  had,  under  a  bill 
ust  like  the  present,  gone  into  the  market  for 
wenty*five  millions.    It  first  proposed  for  a  part 
>{  that  sum,  to  wit:  ten  millions.  As  it  was  well 
mderstood,  by  the  influence  of  one  man,a  condi- 
ion  had  been  annexed  to  the  ten  millions  then 
aken,  of  a  most  ruinous  and  eziorlionate  char- 
icter.    That  condition  he  need  not  state,  because 
t  was  known  to  all ;  nor  should  he  go  over  the 
calculations  made  the  other  day  by  his  honorable 
fiend  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Oaklby.)    If  that 
gentleman  was  correct,  and  not  a  douot  existed 
hat  he  was  so,  this  very  condition  had  forced  the 
!>overnment  to  take  another  portion  of  the  loan, 
tbout  two  millions  and  a  half,  at  more  than  fifty 
)er  cent,  for  the  present  yearof  its  existence,  and 
It  six  or  seven  per  cent,  forever  thereafter.  How 
iould  this  condition  operate  differently  7  It  made 
t  the  interest  of  every  holder  of  the  first  part  of 
he  twenty-five  million  loan  (and  it  was  certain 
hat,  as  far  as  possible,  every  moneyed  man  in  the 
lation  would  be  made  a  holder)  to  bear  down 
jpon  the  Government,  and  for  them  to  give  the 
nost  exorbitant  premium  for  all  that  remained  to 
)e  taken.    This  was  early  foretold  by  the  men  of 
reflection  among  us.    But  it  was  treated  as  a  chi- 
onera,  as  the  common  story  of  opposition,  by  those 
whose  business  it  is  to  defend  every  act  of  the 
Government.  NoWj  the  truth  of  what  was  foretold 
is  absolutely  certain.    It  stands  on  the  official 
documents  m  this  House,  an  eternal  monument 
of  the  wild  errors,  and  the  fiscal  incapacity  of 
your  Government.    By  it  the  people  of  these 
States  have  been  subject  to  the  most  frightful  ex- 
tortion.   Do  I  therefore  accuse  those  who  forced 
the  Government  to  these  terms  ?  No ;  for  to  such 
a  condition  was  the  Government  reduced  in  Sep' 
tember,  that  even  an  open  bankruptcy  must  have 
followed,  but  for  the  money  then  obtained.    And 
if  these  money  lenders  had  so  pleased,  yon  must 
have  saved  the  nation  by  giving  cent  per  cent 
for  every  dollar.    Patriotism  has  nothing  to  do 
with  this  subject.    It  is  a  moneyed  operation; 
and  thus  considered,  perhaps  you  ought  to  thank 
the  lenders  that  they  accommodated  you  at  all, 
rather  than  to  curse  them  for  the  terms  they  de- 
manded. 

Mr.  G.  said,  to  a  Government  which  had  thus 
exhibited  an  utter  disregard  of  the  plainest  rnlea 
of  discretion  and  commou  sense— an  entire  igno- 


rance of  public  policy— who  had  shown  an  inea* 
paeity  for  all  fiscal  operations,  and  had  delivered 
themselves  and  their  country,  bound  hand  and 
foot,  into  the  iron  grasp  of  money  lenders,  he  waa 
totally  unwilling,  nay,  he  thought  it  madness,  to 
trust  unlimited  powers  as  to  further  hians. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  you  have  rejected  in  Commit- 
tee a  proposition  to  render  your  taxes  responsible 
for  your  loans,  by  pledging  them  speeifieally  to 
the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  gradual  re* 
demption  of  the  principal.  You  are  adopting  the 
same  old  principles,  and  pursuing  the  same  old 
course,  which  has  produced  the  evils  of  the  past 
year.  You  are  again  pledging  the  faith  of  the 
nation,  instead  of  the  wealth  of  the  nation,  to  ob* 
tain  loans.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  haa 
told  you,  and  wisely  told  you,  that  this  has  been 
the  cause  of  your  failure»-*tfae  principle  which 
has  destroyed  your  credit  and  ruined  your  finan- 
ces. And  he  has  told  you  that  your  system  must 
be  changed,  or  all  vour  efforu  are  hopeless.  Wh^ 
will  you  disregard  his  admonition — an  admoni- 
tion enforced  by  the  most  disastrous  experience? 
By  this  bill  your  President  again  appears  in  the 
money  market,  precisely  as  he  appeared  on  the 
31st  of  last  August;  can  he  get  money  on  better 
terms  now  than  he  could  then?  Nay,  is  not  the 
prospect  darker  and  more  desperate?  'And  may 
ne  not,  nay,  will  he  not,  pressed  on  by  the  pablic 
creditors  and  the  public  neeeesities,'  be  induced  to 

frtve  almost  any  premium  rather  than  fail  ?  Un- 
ess  his  power  be  limited,  he  will  again  deliver 
the  people  as  unresisting  victims  to  the  brokera 
and  money  lenders  of  the  nation.  Sir,  to  this  I, 
as  one,  never  will  consent.    Wishing,  as  I  do,  to 

r reserve  the  remnant  of  public  credit;  anxious  aa 
am  to  ^ive  my  vote  to  provide  for  the  defence 
of  the  soil;  I  cannot  vote  for  this  bill  in  its  pres- 
ent shapei  I  cannot  vote  for  it,  because  I  am 
certain  that  by  it  you  will  obtain  no  money,  bat 
on  terms  extortionate,  ruinous,  and  which  will 
give  the  last  blow  to  the  expiring  credit  of  the 
nation. 

Mr.  Eppbs  said  he  had  no  idea  that  a  larger 
interest  than  eight  per  cent,  would  or  ought  to  be 
given  for  this  money,  and  he  did  not  feel  any  great 
objection  to  the  amendment.  But  he  could  see 
no  reason,  when  this  bill  wss  merely  intended  to 
suppiv  the  amount  sent  to  Europe  for  sale  of  the 
loan  fast  authorized,  why  it  should  be  granted  in 
a  different  form  from  that. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  said  that  gentlemen 
were  mistaken  in  the  calculation  of  the  rate  of 
interest  given  by  the  Government  for  the  loans 
lately  negotiated.  They  were  obtained  at  seven 
and  a  half  per  cent,  wib  a  bonus,  payable  when- 
ever the  debt  was  extinguished,  of  twenty-five  per 
eent.  on  the  money  loaned.  This  was  demon- 
strable by  a  plain  question  in  the  rule  of  three. 
For  example,  the  Government  for  eighty  dollars 
issued  a  scrip  for  one  hundred  bearing  six  per  cent, 
interest,  if,  therefore,  eighty  dollars  «ives  six  dol- 
lars of  interest,  one  hundred  dollars  will  give  seven 
dollars  and  a  half,  or  seven  and  a  half  per  cent.  As 
to  the  bonus,  if  it  be  divided  on  twelve  and  a  half 
years  it  will  make  two  per  cent.,  if  on  twenty-five 
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yean  one,  and  if  m  handfcd,  oalf  one  foorth  per 
cent    The  term  of  twelve  years,  specified  in  the 
contract,  is  a  limitation  of  the  right  of  the  Qov- 
emment  to  redeem  within  that  period ;  not  an 
enga^ment  to  pay  at  the  expiration  of  it    It 
was  inserted  at  the  instance  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  stockholders,  who  being  disposed  to  make 
Ml  inyestiture  in  the  funds,  preferred  a  deferred 
payment  to  a  speedy  redemption,  for  the  obvious 
reason  that  indoces  men  of  wealth  to  prefer  a  bank, 
or  other  moneyed  institution,  with  an  unlimited 
or  extensive  charter  to  any  other,  viz :  that  there 
will  be  no  necessity  for  an  early  re-investiture,  or 
a  loss  by  the  want  of  employment  for  their  capi- 
tal.   No  one  will  pretend  to  say  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  legally  or  morally  bound  to  repay  the 
capital  advanced  in  twelve  years,  or  in  one  hun- 
dred years,  or  a  hundred  centuries,  provided  it  pajrs 
punctually  the  accruing  interest    Such  an  obli- 
gation to  pay  in  twelve  years,  would  require  the 
most  oppressive  system  of  taxation.    It  cannot  be 
denied  that  the  persons  who  loaned  the  last  money 
to  the  Qovemmeni  made  the  most  exorbiunt 
exactions.    The  sute  of  the  country  imperiously 
demanded  money  at  any  price;  and  they  rose 
in  proportion  to  the  preasure*    As  we  were  not 
bound,  he  would  not  pay  off  the  capital  of  that 
debt,  until  every  other  contracted  upon  better 
lenAe  was  extinguished,  unless  it  was  aelliag 
Wider  par  in  the  market,  and  they  would,  in  that 
way,  relinquish  a  portion  of  their  spoils.    This 
could  be  CHNM  by  changing  the  mode  of  borrow- 
ing, and  instead  of  a  bonus,  increase  the  rate  of 
imerest.    GKve,  if  necessary,  eight  per  cent  as  was 
done  by  a  foraaer  Administration,  m  future  loans, 
and  it  would  be  made  the  ditty  of  Qoveroment  to 
pay  them  off  first,  which  was  the  practice  ia  re- 
lation to  the  eight  percent  and  aix  per  cent  slock 
keretofore.    It  would  be  reooUected  (Mr.  J.  ob- 
aenred)  that  when  the  old  debt  was  assumed,  a 
large  portion  of  it  was  deferred  and  three  per  ceat 
stock,  and  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury  had  been 
authorized  to  pay  off  those  three  per  cents,  at 
aixty-eiyht  dollars  per  centum.    This  was  never 
complained  of  j  the  holders  were  under  no  com* 
pulsion  to  take  less  than  cent  per  cent., and  if  they 
leoeive  their  interest  for  ever,  the  contract  of  tlie 
Qovernment  was  fulfilled.    So,  if  the  present  six 
per  cenu  fall  below  par,  there  would  be  immo- 
lalily  in  employing  agents  to  purchase  them  at 
a  discount.    If  the  princinal  were  due,  such  a 
measure  would  be  a  breach  of  faith,  but  until  it 
becomes  payable  there  was  no  impropriety  in 
buying  the  stock  at  market  price ;  and  it  could 
not  be  pretended  that  a  change  of  the  mode  as 
proposed  would  be  derogatory  to  the  spirit  of  the 
existing  eonlraets.     Among  all  the  objections 
urged  against  the  eight  per  cent,  loans,  no  one 
ever  suggested  this  $  and  hence  it  may  be  fairly 
aseertedthat  it  would  be  uotenahle.    Whatever 
might  be  his  opinion  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
money  lenders,  Mr.  J.  declared  he  would  faithfully 
perform  the  oontraet  made  with  them  by  payia|^ 
the  interest  on  their  loans  quarter^yearly,  even  if 
it  were  necessary  to  quadruple  the  contemplated 
taJiesj  and  he  expressed  some  surprise  at  the  pre- 


tended solicitude  which  his  remailts  produced  ia 
a  certain  quarter,  when  the  sentiment  had  been 
avowed  by  one  of  the  leaders  of  Opposicioo,  and 
applauded  by  them,  that  the  Federal  party  would 
not  be  bound  to  pay  the  interest  on  th*  debt  in- 
curred by  the  Government,  ntihough  they  enter- 
tained no  doubt  of  soon  supplanting  the  men  in 
power.    Mr.  J.  said  these  retnarks  were  merely 
incidental  to  the  argument  concerning  the  rate  of 
interest  given.    He  was  of  opinion  thnt  those  dis- 
advantageous contracts  were  in  n  great  degree 
owing  to  the  spirit  of  opposition,  whereby  the 
capitalists  of  the  country  were  prevented  from 
entering  into  competion  with  the  men  who  con- 
tracted for  the  late  loans,  and  not  to  the  want  of 
confidence  in  the  good  faith  and  ability  of  the 
nation.    As  to  the  pledge  in  the  mode  proposal 
Mr.  J.  said,  he  had  insuperable  objections.    The 
taxes  designated  were  novel  in  this  e«iratry; 
some  of  them  were  very  high,  and  others  were 
denounced  by  the  gentlemen  as  oppressive.    He 
would  not  entail  these  upon  the  people,  and  de- 
prive the  nation  of  the  advantages  which  experi- 
ence might  afford  to  substitute  othen  for  them, 
or  if  the  revenue  were  ample  dispense  with  them 
altogether.    It  was  urged,  said  Mr.  J.,  that  the 
flAoney  lenden  require  a  more  solid  security  than 
the  pledge  of  the  national  faith ;  they  prefer  spe- 
cific pledges,  and  the  case  of  a  mortgage  by  an 
individual  was  mentioflwd  ns  aaalogoua.    Mr.  J. 
said,  that  the  obvious  dissimilarity  eonsnted  in 
this:  Where  an  individual  executed  a  mortgage, 
he  transferred  all  control  over  his  property  to  a 
third  party,  and  in  de&ult  of  payment,  the  courts 
of  justice  interposed  and  delivered  over  his  pro- 
perty to  the  mortgagee  or  a  pnichaser.    Not  so 
with  the  Qovernment;  there  was  no  physical 
control  vested  in  an  independent  tribunal  to  co- 
erce a  oompUaace— it  had  onlf  to  repeal  the  law 
to  defeat  the  security,  and  there  was  no  restraint 
upon  this  power  but  the  moral  sense  of  the  Gor- 
ernment,  which  it  was  said  cannot  he  relied  on. 
Mr.  J.  said  it  was  not  necessnry  that  the  &ith  of 
the  Government  should  be  pledged,  in  terms,  by 
any  law  or  coatraet    The  passage  of  a  law  rest- 
ing a  right,  or  conferring  a  power,  was  a  pledge  in 
iact  that  the  right  should  be  preserved  and  the 
power,  when  executed,  be  irrevocable  and  obliga- 
tory ;  but,  inasmuch  as  that  phraseology  had  been 
used  he  would  not  object  to  it    With  these  views 
Mr.  J.  said  he  could  not  imagine  that  a  formal 
pledge  of  funds  to  meet  the  engagements  of  the 
Gtovernmeni  was  in  nny  case  necessary;  inas- 
much as  the  good  faith  of  the  nation  was  pledged 
to  make  good  its  ongagements,  and,  having  never 
been  violated,  it  was  not  suspected  by  any.   Yet,  he 
added,  as  some  gentlemen  argued  differeatly,  and 
it  might  by  possibility  have  an  iafiuence  on  the 
price  of  stock,  he  was  willing  to  vote  for  aa 
amendment  whereby  the  taxes  proposed  should 
be  pledged  until  aa  equivalent  security  was  sub- 
stituted for  them. 

The  question  on  Mr.  GaoavENoa's  amendment 
was  decided  affirmatively,  as  follows :  For  the 
amendment  59,  ngainst  it  58. 

Mr.  Oaklbt,  of  New  York,  then  moved  a  for* 
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ther  ameDdmeat,  viz :  to  strike  oat  the  reneral 
pledge  of  public  faith  to  make  good  any  deficieocy 
ID  the  funds  for  payment  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  this  loan,  and  insert  in  lien  thereof,  a 
pledge  of  the  proceeds  of  the  direct  tax  and  in- 
cemai  duties  for  that  purpose :  For  the  motion 
11,  against  it  71. 

The  bill  having  been  further  immaterially 
amended,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the 
bill. 

The  House  having  confirmed  the  amount  of 
three  millions  to  be  borrowed,  the  question  offered 
itself  on  the  concurrence  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  in  agreeing  to  Mr.  Qrosvsiior's 
amendment;  on  which  question  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  demanded  by  Mr.  Grosvenor. 

On  this  motion  there  arose  a  long  and  desultory 
debate,  in*  the  course  of  which  the  motion  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  LowmiBa,  Qhoi^som,  Cai<* 
aoi7N,  Wriobt.  and  KiLB0URN,and  supported  by 
the  mover,  and  Messnt.  Hui^bbrt,  GksTON,  and 
EIanson. 

On  the  one  hand,  it  was  argued,  that  such  a 
limitation  as  was  proposed  was  inexpedient  be- 
cause it  was  unusual ;  because  it  would  have  the 
effect  rather  to  Increase  than  limit  the  rate  at 
which  the  loan  could  be  had ;  and  because,  bv  a 
remote  possibility,  it  might  prevent  the  loans  be- 
ing had  at  all,  and  thus,  as  this  loan  was  only  ne* 
sessary  to  meet  the  reimbursement  of  public  debt 
luring  this  quarter,  produce  consequences  ruinous 
to  the  public  credit.  Occasion  was  taken  to  rebst 
the  statements  made  by  Mr.  Oakley  the  other 
lay  in  relation  to  the  terms  of  the  late  loan,  and 
to  vindicate  in  the  warmest  terms  the  conduct  of 
the  Executive  iti  this  respect.  Occasion  was  also 
taken  to  state  several  factSj  among  which  were 
these:  that  the  interest  which  this  Administra- 
tis a  had  given  for  money  was  less  than  had  been 
g^iven  by  the  Federal  Administration  under  cir- 
cumstances which  afforded  incomparably  greater 
facility  for  loans;  that  notwithstanding  all  the 
clamors  against  thie  credit  oif  the  nation,  tt  i^  now 
better  supported,  by  a  sinking  fund,  dkc.,  than  it 
was  in  the  days  when  those  were  in  power  who 
DOW  decrv  it ;  and  that  the  refusal  of  a  Boston 
bank  lately  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  public  debt 
in  specie,  an»e  from  no  fault  of  the  Qov^rDmeat, 
which  then  had  in  the  vaults  of  that  bank  three 
times  the  amount  which  was  there  due. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  said,  that  the  late 
improvideoce  of  the  Administration  made  it  ae^' 
cessary  to  provide  such  a  guard  over  their  conduct. 
The  consequence  of  what  he  called  fiscal  gam- 
bling, it  was  said  by  one  speaker^  (Mr.  HAiiaaif,) 
had  been  to  throw  the  country  into  the  arms  of 
speculators ;  tomake  the  Government  the  victim 
of  such  men  as  Jacob  Barker,  who,  it  appeared  by 
the  documents  had  been  unable  to  fttltu  bis  en- 
gagements, and  he  believed  that  failure  was 
the  foundation  of  this  loan.  To  insure  the  co- 
operation  of  those  who  spoke  thus,  and  the  confi* 
dence  of  the  country,  it  was  said  to  be  necessary 
to  give  some  pledge  that  the  Grovernment  would 
change  its  course,  and  no  longer  trust  itself  in  the 
hands  of  ejttortioners,  dkc. 


Mr.  Hansom's  remarks  were  as  follows : 

Mr.  H.  observed,  he  now  felt  the  same  reluo* 
tance  in  presentiog  himself  to  the  Chair  which 
he  always  felt,  condemning,  as  he  did,  the  exan^ 
pie  of  daily  and  constantly,  upon  all  subjects,  con- 
suming the  time,  and  trespassing  upon  the  pa- 
tience of  the  House. 

As  so  much  had  been  said  about  union  and  pair 
riotism,  he  saw  fit  distinctly  to  notice  these  to]^ 
ics,  at  the  same  time  that  he  reprobated  the  course 
about  to  be  adopted  to  relieve  the  Treasury,  seme* 
what,  in  its  embarrassments.  Mr.  H.  trusted  that 
on  this^ay  on  all  other  occasions,  his  nature  would 
show  itself  to  be  utterly  irreconcilable,  and  his 
principles  openly  at  war,  with  the  meanness  and 
duplicity  which  would  act  a  part  to  gain  a  name 
for  magnanimity,  and  attract  vulgar  and  insto«- 
cere  applause  for  patriotism.  Patriotism  1  ia  the 
modern  acceptation  o(  the  term,  the  very  souad 
was  hateful  and  grating  to  his  ears*  From  the 
day  of  the  first  dawn  ofreason  and  philosophy  in 
France,  the  loudest  patriou  in  every  country, 
visited  bv  the  revolutionary  aaania,  had  always 
been  the  boldest  traitors.  Thev  were  ever  ready 
to  sell,  for  their  twenty  pieces  or  silver,  themselves 
or  their  country  to  the  highest  bidder.  It  was  the 
brawling  demajj^ogues  who  drove  the  profitahle 
trade  of  patriotism,  and  lived  upon  its  avails,  that 
had  plunged  the  country  into  a  wasteful,  bloody, 
and  calamitous  war ;  who  had  brought  upon  the 
country  the  sufferings  and  burdens  which  bowed 
it  down  to  the  very  dust  it  was  biting,  and  je^ 
paidized  its  very  political  existence.  Such  men 
were  the  curse  or  every  country  that  contained 
them.  It  |iad  been  well  said,  by  a  moral  esaaf  •> 
ist,  that  patriotism  had  become  the  last  refuge  of 
a  scoundrel.  From  the  accusation  of  such  paJh 
riotism  he  meant  at  least  to  deliver  himself. 

[Mr.  H.  was  called  to  order  by  a  member,  who 
erroneously  took  to  himself,  particularly,  the  gear 
eral  denunciation  of  the  great  body  of  pitriots  in 
the  country.] 

Idr.  H*  would  admit  no  man  in  the  natioa  10 
be  belbre  him  in  an  ardent  desire  to  provide  the 
means  for  defending  the  country.  The  proper 
course  beioff  taken  to  effectuate  the  object  which 
all  nrofisssed  to  have  at  heart,  he  was  as  anxious 
and  as  ready  as  any  geatlemaft  to  co-operate  ia 
the  necessary  measures  to  reaCore  and  suppoic 

Kublic  credit,  and  resuscitate  the  finances.  Ua- 
iss  public  credit  was  revived,  and  the  Treasury 
relieved,  it  was  idle  to  talk  of  defending  the  coun" 
try.  Money  was  the  great  sinew  of  war.  Witli- 
out  it  the  invader  could  not  he  repelled,  the  coun- 
try could  not  be  defended.  It  was  mockery  to 
talk  of  defending  the  country,  without  pro? iding 
the  means,  but  that  defence  and  proiection  nuiat 
be  extended  equally  to  all  parts  of  the  Union. 
Mr.  H.  was  as  ready  as  any  gentleman  to  expoee 
his  person  and  spill  his  blood  in  defence  of  his 
country ;  could  he,  then,  be  disposed  to  withhold 
money  for  the  same  purpose?  Life  and  treasuse 
were  not  to  be  weighed  against  each  other.  He 
would  vote  for  the  loan,  provided  gentlemen  would 
not  continue  to  disregard  and  set  at  naught  the  estab- 
lished maxims  of  all  well  regulated  Qovarmnants. 
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If  tbey  woald  not  set  expertenee  at  defiance,  and 
treat  with  contempt  its  lessons  so  dearljr  bought, 
bat  woald  follow  the  counsels  of  wisdom,  bis 
hearty  support  was  already  pledged.  But  if  tbey 
persisted  in  a  downward  course  of  desperate  fis- 
cal gambling,  subjecting  tbemselres  to  be  preyed 
upon  by  harpies,  speculators,  and  usurers,  it  was 
impos&ible,  without  an  abandonment  of  the  most 
sacred  duties,  to  gire  any  countenance  to  their 
measures.  The  incTitable  consequence  of  such  a 
course  was  bankruptcy  and  ruin,  for  already  was 
the  credit  of  the  Government  no  better  than  that 
of  Jacob  Barker's  himself,  with  which  it  had  been 
identified.  It  appeared  by  the  late  Secretary's 
report,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  that 
there  was  a  defalcation  on  the  part  of  some  one 
of  the  contractors  for  the  ten  million  loan  to  an 
immense  amount,  and  there  was  no.  doubt  that 
the  said  Barker  was  the  defaulter  referred  to,  al- 
though the  Secretary  had  not  mentioned  his  name. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  was  placed  in  a  most  painful 
situation.  Understanding  that  the  system  of 
finance,  which  had  brought  so  much  distress  and 
dismce  upon  the  country,  was  to  be  abandoned, 
mnd  that  gentlemen  bad  been  at  last  brought  to 
consent  to  resort  to  the  fundamental  maxims  of 
finance,  which  forbid  the  creation  of  debt  with- 
out providing  and  pledging  the  means  of  pay- 
ment, he  had  voted  for  the  highest  rate  of  taxes. 
He  had  done  so  under  the  fullest  persuasion,  he 
might  say  an  assurance,  that  the  taxes  were  to 
be  specincally  appropriated  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest,  and  the  ultimate  reimbursement  of 
the  principal  of  the  public  debt.  He  had  done  so 
under  the  belief  that  the  sponge  was  to  be  applied 
to  the  system  of  finance  hitherto  relied  on ;  that 
we  were  all  prepared  to  rub  out  and  begin  anew, 
having  the  benefit  of  experience  to  steer  us  clear 
of  the  shoals  and  rocks  upon  which  the  vessel  of 
State  had  been  so  near  bilging. 

Mr.  H.  hoped  that  the  limitation  of  interest 
moved  by  his  friend  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gros- 
vfiNOR.)  would  be  adopted.  He  had  no  doubt 
that  the  mon^jr  could  be  had  upon  more  advan- 
tageous terms  if  security  was  given,  by  pledging 
the  public  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  but 
after  the  experience  we  bad  had  of  the  profusion 
and  profii^cy  introduced  into  the  Treasury  De- 
partment m  the  loan  negotiations,  there  could  be 
no  reliance  on  the  Administration  to  obtain  loans 
upon  better  terms ;  they  should,  therefore,  be  re- 
stricted in  the  interest  to  be  given.  So  extreme- 
ly anxious  was  Mr.  H.  to  place  the  country  in  the 
best  possible  posture  of  defence,  in  the  hope  that 
the  nation  might  yet  be  saved,  and  to  take  from 
those  who  are  responsible  for  its  preservation  and 
safety  all  pretexts  for  shifting  the  blame  upon 
other  shoulders,  that  he  would  still  vote  for  the 
bill  if  the  amendment  failed,  as  it  was  prettjr  evi- 
dent it  would  do.  But  although  the  rejection  of 
that  amendment  did  not  present  an  insurmount- 
able difficulty,  should  the  House  refuse  to  accept 
the  amendment  moved  bjr  his  friend  next  to  him. 
(Mr.  Oakley,}  in  Committee,  Mr.  H.  could  not 
m  his  conscience  vote  for  the  bill.  He  could  not 
briog  himself  to  sanction  a  vicious,  ruinous,  sys- 


tem, which  had  been  the  cause  of  all  our  finaneiai 
embarrassnoents  and  disgrace.  Why,  after  the 
fatal  experience  we  had  nad  of  the  futility  of  all 
attempts  to  borrow  money  upon  reasonable  terms, 
without  pledgioff  something  more  substantial  than 
the  public  faith  ror  its  repayment,  and  the  pimetual 
discharge  of  the  interesL  persist  in  the  old  plan  of 
expedients,  of  living  from  hand  to  mouth,  of 
squandering  all  to-day  and  letting  to-morrow  pro- 
vide for  itself.  Why  persist  in  a  system  which 
can  eventuate  in  nothing  but  ruin?  Was  the 
mere  pride  of  opinion  to  stand  between  the  coon- 
try  and  its  defence — probably  its  salvation  !  He 
hazarded  nothing  in  saying  that  the  loan  would 
fail,  or  be  obuined  opon  the  most  ruinous  terms, 
unless  something  more  substantial  than  the  moral 
sense  of  the  nation  was  pledged  as  security.  That 
moral  sense  was  the  reliance  for  the  former  loans, 
and  it  was  now  thirty  per  cent,  below  par ;  yes, 
the  moral  sense  of  the  nation  had  depreciated  90 
per  cent,  since  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

He,  Mr.  H..  was  the  more  surprised  at  the  de- 
termination of  gentlemen  to  go  into  the  market 
to  borrow  three  millions  of  dollars,  without  offer- 
ing any  new  inducement,  but,  on  the  contrarv, 
rel using  to  give  security  when  they  have  13  mil- 
lions of  the  25  million  loan  still  on  hand,  and  for 
which  there  had  been  no  bid.  His  surprise  was 
the  more  excited  at  the  determination  of  gentle- 
men to  adhere  to 'the  old  plan  of  finance,  when 
the  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  avowed  that  the  money  to  be 
borrowed  was  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  public 
debt  which  fell  due  the  present  quarter.  Ir  suck 
was  the  important  and  indispensable  uses  to  which 
it  was  to  be  applied,  how  could  gentlemen  recon- 
cile it  to  good  conscience  and  duty  to  hesitate  to 
give  the  pledge  and  security'  which  would  insure 
success,  when,  by  refusing  it,  everything  was  put 
at  hazard.  Anxious  as  Mr.  H.  was  to  demon- 
strate, in  everv  way,  his  ardent  desire  to  revive 
and  sustain  public  credit,  which  was  inseparably 
connected  with  the  national  defence,  he  eonld  not, 
in  any  way,  countenance  the  system  which  it 
seemed  was  to  be  persisted  in,  let  the  consequence 
be  what  it  might.  The  great  object  to  be  accom- 
plished, was  to  restore  confidence  in  the  ability 
and  efficiency  of  the  national  finances,  which  was 
only  to  be  done  by  An  adequate  provision  for  the 
wants  of  Government,  and  pledging  the  nnblic 
funds  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  redemp> 
tion  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debL  Public 
credit  was  a  sentiment ;  like  matters  of  faith,  it 
was  a  thing  not  to  be  reasoned  about.  If  gentlemra 
expected  to  restore  public  confidence,  and  thereby 
recover  public  credit,  they  must  abandon  at  once, 
and  forever^  their  old  shifts  and  expedients  adopt- 
ed with  a  single  view  to  their  popalarity. 

He  again  reminded  the  House  that  the  svstem 
they  seemed  disposed  to  persevere  in,  couiid  re- 
sult in  nothing  but  disappointment  and  disffrace 
to  themselves,  and  injury  to  the  country.  Was 
everything  to  be  sacrificed,  even  our  political  ex- 
istence, to  the  pride  of  opinion  ?  It  would  not  be 
amiss  to  embrace  the  present  occasion  to  remind 
gentlemen,  that  the  minority  had  ever  protested 
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against  the  system  of  finance  which  bad  induced 
the  embarrassments  the  Treasary  labored  under. 
They  clearly  foresaw,  and  distinctly  and  re- 
peatedly foretold;  its  fatal  consequence.    They 
opposed  the  war  in  all  its  approaches,  in  alt  its 
parts,  and  in  every  stage  of  it.    They  had  con- 
stantly held  up  to  view  the  enormous  expendi- 
tures to  which  it  would  subject  the  country. 
They  had  pointed  out  the  manner  in  which  the 
general  measures  of  Government  would  destroy 
the  revenue  and  resources  of  the  country.    They 
knew,  and  declared,  whenever  an  opportunity 
occurred,  that  loans  after  loans  must  be  resorted 
to,  and  that  loans  could  not  be  had  except  upon 
the   most  ruinous  terms,  unless  general  confi- 
dence was  produced  in  the  ability  and  efficiency 
of  the  national  finances,  and  that  the  finances 
could  not  have  a  solid  basis  without  an  efficient 
and  permanent  system  of  taxation.    The  Con- 
gress was  conjured  not  to  declare  war.  The  most 
conspicuous  men  of  the  majority  admitted  that 
war  ought  not  to  be  declared,  unless  gentlemen 
were  prepared  to  enact  such  a  system.   The  fatal 
step  being  taken,  its  authors  were  admonished, 
warned,  not  to  reply  upon  loans  to  defray  the  ex- 
peases  of  the  war,  without  laying  a  broad  and 
solid  foundation  for  the  finances.    The  inevita- 
ble fatal  consequences  of  such  a  reliance,  were 
predicted.    From  your  pen,  and  from  your  lips, 
sir,  (said  Mr.  H.,  pointing  to  the  Speaker,)  pro- 
ceeded the  same  admonitions  and  predictions. 
We,  differently  situated  from  you,  sir,  enjoying 
as  you  do,  the  rare  and  singular  felicity  of  unit- 
ing the  confidence  of  a  majority  of  all  parties, 
we  did  not  escape  suspicion  and  censure.    We 
were  accused  of  predicting  what  we  secretly 
labored  to  realize,  the  greatest  national  calamity, 
an  explosion  of  public  credit.    It  is  to  be  lamented 
that  your  advice  and  our  predictions  were  re- 
garded as  worthy  only  of  scoff  and  crimination. 
We  were  both  supported  at  the  time  by  the  con- 
current opinions  of  all  the  enlightened  men  of 
the  country,  and  the  subsequent  expositions  and 
advice  of  two  successive  Heads  of  the  Treasurv 
Department  corroborate  and  establish  the  sound- 
ness of  our  opinions.    But  party  prejudice  and 
the  pride  of  opinion  is  not  to  be  affected  by  argu- 
ment.   There  is  but  one  school,  the  teacher  in 
which  is  Experience,  where  the  intellects  of  some 
men  can  be  illuminated. 

Mr.  H.  incidentally  noticed  the  reference  of  Mr. 
Epfes  to  the  difficulties  which  arose  in  relation 
to  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  public  debt 
due  in  one  section  of  the  country.  Mr.  Eppbs 
laid  the  blame  of  the  defalcation  to  a  Boston 
bank.  Mr.  H.  said,  the  circumstances  in  relation 
to  the  default  of  the  bank  alluded  to,  were  too 
well  established  and  known  to  admit  of  any  mis- 
understanding or  delusion.  la  conformity  to  the 
settled  system  of  favoritism,  the  Gerrymander 
State  Bank  had  been  selected  by  Government  as 
most  worthy  of  its  confidence  and  patronage.  If 
that  bank,  the  circumstances  attending  the  crea- 
tion of  which  were  so  well  known,  was  the  only 
one  in  Boston  unable  to  continue  its  payments  in 
specie,  there  was  no  difficulty  in  properly  attach- 


ing the  blame  of  the  failure  to  meet  the  public 
engagements. 

Mr.  H.  reiterated  the  declaration  of  his  readi- 
ness to  co-operate  in  every  practical  and  effectual 
effort  to  revive  public  credit.  He  had  only  to 
repeat  his  sincere  regret  that  gentlemen  in  the 
majority  had  not  brought  their  minds  to  adopt 
the  only  measure  that  could  accomplish  the  ail- 
importsnt  and  desirable  object.  It  was  their  re- 
fusal to  come  at  once  to  the  determination  which 
they  must  at  last  come  to,  if  public  credit  was 
ever  to  be  recovered,  that  placed  him  in  his  pre- 
sent painful  situation.  Alter  the  pledge  which 
he  had  given,  by  his  vote  for  all  the  tax  resolu- 
tions, he  might  appear  inconsistent  in  voting 
against  a  loan  whicn  was  declartfd  to  be  indis- 
pensable for  the  public  service,  but  it  was  impos- 
sible for  him  to  sanction  what  he  had  always 
pronounced  to  be  a  system  of  desperate  financial 
gambling.  Suppose,  said  he,  an  individual  re- 
duced b|r  extravagance,  gaming  and  improvident 
speculations,  to  bankruptcy  and  ruin,  were  to  call 
upon  his  family  and  friends  to  extricate  him  from 
his  difficulties.  Could  they  be  expected  to  give 
him  assistance  unless  he  promised  to  forsake  and 
renounce  his  ruinous  courses,  and  no  more  pursue 
his  pernicious  practices?  Could  they  be  expect- 
ed, without  such  a  promise,  and  the  more  upon 
his  positive  refusal,  to  give  such  a  promise — could 
they  be  expected  to  supply  him  with  the  means 
of  continuing  his  dissolute  and  riotous  course  of 
life,  and  thus  waste  their  own  substance  without 
affording  any  lasting;  relief  to  him  ?  The  mis- 
taken zeal  of  frien(»hip,  and  the  blind  excess  of 
affection,  sometimes  betrayed  individuals  in  pri- 
vate life  into  such  acts  of  folly,  and  they  have 
become  partners  in  the  ruin  and  sorrow  of  their 
friends  and  relatives.  But  public  men,  who  had 
in  charge  the  happiness  and  destiny  of  a  people, 
must  hush  and  subdue  the  feelings  of  weakness 
springing  from  the  frail  nature  of  man.  Not|^ener- 
osity,  but  the  fixed  principles  of  right  and  justice 
they  were  bound  to  regard.  When  was  it,  said  Mr. 
Hn  that  the  prodigal  son  was  received  again  into 
the  paternal  mansion  ?  It  was  when  he  had  for- 
saken his  evil  ways,  abandoned  his  riotous  course 
of  life,  and  returned  to  the  paths  of  prudence  and 
of  doty. 

If  gentlemen  were  not  sufficiently  instructed  in 
the  school  of  experience,  as  to  agree  to  abandon 
their  political  system  generally,  they  had  only  to 
give  up  their  vicious  destructive  system  of  finance, 
to  insure  a  cordial  conoorrenee  in  the  necessary 
measures  to  build  up  the  dilapidated  credit  of 
the  nation  upon  a  new  and  solid  foundation.  To 
do  this,  nothing  more  was  required  but  to  recur 
to  the  example,  the  principles  and  system  of  their 

{iredecessors  in  power.  There  were  two  roads 
ead^ng  to  prosperity  and  adversity,  one  to  the 
right  the  other  to  the  left.  We  had  travelled  the 
wrong  road  for  fourteen  years,  and  had  gone  an 
immense  distance,  but  the  shortest  way  to  get 
right  was  to  go  back  to  ^herc  we  started.  It 
was  the  only  sure  mode  of  arriving  at  the  goal 
we  all  professed  to  aim  for,  the  safety,  honor,  and 
prosperity  of  the  nation. 
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The  qaestioD  on  eoncarranee  in  the  amend* 
meat  was  then  decided  in  the  negatire — yeas  51, 
nays  97,  as  follows : 

Ybai — Messrs.  Bsylies  of  Msssschosrtts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbaiy,  Brigfaam,  Butler,  Caperton,  Cham- 
pion, Cilley,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Gas- 
ton, Geddes,  GrosTenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hulbert,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Law,  Lewis,  Lovatt,  Macon,  Markell,  Mose* 
ley,  Oakley,  Peaison,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Storges,  Taggart, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Msssachosetts,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  WhUe  WUoox,  WUson  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Winter.  « 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, ATcry,  Barbonr,  Bard,  Bamctt,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark, 
Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Pisk  of  New  York,  Fom^, 
Fkanklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grif- 
fin, Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hop- 
kins <rf  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungeiferd, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Yirgima,  Johnson  of  Vii^ 
ginisy  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbonm,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Lefisrts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKlm, 
McLean,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Post,  Potter,  Rea  of  Penn^lvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Si^e,  Sevier, 
Seyberty  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
TannehUI,  Taylor,  Teliair,  Troup,  Udiee»  Wilson  of 
PennsylTsnia,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  amendment  made  in  Committee  of  tho 
Whole  was  rejected  by  the  Home. 

Mr.  Oaklby,  of  New  York,  renewed  the  mo- 
tion he  had  made  in  committee  to  pledge  specifi- 
cally the  proceeds  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal 
duties  for  the  redemption  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  the  loan. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Sbakp,  of  Eentacky,  Mr. 
Oaklby  so  modified  his  motion  as  to  embrace 
also  a  pledge  of  the  duties  on  impost  and  ton*- 
nage. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Eppbb,  and  Mr. 
Hawxiii8.  of  Eentacky.  and  opposed  by  MeMia. 
Hanson,  Wriqht,  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina, 
and  Rica,  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  RioB  oflkred  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
maot  of  Mr.  Oakley,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
extend  the  pledge  to  stich  part  of  the  loan  of 
twenty-five  millions  as  remains  oncontracted  for. 

Mr.  Oaklby  objected  to  this  amendment  be- 
cause it  would  have  a  retroactive  operation,  in 
conaequeoce  of  the  terms  of  the  ten  million  loan, 
by  which  the  contractors  were  to  have  the  most 
advantageous  terms  which  might  be  allowed  to 
the  lenders  of  the  remainder  of  the  twenty-five 
million  loan. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr»  Rica  was  nega- 
tived. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Oaklby  was  then  further 
opposed  by  Mr.  Shabp,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr. 
Jackson,  of  Virginia,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Gas- 
ton, and  the  mover. 


This  motion  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that 
to  adopt  it  would  place  this  loan  on  a  footing 
different  from  any  other;  that  it  was  unnecessary, 
because  the  funds  already  established  were  abund^ 
autly  sufficient  to  redeem  the  public  debt,  and  be- 
cause the  Siokiog  Fund  was  about  to  be  re-organ- 
ized so  as  to  be  more  active  in  its  opera tioa.  In 
allusion  to  the  argument  of  the  mover  of  thb 
motion,  and  bis  friends,  on  the  question  of  the 
removal  of  the  Seat  of  Government,  it  was  said, 
rather  iocoaely  than  seriooslv,  that  it  would  be 
perfectly  uoimportant  to  establish  such  a  plet^e, 
because  pledges  by  one  Congress  are  not  bindiag 
on  another,  Mog  at  any  moment  liable  to  be  re* 
pealed. 

The  motion  was  warmly  supported,  oa  tbe 
ground  that  it  was  expedient  to  place  the  credit 
of  the  Government  in  future  loaas  oa  aueh  s 
broad,  visible  basis  as  should  satisfv  the  most 
scrupulous  lender  of  the  aecuritv  of  his  inooey; 
that  it  was  the  want  of  such  a  oasis  which  had 
interposed  a  difficulty  in  the  obtaining  foraaer 
loans ;  that  the  loans  so  obtained  ought  not  to  be 
placed  on  a  par  with  future  loans,  obtained  oa 
terms  more  favorable  to  the  Government;  that 
the  sponge  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  old  system 
of  finance,  and  a  new,  better,  and  more  daraUe 
system  substituted  for  it.  of  which  the  provision 
proposed  in  this  motion  should  conatitate  a  fea- 
ture. 

Mr.  Oaklby's  motion  was  negatived-— for  it  37, 
against  it  87,  as  follows : 

YsAS — ^Mesnns.  Archer,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Capeiton, 
Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Duvall,  Pairow,  Gaston, 
Groflvenor,  Hanion,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Konta^, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  Uflerts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Maxfcell,  If  ooslsx,  Oak- 
ley, Peanoo,  William  Read,  Kich,  Saggier  Seybart, 
Sherwood,  SUnnsr,  Stuiges,  Thompaon*  Vaos^  Wbite, 

a   wwT   *    a_  A 

and  WrMBit* 

NATS^4llessia.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andsrssn,  Aveij, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bamatt,  Baylies  of  Msanchuaetta, 
Bowen,  Bradbwy.  Brown,  Butler,  Csfiwaa,  CaBnon, 
Ckrk,  Clooton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conaid,  Ciaw 
find,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davia  of 


Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppea,  Fisk 
of  Vermont,  Pisk  of  New  York,  Pomey,  Franklin, 
Gholson,  Glssgow,  Goodwvn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hsll, 
Harrii^  Hawkins,  Hubbsn^  Humphreys,  Hungeiferd, 
Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginis, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kershaw,  Rjlboum, 
King  of  Norfii  Carolina,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Maeon,  Mc- 
Coy, McKIm,  McLean,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Piek- 
ens,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Rsed,  Res 
of  Psnnsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Robert* 
son,  Bsge,  Shaip,  Smith  of  Vhrginia,  8tanfi»rd,  Steang, 
Tanaehill,  Tayior,  Tal&ir,  Udiee,  Vfaid  of  Mmbo- 
ehusetta,  Wiiooz,  Wilson  of  Massadroaelta,  Wiiaan  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 


Monday,  October  31. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Connecticut 
Bbnjamin  Tallmadob,  appeared,  and  took  his 
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PtHiion  ofRebeeea  Hodgmnu 


H.  OP  R. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kcntuekf, 

Reaohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Re?oJaliooary  Claims  be  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  eipediency  of  allowing  Captain  Richaril 
Taylor,  senior,  his  claims  for  medical  aid  for  bis 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolution,  commutation 
of  half  pay,  and  a  pension  from  the  United  States, 
io  addition  to  the  one  received  from  the  State  of 
VirsriDia. 

Mr.  Eppbb,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  author- 
izing the  Secretary  of  State,  during  the  contino- 
ance  of  the  present  war,  to  give  additional  com- 
pensation to  masters  of  vessels  for  bringing  home 
destitute  and  distressed  American  seamen  from 
abroad ;  which  was  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  B.  also  reported  a  bill  for  therelief  of  John 
Castilie;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  B.  also  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  John  H.  Beasley  and  others;  which 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pisk.  of  Vermont,  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for 
further  examination. 

The  joint  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Clopton, 
of  Virginia,  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  wait  on  the  President,  and  request  him  to  ap- 
point a  day  of  public  humility,  fasting,  and  pray- 
er, was  also  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  and  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken  tacky,  the 
Committee  en  Public  Lands  were  directed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  Anthony 
Stimoe,  (a  half-breed  Indian  who  has  performed 
eminent  services  to  the  United  States,)  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  at  a  place  on 
St.  Mary's  river,  known  by  the  name  of  Shane's 
Crossing ;  and  leave  was  given  to  them  to  report 
thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  eogros»ed  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a 
sum  not  exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  without  debate  or 
division,  though  not  without  oppusition. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Joseph  Forrest,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

A  bill  was  received -l«om  the  Senate,  entitled 
^  An  act  authorizing  thePresident  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  the  ves- 
sels  therein  described."  [The  bill  provides  for 
the  building  or  purchase  and  employment  of  any 
namber  not  exceedmg  twenty  vessels,  to  carry 
not  less  than  eight  nor  more  than  fourteen  guns.J 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  William  Rbbo,  the  House 

Sroceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted 
y  him  on  the  28th  instant,  and  the  same  being 
again  read,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  William 
Rb£d,  to  amend  his  said  motion,  by  striking  out 
frum  the  word  ''  war,"  to  the  end  thereof,  and  to 
insert  the  following  words: 

*<  Which  have  since  that  time  been  commiBsioned  for 
service,  designating  the  names  and  foreit,  with  the 
number  of  o&een  and  men  attached  to  each,  and  the  I 
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present  condation  of  theee  veasala ;  and  if  anv 
tial  change  hss  been  made  in  any  of  them  daring  that 
time ;  also,  the  namber  of  veasela  that  have  been  added 
to  the  force  on  the  Atlantic  nnder  anthority  of  the  lawa 
of  2d  of  Janoary  and  3d  of  March,  1818;  and  if  those 
laws  have  not  been  folly  eioentad,  the  progress  that 
has  been  made,  and  the  causes  that  have  prevented 
their  entire  ezecation." 

The  adoption  of  this  resolution  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Pleasants  of  Virginia,  and  Rhea  of  Ten* 
nessee,  and  supported  by  the  mover;  but  finally 
rejected  by  the  following  vote :  For  the  motioA 
52,  against  it  (58. 

PETITION  OP  REBECCA  HODGSON. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Rebecca  Hodg- 
son ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  on  the  lithday  of  Aognst,  1800,  Joseph  Hodg- 
son, then  of  the  City  of  Washington,  leased,  hj  deed, 
ibr  the  term  of  eight  months  to  funnel  Dexter,  as  Sec- 
retary of  War,  a  tenement  in  the  aaid  city,  to  be  oo- 
capted  for  the  twm  aforesaid;  as  the  War  Office.  In 
consideration  of  which  occupation  and  use,  be  was  to 
give  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars,  which  has  been 
paid  and  satisfied  to  the  intestate  of  the  petitioner.  In 
the  lease,  Mr.  Dexter  covenants  for  himself  and  his 
successors  in  office,  '*tbat  he  or  they  shall  and  will,  at 
all  times  during  tlM  said  term,  keep,  or  cause  to  be 
kept,  in  good  and  sufikient  repair  the  said  demised 
premises,  inevitable  casualties  and  ordinary  decay  ex- 
cepted, and  the  same  so  well  and  sufficiently  k^t  in 
repair,  shall  and  will,  at  the  end  of  the  said  term,  yield 
and  surrender  up  to  him,  the  said  Joseph  Hodgson." 
Mr.  Dexter  immiediately  took  possession  of  the  tene- 
ment, under  the  contract,  and  occupied  the  same  as 
the  War  Office,  until  the  6th  of  November,  following, 
when,  in  the  evening  of  that  day,  it  waa  coasuoied  by 
fire.  The  petitioner  is  the  legal  repreoentative  of  Jo- 
seph Hodgson,  and  prays  of  Congress  such  compensa-' 
tion  as  the  eiicumstances  of  her  case  msrit. 

In  the  investigation  of  the  merits  of  this  claim,  the 
first  question  that  presented  itself  to  the  committee 
waa,  in  what  manner  was  the  fire  communicated  to  the 
honae  1  Was  it  by  negligence  or  inattention  to  duty 
on  the  part  of  the  officer  or  his  servants,  or  was  it  from 
some  other  cause  not  within  hie  or  their  control  1  It 
would  seem*  from  the  evidence  of  the  petitioner,  thai 
she  alleges  the  ti^  was  communicated  by  design,  with 
a  criminal  intention  to  destroy  the  honoe  and  the  pub- 
lic pupers  contained  in  it,  by  some  person  employed  1^ 
the  War  Department. 

It  is  also  alleged,  that  the  fire  was  eommunicated 
from  an  adjoining  building,  belonging  to^  and  then  in 
possession  oi,  a  Mr.  Jackson.  It  is  not  pretended  1^ 
the  petitioner  that  the  house  was  burnt  by  any  negli« 
gence  or  inattention  on  the  pert  of  the  lessor,  or  his 
servants  or  clerks ;  indeed,  the  evidence  is  clear  and 
satiefactory,  that  the  room  in  which  it  is  alleged  by  the 
petitioner  the  fire  originated,  bad  not  been  used,  nor 
fire  made  in  it,  for  several  weeks  previous  to  the  de- 
struction. 

Your  committee  have  diligenUy  examined  the  cir^ 
cumstances  offered  in  evidence,  and  are  of  opiaion  the 
fire  was  communicated  from  the  fire-place  of  Jackion's 
house,  and  in  this  they  concur  in  opinion  with  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  House  of  Representativeg,  in 
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Febniaiyv  1801,  to  iavatt^pito  Iha  oautai  mi  ih»  ^•^ 
•Cnictioo  of  the  War  Office,  end  also  with  the  commit- 
fee  to  whom  this  petition  waa  nhmd  at  the  last  aao* 
■ioiiofCoogresa. 

AMuming,  then,  aa  an  eslablfished  laot,  that  the  fire 
waa  communicated  from  Jackson's  honse  to  the  War 
Office,  Ihe  question  ariseB,  was  the  destruction  such  aa 
would  exonerate  the  lessor  from  his  undertaking  to 
surrender  the  premises  at  the  end  of  the  term,  accord- 
ing to  the  conditions  of  the  contract  ?  This  question 
involves  the  meaning  of  the  term  **  inevitable  casual- 
ties." It  is  believed  that  writers  upon  law  define  it  to 
be  those  accidents  which  happen  bj  the  act  of  God ; 
such  as  destruction  by  lightning,  tempest,  or  floods ;  or 
Budi  aa  are  produoed  by  a  pvbHe  enemy ;  or  aitch  as 
happen  without  any  design  or  negligence,  and  audi  as 
human  foresight  and  prudence  could  not  prevent  or 
control.  A  fire  which  produces  the  destruction  of  a 
house,  under  circumstances  like  the  present  case,  is 
said,  by  the  distinguished  author  upon  the  law  of  baO- 
ments,  to  be  an  inevitidile  misfortune,  an  inevitable 
accident.  It  is  theraibre  helipved  that,  if  the  fact  be 
oonaidered  aa  aataUtshed,  that  Ihe  fire  proceeded  from 
th#  houae  of  Jaekaon,  the  United  Stales  are  not  liable 
to  the  petitionar  wider  the  ^covenant 

It  is  not  believed,  however,  by  the  committee,  that 
Ihe  United  Statea  are  liable,  eonsidering  the  claim  of 
Iha  petttiuner  upon  the  principle  ahe  plaeaa  it.  It  is 
attempted  to  be  shown  by  her  that  the  fire  originated 
bff  dMign,  with  a  criminal  intention  to  deatroy  the 
hronae  and  the  public  papers,  either  by  some  person 
employed  in  the  office,  or  some  other  incendiary.  If 
it  wee  deatroyed  by  the  former,  the  Government  can- 
not be  considered  liable ;  the  principal  who  employs 
the  agent  is  liable  for  injuries  sustained  by  his  negli- 
gence or  omission  of  duty,  but  not  for  the  commission 
of  his  Crimea. 

If  an  oflieer  or  agent  of  the  Government,  in  his  offi- 
eial  cepaetty,  does  an  injury  to  on  individual,  by  neg* 
leotiag  to  do  that  which  a  man  ordinarily  attentive  to  his 
own  bnainass  wonk)  have  done,  it  is  believed  the  Gov- 
ernment ought,  perhaps,  to  be  Kable ;  but  if  one  who 
bappena  to  be  in  puMic  employment  commits  acts 
felonious  in  themselves^  in  consequence  of  which  an 
iojniy  Boeniea  to  third  persons,  it  is  not  believed  the 
Oownaent  is  liable.  If  the  fire  was  communicated 
by  the  latter,  the  act  itself  would  be  highly  criminal  in 
the  individual,  and  for  which  he  mig^t^e  punished  by 
the  crimiaal  law  of  the  country.  But  it  is  believed 
that  the  sivil  injury  would  be  merged  in  the  felony; 
md  it  is  eonsidered  doubtfiil,  at  least,  whether  he,  if 
diseoveved,  would  be  Ihible  for  the  civil  injury;  but 
tiMPe  esn  ha  no  doubt,  that  the  Ck»vemment  would 


Be$9hed,  That  the  Cemmiltee  of  Wqra  and  Means 
inquire  into  the  expeteicy  of  snspendmg  tbe  collec- 
tion of  direct  tax  and  internal  duties  in  thoee  dmineli 
of  the  State  of  Mawschuaetta»  which  are  in  poescsaion 
of  the  enemy. 

The  House  tgreed,  62  to  47,  now  to  eoaatder 
tbe  resolutioa. 

Mr.  BhjlRp,  of  Keotoeky,  who  hnd  Toted  for 
the  consideration  of  tbe  resolution,  desired  that 
the  gentlemen  would  state  his  object* 

Mr.  WiLSOH  suted  that  the  eiieinr,  having  poe- 
sesaion  of  Eaatport  nod  Caatine,  thai  possetaad 
the  commnnd  of  territory  whioh  belonged  to  two 
colleciioD  districts ;  one  of  tiie  collectors  of  whiek 
resided  within  tbe  territory  thus  oecopied,  sad 
the  other  JQstwithoct  it,  tlthoagh  five-sixths  of  the 
territory  attached  to  his  district  was  in  possesnon 
of  the  enemy.  It  was  the  duty  of  those  collect- 
ors, according  to  law,  to  procera  in  the  coUection 
of  the  duties.  These  duties,  the  Briiish  Qot- 
eroor,  Sherbrooke,  as  gentlemen  had^  no  doubt, 
aeen  in  the  public  papers,  had  •required  the  col- 
lectors to  pay  over  to  his  ofllceis  established  at 
Castine  or  Bastport;  and  with  this  requisition 
the  collectors  must  comply,  or  suffer  oonaseaiioii 
of  their  property ;  on  the  other  hand,  they  would 
violate  their  duty,  according  to  law^  if  they  did 
not  proceed  in  their  collection.  He  wished  to 
relieve  them  from  this  disagreeable  aUeraative, 
and  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  tbe  British  €h>v- 
ernment  to  tax  the  people  through  the  interven- 
tion of  American  officers. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  said,  there  was  no 
novelty  in  this  proposition,  as  precedents  might 
be  found  for,  it  in  the  Journals  of  the  Old  Con- 
gress. Whenever  a  district  was  in  possession  of 
the  enemy,  some  provision  of  this  kind  ought  to 
be  interposed  to  relieve  the  people  as  well  as  the 
collectors.  Mr.  W.  was  for  doing  equal  justice 
to  all ;  for  considerii^.  tbe  people  of  ail  parts  of 
tbe  Union  as  one  great  family--«Bd,  in  regard  to 
this  question,  he  was  willtag  to  begin  with  Mas* 
sacbusetts.  anything  in  her. denunciations  ot  the 
Gteueral  Qovernment  to  the  contrary  i&oiwiih- 
sunding. 

After  a  few  words  of  egplanation  from  Mr. 
Wilson,  the  resolution  waa  agreed  to-*79  to  42^ 


Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  (mtnlen  that. 
If  an  individual  stood  in  the  place  of  the  Government 
in  thin  ease,  the  petitioner,  from  her  own  showing, 
would  be  without  any  remedy  egatnst  him ;  and  tiiey 
coneeive  that  the  rule  applicable  to  the  case  of  tndi- 
vidaals  -is  the  best  to  a<bpt  between  the  Government 
and  iadividnals ;  they  are  of  opinion  that  sound  prin- 
eiples  of  policy  and  justice  require  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  be  disallowed  ;  they  therefore  recommend 
to  the  Honse  the  following  resolution : 

Rtaolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
aot  to  be  granted. 

BU8PBN8I0N  OF  DIRECT  TAX,  Ac 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  for  con- 
sideration tbe  followiog  resolution : 


TuEsoAT,  November  1. 

The  Speakeu  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmittiBg 
a  report  of  the  papers  lost  or  destroyed  from  the 
Treasury  in  consequence  of  the  incursion  of  the 
enemy  on  the  24th  day  of  August  last ;  whereby 
it  appears  that  no  papers  easentkl  to  the  adjust- 
ment of  pending  accounts,  or  of  material  value, 
were  lost  or  destroyed. 

The  resolution  ^^  requesting  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  recommend  a  day  of  public 
humiliation,  fasting  and  prayer,''  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Manu- 
facturing Company  of  Aleiandria,  in  tbe  District 
of  Columbia,  being  called  up  by  Mr.  Kbht,  of 
Maryland,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
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Whole,  aod  theo,  on  motioQ  of  Mr.  Wmstbr,  of 
New  Hampshire,  was  recommiued  to  the  District 
Committee. 

THE  FLOTILLA  MEN. 

The  House  resumed  the  coDsideration  of  the 
bill  for  allowing  coinpensatioa  to  Commodore 
Barney's  officers  and  men,  for  the  loss  of  their 
clothinsTi  dbc. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  took  occasion  to 
read  the  following  letter  be  had  received  from 
Commodore  Barney  since  this  subject  was  last 
under  consideration : 

Baltimoax,  October  30,  1814. 

8ia :  It  wts  not  until  this  morning  that  I  saw  a 
short  sketch  of  the  debate  on  the  '<  flotilla  bill."  I 
was  mach  surprised  at  what  was  said  on  that  occasion ; 
for  it  is  well  known  when  orders  were  given  to  blow 
up  the  flotilla,  that  the  enemy  were  firing  upon  them 
from  forty  barges  with  cannon  and  rockets,  and  had 
landed  a  body  of  marines  at  Pig  Point,  within  a  mile 
of  the  flotilla.  The  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  me  were,  to  keep  the  flotilla  abore  the  enemy, 
and  if  they  attempted  to  march  for  Washington,  to  land 
my  men,  ieairing  sufficient  to  destroy  the  flotilla  if  at- 
tacked. On  Sunday  21st  of  August,  finding  the  en- 
emy on  the  road  to  the  Wood  Ysrd,  direct  lor  Wash- 
ington, I  landed  upwards  of  four  hundred  men,  leaving 
only  eight  men  in  each  barge  to  take  care  of  them  or 
destroy  them  as  the  case  might  be,  but  by  no  means 
to  suffer  them  to  iall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ; 
most  of  the  baggage  and  all  the  bedding  of  the  men 
which  were  landed  was  left  on  board,  not  wishing  to 
encumber  my  men  with  much  baggage.  On  Monday 
morning  the  32d,  we  joined  the  Army  at  the  Wood 
Yard,  where  I  found  the  marine  corps  and  five  pieces 
of  heavy  artillery,  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
had  had  the  precaution  to  send  forward  from  Wash- 
ington and  place  nnder  my  command.  I  need  not  re- 
late our  services  afterwards ;  but  when  the  flotilla  was 
blown  op,  we,  and  not  the  enemy,  *<  were  a  day's  march 
from  it*'— of  course  could  not  save  the  baggage.  8o  fiir 
fit>m  being  able  to  get  ''ftirther  up  the  river,"  as  was 
said,  the  vessels  were  aground  and  blown  up  in  that 
situation;  and  as  to  having  time  to  save  the  baggage, 
flo  contiaiy  is  the  tmtb,  that  several  of  the  men  were 
taken  prisoners  in  the  act  of  dastroyittg  the  flotilla,  and 
•till  remain  so.  Much  more  might  be  said  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  the  Winter  coming  on  imperiously  calls  for 
some  assistance  to  theie  unfortunate  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc^ 

JOSHUA  BARNEY. 

Hon.  Mr.  Plxasaitts. 

The  amendment  pending  when  this  subject 
was  last  before  the  House,  was  agreed  to^ 

On  motioB  of  Mr.  J.  Q.  Jackboh,  the  word 
^  ofllcers"  was  stricken  out  of  the  bill — 53  to  47. 
His  reason  was,  that  it  would  set  a  bad  precedent 
for  remaaeration  of  officers  in  other  cases  where 
they  should  lose  baggage,  which  frequently  oc- 
curred. 

The  bill  thus  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  on  to*morrow. 


Weonesoat,  November  2. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  New  Jersey, 
Tbomas  Bines,  elected  in  the  place  of  Jacob 


Hufty,  deceased,  appeared,  produced  his  eredea- 
tials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  presented  the 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Chester  district, 
South  Carolina,  remonstrating  against  the  trans- 
portation and  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath, 
which  they  consider  as  injurious  to  the  morals 
and  civil  welfare  of  the  people. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Post  Ofiices  and  Post  Roads,  to 
whom  like  petitions  from  other  quarters  bare 
been  referred. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petty  oflicers  and 
seamen  under  the  command  or  Captain  Joshua 
Barney,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

BOUNTY  TO  PRIVATBER8. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  offered  the  fol- 
io wiog  resolution : 

Rt9ohedt  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiun  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving  a 
bounty  to  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews  of  privateeiB, 
for  the  vessels  of  the  enemy  destroyed  at  ses,  and  that 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  R.  stated  his  object,  in  moving  this  resolu- 
tion, to  be,  in  the  first  place,  to  operate  on  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy  \  in  the  second,  to  pre- 
serve to  our  country  the  services  of  the  seamen, 
who,  by  manning  the  prize  vessels,  were  fre- 
quently captured  by  the  enemy,  and  as  far  as  pos- 
sible retained  by  him  in  his  possession,  and  with- 
held from  eichaoge.  There  were  other  cogent 
reasons  why  such  a  measure  ought  to  be  adopted, 
viz :  10  give  encouragemeht  to  a  sfiecies  of  war- 
fare which  the  enemy  most  sensibly  felt,  dbc. 
Whatever  were  the  general  impressions  of  gen- 
tlemen in  relation  to  privateering,  this  measure 
was  peculiarly  proper  in  relation  to- us,  because  at 
present  the  enemy  has  all  the  commerce  of  the 
world,  and  we  have  none. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  nem.  con. 

WAR  MEASURES. 

The  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
resolved  itseli  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  oa 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who 
may  associate  and  organize  themselves,  and  offer 
their  services  to  the  Government  of  the  Unit^ 
States. 

The  bill  bavins  been  read  through  as  far  as 
the  section  which  declares  that,  after  having 
served  out  their  nine  months,  they  should  not  be 
held  liable  for  a  lonser  period — 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  expressed 
his  regret  at  being  called  upon  to  vote  partially 
on  the  system  reported  bv  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, of  whicH  this  was  oniy  a  subordinate  feature. 
But,  in  any  view,  he  was  desirous  to  know  whe- 
ther the  provision  immediately  under  considera- 
tion contemplated  the  exemption  of  such  persons, 
in  consequence  of  their  nine  months' service,  from 
any  classification  or  draught  which  might  apply 
generally  to  all  the  people?  Whilst  on  the  one 
hand  it  could  scarcely  be  expected  to  get  volun- 
teers unless  they  were  in  some  degree  exempted 
from  militia  service  by  volunteering,  it  would  on 
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the  other  band  be  s  fatal  objection  to  this  system, 
if,  for  nine  months'  yolantary  service,  they  are  to 
be  exempted  from  alt  future  service  or  draught. 
He  repeated  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  act  on 
the  whole  system  at  once,  and  not  fin«t  lo  act  on 
the  subsidiary  force  proposed  by  this  bill,  and  af- 
terwards on  the  foundation,  the  reeular  force. 

Mr.  Troup  repeated,  that  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, convened  for  the  purpose,  this  morning, 
of  deciding  whether  it  would  be  proper  fimt  to 
act  on  the  two  bills  which  accompanied  this  bill, 
had  decided  that  it  would  be  proper  for  the  pres- 
ent to  postpqne  taking  up  these  bills.  The  rea- 
sons which  produced  this  decision  were,  that  the 
subject  of  raising  men  was  a  very  difficult  one, 
insomuch  that  it  presented,  at  bes>t.  a  choice  of 
difficulties.  They  had  understood,  also,  that  there 
was  a  probability  that,  through  some  channel  or 
other,  another  plan  than  that  adopted  and  reported 
by  the  Military  Committee  would  be  presented  to 
the  House.  It  had  been  deemed  proper  to  give 
the  House  an  opportunity  of  seeing  all  the  plans 
which  could  be  offered,  that  they  might  select  the 
best;  that  is,  the  one  which  should  be  subject  to 
the  fewest  difficulties.  With  this  view  they  had 
determined  to  postpone  for  a  few  days  the  con- 
stderatioo  of  the  other  bills.  As  to  the  section  to 
which  the  gentleman  objected,  it  bad  no  refer- 
ence whatever  to  an  exemption  from  draught, 
and  was  perhaps  in  itself  mere  .surplusage,  its  ob- 
ject being  only  to  define  more  accurately  the  term 
of  service  of  the  proposed  force,  which  was  in- 
tended to  substitute  frequent  requisitions  of  mili- 
tia force,  than  which  it  was  believed  this  would 
be  a  more  efficient,  and  probably,  from  its  pro- 
tracted term  of  service,  a  much  cheaper  force. 
The  subject  bf  general  or  partial  exeropiibn  from 
draught,  would  properly  enter,  if  deemed  expe- 
dient, into  the  general  classification  bill. 

Mr.  LowNDBs  rejoined,  that  to  the  particular 
section  under  ron^i«leration,  as  explained  by  Mr. 
Troup,  he  had  no  sort  of  objection. 

Mr.  Troup  moved  to  strike  out  nine  months 
(the  proposed  term  of  service)  and  insert  twelve. 

Mr.  Desba.  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the  motion, 
because  he  said  nine  months  was  enough  for  one 
campaign,  abd  twelve  months  too  liiile  for  two. 
If  the  time  was  extended,  heshould  prefer  eighteen 
months,  which  should  embrace  two  campaigns. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  assigned  the  reason 
why  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiirs  had  de* 
termined  to  propose  to  change  the  term  of  ser- 
vice from  nine  to  twelve  months.  It  was,  that 
three  months  roisht  be  afforded  fur  discipline  and 
instruction  in  the  evolutions  neces5ary  in  the 
face  of  an  enemy  before  they  were  called  into 
the  field;  and  the  remaining  nine  months  would 
cover  a  Summer  and  Fall  campais^n. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  should  vote 
against  the  proposed  amendment,  because  he  was 
desirous  of  inserting  eighteen  in  lieu  of  twelve 
months.  He  believed  that  corps  of  this  descrip- 
tion might  be  as  easily  obtained  for  eighteen 
months  or  two  years  as  for  any  other  term ;  and 
the  longer  the  period  of  their  service  the  more 
useful  they  would  certainly  be. 


Mr.  Troop  aaid  he  should  be  glad  if  the  gentle- 
men from  the  Western  country  would  settle  this 
question  among  themselves.  They  best  knew 
what  term  of  set  vice  would  be  most  agreeable. 
The.  object  was  to  get  the  men ;  and  the  period 
most  agreeable  to  those  disposed  to  eater  the  ser- 
vice would  certainly  be  the  best. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  stated  that  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  proposed  the  period  of  twelve 
months  as  the  minimum  of  service — the  men 
would,  according  to  the  bill,  if  amended  as  pro- 
posed, serve  not  less  than  twelve  months— which 
period  certainly  embraced  a  longer  term  of  ser- 
vice, if  it  should  be  found  as  easy  to  obuin  the 
men  under  it. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  nine  and  insert  twelve 
was  agreed  to — 57  to  55. 

The  hill  having  been  further  amended  and  the 
blanks  filled — 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  KentMckv,  inquired,  whether  it 
had  been  ihe  intention  of  the  Military  Comoiittee 
that  siofle  regiments  only  should  be  raised  of  this 
description  of  force  ?  If  otherwise,  whether  any 
provision  waa  iniended  to  be  made  for  feneral 
officers  ? 

Mr.  Troup  replied, thai  that  waa  a  point  which 
the  Committee  had  not  taken  oader  eonstdera- 
lien ;  as  the  hill  now  stood,  it  only  eontemplated 
the  acceptation  of  these  volunteers  bv  regrments, 
battalions,  and  companies,  who  would  of  course 
be  placed,  when  necessary,  from  their  numbers  or 
the  nature  of  the  service,  under  regular  general 
officers. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH.  of  Georgia,  moved  lo  add  as  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  a  new  section  in  nearly 
the  following  words : 

"•Md  be  it  fiuiket  emaUetk  That  the  officen»  naii- 
oommiaaiooed  offioera,  and  privates,  whose  aarvioes  ere 
aocapted  under  the  authMity  of  this  aet»  whe  ebaJl 
aerva  for  two  yaan»  ahaU  he  exampaad  fimm  mHitim. 
aanrice  during  ihm  preaaot  war." 

Mr.  Troop  suggested  the  propriety  of  defer  ring 
ft  motion  of  ibis  kind  until  the  bill  for  elaaaifiea- 
tion  >hould  he  taken  up,  when  it  would  be  prop- 
erly determined  who  abouki  and  who  shtHild  not 
h)  exempt  from  iia  operation.  Whaf  would  be 
the  effect  of  such  a  provision  in  thi»  bill  on  any 
future  act  respeetiog  the  militia,  he  could  not.  nor 
could  any  person  now  determine.  He  therefore 
thought  the  subject  would  come  more  fairly  and 
properly  before  the  House,  when  the  other  bill 
should  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  FoaavTB  said  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
say  what  would  be  done  in  relation  to  the  bill  his 
colleague  had  alluded  to.  Whether  the  bill  would 
ever  pass  the  House  he  could  not  say.  The  ten- 
dency of  the  proposition  he  had  offered  would  be 
to  iocreaae  the  length  of  the  term  of  aervice-*io 
induce  a  great  number  to  engage  for  two  yeais 
in&tead  of  one.  If  he  could  be  certain  the  bill  in 
question  would  paas,  and  if  it  did  pass,  that  such 
a  provision  as  this  would  be  attached  to  it,  Mr. 
F.  said  he  would  withdraw  his  motion.  Boi  as 
these  points  were  both  doubtful,  he  mast  insist 
on  bis  motion. 

Mr.  Troup  then  said  he  would  atkte  candidly 
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the  point  of  Jiis .  objeotipo  ta  liini  motion.  The 
bill  DOW  under  conside/ation  was  not  intended  to 
substitute  that  particular  kind  of  force  which  this 
House  must  rely  mainly  on  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  war.  If  it  was  intended  to  substitute  a 
volunteer  for  a  regular  force,  9Uch  a  provision 
would  be  well  worthy  of  consideration.  But  so 
long  as  he  hoped  no  one  entertained  such  an 
idea,  he  feared  such  an  amendment  as  this  would, 
at  the  same  time  that  it  would  make  the  amount 
of  volunteer  force  unnecessarily  great,  tend  to 
diminish  the  amount  of  the  regular  force  which 
might  be  raised  by  draught,  &c. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  was  sorry 
to  differ  from  the  chairman  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee in  relation  to  this  amendment.  He  tbou£[ht 
it  a  very  proper  one.  It  would  afford  a  great  in- 
ducement to  persons  to  volunteer  for  two  years; 
and  it  was  his  opinion,  Mr.  J.  said,  that  volun- 
teers for  two  years  were  as  efficient  a  force  as 
any  we  could  have,  and  equal  in  every  respect  to 
regular  force.  If  we  had  an  army  of  an  hundred 
thousand  men  of  this  description,  we  should  nut 
want  a  single  regular  soldier. 

Mr.  Forsyte  said,  in  reply  to  the  argument, 
that  too  many  volunteers  might  be  called  forth 
by  such  a  provision,  that  the  President  bad  the 
power  to  limit  the  number. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Fobsttb  was  adopted 
by  the  following  vote,  viz:  For  the  amendment, 
64;  against  it,  51. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RioB,  of  Vermont,  the  daily 
cojjftpeosation  of  the  volunteers  was  changed  from 
twentyr-six  and  two-third  cents  to  thirty-tnree  and 
one-third  cents  per  day. 

Mr.  KiLBOURN,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  extend  to 
privates  killed  durins  the  service,  the  same  pro- 
visions for  the  relief  of  their  widows  and  chil- 
dren, as  is  provided  in  the  bill  for  officers*  families. 

To  this  motion  it  was  objected,  by  Mr.  Troup, 
that  to  adopt  this  ameBdment  would  be  to  place 
privates  io  this  cor  pa  oa  a  different  footing  from 
privates  in  any  other  corps  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  regard  to  whom  the  Senate  had 
uniformly  rejected  every  provision  of  the  kind 
proposed  hj  this  Hoase^ 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Kilboorn  was  negatived-* 
35  only  rising  in  favor  of  it. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bilL 
The  several  amendments  made  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  conenrred  io  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SiiiTH,of  New  York,  the  bill 
was  fonhec  amended,  in  that  part  providing  land 
bounty  to  accrue  when  discharged,  so  as  to  read 
*^  when  honorably  discharged." 

Mr.  KiLBouRN  renewed  the  motion  he  had  oa- 
snccessfuUy  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
remarking  that  he  did  not  believe  it  had  been 
understowl  by  many  gentlemen,  and  spoke  in  ^p- 
port  of  it. 

The  motion  was  now  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  88. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended-^ 

On  the  suygettioQ  of  Mr.MoKes.  of  Kentucky, 
that  he  desired  to  projiose  br  amendment  goieg 
to  plaoe  volniteers,  dwing  >the.war,  on  th^  spim^ 


terms  as  to  bounty  in  mooey  and  land  as  our  other 
troops;  which  amendment  be  desired  time  to 
prepare;  the  hill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
till  to-morrow. 


Tbursdat,  November  3. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Virginia,  Dar* 
ibl  Shcpfbt,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  reported  without 
amendment  tne  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize 
the  President  to  cause  to  be  purchased  or  built 
the  vessels  theretn  described ;  which  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  KiLBooBN,  of  Ohio,  said,  having  observed 
that  there  was  much  difficulty  in  filling  the  ranks 
of  the  Army,  and  believing  that  to  attain  that 
highly  important  object,  nothing  could  more 
greatly  eonduce  than  a  provision  lor  the  families 
uf  those  who  die  in  the  serf  ice,  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  offer  the  following  resolaiion : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  MiliUry  Aifiiini 
be  instmctad  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pnm- 
ding,  by  law,  for  the  retiaf  of  the  widews  and  children* 
of  all  soch  non-comoisBiofied  officeis,  mnsicians,  and 
primlea,  as  shall  be  kiliedt  or  die  of  wounds  received 
m  the  public  service,  in  any  of  the  corps  composing 
the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

After  some  con  versation,  io  the  course  of  whteh 
it  appeared  that  a  resolution  embracing  partially 
the  objects  of  this  motion,  had  been  passed  iathe 
earFy  part  of  the  session*— the  resolution  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  tabl(. 

The  House  resumed  the  coosideraiion  of  the 
volunHeer  bill;  which  was  amended,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Thoup,  so  as  to  authorize  the  acceptance 
of  volunteers  for  the  war,  to  receive  the  same 
bounty  and  in  other  respects  to  be  plaeed  on  the 
same  looting  as  persons  eo4 isted  for  the  war.  AndL 
thus  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  eogroased 
for  a  third  reading. 

PROVISION  FOR  COLLECTORS* 

Mr.  Ingbbboli^  of  Pennsylvania,  offered  for 
consideration  the  following  resolution : 

"  JUeohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
some  proTirioa  for  the  support  of  such  collectors  and 
other  officers  of  the  customs,  as  are  deprived  of  it  by 
the  wsr." 

This  motion  was  objected  to  bv  Mr.  Tanc£T| 
of  North  Carolina,  on  the  ground  tnat  this  was  an 
improper  mode  of  proceeding;  if  the  persons 
holding  sub-offices  cannot  be  satisfied  with  their 
emoluroentS|  they  had  the  option  to  resign ;  on 
the  other  hand,  if  the  emol  uments  were  too  small 
it  was  for  the  Government  to  recommend  their 
increase. 

To  this,  Mr.  Inqbbboll  replied,  that,  if  the 
subject  were  inquired  into,  it  would  be  founds 
that  so  far  from  affording  a  support,  many  Qf  i\^^ 
offices  of  the  revenue  were  a  burden  on  those 
holding  them,  and  a  tax  on  their  pnvate  resources. 
Such  certainly  was  not  the  intention  of  Congress 
in  consrituiing  the  offices,  and  it  rested  with  the 
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Houae  to  saf  whether  they  would  not  eztmioe 
into  the  subject* 
The  resolution  was  rejected  by  a  large  majority. 

JUDICIARY  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  FiSK^  of  Vermont,  called  up  the  bill  to 
amend  the  judiciary  system,  in  which  he  was 
patticolarly  interested,  on  account  of  a  proTision 
It  conuins  respecting  the  farther  enforciag  the 
rtTenue  laws  and  strengthening  the  hands  of  those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  prerent  intercourse  with  the 
enemy. 

Mr.  Inobrsoll,  of  Pennsylrania,  who  reported 
the  bill,  was  opposed  to  acting  on  it  at  present ; 
because,  on  account  of  the  importance  of  several 
features  of  that  bill,  he  was  desirous,  before  it  was 
acted  on,  to  consult  the  opinions  of  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court  and  others,  and  if  he  could,  to 
obtain  their  assistance  and  support  to  it,  &>c. 

This  order  of  the  day  was  postponed ;  and  no 
other  business  being  brought  forward,  the  House 
adjourned. 

•  FaioAT,  NoTemher  4. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jek ninob, 

Eeeolted,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Sec* 
retary  for  the  Department  of  State  to  cause  the 
Laws  of  the  United  Sutes,  passed  or  to  be  passed 
during  the  present  or  any  future  session  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  be  printed  in 
two  of  the  public  newspapers  in  each  of  the 
Territories  of  the  Unite(^ States,  with  leave  to* 
report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  jBNNiNoa,  Mr.  Kbknbdt,  Mr.  Shipbbrd, 
Mf.  Piokbbb,  and  Mr,  Fabbow,  were  appointed 
a  committee. 

Mr.  Lbwib,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petition 
of  an  inhabitant  of  Fairfax  countVi  Virginia,  pray- 
iftf  compensation  for  a  horae  belonging  to  him, 
forcibly  taken  from  him  during  the  late  incursion 
of  the  enemy,  to  this  place  by  an  officer  of  the 
United  States ;  and  also  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Bwell,  manager  and  prineiparl  proprietor  of  the 
Anacbsta  bfidge.  (over  the  Anaco*ta  or  Eastern 
Branchf)  prayijig  indemnification  for  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  buroing  of  that  bridge  by  the 
Government  officers. — Referred  to  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  reported  a  bill  "  estab- 
lishing the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,"  (in  this  Dis- 
trict;; Which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  KiLBOUBN,  of  Ohio,  called  up  the  resolution 
offered  by  him  yesterday,  and  then  laid  on  the 
table,  directing  the  Military  Committee  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  families 
of  private  soldiers  slain  in  service. 

Mr.  K.  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  embrace 
only  regular  soldiers  and  volunteers  engaged  in 
the  service,  excluding  the  case  of  militia,  which 
has  already  been  referred  to  the  Military  Commit- 
tee ;  and,  so  modified,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

**'   *" *  ^  -^^^  notice  that,  if 

to-morrow  call  up 

»pulation  of  the 

United  States. 


THE  mVBSnOATIOlf. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  called  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  resolution  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  investigate  the  capture  of  this  city.  He 
had  been,  and  yet  was,  very  anxious  to  hear  the 
report  of  that  committee.  The  chairmno  of  that 
committee  (Mr.  Johnboic)  had  the  other  day  as- 
signed the  reason  why  the  report  of  that  commit- 
tee bad  been  delayed,  which  was,  that  letters  had 
been  written  to  Gfonerals  Armstrong  and  Winder, 
to  which  answers  had  not  yet  l^n  reeeivedl 
With  submission  to  the  committee,  he  knew  not 
why  application  had  been  made  to  those  sources 
for  information.  Did  they  exfiect  those  persons 
to  furnish  proofs  of  their  own  imbecility  or  mis- 
conduct? 

[Mr.  S.  was  proceeding,  when  the  Spbakeb 
reminded  him  there  was  no  motion  before  the 
House.} 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  that  the  committee  be  re- 
quested to  make  a  report  on  this  subject  as  early 
as  possible,  notwithstanding  they  may  not  have 
received  answers  to  all  the  letters  they  had 
written. 

Whilst  Mr.  S.  was  reducing  this  motion  to 
writing — 

Mrf  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  suggested  to  the  gen- 
tleman the  propriety  of  deferring  his  motion  until 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  investigation 
should  be  in  his  seat,  which  he  was  not  at  present. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  had  no  objection  to  defer 
his  motion  for  the  present;  and,  indeed,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  would  be  ^ood  enough 
to  communicate  his  sentiments  on  this  subject  to 
his  colleague,  it  might  save  the  necessity  of 
making  the  motion  at  all.  The  crisis  to  which 
our  affairs  had  arrived  required,  he  said,  a  prompt 
examination  of  such  events  as  that  which  had 
occurred  at  this  place. 

THE  VOLUNTEER  BILI.. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  accept 
the  services  of  volunteer  corps,  which  shall  bsso- 
ciate  and  organize  themselv^  was  announced  for 
a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Ibvinq,  of  New  York,  for  reasons  which  he 
assigned,  moved  to  recommit  this  bill.  His  ob* 
jections  were  principally  to  the  clause  which 
allowed  a  compensation  of  six  cents  and  a  quarter 
per  day,  or  twenty-two  dollars  and  eighty-one 
cents  a  year,  or  double  that  sum  for  two  years,  to 
such  persons  as  should  arm  themselves,  for  the 
use  or  arms,  inasmuch  as  the  arms  could  be  por* 
chased  by  the  United  States  and  put  into  their 
bands  for  a  less  sum;  and  to  the  provision  which 
allowed  the  volunteers  a  greater  per  diem  com- 
pensation for  their  services  than  was  now  allowed 
to  the  regulars. 

Mr.  Tboup  obfected  to  the  recommitment  on 
these  grounds;  for,  although  be  might  not  be 
wholly  pleased  with  aome  features  of  the  bill,  he 
did  not  know  that  they  would  be  improved  by 
recommitment,  which  would  eonsome  much  time. 
In  reply  to  the  objection  to  the  eomponsntioo  to 
those  who  arm  themselves,  he  said  it  would  have 
much  more  weight  if  the  united  Btaiea  were  able 
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conyenieDtljr  to  furnish  them ;  which,  howeyeri 
was  not  the  fact,  dbe. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr. 
WfiBSTBn,  of  Naw  Haoi|i8hire,  farored  the  re- 
conMnitment,  on  aecouat  of  the  section  which 
exempts  two  years'  volunteers  from  all  further 
militia  doty,  to  which  they  both  had.  decided  oh* 
jectioos. 

Mr.  Taoup  adoiltced  id  some  decree  the  force 
of  these  objections  to  a  provision,  the  insertion  of 
which  he  had  himselr  opposed.  And,  on  the 
question  being  taken,  the  bill  was  recommitted  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  short  time  afterwards,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  said  bill« 

Mr.  EiLBOUBN,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the 
bi]l|  by  striking  out  the  clause  authorizing  the 
volunteers  to  Se  commissioned  by  the  States,  as 
well  as  by  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates. 
His  object  was  to  obtain  uniformity  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  in  the  grades  of  commissions. 

Mr.  JoBifsoN,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the  motion 
from  various  reasons;  the  principal  of  which 
were,  that  the  Governors  of  States  disposed  to 
co-operate  with  the  General  Government,  having 
better  opportunities  of  information  of  personal 
character  in  their  States,  would  better  know  how 
to  dispose  of  commissions  properly;  that  there 
were  persons  whose  situation  might  be  incom- 
patible with  holding  cemmissiDnB  uiider  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  who  would  not  be  precluded  from 
accepting  commissions  from  the  States,  ^c.  On 
the  other  hand,  volunteers  might  be  obtaincfd  in 
some  Slates  hostile  to  the  Gkneral  Government, 
and  indisposed  to  commission  the  officers;  for 
which  case,  it  was  proposed  commissions  should 
be  ffiven  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  KiLBOURN,  yielding  to  the  force  of  one  or 
the  other  of  Mr.  Johnson's  reasons,  withdrew  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Websteb,  of  New  Hampshire,  renewed  it. 
He  did  so,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no  law 
or  clause  of  the  Constitution  to  authorize  the 
commissioning  of  these  volunteers  by  the  States. 
The  volunteers  to  be  raised  by  (his  bill  were  not, 
and  could  not  be  considered  as  militia,  but,  so 
long  as  they  were  in  service,  as  a  part  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  under  a  peculiar  or- 
ganization. 

This  motion  was  debated  at  some  length.  The 
affirmative  side  of  the  question  was  maintained 
by  Messrs.  Webster,  Grobvenor,  of  New  York, 
and  Inserboll,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  nega- 
tive by  Messrs.  Jacksoii,  of  Virginia,  and  Sharp, 
of  Kcatueky. 

This  discussion  turned  prinoipally  on  the  dtt- 
tinction  hacween  militia  and  Sta^  eorpe^  and  sol- 
diers, whether  anlisied  or  voloatarily.  engaged, 
wbathnr  f^alara  ot  velani«ers.  On  ona  hand,  it 
was  eontanded  that  the  Gk>veroorB  bad  eonstita- 
tionaliy  no  right  to  commission  volunteers  in  the 
serrlee  of  the  States;  and,  on  the  other,  that 
Congress  eouid  by  law  five  them  the  power  to 
commission  them  as  militia  volunteers,  and  then 
receive  them  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  motion  to  strike  oat  the  words  "  or  by  the 


States,"  from  that  clause  which  directs  the  mail* 
ner  in  which  the  officers  shall  be  commissionatfi 
was  finally  agreed  to— ayes  89. 

Mr.  LowNOEs,  of  ^outh  Carolina,  followed  op 
this  amendment  by  a  motion  to  strike  out  sa  nraeft 
of  the  bill  as  authorizes  the  volunteers  %a  chooaa 
their  own  officers.  Such  an  amendment,  he  said, 
would  be  merely  formal,  because  the  indication 
of  the  wishes  of  the  volunteers,  in  this  respeeti 
would  still  doubtless  regulate  t^e  appdtntmeota^ 
but  it  appeared  to  him  necessarily  to  follow  tht 
amendment  already  made. 

Mr.  Johnson  expressed  hia  fears  of  the  effect 
of  these  amendments,  particularly  of  the  latter,  in 
entirely  defeating  the  intention  of  the  bill.  Be* 
sides  spreading  a  ho9t  of  officers  over  the  conntrv, 
without  men  to  command,  the  effect  of  the  amend- 
ment will  be  to  tie  up  the  will  and  energies  of 
the  people,  which  had  never  yet  been  fairly  ap- 
pealed to,  and  again  to  resort  to  inefficient  meas- 
ures. The  amendment  now  proposed,  he  argued, 
would  take  the  soul  out  of  this  bill,  and  destroy 
its  utility. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  in  reply  to  the  objection  to  this 
amendment  that  it  would  create  an  army  of  offi- 
cers, said  there  was  no  fear,  certainly,  that  the 
President  would  commission  officers  before  men 
were  enrolled  for  their  command. 

This  motion  again  ^ve  rise  to  a  eonstderable 
debate,  in  the  course  of  which  it  was  opposed  with 
much  warmth  and  force  by  Messrs.  J,  G.  Jackson, 
Troup,  and  Robertson,  and  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Lowndes  and  Piceering. 

In  addition  to  what  is  already  stated,  the  prin- 
pal  argument  in  favor  of  one  motion,  was  the 
alleged  inability  of  Congress  to  place  tne  power 
of  appointing  officers  to  command  troops  of  the 
United  States  in  any  other  hands  than  those  of 
the  Executive.  To  this  argument,  it  was  said  In 
reply,  that  it  mig[ht  be  allowed  to  have  soma 
weight,  if  the  President  had  no  election  Co  accept 
or  refuse  the  proffered  services  of  volunteers  thus 
organized ;  but,  after  the  selection  by  the  volun- 
teers, the  power  of  confirmation  still  remained 
with  the  Executive,  and  he  was  at  liberty  to  ac- 
cept or  reject  the  corps  so  organized.  Gentlemen 
opposed  to  the  force  contemplated  to  be  raised  bv 
the  bill,  were  entreated  not  to  propose  amend- 
ments to  it  which  would  entirely  destroy  any 
efficiency  It  might  have  according  to  the  original 
plan. 

Mr.  Lowndes's  motion  having  been  rejected-* 

Mr.  Irvin«}  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike  out 
thirty-three  and  a  third  cents,  the  daily  compen- 
sation proposed  to  be  allowed,  and  reinstate 
twenty-six  and  two-thirds,  the  rate  originally 
contained  io  the  bill. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Rich,  of  Ver- 
mont, and  Mr.  Jaokson,  ot  Virginia,  on  the 
ground  that,  no  bounty  being  allowed  to  these 
volunteers,  their  pay  ought  to  be  higher  than  that 
of  the  regulars. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Irving  was  negatived  by  a 
larce  majority.  .        . 

Mr.  Irving  also  moved  to  reduce  the  per  diem 
allowance  of  six  and  a  quarter  cents  to  each  man 
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for  use  of  the  arms  with  which  the  volunteers 
shall  supply  themselves;  this  allowaoce  he  con- 
ceived to  be  DOW  too  ffreat.  This  motion  was, 
after  some  remarks  of  Messrs.  Tbodp  and  Jack- 
40N  in  opposition  to  it,  likewise  negatived  by  a 
Jarge  majority. 

Mr.  Cannon,  of  Tennessee,  made  a  motion 
i;oiDg  to  require  the  volunteers  to  be  uniformly 
armed;  which  motion,  having  been  opposed  by 
Mr.  Troup  and  Mr,  Johnson  as  unnecessary  and 
ineipedient,  was  negatived. 

Other  amendments  were  proposed  and  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  stirike  out  the  section  of  the  bill  which  proposes 
exemption  from  future  militia  service  for  all  those 
who  shall  volunteer  for  two  years.  Mr.  C.  advo- 
cated the  motion,  on  the  grounds  before  stated  in 
objection  to  it  by  Mr.  Webster  and  himself. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  this  mo- 
tion, but  suggested  a  modification  of  the  provision, 
so  that  the  volunteer  who  has  served  for  two  years 
shall  not  be  liable  to  militia  draught  until  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia  in  his  State  have  served 
for  a  like  term. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  moved  an  amend- 
mentf  embodying  the  Idea  of  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Johnson,  which,  however,  was  not  in  order  until 
the  nending  question  was  decided. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Gkorgia,  warmly  opposed  this 
motion,  and  replied  to  those  who  advocated  it. 
Without  this  provision,  the  inducements  held  out 
in  the  bill  were  not  sufficient  to  call  forth  any 
number  of  volunteers ;  and  he  denied  the  validity 
of  any  of  the  objections  which  had  been  brought 
against  it. 

Some  further  debate  took  place,  when  Mr. 
Calhoun's  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  com- 
mittee agreed  to  strike  out  this  section. 

Mr.  Hawkins  then  renewed  the  motion  he  had 
before  offered,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  then  proposed  an 
amendment  to  the  bill,  the  object  oi  which  was 
to  authorize  the  President  to  receive  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  volunteer  corps  organ- 
ized under  the  authority  of  the  States. 

On  this  motion^  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
being  equally  divided,  the  Chairman  decided  it  in 
the  negative. 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill ;  and 
the  House  immediately  adjourned. 


Saturday,  November  5. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Massachusetts, 
Samuel  Davis,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Gk>vernor  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  en- 
closing the  credentials  of  Jonathan  Jennings, 
as  the  Delegate  for  that  Territory  in  the  Four- 
teenth Congress. 

.  A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  had  passed  the  three 
million  loan  bill,  with  amendments.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  (the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  being  absent 


from  indisposition.)  the  bill  and  ameodmeniB 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

TAX  ON  SALARIES,  dice. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  offered  for 
consideration  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  inatnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  laying 
a  doty  on  all  salary  officers,  and  on  the  profeaaionaJ 
income  of  lawyers,  solicitora,  and  counsellorBy  and  the 
legal  proceedings  of  civil  ooarts  of  jnstire. 

Mr.  F.  said  it  appeared  to  him  while  Congress 
were  engaged  in  devising  taxes  on  every  descrip- 
tion of  articles,  there  were  a  number  of  officers 
under  high  salaries,  paying  comparatively  no 
taxes  to  the  Government,  whom  he  thought  ought 
to  be  taxed  in  some  way.  While  we  are  taxing 
the  poor  man  who  has  but  an  hundred  acres  of 
land,  and  from  that  has  besides  to  maintain  a 
large  family,  where  is  the  propriety,  Mr.  F. 
asked,  of  exempting  a  man  who  receives  annual 
thousands,  and,  after  maintaining  his  family,  can 
lay  up  a  large  part  of  it  ?  The  object  of  Mr. 
F.  was  to  lay  a  certain  per  ceniage  on  the  sal- 
ary. As  to  the  income  of  lawyers,  dbc,  he  thought 
them  equally  worthy  of  taxation,  dbc. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Farrow  was  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

TH£  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  understood 
that,  in  his  absence  from  the  House  yesterday,  an 
honorable  member  from  New  York  had  ex- 
pressed some  anxiety  to  know  what  progress  had 
oeen  made  by  the  committee  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate the  causes  of  the  capture  of  this  city  by 
the  enemy,  in  the  execution  of  that  dory.  In 
obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  commitree  on 
that  subject,  who  at  all  times  were  anxious  and 
willing  to  satisfy  anv  honorable  member  of  the 
House  in  his  reasonable  inquiries  be  now  rose  to 
state  that  they  had  not  been  idle  in  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  committed  to  them.  Bat,  on  a  siib- 
jeet  so  interesting  and  so  important,  it  would 
have  been  improper  in  them  to  present  an  im> 
perfect  development  of  events  wiaich  had  been 
the  foundation  of  so  many  different  rumors.  And 
to  enable  the  House  to  judge  of  the  labor  im- 
posed on  this  committee,  he  made  the  following 
statement  of  the  papers  before  that  committee, 

CammunieaHofu  reuhed  hy  the  Commitim  of  bafts' 

HgaHontviMt 

1st  General  Winder's  report,  aceompanied  with 
one  hnndred  and  twenty-three  letters  to  Govemots  of 
States,  regular  and  militia  offioeia,  d^,  pp.  96. 

Sd.  Report  from  the  War  Depaitmeat*  alweta  94. 

dd.  Reports  from  the  Navy  Dqiartnent,  aeoomps^ 
nied  by  twenty-one  kttem  to  varions  officen  and  pv 
■ona,  pp.  38. 

4th.  Report  of  General  Smith  of  District  militii* 
aceompanied  with  a  few  letters^  pp.  23. 

5th.  General  Armstrong's  letter,  accompanied  by 
two  or  three  letters,  pp.  20. 

6th.  Richard  Rush's  report,  pp.  21. 
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7th.  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy,  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
eeedfnga  of  the  Cabinet,  pp.  6. 

8tb,  Report  from  the  Corporation  of  Alexandria, 
aeeompenied  with  nineteen  letten,  pp.  16. 

9tb.  Two  reports  from  the  Ordnance  Department. 

lOtb.  Eatimates  of  the  vmlne  of  public  property  de- 
strojed,  (excluding  the  Mavy  Taid.) 

11th.  Report  from  the  anperinteiiding  Snigfon,  pp. 
10. 

12th.  Thirty*five  letters  from  Tarioos  persona,  (Gen- 
eral Hungerford,  Colonel  Tayloe,  Captain  Caldwell, 
Captain  Borch,  dtc.)  upon  sul^jects  relating  to  the 
object  of  the  inquiry,  making  together  eleven  reports, 
containing  three  hundred  and  fifty-nine  pages,  and 
two  hundred  and  ten  letters,  besidee  daily  and  almost 
hourly  interviews  with  persons  upon  the  subject 

Letter*  and  reporU  yet  expected. 

Letters  from  Colonel  Mouooi  Walter  Jones,  Wil- 
liam Pinkne]!^  General  Van  Nees^  General  Stansbury; 
an  estimate  of  the  public  property  destroyed  at  the 
Navy  Ytad ;  a  letter  from  General  Douglass ;  the  pro- 
ceedings  of  the  court  martial  over  Captain  Dyson ;  a 
letter  from  John  Law,  dbc 

Tbi«  atatemeot  and  enamentioii,  Mr.  J.  said 
he  hoped  would  satisfy  the  gentleinan  frooi  New 
York  and  the  House  that  the  committee  have  not 
iiQ necessarily  delayed  a  report.  They  would 
make  a  report  at  as  early  a  day  as  was  consisteoi 
with  a  due  discharge  of  their  duty. 

PETITION  OP  THOMAS  OUTTS. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  YANCEr,  of 
North  Carolioa,  resamed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Cutis,  of  the  District  of 
Maine.  Farther  evidence  on  the  claim  was  read. 
Mr.  Yarcby,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Pickens, 
of  the  same  State,  Mr.  Alexander,  of  Ohio, 
and  Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  report  of  ihe  committee,  (unfavorable  to  the 

getitiooer,)  which  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Kino,  of 
f  assachasetts,  Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Hulbbrt,  of 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  and 
Mr.  GaosvENOR,  of  New  York. 

This  was  strictly  a  legal  discnssion.  and  con- 
ducted with  great  ahility  on  both  sides,  and  at 
considerable  length.  The  case  is  as  follows :  Mr. 
Cutts  purchased  at  a  marshal's  sale  certain  prop- 
erty, of  which  he  was  dispossessed  in  due  pro- 
cess of  law  by  a  third  person.  He  prays  of  the 
XJuited  States  reimbursement  of  money  paid  to 
their  officer  for  the  purchase  aforesaid  and  inter- 
est thereon,  to|^ether  with  costs  incurred  in  de- 
fending the  suit. 

The  question,  on  the  amendment  going  to  re- 
verse the  report  of  the  committee,  was  at  length 
decided  in  the  negative.  For  the  amendment 
55^gainst  it  79. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  was  then  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive by  yeas  and  nays.  For  the  report  81,  against 
it  58,  as  follows: 

TsAS — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave- 
ry, Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chap- 
pell,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condiet,  Conard,  Crawford, 


Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles, 

Desha,  Dnvall,Bar1e,  Findley,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Ghol- 

son,  Gtoodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Has- 

brouck,  Hawes,   Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hnogeribrd, 

Ingersoll,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 

Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kerahaw,  Kilboum,  King 

of  North  Carolina,  Le£krts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Maeon, 

McCoy,  McKiffi,  McLean,  Moore,  Newton,  Ormeby, 

Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Peonsylva- 

nia,  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertaon, 

Sage,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Viiginia,  Stanfiird, 

Strong,  TannehiU,  Taylor,  Telfiiir,  Udree,  and  ITanoey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Masaaehusetta,  Bay^  of 

Virginia,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Butler,  Capertim,  Cil-  ' 

ley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Dana,  Davenport,  Ely, 

Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale^ 

Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky.  Hulbert,  Jackson  of 

Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York, 

Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis, 

Lovett,  Markell,  McKee,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Pearson, 

Pickering,  Pitkin.  John  Reed,  WilUam  Reed.  Ruggles, 

Schureman,  Sheflfoy,  Bhipherd,  Smith  of  New  York, 

Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart, 

Tallmadge,  Thompeon,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 

Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Masaaehnsetts, 

Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

THE  VOLUNTEER  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the 
bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 
to  accept  the  services  of  such  volunteer  corps  as 
shall  organize  themselves  and  offer  their  setvicee 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  amendments  having  beeo  all  agreed  to, 
until  that  came  under  consideration  which  goes 
to  strike  out  the  twelfth  section,  which  is  in  (ha 
folio wiog  words: 

"And  Se  it  further  enacted^  That  the  officers,  non- 
commissionedf  officers,  and  privates,  accepted  under  tha 
authority  of  this  act,  who  shall  serve  two  years  in  the 
Arm^  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  exempted  from 
militia  duty  during  the  present  war.** 

On  the  question  to  strike  out  this  section,  to 
which  he  was  decidedly  opposed,  Mr.  Hawkins 
required  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr,  Fi8K,  of  Vermont,  opposed  the  erasure  of 
this  section.  He  deplored  the  errors  of  a  false 
economy,  which  had  pervaded  the  measures  of 
Congress  from  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
and  which  he  saw  with  reeret  io  the  determina- 
tion to  withhold  this,  the  oiHy  inducement  to  vol- 
unteer under  this  bill.  The  section  proposed  to 
introduce  no  new  principle;  for  exemptions  were 
already  recognised  by  law  in  particular  cases, 
and  in  none  more  rightfully  than  this.  If  they 
went  on  by  scanty  means,  as  they  had  heretofore 
done,  the  war  might  continue  not  only  two  years, 
but  ten  times  two,  &c. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  at  some 
length,  and  with  much  force  in  favor  oC  retain- 
ing this  section,  which  he  believed  vital  to  the 
utility  of  the  bill.  He  addressed  himself  to  the 
majority  of  the  House;  for.  as  to  the  minority, 
they  were  opposed  to  the  Adminislraiiou  ^nd  to 
war,  and  could  not  be  expected  i^  go  along  with 
those  who  supported  either.    What,  said  he,  do 
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weDow'want?  We  want  soldiers,  and  expect 
to  obtain  them  aoder  ibis  bill,  and  under  another 
of  a  more  eDergetie  character  now  before  this 
House.  Appeau  to  the  pi«triocifim  of  the  coun- 
trjr,  to  volunteers,  said  Mr.  H.,  art  beautiful  to 
sound ;  they  pleaso  the  ear ;  but,  when  brought 
to  the  test,  this  species  of  patriotic  spirit  may  be 
worn  out  by  too  severe  a  pressure.  If  Gkyvera- 
ment  rests  Its  claims  to  toe  serrices  of  its  citi* 
zens  ezelusively  on  the  patriotism  of  the  coon- 
try,  in  the  time  of  most  need  they  will  be  found 
most  wanting,  in  particular  sections  of  the  0000*^ 
try,  parficolar  classes  of  men  had  borne  the 
Vrnnt  of  the  war  by  voluntary  contributions  of 
service,  as  far  as  thev  could  so  bear  it.  There 
was  scarcely  a  man  of  any  ttanding  in  the  West- 
ern country  who  had  not  contributed  in  some 
way  his  pergonal  services  in  support  of  a  war 
which  he  believed  to  be  righteous  and  just.  Let 
future  calls  on  their  patriotism  be  nsade  in  such 
manner  as  to  convince  them  the  Qovemment 
does  not  wish  to  tax  exclusively  their  patriotism. 
Mr.  H.  then  examined  the  indueeoBents  of  land 
bounty,  and  pay  held  out  by  this  hill,  which,  he 
said,  were  no  temptation  to  the  hardy  back- 
woodsman of  the  West,  who  by  laborinff  one- 
fonrth  of  his  time  can  earn  a  subsistence  tor  his 
fiunily,  Ac.  He  then  made  a  few  remarks  on  the 
military  services  already  rendered  by  the  citizens 
of  the  Western  States,  where  these  men  were 
expected  to  be  had;  that  portion  of  the  country 
was  already  exhausted  by  the  services  they  had 
frequently  and  successively  rendered.  It  was 
impossible,  therefore,  that  any  large  force  could 
be  collected  under  this  bill,  even  retaining  the 
section  which  had  been  stricken  out  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  But  if  gentlemen  persisted 
in  calling  upon  men  for  a  contribution  of  volun- 
tary services,  not  to  defend  their  homes,  but  to 
fight  our  battles,  to  march  here  and  there,  with- 
out appealing  to  other  inducements  than  patri- 
otism and  bravery,  they  would  only  deceive 
themselves  and  the  Government. 

Bdr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  remarked 
that  the  military  force  by  which  we  can  operate 
consists  of  two  descriptions;  the  regular  force. 
Whose  general  character  is  mercenary,  the  soldiers 
enlisting  for  the  sake  of  the  bounty  and  subsis- 
tence; (irHUghted  militia  called  into  service  under 
legal  obligations;  and  volunteers,  brought  into 
the  field  by  patriotic  motives  only.  If  volunteers 
were  to  be  obtained  only  by  the  greatness  of  the 
inducements  or  the  amount  of  compensation  held 
out,  why  call  for  volunteers  at  all  7  Mr.  C.  said 
he  would  not  consent  to  derogate  from  the  motives 
of  those  who  volunteer  by  supposing  them  to  be 
altogether  actuated  by  such  motives.  There 
were  temptations  of  one  kind  held  out  to  those 
who  enlist  in  the  regular  Army,  and  of  another  to 
those  Who  volunteer.  Love  of  country  is  the 
boast,  it  is  the  jewel  of  the  volunteer  cor|».  They 
are  unfit  for  the  tug  of  war,  for  its  drudgery  and 
fatigue.  They  are  peculiarly  adapted  to  cases  of 
emergency,  of  great  personal  danger,  but  not  great 
fiitigue.  We  must  rely  on  regulars  to  be  enlisted, 
and,  if  not  to  be  had  in  sumcient  numbers,  on 


those  who  shall  be  draughted  from  the  whole  boiv 
of  the  militia.  These  two  constitsie  the  bone  aao 
muscle  of  the  Army.    If  great  relia»c»  had  beea 

eaeed  on  a  voluaieer  foree,  why  had  aAother  hill 
Bcn  re|>orted  by  the  BAtlitarf  CoBuailtee,  with 
extraordinary  jprovisioBs  for  Blling  the  raab  of 
the  Army  1  Ceruialy,  the  Yolimtecva  had  oaly 
been  considered  a  co-operating  or  so beidiary  force, 
the  regulars  being  the  basis.  A  body  of  YoIuBteers 
for  instance,  might  imKvidnally  and  collectireff, 
possess  the  same  spirit  as  the  little  army  voder 
(General  Brown,  but  they  could  not  be  expected  to 
render  the  same  kind  of  services. 

Mr.  FfSK,  of  Vermont,  said  that  the  argumm 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  extended 

little  farther,  would  favor  the  denial  of  any  com 


a 


pensatioD  to  volunteers  for  their  Mrriee.  The 
gentleman  woakd  then  see,  how  matif  patriotism 
alone  would  induce  to  take  the  field  lor  two  yein. 
Volunteers,  Mr.  F.  said,  were  of  the  same  mite 
rials  as  regulars,  if  not  better.  None  of  Brown'f 
army  had  been  in  service  two  years,  many  of 
them  not  six  months,  and  yet  theT  hare  covered 
themselves  with  glory,  and  established  the  na- 
tional character.  Uader  the  gai<laBce  of  men 
who  know  how  to  bring  into  action  the  military 
spirit  with  which  the  country  was  onivenally 
inspired— under  such  men  as  mows,  Tdonteers 
would  soon  be  fitted  for  the  ^  tqg  of  war.** 

Mr.  BabnetTi  of  Georgia,  said  he  was  in  iavor 
of  the  war,  and  always  bad  been,  and  yet  hewu 
in  favor  of  striking  out  this  section.  In  old  timeL 
he  said,  the  patriotism  of  the  people  had  barnt  till 
its  objects  were  answered ;  now  it  seems  patriot- 
ism is  to  be  burnt  out  in  two  years.  He  hoped, 
however,  it  never  would  be  extinguished  until 
we  obtain  the  object  of  the  war.  He  was  in  favor 
of  the  war,  he  said,  and  was  in  hopes  we  were  to 
fight  it  out  with  bail  and  powder — we  are  ooir 
fighting  it  with  words  and  wind,  and  never  shall 
bring  it  to  a  conclusion  if  we  spend  so  much  time 
in  talking  about  it.  Mr.  B.  concloded  by  saying 
he  was  opposed  to  exemption  in  anv  way. 

Mr.  DovALL,  of  Kentucky,  asxed  whether, 
after  faithfully  serving  his  country  for  two  years, 
a  volunteer  was  to  be  told,  his  patriotism  was  not 
worth  a  rush  because  it  had  not  carried  him  to  the 
end  of  the  war  ?  Let  gentlemen  place  themselves 
in  the  situation  of  the  volunteer.  Why  not  serve 
the  nation  here  from  motives  of  pure  and  unadul- 
terated patriotism  ?  If  we  have  so  much  of  it 
on  our  tongue,  whv  not  a  litle  in  practice?  The 
members  of  this  House,  he  presumed,  were  ia 

Siueral  more  wealthy  than  the  volunteers.  Let 
em  begin  with  themselve&and  then  preach  dis^ 
Interested  patriotism  to  otners;  their  doctrines 
would  then  be  much  more  attended  to  than  now 
that  they  talked  of  patriotism,  and  pocketed  the 
per  diem.  Patriotism  will  not  feed  a  man ;  it  is 
most  of  it  air,  and,  however  anxious  to  serve  his 
country  by  fifhting,  a  man  must  eat,  and  all  the 
patriotism  of  the  world  will  not  enable  him  to 
dispense  with  it.  The  bill  contained  no  tempta- 
tions to  the  service,  he  said,  save  the  section  which 
is  proposed  to  be  stricken  out.  When  a  man, 
after  two  years'  service,  came  home  seamed  with 
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hoDonble  seirs.  was  he  to  be  lisble  the  next  dav 
to  be  ai^iii  called  into  the  field  ?  This,  be  said, 
would  be  the  monstrous  effect  of  striking  out  the 
section.  But  this  species  of  troops,  it  appeared, 
was  not  fit  for  the  tug  of  war.  This  Mr.  D.  de- 
nted. They  have  given  evidence  of  their  ability 
to  bear  every  hardship.  In  the  campaign  on  the 
Wabashyin  the  depth  of  Wioter.they  had  marched 
barefoot  without  complaining.  From  the  severe 
battle  of  Massissiniway,  bow  many  bad  returned 
who  were  not  frostbitten  1  The  men  who  will 
volunteer  have  no  idea  of  enlisting ;  you  come  at 
a  species  of  force  to  be  had  in  no  other  wav,  aiid 
as  effective  as  any  in  any  scene  of  action  but  in 
the  open  field,  which  must  be  con  tested  by  military 
art  alone.  He  did  not  believe  more  than  ten  thou- 
sand at  the  utmost  could  be  got  by  this  bill;  but 
if  we  had  a  hundred  thousand  such  men,  officered 
by  such  officers  as  Brown,  Scott,  and  Giaines,  di* 
vided  into  three  armies,  they  would  end  the  war 
in  a  single  season,  by  conquering  the  whole  of 
the  enemy's  adjacent  provinces,  the  pose  of  Q^ucbec 
perhaps  alone  excepted.  Slc.  He  hoped  therefore 
this  section,  the  main  inducement  to  volunteers, 
would  not  be  stricken  our. 

Mr.  Qholson,  of  Virginia,  was  clearly  of  opin- 
ion that,  in  consequence  of  tneir  service,  the  vol- 
unteers ought  to  be  entitled  by  law  to  some  ex- 
emption from  militia  service,  but  not  so  far  as  this 
bill  proposed  to  go.  The  section  which  had  been 
substituted,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  that 
now  under  consideration^  (going  to  exempt  them 
until  all  the  other  militta  in  their  district  shall 
have  served  an  equal  term,)  he  thought  went  far 
enough.  But  if  the  war  continued,  ten.  fifteen, 
or  twenty  years,  would  gentlemen  require  the 
main  body  of  the  militia  to  do  duty  two,  three,  or 
four  years,  and  continue  the  exemption  in  favor 
of  those  volunteers  who  shall  have  served  only 
two  years?  Mr.  G.  said  he  could  not  agree  to 
do  so. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  section  before 
recited,  was  then  decided :  For  striking  out  105, 
against  it  43.  as  follows: 

Ybas — ^Messis.  Archer,  Avery,  Barboiu',  Bard,  Bar- 
nett,  Bayliea  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bige^ 
low,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Brown,  BurweIl,Ca- 
perton,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley, 
Clark,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Cuthbert, 
Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles, 
Earle,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholaon,  Goodwyn,  Gour- 
din,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hnlbert, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virgmia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kershaw,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North 
Corotina,  Law,  Leffierts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Markell, 
McKim,  Moore,  Moseley,  Newton,  Oakley,  Parker, 
Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  MHlliam  Reed, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold, 
Rugglee,  Schnreman,  Beybert,  Shefiey,  Sherwood, 
Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stuart, 
Stmges,  Taggart,  TaUmadge,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
ThompaoD,  IVonp^  Udrse,  Vose,  Ward  of  Maasaohu- 
setts.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whealon,  Wil- 


cox, Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Winter  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bines, 
Bowen,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Condict,  Conard,  Creighton, 
Desha,  Duvall,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fiak 
of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hawkins,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  Kilbonm,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  McKee,  MeLean* 
Montgomery,  Nekon,  Ormsby,  Piper,  John  Reed,  Raeb» 
Robertson,  Siage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Strong,  TellSur,  and 
Yancey. 

This  question  having  been  carried,  the  section 
reported  in  lieu  of  It,  going  to  exempt  all  volunteers 
who  shall  serve  two  years  under  this  act  from  be- 
ing in  future  called  into  military  service  until  all 
other  militiamen  in  their  States  or  districts  »hall 
have  served  for  two  years,  was  read. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  this  section,  to  strike  out  ^  two  years"  ia 
each  instance,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  ''one 
year,"  or  any  longer  term  which  the  volunteers 
may  eogilge  to  serve.  ' 

Mr.  Qholson,  of  Virginia,  embodied  Mr.  Jack* 
son's  amendment  in  the  following  form,  which 
Mr.  J.  accepted  as  his  motion : 

*'  That  any  vcrfonteer  whoee  service  shall  be  accept- 
ed under  this  act  shall  be  exempt  from  any  military 
serviee  until  all  the  militia  in  any  Stajte  or  Teriitory 
in  which  ha  resides  shall  have  served  a  lour  of  duty 
equal  to  that  which  thesaid  volunteer  shall  have  served*  * 

After  a  short  debate,  this  motion  to  amend  was 
negatived — 54  to  47. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  the  section 
reported  by  the  Committee  was  amended  by 
striking  out  those  words  which  have  the  effect  to 
exempt  such  volunteers  from  subsequent  service, 
whenever  the  militia  are  called  out  en  ma»$em 

Mr.  OaosvBNoa,  of  New  York,  denying  the 
Goaatitutioaal  power  of  Congress,  to  preclude  the 
States  from  making  use  of  the  militia  for  Stale 
patpoaes,  moved  an  a  mend  meat  to  the  seeiton, 
going  to  make  the  volunteers  thereia  meationed 
liable  still  to  State  caUs  for  militia. 

llilr.  Jackaon,  of  Virginia,  called  the  atteatioii 
of  Mr.  QaoavENOR  to  one  of  the  earliest  acts  of 
the  General  Qovernment,  to  exempt  certain  pei^ 
sons  (public  officers)  from  militia  duty,  which 
fact  overturned  the  whole  of  the  gentleman's  argu- 
ments on  this  head. 

This  remark  of  Mr.  Jackson's  was  applied  to 
others,  who  took  side  with  Mr.  Grosvenor,  and 
some  debate  took  place  on  it. 

On  the  question.  Mr.  Grosvbnor's  amendment 
was  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  two  or  three  votes. 

The  qneslioa  being  stated  on  the  adoption  of 
the  new  section  reported  by  the  Committee  aa 
amended,  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon  were  required 
by  Mr.  Wbbstbjk. 

At  length  a  motion  for  adjournment  waa  made 

and  carried. 


Monday,  November  7. 
Mr.  Fi»K^  of  New  York,  from  the  Qooimittee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  asked  and  obtainad  l^^e  to 
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report  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  sabseribers  to  tbe 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America;  wbicb 
was  twice  read  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

PETITION  OF  JOHN  CHALMERS. 

Mr.  YANCETjOf  North  Carolina,  from  tbe  Com* 
mittee  of  Claims,  made  a  faroiable  report  on  tbe 
pet  itioo  of  John  Cbalmerx,  who  asks  of  Confess  re- 
imbursemeot  of  certain  expenditares  made  bj  him 
in  manufacturing  certain  cordage  for  the  United 
Staten,  which,  together  with  the  rope>walk,  were 
burnt  at  Baltimore  on  the  approach  ol  the  enemjTr 
by  order  of  the  Commanding  Qeoeral.  The 
committee  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Chalmers,  which  was  twice  read,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  report,  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That,  on  the  29th  of  March,  1814,  the  petitioiMr  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  entered  into  a  contract  Ibr 
the  manufacture  of  cordage  for  the  United  States'  frig- 
ate Java,  upon  the  following  terms:  the  Navy  Departs 
mentwas  to  furnish  him  at  Baltimore  with  Russia 
hemp  and  Kentucky  yarn  in  such  quantities  as  might 
be  found  convenient,  and  he  should  require,  which  wss 
to  he  manutetund  in  good  navy  cordage,  sufficient 
for  the  complete  equipment  of  the  frigate.  For  every 
pound  of  hemp  and  yam  delivered  to  the  peiHioner  he 
was  to  return  a  pound  of  cordage  to  the  Navy  agent, 
free  from  expense  to  the  United  States;  so  that  his 
profit  and  compensation  for  his  labor  and  art  in  manu- 
ncturing  consisted  in  the  difference  in  the  weight  of 
the  hen\p  and  yams,  increased  by  the  quantity  of  tar 
used  in  the  manufacture.  It  was  also  understood  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  end  Mr.  Chalmers,  that  the 
raw  material,  thus  delivered,  was  to  be  at  the  risk  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  event  of  loss  by  fire. 

The  petitioner  commenced  manufrictuttng  the  cor- 
dage, and  had  prepared  and  delivered  to  the  Navy 
agent  at  Baltimore  upwards  of  nine  tons,  and  had  a 
considerable  quantity  ready  to  deliver,  when,  on  the 
approach  of  the  enemy  towards  Baltimore,  in  the 
month  of  September  laat,  the  rope^walks  in  which  the 
cordage  was  manofiictuiing  and  than  deposited,  was 
set  on  fire  by  order  of  General  Forman*  who  then 
eommanded  the  Maryland  militia  at  that  place;  in 
oonaequence  of  which  the  rope-walks  were  destroyedt 
and,  with  them,  about  thirty  tons  of  Russia  hemp, 
belonging  to  the  Government,  and  all  the  labor  and 
profit  of  the  petitioner,  except  that  part  of  the  hemp 
which  had  been  delivered.  He  asks  of  Congress  to 
reimburse  him  to  the  amount  of  his  actual  expendi- 
tures, in  the  purchase  of  tar,  and  the  money  which  he 
has  paid  to  persons  employed  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  cordage. 

The  committee  are  not  in  possession  of  facts  which 
would  authorize  them  to  determine  whether  the  de- 
stmction  of  this  property  was  necessary ;  if  it  vraa 
not,  however  much  they  might  regret  and  depracale 
that  work,  yet  they  are  of  opinion  that,  under  the  cir^ 
emnstances  of  this  case,  the  individual  who  sustained 
the  loss  should  at  least  be  reimbursed  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  amount  of  his  claim.  They,  therefore, 
report  by  bUl,  and  submit  to  the  House  the  following 
resolution : 

lUaohed^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  reaaon- 
aUo,  and  ought  to  be  allowed. 


THE  VOLUNTEER  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  eontidcration  •f  the 
Yoluoieer  bill. 

The  question  depending  at  tine  of  adjoom- 
mcnt,  viz :  on  the  adoption  of  tbe  section  exempt- 
ing the  two  yeara'  volooteera  ^  from  draoghc  or 
other  militia  doty"  at  the  call  of  the  United 
Sutes,  untii  all  the  militia  within  their  Sisien 
hate  serTed — having  been  again  stated, 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  Veffoioot,  moved  to  amend  it  ao 
aa  to  read,  that  any  yoluoteer  who  sbaJl  serve  for 
two  yeara,  *' shall  not  thereafter  be  enrolled  in  the 
militia  or  subject  to  draught  or  any  other  militia 
duty  during  the  present  war,"  unless  firhen  the 
militia  ahaU  be  called  out  em  mame. 

Tbe  motion  of  Mr.  FtsK  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  BAnMBTT,  o( 
Gkorgia,  and  McKbb,  of  Kentucky,  and  advo- 
cated by  the  v^oftir.  and  Messrs.  Wbioot,  of  Ma- 
ryland, Rbba,  of  Tennessee,  and  Baabodb. 

Mr.  Dbsba,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  hoped  the 
amendment  proposed  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont (Mr.  rise)  woidd  be  adopted,  which  ex- 
empted volunteers  who  served  the  United  Stales 
two  years  from  military  service,  pending  tbe  war, 
except  for  the  defence  of  tbe  State,  or  when  they 
were  called  out  en  motse,  as  it  waa  the  only  in- 
ducement held  out  for  volunteers  to  tender  their 
aervices.  He  viewed  them  as  a  valuable  deaerip- 
tion  of  force,  particularly  if  they  joined  the  ser- 
vice for  eighteen  months  or  two  years.  What 
was  the  object  for  introducing  this  bill  1  Cer- 
tainly, to  obuin  speedily  a  formidable  force,  not 
10  act  as  the  body  of  your  Army,  but  as  ao  aux- 
liary  to  the  regular  force.  No ;  I  am  for  depend- 
ing principally  on  regulars.  What  ia  the  encour- 
agement held  out  by  the  provisionaof  thia  bill 
for  men  to  offer  their  aervices  7  Very  inconsidera- 
ble, indeed.  You  give  them  no  bounty  in  land, 
nor  money ;  not  even  clothing  for  the  first  six 
months.  You  give  them  the  poor  pittance  of  the 
monthly  pay.  Can  gentlemen  caJeolate  on  ob- 
taining a  considerable  number  of  volunteers  on 
these  terms  7  If  they  do,  they  will  be  most  egre- 
gioosly  mistaken.  Men  cannot  lire  on  the  wind ; 
they  must  have  something  more  substantial. 
They  must  have  something  to  sustain  their  fam- 
ilies on  while  they  are  fiffhiing  tbe  battles  of  their 
country.  The  price  of  common  labor  is  from 
thirteen  to  fifteen  dollars  per  month ;  and  can 
gentlemen  expect  that  men,  possessing  the  virtue, 
the  integrity,  and  enterprise  of  your  people,  (I 
mean  the  yeomanry,  of  whom  the  volunteer 
corps  must  be  composed,)  will  leave  their  peace- 
able homes  and  families  to  encounter  the  toils  and 
difficulties  incident  to  a  military  life,  unless  the 
necessary  inducements  are  held  out  ?  Thus,  all 
men  who  make  their  calculations  for  a  living. 
Yon  must  meet  their  ealcnlationa.  or  you  do  not 
obtain  them ;  particularly  when  they  «re  to  ob- 
tain no  credit  for  patriotic  exertioos,  which,  I 
am  to  conclude,  is  the  case  from  the  manner  ia 
wbich  aome  gentlemen  have  expreased  theuMsives, 
by  saying  tMt  they  woald  not  give  anything  for 
patriotism  that  would  not  laat  longer  than  two 
years'  service.    GentlemtB  Bre  doing  their  coon- 
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try  a  serioos  iojary  by  such  expresftions,  and  act- 
ing  parsifDonioasiy.    Be  liberal  in  your  encoor- 
ageroeois,  aod,  my  word  for  it,  you  will  succeed 
ID  obtaiDiog  a  formidable  irolunteer  force.    Corps 
of  this  description  roust  be  formidable  when  they 
are  composed  of  the  bext  materials.    But  the  geo- 
tlemao  from  South   Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun) 
tells  you  that  this  description  of  .force  cannot 
stand  the  tug  of  war,  and  appears,  from  the  man- 
ner he  has  expressed  himself  on  this  bill,  as  if  be 
had  DO  confidence  in-them.    And  does  the  gentle- 
mao  proT€  that  they  cannot  stand  the  tug  of  war. 
by  referring  you  to  the  volunteers  under  Qeneral 
Porter,  who  bare,  during  this  campaign,  signal- 
ized themselres  in  the  diierent  conflicts  with  the 
enemy  on  the  Niagara  frontier — who  stood  and 
fought,  side  by  side,  with  Qeneral  Brown's  reeu- 
lars,  and  signalized  themselves  so  nobly  ?    If  they 
did  not,  Congress  have  acted  very  inconsistently 
ID  giring  chem  their  thanks  for  their  bravery  and 
activity,  and  awarding  a  medal  to  their  Gkneral 
for  his  gallantry.    Does  the  gentleman  prore  it 
by  referring  you  to  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  who, 
under  the  gallant  Jackson,  endured  almost  incal- 
culable difficulties  and  harships,  and  surmounted 
all  obstacles  in  the  Creek  war  7    Or  did  the  gen- 
tleman undertake  to  prove  it  by  referring  you  to 
Governor  Shelby's  roIunteerS|  who,  to  the  amount 
of  thirty-five  hundred,  met  on  a  few  days'  notice, 
joined  the  standard  of  the  brave  aad  patriotic 
Shelby,  and  travelled  three  hundred  miles  to  Lake 
£rie  1    On  the  commaad  of  the  Gh^neral.  they 
abandoned  their  horses,  and  crossed  the  Lake, 
where  it  was  forty   miles  wide,  principally  in 
small  brittle  boats,  pursued  the  enemy  one  hun- 
dred miles  into  the  interior  of  their  country  and 
took  them ;  and,  with  the  aid  of  a  regiment  of 
volunteers  commanded  by  my  worthy  colleague, 
killed  and  took  prisoners  the  British  army  com- 
maoded  by  General  Proctor,  and  defeated  the  In- 
dians with  considerable  slaughter.    The]^  quar- 
tered eight  or  nine  days  on  the  enemy,  living  for 
that  time  on  beef,  without  bread  or  salt;  wading 
waters,  in  some  instances  nearly  half  a  mile,  up 
to  the  waist.    All  this  was  done  by  the  volun- 
teers, without  tents  to  keep  them  from  the  storms, 
without  Government  advancinc;  them  a  single 
cent  of  money,  and  done  too  without  a  murmur ; 
and  yet  these  are  the  desoriptiqn  of  forces,  agree- 
ably to  the  favorite  phrast;  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  that  cannot  stand  the  tug,  of  war. 
Mr.  D.  said  the. volunteers  bad  done  everything 
of  a  decisive  character  that  has.beea  done  from 
the  time  of  the  declaration  of  war  until  this  cam* 
paign,  and  participated  in  it,  bur  are  to  receive 
DO  credit  for  their  patriotic  exertions,  agreeably 
to  the  declarationsof  the  gentleman  fVom  Georgia. 
(Mr.  Forsyth)  who  has  told  you  that  it  was  not 
patriotic  motives  that  induced  the  Kentuckians 
to  volunteer  and  go  into  Canada,  but  from  a  prin- 
ciple of  revenge.    Mr.  D.  said  this  was  not  the 
fact ;  whoever  undertakes  to  judge  without  know- 
ing, is  very  apt  to  find  himself  in  an  error.    If 
that  gentleman  had  travelled  through  Kentucky; 
had  made  himself  acqaainted  with  the  habits, 
dispositions,  and  principles  of  the  people,  he  would 


know  they  were  above  the  low,  malignant  prin- 
^ple  of  revenge.  He  would  kiiow  that  their  ex- 
ertions have  arisen  from  the  purest  of  motives, 
from  a  real  love  of  eoontrv,  the  pure  principle  of 
patriotism,  and  not  from  the  low  principle  of  re- 
venge. The  truly  brave  are  always  humane; 
they  soar  above  any  grovelling  motives,  and  that 
gentleman  ought  to  have  made  himself  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  diflfereni  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, before  he  undertook  to  speak  so  freely.  Such 
expressions,  I  conceive,  were  not  warranted  by 
the  occasion ;  they  are  calculated  to  do  a  serious 
injury.  If  men  who  have  done  their  country  sig- 
nal services  from  pore  patriotic  motives,  (for  pay 
was  scarcelv  a  consideration  with  them,)  are  to 
be  treated  thus  lightly,  it  will  perhaps  have  the 
eflect  to  make  them  withhold  their  services  when 
they  are  wanting.  Mr.  D.  said  we  must  have 
men  of  some  description  or  give  op  the  contest, 
which  no  American  ought  to  think  of.  Militia 
cannot  be  deemed  an  efficient  force,  and  they 
were  certainly  the  most  expensive.  The  kind  of 
economy,  or  rather  the  want  of  economy,  pursued, 
of  having  hundreds  of  thousands  of  militia  under 
arms  at  a  time,  woold  bankrupt  the  nation.  He 
did  not  wish  the  volunteers  contemplated  to  be 
raised  ander  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  to  be  ea- 
ttrely  relied  on ;  we  must  rely  principally  on  reg- 
ulars. But  he  was  satisfied,  that  under  proper 
regulations  they  might  be  made  a  formidable  aux- 
iliary force  to  co-operate  with  the  regular  Army. 
He  wished  the  ranks  of  the  regular  Army  imme- 
diately filled,  but  he  saw  but  little  prospect  of  it 
from  the  slow  progress  of  business.  We  have 
been  in  session  seven  weeks,  and  what  have  we 
done?  Nothing.  From  the  iodecisivecourse,  the 
indisposition  manifested  to  despatch  business,  he 
thought  there  was  but  little  prospect  of  anything 
of  a  decisive  character  being  done  shortly,  calcu- 
lated to  meet  the  emergency;  for  that  reason, he 
wished  proper  encouragement  given  to  induce 
volunteer  corps  to  tender  their  services,  that  they 
might  t>e  ready  to  act  in  case  of  an  emergency. 
The  bill  as  it  now  stands  is  scarcely  worth  pre- 
serving ;  you  cannot  succeed  under  it  to  any  con- 
siderable extent;  hence  the  necessity  of  adopting 
the  amendment  under  consideration.  Mr.  D.  said 
there  wae  a  necessity  of  doing  something  spee- 
dily. A  powerful  enemy  wa^,  as  it  were,  at  your 
doors.  To  act  indeci!»ively,  under  exisiibg circum- 
stances, was  tantamount  to  acting  criminally.  At 
a  time  as  perilous  as  the  present,  hesitation  was 
almost  inevitable  destruction.  Yuu  mustiay  aside 
yoilr  temporizing,  theoretical,  or  visionary  pro- 
jects. They  will  not  do  any  longer.  If  the  Councils 
of  the  nation,  at  a  time  as  perilous  as  the  present, 
are  to  be  conducted  by  theoretical  characters,  pro- 
posing and  advocating  visionary  projects,  I  am 
afraid  the  Government  will  be  ultimately  con- 
ducted to  ruin.  You  must  pick  up  the  old  fash- 
ioned pfain  matter  of  fact,  common  sense ;  you 
must  adopt  energetic  measures,  and  adopt  them 
promptly,  if  you  wish  to  preserve  your  rights  and 
save  the  nation.  j  j  c 

Mr.  PoRBYTH  said,  he  apprehended  there  xvas  not 
a  member  of  the  House  who  ha<t  misuuaerstood 
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him,  benides  the  geotleman  from  Kentaeky.  It 
wan  very  far  from  his  ioteotion  to  eaat  the  slight- 
est imputation  on  the  volunteers  from  Kentudcy, 
or  on  any  other  of  our  citizens  who  had  volun- 
teered their  st^rvices.  He  estimated  the  value  of 
their  services  and  the  purity  of  their  motives  as 
highly  as  any  gentleman  in  the  House.  He  did 
say,  and  ha  was  prepared  to  repeat,  that  patriot- 
ism was  not  the  only  leading  inducement  to  their 
energetic  conduct,  fiut  for  the  transactions  on 
the  river  Raisin,  he  believed  those  volunteers 
would  not  have  turned  out  in  such  numbers  as 
they  did.  They  were  governed  by  motives  of 
resentment  against  a  savage  and  brutal  foe.  They 
were,  as  be  had  said  on  a  former  occasion,  stimu- 
lated by  revenge— not  that  dark  passion  the  gen- 
tleman alludes  to,  but  the  revenge  which  governs 
noble  minds.  The  character  of  that  revenge  dis- 
played itself  in  their  conduct.  They  did  not  stain 
their  bands  in  the  blood  of  their  foe.  Having 
conquered  him  in  the  field  of  battle,  they  took  a 
noble  revenge,  and  showed  their  superiority  to 
their  enemy  by  extending  to  him  the  hand  of 
friendship. 

Mr.  Desha  thought  the  sense  in  which  the  gen- 
tleman had  explained  his  observations  was  differ- 
ent from  that  in  which  he  had  understood  him  to 
make  them.  As  explained,  he  was  satisfied  with 
them. 

Mr.  FoBBYTB  said  he  did  not  mean  what  he 
had  said  as  an  explanation. 

The  amendment  proposed  was  finally  negatived 
by  the  following  vote:  For  the  motion  52,  against 
it  81. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
new  section,  Mr.  McKeb  proposed  a  sobsiitute  to 
it,  nearly  in  the  following  words: 

**  That  all  volonteers  who  may  enter  the  service  of 
the  United  States  under  this  act,  and  serre  ont  the 
time  stipulated,  in  all  future  calls  for  militia  service 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  have 
credit  for  a  term  of  service  equal  to  the  term  served 
by  them  respectively." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  substitute,  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  95. 

After  a  few  remarks  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 
in  objection  to  this  amendment,  and  Mr.  McKee 
in  reply,  the  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to 
ike  section  as  amended,  and  carried  in  the  i3ir- 
native  without  a  divjsipn. 
H^  Mr.  Ki9«f»r  of  MaMMjhusetts,  then  moved  an 
amendment  going  to.||pit  the  number  of  volun- 
teers tojy  accepted  to>  ten  thousand. 

Thj}ffotion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  McKbe, 
Trooi^  and  Wright,  and  advocated  by  the  mover. 

This  proposed  amendment  having  been  amend- 
ed by  striking  out  ten  thousand  and  inserting 
"fifty  thousand,"  the  amendment  limiting  the 
number,  as  amended,  was  negatiyed-*37  only 
rising  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Qholbon,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  by  incorporating 
therein,  after  the  clause  authorizing  the  accept- 
ance of  volunteers,  the  following  words :  "  who 
majr  be  organized  in  companies,  battalions,  and 
raiments,  under  the  authority  of  any  State,^  4bc. 


This  motion,  aad  that  which  follows,  were 
debated  at  considerable  length.  Mesara.  Gbol- 
SON,  WaiOHT,  Sbabp,  and  Fisk,  of  New  York, 
advocated  the  amendment,  and  Messrs.  Wbbbtbe 
and  Geobvenor  opposed  it. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to  by  the  foliow- 
ing  vote:  For  the  amendment  68,  against  it  55. 

Mr.  Gbolson  then  moved  an  amendment  in 
the  following  section,  which  he  coaeeiTed  to  be 
consequent  on  this ;  the  object  of  which  was,  as 
the  reporter  understood,  to  aathorice  the  Kxccn- 
tive  to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  the  volunteer  corps  so  asaociated  and  or- 
ganized under  State  authority. 

On  the  proposed  amendment,  the  debate  was 
renewed  with  considerable  zeal.  It  was  sap- 
poried  by  Messrs.  Ghol4SON,  Fisk,  of  New  York, 
Weight,  aad  Rhea,  of  Tennesseey  and  oppowd 
hy  Messrs.  Webster,  Grosvemor,  and  Macoa. 

The  question  thereon  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays :  For  the  motion  71,  against  it  76,  as  fol- 
io 


Yb  AS — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Avecy,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bines,  Bowen,  BurweU,  Bot/er, 
Caldwell,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
dit,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Croach,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Evans,  Findl^,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Oholson,  Goodwyn,  Goordin,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hssbrondc,  Hawes,  Habbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Huageribrd,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virw 
ginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  JohuMn  of  Kentucky, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboorn,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Leffiffts,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLean,  Mboie,  Newtoa, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Plssssnts,  Res  sf 
PennsyWania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Bich,  Ringgold, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bsraett,  Bsyhes  of  Msmachnsetts, 
Baylv  of  Virginia,  Bigefew,  Boyd,Bndbu7,  Bradley, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champioa,  CiUey,  Cisik,  Cooper* 
Cox,  Culpeper,  Cathbert,  Dana^  Davenport,  £ly,  Far- 
row, Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gedm^  Grosvenor, 
Hale,  Hopkins,  of  Kentucky,  Hnlbert,  IngeisoU,  Ja^- 
son  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  Massachnaetts,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  McKee,  Montgomery,  Mooeley, 
Markell,  Nelson,  Oskley,  Pearson,  inckering,  Pitkin, 
John  Reed,  Wm.  Reed,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sdiure- 
man,  Shefiej,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Tsggart,  Tallmadge, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  I'ronp,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whea- 
ton.  White,  WUcoz,  Wilson,  of  Msssachiisetts,  W3- 
of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Yaacey. 


So  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Gholson  took  occasion  to  observe,  that 
the  rejection  of  this  amendmenti  though  conse- 
quent upon  the  first,  was  of  little  importance,  as 
every  purpose  he  had  in  view  was  answered  by 
that  already  adopted. 

This  Mr.  GaosvENoa  denied,  because,  he  said, 
as  the  bill  now  stood,  these  volunteers,  nominally 
under  State  authority,  must  be  officered  by  the 
Executive  of  the  United  Sutes,  See. 

To  this  Mr.  Gboi^on  replied,  that  the  words 
"organized  under  State  authority,"  certainly  em- 
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braced  also  the  eommiiMoiiiBg  tbe  offieen  by  the 
States. 

To  put  this  question  entirely  out  of  doubt,  aa 
he  said*  Mr.  Ingbbsoll  moved  to  insert,  after  the 
clause  just  recited,  the  words  '' Provided,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  said  volunteers  shall  be  commissioned 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States."  This 
motion  he  supported  by  a  speech  of  some  length, 
to  which  Mr.  Gholson  replied  also  at  some 
length.  Mr.  Rbba  made  a  lew  obaervations  in 
opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentuekyi  rose  to  move  the 
postponement  of  the  further  consideration  of  this 
subject  for  the  present.  He  thought  it  probable, 
when  the  House  had  acted  on  other  measures  of 
more  importance  than  this,  they  would  be  better 
prepared  to  act  on  this  subject.  When  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  had  determined  to  call 
up  this  bill  before  the  other  two  they  had  re- 
ported, it  was  under  the  impression  it  would  meet 
with  little  or  no  discussion  or  diversity  of  opin* 
ion.  Disappointed  in  that  expectation,  and  be- 
lieving himself  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
were  inconsistent  with  eacn  other,  and  that  those 
provisions  were  wanting  that  were  necessary  to 
give  it  efficiency,  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  which  was  agreed  to. 


Tuesday,  November  8. 

Mr.  McKiM ,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  sundry  ship-owners  and  merchants  of  Bal- 
timore, representing,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
strict  blockade  of  our  bays  and  rivers,  the  private- 
armed  service  is  much  discouraged,  dbc,  and  sub- 
mitting to  Congress  the  expediency  of  authori- 
zing a  bounty  to  be  given  for  the  destruction  of 
the  enemy's  vessels.  They  state  their  opinion  of 
the  high  effect  of  this  sprt  of  warfare  on  the  ene- 
my's commerce,  and  say  that  they  are  readv  to 
fire  the  best  pledge  of  their  sincerity  in  this  belief, 
if  encouragement  be  afforded,  by  entering  lara^eiy 
into  the  enterprises  against  the  commerce  of  the 
enemy. — The  memorial  was  readyand  referred. 

Mr.  Kbnt,  of  Maryland,  reported  a  bill  to  in*- 
corporate  the  subscribers  to  a  bank,  by  the  name 
and  style  of  ^  The  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Georgetown ;"  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ci.OPTON^of  Virginia,  a  com- 
mittee was  ordered  to  be  appomted  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  joint  res- 
olution requesting  him  to  appoint  a  day  of  fasting 
and  prayer.  / 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Castille  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  [The  case 
of  the  petitioner  is  nearly  this,  as  stated  by  Mr. 
Robbbtson  :  The  petitioner  was  convicted,  be- 
fore the  United  States'  Court,  of  having  in  his 
possession  smugsled  goods,  and  was  therefor  fined 
to  the  amount  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. From  circumstances  which  appeared  on 
the  trial,  he  was  recommended  by  the  jury  to  the 
mercy  of  the  Government.  He  has  now  been  in 
prison  eighteen  months,  and^  unless  relieved  by 
Congressy  must  forever  remaia  there*    Whatever 


property  he  has  or  may  acquire  still-  reoMins  iia* 
bte  for  the  fine.]  The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

SMALL  ARMED  VE88ELB. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  boilt  or  pur- 
chased the  vessels  therein  described,  viz :  nol 
more  than  twenty  vessels,  to  carry  not  less  than 
eight  nor  more  than  fourteen  guna. 
The  bill  having  been  read  tbrough — 
Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  (the  Chsirman  of 
the  Naval  Committee,)  said,  the  object  of  the  bill 
was  sufficiently  explained  by  its  contents^  As  to 
its  expediency,  the  experience  of  the  present  war 
had  amply  demonstrated  the  utility  of  this  species 
of  force.  He  called  upon  the  Committee  fox  a 
moment  to  turn  its  attention  to  the  cioises  of 
those  vessels, and  compare  their  effeots  with  those 
of  the  cruises  of  the  larger  vessels.  The  conquests 
achieved  by  our  frigates,  6Le.,  would  never  be  for- 

Sotten  I  they  were  great  and  imporunt;  but  their 
epredations  on  the  commerce  of  th^  enemy, dur- 
ing long  cruises,  bad  been  comparatively  unim- 
portant. On  reference  to  the  cruises  of  private 
armed  vessels,  of  the  class  contemplated  by  this 
bilf,  a  very  different  result  appeared.  The  effects 
of  their  enterprises  against  the  commerce  of  the 
enemy  had  been  great  and  imporuint;  such,  ia- 
deed,  as  to  give  us  efery  reason  to  believe  that  a 
class  of  small,  swift-sailing  vessels,  of  this  de- 
scription, would,  in  all  probabilitv,cooduce  to  pat 
a  speedy  end  to  the  war;  by  the  impression  it . 
would  make  on  the  enemy's  commerce*  He  very 
much  doubted  whether  the  Crovernmeot  could 
expend  a  small  sum  of  money  in  any  way  so  effi- 
ciently as  if  appropriated  to  the  particular  pur- 
poses of  this  bill.  He  knew  some  of  the  bestaad 
most  enlightened  friends  of  the  Navy  were  op- 
posed (o  the  bill;  but  he  did  not  believe,  taking 
into  consideration  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
present  situation  of  the  country,  ihat  they  oould 
assign  sufficient  objections  tu  it.  Our  Navy  had 
acquired  a  greater  stock  of  glory,  credit,  and  rep- 
utation, to  themselves,  and  reflected  it  upon  tha 
country,  than  ever  bad  been  acquired  in. the  same 
space  of  time  by  any  military  equipmQnl,  either  by 
land  or  ocean,  in  any  country.  He  had  paid  soma 
little  attention  to  the  history  of  tbe  British  navy, 
and  he  believed  the  history  of  our  I^avy  woula 
stand  a  comparison  with  any  other  the  world 
affords.  But,  in  regard  to  depred<itioa  on  the  oodip 
merce  of  the  enemy,  be  believed  their  efficiency 
could  not  be  compared  to  that  of  vessels  of  a 
smaller  class. 

Mr.  W.  Rb£D,  of  Massachusetts,  rosa  to  oppose 
(he  bill  as  it  now  stood.  If  he  could  persuade 
himself  that  the  effects  anticipsted  b/-  the  honor- 
able Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  could 
ever  be  realized,  in  the  copamun  course  of  events, 
he  should  be  the  last  man  in  the  House  to  oppose 
the  passage  of  the  bill  for  a  moment.  He  thought 
he  could  make  it  appear  that  il»e  ground^s^umed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  wholly  un- 
tenable.   By  tbe  force  proposed  in  this  bill,  Mr. b* 
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nid,  it  wfts  oot  expected  ibat  any  battles  wrre  to 
be  fought  wiih  the  naval  force  of  ihe  enemy  oo 
the  ocean:  we  are,  on  the  contrary,  to  rely  on 
what  in  done,  and  retreat  from  theconiest.  Would 
the  House,  he  asked,  create  a  force  which  would 
Compel  those  officers  of  our  Navy  who  have 
already  won  so  much  glory  to  their  country,  to 
resort  to  this  species  of  vessel  7  Would  they  ob- 
lige a  Perry,  a  Macdooough,and  other  officers,  to 
command  that  species  of  force  which  obliges  them 
to  take  flight  the  moment  they  come  in  sight  of 
the  enemy  ?  He  doubted,  indeed,  whether,  if  pot 
into  gunboats,  (the  most  contemptible  of  all  force,} 
they  would  retreat  from  the  enemy  without  first 
trying  their  strength  with  him.  It  was  degra- 
ding not  only  to  the  character  of  the  men,  but  of 
the  nation,  to  submit  such  men  to  serve  in  this  sort 
of  mompdto fleet.  However  he  might  have  been 
opposed  to  the  war  from  its  commencement — 
and  nothing  had  occurred  in  its  progress  which 
changed  his  opinion  of  it— he  yet  entertained  those 
feflings  which  actuated  him,  in  its  commence- 
ment, to  endeavor  to  make  it  subservient,  so  far 
as  ha  could,  to  correct  principles.  This  would 
be  as  far  accomplished  by  the  estsblishment  of  a 
tiavy,as  by  anything  they  could  do.  He  was  war- 
ranted bv  facts  in  saying,  that  no  force  would  be 
half  as  emcient,  in  proportion  to  its  expense;  none 
would  be  of  so  much  service  to  the  country ; 
none,  certainly,  would  touch  the  enemy  half  as 
moeb  as  a  naval  force  of  a  proper  character.  What 
are  we  about  to  create  by  this  bill?  asked  Mr.  R. 
A  species  of  force,  which,  like  the  cowardly  and 
ravenous  hawk,  pounces  on  its  prey,  but,  whilst 
securing  it,  perchance,  sees  some  kins-bird  soar- 
ing round,  and  quits  its  prey  to  seek  safety  in 
ignoble  flight.  Shall  we  expose  our  officers  to 
this  mortification?  He  hoped  not.  Mr.  R.  then 
took  a  view  of  the  cost  and  expense  of  this  de- 
scription of  vessels,  proposed  by  the  bill,  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  ttloops  of  war,  and  also  of  their 
relative  efficacy  to  the  vessels  composing  the 
navy  of  the  enemy,  of  whose  vessels  m  commis- 
sion, in  number  558  at  the  last  accounts,  990,  be- 
sides the  ships-oftbe-line  and  frigates,  would  be 
superior,  and  only  about  44  schooners,  ^.,  infe- 
rior to  it.  The  schooners  to  be  authorized  by  the 
bill-— upon  the  ground,  which  he  assumed,  that 
Ihey  are  intended  to  be  schooners — would  be  infe- 
rior in  force  to  three-fourths  of  the  valuable  mer- 
chant ships,  and  superior  only  to  such  enemy's 
vessHlsi  as  sail  under  convoy,  for  the  dispersion  of 
which  they  roust  wait  before  they  could  operate 
upon  them.  Schooners,  besides,  were  unsafe  sea- 
boats,  liable  to  lose  their  masts  and  spars,  which 
it  would  be  difficult  for  them  to  replace.  He 
contrasted  with  these  vessels  the  class  of  sloops 
of  war,  U'jt  greatly  more  expensive,  which,  he  said, 
were  equal  or  superior  to  334  of  the  vessels  ot 
the  enemy^  navy,  and  which  no  merchant  vessel 
ever  presumed  to  resist.  For  the  sake  of  human- 
ity, even,  he  therefore  thought  they  ought  to  be 
preferred.  Much  reliance  appeared  to  be  placed 
on  the  fast  sailing  of  these  schooners.  They  did 
not,  he  said,  sail  faster  than  well-constructed, 
square-rigged  vessels;  and  insuneed  the  case  of 


some  of  the  most  sQeeeasfiil  of  ovr  privateers, 
which  were  square-rigged,  whilst  those  which 
were  otherwise  rigged  had  almost  all  been  swept 
from  the  ocean  by  the  enemy's  cruisers.  He  stated, 
in  terms  supplied  by  his  nautical  experience,  the 
reason  of  the  superiority  of  square-rigged  vessels. 
Our  frigates,  he  said,  were  able  to  overcome  any 
schooners  that  sailed  the  ocean.  In  short,  he  con- 
sidered it  a  settled  point,  that  oar  square-rigged 
vessels,  built  for  sailing,  were  superior  to  the 
schooners  built  with  the  same  view.  Sloops  of 
war,  he  said,  could  be  equipped  nearly  as  soon  as 
schooners,  and  were  more  efficient,  bejrond  all 
calealatioo.  He  wanted  something  like  a  naval 
force  which  should  not  degrade  the  character  of 
the  country.  He  appealed  to  the  experience  of 
our  own  sloops  of  war  Argus,  Peacock,  dtc,  and 
said,  he  was  not  disposed  to  sanction  that  species 
of  force  which  insured  everything  but  honor, 
and  would  surrender  still  more  of  that  tremsore 
which  he  conceived  to  have  been  already  lav- 
ishly expended.  He  moved  to  amend  the  bill  bf 
striking  out  of  that  clause  which  describes  the 
force  0?  the  vessels,  the  words  ^  not  less  than  8 
nor  more  thaa  14  guns,"  and  inserting  in  Iteu 
thereof  the  words  "  not  less  than  20  nor  more  than 
24  guns." 

Mr.  Inobbsoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  corrected  the 
impression  of  Mr.  RBEoas  to  "schooners,"  which 
word  was  not  contained  in  the  bill,  bat  the 
word  ^vessels."  Mr.  1.  was  desirous  of  amending 
the  bill  so  as  to  read  "  not  less  than  eight  nor 
more  than  twenty-two  guns."  This  he  said, 
would  be  doing  little  more  than  extending  the 
discretion  of  the  Navy  Department,  in  the  par^ 
ticular  in  which  he  thought  It  might  be  safely 
confided  in ;  and,  without  subscribing  to  the  sen- 
timents of  either  of  the  gentlemen,  he  did  not 
despair  of  being  able  to  satisfy  the  Committee 
that  the  amendment  he  proposed  would  answer 
the  purposes  of  the  Government  better  than  ia 
its  present  shape.     The  limitation  to  fourteea 

funs,  he  apprehended,  was  inserted  in  the  other 
louse  on  the  motion  of  a  gentietnan  from  Mary- 
land, (Mr.  SMtTB,)  for  whose  profeistonal  knowl- 
edge and  general  opinions  on  this  subject,  Mr.  f. 
said,  he  had  the  greatest  respect.  But  it  was  not 
the  fact,  he  believed,  that  the  best  privateers  were 
limited  to  fourteen  guns ;  and  for  proof  of  this 
assertion  he  need  only  refer  to  the  newspapers 
of  the  last  week.  One  or  two  privateers  wnich 
had  lately  come  into  port,  aAer  reaping  a  rich 
harvest  on  the  ocean,  carried  sixteen  guns.  They 
Were,  however,  manned  by  adventurous  men,  ac- 
customed to  man  and  work  what  are  called  the 
Baltimore  schooners,  and  who  without  any  dis- 
paragement to  the  officers  of  the  Navy  were  better 
qualified  than  they  for  that  pecaliar  class  of  vessels, 
Mr.  1.  favored  the  adoption  of  a  larger  class  than 
that  proposed  by  the  bill,  as  better  adapted  to  our 
officers,  and  also  to  the  nature  of  the  service.  He 
referred  to  the  cruises  of  our  sloops  of  war,  which 
had  been  brilliant  and  honorable  to  our  country, 
annoying,  mi&chievoas,  and  discreditable  to  the 
enemy.  He  was  therefore  in  favor  of  leaving  a 
discretion  in  the  {government  to  build  or  porcha^e 
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teasels  of  difimot  niefl^frotn  tig/bt  to  twenty- 
(wo  guos. 

Mr.  McKmi,  of  Maryiaod,  said  he  .was  im- 
jMressed  with  tiie  belief  that  the  smaller  desetip- 
lioo  of  Tessels  embraced  ia  the  bill  would  be 
more  beoeficial  ibao  the  large  class  oow  pro* 

J»osed.  If  we  take  a  view  of  the  craises  of  dif- 
Sereat  vessels,  pttblic  and  private,  of  variotts  sixes, 
it  most  be  obvious  that  smaller -vessels  are  abon- 
daatly  more  efficient  thao  the  larger  ones.  The 
larger  vessels  added  to  our  glory,  and  proved 
Qor  military  capacity  on  the  ocean ;  never  had 
the  valor,  intrepidity,  and  nautical  sidll  of  any 
nation  been  more  dtstinguisbed  than  those  of 
the  United  States.  But  he  was  astonished  to 
hear  any  gentleman  assert  that  small  vessels 
were  not  more  efficient  in  annoying  the  com- 
merce of  the  eoemy  than  larger  ones.  It  ap- 
peared  to  him  that  our  naval  military  renown 
had  been  raised  to  the  highest  point ;  and,  if  he 
had  the  management,  Jie  would  not  again  send 
out  our  larger  vessels  during  the  war,  for  there 
would  be  little  chance  of  meeting  with  vessels  of 
the  enemy  except  in  squadron.  Our  object  is 
now  to  attack  the  enemy  where  be  is  most  vul- 
nerable, in  his  commerce;  for  that  purpose,  he 
was  decidedly  of  opinion  the  smuller  clsss  of  ves- 
sels was  the  best,  and  the  expense  of  them  not 
more  than  thirty  or  thirty*five  thousand  dollars 
each.  Britain  oow  eojoyed  almost  the  whole 
carrying  trade  of  the  world.  It  is  in  our  power, 
in  a  great  degree,  to  deprive  her  of  the  advan- 
tages of  it,  and  he  hoped  we  should  avail  our* 
selves  of  the  opportunity. 

Mr.  WsioaT,  of  Maryland,  adverted  to  the 
cruise  of  the  Mammoth  privateer,  noticed  io  this 
morning's  paper,  and  read  it  as  an  argument  in 
favor  otthe  bill.  As  to  the  rigging,  it  was  not  pre- 
scribed in  the  bill  but  left,  as  it  should  be.  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Head  of  the  Department.  As 
to  the  discredit  of  ranniog  from  an  enemy,  Mr. 
W.  asked  if  any  honor  was  lost  if  bv  accident 
ottr  naval  officers  in  these  vessels  should  fall  into 
the  hands  of  an  enemy  treble  or  ten  times  its 
force,  or  if  they  made  every  exerMon  to  escape 
capture  by  superior  force  ?  He  contended  not. 
The  cruise  of  the  Mammoth  proves  the  efficacy 
of  these  vessels;  she  captured  and  destroyed 
twenty*one  vessels,  saw  many  cruisers,  but  escaped 
from  them  all,  anything  in  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman to  the  contrary  not  withstand  iag.  When 
France  had  been  obliged  to  shut  up  her  ships-of- 
t hemline  in  port,  she  had  greatly  aufioyea  the 
British  commerce  by  her  small  cruisers.  Let 
gentlemen  turn  their  eyes  to  the  accounts  of  the 
dissatisfaction  at  Lloyd's,  and  they  will  find  the 
enterprise  of  our  privateers  and  small  national 
armed  vcsseb  has  greatly  vexed  the  British  mer- 
chants. We  can  fit  oat  three  or  four  of  these  for 
the  cost  of  one  sloop  of  war;  even  the  smallest 
class  were  equal  to  cope  with  any  merchantmao ; 
and  they  were  not  expected  to  catch  frigates. 
The^  had  been  compared  to  hawks.  Making  use 
of  this  comparison,  he  said  he  had  never  beard  of 
a  hawk  catching  an  ^gf^t  though  eagles  fre- 
quently caught  luiwks.  For,  he  said,  these  small 
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vessels  were  not  expected  to  eneoaaier  frigates 
or  sloops  of  war.  He  compared  them  to  the  skir- 
mishers of  an  army,  who  nght  till  oot*nombered, 
and  then  retreat  to  the  main  body.  Our  large 
vessels  could  not  get  in  or  out,  whilst  these  flyers 
would  defy  the  cruisers  of  the  enemy  to  block- 
ade them.  A  privateer  of  eight  guns,  he  said, 
was  able  to  take  a  merchant  ship  of  forty  guas 
and  only  half  the  number  of  men.  He'  made 
some  allusion  to  the  use  of  liquid  fire,  to  be  used 
at  sea  and  spouted  on  the  enemy.  Qenttemen 
might  laugh  at  this  idea,  he  said,  but  he  bad  no 
doubt,  if  it  were  made  the  interest  of  the  region 
from  which  the  gentJenum  from  Massachusetts 
comes,  the  people  in  that  quarter  would  find  the 
means  of  applyiqg  thb  invention,  which  had  re- 
ceived the  warm  approbation  of  some  men  well 
skilled  in  nautical  war.  If  these  vessels  carried 
too  many  guns,  it  would  impede  their  sailing. 
This  description  of  vessels  (Baltimore  fiyers) 
required  to  be  trimmed  and  navigated  in  a  par- 
ticular wajr;  ttod  !ie  did  not  know,  if  the  enemy 
got  possession  of  one  of  thera,  but  they  would  up- 
set it  from  ignorance  of  the  manner  of  sailing  it. 
It  would  be  folly  of  an  extraordinary  kind,  Mr. 
W.  said,  to  send  our  frigates  out  for  the  purpose 
of  fighting  alone  against  so  superior  a  K>ree  as 
they  must  encounter;  for  even  the  French,  with 
their  great  navy,  had  been  obliged  to  lay  it  up 
when  at  war  with  England,  or  else  to  send  out 
squadroas  by  stealth.  As  to  these  schooners,  Mr. 
W.  said,  they  could  not  be  caught ;  you  might  as 
well  attempt  to  catch  a  bird.  They  can  sail  nearer 
the  wind  than  square  rigged  vessels,  &e.  He  kaew 
enough  of  navigation  to  know  that  they  could,  in 
that  way,  out-sail  square  rigged  vessels,  &c.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts would  sanction  this  bill  as  it  stood,  anything 
in  his  opposition  to  the  war  to  the  eontfary  not- 
withstanding. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said  he  should  vote  agaiast  this 
amendment,  in  expectation  that  the  amendment 
Mggested  by  Mr.  InoBaaoLL  wookl  be  accepted. 
He  was  in  favor  of  vesting  a  discretion  in  the 
Executive  as  to  the  precise  rate  of  these  vessels. 
Listening  attentively  to  the  arguments,  he  could 
see  no  ground  on  which  to  believe  that  the.House 
were  more  competent  to  decide  the  question  as  to 
tbe  proper  rate  of  these  vessels,  and  the  proper 
number  of  guas  or  masts  they  should  carry,  than 
the  Secretary. of  the  Navy,  to  whom  ther^orehe 
was  dispensed  to  Ciinsign  this  question.  In  respect 
to  one  point,  the  capacity  of  schooners  to  outsail 
square  rigged  vessels,  he  could  say  the  geatlenMn 
from  Maryland  was  mistaken.  He  was  informed 
by  a  naval  officer,  than  whom  there  was  none  in 
whom  more  confidence  might  be  reposed,  (Captain 
Perry.)  that  he  had  never  known  an  instance  in 
which  a  brig  of  the  United  States  bad  failed  to 
overtake  a  schooner.  The  brigs  of  the  enemy 
might  not  be  able  to  overtake  our  schooners;  but 
this  difference  arose  from  the  superiority  of  our 
seamanship.  Withoutassigniog  the  reasons  which 
satisfied  his  mind  of  the  expediency  of  a  larger 
class  of  vessels,  be  said  he  should  vote  against  this 
amendment,  with  a  view  to  vote  for  one  which 
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sfaoald  leare  a  wider  disoretion  with  the  Ezeca- 
dre. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Rebd's 
motion  to  amend  the  bill,  and  negatired — ayes 
only  40. 

Mr.  Inobbsoll  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  14^  the  maximum,  and  inserting; 
22  guns,  so  as  that  the  rate  of  the  vessels  shall 
not  fall  short  of  8  nor  exceed  22  gnus. 

This  motion  Mr.  I.  supported  by  a  speeeh.  in 
which  he  expressed  his  decided  preference  for  the 
larger  class  of  vessels.  He  reviewed  the  cruises 
of  our  frigates,  pronouncin|[  the  capture  of  the 
Guerriere  by  the  Constitution  as  having  been 
more  important,  in  iu  moral  effect,  than  all  the 
cruises  of  all  our  privateers  put  together;  and 
certainly  the  most  efficient  cruise  of  any  vessel, 
great  or  small,  had  been  that  of  the  Essex.  If 
these  vessels  were  intended  merely  to  act  as  pri- 
vateers, they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  takeoff  (he 
double  duties  on  prize  goods,  and  they  would  have 
no  occasion  to  employ  public  vessels  on  that  ser- 
vice. 

Mr.  Pleasants  spoke  in  explanation.  He  had 
DO  objection  to  the  amendment  now  proposed, 
eoing  to  extend  the  Executive  discretion,  but  that 
It  would  interfere  with  the  bill  as  it  had  been  ar- 
ranged with  some  care  in  the  Senate,  and  passed 
that  bod^.  The  idea  of  disgrace  attaching  to 
vessels  from  running  from  superior  force,  was 
more  romantic  than  real.  On  what  principles 
ought  naval  commanders,  or  even  military  com- 
manders, to  act  ?  Every  wise  general,  every  pru- 
dent sea  captain,  will  get  out  of  the  way  of  a 
force  too  heavy  for  him ;  a  ship  flies  a  frigate,  a 
frigate  a  seventy-four,  dbc.  This  objection,  he 
thouffbt,  had  as  little  weight  as  any  other  wbica 
bad  been  ur^ed. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Imgersoll,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  William  Reed  then  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  so  as  to  put  it  in  execution,  "as  soon  asmea- 
'  sures  are  taken  to  equip  for  sea  such  of  the  larger 
'  vessels  directed  to  be  built  by  former  laws,  as  are 
'  in  such  a  state  of  forwardness  as  that  they  may 
<  bee<)uipped  during  the  ensuing  winter." 

This  motion  he  supported  by  a  speech  of  con- 
siderable length,  in  wnieh  he  expressed  a  want  of 
confidence  in  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department, 
which  prevented  him  from  relying  implicitly  on 
him  for  the  faithful  execution  of  this  trust,  unless 
he  were  bound  to  it  by  a  special  provision  like 
this.  He  adverted  to  the  state  of  these  vessels  ; 
the  inactivity  of  preparation.  Why  they  were 
left  defenceless,  and  obliged  to  rely  on  the  indul- 
gence or  generosity  of  the  States  for  the  cannon 
to  protect  thorn,  he  could  not  say,  but  he  should 
be  glad  to  know.  He  made  a  number  of  other 
remarks  in  this  strain,  and  to  show  the  advan- 
tages the  United  States  would  derive  from  send- 
ing these  vessels  out  this  Winter,  which  was  not 
yet  too  late  to  be  accomplished  by  a  zealous, 
faithful,  and  active  officer,  &c.  Though  no  friend 
10  the  war,  he  was  disposed  by  active  exertions  to 
bring  it  to  as  speedy  a  close  as  possible,  dke« 


Mr.  Wbiobt  and  Mr.  Pl.babant8  rery  decid- 
edly opposed  this  motion,  on  the  ground  of  the 
very  unnecessary  delay  it  would  oeeasion  to  the 
execution  of  this  bill,  which  ought  to  be  carried 
into  effect  promptly,  if  at  alL  The  two  objeeu 
did  not  conflict,  nor  were  they  connected ;  and 
the  amendment  was  therefore  injudicious.  The 
Gtoveraroent  bad.  no  doubt,  made  every  exertion 
to  get  these  vessels  ready,  compatible  with  other 
engagements,  and  the  urgencv  of  the  ease,  dbc. 

This  motion  was  negatived — ayes  only  25. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House,  who  agreed  to  the  ameodmeat 
which  had  been  made  to  iu 

Mr.  William  Rbeo  then  moved  to  strike  ont 
eight,  the  minimum  of  force,  and  insert  "■  eight- 
een ;"  which  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and 
nays — yeas  43,  nays  96. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 


Weonesdat,  November  9. 

Mr.  KiLBOUBN,  of  Ohio,  presented  a  memorial 
of  seven  hundred  and  twenty-nine  peraoas^  P^^y- 
ing,  for  reasons  thereia  stated,  that  certain  pablic 
lands  may  be  appropriated  and  sold  at  twelve  and 
a  half  cents  the  acre  to  actual  settlers.  On  the 
question  to  refer  the  same  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  there  were  for  the  motion  48^ 
against  it  50.  So  the  House  refused  to  refer  the 
said  memorial,  which  faUs  on  the  table  of  conise. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  from  the  District  Com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  a  bank  in  Alexandria,  by  the  name 
and  style  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria; 
whiqh  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Castille,  of  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  **anihoriziog-  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
built  or  purchased  the  vessels  therein  described,'- 
as  amended  in  this  House,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed,  without  opposition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  the 
House  resolved  iuelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  anthorizing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  make  an  additional  allowance,  during 
the  present  war,  to  masters  of  vessels  for  bringing 
home  destitute  and  diuressed  American  seamen 
to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Eppes  quoted  the  letters  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  at  the  last  session  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  bill;  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  no  larger  appropriaiioo  is  asked  for 
than  that  annually  nouide,  but  the  appropriatioo 
of  a  gross  sum  of  the  same  amount  is  recom- 
mended, and  also  the  repeal  of  the  limitation  aov 
provided  often  dollars  for  each  seaman  so  broogki 
into  the  United  States. 

The  Committee  reported  the  bill  withoot 
amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  bill  directing  the  staff  officers  of  the  Army 
to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the  naval  and 
marine  officers  in  certain  cases,  having  been 
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called  over,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants, 
of  Virginia,  postponed  until  to-morrow  week. 

WATS  AND  MEANS. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  "  to  provide  ad- 
'  ditional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 

*  Groverament,  and  sustaining  the  public  credit,  by 

*  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  Uni- 

*  ted  States,  and  amending  the  act  laying  duties 
^  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors." 

The  bill  contain^  twenty-seven  sections,  all  of 
mere  detail,  conformable  to  the  resolutions  which 
have  passed  the  Hou?e,  except  the  following: 

8sc.  36.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thst  towsrds 
establishing  an  sdequste  revenue  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  expenses  of  Government,  for  the  punctu- 
al payment  of  the  puUic  debt,  principal  and  interest, 
contracted  and  to  be  contrmcted,  aoeording  to  the  terms 
of  the  eontraets  respectiveJy ;  and  for  creating  an  ade- 
quate sinking  Aind  gradoaUy  to  reduce,  and  eventually 
to  extinguish  the  public  debt,  contracted,  and  to  be 
contracted;  the  rates  and  duties  laid  and  imposed  by 
this  act,  and  the  duties  laid  and  imposed  upon  licenses 
to  distillers,  in  and  by  the  said  act,  entitled  ^ An  act 
laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous 
liquors,"  shall  continue  to  be  laid,  levied,  and  collected 
during  the  present  war  between  us  and  Great  Britain, 
and  until  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be  completely 
accomplished,  anything  in  the  said  act  of  Congress  to 
the  contrary  thereof,  in  any  wise,  notwithstanding. 
And  for  the  eflbctual  application  of  the  revenue  to  be 
raised  by  and  from  the  said  duties  to  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  in  due  form  of  law,  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  pledged:  Provided  aiways.  That 
whenever  Congress  shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  alter, 
reduce,  or  change  the  said  duties  or  either  of  them,  it 
shall  be  lawful  so  to  do,  upon  providing  and  snbstitu- 
tiog  by  laW|^  at  the  same  time,  and  for  the  same  pur- 
poses, other  duties  which  shall  be  equally  productive 
with  the  duties  so  altered,  reduced,  or  changed :  And 
provided  furthert  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  be  deemed  or  construed  in  any  wLm  to  rescind  or 
impair  any  specific  appropriation  of  the  said  duties  or 
either  of  them ;  but  such  appropriation  shall  remain 
and  be  carried  into  effect  accordmg  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  the  law  and  laws  making  the  same, 
anything  in  thii  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

8kc.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  au- 
thorise the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  anticipate  the 
collection  and  receipt  of  the  duties  Isid  and  imposed 
by  this  act,  and  by  the  said  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying 
duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  by 
obtaining  a  loan,  upon  the  pledge  of  the  said  duties  for 
the  reimbursement  thereof,  to  an  amount  not  exceed- 
ing six  millions  of  dollars,  and  at  a  rate  of  interest  not 
exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum.  And  any  bank 
or  banks  now  incorporated,  or  which  may  hereaAer  be 
incorporated,  nnder  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
is»  and  are,  hereby  authorized  to  make  such  loan:  Pro* 
vided  always,  and  it  is  expressly  declared.  That  the 
money  so  obtained  upon  loan,  shall  be  applied  to  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  to  which  the  said  duties  so  to  be 
pledged  are  by  this  act  applied  and  appropriated,  and 
to  no  other  purposes  whatsoever. 

The  bill  was  committed.— And  on  motion,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  Norember  10. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  do  not  concur  in  the  amendment 
proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  **  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
built  or  purchased  the  vessels  therein  described." 

A  motion  was  then  m^de  by  Mr.  Pleas amts, 
that  this  House  do  recede  from  their  amendment 
to  the  bill,  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate  as  aforesaid. 
And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative:  Whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  this  House'do  insist  on  the  said 
amendment,  and  ask  a  conference  upon  the  sub- 
ject-matter thereof. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  William  Reed,  and  Mr. 
Inoersoll,  were  appointed  the  managers  at  the 
said  conference  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendments  of  this  House  to  the  bill  "  to  au- 
thorize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
to  be  built  or  purchased  the  vessels  therein  de- 
scribed," and  agree  to  the  conference  asked  upon 
the  subject-matter  thereof,  and  have  appointed 
managers  on  their  part. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State, 
during  the  present  war,  to  make  an  additional  al- 
lowance to  masters  of  vessels  for  bringing  home 
destitute  and  distressed  American  seamen,  waa 
read  a  third  lime,  and  leased. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Chalmers,  jr.  The  bill  was  discussed,  and  its 
object  explained  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  (Mr.  YANOBT^and  by  the  read- 
ing of  the  report  of  the  Committee,  and  then  re- 
ported to  the  House. 

After  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  some 
discussion  took  place  on  the  point,  whether  Mr. 
Chalmers  did  or  did  not  receive  timely  notice  of 
the  intention  to  burn  the  building  containing  the 
yarn,  dec,  which  was  destroyed.  The  bill  was 
eventually  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Eppes  of  Virginia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kilbourn,  of  Ohio,  the  peti- 
tion which  he  presented  vesterday,  praying  for 
the  exposure  of  the  public  lands  for  sale  at  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  per  acre  to  actual  settlers,  was 
taken  up  and  referred. 

ARMY  SUPPLIES  AND  DISCIPLINE. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  offered  for 
consideration  the  following  resolutions : 

lUiohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affaire 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  changing 
the  present  mode  of  supplying  the  Army  by  contracts^ 
or  some  other  better  calculated  for  a  state  of  war,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
inform  the  House  whether  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  is  trained  hy  any  one  uniform  system  of  dim- 
pline ;  and,  if  not,  what  are  the  causes  which  have 
prevented  it. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  it  was  not  necessary  to 

state  to  the  House,  that  next  to  haying  an  army, 

I  to  have  it  well  supplied  and  well  traia«4  was 
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an  object  of  the  peatett  imporlanee.  He  hid 
been  informed,  from  a  source  to  be  relied  oo,  that 
the  present  mode  of  supplying  the  Army,  whilst 
It  subjected  the  public  to  speculations  by  the  con- 
tractors, was  frequently  on  great  emergencies 
found  wholly  inefficieot.  One  of  the  most  itn- 
portant  enterprises  in  the  South  would  have  fail- 
ed in  consequence  of  the  deficiency  of  the  con- 
tractor, had  not  the  difficulty  been  orercome  by 
the  great  energy  of  the  Commanding  General  oo 
that  occasion.  There  was,  he  had  also  under- 
stood, a  variance  in  the  discipline  of  the  Army, 
in  consequence  of  five  or  six  difierent  systems 
employed  in  training  of  the  Army.  So  great 
was  this  variance,  that  no  large  body  of  our 
Army,  Brown's  command  perhaps  excepted,  could 
be  properly  exercised  together. 
The  resolutions  were  agreed  to 

WAY6  AND  MBAN& 

Mr.  Eppes,  by  general  consent,  made  a  report 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  three 
million  loan  bill.  [This  amendment  proposes  to 
pledge,  to  pay  the  interest  and  ffradually  redeem 
the  principal  of  this  particular  loan,  a  portion  of 
the  internal  duties  now  existing,  or  to  be  hereaf- 
ter imposed.]  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  recommend  a  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia  siid,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  had  under  consideration 
the  propriety  of  a  general  increase  of  the  Sinking 
Fund.  They  considered  it  proper  that  any  mea- 
sure of  this  kind  ought  to  apply  to  all  the  new 
stock,  and  not  to  a  small  portion  of  it.  On  this 
subject  they  had  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  requesting  him  to  state  those 
particulars  of  information  which  were  necessary 
to  enable  the  Committee  to  take  up  the  whole  sub- 
ject, and  place  the  new  debt  of  the  United  States 
upon  the  same  firm  and  soIJd  basis  that  the  old 
debt  had  previouslv  been  placed  on.  If  the  House 
were  of  opinion  tnat  it  would  be  better  to  apply 
this  principle  to  a  fragment  of  the  debt,  than  to 
make  the  general  provision  he  had  suggested,  they 
would  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 
If,  however,  it  was  their  opinion  that  every  pub- 
lic creditor  ought  fo  receive  the  same  measure 
of  justice,  and  that  no  line  of  discrimination 
ougnt  to  be  drawn  between  them,  the  rule  ought 
to  be  extended  to  all  the  new  debt,  if  to  any. 
The  Committee  had  oo  these  grounds  determined 
to  recommend  a  disagreement  to  the  Senate's 
amendment.  On  this  view  of  the  subject,  when 
the  House  refected  that  they  had  already  gimn 
the  most  sttbatantial  picdgesto  impose  sufficient 
taxes;  when  a  bill  had  been  reported  containing 
a  provision  for  ereatioif  an  adequate  Sinking 
Fund,  and  paying  the  interest  of  the  debt,  and 
thus  reviving  the  public  credit,  he  hoped  the 
House  would  think  with  him,  that  it  would  be 
more  correct  to  take  that  course  than  to  adopt 
4he  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

The  question  to  disagree  to  the^  amendment  of 
Ike  Benate,  wim  deoided  in  the 


FuDAT,  November  11. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  New  York,  Isaac 
Williams,  jr.,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  the  President 
«nd  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria,  praying 
that  their  charter  may  be  so  amended  as  that  ibey 
may  be  aothorixed  to  issoe  notes  for  any  sum  not 
less  than  one  dollar. — ^Referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Lbwis  presented  a  petition  of  enndry  in- 
habitants  of  the  counties  of  Augusta,  Rocking- 
ham, and  Shenandoah,  in  the  Siats  of  Virsioia, 
who  profess  themselves  to  be  of  that  class  of  citi- 
zens called  ancient  Gkrman  Baptists,  Tonkards^ 
and  Menonists;  and  are  eoascientiously  scropo- 
loos  of  bearing  arms,  praying  to  be  protected  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  their  religions  liberties,  and 
liberty  of  cooscieaee,«eeording  to  the  faitb. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Milttary  Affairs. 

Mr.  fippBS,  Irom  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Revenue  to  causea  clerk  in  iiisoffiee 
to  aid  him  in  signing  licenses ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  nod  resd  the 
third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Bpp£8  also  reported  a  bill  to  provide  addi- 
tional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Grov- 
ernment  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by 
duties  on  sales  at  auction  ;  on  the  postage  of  let- 
ters ;  on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchandise;  on  carriages  for  the 
conveyance  of  persona;  and  on  plated  liaraess; 
whioh  was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  Jekminos,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  4ih  instant,  reported  a  bill  toaoihortze  the 
publication  of  the  lawsof  the  United  States  wifhio 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  «od  resd 
the  third  time  to*morrow. 

An  engTMsed  bill  toantboviae  the  Oommis- 
sioner  of  the  Revenue  to  caosea  derk  in  his  office 
to  aid  him  in  signing  licenses  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of -Mr.  Covonrr, 

Reaahed,  That  the  report  and  documents  sub- 
mitted to  the  House,  on  the  9(h  of  April  last,  by 
the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  maa- 
ner  of  making  contracts  for  supplying  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Eipeoditures,  with  iostructioiis  to  in- 
quire in  what  particular  insuncas,  if  any,  the 
public  moneys  advanced  to  qnartsroaasters  and 
army  contractors  have  been  miasppliad;  what 
lones,  if  any,  are  Ukely  to  hesasiaiosd,uid  what 
measures,  if  any,  are  taken  for  tbeir  recovery; 
and  that  >aid  eomatttee  be  further  insirtieted  to 
inquire  and  report  to  this  House,  in  what  par- 
ticular instances,  if  any^  the  supplies  of  proTtstoas 
and  other  necessaries,  furnished  by  the  contrac- 
tors for  the  use  of  the  militia,  when  in  service, 
have  been  found  to  be  either  deficient  in  qoaodty 
or  unfit  for  use,  together  with  such  amendmrats 
as  the  laws  on  these  subjecu  may,  in  their  opinion, 
require. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  War  Depanment,  stating,  that  few  or 
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DO  nmterid  ptpen  were  lost,  daring  the  late  in* 
cuntoo  of  the  eoeiny. 

A  messise  won  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
aistjo^  on  their  amendment  to  ihe  three  million 
loan  bill,  and  inviilng  a  conference.  On  motion 
of  Mr,  Bppbs,  the  Hoose  insisted  on  their  disa- 
greement, and  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Sen* 
ate  to  a  conference. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yanoey  of  North 
Carolioa.  reanmed  tbeeonsideracioaof  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  Chalmers,  jr.  Further  evidence 
in  sapport  of  his  claim  wma  prodnced  and  read. 

The  motion  depending  on  the  former  discussion 
of  the  bill,  was  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

The  questions  now  presented  by  it  were  these: 
1.  Whether  this  was  a  class  of  cases,  which,  if 
eiearly*  established,  was  entitled  to  the  favorable 
attention  of  Congress?  2.  Whether,  if  it  was  such 
a  oaae,  it  would  be  proper  to  act  singly  on  this 
case,  without  reference  to  others  of  a  similar 
character?  3.  Whether  the  statemeot  of  facts 
was  supported  by  the  evidence  ?  On  the  two  first 
of  these  points,  the  opinion  appeared  to  be  gen- 
erally favorable  to  the  claimant,  considering  his 
case  entirely  stit  generis.  On  the  last  point,  there 
was  a  difierence  of  opinion,  on  the  ground  that 
the  House  had  not  before  it  as  conclusive  evidence 
on  the  subject  as  was  within  their  reach. 

In  the  end,  however,  the  motion  to  recommit 
the  bill  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Ftac,  of  New  York,  called  up  the  National 
Bank  bill ;  but,  on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Gaston  of 
North  Carolina  that  time  had  not  been  allowed 
since  it  was  reported  for  the  due  consideration  of 
its  provisions,  waived  his  motion,  and  gave  notice 
that  he  should  call  it  up  on  Monday. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  making  further 
provision  "for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regular 
Army  by  classifying  the  free  male  population  of 
the  United  States;'' having  been  called  over — 

Mr.  LowN nsB,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  further  consideration  of  this  order  of  the  day  be 
postponed  until  Tuesday  next.  In  support  of  this 
motion,  he  urged  the  impropriety  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature  acting  at  the  same 
time  on  two  bills,  with  totally  distinct  provisions, 
having  the  same  object  in  view.    If  both  should 

fass,  the  interchange  ofthe  bills  would  place  each 
iouse  in  an  awkward  predicament.  In  any  view, 
no  time  could  be  saved  by  acting  on  this  bill, 
pending  the  discussion  of  another  bill  on  the  same 
subject  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature. 

The  question  on  postpooement  w«8  carried  in 
the  aflSrmative  without  a  division. 

PEimON  OF  WIUJAM  ARNOLD. 
Mr.  CoifrPpaLL,  firora  the  Coma»ittea  on  Pen- 
stone  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  a  report 
oa  the  petition  of  Wilham  Arnold;  which  was 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Monday  next.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

That  iha  patitiottss  states  that  ha  was  nosBSBsed  of  a 
losa  efioe  oaitjiicare^  assoed  fioas  the  foan  office  ia 


Masnehosellar  pi^Matol^rislSfhii  Olarii,  or  .^mmmw,^ 
ibr  $600,  and  dated  the  S6Ch  Oelaber«  1777.  Thalott 
tha  S7th  Bssembee,  1787,  bis  hottM  was  bunt.  Mid, 
with  it,  this  certificate,  dte.  Ha  pssgra  thsl  snothsr 
osrtificats  of  like  vslae  may  be  issnsd  to  hsia. 

From  the  papers  sabmitted  to  the  linuiiaitiiis,  it  ap» 
pears  tliat  ths  noose  of  the  petitioner  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  as  stated  in  the  petitioB ;  that  the  said  certifi- 
cate had  been  in  the  possessinn  of  the  petitisBar ;  that 
the  fret  of  its  destroction  was  made  known  to  two  wit- 
nesses soon  after  it  happened ;  and  that  notice  of  said 
destruction  was  given  in  one  of  the  pnMio  jpapezs  of 
Boston,  and  also  in  the  Newport  IkraUL  These  ad* 
vertissments  wsie  not  insertaa,  hawaver  antU  Oelaber, 

1790,  nearly  three  years  after  thedestaroetioa. 

In  DeceoOiar,  ITtMl,  tha  patiltoner  aoliiad  the  eon- 
OHssioner  of  loans  at  Boslan  of  the  fiuit,  and  deposited 
wkh  hiai  the  evideaea  thereof    That  ia  Neveasber, 

1791,  he  petttioned  Congnsas  on  the  sabjee^  whioh 
WM  refiBned  ta  the  Seoretary  of  the  Trsasary,  who 
made  his  report  in  April,  1793.  This  report  was  r^ 
ferred  to  the  committee  who  reported  thereon,  but  the 
roMrt  was  not  fiirther  scted  on. 

From  the  above  frets  it  appears  that  the  petitioner 
has  complied  with  the  requisites  of  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  10th  of  Msj,  1780,  in  every  particular 
except  as  to  the  time  in  which  notice  should  Imve 
been  given  of  the  destruction. 

It  dso  appears,  by  a  letter  received  from  the  Au^ 
tor  of  the  Treasniy,  that  this  claim  was  presented  sad 
registered  hi  his  oflloe  on  the  39th  of  Msy»  1796, 
which  is  within  the  time  preeciibed  by  the  act  of  tha 
91st  April,  1794;  aad  that  the  rssson  why  it  wss  not 
reoogaised  and  settled  wa%  that  the  advsrtisamaal  of 
the  destrostion  ofthe  eertiflcata  was  too  lata  to  eatitia 
the  chdaant  to  reUe£ 

Froas  tha  frasgoing  frets,  the  ooaunittee  fral  satis- 
fied that  the  daiai  is  a  jast  oae;  and  they  find  no 
legal  objection  to  its  being  allowed,  except  that  tha 
provision  of  the  resolve  of  1780,  relative  to  the  notaoe 
of  the  destroction  of  the  certificate  has  not  been  eoai* 
plied  with.  They  do  not  think  this  objectien  sufficiant 
to  bar  the  daim.  It  may  not  be  proper,  on  slight  oo* 
casiona^  to  forego  the  provisions  of  a  law  founded  in 
wisdom,  snd  thereby  give  precedents  to  sanction  daima 
supported  neither  by  law  nor  equity ;  bnt  when  to  ob- 
tain justice  it  is  necessaiy  to  do  so,  the  committee  frel 
not  only  willing,  bnt  bound  to  do  it  They,  thersfore» 
recommend  the  adoption  ofthe  Ibtlowing  resdution: 

RaoMtt  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  ta 
be  granted. 

Taaasaav  DasAwnitHT, 

Audiior^s  Office^  October  38, 1814. 

8ia :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  37th  instant* 
I  have  the  honor  to  sUte,  that  the  daim  of  William 
Arnold  for  the  renewal  of  a  loan  office  certificate  of 
the  nominal  value  of  six  hundred  dollars,  under  tha 
act  nf  the  31st  April,  1794,  was  presented  snd  regis- 
tered at  this  office*  on  the  39th  May,  1796;  and  thai 
the  papers  in  relation  thereto  (believed  to  be  the  same 
now  ofiered  in  support  of  his  petition)  remamed  in 
my  possession  until  the  6th  of  Msreh,  1814,  whan  they 
were  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Potter  of  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives.  Ths  objection  to  the  adnassiQn  of  this 
daha  at  the  Trsasnry ,  as  noted  on  a  general  sl«iaBMnt 
furnished  the  chairman  of  the  ComButlee  of  GkiflM, 
OB  the  8th  of  March,  1803,  were  m  tha  foUowmg 
waida:  -  The  dsstruetiaB  appears  to  have  tak^a  p^ce 
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OB  the  STth  Deosttber,  1787,  bot  was  not  advertised 
VBtal  tbe  month  of  Oetober,  1790,  which  was  too  late 
to  entitle  the  daimant  to  the  benefit  of  the  act"  The 
petition  and  doenmenta  are  herewith  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  reefiect,  air,  your 
obedient  hnmble  eerrant, 

R.  HARRISON. 
Hon.  JoBX  C.  Chaffbll, 

Chmrman  of  Commiitee  on  Pondotu^  4re. 

PAY  OF  THE  TROOPS. 

Mr.  Harris,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  for  con- 
sideration  the  foUowiog  resolutioo : 

JUiohedf  That  the  Committee  of  Wajrs  and  Means 
be  instrocted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing bj  law  that  any  kmd  of  money  which  may  be  paid 
•  Inr  the  GoTomment  to  the  troop  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  lor  military  services,  shall  be  receivable 
in  payment  from  the  people  for  their  taxes. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  the  propriety  of  offering  the 
resolution  bad  suggested  itself  to  bis  miod  from 
the  circumstance  of  the  Tennessee  troops  having 
been  paid  for  their  services  in  the  Creek  war, 
with  Chilicoihe  notes.  It  was  true,  he  said  that 
some  of  the  ootes  were  made  payable  in  Balti- 
more and  Philadelphia,  but  many  of  them  were 
payable  at  the  Cbilicotbe  Bank,  in  Ohio.  These 
notes,  he  said,  would  not  pass  in  Tennessee,  with- 
out a  discount  of  from  ten  to  twenty-five  per  cent, 
and  that  the  tax  gatherers  were  not  authorized  to 
receive  them  in  the  payment  of  taxes.  Mr.  H. 
said  that  a  provision  like  the  one  contemplated  by 
the  resolution,  would  nreveot  the  paymasters 
from  speculating  upon  tlie  people.  That  ii  was 
now  in  the  power  of  the  paymasters  to  make  ar- 
rangements so  as  to  pay  troops  off  with  notes  on 
the  mo»t  distant  and  mconvenient  banks,  and  af- 
terwards to  have  them  purchased  up  at  a  consid- 
erable discount.  It  was  a  fact,  he  said,  that  the 
Chilicotbe  notes  would  not  be  taken  from  the 
people  in  Tennessee,  even  by  the  merchants. with- 
out a  discount  of  at  least  ten  per  cent.  He  said 
that  the  Tennessee  troops  whu  fought  last  Winter 
the  Creek  war,  aod  returned  covered'with  scars, 
received  for  their  services  these  notes,  which  are 
not  allowed  to  be  taken  in  the  payment  of  their 
taxes.  For  this  evil  he  hoped  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  would  be  able  to  provide  a 
remedy. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SMALL  ARMED  VESSELS. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  from  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  relative  to  the  oill  authorizing  the 
purchase  or  building  of  not  more  than  twenty 
amali  armed  vessels,  made  a  report  recommend- 
ing the  House  to  strike  out  the  words  "  twenty- 
two"  guns  and  insert  **  sixteen ;''  so  as  that  the 
▼esaels  to  be  built  or  purchased  shall  carry  not  less 
than  eight  nor  more  than  sixteen  guns* 

Mr.  P.  stated,  that  on  recurring  to  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  recommending  the 
authorization  of  those  vessels,  it  appeared  that 
thev  were  intended  to  be  schooners.  It  was  pretty 
well  understood  that  sixteen  was  the  largest 
niiinber  of  guns  which  the  largest  class  of  schooa- 1 


era  carries.  The  vessels  embraeed  by  the  lull 
were  considered  by  the  Naval  Committee  merely 
in  the  light  of  a  temporary  acquisition,  not  as  a 
permanent  addition  to  the  Navy.  Vessels  of  this 
description  could  be  very  readily  obtained,  pre- 
pared with  great  facility  and  sent  to  sea  with  ex- 
pedition, (which  was  a  great  object,)  and  wheo 
there  was  no  longer  occasion  for  them,  could  be 
disposed  of  at  their  full  value.  All  these  consid* 
eraiions,  combined,  urged  the  adoption  of  the 
modification  proposed  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  W.  Rbbd,  of  Massachusetts  not  desiring 
to  repeat  arguments  he  had  heretofore  urged  on 
this  subject,  said  he  rose  only  to  remind  the  House 
of  the  abortion  of  former  attempts  to  procure  by 
purchase  a  temporary  naval  force.  As  to  the  dis- 
posal of  them  at  the  end  of  the  war,  Mr.  R.  said 
most  probably  the  enemy  would  take  care  of  thent 
all  before  the  end  of  the  Winter. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  conference  was 
then  agreed  to. 

Saturoay,  November  12. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  ^  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States;"  in  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  is  committed 
the  bill  making  further  provision  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  tbe  regular  Army,  by  classifying  the  free 
male  population  of  the  United  States. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  publication 
of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States  within  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  Stales,  was  read  tbe  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Chal- 
mers, jun.,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  aod  Means  were  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediencjr  of  imposing  a  doty  on  all  goods 
and  merchandise  imported  into  the  United  SiateS| 
that,  under  the  existing  laws,  may  be  admitted  to 
entry  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre- 
emption on  the  purchase  of  lands  to  certain  set- 
tlers in  the  Indiana  Territory ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Viriginia,  made  the  following 
report  from  the  committee  of  conference: 

**  The  manageiB  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  on 
the  part  of  the  House  of  Kepcesentatives,  at  the  con- 
ference on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  disagreed  to 
by  the  House  of  Reptesenterivas,  to  the  bill  entitled 
*An  act  to  aothoriae  a  loan  fn  a  sum  not  exceeding 
three  milUons  of  dollars,'  report,  that  the  Senate  6o 
recede  from  their  amendments  to  the  said  bill,  except 
so  much  thereof  as  strikes  out  the  last  danae  of  the 
6th  section,  and  do  agree,  as  a  substitute  therefiv,  to 
the  two  following  section^  dec 

**  Sxc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in  addi- 
tion to  the  annual  sum  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  here- 
tofore appropriated  to  the  Sinking  Pond,  adequate  and 
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permuMDl  ftindi  fhallt  dvriag  the  paMnt  ■mrinn  of 
CoDgiesSf  be  proTided  and  appropnated  for  the  pajr- 
inent  of  the  intereit,  and  reimbursement  of  the  pnnci- 
pal  of  said  stock  created  by  this  act 

<«8xc.  7,  And  be  it  fisrther  enaekd.  That  an  ade- 

2iiate  and  permanent  sinking  fand,  gradnally  to  re- 
nce,  and  eventually  to  extbfniish  the  pubUc  debt, 
oontmeted  and  to  be  oontracted  daring  the  present 
war»  shall  also  be  established  daring  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress." 

The  report  having  been  read,  it  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Eppcs,  ordered  to  He  oo  the  table,  until  the 
bill  shoald  be  returned  from  the  Senate.  It  was 
sabseqoentiy  taken  up,  and  the  report  agreed  to. 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

The  following  resolutions  were  submitted  for 
consideration  by  Mr.  Hall. 

1.  Remfhed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
aathorixing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issae  notes 
convenient  ibr  circulation,  to  the  amount  of  —  mil- 
lions  of  dollars,  under  such  checks  as  may  be  thought 
best  calculated  to  detect  counterfeits,  in  which  alone, 
and  gold  and  silver,  shall  all  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  or 
debts  due,  or  which  hereafter  become  doe  to  tile  Uni- 
ted States,  be  paid. 

3.  Heaohedj  That  the  Treasuiy  notes  which  may  be 
issiied  as  albresaid,  shall  be  a  legal  tender  in  all  debts 
dae»  or  which  may  hereafter  become  due,  between  the 
dtixens  of  the  United  Stetes,  or  between  a  citiien  of 
the  United  States  and  a  cttixen  or  subject  of  any  iof' 
eign  State  or  Kingdom. 

3.  Kesobfcdf  That  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President*  shall  cause  to  be  purchased, 
in  each  State  and  Territory,  and  in  each  collection 
district  thereof,  as  nearly  as  circumstances  will  permit, 
supplies  for  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  amount  of  taxes  to  be  collected  in  each  State, 
Territory,  and  collection  district 

4.  Rssoived,  That  any  indiridual,  or  body  corporate 
or  politic,  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  from  the 
date  of  Uke  Treasury  notes,  by  them  held,  and  annu- 
ally thereafter  at  their  edition,  may  fimd  the  same,  and 
receive  in  lieu  thereof  six  per  cent  stock. 

6.  Buohedj  That,  after  paying  the  annual  amount 
of  principal  and  interest  of  the  existing  public  debt, 
and  the  mterest  which  may  accrue  on  the  stock  cre- 
ated, by  funding  the  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  whole  amount  of 
taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  sales  of  public  lands^  shall 
be  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  which  may 
remain  in  dreulation. 

Upon  each  of  these  resolutions  Mr.  H.  made  a 
number  of  remarks.  He  said  they  embracedi  to- 
gether, a  system,  he  verily  believed  was  the  only 
one  wnieh  would  relieve  the  United  States  from 
their  present  difficulty,  and  support  the  public 
credit  in  future.  The  want  of  a  circulating  me- 
dium was  generally  felt;  and,  indeed,  without  it, 
the  people  in  the  interior  would  be  unable  to  pay 
their  taxes,  deprived  as  they  were  of  a  market  for 
their  surplus  produce.  Bank  paper  of  one  section 
of  the  country  was  in  a  state  of  depreciation  in 
another;  and  unless  some  medium  of  general 
credit  was  immediately  established,  incalculable 
evils  would  result,  Slc. 


The  question  on  eoostderation  of  these  resolves 
was  taken  separately,  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Oakley. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  1st,  3d,  4th| 
and  5th,  but  refused  to  consider  the  2d^  by  the 
following  vote,  as  taken  by  yeas  and  nays — ^for 
considering  it  42,  against  it  95,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs,  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave^ 
ry.  Bard,  Bamett,  Bowen,  Borwell,  Butler,  Cannoo» 
Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  CrawfM,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Earle»  Forney,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
son,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Har^ 
ris,  Hubbard,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  Macon,  Me- 
Coy,  Parker,  Pickens,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Roane,  Robertson*  Shiph^rd,  Sunford,  and 
Williams. 

Nays — Messrs.  Archer,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,. 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley, 
Brigham,  Brown,  Gsperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cham- 
pion, Chappell,  Cllley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creigh- 
ton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Guthbert,  Dana,  Davenport, 
Duvall,Ely,Fisk  of  Vermont  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Ged- 
des,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbnuck,  Hawes,  Hawkms^ 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Humphiejs,  Hungerford,  Hul- 
bert,  IngersoU,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Viigiiiia,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  Mm- 
saehusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Le«ri% 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  Markell,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean, 
Moore,  Moseley,  Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pearson, 
Piper,  Pitkin,  PleasanU,  John  Reed,  William  Reed, 
Rich,  Rttggles,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  ShejBfey,  Shar^ 
wood,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Penn* 
sylvania.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Udree,  Vose, 
Ward  of  MassachusetU,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Winter,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

The  question  having  been  stated  on  agreeing 
to  the  other  resolutions — 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  said,  that,  io 
the  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  he  should  assign  reasons, 
which  he  hoped  would  appear  satistactory,  for 
the  motion  he  was  about  to  make.  The  resolu- 
tions, so  far  as  they  were  directory  to  the  com- 
mittee, enjoined  oo  it  no  other  duties  than  it  had 
already  performed.  To  establish  a  circulating 
medium,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  bad 
proposed,  in  their  report,  at  an  early  day  in  the 
session,  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  in  many  respects 
resembliog  the  species  of  paper  embraced  in  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  Soon  after 
the  committee  made  this  report,  a  correspondence 
had  been  opened  through  toe  chairman,  between 
the  committee  and  the  new  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  which  correspondence  had  been  already 
laid  before  the  House.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  believing  that  the  emission  of  Treas- 
ury notes  could  only  be  made  with  advantage  to 
a  certain  extent,  had  thought  proper  to  suggest  a 
proposition  for  supplying  a  circulating  mediuni 
of  general  confidence,  by  establishing  a  National 
Bank.  After  receiving  and  reporting  this  corre^- 
pondence,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
bad  thought  proper  to  report,  in  general  terms,  a 
resolution  that  it  is  expedient  to  esublish  a  Na- 
tional Bank }  which  resolution  h^d  received  the 


^9 


HtSTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


560 


H.  ofR. 


Bank  of  the  OkUed  Skater. 


NPbTBitiHn,mi« 


sanction  of  the  Honse.  A  plan,  in  parsuance  of 
that  resolution,  had  been  reported,  and  wa«  now 
in  possession  of  the  House.  The  House  were 
then  in  possession  of  two  projects ;  the  onefirst  re- 
ported, for  issuing  Treasury  notes,  and  that  now 
reported  for  the  establishment  of  a  bank.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  resolutions  now  before  the  House,  was 
to  direct  the  committee  to  make  an  inqnirf  al- 
ready made,  and  its  result  reported  to  the  House. 
l:reasury  notes  must  be  tb«  alternative,  if  a  Na- 
tional Bank  be  not  established;  and  when  the 
House  should  so  decide,  the  committee  wdiild 
have  pleasure  in  carrying  the  wishes  of  the  House 
into  efiect.  In  the  meantime,  Mr.  G.  moved  that 
these  resolves  should  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hall  said,  he  was  well  aware  of  the  first 
report  made  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  also  of  the  second,  which  had  been 
adopted  by  the  House.  This  was  the  only  rea« 
son  which  induced  him  to  bring  forward  those 
reaolntions;  because  he  believed  the  system  rec- 
ommended by  th«  Committee  of  Ways  and  M«ana 
to  be  totally  inaid^^t^  to  tbe  occasion.  It^as 
profpoaed  to  eatabhsh  a  bank  of  fifty  mtllioos  of 
dollars,  with  onlf  slv  iftiltions  of  specie.  To  him 
tlria  ai^earvd'oir^  of  the  iflOst  extraordinary^  prop- 
osfttons  ever  laid  before  a  public  body.  It  wts 
titiie  to  lay  asid^  these  visionary  projects,  and 
c(kn^  to  a"  direct  questioti  on  some  practicable 
a^^tetn.  fiSstablish  your  banlr^  said  Mr.  H.,  and 
wtlat  will  be  the  consequence  ?  It  Will  be  estab- 
Hi^h'ed  at  last  only  oh  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
nidtit;  because  forty-four  out  of  fifty  millions  of 
the  capital  are  to  be  paid  in  stock.  If  the  bills 
of  the  bank  circulate,  it  will  be  on  the  credit  of 
the  Government,  and  not  on  the  credit  of  the  cap- 
itif.  As  to  the  bank  coming  in  aid  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, would  gentlemen  say  that  it  could jrive 
aid  to  the  Government?  Could  it  lend  the  Gov- 
ernment thirty  millions  of  dollars?  If  it  did.  and 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  capitalists  continue  op- 
posed to  your  measures,  they  will  have  it  in  their 
power  within  twelve  months  to  arrest  the  opera- 
tions of  the  bank,  by  accumulating  in  their  hands 
its  notes,  which  must  circulate  principally  in 
the  Nortn  and  Bast.  Such  a  system,  thereibre, 
be  considered  as  improper,  impolitic,  and  one  of 
the  most  ruinous  measures  which  could  be  adopt- 
ed by  the  Government.  Mr.  H.  was  also  averse 
to  postponement,  because  he  considered  this  the 
most  important  subject  that  could  possibly  be 
brought  before  the  House;  because,  on  its  adop- 
tion depended  entirely  the  future  credit  of  the 
Government.  The  measures  heretofore  adopted 
by  the  Government  in  respect  to  the  public  reve- 
nue and  credit,  had,  Mr.  H.  said,  been  the  best 
calculated  to  defeat  their  object.  The  time  was 
come  when  the  nation  ought  to  depend  on  its 
own  means,  and  resort  no  more  to  theoretic  ex- 
pedients. He  was  sorry  the  House  had  refused 
to  consider  the  second  resolution,  which  he  con- 
sidered very  material;  but  he  hoped  they  would 
adopt  the  others. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolutions  on  the 
table,  was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a 
large  majority. 


BANK  or  THB  UNITBD  STAlTaft. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fibk,  of  New  Tork,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comoaittee  of  the 
Whole,  OB  tbe  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  sutes  of  Anaeviea. 

AAer  the  reading  of  the  bill  tbroogfa,  to  give  it 
preference  in  the  orders  of  the  day,  the  CoaaBtt- 
tee  ro»,  reported  ppogress,  and  the  HoMe  ad- 
journed. 


MoNOAT,  November  14. 

Ben JAMiN  STEPBBireoN,  returned  to  aenre  aa  a 
Delegate  for  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  in  the  place 
of  Shadrack  Bond,  resigned,  appeared,  prodaccd 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  hia  seat. 

Mr.  Yancet,  from  the  Committee  of  Claiaui 
reported  on  the  petition  of  Joel  Strawo,  James 
Robey,  George  Cooper,  Benjamin  Smith/sundry 
inhabitants  of  Cincinnati  who  served  in  the  army 
of  Gieneral  Hull ;  WtUiam  Gates,  and  Thomas 
Reed,  Elijah  Browaiog,  and  Cbarlea  Gilkey, 
Thomas  Weathers,  Thonas  Pace,  Mary  Deibier, 
and  Anabel  Sehavil;  as  alaO|  on  a  reaolutioB  of  ihe 
28th  of  S«Memb«r  laat,  by  a  bill  to  Mttfaoiisa  tbe 
payment  of  proper tv  lost,  captured,  or  deaisoyed 
by  tbe  e«iemy,  while  ia  the  military  strviee  of 
the  CJnvted  Stated ;  which  waa  rawl  tmo^  awl 
comoiftted  to  a*  Go«Hiiitt«e  of  the  Whole  oh 
Thursday  nett. 

Mr.  Trodf,  from  tbeOommiftee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorise  a  domtton  in 
land  to  persons  in  the;  milttarf  and  naval  service 
of  tbe  enemy,  who  shall  cottte  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  and  claim  the  proteetion  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  which  was 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Desba,  the  Comminee  of 
Claims  were  inatruoted  ta  ioqaire  iaco  the  expe* 
dieney  of  aatheristng  the  horaea  Co  be  paid  for 
that  were  loat  bf  th#  mounted  vokiBteere  who 
served  under  Governor  Shelby,  in  the  etpoditioa 
into  Canada  last  Fall. 

The  following  resokltion  waaaobaiitted  by  Mr. 
Rma,  of  Tennessee ;  wfateh  waa  onlared  to  tie 
on  the  table. 

Ruohtdy  Thai  the  following  rule  be  added  to  the 
roles  and  orden  of  this  House : 


When  a  bill  is  taken  up  for  oonaidnatioav  either  in 
the  House  or  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoaae»  the 
Honse,  or  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  shall 
continue  in  session  untU  the  bill  is  gone  throegh. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Pitkin;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

Ru^ioedi  That  the  Seerstaiy  of  the  Tieaaary  be  dn 
rected  to  lay  before  this  Heuse  a  statemeni  of  the 
amount  of  the  public  debt  on  the  first  day  of  October, 
1814,  distiagoisbing  the  sevend  kinds  of  debt,  aa  wdl 
as  that  contracted  before  and  since  the  present  war, 
together  with  the  amount  owned  by  foreigners ;  ton- 
taining  also  the  amount  at  that  time  owned  by  States, 
corporations,  and  indiTidnals,  and  the  amount  at  the 
Treasury,  and  in  the  loan  officee  in  the  sewn! 
SUtes. 
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EAITK  OP  THE  UNITED 

The  House  ihea  resolved  into  a  Committee  of 
ihe  Whole,  oa  the  hill  to  iDCorporate  the  sab- 
scriber:(  to  the  Baak  of  (he  United  States  of 
America. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  having  been  read, 
in  the  following  words: 

Be  U  enaetid,  ifc^  That  a  Bank  of  the  Uoitod  States 
shall  be  established,  the  capital  stock  of  which  shall  be 
fifty  mUlions  of  doUan,  and  no  morcy  divided  into  one 
hundred  thousand  shares,  of  five  hundred  dollars  each 
■bare,  and  that  subscriptions  towards  constituting  the 
said  capital  stock  shall  be  opened  on  the  first  Monday 

of next,  at  the  following  places,  yiz  :  Boston,  ffew 

York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Richmond,  Charleston, 
auid  Pittsburg,  undet  the  superintendence  of  the  fol- 
lowing persons,  as  commisstonefB  to  receive  the  same : 
at  Boston,  James  Lloyd,  Thomas  Perkins,  and  Wil- 
liam Gray ;  at  New  York,  General  John  Smith,  Isaae 
Bronson,  l^heron  Rudd ;  at  Philadelphia,  Thomas  M. 
IVUling,  Stephen  Girwd,  Chandkr  Price;  at  Balti- 
jxiOM,H«Bfy Payaon,  Wilham Cooke,  WUliam  Wilson; 


the  erigeotfies  of  the  times  required  greater  espe- 
dition  then  was  consistent  with  a  more  difTuaed 
sobscriptjon.  It  had  been  deemed  proper,  how- 
ever,  to  add  more  commissioners  in  two  or  three 
of  ibeeities;  and  he  waa  instructed  to  moveae* 
cordingly.  And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  F.,  the  foU 
lowing  gentlemen  were  added:  to  the  comrais* 
sion  at  Boston,  William  Eustia  and  Samuel 
Brown ;  to  the  commisstoB  at  New  York,  laaae 
Lawrence  and  John  Hone;  to  the  commission  nt 
Philadelphia^  Jared  lageraoli  aod  Anthony  Tay- 
lor. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  then  said,  he  was  not 
satisfied,  by  the  reasons  of  the  sentleman,  for  lim- 
iting to  so  few  the  places  of  subscripdon,  and 
moved,  for  the  oonrenteaee  of  the  Western  conn- 
try,  to  insert  Lexington,  in  Kentucky. 

Mr.  HoBBRTBON,  of  Louiaiaaay  proposed,  also^ 
New  Orleans,  and  ar|[ned  with  mueh  force  in 
support  of  his  suggestion;  and  other  gentlemeo 
proposed  other  places. 

The  metion  of  Mr.  Sharp  being  the  one  im*' 


at  Bichmoad,  Benjamin  Hatebar,  John  Biockaabo*        *^" .  ,    'iTr     \k    V?""'  °*" 

rovgh,  William  Preston;  at  Charleston,  John  C.  Fa^   mediaieJy  before  the  House,  gave  rise  to  coaaid- 


ber,  John  Potter,  Janee  Caisen ;  at  Pittsburg,  (Seoige 
Bobinsoo,  Samuel  Robert*  and  Heaiy.  BsJdwin;  which 
sufaaoriptiena  shall  oootinua  open  aveiy  day  from  the 
time  of  opening  the  same,  firom  ten  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon until  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  until  the  8a^ 
nrday  following,  at  ibur  o'clock  in  Uie  afternoon, 
when  the  same  shall  be  closed;  and  immediately  there* 
after,  the  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  at  the 
respective  places  aforesaid,  shall  cause  two  transcripts 
or  fair  copies  of  such  subscriptions  to  be  made,  one  of 
which  they  shall  send  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
one  they  shall  retain,  and  the  original  subscriptiona 
shall,  within  three  da^  from  the  dosing  of  the  same, 
be  by  the  said  comnnsstoners  transmitted  to  the  si^ 
commiasionera  at  PhiladelpliSa,  or  to  oneef  tiuwi ;  and, 
on  the  reeeipt  thereof  the  said  eommissfamars  at  Phil* 
adetpUa^  or  any  two  of  them,  shatt  hnmedklely  tbeie* 
after  eoirrane,  and  pieceedi-to  take^an  aeemmt  of  the 
aaid  snbaeriptions,  aod  if  rnefe  than  the  amount  of  tba 
aaid  capital  atodk  of  thirty  arillieBa  af  doUare  shaM  have 
heen  aubaeiibad,  then  the  said- last  mautioned  conmiis* 
aioneis  shall  apportion  the  same  aoMug  the  aevaral  sub- 
aciibera  in  a  juat  and  eqaal  ratio,  according  to  their 
aevaral  and  reapectire  subsoriptions:  Fraoidedt  haw* 
eoer^  That  such  commissioners  shall,  by  such  appor- 
tionment, allow  and  apportion  to  each  subscriber  at 
least  one  share ;  and  in  case  the  aggregate  amount  of 
the  said  subscriptions  shall  exceed  thirty  millions  of 
dollars,  the  said  commissioners,  after  having  appor- 
tioned the  same  as  aforesaid,  slnll  cause  lists  of  the 
apportioned  subscriptions  to  be  made  out,  including  in 
each  list  the  apportioned  subscription  for  the  place 
where  the  original  subscrqrtion  was  made,  one  of  which 
lists  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  oommissioneia,  or  to 
one  of  the  oommisslonefa,  under  whose  snpailBtand- 
enoe  such  subscriptions  were  originally  made,  that  the 
snbacribeis  may  ascertain  from  them  the  number  of 
shares  appoitwned  to  such  subscribers  respectively. 

Mr.  Fiaic,  of  New  York,  staled  the  reaaona 
which  had  influenced  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means  in  confining  to  a  few  cities  aod  towns 
the  books  of  subscription,  which  were^  generally, 
that  the  Atlantic  cities  were  the  prinoipal  repoai- 
tories  of  specie  and  superfluous-  wealth,  ami  that 


erable  debate.  The  motion  waa  supported  by 
Messrs.  SsAftp,  RoBBmoR)  Lbwib,  IkfAOOH, 
Wbmfbt,  Fbabboii,  Habrw,  Hopkibb  of  Kea«* 
tucky,  BoBWBLi^  and  Babnctt,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  FiSK  of  New  York,  Oaklby,  GaBiaBToa, 
and  Inobam. 

On  the  one  handt  vnrioua  argumenta  were 
urged  in  favor  of  extending  the  subaoription,, 
founded  oa  the  eqpai  rights  of  all  sectiona  of  the 
couBtry  to  participate  in  any  general  benefit ;  the 
expediency  of  cohectiDg  specie  from  every  part 
of  the  country ;  the  adTantages  of  uniting  in  tht 
subseriptioo  people  of  every  quarter  of  the  coun* 
try,  Bou  thus  itnitiB|^  the  people  of  all  sectiona  to 
the  Union  by  the  ttes  of  interest,  which  are  fre- 

?|uently  stronger  than  those  of  legal  or  moral 
orce.  On  the  other  hand  it  was  said,  besides 
the  delay  inseparable  from  such  a  course,  that  it 
waa  important  that  the  bank  should  be  pot  into 
operation  speedilv,  if  at  all,  and  that  its  com- 
mencement would  be  greatly  delayed  by  multi- 
plying places  of  subscription.  It  was  also  said, 
that  if  this  motion  were  withdrawn,  an  amend- 
ment might  be  derised  by  the  Committee  of 
Wavs  and  Means,  which  would  meet  the  yiews 
of  ail  parties. 

Mr*  Sbabp^b  motion  at  length  prevailed.  Lex- 
ington, Kentucky,  was  inserted,  as  one  of  the 
plaees  at  which  subscriptiona  should  be  opened, 
and  Messrs.  Charles  Wilkins,  Lewis  Sanders, 
and  John  H.  Morton,  designaled  as  the  commb- 
sioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robebtbon,  New  Orleans 
waa  then  added,  and  commissiooera  named  for 
that  place. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harbib,  Nashville  was  add- 
ed, and  Robert  Weakley,  Felix  Grundy,  and  John 
R.  Bedford,  named  as  the  commis*»oner8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lb wia,  Washington  City 
was  added,  aod  Robert  Bren^  Waiter  Smiih,  and 
Thomaa  S  wanu,  named  as  commissioiiert,  ^^^^ 
FfSE,  of  New  york,  Duned  John  Maaoii,  Darnel 
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Carroll,  and  John  P.  Van  Ness ;  but  Mr.  Lewis's 
motion  being  the  first  made  was  agreed  to.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  Raleigh,  in  riorth 
Carolina,  was  inserted,  and  Sherwomi  Hajrwood, 
Beverlj  Daniel,  and  William  Peace,  named  as 
commissioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsttb,  Savannah,  in 
Georgia,  was  added,  and  John  Bolton,  Charles 
Harris,  and  James  Johnson,  named  as  commis- 
sioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Condict,  New  Bronswick,  in 
New  Jersey,  was  added,  and  James  Vanderpool, 
John  Gray,  and  Peter  Gk>rdon,  named  as  com- 
missioners. 

Mr.  GsosvBNOR  moved  to  add  Utica,  in  New 
York, and  John  C.  Devereaax,  Benjamin  Walker, 
and  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer, as  commissioners; 
but  the  motion  was  negatived,  after  some  objec- 
tions by  Mr.  Inoham,  and  replication  by  Mr. 
Gbosvbkor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Webster,  Portsmouth,  in 
New  Hampshire,  was  added,  and  John  Gk>ddard, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  and  Nathaniel  Oilman, 
named  as  commissioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kilbourn,  Pitubnrg  was 
stricken  oat,  Chilicothe,  in  Ohio,  added,  and  Sam- 
nei  Findley,  Thomas  James,  and  William  McFar- 
land,  named  as  commissioners. 

Mr.  Lewis  then  made  a  motion,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  establish  the  principal  bank  at  the 
City  of  Washington,  in  this  District. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  FiSK,  of  New 
York,  who  said  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Mean's  had  fixed  on  Philadelphia,  in  preference 
to  New  York  and  other  places,  to  be  the  seat  of 
the  principal  bank,  as  being  a  place  of  greater 
security  and  greater  wealth,  and  as  being  more 
central  to  the  commercial  transactions  tnd  wealth 
of  the  country,  d>c. 

Mr.  Lewis  said,  he  had  no  doabt  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  preferred  Philadelphia 
to  this  place,  as  he  had  already  given  sufficient 
evidence  of  his  candor  in  that  respect.  The  Mil- 
itary School,  the  National  Bank,  and  every  in- 
stitution of  a  national  character,  had  been  con- 
templated to  be  fixed  at  this  place  by  those  who 
located  the  Seat  of  Government  here,  dbc.,  and 
so  they  ousht  to  be,  d&c.  Besides,  there  might  be 
many  gentlemen  who  would  vote  for  a  bank  to 
be  established  at  this  place,  who  would,  on  Con- 
stitutional grounds,  be  opposed  to  its  establish- 
ment elsewhere.  He,  therefore,  hoped  his  mo- 
tion would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lewis's  motion  was  negatived,  about  fifty 
members  only  risins  in  favor  of  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  an 
amendment  was  adopted,  authorizing  the  Phila- 
delphia commissioners,  in  case  thirty  millioAs 
should  not  be  subscribed  and  returned  to  them 
within  the  time  allowed,  to  open  the  books  at 
Philadelphia  until  the  whole  should  be  sub- 
scribed. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  then  said,  be* 
fore  the  Committee  proceeded  further  in  the  bill, 
he  wished  to  propose  a  material  amendment  to  it, 


and  with  a  view  to  ateertain  whether  ihe  House 
were  disposed  to  bear  him  in  support  of  bis  mo- 
tion at  that  lite  hour  of  the  day,  he  moved  that 
the  Committee  now  rise.  This  motion  was  ne;g- 
atived. 

Mr.  Gaston  proceeded,  in  a  speech  of  consid- 
erable ability,  and  more  than  an  hour  in  length, 
to  lay  before  ahe  Committee  his  views  in  relation 
to  this  bill.  He  professed  himself  anxious  for 
the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank,  which  he 
had  always  favored  when  opportunity  ofiered. 
But  it  was  his  decided  conviction,  he  said,  that  a 
bill  like  that  on  the  table  would  not  answer  the 
purposes  of  the  nation  or  of  the  Government. 
This  view  of  the  subject  he  supported  by  various 
objections  to  difierent  features  ot  the  bill,' and  par- 
ticularly to  the  mode  of  subscription  in  stock  of 
the  United  States;  the  operation  of  all  which  he 
contended  wonld  be  to  throw  into  circulation  a 
quantity  of  paper,  founded  not  on  a  specie  capiul, 
but  on  the  credit  of  the  United  Slates  stock,  dbc, 
which  would  therefore  be  of  no  greater  ralae  than 
any  other  paper  which  the  United  States  shotiid 
make  receivable  in  taxes,  though  much  more  ex- 
pensive to  the  United  States  than  Treasury  notes 
or  bills  of  credit  would  be,  dbc.  In  support  o(  this 
idea,  Mr.  G.  adduced  many  illustrations,  from 
writers  on  this  subject,  from  our  own  history,  and 
from  analogy.  He  objected  aUo  to  the  proposed 
appointment  of  a  part  of  the  directors  by  the  Pre- 
sident, to  the  large  portion  of  the  stock  to  be  held 
by  the  United  States,  &c.  He  wound  up  his  ar- 
gument on  these  and  other  points  by  observing, 
that  as  he  was  friendly  in  principle  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  National  Bank,  he  should  not  con- 
sider himself  as  doing  his  duty,  if,  while  he  dis- 
approved of  this  plan,  he  did  not  ofier  another  as 
a  substitute  to  it.  Instead  of  a  bank  of  a  nominal 
capital  of  fifty  millions,  he  would  establish  a  bank 
whose  capital  should  not,  at  farthest,  exceed 
twenty  millions.  He  considered  it  as  by  no  meana 
important  to  its  success  that  the  Govemmeat 
should  subscribe  a  cent  to  its  capital  stock;  but 
as  that  was  a  fashionable  idea,  he  would  say  a 
portion  of  the  capital,  five  millions,  should  be  sub- 
scribed by  the  Government ;  that  the  remaining 
fifteen  millions  should  be  subscribed  by  individ- 
uals, five  millions  of  it  at  least  in  specie,  the  re- 
mainder either  in  Treasury  notes  ai  par,  or  tn  six 
per  cent,  stock  of  future  loans  at  par,  or  six  per 
cent,  stock  of  former  loans  at  the  price  at  which 
it  was  contracted  for  with  the  Government.  So 
far  from  such  stock  being  inalienable,  as  now  pro- 
posed, he  would  permit  the  directors  to  manage 
and  dispose  of  it  as  they  pleased.  Thejr  might 
lend  money  to  the  (government  if  they  found  it 
to  their  interest  and  convenience  to  do  so.  He 
would  abolish  from  such  a  charter  the  idea  that 
the  fiat  of  the  President  should  at  any  time  sus- 
pend the  payment  of  specie  hv  the  bank,  dbc.  if 
any  plan  of  a  National  Bank  could  succeed,  it 
must  be  on  something  like  the  plan  of  which  this 
was  the  outline.  To  try  the  principle  of  this 
bill,  and  whether  the  House  were  disposed  to  ac- 
cept any  amendment  whatever  to  it,  Mr.  G.  con- 
cluded his  speech  by  moving  to  strike  out  fifty 
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millioos  (the  proposed  eapiul  scoek  of  the  bank) 
aod  io«erl  in  liea  thereof  twentjr  mill  ions. 

On  motioo  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  Kentackf,  the 
Commiltee  theo  rose,  and  obtained  leare  to  sit 
Bgaio. 


TusaoAY,  November  15. 

Mr.  JoBNBON,  of  Keotuckjr,  offered  for  consid- 
ertttioD  the  following  resolution,  in  conformity  to 
a  representation  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky 
at  the  last  session : 

"  Retohed^  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  in- 
structed to  inqobe  into  the  expediency  of  paying  for 
wagons  and  horses  lost  in  the  esmpsign  of  the  North- 
western Anny,  in  that  drrision  of  it  commended  by 
General  James  Winchester." 

Mr.  Yancbt,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  alleging  as  a  rea- 
son therefor,  that  a  general  bill  on  the  subject  of 
such  claims  had  been  reported  by  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  and  was  now  before  the  House. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
accordingly. 

Mr.  £ppB8,  of  Virginia,  in  introducing  the  fol- 
lowing motion,  remarked,  that  in  the  late  calls  of 
the  militia  from  different  parts  of  the  United 
States,  the  persons  composing  most  of  the  de- 
tachments had  been  compelled  to  leave  their 
homes  with  that  clothing  suitable  for  the  summer 
season,  but  unfit  for  that  now  approaching  j  and, 
in  various  instances,  they  were  suffering  for  want 
of  clothinff  fit  for  tne  season.  They  are  unable 
to  return  for  clothing,  and  in  many  instances  are 
not  able  to  procure  it.  To  bring  this  subject  be- 
fore the  House,  Mr.  E.  moved 

**  That  the  Committee  on  Militaiy  Allairs  be  in- 
stmctad  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aathorinng 
the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  applicatk>n  of  the  com- 
manding officer  of  any  detachment  of  the  militia,  to 
ftirnish  the  neceesaiy  clothing  to  such  of  the  privete 
soldiers  of  the  militia  as  may  require  it,  and  to  deduct 
the  same  from  their  pay." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow,  a  resolution  was 
twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  directing  a  copy  of  the  public  docu- 
ments to  be  furnished  to  the  Historical  or  Anti- 
quarian  Society  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Bradley,  of  Vermont,  offered  the  follow- 
ing  resolution  for  consideration  : 

^  Baohedj  That  the  Committee  of  Wa;fs  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  interest  to  the  pnUic  creditors,  whose  balances 
have  been  stated  at  the  Treasury." 

Mr.  Eppes  inquired  on  what  views  this  mo- 
tion was  grounded. 

Mr.  Bradley  said  he  had  understood  that  in 
some  cases  balances  had  been  struck  at  the  Trea- 
sarv,  in  relation  to  army  suppliea  particularly, 
and  remained  unpaid.  He  could  not  see  why 
the  United  States  should  not  pay  the  interest  on 
such  balances  until  they  were  paid. 

Mr.  Eppeb  said  that  in  his  report  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  had  contemplated  the  issn- 


ing  of  debentures  to  all  those  per^pos  to  whom 
balances  appeared  to  be  doe  by  Qovernmeaty 
which,  from  the  insufficiency  of  appropriations, 
or  from  other  causes,  had  not  been  paid.  He 
thought,  therefore,  this  motioo  had  better  lie  on 
the  table,  until  the  House  had  acted  on  that  sug- 
gestion, or  at  least  until  it  could  be  ascertained 
what  were  the  amount  and  character  of  those 
balances.  For  his  part,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  no 
knowledee  of  their  existence.  There  might  be 
some  such,  but  if  there  were,  they  were  small  in 
amount  and  few  in  number.  Such  as  they  were, 
they  might  have  arisen  from  the  deficiency  in 
the  authorized  loans;  but  he  believed  meaoa 
were  in  operation  for  meeting  all  the  demands  of 
the  Government  without  the  intervention  of  any 
provision  of  this  kind.  He,  therefore,  moved 
that  the  resolution  should  lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Inqbam,  of  Pennsylvania,  a 
resolution  was  adopted  requesting  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  cause  the  members  of  Congress  to  be 
furnished  with  the  volumes  of  the  new  Digest  of 
the  Laws  as  they  might  be  respectively  finished. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea 
of  America. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Gaston  to  make  the  capi- 
tal of  the  bank  twenty  instead  ofjifty  millions  of 
dollars,  being  still  under  consideration- 
Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Gaston's  speech,  and  in  explanation  of  the 
views  of  the  Committee.  He  declined  replving 
to  Mr.  Q.'s  objections  to  various  details  of  the 
bill,  until  those  details  should  come  immediately 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House ;  but  ap- 
plied his  observations  particularly  to  Mr.  G.  a 
objections  to  the  amount  and  character  of  the 
proposed  capital  of  the  bank.  The  objects  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  proposing 
such  an  institution,  ooght  ever  to  be  kept  in  view 
in  this  discussion.  They  were,  generally,  the 
revival  and  support  of  the  public  credit.  These 
objects  could  be  best  accomplished:  1.  By  raising 
the  value  of  the  public  stocks;  and,  8.  By  the 
establishment  of  a  competent  circulating  medi- 
um. Mr.  F.  then  entered  into  an  argument  to 
show  that  the  plan  now  before  the  noose  waa 
that  which  would  best  accomplish  these  objects. 
He  referred  to  the  history  of  the  former  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  established  with  similar  oh* 
jects,  and  under  like  circnmstances,  and  from  ita 
efficiency  argued  what  might  be  expected  from 
this  bank.  The  Committee,  in  inquiring  as  to 
the  amount  of  circulating  medium  which  could 
be  now  advantageously  employed,  had  fixed  on 
fifty  millions,  which  amount  had  also  received 
the  sanction  of  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  The  present  banking  capital  of 
the  nation  being  estimated  at  an  hundred  mil- 
lions, it  was  believed  by  the  Committee  that  the 
addition  of  fifty  millions  would  not  be  danger^ 
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oiifi  eilbev  to  tl^ose  iattitutioDs  or  to  the  comma- 
nity.    HftTiDg  thu^  determioed  on  an  IncreMe  of 
the  circttlBting^  medium  of  the  coantry,  the  next 
object  wa$  the  appreciation  of  the  value  of  the 
public  stock.    That  stock  had  depreciated   ia 
Taiue,  not  from  any  doubt  of  the  ability  or  dis- 
position of  the  Gorerotnent  to  comply  with  its 
engagements  to  the  public  creditors,  but  from  the 
quantity  cf  the  stock  which  it  had  been  neeai- 
sary  to  throw  into  market  exceeding  the  means 
for  purchasing  it.    A  relief  of  the  stock  from  iu 
present  depreciation  wae  promised  by  the  with* 
dmwal  of  a  part  of  it  from  the  ooarket ;  and  with 
this  vie w^  it  had  been  contemplated  that  twenty- 
four  millions  of  the  eapiul  stock  of  the  bank 
should  be  subscribed  in  Ctovernment  securities. 
This,  by  taking  so  much  stock  out  of  the  market, 
would  raise  tne  price  of  the  stock,  and  make 
room  for  more  which  it  might  be  necessary  to 
create.    It  had  been  thought  proper,  too,  th&t  the 
United  States  should  hold  a  part  of  the  stock  of 
the  bank ;  to  wkat  amount,  there  had  been  some 
difference  of  opinion,  and  if  the  House  thought 
too  mat  a  proportion  was  by  this  bill  allowed  to 
tke  United  States,  they  would  so  decide.    Mr.  F. 
was  willing,  for  himself,  that  the  bank  should  be 
connected  with  the  GoTernment,  and  the  (gov- 
ernment with  the  bank,  and  that  they  should 
nHitaaily  support  each  other,  Ac.    As  to  the 
share  of  the  Government  in  the  appolatment  of 
directors,  while  it  could  be  no  injury  to  the  in- 
sttlution,  it  was  necessary  as-  well  to  goanl  the 
Interest  of  the  United  States^  an  to  take  care  of 
their  interest  in  the  security  of  the  revenne  in 
the.  various  branches  of  the  M«k.    Mr»  F.  took  a 
eomparative  view  of  the  situation  of  the  nation 
now  and  in  1791,  when  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  was  established,  dwelling  on  the  diainn- 
tiotttof  the  public  debt,  and  inereaseof  the  means 
of  payment  since  that  day ;  the  iaerease  of  cir- 
ooMitinfl  medium^  wealth,  populstioB^  &c.,  from 
which  he  concluded  there  was  ampie  eairfoy* 
meat  for  a  bank  of  fifty  nulltonB  now,  ae  for  a 
battk  of  fiftv  millioaa  then.    Of  the  ten  millions 
cBipital  of  that  bank,  three-fourthaof  it  was  com- 
posed of  pvblic  stock,  as  much  depreeiated  at 
that  day  as  pablie  stock  now  is^    The  operation 
ci  that  hank,  he  said,  had  beeir  not  only  benefi- 
cial but  wonderful,  giving  a  spring  to  public 
orcdit.  and  raising  the  price  of  all  pohiic  stock, 
ar  he  believed  this  bank  would,  when  oface  es- 
tablished*   As  to  the  specie  capital,  it  was  diffi- 
calt,  he  remarked,  to  say  how  much  specie  would 
ffive  ooafideace  to  the  operations  of  the  bank. 
The  old  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  com- 
menced its  operations  on  a  specie  capital  of 
400,000  dollars.    He  had  no  doubt,  therefore, 
bttt  this  bank  might  safely  commence  its  opera- 
tions on  a  specie  deposiie  of  1^^200,000,  which 
he  believed  there  would  be  no  difliculty  in  pro* 
curing.    As  to  the  coafinemrat  of  tbe  sufaecrip- 
tlon  to  the  stock  created  since  the  war,  the  Com- 
mittee had  deemed  it  proper  to  confine  their 
object  of  raising  the  price  of  the  public  stock  to 
such  as  was  depreeiated,  viz :  to  that  which  had 
beea  created  since  the  declaraiioa:  of  war,  aad 


wbieh  had  depreciated,  perhaps,  beeauae  not  so 
well  supported  by  specific  pledges  of  revenue  as 
the  old  six  per  cent,  stockl  These  various  fea- 
tures were,  however,  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  entirely  at  their  dispo- 
sal, dbc.    Mr.  F.  spoke  nearly  an  hour . 

Mr.  Gaston  said,  it  was  the  established  usage, 
when  an  important  bill  was  under  consideration  in 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  for  the  gen- 
tleman who  was  especially  charged  with  its  man- 
agement, to  present  a  distinct  and  counected  view 
of  the  objects  which  it  was  designed  to  effect, 
and  of  the  process  by  which  they  were  to  be  ae- 
complished.  The  propriety  of  such  a  course  vas 
obvious.  It  could  answer  no  purpose  to  receive 
an  explanation  in  detail  of  the  disconneoted  paru 
of  a  scheme,  until  you  were  first  appria&ed  of  the 
general  nature  of  the  whole.  He  had  presumed 
that  the  gentleman  who  acted  on  this  occasion  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
(Mr.  FiBK,)  would  have  observed  this  approved 
practice,  and  on  this  vast  and  complicated  pro- 
ject of  the  committee  have  come  forward  with 
a  thorough  statesman-like  development  of  their 
plan.  Nothing  of  the  kind  had  been  done.  No 
exposition  whatever  had  been  given.  This  omis- 
sion he  particularly  regretted,  as  it  increased  the 
difficulties  of  the  undertaking  in  which  he  wax 
about  to  engage. 

As  a  memMr  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  he  had  conceived  it  his  duty  to  examine 
with  some  attention  the  proposed  scheme  of  a 
National  Bank.  The  result  of  that  examination 
he  should  now  submit,  without  apology,  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Although  he  had  bat 
small  pretensions  to  skill,  either  in  the  science  or 
practice  of  banking,  he  might  have  collected  by 
patieat  indlutrf  boom  views  of  the  sukject  wliich 
thpe  Cottuiittee  would  be  wtUiag  to  luemvc^ 

A  weM  regulated  Nattoaal  Bank,  waa^  inck  Mr. 
Gi,  a  favorite  iostitutiea.  At  this-sesstoa  he  lia4 
voted  fbr  the  resolution,  deeiarinr  it  expedtent 
that  one  should  be  established.  At  the'  last  he 
had  supported  a  proposition  bvonght  forward  but 
a  few  weeks  before  its  close,  by  a  geatleman  from 
Tennessee,  not  now  a  member  of  tins  House, 
(Mr.  GBUNDT,)oontemplatiug8iieh  an  insdcutioa ; 
and,  as  a  member  of  the  committee  then  raised  in 
pursuance  of  that  proposition,  had  contributed  his 
efibrts  towards  the  saeeess  of  the  measure.  He 
believed  that  this  Gkivernment  ought  nerer  to  be 
destitute  of  the  aids  whieh  a  National  Bank  was 
calculated  to  affisrd^  It  was  eaaeatial,  as  an  in- 
strnmest  of  finanoe^  for  the  easy  coilectaoa*  the 
safe  keeping,  and  the  jadieioueezpeadituve  of  the 
public  revenue.  To  the  oatieo,  as  disiiaguisbed 
from  the  Government,  it  was  eminently  beneficial. 
It  was  the  only  basis  on  which  could  he  securely 
established  a  circulating  medium  coaxaandinf 
credit  and  confidence  in  evefy  paK  of  the  United 
States.  It  had  another  tendency,  whieh  he  deeuied 
of  infinite  value — a  teadeacy  to  connect,  by  a 
common  bend  of  interest,  thedifierent  sections  of 
this  Confederacy.  Should  the  centrifugal  force 
of  any  c^  the  bodies  of  our  system  become  exces- 
atve,  such  an  iatercet  would  be  a  countervailing 
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power  of  attme<ion  to  eanie  tbem  to  revoWe 
stead iljr  in  their  orbits. 

It  iPis  mortifying  to  veeollecc  ifait  we  ooce  had 
a  Niuional  Bank,  which  after  an  experience  of 
twenty  years  was  found  to  realize  every  hope  that 
bad  been  formed  bv  its  friends,  and  disappoint 
every  expectation  wnich  had  been  raised  by  its 
enemies.  At  the  very  moment  when  it  was  in 
the  full  vigour  of  successful  operation,  when  the 
Government  and  the  nation  were  deriving  from 
it  every  advantag[e  which  ought  to  have  been 
wished,  and  when  it  was  in  our  power  to  increase 
these  advantages  in  degree  by  giving  to  the  bank 
an  increased  efficiency ;  at  this  very  moment  we 
utterly  subverted  the  establishmeat.  In  vain  did 
t  be  ancient  and  fast  friends  of  Federal  iasiiiutioas 
raise  their  united  voice  against  the  ruinous  mens- 
live.  In  vain  did  others,  breaking  through  the 
trammels  of  prejodiee  and  party,  describe  in  pro- 
phetic terms  the  fatal  C€Hi8equ«>nces  of  the  work 
of  dcatruetion.  All  efforts  to  save  the  establish- 
ment were  unavailing;  and  the  omcular  admo* 
Bitions  of  wisdom  were  treated  as  the  phantoms 
of  a  heated  imagination.  What  was  then  pro- 
phecy is  now  history^— what  was  then  theory, 
ably  demonstrated,  is  now  fact. universally  admit- 
ted.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  tell 
you  in  their  report  at  the  commencement  of  this 
session,  "the  want  of  some  medium  which,  rest- 
ing on  a  firm  and  solid  basis,  msy  unite  public 
'  confidence,  and  have  a  general,  instead  of  a  lo- 

*  cal circulation, is nowuniversally ackaowledged. 
'The  stoppaffo  of  specie  payments  by  the  prinoi- 

*  pal  banks  of  the  Middle  States,  has  embarrassed 
'  greatly  the  operations  of  the  Treasury,  and,  by 
'  confining  the  circulation  of  notes  to  the  limits 

*  of  the  Slates  within  which  they  are  issued,  has 
'  deprived  the  Gtovernmeat  of  all  the  focllities  in 

*  the  remitiaace  of  money  which  was  alforded 
'while  public  confidence  gave  to  bank  notes  a 

*  general  circulation."  The  head  of  the  Treasury 
Depaftment  has  offieialiy declared,**  that  theoon- 
'  ditioo  of  the  ctrculatipg  medium  of  the  eountty 
'  presents  a  copious  source  of  misehief -and  em- 
'  barraasoient.    It  may  in.geaerai  be  affirmed  that 

*  there  exists  at  this  time  no  adequate  cirenlatioff 

*  niediom.  common  to  the  oitixens  of  the  United 

*  Stacas.    The  moneyed  traasactions  of  private 

*  life  are  at  asiandj^aod  the^fiscal  operations  of 

*  the  Qoverament  labor  with  extreme  ineoove- 
*•  nieaee.  It  is  impossible  that  such  a  state  of 
'things  should  be  long  endnred.    The  establisfa- 

*  men  t  of  a  aatioaal  institution  operating  apon 
'  credit,  combined  with  capital,  and  regulated  by 

*  prudence  and  good  faith,  is,  after  all,  the  only 

*  efficient  remedy  for  the  condition  of  ourcircola- 
'  ting  medium.''  Bore  indeed  must.be  the  dbtress 
which  can  extort  such  self-reproviog  aokoew- 
ledgments  from^a  dominant  party,  who  not  .four 
years  ago  overturned  as  useless  to  the  Go vero- 
ment  and  pernicious  to  the  nation,  pieeiselysueh 
an  instituuoo,  thus  opemtiiig  and  thus  regakted. 
It  isrUHicfa  to  be  feared  that  theseskilful  Harohi- 
tects  of  r4iio"  may  not  be  Me  to  rear  eueh  an  es- 
tablishmeot  as  that'Whieh  thev  prostrated. 

Itmnsthfrjadmitied  that  the  present  is  not  a 


fiivorable  moment  for  engaging  in  the  undevta- 
king.  It  is  now  neither  easy  to  procure  the  fit 
materials  for  this  establishment,  nor  so  to  combine 
them  as  to  make  the  work  stable  and  permanent. 
Commercial  restrictions,  war,  and  blockade,  have 
played  sad  havoc  with  capital,  and  credit  is  so 
depressed  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  anything 
bearing  its  stamp  which  can  be  advantageously 
united  with  capital.  While  all  is  unsettled  wi  thin 
and  threatening  without,  it  is  an  arduous  task  to 
command,  for  any  new  establishment,  the  public 
confidence.  Mr.  G.  said  that  he  felt  these  diffi- 
culties in  all  their  force.  But  he  did  not  thenee 
infer^  as  he  believed  did  some  of  his  most  valuable 
and  intelligeat  friends,  that  the  attempt  should  be 
therefore  forborne.  These  very  difficulties  proved 
a  state  of  things  that  emphatically  demanded 
some  institution  which  might  relieve  credit  and 
increase  capital ;  which  would  afford  facilities  to 
combat  external  danger,  and  the  means  to  retrieve 
internal  deraagement.  Such  an  institution,  stall 
tiroes  useful,  was  at  this  juoetitre  indispenaaUe. 
It  was  indeed  to  be  lamented,  that  its  foundations 
had  not  been  laid  deep  in  the  day  of  prosperity ; 
but  they  must  be  laid,  if  practicable,  even  now  in 
the  night  of  adversity,  for  now  it  is  that  it  is  so 
eminently  needed.  There  was  one  impression, 
however,  which  he  hoped  that  these  difficulties 
would  make  upon  the  minds  of  the  Committee. 
He  tnuted  that  they  would  inspire  a  salutary 
eireumspeetion  and  prudence  in  examining  well 
every  step  they  might  take.  With  their  best  cau- 
tion, and  adopting  the  wisest  plans,  it  was  far 
from  certain  that  their  scheme  would  succeed. 
But  it  was  morally  certain,  that  unless  it  were 
carefully  arranged  in  all  its  parts,  it  must  fail. 
This  circumspection  was  the  more  necessary  he- 
cause  of  the  dai»ger  of  error  from  the  severity  of 
that  pressure  which  called  on  them  to  act.  At  a 
moment  when  the  Treasury  was  without  moaey, 
and  the  Qovernment  almost  destitute  of  credit; 
•when  every  day  added  to  our  necessities,  while  it 
diminished  the  scanty  means  of  supply ;  we  were 
to  found  a  great  national  institution,  the  conse- 
quences of  which,  good  or  «vil,  must  be  wideljr 
spread,  and  permanently  felt.  There  was  immi- 
nent danger,  lest,  tn  the  proaeootion  of  this  purpose, 
we  shotiid  regard  too  much  its  immediate  influ- 
ence upon  oor  present  exigeikcy, and  too  littleits 
more  remote,  yet  more  important  and  lastiagef- 
focts.  The  largest  object' when  removed  to  a-  vast 
distnnee,  makes  an  iaaffle  on  the  eye  so  acute 
as  to  render  it  invisible,  while  a  mote  may  be 
brought  so  near  as  to  cover  the  popil.  in  the 
plan  now  under  coosidevation,  he  thought  it  de- 
moostraUe  that  this  error  of  disregarding  remote 
consequences  had  been  committed ;  nay,  he  he- 
Ueved,  that  the  eargerness  to  meet  the  immediate 
exigency  had  defeated  iu  own  purposes,  as  well 
as  neglected  to  provide  for  the  durable  interests 
of  the  nation  and  the- Qovernment. 

Mr.  Q.  begged  that  gentlemen  would  accom- 
pany him  in  the  view  of  the  great  outlines  of  this 
plan.  A  National  Bank  was  to  be  established 
with  a  capital  of  fifty  millions.  This  cental  was 
to  coaslst  in  the  first  place,  of  twenty  millioas^f 
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six  per  cent.  United  States  debt,  which  the  Go¥- 
ernment  were  to  subscribe,  in  payment  for  two- 
fifths  of  the  stock  of  the  banki  and  which  was  to  be 
redeemed  only  at  their  pleasure.  The  remaining; 
thirty  millions  were  to  be  sabscribed  by  individu- 
als in  shares  of  fire  hundred  dollars  each.  These 
shares  were  to  be  paid  for  in  three  instalments. 
The  first  instalment  on  each  share  was  to  consist 
of  920  in  ^old  or  silver,  ^50  in  Treasury  notes, 
and  9^^  11^  <^®  ^*^  stock,  (as  it  was  usually 
termed,)  at  their  nominal  value.  The  second  and 
third  instalments  were  to  be  composed  of  (40 
cash,  92&  Treasury  notes,  and  $75  of  the  stock 
above  mentioned.  The  bank  was  to  commence 
its  operations  immediately  on  the  payment  of  the 
first  instalment.  The  Treasury  notes  on  being 
received  into  the  bank  were  to  be  converted  into 
six  per  cent  debt,  redeemable  at  the  will  of  the 
Government ;  and  no  part  of  the  public  debt  held 
by  the  bank,  was  to  be  aliened  durin|^  the  war, 
nor  afterwards,  for  less  than  its  nommai  valoe. 
This  institution  with  all  iu  appendages  was  to 
be  governed  by  twenty-five  directors,  twenty  of 
whom  should  be  elected  by  the  stockholders  and 
five  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  to  be  obliji^ed  to  lend  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, at  an  interest  ofsix  per  cent,  thirty  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  and  the  President  during  the 
war,  and  for  five  years  afterwards,  was  to  have 
the  power  of  liberating  it  from  the  obligation  to 
pay  specie  for  its  notes.  This  institution  was  to 
continue  twenty  years,  during  which  the  United 
States  were  bound  not  to  establish  any  other. 

The  great  purposes  contemplated  by  this  splen- 
did scheme,  other  than  those  of  a  mere  temporary 
nature,  are  the  creation  of  an  adequate  medium  of 
general  circulation,  aod  the  affordin||  to  the  Gtov- 
emment  of  the  necessary  facilities  in  the  collec- 
tion, keeping,  and  distribution  of  iu  revenue. 
These  are  indeed  most  important  purposes.  It 
must  be  self-evident  that  no  banking  establish- 
ment can  efiTect  either  of  them  unless  it  com- 
mand the  confidence  of  the  public.  This  confi- 
dence must  be  the  life-giving  principle  of  the 
bank — without  this  vital  spark  it  is  a  dead  mass — 
useless,  nav,  noxious  to  toe  community.  With- 
out a  conndence  that  the  institution  is  at  every 
moment  competent  to  meet  its  engagements,  who 
will  receive  the  evidence  of  its  engagements  as 
cash  ?  The  bank  note  becomes  then,  and  then 
only,  a  fit  medium  of  circulation  when  every  one 
believes  that  he  can  obtain  for  it,  whenever  his 
necessities  may  require,  the  gold  or  silver  which 
it  represents.  Such  a  belief  suspends  the  notes  of 
a  bank  in  circulation,  and  prevents  them  from  be- 
ing returned  for  payment  the  moment  they  are 
issued.  It  enables  the  bank  to  perform  very  ex- 
tensive  business  without  the  issue  of  notes,  by 
communicating  to  a  credii  on  its  books  the  char- 
acter of  money,  so  that  such  a  credit  passes 
through  a  hundred  hands  by  the  means  of  checks, 
without  drawing  from  the  bank  either  a  dollar  or 
a  note.  It  is  this  belief  which  induces  individu- 
als to  deposite  with  a  bank  their  stores  of  treasure ; 
'  and,  without  such  a  confidence,  it  never  can  be 
a  fit  place  for  the  custody  of  the  public  revenue. 


Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  whether  you  regard  the 
capital  on  which  this  bank  is  to  be  founded,  oc 
the  government  to  which  it  is  to  be  sabjected,  or 
the  operations  which  it  will  be  required  to  per- 
form, it  is  visionary  to  hope  that  yoa  can  for  a 
moment  command  for  it  the  coondenee  of  tiie 
public.  A 11  the  elements  of  its  formation  are  cal- 
culated to  excite  distrusL  It  has  every  ingredient 
in  its  composition  which  can  attract  saspicion- 

What  is  the  efficient  capital  of  the  bank  ?  The 
Government  will  subscribe,  in  new  stock,  twenty 
millions;  individuals  are  to  pay, in  tbe  present 
depreciated  public  debt, eighteen  miUioas;  and  in 
Treasury  notes,  which  are  to  be  converted  into 
Government  stock,  six  millions.  Six  miUioiuL 
the  bill  directs  to  be  paid  in  coin.  But,  tiiis  will 
not  be  done.  The  bank  is  to  go  into  operatioa 
when  the  first  instalment  U  paid.  There  will  ihca 
be  received,  of  gold  or  silver,  bot  one  millioa  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Now,  when  the  scar- 
city of  specie  is  taken  into  consideration,  there  is 
liule  doubt  but  that  the  directors  will  take  care  to 
accommodate  themselves  and  thukr  brother  stock- 
holders with  loans  to  the  aoBooot  of  the  cash  part 
of  the  second  and  third  instalments.  I  am  per- 
suaded that  I  make  a  very  liberal  allowance^  when 
1  sav,  that,  of  the  six  millions  of  specie  r«i|uired 
by  the  bill,  not  more  than  two  will  be  paid,  and 
the  other  four  represented  by  stock  or  accommo- 
dation notes.  This  vast  capital  is,  then,  to  be 
composed  of  forty-four  millions  of  public  debt, 
inalienable  by  the  bank,  and  redeemable  only  ai 
the  will  of  the  Gbvernment ;  four  millions  of  in- 
dividual debt,  designed  not  to  be  redeemed,  bot 
on  long  credit ;  and  two  millions  of  specie.  The 
bank  has  an  effident  capital  of  bat  two  millions: 
for,  that  portion  of  its  capital  whicb  cannot  be 
converted  into  cash,  whenever  cash  may  be  re- 
quired to  meet  demands  upon  it,  afibrds  no  basis 
on  which  to  support  an  issue  of  paper. 

In  the  direction  of  the  bank  is  then  full  secu- 
rity that  prudence,  ability,  and  strict  attention  to 
its  interest  will  be  found?  Here  we  are  pre- 
sented with  a  feature  in  the  plan  of  a  very  odious 
kind— the  appointment  of  five  of  the  directors  by 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  will  have  a 
most  injurious  effect  on  the  credit  of  the  instita- 
tiotf,  while  it  is  utterly  useless  to  the  Gk>vern- 
meni.  The  Committee  will  patdon  a  quotation 
of  some  length  from  a  report  of  the  illustrions 
Hamilton  on  a  National  Bank,  showing  deeisively 
the  impolicy  of  any  interference  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  appointment  of  its  directors — 

"  To  attach  fall  confidence  to  an  institution  of  this 
nature,  it  sppeara  to  be  an  essentisl  ingredient  in  its 
stroctnre,  that  it  shall  be  under  a  private  not  a  public 
direction,  under  the  gnidsnce  of  indiTidnal  interest  not 
of  public  policy ;  which  would  be  supposed  to  be,  and 
in  certain  emergencies,  under  a  feeble  or  too  sanguine 
sdministration,  would  really  be  liable  to  being  toe 
ranch  inflnenoed  by  public  necessity.  The  sospidon 
of  this  would  oonttnoally  corrode  the  vitals  of  the  credit 
of  the  bsnk,  and  would  be  most  likely  to  pnuro  ftial  in 
those  sitnatioiis,  in  which  the  puldic  good  wonld  re- 

2 aire  that  they  should  be  most  sound  and  vigerous. 
twonld  tadeed  be  little  leas  than  a aiiaoK ibrald 
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th«  ercdit  of  Cbo  bank  be  at  the  diipoeal  of  the  Oovern- 
ment,  if,  in  e  Ion;  aeries  of  time,  there  wee  not  expe- 
rienced e  celamitoua  ebose  of  it.  It  is  trae  that  il 
woaJd  be  the  real  interest  of  the  OoTemment  not  to 
abuse  it ;  its  genuine  policy  to  husband  and  cherish  it, 
with  the  most  guarded  circumspection,  as  an  inesti- 
mable treasure.  But  what  Government  ever  uniformly 
consulted  its  true  interests  in  opposition  to  the  tempta- 
tions  of  momentary  exigencies  1  What  nation  was  ever 
blessed  with  a  constant  succession  of  upright  and  wise 
administrators  ? 

'*  The  keen,  steady,  and  as  it  were  magnetic  sense, 
of  their  own  interest  as  proprietors  in  the  direction  of 
a  bank,  pointing  invariably  to  its  true  pole  the  pros- 
perity of  the  institution,  is  the  only  security  that  can 
always  be  relied  upon  for  a  careful  and  prudent  ad- 
ministration. It  is  therefore  the  only  basis  on  which 
an  enlightened,  unqualified,  and  permanent  confidence 
can  be  expected  to  be  erected  and  maintained." 

This  great  and  praetical  statesman  then  pro- 
ceeds to  show,  that  a  good  Qorernment  baa  noth- 
ing more  to  wish  for  from  a  bank  than  that  its 
eoneeras  should  be  skiifally  managed,  and  that 
each  a  GtoTernmeot  always  mast  have  influence 
enoagb  with  the  bank  to  procure  a  compliance 
with  its  reasonable  desires.  He  then  sums  up 
the  arffument,  and  draws  his  concJosion :  *'  It  will 
^  not  follow  from  what  has  been  said  that  the 
^  State  may  not  be  the  bolder  of  a  part  of  the 
'  stock  of  a  bank,  and  consequently  a  sharer  in  the 
*•  profits  of  it.  It  will  only  follow  that  it  ought 
'  not  to  desire  any  participation  in  the  direction 
^  of  it."  This  hankering  after  a  share  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  bank  has  no  adequate  motive 
to  justify  it.  The  plausible  and  ordinary  pretext 
is  to  secure  the  interest  of  the  Qovernment  in  the 
institution.  But  no  such  security  is  in  fact  af- 
forded. On  a  former  occasion  an  intelligent  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.SETBEaT)  placed 
the  fallacy  of  this  expectation  in  a  point  of  view 
which  would  be  weakened  by  an  adoption  of 
other  language  than  his  own.  Speaking  of  a 
proposed  appointment  of  directors  by  the  Gkivern- 
ment,  when  the  question  of  renewing  the  charter 
of  the  former  United  States  Bank  was  before  this 
House,  he  asks,  '*  Who  will  such  directors  gene* 
'  rally  be?  Certainly  persons  who  need  the  aid 
'  of  the  bank,  for  none  others  would  make  appH- 

*  cation  for  the  appointment.    When  they  are 

*  appointed,  they  will  be  subservient  to  the  views 
'  of  such  of  the  directors  as  are  chosen  by  the 
'  stockholders  J  in  their  places  they  will  lose  sight 
^  of  the  public  welfare;  they  will  be  interested  by 
'  the  accommodations  which  they  may  find  ne- 
'  cessary  for  their  purposes;  to  obtain  these  they 
<  will  yield  to  their  associates.    Instead  of  being 

*  the  guardians  of  the  public  treasure  in  case  of  dan* 
^  ger,  they  will  remain  silent  until  a  spontaneous 
^  explosion  of  the  bubble  solves  for  the  world  the 
'  important  secret  of  the  insolvency  of  the  insti- 

*  totion."  Let  it  be  added,  what  the  magnani- 
mous soul  of  Hamilton  could  never  have  antici- 
paied,and  what  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
forbore  to  slate;  let  it  be  added  in  answer  to 
the  question,  '*  Who  will  such  directors  be;"  that, 
according  to  the  fixed  usage  of  the  existing  Ad- 
ministration, they  most  be  devotees  of  the  party 


in  power.  The  inquiry  will  not  be,  are  they 
honest,  or  are  they  competent?  but  are  they  |iar- 
tisans  staunch  and  true,  and  will  their  elevation 
promote  the  petty  interests  of  faction  ?  Such  is 
the  settled  practice  of  the  Executive  in  all  civil 
appointments«-I  say  civil  appointment^  for  men 
of  heterodox  opinions  are  occasionally  permitted 
to  oppose  Uiemselves  to  the  bullets  of  the  enemy. 
If  in  the  capital,  and  in  the  administration  of 
the  bank,  there  is  fiothing  found  on  which  public 
confidence  can  fix  itself,  let  us  see  whether  its 
practical  operations  are  likely  to  be  such  aa  may 
gradually  attract  this  confidence.  The  first  oper- 
ation of  the  bank,  after  making  the  necessary  dis- 
counts for  enabling  the  directors  and  stockholders 
to  pay  for  their  shares,  will  be  to  loan  to  the  Gov- 
ernment thirty  millions  of  dollars.  Of  this  no 
one  can  doubt  who  knows  our  needs  and  has  read 
this  bill.  This  Government  pays  oflf  thesa  thirty 
millions  of  bank  paper  to  its  numerous  creditors, 
and  what  then  becomes  of  it?  There  is  no  con- 
fidence that  the  bank  can  be  able  to  redeem  it 
when  presented,  for  it  has  not  two  millions  of 
money.  The  Government  indeed  owes  it  seventy- 
four  milliona— 'fifteen  per  cent,  more  than  iu 
whole  capital.  But  on  this  vast  debt  it  cannot 
command  a  dollar,  exeept  the  annual  interest,  and 
this  will  be  paid  to  it  in  its  own  paper ;  it  is  not 
at  liberty  to  require  payment  of  any  part  of  the 

f principal,  and  it  is  forbidden  to  sell.  Besides  the 
ittle  specie  it  may  have,  and  the  accommodation 
loans  oefore  spoken  of,  these  seventv-four  mil- 
lions of  Government  debt  constitute  all  its  efifeets. 
Not  only  therefore  is  the  bank  without  money 
to  meet  the  fifteenth  part  of  its  issues,  but  its 
credits  are  not  of  a  nature  to  he  converted  into 
money.  The  bank  carries  on  no  business  bj 
which  an  artificial  circulation  is  ffiven  to  this 
paper;  and  which  like  the  wonderful  process  of 
nature  that  propels  the  blood  through  the  arteries, 
and  returns  it  through  the  veins  to  be  propelled 
again  with  equal  warmth  and  vigor,  sends  it  forth 
in  well-timed  discounts  to  be  brought  back  in 
periodical  payments  again  to  be  issued.  The  con- 
sequence inevitablv  is,  that  the  paper  is  brought 
directly  to  the  bank  for  redemption,  and  the  va* 
rious  holders  contend  who  sliall  be  first  in  this 
race,  till  the  President  comes  forth  with  his  proc- 
lamation and  frees  the  bank  from  the  obligation 
to  pay  specie.  Some  exigency  soon  oceurs  to 
render  an  additional  loan  convenient  to  a  needy 
Administration.  The  bank  and  the  Executive  are 
on  the  best  possible  terms — politically  married — 
they  *Mn  one  fate,  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and 
their  beings  blend."  The  bank  lends  as  fast  as 
the  Executive  can  ask,  and  the  Executive  kindly 
protects  the  bank  from  the  rude  duns  of  saucy 
creditors.  Thus  there  is  thrown  on  the  commu- 
nity an  immense  emission  of  paper  which  does 
not  pretend  to  represent  money,  which  is  utterly 
worthless,  except  in  consequence  of  a  quality 
which  the  Government  annexes  to  it,  (and  which 
it  can  give  to  any  paper,)  that  of  being  receivable 
in  payment  of  taxes.  The  great  evil  under  which 
we  labor,  in  relation  to  our  circulating  me- 
diam,  is  not  a  defect  in  its  quantity,  but  in  its 
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'Tttlue.  We  hAT€  paper  eootigh,  bat  we  have  lidle 
or  DO  moDoy.  This  deficiency  of  money,  though 
so  doabt  produced  by  many  eaaBes,is  in  do  small 
degree  attributable  to  the  superabundance  of  pa- 
per.  Strange  mistakes  have  prevailed  upon  this 
subject,  where  correct  information  might  have 
been  expected.  It  is  perfectly  ascertained  in  po- 
litical economy,  that  no  more  paper  ^f  any  kmd 
can  circulate  in  a  country  than  is  equal  in  value 
to  the  gold  and  silver,  which  would  circulate 
there,  if  there  was  no  paper.  If  more  be  thrown 
.out  tbsn  this  circulation  can  employ,  as  there  is 
so  use  for  it  at  ail,  the  surplus  is  reiuraed  upon 
ihebaoks  for  gold,  and  silver.  When  converted 
iato  this  form  an  use  is  then  found  for  it  abroad, 
and  it  is  exported,  leaving  the  ordinary  business 
of  buying  and  selling  within  the  country  to  be 
transacted  through  the  agency  of  the  paper  cir- 
culation, which  is  adequate  to  the  purpose.  1 
have  no  doubt  that  tn  this  way  we  are  to  account 
ID  a  great  measure  for  the  scarcity  of  specie. 
And  is  this  evil,  and  its  concomitant,  the  dopre- 
eiatton  of  all  bank  paper,  to  be  remedied  by  throw- 
ing more  paper  into  market  ?  Burke,  with  in- 
imitable severity  of  homor,  compares  the  reite- 
vated  issues  of  assignats  by  the  Cooveaiion  of 
Franee  to  the  prescriptioDs  of  Moliere's  eandiiftate 
for  the  doctoi^s  degree.  The  remedy  is  to  be  re- 
:peated  asfrequeotly  as  experience  may  prove  its 
aneffieacy.  If  the  obstinate  disease  will  not  be 
reared,  but  becomes  more  and  more  exacerbated, 
why  then,  ^rtpurger,  riefatgiur"—^  purge  again, 
bleed  again."  Are  you  about  to  adopt  the  same 
course?  Has  an  excessive  issue. of  paper  ban- 
ished the  precious  metals  from  your  country? 
Issue  more  paper.  Is  commercial  intercourse 
destroyed;  are  the  opoations  of  the  Treasury 
embarrassed ;  are  all  the  moneyed  institutions  of 
the  Middle  and  Soaihern  States  compelled  to  acts 
of  baokroptcy,  by  the  deluge  of  paper  which  has 
covered  the  country?  Open  thefloodgatesand  pour 
forth  a  fresh  inundation  of  paper.  Assignats— as- 
signats—4nore  assignats ! 

And  is.it  for  the  sake  of  an  lioatiiotion  th«s 
worthless,  thus  pernicious,  that  the  solemn  faith 
.of  the  United  States  is  to  be  pledged  that  no  other 
bank  shall  be  established  for  twenty  years?  The 
Qoverament  needs  and  the  nation  needs  a  bank 
-foontied  on  a  solid  basis,  operating  wisely,  fur- 
nishing.a  circulation  that  will  command  .uni ver- 
'  sal  confidence  and  credit,and. capable  of  aiding  the 
Admintstmtion  in  the  manajgement:of  its  finances. 
Yet  the  possibility  of  making  sach  an  establish- 
ment is  to  be  forbidden  for  twenty  years,  and  this 
for  the  sake  of  a  mere  manufactory  of  paper  I 
But  this  is  not  all.  The  Government  binds  itself 
to  receive  this  paper  in  discharge  of  all  public 
dues  1  Thus  stipulating  for  its  own  bankruptcy, 
and  rendering  impracticable  a  compliance  with 
its  most  solemn  engagements.  For,  if  it  receive 
nothios  but  worthless  paper,  in  what  shall  it  pay 
its  creditors— 4ts  domestic  and  foreign  creditors? 
It  will  be  unable  to  pay  cash.  It  cannot  dare  to 
impose  on  them  what  is  not  the  representative 
of  cash. 

If  this  view  of  the  permanent  consequences  re* 


auhiflg  from  the  proposed  haiA  be  correct,  it  mast 
be  regarded  as  a  most  ruinous  project,  instead 
of  resorting  to  it. as  the  only  efficiefit  remedy  for 
the  mischitts  aikd  embarrassments  that  now  exist, 
we  should  reject  it  as  big  with  evils  infinitely 
mere  fatal  than  any  we  have  yet  endored. 

Mr.  G.  here  remarked  that  he  bad  beard  the 
example  of  the  Bank  of  England,  after  the  sus- 
pension of  ity  specie  payments,  ur^ed  as  an  au- 
tbortty  for  the  usefulness  of  an  institution  which 
should  not  be  compelled  to  redeem  its  paper.  He 
had  not  the  leisure,  nor  indeed  the  ioformation, 
which  would  be  required  to  £^0  into  a  full  refuta- 
tion of  such  an  infereoce.  But  he  could  not  ibr- 
bear  frorp  stating  some  prominent  facts  which 
would  put.an  eod  to  this  supposed  analogy.  The 
.Bank  of  Giyglaad  had  been  established  more  than 
a  ceatury.  It  was. so  .firmly  nooted  in  the  public 
confidence,  that  **8afe  as  the  Bank  of  England'^ 
had  become.a  proverbs  Though  not  in  form  con- 
nected with  the  Government,  yet  a  motoal  in- 
terest and  a  variety  of  coneurreot  operations  iuul 
produced  such  a  connexion,  in  fact,  that  the  sta> 
biiiiy  of  one  was  a  pledge  lor  that  of  the  other. 
All  the  private  bankers  in  London  tmnsacted 
bttsiaess  on  the  credit  of  this  bank ;  and  these,  by 
their  connexion  with  the  bankers  throoghoot  the 
Kingdom,  sustained  and  everywhere  extended 
this  credi t.  Such  were  the  ramifications  through 
which  the  agency  of  this  honk  was  spread,  that 
there  was  not  an  individual  in  the  Kingdom,  pos- 
sessing anything  lo  lose,  who  directly  or  indi- 
rectly was  not  interested  in  iu  solidity.  Yet 
with  all  these  aids  to  uphold  it— >the  most  power- 
ful (except  the  possession  of  cash  to  meet  its  en- 
gagements) that  ever  were  or  can  be  united  to 
support  any  institution — thus  sustained  by  ancieat 
reverence,  by  universal  interest,  and  by  a  stable 
Government,  which  determined  to  stand  or  fall 
with  it— the  interruption  of  specie  payments  gave 
it  such  a  shock  that  it  tottered  to  its  base.  Many 
of  its  friends  feared,  and  most, of  oar  oracles  pre- 
dicted, its  utter  fall.  The  paper  of  the  bank  de- 
preciated to  a  most  alarming  extent.  And  had 
not  a  prosperous  commerce  and  the  most  fortu- 
nate political  occurrences  come  in  aid  of  the  in- 
stitution, it  is  difficult  to  coQJecture  how  far  soch 
depreciation  would  have  gone.  Can  a  mere  es- 
cape from  destruction,  by  a  anspension  of  specie 
payments,  under  all  these  singularly  Cavorable 
ciccumataaees,  be  viewed  as  an  argument  for  the 
establishment  of  a  bank,  which  is  ta begin  by  an 
issue  of  paper  that  it  is  known  it  cannot  radeem  ? 
Because  such  a  suspension  did  not  ntterly  anni- 
hilate confidence  in  an  ancient  institution,  does 
it  follow  that  it  will  create  confidence  in  a  new 
one?  There  is  nothing  in  the  history  of  the  Bank 
of  England  which  can  furnish  an  argument  in 
favor  of  the  proposed  scheme. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  am  perfectly  aware  that 
it  is  not  so  much  the  expectation  of  permanent 
benefit,  as  the  hope  of  immediate  succor  from  the 
proposed  bank,  that  excites  the  zeal  of  its  sap- 
porters.  In  a  paroxysm  of  pain,  the  impatient 
sufierer  often  flies  for  relief  to  the  empiric  potion, 
although  he  knows  that  it  is  ultimately  fatal. 


677 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


578 


NOYCM  BBR,  1814. 


Bank  of  the  United  Statet. 


H.  OP  R. 


'*  The  Treasarjr  it  empty,  and  public  credit  at  the 
'  lowest  stage  of  depression.  Something  must  be 
'  done,  and  done  immediately,  to  help  the  finances. 
'  What  can  be  effectual  but  the  establishment  of 
*  a  great  National  Bank?"  Such  is  the  general 
style  of  thought  and  expression  among  those  who 
are  most  earnest  for  the  passage  of  this  bill.  It 
cannot  be  denied|  sir,  that  the  fiscal  concerns  of 
this  nation  are  in  a  state  alarmiosly  critical,  and 
emphatically  require  whatever  ofwtsdom  can  be 
found  la  the  Qovernment  to  snatch  them  from 
ruin.  But,  let  me  conjure  gentlemen  not  to  be 
led  away  by  this  sense  of  danger  into  a  hasty 
adoption  of  any  measure  which  promises  the  dis- 
embarrassment of  our  finances.  It  is  always  at 
such  moments,  in  the  history  of  nations,  that 
daring  adventurers  and  vbionary  projectors  obtain 
a  favorable  reception  of  their  desperate  schemes. 
With  the  magnificence  of  promise,  and  the  en- 
thusiasm of  presumption,  they  dazzle  the  imagi- 
nation, and  seduce  the  judgment  of  the  ardent, 
the  timid,  the  indolent,  and  the  credulous.  It  was 
at  such  a  moment  as  this,  in  the  history  of  French  | 
finance,  that  the  celebrated  John  Law  came  for- 
ward with  his  magnificent  project.  The  old 
fashioned  mode  of  redeeming  public  credit  by 
economy,  punctuality,  and  affording  security  to 
the  creditors,  was  thought  too  slow  a  process  for 
the  exigencies  of  the  time.  A  more  rapid  and 
complete  remedy  was  desired;  and  who  could 
fail  to  perceive  such  a  remedy  in  his  great  Mis- 
sissippi Bank?  For  a  while  it  exceeded  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  most  credulous.  Secured  by  the 
farms  of  all  the  farmed  revenues  in  France,  hold- 
ing a  monopoly  of  the  African  and  East  Indian 
commerce,  and  resting  on  a  solid  capital  of  the 
fertile  lands  and  golden  mines  of  the  Mississippi, 
it  gained  the  public  confidence,  and  commanded 
all  the  specie  of  the  Kingdom.  Its  stock  rose  to 
an  enormous  value,  and  the  circulation  of  its 
paper  seemed  to  have  no  bounds.  But,  in  prac- 
tice, it  was  unable  to  meet  its  engagements  and 
to  redeem  its  paper.  In  vain  did  Gbvernment 
interpose  to  upnold  the  credit  of  the  institution. 
Conndence  was  withdrawn;  circulation  ceased; 
the  babble  burst;  thousands  were  ruined,  and 
the  finances  degraded  far  below  their  former  de- 
iMsement.  If  the  proposed  plan  Is  to  afford  relief 
to  our  necessities,  it  cannot  oe  difficult  to  discover 
it.  This  is  not  a  matter  of  faith,  but  of  calcula- 
tion. Whence  is  this  relief  and  what  is  the 
amount  of  it  ?  It  will  be  saia  that  the  bank  is  to 
accommodate  the  Government,  at  six  per  cent., 
with  a  loan  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars.  Such  a 
loan  is  absolutely  necessary  to  our  wants;  per- 
haps can  be  no  where  else  obtained,  and  certainly 
not  upon  as  moderate  terms.  Let  this  suggestion 
be  examined  for  a  moment,  and  all  that  is  plausi- 
ble in  it  vanishes.  In  what  does  the  bank  make 
this  loan?  Not  in  money,  for  it  has  it  not;  not 
in  the  representative  of  money,  for  its  issues  are 
made  on  a  capital  of  irredeemable  public  debt; 
not  in  paper  that  will  command  money,  for  the 
bank,  as  we  have  seen,  must  be  immediately  re- 
lieved from  the  obligation  to  pay  specie.  In  what 
then  is  this  loan  made?  In  paper  having  no 
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value  except  that  it  reprcbcnts  the  engagements 
of  an  institution  whose  only  wealth  consists  in 
the  engagements  of  the  Government,  and  answer* 
ing  no  purpose  of  circulation  except  that  the 
Qovernment  has  made  ii  receivable  in  payment 
of  taxes.  Is  it  not  manifest  that  the  direct  en- 
gagements of  the  Government  most  have  at  least 
equal  value  with  that  paper  which  ultimately 
represents  them ;  and  that  these  engagements 
may  equally  be  made  receivable  in  commutation 
of  taxes?  Then  the  simple  meaning  of  this  trans- 
action Is  to  procure  paper  engagements  of  a  suit- 
able form  and  devices  to  be  prepared  for  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  pay  the  manufacturers  for  their 
trouble  (at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  on  the  nomi- 
nal amount  manufactured)  one  million  eij^ht  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  per  annum.  This  is  a  very 
expensive  establishment,  sir.  Tou  can  surely 
have  your  Treasury  notes  equally  well  struck, 
and  filled  op,  and  signed,  at  a  much  less  cost. 
And  none  can  doubt  hot  that  they  will  answer 
every  purpose  of  the  Treasury  bank  notes.  Un- 
less swindling  be  designed,  there  is  something 
preposterous  m  the  idea  that  A,  who  has  capiul, 
cannot  attempt  a  circulation  of  his  own  negotia- 
ble paper,  but  gives  his  bond  to  B.  who  has  no 
capital,  and  obtains  Bh  notes  in  the  expectation 
that  they  will  circulate  freely  on  his  [A's]  prom- 
ise to  take  them  in  payment  of  debts,  as  though 
they  were  his  own.  But  the  idea  approaches  to 
insanity  when  A  regularly  pays  interest  on  the 
bond  to  B  for  the  use  of  these  noieir,  which  draw 
no  interest,  and  whose  sole  claim  to  credit  is  de- 
rived from  their  connexion  with  that  bond,  and 
from  his  consent  to  treat  them  with  respect.  The 
only  quality  which  these  bank  notes  can  possess, 
entitling  them  to  confidence,  or  fitting  them  to 
be  the  medium  of  circulation,  is  that  which  the 
Government  imparts  to  them— of  bein^  receiva- 
ble in  payment  of  taxes.  If  it  annex  this  quality 
to  its  own  paper,  and  makes  it  as  convenient  for 
receipts  and  payments  as  the  notes  of  this  paper 
bank,  an  immense  saving  is  made,  and  every  bene- 
ficial purpose  equally  answered.  It  is  idle  to 
imagine  that  the  engagements  of  an  institution, 
whose  capital  is  composed  of  Government  debt, 
can  have  any  other  credit  than  those  uf  the  Gov- 
ernment itself.  The  whole  foundation  on  which 
either  can  rest,  is  the  credit  of  the  Government. 
If  3rou  seek  a  further  basis  you  but  imitate  the 
Indian  sage,  who  rested  his  world  on  the  fa«ick  of 
an  huge  elephant,  who  stood  on  the  back  of  an  im- 
mense tortoise,  who  stood  on  he  knew  not  what. 
We  are  told  one  immediate  benefit  to  result 
from  this  Institution  is,  that  it  will  absorb  twenty- 
four  millions  of  Government  stock  now  in  the 
market,  and  make  room  for  the  Gbvernmeot  to 
throw  more  stock  into  it.  This  is  surely  a  delu- 
sion. Six  millions  of  Government  securities  in 
the  form  of  Treasury  notes,  and  eighteen  millions 
in  the  form  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  will  be  made 
to  assume  the  form  of  United  States  Bank  block. 
But  this  bank  has  a  capital  coosisting  almost  ex- 
clusively of  Government  securities.  Shares  in 
this  capital  are  then,  in  fact,  little  else  than  evi- 
dences of  an  interest  in  these  securities*    These 
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tweacy-foor  miilions  of  GoTernineoC  stock  are 
not  actually  removed  from  the  market,  bm  re> 
main  there  aoder  a  different  name.  Instead  of 
being  transferred  as  Treasury  notes,  or  as  Goy- 
ernment  six  per  cents.,  they  are  assigned  as  bank 
stock.  No  burden  is  thereby  taken  from  the 
market;  no  ability  to  loan  is  communicated  to 
any  one ;  no  demand  for  Govern  men  t  paper 
created. 

But  the  principal  advantage  which  is  boasted- 
of,  as  resulting  from  this  bank,  is  the  revival  of 
public  credit  by  the  appreciation  of  the  public  debt. 
This  consideration  is  entitled  to  attention,  both 
because  it  is.  somewhat  plausible,  and  because  it 
is  much  insisted  on  by  the  friends  of  the  scheme. 
Public  credit,  at  all  times  important  to  the  nation, 
is  now,  when  revenue  is  ezMUsted,  and  a  war  of 
immense  expenditures  pressing  upon  the  Treas* 
ary  with  daily  increasing  demands,  of  incalcola- 
ble  value.  This  faculty,  known  to  be  exceedingly 
im^ired  by  late  occurrences,  is  to  be  renovated 
by  imparting  value  to  certain  evidences  of  the 

Fablic  debt  now  much  depreciated  in  the  market, 
am  utterly  unable  to  perceive  how  the  result  is 
to  be  produced.  A  high  price  of  Government 
stock  is  often  an  indication  of  the  healthful  state 
of  public  credit.  When  every  species  of  Gov- 
ernment stock  is  at  full  price,  not  from  the  opera- 
tion of  accidental  or  temporary,  but  of  permanent 
and  regular  causes,  it  may  be  regarded  as  an  une- 
quivocal evidence  of  sound  public  credit.  But  an 
artificial  value  communicated  for  a  moment  to  a 
part  of  the  public  debt,  not  extending  to  the  rest 
nor  promising  long  continuance,  is  a  proof  of  irreg- 
ular exciiementj  indicating  diseased,  not  vigorous, 
credit.  To  revive  public  credit  by  imparting  an 
extraneous  value  to  stock  seems  about  as  wise  as 
to  restore  health  by  an  artificial  coloring  of  the 
cheek.  Superficial  observers  may  be  cheated  by 
the  appearance;  the  credulous  experimenter  may 
for  a  moment  delude  himself,  but  the  mistake  of 
either  cannot  last  long. 

Let  us  examine  a  little  more  in  detail  the  effect 
which  this  bank  is  to  produce  on  the  public  stock 
and  the  public  crediL  There  is  now  in  market 
(I  speak  in  round  numbers)  sixty  millions  of 
Government  debt  created  since  the  war,  which, 
at  an  averaffe,  may  be  said  to  be  worth  in  specie 
seventy  doUars  in  the  hundred.  By  allowing 
twenty-four  millions  of  this  debt  to  be  subscribed 
at  its  nominal  price  in  payment  for  bank  shares, 
it  is  supposed  that  jrou  will  create  a  demand  for 
this  stock,  which  will  raise  it  to  eighty-five  or 
ninety.  But,  after  the  twentj-four  millions  are 
subscribed,  the  residue  having  no  new  value 
communicated  to  it,  will  preserve  its  former  place 
in  the  market.  Thus  far  nothing  is  seen  out  a 
mere  stock-jobbing  operation — an  adventitious 
price  given  to  pubuc  securities  to  enable  the  pres- 
ent holders  to  get  rid  of  them  at  the  expense  of 
others  in  whose  hands  they  are  to  depreciate. 
But  the  twenty-four  millions  subscribed  are  con- 
verted into  bank  stock;  and,  as  it  is  presumed 
bank  stock  will  be  at  par,  these  twenty-four  mil- 
lions are  raised  in  value  from  sixteen  millions 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  their  nominal 


amount.  This  may  be  a  eorrect  statement — and 
here  there  is  a  clear  gain  of  seven  miilions  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  but,  if  I  may  be  al- 
lowed a  phrase  of  the  gentleman  near  me,  f  Mr. 
Wbiobt,)  I  would  ask,  ^^Cui  bonoV*  to  whom 
does  this  gain  accrue?  Eight  millions  distributed 
among  the  holders  of  certain  favored  stock  may 
be  a  vast  help  to  their  financial  opera tioos«  but  I 
do  not  see  how  our  finances  are  thereby  aided,  or 
our  credit  restored.  The  practical  definition  of 
credit  is  the  ability  to  buy  and  borrow  cheap- 
bow  this  ability  is  increased  by  legislating  for- 
tunes  to  a  few  at  the  expense  of  the  community 
is  not  very  obvious.  Do  you  expect  that  those 
whom  you  thus  enrich  will  lend  you  from  grat* 
itude  ?  They  will  remember  the  fate  tihey  have 
so  narrowly  escaped,  and  be  careful  bow  they 
again  incur  the  risk  of  baakruptcy.  Will  others 
be  eager  to  lend  you  from  the  hope  of  similar  £i- 
vors?  You  have  put  it  out  ot  your  power  to 
oblige,  for  you  can  make  no  more  banks. 

A  very  strange  opinion  prevails  in  relacion  to 
the  holders  of  this  war  stock.  It  seems  to  be  sap- 
posed  that  Government  is  under  some  oUigaiiott 
to  raise  its  price.  So  far  as  its  value  is  to  be  ef- 
feeted  by  a  punctual  faithful,  and  liberal  compli- 
ance w-ith  the  engagements  of  the  C3ovemment, 
no  man  more  sincerely  wishes  its  rise  than  my- 
self. I  have  joined  in  the  pledge  to  give  it  full 
security  by  an  adequate  sinking  fund  before  the 
close  of  this  session,  and  I  certainly  shall  be  ready 
to  redeem  my  pledge.  I  will  concur  in  any  plan 
which  may  be  requisite  to  provide  for  the  faith- 
ful payment  of  the  interests,  and  the  honest  re- 
imbursement of  their  principal.  Thus  far  I  go, 
for  thus  far  the  Government  is  morally  boond 
to  go ;  but  to  do  more  than  this,  to  make  a  bank 
for  them,  is  to  legislate,  not  for  the  nation,  but 
for  individuals. 

From  whai  I  have  said  it  is  manifest  that,  what- 
ever may  be  my  predilection  foraJVational  Bank, 
it  is  impossible  that  I  should  sanction  the  plan 
which  is  now  proposed.  Its  general  and  perma- 
nent effects  I  regard  as  roost  pernicious;  its  im- 
mediate consequences  without  adequate  benefit 
to  counteract  its  expense  to  €k>vernaient,  and 
wearing  too  much  the  appearance  of  a  mere  stock- 
jobbing operation.  While  1  disapprove  the  schema 
submittea,  I  owe  it  to  candor  to  state  what  plan 
I  would  be  ready  to  support.  Let  the  capital  of 
the  bank  be  reduced  to  a  manageable  size.  The 
Bank  of  England,  the  only  incorporated  insiitu- 
tion  of  the  kind  within  the  Kingdom,  has  a  cap- 
ital less  than  twenty  millions  sterling,  the  paper 
of  which  is  a  sufiicient  medium  for  the  collection 
of  a  revenue  of  eighty  millions.  Ours,  sorely, 
will  be  large  enough  if  we  make  it  equal  to  our 
revenue,  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  I  am  not 
anxious  that  the  Government  should  take  an  ia- 
terest  in  it,  especially  as,  at  this  moment,  it  is  not 
advisable  to  contract  more  debts  than  are  ooa- 
voidable.  But,. as  this  is  a  fashionable  idea,  I 
would  consent  that  the  United  States  should  sob- 
scribe  for  ^ve  millions  of  this  stock.  Of  the  re- 
maining fifteen  millions,  five  millions,  at  least, 
should  be  paid,  aauaify  paid,  in  specie ;  and  tea 
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might  be  subscribed  in  TreftSDrvnotes,  or  stoek ] 
hereafter  to  be  created)  at  par.  The  appreciation 
of  these  notes,  or  of  this  stoek,  wonid  be  taken 
into  consideration  at  the  time  of  issuing  them, 
and  its  benefit  thus  accroe  directly  to  the  Oot- 
emment.  In  favor  of  existing  stock,  I  would 
agree  that  it  mi^ht  be  received  in  lien  of  new 
stock  or  Treaattry  notes,  hot  at  its  oriffinal  con- 
tract prices  with  Qorernment.  Either  this  would 
be  a  beneficial  priTilege,  or  it  would  not.  If  a 
privilege,  and  tacrefore  embraced^  the  Govern- 
ment would  derive  a  profit  of  the  difference  on  all 
the  subscribed  stoek  between  the  contract  and 
nominal  price^  by  way  of  bonus  for  the  charter ; 
and  if  it  should  not  be  regarded  as  a  privilege, 
there  is  no  compulsion  on  the  holder  of  the  stock 
to  subscribe.  The  direetioo  of  the  bank  shook! 
bo  confided  solely  to  the  officers  selected  by  the 
stockholders.  The  institution  should  be  left  free 
to  pureue  its  interest,  and  under  no  obligation  to 
lend  to  the  Oovernment.  It  should  be  competed 
to  redeem  all  its  issues  by  gold  and  silver,  and, 
whenever  it  needed-  an  addition  of  specie  to  its 
capital^  it  might  sell  any  portion  of  its  public 
debt  to  procure  it.  ^  Such  an  establish  men  t,  hon- 
estly and  prudently  managed,  would  be  a  basis 
on  which  to  support  a  circulating  medium  ade- 
quate to  our  wants  and  deserving  of  our  confi- 
dence. Such  an  establiahment  would  afibrd  to 
the  Qovemment  all  the  facilities  it  could  wish 
for  eoliectiog,  keeping,  and  disbursing  its  revenue. 
These  great  purposes  answered^  most  essentially 
aid  the  public  credit.  Other  aids  it  should  have, 
which  are  not  to  be  obtained  through  any  bank. 
Giving  full  securitv  to  the  public  creditor,  not  by 
a  pledge  of  faith,  but  of  fiinds;  provide  compe- 
tent revenue  for  paying  him  his  interest,  and  be 
punctual  in  the  payment ;  and,  above  all,  put 
down  all  profusion,  and  extravagance,  and  waste 
— economy  will  save  the  neeessitjr  of  immense 
loans.  These  things  done,  all  will  be  accom- 
plished which,  while  the  war  continues,  is  on 
yoar  part  practicable,  and  the  issue  most  then  be 
trnstcNl  to  Providence. 

To  ascertain,  sir,  how  far  my  opinions  may  be 
aeeeptable  to  the  Committee,  1  move  you  to 
amend  the  first  section  of  the  bill  where  it  pro- 
vides for  the  capital  of  this  bank,  by  striking  out 
the  word  **  fifty,'*  and  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof, 
"  twenty." 

Mr.  riac  made  some  remarks  by  way  of  re- 
sisting the  attack  which  he  said  the  gentleman 
had  to-dny  made  fVom  the  same  battery  as  he 
yesterday  opened  on  the  hill.  He  denied  the 
appHcal»lity  of  some  of  bis  remarks,  particularly 
of  that  in  relation  to  Law's  scheme,  which  arose 
from  that  bank's' having  issued  a  vast  amount  of 
paper  on  its  capital,  founded  on  the  fictitious 
value  of  certain  land  certificates,  dbc.,  an  excess 
of  folly  into  which  no  i^roperly  regulated  bank 
was  in  any  danger  of  falling,  Sac. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Oa8TOii'0  motion  to 
strike  ont  ffty  and  insert  twenty  millions,  was 
then  decided  as  follows:  For  the  motion  47, 
against  it  79. 

So  the  motion  waa  negatHred. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkbr,  of  Massachusetts, 
among  the  places  at  which  subscription  books 
should  be  opened,  Hallo  well  in  Maine  was  in- 
serted, and  three  persons  named  as  commissioners. 

Mr.  CoNDicT.  of  New  Jersey,  said  be  thought 
it  would  be  good  policy  to  permit  as  large  a  por- 
tion of  the  agricultural  community  to  contribute 
to  the  stock  as  possible.  With  this  view  he 
moved  to  increase  the  number  of  shares  from  one 
to  five  hundred  thousand,  and  reduce  the  amount 
of  each  shaa^  to  one  ioslead  of  &ve  hundred 
doUanh 

Mr.  PisK^  of  New  Vork,  opposed  thb  mocioa. 
The  shares,  he  eooeeived,  were  made  sofiMkntly 
small  to  enable  every  one  so  disposed  to  partiei* 
pate  in  the  baak ;  w4iile  a  still  further  subdivis- 
ion of  the  slock  would  produce  great  embarrasa* 
meat,  and  a  total  derangement  of  the  detaila  of 
the  bill,  and  much  diffictnty  in  apportioning  the 
proportions  of  stock,  Treasury  notes,  and  specie, 
to  be  paid  on  each  share. 

The  motion  was  rejected,  yeas  32l 

Mr.  Wriqbt,  of  Maryland,.  propMcd  to  substi- 
tute, for  the  provision  respectioff  the  manner  of 
takio|^  subscriptions  for  this  stock,  a  provision  for 
drvidtog  its  capital  stock  among  the  several  States 
in  proportion  to  their  representation;  so  that  all 
the  members  of  the  Union  might  equally  partici- 
pate in  the  benefits  of  such  sul^cription.  He  had 
no  doubt  the  subscriptions  would  be  advantage- 
ous to  the  individuals,  inasmuch  as  he  believed 
the  stock  would  be  greatly  above  par  as  soon  as 
the  bank  went  into  operation.  Not  having,  how- 
ever, had  time  to  prepare  an  amendment  to  meet 
his  wishes,  he  should  waive  his  motion  for  the 
present,  until  the  bill  was  gone  through. 

After  making  further  verbal  amendments  to 
the  first  section,  the  second  section  of  the  bill  was 
read,  in  the  following  words: 

Ssc.  2.  And  be  ii  further  enaetedy  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  person,  copartnership*  or  body  politict 
to  subscribe  for  lo  many  shares  of  the  said  capital 
stock  of  the  said  bank,  as  he,  she,  or  they,  shall  think 
fit,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  shares;  except  as  is 
hereinafter  provided  for  the  subscription  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  sums  respectively  sabscribedv 
except  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  as  is  hereinafter 
provided,  shall  be  payable  in  the  manner  following, 
that  is  to  say :  one-fifth  part  thereof  in  gold  or  silver 
coin  of  the  United  Sutes;  three-fifth  parts  thereof  in 
gold  or  silver  coin  of  the  United  Stoles,  or  in  the  pub- 
Ho  debt  of  the  United  Stales,  contracted  by  virtue  of  the 
act  of  Congress,  entitled  ''An  act  authorising  a  loan  for 
a  sum  not  exceeding  elevea  millions  of  dolhos,'^  passed 
the  fourteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twelve^  or  contracted  by  virtue  of  any  subs^ 
quent  act  and  acta  of  Congress,  anthoriaing  a  loan,  or 
foans;  and  one-fifth  part  thereof  in  gold  or  silver  com^ 
or  in  Treasury  notes,  issued  under  thfe  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  *«An  act  to  authorize  the  issning  of  Treasury 
notes;"  passed  the  thirtieth  day  of  Juno,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  or  issued  under  the  author- 
ity of  any  subsequent  act  or  sets  of  Congress,  anthor- 
Bing  Treasury  notes  to  be  issocd.  And  the  said  pay. 
ment  shaU  be  made  and  completed  in  the  sums  and 
at  the  times  heieinsfter  declared,  that  is  to  say :  at  the 
tioie  of  eubecribtng,  there  shaU  be  paid  twentj  doUaia 
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on  eacl^  ihare,  in  gold  or  lilTer  coin,  and  two  handrad 
Mian  more  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  or  in  the  public 
debt  and  Treasorj  notes  aforesaid,  in  the  proportions 
aforesaid.  At  the  expiration  of  four  calendar  months, 
after  the  time  of  subscribing,  there  shall  be  paid  the 
further  sam  of  forty  dollars  on  each  share,  in  gold  or 
silver  coin,  and  one  hnndred  doUan  in  gold  and  silver 
coin,  or  in  the  public  debt  and  Treasury  notes  afore- 
said, in  the  proportions  aforesaid.  At  the  expiration 
of  six  calendar  months,  from  the  time  of  subscribing, 
there  shall  be  paid  the  further  sum  of  forty  dollars,  in 
gold  or  silver  coin,  and  one  hundred  doUars  in  gold 
or  silver  coin,  or  in  the  public  debt  and  Treasury 
notes  aforesaid,  in  the  proportions  aforesaid.  And  the 
subscriptions  in  public  stock  and  Treasury  notes,  as 
aforesaid,  riiall  be  taken  and  credited  for  the  principal, 
and  so  much  of  the  interest  thereof,  respectively,  as 
shall  have  accrued  on  the  day  of  subscribing  the  same. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  moved  (o  anieod  this 
section  by  adding  thereto  a  proviso,  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

**Promdedt  That  no  interest  shall  accrue  on  the 
Public  Stock  or  Treasury  notes  paid  by  the  subscri- 
bers as  a  part  of  the  capital  of  the  bank  during  the 
continuance  of  the  charter." 

The  reason  assigned  by  Mr.  Hall  was,  that 
the  bank  would  draw  a  doable  interest  on  the 
stock  part  of  the  capital,  viz :  six  per  cent,  on  the 
stock,  and  a  per  centage  from  the  operations  of 
the  bank  upon  that  stock. 

Mr.  Fi9K  opposed  this  motion,  and  expressed 
much  surprise  at  it.  He  thought  the  moral  sense 
of  the  Government  must  revolt  at  its  injustice: 
besides,  that  it  would  destroy  all  possibility  of 
organizing  a  bank  on  the  principles  proposed  by 
the  bill. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Hall  was  negatived,  very 
few  voices  only  appearing  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  moved  so  to  amend 
the  bill  as  to  make  it  optional  to  subscribers  to 
pay  in  the  whole  of  their  shares  ^except  the  spe- 
cie part)  in  six  per  cent,  stock,  instead  of  com- 
pelling them  to  pay  in  a  part  or  the  subscription 
in  Treasury  notes. 

This  motion  was  opposed  bvMr.  Fisk,  of  New 
York,  and  negatived,  yeas  only  43. 

Mr.  Bradbury,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  mo- 
tion, the  object  of  which  was,  in  the  provision 
respecting  the  subscription  of  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  the  capital  in  stock  of  the  loans  created 
since  the  war,  to  substiiote  in  lieu  thereof  the 
stock  ^*  in  loans  hereafter  to  be  contracted  by  au- 
thority of  any  act  of  Congress,  passed  or  to  be 
passed  during  the  present  session." 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  bill,  as  it  now  stood,  would 
afford  no  real  advantage  to  the  Government  un- 
less it  were  in  the  privilege  of  borrowing  thirty 
millions  of  dollars  from  the  bank.  The  intention 
of  the  charter  proposed  to  be  granted  by  the  bill, 
was,  to  authorize  the  iodividaals  associating  to 
issue  paper  money — notes  which  woulJ  promise 
to  pay  nothing  but  paper— for,  he  contended, 
whether  the  provision  authorizing  the  President, 
on  certain  occasions,  to  suspend  payment  of  spe- 
cie, were  adopted  or  not,  the  institution  would 
bt  nothing  but  a  hank  of  paper  moneys  and  he 


could  see  do  advantage  the  Goveroment  could 
derive  from  borrowing  thirty  roilliooa  of  paper 
money.  If,  however,  this  bank  should  b«  ad- 
vantageous or  profitable  to  stockholders,  he  could 
see  no  reason  why  those  who  had  lent  the  Gov- 
ernment money  since  the  declaration  of  war, 
should  have  any  advantage  over  any  present  or 
future  stockholders.  They  had  obtained,  he  con- 
ceived, sufficient  discount  beyond  the  six  per  cent, 
interest  for  the  loans  they  had  made— 4ind  yet^  it 
appeared  to  him.  from  an  ezaminatioo  of  this 
bill,  that  its  whole  object  was  to  benefit  this  de- 
scription of  persons.  If  this  bank  should  go  into 
operation,  which  he  doubted — even  shouid  the 
bill  pass,  what,  he  asked,  would  be  the  coo  se- 
quence? Ignorant  and  unwary  men  would  pur- 
chase the  public  stock,  at  par,  from  those  who 
contracted  for  it  and  now  hold  it,  and  presenily 
the  bubble  would  burst,  and  these  purehasers  be> 
come  the  losers  by  the  scheme.  If  the  iodividu- 
als  who  took  the  last  loans  had  been  permitted  to 
devUe  a  bill  for  their  particular  advantage,  they 
could  not  have  drawn  one  to  suit  them  belter. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  proposed  to  submit, 
in  lieu  of  Mr.  Braobory'r  motion,  an  amendment 
which  he  had  prepared.  If  the  House  meant  to 
do  perfect  justice  to  themselves,  to  their  country, 
and  to  the  United  States,  be  said  they  would  be 
Indisposed  to  put  the  public  stock,  redeemable  at 
the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Gtovernmeot,  on  the 
same  footing  as  specie ;  and,  if  that  stock  were 
permitted  to  be  subscribed,  at  the  contract  price, 
It  would  be  a  sufficient  bonus  to  the  stockholders 
that  their  stock  was  converted  into  bank  capital, 
which  would  immediately  rise  to  50  or  60  per 
cent,  above  par.  In  such  a  provision  as  be  pro- 
posed, there  would  be  nothing  coercive ;  the  stock- 
holder might  or  might  not  subscribe  his  stock ;  if 
he  did,  he  would  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as 
the  rest  of  the  community.  Mr.  W.  wished, 
therefore,  to  admit  any  stock  to  be  subscribed  of 
the  past  or  future  loans  at  the  contraet  price. 

Mr.  Bradbury  declined  assenting  to  this  sub- 
stitute to  his  motion,  which,  however,  he  modified 
by  adding  to  the  end  of  it  the  words, "  at  its  par 
value,"  thus  proposing  to  allow  subscriptions  to 
the  bank  in  the  stock  of  any  future  loan,  at  its 
par  value. 

Mr.  FiSK  opposed  Mr.  Bradbury's  motion  with 
considerable  warmth.  If  they  could  not  aid  the 
public  credit,  he  said,  he  hopied  Congress  would 
refrain  from  doing  anything  which  should  injure 
it.  The  public  creditor  had  generally  gone  to  the 
extent  of  his  means  ia  purchasing  the  public  stock 
now  lying  on  bis  hands.  But  it  never  could  have 
entered  into  his  calculation  that  the  Qovernment 
would  adopt  any  measure  calculkted  directly  to 
bear  on  him,  as  the  creation  of  a  new  stock  on 
different  footing  certainly  would,  by  giving  it  the 
advantage  in  the  market  over  him.  'Such  a  courbe 
pursued  by  a  Qovernment,  of  exercising  its  power 
to  serve  its  own  purposes,  instead  of  pursuing  a 
course  of  magnanimous  policy,  must,  Mr.  F.  said, 
be  repugnant  to  everv  sentiment  of  morality  as 
well  as  justice,  which  ought  to  be  observed  by 
nations.    It  would  be  an  iniquitous  deiusion  prac* 
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tised  on  ibe  eommuDity,  iDasmuch  as  the  depre- 
ciation of  pablic  stock  does  not  now  arise  so  much 
from  distrust  of  the  Qovernment  as  from  inability 
of  the  people  to  lend,  which  ability  could  not  be 
increased  by  giving  this  sort  of  privilege  to  the 
atoek  in  any  subsequent  loans,  &e.  Such  a  dis- 
crimination as  is  proposed  would  so  weaken  the 
confidence  in  the  public  faith,  that  he  did  not  be- 
lieve, after  adopting  it.  the  Government  would  be 
able  to  obtain  further  loans  on  any  terms. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  in  a  very  decided 
manner,  reprobated  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment. It  was  pretty  well  understood,  he  said, 
that  the  Government  bad  exhausted  almost  to  the 
last  cent  the  ability  of  the  nation  to  obtain  loans 
under  the  existing  state  of  things.  It  was  true, 
that  while  this  House  was  recently  debating  on 
the  three  million  loan  bill,  he  had  suggested, 
and  it  was  the  fact,  that  the  Executive  was  ne- 
gotiating  a  part  of  the  six  million  loan.  They 
had  hopes,  also,  to  obtain,  under  the  bill  last  pro- 
posed, a  loan  to  enable  them  to  redeem  the  Trea- 
sury notes  becoming  due  in  this  quarter.  But, 
how  could  this  body  expect  this  Government 
should,  in  the  hour  of  most  need  and  difficulty, 
obtain  those  resources  which  are  indispensable  to 
the  fulfilment  of  the  public  eqgagements,  if  gen- 
tlemen, first  on  one  da^  and  then  on  another, 
should  persist  in  introducing  motions  and  speeches 
in  respect  to  the  present  creditors  which  must  have 
an  injurious  effect  on  future  loans  ?  No  doubt, 
the  gentleman  in  this  motion,  thought  he  was  ad- 
▼oeating  the  interests  of  his  country  ;  but,  unfor- 
taoately,  b^  one  and  another  proceeding,  public 
credit  was  injured  and  the  operations  of  Govern- 
ment retarded.  Remarks  had  been  made  on  this 
floor,  and  he  alluded  emphatically  to  those  uofor- 
tuoately  made  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Jackson,}  who  he  regretted  was  not  now  in  his 
seat,  which  had  a  more  deleterious  effect  on  pub- 
lic credit  than  that  gentleman  could  possiblv  have 
expected  or  wished.  They  were  certainly  not 
authorized  by  sound  policy,  and  he  would  ven- 
ture to  say,  so  far  as  they  respected  the  public 
credit,  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  and  pay- 
ment of  past  and  future  loans,  were  not  sanctioned 
by  the  Administration  or  any  member  of  it.  He 
would  not  support  anv  men  or  Administration 
that  supported  such  a  doctrine;  and,  so  far  as  the 
doctrine  had  been  advocated  by  one  of  his  politi- 
cal friends,  he  declared  the  opinions  expressed 
were  not  his;  that  they  were  unworthy  of  any 
parly,  of  any  Government,  of  anv  Administration, 
or  any  member  of  it.  As  to  this  bill,  he  enter- 
tained Constitutional  objections  to  the  establish- 
ment of  any  bank;  if  they  could  be  removed,  he 
mi^ht  vote  for  this»  bill.  He  did  not  rise  to  speak 
of  Its  merits,  but  to  protest  against  propositions 
calculated  to  weaken  if  not  destroy  all  confidence 
in  the  public  faith.  It  had  been  assigned  as  a  rea- 
aoa  for  such  a  motion,  that  speculators  had  preyed 
on  the  public  credit.  This  he  denied.  The  Gov- 
ernment had  gone  on,  reljringon  the  public  credit 
alone  to  support  its  loans,  until  the  terms  on  which 
4hey  could  be  obtained  bad  fallen  from  par  to  88, 
from  OS  to  80,  ^.    The  Government  had  been 


compelled  to  have  money,  and  had  bought  it  as  low 
as  they  could.  As  to  the  terms  of  the  ten  million 
loan,  on  which  so  much  had  been  said,  Mr.  H. 
said  it  was  only  an  adaptation  to  that  loan  by  Mr. 
Campbell  of  the  terms  on  which  Mr.  Gallatin 
had,  without  censure,  obtained  the  sixteen  mil- 
lion loan,  and  in  consequence  of  which  last  en- 
gagement the  terms  of  the  loan  had  been  more 
than  once  varied,  dbe.  Nay  more,  he  said  the 
terms  allowed  by  Mr.  Campbell  were  less  advan- 
tageous to  the  contractors  than  those  allowed  by 
Mr.  Gallatin ;  so  that  the  blame  thrown  on  him 
was  imputable  not  to  the  terms  of  the  late  loan, 
but  to  the  inability  of  the  Government  to  borrow, 
d^c.  Mr.  H.  protested  against  the  principle  of  this 
amendment.  If  the  House  resorted  to  invidious 
discriminations  between  the  public  creditors,  he 
admonished  them  that  they  would  paralyze  their 
own  arm,  and  arrest  the  future  operations  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  Gbolbon  said  he  sincerely  regretted  that 
the  animadversions  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Hawkins)  on  the  speech  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Jackson,)  on  the  loan  bill,  had  not  been  made 
while  that  gentleman  was  present,  so  that  he 
might  have  had  an  opportunity  of  vindicating 
himself  before  the  Committee  and  the  nation. 
Mr.  G.  observed  that  he  did  not  recollect  the  re- 
marks of  his  friend  (Mr.  Jackson)  with  suf- 
ficient distinctness  to  attempt  to  state  the  sub- 
stance of  them  to  the  Committee.  He,  however, 
did  not  understand  them  to  be  such  as  could  be 
construed  into  an  indisposition  to  pay  the  public 
debt.  Mr.  G.  said  he  applauded  tne  zeal  which 
had  been  manifested  by  the  honorable  gentlemaa 
from  Kentucky  in  favor  of  the  public  credit.  With 
that  gentleman,  he  ardently  hoped  that  ample  pro- 
vision would  be  made  at  the  present  session  for 
the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest,  and  for  the 
redemption  within  a  reasonable  time  of  the  last 
cent  of  the  principal  of  every  description  of  the 
public  debt. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  they 
had  arrived  at  that  part  of  the  bill,  on  which  he 
presumed  there  would  be  the  greatest  diversity 
of  opinion.  The  subject  was  highly  important, 
and  worthv  of  mature  consideration.  He  there- 
fore moved  that  the  Committee  now  rise,  to  allow 
time  for  further  reflection  on  ir. 

The  Committee  rose  accordingly,  reported  pro- 
gress, and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Wbdngbdat,  November  16. 

RoFt78  Easton,  returned  to  serve  as  the  Dele* 
gate  from  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  appeared, 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

The  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  were  discharged  from  the  several  petitions 
referred  to  them,  complaining  of  the  conveyance 
of  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath  day,  and  they  were 
referred  to  the  Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  Tboop,  of  Georgia,  from  the  ComovUtee 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  making  pj©- 


6&7 


HISTO&T  OF  C(»f«aBSB. 


€S6 


HopR. 


Bmik  of  tkt  (Mlaci  SMet. 


iNov] 


L,1SM. 


Tision  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  soldnfs  who 
die,  or  are  killed  in  the  serTice  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Tbodp,  of  Georgia^  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiaifs.  reported  that  there  was  no 
occasion  for  ao^  proYisioo  in  respect  to  the  fur- 
nishing of  militia  with  clothing,  as  contemplated 
by  the  resolve  adopted  yesterday — ^soch  a  provis- 
ion being  already  in  egcistence. 

The  engrossed  resolution  for  presenting  a  copy 
of  the  Public  Documents  to  the  Antiquarian  So- 
ciety of  Massachusetts,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Rbea's  motion,  requiring  that  every  bill  under 
discussion  shall  be  gone  through,  before  the  ad- 
journment, on  ihe  day  it  is  taken  up.  This  mo- 
tion, on  suggestion  of  Mr.  BaADLBTaod  Mr.  Oak- 
ley, was  so  modified  as  to  require  the  question 
under  discussion  to  be  decided  on  tbe  day  on 
which  it  is  made.  Thus  amended,  the  motion 
was  opposed  with  wit  and  argument  by  Messrs. 
Wbight.  Pitkin,  Dovall,  Gbolson,  Macoji, 
FoBSTTB,  and  Ai^bzanobb,  and  supported  by 
Messrs.  Rbba,  of  Tennessee,  and  Fibk,  of  New 
Tork.  Mr.  Condict  moved  to  postpone  it  indef- 
initely. At  length,  to  put  an  end  to  an  unprofit- 
$ble  aiscussion,  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lowndes,  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

BA^K  OP  THE  CFNITBI)  8TATE8. 

The  House  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
'Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  incorpor- 
ate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South 
Carolina,  who  desired  to  propose  another  amend- 
ment, Mr.  BbAdbobt,  of  Massachusetts,  with- 
drew the  amendment  he  offered  yesterday.  A 
great  part  of  hia  object,  he  said,  had  been  answer- 
ed, by  arresting  the  attention  of  the  Committee  on 
this  subject. 

Mr.  Calsoun  then,  in  a  very  ingenious  and 
elaborate  speech,  laid  before  the  House  his  views 
on  this  subject,  and  the  reasons  why  he  should 
propose  a  total  change  in  the  features  of  the  bill. 
The  motion  he  now  made  was  <me  of  limited 
character,  but  such  a  one  as  he  proposed  to  follow 
up  by  other  amendments,  or  by  distinct  Legisla- 
tive provisions,  which  should  together  embrace  a 
plan  of  which  the  following  is  a  brief  outline: 
The  capital  of  the  bank  remaining  unchanged, 
at  fifty  millions,  the  payments  of  subscriptions  to 
this  capital  stock  to  be  made  in  the  proportion  of 
one-tenth  in  specie  (which  he  afterwards  varied 
to  six-fiftiethsj  and  the  remainder  in  specie,  or  in 
Treasury  notes  to  be  hereafter  issued ;  subscrip- 
tions to  be  opened  monthly  in  the  three  last  days 
of  each  month,  beginning  with  January  next*  for 
oertain  proportions  of  the  stock,  until  the  whole 
is  subscribed — payment  to  be  made  at  the  time  of 
•ubscribing:  the  shares  to  consist  of  one  hundred 
instead  of  five  hundred  dollars  each ;  the  United 
States  to  hold  no  stook  in  bank,  nor  any  agency 
in  its  disposal,  nor  control  over  its  operations,  nor 
right  to  suspend  specie  payments.    The  amount 


of  Treaaory  notes  to  be  subscribed,  tiz.  lbity-&Te 
millions,  tt>  be  provided  for  by  future  aets  of  Coa- 
gress,  and  to  be  disposed  of  in  somethiii^  like  the 
following  wa^,  viz :  fifteen  millions  of  the  aoiouBt 
to  be  placed  m  the  hands  of  the  agents,  aypoio ted 
for  the  purpose,  or  in  the  bands  of  the  pwseot 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinkinc  Fandy  logo  isco 
the  stock  BMrket,  to  couTert  the  Treasury  notes 
into  stock ;  another  suiii,  saj  five  niiltoBs,  to  be 
applied  to  the  redemption  or  the  TreBsary  notes 
becoming  due  at  the  commeBeeBieBi  of  ^e  easn- 
ing  year;  the  remaining  twenty  millions  be  pie- 
posed  to  throw  into  circulation  as  widely  as  posai- 
bke.    They  might  be  issued  in  such  proportioBs 
monthly  as  to  be  absorbed  in  the  subscriptions  to 
the  bank  at  the  end  of  each  month,  ^kc.    This 
operation,  he  presumed,  would  raise  the  vbIbc  of 
Treasury  notes  perhaps  twenty  or  thirty  per  ceat. 
above  par,  being  the  value  of  the  privilege  of 
taking  the  bank  stock,  and  thus  afford  at  the  saoM 
time  a  bonus  and  an  indirect  loan  to  the  €k>verB- 
ment ;  making  unnecessary  any  loan  by  the  baak 
until  iu  exteaded  circulation  of  paper  shall  ena- 
ble it  to  make  a  loan  which  shall  oeadvaBCageoiis 
to  the  United  States.    The  Treasorv  notes  so  to 
be  issued  to  be  redeemable  in  stock  at  sik  per 
cent.,  disposable  by  the  bank  at  its  plcaaQre,«nd 
without  the  'saoctioo  of  Government;  to  wbena 
neither  is  the  bank  to  he  compelled  to  kam  wd^ 
money.    This,  it  is  believed,  is,  in  -a  few  words, 
a  fair  statement  of  the  project  of  Mr.  Calaodb, 
which  he  supported  by  a  variety  of  ex|daaatioiis 
of  its  operations,  dbc  \  the  notes  of  the  baak,  when 
in  operation,  to  be  received  ezeluaiveif  iu  the 
payment  of  all  taxes,  duties,  and  debts  to  the 
united  States.    The  operation  of  thiseombiiwd 
plan,  Mr.  C.  conceived,  would  be  to  afford,  1. 
Relief  from  the  immediate  pressare  oa  the  Treas- 
ury; 2.   A  permanent  elevation  of  the  public 
credit;  and,  3.  A  permanent  and  safe  cireaJatiog' 
medium  of  general  credit.    The  baak  should  ^ 
into  operation,  he  proposed,  in  April  next.    He 
concluded  his  exposition  by  a  motion,  the  effect 
of  which  is  to  deprive  the  United  States  of  any 
share  in  the  stock  of  the  hank,  and  to  chmage  the 
proportions  of  specie  and  paper  in  whieb  it  shall 
be  Miyable  to  one-tenth  in  specie,  and  Bine-tenths 
in  Treasury  notes. 

This  motion  opened  a  wide  and  intecestiag 
scene  of  debate. 

Mr.  FiSK  attacked  Mr.  Calboun'b  propositioa 
with  considerable  zeal,  principally  on  two  points: 
its  failure  to  provide  for  the  present  absorption  of 
United  States  stocky  and  the  diffieoltf  whieb 
would  occur  in  the  circulation  aiid  disposal  of  so 
immense  a  mass  of  Treasury  notes.  He  drew  a 
comparison  between  Mr.  Calhoun'b  pnjj^  and 
that  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  highly 
favorable  to  the  latter. 

Mr.  FoBSTTfifOf  Qeorgia,  opposed  the  adoption 
of  this  proposition,  and  examined  the  features  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Calbour,  sad 
the  arguments  advanced  in  favor  of  iu  He  «aa 
opposed  to  it  in  nearly  all  its  features,  and  grcatlT 
meferred  the  pUn  reported  by  tiie  Conuntttee  a 
Ways  and  Meaas.    His  argumeAts  were  priBei- 
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pally  in  repiy  to  these  of  Mr.  Calboon,  vhieh 
fi«  genenliy  pronoanced  to  be  errooeoas  and  de- 
lusive. 

Mr.  LowNDEB,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  replied  at 
eoDstderable  length  to  Mr.  Forsttb,  ana  vindi- 
cated the  proposition  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  in  an  able 
argament  on  the  principal  points  of  objection 
urged  by  Mr.  Forbttb,  and  m  illustration  of  the 
principles  of  the  bill.  He  showed  what  be  be- 
lieved a  decided  superiority  of  the  amendment 
over  the  original  project  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

When  Mr.  Lowndbs  ended  his  speech,  the  de- 
hate  on  the  main  question  terminated,  and  this 
day's  sitting  ended  with  the  fdlowing  skirmishing 
debate,  durins  the  whole  of  which  the  Chairman 
and  the  members  of  the  Hoase  were  endeavoring 
to  limit  the  debate  to  the  question  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  Oaklet,  of  New  York,  after  remarking  on 
the  very  high  importance  of  this  subject,  and  the 
magnitude  of  the  change  which  this  amendment 
proposed  to  introduce  into  the  principles  of  the 
bill,  and  the  obvious  necessity  of  further  time  for 
consideration  of  so  important  an  amendment, 
moved  that  the  Committee  rise,  report  progress, 
and  tak  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Inobau,  of  Pennsylvania,  with  much 
warmth,  opposed  this  motion.  He  feared,  if  the 
House  were  to  adjourn  without  deciding  on  this 
motion,  coming  from  the  imposing  quarter  whence 
it  did,  and  supported  with  so  much  ability  from 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  it  would  ar- 
rest the  loan  of  three  millions,  and  even  the  nine 
million  loan,  which  were  absolutely  indispensable 
to  support  the  Military  Establishment  and  other 
departments  of  the  Government.  What,  then,  be 
asked,  would  become  of  the  soldier  who  is  now  in 
a  Northern  climate,  depending  on  the  fate  of  these 
loans  for  his  pay,  clothing, and  sustenance?  Who- 
ever, in  the  face  of  such  considerations,  should 
vote  to  rise  without  deciding  on  this  proposition, 
posseted,  he  said,  more  courage  and  philosophy 
of  temper  than  he  would  boast.  He  hoped  the 
Committee  would  not  rise  without  deciding  on 
this  motion. 

Mr.  GaoavENOR,  of  New  York,  said  be  hoped 
the  Committee  would  rise.  This  was  the  very 
question,  how  money  should  be  raised,  whether 
by  Treasury  bills  or  by  any  other  mode,  which 
more  than  any  other  required  the  deliberate  de- 
cision of  Congress.  It  was  not  a  question  simply 
of  paying  the  militia  of  the  army  now  out.  but  of 
establishing  a  system  which  should  enable  the 
Government  to  discharge  all  the  demands  against 
it.  It  was  all- important,  on  such  a  subject  as  this 
more  than  on  any  other,  to  vote  considerately  and 
after  deliberation.  The  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  he  considered  to  be 
generally  advantageous;  but  he  had  some  objec- 
tions to  it^  which  he  wished  an  opportunity  to 
submit.  He  hoped,  before  deciding  on  a  subject 
like  this,  the  House  would  take  due  time  to  de- 
liberate on  a  proposition  to  throw  into  circulation 
fifty,  millions  of  Treasury  notes,  trusting  to  the 
bank  for  their  absorption. 


Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  hoped  the 
Committee  would  not  rise.    He  wisheo,  before 
rising,  that  they  would  decide  upon  the  proposi- 
tion before  them ;  not,  however,  for  the  reasont 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
He  did  not,  like  that  gentleman,  conceive  thai 
the  decision  on  this  amendment  could  affect  the 
loans ;  for  one,  he  said,  he  protested  against  loana 
made,  or  to  be  made,  on  the  expectation  of  the 
creation  of  a  bank  to  give  a  bonus  to  the  holdera 
of  the  public  stock,  in  addition  to  that  which  they 
have  already  contracted  to  receive  from  the  Gov-^ 
ernment.    It  was  important  that  some  decisioik 
on  this  subject  should  immediately  take  place* 
which  had  been  already  three  davs  debated ;  ana 
he  knew  of  no  plan  which  would  be  so  operative 
as  that  now  proposed  by  his  friend  from  Soutb 
Carolina,  whose  arguments,  he  said,  together  with 
those  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Lownoes,)  weresome- 
thing  like  mathematical  demonstration. 

Mr.  Oaklet  denied  any  weight  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  allowed 
almost  as  little  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Shabp, 
that  three  days  had  been  consumed  in  the  discus- 
sion of  this  subject.  He  should,  for  his  part,  say 
that  three  weeks  mi^t  be  well  employed  in  the 
discussion  of  a  project  for  establishing  a  baulk 
with  a  capital  offifiy  millions  of  dollars--a  capi- 
tal sufficiently  large  to  influence  the  destinies  of 
this  nation  to  future  ages.  He  was  friendly  to 
the  main  principles  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  proposi- 
tion ;  but  he  was  not  certain  but  there  might  be 
radical  objections  to  some  of  them.  He  hoped 
some  indulgence  would  be  afforded  to  those  who, 
like  him,  wished  to  deliver  their  opinion  on  this 
subject. 

Mr.  InoBAM  remarked,  that  the  House  had  been 
sitting  here  nine  weeks,  and  not. a  single  measure 
had  Men  definitivehr  adopted  for  the  support  of 
the  public  credit.  Delay  and  procrastination  had 
taken  place  day  after  dav ;  and,  if  the  House  were 
to  wait  until  every  gentleman  was  satisfied  a«  to 
every  word  and  letter  in  a  bill,  it  would  nerer 
get  throoffh  one.  The  v«ry  suggestion  ef  such 
an  amendiaent  as  that  now  un<wr  oonsideratten 
would,  be  said,  produce  ill  oc«sequeooes.  It  ought 
to  be  determined,  thirefore,  as  early  as  possible. 
He  did  know,  that  a  speech  (Mr.  Jackson's)  de- 
livered in  this  House  had  depressed  the  price  of 
stocks  in  Philadelphia  full  two  and  a  half  per 
cent.  The  proposition  now  before  the  House,  he 
feared,  would  depress  them  still  further;  and, 
when  the  puUic  stock  was  in  a  state  of  depressioii| 
going  down,  down,  down,  he  was  nnwilling  the 
House  should  take  any  course  which  should  still 
further  prostrate  it. 

Mr.  F^iSK  hoped  the  Committee  would  not  be 
induced  to  rise,  at  the  early  hour  of  three  o'clock, 
by  the  old  plea  of  want  of  time  for  consideration. 
It  was  important  now  to  act,  and  ihnt  the  whole 
course  of  proceedings  of  the  Hoase  should  be  re- 
formed, and  one  of  greater  energy  and  proiiei'pti- 
tude  substituted. 

Mr.  GaoavntoR  said  this  was  no  ordnjary^n^-' 
ject,  on  which  men  could  make  up  their  mi^ds  in 
a  moment ;  and,  although  some  gentleak^n  nj^jg^t 
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Jbe  prepared  to  rote  oo  it,  he  hoped  they  would 
jillow  some  time  to  those  who  desired  to  reflect 
before  they  voted  oo  a  qoestioo  of  so  great  mo- 
ment. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progressi 
4iod  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Tborsdat,  November  17. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Aflfairs,  made  a  report  unfavorable 
to  the  allowance  of  a  bounty  for  the  destruction 
of  vessels  of  the  enemy  at  sea.  Ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  of  Maryland, 

lUioived,  That  the  Jadiciarj  Committee  be  directed 
4o  inquire  into  the  ezpedieocj  and  neceeuty  of  provid- 
ing by  law  for  the  punishment  of  persons  voluntarily 
holding  intercourse  with  the  enemy  without  the  per- 
mission of  the  Government. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Acting  Secre- 
tary of  State,  selling  forth  that  all  the  material 
jmpers  in  that  office  were  saved  on  the  late  incur- 
sion of  the  enemy  into  this  District. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  moved  that  this  report,  together 
with  all  the  other  letters  received  from  other  De- 

Jariments  on  the  same  subject,  be  entered  on  the 
ournal  of  the  House.    The  motion  was  nega- 
tived. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  amendment  yesterday  proposed  by  Mr. 
Calhoun  to  the  bill  being  still  under  considera- 
tion, an  amendment  was  moved  thereto  by  Mr. 
FiSK,  of  New  York,  and  accepted  by  the  House, 
authorizing  the  receipt  of  foreign  gold  and  silver 
coin  (as  well  as  gold  and  silver  coin  of  the  Uni- 
ted States)  in  payment  for  the  subscriptions  to 
the  stock  of  the  Bank  at  certain  rates  expressed 
io  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Wriobt,  of  Maryland,  in  the  coarse  of  a 
few  remarks  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  ex- 
pressed his  approbation  of  the  principle,  and 
avowed  a  decided  prefere^e  to  the  plan  it  em- 
braces over  that  contained  In  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  so  as  to  preclude  anything  but  Treasury  notes 
from  being  received  in  payment  of  the  forty-four 
millions,  which  are  now  proposed  to  be  payable 
in  specie  or  in  Treasury  notes.  His  object  was 
to  prevent  the  latter  payments  into  the  bank  from 
being  made  by  the  aid  of  accommodation  from 
the  bank  after  it  goes  into  operation. 

After  some  conversation,  Mr.  S.  withdrew  his 
amendment  with  a  view  of  offering  it  in  some 
future  stage  of  the  discussion. 

Mr.  iNGHAM.^Mr.  Chairman,  as  the  question 
on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  now  recurs, 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  a  few  observations  before  it 
is  decided.  No  member  of  this  Committee  can 
be  more  sensible  than  I  am  of  the  disadvantages 
I  shall  have  to  contend  with  in  entering  the  iisu 


against  either  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  from 
South  Carolina  who  have  supported  the  amend- 
ment ;  and  I  am  now  fully  conscious  that  1  shall 
fail  to  communicate  my  ideas  with  that  perspi- 
cuity which  alone  can  give  them  their  proper 
force  and  effect;  yet  I  am  emboldened  by  the 
importance  of  the  occasion,  and  shall  rely  upon 
the  intelligence  of  the  Committee  and  the  subject 
itself  to  supply  all  other  deficiencies.  The  amend- 
ment under  consideration,  taken  in  connexion 
with  the  suggestions  of  the  honorable  mover,  con- 
templates a  radical  change  of  all  the  principal 
features  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  Commiuee  of 
Ways  and  Means;  it  will,  therefore,  be  necessary, 
in  order  to  contrast  the  two  plans,  to  notice  that 
which  has  been  proposed  by  the  committee  some- 
what at  large,  though  I  shall  endeavor  to  be  as 
brief  as  the  subject  will  possibly  admit.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  only  important  features  of  the 
bill  are:  First,  the  amount  of  the  capital  stocL 
Second,  the  character  of  it.  Third,  the  loan  to 
the  Government  of  $30,000,000 ;  and  Fourth,  a 
qualified  power  to  suspend  specie  payments.  To 
all  these  points  objections  have  been  nrged,  either 
by  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  or  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Gabton,) 
and  a  particular  examination  of  them  becomes 
necessary  as  a  preliminary  to  the  examination  of 
the  amendment.  First,  with  respect  to  the  amount 
of  cspital.  The  bill  proposes  a  capiul  of  $50,- 
000,000;  it  is  sufliciently  apparent  that  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  proposed  bank  is  designed  as 
an  instrument  in  aid  of  other  measures,  to  re- 
vive the  public  credit,  and  thereby  enable  the 
Government  to  procure  the  necessary  resources 
to  prosecute  the  war  with  such  effect  as  to  bring 
a  speedy  and  honorable  peace.  But  we  find  that, 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  public 
stocks  have  suffered  a  gradual  depression  up  to 
the  present  year,  when  it  seems  that  loans  on  anf 
terms  are  totally  at  an  end.  The  reason  of  this 
is  obvious;  we  have  borrowed  and  attempted  to 
borrow  too  much,  and  have  not  resorted,  as  we 
ought  to  have  done,  to  a  more  enlarged  system 
of  internal  revenue.  It  is  unnecessary  to  go  back 
farther.  What  is  the  present  state  of  things? 
We  find  the  market  exhaasted  of  the  money  and 
overloaded  with  the  public  debt.  In  addition  to 
this  misfortune,  we  find,  literally,  no  circulat- 
ing medium  in  the  nation.  What  then  is  to  be 
done?  You  cannot  borrow;  you  cannot  impose 
taxes  to  the  extent  of  your  demands,  and  even 
those  which  are  laid,  cannot  be  paid  in  money 
that  will  answer  the  purposes  of  the  €k>vernmeot. 
The  answer  is  plain.  By  withdrawing  a  portion 
of  the  encumbering  mass  of  stock  from  toe  market, 
vou  relieve  it  from  its  pressure — a  pressure  which 
bids  defiance  to  your  efforts  to  penetrate  it.  But  if 
b^  this  process  you  can  convert  this  weight  of  debt 
into  an  instrument  of  credit,  not  only  for  those 
interested  in  it,  but  for  a  great  portion  of  the  com- 
munity, and  also  for  the  Government  to  an  almost 
unlimited  extent;  and  at  the  same  time  restore 
the  circulation  of  the  money  medium  to  its  ac- 
customed action,  you  have  accomplished  great 
and  essential  purposes.    It  is  for  these  purposes 
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that  this  bill  was  reported,  and  the  amount  named 
in  it  fixed  upon  for  the  capital  of  a  National  Bank, 
that  it  might  absorb  sach  a  mass  of  the  encum- 
bering stock  as  would  relieve  the  market ;  raise 
the  price  of  debt  not  taken  up;  give  facilities  to 
the  obtaining  of  loans  for  the  present  year,  and 
for  each  succeeding  year.  And  here  I  would  beg 
leave  to  remark,  that  an  evident  repugnance  has 
been  lAanifested  by  some  gentlemen  r  which  I  will 
not,  however,  impute  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina)  to  doing  anything  to  raise 
the  price  of  public  stock,  lest  those  who  have 
purcnased  at  a  low  rate  should  be  benefitted.  Per- 
mit me  to  inquire  of  those  who  have  no  gratitude 
nor  feeling  for  public  creditors,  who  have  loaned 
you  their  money  in  the  time  of  your  necessity ; 
will  you  refrain  from  doii»^  an  act  indispensably 
necessary  for  the  credit  otthe  Government,  and 
to  enable  it  to  borrow  more  money,  for  fear  you 
do  a  benefit,  not  to  call  it  an  act  of  justice,  to  your 
creditors  1  I  would  ask  such  gentlemen  how  they 
expect  to  go  into  the  market  and  sell  stock  for 
eighty-eight,  when  that  already  sold  is  everyday 
to  be  bought  for  eighty?  It  is  humiliating  to 
dwell  upon  a  subject  so  plain  and  simple,  and 
but  for  the  strange  declarations  which  I  have 
heard,  it  would  not  nave  been  noticed.  Mr.  Chair- 
man, there  is  no  consideration  which  every  finan- 
cier who  is  obliged  to  anticipate  his  resources  by 
loans  is  more  attentive  to  than  that  of  supporting 


thoag[h 

Sinking  funds  have  therefore  been  resorted  to,  but 
as  your  power  of  establishing  sinking  funds  is 
limited,  when  we  find  by  a  repetition  of  loans  we 
have  overloaded  the  market,  you  must  if  possible 
withdraw  that  surplusage  before  you  can  recom- 
mence your  loaning  operations,  and  even  then  you 
must  return  to  the  market  with  that  caution  which 
experience  has  indicated,  as  necessary  to  your 
success.   It  is  therefore,  that  we  propose  to  take 
out  of  the  market  the  eighteen  millions  of  stock, 
and  the  six  millions  of  Treasury  notes;  and,  as  the 
stocks  kre  now  selling  at  eighty,  it  was  calculated 
that  an  advance  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  upon 
924,000,000,  equalized  as  it  would  be  upon  the 
whole  amount  of  the  debt  in  which  subscriptions 
to  the  bank  could  be  made,  (about  eighty  millions,) 
might  be  computed  to  advance  the  whole  of  these 
depressed  stocks  to  about  eighty-eight;  the  sum 
proposed  to  be  absorbed,  therefore,  was  ther  least 
amount  that  could,  consistent  with   the  plan, 
have  been  taken.    But  there  is  another  reason 
why  a  large  capital  was  determined  upon ;  we 
prepare,  for  the  sake  of  mutual  benefits  to  the 
Dank  and  the  Qovernment,  to  give  it  great  facil- 
ities in  the  circulation  of  its  notes.    In  fact,  this 
will  be  almost  the  only  medium  which  can  be 
employed  for  the  payment  of  taxes,  or  to  carry 
on  the  ordinary  commercial  intercourse  between 
people  of  different  States,  those  of  most  of  the 
State  banks  being  now  exclusively  confined  to  a 
circumscribed  atmosphere  around  the  bank  from 
which  they  issued.     With  these  facilities,  it  ia 
apparent  that  the  bank  may  iasoe  considerable 


quantities  of  paper,  and  it  was  much  safer  to  make 
^he  capital  or  the  bank  exceed  the  amount  of  notes 
which  the  demand  for  circulating  medium  would 
enable  it  to  issue,  than  that  it  should  have  power 
to  contract  debts  equal  to  its  capital.    And  here 
it  should  be  observed,  that  a  bank  with  a  small 
capital,  possessing  in  all  other  respects  the  same 
facilities  with  a  bank  with  a  large  capital — apeeie 
payments  being  suspended — will  be  able  to  issue 
nearly,  if  not  exactly,  the  same  quantity  of  paper* 
It  therefore  becomes  necessary  for  the  security  of 
the  creditors  of  such  a  bank  that  it  should  have  a 
large  capital.    I  heard  the  honorable  gentlemaa 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calboun,)  with  some 
degree  of  astonishment,  yesterday  state,  that  a 
bank  of  one  million  of  dollars  could  with  safety 
issue  paper  to  the  amountof  two  or  three  millions. 
I  would  ask  him  what  would  be  the  situation  of 
an  individual  whose  debts  three  times  exceed  hit 
whole  real  and  personal  estate?    He  would  be 
insolvent,  and  so  would  the  bank.    No  bank  con- 
ducted with  integrity  ever  did  issue  notes  to  the 
amount  of  its  capital;  and  no  bank  that  has  any 
regard  to  its  reputation  will  ever  dare  to  do  it. 
The  gentleman  has  probably  confounded  discounts 
and  emission  together;  an  error  into  which  many 
others  have  been  led  before  him.   Although  these 
operations  are  intimately  connected,  vet  they  are 
extremely  different  in  their  nature;  the  one  con- 
stitutes the  debts  due  to  the  bank  while  the  other 
constitutes  the  debts  due  by  the  bank.    The  gen- 
tleman and  every  member  of  the  Cifmmittee  will 
see  the  distinction,  and  it  will  be  unnecessary 
further  to  illustrate  it.    I  think  it  has  been  suffi- 
ciently shown  that  a  bank,  with  a  capital  much 
less  than  ^fiy  millions,  could  not  with  safety  issue 
upon  the  customary  mode  of   bank  operatioa 
notes  to  meet  the  present  demands  for  a  circulat- 
ing medium  and  preserve  an  adequate  security 
to  Its  creditors.    It  is  I  believe  unusual  for  the 
large  State  banks  to  issue  in  paper  more  than  one 
third  or,  at  most,  one-half  the  amount  of  their 
capital,  although  they  often  loan  or  discount  to 
the  whole  amount. 

The  next  point  which  presents  for  considera- 
tion is  the  character  of  the  capital ;  it  is  proposed 
to  be  constituted  of  twenty-four  millions  of  public 
debt  that  have  accrued  since  March,  1812,  or  that  is 
now  authorized  to  be  created ;  $18,000,000  of  this 
will  be  six  per  cent,  stock,  and  ^6,000.000  in  Trea- 
sury notes  now  issued  or  to  be  issued  in  purs<uance 
of  existing  laws;  twenty  millions  to  be  subscribed 
by  the  Government  and  paid  in  six  per  cent,  stock, 
and  six  millions  in  specie.  The  objections  that 
have  been  urged  to  the  character  of  this  capital 
are  worthy  of  some  particular  notice.  We  are 
told  *Mhat  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  paper  bank," 
that  it  is  not  entitled  to  credit;"  that  y  its  paper 

*  will  not  circulate,  having  no  security  for  its 

*  solvency  but  the  obligation  of  the  Govern- 

*  ment  to  pay  its  debts."  It  is  perhaps  fortu- 
nate for  the  friends  of  this  bill  that  they  have 
the  light  of  experience  to  iusiify  their  expecta- 
tions and  calculations  on  this  subject.  Is  there 
not  a  strong  resemblance  between  the  character 
of  this  capital  and  that  of  the  old  United  Sutes 
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Bank?  The  amooot  and  proporcioas  are  some- 
what variant,  hot  the  esseDtials  are  precisely  the 
same,  and  when  was  the  Talidity  of  that  paper 
questioned?  It  is  trne  specie  payments  were 
not  suspended,  but  everybody  knew  that  while  it 
was  doing  business  upon  a  ^pital  of  ten  millions 
^dollars,  issuing  notes  to  the  amount  of  fire  to 
six  millions,  its  specie  capital  only  amounted  to 
|S,5(K),000,  and  bo  difficulties  were  ever  experi- 
enced for  want  of  more  specie  that  I  have  heard 
of.  In  ordinary  times,  there  is  very  little  occa- 
sion for  specie  in  banking  operations;  none  is 
wanted  except  for  the  payment  of  balances  be- 
tween the  merchants  of  different  cities,  between 
diff&rent  banks,  and  the  small  chan^  required  by 
retailers ;  and  the  amount  of  specie  required  for 
these  purposes  does  not  increase  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  banking  capital  employed  in  the 
country.  As  an  evidence  of  this  fact  we  may 
refer  to  the  operations  performed  by  the  Bank  of 
Bagiand.  The  amount  of  payments  made  every 
day  by  the  different  banks  of  London,  is  estima- 
ted to  exceed  four  millions  sterling ;  and  in  the 
year  1810,  the  whole  amount  of  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  and  private  banks,  in  circulation 
amounted  to  seventy-nine  millions  sterling,  while 
the  specie  only  amounted  to  four  millions.  It 
may  oe  fairly  inferred  that  the  credit  of  a  bank 
does  not  depend  upon  the  amount  of  specie 
in  its  vaults,  no  more  than  the  credit  of  a  mer- 
chant depends  upon  the  amount  of  money  he 
keeps  in  his  desk ;  his  visible  estate,  his  income 
and  his  integrity  are  the  foundation  of  his  credit, 
and  it  is  the  same  with  the  bank;  the  visible  es- 
tate of  which  is  the  public  debt  and  specie,  its  in- 
come is  the  interest  arising  therefrom,  and  from 
loans  to  Government  and  individuals;  and  the 
caution  that  will  be  exercised  in  the  selection  of 
directors,  will  no  doubt,  as  has  almost  universally 
been  the  case^  especially  in  the  large  banks,  in- 
sure a  faithful  and  judicious  management  of  its 
affairs.  But,  we  are  told  the  only  security  for  its 
paper  is  the  obligation  of  the  Qovemment  to  pay 
Its  debts.  And  are  we  to  be  gravely  told  that 
this  is  no  security  ?  I  never  can  for  a  moment 
believe  that  this  security  will  be  questioned,  re- 
garding, as  every  man  in  the  nation  does,  the  ob- 
ligations of  the  Qovemment  to  its  creditors  of  so 
solemn  and  unchangeable  a  character  that,  let 
whatever  may  happen,  they  must  be  fulfilled  in 
good  faith.  In  addition  to  these  considerations, 
the  credit  which  the  paper  of  the  bank  will  receive 
in  payment  of  taxes  and  customs,  and  the  impe- 
rious necessity  which  exists  for  a  circulating  me- 
dium that  will  be  co-extensive  with  the  States, 
will  insure  the  circulation  of  the  paper,  and  there 
cannot  exist  a  rational  doubt  of  its  credit  being 
maintained  without  depreciation,  answering  aa 
the  valuable  purposes  tnat  are  expected  from  it 
both  for  the  Government  and  the  community. 
But  here  we  are  met  by  another  objection,  viz : 
that  the  enormous  loan,  as  it  has  been  called,  of 
thirty  millions,  to  be  made  to  the  Gtovernment, 
will  produce  a  run  on  the  bank  that  will  exhaust 
all  its  specie  and  arrest  its  future  operations.  In 
the  first  plaee,  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the 


Government  will  do  any  act  that  will  embarrass 
the  bank,  being  as  it  always  must  be  so  deeply 
interested  in  it  preservation.    The  loan  will  there- 
fore be  asked  for  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
bill,  in  such  sums  and  at  such  periods  as  may  be 
made  mutually  convenient  and  consistent  with 
the  objects  of  the  Government ;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  the  Government  would  regard  this  resource 
as  a  reserve  only  to  be  used  in  time  of  particular 
necessity,  when  the  depression  of  stocks  should 
forbid  them  from  going  at  large  into  the  market. 
At  any  rate  the  amount  would  not  be  required, 
as  it  could  not  be  wanted  in  large  sums ;  and  such 
of  these  as  would  be  drawn  out  of  the  bank,  would 
mostly  find  their  way  into  it  again  before  another 
payment  would  be  demanded ;  a  portion  wonii 
return  in  taxes,  and  other  portions  in  payment  of 
debts  due  from  the  country  to  the  city  merchaotf; 
and  a  very  considerable  part  of  this  loan  would, 
like  ordinary  loans  or  discounts  as  they  are  called, 
to  individuals,  never  get  from  the  drawer  of  the 
bank,  but  merely  pass  from  the  credit  to  the  debtor 
side  of  its  books.    Under  this  view  of  the  subject, 
which  exhibits  the  necessary  and  natural  opera- 
tions, it  will  be  admitted  that  not  so  much  danger 
exists  from  this  loan  as  some  gentlemen  seem  to 
apprehend ;  but  should  any  unexpected  difficul- 
ties menace  the  bank,  there  will  be  a  resort  to  the 
power  of  suspending  specie  payments.    Bntthb 
provision  has  also  wen  objected  to,  and  almost  in 
the  same  breath  we  are  told  that  no  bank  can  ex- 
ist with  the  extensive  operations  designed  for  this^ 
with  an  obligation  to  make  specie  payments — ^bat 
objectors  have  not  furnished  us  with  an  alterna- 
tive.   I  do  not  apprehend  any  serious  consequence 
will  result  from  the  temporary  su:spension  of  specie 
payments;  the  experiment  was  tried  many  years 
ago  in  England,  and^  has  been  continued  op  to 
this  time  without  injury  to  the  commercial  in- 
terests, and  with  essential  benefit  to  the  nation  at 
large.    It  has  also  been  tried  here,  and  althong'h 
bank  paper  is  somewhat  depreciated  thereby,  it  ia 
solely  because  it  will  not  answer  the  purpose  of 
paying:  balances  between  people  of  different  States, 
for  which  specie  had  usually  been  employed.    For 
example,  the  bank  paper  of  this  District  will  not 
enable  yon  to  trade  east  of  Baltimore ;  yet  every 
article  to  be  purchased  with  it  here  is  as  cheap 
as  it  was  twelve  months  ago.    It  may  therefore 
be  fairly  inferred,  that  a  paper  which  was  re- 
ceivable all  over  the  United  States,  in   taxes, 
and  might  be  exchanged  for  notes  of  smaller  or 
greater  denomination  or  Treasury  notes  in  each 
of  the  States,  would,  from  its  general  conveni- 
ence, continue  to  circulate  without  depreciation, 
even  though  a  temporary  suspension  of  specie 
payments  should  take  place.    It  has  already  txraa 
shown  that  but  a  small  quantity  of  specie  is  ac- 
tually necessary,  when  the  people  have  faith  ia 
the  capital,  the  income,  and  the  integrity  of  the 
bank,  and  in  this  case  necessity  would  become  an 
auxiliary  to  faith,  and  business  would  go  oo  as 
usual.    But  further :  is  it  not  probable  that  most 
of  the  moneyed  capitalists  in  the  United  Suites 
would  vest  a  portion  of  their  disposable  foods  in 
this  bank,  as  also  a  number  of  the  State  baaka, 
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and  will  not  all  these  be  intereMed  in  tlw  support 
of  the  credit  of  its  paper?    I  do  not  beliere  it 
possible  for  any  hostile  coBabinatioo  to  resist  their 
infloeDee  in  money  transaeiions,  when  thus  aoited 
and  tlias  interested ;  and,  from  every  view  that 
can  be  taken  of  the  subject,  there  does  not  appear 
any  rational  doubt  of  the  success  of  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  eommittee  in  aaswering  all  the  valu- 
able purposes  for  which  it  was  dcvigned.    But  far- 
ther :  the  plan  has  been  for  a  considerable  time  be- 
fore the  public,  and  althoogh  some  have  objected 
to  the  amount  of  the  specie  called  for  by  the  bill,  as 
being  difficult  to  procure  and  unnecessary,  it  has 
met  the  approbation  of  the  most  intelliffent  men 
in  this  community,  (as  to  money  matters!  mean ;) 
to  eay  nothing  of  the  mature  and  deliberate  con- 
sideration which  has  been  given  to  it  by  the  able 
and  enlightened  statesman  at  the  head  of  the  Trea- 
aury  Department,  who,  relying  upon  the  support 
of  Congress,  has  assumed  the  high  responsibititv 
of  his  station  with  a  deigree  of  energy  and  conn- 
dence  that  does  no  less  honor  to  himself  than  it 
promises  to  do  service  to  the  country;  to  aay 
nothing  of  the  discussion  and  consideration  which 
has  been  given  to  this  subject  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  for  whom  although  no  more 
confidence  should  be  claimed  than  for  any  like 
number  of  the  members  of  the  House,  yet  their 
duty,  their  great  responsibility,  could  not  fait  to 
produce  aSaboiioos  emmrnation  of  the  pkn.    But 
we  are  not  without  experience  as  to  its  influence. 
Th€  stocks  had  began  to  advance,  of  course  pub- 
lic credit  was  reviving,  and  some  loans  were  ac- 
tually negotiating  for  the  relief  of  the  present 
quarter,  in  anticipation  of  the  success  of  this  bill  to 
carry  intoeffect  the  general  pian  of  finance  submit- 
ted to  Congress  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Such  was  the  progress  of  onr  fiscal  operations, 
and  we  were  emerging,  as  it  were,  from  a  dense 
cloud  of  difficulties  and  embarrassments  that  hang 
over  the  nation.    A  more  extensive  and  efficient 
system  of  finance  than  aay  ever  adopted  in  this 
country,  was  progressing  to  maturity  as  rapidly 
as  circumstances  would  admit ;  and  the  bill  under 
consideration,  an  indispensable  instrument  to  carry 
it  into  effect,  had  progressed  with  a  flattering  pros- 
pect of  success;  and  behold !  at  a  crisis  so  event- 
ful, we  are  met  by  a  proposition  which  goes  (to 
use  the  expression  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina)  to  effect  a  radical  change  in  the  whole 
system  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.    I  shall  say  nothin|f  farther  as 
to  the  time  and  manner  of  this  proposition  ;  but  I 
trust  it  will  appsar  to  have  been  suggested  without 
due  consideration,  as  it  has  been  without  coneer I 
or  consultation  ;  and,  however  nlausible  in  theory, 
that  it  is  impracticable  in  Ite  details  and  will  be 
injurious  in  iu  effects. 

in  attempting  to  investigate  this  new  plan,  we 
are  subjected  to  considerable  difficulties  on  the 
threshold,  because  it  has  neither  assumed  form 
nor  shape.  The  plan  oan  therefore  only  be  col- 
lected from  ^e  suggestion  of  the  honorable  ge^ 
tleman  in  his  speech  yesterday,  except  so  far  as  it 
is  found  in  the  amendment  on  the  table,  which 
oaly  appears  to  be  a  small  patoh  of  the  sekeme. 


That  the  scheme  ie  crude  and  undigested,  tbera 
can  be  little  doubt,  when  we  recollect  the  changes 
that  have  been  proposed  or  consented  to  by  the 
mover  since  it  made  its  appearance  in  the  Cooa- 
mitiee  yesterday;  but  I  will  proceed  toexamtna 
it.  The  plan  proposes  to  constitute  the  bank  upon 
a  basis  of  six  millions  of  specie  and  forty-toar 
millions  of  Treasury  notes ;  these  notes  hereafter 
to  be  issued,  and  when  subscribed  to  the  hank  to 
be  exchanaed  for  nx  per  cent,  stock  at  par ;  fifteen 
millions  of  the  forty-four  to  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  And 
to  carry  the  plan  into  effect,  a  law  must  be  passed 
toauthorixe  the  issuing  of  the  Treasury  notes,  and 
another  law  to  dispose  of  the  fifteen  millions 
in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund ;  and,  as  there  may  be  a  great  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  these  ulterior  measures  between  the 
bmnehes  of  Congress,  the  possibility  of  a  failure 
to  pass  these  laws  presents  a  strong  objection  to 
the  plan.  We  alreadv  find  a  difl&rence  of  opinion 
between  the  two  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina 
who  have  supported  the  ameadment ;  one  of  them 
^Mr.  Lownobb)  altogether  disapproves  of  placing 
hfteen  millions  of  notes  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  be  exchanged 
for  six  per  cent,  stock  and  subscribed  to  the  bafiiL 
I  shall  presently  consider  this  part  of  the  subject, 
with  refereuee  to  both  of  their  schemes,  and  in 
the  mean  time  recur  to  the  proposition  to  issue 
either  the  forty  four  or  the  twenty-nine  roilHons 
of  Treasury  notes,  for  the  purpose  of  being  sub- 
scribed to  the  bank ;  and  it  may  here  be  observed, 
that  the  Treasury  notes  are  net,  as  some  seem  to 
think,  calculated  for  a  circulating  medium,  nor 
can  they  ever  t)e  aoade  to  supply  its  place ;  it  is 
an  evidence  of  debt  bearing  interest,  in  no  essen- 
tial particular  different  from  the  public  stock,  ex- 
cept that  the  former  is  made  payable  monthly  at 
the  end  of  a  year,  while  the  latter  are  redeemable 
at  a  longer  period ;  the  interest  that  accrues  re- 
tards, instead  of  accelerating  the  circulation,  and 
it  must  partahe  of  all  the  essential  qualities  fA 
capital.  If,  therefore,  you  issue  a  sum  of  Treasury 
notes,  yon  make  virtually  a  loan  to  that  amount, 
and  especially  if  they  mt%  not  to  be  repaid,  as  in 
the  present  ease,  at  the  end  of  the  year;  the  money 
market  is  as  much  exhausted  by  the  operation  as 
if  six  per  cent,  stock  is  sold  to  the  same  amount. 
It  is  therefore  fair  to  consider  this  enormous  emis- 
sion of  Treasury  notes  as  a  loan,  which,  by  offer- 
injt  extraordinary  inducements,  you  calculate  to 
elKct.  Now,  in  order  to  judge  of  the  propriety 
of  this  measure  at  this  time,  we  must  coasider  the 
sute  of  the  money  market,  and  also  what  ctmsti- 
tutes  the  capacity  of  a  people  to  loan  to  their 
Government*  it  has  already  been  observed  that 
the  market  is  overcharged  with  stocks,  and  each 
succeeding  loan  has  (except  in  one  instance)  t>een 
obtained  on  more  unfavorable  terms  than  the  for- 
mer, it  must  be  evident,  therefore,  that  we  have 
attempted  to  borrow,  and  that  we  have  borrowed 
too  much  in  proportion  to  the  provisions  that  have 
been  made  to  redeem,  especially  when  we  con- 
sider the  stagnation  of  the  medium.  The  etook 
market  la  ginned  and  overloaded,  and  you  may 
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buy  stocks  in  it  at  a  macb  cheaper  rate  than  the 
Goveroment  ousht  to  sell  them.    Is  it  then  pru- 
dent or  wise  to  ibrce  out  at  such  a  time.  In  one 
jrear,  the  enormous  sum  of  fortf-four  millions  of 
new  stock  to  accumulate  this  now  insupportable 
burden  on  the  market  ?    It  should  be  recollected 
that  the  amount  which  the  people  can  loan  to 
their  Government,  within  a  given  time,  can  never 
exceed  the  amount  of  their  net  profiisi  for  the  same 
time;  and  in  a  country  like  this,  where  there 
are  so  many  avenues  to  wealth  b^  the  reinvest- 
ment of  the  yearly  profits  in  capital,  either  by 
enlarging  existing  establishments,  or  engaging  in 
new  employments,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  any 
very  considerable  portion  of  the  annual  profits 
can   be  borrowed,  without  giving  a  high  pre- 
mium for  them.     But  at  this  particular    time, 
owing  to  the  interruption  of  all  business  by  the 
stoppage  of  specie  payments  by  the  banks,  and 
the  consequent  location  of  their  paper  to  a  very 
limited  boundary,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the 
habits  of  industry  or  means  of  loaninj;  can  be 
near  asgceat  as  they  will  be  when  the  circulating 
medium  of  the  country  shall  resume  its  accus- 
tomed activity.    If  these  premises  are  correct,  the 
conclusion  is  ineviuble,  that  it  would  not  only  be 
unwise  and  impolitic  to  press  so  great  a  loan  as  it 
were  by  force  upon  the  market  at  this  time,  but 
that  it  would  be  much  more  safe  and  prudent  to 
withdraw  a  part  of  the  stocks  from  the  market, 
and  abstain  if  possible  from  pressing  it  again  until 
it  shall  have  become  relieved  by  the  income  of 
the  succeeding  year.    Hence  it  is  that  we  propose 
to  require  the  bank  to  loan  money  to  the  Govern- 
ment, a  part  of  which  would  perhaps  be  required 
for  the  next  year,  and  the  remainder  reserved  for 
similar  exigencies.    But  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  calculates  to  obviate  all  dif- 
ficulties and  embarrassments  for  two  years,  by 
the  sale  of  the  twenty-nine  or  the  forty-four  mil- 
lions of  Treasury  notes,  which  he  calculates  will 
readily  be  sold  at  par,  nay,  even  at  a  premium. 
No Wf  as  the  amendment  stood  when  he  delivered 
his  speech,  and  as  it  now  sunds  (although  I  am 
aware  of  the  proposition  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  to  require  pavment  lor  the 
bank  subscription  to  be  made  in  Treasury  notes 
onlv,  to  the  amount  of  forty-four  millions,  which 
he  had  thought  proper,  however,  on  reflection  to 
withdraw,  and  which  upon  more  mature  reflec- 
tion, I  am  sure  I  will  not  renew)— as  the  amend- 
ment now  stands,  the  payments  may  be  made  in 
Treasury  notes  or  gold  and  silver.    And  how  will 
Treasury  notes  be  sold  for  specie  or.  bank  notes  of 
equal  value,,  at  a  premium  or  at  par,  when  the 
apecie  can  be  paid  directly  into  the  bank?    The 
thing  is  too  absurd  to  dwell  upon  for  a  moment. 
But  perhaps  we  shall  be  told  that  the  subscriptions 
for  the  forty-four  millions  must  be  paid  in  Trea- 
sury notes  only.    I  can  hardly  think  it  possible 
that  the  honorable  gentleman,  with  all  his  cour- 
age, would  venture  upon  such  a  measure  to  force 
his  Treasury  notes  into  the  market;  it  would  be 
little  better  than  a  tender  law  in  principle,  and 
in  its  operation  most  iniquitous,  and  injurious  to 
Cha  success  of  his  plan.    Foi  instance,  an  individ- 


ual being  in  possession  of  specie  must  be  compel- 
led to  buy  Treasury  notes  before  he  can  subscribe 
to  the  bank — thus  preventing  specie  from  finding 
its  way  into  bank,  which  must  always  cootioue 
its  specie  payments,  and  he  must  be  subjecied  to 
the  risk  or  not  being  able  to  secure  tbe  amouoiof 
his  subscription  to  the  bank;  i«  which  ease  there 
will  no  doubt  be  a  loss  upon  the  Treasury  notes 
that  are  not  absorbed,  and  of  course  the  less  in- 
ducement to  buy  them.    But  it  does  not  appear 
to  me  that  the  Treasury  notes  can  be  sold  to  the 
amount  proposed.    How  are  they  to  be  paid  for  1 
Specie  cannot  be  found :  will  you  sell  them  for 
bank  notes?    One-half  of  these,  if  the  Treasury 
notes  are  distributed  over  the  States  for  sale,  a^ 
the  gentleman  proposes,  will  answer  the  Guvera- 
ment  no  purpose.    It  has  now  near  three  millioiM 
of  Southern  notes,  which  cannot  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  in 
Boston— nor  can  the  notes  of  Baltimore  be  cer- 
tainly applied  to  the  payment  of  debu  even  ia 
Philadelphia.     How  then  can  these   forty-foor 
millions  of  Treasury  notes  be  sold  for  a  valuable 
consideration  in  any  State  where  the  taxes  exceed 
the  disbursements  or  the  Government,  and  io  which 
the  banks  do  not  pay  specie  ?    The  gentlemen  of 
this  House  may,  perhaps,  take  a  few  of  their  per 
diems  home  in  Treasury  notes,  but  it  will  be  im- 
possible to  distribute  them  when  the  credit  of  the 
Government  exceeds  iu  debts,  aaless  you  give 
them  awav.    But  the  gentleman  proposes  to  re- 
duce tbe  denomination — and  what  will  this  avail 
his  plan  ?    A  few  of  them  may  be  picked  up  by 
hucksters  and  tin-pedlers,  and  there  it  will  end. 
You  cannot  pay  money  where  you  do  not  owe  it, 
nor  sell  Treasurv  notes  to  people  w8o  have  no 
money  to  boy  them  with,  or  whose  money  an- 
swers yon  no  purpose.    I  cooclnde,  thus  far,  that 
the  scheme  is  unwise,  impolitic  and  impracticable. 
But  suppose  it  were  possible  to  carry  it  into 
effect,  what  is  iu  moral  character  and  its  effect 
upon  public  credit  ?    I  do  not  mean  to  impeacb 
the  motives  or  moral  principles  of  the  honorable 
gentlemen  who  have  advocated  this  plan  of  a 
bank.    I  know  they  are  utterlv  incapable  of  sup- 
porting any  measure  of  which  they  eateruio  a 
doubt  as  to  its  strict  moral  propriety;  but,  think- 
ing differently  from  them  in  this  particular,  I 
shall  be  excused  for  explaining  my  views  of  it. 
It  has  already  been  stated  that  the  stocks  are  in 
a  state  of  heavy  depression ;  and,  it  may  be  add- 
ed, that  those  who  have  given  you  one  hundred 
doUara  in  specie  for  one  hundred  dollars  in  stock, 
cannot  now  sell  the  same  for  more  than  eighty 
dollars ;  so  of  those  who  have  given  yoa  eighty- 
eight  for  one  hundred.    This  depression  \%  not 
the  fault  of  the  creditor;  it  h  his  misfortune;  and 
when  the  Government  can,  without  injury  to 
itself,  either  do  a  benefit  to  its  creditors  tUus  cir- 
cumstanced, or  avoid  doing  them  an  injury,  it  \m 
bound  by  every  moral  obligation  so  to  do.    Bot 
what  will  be  the  effect  of  tbe  measure  under  cmi- 
sidei'ation  ?    We  find  the  stock  market  gtuiied ; 
the  public  creditor  sinking  under  his  burdens, 
and,  without  any  occasion  whatever,  we  accumu- 
late an  additional  mass  upon  him  and  consom- 
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mate  his  roin.  But,  says  the  hooorahie  geotle- 
man  from  Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calboon,)  fif- 
teen million  of  Treasury  notes  shall  he  applied 
to  purchase  op  the  depressed  slocks — that  is,  he 
will  offer  seventy-fife  or  eighty  dollars  in  Treas- 
ury notes  for  a  certificate,  which  purports,  on  its 
face,  to  demnnd  one  hundred  dollars  in  specie. 
But  this  is  not  all;  by  our  own  act  we  firKt  de- 
press the  price  and  depreciate  the  ralue  of  our 
debt,  and  then,  by  the  aid  of  some  speculating 
sehpine,  we  buy  up  that  debt  at  iu  depreciated 
rates,  just  like  some  swindling  traders  in  our 
cities,  who,  when  their  credit  is  exhausted,  shot 
op  shop,  and  send  out  runners  to  buy  op  their 
notes  at  forty  or  fifty  per  cent,  discount.  Such 
is,  to  my  mind,  the  character  of  the  transaction. 
But  one  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, f  Mr.  LowNOBB,)  is  opposed  to  this  part  of 
the  plan ;  he  will  not  employ  any  part  of  the  in- 
tended capital  of  this  bank  to  purchase  up  the 
depressed  stocks.  So  much  toe  worse.  The 
public  creditor  would  then  have  Ho  remedy  for 
even  a  part  of  his  misfortunes,  and  the  Qovern- 
menr,  in  such  a  case,  would  act  the  part  of  a 
spendthrifl  whose  land  could  not  be  sold  for  debt, 
and  while  he  was  giving  usurious  advantages  to 
obtain  new  credit,  he  would  defy  his  old  ones, 
and  mock  at  their  complaints.  I  am  aware  that 
many  plausible  things  may  be  said  to  show  what 
are  the  obligations  of  the  €K)vernmeot  to  its 
creditors,  and  that  they  may  be  fulfilled  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  the  contract  without  being 
noticed  in  this  bill.  Be  it  so ;  but  I  contend  that 
you  are  attempting  to  effect  by  indirect  means, 
what  you  would  not  venture  to  do  by  direct 
mean:* — that  is,  to  obtain  from  the  public  creditor 
your  obtignt ion  for  a  less  amount  than  you  prom- 
ise upon  the  face  of  it  to  pay  him.  He  will  not 
be  satisfied  with  special  pleadings  and  logic ;  he 
will  realize  his  misfortunes  and  execrate  his 
wrong-doers.  When  his  children  cry  for  bread, 
his  answer  will  be,  I  loaned  to  my  eountrv ;  1 
confided  in  her  justice;  but,  in  an  unlucky  oour, 
her  councils  were  guided  by  logicians,  and  I  am 
ruined.  But  there  is  another  feature  in  the  new 
plan  which  constitutes  an  insuperable  objection. 
Specie  pay  menu  are  to  be  made  absolute.  If  we 
did  not  know  that  necessity  sometimes  requires 
a  suMpeosion  of  specie  payments  by  binks  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  that  it  may  be  done  with- 
out that  terrible  danger  which  some  affect  to  ap- 
prehend, there  would  he  some  reason  to  refuse 
making  any  provision  for  the  case;  but  with  all 
this  light,  and  the  existing  condition  of  the  spe- 
cie medium  of  the  country  in  full  view  before  us, 
it  would  »eem  to  be  a  species  of  frantic  enthu- 
siasm not  to  provide  for  the  case.  If  bank  credit 
can  be  restored,  and  it  has  not  been  essentially 
impaired,  there  will  be  a  better  opportunity  to 
do  it  under  the  power  to  suspend  the  specie  pay- 
mentw^  guarded  tin  it  is,  than  there  would  be  in 
any  other  way.  But  suppose  the  balance  of  trade 
to  continue  strongly  against  us,  and  a  high  pre- 
mium for  specie  to  be  given  by  our  enemjr.  Your 
bank  will  become  an  instrument  by  which  it  will 
be  driven  from  the  country ;  and  it  may  happen, 


and  probably  will  happen^  that  their  specie  pay* 
menu  cannot  be  discontinued — and  what  wiil 
then  be  the  situation  of  the  bank?  Failing  to 
fulfil  the  purposes  designed,  its  credit  is  blighted, 
its  operations  are  stopped,  and  its  charter  vio- 
lated ;  and  if  this  should  take  place  before  your 
Treasury  notes  are  sold,  the  Qovernment  will 
scarce  obtain  a  moment's  relief;  but  if  the  Treas- 
ury notes  have  been  forced  out,  will  they  not 
come  back  upon  the  Government  for  payment 
when  it  has  no  means  to  redeem  them,  instead  of 
pa«>ing  into  the  drawer  of  a  broken  banki 

The  patience  of  the  Committee  is  no  doubt 
exhausted,  and  I  will  conclude  by  exhibiting  the 
relative  pecuniary  value  of  the  two  plans,  in  a 
calculation  that  cannot  be  misunderstood. 

By  the  scheme  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  suppose  that  you  succeed 
in  issuing  the  forty-four  millions  of  dollars  in 
Treasury  notes  at  par,  whether  to  be  vested  in 
stock  or  for  the  purpose  of  a  direct  subscription 
into  the  bank,  and  suppose,  too,  that  the  fifteen 
millions  of  Treasury  notes  will  purchase  one 
hundred  dollars  of  stock  for  eighty  dollars  of 
notes — the  advance  or  profit  obtained  in  the  oper- 
ation will  be  the  difference  between  the  present 
price  that  is  paid  for  money  and  the  rate  thus 
obtained,  viz:  twenty-five  per  cent.,  which,  upon 
forty-four  millions,  will  be  eleven  millions.  This 
is  the  utmost  that  can  be  claimed  for  his  plan,  if 
it  succeeds. 

Now,  by  the  plan  proposed  bv  the  bill,  we  have 
the  same  advance  upon  six  millions  of  Treasury 
notes,  viz:  •        -        -        -        -91,500,000 

Twenty-five  per  cent,  upon  a  loan  of 

thirty  millions  ....  7,500,000 
And,  ir  we  suppose  our  bank  stock  to 
advance  twenty  per  cent,  above  par, 
it  will  make  a  disposable  capital  of 
925,000,000,  to  ol>tain  which  we 
should  be  obliged  at  the  present 
rates  topay  a  premium  of  $6,250,000  6,250,000 
Which,  together  with  the  advance  on 
the  stock 5,000,000 

Will  make  a  net  gain  to  the  Govern- 
ment of 20,250,000 

Making  a  difference  in  favor  of  the 
Government,  bjr  the  bill  as  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  of $9.250,000 

This  is  a  plain  arithmetical  fact,  that  cannot  be 
controverted.  The  figures  will  speak  for  them- 
selves, and  every  member  of  the  Committee  may 
make  the  calculations  for  himself.  But  I  can 
scarcely  hope  to  convince  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina.  He  appears  to  be  so 
enthusiastically  attached  to  his  proposition,  that 
he  has  called  in  the  aid  of  his  prophetic  spirit  to 
sustain  him,  and  has  painted  in  glowing  colors 
the  prospect  of  the  blockade  being  raised,  and  the 
speedy  restoration  of  our  foreign  commerce  and 
coasting  trade  to  their  accustomed  activity.  But 
1  cannot  rely  tipon  anticipations  of  this  kind, 
though  I  have  oAen  listened  Urith  pleasure  to 
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tbciD.  I  have  beard  of  his  prophecies  before,  and 
recollect  listen iog  with  pleasure,  though  with 
some  degree  of  scepticism,  to  a  speech  of  hisL 
highly  colored  with  promising  prospects,  on  a  btil 
which  has  coo  tri  bo  ted  to  produce,  more  than  any 
other  cause,  our  preseot  fiscal  embarrassoteou. 
It  does  appear  to  me  that  the  wisest  course  would 
be  not  to  yield  to  visionary  speculations,  nor  to 
adapt  our  measures  to  a  state  of  things  not  likely 
to  be  realized.  We  have  been  trying  expedients 
too  long.  Solid,  substan  tiaL  and  lasting  measures 
are  now  indispensable.  Such  is  the  character  of 
the  proposition  contaioed  in  the  bill,  while  the 
amendment  proposed  totally  changes  its  character 
as  well  as  form.  That  which  was  designed  as 
an  agent  to  revive  public  credit,  to  supply  the 
present  exigence  of  the  country,  and  give  such 
facility  in  obtaining  future  loans  as  would  enable 
us  to  prosecute  this  war  with  vigor  and  effect,  is 
to  be  converted  into  a  machine  to  s^uecxe  a  little 
depreciated  money  out  of  the  people  for  the  pres- 
ent-—abandoning  the  other  greai  and  important 
oluectSy  so  indispensably  necesuiry  to  be  effected. 

I  b.'g  pardon  of  the  Committee  for  having  tres- 
passed so  long  upon  their  patience,  and  tho  only 
apology  that  can  be  offered  is  the  importance  of 
the  subject. 

Mr.  iNOiaaoLL  said  that  he  inserted  himself 
into  this  debate  with  great  reluctance ;  almost  in 
despair— reluctance  to  take  part  in  a  discassion 
for  which  he  had  no  inclination,  and  which  he 
thought  bad  better  be  left  to  the  members  of  the 
committee  who  had  reported  the  bill — in  despair, 
because  he  had  no  hope  of  making  anv  impres- 
sion  on  an  assembly  but  too  studious  or  change, 
too  fond  of  novelty,  too  apt  to  think  that  oatioosi 
wealth  was  most  certainly  to  be  foand  in  indi- 
vidual impoverishment.  Ever  since  this  war 
was  declared,  and,  indeed,  since  the  session  of 
Congress  preceding  it,  the  nation  had  been  kept 
alive  on  sickly  hopes  of  peace  and  the  empirical 
sustenance  of  inadequate  loans ;  and  it  was  not 
till  just  now,  when  these  flattering  unctions  were 
no  longer  applicable,  that  we  had  made  up  our 
minds  to  the  solid  food  of  heavy  taxes,  pledges  of 
them  in  sinking  funds,  and  a  national  banking  in- 
stiuitiott.  For  his  part,  Mr.  I.  said,  he  had  uni- 
formly denied  and  deprecated  the  effects  antici- 
pated from  the  Russian  mediation,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  negotiation  subscauently  translated 
from  Qottenburg  to  Ghent.  These  always  ap- 
peared ta  him  to  be  the  beau  idecU  of  our  Foreign 
BeJations.  He  had  never  ceased  to  reaionstrate 
against  abstracting  an  eminent  person  from  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  Department,  to  send  him 
to  make  the  grand  tour  of  Europe  in  pursuit  of 

eaoe.  I  have  invariably  thought  and  said,  said 
r.  1.,  thst  the  only  policy  was  that  just  indi- 
cated by  my  friend  and  colleague,  who  preceded 
mC}  (Mr.  Inoham,)  to  look  the  difficulties  man- 
fully in  the  face,  conceive  them  at  their  worst, 
and  deal  with  them  accordingly.  We  have  at 
last  come  to  this  complexion,  and  I  congratulate 
the  country  on  the  occasion.  We  never  should 
have  had  peace  until  war  was  waged  in  earnest; 
and|  perhaps,  wo  are  now  much  neaeer  to  a  ttr- 


miaation  of  hostilities  thaa  W€  were  while  anb- 
sisttng  on  pacific  overtures. 

The  Treasury  Department, in  concert,  mmd  after 
long  consideration  with  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  assuming  the  responsibility  of  their 
respective  stations,  have  recommended  to  ns  the 
plan  of  a  bank  which  is  comprehended  in  the  bili 
under  discussion.    In  this  Congress  of  Amhaaaa^ 
dors  (as  I  think  it  was  the  late  President  Adams, 
in  his  TVeaiitc  <m  the  Comtiiutum^  rery  aptly 
denominates  us,)  rather  than  a  Congress  oC  thie 
Representatives  of  dillercot  portions  of  tlie 
people,  it  should  always  be  the  first 
to  entering  upon  any  subject,  the 
since  tinequa  nont  are  so  much  the  mode  in  mod- 
ern Congresses'^-to  agree,  by  mataal  snerifices  ci 
pride  of  pinion  and  the  spirit  of  sfatcm,  to  en- 
deavor to  attain  soaae  practioahle  ofa|ect  aad  re- 
sulL    It  is  well  known  to  every  member  that  a 
National  Bank,  while  nearly  all  aeknowiedge  the 
imperious  necessity  of  snch  an  establiabment,  has 
to  encounter  the  various  obstaelea  and  eolliaona 
which  arise  from  various  qnarien  of  tlun  House, 
la  the  first  place,  it  is  to  be  exposed  by  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  opposite  side,  who,  deemi^  the 
war  unjust  in  its  origin,  deem  it,  moreover,  n 
Constitutional  aad  correct  orbit  of  oppoaitioa  to 
move  indtscriminately  against  every  measure  cal- 
culated to  act  in  furtherance  of  the  war.    I  will 
not  take  upon  myself  to  determiae  whether  this 
is  a  proper  view  of  the  subject.   We;  at  all  eveats, 
know  that  it  is  oae  most  steadfastly  adhered  to. 
In  the  next  place,  a  bank  is  resbied  by  certain 
scruples  respecting  the  Constitutional  power  of 
Congress  to  create  one.  which  obtain  witk  several 
jrentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House.    And  lastly, 
It  cannot  be  doubted  bat  that  the  moot  powerful, 
pervading,  aad  indefotigable  hostility  out  of  doors 
will  be  organized  by  the  innumerable  State  bank- 
ing institutions,  which  comprehend  witbia  the 
sphere  of  their  influence  almost  every  man  of 
property  in  the  country,  who  may  apprehend  thai 
a  Bank  of  the  United  States  would  tend  to  cnr- 
tail,  to  cripple,  or  to  destroy  their  reaonvees.    As 
long,  however,  as  the  objections  urged  on  this 
floor  were  confined  to  those  which  might  have 
been  expected,  and  which  may  be  uiged  against 
all  such  establishments,  I  did  not  suppose  it  in- 
cumbent on  any  member  to  assist  those  gentle- 
men of  the  committee  who  have  the  particular 
conveyance  of  this  bill  through  the  House.    I 
should  not  have  presumed,  therefore,  to  mingle 
in  the  debate  in  reply  to  sucn  objeetiona.    Indeed, 
the  grounds  which  were  eloquently  occupied  by 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Gas- 
tom)  seemed  to  me  to  be  sufficiently  answered  by 
himself,  for  I  realljr  think  that  there  were  few  of 
the  difficulties  which  he  recapitulated  against  the 
proposed  plaa  that  are  not  in  equal  force  of  ex- 
istence against  the  substitute  he  suggested.    As 
to  plans,  indeed,  I  am  not,  myself,  at  all  tena- 
cious.   Any  plaa  will  answer  my  purposes  tJ»t 
promises  to  restore  public  credit  and  create  a  cir- 
culating medium.    Nor  can  we,  to  be  sure,  com- 
plain of  any  deficiency  of  projects.    Almost  ev- 
ery gentleman  has  his  own  ^  and,  if  yon  happen 
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to  look  into 9,  newspaper,  ecce  homo,'  bere  b  a 
daily  colamn  of  most  comfortable  schemes,  al- 
ready printed  for  your  perusal.  [In  allusion  to  a 
▼oluminoufl  writer  on  these  subjects  in  the  No" 
tional  hUeUigencer.  who  affixed  the  signature  of 
"  Homo"  to  his  essays.]  It  affords  me  pleasure 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  satisfaction  with  which 
I  followed  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  in  the  development  of  his  sub- 
stitute for  the  system  recommended  by  the  Treas- 
Qry  Department.  I  must  do  that  gentleman  the 
justice  to  say  that  his  views  were  exhibited  in  a 
elear,  connected,  and  well-dJgested  discourse  on 
this  abstruse  and  complicatad  subject,  in  wbich 
he  ttoquestionably  showed,  at  least,  his  own  prep- 
aration and  capacity  for  explaininff  and  support- 
ing any  favorite  project  he  may  choose  to  iatro* 
diice ;  and,  while  I  declare  my  uaeqoivocal  opin- 
ion that  his  appeara  to  me  to  be  the  most  fantastic, 
impracticable,  and,  I  will  add,  pernicious  of  all 
the  plana  we  could  adopt,  calculated  inevitably 
to  destroy  the  public  oreait  of  this  Government-^ 
to  damn  it  to  all  eternity — yet,  so  anxious  am  I 
to  provide  for  the  erisis  which  presses  on  ys,  that 
I  would  rather  fall  in  even  with  this  alternative, 
at  the  expense  of  all  your  remaining  publio  credit, 
in  preference  to  not  voting  for  some  imaacdiate 
means  for  meeting  present  embarrassments.  If 
we  must  ruin  our  existing  creditors  in  order  lo 
procure  fresh  supplies,  and  if  that  is  the  best  man- 
ner of  procuring  them,  I  profess  my  readiness  to 
proceea  to  so  deplorable  a  resort,  rather  than  to 
ooait  altogether  the  making  of  some  provision 
for  the  exigency.  But  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Calboum)  has  pointed  out  to  us  a 
stream  of  finance  which  positively  is  not  naviga- 
ble. We  may  trace  its  origin  and  follow  its 
course — seemingly  a  fine  volume  of  water,  fer- 
tilizing as  it  flows — until  we  behold  it  emptying 
itself  into  the  ocean;  but  when  we  come  to  try 
its  usefulness,  we  find  that,  lilEe  the  river  Susqua- 
hannah,  its  navigation  is  doubtful,  dangerous, 
and  unsafe.  It  invites  population  to  settle  on  its 
shores,  but  diseases  and  death  infest  them ;  aad 
we  are  amazed  to  discover,  oa  experiment,  how 
fatally  it  disappoints  the  expectattons  that  were 
at  first  encourufed  of  its  beneficial  properties. 
Nothing  but  a  freshet  will  justify  our  venturing 
on  this  current ;  and  that  in  precarions,  uneertaitt, 
and  alarming. 

Let  us  examine  this  unexpected  substitute. 
What  do  we  find?  Why,  sir,  in  the  outset,  an 
insuperable  difficulty^  in  limine^  before  we  reach 
the  body  of  the  project.  The  gentleman  ffom 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  who,  no  doubt, 
in  the  zeal  of  an  ardent  mind,  let  drop  some 
rather  inadmissible  expressions  by  way  of  fore- 
stalling the  objections  be  anticipated  tohisscheme, 
will  excuse  me  for  the  similitude;  but  really  it 
reminds  me  of  the  French  veterinary  surgeon, 
who  killed  the  sick  horse,  in  order  thai  he  might 
prove  his  skill  by  restoring  him  to  life.  Is  it  not 
so  1  Does  not  his  plan  demand,  as  its  first  postu- 
late, a  total  prostration  of  the  public  means,  aa 
absolute  vacuum  in  the  Treasury,  to  be  after-- 
wards  revived  by  filling  it  with  forty  miiliana  of 


Treasury  notes?  Does  it  not  require  that  the 
twelve  millions  which  are  indispeiuable  for  tlie 
current  quarter  of  this  year,  should  be  sacrificed, 
and  that  the  Government  should  stop  payment 
for  the  present,  relying  on  this  schelne  for  obtain- 
ing  funds  hereafter?  Most  assuredly  the  doors 
to  which  you  look  for  loans  will  be  locked  up 
and  double-bolted  against  your  advances,  if  you 
eitact  a  law,  impregnated  as  this  is  now  proposed 
to  be  with  Injustice  to  those  who  have  hitherto 
sustained  your  credit  by  administering  to  your 
occasions.  You  are  to  foreso  the  advantages  of 
an  approved  and  rational  fuan,  you  are  to  aban- 
don the  attempt  to  borrow  what  you  stand  moat 
seriously  in  need  of  at  the  present  moment,  you 
are  to  stop  payment,  you  are  to  become  bank- 
rupt, in  order  that  new,  untried,  and  impractica- 
ble efforts,  may  afterwards  be  made  to  raise  you 
from  the  grave.  The  thing  is  impossible;  and  if 
if  it  were  not,  the  experiment,  at  all  events,  is 
rather  too  critical  a^one.  Tou  may,  I  believe 
that  you  must,  perish  under  the  operatioiu  Of 
how  nice  and  delicate  a  texture  public  credit  ia 
eomposed,  we  have  had  demonstrations  but  too 
painful  during  the  present  session.  It  is  the  very 
gossamer  of  political  elements.  The  perpetual 
sunshine  of  confidence  is  necessary  to  its  exist- 
ence. Withhold  this,  and  it  languishes.  With- 
draw it,  and  it  dies..  And  once  dead,  where  is 
the  magic,  where  the  power,  that  can  revive  it  ? 
Let  me  caution  gentlemen  against  even  handling 
it  too  roughly.  It  is  but  too  easily  destroyed ; 
and,  whatever  may  be  said  in  speculations  here, 
depend  upon  it,  sir,  that  there  Is  no  skill  in  either 
surgery^  or  quackery  that  .can  call  it  back  again 
to  an  animation  once  suspended. 

Such  however,  so  imminent,  so  full  of  dissolu- 
tion and  decay,  are  the  very  foundations  on  which 
this  new  superstructure  is  to  be  built  up.  Let  us 
now  look  a  little  further  into  its  details*  And 
here,  at  the  very  inside  of  the  threshold,  I  am 
again  struck  with  a  general  imperfection.  Why 
not  come  at  oace  to  the  rejected  resolutions  of 
my  honest  friend  from  Georgia?  (Mr.  Uaxx.) 
What  use  is  there  in  such  a  mass  of  banking 
machinery  to  give  circulation  to  some  millions  of 
Treasury  notes  ?  Why  not  issue  theni  at  once, 
without  this  unwieldy,  this  unnecessary  medium  i 
1}q  you  surround  them  with  it  in  order  to  pass 
them  off  with  less  embarrassment^ supposing  that 
the  public  will  occupy  themselves  in  examining 
the  mill,  without  scrutinizing  the  material?  It 
you  do,  disappointment  will  be  the  consequence; 
for  those  moneyed  men  whom  you  hitherto  have 
looked  10  for  support,  though  now  you  seem  ready 
lo  discard  them,  are  not  to  be  so  easily  prevailed 
upon.  They  are  a  sharpsigbted  animal,  who  will 
pierce  through  your  projects  at  a  glance,  how- 
ever you  may  wrap  and  told  them  up  from  com- 
mon observation. 

Again :  If  Treasury  notes  are  to  constitute  the 
universal  sucoedaneum,  and  you  intend  to  d^ 
prive  the  Government  of  authority  to  prohibit 
the  issue  of  specie  even  under,  peciiliar  circum- 
stances and  for  short  periods,  what  occasion  have 
you  for  any  specie  capital  tt  nil?    Do  you  im* 
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•gine,  Mr,  that  your  fire  or  six  millions  will  be 
suffered  to  remain  quietly  in  circulation,  going 
in  and  out  of  the  vaults  of  this  bank,  without 
anyguardwhatereragainst  its  fraudulent  evasion? 
I  am  quite  mistaken  if  the  whole  sum  would  not 
migrate  to  Halifax  within  a  fortnight  after  it* 
deposite.  I  cannot  pretend  to  speak  with  precis- 
ion as  to  the  amount  of  specie,  now  in  retirement, 
beloDgin£^  to  the  different  banks  of  Philadelphia, 
and  individuals  who  have  secured  portions  of  it 
in  safe  places,  but  I  should  imagine  that  it  must 
be  considerable,  perhaps  some  millions.  How 
long  is  it  supposed  it  would  continue  in  fair  cir- 
culation if  the  banks  were  to  pay  it  out  for  notes*? 
It  would  infallibly  and  almost  instantaneously 
disappear.  I  confess  that  I  have  my  doubts  as  to 
the  propriety  of  affording  Oovernmeot  any  num- 
ber of  the  directors  of  the  bank.  But  I  cannot 
conceive  a  mode  for  dispensing  with  the  inhibi- 
tion by  law  of  specie  issues  in  certain  cases,  with- 
out referring  this  authority  for  its  exercise  to  the 
directors  themselves,  who  must  endanger  the 
charter  by  its  enforcement.  It  is,  therefore,  best 
in  other  hands.  But  after  all,  sir,  it  was  in  behalf 
of  the  public  creditors  that  I  was  mainly  induced 
to  address  you.  It  was  to  bespeak  your  indul- 
gence; to  appeal  to  your  faith;  to  indicate  your 
policy,  as  regards  tne  stockholders  of  the  Inte 
loans  that  I  have  ventured  to  rise  on  this  occa- 
sion. In  order  to  understand  and  appreciate  their 
relation  to  the  Government,  let  us  inquire  how 
it  came  about.  It  is  not  two  years  sinct*,  when  I 
first  came  to  this  House,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  as- 
sert their  pretensions  asainst  attack  from  the 
other  side.  And  now  already,  much  sooner,  I 
confess,  than  I  expected,  I  am  called  upon  to 
defend  them  from  attacks  on  this  side.  Blessed 
encouragement  this,  to  be  sure,  for  those  who 
may  be  disposed  to  lend  their  money  to  the  pub- 
lic. And,  pray,  what  are  the  circumstances  that 
justify  these  aggressions?  You  first  went  into 
the  market  for  a  loan  of  eleven  millions  at  six 
per  cent.,  of  which  you  obtained  but  about  six. 
[Here  some  explanations  took  place  between  Mr. 
&PPBS,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  Mr.  Ingersoll,  by  which  it  ap 
peared  that  Mr.  I.  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
the  residue  of  this  loan  had  been  filled  up  by  a 
diversion  of  the  Sinking  Fund  for  that  purpose. 
Mr.  B.  pointedly  denied  that  the  Sinking  Fund 
ever  had  been  direrted  from  its  true  object.] 

The  explanation  afforded  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Eppes,)  makes  no  change, 
(proceeded  Mr.  Ingbrsoll)  in  the  aspect  of  my 
argument.  I  was  about  to  show  that  your  loan 
market  was  exhausted  by  a  loan  of  six  or  seven 
millions,  at  the  hundred  for  a  hundred.  Your 
next  bargain  was  for  sixteen  millions  at  eighty- 
eight  for  the  hundred.  Afterwards,  seven  mil- 
lions and  a  half  at  the  same  rate.  And,  finally, 
that  portion  of  the  twenty-fire  millions  which 
has  been  negotiated  at  eighty,  and  perhaps  less, 
for  the  hundred.  And  what  inducements  did  you 
hold  forth  to  those  who  advanced  these  sums? 
Of  course  the  fuith  of  Qovernment  for  the  punc- 
tual payment  of  the  interest,  and  faithful  redemp- 


tion of  the  principal  at  the  expiration  of  the  stip- 
ulated term.    But  was  this  all?    Was  there  no 
accessory,  no  additional  inducement,  besides  the 
plighted  faith  of  the  nation?    This  House  noost 
well  remember  that  there  was.    It  cannot  be  for^ 
gotten  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
selected  as  one  of  the  Commissioners  fo  repair  to 
Europe  to  treat  for  peace ;  and  it  is  perfectly  well 
known  that  both  be  and  his  colleagoe,  at  the 
time  that  some  of  these  loans  were  under  con- 
tract, were  sanguine  in  their  calculations  on  the 
prosperous  result  of  their  mission.     Indeed,  since 
we  have  become  acquainted  with  their  instruc- 
tions, it  cannot  be  matter  of  surprise  that  they 
should  have  entertained  such  a  confidence.    The 
fact,  however,  is,  that  subscribers  to  the  loan  at 
eighty-eight,  were  led  to  believe,  and  from  the 
best  authority,  that  their  stock  would  enjoy  all 
the  benefits  of  peace  within  twelve  months  from 
the  time  of  their  subscription,  and  that  instead  of 
merely  par  for  the  eighty-eight  which  they  loaned, 
they  might  reasonably  calculate  on  a  rise  of  ten 
or  fifteen  per  cent,  above  the  one  hundred  which 
they  were  promised  for  their  money.    It  was, 
moreover,  made  a  test  of  patriotism  in  the  sub- 
scribers, and  hundreds  contributed  in  part  on  this 
principle.    Gkntlemen  talk  of  these  persons  as 
if  they  were  the  veriest  brokers  and  stockjobbers 
in  the  world ;  and  as  if,  too,  none  but  brokers  and 
stockjobbers  had  subscribed.    But  no  misconcep- 
tion could  be  more  unfounded.    Let  such  as  im- 
agine that  some  half  a  dozen  usurious  capitalists 
hold  all  the  stock  in  question,  attend  on  quarter 
day  at  the  door  of  a  bank  in  which  dividends  are 
payable,  and  examine  there  into  the  characters 
and  conditions  of  the  crowd  of  anxious  expect- 
ants for  their  income.    They  will  find  the  widow 
and  the  orphan,  the  aged  and  the  infirm,  as  well 
as  the  wealthy  and  thecompetent,waitinfir /ore  heir 
shares — some  of  them  for  small  sums,  payable  by 
way  of  annuity,  (which  was  aotborfzed  by  the 
loan  laws.)  and  the  only  reliance  of  the  poor  peo* 
pie  who  have  invested  their  funds  in  this  stock. 
These  are  the  persons  whom  you  are  proposing 
to  cast  aside.    They  did  not  seek  you  nor  press 
themselves  into  your  assistance.    But,  on  the  con- 
trary, you  went  in  search  of  them,  and  induced 
them,  by  strong  and  seductive  promises,  to  part 
with  their  money  for  your  necessities.    They  did 
so  at  vour  earnest  instances.    Tbev  paid  it  to 
you  when  they  could  have  had  gold  and  silver 
Tor  their  checks.    But  now,  having  bound  them 
to  your  destiny,  having  exhausted  their  capacity 
to  lend,  you  deny  them  (should  the  proposed 
amendment  be  adopted)  any  participation  in  your 
plana  for  the  improvement  of  their  funds.     You 
leave  them  to  their  f4te,  vainly  imagining  that, 
after  such  crying  injustice,  you  can  substitute 
another  class  of  creditors  in  their  places.    No 
moneyed  institution  can  succeed  which  is  to  be 
founded  on  principles  at  war  with  the  interests  of 
the  moneyed  men  of  a  community.    You  may 
rail  at  these  persons  if  you  will.    But  depeod 
upon  it,  that  to  enlist  their  opposition  to  any  plan 
fur  the  reiioration  of  public  credit,  is  not  the  way 
to  accomplish  it. 
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The  baok  contemplated  by  the  original  bill  on 
the  table  was  to  be  laid  on  the  libera),  the  politic, 
and  (he  oatnral  endowmeDts  of  public  stock  and 
specie  io  certain  adequate  proportions.  That 
which  is  to  be  attempted,  should  the  amendment 
succeed,  would,  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
such  institutions,  be  founded  oo  a  ?ast  basis  of 
new  paper  or  stock  to  be  created,  to  the  prejudice 
of  those  who  now  own  the  stocks  and  regulate  the 
prices,  in  the  market.  Of  these,  there  are  between 
sixty  and  eighty  millions  (including  Treasury 
notes)  in  existence.  Instead  of  withdrawing  a 
third  of  this  amount  and  appropriating  it  to  a 
bank,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calhoun)  would  send  in  forty  odd  millions  more, 
in  the  shape  of  Treasury  notes,  more  heavily  than 
ever  to  choke  op  and  overdo  the  market.  I  do 
not  pretend  to,  be  very  conversant  with  these 
matters ;  but  I  must  confess  that  I  cannot  per- 
ceive how  such  a  scheme  could  possibly  succeed 
in  operation. 

Of  all  models  for  a  moneyed  institution  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States  afibrds  one,  the  most 
worthy  of  imitation.  And  upon  what  was  it 
founded?  Public  stock  and  specie  capital.  What 
public  stock?  Not  new  stock  created  for  the 
purpose ;  but  that  which  was  funded  at  twenty 
shillings  in  the  pound,  though  a  great  deal  of  it 
was  purchased  as  low  as  one-and-sixpence.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  hear  of  no  dis- 
crimination between  the  creditors.  He  well  knew 
that  public  credit  was  to  be  created,  not  by  looking 
forward  to  new  auxiliaries,  and  discarding  old 
ones,  but  by  a  punctilious  and  faithful,  an  indis^ 
criminate  and  universal  fulfilment  of  all  former 
engagements.  Paying  old  debts  is  the  best  mode 
of  enabling  a  community  to  contract  new  ones. 
The  Bank  of  England,  the  Bank  of  Qenoa,  most 
of  the  celebrated  moneyed  institutions  in  Europe, 
were  established  on  similar  recognitions  and  adop- 
tions of  the  public  stocks  of  their  respective  coun- 
tries. The  Bank  of  the  United  States  therefore 
followed  their  example.  Stockholders,  who  were 
known  to  have  purchased  their  stock  at  a  great 
discount,  were  nevertheless  allowed  to  subscribe 
without  discrimination,  though  it  was  well  ascer- 
tained that  the  bank  stock  would  immediately  rise 
after  the  subscription,  and  though  it  did  actually 
rise  to  one  hundred  and  forty.  Now.  in  all  views 
of  this  subject,  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States 
affords  a  precedent  to  be  consulted  with  the  ut- 
most consideration,  and  one  not  to  be  departed 
from  without  very  sufficient  causes.  Broken  up 
as  that  institution  has  been,  and  subjected  to  the 
severest  tests  of  investigation,  the  wisdom,  fidelity 
and  punctuality  of  its  transactions  have  been  man- 
ifested in  the  strongest  light ;  and  I  think  it  would 
be  hazarding  not  a  little  to  disregard  them. 

The  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina,  both  the 
honorable  mover  of  this  amendment  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn) and  his  colleague  who  supports  him  (Mr. 
Lowndes,)  deny[  that  the  creation  of  a  new  stock 
for  the  bank  capital,  would  be  either  an  injury  or 
any  injustice  to  the  present  stockholders.  1  un- 
derstand that  the  stock  was  at  eighty  •one  the  day 
before  yesterday  in  Baltimore,  and  looking  up,  in 
13th  CoK.  SdSfiss.— £0 


anticipation  of  its  incorporation  into  the  bank. 
Nu  doubt  it  will  fall  again  as  soon  as  this  propo- 
sition for  excluding  it  goes  abroad.  What  more 
infallible  thermometer  can  we  have  of  the  effect 
of  such  a  measure  on  the  stock  ?  There  are  be- 
tween sixty  and  eighty  millions  of  it  io  circula- 
tion. You  propose  to  issue  fifteen  millions  of 
Treasury  notes  ifor  purchasing  up  such  of  it  as  is 
to  be  subscribed  to  the  bank.  The  inevitable  con- 
sequence must  be,  first  a  competition,  a  most  no- 
fair  one,  io  the  market,  and  then  a  depreciation 
of  the  stock.  He  who  subscribed  at  eighty  has 
twenty  per  cent,  advaniaj^e  over  the  more  meri- 
torious subscriber  at  one  hundred  or  at  eighty- 
eight,  and  no  alternative  is  ieA  for  the  latter  but 
to  sacrifice  bis  stock  at  fifty  or  sixty,  in  order  to 
reimburse  himself  by  the  profits  of  a  subscription 
to  the  bank,  or  to  hold  nis  stock  depreciated  to 
one-half  of  what  he  gave  for  it.  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  repeat  the  epithets  that  were  bestowed 
on  such  dealings  by  my  friend  and  colleague,  (Mr. 
Inqbam,)  but  really  I  must  say  that  I  should  con- 
sider them  most  reprehensible  proceedings.  There 
is,  too,  a  difierence  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  per 
cent,  in  the  prices  of  stock  at  different  places,  at 
Baltimore  and  Boston,  for  instance,  and  the  scan- 
dalous speculations  to  be  authorized  would  there- 
fore carry  with  them  this  additional  aggravation. 
In  fact,  there  is  no  stock  market  in  this  country ; 
and.  whenever  the  purchases  in  question  are  to  be 
made,  the  holders  of  stock  in  different  places  must 
abide  the  effects  of  the  variation  in  the  prices  ac- 
cumulated on  the  other  hardships  of  their  case. 

But  why,  we  are  asked,  are  tbeso  stockholders 
to  be  preferred?  Why  is  an  individual  holding 
certificates  of  this  siock  to  enjoy  the  advantages 
of  a  subscription  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
in  preference  to  any  individual  who  does  not  hap- 
pen to  hold  such  certificates  ?  The  answer  is, 
that  they  are  not  preferred  any  more  than  the  few 
possessors  of  specie.  Any  person  may  buy  the 
slock  who  chooses  it,  and  thus  become  capacita- 
ted to  subscribe  it  to  the  bank.  There  is  oo  de« 
ficiency  of  it  for  sale  in  the  market.  We  have 
taken  care  of  that.  And  but  too  numerous,  un- 
fortunately, are  they  who  are  anxious  to  get  rid 
of  it. 

As  to  taking  it  at  the  rate  at  which  Govern- 
ment received  their  money,  could  anything  be 
more  unjust?  The  public  faith  was  plight^  to 
redeem  eighty-eight  with  a  hundred.  The  stock- 
holders are  consequently  entitled,  in  the  first  place, 
to  have'one  hundred  for  their  eighty-eight;  and 
then  most  assuredly  th<>y  have  a  right,  in  common 
with  all  other  subscribers,  to  all  the  profits  to  ac- 
crue, above  par,  on  their  subscription  to  the  bank. 
In  this  they  are  not  preferred  toother  subscribers; 
though  perhaps  it  might  be  shown,  without  any 
great  difficulty,  that  they  are  entitled  to  at  least 
a  highly  favorable  attention  from  the  Govern- 
menL  We  have  got  all  their  money.  We  took 
it  when  it  was  convertible  into  gold  and  silver. 
And  it  would  be  neither  generous  nor  just  now 
to  postpone  them  to  other  members  of  the  com- 
munity. 

These  arguments,  however,  are  controverted 
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United  States  but  that  the  agrieoltural  interest  of 
the  country  shonld  bold  a  due  pro|>ortion  in  the 
stock  of  this  bank,  to  keep  it  out  of  the  exclusive 
control  of  the  commercial  class,  which  he  in- 
timated was  generally  in  the  British  interest,  and 
not  a  few  actually  connected  in  business  with 
British  houses.  The  landed  and  manufacturing 
interest,  he  agued,  ought  to  be  at  least  equally 
interested  in  the  bank  with  the  commercial.  It 
was  necessary  the  Government  should  hold  both 
stock  and  direction  in  the  bank,  to  guard  the 
United  States  against  the  operation  of  any  for- 
eign influence,  £c. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  finding,  as  he  said,  from  the 
course  of  the  debate,  that  the  eyes  or  the  Com- 
mittee had  been  so  entirely  directed  to  the  main 
object  of  the  amendment  adopted  yesterday,  that 
they  had  overlooked  the  part  of  it  to  which  this 
section  had  reference,  rose  to  explain  the  reasons 
of  bis  present  motion.  Whether  the  provision 
now  under  consideration  should  be  struck  out  or 
retained,  he  contended,  denended  on  the  situation 
of  the  nation.  He  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that, 
in  the  present  situation  of  the  nation,  it  ought  to 
I  be  struck  out.  One  great  object  of  this  bank 
was  to  afford  the  means  of  relieving  the  nation 
from  difficulties  under  which  it  now  labored.  By 
striking  out  this  section,  the  Government  would 
not,  he  said,  lose  the  advantages  it  would  derive 
from  retaining  it,  inasmuch  as  Hie  twenty  millions, 
instead  of  being  vested  by  the  United  States  in 
stock,  would  assume  the  shape  of  Treasury  notes, 
and  in  reality  produce  the  effect,  by  their  absorp- 
tion in  the  bank,  of  an  immediate  loan  to  the 
Government.  Which,  he  asked,  does  the  United 
States  now  most  want,  a  capital  or  the  use  of 
a  capital?  He  said  he  should  be  glad,  indeed, 
abstractedly,  that  the  United  States  should  possess 
a  share  in  the  capital  of  the  bank ;  he  should  be 
fflad  the  United  Stales  should  possess  a  capital  in 
tne  bank  on  which  they  could  draw  one,  two,  or 
three  per  cent,  more  interest  than  they  had  to  pay 
for  it.  But  we  want  still  more  the  use  of  the  capi- 
tal. If  any  gentleman  could  conceive  the  situa- 
tion of  the  country  to  be  such  that  we  could  lock 
up  instead  of  using  these  twenty  millions  of  cap- 
ital, he  would  yote  against  this  amendment.  The 
capital,  be  said,  would  not  be  lost  to  the  Uni- 
tea  States,  but  would  assume  for  them  the  most 
active  and  most  efficient  form,  by  means  of  the 
Treasury  notes,  which,  being  pat  into  circula- 
tion and  absoroed  by  the  Government,  would 
effect  an  immedate  loan  to  the  Government. 
But,  it  had  been  said,  unless  the  United  States 
held  some  share  in  the  bank,  it  would  fall  into 
the  hands  of  our  enemies.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not 
think  so  harshly  as  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land of  the  commercial  interest ;  in  the  large,  he 
belieyed,  that  great  interest  to  be  American,  not- 
withstanding some  exceptions  might  be  found  to 
that  character.  But  even  if  such  a  disposition 
as  was  feared  by  the  gentleman  should  exist,  it 
would  not  be  controlled  by  retaining  the  present 
provisions  of  the  bill,  because  the  twenty  direc- 
tors could  always  vote  down  thefive  proposed  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Executive,  if  there  should  arise 


a  contest  between  the  Government  and  the  baok- 
But  there  was  another  means  of  protecting  the 
Government  against  the  bank,  more  potent  and 
certain  than  any  such  provisions ;  let  the  United 
States  retain  the  power  over  its  deposttea,  and 
over  the  receipt  of  the  bank  notes  in  payment  of 
duties  and  debts  to  the  Government,  and  it  would 
possess  a  sufficient  control  over  the  bank. 

Mr.  FoBBTTH  admitted  an  immediate  loan 
would  be  an  advantage  to  the  Government;  bat 
was  such  a  loan  wanted,  to  the  proposed  amount, 
in  addition  to  the  uxes  to  be  raised  hj  the  bills 
now  before  the  House?  He  contended  that  it 
probably  would  not.  But,  if  it  would*  he  argned 
that  part  of  the  project  was  impracticable,  be- 
cause of  the  difficulty  of  throwing  into  market 
forty-four  millions  of  dollars  of  Treasury  notes; 
whereas,  if  twenty  millions  of  that  amount  were 
subscribed  in  stock  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
the  balance  of  twenty-four  millions  woold  be  all 
disposed  of,  and  would  probably  be  suflicient  for 
all  the  purposes  of  the  Government.  Sveo  for 
the  benefit  of  the  gentleman's  plan,  thereforei  this 
feature  ought  to  be  retained. 

Mr.  Calbodn  said,  that  if  fifteen  millions  of 
the  forty-four  millions  of  Treasury  notes  were 
applied,  as  he  had  suggested,  to  the  purchase  of 
stock,  and  five  millions  to  the  redemption  of 
Treasury  notes  falling  due  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next  year,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
disposing  of  the  remainder  of  them.  He  said,  to 
vest  twenty  millions  in  the  capital  stock  of  the 
bank  would  be  actinjpr  like  a  man  without  a  dol- 
lar in  his  pocket  ofiering  to  lend  out  money  at 
an  interest  lower  than  he  has  to  pay  for  it  for  his 
use.  If  the  demands  of  the  Treasury  during  the 
next  year  did  not  require  the  whole  of  these  notes, 
Mr.  C.  said,  a  part  could  be  retained  until  the 
year  after,  and  thus  provision  be  made  for  two 

? rears.  If  the  subscriptions  were  received  month- 
y,  in  twelve  instalments,  there  would  never  be 
out  at  one  time  more  than  two  millions,  much 
less  than  the  amount  of  Treasury  notes  now  in 
circulation.  There  would  be  no  doubt,  be  thought, 
of  their  being  soueht  for  with  avidity. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylrania,  said  that,  if  the 
whole  amount  of  Treasury  notes  now  proposed 
to  be  issued  should  not  be  wanted  in  the  coarse 
of  the  next  year,  it  would  unquestionably  be  more 
to  the  interest  ot  the  Government  to  inyest  twenty 
millions  of  the  amount  in  stock  in  the  bank,  pro- 
vided it  would  be  an  advantage  to  them  to  pos- 
sess that  stock.  Allowing  the  stock  of  the  bank 
to  advance  as  it  might  be  expected  to  do,  it  would 
afford  a  profit  to  the  United  States,  in  twelve 
months,  of  six  millions  of  dollars;  and  the  United 
Slates  would,  besides,  dispose  of  the  capital  stock 
at  its  full  value  whenever  they  chose. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB  still  questioned  the  ability  to  cir- 
culate so  large  an  amount  of  Treasury  notes; 
because  they  were  not  like  bank  paper,  which 
could  at  any  time  command  specie;  nor  woaid 
they  circulate  even  as  well  as  the  present  Treas- 
ury notes,  because  not  pa^rable  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  but  to  be  funded  in  six  per  cent,  stock.  The 
fact  that  money  is  not  to  be  paid  for  the  proposed 
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issue  of  Treasury  notes,  would  be  as  well  kaown 
to  the  people  of  the  Uoited  States  as  this  House. 
The  circuJatioD  of  Treasury  notes  at  present  was 
principally  amoDs  those  who  have  money  on  hai\d 
for  which  they  ha?e  not  immediate  use,  which 
they  invest  in  Treasury  notes  in  preference  to 
ihis  public  stock;  because,  at  the  same  time  that 
Lbey  produce  an  interest,  they  are  payable  at  a 
Jay  certain.  The  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued 
will  not  suit  such  persons,  and  will  therefore 
probably  have  a  very  limited  circulation. 

Mr.  KiLBOOBN  said  he  had  voted  for  the  amend- 
tneot  yesterday,  without  any  idea  that  the  other 
amendments  indicated  by  its  mover  would  neces- 
sarily follow.    He  hoped  the  section  now  under 
consideration  would  not  be  struck  out.     For, 
thoug^h  he  had  ever  beliered  the  establishment  of 
a  National  Bank  one  of  the  most  important  ob- 
jects,  yet,  if  this  motion  prevailed,  he  should 
greatly  deprecate  it.    Was  it  true,  he  asked,  that 
this  nation  was  so  embarrassed  in  its  finances, 
wtks  in  such  a  critical  situation,  that  to  obtain 
money  for  a  year  it  was  necessary  to  establish  a 
colossal  moneyed  institution,  with  a  charter  which 
it  vrould  be  beyond  the  power  of  this  Qovern- 
ment  to  alter  for  twenty  years;  that  might,  in 
one  year,  if  amended  as  proposed,  fall  entirely 
under  the  direction  of  the  enemies  of  the  Govern- 
ment ?    He  trusted  not.    If,  on  the  other  hand, 
this  stock  was  taken  by  the  Government  in  the 
bank,  it  might  be  sold  at  any  moment,  if  neces- 
sary, at  twenty  per  cent,  profit,  or  at  least  without 
a  sacrifice,  and  thus  furnish  the  United  States 
with  as  much  money  as  it  would  sell  for. 

Mr.  LowNOEs  supported  the  motion  to  strike 
•out  this  section.  The  reservation  of  twenty  mil- 
lions for  the  United  States,  of  the  capital  uf  the 
bank,  would,  he  said,  unquestionably  be  attended 
with  some  advantages.  It  could  not  be  denied 
that  it  would,  by  the  strength  of  this  capital,  or 
by  selling  it  at  an  advance,  afford  the  means  of  ob- 
taining money  for  the  service  of  the  Government 
in  the  year  1816.  But  the  course  proposed  by 
sentlemen  was  to  lessen  the  security  of  the  loan 
lor  1815,  in  order,  with  remarkable  foresight,  to 

Srovide  the  ways  and  means  for  the  year  1816. 
if.  L.  said,  he  differed  from  his  colleague  as  to 
the  application  of  fifteen  millions  of  Treasury 
notes  to  the  purchase  of  public  debt,  and  five  mil- 
lions for  the  redemption  of  Treasury  notes.    The 
object  of  Mr.  L.  was  nothing  more  than  this — to 
induce  the  House  to  reduce  the  capital  of  the 
bank  from  its  present  proposed  amount.    It  almost 
necessarily  followed,  from  the  main  points  of  his 
colleague^s  plan,  that*  the  capital  should  be  re- 
duced.   It  was  impossible  every  Treasury  note 
thrown  out  should  be  absorbed  in  the  bank  at  the 
times  of  subscription ;  and  the  amount  to  be  issued 
must  therefore,  of  necessity,  exceed  the  amount 
to  be  paid  in  as  a  part  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
bank.    It  was  important,  in  giving  additional 
value  to  the  Treasury  notes,  that  the  bank  stock 
should  be  made  as  valuable  as  it  could.    The 
ittccess  of  the  plan  for  immediately  aiding  Gov- 
ernment by  the  means  proposed,  must  depend  on 
the  value  of  the  Treasury  notes,  which  most  de- 


pend on  the  value  of  the  shares  in  the  bank.  The 
less  valuable  the  shares  in  the  bank,  as  they  would 
be  by  the  retention  of  so  large  a  capital  stock,  the 
less  temptation  would  there  be  to  purchase  the 
notes  or  stock,  which  is  the  basis  of  the  subscrip- 
tion. Mr.  L.  said  he  hoped,  before  this  subject 
was  finally  aeted  on,  the  Committee  would  limit 
to  thirty  or  thirty-five  millions,  to  some  moderate, 
some  reasonable  amount,  the  circulation  of  the 
bank,  and  thus  guard  against  danger  of  the  plan 
from  the  amount  of  capital,  at  the  same  time  that 
it  would  increase  the  value  of  the  Treasury  notes. 
The  plan  of  the  gentleman  before  him,(Mr.  For- 
syth,) he  thought  it  obvious,  provided  for  the 
demands  of  the  public  service  in  1816,  by  render- 
ing utterly  hazardous,  if  not  entirely  defeating, 
the  provision  for  1815.  He  denied  that  the  Treas- 
ury notes  to  be  issued  in  pursuance  of  this  plan 
would  be  less  valuable  than  thoae  now  in  circa- 
lation.  It  was  impossible,  he  said,  in  the  natura 
of  thing^;  but,  in  furnishinff  addittbnai  modee  of 
application  of  them,  the  Committee  would  in- 
crease instead  of  diminishing  the  value  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  &c. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennes- 
see, indicative  of  an  impatience  for  the  question, 
the  Committee  agreed  to  Mr.  Calhoun's  motion 
by  the  following  vote :  For  the  motion  79,  against 
it  53.    So  the  third  section  was  struck  out. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  in  fiirther  ex- 
amination and  amendment  of  the  details  of  the 
bill ;  in  the  course  of  which  considerable  debate 
took  place,  involving  generally  the  minor  princi- 
ples of  the  art  or  science  of  banking.  Among 
the  amendments  agreed  to  were  the  following, 
viz :  To  strike  oat  so  much  as  gives  the  Govern- 
ment a  share  in  the  direction  of  the  bank;  so 
much  as  prohibits  the  bank  from  selling  the  Uni- 
ted States  stock,  which  may  come  into  its  poasea- 
sion ;  so  much  as  binds  the  bank  to  loan  thirty 
millions  to  the  Government,  dbc. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Liwis,  of  Virginia, 
and  supported  by  Mr.  Pbarson.  to  amend  that 
part  of  the  section  authorizing  tne  bank  to  estab- 
lish offices  of  discount,  deposite,  and  distribution, 
so  as  to  require  the  bank,  whenever  the  Govern- 
ment mav  direct  it,  to  establish  an  office  of  dis- 
count and  deposite  at  the  City  of  Washington, 
with  a  capital  (not  less  than  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars.) After  striking  out  the  latter  clause  within 
parentheses,  the  motion  was  negatived. 

When  the  Committee  rose  for  to-day,  an  amend- 
ment was  under  discussion  affecting  the  manner 
in  which  the  bank  shall  pay  specie  for  its  notea, 
whether  at  all  its  offices,  or  at  the  Mother  Bank 
only.  Immediately  on  the  Committee's  rising, 
the  House  adjourned. 


Satuboay,  November  19- 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  »*  to  authorize 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue  to  cause  a  clerk 
in  his  office  to  aid  him  in  signing  licenses,"  with 
an  amendment ;  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence  of  this  House. 
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PETinOK  OP  RBNNER  AND  HEATH. 

Mr.  Yancbt,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  en 
the  petition  of  Renner  Sl  Heath,  of  the  City  of 
Washington.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

.  That  the  petitiooen  were  owaen  of  ropewaUu  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  in  which  were  oontained  • 
luge  quantity  of  spun  yams  and  navy  cordage,  all  of 
wMcfa  was  destroyed  by  the  enemT  in  his  late  incur- 
non  into  this  city.  On  or  about  the  80th  of  July  last» 
one  of  the  petitioners,  Mr.  Heath,  applied  to  Mr.  South- 
erlan,  the  owner  of  some  long  boats  then  lying  in  the 
Potomac,  and  engaged  of  him  five  of  them  to  transport 
his  cordage  and  yams  up  the  river,  if  the  enemy  should 
iuTade  the  dty.  On  the  18th  or  J9th  of  August,  it 
was  deemed  expedient,  by  General  Winder,  to  impiess 
the  boats  of  Mr.  Southerlan,  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
porting the  troops  across  the  Potomac,  which  were  kept 
in  the  employment  of  the  Government  until  after  the 
invasion  of  the  city.  On  the  80th  of  August  the  pe- 
titioners applied  for  the  boats,  according  to  contract, 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  tlieir  property,  when  they 
were  informed  that  they  were  impressed.  It  also  ap- 
pears to  the  committee,  that  on  the  82d  of  August  the 
petitioners  employed  a  wagon  and  nine  or  ten  carta, 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  property,  but  the  wagon 
and  two  or  three  of  the  carts  were  impressed  by  the 
officers  of  the  departments,  to  remove  the  public  papers 
and  property ;  and  that  seven  of  the  carts  employed, 
after  taking  loads  from  the  ropewalks  out  of  the  city, 
reAised  to  return  to  haul  any  more  for  the  petitionen, 
apprehending,  if  they  did,  they  would  be  impressed 
into  the  employment  of  the  Government  It  is  also 
Mated,  and  believed,  that,  after  that  day,  and  before  the 
enemy  entered  the  city,  carriages  were  not  to  be  had 
in  the  dty  to  remove  ^e  property.  The  loss  of  the 
petacioners,  exclusive  of  the  pnce  of  the  ropewalks,  is 
estimated  at  about  thirty-four  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars ;  they  ask  of  Congress  to  be  reimbursed  to  the 
amount  of  their  loss. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  the  Government  is 
under  no  obligation  to  pay  for  the  property.  TIm  de- 
atruction  of  private  property  by  the  enemy,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  war,  is  miich  to  be  regretted  and  highly 
deprecated ;  but  when  it  does  happen,  it  is  to  be  con- 
aiaered,  between  the  Government  and  its  citiMn%  as 
one  of  the  calamities  of  war.  It  may  be  presumed, 
that  the  drcumstance  of  the  boats,  wagon,  and  carts 
being  impressed  by  the  Government  to  pezfonn  services 
iraluable  to  it,  may  create  some  equitable  considerations 
in  fovorof  the  petitioners.  It  is,  however,  believed  by 
tiie  committee,  not  to  be  suffident  to  authorize  them 
to  allow  the  daim ;  they,  therefwe,  recommend  to  the 
House  the  following  resolution : 

JUioived,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  for  the  reason 
that  be  thought  the  principles  of  the  report  ques- 
tionable, ana  involvmg  a  case  of  great  hardship 
against  the  petitioners,  moved  that  the  report 
should  lie  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  also  supported  by  Mr.  Coop- 
BB,  of  Delaware,  who  desired  further  time  to  re- 
flect on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Albzandbr,  of  Ohio^  and  Mr.  Yanobt,  of 
North  Carolina^  opposed  this  motion,  and  further 
explained  the  circumstances  of  this  ca6e,  which, 


though  a  ease  of  hardship,  was  one  in  which  the 
Congress  were  under  no  obligation,  legal  or  equi- 
table, to  indemnify  the  petitioners. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table  was 
negatived;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon  having 
t>een  required  by  Mr.  Hansom,  of  Mafyiand,  the 
question  on  the  adoption  of  the  report  was  deci- 
ded in  the  affirmative.  For  the  report  80,  against 
it  43,  as  follows: 

Tx  AS — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andenon,  Avoy^ 
Bard,  Baroett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Bvown,  Bv* 
well,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Cilley,  Clsjk,  Con- 
stock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigfatoii,  Ciwu^ 
Cuthbert,  Davenport,  Davk  of  Pennsylvania,  Bcas- 
yeOes,  Desha,  Eaiie,  Findley,Fisk  of  New  Tovk.  Ten- 
ney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  CMdes^  Gfaolmi, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Giiffin,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hop- 
kins of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hum^ieys,  Inrfaig,  Ken- 
nedy, Kent  of  Maryland,  Keir,  Keiahaw,  KifiMHinw 
Lelnrts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  M aoon,  McKee,  McKim,  Mc- 
Lean, Moore,  Nelson,  Parker,  Piper,  Baa  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  BobertMe, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Peiuisylvaais, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehili,  Ttihir, 
Udree,  Voae,  Williams,  Wilson  of  PeBmryivanio, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  fiayly  of  Virginia,  Bigdow,  Brig- 
ham,  Butler,  Caperton,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Dana,  Davis  of 
Massachusetts,  Duvall,  Ely,  Farrow,  Fiak  of  Vermont, 
Hale,  Hanson,  Hawkins,  Hungerford,  IngetaoU,  John- 
son of  Virginis,  Kent  of  New  Yoris,  King  of  Maanchu- 
setts,Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Moaelejr,  Pesmn, 
Pickering,  Pottw,  Ruggles,  ShefE^,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tioup, 
Ward  of  Massachusetls,  Wheaton,  Wiloox,  and  Win- 
ter. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  agaia  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  question  depending  on  yesterday's adjoorn- 
ment  was,  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Oaklet,  of  New 
York,  to  strike  out  the  18th  fundamenul  rale  for 
the  government  of  the  bank,  which  is  in  the  fol* 
lowing  words : 

18.  [During  the  continuance  of  the  present  war  be- 
tween the  United  SUtes  and  Great  Britain,  all  the 
votes  of  the  said  corporation,  whether  payable  at  the 
seat  of  the  bank  in  Philadelphia,  or  elsewhere,  ahafl 
be  payable  in  other  notes  of  the  said  corporation,  in 
Treasury  notes,  or  in  gold  and  siher  coin,  at  the  bank 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  option  of  the  appli* 
cant  At  all  the  offices  of  dinount,  deposite  and  d»> 
tribution,  and  of  deposits  and  distribution  only,  estalH 
lished  as  aforesaid,  and  at  all  the  banks  employed  in 
lieu  of  such  offices  as  aforesaid,  the  notes  oftbe  said 
corporation,  during  the  continuance  of  the  said  war, 
shall  be  payable  in  other  notes  of  the  said  corporation, 
or  in  Treasuiy  notes  only.  AndJ  the  said  corporation 
shaD,  at  all  times,  distribute  among  the  offices  and 
banks  aforesaid,  a  sufficient  sum  in  the  Tarious  d«- 
nomiaktions  of  the  notes  of  the  said  coiporatton,  and 
in  Treasury  notes,  to  answer  the  demand  therefor,  sad 
to  esUbUsh  a  sufficient  dreulating  medium  thioe^ont 
the  United  States  and  the  Territories  thereof. 

On  the  suffgestiott  of  Mr.  Lowndks,  Mr.  Oak- 
lit  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  strike  oat  that 
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part  only  of  clie  rule  which  is  io  braek«is ;  and, 
after  toise  remarki  in  opposiiion  from  Mr.  Fibk, 
the  motion  was  agreed  to^-«yss  82. 

Mr.  LowMDBS  then  mored  to  ameod  the  re- 
mainder of  this  role,  by  adding  aAer  the  words 
"  Treasury  notes,"  the  words  *^  which  it  may  re- 
ceiTe  upon  deposits  of  the  Govemmeni."  Agreed 
to. 

The  19th  rale  having  been  read,  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

19.  The  officer  at  the  hesd  of  the  Tressniy  Depart- 
ment of  the  United  States  shall  be  Airnished  from  time 
to  time,  as  often  as  he  msy  require,  not  exceeding  once 
a  week,  with  statements  of  the  amonat  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  said  corporation,  and  of  the  debts  due  to 
the  same  ;  of  the  moneys  deposited  therein ;  of  the 
notes  in  circulation,  and  of  the  cash  in  hand ;  and 
shall  have  a  right  to  inspect  such  general  accounts  in 
the  books  of  the  bank  as  shall  relate  to  the  said  state- 
ment :  Provided,  That  this  ahall  not  be  construed  to 
imply  a  right  of  inspecting  the  account  of  any  private 
inoi vidua!  or  individuals  with  the  bank. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  moved  to  strike  oat  this  rule.  If 
the  Government  had  no  interest  in  or  control  over 
the  institation,  he  saw  no  reason  or  propriety  in 
the  United  Sutes  having  a  right  to  inspect  the 
proceedings  or  state  of  the  baok. 

To  this  Mr.  Calboun  replied,  that  there  was 
an  obvioQ:!  propriety  in  the  United  States  having 
the  right  to  iuspect  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  to  as- 
certain whether  its  deposites,  dbc.  would  be  safe 
in  its  hands. 

The  motion  to  strike  oat  the  rale  was  neaati  ved. 
The  10th  section,  making  the  notes  of  the  bank 
receivable  in  all  payments  of  the  United  States, 
having  been  read^- 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  moved  to 
strike  it  from  the  bill ;  assijraiDg,  as  a  reason  for 
this  motion,  that  as  the  United  States  were  now, 
by  the  amendments  which  had  taken  place,  di- 
vested of  all  control  over  the  operations  of  the 
bank,  it  would  be  proper,  in  self-defence,  for  the 
Government  to  retain  in  its  hands  the  power  to 
make  the  notes  of  the  bank  receivable  or  not,  to 
protect  it  against  misconduct  or  attempt  at  con- 
trol by  the  bank. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoom,  the  section  author- 
izing the  suspension,  on  proclamation  of  the  Pres- 
ident, of  specie  paymeat,  in  certain  cases  and  for 
certain  periods,  was  stricken  out  without  debate 
or  division. 

The  13th  section  of  the  bill,  which  pledges  the 
faith  of  Congress,  not  to  establish  any  other  bank 
during  the  continuance  of  thecharter — beios  read, 
Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  moved  an  amendment, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  except,  from  this  pro- 
hibition, the  Banking  Associations  existing  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  not  at  present  incorpo- 
rated. 

Agreed  to ;  and  the  btlt  having  been  gone 
through,  the  Committee  recurred,  on  suegestion 
of  Mr.  Lowndes,  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  LoWNDEs'made  a  motion,  which  he  sup- 
ported, by  a  train  of  reasoning  predicated  on  the 
impracticability  and  unwieldioess  of  so  large  a 


moneyed  institntioo  as  this  bank  was  proposed  to* 
be,  to  reduce  the  capital  of  the  bank  from  fiAy  to 
thirty-five  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  Calhoun  opposed  the  motion  with  moeb 
zeal,  defending  the  proposed  amount  of  capital 
on  the  ground  of  the  proposed  appropriation  of 
fifteen  millions  of  the  Treasury  notes  for  the  por* 
chase  of  existing  stock,  d^. 

Mr.  CuTBBEBT  and  Mr.  Fobbttb  supported 
Mr.  Lowndes's  motion,  and  Mr.  Calhoun  re- 
plied to  them. 

The  motion  was^  in  the  end,  negatived  as  fol- 
lows :  Far  the  motion  56,  against  it  75. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  an  amendment 
was  adopted  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  chang- 
ing the  time  of  subscription  to  conform  it  to  the 
intimations  he  had  before  given. 

On  motion  of  the  delegate  from  Missouri,  the 
town  of  St.  Louis  was  inserted  as  one  of  those  at 
which  subscriptions  should  be  received,  and  J.  B* 
C.  Lucas,  Alexander  Stuart,  and  Bernard  Prait, 
named  as  Commissioners ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
FiSK,  of  Vermont,  Windsor  in  that  State  was 
also  inserted,  and  Elias  Lyman,  William  Lever* 
ing,  and  Eleazer  May  named  as  Commissioners. 

various  other  amendmenu  were  proposed  to 
the  bill,  some  of  which  were  adoptM  and  some 
rejected.  At  length  the  Committee  rose  and  re- 
ported the  bill  as  amended. 

The  bill  having  been  so  interleaved  and  inter- 
lined with  amendments  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  that  the  Clerk  himself  could  scarcely  ar- 
range them  or  the  Speaker  state  them  to  the 
House,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed  as  amended. 

Monday,  November  21.  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baston,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instraeted  to  inquire  what 
provisions,  by  law,  are  necessary  to  be  made  for 
the  defence  of  the  Western  and  Northwestern 
frontiers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Homphrbts, 

Retokftdf  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  exnedienej 
of  authorizing,  by  law,  the  payment  or  the  offi- 
cers lately  under  the  command  of  Major  Gknertl 
Andrew  Jackson,  and  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  for  transporting  their  baggage  from  Nat- 
chez to  Nashville,  io  the  year  1813;  and  also,  for 
the  transportation  of  their  baggage  from  the  said 
State  to  the  Mississippi  Territory,  on  the  late 
campaisn  against  the  Creek  Indians,  and  on  their 
return  from  said  Territory  to  the  Suie  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

TAX  ON  CARRIAGES. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  addi- 
tional revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
Government  and  maintaining  public  credit,  by 
laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of 
persons,  and  the  harness  thereof;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed.  .    .     i.  , 

Mr.  Eppes  also  communicated  the  following 
letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revcone : 
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Sib:  No  mbjact  of  intenial  taxation  has,  in  its  col- 
lection, been  attended  with  so  much  difficulty,  as  the 
4at]r  on  carriages,  either  under  the  oM  or  existing  sys- 
tem, between  which  there  is  a  close,  though  not  an  en- 
tire resemblance.  This  difficulty  may  be  intrinsic,  or 
may  proceed  from  the  incorrectness  of  the  principle  on 
which  the  duty  ii  laid.  After  making  a  fair  allowance 
for  the  first  circumstance,  I  am,  on  a  full  consideration 
of  the  Kubject,  satisfied  that  the  principle  of  the  exist- 
ing act  is  incorrect.  This  conviction  is  oorrobonted 
by  the  abundant  evidence  on  the  files  of  the  revenue 
office  that  the  duty  is  extremely  unequal.  This  is  in 
so  great  a  degree  the  case,  that  the  small  sum  of  two  dol- 
lars is  frequentlv  paid  on  carriages  of  greater  value 
than  those  which  pay  seven,  and  even  ten  dollars. 

This  inequality  proceeds  from  the  erroneous  princi- 
ple on  whidi  carriages  are  classed,  the  leading  feature 
of  which  is  the  kind  of  springs  on  which  they  hang, 
which  is  rarely  a  true  criterion  of  their  value. 

It  seems  to  be  universally  adhiitted  that  the  duty 
should  be  graduated  according  to  the  value  of  the 
earriage. 

I  leel  a  confidence  in  the  opinion  that  no  daasifica- 
tion,  founded  on  name  or  form,  can  equitably  equal- 
ixe  the  duty.  This  will  be  manifost  firom  considering 
the  ceaseless  activity  of  human  ingenuity  in  devising 
new  forms,  especially  where  the  caprice  of  Aahion 
rules,  perhaps,  more  imperiously  than  reason,  and  nov- 
elty and  ornament  are  more  esteemed  than  utility. 

The  only  remaining  resort  ist  a  classification  accord- 
ing to  the  value,  which,  I  think,  presents  the  fewest 
difficulties,  and  which,  besides  the  attainment  of  a  just 
equality,  will  be  attended  with  many  other  benefits.  I 
have,  accordingly,  taken  the  liberty  to  form  a  bill  on 
this  principle. 

If  the  proposed  bill  should  not  be  accepted  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  a  rsgard  to  the  pub- 
lic interests  calls  for  the  expression  of  the  ojnnion,  that 
it  will  be  indispensable  to  make  three  radical  amend- 
ments in  the  existing  act : 

FM.  To  lay  the  duty  on  all  carriages  not  exdu- 
sively  emploTed  in  hud>andry  or  the  transportation  of 
goods.  Under  the  present  equivocal  provision  some 
abuses  are  practised,  and  mudi  greater  are  expected, 
which  may,  perhaps,  prove  the  act  incapable  of  exe- 
cntion. 

Second*  To  increase  the  penalty  for  not  entering  a 
carriage. 

Third*  To  define  what  is  meant  by  " iron  tpnaga" 
a  substance  which,  according  to  the  opinions  of  seven- 
teen out  of  twenty-one  respectable  coachmakeis,  in 
different  parts  of  the  Unitea  States,  now  before  me, 
cannot  exist.    Agreeably  to  this  opinion,  as  it  oorre- 

Sonds  with  my  own,  it  will  become  my  duty,  unless 
e  existing  act  be  altered,  to  instruct  the  collectors  to 
receive  the  lowest  duty  for  the  various  dasses  of  car- 
riages, however  expensive  and  degant  in  their  struc- 
ture, which  hang  on  iron  jacks  or  bows,  or  any  other 
iron  substance.  I  am,  vrith  great  respect, 

S.  H.  SMITH. 

Hon.  SXCBBTABT  OF  TBB  TbXASVBT. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committfe  oo 
the  subject,  made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution 
directing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expedient^  of  rebuild- 


ing or  repairing  the  public  buHdings,  Ae^  report  thst, 
among  the  first  steps  deemed  necessary  in  diBcharge  of 
the  duties  assigned  them,  they  caused  Uie  Sapofintend- 
ent  of  the  City  to  lay  before  them  the  reports  of  several 
ardiitects  and  mechanics  of  reputed  sldll  and  diano- 
ter,  who  had,  at  his  request,  examined  the  nmuoM  of 
the  public  buildings,  all  of  whom  reported,  st  their 
opinion,  that  the  walls  generally  had  not  been  mate- 
rially damaged,  and  were  not  rendered  unsafe  eriasnf* 
fident  to  rebuild  on,  conformably  either  to  the  fonner 
plan,  or  to  some  variations  suggested,  or  such  as  may 
be  adopted  as  improvements  in  the  rebuilding. 

These  reports  were  accompanied  by  estimates  of 
various  amounts,  forming  an  average  of  9458»000. 
The  whole  first  cost  of  these  buildings  appeals  to  have 
ben  $1,816,1 10  10. 

With  the  view  of  better  understanding  the  grounds, 
and  probable  accuracy  of  the  reports  and  estimates,  the 
committee  attended  personally  at  the  Capitol,  and  ex- 
amined the  state  of  that  building,  where,  after  a  con- 
ference, and  making  such  inquiries  of  an  architect  on 
the  spot,  as  were  considered  proper,  they  were  induced 
to  believe  that  the  walls  of  both  wings  of  the  Capitol 
may  be  safely  buUt  on,  and  that  the  estimated  expense 
of  about  9ifi0,000  for  repairing  the  same,  wee  as  near^ 
ly  accurate,  and  as  much  to  be  relied  on,  as  ooold  be 
reasonably  expected,  or  as  ctrcumstances  cither  admit- 
ted or  required. 

With  the  foregoing  information,  the  oomauttce  pro- 
ceeded to  a  due  and  general  oonaiderBtiaa  of  the  snV 
ject-matter  referred  to  them,  and  readily  came  to  the 
decision,  that  it  was  expedient,  either  to  repair  the  late 
buildings,  or  to  build  otners  in  their  stead  on  different 
sites ;  but  as  it  appeared  that  the  latter  could  not  be 
effected  without  incurring  a  great  additiooBl  expense, 
so  much  greater,  as  the  committee  conceived,  than 
would  be  counterbalanced  by  any  "  public  interest  or 
oonvenience,"  to  be  derived  from  a  **  change  of  sites,'* 
they  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 
make  such  a  change.  Connected  with  this  part  of  the 
duty  prescribed  by  the  committee,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper that  they  ahould  state  to  the  House  the  repre- 
sentations of  sundiy  individuals,  who  allege,  and  o£br 
to  prove,  that  the  designation  of  the  oreeent  sites  by 
President  Wasbibotob,  who  posseseedfuii  power,bBV- 
ing  been  always  considered  by  him  as  part  of  the  per- 
manent plan  of  the  dty,  they  purdiased  at  very  ad- 
vanced prices,  and  improved  fots,  on  the  foith  of  those 
dedgnations  near  thoee  dtes,  the  supposed  permanency 
whereof  has  ever  since  sustained  the  value  of  all  adjacent 
and  contiguous  property;  but  that,  ifthooe  utes  were  now 
to  be  altered  without  some  equivalent  poUic  eetaMiA- 
ment  being  made  thereon,  they  afyrehended  thai  this 
property  would  become  comparatively  valuelees  during 
the  lifetime  ef  the  prseentholden  at  least  The  commit- 
tee, however,  desire  it  to  be  undentood  that  other  views 
and  considerations  having  induced  their  decision  on 
this  member  of  the  resdution,  under  whidi  their  in- 
quiries were  directed,  they  did  not  enter  into  the  die- 
cusnon  of,  or  give  any  opinion  of  the  force  or  valid- 
ity of  these  condderations. 

From  the  suggestions  of  the  architects  consulted,  and 
also  from  the  obeervations  of  the  mmmittee,  they  are 
of  opinion  that  parts  of  the  walls,  arches,  and  rolumw, 
of  the  late  buildings,  are  in  a  state  requiring  a  small 
expense  for  workmanship  and  materials,  to  preswve 
them  from  injury  by  the  weather,  and  from  feUing 
down,  thereby  endangering  the  vaulting  which  sup- 
ports some  of  the  floors,  and  which  at  preeent  it  very 
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BatUt  of  the  United  Siatee. 


H.  orR. 


little,  if  at  aU,  weakened  hj  the  buming ;  imt  ae  there 
im  no  money  applicable  to  the  payment  of  each  expense, 
inoonaideiable  as  it  may  be,  the  committee  beg  leave 
to  maggmt  the  propriety  of  an  appropriation  for  that 
object* 

The  committee  think  it  not  irrelative  to  the  object 
of  their  inqoirieo,  though  it  is  not  epcdfically  enjoined, 
to  state,  also,  that  the  several  banks  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,  desirous  of  fiidlitating  an  object  so  inter* 
eating  to  the  District,  have  made  a  formal  and  binding 
o£for,  in  writing,  to  advance  on  loan  to  the  Govern- 
ment, upon  reasonable  terms,  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  pur- 
pose of  rebuilding  or  repairing  the  President's  house, 
Capitol,  and  public  offices. 

Conformably  to  the  foregoing  statement,  the  com- 
mittee ask  leave  to  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  Lewis  then  reported  a  bill,  making  appro- 
priations for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public 
buildings  in  the  City  of  Washington.  [The  bill 
proposes  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  forthwith  rebuilt  or  repaired 
the  public  buildings,  on  tl^eir  present  sites;  and, 
for  this  purpose  exclusively,  to  borrow  such  sum 
as  may  oe  necessary  for  the  purpose,  from  the 
banks  or  individuals  within  the  District.]  Twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Stanford  offered,  for  coDsideration,  the 
following  resolution : 

Reeohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  join 
such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  to  inquire  and  report  whether  the  present 
Chambeis  of  the  two  Housea  can  he  so  altered,  or 
otherwise  improved,  as  to  be  rendered  more  convenient 
for  their  deliberations,  or  better  rooms  provided  during 
the  present  session,  within  a  convenient  distance  of  the 
public  offices. 

Mr.  Lkwis  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  resolve, 
after  the  word  '^  deliberations.'' — Negatived,  72 
to  4a 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to  lay 
the  resolve  on  the  table. — ^Negatived. 

Mr.  Lewis  then  moved  to  add,  at  the  end  of  the 
resolve,  the  words  **  within  the  City  of  Wash* 
infftoD." 

Mr.  Grosvenoh  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  adding,  after  those  words,  ^  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia."— Agreed  to,  67  to  49. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, as  amended,  and  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  original  motion 
of  Mr.  Stanford,  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Law- 
IS,  Pearson  of  North  Carolina,  Farrow  of  South 
Carolina ;  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Stanford 
and  GaosvENOR. 

Mr.  Farrow  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  indefinitely,  which 
motion  was  uegatived. — For  the  postponement 
60,  against  it  66. 

Auersome  appropriate  objections  by  Mr.  Qhol- 
SON,  of  Virginia,  the  qutttion  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolve  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  fol- 
lows:— For  the  resolve  62,  against  it  60. 

And  Messrs.  Stanford,  Qrosvbnor,  Robert- 
BON,  Lewis,  and  PbarsoNj  were  appointed  the 
committee  oo  the  part  of  this  House. 


BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Hpuse  took  up  the  amendments,  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  the  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America. 

The  amendments  to  the  first  section  having 
been  taken  upland  the  question  being  about  to  t^ 
put  generally ;  on  motion,  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the 
question  was  divided,  and  first  put  on  agreeing  to 
such  amendments  as  add  places  of  subscription 
and  names  of  Commissioners ;  and,  with  modi- 
fications, that  class  of  amendments  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendments,  which  go  to  change  the  times 
and  mode  of  subscription,  viz:  to  make  the  num- 
ber of  shares  ^ve  hundred  thousand,  at  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  instead  of  one  hundred  thousand,  at 
five  hundred  dollars ;  to  be  subscribed  and  paid 
in  on  the  two  last  days  of  January  next,  and  the 
three  last  days  of  each  succeeding  month  of  the 
year  1815. 

On  this  question,  Mr.  Forsttb,  of  Georgia, 
said  he  had  no  idea  of  renewing,  at  this  time,  the 
debate  on  this  subject,  having  already  expressed 
his  sentiments  on  this  project.  He  wished  it  at 
the  same  time  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  he 
was  not  prevented  from  doinff  so  by  any  signs  of 
impatience  exhibited  in  the  House;  because  he 
should  never  be  deterred  from  doing  his  duty  by 
any  emotion  which  might  be  thereby  excitea. 
But  he  thought  it  fair,  for  the  gentlemen  who  ad* 
vocated  the  amendments  made  by  the  committee 
to  this  bill,  to  make  it  as  perfect  as  they  could ; 
aud  reserved  the  right,  when  the  bill  should  be 
perfected,  to  make  sucn  remarks  as  the  subject 
should  appear  to  him  to  call  for.  As,  however^ 
the  House  had  not  expressed  their  sense  directly, 
on  the  subject  of  the  change  of  the  principles  of 
the  bill,  he  should  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  first  ouestion  which  shoald  involve  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  main  amendment. 

The  amendments  to  the  first  section  were  then 
all  agreed  to ;  and  the  section  was  further  amend* 
ed,  on  suggestion  of  various  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Brioham  moved  to  strike  out  J^t  snd  to 
insert  tweniy-fhe  millions,  as  the  capital  of  the 
bank.  In  support  of  this  motion,  he  observed, 
that  the  professed  objects  of  the  bill  were,  to  re- 
store public  credit,  and  establish  a  sufficient  circa- 
latiog  medium.  To  effect  these  important  objects, 
it  is  Intended  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  forty -four 
millions  of  dollars  in  Treasury  notes,  and  in  such 
small  denominations  as  shall  be  accommodated  to 
the  ordinary  transactions  of  life.  The  whole  of 
the  Treasury  notes  are  to  be  put  into  circulation 
in  the  coarse  of  the  year,  and  become  the.  circu- 
lating medium  of  the  country.  If  it  were  possi- 
ble to  throw  these  notes  into  circulation  in  the 
term  of  twelve  months,  it  would  deluge  the  coun- 
try with  paper  money,  under  the  name  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  and  they  would  depreciate  in  proportion 
to  the  quantity  you  throw  into  the  inarket.  It  is 
noW4>retty  well  ascertained,  that  this  description 
of  notes,  now  in  circulation,  have  depreciated  30 
per  cent. ;  and  if  you  obtain  eighty  cents  only  for 
the  dollar,  the  Government  in  the  first  ouuet  willi 
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on  the  forty-four  miUiona  of  dollars,  make  a  sac- 
rifice of  eigbc  millions  ei^ht  handred  thousaod. 
This  will  not  restore  pablic  Credit,  nor  secure  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  the  wisdom  or  ability 
of  the  Gtovernment,  nor  will  it  raise  the  price  of 
public  stock. 

The  whole  capital  stock  of  the  bank  is  to  con* 
sist  of  six  millions  of  dollars  ia  specie,  and  fortj- 
foor  millions  in  Treasury  notes ;  making,  in  the 
whole,  a  capital  stock  of  fifty  millioas  of  dollars. 
The  fortv-four  millions  in  these  ^per  notes  will 
not  be  toe  representatiFe  of  specie  or  of  wealth, 
but  the  representative  of  national  poveriv— of  an 
enormous  debt ;  and  will  be  evidence,  in  the  hands 
of  every  individual  who  shall  hold  them,  of  a  pub- 
lic debt,  which  he  or  thev  must  be  taxed  to  pay. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  did  not  believe  there  could 
be  found  six  millions  of  dollars  in  specie  within 
the  limits  of  these  United  States,  that  would  asso- 
ciate and  keep  company  with  forty-four  millions 
of  Treasury  notes.  And  it  was  jnot  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  the  capitalists  of  the  country  would, 
for  the  privilege  or  operating  on  six  millions  of 
specie,  on  banking  priocipleis  lotn  to  the  Govern- 
ment forty-four  millions.  Yet,  this  is  the  condi- 
tion upon  which  the  bank  is  to  fo  into  operation ; 
for,  the  bank  will  not  be  authorized  to  operate  on 
the  six  millions  until  they  shall  have  purchased 
the  forty-four  millions  of  dollars  ia  Treasury 
notes ;  and  without  this  purchase  the  prime  oo- 
ject  of  the  bill  will  be  defeated,  and  the  exigen* 
ciesof  the  Government  in  no  part  provided  for  or 
satisfied. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  B ,  if  the  capital  stock  of  the  bank 
is  reduced  from  fifty  to  twenty-five  millions  of 
dollars,  it  may  be  within  the  purchase  of  the  cap- 
italists of  the  country,  and  possibly  may,  at  some 
future  period,  be  within  the  power  and  ability  of 
the  Government  to  redeem ;  but,  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country  will  not  justify  the 
establishment  of  a  bank  of  fifty  millions.  If  it  is 
designed  that  the  bank  shall  issue  their  paper  upon 
that  part  of  the  capital  stock  which  consists  of 
Treasury  notes,  then,  according  to  the  ordinary 

Erinciples  of  banking,  the  bank  may  issue  one 
undred  millions  of  dollars  in  their  bills,  and  every 
man  knows  that  the  bank  will  not,  cannot,  redeem 
this  enormous  sum  of  paper  with  six  millions  of 
specie  only.  Of  course,  the  bank  notes  or  bills 
issued  under  such  circuoutanees,  and  in  such  pro- 
fusion, will  be  of  no  more  value  than  paper  mon- 
ey, and  must  ruin  thousands  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens, unless  you  make  a  tender  law,  and  that  will 
increase  the  mischiefs  and  distress  the  nation. 

In  the  days  of  our  national  prosperity,  it  was 
supposed  that  the  whole  amount  of  specie  within 
these  United  States  exceeded  thirty  millions  of 
dollars;  and  then  there  was  no  complaint  for 
want  of  a  sufficient  circulating  medium,  nor  was 
there  complaint  for  want  of  specie  capital  in  the 
United  Sutes'  Bank,  lately  put  down,  whose  cap- 
ital stock  consuted  only  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars. But,  now,  in  these  times  of  public  embarrass- 
ment, when  there  is  not  more  than  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  specie  within  the  limits  of  these 
United  States,  you  propose  to  estaUish  a  bank, 


whose  capital  stock  shall  eonsiai  of  filly  miHwiaa 
of  dollars ! 

To  pass  this  bill,  and  authorize  the  eireuiatioa 
of  forty-four  millions  of  paper  dollara,  in  addition 
to  the  present  circulating  medium  of  the  coBouy, 
will  surfeit  the  nation  with  paper,  and  wiif  grmt/jr 
impair,  if  not  wholly  destroy,  the  public  crraiL 

It  is  proposed  that  fifteen  millions  of  the  forty- 
four  of  these  Treasury  notes  shall  be  placed  la 
the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Siokine 
Fund,  to  enable  them  to  pay  the  same  amount  of 
the  public  debt.  Whoever  supposes  that  tliis  pro- 
vision will  enable  the  GUtvernment,  through  the 
medium  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  to  diminish  the  public  debt,  will  be  greatly 
deceived ;  for,  if  the  fifteen  millions  of  Treasury 
notes  are  sold  in  the  nurket,  as  they  hare  been — 
that  is,  at  the  rate  of  20  per  cent,  discount — there 
will  be  a  sacrifice  of  three  millions  of  dollars.  So, 
by  this  provision,  instead  of  diminishing,  you  will 
increase  the  public  debt;  and,  to  make  the  best 
of  this  process,  you  will  only  change  the  name  or 
plan,  and  keep  the  debt. 

Mr.  B. said,  he  did  not  believe  that  the  bill,  with 
its  present  provisions,  was  calculated  to  relieve 
the  Government  of  its  present  embarrassments,  or 
to  promote  the  public  interest  or  convenience, 
did  he  think  this  system  to  be  practicaUe;  and 
he  hoped  that  the  motion  would  prevail,  and  that 
the  capital  stock  would  be  reduced. 

Mr.  Calhoun  renlied  to  the  argonaent  of  Mr. 
BaiGHAM,  and  ex  plained  the  process  by  which 
the  Treasury  notes,  which  appeared  to  alarm  the 
gentleman  so  much,  would  be  absorbed. 

Mr.  LowNOBB,  of  South  Carolina,  explained,  at 
some  length  and  with  much  clearness,  the  ob- 
jections he  entertained  to  the  present  magnitude 
of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  founded  on  the  dispro- 
portion of  the  paper  to  the  specie  to  be  suhserioed, 
and  the  impracticability  of  the  circulation  and 
absorption  of  so  much  paper.  He  concluded  his 
observations  by  intimating,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  would  withdraw  his  motion, 
he  (Mr.  L.)  would  substitute  ^  thirty^'  instead  of 
*Uwenty-five"  as  the  amount  to  which  he  desired 
the  capital  of  the  bank  to  be  reduced. 

Mr.  BaiGBAM  declined  to  vary  his  motion;  bat 
subsequently  waived  it  until  the  House  should 
have  acted  on  all  the  amendments  proposed. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  amendments 
to  the  second  section,  which  embrace  the  princi- 
ple of  Mr.  Calhoun's  amendment,  and  which 
put  the  second  section  in  the  following  shape: 

8xc.  2.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted.  That  it  shsJl  be 
lawful  for  any  person,  oopertaership,  or  bodv  ptditie, 
to  subscribe  for  so  many  shares  of  the  said  capital 
stodi  of  ^e  said  bank,  as  he,  she,  or  they,  shall  think 
fit;  and  the  sums  respectivsly  subscribed  shall  be  pay- 
able in  the  manner  following,  that  is  to  say:  Jtf  nul- 
Hone  of  doHate  in  gold  or  stiver  oein  of  the  Unitsd 
Ststss;  or  fai  gold  coin  of  Spain,  or  the  doauaioas «f 
Spain,  at  the  rats  of  one  hnndrsd  csnts  fiir  eifrnj 
twenty-eight  grsins  snd  stxty-hnndredths  of  a  grais  sf 
ths  actual  wsight  thsieeC  or  is  other  feietgn  fsU  or 
silver  coin,  at  ths  ssversi  ratss  presoKibed  by  the  fiiat 
Bsction  of  sn  act  regalatiag  the  cnrxeney  of  fixsign 
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eoiM  in  the  United  Statei^  immm^  tenth  Amy  of  April, 
OBO  tiloneuid  eight  huDdrad  end  lix ;  end  firiy^fmr 
mWiinu  of  dolleie  thereof  in  tneh  gold  or  fdver 
eoin  ee  eforaHLidy  or  in  Treafvry  netee  now  enthoriiedy 
or  to  be  eathorised,  to  be  iisned  in  the  yeer  one  thon- 
■end  eight  handled  end  fifteen. 

Mr.  PoRSTTB  moved  to  amend  this  section  by 
adding  the  following  clatt<«e  to  the  end  thereof— 
which  motion  would  restore  the  principle  em- 
braced by  the  bill  as  first  reported,  viz: 

«<  Or  in  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  con- 
tracted by  Tirtne  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *An 
act  anthorizing  a  lotn  fiyr  e  sum  not  exceeding  eleven 
millions  of  dollars,'  passed  the  14th  day  of  March, 
1812,  or  contracted  by  virtue  of  any  subsequent  act  or 
acta  of  Congress  authorizing  a  loan  or  loans.** 

This  question  was  decided,  without  debate,  by 
yeas  and  nays.  For  the  motion  45,  against  it  94, 
as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Anderson,  Bines,  Brigham,  Brown, 
Champion,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Dana,  Davis 
of  Pennsylvania,  DenoyeUea,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Franklm, 
Ghoieon,  Griflin,  Oroevenor,  Hall,  Hawkins,  Hopkins 
of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Lewie, 
Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKinit  Nelson,  Newton,  Par- 
ker, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Sage,  ftnith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tellair,  Udroe,  Williams, 
and  ^Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Avery,  Barbour, 
Bard,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia, 
Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradley,  Burwell,  Butler,  Canerton, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Cilley,  Clark,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuth- 
bert,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Desha,  Du- 
▼all,  Sarte,  Ely,  Evans,  Forney,  Gaston,  Glasgow, 
Goodvryn,  Gourdin,  Hale,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Holbert,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,   Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Keiahaw,  Kilbonm,  King  of  Massachu- 
setts, King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lovett,  Lowndes, 
Markell,  McKee,  McLean,  Moore,  Moeeley,  Oakley, 
Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
Tenia,  Rich,  Robertson,  Rnggles,  l^arp,  Bhefley,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Stttiges,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wil- 
cox, Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Yancey. 
So  the  motion  was  negatived. 
A  motion  of  Mr.  Gaston  was  more  saccessful, 
being  agreed  to,  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
the  words  in  italic,  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert,  in 
the  first  place,  the  words  '*on  each  share  twelve 
dollars,"  and   in   the  second    place  the  worda 
"eiffhty-eight"  — so  that  subscriptions  shall  be 
paid  in  the  proportion  of  twelve  dollars  in  specie 
and  eighty-eight  in  Treasury  notes,  on  each  share 
of  $100. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  oat, 
in  the  latter  part  of  this  section,  the  words  ^in 
sach  gold  or  silver  coin  as  aforesaid,  or'^— his 
object  being  to  require  Treasury  notes,  onlr,  to 
be  received  in  payment  of  the  eighty^eight  dollars 
on  each  share  allowed  to  be  paid  in  that  way. 
The  motion  was  negatived,  75  to  58. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  then  mored  to 
add  after  the  words  ^now  authorized,"  in  the  lat- 


ter clanee  o(  the  above  section,  the  words  ''  to  be 
issued,"  hia  object  being  to  allow  to  be  received 
in  payment  on  the  bank  shares  as  w«ll  those 
Treasury  notes  now  in  circulation,  or  already 
authorized  to  be  pot  in  circulation,  as  those  here* 
after  to  be  authorized,  dbc.  The  motion  was 
nefratived,  yeas  26. 

The  question  on  the  amended  section  having 
been  divided,  was,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Kil* 
BOURN,  of  Ohio,  first  taken  on  striking  out  so 
much  of  the  original  second  section  of  the  bill  aa 
limits  the  subscription  of  any  individual  or  body 
politic  (the  United  States  excepted)  to  1,000 
shares. 

This  part  of  the  amended  section  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  question  recurred  on  the  main 
principle  of  the  section  as  amended. 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  York,  requested  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  concurrence 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendment.  He  believed  the  plan  embraced 
in  the  amendments  to  be  fanciful  and  wholly  Im^ 
practicable,  and  such  as  would,  in  its  failure, 
prove  more  ruinous  in  its  consequences  to  the 
community  than  could  be  well  anticipated.  He, 
therefore,  desired  to  record  his  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  opposed  the  amendment 
and  conjured  gentlemen  on  the  same  side  with 
himself  to  oppeee  this  amendment,  embracing  a 
system  which,  he  said,  he  was  eonfident  would 
disappoint  the  hopes  of  its  projectors,  and  proa* 
trate  the  partjr  now  in  power.  If  the  Houie 
should  determine  to  exclude  the  holders  of  the 
stock  of  the  United  Stales  from  any  participation 
in  the  subscription,  and  should  permit  the  bank 
to  go  into  operation,  as  was  proposed,  whenever 
$13,200,000  should  be  subscribed,  it  would  fall 
wholly  into  the  hands  of  the  opponenu  of  the 
present  Administration,  who  would  never  lend 
the  United  States  a  cent  of  the  capiul  of  the 
bank,  but  employ  it  as  far  as  possible  in  opposing 
the  measures  oif  the  Qovernment.  The  retj 
moment  the  subscription  is  opened,  Mr.  F.  said, 
it  would  be  filled  by  thoee  who  have  modestly 
told  you  that  they  alone  are  competent  to  carry 
on  the  operations  ot'  the  Oovernment,  and  its  in« 
floence  be  employed  against  the  measures  of  the 
GK>vernmenr.  Rather  than  follow  such  an  ignu 
faiuM  as  this,  Mr.  F.  said,  he  would  take  his  hat, 
make  his  bow,  and  retire  from  the  House  at  once. 
The  bill  did  not  contain  a  single  provision  to 
oblige  a  man  to  pajr  in  his  subscription  in  Treas- 
ury notes.  The  bill,  he  said,  as  proposed  to  be 
amended,  would  completely  disappoint  its  pro- 
jectors* In  the  first  place  it  would  shut  out  our 
friends,  ail  the  subsoribers  to  the  old  stock  who 
have  exhausted  tbeir  funds,  and  in  the  next  plaee 
the  only  siibaaribera  to  the  hank  would  he  those 
who  wisb  us,  as  they  say,  to  retire  as  soon  as 
possible,  ttttd  who  have  not  aided  us  very  much 
in  the  proeecntion  of  the  war.  They  are  under 
no  obligation  by  this  bill  to  loan  raonejr  to  the 
Government— and  they  would  not  do  it  until 
better  times  and  better  men  being  in  the  Qot* 
ernment  (aceordinff  to  their  modest  opinion  of 
themselves)  should  authorize  them  in  doing  it. 
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Mr.  F.  said  he  was  for  taking  a  practical  coarse 
in  whatever  he  did,  and,  therefore,  he  would 
never  agree  to  such  a  system  at  this. 

Mr.  Calbouh  said,  in  reply  to  these  remarks, 
that  it  was  a  sound  rule  in  legislation,  not  to  act 
with  a  view  to  benefit  one  or  another  party,  but 
with  a  view  to  promote  the  national  good.  If  a 
bank  was  to  be  erected  to  prop  up  this  or  that 
party,  Mr.  C.  ^aid,  it  should  not  reeeive  his  sanc- 
tion. In  moving  the  amendment,  he  said,  he  had 
not  been  governed  by  views  of  so  limited  a  char- 
acter, lie  had  regarded  the  nation  as  a  nation, 
and  not  as  divided  into  two  political  parties. 
The  subscription  was  equally  open  to  both  par- 
ties ;  and  although  the  moneyed  class  attached  to 
the  ruling  party  might  be  exhausted,  the  farming 
interest  was  not  in  so  miserable  a  situation.  Mr. 
C.  was  not  willing  to  recognise  the  correctness  of 
the  picture  which  the  gentleman  had  drawn  of 
the  great  Republican  party,  as  exhausted  and 
moneyless.  Although  there  was  great  capital 
on  one  side,  so  there  was  on  the  other;  and  it  is 
our  boast  that  tbe  yeomanry,  the  substantial  part 
of  the  population,  are  on  that  side  of  the  question 
to  which  we  belong.  The  very  ameodmeou  pro- 
posed, and  now  objected  to,  present  the  opportu- 
nity to  every  capitalist,  however  inconsiderable, 
to  share  in  the  capital  of  the  bank,  4m:.,  and  to 
disseminate  its  benefits  all  over  the  country,  ^. 
As  to  the  control  over  the  bank,  Mr.  C.  contended 
that  the  amendments,  retaining  the  power  over 
deposites  and  of  making  the  bills  receivable  for 
the  revenue  or  otherwise,  gave  the  Gk>veroment 
a  greater  control  than  it  before  possessed  over 
the  operations  of  the  bank,  &c.  jLegislation  on 
party  principles,  he  said,  must  ever  react  on  the 
party  pursuing  it.  He  would,  therefore,  not  re- 
sort to  it.  No,  said  he;  rather  let  us  act  on  na- 
tional, on  great  principles. 

Mr.  FuK  rejoined,  and  defended  with  his  usual 
point  the  ground  he  had  taken. 

Mr.  Inqham,  of  Pennsylvania,  took  occasion, 
in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
to  disclaim  the  operation  of  any  party  feelings 
in  recommending  to  the  House  the  system  advo- 
cated by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont — from 
whom,  although  he  agreed  with  him  in  opposi- 
tiott  to  the  present  amendment,  he  differed  as  to 
the  grounds  of  his  opposition. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  agreeing  to  the  2d  section  as  amended,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative.  For  the  amendment, 
87,  against  it  52,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Bamett,  Bay- 
lies of  Maaaachusetts,  Baylv  of  Virginia,  Bigelow, 
Bines,  Bowen,  Bradbary,  Bradley,  Borwell,  Butler, 
Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell, 
Cliurk,  Cox,  Crawford,  Cieighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper, 
Cnthbert,  Davenport,  Davia  of  Maaaachnsetta,  Daaha, 
Duvall,  Earle,  £ly,  Forney,  Gaston,  Geddea,  Good- 
wyn,  Gourdin,  Hale,  Harftib  Haabronek,  Hawea,  Hol- 
bert,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnaon 
of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  Maaaachnsetta,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  McKee, 
McLean,  Moore,  Oakley,  Ormsbyi  Pearson,  Pickering, 


Pitkin,  Pleaaanta,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Robertaon,  Roggles,  dhaqi, 
Bheffay ,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stock- 
ton, Starges,  Tallmadge,  Thompacmy  Voee,  Ward  of 
Maaaachnsetta,  Webater,  Wheaton,  White,  Wileox, 
Wilton  of  Maaaachnsetta,  and  Yancey. 

NAxa— Meaara.  Anderaon,  Brigham,  Brown,  Cham- 
pion, Comatock,  Condict,  Conard,  Dana,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Denoyellea,  Eppea,  Farrow,  Findtcy, 
Fiak  of  Vermont,  Forsyth,  Frankliut  Gholaon,  Griffin, 
Groavenor,  HaU,  Hanson,  Hawkina,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Johnaon  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Lefierta,  Lewis,  Lyle,  Macon, 
McCoy,  McKim,  Moaeley,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pa^ar, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Rhea  of  Tennesaee,  Roane,  Sage, 
Smith  of  Pennaylvania,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taytor, 
Telfair,  Udree,  Williama,  and  Wilson  of  Pennaj^ 
vania. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


TucsoAT,  November  22. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATED 

The  House  resumed  the  eonaideration  of  the 
remainder  of  the  amendments  of  the  Consmitiee 
of  the  Whole  to  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

That  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  strike  out  the  third  section  of  the  origi- 
nal bill  (authorizing  ihe  Government  to  subscribe 
twenty  millions  to  the  capital  of  the  bank)  was 
concurred  in. 

The  amendment  being  under  consideration 
which  strikes,  out  so  much  of  the  original  bill  as 
allows  to  the  Government  the  appointment  of 
five  directors  of  the  bank — 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messr8.RoB- 
BRTsoN,  Gbolbon,  and  Wbioht,  and  aopported 
by  Messrs.  Calboun,  Grosvemor,  and  Lbwis. 

[The  advocates  of  this  amendment  contended 
that  the  power  of  appointment  of  ^rt  of  the 
directors  of  the  bank  would  be  nereljr  nominal 
as  to  any  control  over  the  operations  of  tbe  insti* 
tution,  which  control  would  be  much  better 
efiected  by  the  power  of  the  {government  to 
withhold  its  deposites,  dtc.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  was  said  thai  a  large  majority  of  the  directors 
would  probably  be,  in  future,  as  they  have  been 
heretofore,  adverse  to  the  politics  of  the  Gkivern- 
ment,  and,  unless  properly  guarded,  would  be 
disposed  to  thwart  its  operations,  and  favor  the 
views  of  its  opponents,  ^c] 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  in  this  amendment  to  the  bill, 
was  decided— for  the  amendment  86,  against  it 
64,  as  follows ; 

Ybas— Meaars.  AlatoUy  Bayliea  of  MaaaachnacUs, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  BIgelow,  Bradbury,  Bradlej,  Brig- 
ham,  Bnrweli,  Butler,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhonn, 
ChuBoion,  Chappell,  CiUey,  Clark,  Comer,  Cox, 
Crawford,  Craighton,  Cronch,  Colpeper,  Davenport, 
Davia  of  Maaaachnaetta,  Duvall,  Earle,  Ely,  Bvaas, 
Findley,  Forney,  Gaston,  Geddea,  Glaagow,  Groave- 
nor, Hale,  Hanaon,  Haabronek,  Huibert,  IngarsoU, 
Irwin,  Jackaon  of  Rhode  laland,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kent  of  Afaiyland,  Kerr,  Kerahaw,  King  of  Maasachn- 
aetta,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewia,  Lovett, 
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LowndflP,  Mutell,  McK«e,  McKim,  MID«r,  MomIvt. 
Oakler,  Orotbj,  Pickering,  PUkiD,  PotUr,  JobD  Sead, 
RJeb,  Kiifglst,  Sajbert,  Bhefliy,  Sherwood,  Shiphard, 
Elkiniwr,  Smith  of  New  Vork,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
StanJbrd,  Stock  too, 8tDrBeB,TtlImadge,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
■011,  VoM,  Ward  of  HaHachnaetti,  W^tdof  New  Jer- 
■ay,  Wabater,  Wheaton,  White,  Wlleoi,  Wilaon  of 
Maaaachnaatta,  and  Winter. 

Niia — Heam.  Alaiander,  Andanon,  Barbonr, 
Bard,  Bamal^  Binea,  Bowen,  Brown,  Cannoa,  Clop- 
tan,  ComBt4M±,  Conard,  Cnthbert,  Dana,  Davi*  of 
PennajlTania,  Denojeltea,  Deiha,  Farrow,  Fiak  of 
VmnDont,Fiak  of  New  York,  Fornth.  Franklin,  Qbol- 
•on,  Goodwyn,  Gonrdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harria.Hawea, 
Hopkina  of  Kentnckj,  Hubbard,  HamphreTa,  Hnn- 
g«rford,  IngbaiD,  Jobnaon  of  Va.,  Kennedr,  Kilbaam. 
Lafierta,  Lyia,  Macon,  McCoj,  If cLean,  Moore,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Parker,  Kckena,  Plaaaanta,  Rea  of  Perm- 
■ylTamia,  Rfaea  ofTenneaaM,  Roane,  Robertaon,  Sage, 
SaTier,  Bbarp,  Smith  of  PennajlianJa,  Strong,  Tan- 
nehUl,  Tet&ir,  Udree,  Willianu,  WBaon  of  Fennajl- 
vania,  Wright,  and  Tancey, 

The  House  proceeded  in  ibe  furlher  eontidef' 
aiion  of  tbe  araeadmenu  to  the  bill. 

When  the  House  came  lo  that  amendmeol  to 
the  lOib  rule  for  the  forernment  of  tbe  bank, 
which  ii  eipresaed  in  the  following  worda :  ^  But 
the  Bftid  corporatioD  maf  aell  any  pari  of  the 
public  debt  whereof  iu  aiock  shall  be  compoaed:" 
A  iDoiioD  wa«  made  bf  Mr.  Fossttb  to  to 
amend  this  amendment  as  to  make  it  read  aa 
follows;  "Bat  the  said  corporiiioD  aball  doi  sell 
aay  part  of  the  public  debt  whereof  its  slock 
shall  be  composed,  daring  the  preaeol  war." 

After  a  debate  of  coniiderable  Iragth  and 
warmth,  tbe  quesiian  on  ibe  motion  lo  amend 
tbe  smeadment  was  decided — for  tbe  molioa  64, 
■gaiost  the  motion  73,  as  follows : 

Yeis — Meaara.  Alexander,  Anderaon,  Bamett, 
Binea,  Bowen,  Cbappell,  Clopton,  Comatock,  Conard, 
Creigbton,  Catfabait,  Dana,  Dana  of  PennqrWaaia, 
DanojaUea,  Deaha,  DoTall,  Eppaa,  Evana,  Fainnr, 
Piak  of  New  Vork,  Foiqrth,  FraakUn,  Gbolaon.  Good- 
wjn,  OiiSn,  Hall,  Barria,  Hawea,  Hopkina  of  Ken- 
tnckj, Hubbard,  Humphreja,  Hnngerfbrd,  IngerauU, 
Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnaon  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kar- 
ahaw,  Kilbouni,  Laffarta,  Lowndes,  Ljle,  Macon, 
McCoy,  HcKun,  Nelaon,  Newton,  PaAer,  Fickana, 
Piper,  Pleaaanta,  Rhea  of  Tanneaaee,  Roane,  Rob- 
nrtaon.  Sage,  Seriar,  S«;bert,  Smith  of  PennsjlTania, 
TaonehiU,  Tetbir,  Udie^  WiUiama,  Wilaon  of  Pann- 
■ylianta,  and  Wright. 

Nats— Heawa.  Abton,  Avery,  BariMMr.  B»rJ,  Bay. 
liea  of  Maaaachnaetta,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  fira.ll,*.  Uiig- 
faam,  Barwell,  Bntkr,  Caperton,  Caldwill.  ''^11.  iin. 
Cannon, ChampDn.Cilley,  Clark,  Crawi  <  .'  I'luijcb, 
Calpeper,  Daieiiport,  Dans  of  Maaaac!iii~<  M~.  I]iy, 
Forney,  GaatoD,  Geddes,  Groarenor,  Hali .  l<:j^!:r>)Ltk, 
Holbert,  Jackaon  of  Rhode  bland,  Kent  tt  Mnnlmid, 
Kerr,  lUng  of  Maaaachnaetti,  King  of  :\osiii  Caro- 
line, Law,  Lewi*,  Markell,  MeKee,  Hoore,  Hoeeley, 
Oakle;,  Oimtby,  PearMn,  Pickering,  Potter,  William 
Reed,  Rea  of  PennaylTania,  Rich,  Rogglea,  Sharp, 
SbeSey,  Sherwood,  Shi^erd,  Skinner,  Bmitb  of  New 
Vork,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Storgea,  Tall- 
nadge,  Taylor,  Thompaon,  Troop,  yot.  Ward  of 
Hasaachnaetta,  Ward  of  New  Jeraay,  Webster,  Whea- 
ton, White,  Wilcoi,  Wintar,  and  Vaacey. 


Tbe  miMloD  nf  Mr.  Pokbttb  haviug  been  Ibgs 
rejected — 

The  amendment  reported  bjr  tbe  Committee  of 
Ibe  Wbole,  as  first  above  stated,  wasameDdedbp 
adding  rhereto  the  following,  od  motion  of  Mr. 

"  FroTided,  that,  during  the  eontinaanee  of  the 
preaent  war,  the  aaid  corporation  dull  not,*rilhont  tbe 
consent  of  Congresa,  sell  or  dispose  of  their  pnblie 
debt  to  an  amonnt  above  tea  mtlliona  of  doUara. 

A  motion  waa  made  b]r  Mr.  Ikob&u,  of  Penn- 
ijrlvania,  further  to  amend  the  aaid  amendmeot 
bjr  adding  lo  it  aa  follows:  "oor  after  tbe  war 
any  pan  thereof  at  a  price  less  than  it*  par 
value."    This  rooiioD  wainentired. 

The  amendniteni  of  the  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Other  amendnients  were  then  considered  aBd 
agreed  tu. 

Tbe  amendment  to  the  12th  lule  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  [he  bank  is  to  strike  out  the  following 

n  shall  be  bound  to  loan  to 


the  Govenunent  of  tbe  United  Statee  Ibirtj  milliona 
of  dollars,  &I  an  intereat  not  eiceeding  six  per  centum 
per  aounm,  in  sach  sums,  and  at  mch  periods  as,  con- 
sistently with  the  objects  of  tbe  Qotemment,  may  be 
made  mntoally  eonvanjent  to  tbe  Govanment  and 
tbe  eorporatian,  whenaver  any  law  or  lawa  shall  en- 
thoriie  and  require  audi  loan  or  loana." 

The  question  on  concurring  in  this  amend- 
ment was  decided  aa  foliowi : 

Va*s— Maaara.  Alaton,  Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bay- 
lies  of  Maaaachuastts,  Bayly  of  Virpnia,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Dradlsy,  Brigham,  Borwell,  Butler,  Caperton, 
Caldwell,  Calhonn,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Craw- 
ford, Creigbton,  Crouch,  Cnlpeper,  Cuthbert,  Daven- 
port, Davie  of  Maaaacbnaetts,  Dn*al[,  Ely.  Forney, 
Gaaton,  Qeddea,  Oroavenor,  Hale,  Hanaon,  Haabrouu, 
Hnlbert,  logersoU,  Jackaon  of  Rhode  laland,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  King  of  Maasa- 
diuaetta.  Law,  Lewis,  Lnelt,  Lowndea,  Maikell,  Mo- 
Kee,  McKim,  McLean,  Milter,  Moore,  MoMdey,  Oak- 
ley, Ormaby,  Peaiaon,  Pickering,  RlUn,  Pleaaania, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reedl  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Bich,  Robertson,  Rngglaa,  Sharp,  Sheffay,  Ship- 
bard,  Smith  of  Hew  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stan- 
ford, Stockton,  Sturgea,  Tallmadge,  Tavlor,  Thomp- 
son, Vose,  Ward  of  Massacbnaetta,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcoi,  Wilson  of 
Masrochuaetta,  Winter,  and  Yancey — 66. 

Naii — Meaars.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Barbour, 
Binea,  Bowen,  Cannon,  Chnppell,  Clopton,  Corn- 
stock,  Conard,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennaytvania,  Denoy- 
cUea,  Desba,  Earle,  Eppea,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Forsylb,  Franklin,  Gholsoa,  Ooodwjn, 
Gonrdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hswes,  Hopkina  of 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hnngerford,  Ing- 
ham, Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Ksisbaw, 
Kilbonm.  LefierU,  Lyle,  Mscon,  McCoy,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Parker,  Pickena,  Piper,  Rbsa  of  Tennessee, 
Roane,  Sage,  Seriar,  Seybert,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Tannebill,  Telfair,  Udree,  Wilson  of  Pennqrivania, 
and  Wright— 58. 

So  the  amendment  w«a  concurred  io. 

The  House  having  under  coDsideration  the 
new  aeelion  added  to  tbe  bill  by  the  Committee 
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of  the  Whole,  gtriag  the  Congress  power  at  any 
lime  to  appoint  a  special  committee  to  examtoe 
into  the  state  of  the  bank,  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  KiLBOURN  to  amend  the  same  by  adding 
thereto  the  following : 

"And  if,  upon  fall  inTestigation,  it  shall  appear  that 
the  said  corporation  have  ezeeeded  their  powers,  or 
violated  any  of  the  proriaioae  or  leatrictioBs  of  this 
act,  it  shall  be  within  the  power  of  Gongress  to  declare 
their  charter  vrnd." 

This  motion  was  negatired,  after  debate,  and 
the  new  section  concurred' in. 

All  the  amendments  made  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  baring  been  agreed  to,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Pickens,  the  House  agreed  to  reconsider  the 
disagreement  to  Mr.  Sharp's  motion  to  amend 
the  bill  by  excluding  other  medium  but  Treasury 
notes  being  received  in  payment  of  that  portion, 
of  the  subscription  on  each  share,  which  is  pro- 
posed to  be  paid  in  that  way. 

And  the  question  being  pot  on  now  agreeing 
to  this  amendment,  after  debate,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Wbonesdat,  November  23. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  '*  to  author iae 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon 
the  several  Slates  and  Territories  thereof  for  their 
respective  quotas  of  eighty  thousand  four  hundred 
and  thirty  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 
of  the  United  States  against  invasion  ;''  in  which 
they  a«k  the  concurrence  of  this  House. — The 
bill  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  making 
further  provisions  fur  filliog  the  ranks  of  the  reg- 
ular Army  by  classifying  the  free  male  popula- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

BANKS  or  NEW  YORK. 

Mr,  Irving  presented  the  memorial  of  a  com- 
mittee appointed  bv  five  of  the  banks  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  to  take  into  consideration  all  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  state  of  credit  in  that  city, 
remonstrating  against  the  proposed  incorporation 
of  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  America ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Rspressntaiives  of  the  Vhifed  States  .• 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  committees  ap- 
pointed by  five  of  the  banks  hi  the  city  of  New  York, 
to  take  into  oonsideratton  all  matters  relating  to  the 
state  of  credit  in  the  city,  raspectfuUj  represente — 

That  yonr  memorialists,  with  great  deierence  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress,  presume  that  it  will  not  be  con- 
sidered as  unbecoming  in  them  to  express  their  opin- 
ions on  a  subject  which  they  have  practically  under 
their  constant  view. 

That  they  see  with  great  alarm  the  proposed  incor- 
poration of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  with  a  capital 
of  fifty  millions  of  dollars ;  not  that  they  are  insensible 
of  the  advantages  of  such  an  institntion,  but  because 
they  are  persuaded,  in  their  most  deliberate  view  of  the 
saljeet»  that  the  present  time  Bi  most  iaanepieioas  ibr  the 
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creation  of  such  a  bank,  and  that  ae  lar  froi 
the  fiscal  operations  of  tlw  (sovenmient,  it  ¥ritl,in  the^ 
opinion,  tend  to  embarrass  ettU  mere,  than  tho  ad^eew 
circnmatances  of  the  times  have  already  done,  aU  pub- 
lic as  well  as  private  credit. 

Yonr  memorialists  firmly  believe  that  the  proposed 
capital  will  be  found  too  la^e. 

That  six  millions  of  dollanin  qieoie  cannot  be  obtain- 
ed by  any  inducements  which  can  be  held  out,  and  that 
a  less  sam  will  not  afford  a  proper  security  to  tbe  paUie. 

That,  even  if  six  miUtons  could  be  procniod,  tbe  pay- 
ment of  the  notes  in  specie  could  only  be  conimiisd 
for  a  short  period,  under  the  present  drcoaaaaBnoss  ef 
the  country. 

That  if,  by  the  exercise  of  the  poww  pcoponed  to  be 
lodged  In  the  President  of  the  United  Suaea,  the  nota 
are  not  paid  in  apede,  they  will  iafi 

Thai*  if  they  «iepreciate,  no  existing  bank  can 
blj  take  them  without  the  greatest  Injniy  to  flMer 
holders. 

That  if  the  notee  are  not  taken  by  the 
throughout  the  United  Statee,  they 
general  medium  of  cirenlation. 

A  full  discussion  of  this  subject,  yonr  memoriaKsti 
are  well  aware,  would  transgress  die  proper  limits  of 
this  memorial ;  they  will  therdbre  confine  Aemsefvei  to 
a  few  of  the  reasons  which  have  induced  them  to  form 
these  opinions.  Th^  think  that  the  capital  will  be 
found  too  large,  because  the  lale  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  only  a  capital  of  ten  millions  of  daUais  at 
die  period  of  our  greatest  oommercial  prasperity,  and, 
since  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  that  bank,  the 
amount  of  its  capital  has  been  much  more  than  supplied 
by  the  incorporation  of  other  banks.  It  is  believed  to 
have  been  the  opinion  of  the  part  of  the  eommanity 
best  informed  on  that  subject,  that  this  amount  was 
abundantly  sufiident.  Your  memorialiats  therefore 
cannot  but  dread  the  effects  whidi  a  new  banking  cap- 
ital of  fifty  millions  must  have  upon  the  paper  circula- 
tion of  the  countiy,  particularly  when  it  is  oonsideied, 
that  the  proposed  bank  is  to  be  pledged  to  lend  to  the 
Ckyvemment  thirty  millions,  which  Sat  poiilie  exi^gen- 
cies  will  probably  veiy  soon  call  for,  without  any  pow- 
er of  refusal  being  left  to  tboee  who  ate  to  manage  the 
bank,  even  if  convinced  that  the  eminaon  of  ao  large  a 
sum  in  notes  must  be  rainous  to  the  bank  itself. 

It  is  well  known  that  a  great  and  eonslant  dsain  of 
the  precious  metals  from  the  United  Stales  haa  existed 
for  a  long  time  past,  while  supplies  of  them  have  been 
cut  off  by  the  war  ;  and  that  the  alarms  neoeosarily 
existing  during  a  war,  have  induced  many  timid  and 
cautious  persons  to  hoard  specie,  the  eonaeqneiwe  of 
which  has  been  to  render  a  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments necessary  to  the  diffsrent  banfca  in  BedtiBoee, 
Philadelphia,  New  YotIl,  and  in  vaiieua  ether  parte  of 
the  United  Btates.  Notwithstanding  the  nftaoat  caie 
haa  been  taken  to  restrain  the  circulation  efnolee  with- 
in moderate  bounds,  yet  it  has  been  fonnd  impoesihlii 
to  prevent  a  difisrence  in  value  between  specie  and  the 
notes  of  banks  m  the  beet  credit.  This  dilbrenoe  is 
now,  in  die  ci^  of  New  York,  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
per  cent,  and  in  other  places  still  greater.  Your  me- 
moriaUsts  have  therafoie  no  hesitation  in  giving  it  as 
their  opinion  that  six  millions  of  specie  cannot  be  pro* 
cured ;  but  they  are  persuaded  alao,  that,  if  ptocmed» 
that  sam  could  not  long  supply  specie  paymente^  fee- 
cause,  as  the  same  causes  ars  likely  stUl  to  operate, 
and  with  increased  efiect,  when  the  paper  oircelation 
is  so  much  increased  as  it  must  be  by  the  ptepeead 
loans  to  the  Oovemment,  it  is  belteved  that  an  feat  as 
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the  notas  an  uraed  U107  will  be  retoroed  for  spaoie ; 
as  they  bear  no  interest,  there  will  be  no  inducement  for 
any  peraon  to  hold  them,  to  counteract  the  great  ad- 
vantage offered  by  the  high  price  for  specie,  in  sending 
them  ibr  payment. 

If  it  ahould  be  found  necessary  to  restrain  the  bank 
from  paying  specie,  your  memorialists  are  convinced  the 
notes  will  depreciate.  The  Treasury  notes  which 
have  been  issued  have  done  so,  alUioogh  in  much  less 
quantity,  and  under  more  favorable  circumstances,  be- 
cause bearing  interest  and  being  payable  at  definite 
periods.  While  Troasniy  notes  have  these  obvious 
advantages,  it  is  not  perceived  that  the  notes  of  the 
proposed  bank  wxH  have  any  to  balance  them,  the  se- 
cvriiy  having  been  preaumod  the  same  in  both  coaea. 
The  ezpenaea  of  the  war  must,  in  the  trat  instance, 
be  paid  in  these  notes,  and  of  course  they  will  be,  to 
a  considerable  extent,  in  the  hands  of  penons  who 
moat,  of  necessity,  dispose  of  then  for  waat  they  will 
bring.  The  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  while  10- 
deeming  its  notes  in  specie  and  possessing  the  entire 
support  of  the  Government  and  the  confidence  of  the 
public,  never  had,  it  is  believed,  more  than  six  millions 
of  notes  in  circulation.  The  banks  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  whoee  aggregate  capital  is  about  fiiteen  millions 
of  doUaxs,  have  not,  upon  an  average,  had  a  circulation 
of  more  than  five  millions,  although  possessipg  all  the 
advantagea  to  be  derived  ih>m  the  business  and  support 
of  the*  Government  in  this  city.  Pk«suming  that  tiie 
proportion  of  circulation  to  capital  is  neariy  the  aame 
in  other  parts  of  the  United  Statea,  and  taking  into 
view  that  the  circulation  is  probably  aa  great  at  the  pie»* 
ent  period  aa,  under  the  cireumstanoea  of  the  ooontiy 
and  the  removal  of  the  check  of  specie  payments,  it  can 
safely  be,  can  it  be  doubted  what  the  met  of  an  addi- 
tional emission  even  of  twenty  mUliobs  of  paper  will 
neceasarily  be  1 

Aa  it  appears  evident  to  your  memorialists  that  the 
notea  of  the  proposed  bank  roust  depreciate,  it  appeara 
equally  so,  that  no  existing  bank  can  take  them  with- 
out the  greatest  injury  to  their  stockholders.  However 
disposed  they  may  be  to  aid  the  fiacal  operations  of  the 
Government,  yet,  from  the  moment  the  notes  are  de- 
preciated, if  they  are  taken  either  in  payment  or  in 
deposites,  all  their  debts  will  be  paid  in  that  description 
of  paper,  the  circulation  of  their  own  notes  will  nearly 
cease,  and  they  will  be  left  in  possession  of  notes  re- 
deemable at  some  future  uncertain  period  and  bearing 
no  present  iatereat.  Can  such  a  aacrifioe  of  the  inter- 
est of  their  eonstituents  be  called  for  or  expeeled  fram 
the  piesant  inelitationa  t 

It  haa  been  anppeaed  that  the  want  of  a  median  of 
genersl  eiiBQlation  rendered  a  National  Bank  aeeea* 
aaty ;  hot  yoor  menorialista  beg  leave  to  ohscrw,  that 
while  they  admit  the  want  of  a  me^um,  they  are  quite 
pennaded  that  bank  notea  will  not  answer  the  porpoae, 
vnless  they  can  be  exchanged  at  pleasufe  for  speeie, 
or  taken  generally  by  the  banks  thioagliout  the  United 
Sutes.  If  your  OMmerialists  ate  right  in  te  oplniona 
already  stated,  it  ^peaia  to  follow,  aa  a  neeeasary  con- 
sequence, that  the  notea  of  the  proposed  bank  will  not 
aopply  tl»  place  of  a  general  medium. 

As  your  memorialists  are  peisuaded  that  the  best  in« 
tetests  of  the  United  Statea  require  that  theenspensiMi 
of  specie  payments,  which  has  unfortunately  been  found 
nooessary,  diould  be  continued  for  as  short  a  period  as 
possible,  they  dread  the  inereased  difficulty  which  an 
additional  paper  circulation  probably  of  thirty  or  forty 
milUona  will  occasion ;  they  foar  it  will  approaefa  toan 
insuperable  bar  to  the  resnmption  of  spede  paymonta; 


while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  National  Bank,  foonded 
upon  proper  principles,  and  at  a  more  favorable  period, 
when  there  was  a  reasonable  prospect  of  continuing  to 
pay  specie,  would  offisr  the  best  remedy  for  the  deranged 
state  of  the  circulation,  and  a  most  powerful  instrument 
to  renovate  the  eommer^l  credit  of  the  United  Btatea. 

Your  memorialists  beg  the  indulgence  of  Congress 
when  they  add,  that  they  have  no  doubt  that  Treasury 
bills,  issued  nearly  in  the  way  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, would  be  found  of  more  service  to  the  Govern- 
ment, be  much  less  dangerous  to  the  public,  and 
tend  much  more  to  supply  the  want  of  a  general  me- 
dium of  circulation.  They  believe  that  Treasury  noteSy 
issued  for  various  denominations,  redeemable  at  the 
pieaanre  of  the  Government,  but  not  at  any  definite 
periods,  bearing  interest  while  in  circulation  at  Um 
present  rate,  but  fhndable  at  the  option  of  the  holder 
at  a  higher  rate  of  Interest,  would  be  less  liable  to  de- 
predation than  the  notes  of  a  bank  bearing  no  interest, 
and  the  security  being  the  same.  The  present  interest 
on  the  Treasury  notes  would  offer  an  inducement  to 
keep  them,  and,  whenever  the  market  waa  overchargedi 
the  power  to  fund  them  at  a  higher  rate  of  intereat 
would  take  off  the  redundance.  In  this  way  the  ia- 
sue  of  Treasury  notes  would  probably  operate,  to  a 
considerable  amount,  as  a  constant  loan  at  a  reduced 
rate  of  interest :  nor  idiould  it  bo  overiooked  that  the 
consequences  of  a  depredation,  if  it  unfortunately 
should  takp  place,  would  neither  be  so  extensive  nor 
so  lasting  as  m  the  case  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

[Signed  br  the  Prendent  and  Cashiers  of  the  Bank 
of  pfew  York,  the  Merchants'  Bank,  the  Union  Bank, 
and  the  Bank  of  America,  and  the  New  York  Menu* 
facturing  Company.] 

DISCIPLINE  OF  THE  ARMY. 

The  following  report  was  recetTed  from  the 
Secretary  of  War : 

Wab  DsPAmTXsvT,  Nov.  SS,  1814. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  10th 
instant,  requesting  information  whether  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  was  trained  by  any  uniform  system 
of  discipline,  aadt  if  not,  what  were  the  caasea  that 
have  prevented  it,  and  wheUier  any  legialative  provisioa 
was  necessary  to  effect  the  same,  has  ths  honor  to  re- 
port— 

1.  That  no  uniform  system  of  discipline  has  hereto- 
fore been  practised  in  training  the  Armiea  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  either  in  line,  by  battalion,  or  company. 

3.  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  or  War,  it 
would  be  advisable  to  institute  a  Board  of  General  and 
Field  Officers,  to  digest  and  report  to  this  Department 
a  system  of  discipline  for  the  Army  of  th«  United 
States ;  which  report,  when  approved  by  the  President 
of  the  United  Statea,  should  be  carried  into  effect  under 
the  orders  of  this  Department. 

3.  That  the  sanction  of  Congress,  by  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresenUtives,  to  this  meaa« 
ure,  if  not  absolutely  necessary,  in  conaideration  of  the 
powers  already  vested  in  this  Department  by  law, 
would,  nevertheless,  have  a  very  salutary  efiect. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  SpxAun,  Howe  of  RqnrtMtniaiivu. 

The  report  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CalhouHi 
referred  to  a  select  cominiit^^- 

Two  other  reports  irere  also  iecei?ed  from  the 
War  DeptTtmeat,  in  retotion  to  the  baraiag  of 
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the  Potomac  and  Eastern  Branch  bridges.  Nei- 
ther, nor  any  part  of  either,  the  Secretarirreports, 
was  destroyed  under  the  orders  of  the  War  De- 
partment. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATED 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  "  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  of  America." 

The  question  depending  yesterday,  on  Mr. 
Sharp's  motion,  was,  after  further  debate,  decided 
in  the  affirmati? e. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Gaston  further  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  ''  fifty  millions,"  the  pro- 
posed amount  of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  and  in« 
serting  "•  twenty"  in  lieu  thereof. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Wbbstbr, 
in  a  speech  of  considerable  length ;  which  he  bad 
not  concluded  when  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
was  announced,  and,  in  becoming  terms,  informed 
the  House  of  the  decease  of  the  Vice  Prbsidbnt 
of  the  United  States,  aod  the  resolution  the  Sen- 
ate had  thereupon  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Finoley,  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  business  on  hand  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  William  Reed, 

Resolved^  unanimmulyf  That  this  Hbuse  doth 
concur  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Joint  committee,  "  to  consider  and 
report  measures  proper  to  manifest  the  public 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,"  and  ex- 
pressive of  the  deep  regret  of  the  Congress  of  the 
IJnited  States,  for  the  loss  of  a  citizen  so  highly 
respected  and  revered. 

Mr.  William  Reed,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Tall- 
MADOB,  and  Mr.  Nelson,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  this  House. 


Thursday,  November  24. 
DEATH  OF  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  having 
been  read — 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  and  ob- 
served, that,  after  the  melancholy  event  recorded 
in  the  Journal  just  read,  it  could  scarcely  be  con- 
sidered proper  for  the  Speaker  to  call  for  peti- 
tions, or  for  the  House  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of 
the  day.  The  nation  well  knows  what  Congress 
ought  to  feel  for  the  loss  of  the  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States.  In  order  to  exhibit  that 
feeling  in  a  proper  manner,  Mr.  Macou  moved 
the  following  resolutions: 

'« Raoived,  That,  from  an  unfeigned  respect  to  the 
late  Elbkidos  OsaaT,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States  and  President  of  the  Senate,  the  SpBAKsa's 
Chair  be  shrouded  with  black  daring  the  present  ses- 
sion ;  and,  as  a  farther  testimony  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  the  members  of  this  House  go 
into  mourning,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

«*  ReMohed,  That  the  members  of  this  House  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  E&BaineB  Gbbbt,  late  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  to-day,  at  two  o'ck>ck." 


The  resolutions  were  unanimously  sdopied, 
and  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Fbiday,  November  25. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bowen,  of  Tennessee, 
Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay- 
ing for  the  horses  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  cam- 
paign, against  the  hostile  Creek  Indians,  com- 
manded by  Major  General  Jackson. 

Mr.  Stevenson,  of  Illinois,  presented  for  con- 
sideration the  following  readation : 

Ruohed,  That  die  Committee  on  MilHary  Attaa 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pnyvid- 
ing  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  Uniled  Statei, 
by  continuing  and  increasing  the  number  of  rangcn 
heretofore  anthoriied ;  and  that  they  have  lea^re  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  advocated  the  adop- 
tion of  this  motion ;  which,  however,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Troup,  that  the  Military  Commit- 
tee already  had  a  similar  proposition  before  them, 
and  were  about  to  act  on  it,  was  not  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  StevensoN)  of  Illinois,  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Easton,  of  Missouri,  it  was 

Re$olvedf  That  the  Committee  oai  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  mod  what, 
alterations  or  amendments  are  necessary  by  law 
to  be  made  in  the  act  confirming  certain  claims 
to  lands  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providing 
for  their  location,  passed  in  April,  1814. 

Re9olved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pabiic  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if  any. 
what,  further  provision  by  law  is  expedient  to  be 
made  for  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  pub- 
lic lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Illinois  Ter- 
ritory. 

REMISSION  OF  FORPBITUBB. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Jusiia 
and  Eiias  Lyman  3  which  was  read,  and  referred 
10  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Monday 
next.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  facts  which  are  material  to  the  daciaion  on 
the  prayer  of  the  petition,  are  contained  in  a  ktlcr 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  ehaiiman  of 
this  conmiittee,  which  aeoompanias  this  report.  From 
this  statement  of  foots  it  appean,  1st.  That  the  unlaw- 
ful importation  was  made  by  the  expwaas  order  of  the 
agents  of  the  petitioners;  2d.  That  the  papers  of  the 
schooner  and  her  cargo,  eihibited  on  the  entry  at  the 
cnstom-honsa  at  Newport,  were  foke,  eoloraUe,  and 
frandulent;  Sd.  That  the  real  focts  of  the  case  coming 
accidentally  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Collector,  wxth- 
ont  any  disclosure  on  the  part  of  the  petitioiiers»  the 
schooner  and  cargo  were  seiied  and  libelled  as  foifoit- 
ed ;  and  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  refdaed  to 
remit  the  forfoitnres  incurred,  *<  because  it  did  not  ap- 
pear, to  his  satisfaction,  that  the  said  fodeitiiies  nad 
penalties  were  incurred  without  wilful  negUgeoice  or 
any  intention  of  fraud.  On  a  review  oi  the  ctrcsffl- 
stances  of  the  esse,  the  committee  concur  in  tKe  opin- 
ion already  pronounced  by  the  Treasury  D>epaiiment, 
that  the  petitioners  are  not  entitled  to  relief  The  fol- 
lowing resoltttion  is,  therefore,  submitted : 
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Raohfed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ooght  not 
to  be  granted. 

TnKAevKT  DxPAKTMBHT,  Nov.  21,  1814. 

Sib  :  In  answer  to  yonr  inquiries,  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  I  have  the  honor  to 
ftate,  that,  on  the  28th  of  June,  1814,  the  late  Secre- 
taiy  of  the  Treasury  dedded  not  to  remit  the  forfeits 
ores  nnd  penalties  incurrad  by  the  petitioners,  beeanse 
*'  it  did  not  appear,  to  his  satisfaction,  that  the  said 
forfeitnres  and  penalties  were  ineurted,  without  any 
wiUnl  negligence  or  intention  of  fraud."  I  ean- 
not  discover  any  reason  to  presume  that  the  Secre- 
tary declined  acting,  at  any  time,  on  the  ground  that 
the  general  power  to  remit  did  not  embrace  the  present 
case,  and  having,  in  hei,  acted,  his  decision  is  final, 
unless  the  petitioners  can  entitle  themselves,  by  the 
equitable  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  the  favor  of 
Congress. 

The  information  to  be  collected  in  this  Department, 
upon  the  merits  of  the  case,  appears  to  authorixe  the 
following  general  statement  of  facts : 

That  the  petitioners,  merchants  of  New  York,  in 
April  or  May,  1810,  were  hoiden  of  bflls  of  exchange 
for  j£  1,100  sterling,  drawn  in  Berbice,  on  merchants  in 
Glasgow,  which  they  negotiated,  but  which  they  wera 
afterwards  obliged  to  pay,  on  being  ratumed  protested 
for  non-payment.    That,  in  the  Spring  of  1811,  the 
petitionera  sent  the  bills  to  Berbice,  in  order  to  recover 
the  amount  from  the  drawer,  and  their  agents  accepted 
a  qaanti^  ofcofSde  in  payment.     That  the  cofiee  was 
shipped  from  Berbtoe  to  St.  Andraw's,  in  Nova  Scotia, 
where  it  arrived  in  the  month  of  Februaiy  or  March, 
1812,  and  was  there  landed  and  stored.    That,  upon 
the  declaration  of  war,  in  June,  1812,  the  petitionera 
assigned  the  co£foe,  in  trust,  to  Messn.  Murray  and 
Sons,  of  New  York,  who  were  well  known  at  St.  An- 
drew's, and,  particiUarly,  to  the  consignees  of  the  cof- 
fee.   That,  on  the  26th  of  December,  1812,  the  peti- 
Uonere  applied  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Gallatin)  for  permission  to  import  the  co&e  into  the 
United  States,  but  wero  refused.    That,  early  in  the 
year  1813,  the  consignees  requested  Messn.  Murray 
and  Sons  to  ramove  the  coflee,  expressing  some  doubts 
of  its  safety  at  St.  Andrew's ;  and,  thereupon,  Messrs. 
Murray  and  Sons«  at  the  instance  of  the  petitioners, 
assigned  the  ooflbe,  in  trust,  to  a  Portuguese,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  protected,  as  neutral  propo^,  from 
British  capture,  on  its  passage  to  the  United  States. 
That  the  cofiee  was  afterwards  (about  the  2d  of  Au« 
gust,  1813)  shii^wd  on  board  of  a  Portuguese  schooner, 
and  brought  to  Newport,  in  Rhode  Island,  about  the 
24th  of  August*  1813,  when  tiie  captain  of  the  schoon- 
er reported  that  he  had  arrived  from  St.  Bartholomew. 
That  the  captain  delivered  to  the  Collector  of  Newport 
sandry  documents,  ana,  particularly,  1st.  Certificates, 
dated  GusUvia,  St.  Bartholomew,  June  26th  and  28th, 
1813,  stating  the  cargo  of  cofiee  to  be  the  growth  and 
produce  of  Spanish  settlements,  and  that  it  had  been 
unported  into  that  island;  2d.  A  clearance  for  the  Por- 
tuguese schooner,  dated  at  Oustavia,  island  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew, June  26th,  1813,  particularly  spedfying  the 
cargo  of  coffee.      That,  upon  these  documents,  the 
acbooner  was  admitted  to  an  entry,  bonds  were  given 
fpfT  the  duties,  and  the  cargo  was  landed.    That  the 
real  facts  of  the  case  coming  accidentally  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Collector,  without  any  disclosure  on  the 
part  of  the  petitionera,  the  schooner  and  the  coffoe 
were  seized  and  libelled  as  forfeited  under  the  non-jm* 
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portation  law ;  the  petitionera  applied,  in  due  form,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  a  remission,  and  the 
Secretary  decided  not  to  remit. 

Upon  these  general  facts  the  District  Attorney  and- 
the  Collector  of  Newport  have  objected  to  a  remission 
of  the  forfeiture ;  1st.  Because  the  unlawful  importa- 
tion was  made  by  the  express  order  of  the  agents  of 
the  petitionera ;  2d.  Because  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
petitionera  informed  their  agent  that  the  Secretaiy  of 
the  Treasury  had  refused  to  permit  the  importation  of 
the  coffee;  3d.  That  the  papen  of  the  schooner  and 
her  cargo,  exhibited  on  the  entry  at  the  custom-houss 
at  Newport,  were  folse,  colorable,  and  fraudulent. 

In  answer  to  these  objections  the  petitionera  allege : 
1st  That,  by  clothing  the  American  property  with  a 
neutral  cover,  they  meant  to  elude  the  British  crnisera 
and  privateers,  not  to  violate  the  laws  of  this  country ; 
2d.  That  the  colorable  documents,  respecting  the  ori- 
gin of  the  cargo,  and  the  clearance  of  the  vessel,  wera 
put  on  board  by  the  agent  of  the  petitioners,  without 
their  authority,  and  might  have  been  designed  to  ena* 
ble  the  schooner  to  escape  capture  by  American  priva- 
teen,  until  the  vessel  should  arrive  in  a  port  of  the 
United  States,  when  an  appeal  could  be  made  to  the 
equity  of  the  Government  for  relief  against  the  for- 
feiture incurred  by  the  importation ;  3d.  That  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Portuguese  schooner  was  ignorant  of  our 
language  and  laws ;  that  he  made  an  entry  without 
instructions  from  the  petitionera,  and  contrary  to  their 
intention;  and  that  the  colorable  papers  ought  not  to 
have  been  produced  at  the  custom-house  without  an 
explanation  of  the  facts ;  4th.  That  the  silence  of  the 
petitionera,  on  the  impropriety  of  the  entry  upon  false 
papera,  was  owing  to  their  desire  to  avoid  involving 
the  Portuguese  captain  in  the  penalties  of  the  law. 

Under  Siese  circumstances,  the  case  rests  with  the 
committee ;  and  (returning  the  papera  accompanying 
their  reforence)  I  have  only  to  repeat  the  assurances  of 
the  sincere  respect  with  which  I  am,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITBD  STATES. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  re^ 
sumed  the  bill  to  iacorporate  the  sobseribers  ta 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  question  under  consideration  being  on  Mr. 
Qa.bton'8  motion  to  substitute  *'  twenty"  for  "fif- 
ty" millions  of  dollars,  as  the  amount  of  the  cap- 
iul  of  the  bftak-^ 

Mr.  WcBSTBR  concluded  the  speech  which  he 
commenced  on  Wednesday,  in  opposition  to  the 
bill  as  it  now  stands.  In  the  couree  of  bis  remarks 
to-day,  he  indicated  generally  his  views  as  to  the 
sort  of  bank  which  ought  to  be  established.  He 
would  have  a  bank  of  a  limited  amount,  say 
twenty  millions  of  capital;  he  would  make  it  in- 
dispensable that  it  should  pay  specie,  by  a  pro- 
vision that  all  notes  not  paid  in  specie,  when 
properly  presented,  should  thenceforth  bear  a  cer- 
tain interest,  and  by  inflicting  a  penalty  on  such 
directors  as  should,  during  the  suspension  of  spe- 
cie paymenti  consent  to  put  the  notes  of  the  bank 
in  circulation ;  he  was  willing  the  Government 
should,  if  others  believed  it  necessary,  hold  some 
stock  in  the  bank,  but  at  the  extent  not  to  exceed 
one-half  of  the  whole  amount;  the  remaining 
half  to  be  paid  in  specie,  or,  at  the  discretion  of 
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the  directors,  in  notes  of  existing  banks,  on  eon* 
dition  that  sach  banks  should  agree  to  resume 
their  specie  payments  within  a  given  time;  and. 
if  it  was  thought  desirable,  the  Government 
might,  he  raid,  retain  the  right  to  subscribe  here- 
after an  additional  five  millions  to  the  capital  of 
the  bank.  This  was,  generally,  his  plan.  Upon 
the  whole,  he  concluded  by  saying,  although  there 
were  many  points  in  which  the  present  bill  was 
preferable  to  the  bill  first  reported,  still,  with  its 
present  amount  of  capital,  and  the  great  propor- 
tion of  stock  to  specie,  it  was  wholly  objectiona- 
ble in  his  mind,  and  be  could  not  vote  for  it. 
When  Mr.  W.  sat  down- 
Mr.  LowNOES,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  if  he 
conceived  any  advantage  to  the  nation  could  re- 
sult from  permitting  this. discussion  to  progress, 
he  should  not  make  the  motion  he  was  about  to 
offer;  but,  believing,  from  the  difference  of  views 
entertained  in  different  parts  of  the  House^  and 
from  the  variety  of  plans  which  had  been  offered, 
that  longer  discussion  would  merely  consume 
time,  without  a  pospect  of  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill;  and  believing,  also,  that,  by  a  reference 
to  a  select  committee,  a  concurrence  of  the  views 
of  all  parties  might  be  obtained  in  favor  of  one 

{»lan,  he  moved  that  this  bill  be  referred  to  a  se- 
ect  committee. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  he  was  in 
favor  of  the  recommitment  of  the  bill,  because  he 
believed  that,  in  its  present  form,  it  would  not 
pass  the  House ;  but  that  a  bill  might  be  devised 
that  would  meet  the  views  of  gentlemen  on  all 
sides  of  the  House.  It  was  possible,  at  least,  a 
combination  of  the  views  of  different  gentlemen 
might  be  effected,  which  might  produce  great 
good,  and  could  do  no  harm.  He  was,  therefore, 
in  favor  of  recommitment,  as  the  only  means  of 
effecting  this  desirable  object. 

Mr.  FisE,  of  New  York,  said,  he  merely  rose 
to  add  his  wish  to  that  of  his  friend  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. It  was  as  certain,  as  anything  yet  in  sus- 
pense could  be,  that  the  bill  would  not  pass  the 
House  in  its  present  shape.  That  it  might  be 
kept  in  possession  of  the  House,  and  noidesttoy- 
ed  without  an  effort  to  preserve  it,  he  hoped  the 
House  would  agree  to  refer  it  to  a  select  c6m- 
mittee,  for  such  modification  aS  might  appear  to 
be  calculated  to  meet  the  views  of  the  House. 
The  opinions  of  gentlemen  on  all  sides  bad  been 
80  fully  expressed,  that  the  committee,  beriig  in 
possession  of  them,  would  be  able  to  mould  the 
Dill  accordingly. 

Mr.  Calboun,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  it  must 
be  obvious,  from  the  course  of  the  debate,  if  it 
were  not  from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  that  a 

great  diversity  of  sentiment  existed  on  this  bead. 
fo  question  could  exhibit  a  greater  division  of 
sentiment,  confined  neither  to  party  or  locality. 
As  he  was  extremely  anxious  that  the  bank  should 
be  established.  Mr.  C.  said  he  should  be  averse 
to  throwing  any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  prac- 
ticability of  the  measure,  and  would,  therefore, 
heartily  assent  to  the  motion  for  recommitment. 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  recommit* 
ment,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  without  a 


division ;  and  Mr.  Lowudbs,  Mr.  FisK  of  New 
York.  Mr.  Calbouk,  Mr.  Ingbam,  Mr.  Forsttb, 
Mr.  Oaklet,  and  Mr.  Gaston,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

TAX  ON  DISTILLED  LIQUORS,  dkc 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppbs,  re- 
solved iuelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  several  tax  bills  reported  by  the  Gomoittee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

The' bill  for  laying  an  additional  duty  on  dis- 
tilled spirituous  liquors  was  first  uken  up,  and 
discussed  with  much  zeal.  VaricHw  amcadmeats 
were  made  to  the  bill  and  the  blaaks  fitted,  in  era- 
formity  to  the  previous  determhiatioii  ei  the 
House,  and  to  the  suggestion  of  die  cbairniaD  oi 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaaa. 

Mr.  McLean  mOted  to  ameDd  tlie  first  section 
so  as  to  repeal  the  present  tax  «poa  the  capacity, 
and  retain  the  dutv  of  twenty  cents  per  gallon 
upon  the  product  ot  the  still. 

Mr.  McLean  said  the  motion  he  had  now  sob- 
mitted,  was  the  same  in  substance  as  the  one 
made  on  a  former  occasion  by  an  honomble  mem- 
ber (Mr.  Yancet)  from  North  Caroliaa.  I  am 
aware,  said  he,  of  the  extreme  difficalty  in  adopt- 
ing  a  system  of  taxation  that  will  be  cqaal  in  its 
operation  in  every  part  of  our  extended  eoaatry. 
The  situation  of  our  eiiizens  is  so  varioiis,  their 
pursuits  so  diversified,  that  it  is  imj^osaible  per- 
feetJy  to  equalize  any  genofal  system  of  taxation. 
The  diversity  of  circumstances  and  pofsaits arises 
from  local  causes,  confined  In  their  narare  and 
effects.  But  if  we  cannot  arrive  at  entire  equality, 
we  should  at  least  aim  at  it.  In  taxing  any  one 
article,  we  should  guard  against  an  imposition 
that  would  discourage  the  manufacture  of  such 
article.  My  object,  in  submitting  this  amend- 
ment, is  to  guard  against  the  evil,  as  wel/ resulting 
from  the  extravagance  of  the  tax,  as  from  the 
complicated  system  proposed. 

While  the  resolutions  submitted  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  were  under  discussion, 
I  was  surprised  to  hear  several  gentlemen  contend 
that  an  internal  revenue,  apportioned  amongst 
the  several  States  in  proportion  to  tkeir  popaia- 
tion,  wasthe  most  equitable  and  the  mast  eon- 
formable  to  the  principles  of  our  GoTemment. 
Never  was  an  argument  more  faUaeioos.  The 
direct  tax,  because  it  is  apportloaed  among  the 
several  States  aecordiag  to  Iheir  popniatioo,  is 
the  most  unequal  tax.  This  inequality  liras  suffi- 
ciently shown  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  instanced 
the  Slates  of  New  Jersey  and  Ohio,  as  being 
nearly  equal  in  population;  in  the  former,  the 
lands  are  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  pro- 
ductive to  the  owners;  in  the  latter,  ninety  huo- 
dredihs  are  in  a  state  of  nature  and  unproductive 
to  the  owners.  Nothing  more  can  be  necessary 
to  show  the  unequal  operation  of  this  tax.  Tbe 
individual  in  New  Jersey  who  owns  five  hundred 
acres  of  land,  worth  fortv  dollars  per  acre,  has  but 
little  more  tax  to  pay  than  the  citizen  in  Ohio, 
who  owns  the  same  quantity  of  land,  not  worth 
more  than  four  dollars  per  acre.  The  dispropor- 
tion is  here  more  than  twelve  to  four. 
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Id  erery  cotmtry,  except  where  despotbm  has 
left  DO  rights  to  the  people,  a  tax  on  the  person 
has  ever  been  Tieweti  as  the  most  odious  tax.    It 
hasererbeeo  odioos,  beeaose  of  its  inequality, 
exacting^ as  mach  from  the  poor  man  as  the  rich 
man.    The  same  ineqaality  wotild  exist  if  the 
internal  revenue  were  apportioned  among  the  sev- 
eral States  according  to  their  population.    What 
had  been  the  principal  basts  of  taxation  where 
any  regard  has  been  had  to  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
xen  ?    Property ;  and,  in  the  general,  that  kind  of 
property  which  is  prod^ictive  to  the  owner.    If  a 
reTenoe  is  derived  from  it  by  the  individual, 
something  may  he  yielded  to  the  Government. 
I  do  not  make  these  observations  in  opposition  to 
the  direct  tax;  the  imposition  of  that  tftx  had  my 
hearty  concurrence,  «iid  its  proposed  increase 
Bfteets  equally  with  my  assent.   But  my  object  is, 
to  rebut  ihe  charge  that  has  been  made  against 
the  Western  representation,  because  they  resisted 
the  argument  that  it  would  be  eqaal  and  just  to 
impose  the  internal  duties  according  to  the  popu- 
lation of  the  respective  States,  that  they  there- 
fore wished  to  exonerate  their  constituents  from 
an  equal  burden  of  taxation.    I  make  these  obser- 
vations to  show  that  it  would  he  the  extreme  of 
injustice  to  exact  as  much  from  the  citizen  of  the 
West,  who  resides  in  a  cabin  and  cultivates  the 
field  with  his  own  hands  for  the  support  of  his 
family,  as  from  the  wealthy  citizen  of  the  Eastern 
and    Northern  Siates.     Some  gentlemen  have 
conteikded  this  would  be  just,  inasmuch  as  the 
States  are  represented  in  the  National  Legislature 
in   proportion  to  their  numbers.     What  would 
such  an  argument  lead  to?    The  poor,  it  would 
he  found,  would  be  utterly  unable  to  pay  their 
proportion  of  the  burden  thus  imposed ;  the  cer- 
tain consequence  would  be,  that  Slates  would  be 
represented  in  proportion  to  their  wealth,  and  not 
their  population.    The  argument  used  by  gentle- 
men couM  lead  to  no  other  result.    This  might 
be  pleasing  to  a  few  of  the  wealthy,  who  wish 
influence  to  be  attaehed  to  property,  but  it  would 
sab  vert  one  of  the  most  inestimabie  principles  of 
our  Government,  that  of  equality. 

In  proportion  to  the  wealth  of  the  Western 
country,  there  is  a  mueh  greater  quantity  of  do- 
mestic spirits  manufaetor»l  than  in  the  fiastern 
and  Northern  State*.  Notwithstanding,  the  im- 
position of  this  tax  would  not  produce  much  ine- 
quality, if  a  market  could  be  fonnd  in  the  Eastern 
States  for  the  spirits  manufactured  in  the  West, 
bot  the  transportation  is  impracticable,  no  market 
is  open  for  this  article  in  the  West ;  it  is  therefore 
presumable,  if  this  additional  duty  to  the  amount 
proposed  be  imposed,  that  no  more  will  be  manu- 
Mctured  in  the  Western  country  than  is  necessary 
for  home  consumption.  No  individual  can  afford 
to  pay  the  enormous  duty,  and  manufacture  this 
commodity  in  anticipation  of  a  future  market.  I 
am  more  than  willing  to  tax  domestic  spirits  to 
the  utmost  exteai  they  will  bear ;  bat  I  am  under 
the  most  certain  conviction,  from  the  operation 
of  the  present  tax  on  the  capacity,  that  the  addi- 
tional duty  proposed  will  rather  diminish  than 
increase  the  public  revenue.    It  may  not  have  | 


this  effect  in  some  of  the  States.  In  New  York, 
a  market  will  be  had  for  great  quaaitties  of  spirit 
to  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
who  will  occupv  the  Northern  frontier.  In  that 
State,  and  perhaps  a  few  others,  the  increased 
duty  will  yield  more  to  the  public  revenue;  bat 
the  principal  sales  being  to  the  United  States, 
they  must  necessarilv  pay  the  adranced  price  of 
the  spirit ;  so  that,  although  the  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  might  be  enhanced,  yet  the  real  advan- 
tage to  the  public  revenue  would  be  inconsidera- 
ble. The  depression  of  the  revenue  in  the  West 
will  equal  the  advance  of  it  in  other  Sutes  from 
this  source.  Being  willing  to  obtain  to  the  public 
revenue  the  largest  possible  amount  from  this 
source,  I  would  assent  to  a  ooasiderable  addition 
to  the  present  tax;  I  believe  some  addition  would 
not  depress  the  revenue  in  the  West.  If  we  can 
obtain  the  largest  amount  of  revenue  from  this 
source,  without  producing  an  extreme  pressure  in 
any  portion  of  the  community,  it  is  certainly  most 
politic  to  do  so.  Qentleaen  oakulate  on  real- 
izing an  immense  sum  from  this  tax ;  their  cal- 
culations are  extravagant;  they  will  be  found 
illusive;  they  will  find,  when  it  may  be  too  late, 
that  they  have  been  too  anxious  to  fill  the  cofiers 
of  the  Treasury  from  this  source.  Their  reach 
has  been  eager,  but  they  have  grasped  at  a  shadow 
that  has  eluded  their  grasp. 

A  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Wbight,) 
not  now  in  his  seat,  who  has  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  the  imposition  of  this  tax,  stated  as  a  fact, 
that  distilled  spirits  from  grain  in  his  part  of  the 
country  are  worth  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  gallon ;  from  this  fact,  he  has  drawn  an 
argument  in  favor  of  the  tax,  and  that  it  would 
operate  most  favorably  to  the  Western  country, 
as  there  the  price  of  the  same  kind  of  spirit  was 
not  more  than  sixty-two  and  a  half  cents  per  nl- 
lon.  What  regulates  the  value  of  an  article  1 
The  price  it  wUl  brin^  in  a  market.  If  a  gallon 
of  domestic  spirit  will  bring  in  Maryland  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents,  and  will  only  sell  in 
Ohio  for  sixty-two  and  a  half  cents,  the  tax  will 
operate  on  the  value  of  the  article  one  hundred 
per  cent,  higher  in  Ohio  than  in  Maryland ;  it  is 
therefore  unequal.  However  various  my  objec- 
tions are  to  the  inequality  and  amountof  this  tax, 
they  are  not  less  so  to  the  manner  ia  which  it  is 
to  be  imposed.  A  tax  on  the  capacity  and  on  the 
product  of  the  still,  will  be  found  complicated 
and  embarrassing.  What  are  the  evils  this  sys- 
tem is  projposed  to  remedy  ?  We  are  told  it  will 
guard  against  fraud ;  it  will  enable  the  collector 
to  detect  imposition.  Sir,  from  this  very  source, 
I  apprehend  much  odium  will  be  excited  against 
this  tax  and  the  Government.  What  criterion  is 
afforded  the  collector  to  detect  frauds?  The  most 
uncertain.  We  all  know,  from  the  ordinary  con- 
cerns of  life,  that  two  men  engaged  in  the  same 
business,  uooer  the  same  advantaffesj  will  fre- 
quently produce  very  different  results.  Is  it,  in- 
deed, a  sufficient  presumption  of  fraud,  that  one 
individual  has  not  manufactured  as  large  a  quan- 
tity of  spirits  as  his  neighbor ;  and  is  this  a  ground 
on  which  to  charge  him  with  the  commission  of 
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fraad,  or  to  subject  him  to  the  ioquisitorial  pow- 
ers of  a  collector?  It  ought  to  be  on  grounds 
more  substantial^  that  we  suspect  the  integrity  of 
a  citizen.  In  those  States  where  taxable  property 
has  long  been  siven  in  for  taxation  under  oath, 
no  complaints  have  arisen.  In  Ohio,  a  list  of  per- 
sonal property  is  furnished  the  assessor  without 
oath,  and  yet  I  never  heard  it  alleged  that  an  in- 
dividual had  defrauded  the  revenue  by  making  an 
incorrect  return ;  why,  then,  shall  we  distrust  the 
▼irtue  of  the  citizen  in  the  collection  of  this  tax? 
By  this  distrust  w^  do  him  injustice,  of  which  be 
would  have  a  right  to  complain;  and,  while  we 
give  evidence  of  distrust,  we  afford  the  most  un- 
certain means  for  detection.  But,  admitting  this 
tax  on  the  capacity  would  afford  some  security 
against  fraud,  is  it  necessary  for  this  purpose  to 
continue  the  tax  ?  It  is  not  probable  that  under 
the  additional  duty  any  (if  any,  very  few)  new  dis- 
tilleries will  be  erected.  The  tax  on  the  capacity 
has  been  in  operation  the  present  year.  All  the 
distilleries  that  will  be  employed  the  ensuing  year, 
are  occupied  the  present  year,  and  every  means 
for  the  detection  of  fraud  is  thereby  furnished  to 
the  collectors  that  the  continuation  of  this  tax 
will  afford.  Why,  then,  shall  we  continue  it? 
The  capacities  of  the  distillers  are  known  to  the 
collectors;  a  tax  on  their  capacities,  therefore, 
cannot  give  any  additional  security  to  the  public 
revenue.  As  this  security  is  the  only  argument 
iii  favor  of  the  continuation  of  the  tax  upon  the 
capacity  of  the  still,  and  as  it  must  be  evident 
that  it  can  answer  no  valuable  purpose,  I  trust  it 
will  be  abandoned.  Make  it  necessary,  if  any  new 
distilleries  should  be  erected,  for  the  proprietor  to 
enter  the  capacity  of  his  stills  with  the  collector 
under  a  heavy  penalty. 

This  tax  upon  the  capcity  of  the  still  operates 
the  most  unequally;  i!  depresses  the  smaller  estab- 
lishments to  the  advantage  of  the  lar^fer  ones. 
Although  there  is  a  provision  in  this  bill  some- 
what favorable  to  the  proprietor  of  a  single  still 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  gallons,  it  will  be 
found  of  Tery  little  advantage.  A  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Inoham,)  the  other  day, 
attempted  to  obviate  this  objection  of  inequality, 
by  observing  that  the  smaller  stills  manufacture 
much  more  in  proportion  than  the  larger  ones. 
If  the  gentleman  be  correct,  I  am  utterly  at  a  los» 
to  assign  a  reason  why  all  large  establishments 
prefer  the  largest  stills.  But  if  the  sentleman  be 
m  part  correct,  when  we  advert  to  toe  Increased 
price  of  license  for  a  shorter  term,  we  will  find 
the  advantage  is  greatly  with  the  large  establish- 
ments, who  obtain  licenses  for  the  longest  term. 
In  the  price  of  licen.se,  if  my  recollection  serve 
me,  there  i^  a  difference  of  more  than  one  hundred 
per  cent,  between  the  longest  and  shortest  terms. 
Those  who  own  small  establishments,  from  neces- 
sity, often  obtain  their  licence  for  the  shortest 
term;  they  have  not  materials,  nor  can  they  ob- 
tain them,  to  justify  their  taking  license  for  a 
longer  period. 

There  is  another  objection  against  the  tax  on 
the  capacity  of  the  still,  that  is  well  worthy  of 
consideration.    When  a  license  is  obtained,  al- 


though by  sickness,  or  a  thousand  cootingcocies, 
the  indiTidual  may  be  prcTCnted  from  occupying 
his  establishment,  the  accident  of  fire,  I  believe^ 
is  the  solitary  exception  which  ezcoses  him  from 
the  full  payment  or  his  bond ;  nor  eao  be  obtain 
relief  by  an  extension  of  bis  license. 

We  are  informed  that,  under  the  adnuaistration 
of  Mr.  Adams,  the  excise  was  odious,  and  that  it 
was  found  necessary  to  change  the  ux  from  the 
product  to  the  capacity  of  the  still.  Sir,  it  will  be 
recollected,  that  the  circumstances  under  which 
that  tax  was  first  imposed  were  extremely  objec- 
tionable ;  the  mode  of  its  collection  was  still  more 
obnoxious.  When  the  tax  was  on  the  quantity 
distilled,  the  people  were  dissatisfied.  Whea  it 
was  changed  to  the  capacity  of  the  still,  their  ob- 
jections were  not  remored.  They  did  not  believe 
the  situation  of  the  country  demanded  the  tax. 
But  the  argument,  if  it  prore  anything,  proves 
too  much ;  it  would  require  us  to  lay  the  whole 
tax  upon  the  capacity;  this  has  been  rejected  by 
a  large  majority  of  this  House.  It  appears  to  me, 
a  tax  upon  the  capacity  of  the  still,  and  on  the 
product,  will  subject  us  to  the  ineouFenieoees  of 
both  systems,  without  any  beneficial  eoosequenee 
resulting  therefrom.  I  would  again  beg  leare  to 
repeat,  that  nothing  is  further  from  me  than  a 
wish  to  retrench,  by  my  motion,  the  public  rev- 
enue. I  am  altogether  willing  and  anxioos  to 
obtain  the  utmost  cent  that  can  be  obtained  from 
this  source.  1  believe  domestic  spirits  is  a  proper 
object  of  taxation ;  but  believing,  as  I  do,  that  a 
more  moderate  addition  to  the  present  tax  on  the 
capacity  would  yield  to  the  public  Treasury  a 
much  larger  sum;  and  having  well-grounded  ap- 
prehensions, from  the  operation  of  the  present  tax, 
that  the  proposed  increase  will  rather  lessen  than 
advance  the  revenue  in  the  Western  coon  try,  I 
should  act  a  most  inconsistent  part  if  I  were  not 
to  favor  a  reduction  of  the  tax.  I  hare  no  fean 
that  this  or  any  other  tax  will  meet  with  resist- 
ance in  the  western  country.  Howctct  enor- 
mous the  tax,  the  people  of  the  West  will  submit 
in  silence.  They  will  find  it  ruinous  to  continne 
the  distillation  of  domestic  spirits;  they  will  theic- 
fore  permit  their  establishments  to  remain  unoc- 
cupied without  a  murmur  or  complainL  They 
are  sensible  that  the  present  crisis  is  eventful  to 
their  country;  they  believe  sacrifices  from  the 
people  are  necessary ;  they  are  prepared  to  make 
them.  Of  this  they  have  given  eridenee  that  is 
not  e(^ui vocal. 

Believing  that  it  would  conduce  to  the  interest 
of  the  Qovernment  and  the  people  to  reduce  the 

r reposed  taXj  i  cannot  but  hope  that  the  motioa 
have  submitted  may  obtain. 
Before  the  bill  was  gone  through,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Satuboat,  November  26. 

TAX  ON  DISTELLBD  LIQUORS,  Ac. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit^ 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  tax  bills ;  and,  after  far« 
ther  discussion  thereof,  rose  and  reported  the 
amendments  they  had  made  to  the  bill  ^  to  pro- 
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Tide  •dditiooal  rerenues  for  defray  log  the  ex- 
penses of  Gorernmeot,  and  maintaining  the  public 
credit,  by  doiies  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  and  by  amending  the  act  laying 
duties  on  licensesi  to  distillersof  spirituous  liquors;'' 
which  amendments  the  House  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  take  into  consideration. 

Several  of  the  amendments  were  agreed  to 
without  debate.  Other  Questions  of  amendment 
were  debated  ;  among  which  were  the  following : 

An  amendment  was  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  strike  out  twenty  cents,  the  amount  of 
doty  to  be  paid  on  each  gallon  of  spirits  distilled, 
and  insert  fifteen.  The  question  on  concurring 
in  this  amendment  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
yeas  72,  nays  78,  as  follows: 

TsAs — MesBTB.  Alexander,  AnderM>n»  Bard,  Bayly 
of  Virginia,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clopton,  Conard,  Creighton, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findle^,  Forney,  Frank- 
tin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,Gnffin,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Vifr 
ginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McLean,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Boane,  Sevier^  Sharp,  ShelTey,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Tannehill, 
Thonipson,  Udree,  White,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Masssohusetts, 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Butler, 
Champion,  Chappell,  CUley,  Comstock,  Condict,  Coop- 
er, Cox,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Mssiachnsetts, 
Denoyelles,  Ely,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forsyth,  Gaston,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hawes, 
Hulbert,  IngersoU,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachnsetts, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Leflforts,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Markell,  McKim,  Miller,  Moore,  Moseley, 
Murfree,  Nelson,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Robertson, 
Koggles,  Sage,  Seybert,  Shipherd,  Stockton,  Strong, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  TaUmadge,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Vose, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Web- 
ster, Wheaton,  WUcoz,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Msssa- 
chusetts,  and  Winter. 

So  the  House  disagreed  to  the  amendment 
made  in  Committee. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wiluam  Rebd  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding  to  it  the  following  new 
section : 

And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  if  any  of  the  said 
spirits  (whereupon  sny  of  the  duties  imposed  by  this 
act  shsll  have  been  paid  or  secured  to  be  paid)  shall, 
after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  be  exported  from 
the  United  States  to  any  foreign  port  or  place,  there 
shall  be  an  allowance  to  the  exporters  thereof,  by  way 
of  drawback,  equal  to  the  duties  thereupon,  according 
to  the  rates  by  this  act  imposed,  deducting  therefrom 
half  a  cent  per  gallon,  and  adding  to  the  allowance 
upon  spirils  distilled  withm  the  United  Stetes,  from 
molasses  which  shall  be  so  exported,  ten  eenU  per 

CI  Of  an  equivalent  fir  the  duty  laid  upon  mo- 
;  Provided  akoaye,  That  the  said  aliowsnce 
shall  not  be  made,  luless  the  said  exporter  or  export* 


ers  shall  obsenre  the  regnlationB  hereafter  prescribed: 
And  prcnidid  further.  That  nothing  hsrain  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  slier  the  provisions  in  any  former 
acts,  concerning  drawbacks  or  allowances  in  nstnre 
thereof. 

Mr.  Pickering  mored  to  amend  the  proposed 
amendment  hj  striking  out  the  words  in  italic, 
and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "a  sum 
equivalent  to.'' — Negatired. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  abore  pro- 
posed new  section  was  decided  in  the  negatire. 
For  the  amendment  47,  against  it  99,  as  follows: 

Y%A» — Messrs.  Belies  of  Msssachusetts,  Bsyly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Champion, 
Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts, 
Ely,  Fsrrow,  Gsston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Han- 
son, Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of 
New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovott, 
Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Moseley,  Peanon,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles, 
Sheflby,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Tlwmp- 
son,  Vose,  Wsid  of  Massadiusetts,  Webster,  White, 
Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Msssachusetts. 

Nats — ^Irlessvs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andeison,  Ave- 
ry, Barbour,  Bard,  Bamelt,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Barwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Chapoell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstook,  Condici,  Conaid, 
Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania^ 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Findley, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Flak  of  New  York,  Forney,  Frank- 
lin, Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdm,  Grif&n, 
HsU,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hubbsrd,  Hum- 
phreys, Hulbert,  Ingersoll,  Inghsm,  Irving,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  Maiyknd  Karr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Leflbrts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy, 
McKee,  McKim,  McLesn,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Shipherd,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strang, 
TannehiU,  Taylor,  Telfidr,  Tnmp,  Udiee,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Petmsylvania,  Win- 
ter, and  Yancey. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended. 

Mr.  PicgBBiRo  moved  to  amend  that  part  of 
the  25th  section  of  the  bill  which  pledges  Con- 
gress to  substitute  other  duties  equally  productive, 
if  it  shall  be  deemed  expedient  to  alter,  reduce,  or 
modify  these,  dec.,  hy  striking  out  the  words 
'-other  duties,"  and  in  iiea  thereof  inserting 
*-  other  internal  duiiee  or  taaeeJ' 

This  motion  was  negatived.  For  the  amend- 
ment 27,  against  it  107,  as  follows: 

YsAS— -Messrs.  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Brad- 
bury, Champion,  CUley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Davenport, 
Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Ingersoll,  Kent  of  New  x  ork, 
Lew,  Lovett,  Markell,  Moseley,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Rnggles^  Shipherd,  Sturges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Wsrd  of 
Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Msssachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave- 

S,  Bsrbonr,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brsdley,  Brown, 
orwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Cslhonn,  Cannon,  Chap- 
pell, Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard, 
Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  DaTis  of  Penn^ 

Klvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes. 
irrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Frsnklin,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Griffin, 
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Htiti  Hurii,  HiiibmMki  HttWM,  Eoftau  of  Kbo* 
tnd^,  HoblMcd,  Htafte^^  HmvMlM,  Hnlbert, 
IiiglMLm>  Irvinf,  Ini^,  JickMn  of  Rhode  Umd^  Joto- 
Mn  of  VirginU,  JohMon  of  KnUookf  ,  Kflnned j,  Kraft 
of  Maiyland,  Kerr,  Kerriiew,  Kiiboam,  King  of  Mw 
■adiiiMlti,  King  of  North  CeiolaM«  Lofivta,  Lowndes, 
Ljle,  MeooD,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean, 
Moore,  Mnrftee,  NcImmi,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Puker, 
Pickens,  Piper,  PleiMnto,  Potter,  Williem  Reed,  Rea 
of  Penn^Wente,  Rhea  of  Tennenee,  Rich,  Roane, 
RobertMn,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Shefifo^,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  Pennaylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfiur,  Udree,  Ward 
of  New  Jeraey,  White,  Wflcox,  WUUama,  Wibon  of 
PennsyHaitia,  and  fancey. 

The  same  section  begins  thus :  '*  That  towards 
establishing  an  adeqoate  revenue  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  the  eapemea  of  Government^  for 
the  punctual  payment  of-  the  public  debt,"  dbc^ 
(pledging  the  duties  laid  by  this  act,  for  these 
purposes.) 

Mr.  PiTCiN  mored  to  MMod  this  sectkm  by 
striking  out  the  words  above  staled  in  italic.  For 
the  motion  2d,  agaioat  it  80. 

Mr.  CuLraPBR  thcw  movvd  to  amend  ihe  bill 
by  striking  out  twenty  eenti^  (the  amount  of  duty 
on  each  gallon  of  spirits  distilled^)  and  inserting 
in  lieu  thereof  twelve  and  a  hcdf  cents.  Which 
motion  also  was  negatived  bj*  the  following  vote: 
For  the  motion  41,  against  it  81.  The  bill  was 
then  ordered  to  be  eagrossed  for  a  third  retding. 


TmBASOBT  Dn»AmnsvT,  IVbo.  97, 1814. 


MowoAY)  November  38. 
BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  LowN DEB,  of  South  Caroiina,  from  the  se« 
lect  coiBmiitee  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill 
to  incorporate  the  subscffibers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Statei  of  America,  reported,  that  the  eon- 
mittee  had  had  said  bill  under  consideration,  hut 
not  having  been  able  to  discover  any  means  of 
uniting  the  oonfltetiog  opinions  on  the  subjeet, 
had  therefore  directed  him  to  report  the  bill  with- 
out amendment.  Mr.  L.  also  laid  before  the  Hotise 
a  letter  obtained  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury by  the  committee,  on  the  subjeei  of  the 
amendments  made  to  the  bank  bill. 

The  leiter  is  as  follows: 

WASHivoToy,  Nooimber  87,  1814. 

Sim :  The  committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  which  the  bank  UU  was  reoommitted  on  Fri- 
day last,  have  directed  ne  to  request  you  to  comma- 
nicate  your  opinion,  in  relation  to  the  effect  which  a 
conaideraUe  issue  of  Treasuiy  notes^  (to  which  should 
be  attached  the  quality  of  being  rscaivabte  in  subscrip- 
tions to  the  bank)  might  have  upon  the  credit,  and  par- 
ticularly upon  the  proraects  of  a  loan  for  1816.  As 
the  bill,  as  it  was  refened  to  the  committee,  provides  for 
the  sabseription  of  forty-four  millions  of  Treasury  notes, 
to  form,  with  six  millions  of  specie,  the  capital  of  the 
bank;  any  information  which  you  may  tkuak  proper 
to  give,  either  in  relation  to  the  piacticability  of  gsttmg 
them  into  drcnlation  without  depredation,  or  in  regard 
to  theb  operation  on  any  part  of  onr  fiscal  system 
afterwards,  will  be  very  acceptable.    I  am,  sir,  dce^ 

WfiiUAM  LOWNDES. 

Hon*  SxcssTAmT  or  thb  Tumamv^t^ 


Sim:  I  have  tbehonoi  to  acknowledge  the  reeeiplef 
your  leiter,  requesting,  for  a  committee  of  the  Hooas 
of  Reprseenlatives,  an  opinion  i^Mm  the  foBowin^  ia- 
quiries: 

1.  The  eftet  which  a  considerable  iesoe  ef  Treesory 
notes,  with  the  quality  of  being  receivable  in  subecrip- 
tiens  to  a  Nattenal  Bank,  wiii  have  upon  the  oedil  of 
the  Government ;  and,  particolariy,  upon  the  prsipacte 
ofa  loan  for  1815. 

8.  The  practicability  of  getting  foity-foms  aflbsM  of 
Treasaiy  note%  forming,  with  six  miUioas  of  spcast 
the  capital  for  a  MatioiMl  Bank,  into  circolation,  with- 
out depreciation. 

The  inqniries  of  the  committee  cannot  be  aatiafoc- 
torily  answered,  in  the  abstract,  but  must  be  conaideied 
in  connexion  with  the  state  of  our  finances,  and  the 
state  of  the  public  credit 

When  I  arrived  at  Washington,  the  Tkeaanzy  wis 
suffering  under  every  kind  of  embarrasaaient.  TTw 
demand  upon  it  were  great  in  amount;  vrhite  the 
means  to  satisfy  them  were  comparatively  email,  pre- 
carious in  the  collection,  and  difficult  in  the  applieafioB. 
The  demands  consisted  of  dividends  upon  old  and  new 
fomded  debt,  of  Treasury  notes,  and  of  legialaiire  ap- 
propriations for  the  Army,  the  Navy,  and  the  current 
scsvice ;  all  urgent,  and  important.  The  wasans  con- 
sisted, first,  of  the  fragment  of  an  audiority  to  borrow 
money,  when  nobody  was  disposed  to  lend,  and  to 
issue  Treasury  notes,  which  none  but  neoeesitons  credi- 
ton,  or  contractors,  in  distreai,  or  eommisiaiiiii,  quarterw 
masters,  and  navy  agents,  acting,  as  it  were  ofllcisl^, 
seemed  willing  to  accept :  id.  Of  the  amount  of  bank 
credits,  scattered  thron^ont  the  United  States,  and  prin- 
cipally in  the  Soutiieni  and  Western  banks^  which  had 
been  rendered,  in  a  great  degree,  uselesi^  by  the  stop- 
page of  payments  in  specie,  and  the  consequent  im- 
practicabihty  of  transferring  the  public  fimds  from  one 
place,  to  meet  the  public  engagements  in  another  place : 
8d.  Of  the  current  supply  of  money  from  the  import, 
from  intemsl  duties,  and  from  the  aales  of  pohlie  land  ; 
which  ceased  to  be  a  fonndatfon  of  any  rational  esti- 
mate, or  reserve,  to  provide  even  for  the  dividends  on 
the  fhnded  debt,  when  it  was  found  thst  the  Treaanry 
notes,  (only  requiring,  indeed,  a  cash  psyment  at  the 
distance  cf  a  year)  to  whomsoever  they  were  iacued  at 
the  Treasury,  and  almost  aa  soon  as  they  were  iasaed, 
reached  the  hands  of  the  coilectors,  in  payment  of 
debts,  duties,  and  taxes;  thus  disappointing  and  de- 
feating the  only  remaining  expectations  of  prodnctiTe 
revenue. 

Under  those  circumstances,  (which  I  had  the  honor 
to  oommunicale  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,)  it  became  the  duty  of  this  Department,  to 
endeavor  to  remove  the  immediate  pressure  froon  the 
Treasury;  to  endeavor  to  restore  the  pohlie oodit; 
and  to  endeavor  to  provide  for  the  expsnees  of  the 
ensuing  year.  The  only  measnrss  that  oocuxred  to 
my  mind,  for  the  aecomplishment  of  suck  an  iaie 
portent  object,  have  been  prssented  to  tho  view  of 
Congrsss.  The  aet»  aotiioriaing  the  reeal^  c»f  Trede> 
ury  notes  in  payment  of  snbecriptione  lo  •  pnblie 
loan,  was  passsd,  I  fear,  too  late  to  answer  the  p«^ 
pose  for  which  it  was  designed.  It  promises,  at  thia 
time,  littie  rehe^  eitiier  as  an  instnunent  to  raise 
money,  or  to  absorb  the  daima  for  the  Treaaury  nsiss, 
which  are  daily  beoeming  due.  Frsm  thie  canss^  and 
other  obvious  canses»  the  dlTidend  on  tlm  fssded  debt 
has  not  been  punctually  paid  ( aJargeamauiitelTieaHay 
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hai.  ■li^My  b»>ndkhonwd;  and  the  hope  of 
p««T«Bting  fiirAer  injury  «i|d  ntptomd^  in  tninitrHng 
basineai  iriik  the  Tteatmrjf  is  too  Yinoneiyiaaflford  a 
momentV  eoveolatioii. 

The  eetUftI  condition  of  the  Treeaniy,  thus  deecribed, 
will  serre  to  indicate  the  itata  of  die  pnbKc  credit 
Public  credit  depends,  essentially,  apon  pablic  opinion. 
Tlie  uaoal  test  of  pablic  credit  is,  indeed,  the  Yalue  of 
public  debt.  The  faculty  of  borrowing  money  is  not 
a  teat  of  pablic  credit ;  for  a  ikithless  Government, 
like  a  desperate  indiTidoal,  has  only  to  increase  the 
premium,  according  to  the  exigency,  in  order  to  secare 
a  loan.  Thus,  pablic  opinion,  manifested  in  every  form 
and  in  evey  direction,  hardly  permits  us,  at  the  present 
juncture,  to  speak  of  the  existence  of  public  credit;  and 
yet,  it  is  not  impossible  that  the  Government,  in  the 
resoaroes  of  its  patronage  and  its  pledges,  might  find 
the  means  of  tempting  the  rich  and  the  avaridons  to 
■opply  its  immediate  wants.  If  it  is  now  a  charter  of 
incorporation,  it  may  then  be  a  grant  of  land ;  but, 
alter  all,  immeasunble  tracts  of  the  western  wild 
would  be  exhaosted  in  suocessive  effinrts  to  obtain  pe- 
caniary  aids,  and  still  leave  the  Government 


sitous,  unless  the  foundations  of  public  credit  were  re-   levied. 


sobscriplions  in  Treaaoiy  notes;  and  a  g«D«nl  do* 
pression  in  the  value  of  the  public  debt  will  inevitahly 
ensae. 

Becauie,  the  very  proposition  of  making  a  consider^ 
able  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  even  with  the  quality  of 
being  subscribed  to  a  National  Bank,  can  only  be  re- 
garded as  an  experiment,  on  which  it  seems  dangerous 
to  rely;  the  Treasury  notes  mu«t  be  purchased  at 
par,  with  money;  a  new  set  of  creditors  are  to  be 
created ;  it  may,  or  it  may  not,  be  deemed  an  object  of 
speculation,  by  the  money  holders,  to  subscribe  to  the ' 
bank ;  the  result  of  the  experiment  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained, until  it  will  be  too  late  to  provide  a  remedy,  in 
the  case  of  failure;  while  the  cradit  of  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  afitcted  by  every  cifcumataBoa  whidk- 
keeps  the  eflicaey  of  its  fiseal  operatioas  in  suspense  or* 
doubt. 

Because,  the  prospect  of  a  loan,  ibr  the  year  ISld^ 
without  the  aid  of  a  bank,  is  faint  and  uapioniist&g ; 
except,  perhaps,  so  far  as  tiie  pledge  of  a  specific  tax 
may  succeed ;  and  then,  it  must  be  recollected,  that  a 
considerable  supply  of  money  ^1  be  required  Ibr  tha 
was,  beyond  the  whole  amount  of  the  taxee  lo  bo 


established,  and  maintained.  In  the  measuree,  therefore, 
which  it  has  been  n|y  duty  to  suggest,  I  have  en- 
deavored to  introduce  a  permanent  plan  for  reviving 
the  public  credit ;  of  which  the  focility  of  borrowing 
money,  in  anticipation  of  settled  and  productive  reve- 
nues, is  only  an  incident,  although  it  is  an  incident 
as  durable  as  the  plan  itseUl  The  outline  seemed  to 
embrace  whatever  was  requisite,  to  leave  no  doubt 
upon  the  power  and  the  disposition  of  Government,  in 
relation  to  its  pecuniary  engagements,  to  diminish, 
and  not  to  augment  the  amount  of  public  debts,  in  the 
hands  of  individuals,  and  to  create  general  confidence, 
rather  by  the  manner  of  treating  the  claims  of  the 
present  dass  of  creditors,  than  by  the  manner  of  con- 
ciliating the  fiivor  of  a  new  dass. 

With  these  explanatory  remarks,  sir,  I  proceed  to 
answer,  spedfically,  the  questions  which  you  have 
pr<^Kioed: 

1.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  considerable  issues  of 
Treasury  notes,  with  the  quality  of  being  receivable  in 
subecriptions  to  a  National  Bank,  will  have  an  injurious 
effect  upon  the  credit  of  the  Government ;  and,  also^ 
upon  the  projects  of  a  loan  for  1816. 

Because,  it  will  confer,  gratnitoosly,  an  advantaga 
upon  a  dasaof  new  cnditori,over  the  preaeiU  creditors, 
of  the  Government,  standing  on  a  footing  of  at  leaat 
equal  merit. 

Becauaa,  it  will  exdte  general  dissatisfaction  among 
the  preeent  holders  of  the  public  debt ;  and,  generally, 
distrust  among  the  capitalists,  who  are  accustomsd  to 
advance  their  money  to  the  Government. 

Because,  a  qusiity  of  subscribing  to  the  National 
Bank,  attached  to  Treasury  notes,  exclusively,  will  tend 
to  depreciate  the  value  of  all  public  debt,  not  possess- 
ing that  quality ;  and  whatever  depredates  the  value 
of  the  pablic  debt  in  this  way,  must  necessarily  impair 
the  public  credit. 

Because,  the  spede  capital  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  so  for  as  it  may  be  deemed  applicable 
to  investments  in  the  pablic  stocks,  has  already,  in  a 
great  measure,  been  so  vested;  the  holders  of  the 
present  debt  will  be  unable  to  become  subscrihns  to 
the  bank,  (if  that  oiyapt  should,  eventually,  prove  de- 
nnble,)  without  sellmg  thdr  stock  at  a  depredated 
rate,  in  order  to  procure  the  whole  amount  of  thairi 


Because,  if  the  Wan  for  the  year  1816  be  mad*  to 
depend  upon  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes*  subscrihaWfi 
to  the  National  Bank,  it  will  prdMbly  fail,  for  the  r^ar 
sons  which  have  ahready  been  suggested ;  and,  if  the 
loan  be  independent  of  that  operation,  a  considarable, 
isso^  of  Treasury  notes^  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a 
bank  capital^  must,  it  is  believed,  deprive  the  Govern* 
ment  of  every  chance  of  raiaing  m<mf  y  in  any  other 
manner*  r 

2.  I  aa^  of  opinion,  thft  it  will  b^  extiemelgr  difficnl^ 
if  not  impractioahl^  to  gel  forty-ibar  miltidoa  of  Trea»> 
ury  notes  (foming,  with  six  miUions  of  specify  the 
capital  of  a  National  Bank)  into  drcnlatio9,  with  or 
without  depredation. 

Because,  if  the  subscription  to  the  bank  bmwiuns  an 
object  of  speculation,  the  Treasmy  notes  will  probably 
be  purohased  at  the  Treasuiyi  and  at  the  loan  ofiloee, 
and  never  pass  into  circulation  at  alL 

Because^  whatever  portion  of  the  Treasury  notes 
might  pass  into  circulation,  would  be  speedily  with- 
drawn, by  the  speculators  in  the  subscription  to  the 
bank,  after  arts  had  been  employed  to  depredate  their 
value. 

Because,  it  is  not  believed,  that,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  public  credit,  forty-four  millions  of  Treasury 
notes,  can  be  sent  into  circulation.  The  only  difibr- 
ence  between  the  Treasury  notes  now  issued,  and  dis- 
honored, and  those  proposed  to  be  issued,  consists  in 
the  subscribable  quality;  but  reaeons  have  already 
been  asmgned  for  an  opinion,  that  this  diflbrence  does 
not  afford  such  confidence  in  the  experiment,  as  seema 
requidte  to  justify  a  reliance  upon  it,  for  accomplish- 
ing some  of  the  most  interesting  objects  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

I  must  beg  you,  sir,  to  pardon  the  haste  with  which 
I  have  written  these  general  answers  to  your  inquiries. 
But,  knowing  the  importance  of  time,  and  feeling  a 
desire  to  avoid  every  appearance  of  contributing  to  the 
loss  of  a  moment,  I  have  chosen  rather  to  rest  upon 
the  intelligence  and  candor  of  the  committee,  than  to 
enter  upon  a  more  labored  investigation  of  th^  subject 
referred  to.    I  have  the  honor,  Ac, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

WiLLiAX  Lowanxs,  Esq* 

A  motion  wu  made  by  Mr«  Hj^sou  to  ptini 
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the  letter ;  wbich  motioo  beiog  objected  to,  was 
declared  not  to  be  in  order  at  this  time. 

The  Hou«e  proceeded  to  the  consideratioD  of 
the  bill. 

The  qoestioD  depeodiDg  when  tbe  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  dow  recurred.  It 
was  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Gaston  to  strike  out  fifty 
millions,  (the  proposed  capital  of  the  bank.)  and 
insert  twenty. 

This  motion  was  immediately  decided  without 
debate — for  tbe  motioo  54,  against  it  85,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ybas — Messn.  Baylies  of  Msssarhwsrtts,  Bigelow, 
B6jd,  Bndbary,  Bngham,  Cillcy,  Cox,  Colpeper,  Da- 
venport, £ly,  Fairow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gbolaon,  (iood- 
^D,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  HaJe,  Hanson,  Hungerlbidf 
Holbert,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massa- 
chnsetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lorett,  MarkeU^  McKee,  Miller, 
lioseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  R«Bd,  Willism  Reed,  Rogglcs,  Schoieman,  8ey- 
bert,  Sheffey,  SUnfoid,  StodLton,  Storges,  Taggart, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Wilson  of  Msssachnsetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  A]ston«  Anderson,  Atcij, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Bur- 
well,  Batler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell, 
Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Consrd,  Crawford, 
Cretghton,  Crouch,  Cuthliert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Denoyelles,  Desha,  Esrle,  Bppes,  Evsns,  Find- 
ley,  Fisk  of  Vennont,  Fisk  of  New  Yoik,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hssbrouck, 
Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilbonm,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Leffeits, 
Lowndes,  Lvie,  McCoy,  McLesn,  Moore,  Mnrfree, 
Newton,  Pickens,  Piper,  Plessants,  Res  of  Pennsylva- 
nis,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Ssge, 
Sevier,  Sharp,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Telftir, 
Troopy  Udree,  Waid  of  New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Lowndes  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  fifty  and  inserting  thirty  millions, 
which  question  was  decided  without  debate.  For 
the  motion  77,  against  it  66,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Barbour,  Bard,  Baylies 
of  Massachusetts,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  BurweU, 
Cannon,  CiUey,  Cox,  Culpsper,  Cuthtet,  Davenport, 
Davis  of  Maisachusetts,  Desha,  Earle,  Ely,  Evans, 
Farrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hungedbrd,  Hul- 
bert,  living,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kershaw,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lewi%  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Maoon,  Markell,  McKee, 
McKim,  Miller,  Moseley,  Newton,  Oakley,  Pearson, 
Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleassnts,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Rich,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Schureman, 
Seybert,  Sheffey,  Skinner,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheston,  White,  Wil- 
cox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bamett, 
Bines,  Bowsn,  Brown,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Chappell, 
Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawfoid, 
Creighton,  Crouch,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  De- 
noyelles, Enpes,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Franklin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hall,  Harris,  Hssbrouck, 
Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hnmplueys, 


IngeraoU,  Ingfaam,  Kcrr,Kilbonni,  Kingof  Ifoilfa  Oai- 
olina,  L^Sbrts,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McLeanit  Moove^  Mnrfree, 
Parker,  Picksos,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tea- 
nesMO,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharps  Shiplierd,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvsnis,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strongs  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Teliair,  Tnmp,  Udree,  Williaras,  Wilson  of 
Pennijivania,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  determined  to  reduce  the  capital 
of  the  bank  to  thirty  millions. 

Mr.  Low!«DE8  then  suggested  several  amend- 
ments, to  make  other  parts  of  the  bill  correspmid- 
ent  with  the  amendment  just  made;  which  were 
agreed  to.  • 

Mr.  Eabton  then  moved  an  ameodmentto  the 
bill,  and  spoke  some  time  in  support  of  it,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was,  to  require  the  directors  of  the 
bank,  at  anv  time  when  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  should  be  subscribed  and  paid  io,  or  held, 
by  citizens  of  Missouri  Territory,  and  when  the 
same  shall  be  required  by  three-foorths  of  such 
stockholders,  to  establish  an  office  of  discount 
and  deposite  at  St.  Louis  in  the  Missonri  Terri- 
tory. 

This  motioo  was  supported  also  in  a  cogent 
manner  by  Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentucky. 

It  was  however  n^atived,  27  only  rising  in 
favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Hanson,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  H.  said,  he  was  not  less  alire  to  the  critical 
and  awful  conditionof  the  country,  than  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  whose  letter  bad  been  just 
read  oy  the  Clerk.  The  picture  he  had  painted 
of  our  financial  a  flairs  was  not  more  frightful 
than  the  reality.  In  some  features  it  fell  short 
of  the  original.  Not  only  had  Goveinmeat  bills 
been  dishonored,  and  the  interest  of  tbe  public 
debt  remained  unpaid,  as  stated  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  hot  facts  were  within  the  know- 
ledge of  Mr.  it.  still  more  disreputable  and  de- 
grading to  the  Administration.  So  completely 
empty  was  the  Treasury,  and  destitute  of  credit, 
that  funds  could  not  be  obtained  to  defray  the 
current  ordinary  expenses  of  the  different  Depart- 
ments. Disgraceful,  humiliating  as  the  fact  was, 
it  ouffht  not  to  be  concealed  from  the  nation,  and 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  state  to  the  HoQse,  that  the 
Department  of  State  was  so  bare  of  money  as  to 
be  unable  to  pay  even  its  stationery  btll.  The 
Government  was  subsisting  upon  the  drainings 
of  unchartered  banks  in  the  District,  who  felt 
themselves  compelled  to  contribute  their  means, 
lest  the  rod,  in  terrorem,  which  was  held  over 
them,  should  be  applied,  and  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion refused.  Yes,  it  was  well  known  to  the  cit- 
izens of  tbe  District,  that  tbe  Treasury  was  oblig- 
ed to  borrow  pitiful  sums,  which  it  would  disgrace 
a  merchant  in  tolerable  credit  to  ask  for. 

Mr.  H.  mentioned  the  instance  of  an  acceptance 
of  $3,500,  which  the  War  Department  was  aoable 
to  pay,  and  persuaded  a  bank  in  Georgetown  to 
pay  for  them.  He  mentioned  several  acceptances, 
which  lie  himself  had  seen,  for  large  amounts, 
which  had  been  protested  hv  the  public  notary. 
The  Paymaster  was  unable  t^Sneet  demands  for 
paltry  amouuts^not  even  for  $30,  which  was  a 
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well  established  fact.  He  spoke  also  of  the  fail- 
ure to  meet  the  public  eog^agementsat  New  York 
and  Philadelphia.  He  said  he  was  apprized,  sev- 
eral da^s  in  advance, of  the  explosion  which  hap- 
pened in  the  latter  place,  and  had  attempted  to 
take  the  floor  several  davs  past,  to  prefNsre  the 
House  for  the  event,  bat  he  had  not  been  so  for- 
tunate  as  to  catch  the  Speaker's  eje.  In  short, 
it  was  difficult  to  conceive  a  situation  more  crit- 
ical and  perilous,  than  that  of  the  Government 
at  this  moment,  without  money,  without  credit, 
and  destitute  of  the  means  of  defending  the 
country. 

Under  such  circumstapces,  I  agree,  said  Mr.  H., 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  not  a 
moment  should  be  lost  in  exerting  the  Constitu- 
tional power  of  Congress  to  its  utmost  energy, 
to  checir,  or  turn  aside  this  evil  current  of  events, 
which  threatens  to  overwhelm  the  nation.  Not 
a  moment  was  to  be  lost  in  preventing,  if  possi- 
ble, further  mischief,  and  in  repairing  what  was 
already  done.  But  if  an  opinion  was  to  be  formed 
of  the  future,  from  the  past  proceedings  of  the 
House,  there  was  little  ground  for  hope.    Con- 

fress  was  in  the  third  month  of  its  session ;  it  had 
een  convened  under  circumstances  appealing  to 
whatever  of  spirit  and  patriotism  there  was  in  the 
coantry,addres8ing  themselves  with  peculiar  force 
to  the  authors  of  our  calamities — the  party  in 
power.    What  had  been  done  towards  discharg- 
ing the  interesting  and  sacred  trust  reposed  in  the 
representatives  of  the  people — the  guardians  of 
the  national  honor  and  safety  ?    The  House  was 
daily  involved  in  useless  wrangling  debates,  which 
from  all  appearance  were  likely  to  result  in  noth- 
ing but  wordsy  and  abortive  attempu  at  action. 
While  the  doctors  are  disputing^  said  Mr.  H., 
about  the  medicines  to  be  administered,  the  pa- 
tient is  rapidlv  approaching  to  its  last  breath.   It 
cannot  be  said  of  me,  sir,  that  I  have  thrown  ob- 
structions In  the  way  of  the  ruling  party.    So  far 
from  it,  I  have  abstained  purposely  from  taking 
part  in  many  interesting  debates,  in  the  hope  that 
action  would  be  substituted  for  words,  and  from 
an  unwillingness  to  consume  time,  every  moment 
of  which  I  deemed  precious  to  the  country.  Such 
is  my  ardent  desire  to  economise  time,  as  far  as 
is  consistent  with  intelligent  legislation,  that  I 
would  not  now  claim  the  attention  of  the  House, 
but  that  my  [Mitience  is  exhausted.    I  have  wait- 
ed, and  in  vain,  to  see  this  pernicious  measure 
consigned  to  the  fate  which  evidently  awaits  it, 
and  to  see  some  other  feasible  plan,  which  the 
discretion  and  good  sense  of  the  House  can  sanc- 
tion, introduced  in  its  place.    I  can  remain  silent 
no  longer.    Its  palpable  deformity,  its  utter  inad- 
equacy to  the  ends  proposed,  and  its  destructive 
tendency,  seem  to  be  apparent  to  a  large  majority 
of  the  House,  who  are  impatient  to  despatch  it. 
A  scheme  so  absurd  and  visionary,  could  have 
been  looked  for  from  no  other  quarter  than  that 
which  produced  it ;  and  I  am  glad  to  see  that 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  have 
at  last  collected  the  courage,  and  manifested  their 
determination  to  pursue  what  they  call  an  ignis 
fatuua  (Mr.  Calhodn)  no  further.     An  ignis 


fatuus^  truly,  sir,  and  which,  like  other  jaek-o'- 
lanterns,  engeodered  in  the  fens  of  party,  will 
play  about  the  surface  of  those  stagnated  pools 
until  it  sinks,  and  is  extinguished.  It  was  this 
same  bold  and  false  prophet  who  led  us  into  Can* 
ada,  to  conquer  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights;  and 
such  is  the  sanguine  nature  of  the  late  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  that  I 
have  not  a  doubt,  even  now,  he  would  contract,  if 
he  could  find  security  for  the  forfeiture,  to  capture, 
in  six  weeks,  more  or  less,  the  whole  British  army, 
and  deliver  them,  bound  hand  and  foot,  at  the 
Capitol. 

The  Speaksr  called  to  order,  conceiving  the 
remarks  to  be  personal. 

Mr.  Hanson  said,  that  hitherto  he  had  with 
pleasure  paid  the  most  scrupulous  regard  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Chair,  and  bowed  cheerfully  to 
its  decisions,  but  on  this  occasion  he  roust  be 
allowed  to  susgest  that  the  latitude  usually  in- 
dulged in  such  discussions  was  favorable  to  the 
course  now  taken  in  debate.  Besides,  the  honor- 
able Speaker  would  recollect,  upon  this  very 
question,  the  liberty  contended  for  had  been  en- 
joyed by  the  other  side  of  the  House  in  a  degree 
and  mode  not  now  proposed  to  be  transcended. 

The  Speaker  said  his  anxiety  to  exclude  every 
thing  like  personality  from  debate,  and  a  convic- 
tion that  the  rule  of  the  House  supported  his 
opinion,  were  sufficient  reasons  for  his  adhering 
to  his  decision.  And  it  was  due  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  to  say,  that  he  had  always 
paid  that  respect  to  the  Chair,  which  was  so 
necessary  in  supporting  its  dignity,  and  that  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Hanson  acquiesced.  He  knew  of  nothing 
more  visionary  than  the  idea  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  that,  in  the  present  depre* 
ciated  state  of  the  public  credit  and  finances,  the 
enormous  sum  of  forty-four  millions  of  Treasury 
notes  could  be  put  in  circulation.  A  scheme  of  a 
paper  medium  so  stupendous,  at  a  time  so  critical, 
destroyed  every  hope  of  extricating  the  country. 
If  sanctioned  by  the  House,  so  far  irom  relieving 
the  nation,  it  would  plunge  it  into  still  deeper 
difficulties.  He  looked  with  horror  and  dismay 
at  the  project,  and  was  most  of  all  astonished 
that  the  House  treated  it  with  the  respect  of  en- 
tertaining it  one  day  in  debate. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  H^  my  opposition  to  this  gigan- 
tic, ricketty,  deformed  project^  cannot  be  ascribed 
to  a  sinister  design  to  embarrass  the  Qovernment, 
and  prevent  the  relief  necessarv  to  be  afforded, 
and  speedily  to  be  afforded,  to  its  finances.  I  know, 
sir,  the  country  cannot  be  defended,  it  will  be 
out  of  the  power  of  the  Grovernment  to  save  it, 
if  they  are  so  disposed,  unless  the  Treasury  is  re* 
lieved.  My  opposition  to  the  bill  proceeds  from 
my  extreme  anxiety,  to  place  it  in  the  power  of 
those  who  direct  the  Government,  to  defend  and 
save  the  country.  I  will  permit  no  man  in  this 
nation  to  take  precedence  of  me,  in  straining 
every  nerve,  and^stretching  the  Constitution  to 
the  utmost  limit  of  liberal  interpretation,  to  im- 
part the  power  requisite  to  defend  the  country, 
and  maintain  its  righu  of  sovereignty  and  soil ; 
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but  I  will  embark  id  no  rash  and  desperate  meas* 
nrcs,  which  will  pat  erery thing  at  hazard,  and 
entail  inDombered  woes  apon  posterity.  *^  Des- 
perate situatioDs  prodaoe  desperate  councils  and 
desperate  measaren  P  Bot  it  is  in  saeh  times 
that  men  of  rirtoe,  reflection,  and  wisdom,  are 
etvecially  called  on  to  look  with  dispassionate 
calmness  on  the  state  of  affairs,  and  to  oppose 
with  firmness  all  expedients  which  are  calca- 
kted  to  increase,  instead  of  diminishing  the  evili 
to  be  remedied.  At  a  period  like  the  present, 
when  "  men  are  as  much  blinded  by  the  extremes 
of  misery,"  as,  in  times  past,  they  hare  been  in- 
toxicated with  the  extreme  or  prosperity,  thecor- 
rectiTe  of  sober  jadgment  and  wholesome  inquiry 
is  more  necessary  to  prerent  irremediable  mis- 
chief than  to  guard  against  probable  reverses.  It 
has  been  said  that  ^  great  distress  never  has  hith- 
erto taught,  and,  while  the  world  lasts,  never  will 
teach  lessons  of  wisdom  to  mankind."  But,  if 
wisdom  in  our  councils  cannot  be  assured  by  past 
calamities,  we  may  at  letst  avoid  a  pitfall  which 
is  visible  to  the  dullest  vision. 

I  say  again,  and  again,  sir,  my  undisguised, 
avowed  object  is,  to  defend  the  country,  and,  if 
it  be  not  too  late,  under  Providence,  to  preserve 
it  by  prompt,  and  wise,  and  vigorous  Constitu- 
tional  measures.   I  am  not  ignorant  that  the  first 
and   indispensable  step  towards  defending  the 
country,  is  the  recovery  of  public  credit,  and  the 
disembarrassment  of  the  finances.   But  I  do  fear, 
without  a  united  effort  in  this  House  and  through- 
out this  nation  to  restore  confidence  in  the  Treas- 
ury, every  attempt  to  reinstate  the  finances  will 
prove  abortive.    I  entertain  the  opinion,  formed 
after  much  reflection  and  a  free  intercnange  of 
sentiment  with  enlightened  men.  that,  unless  a 
general  and  generous  effort  is  made  by  all  parties 
to  revive  the  expiring  credit  of  the  Treasury,  it 
will  eoDtinue  to  languish,  daily  to  depreciate,  un- 
til I  would  say  the  credit  of  Jacob  Barker  him- 
self, if  it  were  not  attaehing  more  importance  to 
him  than  he  merits,  will  be  high,  compared  with 
that  of  the  CSovernment,  in  the  money  market. 
Under  this  strong  conviction,  and  knowing,  as 
every  man  in  the  nation  most  know,  that  the 
country  cannot  be  defended  without  the  ways  and 
means,  and,  as  far  as  depends  on  me,  being  re- 
solved at  every  hazard  and  extremity  consistently 
with  civil  liberty  and  the  Constitution,  to  pre- 
serve, tmimpaired.  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  na- 
tion, I  therefore  shall  co-operate  in  ail  measures 
to  defend  the  eountrv.    This  can  only  be  done 
by  reproducing  and  bracing  the  main  sinew  of 
war — money,  public  credit — without  which,  the 
nation  will  be  delivered  up,  bound  hand  and  foot, 
to  the  enemy,  unless  rescued  by  the  energy  of  the 
respective  State  sovereignties.     When   things 
come  to  the  worst,  the  States  can  and  will  defend 
themselves,  I  have  no  doubt ;  but  my  object  is  to 
defend  the  country  under  the  Constitution,  and 
to  prevent  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  which  is 
meviiable,  if  the  means  are  nof  provided  to  ena- 
ble the  Qenerii  Government  to  defend  the  States. 
If  the  means  are  supplied,  and  they  are  still  mis- 
applied and  wasted  in  fruitless  attempu  at  con- 


Soest,  the  Stales  must,  of  necessity,  take  their 
efenee  into  their  own  hands.    But  tho  condi- 
tion of  the  country  is  so  critical,  I  see  no  choice 
but  to  take  the  chance  of  a  correct  application  of 
means  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal <>f  the  Govern- 
ment*  The  charge  never  sh«l  be  brought  igainst 
me,  that  I  folded  my  arms  and  looked  on  aa  in- 
different spectator,  while  the  couatrf  was  sink* 
ing.    The  men  in  power  shall  never  be  aUe  to 
throw  opoB  me  any  portion  of  the  blame  of  not 
extricating  the  country  from  the  diflicailies  into 
which  their  incompetency  and  folly  hare  plunged 
it.    It  will  be  demanded  of  them  to  return  the 
Government  pure  and  undefiled,  as  they  received 
it.    D^rading  terms  of  peace  I  will  nerer  agree 
to;  and  if  our  rights  and  honor  are  to  be  sacri- 
ficed, they  shall  never  have  it  to  say  they  were 
so  sacrificed,  because  I,  as  one  of  the  minority, 
withheld   from  them  the  means  of  preserving 
them.    No;  they  shall  have  the  means,  as  far  as 
I  can  give  them.    I  will  bear  my  portion  of  the 
odium  of  their  measures  for  defence,  wbera  they 
do  not  trench  upon  the  Constitution.   When  they 
do  so  trench ;  when  their  measures  go  to  pros- 
trate civil  liberty,  and  overthrow  the  Coostiin- 
tioo.  I  will  resist  them,  and  recommend  resistance 
to  the  people.   I  will  draw  the  sword  to  pot  down 
and  punish  usurpation  and  tyranny  at  home,  with 
the  same  alacrity  that  I  would  rush  to  the  wa- 
ter's edge,  to  rep«  the  invading  foe.    I  now  fear 
nothing  from  usurpation,  because  we  are  now 
free  and  able  to  resist  it  successfully.  The  attempt 
will  prove  that  both  the  physical  and  numerical 
strength  of  the  country  lies  where  it  ought  to  lie, 
because  it  will  never  lie  exerted  except  in  defence 
of  the  country  and  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
Subjugation  by  a  foreign  Power  can  lutrdlf  be 
deemed  an  evil,  compared  with  domestic  despot- 
ism and  slavery*  The  fore^  yoke  may  be  broiren 
and  thrown  ofl(  but  the  chains  ri vetted  upon  a  peo- 
ple by  their  own  tyrants,  are  diftcalt  to  be  loos- 
ened and  destroy^.    It  will  be  unavailing,  and 
worse  than  unavailing,  to  put  the  country  in  a  pos- 
ture to  meet  the  enemy  without,  if  a  more  dan- 
gerous enemy  within  is  permitted  quietly,  and  at 
his  leisure,  to  reduce  this  people  to  a  state  of  ig- 
nominious bondage. 

in  coming  to  the  determination  to  grant  the  sup- 
plies asked  for  to  defend  the  country,  I  maintain 
I  am  neither  inconsistent  with  myself,  faithless 
to  my  friends,  nor  false  to  my  country.  The 
highest  temporal  obligations,  according  to  my 
moral  sense,  and  the  soundest  policy,  according 
to  my  judgmentjipprovethecourse  I  nave  marked 
out  tot  myself.  The  reason  is  obvious  why  I  shall 
abstain  from  a  particular  discussion  of  the  pcmts 
of  difference  between  me  and  some  of  my  politi- 
cal friends.  Hither  being  wron^,  1  know  it  is  for 
me  to  wait  the  award  of  an  enlightened  and  vir- 
tuous community,  having  no  ottier  palliation  to 
offer,  than  that,  it  I  have  erred,  it  is  my  firm  con- 
viction I  have  erred  on  the  side  of  the  best  inter- 
ests of  my  country.  We,  no  doubt,  aim  at  the 
same  goal,  but  choose  dilKtent  routes  to  arrive  at 
it,  1  am  perfectly  sure  that  we  all  prefer  our 
country  to  ourselves,  its  good  to  our  owo  gratifi* 
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cstieiiw  Tbat  mj  poihieftl  frieadiv  io  eommtm 
with  me,  bare  a  siogto  eye  to  the  safety  and  last* 
ing  bappMest  of  the  nation,  cannot  be  doubted. 
We  aia  alike  anxious,  and  resoired,  if  possible, 
thongh  we  may  differ  in  some  respeotn  aooat  the 
means,  to  sare  theeountry«  When  I  sav  eoaa- 
try,  I,  of  eourae^  do  not  mean  those  feil  destroy- 
ers of  iu  rights,  peace,  safitty,  and  honor,  whose 
misdeeds  hnTe  brought  upon  the  people  the  suf- 
fering under  which  they  smart,  the  burdens  which 
force  frooi  them  deep  groans  which  are  heard 
througboBt  the  land.  No  man  feels  a  more  tho- 
rough sovereiga  contempt  for  tbe  wicked  authors 
of  our  aflEliotions  than  I  do ;  and  if  it  is  said,  in 
contributing  to  the  relief  and  saWation  of  the 
country,  I  incidentally  reliere  them,  I  justify,  by 
replying,  even  such  men  must  be  relieved  in  pref- 
erence to  certain  national  bankruptcy,  and  the 
OTertbrow  of  the  freest  form  of  Qoyeromeat 
known  on  the  fflobe.  Let  tbe  tempest-beaten 
▼essel  of  State  be  first  brought  into  port,  I  will 
then  join  gentlemen  in  throwing  the  treacherous 
pilot  overmiard.  Now  is  not  the  time  to  put  all 
at  hazard  by  rash  and  untried  acts  of  violence. 
Tlie  ship  is  sinking.  I  will  give  a  band  to  the 
pamp.    The  temple  is  iu  flames,  I  will  hand  a 

Such  ia  the  perilous  sitiMtioii  of  the  country, 
visible  to  every  eye,  and  plain  to  every  under* 
standing^  that  unless  a  combined  effort  is  made  to 
rescue  us  from;  the  dan|(era  which  are  seen  on  all 
sides,  I  do  fear  our  ease  is  desperate^  our  ruin  irre- 
trieyable,  that  we  are  lost  irreeoverablv*    Buti 
sir,  while  there  is  yet  life  there  is  still  hope.    I 
will  not,  must  not,  ciorf  not,  abandon  the  country. 
If  deserted  by  its  true  friends  now,  it  will  sink  so 
low,  that  it  cannot  hereafter,  under  the  guidance 
of  other  couneils,  be  re-elevated  to  that  pinnacle 
of  honor,  dignity y  and  glory,  from  which  it  has 
been  dashed  by  heartlMs  and  corrupt  men  in 
their  despicable  contests  for  personal  aggrandize- 
ment.   If  the  country,  two  years  hence,  is  to  be 
governed  by  wiser  and  abler  men,  I  see  no  reason 
to  conceal  the  opinion  that  the  sooner  a  good  and 
suffieieat  system  of  revenue  and  a  well  regulated 
bank  are  organized  the  better.    They  will  be  ne* 
cessary  instruments  for  those  who  may  succeed 
the  authors  of  the  burdens,  which  mosteonstitute 
the  basts  of  a  system  imparting  efficiency  and 
ability  to  the  national  finances.    If  we  can  save 
the  vessel  of  State  from  being  wholly  wrecked, 
the  easier  it  will  be  to  repair  and  rig  her  out 
again.    But  most  certain  it  is,  if  our  affairs  are 
su&red  to  goon  in  their  present  downward  course, 
a  few  months  hence,  I  might  j»oint  to  the  naked, 
crumbling  columns  of  your  Capitol  as  a  type  or 
symbol  of  the  Qevernment. 

Let)  then,  a  united  effort  be  made  to  save  the 
country.  But,  at  the  same  tame,  be  it  understood 
that  we  are  not  to  withdraw  our  opposition  to 
those  unconstitutional  measures^  and  that  perai- 
clous  policy  of  Government,  which  are  adopted 
with  no  other  view  than  that  the  party  in  power 
may  be  more  firmly  seated  in  power,  and  the  b«t^ 
ter  enabled  to  persevere  in  their  mischieroue  ea- 
This  we  cannot  do,  without  abandooiag 


ouf  most  saered  duties^  without  a  base  derelletioB 
of  those  well  tried  prmciples  which  have  stood 
every  test  and  passed  through  every  ordeal  for  a 
long  series  of  years.  No.  sir,  we  cannot  be  ex* 
pected  to  add  fuel  to  the  flame  by  which  we  our- 
selves are  consumed ;  to  feed  the  fever  which  is 
raging  in  our  veins ;  to  become  the  architects  of 
our  own  ruin ;  to  assist  in  forging  chains  for  pos* 
terity,  if  not  for  ourselves. 

I  confess,  sir,  I  have  the  less  difficulty  in  voting 
supplies,  and  uniting  to  recover  public  credit, 
since  the  disclosures  made  to  the  House  by  the 
President  in  relation  to  the  discussions  at  Ghent. 
Anterior  to  that  communication,  the  resolution 
had  been  formed,  as  far  as  I  might  be  supposed 
to  be  entitled  to  political  consideration,  to  join  in 
measures  for  defence.    Although  I  believed  the 
war  was  unjust  and  wicked  in  its  origin,  yet  a 
state  of  thinffs  had  arisen  out  of  the  revolution 
in  Europe,  tne  threats  of  devastation  by  the  en- 
emy, and  his  increased  ability  to  execute  his  meu- 
aces,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to  unite  iu  ob'- 
jects  of  defence,  and  to  strengthen  the  arm  of 
Government  for  that  purpose.     Although  de- 
clared^  the  war  is  not  now  eofUinued  from  mo- 
tives and  designs  foreign  to  this  people.    On  the 
coiktrary,  the  Administration  has  humbled  itself, 
tQ  a  degree  exciting  commiseration,  to  obtain' 
peace.    Without  violating  "  the  injunction  of  se* 
crecy,**  which  locks  up  from  the  eye  of  the  people 
the  most  interesting  part  of  the  despatches,  I  will 
advert  merely  to  such  parts  as  are  public.    I  say, 
theO)  I  have  the  less  difficulty  io  voting  sup- 
plies, because  the  Administration  has  chaaffed  its 
ground  since  the  revolution  in  Europe,  and  come 
over  to  my  opinion  and  views  of  the  fair  terms  of 
peace.    As  tbe  contest  now  stands  the  question 
of  blockade  no  longer  presents  difficulties.    That 
of  impressment,  ay,  or  tmpreMincn^  is  abandon- 
ed by  the  very  authors  themselves  or  the  cabalis- 
tic words  "  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights  !*'    The 
Napoleon  notion  of  floatins^  colonies  is  also  dis- 
carded, since  its  author  has  himself  been  consigned 
to  a  state  of  colonial  dependence,  being  struck 
from  the  list  of  continental  potentates,  though  he 
preserves  all  the  forms  of  royalty  in  his  little 
kingdom,  not  so  large  as  the  possessions  of  some 
of  our  Southern  dons,  with  their  thousands  of 
acres  and  battalions  of  blacks.    The  question  of 
"  free  ships,  free  goods,"  is  also  put  at  rest.    The 
right  of  visit  and  search  is  impliedly  conceded, 
and  the  flac  is  not  to  cover  the  crew.    It  is  not 
three  months,  sir,  since  I  myself  saw  *'  free  trade 
and  sailors'  rights,"  floating  inproud  defiance  on 
your  flagat  the  battery  of  the  White-House.  The 
mystic  words  were  written  on  the  star  spangled 
banner,  which  our  naval  heroes  carried  into  the 
very  British  Channel,  where  it  waved  in  triumph. 
Bu^  alas !  your  Hulls,  Decaturs,  Perrys,  and  Mc- 
Donoughs,  now  know  that  the  President  is  con- 
tent to  waive  the  question  of  sailors'  rights,  and 
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our  Navy,  and,  io  their  own  words,  *^  would  have 
gone  further  to  see  it  consumed  by  fire  than  to 
extinguish  the  flames.''  Yes,  sir,  these  heroes 
may  now  ask,  for  what  hare  we  fought  glorious 
battles,  achieved  brilliant  victories,  spilt  our  blood, 
plucked  the  brightest  gem  from  the  British  dia- 
dem, when  cowardice  ''  had  torn  down  the  flag 
which  valor  had  nailed  to  the  mast." 

I  may  be  complained  of,  sir,  for  these  digres- 
sions, but,  if  we  are  to  trace  our  difficulties  to 
their  source,  we  must  mount  higher  than  to  this 
or  that  particular  error  and  act  of  foil?,  which 
has  characterized  the  vicious  system  of  politics 
so  long  persevered  in,  to  the  disgrace  and  ruin  of 
the  country.  The  root  of  the  evil  is  not  this  or 
that  blonder,  that  or  the  other  piece  of  deception 
and  mischief,  but  it  is  the  political  system  of  Ad- 
ministration, not  only  in  relation  to  the  finances, 
but  to  the  general  policy  of  the  Government.  It 
has  been  tried,  fatally  tested,  and  has  led,  and 
can  lead  to  nothing  but  disappointment,  suffering, 
and  disgrace.  Let  it,  then,  be  abandoned  .at  once 
and  for  ever,  or  all  efforts  to  preserve  the  country 
will  have  but  a  temporary  effect,  and  be  produc- 
tive only  of  increased  difficulties  hereafter. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  once  was  the  pride  and  happi* 
ness  of  the  country — and  I  bring  back  the  recol* 
lections  of  gentlemen  to  the  period,  with  bitter 
feelings  of  regret — to  flourish  under  the  benign 
influence  of  a  political  system,  which  experience 

F roved  to  be  conducive  to  our  fame  and  welfare, 
referring  the  people's  good  to  the  people's  favor, 
the  party  now  in  the  minority  introduced  and 
faithfully  adhered  to  that  system,  which  raised 
the  nation  to  an  unexampled  state  of  prosperity 
and  happiness.  Its  results  are  now  matter  of 
history.  Unfortunately  for  the  country,  it  was 
misunderstood,  systematically  misrepresented  and 
decried  by  the  demagogues  of  the  day,  and  finally 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  the  people.  Yes,  sir,  a 
false  and  erroneous  understanding  of  it  was  im- 
posed upon  the  minds  of  the  deluded  people,  and 
It  was  discarded,  because  they  knew  not  iu  value. 
Even  after  we  were  denied  by  the  people,  it  con- 
tinued our  chief  care — the  principal  object  of  our 
ambition — the  sole  motive  to  exertion — to  pre- 
serve to  the  country  what  had  been  already  gained. 
We  betraved  no  unwillingness  that  our  succes- 
sors should  reap  the  glory  and  benefit  of  our 
institutions,  provided,  onlv,  that  they  were  pre- 
served to  the  country.  When,  at  the  last,  the  in- 
furiate passion  of  party,  and  the  unrelenting  spirit 
of  persecution,  succeeded  in  overthrowing  and 
8weepiofi[  away  most  of  those  institutions^  we 
should  still  have  been  content  if  the  great  objects 
for  which  they  were  designed— the  peace,  honor, 
and  safety  of  the  country— could  have  been  pre- 
served. They  have  all  been  destroyed,  and  cov- 
ered up  in  the  same  grave.  Qentlemeo  now  feel 
and  acknowledge  the  loss  of  one  of  those  noble 
institutions— the  National  Bank— and  they  would 
recall  it,  to  relieve  them  from  difficulties  which 
cause  distress  and  dismay  throughout  the  land. 
That  cannot  be:  it  is  too  late;  the  dead  cannot 
be  restored  to  life.  To  use  the  language  of  the 
gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calboum,) 


they  who  legislate  upon  party  principles  nHut 
expect  their  measures  to  react  upon  themselves. 
Did  it  not  involve  the  dearest  interests  and  safety 
of  the  country,  I  should  rejoice  that  retribution 
has  at  last  overtaken  the  men  who  have  inflicted 
such  deep  injuries  upon  us.  Suffer,  greatly  sofller, 
they  must ;  but,  the  country ! — we  suffer  with  them, 
the  innocent  and  the  guilty  alike,  except  the  con- 
solation which  a  good  conscience  never  Culs  to 
administer* 

Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  reflect  on  what  oar  coun- 
try once  was,  and  might  still  have  been,  and  what 
it  now  is;  when  I  think  of  the  blessings  thrown 
away,  and  the  miseries  induced ;  my  indignation 
against  the  cool,  remorseless^  perverse  plotter  of 
our  afflictions  and  perils,  is  ready  to  burst  forth 
on  this  floor  in  disorderly  exclamations.  My  heart 
almost  overflows  with  mingled  grief  and  indig- 
nation. Daily  do  I  expect  the  happening  of  some 
great  event — the  coming  of  some  awful  public 
calamity — to  be  decisive  of  our  fate.  A  war  of 
wide*spread,  cruel  desolation,  threatened  by  a  pow- 
erful and  exasperated  foe ;  the  Union  afakkken  to 
its  very  centre, and  tottering  to  a  fall ;  with  a  Gkiv- 
ernment  bankrupt  in  fortune  and  in  fane !— and, 
yet,  where  are  we ;  what  doing ;  what  have  we 
done?  Where  are  we?  Look  around  1  seated 
on  a  barren  heath,  aaaidst  ruin ;  sarroaad«l  bj 
the  loathsome  objects  of  our  dishonor ;  indebted 
to  the  Vandals  lor  the  roof  that  covers  us;  the 
Government  itself  paralyzed— chained  down,  as 
it  were— by  the  drowsiness  that  precedes  death ! 
And,  yet,  gentlemen  seem  perfectly  at  their  ease- 
tranquil  as  the  undisturbed  moonbeams  that  play 
upon  the  gently-waving  billows.  They  repose 
in  the  delusive  idea  that  there  is  no  danger.  The 
sentinel  upon  the  watch-tower  has  told  them  <<aJl's 
well."  When  the  midnight  robber  has  sallied 
forth  from  his  covert,  and  prowls  about  the  sueets 
for  prey;  when  the  mercenary  has  dapped  hia 
torch,  and  the  city  is  wrapt  in  flames;  the  perfid* 
ious  watchman.  **  'twixt  sleep  and  wake,''  cries 
from  his  box,  aiPa  well  I 

Sir,  at  this  moment  the  cold,  icy  hand  of  death 
is  on  this  people.  The  agony  cannot  be  of  long 
continuance ;  the  crisis  must  soon  be  over.  Aai^ 
if  we  are  doomed  to  fall,  as  a  panishment  for  onr 
sins  as  a  nation,  the  day  will  have  come  when  the 
blindest  party  zealot  will  acknowledge  that  but 
one  man  stood  between  his  country  and  its  sal- 
vation. Ghxl  knows,  sir,  no  one  more  devoudy 
and  fervently  wishes,  than  1  do,  that  he  may  be 
inspired  with  the  wisdom,  virtue,  and  energy,  to 
save  the  nation.  But,  all  is  dark  and  cheerless. 
I  see  no  lambent  ray  of  hope  gilding  the  dreary 
prospect  before  us.  The  handwriting  on  the  wall 
points  to  our  fixed  destiny.  It  is  wriuen  in  char- 
acters so  glaring  and  so  legible  that  he  who  runs 
may  read.  When,  says  the  greatest  moral  phil- 
osopher of  any  age,  did  distress  ever  oblige  a 
Prince  to  abdicate  his  authority  ?  This  bars  up 
every  avenue  of  escape. 

Here,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  stop ;  but  I  will  oot 
leave  the  country  in  so  forlorn  and  despeimte  a 
condition.  No,  sir,  i  will  address  myself  espe- 
cially to  this  body,  holding  as  it  does  now,  with 
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the  other  branoh,  the  destinies  of  the  nation  in  its 
hands.  Let  them  act  with  promptitude  and  vigor, 
and,  in  the  language  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, resolve  not  to  delay  another  moment  in 
every  Constitutional  effort  to  save  the  country. 
If  they  attempt  to  violate  the  Constitution,  they 
mast  sprinkle  it  with  blood — with  my  blood; — 
for,  I  will  not  outlive  the  liberties  of  my  country. 
Under  the  Constitution,  the  country  can  be  saved, 
or  let  it  fall.  Consign  this  bill  at  once  to  the 
fate  it  merits.  Adopt  at  once  measures  to  revive 
public  credit— to  unite  the  people  and  fill  your 
armies.  Nee  gentium  quiea  sine  armie,  nee  arma 
sine  etipendiu^  nee  etipendia  sine  tribntis. 

My  voice  and  arm  are  with  you  in  every Jost 
and  Constitutional  measure  for  the  defence  ot  the 
country.  Eoergy,  wisdom,  and  virtue,  will  yet 
save  the  Republic.  If  we  have  them  not;  if  we 
cannot  bring  ourselves,  regardless  of  considera- 
tions of  popularity,  to  discharge  our  sacred  trust 
like  men — like  patriots  5  let  us  take  the  advice  of 
the  honorable  member  (Mr.  Fisk:)  leave  our 
seats,  and  render  back  our  powers  to  the  people. 
When  Mr.  Hanson  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  followed, 
in  reply  to  some  points  of  Mr.  Hanson's  speech, 
and  in  enersetic  defence  of  the  bill. 

[During  the  speeches  of  these  gentlemen,  both 
of  them  were  called  to  order  more  than  once  by 
the  Speakeb,  who  earnestly  endeavored  to  pre- 
vent the  introduction  of  personal  matter  into  the 
debate.] 

Mr.  UROSVENOR  said  he  laid  claim  to  no  par- 
ticular knowledge  of  the  practical  rules  of  bank- 
ing. Like  other  gentlemen,  he  had  studied  the 
works  of  those  who  have  been  acknowledged  the 
great  masters  of  the  science  of  political  econo- 
mv.  Bat  as  maoy  of  their  dogmas  upon  this 
subject  had  been  refuted,  and  most  of  their  rules 
had  been  exposed  to  doubt,  if  not  to  subversion, 
by  the  experience  of  modern  times,  he  could  not 
consent  to  detain  the  House  with  a  repetition  of 
them,  however  well  they  migiit  subserve  his 
purpose,  or  decorate  his  argument.  Such  a  rep- 
etition would  be  the  less  excusable,  as  it  was  not 
necessary  to  his  purpose ;  for  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  discuss  the  question  as  to  the  practica- 
bility of  establishing,  at  this  particular  crisis,  any 
batnk  which  could  aid  the  Qovernment,  and  fur- 
nish a  circulating  medium  for  the  nation. 

This  great  question  bad,  he  said,  been  exam- 
ined with  much  ability  and  eloquence  by  gentle- 
men on  both  sides  of  the  House ;  and  if  he  could 
concur  in  all  the  opinions,  either  of  his  friend 
from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Gaston.)  or  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Oakley,}  or  his  friena  from  New 
Hampshire,  (Mr.  Webster.)  he  should  certain! v 
vote  affainst  any  bank,  however  strongly  founded, 
or  artnilly  modelled. 

They  had,  he  said,  with  an  energy  of  reason- 
ing, and  eloquence  of  language,  distinct  to  be 
sure  in  the  manner,  but  common  to  all  of  them, 
attempted  to  show,  that  in  these  times  of  peril 
and  universal  distrust,  the  project  of  a  National 
Bank  would  be  both  dangerous  and  useless  to  the 
nation.    To  this  conciusioni  their  arguments, 


however  varied  and  dissimilar,  clearly  tended. 
In  this  conclusion  he  was  not  yet  ready  to  cop* 
eur  with  his  honorable  friends.  I  shall  not,  said 
Mr.  Q.,  attempt  to  conceal  that  many  views  of 
this  subject  which  I  had  entertained,  and  many 
opinions  which  I  held  to  be  sound  and  correct, 
have  been  swept  away  by  the  reasoning  and  elo- 
quence which  nave  proceeded  from  them.  Yet, 
sir,  they  have  stopped  far  short  of  prodooiog  a 
conviction  in  my  mind,  that  a  bank  may  not  now 
be  framed,  which,  to  a  great  extent,  shall  not  fur* 
nish  immediate  relief  to  the  Treasury,  and  a  cir- 
culating medium  to  the  nation.  Whether  this 
be  practicable,  however,  or  whether  it  be  not,  it 
is  not  my  intention  to  examine.  My  objectiooa 
to  this  bill  cannot  be  affected  by  deeidin|^  this 

?|uestion ;  they  rest  on  grounds  totally  distinct 
jrom  any  considerations  so  general,  and  so  uncer- 
tain ;  they  arise  from  the  peculiar  character  of 
the  bill  itself;  from  the  untempered  materials  of 
which  it  is  constructed,  and  from  the  visionary 
character  of  its  details. 

To  give  the  House  full  possession  of  his  objec- 
tions, Mr.  G.  said,  it  would  be  necessary  to  treat 
of  topics,  already  much  discussed,  perhaps  ex- 
hausted. As  much  brevity  as  was  compatible 
with  a  clear  view  of  them,  he  would  promise. 

A  single  glance,  said  Mr.  6.,  at  the  miserable 
condition  to  which  our  unhappy  country  is  re- 
duced, must  convince  us  all,  that  a  vigorous  and 
an  immediate  effort  for  her  relief  must  be  made, 
or  she  will  surely  perish. 

With  the  authors  of  this  mighty  wreck  aad 
ruin,  I  will  not  talk  of  concert  or  anion.  I  know 
them  only  as  the  spoilers  of  the  choicest  heritage 
with  which  the  Almighty  Father  ever  blessed  a 
people.  Were  they  only  in  jeopardy,  I  would 
raise  my  voice  only  to  say,  ^sink,  go  to  the  bot- 
tom, and  God  speed  your  passage  for  the  salva- 
tioD  of  our  country." 

No,  sir,  I  speak  only  for  our  country ;  for  the 
country  of  our  birth,  where  the  bones  of  our 
fathers  rest  in  the  Lord,  and  where,  in  good  time, 
we  must  sleep  by  their  side.  For  that  country, 
crying  for  succor,  almost  in  the  agonies  of  disso- 
lution, I  invite  the  aid  of  her  worthiest  sons. 

I  speak  for  the  Union;  that  sacred  temple 
which  our  fathers  modelled  into  proportion,  and 
delivered  to  us,  only  as  a  deposite  for  posterity. 
To  this  Union,  rudely  shaken  by  foreign- war  and 
intestine  disorder,  threatened  with  utter  destruc- 
tion by  the  weakoesf  and  madness  of  those  very 
men  appointed  to  guard  and  preserve  it,  I  would 
ask  the  watchful  care  of  all  its  friends. 

I  speak  for  the  Constitution  of  our  country, 
written  and  hallowed  by  the  founders  of  our  na- 
tion. To  this  Constitution,  soiled  as  as  it  has 
been,  by  the  boorish  hands  ot  ignorant  politicians, 
deformed  as  it  has  been  by  the  tinkering  projects 
of  sciolists,  daily  trampled  on  by  the  fiery  zealou 
of  party,  I  would,  even  yet,  point  as  a  eacred 
thing,  and  most  earnestly  ask,  is  is  not  worth 

preserving?  .     tt  • 

Sir,  the  Constitution,  the  Union,  the  country, 
cannot  be  saved,  bat  by  immediate  and  powerful 
exertion.    What  is  1^  ^^uth  oar  condition  1 
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Id  the  third  year  of  a  war,  declared  in  Tain 
defiaaee,  and  with  ignorant  gasconade,  you  at 
length  find  all  yoar  means  and  all  yonr  efforts 
inadequate  even  for  defence.  In  the  natare  of 
things,  this  war  has  become  entirely  defensive ; 
and  happy  shall  we  he,  happy  beyond  all  onr 
hopes,  if  by  any  exertion  we  shall  be  able  to  de- 
fend from  invasion  the  verv  soil  where,  bat  forty 
years  ago,  the  banner  of  independence  first  floated 
in  the  breeze.  So  far  in  the  natare  of  things  is 
eonqaest  bevond  oor  power,  that,  in  the  next 
Summer,  all  the  means  of  the  nation,  all  the 
bravery  of  the  people,  and  all  the  energies  of  the 
Government,  will  be  indispensable  to  preserve 
oar  cities  from  conflagration,  our  States  from 
subjugationj  our  Government  from  dissolution. 

As^a  first  and  indiapensable  requisite  to  these 
objects,  we  tarn  to  the  Treasury,  and  there  the 
most  appalling  views  are  presented.  We  find  it 
empty,  approaching  bankraptcy.  All  confidenee 
in  the  promises  of  Qovernment  is  gone ;  and 
public  credit  has  become  a  spectre  bauntrng  the 
place  wbeve  it  once  had  fiounshed. 

In  this  situation,  any  supply  from  any  existing 
resooree  is  utterly  hopeiess.  Such  in  brief  is  the 
state  of  our  finances ;  on  the  sombre  picture  I 
will  not  enlarge ;  the  portrait  is  indeed  disgust- 
ing. That  it  does  not  in  any  shade  belie  the 
original,  I  appeal  to  the  faithful  and  forlorn 
sketch,  presented  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Secretary 
palias,  this  morning  read  to  the  House.  Sir,  it 
is  folly  to  talk  of  defence,  it  is  madness  to  hope 
the  preservation  of  the  Union,  unless  yonr  credit 
can  be  revived,  yont  finances  restored,  and  your 
Treasury  replenished. 

The  great  object  of  the  Federal  Union  was 
the  ''common  defence."  If  you  finally  fail  in 
this  grand  object,  the  end  for  which  the  Federal 
Government  was  established,  is  wholly  aban- 
doned. Can  you  wonder,  then,  if  the  States, 
forced  to  defend  themselves,  shall  seize  the  first 
opportunity  to  dissolve  a  Government,  efficient 
for  the  destruction  of  their  peace  and  prosperity, 
but  wholly  unable  to  avert  one  evil  which  its 
weak  or  rash  conduct  has  brought  upon  them? 

Money  is  not  only  the  sinew  of  war.  In  mod- 
ern timn,  it  ia  the  mainspring  of  every  machine 
of  Government.  It  is  the  sinew  of  our  Union ; 
and  if  your  Treasury  shall  become  finally  and 
irretrievably  bankrupt,  the  grand  ligament  of  the 
Sttttes  is  severed,  and  we  are  lost  as  a  nation. 

These,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  the  honest  convic- 
tions of  my  mind.  Can  I  hesitate,  then,  to  vote 
for  any  just  and  Constitutional  plan,  which,  in 
my  judgment,  will  provide  a  revenue  so  inoiis- 

rsnsable  for  the  defence  of  ray  country  ?  Can 
hesitate  to  vote  for  any  practical  and  Constitu- 
tional measures,  which  will  fairly  promise  to  re- 
vive credit,  improve  the  public  finances,  and 
replenish  the  Treasury  ? 

The  general  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  my  judgment,  embraces  the  only 
practical  measures  which  afford  a  rational  oros- 

Sect  of  either  temporary  or  permanent  relief;  He 
as  proposed  to  revive  and  sustain  public  credit 
by  the  only  means  now  within  our  reach.    We 


are  to  resort  no  longer  to  those  popolarity-h ant- 
ing measures,  those  vicious  expedients  for  reve- 
nue, which  have  produced  the  overthrow  of  oar 
finances,  and  all  but  ruin  to  our  country. 

We  are  no  longer  to  be  satisfied  with  vmla  aod 
fabulous  sututes,  with  high-sounding  titles,  pro- 
fessing "the  payment  of  the  whole  national 
debt,"  bnt  proving  in  the  end  delusive  and  wick- 
ed. The  "  moral  sense"  of  the  nation — that  worn 
out  hack  of  our  unfledged  financiers — ^is  not  again 
dressed  up  to  delude  the  nation,  and  insati  its 
creditors.  The  ample  resources  of  the  country, 
its  money  and  its  capital,  are  now  to  constitute 
the  pledge ;  a  pledge  which,  in  other  coantries, 
has  proved  an  unbending  and  durable  pillar  of 
puUie  credit ;  and  which,  if  promptly  made,  and 
faithfully  continuing,  will,  in  our  own,  prove  its 
restorer  and  abiding  supporter. 

These  are  the  wise  and  only  means  to  revive 
and  sustain  our  credit  recommended  bjr  the  Sec- 
retary ;  and,  entirely  unknown  as  he  is  to  me,  I 
will  not  withhold  from  him  the  praise  which  I 
think  he  merits  for  the  fidelity  and  intrepidity 
with  which  he  has  performed  this  unpopuiar, 
but  great  and  indispensable  duty.  But,  so  rough- 
ly has  public  credit  beeo  treated  by  the  financial 
quacks  who  preceded  him,  so  long  has  it  been 
the  victim  of  patent  nostrums  and  cancer  doc- 
tors, that  it  has  languished  almost  to  the  grave. 
With  the  most  skilful  treatment,  its  recovery  to 
health  and  vigor  must  be  slow  and  protracted. 
By  the  report  trom  the  Secretar]^,  in  anison  with 
the  report  from  his  predecessor,  it  is  certain,  that 
to  comply  with  vour  contracts  during  the  pres- 
ent quarter,  yon  nave  yet  unprovided  a  supply  of 
thirteen  millions  of  dollars.  This  must  be  prompt- 
ly obtained,  or  the  operations  of  the  Treasury 
are  arrested,  and  your  Government  is  dissolved. 

How  is  this  sum  to  be  obtained?  Not  by 
loans,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  stock  mar- 
ket and  of  your  credit.  You  have  now  in  the 
market,  at  least,  forty  millions  of  stock,  reduced 
in  price  to  seventy-five  or  eighty  per  cent.  While 
this  stock  continues  in  the  market,  at  this  de- 
pressed value,  no  loan  can  be  contracted ;  or.  if 
it  can,  upon  no  better  terms  than  the  market 
value  of  this  stock.  The  only  practical  remedy 
is  to  remove  this  stock  from  the  market,  or,  by 
some  act  of  yours,  to  raise  its  value,  and  thus  to 
deliver  the  Treasury  from  an  insoperable  bar  to 
a  new  loan.  The  general  measures  for  the  revi- 
val of  credit  to  which  I  have  before  alluded 
might  finally  accomplish  this  necessary  work. 
But  it  is  apparent  they  would  accomplish  it  too 
late  to  afford  any  present  relief  to  the  Treasury. 
Hence,  in  anticipation  of  these  measures,  some 
plan,  competent  to  obtain  the  object,  seems  to  be 
indispensable. 

For  this  purpose  and  to  accomplish  this  object, 
it  is  presumed,  was  one  of  the  views  of  the  Sec- 
retary in  the  plan  of  a  bank,  which  he  has  pro- 
jected and  recommended  to  the  House.  Is  (he 
plan  so  entirely  chimerical,  as  has  been  repre- 
sented? By  authorizing  a  subscription  of  this 
depressed  stock  to  such  a  bank,  you  would  raise 
its  value  in  the  market,«and  thus  relieve  the  Gov- 
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ernmeDt,  io  cootraetlai^  a  new  Imui,  ftcm  all 
competition  with  it.  You  woold  do  more ;  you 
would  reliere  tho  capitalista  and  banks  from  the 
hearf  load  which  now  presses  them  to  the  earth, 
and  you  would  inspire  them  with  hoth  the  dispo« 
ricion  and  the  ahihty  to  aid  you  in  another  loao. 
In  the  meantime  your  general  plan  of  finance 
for  the  revival  of  your  credit  would  be  felt  in 
the  conn  unity.  And  if  it  should  answer  the 
hopes  of  all ;  if  it  should  rerive  coafid^eoce,  and 
restore  the  credit  of  the  nation,  you  tnight  then 
proceed  to  contract  new  loans  to  the  extent  of 
the  ability  of  the  country.  It  is  in  this  way,  in 
my  apprehension,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  bank 
proposed  by  the   Secretary  would  afford    the 

Frompt  relief  so  indispensable  to  the  Treasury, 
do  not  pereeire  in  it  those  Yisionary  qualities 
wliieh  hate  been  so  tiberatly  ascribed  to  it.  In 
erery  respect,  1 4leem  it  preferable  to  its  rival  and 
aobstitme,  now  on  your  tatrie.  But,  sir,  we  have 
been  told  that  these  are  the'iserv  visions  of  finia- 
I^Datioa.  My  friend  from  Norrh  Carotioa  (Mr. 
Qabtow)  has  told  us,  that  the  war  stock  will 
sf^il  remain  in  the  market;  that  its  conversion 
TDto  bank  stock  will  "be  idle  and  iUusOi^y,  because 
it  will  still  press  upon  the  country,  and  meet  the 
Government  in  everv  attempt  at  another  loan. 
Mr.  Speaker,  this  oojection  h  founded  on  the 
notion  that  the  stock  itself,  and  not  the  depressed 
price  of  it,  is  the  obstruction  to  the  €h>vemmettt ; 
directly  the  reverse,  I  believe  to  be  the  state  of 
the  fact.  I  would  ask  my  friend  whether,  if  this 
stock,  even  in  its  present  cenditton,  could  be  ele- 
Tated  to  its  par  value,  there  woold  be  any  diffi* 
colty  ia  contracting  another  loan?  He  has  not 
pretended  there  would  be  any.  Surely,  then,  if 
the  bank  be  of  any  value,  the  subscribable  qual- 
ity attached  to  the  stock  must  raise  its  price,  and 
although  its  character  be  only  changed,  and  it 
remain  as  bank  stock  in  the  country,  the  object 
is  accomplished,  the  road  is  clear  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  another  loan,  and  the  Treasury  is  re- 
lieved. 

The  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Galrovn,)  perceiving  this  obvioos  conclusion, 
attempted  to  fortify  the  objection  of  my  honora- 
ble friend.  He  declared  that  the  surplus  capital 
o{  the  country  was  exhausted ;  therefore  it  was, 
and  not  because  your  credit  was  shaken,  that  the 
stocks  already  cnated  footid  no  purchasers;  and 
their  price,  like  that  of  any  other  commodity 
with  which  the  market  is  surcharged,  has  fallen. 
And  hence  he  contended  that  though,  by  the  plan 
of  the  Secretary,  the  price  of  the  stock  would  be 
raised,  yet  all  efforts  for  another  loan  would  be 
hopeless. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  opinion  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  be  well  founded,  then  indeed  have  we 
a  prospect  before  us,  dark  in  the  extreme. 

I  will  not  detain  the  House  to  ezannne  the 
position.  Perhaps  it  is  impossible,  from  the  data 
we  here  possess,  to  arrive  at  any  certain  conclu- 
sion upon  the  subject.  The  honorable  gentleman 
has  not  attetnpted  to  sustain  it  by  facts  or'rea- 
sontne.  He  has  advanced  it  as  a  mere  hypothe- 
sis.   1  shall  content  myself  with  avowing  my 


firm  beKef)  that  it  is  an  hypothasis  wtlhovt  foan- 
dation.  It  is  not  that  your  loaning  capital  is 
exhausted,  but  that  the  confidence  of  the  oapi- 
talist  in  your  wisdom,  integrity,  and  policy,  is 
entirely  departed.  It  is  not  that  no  surplus  cap- 
ital remains  unemployed  in  the  country,  but, 
that  ^our  credit  has  sunk  so  low  that  they  who 
hold  it  will  not  confide  it  to  your  faithless  nands. 
That  this  is  the  fact,  is  proven  by  events  daltr 
presented  to  our  view.  The  States  have  no  dir- 
fioulty  in  procuring  loans  to  any  extent  whtcii 
their  exigencies  demand.  Even  your  towns  and 
cities  are  intrusted  with  millions.  At  the  very 
time  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
advertising  the  credit  of  the  Qowrn meat,  and 
calling,  in  vnin,  for  money  upon  terms  and  con- 
ditions the  most  extravagant  and  ruinous,  your 
cities  had  but  to  open  their  subaeri prions^  and 
millions  were  at  once  obtained  upon  the  ordinary 
and  legal  premiuoas.  Do  you  want  olhfer  proof, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  hypothesis  of  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  is  utterly  unfounded,  and  there- 
fsre  that  his  objectioo  is  entirely  fanciful? 

If  I:  am  miscaken  in  this,  sir,  then  I  admit  the 
objection  to  be  conchiaiTc  and  fatal  to  the  plan 
of  the  Secreiary.  But  does  not  the  honorable 
ffentleman  perceive  that  his  objection  is  equally 
fatal  to  his  own  system  ?  that  he  has  presented 
a  dilemma,  on  the  horn  of  which,  his  own  off- 
spring must  hang  and  surely  perish  ? 

If  the  capital  of  the  country  is  exhausted ;  if 
the  market  is  already  saturated  with  public  stock, 
will  the  gentleman  tell  me,  what  is  to  become  of 
the  Treasury  notes  which  his  plan  is  to  pour 
forth  in  a  stream  of  millions  t  Throoffh  what 
ma^ffcal  process  is  it.  that  after  they  have  fluttered 
their  hour  on  the  public  stage,  they  are  to  trans- 
port themselves  into  six  per  cent,  stock,  and  set- 
tle quietly  into  the  vaults  of  his  mammoth  bank? 
If  the  surplus  capital  is  exhausted,  if  all  is  al- 
ready gone,  the  process  is  utterly  impossible. 
Sorely  the  remorseless  hand  of  the  parent  has 
wTimg  the  neck  from  his  own  bantling. 

I  stop  not  here,  sir.  If  this  hypothesis  be  cor- 
rect, why  are  you  contriving  novel  schemes  for 
the  revival  ot  public  credit?  Why  a  sinking 
fund?  Why  a  pledge  of  taxes?  Abandon  aU 
this  unwieldy  apparatus  of  financial  machinery. 
You  have  it  seems  mistaken  the  seat  of  the  dis- 
order. Yon  are  applyio^r  plasters  to  the  head, 
when  you  should  be  administering  tonics  to  the 
stomach ;  you  are  bleeding  and  blistering  a  body 
politic  already  exhausted.  Quit  at  once  all  this 
quackery ;  take  the  opinion  of  this  learned  doc- 
tor. Your  credit  is  in  full  health-^it  needs  no 
physician;  the  capital  of  the  nation  alone  lan- 
guishes! Restore,  then,  to  the  nation  her  life 
blood,  the  vital  principle  of  her  prosperity ;  re- 
store her  commerce,  her  agriculture,  her  peace. 
This  is  your  only  remedy— the  only  firescription 
which  can  rescue  her  from  dissolution  and  the 
grave. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  my  friend  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  OaklbtO  I  am  ready  to  say  that  this  is  the 
only  effectual  remedy  remaining  in  your  hands. 
Peace,  and  peace  alooe^  e^u  staunch  the  deep 
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aod  bleeding  weands  of  our  coancry.  Bat,  aiitil 
that  bleued  messenger  shall  arrive'^ with  healing 
in  his  wings,"  we  have  nothing  left  but  our  own 
arm  for  defence  and  preserration.  If  the  hypo- 
thesis of  the  gentleman  be  correct,  that  arm  has 
become  too  feeble  for  any^  purpose  of  safety. 
Attempt  not  to  stretch  it  forth;  its  form  is  de- 
stroyed; its  strength  is  withered;  its  very  sin- 
ews are  blasted. 

I  have  hitherto  fondly  hoped  that  this  nation, 
even  under  her  present  Qovernment,  was  amply 
competent  to  her  own  defence ;  that,  palsied  as 
she  is  by  the  coaneils  of  rashness  and  of  folly, 
her  own  energies  would  burst  spontaneously 
forth,  and  strike  to  the  earth  even  the  gigantic 
enemy  who  meditates  her  ruin.  But  if  the  hy- 
pothesis of  the  honorable  gentleman  is  correct, 
my  fond  hopes  are  ended.  If  all  your  surplus 
capital  is  gone,  this  war  must  close  on  any  terms, 
or  the  union  of  these  States  must  follow  it.  For 
vain  will  be  the  attempt  to  wrest,  by  oppressive 
taxes,  from  the  industry  and  the  annual  income 
of  the  pvople,  those  annual  millions,  which  de- 
fence itself  will  annually  consume.  But,  sir,  I 
hope,  and  I  believe  better  things  of  our  condi- 
tion. I  believe  we  have  capital  still  remaining 
to  be  loaned ;  and  that  nothing  is  necessary  but 
the  prompt  and  vigorous  application  of  the  means 
jet  within  our  reach  to  bring  that  capital  to  the 
immediate  relief  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Speaker — another,  and  the  prime  object  of 
a  bank,  is  to  furnish  a  circulating  medium  for  the 
nation.  We  hare  not,  we  never  had  a  currency 
of  gold  and  silver,  which  ever  approached  a  suf- 
ficiency for  the  business  of  the  country.  Banks, 
incorporated  by  the  Sutes,  have  issued  paper, 
which  for  twenty  years  has  constituted  the  great 
mass  of  our  circulating  medium.  By  means  of 
the  National  Bank,  which  three  years  ago  was 
immolated  at  the  shrine  of  party  resentment,  the 
General  Government  retained  an  indirect,  though 
inadequate  influence  over  this  State  paper.  But 
from  the  period  when  that  bank  was  dissolved, 
this  country  has  exhibited  the  monstrous  absur- 
dity of  a  Government  '<  charged  with  the  care 
'  of  the  integrity  and  prosperity  of  the  Empire, 

*  without  any  direct  or  indirect  control  over  its 

*  currency."  What  has  been  the  consequence  ? 
These  State  institutions,  in  no  way  responsible 
to  you,  have  so  managed  as  to  render  the  cur- 
rency of  the  nation  suspected  and  uncertain,  and 
thus  have  embarrassed  all  your  fiscal  measures. 

No  loan  can  be  paid  you,  but  in  this  State  paper. 
On  this  side  of  New  England,  as  has  been  de- 
monstrated by  my  friend  from  New  Hampshire, 
(Mr.  WfiasTSR,)  this  paper  has  depreciated  to  an 
alarming  extent.  In  the  very  inception  of  a  loan 
you  have  the  certainty  of  a  loss  to  the  full  amount 
of  this  depreciation.  From  the  loss  of  confidence 
in  these  State  institutions,  and  from  the  limited 
circulation  of  the  paper,  you  encounter  almost  in- 
superable embarrassments  in  its  expenditure. 

Paper  issued  from  banks  south  of  the  Potomac, 
and  west  of  the  Alleghanies,  is  almost  worthless 
north  of  the  Delaware.  The  notes  of  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania  produce  to  youenormous  losses, 


and  even  bank  bills  of  the  North  must  be  paid 
out  within  a  day's  journey  of  the  bank  which 
issues  them,  or  the  same  consequences  follow.  In 
this  situation,  it  must  be  obvious,  that  a  national 
currency,  equal  in  value  throughout  the  eoontry, 
and  founded  on  a  competent  capital,  is  a  aine  qua 
non  to  any  system  of  loaning,  which  will  not  pro- 
duce ruin  to  the  country. 

Whether  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  can  furnish 
such  a  currency,  is  certainly  problematical ;  per- 
haps the  case  is  at  present  without  remedy.  In 
this  country  it  is  an  untried  experiment.  Hot  1  have 
no  hesitation  in  averring,  that  I  think  it  to  the  full 
as  likely  to  attain  this  great  and  desirable  object, 
as  the  novel  system  on  your  table,  which  has  be- 
come its  substitute. 

Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  speak  of  the  plan  of  the 
Secretary,  I  would  not  be  understood  as  embra- 
cing all  iu  details.  In  relation  to  those  details,  I 
accord  in  opinion  with  my  friend  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Gabtom  ;)  I  consider  them  errone- 
ous in  e  very  view.  The  appointment  of  five  direc- 
tors by  the  President,  the  total  prohibition  of  the 
sale  of  the  stock,  the  compulsory  loan  of  thirty 
millions  to  the  Government,  and  the  arbitrary 
power  reposed  in  the  President,  to  compel  a  sus- 
pension of  specie  payment,  are  in  my  opinion,  fea- 
tures which  deform  the  plan,  and  will  prove  the 
most  inveterate  enemies  to  its  success.  On  this 
subject,  I  think,  not  a  man  can  doubt,  who  at- 
tended to  the  conclusive  reasoning  of  my  honora- 
ble friend.  It  would  but  diminish  its  irresistible 
force,  for  me  to  attempt  to  fortify  his  eloquent  ar- 
ffument.  I  rejoice,  sir,  that  those  details  have 
been  stricken  from  the  bill ;  and  as  they  are 
equally  inconsistent  with  the  principles  and  the 
successful  operation  of  the  former  plan,  as  they 
are  with  that  on  the  table,  I  most  sincerely  trust 
they  will  never  be  suffered  to  accompany  any 
system  which  shall  receive  the  sanction  of  this 
House. 

Before  I  quit  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  beg  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  topic  which  I  consider 
of  no  little  importance,  as  it  relates  as  well  to  the 
justice  as  the  permanent  fiscal  policy  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. I  mean,  sir,  the  interests  and  elaimtof 
the  holders  of  the  stock,  which  the  Secretary 
proposes  to  place  in  the  bank. 

Mr.  Speaker ;  when  I  speak  of  these  men,  I 
speak  of  gentlemen,  few  of  whom  are  known  to 
me — 1  hold  them,  lice  all  other  men,  ^'  enemies  in 
war,  in  peace  friends." 

In  no  way,  am  I  partial  to  them.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  have  no  d^ubt  that  the  pecuniary  aids, 
which  they  have  furnished  for  the  proaecation  of 
this  war,  have  proved  most  injurious  to  oar  coun- 
try* If  they  had  withheld  their  aid,  the  storm  of 
war  must  have  ceased  to  roll  onward ;  and  peace, 
an  honorable  and  advantageous  peace,  would  long 
since  have  blessed  the  nation.  A  peace,  to  which 
at  this  moment  every  member  of  the  Ad  minis* 
tration  would  think  it  happiness  to  fly.  from  the 
evils  which  are  accumulating  on  their  goiity 
heads. 

It  is  not  wonderful,  therefore,  that  the  honora- 
ble friends  who  sit  around  me  should  regard  the 
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coDdnet  of  these  ^silenen  with  dieipprohttion, 
and  look  to  their  claims  with  celdaess,  if  ooc  with 
aotimihjr.  Yet,  sir,  they  are  the  legal  ereditors 
of  toe  oat  ion,  entitled  to  the  same  justice  and 
equity  with  those  who  became  ereditevs  before 
them.  And  if  I  am  sore  of  any[lbing,  depending 
on  the  jodi^mont  of  man,  it  is  this:  t&t  whatever 
may  be  the  feelings  of  my  honorable  friends,  those 
feelings  will  not  Tor  a  moment  be  snffered  to  con- 
trol their  conduct,  opon  a  question  of  such  Tital 
tod  permanent  consequence  to  the  nation. 

But,  sir,  I  would  ask  the  authors  and  supporters 
of  the  war  on  this  floor,  how  it  consists  with  the 
plain  principles  of  gratitude  and  honor  for  them 
to  treat  these  creditors  with  reproach  or  their 
claims  with  indifference  1 

They  relied  on  loans  to  keep  in  motion  their 
whole  machinery  of  Qovemment  and  war.  To 
procure  these  loans,  all  the  arts  of  persuasion  and 
remonstrance  were  played  off  upon  the  public ; 
*'  lives  and  fortune  and  sacred  honor''  men  stood 
aloof**the  whole  machinery  of  war  was  disor- 
dered, and  about  to  run  dowo. 

In  these  critical  moments,  these  men  stepped 
forth  and  saved  you  from  divgrace  abroad,  and  in- 
dignation at  home.  They  went  to  the  very  top 
of  the  market  in  their  otters.  True,  the  condi- 
tions were  dtoraeefol  to  you  and  injurious  to 
your  country ;  but  let  ihem  not  be  blamed  for  this, 
for  prudent  men  even  then  believed,  that,  by  giv- 
ing yon  their  property  oa  any  terms,  they  exbib* 
it«l  a  lunacy  or  follv  amply  sufficient  to  consign 
them  to  the  care  or  a  guardian  or  conservator. 
Under  these  circumstances,  is  it  for  yon  to  re- 
proach them^ — you,  to  whose  interests  they  have 
devoted  their  fortunes,  all  but  their  honor  7  Is 
such  the  Republican  gratitude  of  modern  times 
and  of  modern  politicians  1 

When  it  has  been  stated  that  the  bill  on  your 
table  would,  by  the  new  and  enormous  issue  of 
Treasury  notes,  produce  the  ruin  of  these  men,  it 
has  been  coolly  aa9wered--«re  we  their  guar- 
dians ?  Are  we  responsible  for  their  ruin  ?  Are 
we  bound  to  more  than  a  strict  compliance  with 
the  terms  of  our  contract?  An  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowmwsj)  with 
unvsiml  ability  and  eloquence,  has  attempted  to 
prove  that  this  bill  violates  neither  the  justice  or 
equity  to  which  thev  are  entitled. 

With  that  honorable  ffe»tlema»,  so  well  quali- 
fied as  he  is  to  decide  this  question,  not  only  by 
the  strong  powers  of  intellect,  hot  by  those  lofty 
and  honorable  feelings  which  adorn  his  charaeler, 
I  am  unwtUtng  to  disagree.  I  would  yield  much 
to  his  opinion. 

Strict  justice  and  equity,  perhaps,  require  no 
more  of  us  than  a  rigid  compliance  with  the  terms 
of  our  contract.  But  as  we  have  not  contracted 
to  furnish  a  bank  for  the  reception  of  stock,  nor  to 
refrain  from  an  emission  of  Treasury  notes,  we 
may,  perhaps,  refuse  the  former,  and  perform  the 
latter,  without  any  violation  of  our  faith.  Cer- 
tainly we  may  do  so.  if,  upon  a  candid  view  of  the 
whole  ground,  the  safety  of  the  State  or  the  es- 
sential interests  of  the  people  shall  require  either 
at  our  hands. 

13th  Con.  3d  Ssga.— 22 


But  I  would  ask  that  honorable  gentleman,  if, 
in  deciding  on  the  course  which  the  faith  and 
interests  ot  the  country  require,  nothing  el«e  is  to 
be  taken  into  consideration  than  the  mere  terms 
of  our  contracts?  Is  it  not  the  first  dictate  of 
justice  and  generc^sity,  that  you  should  pass  b^ 
yond  the  legal  forms  of  your  contracts,  and  take 
especial  care  that  those  who  have  confided  their 
fortunes  to  your  faith,  from  which  there  can  be 
no  appeal,  should  not  be  ruined  by  any  course  of 
fiscal  policy  which  you  mav  resolve  to  pursue? 
If  this  he  not  so— yet,  I  would  again  ask  tlie  hon* 
orable  gentleman,  are  there  not  considerations  of 
higher  import,  and  more  durable  ceosequenee, 
which  you  must  respect  1  I  mean  the  permancat 
interesu  of  the  nation  itself. 

In  modern  times,  loans  are  the  great  and  only 
resources  of  Qovernment  in  their  wan.  With- 
out a  resort  to  the  system  of  loaning,  in  some 
form,  not  a  Government  of  modern  Europe  would 
have  survived  the  universal  tempest  which  has 
shaken  them  all  to  their  deepest  foundations.  To 
preserve  such  a  resource  to  a  Government,  the 
course  of  her  fiscal  policy  must  regard  the  tntev- 
ests  of  her  creditor^  aad  speak  undoubted  secv- 
rity  to  those  who  possess  the  surplus  capital  of  the 
country. 

In  this  important  science,  it  is  not  degrading  to 
receive  the  lessons  of  experience,  even  from  our 
enemy.  The  credit  aad  the  finances  of  Bngtand 
had  languished  for  nearly  a  century,  under  the 
influence  of  a  fiscal  machine  called  a  Sinking 
Fund,  not  unlike  our  own  miserable  institution!, 
having  the  same  name,  for  the  last  twelve  jpears. 

In  the  year  1784,  when  Mr.  Pitt  became  the 
financial  minister  of  Bogland,  he  found  her  finan- 
ces in  a  state  of  rapid  dectine,  not  unlike  osr 
own  at  the  present  period.  Her  credit  was  im* 
paired;  her  stocks  consequently  low;  a  debt  of 
enormous  amount,  and  daily  increasing ;  without 
sufficient  revenue  to  discharge  the  annual  divi- 
dends as  they  became  doe  to  the  creditors.  In- 
stantly, resolving  to  triumph  over  every  diflic«l- 
ty,  he  risked  his  popularity  aad  his  place^  that  he 
flBight  perform  the  great  duties  which  he  owed 
his  couatrv.  He  increased  the  taxes,  funded  the 
floating  eiatms  on  the  Treasury,  and  adopted 
safe  and  eneigatic  rules  for  organisiaf  the 
finances. 

In  the  year  1786  he  eslaUsshed  a  sinking  fond, 
on  principles  which  promised  undoubted  succees. 
But,  in  the  year  1792,  upon  the  niggeetiofi  of  hia 
great  rival,  he  imrodoeed  into  his  system  that 
grand  improvement  in  finance  which  will  rendev 
his  name  as  immortal  as  the  fame  c»f  his  eouatry. 
Henceforward,  under  each  loan,  taxes  were  to  be 
placed  aad  inviolably  pledged,  sufficient  annually 
to  discharge  the  interest,  and  one  per  cent,  upon 
its  principal,  until  its  eatire  extinction  should  be 
accomplished.  By  this  improvement,  not  the 
ftlightesi  departure  from  which  has  ever  beeo  al» 
lowed,  the  ereditors  of  England  have  become  an- 
nuitants, and  her  loan  annuities  determinable,  at 
periods  more  or  less  distant,  according  to  the  price 
of  stocks  in  the  market. 

But  this  acknowledged  chieftain  of  modern 
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fioaociers  did  not  stop  here.  He  knew  that  the 
capitalists  of  ibe  country,  who  were  also  her  cred- 
itors, were  bis  only  sure  resource  in  times  of  na- 
tional alarm.  Their  interests  were  cherished  in 
all  his  fiscal  policy;  they  were  constantly  con- 
sulted in  the  formation  of  all  his  plans ;  and  his 
measures  were  arranged  upon  principles  of  an 
enlarged  policy,  embracing  in  its  scope,  what  he 
considered  inseparably  connected,  the  interest  of 
the  creditor  and  the  public  credit  of  his  country. 
Hence  it  was,  that  though  the  black  cloud  of  de- 
struction hovered  over  his  island  for  twenty 
years ;  in  the  darkest  hours  of  a  long,  eventful, 
and  mortal  struggle,  in  which  his  country  was 
engaged  for  her  existence;  even  in  that  day  of 
despair,  when  the  colossal  tyrant  of  France  ar- 
rayed his  myriad  of  slaves,  and  threatened  to 
pour  them  across  the  Channel,  he  never  for  a 
moment  lost  the  confidence  of  the  capitalists  of 
his  country,  but  was  always  able  to  elicit  sup- 
plies equal  to  his  wants,  and  on  conditions  mod- 
erate and  advantageous. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  you  would  preserve  to  your 
Government  a  similar  resource,  pursue  the  exam- 
ple of  this  great  minister;  and'  then,  though  this 
war  should  contiaue,  and  tenfold  darkness  should 
settle  on  your  prospects,  you  will  fasten  to  your 
interests  a  body  of  men  able  and  willing  to  suc- 
cor you  in  the  day  of  your  deepest  distress. 

But,  sir,  what  a  cold  and  sickening  contrast 
does  your  policy  present.  Like  "  the  Jew  of  Ven- 
ice," you  refer  all  to  "  your  bond."  Your  *'  bond" 
becomes  the  substitute  for  your  judgment — the 
rigid  test  of  your  justice  and  gratitude.  When, 
standing  on  the  very  verge  of  ruin,  your  creditors 
cry  to  you  for  preservation;  you  point  to  the 
bond,  and  in  cool  triumph  ask,  **is  it  there  writ- 
ten ?"  They  show  you  that  your  policy  is  their 
total  destruction,  and  invoke  you  to  spare  them; 
you  point  to  your  contract,  and  exclaim,  "  Here 
'  is  our  warrant.  We  have  a  right  to  a  pound 
'  of  flesh,  and  we  will  have  it,  though  your  bean's 
'  blood  shall  stream  upon  the  knife." 

Qo  on,  Mr.  Speaker:  Perhaps,  in  these  days  of 
disorder,  policy  and  justice  are  no  more  insepar- 
able. It  is  possible  that,  in  the  vicissitudes  of 
modern  times,  human  nature  has,  also,  been  revo- 
lutionized. If  so,  your  policy  may  be  well  adapt- 
ed to  the  actual  condition  of  things.  Go  on,  sir; 
it  may  be  that  the  mind  of  man  is  no  longer  in- 
fluenced by  the  same  motives-^excited  by  the 
same  objects,  as  in  former  days.  It  is  possible 
that  experience  has  become  a  mere  idle  babbler, 
and  hietory  an  instrument  of  deception.  If  so, 
your  course  may  prove  triumphant.  It  is  possi- 
ble that,  with  the  clamors  of  thousands  whom  you 
have  ruined  sounding  in  your  ears,  you  may  pass 
at  once  to  the  destruction  of  other  thousands. 
But, sir,  believe  me,  if  "man  is  yet  man,"  with 
the  destruction  you  will  now  work  will  end  your 
power  of  mischief.  Do  not  believe — be  not  mad- 
men enough  to  hope^ihat  after  you  shall  have 
coolly  perpetrated  the  ruin  of  your  present  cred- 
itors, you  will  find  others,  idiots  enough,  to 
throw  their  fortunes  within  "  the  scope  ot  your 
policy." 


I  turn  now,  sir,  to  a  particular  exanaiaatioa  of 
the  bill  before  you.  The  bank  to  be  ineorporated 
by  this  bill,  is  modelled  on  the  novel  plaa  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Calbohm;}  and  its  objects  are  the  same  as  were 
those,  intended  by  that,  for  which  it  has  become 
a  substitute.  Indeed,  with  the  excepltoa  of  th« 
right  of  the  Government  to  subscribe,  which  is 
stricken  from  this  bill,  the  bank  will  piewnt  the 
same  proportions  of  stock  and  specie,  m  capital  of 
the  same  complexion  and  consifteney,  subject  to 
the  same  objections,  and  in  its  operations  opposed 
by  the  same  obstacles  which  hare  been  soppoeed 
conclusive  against  the  success  of  the  first  project. 
The  grand  dif^tinctioii  between  the  two  projects 
is  this :  The  first  plan  relied  on  loans  for  the  re- 
lief of  Government,  and  was  modelled  for  the 
purpose  of  rendering  loans  practicable.  This 
plan  renounces  all  hopes  of  future  lomns,  and  pro- 
poses, as  a  snccedaneum,  tbe  issuing  of  twenty- 
four  millions  of  Treasury  notes.  And  on  these 
notes  alone  is  the  Government  to  rely  for  present 
relief,  and  for  all  its  supplies  during  the  ensuing 
year.'  These  Treasury  notes  are  intended  to 
range  awhile  through  the  country  as  a  eorreocr, 
pass  into  a  solid  mass  of  six  per  cent,  slock,  settle 
quietly  and  in  full  credit  into  the  vaults  of  a 
bank ;  and,  assuming  there  yet  another  shape,  to 
flutter  forth,  and  constitute  another  circulating 
medium.  Sir,  the  process  is  captivating  in  theory, 
charming  to  the  fancy;  but,  unless  I  am  much 
mistaken,  it  is  one  of  those  splendid  visioas  which 
the  noble  science  of  alchymy  has  often  produced, 
to  mortify  the  pride  and  disappoint  the  hopes 
of  man.  It  has  no  practicable  qualities,  and  the 
danger  is,  that  while  you  are  pursuing  the  unsub- 
stantial vision,  admiring  its  varied  colors,  and 
fanciful  forms,  the  mighty  bubble  will  burst,  and 
leave  you  in  tbe  midst  of  mortification  and  despair. 

It  will  be  perceived,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  should 
these  Treasury  notes  make  their  grand  tour  ever 
so  brilliantly,  before  they  arrive  at  the  vaalts  of 
the  bank  they  settle  down  into  stock,  just  like  the 
stock  now  existing,  of  no  more  value  in  itself 
and  combining  no  superior  qualities.  And  there- 
fore it  was  that  I  stated,  when  this  bnnk  shall 
have  passed  its  periods  of  danger,  and  issue  forth 
a  full  grown  bank,  it  will  be  in  no  wise  better 
calculated  to  aid  the  Ghivernment  or  furnish  a 
national  currency,  than  a  bank  formed  of  the 
stock  already  existing.  In  this  respect^  the  two 
plans  are  upon  a  level.  It  is  to  the  process,  to 
which  I  have  above  alluded,  that  I  object,  as  il- 
lusory, and  highly  dangerous  to  the  eountry. 
Your  Treasury  notes  never  can  be  kept  at  par; 
they  will  probably  never  reach  the  bank  at  all ; 
and  if  they  do  so,  it  will  be  after  they  have 
scourged  the  land  by  a  dreadful  depreciation,  and 
through  the  ruin  of  thousands  who  shall  hold 
them. 

Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  adoption  of 
this  plan  precludes  all  hopes  of  contracting  loans; 
indeed,  it  professes  to  become  an  entire  substitute 
for  the  system  of  loaning.  In  three  months  from 
the  passing  this  bill,  tbe  whole  twenty-foor  mil- 
lions must  issue  forth,  like  the  locusu  of  Bgypt» 
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to  scourge  the  land.  For  the  supplies  e?ea  of 
the  present  quarter,  your  Treasury  must  obtain 
thirteen  millions  of  dollars,  or  your  contracts 
must  all  be  violated.  During  the  first  quarter  of 
the  next  year  you  can  expect  but  little  aid  from 
taxes;  yet  your  armies  must  be  recruited  and 
paid.  Preparations  of  vast  magnitude  for  the 
next  Summer  must  be  made;  for  then  you  must 
engage  in  a  mortal  struggle,  upon  the  issue  of 
ivhich  you  have  placed  the  existence  of  the  coun- 
:ry.  The  issuing  of  these  notes  will  be  your  only 
resource.  Loans,  I  repeat  it,  will  be  out  of  the 
question.  You  not  only  will  have  left  the  pres- 
ent stock  a  mas&ive  drug  in  the  market,  pressing 
;o  the  earth  the  moneyra  men  of  the  country,  but 
^ou  will  have  added  to  its  weight  by  masses  of 
lew  stock  in  the  form  of  Treasury  notes.  In  the 
lature  of  things,  therefore,  you  will  be  bound  to 
ssue  all  the  notes  in  your  power  to  put  forth. 
Do  you  imagine  that  they  can  be  circulated  at 
>ar  upon  your  credit  alone?  Those  who  believe 
;o,  have  but  little  knowledge  of  the  worthless 
tate  of  public  credit.  They  have  not  seen  the 
contractors  tremble,  the  merchants  frown,  the 
armers  scowl,  and  the  speculators  laugh,  at  the 
rery  name  of  public  credit.  Sir,  such  an  expec* 
ation  is  utterly  fallacious. 

Of  all  paper,  Government  bills  are  the  most 
mfit  for  a  circulating  medium.  I  might  read 
rom  the  pages  of  the  great  founder  of  your  whole 
inancial  system,  arguments  conclusive,  to  show 
he  vride  difference  between  a  paper  medium,  de- 
leading  upon  the  faith  of  Government  alone,  and 
hat  which  is  founded  on  the  capital  of  a  private 
tank.  The  former  has  no  bounds  to  its  issue,  but 
he  discretion  which  generally  becomes  another 
lame  for  the  exigencies  of  the  Government.  It 
s  always  suspected,  always  received  with  doubt 
tod  hesitation,  and,  therefore,  always  depreciates. 
iVhiie  the  latter,  founded  on  solid  capital,  always 
>rotected,  regulated,  and  restrained  by  the  honor 
ind  integrity  of  the  directors,  fortified  by  the  in- 
erest  of  the  stockholders  and  the  existence  of  the 
>aDk,  all  of  which  are  jeopardized  by  an  over 
ssue,  comes  to  the  public  with  the  strongest  title 
o  their  confidence,  and  is  generally  received  and 
circulated.  The  works  of  the  lamented  Hamil- 
OD  are  now  before  me;  I  will  not  detain  the 
Elouse,  but  refer  them  to  his  argument  upon  this 
nteresting  subject. 

If  these  objections  in  the  general  are  well 
bunded,  it  does  appear  lo  me,  that  the  peculiar 
qualities  of  the  paper  contemplated  by  this  bill, 
vill  render  it  a  mere  burlesque  on  the  very  name 
>f  a  circulating  medium.  Experience  has  proved 
hat  it  is  essential,  perhaps  a  nne  qua  turn,  to  a 
circulating  medium,  that  tt  should  bear  its  value 
)a  its  face.  It  cannot  be  clogged  with  qualities, 
bvhich  render  calculations  of  its  worth  a  pre- re* 
luisite  to  its  daily  circulation.  But  these  notes 
ire  to  bear  an  interest  of  five  and  three-quarters 
>er  cent. ;  their  value  will  vary  with  each  pass- 
ng  day.  Can  a  currency  thus  encumbered  pass 
reely  along,  through  the  illiterate  classes  of  the 
community?  No,  sir,  it  is  fit  only  for  a  nation 
>f  mathematicians;  and  if  yoa  iasue  them,  every 


farmer  must  have  at  his  elbow  a  Zerah  Golboura 
to  carry  on  the  ordinary  transactions  of  society. 

To  surmount  these  difficulties,  however,  the 
honorable  gentleman  proposes  a  resort  to  the 
tricks  of  the  Treasury.  This  paper,  and  this 
alone,  shall  be  received  in  taxes.  Mr.  Speaker, 
this  expedient  may  be  ingenious,  but  in  mv  opin- 
ion, like  the  rest  of  the  machine,  it  is  wholly  im- 
practicable. Your  Treasury  notes  never  will  be 
sufficiently  diffused  to  furnish  the  people  with  a 
medium  in  which  to  pay  the  taxes.  Besides, sir, 
such  a  plan,  if  successful,  would  drive  back  to  its 
vaults  the  notes  of  every  State  bank,  and  render 
their  charters  nearly  worthless.  Hence,  sir,  in 
self-defence,  to  preserve  their  existence,  you  would 
force  the  State  banks  into  a  combination  to  re- 
sist and  defeat  a  measure  which  would  produce 
their  ruin.  They  would  all  refuse  your  notes. 
The  great  body  of  influential  citizens,  interested 
in  the  preservation  of  the  State  banks,  would  be 
arrayed  against  you.  Your  notes  might  pay 
taxes,  but  good  care  would  be  taken  that  they 
should  pay  nothing  else.  In  such  a  struggle  your 
defeat  would  be  certain.  Distraction  would  be 
introduced  into  your  medium;  its  circulation 
would  be  impeded,  and  an  indefinite  depreciation 
would  leave  you  to  lament  the  injustice  of  your 
attempt. 

Mr.  Speaker,  never  was  such  a  circulating  me- 
dium issued  and  sustained  at  par,  under  similar 
circumstances,  by  any  Government.  I  would 
appeal  to  the  experience  of  European  Govern- 
ments; I  would  remind  vou  of  the  assignats  of 
France,  at  the  mention  of^  which,  justice  frowns 
and  policy  blushes — I  would  appeal  to  your  own 
experience.  « 

it  might  be  improper  to  point  to  the  close  of 
our  Revolution,  to  describe  the  mere  spectre  of 
public  credit  which  survived,  and  the  consequent 
destruction  of  the  Government  paper  which  filled  * 
the  country.  But  look  at  the  few  Treasury  notes 
which  are  now  abroad;  they  are  receivable  ia 
taxes;  they  are  shortly  due  at  the  Treasury ;  vet 
you  may  purchase  them  in  the  market,  from  five 
to  twenty  per  cent,  under  their  par  value.  Let 
gentlemen  read  their  errors  in  their  own  expe- 
rience. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  honorable  gentleman  did 
not  much  rely  on  these  expedients  tosustain  hissya- 
tem.  The  bank  was  his  grand  and  final  reliance; 
the  bank  is  the  stav  and  staff  of  his  plan.  This 
bank  is  to  act  as  a  kind  of  alchymical  engine,  by 
which  worthless  paper  is  to  be  turned  into  gold, 
the  sickly  credit  of  the  nation  restored  to  health, 
and  the  mighty  operations  of  the  Government 
and  of  the  war  sustained  and  regulated.  And 
this  wonderful  engine  is  to  work  in  this  wise: 
The  books  of  the  bank  are  to  be  opened,  and  the 
flood  of  paper,  as  it  rushes  from  the  Treasur]^,  is 
to  flow  rapidly,  and  regularly,  and  moiithly,  into 
the  reservoir,  just  as  the  deep  and  placid  current 
of  a  mighty  river  flows  to  the  bosom  of  the  ocean* 

Suppose,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  river  should  meet 
some  unsurmoun table  obstruction  cast  across  its 
channel,  its  smooth  course  should  be  interrupted, 
and  its  flood  should  be  beatea  back  towards  iu 
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•onree.  It  would  rash  from  its  bed,  roll  over  the  | 
fields  which  before  it  had  noartsbed,  and  leave 
the  country  a  stagoaQt  pool,  eharged  with  pesti- 
lence and  death.  So,  sir,  if  in  the  vicissitudes 
to  which  all  mortal  projects  are  exposed,  this 
flood  of  paper  should  be  obstructed  in  its  course, 
it  would  settle  down  upon  the  community,  full 
of  the  seeds  of  fiscal  pestilence  and  ruin. 

My  honorable  friend  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Oaklet,)  perceiving  this  danger,  and  its  obvious 
consequences,  thinks  there  is  a  remedy  within 
our  reach.  By  legislative  acts,  he  would  have 
the  Government  so  restricted  that  thev  should 
issue  this  paper  no  faster  than  it  should  be  able 
to  pass  into  the  bank,  and  then  the  danger  would 
be  averted.  Does  not  my  honorable  friend  per- 
ceive, that  the  invention  or  such  a  provision  would 
render  the  whole  project  9l  feto  de  €e?  When 
you  have  adopted  this  system,  and  voluntarily 
abandoned  all  hopes  of  loans^ou  will  have  no 
resort  for  supplies  but  ro  this  Treasury  paper;  in 
truth,  when  you  enter  on  this  plan  there  is  no 
retreat.  "You  set  your  life  upon  a  throw,  and 
you  must  stand  the  hazard  of  the  die.**  Accord- 
ing to  the  exigencies  of  the  Government  you  most 
continue  to  issue  your  paper,  and,  if  the  bank  fails 
to  receive  it,  the  evils  I  have  described  are  ine- 
vitable. If  there  is  reasonable  doubt  upon  the 
subject,  yon  ought  to  pause  long,  and  reflect  well, 
before  you  hazard  the  venture.  What  is  it  yon 
put  at  hazard  ?  Not  your  bank  alone,  but  all  the 
cha^cter  and  credit  that  remains  to  you;  all 
preparation  for  the  deadly  struggle  which  awaits 
you.  If  there  is  much  hazard  in  the  game,  you 
are  made  to  place  your  life  upon  the  issue.  Should 
you  lose,  all  is  lost;  the  dissolution  of  the  Union — 
the  subjugation  of  the  States  are  consummated. 
In  Srolemn  troth,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  chances  are  all 
against  you ;  not  one  doubt  of  your  loss  remains 
in  my  mind. 

May  I  ask,  said  Mr.  G.,  how  these  bills  are  ever 
to  escape  from  the  Treasury  into  circulation? 
Think  you  that  capitalists  will  buy  them  of  you 
at  anything  like  their  par  value?  Will  you  put 
th«m  forth  as  a  currency  under  par ;  thus  stamp- 
ing them  with  the  image  of  death  before  they 
issue  from  the  womb?  Nothing  of  this  is  prac- 
ticable. No,  sir,  if  they  go  forth  at  all,  they  must 
pass  to  your  contractors,  your  commissaries,  your 
soldiers,  and  your  sailors — to  any  of  your  credit- 
ors who  prefer  your  paper  to  your  parol  promise. 
Hence,  it  is  possible  they  may  pass  to  others,  and 
thus  obtain  a  partial  circulation  among  the  mer- 
chants, farmers,  and  mechanics. 

But,  sir,  are  we  deluded  enough  to  expect  that 
these  men  will  place  them  in  the  bank  ?  AH  their 
active  capital  is  necessary  for  rheir  ordinary  pur- 
suits; essential  to  put  in  motion  and  extract  profit 
from  their  own  fixed  property.  To  establish 
banks,  is  as  far  removed  from  all  their  views  and 
objects  as  it  is  inimical  to  their  pursuits  and  in- 
terests. Sometimes,  when  a  bank  has  been  long 
established,  and  has  gained  reputation  for  prudent 
mana^enpent,  this  class  of  men  do  invest  small 
aums  in  its  stocks,  both  for  profit  and  security ; 
Imt  never  do  you  find  them,  to  any  material  ex- 


tent, risking  their  hard-earned  fortunes  in  specu- 
lations novel  and  uncertain. 

When  I  heard  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calbouk^  mlating  upon  the 
wide  diffusion  of  these  notes,  wnereby  the  farmers 
of  the  North  and  the  South,  and  the  Sast  and  the 
West,  would  be  furnished  with  an  opportunity  to 
participate  in  this  great  national  speculation,  I 
could  consider  it  in  no  other  tight  than  as  a  rhe- 
torical flourish  to  attract  favor  to  his  project;  I 
considered  it  as  a  mere  **  springe  to  catch  wood- 
cocks." And  the  House  must  have  been  amused 
to  observe  how  suddenly  the  honorable  delegate 
from  Missouri  (Mr.  Baston)  was  noosed.  He 
actually  prevailed  on  the  House  to  open  a  sub- 
scription, somewhere  in  the  forests  of  the  West, 
near,  as  I  am  informed,  the  fur  settlement  on  Co- 
lumbia river. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  could  not  but  be  diverted  at  the 
amusing  little  contest  upon  this  suliject,  between 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolioi 
and  his  friend  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Fisc)  The 
latter  gentleman  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  that 
he  saw  the  ruin  of  his  party  lurking  in  the  provi- 
sions of  this  bill.    "  ^^Yl  ^^^  ^^)  **  ^^^  capiul- 

*  ists  alone  can  buy  the  Treasury  notes  and  form 
'  the  bank.  Those  who  belong  to  the  Adminis- 
'  tration  are  exhausted.*  The  Federalists  will 
'  therefore  get  the  bank,  and  with  it  dash  out  the 
'  brains  of  the  Administration.'*  And  he  threat- 
ened to  take  his  hat,  make  bis  bow,  and  bid 
good  night  to  the  Administration,  sooner  than  to 
stay  here  and  be  blown  up  by  this  gunpowder 
institution. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
rose  to  quiet  the  apprehensions  of  his  friend.  He 
seemed  to  agree  that  the  eapiulbta  attached  to 
the  Administration  might  have  been  somewhat 
surfeited  with  the  paper  potions  they  had  too 
liberally  swallowed ;  but  he  assured  his  friend 
that  one  sure  resource  remained  to  the  party. — > 
*'  Have  we  not,"  he  exclaimed,  *  the  rich  yeo- 
'  manry  of  the  country  on  our  side  ?  Are  they 
<  not  the  pride  and  boast  of  our  party  ?  And  will 

*  not  our  yeomanry  aid  our  loans^aud  assist  in 

*  the  establishment  of  our  bank  V 

And  he  seemed  to  conclude,  that  his  friend 
might  safely  let  his  hat  hang  on  its  nail,  and  con- 
tinoe  to  sit  and  to  vote,  until  somethrag  more 
substantial  should  "  push  him  from  bis  stool." 
The  gentleman  from  Vermont,  though  evidently 
puzzled  by  this  bold  appeal,  appeared  to  me  not 
entirely  satisfied.  I  saw  a  smile  on  his  face, 
which  seemed  contemptuously  to  say :  **  Tes,  yes, 
we  have  the  rich  yeomanry  with  us ;  and  they 
have  their  cotton  fields  and  their  corn  fields,  but 
will  they  convert  them  into  loans?  They  also 
have  their  pigs  and  their  poultry,  but  will  they 
place  them  in  your  bank?*'  Sir,  the  plain  practi- 
cal common  sense  of  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
nioot  taught  him,  that  all  the  talk  about  the  wide 
diffusion  of  this  Treasury  paper,  to  afford  oppor- 
tunities to  our  farmers  to  subscribe  to  the  bank, 
was  the  airy  creation  of  inexperience  and  enthu- 
siasm. 

Does  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina,  in- 
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d«ed,  expect  aof  material  aid  in  establithiDg  his 
back  from  this  worthy  class  of  oar  citizenti  The 
experieoce  of  this  war  should  correct  his  error. 
Your  late  loans  were  authofized  to  support  this 
just  and  necessary  war;  to  prosecute  your  holy 
cruijade  against  the  Canadas.  Of  course,  every 
motive  of  patriotism  would  im|>el  "our  yeoman- 
ry" to  step  forth  with  all  their  means.  Your 
Gover oment  called  loudly  for  the  aid  of  its  friends 
Was  its  voice  heard  by  "our  yeomanry?"  Let 
the  fi^enileman  step  to  the  Treasury,  and  see  how 
much  of  the  late  loan  faaa  been  taken  by  the  plain 
farmers  of  Kentucky,  the  proud  planters  of  Caro- 
lina, the  lords  of  the  soil  of  Virginia  1  He  will 
find  a  beggarly  account  of  pitiful  subscriptions. 

Even  now,  sir.  when  vour  Treasury  eodtains 
not  one  dollar,  when  this  hooest  and  glorious  war 
is  about  to  expire,  merely  for  want  of  noartsh- 
meot,  where  are  these  patriotic  supporters  of  Ad- 
ministratioa  ?  You  have  loans  unfilled— your 
€K>  vera ment  in  tones  of  deep  aoguish  call  for  suc- 
cor, and  yel  ''our  rich  yeomanryj"  who  are  able  to 
invest  millions  in  banx  stock,  are  nowhere  to  be 
found.  They  abandoned  tbeir  leaders  and  their 
war  in  lius  their  darkest  and  most  perilous  hour. 

Did  I  believe  that  these  men  were  exclusively 
supporters  of  this  war,  and  thai  they  had  the 
ability  lo  furnish  aid,  I  should  view  them  as  the 
moat  sordid  of  mankind.  Bat  beMeving  directly 
the  reverse,  and  not  having  a  doubt  that  the  aur- 
plua  capital,  which  most  create  loans  aad  bank 
stock,  rests  with  them  but  in  a  very  limited  ex- 
tent, they  are  subject  to  no  repfoach.  It  is  their 
pari,  to  peiform  their  political  duties  with  fidelity, 
and  to  wrestle  morning  aad  evening  with  thair 
God,  to  deliver  their  country  from  its  two  most 
dreftdful  scourges,  the  war  and  the  authors  of  the 
war. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  capitalists  of  the  country 
m«8t  convert  the  Treasury  paper  into  bask  stock, 
Of  it  wiU  remain  aaconverted.  Bv  capitalisis,  I 
mean  those  enterprisiag  men  who  nave  aocuma- 
laled  maasesof  active  and  sarpins  capital,  for  the 
purpose  of  venturing  it  in  great  and  advantageous 
specula  tions^ 

Have  these  men,  at  this  lime,  the  ability  lo 
parform  the  process?  You  have  nothiog  to  ho(ie 
from  New  Bo^nd.  Her  citizens  have  their 
money  and  their  capital  safe  at  home;  and  you 
will  not  find  them  idiots  enough,  in  this  tam- 
pestttoos  season,  to  venture  it  on  the  ocean,  Ui 
any  vessel  that  you  caa  boild  and  rig  and  navi- 
gate. From  the  capiulists  south  of  the  Hudson, 
and  from  them  only,  most  you  expect  aid.  It  is 
a  mistake  to  suppose  the  depressed  war  stock  to  be 
in  few  hands.  The  original  contractors  retain, 
comparatively,  hut  trifiiog  portions  of  the  whole 
mass,  it  is  widely  difiused  among  these  capital- 
isu,  and  nnless,  by  some  act  of  yours,  its  market 
Taiue  is  elevated,  it  will  paralyze  all  their  effbrls 
to  offord  any  aid  to  your  project. 

The  banks,  too, are  groaniog  under  the  weight 
of  this  depressed  stock.  They  have  received  it  in 
pledges  and  in  paymeol*  It  lies  useless  in  their 
vaults,  and  clogs  even  their  operations.  1  have 
not  a  doubt  of  the  6M»f,  that  from  this  oanse,  more 


than  any  other,  they  have  been  forced  to  saspend 
their  specie  pa^rments.  And,  I  think,  nothing  is 
hazarded  in  saying,  that  they  never  will  resume 
them,  until  this  cause  shall  be  removed. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  we  grant  the  ability,  sbaU 
we  find  the  disposition  ?  What  are  the  induce- 
ments for  any  man  to  purchase  your  notes  at 
par,  and  place  them  in  the  bank  ?  Is  there  any 
profit  to  justify  the  speculation  ?  Sir,  if  the 
friends  of  this  bank  are  at  all  accurate  in  their 
descriptions  of  it,  instead  of  Inviting,  it  wUl  deter 
any  prudent  man  from  venturing  money  in  it. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  thinks  it 
will  be  at  first  a  weak  institution,  capable  of  per- 
forming but  little  boainess;  that  it  must  slowly 
feel  its  way,  discounting  cautiously,  and  he  hopes, 
hj  such  a  course,  it  may  survive  its  infancy.  fAj 
friend  from  New  York  (Mr.  Oaklet)  says,  it  is 
Btrictljr  a  six  million  bank,  and  to  that  capitdl 
must  its  business  be  limited.  And  my  friend 
from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Webbtsx)  has  no 
doubt  it  will  perish  by  the  draining  of  Its  specie^ 
if  it  should  issue  pnper  equal  to  one-half  of  iu 
specie  capital.  If  these  gentlemen  are  near  the 
troth,  then  it  is  indeed  a  nocHr  bank— a  very  beg* 
garlv  institution,  well  calculated  to  devour  cap- 
tial,  but  with  a  wretched  eapaci(|r  to  return  proot* 
To  obtain  dividends  on  six  millions  of  capital, 
it  isauppoasd  that  men  of  fortune  will  be  so  weak 
as  to  convert  twenty-four  millions  of  property 
into  six  per  cent,  stock,  and  lav  it  by  in  the  vanlti 
of  the  baok,  sale  to  be  sure,  out  almost  wholly 
unproductive  I  Such  fanciinl  hopes  can  never 
be  realised. 

But  my  friend  from  New  York  has  remarked| 
that  in  this  respect  the  two  plans  are  on  a  precise 
level.  If  there  would  be  no  adequate  inducement 
for  moneyed  men  to  invest  their  property  in  this 
bank,  neither  would  there  be  for  the  holders  of 
the  present  stock  to  invest  it  in  the  bank  recom- 
mended by  the  Secretarj.  Mj  honorable  friend 
has  not  treated  this  subject  with  his  usual  sag»* 
city. 

The  eaaes  are  entirely  dissimilat.  And  so  are 
the  motives,  which  would  excite  to  iavestmenta 
in  the  difierent  banks.  The  present  holders  of 
the  stocks  are  already  committed.  Their  att>ok 
is  aow  a  drujr  in  their  hands.  It  threatens  them 
with  ruin.  The  motive  they  would  have  to  com- 
ply  with  the  terms  of  the  bill,  and  obtain  specie, 
would  be,  therefore,  strong  and  irresistible-— the 
elevation  of  the  price  of  their  stock,  the  rescue  of 
themselves  from  ruin.  In  the  present  case  there 
is  no  such  motive.  Here  no  nsk  is  already  in- 
cttrred.  The  only  motive  is  a  profitable  specula- 
tion—the only  indoeemant,  positive  gain.  It  is 
apparent,  that  while  on  the  Secretary's  plan  the 
present  holders  of  stock  would  fly  to  the  bank  as 
a  refuge  from  ruin,  on  the  present  plan,  the  na- 
ture of  the  institution  might,  and  probably  would, 
forbid  any  capitalist  from  approaching  it. 
'  If,  in  peaceful  and  prosperous  times,  this  bank 
might  present  a  fair  speetuntion,  and  obtain  am- 
ple subscriptions ;  yet,  can  it  be  hoped,  that  pru- 
dent men  would  venture  their  fortunes  in  it,  iu 
these  times  of  dismay  and  peril?    Look  aronndf 
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sir.    From  abroad,  ioTasioD  i«  meoaoed  of  erery 
part  of  your  extended  coast.    Oar  cities,  the 

J^reat  depositories  of  oar  sarplas  wealth,  hare  bat 
eeble  assarasee  of  safety.  The  storms  of  war 
are  beating  on  our  country  from  erery  quarter  of 
the  heavens.  What  is  our  condition  at  home? 
The  foul  spirit  of  party  sits  like  a  bloated  ineu* 
bus  upon  the  Cabinet,  and  turns  all  its  counsels 
to  rashness  and  folly.  Like  the  fabled  Gk>rgon. 
this  fool  fiend  dailv  mounts  this  rery  Capitol,  and 
scattering  the  snakes  of  discord  among  the  peo* 
pie,  he  calls  them,  in  tones  of  fury,  to  civil  com- 
motion and  bloody  violence.  The  Constitution 
has  received  deep,  perhaps  mortal  wounds.  War, 
in  bis  iron  chariot,  is  rolling  through  the  land, 
crushing,  with  its  heavy  wheels,  our  civil  insti- 
tutions, those  bulwarks  of  civil  liberty.  The 
Government  totters  from  untimely  decrepitude. 
And  the  very  temple  of  our  Union,  toppled  from 
iu  base,  is  ready  to  be  dashed  to  the  earth,  and 
to  leave  the  country  encumbered  with  its  frag- 
ments.  This  country  resembles  the  strong  man 
filled  with  wine,  his  head  full  of  delirious  vis- 
ions, and  mad  projects  of  ambition  and  vengeance, 
revolving  vast  projects,  and  deciding  on  prompt 
and  vigorous  exertion;  but  his  limbs  are  palsied, 
his  nerves  are  withered,  and  he  lies,  supine  on 
the  earth,  huge,  disgusting,  and  impotent. 

To  what  fate  we  are  destined  is  unknown  to 
man.  We  have  been  borne  along  to  our  destruc- 
tion almost  with  tbe  rapidity  of  the  lightning. 
And  it  is  not  for  human  foresight  ever  to  con- 
jecture whether  the  Qod  of  our  fathers  has  finally 
forsaken  us,  and  whether  the  end  of  our  Republic 
is  at  hand.  la  such  "crazy  times,**  think  you 
that  men,  who  possess  sane  mind«,  will  embark 
their  fortunes  in  any  vessel  whose  safety  depends 
on  such  commanders,  such  pilots,  and  such  a  crew 
as  you  can  furnish? 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  suppose  I  am  mistaken  in 
all  this.    If  there  are  men  able  and  willing  to 

Surchase  the  Treasury  paper  and  transmute  it  to 
ank  stock — the  very  process  of  transmutation 
will  be  destructive  to  the  country.  Such  men, 
if  they  exist  at  all,  exist  for  the  most  part  in  our 
cities,  and  are  closely  connected  by  the  strone 
band  of  common  interest.  In  these  moneyed 
operations,  their  interests  lead  them  to  act  united 
and  in  concert.  What  will  be  their  conduct  in 
this  business? 

Finding  your  Treasury  notes  wholly  unsup- 
ported, and  beginning  to  descend,  they  will  leave 
them  to  take  their  downward  course.  Nay,  they 
will  aid  their  descent,  certain  that  they  will  re- 
main at  all  times  within  the  reach  of  their  coin. 
The  strong  interests  of  these  men  will  impel 
them  to  such  a  course^  and  they  will  surely  pur- 
sue it.  And  thus  the  whole  machinery  becomes 
disordered  by  tbe  rery  agents  upon  whom  you 
rely  to  keep  it  in  motion.  Immediately,  and  of 
necessity,  your  paper  will  greatly  dqtreciate. 
Will  the  Government,  then,  suffer  me  to  repeat 
the  question,  Will  the  Oovernment  then  stop  its 
issues?  It  has  no  alternative — the  gate  must 
continue  hoisted,  and  the  stream  must  continue 
running. 


The  very  period  has  bow  arrived  so  eloquently 
deprecated  by  my  honorable  friend  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Qabtom.)  Your  cootraetors  are 
clamorous — give  them  '^assignats.^' 

Your  sailors  demand  their  wages— one  with  a 
new  edition  of  Treasury  notes. 

Your  armies  clamor  for  arrearages.  Dare  yoa 
refuse  them?  Remember  the  tragedy  at  New- 
burgh— it  may  be  attempted  in  your  day.  There 
are  Armstrongs  still  alive  to  excite  refaellioa,  but 
no  Wabbington  remains  to  parry  its  fury  and 
save  the  country.  A  new  swarm  of  "assignaia^ 
will  be  the  dreadful  and  tbe  only  remedy. 

Your  paper  will  rapidly  reach  its  lowest  point 
of  depression.  And  now  it  is  that  the  remorse- 
less speculator  will  be^in  to  prowl  for  his  prey. 

The  war-worn  soldier,  as  he  halu  slowly  and 
painfully  from  Canada,  must  surrender  the  price 
of  his  blood  for  half  its  value. 

The  widow  and  the  orphan  of  him  who  in  yoor 
battles  has  laid  his  bones  amid  the  snows  of  the 
North,  most  sacrifice  their  little  all  for  a  lean  sub- 
sistence. Some  of  you  witnessed,  we  ail  have 
read  and  have  wept,  the  fate  of  the  rained  sol- 
diers of  the  Revolution.  The  same  picture  will 
be  now  presented,  only  on  a  larger  canvass,  and 
with  more  tragical  coloring. 

I  appeal  to  those  who  belong  to  the  dominant 
party.  Have  you  forgotten  the  history  of  those 
days  when  the  debt  of  our  IndepeadeDce  was 
funded?  Your  party  then,  with  tbe  present 
Chief  Magistrate  at  its  head,  professed  to  be  the 
soldier's  friend  and  champion ;  and  the  country 
rung  with  your  clamors  for  a  discrimination  of 
the  debt.  So  strongly  did  you  then  profess  to 
feel  for  the  soldier,  that  you  were  ready  to  vio- 
late tbe  most  solemn  contracts  to  save  him  from 
the  loss  of  depreciated  money.  What  is  now 
your  conduct  ?  You  are  about  to  adopt  m  system 
which  will  bring  the  soldiers  of  your  present 
armies  to  the  same  loss  and  the  same  condition* 
You  are  not  contented  even  with  this.  In  this 
bill,  you  consumoMte  the  whole  transaction ;  yoa 
not  only  frame  the  engine  by  which  the  soldier 
may  be  defrauded,  but  you  provide  an  asylum 
to  which  the  agents  who  shall  defraud  him  may 
fly  with  their  spoils  and  set  at  defiance  all  human 
justice  and  power.  You  do  not  intend  this  cry- 
ing iniquity. 

No,  when  the  crisis  shall  arrive,  when  your 

Kper  shall  sink  to  half  its  nominal  valae,  when, 
:e  voracious  sharks  prowling  the  ocean,  the 
speculators  shall  range  through  every  village, 
seizing  the  miserable  victims  of  their  cupidity, 
then  will  you  step  boldly  forth,  and  cheered  by 
the  approving  voice  of  the  people,  which  now 
would  thunder  indignation  against  the  measor^ 
you  would  consummate  your  goodly  work,  by 
that  unpardonable  political  sin  a  tender  law. 
This  bill  will  lay  the  sure  foundation  for  sach  a 
measure. 

I  appeal  to  the  friends  who  sit  around  me. 
Are  you  ready  to  support  a  system  which  will 
press  on  to  this  consummation  of  ruin,  with  a  step 
** steady  as  time,  certain  as  death?" 

The  plan  of  the  Secretary  may  be  vicious. 
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Bat  If  that  be  hartfol  in  detail,  this  is  the  Tery 
essence  of  rain  in  its  principles.  If  that  would 
injure  the  country,  this  is  the  Tery  boi  of  Pan- 
dorm,  from  which  will  surely  issue  the  most  dread- 
fal  erils  which  ever  scourged  and  cursed  a  people. 
Better  that  our  Republicbe  struck  at  once  from 
'the  great  firmament  of  nations,''  than  that  she 
{boolcl  iing^er  a  few  months  of  rayless  existence, 
ind  then  plunge  into  sucb>an  abyss  of  embarrass- 
naeDt  and  misery. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  may  be  mistaken  in  all  these 
foretiodings  of  evil.  If  the  bill  shall  pass,  and 
prove  beneficial,  my  country  will  owe  me  no 
thanks  for  the  boon.  But  if  it  shall  produce  the 
evils  I  have  anticipated,  here,  in  the  face  of  the 
aation,  I  wash  my  hands  of  all  the  consequences. 

When  Mr.  GaosvGNOB  concluded — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  assigning  as  a  rea- 
son therefor  his  aniiety  to  expedite  the  public 
business,  and  proceed  to  the  adoption  of  those 
measures  which  the  times  imperiously  demand, 
required  the  previous  question. 

Xbe  call  was  sanctioned  by  a  vote  of  73  to  71 ; 
but  some  misapprehension  of  the  question  having 
taken  place,  a  second  count  took  place,  after  some 
little  confusion,  and  there  appeared  to  be  62  for 
the  previous  question,  and  70  against  it.  So  the 
call  was  not  duly  sanctioned. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  Macon  and 
others,  as  to  the  efiect  of  striking  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill — which  some  appeared  to  think 
would  have  the  effect  to  destroy  the  bill— 

Mr.  Hanson,  to  save  difficulty  in  that  respect, 
withdrew  his  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JoBNSOir  then  renewed  his  demand  of  the 
previous  question — which  precludes  all  further 
amendment  as  well  as  debate — which  demand 
was  seconded  by  a  vote  of  62  to  59. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  in  the 
following  form,  viz:  ** Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?"  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays. 
For  the  previous  question  75,  against  it  67,  as 
follows : 

TxAS — Messn.  Alston*  Anderson,  Avery,  Barbour, 
Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Chap- 
pell,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Crouch,  Cathbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Benoyelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk 
of  Vermont,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbonrn,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Lefierts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Rich,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams, 
and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Baylies  of  Massachu- 
setts, Bayly,  of  Virginia,  Bigek>w,  Bowen,  Boyd, 
Bradley,  Brigham,  Burweil,  Calhottn,  Cilley,  Ck>pton, 
Cox,  IHna,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachnsetts,  Do- 
vilU  Elyt  Fanow,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Gaston, 
Qrosvenor,  Hale^  Harris,  Uasbrouek,  Hawes,  Hopkins 


of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hnngerfbrd,  Hulbert,  Irving, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
Massachnsetts,  Law,  Lewii,  Macon,  Markell,  Milkr, 
Moeeley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasanti,  Pottart 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rob- 
ertson, Raggles,  Schoreman,  Sharp,  SbeflE^,  Stanford, 
Storges,  Taylor,  Telfair.  Thompson,  Voee,  Ward  of 
Massachnsetts,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Massachnsetts,  Winter,  and  Yancey. 

The  requisite  number  having  required  the  main 
question  to  be  put,  it  was  put  on  the  engrossing 
the  bill  for  a  third  reading  ;  and  was  decided  in 
the  negative.  For  the  motion  49,  against  it  104| 
as  follows : 

YxAS — ^Messrs,  Alexander,  Alston,  Barnett,  Bines, 
Bradley,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark, 
Condict,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cnlpeper,  Coth- 
beit,  Dnvall,  Earle,  Findley,  Forney,  Gaston,  Gonrdia, 
Griffin,  Harris,  Hasbrouek,  Irving,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kiiboum,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lowndes,  McKeo,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Oakleyy 
Peaison,  Pickens,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rush,  Robert^ 
son,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Taylor, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Winter,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Aveiy,  Barbour,  Bard, 
Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigalow, 
Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Brown,  BurwsU, 
Cilley,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Dana, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Uenoyelles,  Desha,  Ely,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Foriyth,  Frank- 
lin, Geddes,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Grosvenor,  Hale, 
Hanson,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Hulbert,  Ingersoll,  Ingham, 
Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lefierts,  Lewis,  Lovetl^ 
Lyle,  Macon,  Maikell,  McCoy,  McKim,  Miller,  Moore, 
Moeeley,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickering 
Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William 
Reed,  Rhea  of.  Tennessee,  Roane,  Ruggles,  Saga, 
Schnreman,  Seybert,  Sheflby,  Shiphard,  Smith  of  Penn- 
svivania,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
TannehiU,  Telfair,  Thompeon,  Udree,  Voee,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Williams,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania. 

So  the  House  decided  that  the  bill  should  not 
be  read  a  third  time — in  other  words,  that  it 
should  be  rejected. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB,  of  Gkorgia^  then  rose,  and  said 
he  had  voted  in  the  majority  against  the  bill; 
and  was,  therefore,  at  liberty  to  move  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  just  taken.  This  motion 
he  did  make  with  a  view  to  retain  the  bill  still 
in  possession  of  the  House,  in  order  to  recommit 
it — that  the  House  might  not  be  deprived  of  an 
opportunity  of  passing  a  bank  bill  during  the 
present  session. 

Mr.  MiLLBB,  of  New  York,  observed,  that  he 
was  opposed  to  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
which  the  House  had  just  given.  Gentlemen 
who  favored  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank, 
bad  urged  a  reconsideration,  with  a  view  to  as- 
certain if  they  could  not  meet  on  some  middle 
ground,  and  reconcile  their  conflicting  opinions. 
Those  who  were  in  favor  of  a  bank,  but  differed 
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inerelv  is  to  tbe  details,  mii^bt  well  rote  for  a  re- 
^D«iileratk>n.  Mr.  M.  mkI  he  was  opposed  to 
the  MtabiLahment  of  anjr  bank,  aod  no  shape 
€0«ld  be  given  to  it  which  could  todoce  him  to 
TOte  for  it ;  and  as  the  gentlenen  who  had  spoken 
CD  tbe  question  had  not  taken  a  view  of  it,  which 
precisely  presented  tbe  cround  on  which  his  ob- 
jections rested,  he  would  beg  leave  to  trespass 
one  moment  on  the  time  of  the  House. 

Mr.  M.  found  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  he 
considered  Congress  bad  undoubted  power  to  es- 
tablisb  a  bank;  and  be  would  say,  too,  in  bis 
judgment,  that  power  had  been  tfiscreetly  exer- 
cised in  the  establishment  of  the  old  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  He  said  he  had  listened  with 
omoh  attention  and  instruction  to  the  remarks 
which  had  fallen  from  the  advocates  of  both  the 
avatcMis  which  had  heen  presented  in  the  discus* 
aloo,  and  he  dad  not  thick  either  of  them  free  of 
ofajeotions ;  yet,  had  he  been  persuaded,  that,  un- 
4er  present  eircumstaoces,  it  would  be  proper  to 
estaolish  any  bank)  he  mi^ht  perhaps  have  agreed 
!•  one  of  the  projects  which  had  been  presented. 
He  doubted,  howerer,  the  propriety  of  any  more 
hanks  in  the  present  alarming  state  of  our  coun- 
try— paper  money  had  depreciated,  and  suspicion 
was  so  much  afloat;  that  he  could  out  travel  the 
oredit  of  almost  aov  bank,  in  three  hours  ride, 
on  any  post  road.  He  doubted  the  propriety  oi 
addioff  to  this  flood  of  bank  pe^r,  and  teared  it 
would  hasten  the  return  of  thatsmgularapeclAcle, 
when  ^  t  debtor  wiU  he  seen  persecuting  his  credi- 
tor with  unreleDiiag  imnct|iaiity,aAd  payioghim 
withotti  mercy.**  lie  couU  not  but  doubt  the 
pcoprieiy  of  inoreiisM^  the  isaue  of  ptper  money 
ac  this  tuBM. 

.  jBttt,  Mr.  M.  said,  his  otjeetions  did  nel  atop 
hfffe;  he  had  understood,  throughout  the  whole 
debate,  that  this  hank  was  pan  of  a  system  of 
fiaoace;  he  doubts^  the  propriety  of  placing  re- 
Kance  on  a  bank,  fsr  bringing  any  considerable 
ve? eaue  into  the  Treasury ;  he  thought  the  |)roper 
office  of  a  bnnk  was  to  faeiiitate  the  collection  of 
fe venue  created  in  some  other  way.  If,  as  bad 
heen  avowed,  the  object  was  to  create  a  revenue 
by  means  of  the  bank,  be  considered  it  competent 
for  him  to  look  beyond  the  means,  and  inquire 
what  was  the  object  to  which  these  means  were 
to  be  applied  ?  He  was  free  to  confess  his  opin- 
ioos  baa  undergone  a  complete  revolution  on  this 
subject.  At  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
he  had  felt  no  disposition  to  withhold  supplies  of 
■leo  or  money;  be  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  in 
the  belief  that  tbe  conquest  of  Canada  had  been 
abandoned,  and  that  our  resources  would  be  di- 
seeted  to  the  defence  of  tbe  country.  His  opin- 
ion in  favor  of  granting  men  and  money,  had 
been  fortified  by  the  despatches  from  our  Minis- 
ters at  Ghent.  Under  these  impressions,  he  had 
lately  visited  bis  constituents,  (oy  permission  of 
Che  House,)  and,  in  free  conversation  with  his 
friends,  had  told  them  he  should  vote,  not  only 
for  the  bank,  but  a  full  system  of  fioande;  and 
would  moreover  agree  to  the  most  efficient  Con- 
stitutional measures  which  might  be  devised  for 
filling  the  ranks  of  tbe  Army.    This  was  his  de- 


termination when  he  left  his  district,  and  this  de- 
termination was  not  altered  till  he  read  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's letter,  which  came  out  in  farcr  of  conscrip- 
tion I  Mr.  M.  feared  that  letter  might  be  con- 
sidered as  expressing  the  sense  of  this  House, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  Administration.  He  hoped 
he  might  be  mistaken ;  but  when  he  read  the 
law  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  understood  that  a  similar  law  was  in  pro- 
gress before  the  Virginia  Legislature ;  when  he 
saw  before  him  the  bill  which  had  PMed  the 
Senate,  and  the  one  which  had  heeo  lotd  on  his 
table  from  the  Military  Committee  of  this  House, 
be  could  not  but  consider  them  all  as  giTing 
**  dreadful  note  of  preparation." 

Mr.  M.  considered  that  he  had  a  perfect  right 
to  discuss  the  question  of  conscription  on  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill;  he  contended  that  on  any  bill 
which  seeks  to  raise  money,  it  was  a  legitimate 
inquiry  to  ask  the  ohjeet  for  which  the  money 
was  wanted,  and  if  it  was  for  an  improper  object, 
the  money  ought  not  to  be  granted.  Bat  he  did 
not  intend,  at  this  time,  to  enter  into  a  dtacnssion 
of  this  question  of  conscription ;  he  had  oo  doahe 
some  occasion  would  shortly  present,  which  would 
bring  this  question  directly  before  the  House;  in 
that  case  he  might,  perhaps,  trouble  them  with  a 
few  remarks.  In  the  mean  time  he  coikld  not 
forbear  to  say  that  he  bad  not  been  able  to  dis- 
guise from  himself,  and  he  had  bo  wi^h  to  coa- 
ceal  from  others,  that  he  viewed  this  subject  with 
horror  and  alarm.  He  was  opposed  to  it  in  all 
its  aspects,  and  would  noc  gire  it  any  nid  directly 
or  indirectly. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  of  late  consideeed  this  bank 
as  part  of  a  system  to  raise  money  lor  the  con- 
quest of  Canadia,  by  means  of  m  military  cooacrip- 
tioa.  He  considered  himself,  therefore,  honod  hy 
every  motive  of  duty  and  of  patriotism  to  oppose 
it ;  and  he  would  oppose  It.  He  should  not  oaly 
TOte  against  the  recoiuideration  of  the  question, 
but,  once  for  all,  he  wished  it  to  be  nnderatood, 
that,  until  tbe  question  of  conscription  was  dis- 
posed of,  he  should  on  tbe  same  ground  Tote 
against  any  bills  for  men  or  money  which  could 
by  any  possibility  be  used  for  that  o^ect. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fisk  of  Yer- 
mont,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Fiac  of  New  Tork, 
and  Mr.  Fabrow  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  FoasTTH  then  withdrew  his  motion  for 
the  present,  intimating  that  he  might  renew  it 
to*morrow. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moTcd  te  print  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury's  letter  read  thb  morning;  when 
an  adjournment  was  called  for  and  took  pUee 
just  before  sundown. 


TuasoAT,  November  29. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  Penaa;ylvanii, 
Sahobl  HaaonnaoH,  appeared,  prodoced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  aeat,  in  tke 
place  of  Jonathan  Roberts,  appointed  a  Senator. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^aopplemeniary  to 
an  act  kjriBff  dories  on  notes  of  banks,  btatos, 
and  eertam  companies ;  on  notes,  honda,  and  obU- 
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f&tioDs,  discounted  by  banks,  baakera,  and  certaio 
companies;  and  oo  bills  of  ezcbaoge  of  oertain 
descriptions;"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing ibe  rejection  of  the  joint  resolution  from 
this  House  for  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  removing  the  sittings  of 
Congress  to  some  other  building. 

THE  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  JoHNBON,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
success  of  the  enemy,  in  his  invasion  into  this 
District  in  August  last,  delivered  in  a  report  of 
very  great  length,  together  with  a  volumiaoos 
mass  of  documents.  This  report  (principally  of  a 
narrative  character)  Mr.  J.  moved  to  be  printed, 
together  with  the  following  docu.ments,  selected 
from  the  mass  laid  before  the  Committee,  as  tend- 
ing to  give  an  impartial  view  of  the  whole  trans- 
Botion: 

I.  A  report  of  the  Amy,  its  number  and  diateilNi* 
tion,  fneviods  to  the  Ist  July,  1814. 

3»  Letter  of  CirioBelMoiuBQe,  then  Secretary  of  Slate. 

3.  Letter  of  General  AfaBStcon^  lata  Secietary  of 
War* 

4.  Letter  from  the  Hon.  William  Jones,  Seoratary 
of  the  Navy. 

5.  Letters  from  the  Hon.  Sidliard  Rash,  Attorney 
General. 

6.  Communication  from  tha*War  Department,  in- 
cluding the  orders  in  relation  to  the  10th  military  dis- 
trict, t£a  requisition  of  the  4th  July,  and  the  correspon- 
dence with  the  Govemon  of  Pennsylvania,  Viigmia, 
and  Masyland,  and  with  General  Winder. 

7.  The  narrative  of  Gtoneral  Winder. 

8.  Reports  of  Generals  Standbnry,  Smitli,  Teung , 
Booglass,  and  Hnngerftnd ;  Cokmele  Stsrvatt,  Minor, 
Tayloe,  Laval,  and  Beell;  M^or  Pkikney;  wtA  Cep- 
taina  Bweii  and  Caldwell. 

9.  Report  from  the  Ifvry  Department,  inctadiag  the 
official  tepart  of  Gommedoie  Bamey. 

10.  Letfeen  from  General  Van  Neas,  Doctor  Catletl, 
and  John  Law. 

I I.  Reports  from  the  Ordnance  depaitment. 

18.  Sentence  of  the  court  martial  in  relation  to  G^>* 
tain  Dyson,  and  the  correspondence  between  him  and 
tlie  Secietary  of  War. 

13.  Report  from  the  Corporation  of  Alexandria,  in- 
cluding the  capitulation,  and  letter  from  General  John 
Maaon. 

14.  Report  from  the  Superintendent  of  PubUe  Build- 
ings. 

15.  Letter  from  William  Simmons. 

Mr.  OaoavBMoa,  of  New  York,  observing  the 
l^reat  volume  of  the  report  and  documents,  ob* 

{eeted  to  the  printing  of  these  papers,  lest  the 
eagth  of  time  it  would  occupy  should  delay  a 
oeasideratioB  of  the  report. 

Mr.  WsBBTBB,  of  New  Hampshire,  (a  member 
of  the  Committee  of  Investigation,)  hoped  the 
papers  would  be  printed.  He  dissented  altoge- 
tiier  from  the  manner  in  which  that  report  had 
been  prepared,  though  he  was  willing  to  do  jns* 
tice  to  the  assiduity  of  tbe  obairman  of  the  com- 
outtee  in  matariag  the  repocL    As  soon  as  the 


documents  should  be  properly  in  the  possession 
of  the  House,  Mr.  W.  said  he  should  think  it  hia 
duty  to  make  some  motion  on  the  subject.  The 
report  itself  had  indeed  been  a  product  of  great 
labor — it  was  a  sort  of  chronicle — but.  in  bis  vieW| 
it  answered  no  one  purpose  fur  which  the  commit- 
tee who  made  it  bad  been  appointed.  So  far  from 
clearing  up  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  our  arms 
at  this  place,  be  thought  it  was  calculated  ( though 
not  intended)  to  cover  up  in  a  mass  of  prolixity 
and  detail  what  be  considered  a  most  disgraceful 
transaction. 

Mr.  QaosvBNOB  withdrew  his  opposition  to  the 
printing  of  these  papers. 

Mr.  JoHNBON  said,  the  House  would  form  its 
judgment  of  the  manner  in  which  the  committee 
had  discharged  their  duty,  from  the  documents 
collected  by  it  and  presented  to  the  House,  and 
from  the  statements  offsets,  and  the  conclusions 
which  they  had  drawn  therefrom.  The  com- 
mittee had  deemed  it  their  duty — and  that  daty 
they  performed  without  favor  or  affection-*-to 
speak  freely  apon  all  subjects  arising  from  the 
transaction,  the  development  of  which  bad  been 
committed  to  them,  except  on  the  solitary  quee- 
tion  of  military  conduct.  They  had  collected  aU 
the  faets  that  had  come  to  their  knowledge  in  re- 
lation to  the  military  movement8,aod  had  thought 
proper  to  leave  for  the  decision  of  those  equallf 
qualifled  with  themselves  to  judge  what  better 
oaight  have  been  done.  If  the  committee  had 
erred  in  any  of  their  opinions^  those  opinioBs  were 
subject  to  the  will  of  the  House.  la  relatioa  to 
the  Baere  military  question,  whenever  the  proper 
opportunitv  presented  itself,  he  was  not  dispelled 
to  withhold  either  censure  or  praise,  when  it  anoald 
appear  to  him  to  be  due.  He  woaid  ventare  to 
say,  whatever  difference  of  opinion  might  arise 
on  these  points  on  which  the  committee  had  nee 
expressed  an  opinion,  on  those  on  whteh  it  had 
expresaed  an  opinion,  its  views  would  reeeive  the 
sanction,  not  onl]r  of  the  Honae,  b|it  of  the  whole 
world.  In  relation  to  hioMelf,  Mr.  J.  said,  he 
claimed  no  other  merit  than  having  toiled  with 
the  rest  of  the  eoaaraittee  in  Boaking  np  an  opim- 
ioB  on  the  subject,  Ac. 

Mr.  Wbbbtbr  said,  he  should  be  sorry  to  be 
supposed  to  have  found  fault  with  the  naanner  of 
execution  of  the  principle  adopted  by  the  com« 
m  it  tee.  He  complained  thai  the  committee  had 
not  thought  proper  to  ex  press  any  decided  optaion 
on  the  traosaetions  submitted  to  their  iavestiga* 
tion.  Although  the  fact  was  announced  that  the 
enemF  had  landed  within  fifty  miles  of  this  place, 
and  that  twelve  hundred  men  of  their  army  had 
overthrown  all  the  force  collected  here  with  two 
months'  notice,  no  opinion  was  expressed  of  these 
circumstances.  Neither  would  it  be  seen  in  the 
report  that  the  burning  of  the  Navy  Yard  was 
justifiable,  or  whether  it  was  not  an  act  of  in* 
fiituatiott. 

[Here  the  Spbacbb  interrupted  Mr.  W.,  and 
called  his  attention  to  the  question.] 

Mr.  W.  said  he  objected  to  the  report,  because 
it  expressed  no  opinion,  *«>d  servea  m  ^o  degree 
to  lead  the  public  sentiment  m  c«»|>«cttotkis  db- 
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aster,  and  it  was  therefore  that  he  proposed  to 
question  its  correctness,  &c.  He  heartily  coq- 
curred  in  the  motion  for  printing  the  report. 

Mr.  Johnson  moved  to  refer  the  report  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  make  it  the  order 
for  the  third  Monday  in  December.  This  would 
leave  the  report  open  to  discussion,  in  which, 
come  when  it  would,  he  proposed  to  be  in  the 
front  rank  and  not  in  the  rear.  On  this,  as  on  all 
other  occasions,  he  should  face  his  duty  as  be- 
came a  man. 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  suggested  the 
propriety  of  the  report's  lying  on  the  table  until 
printed.  When  the  House  should  be  in  full  pos- 
session of  its  contents,  they  would  be  able  to  act 
on  it  more  intelligently,  &.c.  This  suggestion, 
however,  was  overruled,  and  the  reference  and 
printing  of  the  report,  as  moved,  were  both 
agreed  to. 

FISCAL  AFFAIRS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  viz:  the  motion 
to  print  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas* 
ury,  yesterday  laid  before  the  House  by  the  bank 
committee. 

Mr.  Bppes,  of  Virginia,  said  he  thought  the 
best  course  to  pursue  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
would  be  to  recommit  the  letter  to  the  committee 
who  reported  it,  or  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  Mr.  E.  said  he  understood  the  fact 
to  be,  that  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  public  to 
meet  any  payment  of  the  public  debt,  had  not 
arisen  from  any  want  of  funds,  but  froni  the  diffi- 
culty of  transporting  those  funds.  He  had  un- 
derstood, for  instance,  that  there  were  sufficient 
funds  in' Baltimore  to  meet  the  payments  which 
it  was  necessary  to  make  at  Philadelphia.  It  was 
important  for  the  public  to  know  that  the  difficul- 
ties adverted  to  by  the  Secretary,  in  his  letter,  had 
proceeded  from  causes  which  materially  affected 
the  ability  of  individuals  to  meet  their  engage- 
ments, and  not  from  want  of  foresight  in  the 
financial  department,  or  from  a  disregard  to  the 
inviolability  of  the  public  en^^agements.  Another 
reason  induced  him  to  believe  that  this  letter 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  At  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, that  committee  had  reported  their  opinion 
that  it  was  not  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
further  to  rely  on  loans;  they  had  therefore  re- 
ported to  the  House  a  plan  to  provide  for  the  ways 
and  means  of  the  ensuing  year,  not  bottomed  on 
loans.  While  their  report  was  before  the  House, 
and  not  acted  on,  the  new  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury arrived,  and  took  his  station  at  the  head  of 
that  department.  The  committee,  conceiving  it 
due  to  him  to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  express 
his  views  on  the  subject,  had  called  on  him  to  do 
80.  In  this  letter  to  them,  he  had  preferred  a  dif- 
ferent system  to  that  they  had  recommended  for 
the  relief  of  the  immediate  exigencies  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and,  instead  of  providing  for  a  national 
circulating  medium,  had  relied  on  the  aid  to  be 
affoi;ded  by  a  National  Bank.  Mr.  E.  said  he 
had  no  wish  whatever  to  cast  censure  on  the  Sec- 


retary of  the  Trea8Qr]r,  but  to  screen  bimaelf.and 
the  committee  to  which  he  belonged,  from  cen- 
sure for  any  alleged  deficiency  in  the  provision 
for  the  supplies  (or  the  present  quarter.  Every 
supply  asked  for  by  the  Treasury  had  been  granted 
bv  Congress — being  merely  a  partial  loan  to  sop- 
ply  the  deficiency  created  by  sending  a  part  of 
the  twenty-five  million  loan  to  Europe  for  sale. 
The  idea  of  the  Secretary  was,  that,  with  the  aid 
of  a  National  Bank,  he  could  negotiate  the  bal- 
ance of  the  loan  within  the  present  quarter,  so  as 
to  meet  the  demands  against  the  Treasury  within 
that  period.  No  blame,  therefore,  rested  on  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  this  respect; 
they  had  acquitted  themselves  of  their  duty. 
There  was  another  reason  why  he  thought  the 
letter  ought  to  be  committed  as  he  proposed.  If 
there  was  no  adequate  provision  for  the  demands 
of  the  present  quarter  provision  ought  to  be  im- 
mediately made  to  enable  our  citizens  having 
unsatisfied  claims  on  the  Government  to  fund  the 
balances  due  to  them,  or  receive  interest  on  the 
amount  of  them.  For  another  reason,  he  thought 
the  letter  ought  to  be  referred.  The  ctrrom- 
stances  stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
required  that  some  circulating  medium  should  be 
forthwith  established  to  prevent  embarrassment 
to  the  Government  from  the  recurrence  of  like 
difficulties. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB,  of  Oeorgia,  said  he  was  opposed 
to  the  proposed  reference  of  this  letter  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  because  there 
was  no  information  contained  in  it,  he  presumed, 
which  was  not  already  in  possession  of  the  House ; 
and  because  no  scheme  of  finance  was  suggested 
in  it  which  had  not  been  already  before  that  com- 
mittee. It  appeared  to  him  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  misapprehended  a  part  of  the  letter 
altogether,  when  he  considered  it  as  persooaiif 
concerning  himself.  Mr.  F.  said  he  could  not  see 
anything  in  the  letter  which  threw  a  censare  on 
the  Comnaittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  on  any 
part  of  this  House.  He  saw  no  general  reason 
for  the  reference,  and  he  could  not  see  the  force 
of  the  particular  reason  which  the  gentleman  had 
assigned. 

The  (question  was  then  taken  on  reference, 
and  carried ;  and  also  on  printing,  and  likewise 
carried.    [For  the  letter,  see  ante  page  651.] 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  KiLBODRN,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  ever  con- 
sidered it  to  be  the  interest  of  the  United  States 
that  a  National  Bank  should  be  established,  for 
the  convenient  management  of  its  finances.  It 
was  with  satisfaction  he  found  that  to  be  the 
opinion  of  a  great  majority  of  the  House,  by  the 
vote  some  time  ago,  on  the  proposition  that 
it  was  expedient  to  establish  a  National  Bank. 
The  project  before  the  House  having  been  reject- 
ed, he  held  in  his  hand  a  resolution  embracing  a 
sketch  of  a  plan  which,  if  approved,  might  be  pat 
into  the  shape  of  a  bill.  Mr.  K.  then  ofiTered  his 
resolution  for  consideration. 

Raohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instmeted  to  prepare,  in  doe  ftna,  and  report  to  this 
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HoQBO,  A  biO  to  MtobUdi  a  National  Bank,  of  wbieh 
the  folJowiDg  ihall  bo  the  principal,  or  prominent  lea- 
tnree,  vis :  It  ahall  be  called  the  National  Bank  of  the 
United  States    It  shall  be  aeated  in  the  dtj  of  Phila^ 
delphia,  bat  may  have  branches  throughout  the  Union. 
The  capital  stock  thereof  shall  be  fifty  mUUons  of  dol- 
lar** divided  into  five  hundred  thousand  shares,  of  one 
hundred  dollars  each.    Thirty  millions  of  the  capital 
may  be  subscribed  by  individuals,  companies,  and  cor^ 
porations ;  and  twenty  millions  thereof  shall  be  sub- 
icribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  behalf  of 
Lhe  United  States.    The  thirty  millions,  subscribed  by 
Individuals,  companies,  and  corporations,  shall  be  paid 
ifct  proper  periods,  as  follows,  viz :  six  millions  in  spe- 
cie, eighteen  millions  in  stock  created  since  the  year 
1811,  and  six  millions  in  Treasury  notes  issued  since 
the  commencement  of  the  war ;  that  is  to  say,  on  each 
■hare  twenty  dollars  in  specie,  sixty  dollars  in  stock, 
and  twenty  dollars  in  Treasury  notes.    The  twenty 
millions   subscribed  for  the  United  States,  shall  be 
paid  in  Treasury  notes  hereafter  to  be  issued,  or  in 
stock  of  the  United  States,  to  be  hereafter  oreated.  For 
the  management  of  the  bankf  there  shall  be  fifteen  di- 
rectors, nine  of  whom  shall  be  elected  by  the  individual 
stockholders ;  and  six  shall  be  nominated  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States.    The  board  of  directors  shall 
appoint  the  president,  and  all  other  ofllcers  and  ser- 
vants of  the  principal  bank  and  of  the  branches.    The 
charter  to  continue  twenty  years,  and  no  other  bank 
charters  to  be  granted  by  Congress  during  that  time, 
except  to  the  banking  associations  now  fonfled  within 
the  District  of  Columbia.     Subscriptions  to  be  opened 
in  one  or  more  places  in  every  State  and  Territory,  and 
in  the  Distrfet  of  Columbia,  under  the  care  of  proper 
aaperintendents.    The  bank  shall  go  into  operatien,  so 
soon  as  one  million  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  [as 
intended  iwehe  millions  of  dollars,]  in  due  proportion 
of  specie,  stock,  and  Treasury  notes,  is  paid  in  upon  the 
aubecripdons.   The  bank  shall  be  authoiiaed  torseeive, 
upon  all  loans  it  shall  make,  an  interest  at  the  rate  of 
Are  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  no  mere.    When  the 
subsoriptions  shall  be  filled  to  the  amount  of  fifty  mil- 
lions, and  the  same  be  paid  in,  the  bank  may  be  required 
to  loan  to  the  Government  twenty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  at  any  time  prior  to  the  completing  of  that 
amount  of  subscription,  it  may  be  required  to  loan  to 
Government,  in  that  proportion,  to  the  amount  actually 
subscribed  and  paid  in.    It  shall  be  the  right  and  duly 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  inspect  all  the 
books  of  the  bank,  and  Congress  may  appoint  commit^ 
tees  for  that  purpose.    And  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be  empowered,  in  certain  cases,  and 
daring  certain  limited  periods,  to  authoriie  or  direct 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments  at  the  bank,  or  to 
substitute  therefor  certain  Treasury  notes ;  which  sus- 
pension, or  substitution,  with  the  causes  thereof,  he 
ahall  make  publie  by  proclamation ;  and  the  same,  in 
like  manner,  to  reeall  and  revoke,  when  the  cause  or 
causes  shall  cease  to  operate ;  or,  in  case  of  their  con- 
tinuance, to  lay  the  same  before  Congress  at  the  next 
session  thereafter,  that  they  may  take  such  measures 
thereon  as  shall  appear  to  them  expedient. 

[Had  the  foregoing  been  received  and  adopted  by  the 
House,  Mr.  K.  intended  to  have  added  the  following 
proposition,  vix :  Congress  shall  have  power,  when  they 
shall  deem  it  expedient,  to  extend  the  capital  of  the 
bank  to  960,000,000,  by  aothorixing  a  further  snb- 
•cription,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  of  910,000,- 


000,  payable  in  six  per  cent,  sto^  of  the  United  Statoe; 
and,  in  such  case,  there  shall  be  appointed,  as  above, 
on  behalf  of  the  Oovemment,  three  additional  direetoia 
in  the  board.} 

This  rootioD  the  Spbakbr  pronoanced  to  be  on^ 
of  order,  as,  in  sabstance  and  matter,  the  same  aa 
that  already  rejected  by  the  Hoase,  and  which, 
therefore,  could  not  now  be  resumed,  aoless  by  a 
▼ote  of  reeonsidermiion  to-day. 

Mr.  KiLBouRN  remarked,  that  he  had  not  an* 
derstood  that  his  motion  would  be  considered  by 
the  Chair  out  of  order,  or  he  would  not  bare  pro* 
posed  it.  He  the  more  readily  withdrew  it,  be* 
cause  he  understood  that  it  was  yet  intended  to 
move  a  reconsideration  of  the  rote  of  yesterday. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Eppbs,  the  House  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

TAX  ON  DISTILLED  LIQUORS,  d^c. 

The  bill  to  provide  an  additional  revenue  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  and 
for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  by  laying  an 
additional  duty  on  spirits  distilled,  and  for  amead- 
iog  the  act,  already  in  existence,  for  taxing  that 
article,  was  read  a  third  time.  [The  additional 
tax  is  fixed  at  twenty  cents  per  gallon  on  the 
quantity  distilled.] 

Mr.  Gannon,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Way  sand  Means. 

Oh  this  motion  Mr.  C.  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  two  objections  to  the  bill 
in  its  present  shape,  which  I  think  probably  the 
House  will  remedy,  in  the  event  tbis  motion 
succeed.  In  the  first  place,  I  object  to  the  amount 
of  the  additional  duty  on  the  article  on  which 
we  are  about  to  increase  the  tax;  and  in  the 
second  place,  I  also  object  to  the  mode  in  which 
this  tax  is  about  to  be  laid.  The  double  mode 
of  laying  the  tax  now  about  to  be  adopted,  is 
somewhat  intricate  and  vexatious,  and  I  think 
would  be  calculated  to  produce  much  difficulty 
to  the  persons  who  collect  the  revenue,  as  well 
as  all  those  who  may  be  engaged  in  making  spirits. 
Sir,  said  he,  by  continuing  the  tax  on  the  capacity 
of  the  stills,  yuu  subject  all  those  persons  engaged 
in  this  business,  to  all  the  trouble,  difficulty,  and 
inconvenience  of  goinf  to  the  collectors  from  the 
difiereot  parts  of  the  collection  districts,  and  carry- 
ing with  them  their  securities,  and  giving  bonds 
to  the  collector  for  the  tax  on  the  capacity,  that 
you  otherwise  would  do,  were  the  whole  of  the 
tax  laid  in  that  way;  and  now.  in  addition  to  all 
thisj  vou  are  about  to  subject  tne  owner  of  every 
distillery,  who  may  thiok  proper  to  use  it  under 
this  law,  to  the  additional  trouble  and  incon- 
venience of  keeping  an  exact  account  of  every 
drop  of  spirits  made  in  his  distillery,  and  render 
the  same  to  the  collector  of  the  revenue  four  times 
in  each  and  every  year ;  to  be  sworn  to,  either  by 
himself  or  by  the  person  or  persons  who  may  he 
employed  in  attending  his  distillery ;  this  I  think, 
sir,  will  produce  much  embarrassment  and  diffi- 
culty. It  must  be  known  to  everv  member  in 
this  House,  that  in  many  parts  of  the  United 
States— 1  know  it  ia  the  case  m  xy^^  Wesiera 
country— the  owners  of  distilleries  ^r^q^enllv  have 
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other  pcftoDs  empiofed  to  aUead  ihom;  and 
someiimes  ia  tbe  coarae  of  two  or  three  months 
they  ha^e  twoor  tiiree  d  ifferent  persoos  id  their  em- 
ploy, whom  they  would  fiod  it  difficult  and  almost 
impossible  to  collect  tofether,  aod  have  present 
at  the  time  of  renderiag  to  the  collector  their 
different  accounts  of  the  amount  of  spirits  dis- 
tilled (during  the  time  pointed  out  in  this  bill,)  in 
which  they  are  required  to  make  said  returns. 
Again,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  similar  additional  trouble 
aiM  difficulty  most  be  imposed  on  tbe  collector. 
If  this  bill  passes  with  its  present  profisions, 
be  will  certainly  have  to  keep  some  kind  of  a 
separate  book,  containing  the  amount  of  spirits 
made  by  each  person  engaged  in  distilling  spirits 
in  his  district,  within  tbe  certain  stated  period, 
pointed  out  by  this  bill ;  he  most  certainly  first 
know  the  precise  amount  of  spirits  made  by 
each  individual,  before  he  can  possibly  know  the 
amount  of  additional  revenue  to  demand  and 
collect  from  each  distiller  in  his  district.  Thus, 
^r,  I  think  I  have  clearly  shown  that  a  two-fold 
difficulty,  trouble,  and  expense,  will  be  imposed 
by  this  mode  of  laying  the  uz,  both  on  the  col- 
lectors of  the  revenue  as  well  as  those  engaged 
in  distilling  spirits;  and  that,  too,  without  the 
smallest  possible  benefit  either  to  Individuals  or 
theGtovernment.  And  although  I  would  have  pre- 
ferred an  increase  of  the  tax  on  tbe  capacity  of 
the  stills,  to  a  certain  extent,  because  I  thins  it 
the  most  certain  revenue;  at  the  same  time  I  think 
it  better  to  lay  the  whole  tax  on  the  gallon,  than  to 
adopt  the  measure  now  before  us.  Either  mode 
of  laying  the  tax  I  think  far  preferable  to  this 
double  mode  of  taxation.  Either  of  the  modes  I 
have  suggested  for  increasinff  the  tax,  I  think  far 
better  than  the  one  contemplated  by  the  House; 
with  only  half  the  trouble  and  difficulty  to  en- 
counter, it  would  produce  precisely  the  same  cur- 
rent of  revenue. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  is 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
has  told  us  that  the  tax  laid  on  the  capacity  of 
the  stills,  by  the  former  act  of  Congress,  produces 
a  certain  revenue  which  he  could  not  consent  to 

£*ve  up,  because  tbe  other  mode  proposed,  to  lay 
e  tax  on  tbe  gallon,  was  more  uncertain.  This 
certainly  would  be  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of 
increasing  the  tax  on  the  capacity  of  the  stills, 
because,  if  you  increase  the  tax  in  that  way  to  a 
certain  amount,  you  will  still  continue  to  have  a 
certain  revenue  to  anticipate.  But,  sir,  as  it  is 
contemplated  to  be  laid  by  this  bill,  you  cannot 
know  what  your  revenue  will  be,  derived  from 
that  article,  until  you  can  ascertain  the  amount 
of  spirits  made  and  returned  to  the  collectors 
under  the  provisions  of  the  law.  And  in  addition 
to  all  this,  be  assured,  if  the  tax  is  increased  to 
this  amount  and  in  the  manner  contemplated  by 
the  bill  now  under  consideration,  it  will  have  a 
tendency,  in  a  great  dej^ree,  to  depress  the  business 
of  makiogdomestic  spirits  throughout  the  United 
States.  The  price  of  this  article  consequently 
must  be  vastly  increased ;  and  all  this  increased 
price  on  the  large  quantiiiesthat  must  be  purchased 
by  the  Government  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  will 


amonot  to  the  same^  as  respects  the  Qorerawentf 
as  a  reduction  o[  the  revenue  derived  fnwi  this 
article.  Certainly  it  cannot  be  the  intcstioa  W 
this  House  to  lay  such  eaorraoos  datiee  on  the 
distilling  of  spirits,  as  to  prevent  those  peiaoos 
owning  distilleries  from  using  tbeno,  nor  can  it 
at  this  time  be  the  interest  of  the  CSoveriHaeat  to 
impose  such  taxes  on  them  as  will  in  a  very  great 
decree  dimininh  the  Quantity  made,  as,  by  doing 
this,  the  verv  object  or  the  law  will  be  defeated ; 
instead  of  obtaining  a  larger  amount  of  revenoe, 
than  that  derived  heretofore,  I  fear  we  would  ob- 
tain less.  Sir,  1  cannot  see,  for  my  own  part, 
the  policy  of  laying  nuch  heavy  taxes  on  our  in- 
fant manufactures,  so  useful  in  our  country,  and 
so  indispensable  to  increase  tbe  wealth  and  pros- 
perity ot  this  nation.  I  would  think  it  naach  better 
to  bear  as  lightly  on  them  as  possible,  and  aadcavoK 
to  give  them  every  eocouragement  in  oor  power. 
Sut,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  return  more  ioiiBediate&y 
to  the  suli^t  before  yon,  I  contend  that  the  tax 
contemplated  to  be  laid  by  this  bill,  is  imjast  and 
unequal.  A  distillery,  the  whole  csinblishBient 
of  which  woold  not  cost  more,  perhapu^  than  6re 
hundred  or  one  thousand  dollars,  under  this  kw 
the  owner  for  using  the  same  one  year  would  pro- 
bably have  to  pay  a  tax  of  seven  hundred  or  one 
thousand  dollars,  being  as  mnch,  or  perhaps  more 
than  the  property  thus  used  woold  be  worth. 
If  you  p»ss  the  bill  in  its  present  shape,  what 
would  be  the  situation  of  the  poor  man.  owning 
a  small  distillery  of  this  description,  with  but 
little  property  of  any  other  description,  when 
oompared  with  thnt  of  a  wealthy  citizen  owoLag 
vaet  property  of  a  differeat  description?  Why, 
sif ,  the  poor  man  thus  owning  a  distillery,  whoae 
whole  property  inelndiii^  the  sane  not  aaaoont- 
ing  to  mote  than  aereo  or  eight  bundred  doUan, 
woold  have  to  pay  to  the  Governmeoc  for  ummg 
his  distillery  ome  year,  an  anoimt  eqoai  to  the 
value  of  his  whole  property,  while  lus  wenltky 
neiglibor  would  be  secured  in  the  enjoynneat  ot 
property  of  perhaps  ten  times  his  amount,  with- 
out paying  half  as  much  to  tbe  support  of  tbe 
Qovernment.  A  law  of  this  kind,  I  think,  will 
certainly  have  an  unjust  as  well  as  an  uneqoal 
operation.  I  am  willing  to  go  as  far  as  any  mem- 
ber in  this  House  in  tbe  adoption  of  such  mea- 
sures as  will  support  the  Government  and  revive 
the  public  credit,  but  at  the  same  time  I  think  we 
ought  to  endeavor  to  lay  our  taxes  and  increase 
our  revenue  in  such  way  as  will,  as  near  as  po»> 
aibl&  have  an  equal  bearing  on  all  the  people  of 
tbe  United  States,  and  to  call  on  each  individual 
more  in  pro|»rtioo  to  his  wealth,  and  conse- 
quently his  ability  to  pay.  I  am  confident,  if  this 
bill  paasea  without  altmcioo.  it  will  d^at  the 
object  we  have  in  view — it  will  pnt  down  inaay 
of  the  distilleries  in  every  part  of  the  coantry,  aB4 
instead  of  tnereasing,  may,  perhaps,  kaaea  the 
revenue.  Sir,  it  is  very  £ar  from  being  my  olqect 
10  throw  obetaeles  in  the  way  of  any  meaanieseai- 
enlated  to  get  tbe  Oovemmcnt  out  of  iu  pieMt 
difficulties,  nor  would  I  have  made  this  moiioa 
to  recommit  the  bill  for  tbe  porpooe  of  changing 
it,  and  reducing  tbe  tax,  had  I  believed  it  was  tbe 
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tnteotioa  of  thre  House  to  raise  the  tties  oo  any 
other  property,  or  articles  of  any  description,  e^Bal 
to  the  tax  eontemplated  by  this  bill.  But,  believ- 
ing DO  article  or  other  property  will  be  taxed 
eqaal  to  it,  I  cannot  vote  for  this  bill  as  it  now 
stands.  I  believe  it  to  be  inconsistent  with  those 
grand  pri«eiples  of  justice  and  equality  that  should 
at  all  times  distinj^rttish  the  conduct  of  this  Lef- 
islatire  body.  Were  I  to  give  this  ineasore  my 
support,  I  should  beliere  I  was  supporting  a  mea- 
sure, the  operation  of  which  would  be  onjast 
and  uneqcral  in  its  operation,  not  only  as  it  re^ 
spects  the  different  States  in  the  Union,  but  also 
between  individuals  who  are  citizens  of  the  same 
State.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  McKih)  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Farrow,)  are  both  opposed 
to  the  recommitment  of  this  bill,  because  they 
thiok  the  House  has  previously  settled  the  ques- 
tion, as  to  the  amount  of  the  tax.  But,  sir,  it  must 
be  recollected,  when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
we  did  detennine  to  reduce  the  additional  tax  to 
fifteen  cents  per  gallon,  which  was  afterwards 
disiigreed  to  in  the  House ;  therefore  I  cannot  but 
hofie  the  motion  I  have  submitted  to  the  House 
for  recoaamitting  tke  bill  for  the  objects  I  have 
stated  will  prevail. 

Mr.  F18K,  of  Termoiit,  opposed  the  motion. 
This  tax,  be  oonteD^ed,  would,  in  the  result,  ex- 
hibit as  great  a  product  from  the  Eastern  as  West- 
ern Stat^  ^c. 

The  motion  for  recommitment  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Huhfhretb,  of  Tennessee,  in  an  argu- 
ment of  some  length,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  demonstrate  the  uaequlil  operation  of  this  tax 
as  affecting  relatively  the  Eastern  or  Western 
States. 

Mr.  GaosTEifOR  said,  be  hoped  the  bill  would 
not  be  recommitted.  If  there  were  no  better  rea- 
sons to  be  offered  for  such  a  motion,  than  those 
which  have  transpired  from  the  gentleman  just 
sat  down,  the  recommitment  would,  in  his  opin- 
ion, be  worse  than  useless.  The  gentleman,  Mr. 
G.  said,  moaned  most  piteously  about  the  unequal 
pressure  ef  the  bill ;  it  pressed  the  Western  States 
to  the  earth,  while  the  Bast  and  the  North  escape 
tbe  pressare.  How  is  this  made  out?  Why, 
says  the  gentleman,  the  State  of  Connecticut  has 
much  more  property  than  that  of  Tennessee;  yet 
the  land  tax  of  the  trst  is  about  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  tbeosand  dollars,  while  that  of  the  latter 
is  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand.  Why,  said  Mr. 
O.,  has  the  gentleman  forgotten  that  blessed  prin- 
ciple in  our  Constitution  which  gives  a  represen- 
tation of  his  slaves  ?  And  does  be  not  know  that 
tbe  consequence  was,  that  representation  and  di- 
rect taxation  should  jump  together.  Tennessee, 
-with  nearly  fifty  thousand  less  of  free  popalationj 
yet  has  a  number  of  representatives  equal  to  Con- 
necticut. Hence  it  is,  that  the  direct  tax  in  the 
two  States  must  be  eqaal.  The  gentleman  must 
thank  the  Southern  patriots  for  this,  and,  if  he 
dislikes  it,  join  to  amend  the  Constitution.  But 
look  at  the  indirect  taxes;  by  the  report  of  the 
Secretary,  Connecticut  has  paid,  of  internal  du- 
ties, more  than  fifty-eight  thoosaad  dollars,  while 


in  the  same  period,  Tennessee  has  paid  only  eight- 
een thousand  dollars.  Thus,  sir,  it  is  appareat, 
the  complaints  of  the  West  are  wholly  unfound- 
ed. The  Indirect  laxes  press  harder  upon  tbe 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  than  upon  the 
West.  The  gentleman  has  asked,  if  he  should 
vote  for  this  bill,  what  he  should  say  to  bis  coa- 
stituents,  when  he  should  return  home?  I  will 
relieve  the  gentleman  from  hi«  difficulty ;  he  may 
tell  them,  that  three  years  ago  this  nation  was 
basking  in  peace.  All  the  revenues  for  the  sup- 
port of  tbe  Government  were  derived  from  eom» 
roerce,  and  the  country  prospered  while  you  were 
free  from  burdens.  You  became  loud  for  war ; 
you  forced  all  your  representatives  on  this  floor 
to  vote  for  war.  Commerce  was  of  course  de- 
stroyed, and  ail  our  revenue  vanished.  To  sup- 
port this  war^  which  was  in  part  compelled  by 
you,  this  bill  is  now  indispensable ;  you  must  be 
content  with  deep  taxation;  yon  must  "  pay  for 
the  whistle  which  you  have  purchased."  This 
may  be  the  conclusive  answer,  said  Mr.  G.,  to  any 
reproach  which  the  gentleman  may  receive  from 
his  constituents. 

Mr.  Ingsrsoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  the 
reeommttment.  In  the  dispute  between  the  East- 
ern and  Western  Slates,  the  intermediate  ground 
was  entirely  overlooked;  though  he  conteaded 
Pennsylvania  would  pay  as  large  a  proportion  of 
the  tax  as  any  other  Slate ;  and  therefore  he  should 
vote  for  it,  because  he  was  desirous  that  State 
should,  in  the  present  crisis,  contribute  its  full 
proportion.  Amona  other  thinas,  speaking  in 
support  of  the  tax,  Mr.  I.  said,  he  could  not  see 
why,  whenever  this  whiskey  tax  came  up,  so  many 
wry  facesshoald  be  made  upon  it;  and  the  amount 
of  the  tax  could  not  be  coiutdered  very  oppressive, 
when,  even  after  the  tax  was  laid,  a  man  might 
make  himself  dead  drunk  for  sixpence. 

Mr.  HiwPaBBTa,  in  reply  to  Mr.  QRoavBNoa, 
who  remarked,  that  even  if  tbe  tax  did  oparate 
oppressively,  tbe  people  of  tbe  Weat  one bl  to 
bear  it  paiieatif .  because  macte  neoeattry  by  the 
war  for  whieb  fbey  bad  been  so  anxioas^-te- 
marked)  witb  maeh  poiM,  on  the  weakness  of 
^sargnaieat.  Tkapeoaleof  Teaaessee,  hesaid, 
had  advocated  tbe  war  irore  their  zeal  in  behalf 
of  the  rights  and  honor  of  tbe  eoumrv,  which 
they  believed  to  demand  it ;  and  it  would  be  bard 
indeed,  if  they  were  to  be  taxed  higher  than  other 
sections  of  the  Union,  because  more  devoted  to 
their  country's  rights. 

Mr.  KiLBODRXf,  of  Ohio,  also  advocated  the  re- 
commitment of  the  bill,  for  the  general  reasons 
assigned  by  other  jgenilemen.  The  tax  already 
in  existence,  he  said,  had  suppressed  or  slopped 
perhaps  one-balf  of  the  distilleries  in  his  dtstrtci, 
and  tbe  increase  now  proposed  of  four  hundred 
percent,  on  tbe  present  duty  would,  he  conceived, 
rather  redace  tban  increase  the  revenue,  as  be 
endeavored  to  demonstrate  by  a  number  of  argu- 
ments. 

Mr.  WcBSTBH,  of  New  Hampshire,  asked  for 
information  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  what 
proportioBof  the  direct  tax  within  that  State  was 
paid  by  non-residents? 
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Mr.  KiLBOUBN  admitted,  that  more  tbaD  one- 
half  of  the  last  direct  tax  ia  Ohio,  had.  ia  effect 
been  paid  by  non-residents,  though  hot  a  small 
part  more ;  but  that  four-fifths  of  the  soil  was 
owned  by  non-residents ;  which  disproportion  in 
the  amount  of  tax  paid  by  the  residents  to  the 
lands  owned  by  them,  he  might  have  mentioned 
when  up  before,  bad  he  been  so  disposed,  as  one 
of  the  hardships  uoder  which  the  State  labored. 

Mr.  McKiM  spoke  against  the  recommitment . 
of  the  bill,  and  in  reply  to  the  arguments  of  in- 
equality and  oppressiveness  in  its  operation,  both 
which  he  denied.  The  consumer  paying  the  tax, 
independent  of  the  general  view  of  the  taxes,  he 
believed  the  Atlantic  States  would  pay  as  large 
a  portion  of  this  particular  tax  as  the  Western. 

Mr.  Fabbow,  of  Souths  Carolina,  opposed  re- 
commitment, on  the  ground  that  the  question  had 
already  been  amply  discussed,  and  seriously  set- 
tled as  to  the  amount  of  the  tax  ;  though,  he  in- 
timated, he  should  be  opposed  to  the  passage  of 
the  bill  unless  a  provision  should  be  introduced 
into  it  allowing  a  drawback  on  exportation,  in 
order  to  avoid  a  violation  of  the  Constitutional 
provision  against  a  tax  on  exports. 

Mr.  Cannon  again  spoke  in  support  of  his  mo- 
tion. He  said  he  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  as  it 
now  stood ;  if  he  did,  he  should  believe  he  was 
voting  for  a  measUYe  whose  operation  would  be 
unjust  and  unequal — not  only  as  to  the  different 
States  of  the  Union,  but  as  to  the  citizens  of  the 
same  State.  As  the  House  had  already  once 
changed  its  vote  on  this  subject,  he  hoped  it 
might  in  this  instance  yield  to  his  wishes  for  a 
recommitment. 

The  question  on  a  recommitment  of  the  bill 
was  then  decided  in  the  ne^tive — for  recommit- 
ment 44,  against  it  111,  as  lollows: 

YiAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Bowen,  Burwell, 
Caldwell,  Cannon,  Clark,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cul- 
peper,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Duvall, 
Findlej,  Forney,  Franklin,  Harris,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Humphreys,  Hongeribrd,  Irwin,  Kerr»  Kiiboom, 
]>le,  Maoon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery, 
Murfiee,  Ormaby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rea  of 
Pennsjlvsnia,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Tann^iill,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard, 
Bamett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia, 
Bigelow,  Bines,  Bovd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham, 
Brown,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Chappeli,  Gilley,  Clop- 
ton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crouch, 
Cuthbert,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts  Denoy- 
elles,  Earle,  Ely,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Oeddes, 
Oholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hale, 
Hall,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hal- 
bert,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  Sfork,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Ker- 
riiaw.  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Law,  Leflferts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  Mc* 
Kim,  Miller,  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oak- 
ley, Parker,  Pickerittg,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John 
Reed,  Wilham  Reed,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Ruggles, 
Sage,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Shipberd,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Sto^ton,  Stnrges,  Taggait,  Taylor, 


Tetlair,  Tbomp«>n,  Tnmp,  Udiee,  Voea,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  WUcox,  WiUiam% 
Wilson  of  Massachnsetta,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Winter. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  was  decided  by  the  following  vote: 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Avery,  Baihoar,  Bard, 
Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradbary, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Calhonn,  Chappeli,  Cilley,  Cisplon, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Coz,  Crawlbrd,  Gtooch, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Maasadmsctta, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Earle,  Eppcm, 
Evans,  FindJey,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  fisk  of  New  York, 
Forsyth,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Goordin,  Griffin, 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Henderson,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Holbert,  IngecsoU, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 
of  KentudLv,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kershaw,  Kilbonm,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Lefferts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Maoon,  Mar- 
kell, McCoy,  McKim,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfree, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Oaklev,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Pleasanta,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schure- 
man, Seybert,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Stockton,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  TeUsir,  Tioop, 
Udree,  Voee,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  White, 
WUcoz,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Masaachnsetts,  Wileon 
of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Yanoej — 107. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Baylies  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Bigelow,  Boyd,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Cald- 
well, Cannon,  Champion,  Clark,  Creighton,  Calpeper, 
Desha,  Duvall,  Ely,  Farrow,  Forney,  Franklhi,  Geddes, 
Harris,  Humphreys,  Hungerfoid,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Kerr,  king  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lyie,  Mo- 
Kee,  McLean,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Piper, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Shefiey,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Stanford,  Storges,  and  Thompson — i2. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  two  other  tax  bills.  The  bill  first  taken  ap 
was  that  for  imposing  additional  tazea  on  pleasure 
carriages  and  the  harness  thereof. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  Mr.  Eppsa 
stated  in  a  very  lucid  manner,  the  grounds  on 
which  the  committee  had  framed  the  provisions 
of  this  bill  in  the  shape  in  which  it  was  presented 
to  the  House. 

This  bill  having  been  discussed  and  gone 
through,  the  other  bill,  for  imposiag  a  variety  of 
miscellaneous  taxes,  was  also  taken  up  and  gone 
through,  and  both  bills  were  reported  to  the  House. 


Wednesday,  November  30. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  New  York, 
Natbamibl  Howell,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  two 
tax  bills,  and  the  amendments  made  thereto  were 
taken  up  and  considered.  And  the  bills  banog 
been  further  discussed  and  amended,  were  or* 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims,  in  favor  of  William  At- 
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nold,  passed  tbroagh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  concanred  in  by  the  House^aDd  the  Com* 
roittee  of  Peasioos  aod  Revoluiiooary  Claims 
direectd  to  briog  ia  a  bill  accordioglf . 

The  bill  extend ing  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
setrlers  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  underwent  con- 
siderable discussion.  When  the  bill  was  reported 
to  the  House,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
authorizing  a  draught  of  80,000  militia  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  frontier,  and  on  the  bill  for  filling 
the  Regular  Army  by  a  classification  of  the  free 
male  population.  The  bills  were  no  more  than 
read  through,  when  (the  House  being  thin)  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  adjourned. 

Thursday,  December  1. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Plbabants,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  Establishment  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  authorizing  the 
judges  of  the  circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States 
to  call  special  courts,  for  the  trials  of  appeals  from 
the  decisions  of  the  district  courts  in  admiralty, 
and  especially  in  prize  cases. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
RoBBRTsoN,  aod  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table: 

Hesolved,  That  so  mach  of  the  rules  of  this  Hoase 
which  is  supposed  to  prevent  the  r6»ezaDiination  of  a 
subject  which  has  been  decided  on,  be  suspended,  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  transmitting  his 
report,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  ot  the 
House  of  the  3d  March,  1813,  upon  the  state  and 
condition  of  the  several  navy  yards  belonging  to 
the  United  States ;  which  were  read,  aod  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table, 

The  foKowing  Message  was  received  from  the 

PREBIDEIIT    OF  TBB  UlflTBD  StATBS  : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

RepreHniaHotB  of  the  United  Statu  .• 

I  transmit,  for  the  inlbrmation  of  Congress,  the  eom- 
mnnicattons  last  received  iiom  the  Ministers  Eztiaor* 
dinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
Ghent,  explaining  the  course  and  actual  atata  of  their 
negotiations  with  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Great  Britain. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

DscEXBsa  1,  1814. 

The  said  Message  and  communications  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations ;  and  5,000  copies  thereof  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this  House. 

PETITION  OP  JOHN  APPLBTON. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  peti- 
\ion  of  John  Appleton  ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Tbkasubt  DarABTiiKHT,  Noo.  88,  1814. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report, 
prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  S8th  day  of  October  last. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be^  very  respectfully,  sir,  year 
most  obedient  servant,  A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Hon.  L.  Caavxa,  iS^eoAer,  H,  of  R. 

Tbxasubt  DiPABTKSBT,  Nov,  S8,  1814. 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, dated  the  88th  October,  1814,  referring  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Appleton  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  Secretary  respectfully  reports : 

That  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties  fixes  the 
compensation  of  the  principal  asiessor  by  the  number 
of  days  employed  in  hearing  appeals  and  making  out 
lists,  allowing,  in  that  respect,  two  dollars  each  day ; 
and  by  the  number  of  taxable  persons  contained  in  the 
tax  lists  as  delivered  by  the  principal  assessors  to  the 
collectors,  allowing,  in  that  respect,  four  dollars  for 
every  hundred  taxable  persons.  But,  the  act  requires 
the  principal  assessors  to  perform  various  other  impor- 
tant services,  in  the  division  of  assessment  districts,  in 
the  appointment  and  direction  of  assistant  assessors, 
in  the  preparation  or  holding  appeals,  and,  generally, 
in  carrying  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  into  effect,  without  providing  any  compensa- 
tion for  those  services  independent  of  the  general  pro- 
vision, which  has  been  stated,  and  which,  it  is  seen, 
graduates  the  compensation,  by  reference  only  to  ser- 
vices performed  in  the  latter  stsges  of  official  duty. 

That,  on  the  27th  November,  1813,  the  petitioner, 
John  Appleton,  was  duly  appointed  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  be 
principal  assessor  for  the  tenth  Massachusetts  district ; 
and  that  the  petitioner  (as  it  is  understood  and  be- 
lieved at  this  Department)  entered  upon  his  official 
duties,  and  performed  all  the  services  required  by  the 
act  of  Congress,  until  the  Senate  rejected  his  nomina- 
tion, at  their  next  session,  and  until  the  rejection  was 
made  known  to  him,  as  well  as  the  appointment  of 
Samuel  Hoar  to  be  his  successor,  by  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  the  26th  March,  1814. 
That,  at  this  period,  however,  the  valuation  and  assess- 
ment of  the  direct  tax  had  not  been  matured ;  no  ap- 
peals had  been  heard,  and  no  lists  of  taxable  persons 
had  been  delivered  to  the  collector ;  but  the  petitioner 
promptly  and  fairly  delivered  his  official  books  and 
papers  to  his  successor,  reserving  his  right  of  compen- 
sation for  the  subsequent  consideratioB  of  the  proper 
department. 

That  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  some  compensation 
for  services  rendered  during  a  period  of  four  months 
cannot  be  denied,  consistently  with  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice ;  but  it  seems  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  late 
Secretdiy  of  the  Treasury  that  the  compensation  pre- 
scribed by  law  could  not  be  exceeded ;  that  the  whole 
was  payable  to  the  principal  assessor  in  office,  at  the 
time  of  holding  the  appeals  and  delivering  the  tax  lists 
to  the  collector ;  and  that  any  apportionment  of  the 
compensation  was  a  matter  of  private  arrangement  and 
agreement  between  the  new  and  the  old  officer.  The 
latter,  however,  has  claimed  the  whole  amount,  upon 
the  terms  of  the  act  of  Congress ;  and  his  account  has 
been  stated  and  settled,  accordingly,  by  the  Auditor 
and  Comptroller ;  but  the  warrant  for  payment  has  not 
yet  been  issued. 

That,  under  these  circnmstances,  the  order  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  has  made  it  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  revitiw  the  subject ;  and, 
with  every  proper  deference  for  the  judgment  of  his 
predecessor,  he  has  been  led  to  ^  xeault  differing,  in 
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tfome  meoare,  flom  the  opinion  tmpremed  hj  that 
ronocteble  ^ntleman. 

He  coDsiden  the  designmtion  of  e  principel  aeMMor 
ac  the  designation  of  an  officer,  and  not  of  a  penon ; 
and  that  the  whole  oompenaation  ia  siren  for  the  per- 
fivmance  of  the  whole  i^  the  dntj  of  the  office.  Whe- 
ther a  change  of  the  officer  ia  prodneed  bj  death,  lea- 
ignatiott,  or  removai  the  office  itaeU  and  the  duties  of 
the  office  equally  remain  entire  and  nnchanged* 

He  considers  the  opposite  construction  of  the  words 
of  the  act  as  hostile  to  its  spirit,  leading  to  a  contin- 
gent charge  upon  the  public,  which  the  Legislatnre 
did  not  contemplate,  or  to  the  oppression  of  an  individ- 
ual,  which  jnstioe  wiU  not  permit. 

He  considers  the  apportionment  of  the  compensa- 
tion, in  this  case,  between  the  first  and  the  second 
principal  assessors,  to  be  regularly  within  the  province 
of  the  accounting  officers  ot  the  Treasury;  and  that 
the  materials  for  making  it  (if  the  parties  should  net 
preler  an  amicable  ad|ustment}  may  readily  be  obtained. 
AU  whieh  is  reqiectlnlly  submitted. 

A.  i.  DALLAS. 

TAX  BILLS. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  proride  additional  rere- 
lilies  for  defraying  the  expensen  of  GoYemment 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  duties  on 
sales  at  auction ;  on  the  postage  of  letters ;  on 
licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  for- 
eign mercbaadise;  on  carriages  for  the  conrey- 
ance  of  persons,  and  on  plated  harness ;  was  read 
the  third  time.  And,  on  the  question  that  the 
same  do  pass,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
114,  nays  35, as  follows: 

Ymab — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andeason,  Av- 
ery, Barbour,  Bard,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Binee,  Bowen, 
Bradley,  Bfown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Chappell,  Clait,  Clopton,  Comatoek,  Con- 
diot,  Conard,  Coxe,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuthbeit, 
Dana,  Dans  of  Pennsylfmaia,  Denoyelle%  Desha,  Do- 
vall,  Barla,  Eppes,  Bvaas,  Farrow,  Fiik  of  VeruMiat, 
Forney,  Foiayth,  Franklin,  Gasloa,  Geddes^  Oholsen, 
Olaagow,  Ooodwyn,  Gourdin,  Chriffin,  Ofosvenor,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hasbrovck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kenln^y, 
Howell,  Hubbard,  Humphieys>  HungerfiMrd,  Ingenell, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johaeon  of  Virginia,  JoJinaoa 
of  Kentiiokv,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  &err,  Kershaw,  Kilbonrn,  Lefierts,Lowndea, 
I^fey  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim«  McLean,  Mont- 
gomery, Meore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton*  Oakley, 
Oimsby,  Parker,  Peanoa»  Piper,  Plensaats,  Rea  of 
Penn^lvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Rob- 
ertson, Sage,  Seybert,  Sharps  Shefiey,  Skinner,  Soutli 
of  New  York,  Smith  of  Peansyltania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  TannehiM,  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Troup^  Udree,  Ward  of  New  ieieey,  WiUianw, 
Wilaon  of  Pennsylvaniap  Wintsr,  and  Yaaeey. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baylies  of  MaesachuaeHs,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbusy,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Daven- 

e»rt,  Davia  of  Massachueetts,  Ely,  Hale^  Henderaeo, 
ulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Uand,  King  of  Maasachii- 
setts,  Law,  Lewie,  Lovett,  Markell,  Miller,  Meeeley, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schuieman, 
Shipherd,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Voce,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  and  Wilcox. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be,  *'An  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  doiles  on  sales  at  auction  $  on  the  postage  of 


letters;  on  licenses  to  retail  wises,  spirituous 
liquors,  am)  foreign  merchandise." 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  egpenses  of  Government 
and  maiiitaining  the  public  eredit,  by  dudes  on 
carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  and  the 
harness  used  therefor,  was  read  the  third  time  ; 
and,  on  the  qoeMtion  that  the  same  do  pass,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  120,  nays  34,  as 
follows : 

YsAs — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andenon,  At. 
ery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bines^  Bowea,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Batler,  CsMwell,  Calhoan,  CaBoon, 
Chappell,  Clark,  Comsteek,  Gondict,  Gesuid,  Cose, 
Crawford,  CTOighten,  Cioncii,  Culp^er,  Cvdibsrt, 
Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Fenuaylvania,  DoBoyettei, 
Desha,  Duvali,  £arle,  Eppes,  Evana,  Fanow,  Fiskcf 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  Yoik,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Frank- 
lin, Gaaton,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn, 
Gk>nrdin,  Griflin,  Grosvenor,  Hall,  Haitis,  HaaiiroiMk, 
Hawea,  Hendenon,  Hopkins  of  Kentneky,  HoweU, 
Hubbard,  Humphreys*  Hnngerfosd,IngeiBoi],  lagium, 
Irving,  Irwin,  Johnaon  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  Yoik,  Kent  of  Map 
ryUad,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  Lefferts,  Lewis, 
liownde^  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Muifiee,  Nelson,  New* 
ton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Bee  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Rob- 
ertson, Ssge,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Shelley,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Stuart,  Tknne- 
hill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  WhitSp  WilUams,  WUscm  of  Pennsytrsma, 
Winter,  and  Yancey. 

Nats— Mesas.  BsyKes  of  MaaaadmaaCIs^  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bmdbuiy,  Brighaa,  Chaa» 
pion,  CUkgr,  Clepten,  Davis  of  Msasschassttab  Ely, 
Hale,  Hnlbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  kUniA  Ki^r  oTMm- 
sachnssMs,  Law,  Lovstt,  MsiheU,  Mossley,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Patter,  John  Reed,  Rngglee,  Sdmreaan,  Ship- 
herd,  Sturges,  Tsggait,  Thompson,  Voas,  Waid  of 
Masaachusetts,  Weheter,  Wheaton,  and  Wileox. 

Ordered,  That  the  tttk  be,  '*Ao  act  to  peovidc 
additional  revenues  for  defrayiaf  iha  aipcnaes  of 
Gtovernmeni,  aod  HiaaMaiaing  the  pvbbc  eredii, 
by  duties  ea^oaniagea  for  the  ceftveyasoa  of  per- 
sons nad  tJie  hwDesa  used  thevafor.'' 


Fsmay,  Dteemhaa  2. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  to  extend  the 
time  of  Oliver  Evans's  patent  for  his  improve- 
ment on  steam  engines  */*  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Robbrtsom's  metiott,  to  suspend  so  much  of  the 
rule  of  the  House  as  precludes  the  rcooosideratioa 
of  any  subject  on  which  the  House  has  dnrtag 
the  same  session  decided. 

Some  debate  arose  on  the  motion,  whieh  vts 
supported  by  the  mover  and  by  Mr.  WtLsov  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  3TAHFOBO,aDd 
others.  In  the  course  of  the  debate,  it  was  nen- 
tioned  that  a  bill  on  the  subject  of  a  National 
Bank  was  io  preparation  in  the  Sesate.    Mr. 
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Ward,  of  Nev  Jeraef ,  mored  to  laf  the  retolii- 
tton  oa  the  table;  which  motioD  was  Begatj?ed, 
64  to  44. 

The  qaestion  wa&  then  takea  on  agreeing  to 
the  resointioD,  and  nef^tiTed,  as  follows:  For 
the  motion  50,  against  it  65. 

The  Speakbr  laid  hefoie  the  House  a  letter 
ffoin  the  Seereury  of  the  Treasury,  in  reply  to 
me  from  the  Speaker  rcqoiring  a  warrant  for 
money  to  defray  the  charges  of  this  House,  ap- 
;>rizing  him  that,  the  appropriation  on  this  head 
)eing  exhausted,  a  further  provision  therefor  by 
aw  was  necessary.  The  letter  was  ordered  to 
ie  on  the  table,  on  the  intimation  of  Mr.  Inqbaii 
hat  the  Comoiittee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
ibout  to  act  on  the  subject. 

A  report  was  receiTed  from  the  War  Depart- 
nent  on  the  petition  of  the  President  and  Direc* 
JOTS  of  the  Eastern  Branch  Bridge.  The  report 
itates  that  the  bridge  was  destroyed  at  the  instance 
)f  Gteoeial  Winder,  but  by  the  agency  of  the  Navy 
department,  and  under  the  immediate  snperin* 
endence  of  Captain  Creigbton. 

This  report  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lbwis  of 
i^irginia,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

WAR  MEASURES. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  re- 
olved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
be  several  bills  reported  by  the  Military  Coro- 
nittee  of  this  House, as  well  as  the  two  bills  from 
he  Senate  on  that  subject*  The  bill  first  taken 
ip,  was  the  bill  authoring  the  President  of  the 
Jnited  States  to  call  into  service  eighty  thousand 
bur  hundred  and  thirty  militia,  to  serve  two  years, 
or  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  united 
States. 

Mr.  Troup  said,  that  the  bill  before  them  be- 
ng  a  bill  from  the  Seoate,  which  had  not  been 
elerred  to  the  Military  Committee,  but  which 
lad  been  taken  up  on  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
nan  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  the 
Ibiilitary  Committee,  as  such,  were  strangers  to  its 
>rovisions.  It  was  not  to  be  expected,  therefore, 
bat  he  could  give  to  the  House  an  exposition  of 
ts  principles  and  detaiitb  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  no  doubt  prepared  to  do  so. 
Por  himself,  Mr.  T.  said  be  was  opposed  to  the 
neasure  of  the  Senate,  and  would  therefore  move 
;o  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill ;  it  would 
;ry  the  prineiple.  The  measure  of  the  Senate,  he 
iombly  eoneeived,  was  inadequate  to  the  object. 
[t  proposed  to  give  you  a  militia  force,  when  you 
inuit«d  not  a  militia  but  a  regular  force.  He  re- 
tpectfully  suggested  to  the  House,  in  considering 
:bts  subject,  the  propriety  of  endeaTorioij,  in  the 
irsi  place,  to  establish  the  principle  on  which  they 
would  rest  their  military  measures  for  the  further 
>rosecution  of  the  war ;  whether  it  were  the  prin- 
siple  of  classification  and  draughty  or  classification 
md  penalty ;  whether  the  principle  proposed  by 
ihe  Senate,  or  any  other  principle,  they  could  not, 
be  humbly  conceived,  arrive  at  any  conclusion 
satisfactory  to  the  House,  or  useful  and  honorable 
\o  the  country,  without  adopting  this  mode  of 
proceeding,  mviog  established  the  principle,  the 
13th  Con.  3d  Ssss. — 23 


Committee  of  the  Whole,  or  a  select  eommittee, 
might  consider  the  details. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  very  well  knew  that  mankind 
were  governed  by  their  hopes  and  fears ;  more  by 
their  hopes  than  their  fears ;  and  he  was  not  in- 
sensible of  the  effect  which  the  despatches  receiv- 
ed yesterday  from  our  Ministers  at  Ghent  miffht 
ba?e  on  the  measures  under  consideration.  He 
should  be  very  sorry  if  the  efiWct  would  be  to  in- 
duce the  Legislature  to  discontinue  or  relax  the 
preparations  necessary  for  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  war.  If  such  should  be  the  effect,  the 
enemy  might  have  g;ood  reason  to  exult  in  the 
success  of  a  diplomatic  trick  played  off  at  Ghent, 
which,  lulling  us  into  a  false  security,  would  en- 
able him  to  strike  us  at  the  opening  of  the  next 
campaign,  unarmed  and  unprepared.  If  he  should 
be  able  to  do  so,  he  would  begin  to  consider  him- 
self a  match  for  the  Yankees  in  cunning,  and  we 
would  repent  when  it  was  too  late.  Mr.  T.  said 
he  did  not  mean  to  say  we  would  not  have  peace 
— politics  were  too  uncertain  to  justify  such  a 
declaration — we  may  ha?e  peace  in  a  few  weeks. 
He  only  meant  to  say,  that  caleulatioos  founded 
on  events  which  may  happen  at  Ghent  or  at  Vi- 
enna, and  .which  would  induce  the  Legislature  to 
relax  in  the  necessary  preparations  for  the  next 
campaign,  ou^ht  not  to  be  iodul^ed;  measures 
ought  to  be  taxen,  not  on  a  supposition  of  speedy 
peace,  but  of  protracted  war.  If  peace  happeneu. 
the  preparation  for  war  would  do  no  harm.  It 
peace  did  not  happen,  the  want  of  preparation 
would  do  much  harm ;  it  might  lose  the  next  cam- 
paign, and  losing  the  next  campaign  might  lose 
the  objects  of  the  war.  I  only  suggest  tlMrefore, 
sir,  that  it  is  wise  and  prudent  to  act  as  if  the 
negotiations  at  Ghent  would  certainly  fail.  In 
submittiog,  sir,  to  the  Comiyiittee.  the  lew  obser- 
vations with  which  I  intend  to  trouble  them  on 
this  motion,  I  will  endeavor  to  satisfy  them  that 
the  measure  proposed  by  the  Senate  ought  not  to 
be  taken,  because  it  places  our  reliance  for  a  suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  the  war  on  irregular  militia; 
whereas  our  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  oa  dis- 
ciplined troops,  and  that  some  other  measure, 
therefore,  ought  to  be  resorted  to-^-^ome  measure 
calculated  to  fill  the  regular  ranks  and  aogmei^t 
the  regular  establishment. 

In  making  provision  (or  the  further  prosecution 
of  the  war  there  would  be  but  one  object  common 
to  all — to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  and  honora- 
ble termination  by  all  the  means  in  the  power  of 
the  Legislature.  At  least  it  would  be  an  object 
common  to  every  genuine  American,  because 
every  American  had  an  interest  in  it.  The  war 
was  a  war  for  the  couatry,  and  the  result  of  it, 
whatever  it  might  be,  whether  glorious  or  in- 
glorious, would  determine  the  character  of  the 
country  and  Government.  If  glorious,  e?ery 
American,  without  distinction  of  party,  would 
participate  in  that  glory ;  if  inglorious,  every 
American,  without  distinction  of  party,  would 
participate  in  the  infamy  of  it.  He  knew  very 
well  that  certain  gentlemen  had  said  the  war  was 
a  party  war,  a  war  for  the  Administration — but 
gentlemen  would  find  ere  long  their  mistake* 
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They  woald  find  that  Europe,  the  civilized  world, 
who  will  alone  be  competent  to  pass  jadgmeot 
upon  this  subject,  will  not  stop  to  inquire  by  what 
party  in  An>erica[  this  war  was  declared — by  what 
party  it  was  prosecuted — by  what  party  brought 
to  its  termination.    No,  sir,  they  will  look  to  the 
result,  and  to  the  result  only,  and  as  that  result 
is  glorious  or  inglorious  for  the  country,  so  will 
they  determine  the  character  of  this  country  and 
Gk>Yernment.    Every  American,  therefore,  is  in- 
terested to  bring  the  war  to  an  lionorable  termi- 
nation by  all  the  means  fn  his  power.    But  how 
is  this  to  be  done?    I  answer,  in  the  spirit  and 
language  of  perfect  simplicity,  by  endeavoring  to 
create  a  motive  in  the  enemy  to  discontinue  the 
contest.    But  how  is  this  to  be  effected?    I  an- 
swer, in  the  same  spirit  and  language,  oy  endea- 
Toring  to  wound  him  where  he  is  vulnerable. 
The  enemy  is  v^ulnerable  in  two  points;  in  his 
commerce  on  the  ocean— in  his  territorial  pos- 
sessions neighboring  to  us.    If  by  any  possibility 
(which  I  do  not  admit)  he  should  succeed  so 
effectually  to  blockade  our  ports  an4  harbors  as 
to  shut  up  completely  our  public  and  private 
armed  vessels,  he  will  cease  to  be  vulnerable  in 
his  commerce;  he  will  remain  vulnerable  in  bis 
territorial  possessions  only.    There,  sir,  I  would 
carry  the  war  without  hesitation;  there  I  would 
endeavor  to  create  a  motive  in  him  to  discontinue 
the  contest.    In  proportion  as  he  values  his  ter- 
ritory, in  the  same  proportion  will  he  make  sacri- 
fices to  preserve  it;  as  you  endanger  the  existence 
of  his  territory,  in  the  same  degree  will  be  his 
motive  to  discontinue  the  war  to   preserve  it. 
That  he  sets  a  high  value  on  his  territories  you 
have  the  strongest  evidence.    He   has  already 
made  ffreat  exertions  to  preserve  them;  he  has 
been  able  to  preserve  them  only  because  you 
have  not  made  great  efforts  to  conquer  them. 
Tou  never  will  conquer  them  by  taking  the 
measure  of  the  Senate.    Will  any  man  believe 
we  can  induce  the  eneiny  to  discontinue  the  war 
by  mannin?  the  lines  ofour  frontiers — standing 
on  the  defensive — receiving  and  repelling  his 
blows  as  well  as  we  can  ?    No,  sir,  so  far  from 
inducing  the  enemy  to  abandon  the  contest,  this 
mode  ofprosecutin^  the  war  would  only  increase 
his  motive  to  continue  it,  whilst  the  motive  on 
our  part  to  discontinue  it  would  be  daily  and  hour- 
ly increasing.    A  dishonorable  peace  would  ter- 
minate the  contest — the  surrender  of  our  inde- 
fendence  would  terminate  it-^nothing  else  could, 
would,  therefore,  carry  the  war  into  the  en- 
emy's country,  and  with  a  force  enabling  you  to 
wound  him  there.    But  the  military  force  of  the 
enemy  has  been  greatly  augmented.    It  is  unne- 
cessary to  speak  of  the  events  by  which  this  aug- 
mentation has  been  brought  about — it  is  sufficient 
that  we  know  and  feel  it.    Ordinary  prudence  re- 
quires that  your  own  military  force  oe  augmented ; 
not  merely  in  the  same  proportion — in  a  much 

freater  proportion.  In  a  much  greater  proportion, 
ecause,  all  other  things  being  equal,  ne  has  one 
decided  advantage  over  you — an  advantage  which 
we  cin  neither  destroy  nor  remove — I  mean  the 
command  of  the  ocean,  by  which  he  compels  you 


to  stand  upon  the  defensive  on  a  line  of  frontier 
of  2,000  miles,  and  to  defend  that  line  with  100,- 
000  men  aninst  10,000  afloat.  He  comes,  no 
man  can  teU  when,  no  man  can  tell  where;  and, 
to  be  prepared  at  all,  he  compels  yon  to  be  pre- 
pared at  all  points.  I  say,  therefore,  your  mug" 
mentation  ought  to  be  in  much  greater  propor- 
tion than  his  augmentation.  Bui  what  descrip- 
tion of  our  miliiarr  force  will  you  augment? 
Sir,  if,  after  what  has  happened,  I  could  for  a 
moment  believe  there  could  be  any  doobt  or  hesi- 
tation upon  this  point,  I  would  consider  everything 
as  lost;  then,  indeed,  would  there  be  ao  end  of 
hope  and  or  confidence — then,  indeed,  would 
there  be  nothing  before  us  but  gloom  and  de- 
spondency, and  the  horror  of  despair.  But  yon 
will  not  doubt — vou  will  place  your  reliance  on  a 
disciplined  regular  force;  upon  a  regular  discip- 
lined force  alone  can  you  rely  for  success.  It 
matters  not  whether  you  determine  to  conduct 
the  war  offensively  or  defensively ;  if  you  deter- 
mine to  prosecute  it  offensively,  you  ought  to  rely 
mainlv  on  a  regular  force — because,  to  be  soe- 
cessful,  you  must  meet  and  beat  in  the  open  field 
the  regular  veteran  troops  of  Europe.  Not  one 
step  can  you  advance  in  the  conquest  of  Canada 
until  you  are  prepared  to  do  this.  This  can  only 
be  done  by  regular  disciplined  troops.  If  you  de- 
termine to  prosecute  the  war  defensively,  you  ought 
to  rely  mainly  on  regular  troops;  for  you  must  ex- 
pect to  meet  and  to  repel  regular  disciplined  troops 
— and  this  can  be  done  most  effectuall  y  with  regular 
disciplined  troops.  It  will  be  done  not  only  more 
effectually,  but  more  economically ;  not  only  more 
economically,  but  more  conveniently  for  the  coun- 
try. It  will  save  the  militia  of  the  country,  and 
in  saving  the  militia  it  will  save  the  active  in- 
dustry of  the  country — it  will  save  of  course  the 
product  of  that  industry;  the  product  of  that  in- 
dostrv  is  national  wealth — it  will  save  the  na- 
tional wealth. 

But  not  only  do  these  considerations  urge  you, 
iq  my  humble  opinion,  to  resort  to  all  the  means 
within  your  power  to  fill  the  ranks  and  augment 
the  regular  establishment;  other  considerations 
call  upon  you  to  make  the  army  as  respectable 
in  number  as  it  is  already  in  charaeter— consider- 
ations growing  out  of  that  character.  An  army, 
little  better  than  two  years  old,  collected  hastily 
from  the  plough,  the  loom,  and  the  work  shops— 
without  discipline,  without  even  the  rudiments  of 
the  military  science— *the  officer  to  be  instructed, 
that  he  might  be  qualified  to  instruct  the  soldiet^ 
this  army  has  performed  deeds  of  heroism  and  of 
gallant  daring  that  would  have  done  honor  to  the 
best  days  of  Greece  and  Rome,  that  will  adora 
the  page  of  your  own  history.  It  is  true,  that  this 
army  has  not  from  the  beginning  everywhere 
triumphed ;  it  is  true,  it  has  not  from  the  bcgia- 
ning  carried  everything  before  it:  it  had  not 
strenjifth,  it  had  not  numl^rs.  But  this  rooehmay 
be  said  of  it,  and  with  truth,  that,  from  the  begin- 
ning to  this  moment,  it  has  in  no  one  iascanee 
dishonored  the  standard  which  it  bore;  aaiess, 
indeed,  a  solitary  instance  may  be  appealed  to  as 
an  exception— an  instance  as  yet  of  donbtfui  uid 
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Dodecided  character.  More  recenilf  its  triampbs 
hare  been  mare  briUiant ;  in  open  field,  maa  to 
man,  it  has  Fanqaished  the  coDquerors  or  the  con- 
qaerors  of  Europe.  Who  can  hesitate,  therefore, 
{the  war  continuing,)  to  make  this  army  as  respec- 
table in  number  as  it  is  already  ia  character,  to 
enable  it  to  continue  these  triumphs?  The  bill 
from  the  Senate,  instead  of  proposing  this,  pro- 
poses to  authorize  the  President  to  call  upon  the 
Slates  for  eighty  thousand  raw  militia ;  and  this 
is  to  be  our  reliance  for  the  successful  prosecution 
of  the  war.  Take  my  word  for  it,  sir,  that  if  you 
do  rely  upon  it  ^the  mititarv  power  of  the  enemy 
continuing  undivided)  defeat,  clisaster,  and  dis- 
grace, must  (bllow.  As  an  auxiliary  or  secondary 
force  the  militia  may  be  relied  on ;  as  principal,  in 
a  contest  with  regular  troops,  never.  But  the 
state  of  the  army:  Upon  this  part  of  the  subject, 
sir,  I  will  say  nothing,  because  I  can  say  nothing 
that  you  are  not  already  in  possession  of.  You 
have  authorized  a  force  of  sixty  odd  thousand 
men ;  you  have  raised  thirty  odd  thousand ;  you 
have  a  defieieocy  of  twenty  odd  thousand  to  sup- 
ply: these  thirty  odd  thousand  men,  already  raised, 
are  distributed  over  a  line  of  four  thousand  miles  of 
frontier;  is  it  any  wonder  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
Canada  has  not  been  conquered?  No,  sir,  the 
wonder  is  not  that  Canada  has  not  been  conquered, 
the  wonder  is  that  this  little  army  has  been  able 
to  keep  its  ground  ;  the  enemy  has  been  stronger 
in  regular  troops  at  all  points  from  the  beginning, 
and  tne  very  annunciation  of  this  fact  is  enough 
to  cover  our  little  army  with  glory.  You  have 
a  deficiency  of  twenty  odd  thousand  to  supply ; 
how  will  yon  supply  it?  Assuredly  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  will  not  supply  it ;  will  the  mode 
heretofore  resorted  to  supply  ii  ?  Will  the  re- 
cruiting system  supply  it  ?  No,  sir.  the  recruiting 
system  has  failed,  I  mean  it  has  failed  to  fill  your 
ranks;  what  are  the  facta  upon  this  subject? 
They  are,  that  two  millions  of  dollars  have  been 
applied  since  January  last,  and  thirteen  thousand 
men  have  been  enlisted  ;  this  it  may  be  said  Is 
doing  very  well.  So  it  is ;  but  what  is  the  gene- 
ral result'?  The  general  result  is,  that  our  arm  v  is 
Tery  little  stronger  now  than  it  was  this  time  last 
year ;  and  in  testing  the  operation  of  the  system  it  is 
to  the  general  result  we  must  look.  At  the  rate  of 
thirteen  thousand  men  per  annum,  it  would  take 
five  yeara  to  raise  the  authorized  force ;  the  re- 
cruiting system  therefore  has  failed,  it  has  failed 
to  fill  our  ranks.  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  sir,  that 
the  recruiting  system  with  the  present  hiffh  bounty 
and  encouragement  would  not  erentuafly  fill  our 
ranks;  I  am  not  disposed  to  say  that  it  would  not 
(provided  the  power  of  the  enemy  had  continued 
broken  and  divided  by  the  troubles  of  the  Conti- 
nent) have  answered  our  purpose ;  but  1  do  say, 
that  under  existing  circumstances  and  for  our 
present  purpose,  the  recruiting  system  ousht  not 
to  be  reaed  on  ;  it  cannot  be  relied  on  to  fill  our 
ranks  by  the  opening  of  the  next  campaign,  and 
to  risk  the  loss  of  the  next  campaign  is  to  risk  the 
loss  of  everything.  But  is  there  no  mode  to  which 
you  can  resort  for  filiinff  the  ranks  but  voluntary 
enlistment  ?    I  would  be  extremely  sorry  if  ve 


could  not.  I  have  always  thought  this  Govern- 
ment, when  administered  in  the  true  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  the  strongest  Government  in  the 
world,  even  for  the  purposes  of  war ;  but  if  the 
doctrine  set  up  of  late  be  true,  this  is  the  weakest 
and  most  contemptible  Qovernment  on  earth,  it 
is  neither  fit  for  war  nor  peace,  it  has  failed  of  all 
the  ends  for  which  Governments  are  established. 
It  cannot  be  true  that  this  Government,  charsed 
with  the  general  defence,  authorized  to  declare 
war  and  to  raise  armies,  can  have  but  one  mode  of 
raising  armies,  whilst  every  other  Government 
that  has  ever  existed  has  had  an  absolute  power 
over  the  population  of  the  country  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  has  actually  exercised  it.  But  this  ques- 
tion is  not  properly  before  the  House,  and  I  will 
not  go  iAo  an  argument  to  show  that  you  can, 
like  other  Governments,  resort  to  other  modes  of 
raising  armies  than  that  of  voluntary  enlistment; 
that  you  can  resort  to  classification  and  draught) 
to  classification  and  penalty,  or  any  other  mode 
which  a  sound  discretion  may  in  a  particular  stale 
of  the  country  dictate  and  justify.  All  I  intend  to 
say  at  present  is^  that  you  have  an  absolute  power 
over  the  population  of  this  country  for  this  purpose, 
and  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  country  it 
is  wiser  to  resort  to  classification  and  draught, 
than  to  resort  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate ;  the 
one  will  give  the  men  certainly  and  expeditiously, 
the  other  will  not.  But,  sir,  compare  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Senate  with  the  measures  proposed 
by  your  own  committee,  and  which  are  before 
you.  The  measure  of  the  Senate  proposes  to  au- 
thorize the  President  to  call  out  eighty  thousand 
militia  for  two  year$,  and  this  is  called  a  remedy 
for  the  evil  of  State.  Now,  sir,  the  evil  of  State, 
as  1  undertand  it,  is  not  the  want  of  a  militia 
force,  but  the  want  of  a  regular  force.  The  evil 
of  which  the  country  complains,  of  which  the 
Government  complains,  of  which  the  militia  them- 
selves complain  most  grievously,  is  the  number  of 
militia  in  service ;  the  incessant  harassment, 
vexation,  and  oppression  of  the  militia,  and  the 
extraordinary  and  burdensome  exoense  of  that 
particular  service.  As  a  remedy  for  this  griev- 
ance, the  Senate  propose  to  detach  eighty  thou- 
sand militia.  The  President  has  at  command, 
and  has  always  had  at  command,  a  million  of  mi- 
litia ;  and  in  this  extraordinary  crisis  of  our  afifain, 
when  pres:ied  by  a  formidable  enemy,  and  sur- 
rounded with  difficulties,  the  remedy  proposed  by 
the  Senate  in  eighty  thousand  militia,  which  it 
must  be  admitted  on  all  hands  can  be  no  better, 
for  at  least  the  next  campaign,  than  raw  militia 
called  out  in  the  ordinary  way.  But  the  bill  pro- 
poses to  furnish  regular  troops.  How?  by  holding 
up  in  <errorem  a  militia  classification  ana  draught. 
Exempting  every  three  classes  which  shall  furnish 
two  regular  soldiers,  from  the  liability  to  furnish 
three  militiamen.  Do  the  friends  of  this  measure 
believe — will  they  with  any  degree  of  confidence 
assert,  that  it  will  have  the  effect,  even  partially, 
to  fill  the  ranks?  I  think  not.  And  suppose  it 
should  fail  to  furnish  regular  soldiers,  what  will 
be  our  condition  in  the  months  of  July  and  Aug* 
ust  next  ?    Much  worse,  sir,  than  our  condition 
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in  the  months  of  Jalf  and  Aognn  last.  The  war 
continaing,  the  power  of  the  ^o^my  unbroken, 
our  condition  will  be  desperate.  The  regular 
force  every  day  falling  off,  (for  be  it  remembered 
these  eighty  thousand  militia  will  be  withdrawn 
from  the  operations  of  the  recruiting  seryiee,)  we 
shall  have  to  oppose  to  the  enemy  a  remnant  of 
regular  troope,  and  these  eighty  thousand  raw 
militia — and  who  will  answer  for  the  consequen- 
ces? In  the  months  of  August  and  September 
last,  we  had  in  the  field  the  regular  Army  and 
upwards  of  one  hundred  thousanu  militia,  and  we 
nowhere  found  ourselves  too  strong.  It  is  true 
the  Senate  propose  to  improve  the  recruiting  sys- 
tem— an  improvement  which  two  years  ago  this 
House  proposed  to  the  Senate,  but  which  the  Sen- 
ate then  thought  proper  to  reject.  I  ifSean  the 
enlistment  of  young  men  between  the'  ager  of 
eighteen  and  twenty-one.  But  if  theseeighty  thou- 
sand  militia  for  two  years  should  happen  to  be, 
as  they  are  likely  to  be,  that  very  description  of 
population  upon  which  this  system  would  other- 
wise operate,  what  hope  can  be  entertained  that 
the  recruiting  system  even  with  its  improvements 
will  be  as  productive  the  next  year  as  the  last.  I 
humbly  conceive,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  measure 
of  the  senate,  proceeding  from  the  best  intentions, 
will  fail  in  the  accomplishment  of  our  object.  I 
conceive,  with  much  deference  to  the  House,  that 
the  measures  reported  by  their  own  committee 
are  much  to  be  preferred.  They  propose — ^first, 
to  augment  the  regular  establishment  to  one  hun- 
dred thousand  men ;  second,  to  authorize  the  Pre- 
sident to  accept  under  liberal  encouragements  the 
service  of  volunteer  corps ;  third,  to  authorize  the 
President  to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  State  troops,  which  may  be  raised  to  serve 
in  lieu  of  the  militia  of  such  States.  The  principle 
of  the  system  is,  to  substitute,  as  far  as  we  are  able, 
a  regular  force  for  a  militia  force,  as  moreefficient, 
more  economical,  and,  fbr  the  militia  themselves, 
more  convenient^— and  one  hundred  thousanu 
regulars  would  take  the  place  of  two  hundred 
thousand  militia— two  hundred  thousand  militia 
would  cost  as  much  as  three  hundred  thousand 
regulars.  If  we  can  command  an  hundred  thou- 
sand regular  troops,  it  may,  notwithstanding,  be 
necessarjr,  on  particular  emergencies,  to  resort  to 
the  militia.  To  enable  the  Government  still  far- 
ther to  snare  the  militia,  volunteers  are  authorized. 
They  also  will  be  more  efficient  than  ordinary 
militia.  It  is  impossible  to  say  to  what  extent 
these  corps  will  offer  themselves — to  whatever 
extent  the  Gk>vernmeot  is  enabled  to  avail  itself 
of  tbefr  services,  to  the  same  extent  will  the  mi- 
litia be  saved.  If  GK)vernment  sfaonld  derive  no 
aid  from  this  source^  it  has  another  resource  in 
State  troops.  They  also  will  take  the  place  of 
the  militia.  The  militia  will  still  continue  the 
bulwark  of  the  country.  Whenever  the  existence 
of  the  country  shall  be  endangered,  it  is  the  mili- 
tia that  must  save  it.  The  system  proposes  to 
relieve  them  from  the  constant  hararameot  of 
which  they  complain,  and  justly  complain.  To 
raise  the  regular  troops,  you  have  the  alternative 
proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  the  com- 


raittee.    The  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  War  is  the 
only  effectual  one.    If  we  have  energy  uid  spirit 
to  take  it,  it  will  fill  our  ranks  and  augment  our 
reffular  establishment  certainly  and  expeditiously. 
The  people  will  justify  the  measure,  because  they 
will  feel  that  it  is  necessary  to  the  matatenaoce 
of  the  honor,  the  character,  and  independence,  of 
the  country*    The  plan  of  the  committee,  thoogh 
less  efficient,  is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  better 
than  that  of  the  Senate.    Where  it  fails  to  give 
you  men  it  will  give  you  money.    It  will  be  cer* 
tain  to  give  some  men,  and  some  money.    I  hope 
the  House  will  agree  to  strike  out  the  section. 

Mr.  Calhoum  briefly  replied  to  the  call  made 
upon  him  by  Mr.  Troup  for  the  reasons  why  he 
preferred  acting  on  the  bill:  that  reason  he  thoagfai 
was  very  obvious ;  that  the  bill,  having  met  the 
approbation  of  the  Senate,  would,  if  it  passed  this 
House,  immediately  become  a  law.  Policy  ap- 
peared to  htm  to  require  a  preference  of  this  bill  to 
that  reported  by  the  committee  of  this  House.  If 
the  Senate  send  us  one  biU,  and  we,  instead  of 
acting  on  it,  aend  them  another,  it  would  place 
the  two  Houses  in  an  awkward  predicaaaeni.  It 
seemed  to  him,  he  said,  that  the  whole  argument 
of  the  |[entlemen  against  this  bill  was  mi^ilaced. 
This  bill,  aa  well  as  the  gentleman's  bill^  would 
produce  a  certain  number  of  reeraiu  for  the  reg- 
ular Army.  Should  the  bill  reported  by  the  gen- 
tleman prevail,  it  would  give  us  either  regulars 
or  money }  if  this  bill  should  pass,  we  shall  have 
regulars  or  good  militia.  Both  bills  were  caleii- 
lated  to  produce  regulars,  if  they  could  be  obtained 
by  purchase.  If  absolute  certaint  v  was  the  object 
of  the  gentleman,  it  could  be  only  obtained  by 
resorting  to  a  regular  and  fair  system  of  conscrip- 
tion. To  the  result  of  any  other  system,  whether 
that  reported  by  the  Military  Committee  of  this 
House,  or  that  now  under  coastdemtion,  some 
uncertainty  must  attach.  The  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate promising  as  much  certainty  as  that  reported 
in  this  House,  he  hoped  it  would  he  gone  through 
with  and  finally  passed. 

The  question  waa  then  taken,  without  further 
debate,  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  ibe  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  and  deeided  aa  foUowe— for  the 
motion  62,  against  it  64^  So  Che  UMtioo  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  was  negatived. 

The  foUowiag  is  the  upportioDOMUt  of  the  pio- 
posed  draught  of  men  among  the  seveiul  States 
and  Territories: 

From  New  Hampshire,  tiso  thooaaud  fiv»  hmidnd 
eighty. 

From  Massachnsctti, eight  thousand  six  hnadradfifa. 

From  Vermont,  two  thonsand  five  hnndnd  eighty. 

From  Rhode  Island,  eight  hundred  sixty. 

From  Connecticnt,  three  thousand  ten. 

From  New  York,  eleven  thousand  six  hundred  Bf' 
teen. 

From  New  Jersey,  two  thousand  five  hundred  eighty. 

From  PennsyWania,  nine  thousand  eight  hundred 
ninety-five. 

From  Delaware,  eight  hundred  stzty. 

From  Maryland,  Uuee  thousand  eight  hundred  sev- 
enty. 

From  Virginia,  nine  thonsand  eight  hundred  ninety- 
five. 
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From  North  Canrfms^ftv*  tboiiMiid  five  hoAdrad 
ninety. 

FroiD  South  Caiolina,  thiee  thousand  eight  hundred 
eeventy. 

From  Georgia,  two  thousand  five  hundred  eighty. 

From  Kentucky,  four  thousand  three  hundred. 

From  Ohio,  two  thousand  fire  hundred  eighty. 

From  Tennessee,  two  thousand  fire  hundred  eighty. 

From  Louisiana,  four  hundred  thirty. 

From  the  Mississippi  Territory,  liTe  hundred  twenty- 
two. 

From  the  Indiana  Territory^fire  hundred  forty-nine. 

From  the  Illinois  Territory,  two  hundred  thirteen. 

From  the  Michigan  Territory,  sixty. 

From  the  Missouri  Territory,  three  hundred  serenty- 
six. 

And  from  the  Territory  of  Columbia,  four  hundred 
thirty. 

Mr.  Jennings  mored  to  amend  the  apportion- 
ment  for  Indiana  Territory,  by  striking  oat  five 
hundred  and  forty-nine  and  iosertine  three  hun- 
4red.  The  isotioQ  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Rbba.  of 
Teaoesaee,  and  negatived,  20  or  30  members  only 
rising  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  LiBWia,  4if  Virginia^  moved  to  strike  out  the 
present  apportionment  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, viz:  £9ur  ^hundred  and  thirty,  aad  ioaart 
eighty,  whieh  heaaid  would  be  at  ihe  mte  of  ev^ y 
tweaty-fifth  imib.  This  motioa  waa  opposed  by 
Mr.  Rbba.  aad  acfl^ivad. 

Mr.  McKbb,  of  fiLeotackr,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  7th  seeiioD  of  the  btU,  (which  limits  the  ser- 
▼ices  to  be  veqatred  of  the  draughted  militia,  to 
the  bounds  of  their  own  and  any  adjoining  State, 
"With  the  exception  of  the  Western  States,  who 
«re,  when  required,  to  serve  in  Louisiana,  and 
those  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  in  like  man- 
Bcr,  in  the  Michigan  Territory,  dbc.)  He  could 
Aot  see  any  poesible  benefit  to  arise  from  it,  but 
he  could  see  great  inconvenience.  It  might  fre- 
•quently  be  important  that  the  militia  of  one  State 
should  serve  in  a  State  which  was  not  adjoining 
40  theirs,  and  in  some  sections  of  the  country 
mij;ht  refuse  their  co-operation  in  such  case^  shel- 
tering themselves  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharp,  of 
Kentucky,  who  thought  this  section  calculated 
to  excite  feelings  ofdissention,  and  State  and 
local  prejudices.  We  ought  to  legislate  as  if  for 
a  nation,  and  not  for  State  authorities.  We  ought 
to  encourage  national  feeling,  not  sectional  views. 
He  should  like  to  see  that  feeling  diffused  through 
the  nation,  which  prevails  in  some  parts  of  the 
Union,  that  would  induce  the  citizens  freely  to 
march  from  one  extreme  to  another  to  meet  the 
enemy,  rather  than  he  should  hold  a  foot  of  the 
soil.  But  when  you  recognise  the  principle  that 
the  militia  of  one  Slate,  say  Massachusetts,  shall 
not,  on  occasion,  be  liable  to  march  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  shores  of  another,  say  Maryland  or 
Virginia,  or  that  the  militia  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky or  Tennassee  should  not,  if  neces8ary,march 
to  the  defence  of  Massachusetts,  you  sanction  a 
local  State  ieding,  which  will  be  the  baae  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  nation.  The  States  West  of  the 
mountains,  and  those  Ease  of  the  Potoaiac,  were 
as  maob  sister  States,  be  said,  as  If  they  lay  eon* 


tiguous  to  each  other.  From  the  mode  of  legis- 
lation embraced  in  this  section,  Mr.  S.  feared  tha 
excitement  of  sentiments  hostile  to  the  grandeur 
of  the  character  of  this  nation,  as  well  as  to  its 
honor,  both  of  which  could  onlv  be  attained  by 
an  amalgamation  of  national  feeling. 

Mr.  Calhoun  remarked  that,  even  were  the 
section  stricken  out,  it  would  not  materially  vary 
the  nature  of  the  service  of  these  militia  forces, 
which  would  be  confined  to  their  respective 
States,  unless  necessity  required  their  service  else- 
where; in  which  case  such  a  limitation  as  is  con- 
tained in  the  bill  would  be  very  inconvenient. 
He,  therefore,  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  the 
section  ought  to  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  KiLBOUBN,  of  Ohio,  supported  the  motion 
to  stril^  out  the  7th  section.  He  conceived  the 
militia  service  already  sufficiently  ioiured,  i(  not 
dishonored,  by  the  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  had  limited  its  utility.  He  hoped  it 
would  not  be  further  restricted  in  such  a  provision 
as  this.  To  show  its  injurious  tendency,  he  in- 
stanced the  case,  which  might  happen,  of  the  mi- 
litia of  New  Jersey  being  called  on  to  cross  the 
Delaware,  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  Pennsylvania 
or  Delaware;  the  enemy  retiring  across  an  imagi- 
nary line  into  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  regain 
their  ships  in  the  Chesapeake,  the  militia  would, 
under  this  section,  be  precluded  from  pursuing 
them  beyond  the  line,  unless  it  suited  their  plear 
Bure. 

The  question  on  striking  oat  tbe  7th  aection 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a  large  ma* 
jority. 

Several  other  unimportant  amendaaants  were 
proposed, giving  rise  to  desultory  discussion,  which 
were  variously  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  so  as  not  to  confine  the  Governors  of 
States,  in  the  selection  of  the  officers  to  com- 
mand the  militia  to  be  drauj^hted  in  pursuance  of 
the  bill,  to  the  present  militia  officers. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  tbe  mover,  and 
by  Messrs.  Fobbtth  of  Qeorgia,  Fiax  and  Sjeii»- 
HBRD  of  New  York,  and  Gbolbon  of  Virginia, 
on  the  ground  of  the  expedieacj  of  allowing  the 
widest  field  for  the  selection  of  officers  qualified 
for  command,  without  confining  it  to  the  militia 
officers  now  in  commission,  many  of  whom, 
though  highly  respectable  men,  were  unfit  for 
miliury  command,  haviiig  been  selected  in  a 
time  of  peace,  without  reference  to  their  military 
qualifications. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cannoii 
and  Rhba  of  Tennessee,  PsAaaoN  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  J'lOKBaiNO  of  Massachusetts,  on  the 
ground  of  alleged  injustice  to  the  merits  of  our 
present  militia,  on  Constitutional  scruples,  and 
on  the  difficulty  which  would  be  presented  by 
the  variance  of  the  modes  of  appointment  in  the 
different  States. 

The  motion  was  at  last  negatived— 43  voting 
in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Lbwm,  of  Virginia,  mored  to  strike  out 
two  years,  the  proposed  term  of  service  of  the 
militia  to  be  dramgbted  in  pursuance  of  this  bitt 
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and  insert  six  months.  The  motion  was  nega- 
tired  by  the  following  vote :  For  the  motion  45, 
against  it  82. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fobbttb,  the  bill  was  so 
amended  as  to  mske  the  officers  of  the  draughted 
militia  eligible,  according  to  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  several  States. 

This  bill  having  been  gone  through,  the  House 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  "further  to  provide  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States." 

tThis  is  the  bill  that  has  occasioned  so  much 
ate  in  the  Senate,  and  which  authorizes  the 
enlistment  of  minors.] 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Hit.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  to 
strike  out  so  much  of  the  bill  as  authofizes  the 
enlistment  of  minors  over  eighteen  years  of  age, 
without  the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guardians ; 
which  motion  he  supported  by  a  few  pertinent 
remarks. 

This  motion  wis  opposed  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  of 
Kentucky,  in  a  short  speech  of  much  force  and 
energy. 

It  was  negatived  by  the  following  vote :  For 
the  motion  61,  against  it  83. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill, 
authorizing  the  President  to  accept  the  services 
of  certain  volunteer  corps,  (which  bill  was  before 
the  House  some  weeks  ago  for  several  days.)  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  this  bill 
was  then  so  amended,  as  to  reinstate  it  precisely 
in  the  form  in  which  it  stood  before  it  underwent 
amendment  by  the  House. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  to  the 
House  the  three  bills  they  had  had  under  con- 
sideration. 

The  first  of  those  bills,  viz :  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  requiring  a  draught  for  two  years  of  a 
body  of  militia,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky,  referred  to  a  select  committee  for 
their  consideration. 

The  second  of  the  above  bills  being  before  the 
House,  and  the  question  being  on  the  engrossing 
of  the  bill  for  a  third  reading — 

The  House  adjourned  without  deoidiog  thereon. 


Saturday,  December  3. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^  to  authorize 
the  purchase  of  the  library  of  Thomas  Jefferson, 
late  President  of  the  United  States;"  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  MoKee  reported  a  bill,  giving  further  time 
to  the  purchtsers  of  public  lands  tP  complete 
their  payments ;  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  James  Hynum ;  which  were  twice  read 
and  committed. 

The  bill  to  extend  Oliver  Evanses  patent  for 
steam  engines,  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

INCOME  TAX. 

Mr.  BpPEe,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  instructing  them  to 


inquire  into  the  "  ezpedieaey  of  laying  a  d«ty  on 
all  salaried  officers,  and  on  the  professiooaJ  in- 
come of  lawyers,  solicitors,  and  counsellors,  and 
on  the  lesal  proceedings  of  courts  of  justice.'' 
made  the  following  report : 

That  a  tax  upon  atlsries  can  only  be  expeifient  and 
proper  under  arbitraiy  Govemmenta,  wheve  p^niinns 
ana  places  are  bestowed  withoat  a  jost  regaid  ts  dM 
poblic  interest    In  the  United  Btatea,  aooor£n(  to 
the  principles  of  oar  Government,  no  salary  can  be  al- 
lowed, exospC  as  a  compensation  fi»r  pablie  oerfics;  a. 
tax  operates  as  a  deduction  from  the  salary,  and  aack 
a  tax,  so  far  as  respecti  the  officers  of  the   United 
8tate%  would  be  an  adnuasion  on  the  part  of  the  legi»> 
lative  body,  that,  in  fixing  the  salaries  of  their  pablie 
officers,  the  public  interest  had  been  disregarded,  and 
more  than  a  just  compensation  allowed.    Without  de- 
ciding whether  in  some  instances  this  may  not  be  the 
case,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  if  the  evil  ex- 
ists, the  proper  Constttntional  remedy  is  not  a  tax,  bat 
a  redaction  of  the  salaries.    The  second  member  of 
the  resolotion  embraces  the  income  of  lawyers,  aolidt- 
on,  and  counsellors.    The  selection  of  a  particalar 
daw  of  the  commontty,  which  already  paya,  in  com- 
mon with  others,  a  tax  on  property  and  on  eoneomp- 
tion,  and  impodng  on  it  an  income  tax,  from  whidi 
every  other  claas  is  exempted,  would  be  a  depoitaie 
from  that  system  of  eqaal  and  exact  jostiee,  whidi 
ought  to  form  the  basis  of  legislation  in  a  free  cooatiy. 
The  third  member  of  the  Mdutmn  propoass  a  tax  on 
the  legal  proceedings  of  courts.    This  tax,  if  cooilaed 
to  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  would  be  anpro- 
dacttve;  if  extended  to  the  Stale  Conrta*  difficult  in 
the  collection.    It  would  frU  piinc^Mily  on  the  neeea> 
sitoos  and  onfortunate,  and  produce  oolUaion  with  the 
State  aothoritiea.    Upon  the  whole,  it  is  considered 
inexpedient  to  resort  to  either  of  the  proposed  taxes. 
The  following  resolution  is,  therefore^  sabmitted : 

Ruohed^  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  Impose  a  duty 
on  salaried  officers,  on  the  income  of  lawyers,  or  on. 
the  proceedings  of  courts  at  law. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  (able. 

MONEYS  RECEIVABLE  FOR  TAXES. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  instructing  them  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law, 
that  aoy  kind  of  mooey  paid  by  the  Government 
to  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
for  military  services,  shall  be  receivable  from  the 
people  in  payment  of  taxes,  made  the  following 
report : 

That,  under  the  general  power  to  regulate  the  col- 
lection of  taxes,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  pre- 
paring instructions  to  the  collectors,  in  which  a  uni- 
form rule  as  to  the  receipt  of  bank  notes  will  be  pre- 
scribed. The  committee  conuder  that  it  would  be  on- 
safe  to  deaignate,  by  law,  the  notes  in  which  taxes 
shall  be  received,  and  that  a  dae  regard  fi>r  the  public 
interest  requires  that  this  subject  should  be  regulated, 
at  present,  by  instructions  imued,  from  time  to  time, 
from  the  Treasury  Department;  which  may  be  so 
framed,  as  to  unite  the  safety  of  the  revenue  with  tfae 
accommodation  of  the  individual  dttsens.  A 
ment  of  the  oncnmstances  which  produced^  the 
lution  drawn  up  by  the  Reprssentativcs  of  ~ 
together  with  a  letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  the  TVeaa- 
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viy>  aeoom|NmiM  thiinport;  and  Um  oommitteo  sab- 
mit  the  IbUowiDg  reiolatioii : 

Ruokedj  That  it  is  inezpedieot  ta  dengoate,  by 
law,  tha  bank  notes  which  ahall  be  leoeivable  in  pay- 
ment of  taxes. 

TmxABUBT  Dkpabtxsvt,  Nov.  83,  1814, 

8is :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter,  dated  the  21st  instant,  enclosing  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  RepreientatiTes,  passed  the  11th 
instant,  directing  an  inqniiT  <'into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law,  that  any  kind  of  money  which  may 
be  paid  by  the  Government  to  the  troops  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  for  military  services,  shall  be  re> 
ceivable.in  payment  from  the  people  in  taxes." 

In  the  coarse  of  an  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  groonds 
of  the  resolution,  I  have  been  favored  with  a  comma- 
nication  from  the  Representatives  of  Tennessee  in  Con- 
gees, (of  which  a  copy  b  annexed,^  in  addition  to  the 
general  information  possessed  in  this  Department ;  and 
I  believe  that  the  facts  of  the  case  are  briefly  these : 
The  Secretary  of  War,  having  occasion  for  money  to 
pay  the  militia  who  marched  from  Tennessee  against 
the  Creek  Indians,  obtained  a  loan  in  bank  notes,  for 
that  purpose,  from  the  Bsnk  of  Chilicothe.  Some  of 
these  notes  have  since  been  ofiered  in  the  payment  of 
taxes  to  the  collectois  of  the  internal  duties  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee ;  but,  as  the  banks  of  Tennessee 
(where  the  money  collected  lor  taxes  is  required  to  be 
deposited)  refuse  to  receive  them  as  cash  deposites,  the 
coUectors,  in  their  turn,  refuse  to  receive  them  as  cash 
for  taxes.  Owing  to  the  causes  suggested  in  the  com- 
munication to  which  I  have  already  referred,  and,  pei^ 
hapa,  to  other  causes,  perfectly  consistent  with  the 
general  solvency  of  the  Bank  of  Chilicothe,  the  notes 
circulating  in  Tennessee  have  suflfered  a  considerable 
depreciation.  They  have  already  been,  it  is  alleged, 
an  object  of  speculation;  those  paid  by  the  United 
States  to  the  nulitia  cannot  now  be  dutiaguished  from 
other  notes  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Chilicothe ;  and  any 
attempt  to  give  the  former  a  preference,  in  the  payment 
of  taxes,  would  probably  increase  the  arts  of  specula- 
tion, as  well  as  the  other  inconveniences  of  which  the 
citizens  of  Tennessee  complain. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  case  is,  obviously, 
one  of  great  delicacy.  The  Government  has  passed 
the  notes  at  their  nominal  value;  but  it  is  equally 
true,  that  the  Government  is  bound  to  pay  for  them  to 
the  bank  according  to  their  nominal  value.  The  Gov- 
ernment did  not  contract  any  engagement  to  support 
the  credit  of  the  notes,  nor  to  accept  them  in  payment 
of  duties  at  any  subsequent  period ;  and  all  the  per- 
sons who  have  accepted  the  notes,  either  in  payment 
from  the  Government,  or  by  transfer  from  the  militia, 
have  done  so  voluntarily,  witiiout  any  pretence  of  re- 
liance upon  any  such  engsgement.  If,  therefore,  it 
should  be  deemed  proper  to  direct,  by  tbe  legislative 
authority,  that  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Chilicothe 
shall  be  received  in  payment  for  duties,  the  principle  of 
the  direction  will  be  equally  applicable  to  every  other 
case  where  the  Government  has  paid  its  troops  or  cred- 
itors in  bank  notes,  which  have  afterwards  suffered 
(from  whatever  cause)  a  depreciation  in  credit  or  cir* 
culating  value.  The  efllect  of  such  a  law,  upon  the 
public  revenues,  need  not  be  particularly  stated. 

Considering  the  subject,  however,  as  a  general  sub- 
ject, meriting  the  serious  attention  of  the  Treaiury 
Department,  I  am  preparing  instructions  to  the  ooOee- 
toi%  to  regulate  th«r  conduct  in  iieeeiving  bank  notes 


for  taxes.  The  design  of  the  instructions  will  be,  to 
unite  the  security  of  tk&e  revenue  with  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  banks,  as  well  as  of  individual  citixens,  dur- 
ing the  disordered  condition  of  the  circulating  medium 
of  the  country ;  and,  in  making  this  arrangement,  I 
shall  be  highly  gratified  to  find  that  the  views  of  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  under  consideration  can  be 
complished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
J.  W.  Ems,  Chairmant  4^. 


CoKOBsss  Hali,  NovenUter,  1614. 

Sib  :  It  may  be  satislaetoiy  to  you  to  be  informed  of 
the  situation  of  the  banks  in  the  State  of  Tenneasee. 
There  are  two  banks  in  that  State— one  at  Knoxville, 
and  the  other  at  Nashville ;  both  of  them  of  unques- 
tionable credit  and  solvency.  No  suspension  has  taken 
place  of  specie  payments,  nor  do  we  believe  any  sus- 
pension will  take  place. 

With  respect  to  the  Bank  of  Chilicothe,  in  the  notes 
of  which  most  of  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States^  from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  have  been  paid,  we 
can  only  observe,  that  no  doubt  was  entertained  of  its 
solvency  and  ability  to  discharge  its  respective  engage- 
ments, so  for  as  we  have  been  informed ;  but  the  notes 
would  not  circulate  without  considerable  discount. 
This,  we  think,  was  produced  in  consequence  of  the 
course  of  trade  being  from  the  Southwest,  Eastwardly, 
and  Northeast,  and  money  was  not  wanted  at  Chili- 
cothe by  the  dttiens  of  the  mercantile  towns  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  not  by  any  doubt  existing  of  the  solvency 
of  the  bank. 

As  these  notes  do  not  suit  the  commercial  relations 
existing  between  the  citixens  of  Tennessee  and  the 
Eastern  States,  we  do  not  wish  them  to  be  further 
used  in  the  payment  of  troopa  there. 

The  refusal,  by  the  Government,  to  receive  them 
again  in  the  payment  of  taxes,  has  necessarily  pro- 
duced considerable  irritation,  and  it  is  believed,  by  some 
of  the  people  there,  to  be  an  intentional  attempt  to  im- 
pose on  them. 

The  spirit  of  patriotism  and  military  ardor,  now  ex- 
isting in  as  high  a  degree  as  in  any  part  of  the  United 
States,  is  sinlung  under  the  injustice  of  this  measure. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  ice, 

P.  W.  HUMPHREYS, 
JOHN  H.  BOWER, 
THOS.  K.  HARRIS, 
N.  CANNON. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PETITION  OP  NOAH  SHAW. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Cooimittee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peiiiion  of  Noah 
Shaw,  made  the  following  report : 

That  the  facts  necessary  for  forming  an  opinbn  on 
the  case,  are  stated  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasary,  which  accompanies  this  report.  Prom 
this  statement  it  appears  that  the  petitioner  is  not  en- 
titled to  relief  under  the  special  act  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  second  day  of  January,  18 IS;  and  that  the 
former  Secretary  refused,  under  the  general  law  of  the 
8d  of  Mareh,  1797,  to  remit  the  foifoiture  incurred  by 
the  petitioner,  on  the  ground,  that  it  did  not  appear  to 
his  satisfoetion  that  the  forfoitnre  wasmcurred  without 
wUAil  negligence,  or  any  intention  of  fraud.  On  a 
review  of  the  drenmstanoes,  the  conunittee  oobcut  in 
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•otniiion  with  the  late  Sceretny  t€  llie  Tretsur,  thmi 
the  petitioner  b  not  entitled  to  relief.  The  MIowing 
resolution  ii  therefore  submitted. 

Resolvedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
mot  to  be  granted. 

TUASUKT  DSPABTMBVT, 

November  4,  1814. 

Bib  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  88th  ultimo,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state,  from  the  documente  which  ae- 
oompany  the  reference  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  from  the  facte  ascertained  at  the  Treasury 
Department,  that,  in  the  1818,  Noah  Shaw,  on  behalf 
of  Samuel  Salsbury  and  A.  P.  Cleaveland,  of  Boston, 
presented  a  petition  to  the  judge  of  the  district  court 
for  the  district  of  Vermont,  setting  forth,  that  Salsbnry 
«nd  Cleaveland,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1811,  had  imported 
into  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  from  Liverpool,  in 
England,  certain  goods,  specified  in  the  invoice  an* 
nexed,  which  they  afterwards,  on  the  6th  of  Marcht 
1818,  imported  into  Burlington,  in  the  district  of  Ver- 
fBont ;  that  the  goods  being  owned  by  dttiens,  were 
imported  into  Canada  on  board  of  a  ship  which  de- 
parted from  Liverpool  between  the  8dd  of  June  and  the 
16th  of  September,  to  wit :  on  the  Ist  of  August,  1811; 
and  that  the  goods  were  purchased  in  Great  Britain 
before  the  war  was  there  known  to  exist. 

That,  on  the  30th  of  November,  1818,  the  district 
judge  certified  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  the 
petition  and  the  proofi^  but  he  made  no  statement  of 
acto;  and,  on  Uie  13Ui  i^  July,  1814»  the  Secntaiy  of 
the  Treaauiy  decided,  in  form,  not  to  remit  the  for- 
foiture  incurred  by  the  importetion  of  the  goods  into 
the  United  Stetee. 

That  it  appears  by  the  petition  which  Noah  Shaw 
has  recenUy  presented  to  Congress,  that  Saisbury  and 
Cleaveland  had  sold  the  goods  to  B.and  C.  Adams,  on 
the  33d  of  September,  1813,  from  whom  they  were  pur- 
chaeed  by  Noah  Shaw,  on  the  11th  of  Januaiy,  1813, 
with  a  Tiew  to  the  importetion,  whieh  he  e^ted  in 
the  ensuing  month  of  March. 

Upon  these  facte  I  take  the  liberty  to  ofbt  the  fol- 
lowing obeervations,  finr  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
mittee: 

1.  That,  from  the  terms  of  the  petition  to  the  district 
judge,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Shaw  intended  to  seek  re- 
lief as  ior  Saisbury  and  Cleaveland,  under  the  special 
act  of  the  3d  of  January,  1818,  directing  the  remission 
of  certain  forfeitures ;  and  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ia,  therefore,  for  relief  according  to  the  law  in  such 
case  made  and  provided.  The  case,  however,  was  cer- 
tainly not  embraced  by  the  special  act ;  for  tiie  goods 
were  not  imported  into  the  United  Stetee  firom  the 
United  Kin^ aom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  they 
Were  not  shipped  on  board  of  a  vessel  whidi  departed 
therefrom  between  the  33d  of  June  and  the  16th  of 
September,  1813;  and,  so  for  as  respecte  Mr-  Shaw, 
the  owner  at  the  time  of  the  importetion,  the  purchase 
of  tiie  goods  was  made  kmg  after  the  war  was  known 
to  exist  at  the  place  of  purdiase. 

3.  That,  although  the  eaee  wee  not  embraced  by  the 

rial  act,  it  be^me,  property,  a  question,  whether 
Secreteiy  of  the  Treasury  was  authoriaed  to  remit, 
or  mitigate,  the  forfoiture,  under  the  general  law  of 
the  8d  of  March,  1797,  if,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  incur- 
red without  wilful  negligence,  or  any  intention  of 
frwid.  It  doee  not  appear  that  the  late  Secretary  ob- 
jected merely  to  an  inegnlarity  in  the  mode  of  exhib- 
iting the  frusta,  or  of  transmitting  the  docuoento;  fiir, 


tiien,  be  waoM  net  haEvudaeMedthe 
have  returned  it  to  the  diatriet  Judgu,  t»  uadeige 
the  neoeeaary  revisien  and  amendment  aa  point  of 
form.  Nor  dees  it  appear,  from  any  infuwatiuuwith- 
in  my  reach,  that  the  Secretary  decided  the  case  upon 
any  doubt  of  his  jurisdiction  to  remit  the  foifoitare. 
The  case  must  therefore  be  deemed  to  have  been  de- 
cided on  ite  merite ;  and  the  power  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  being  once  executed,  the  department  can- 
not afterwards  modify,  or  rescind,  or  change,  fiie  de- 
cision. 

It  win  remain,  upon  this  general  view  of  the  setject, 
for  the  committee  to  decide,  whether  the  petitkmei 
ought  to  be  recommended  for  relief  to  Congress.  The 
danger  of  giving  a  sanction  to  speculations  whidi  in- 
volve an  unauthoriaed  intercourse  witii  the  enemy, 
and  the  tendency  of  such  speculations  to  cover  and 
cotmtenance  the  worst  kind  of  smuggling,  win,  ne 
doubt,  be  duly  considered.  I(  inde^,  the  case  had 
been  originally  preeented  for  my  official  interposition, 
I  should  have  reflected  well  before  I  decided,  that,  in 
principle,  and  in  circumstances,  it  was  entitled  to  the 
eqniteble  relief  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1797. 
That  act  was  meant  to  provide  for  cases  of  mere  acci- 
dent or  misfortune,  and  for  cases  uncontaminaled  by 
any  fraudulent  intention,  when  the  neceaaary  rigor  of 
the  general  law  would  become,  in  the  particular  in- 
atance,  an  instrument  of  hardship  and  cruel^.  But 
no  man  is  ever  permitted  to  obtam  relief  in  the  courte 
of  iustioe,  upon  a  claim  founded  in  his  own  wilful  vio- 
lation of  the  law ;  and  it  would  be  an  extraordinary, 
and,  I  presume,  a  novel  applieatiott  of  the  equitable 
powers  of  the  Secreteiy  of  the  Treasury,  to  legitimate 
a  trade  with  the  enemy,  tiirough  the  medium  of  remit- 
ting penaltiee  and  foneitnres  incurred  by  a  braadi  of 
the  non-impoitation  acte. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc 

A.  J.  DALLAa 

Hon.  J.  W.  Epfbs,  Chaitman,  4c- 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tnUe. 
ENLISTMENTS  IN  TBE  ARMT. 

The  House  resumed  the  constdeiution  of  the 
bill  "making  further  provision  for  filling  the 
rnnka  of  the  Army  of  the  United  StateaJ* 

Mr.  PiTKiif,  of  Uonoecticut,  made  a  nkotioo,  the 
object  of  which  wee  to  atrike  out  of  the  biU  that 
part  of  it  which  roakee  bindioff  the  enlistnient  o( 
ail  persona  from  eif  bteea  to  fifty  yeara  of  age. 

A  long  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  Kimq, 
of  Mnasaohttsetts,  Ward,  QRoayBNOR,  and  Wbb- 
STBR,  were  the  principal  speakers  against  fhm  bill ; 
and  Messrs.  Fibk,  Sharp,  and  Barnbtt,  its  priR*- 
cipal  defenders. 

Mr.  Cybds  Kino,  of  Massachasetts,  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  make  to 
the  House  some  observations  on  the  bill  now  un- 
der discussion,  in  connexion  with  other  military 
bills  and  some  of  the  revenue  bills,  which  hare 
been  reported,  as  I  deem  the  whole  of  your  war 
system  either  aeainst  the  enemy  or  the  people  of 
this  country.  This  mode  of  considering  the  sub- 
ject will  do  justice  to  the  Administration,  and  to 
their  friends  in  the  respective  Houses  of  Congress. 
And  this  justice  I  am  disposed  to  render totbem, 
notwithstanding  I  believe  that,  by  soma  of  their 
paat  aetei  they  hare  proved  themselrea  the  very 
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wont  ene»Ms  of  tbe  Amefiean  people.  This 
view,  sir,  I  wish  to  submit  to  the  Uoose,  if  it  be 
possible  steadily  to  look  at  this  system  of  military 
eoBseriptioD,  and  of  oppressive  taxation,  aad  not 
Btarde  at  the  destmctton  with  which  it  threatens 
our  eoontrj. 

A  sagaeious  political  writer,  in  speaking  of  the 
errors  and  oppressions  of  rulers,  has  remarked, 
that  the  necessity  of  any  GtoTemment  is  the 
greatest  reflection  upon  the  virtue  of  the  people ; 
but,  sir,  with  all  due  deference,  I  never  shall  con- 
sider that  as  the  greatest  reflection,  as  long  as  a 
people  can  be  found  so  degraded,  so  regardless  of 
their  own  interest  and  importance,  as  to  tolerate 
aa  Administration  after  they  shall  have  failed  to 
accomplish  the  very  end  of  their  iostitution,  and 
shall  have  raued  their  parricidal  arm  agaiost  the 
▼ery  instrument  by  which  they  have  their  exist- 
ence. That  this  is  the  case  with  the  present  Ad- 
mintstFation,  a  little  more  reflection,  aad  some 
more  suflTerinA  if  it  be  possible  to  adid  to  it^  will 
convince  the  American  people. 

Take,  if  yon  please^sir,  the  ordinary  evid«ice 
of  a  well-administer  edUoverDment,  respectabroad 
and  prosperity  at  home,  and  ask  younelf  if  this 
Admintstration  have  continued  these  blessings  to 
this  nation.  That  our  form  of  Gbvemment,  when 
correctly  administered  agreeably  to  the  Gonstita*- 
tion,  is  capable  of  producing,  and  §ox  a  time  con* 
tinning,  these  national  blessings,  we  have  the 
splendid  example  of  the  Administf  atioas^f  Wash- 
ington, and  or  Adams,  before  his  fall.  Are  yon 
BOW  respected  abroad?  No,  sit,  there  is  not  a 
nation,  not  a  crowned  head  in  Biirope,  that  is 
friendly  towards  you.    I  ask  pardooi  sir,  there  is 

I  perhaps  one^  mean  the  great  Emperor  of  the 
ittle  island  of  filba ;  bat  even  he  is  now  said, 
like  Milton's  devil,  to  eye  you  askance,  and  to 

Srin  horribly  at  the  destruction  which  he  has 
KMtight  upon  you.  How  yoo  alienated  foreign 
nations  from  ynu  is  now  matter  of  history ;  bv 
constantly  aiding  the  attempts  of  the  lafie  fell 
tjrrant  of  Europe  at  uoitersal  empire  yoar  dese^ 
nies  were  united  with  his^  and  you  must  now 
expect  to  share  with  him  the  general  detestation 
of  mankind.  But,  sir^  what  will  forever  fix  your 
character  in  Europe,  and  I  think  your  doom  at 
home,  is  your  rash  declaration  of  war  at  the  time 
you  did  it)-— thus,  like  willing  slaves,  binding 
yourselves  to  the  then  triumplud  car  of  the  en- 
slaver of  nations.  Yes.  sir,  you  courageously  de- 
clared your  war  when  you  supposed  the  imperial 
tyrant  had  his  victim  bound  at  his  feet,  and  the 
sword  out  and  whetted  that  Was  to  be  plunged 
into  her  vitals.    You  then  magnanimottsly  ex- 

SBcted  to  be  in  at  the  death  and  share  the  spoils. 
ir,  the  rashness  and  foll^  of  this  Admimstra^ 
tion,  on  that  occasion,  forcibly  reminds  us  of  the 
fable  of  the  madman,  who  undertook  to  shear  a 
wolf.  What,  exclaimed  his  friends,  shear  a  wolf  I 
Have  you  considered  the  danger  and  difficulty  of 
the  undertaking,  and  the  little  profit  yoo  are  like- 
ly to  gain  if  you  succeed  ?  No,  says  the  oMid- 
man,  I  have  considered  nothing  but  the  riglU  I 
The  Sovereign  of  the  Universe  has  given  to  man 
dominion  over  the  beaals  of  the  forest  aad  ^  the 


field  ;  I,  therefeve,  have  the  right,  and  will  shear 
the  wolf. 

So  this  Administration,  believing  that  the  im- 
perial robber  of  France  had  the  royal  bull  of 
England  by  the  horns,  thought  they  had  a  right, 
this  a  favorable  opportunity,  and  attempted  to 
shear  him ;  but,  most  unfortonatelj  for  them,  the 
royal  beast  broke  from  the  imperial  robber,  trod 
him  under  foot,  and  is  now  pushing,  with  full 
vigor,  at  poor  Mr.  Madison  and  his  friends. 

llave  you,  sir,  been  more  fortunate  at  home,  in 
continuing  the  prosperity  of  this  country  ana  of 
its  citizens  ?  The  bankruptcy  of  your  Treasury, 
and  the  misery  and  groans  of  the  people,  pro- 
nounce an  awful  negative  to  this  question.  Still, 
in  this  ruined  state  of  the  country,  and  impover- 
ished situation  of  the  people,  yon  call  npoo  them 
for  more  men  and  more  mooey.  For  this  pur> 
pose  numerous  tax  bills  and  military  bills  have 
been  reported.  And  with  these  foots  staring  him 
in  the  race,  your  new  Secretary,  the  fresh  band 
at  the  Treasury  bellows,  who  has  labored  so  hard 
to  blow  up  public  ereuit,  had  the  effrontery  to 


declare^  in  his  first  report,  that  the  resources  of 
the  nation  remain  almost  untouched  by  the  hand 
of  the  Government ;  because  I  suppose  his  hand 
haid  not  before  touched  Ihem.  And  this,  sir,  is 
one  of  the  evils  attendant  oir  the  perpetual  fluc- 
tuation of  officers  in  some  of  vour  departments. 
No  sooner  is  one  leach  brushed  from  the  veins  of 
the  people  than  a  fresh  one  is  fastened  on  Uiem, 
to  suck  the  last  drop  of  their  blood. 

You  attempt  to  raise  a  revenue  In  two  way»— 
by  direct  and  indirect  taxes— thoogh  the  genius 
of  the  Administration,  I  think,  leads  them  to  the 
Indirect  mode,  that  the  hand  of  the  Qdvernment 
should  as  seldom  as  possible  be  seen  by  the  peo>- 
ple  while  they  are  picking  their  pocMts.  The 
justice  of  this  mooe  may  well  be  questiaaed* 
when  you  impose  a  direct  tax  every  citizen 
knows  what  he  has  to  pay ;  but  when  you  tax 
articles  in  the  hand  of  the  manufacturer,  the  re- 
tailer^  or  the  merchant,  they  add  what  they  please, 
oertaraly  never  less  than  the  tax,  for  advance  or 
money  and  inteiest;  and  thus  the  citizen  is  often 
obliged  to  pay  more  than  double  the  amount  of 
the  tax.  Thoi]^h  indeed,  sir,  in  the  present  im* 
poverished  situation  of  the  people,  I  can  see  but 
little  other  diflbrence  in  the  two  modes  of  taxa- 
tion than  between  petit  larceny  and  robbery. 
The  disposition  that  would  induce  an  Adminis- 
tration, at  a  time  like  this,  to  adopt  the  indirect 
mode  would  urge  an  unfortunate  being,  in  bum- 
ble life,  clandestinely  to  pick  a  pocket  or  rob  a 
hen  roost;  and  the  evil  genius  that  would  impel 
the  former  to  resort  to  the  direct  mode,  would 
embolden  the  latter  to  attack  the  citizen,  and  de- 
mand his  moaey  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  or 
the  muzzle  of  the  pistol. 

[Mr.  King  was  here  cautioned  by  the  honoim^ 
ble  Spbaxsr  not  to  violate  that  order  and  dec^ 
ram  in  debate  which  the  rales  of  the  House  re- 
quire. Thanking  the  honomble  Speaker  for  the 
caution.  Mr.  K.  replied :  This,  sir,  is  a  subject 
which  1  never  wUl  debste  but  with  the  Constitu- 
tion in  my  hand.    I  will  boldly  march  to  the  «x- 
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treme  verge  of  ics  powers,  and  there  be  ready,  at 
all  tiraes^  to  give  to  my  political  opponents  a 
practical  illustration  of  mv  ideas  of  the  rights  of 
a  Representative  and  of  the  privilege  of  a  mem* 
ber;  1  never  will  wantonly  invade  the  territory 
of  my  adversary,  nor,  without  a  struggle,  be 
driven  from  my  own.] 

On  the  subject  of  Uses,  sir,  your  President,  in 
his  first  Message  at  this  session,  says:  ''We  have 

*  seen  them  (the  people)  everywhere  paying  their 

*  taxes,  direct  and  indirect,  with  the  ffreatest  alac- 
'  rity."  And  the  late  Secreury,  Nix.  Campbell, 
taking  his  pitch  from  the  President,  celebrates  in 
the  same  strain,  "  the  promptitude  and  cheerful- 
ness with  which  the  present  Uxes  are  paid." 
What  reward,  said  Mr.  K.,  do  the  people  receive 
for  all  this  patriotism  and  devotion  to  their  coun- 
try? You  double  their  burdens,  and  increase 
your  exactions.  You  have  resolved  to  double 
your  land  tax,  making  it  six  millions  of  dollars ; 
to  double  the  auction  and  carriage  taxes ;  to  add 
fifty  per  cent,  to  the  taxes  on  the  retailers,  and  on 
the  postage  of  letters  and  newspapers;  it  is  nat- 
ural, sir,  that  you  should  increase  the  latter  tax ; 
by  taxing  the  press,  many  of  the  people  will  be 
compelled  to  give  up  their  newspapers,  and  thus 
be  less  able  to  scrutinize  the  conduct  of  this  Ad- 
ministration. On  domestic  distilled  spirits,  yon 
have  increased  the  tax  four  hundred  per  cent., 
lest  the  people  should  obtain  a  drop  of  comfort 
from  that  source.  And,  to  crown  the  whole,  yoyi 
have  resolved  to  add  twenty-one  new  items  to 
your  list  of  taxable  articles.  Many  of  which, 
inch  as  the  taxes  on  hats,  leather,  nails,  iron,  dbc., 
will  fall  peculiarly  hea?y  on  those  who  are  poorly 
able  to  pay.  If  such  be  the  reward  of  their  pa- 
triotism, you  will  compel  the  people  to  try  the 
effect  or  a  manly  resistance  to  such  oppression. 

But  happy,  nappy  would  it  be  for  this  dis- 
tressed, this  devoted  people,  if  after  thus  depriv- 
ing them  of  their  property,  in  many  cases  of  their 
last  dollar,  this  Aomin istration  would  be  satisfied. 
No,  but  the  people  must  then  bestow  their  ser- 
vices, must  surrender  their  bodies,  and  spill  their 
blood  for  these  uoffrateful  men,  in  carrving  on 
this  ruinous  war.  For  this  purpose  sunclry  mili- 
tary bills  have  been  reported ;  the  three  principal 
may  be  described  as  the  conscription  bill  of  the 
Senate ;  the  conscription  bill  of  the  House ;  and 
that  now  under  consideration,  the  minor  conscrip- 
tion bill. 

The  great  objection  to  all  these  bills  is,  that 
they  confound  the  distinction  made  in  the  Con- 
stitution between  the  regular  army  and  the  mili- 
tia ;  a  subject  upon  which  no  mistakes  can  be 
made  except  such  as  are  wilful.  How  did  your 
predecessors,  and  how  ought  you  to  exercise  the 
Constitutional  power  of  raising  armies?  By  vol- 
untary enlistment  of  persons  capable  of  contract- 
ing $  tor  enlistment  is  only  a  contract.  Congress 
has  power  **  To  provide  for  organizing,  arming, 
'  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  governing 
^  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the 
'  service  of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the 
* 'States  respectively  the  appointment  of  the  offi- 

*  cets,  and  the  anihority  of  training  the  militia 


'  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Con- 

<  gress.*^    Also—"  To  provide  for  cailios  forth  the 
'  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 

<  press  insurrections,  and  repel  invasion."  And 
when  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States,  the  President  shall  be  the  Commaoder-in- 
Chief  thereof.  Now,  sir,  Congress  hu  already 
passed  laws  for  or^nizing  the  militia  into  divis- 
ions, brigades,  regiments,  battalions,  and  compa- 
nies, and  they  have  been  organized  accordingly. 
Also,  for  arming  the  militia,  and  which  yon  have 
partially  executed ;  and  for  some  of  the  other 
purposes  mentioned  in  the  Constitution.  They 
are  then,  sir,  by  your  Constitution  and  la^s,  and 
they  were  such  in  most  of  the  States  before  the 
Constitution  was  adopted,  or  your  laws  enacted, 
an  independent,  organized,  armed,  and  disciplined 
corps,  in  the  respective  States,  with  an  inde- 
pendent Commander-in-Chief  over  each.  And, 
sir,  Congress  can  now  approach  them  in  no  other 
form,  nor  through  any  other  channel  than  that  of 
this  independent  commander ;  any  law  or  laws  of 
Congress  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Now,  sir,  what  do  your  first  two  bills  contem- 
plate?   That  from  the  Senate,  which  is  drawn 
with  great  art,  and  may  be  abused  to  the  worst  of 
purposes,  does  indeed  call  upon  the  Executives  of 
the  States  for  their  respective  quotas  of  the  mili- 
tia required,  but  after  that  we  hear  no  more  of 
the  State  authority.    The  second  section  divides 
the  whole  militia  into  as  many  classes  as  there  are 
soldiers  required  from  each  State,  ordering  each 
class  to  furnish  one ;  the  third  section  directs  the 
commanders  of  companies  what  persons  to  enrol, 
and  to  make  their  returns  to  the  Adjutant  Qenertl 
of  the  United  States;  he  is  to  send  his  orders  to 
the  commanders  of  brigades,  and  these  again  to 
the  commanders  of  regiments,  who  are  to  issue 
their  orders  to  commanders  of  companies,  and 
they  to  see  the  draught  made.    And  these  State 
officers  over  whom  you  have  no  legal  control,  till 
called  into  your  service,  are  to  be  fined,  imprisoned, 
and  cashiered,  if  they  do  not  obey  your  iVlegal 
maiidates:  and  all  this  without  consulting  their 
Constitutional  Commanders-in-Chief.    Now,  sir, 
it  is  very  certain,  that  if  they  do  obey  those  man- 
dates, they  will  be  liable  to  fine  and  imprison- 
ment, unoer  the  State  laws ;  you  therefore  place 
them  between  two  fires.    And  thus  the  poor  mili- 
tia officers  are  to  be  cut  up,  whether  they  obey  or 
disobey. 

But,  sir,  the  conscription  bill  of  the  House  is 
still  more  destructive  of  our  militia ;  it  goes,  sir, 
to  disband  the  whole ;  to  melt  it  down  to  one 
common  mass ;  and  out  of  this  chaos  makes  op 
little  squads  of  twenty*five,  each  of  which  is, 
under  severe  penalties,  to  furnish  a  man  daring 
the  war  for  the  regular  army.  If,  sir,  you  have 
a  right  thus  to  take  a  twenty-fifth,  yoa  may  uke 
the  whole,  and  convert  the  whole  militia  into  a 
standing  or  regular  army,  under  the  command  sf 
your  Presidents— thus  completely  annihilating  tte 
State  sovereignties.  The  great  mistake,  is.  sir, 
that  you  undertake  to  command  the  militia  before 
they  are,  according  to  the  Constitution,  called  toto 
the  actual  service  of  the  United  States.     To  iilus- 
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trate  my  meaninff,  suppose  the  ease  of  two  inde- 
pendent commanders  under  your  laws,  where  one, 
m  case  of  necessity,  is  required  to  snp))ort  the 
other:  take,  if  you  please^  the  case  of  G(eneral 
Izard  and  Qeoeral  Brown.  The  latter  has  oeea- 
sioD  for  a  thousand  men  from  the  command  of 
the  former ;  aeeordiag  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
Brown  calls  upon  Izard  for  that  number ;  but,  lest 
Izard  should  not  comply,  he  directs  Izard's  sub- 
ordinate officers,  without  consulting  their  com« 
mander,  to  send  him  the  number  required,  and 
threatens  to  cashier  them  if  the^  do  not  instantlv 
comply  ;  or,  according  to  the  principle  of  the  bill 
of  the  House,  Brown  goes  to  Izaru's  army,  dis- 
bands the  whole,  cuts  it  up  into  twenty-fives,  and 
takes  one  man  from  each.  Do  you  suppose,  sir, 
that  such  orders  or  such  conduct  would  be  sub- 
mitted to  ?  Are  they  not  subversive  of  all  mili- 
tary subordination,  and  destructive  to  our  militia 
— the  guardians  of  our  rights  and  liberties  ?  I 
again  repeat,  sir.  that  the  militia  of  each  State  are 
an  independent,  organized,  and  armed  corps,  with 
an  independent  Commander-in-Chief  over  each ; 
that  you  must  approach  them  as  such  ;  and  I  will 
add,  that  if  you  attempt  to  do  it  in  any  other  man- 
ner, you  will  be  received  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet. 

The  necessity  of  considering  the  militia  in  this 
light  is  apparent,  it  is  the  physical  force  of  the 
State  to  defend  it  against  all  aggressions,  liable  to 
be  called  upon  at  a  moment's  warning ;  but  if  the 
United  States  can  thus  interfere  with  it  at  plea- 
sure, take  such  part  as  they  please,  and  garble  it 
to  suit  their  purposes,  they  will  ruin  the  system, 
and  deprive  the  States  of  their  only  protection. 
A  State  suddenly  invaded,  and  an  instant  call 
upon  an  adjoiniDg  State  becomes  necessary,  what 
will  you  do  without  an  organized  militia,  to  fly 
to  the  relief  of  such  State  ?  Or  what  will  you  do 
for  one,  if  your  present  plans  are  adopted  Y  Be- 
sides, sir,  is  not  the  Stale  commander  of  the  mili- 
tia the  best  judge  from  what  part  of  his  command, 
on  a  call,  the  troops  can  most  safely  be  detached  7 
But  your  plans  go  to  take  the  militiamen  indis- 
criminately from  every  part  of  the  State,  although 
a  large  proportion  of  them  may  be  on  duty,  or  a 
part  of  the  State  invaded.  Such  arbitrary  plans 
can  only  be  calculated  to  destroy  the  militia  sys- 
tem, and  of  course  the  sovereignties  of  the  States. 
The  militia  system  of  New  England,  sir,  is  al- 
most coeval  with  its  settlement,  and  I  trust  in 
Gk>d,  and  on  the  valor  of  her  sons,  that  it  will  be 
CO- ex  tensive  with  her  existence. 

But,  sir,  the  principle  embraced  in  the  minor 
conscription  bill,  is  the  most  inhuman,  immoral, 
and  oppressive,  that  ever  was  attempted  to  be  es- 
tablished by  this,  and,  of  course,  by  any  other  as- 
sembly, called  deliberative.  I  mean,  sir,  the  au- 
thority intended  to  be  given  to  your  recruiting 
officers  to  enlist  minors,  without  the  consent,  or 
even  against  the  will  of  the  parent,  master  or 
guardian ;  in  other  words,  and  in  effect,  if  carried, 
to  steal  the  ward  from  tne  guardian,  entice  the 
apprentice  from  his  master,  and  to  seduce  the 
child  from  his  parent;  and  thus  destroy,  *'all  the 
charities  of  father,  son,  and  brother."    Where 


were  the  feelings  of  the  father,  when  the  cold 
politieian  could  recommend  such  a  horrid  prin- 
ciple ;  nay  a  father  could  not,  a  christian  wouM 
not  do  it. 

And,  sir,  besides  outraging  the  best  feelings  of 
the  heart,  the  principle  violates  several  important 
provisions  of  the  Constitution.  Suppose,  sir,  an 
opposer  of  the  Constitution  had  inquired  of  its 
friends,  before  its  adoption,  how  the  power  to 
raise  armies  was  to  be  exercised  \  his  answer  must 
have  been  by  the  voluntary  and  fair  enlistment 
of  persons  capable  of  contracting;  this  would 
have  satisfied  the  parent,  master,  and  guardian, 
because  they  would  have  shown  that  their  wards, 
apprentices,  and  children,  under  twenty-one,  were 
incapable  of  forming  such  contract.  Can  yon 
then,  sir,  against  common  law  and  common  riff ht, 
by  any  act  of  vours,  confer  a  capacity  to  enlist, 
or  contract,  which  did  not  exist  at  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Constitution  ?  Sir,  the  illustration  so 
Kintedly  stated  by  my  honorable  friend  and  col- 
igue  (Mr.  Wabo)  in  a  different  manner,  re- 
specting married  women,  had  occurred  to  me,  in 
relation  to  their  inability  to  contract.  You  have 
occasion,  in  your  armies,  for  women  to  attend  the 
f  iok,  and  to  nurse  some  of  your  old  generals ;  sup- 
pose you  should,  by  law,  attempt  to  authorize 
your  officers  to  recruit  some  women  for  these  ne- 
cessary purposes,  and  as  married  women  are  gen- 
erally most  experienced,  you  should  instruct  your 
officers  to  contract  with  such,  without  the  consent 
of  their  husbands.  Do  von  suppose  that  such  a 
law  ought  to  be  executed  ?  Should  you  imagine 
it  Constitutional  ?  If  not,  neither  is  it  so  in  re- 
gard of  minors,  for  they  no  more  than  married 
women,  can,  bv  law,  contract ;  nor  can  yon  any 
more  confer  the  capacity  upon  the  one,  than 
upon  the  other. 

Besides,  sir,  by  the  Constitution,  "no  State 
shall  pass  any  law  impairing  the  obligation  of 
contracts ;"  you  will  not  contend  that  this  prohi- 
bition to  the  several  States,  confers  the  power  on 
the  United  States;  because,  but  for  the  prohibi- 
tion, it  would  have  been  reserved  to  the  States  or 
people,  thou|rh,I  trust  in  God,  never  to  have  been 
exercised,  fiot  pass  this  law.  and  you  not  only 
impair,  but  dissolve  a  thousana  solemn  contracts, 
now  authorized  by  law,  between  parents,  masters, 
and  guardians.  You  attempt  to  do  more — impi- 
ously to  sever  that  tie  between  parents  and  chil- 
dren, formed  by  the  finger  of  GkHi,  in  the  heart  of 
man. 

It  is  no  answer  to  say  that  the  master  is  to  receive 
part  of  the  bribe,  which  is  to  entice  his  appren- 
tice from  him ;  for  we  deny  your  right  tnus  to 
entice  or  enlist  him.  It  is  well  that  you  do  not 
thus  insult  the  parent  by  offering  him  some  of  the 
pieces  of  silver,  which  are  to  betray  his  child 
from  him — the  price  of  blood.  Though  he  too 
has  a  property  in  the  service  of  the  child  till 
twenty-one,  which  you  cannot  take  "for  public 
use  without  just  compensation." 

Believe  me,  sir,  as  your  laws  now  stand,  tbu 
war  has  already  introduced  into  private  families, 
too  much  distress*  On  this  very  subject  of  en- 
listing minors,  the  most  inhuman  and  distressing 
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aeu  hare  been  perpetrated  by  some  of  your  re- 
em  id  Dg  officers.  Minors  hare  been  often  enlisted 
without  the  eonsent  of  their  parents ;  and  when 
these  parents  hare  demanded  them  of  your  offi- 
cers, they  hare  laughed  them  to  scorn;  and  when 
they  hare  called  in  the  ciril  authority  to  enforce 
their  demands,  it  has  been  resisted  by  force  of 
arms;  and  the  unhappy  youth  moarehed  off, in  the 
dead  of  night,  and  concealed  from  his  parent 
And  when,  driven  by  the  severity  of  his  officers, 
the  suffering  child  has  fled  to  his  paternal  man- 
sion for  protection,  that  mansion,  the  castle  of 
his  parent,  has  been  surrounded  at  night  by  ruf- 
fian soldters,  its  sanctity  violated,  its  doors  burst 
open,  and  the  struggling  child  torn  from  the  arms 
of  his  distracted  mother.  Another  instance,  I 
know,  where  a  child,  enticed  away  and  enlisted, 
ran  to  the  arms  of  his  father  for  safetir-*-ihe  father 
and  son  were  waylaid  b^  armed  soldiers  in  the 
woods,  were  attacked  with  swords  and  pistols, 
and  the  suffering  child  forcibly  taken  from  the 
wounded  parent. 

If  these  cruelties  are  inflicted  contrary  to  law, 
what  aceumnlation  of  distress  majr  we  not  anti* 
eq>ate,  when  they  shall  be  authorized  by  law? 
I  speak  of  facts  which  I  do  knew,  of  distresses  of 
daily  occurrence,  of  crimes  which  have  wrung 
the  fair's  heart  with  anguish,  and  filled  his 
house  with  misery  and  woe. 

This  net,  sir,  nuthorizes  your  reeru i ting  officen 
to  enlist  into  your  army,  any  free^  effective,  able- 
bodied  man,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
fifty.  Now,  str^  what  kind  ot  a  free,  able-bodied 
oran,  is  a  stripling  of  eighteen,  under  the  author- 
ky  of  his  parent,  or  bound  to  a  master.  I  as ree  with 
m  honoiiable  gentleman  from  Kentncky,  (Mr. 
HoFKiica,)  whose  seal  and  intelligence  I  haTe 
often  admired,  (they,  I  think,  were  misapplied 
here,)  that  the  minor  contemplated  by  thu  bill, 
is  not 

<«Thein&nt 
Mewling  and  puling  in  his  nurse's  arms." 

Nor,  sir,  can,  or  ought  he  to  be — ^a 

''Soldier, 
Foil  of  strsnge  oaths,  and  bearded  like  the  psid. 
Jealous  in  honor,  sudden  and  quick  in  qnanel, 
Seeking  the  bubUe  reputation 
Even  in  the  cannon's  mouth.'' 

I  would  ask  that  honorable  gentleman,  what 
each  a  stripling  would  do  in  battle,  opposed  to 
his  huge  frame  and  nervous  arm  ?  Coulu  he  turn 
Tour  Myonet,  or  stop  the  descending  sword  ?  Be- 
lieve me,  he  could  not.  No,  sir,  boys  of  that  age 
cannot  bear  the  hardships  of  a  camp,  much  ms 
can  they  withstand  the  shook  of  battle,  or  breast 
the  storm  of  war. 

If  what  I  have  urged  will  not  induce  you  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  this  bill,  I  appeal  to  you— I 
beseech  you,  as  friends  of  humanity,  to  spare  tftie 
tears  which  the  passage  of  this  law  will  cause  to 
flow ;  I  appeal  to  you  as  fathers,  by  every  endear- 
ing tie  which  binds  you  to  your  children,  not  to 
deprive  the  aged  parent  of  the  child  of  his  youth, 
the  support  and  solace  of  his  declining  yeara,  lest 
yoo  bring  his  gray  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave. 


I  entreat  you  to  make  the  case  yo«r  own — sup- 
pose a  darling  child,  an  only  son,  snatched  frooo. 
yon  by  the  scourge  of  war — in  the  language  ot 
grief  and  of  nature,  you  will  then  ezciaioi : 
'*  Would  to  God  I  had  died  for  thee,  O  Ab^lom, 
my  son,  mv  son  !" 

James  Madison,  President  of  the  United  Srates, 
is  the  father  of  this  system  of  conseciption  for 
America,  as  his  unfortunate  friend  Bonaparte  was 
of  that  of  France ;  this  he  announced  in  his  Mes> 
sage,  before  referred  to,  as  follows : 

**  I  earnestly  lensw,  aft  the  same  IfsM,  a  rsoottwen- 
dation  of  snch  changes  in  the  systsm  of  militia,  as,  by 
classing  and  disciplining  fiir  the  nHist  piompt  and  ac- 
tive service  the  portions  most  capable  of  it,  will  give  to 
that  gnat  xesonzce  §»  the  public  safety  sil  the  requi- 
site energy  and  efficiency." 

His  plans  therefor,  substantially  embraced  by 
these  conscription  bills,  were  afterwards  submit- 
ted to  Congress,  by  his  Secretary  of  Waf,  James 
Monroe,  and  by  him  attempted  to  be  reeom  mend- 
ed to  the  American  people,  by  the  plea  of  neces^ 
sity : 

**  So  spake  the  fisn4  and,  with  neeeesity. 
The  tyrant's  plea,  exens'd  his  devilish  deeds." 

Your  PrasideAt  further  says,  in  the  same  Mes- 
sage: ''We  see  the  people  rushing  with  enlhosi- 
'  nam  to  the  scenes  where  daa^er  and  duty  call. 
'  In  ofiering  their  blood,  they  give  the  surest  pledge 
'  thac  no  other  tribute  will  be  withheld."  If  this 
be  true,  sir,  where  is  the  necessity  of  vioJatiog 
the  Constitution  to  impose  upon  the  pe<^e  a  mtf 
iury  despotism  and  Ftench  oonsciiptioa  1  T  hat 
il  is  true,  in  •ne  aense,  the  ackaowledged  and 
tried  virtue  and  patriotism  of  the  people  are  proof. 
But  ic  is  at  the  call  of  the  Bute  mihorities  (now 
our  only  efficient  rulers)  that  they  Ay  to  arms,  to 
defend  the  soil,  and  everything  dear  to  them ;  this 
they  are  able,  this  (hey  nra  raady,  this  they  arc 
determined  to  do, against  all  invadeis — ^aot,  how^»- 
ever,  as  a  tribute  to  Nero,  but  as  a  sacred  duty  to 
thfinselvea  and  their  country. 

Aa  to  the  patriotism  and  devotion  of  the  people 
to  their  country,  we  hear  much  said  by  gentle- 
men on  bach  aidea  of  the  Houae  *,  and  compati* 
aona,  too  often  odioua,  have  been  made  between 
the  relative  patriotlamof  the  West  and  North; 
these  sectional  views  I  regret  as  ntuch  as  any  one, 
especially,  when  rendered  necessary  by  the  con- 
stant o^preasion,  by  the  Administration,  of  par- 
ticular sections  of  the  country.  The  Governon 
of  New  England  have  been  traduced,  because 
they  would  not  fall  down  and  worship  the  idob 
of  Democracy,  while  the  gemlemen  of  the  West 
have  cootinually  oelehntMl  the  devotion  of  their 
States  to  the  powers  that  are.  In  the  first  and 
second  session  of  the  13th  Congress,  we  wera  al- 
most deafened  with  their  cry  of  patriotism  and 
profieia  of  servioe ;  but,  at  this  session,  the  tuae 
appears  to  be  a  little  changed;  it  is  now  sud 
that  the  people  most  be  encouraged ;  that  it  v 
wrong  to  expect  them  to  save  their  country  with- 
out a  liberal  compensation ;  in  other  words,  no 
pay,  no  patriotism.  Sir,  I  am  disposed  to  do  more 
than  justice,  if  possible,  to  our  brethiea  of  the 
West;  I  aHMt  eonUaily  acknowledge  them  as 
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brethren ;  nuioy  of  them  are  from  New  Bngli^ad ; 
I  know  them  to  be  hardy,  bold,  and  enterprising. 

;  Bot,  9\Ti  It  is  a  little  unfortunate  for  our  poor 
coantrjr,  that  the  stock  of  patriotism  of  the  West 
and  oor  national  Treasury  should  both  be  ex- 
hausted at  the  same  moment.  I  cannot  say  that 
there  was  any  very  intimate  connexion  between 
them,  or  that  the  one  receired  its  aliment  from 
the  other.  I  only  mention  facts  which  hare  been 
announced  on  this  floor. 

Pause  for  a  moment,  sir,  and  reflect  upon  the 
manner  in  which  you  have  attempted  to  raise 
and  recruit  your  Army,  for  carrying  on  this  ruin- 
ous war.  At  first,  you  appealed  to  the  patriotism 
of  the  people  tosupport  you  in  this  rash  measure, 
and  expected  to  raise  an  army  by  offering  the 
usual  bounty  and  wages;  disappointed  in  thatexr 
pectatioB,  you  next  attempted  to  buy  soldiers,  and 
authorized  your  recruiting  oflicers  togife  for  them 
in  bounty,  (and,  and  wages,  about  the  ralue  of  a 
prime  slave  in  the  South.  And  those  who  were 
temptedi,  by  the  price  only,  to  sell  themselTcs  to 

*  you,  except  to  save  their  families  from  starving, 
deserve  to  be  slaves.  Thus  baflted  in  all  your 
attempts  to  enHst  the  people  on  your  side,  in  this 
war,  you  intend,  by  these  conseription  bills,  stick- 
ing to  the  slave  nrinciples  still,  to  kidnap  the  peo- 
ple, as  you  would  slaves ;  and  they  will  deserve 
this  fate,  if  they  tamely  submit  to  such  op- 
pression. 

We  were  gravely  told,  the  other  day,  by  an 
honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Babnbtt,)  in  debate, 
that  this  was  the  people's  war ;  that  they  most 
and  should  come  out  and  fight  their  own  banles. 
It  was,  I  think,  sir,  but  a  poor  compliment  to  the 
peoi»le  of  this  country,  to  call  an  act  theirs, 
passed  by  so  lean  a  majority  of  their  Representa- 
tives. No,  sir,  you  passed  the  act  declaiiog  war 
at  your  peril,  as  you  pass  every  other  bw ;  if  it 
be  salatary,  it  it  prove  beneficial  to  the  eounuy, 
the  people  will  support  you;  if  not,  the  dtsgwee 
and  foin  ought  to  fall  upon  your  own  heada. 
That  honorable  gentleman  said  further,  that  they 
had  heretofore  M  the  pe<ml«  with  soft  com ;  that 
is.  treated  them  too  kindly,  rendered  them  too 
prosperoos  and  happy.  What,  in  the  name  of 
God,  does  the  hoBoraUe  gentleman  mean  by  this  7 
What  species  of  distress,  what  compUcation  of 
misery,  have  you  ftttled  to  biiag  upon  the  peoide, 
in  the  last  seven  years  1  A  whole  apprenueeship 
of  Ivretchedness.  Have  you  not  destroyed  their 
commerce,  paralyzed  their  iodastry,  loaded  them 
with  uxes,  (after  depriving  them  of  the  ability 
to  pay,)  forced  them  into  yonr  ranks  to  support 
their  wives  and  children,  sobjecied  them  to  fre- 
quent and  harassing  cells  for  mititia  service,  often 
discharged  them  therefrom  without  ehnhiag  or 
pay.  far  from  their  families  and  firiends,  srck,  dis- 
tressed, and  wounded  %  And  what^  let  me  ask,  is 
the  situation  of  a  whole  army  in  the  North,  so 
pathetically  described  by  an  honorable  geatleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Imobabi,)  at  this  in- 
clement season  of  the  year,  in  that  severe,  cold 
climate,  destitute  of  clothes,  with  nothinff  to  cover 
them  but  the  havens;  no  rrieodly  manaioo  to  re- 
ceive their  wounded  bodies,  onleB  the     ' 


earth,  in  compassion  of  their  sn&ring,  should 
open  her  bosom,  and  receive  them  and  their  mia- 
eries  forever ! 

If  this,  sir.  be  to  treat  the  people  with  soft  corn, 
I  pray  that  honorable  gentleman  to  ^yt  it  to  his 
slaves,  and  not  to  freemen.  But  he  further  re- 
marked, that  they  have  been  hitherto  daubing 
the  people  with  no  tempered  mortar.  There,  sir, 
I  perfectly  agree  with  him.  When  the  great 
Jefferson,  (I  mean  great  in  theory,  bot  little  in 
fact,  the  author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence, and  the  hero  of  Carter's  Mountain,)  in  his 
Inaugural  Address,  ia  honeyed,  though  deceitful 
accents,  which  never  ought  to  be  forgotten  by  bis 
friend,  or  forgiven  by  the  friends  of  oor  country, 
said,  we  are  all  Fedemlisto,  all  Republicans'— 
all  white,  all  black — he  daubed  the  people  with 
untempered  mortar.  Mr.  Madison  (the  destroyer 
of  Washington,  as  he  would  be  of  every  one  that 
bore  his  name  or  revered  hb  virtues)  following 
the  example  of  his  great  predeceisor,  has,  in  many 
of  his  Messages,  and  by  many  of  his  acts,  daubed 
the  people  with  untempered  mortar;  and  you 
have  attempted  to  build  up  your  party  with  uup 
tempered  mortar,  until  the  political  labric,  like 
the  remains  of  the  edifices  around  ue,  is  tuaibling 
into  ruin. 

We  have,  indeed,  sir,  fallen  on  evil  times,  and 
this  is  a  strange  GiovernBWBt  under  which  we 
suffer.  Our  Constitution  is  beautiful  in  theory. 
In  reading  it  we  should  suppose  that  the  peo- 
ple were  everything,  and  that  it  coold  not  fail 
of  rendering  them  prosperous  and  *happy,  ae 
indeed  it  did,  under  the  wise  administration  of 
Wabbingtoh;  but^  since  it  has  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  its  enemies,  it  appears  to  be  enUrely 
changed.  As  now  administered,  we  should  sup- 
pose that  the  people  were  aude  for  the  Qovecn* 
meat,  not  the  Qovemment  for  the  people^  and, 
that  the  great  duty  of  the  people  was  to  matntaia 
a  corrupt  Admimstraiioo,  with  its  thousand  de- 
pendanu  and  hungry  cxpMectants,  in  idleness  and 
dissipation.  Yen  tax  the  people,  you  deprive  them 
of  employment  and  property ;  you  fight  your  ba^ 
tks  with  the  people,  aad  when  your  severity  fomes 
them  to  desert,  you  shoot  them  by  decens.  And 
all  this  is  done  in  the  name  aad  for  the  good  of 
the  people.  ^  We,  the  people,''  stand  first  in  the 
Constfttntioa,  and  the  last  to  receive  any  benefit 
from  it* 

When,  sir,  geatleBum  on  this  side  of  the  Honae 
have,  in  behau  of  the  people,  accused  Mr.  Madi- 
son and  some  of  hie  Cabinet  of  high  crimes  and 
mtsdeatcanors,  the  friends  of  these  men  have  re- 
ferred them  to  the  Constitution  for  their  impeaeh- 
ment  aad  puatshment.  Cru«l  iasalt  and  mock- 
ery 1  Impeachment?  Who,  in  the  name  of  Qod, 
are  to  vote  and  carry  up— I  ask  pardon,  sir,  I 
should  say  down-»-everyihing  in  this  strange 
Government  is  sadly  turned  topsyturvy— who, 
I  repeat,  in  the  name  of  God,  are  to  vote  and 
carry  down  articles  of  impeachment  against  these 
high  offeadersi  Is  it  not  the  majority  on  this 
floor ;  the  fast  friends  of  the  fixecutive ;  the  ad<> 
visers  and  abettors  of  some  of  the  most  oppressive 
Bcto  of  whieh  we  oomplBtn  1    WUI  they  .vote 
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articles  of  impeachment  which  go  to  criminate 
themselves  ?  It  is  loo  much  to  expect  of  poor 
human  nature,  constituted  as  it  is.  If,  however, 
returning  to  a  sense  of  justice  and  of  dutr  to  the 

geople — and  I  well  know  that  I  violate  all  proba* 
iiity  by  the  supposition — the  majority  should 
be  induced  to  per/orm  this  sacred  office,  after  this 
Grand  Inquest  for  the  body  of  the  nation,  as  it  is 
sometimes  called,  have  found  a  true  bill,  what  is 
the  body  or  petit  jury  which  is  to  try  it  1  Is  it  a 
packed  jury  ?  No,  not  so  good ;  for  then  there 
would  be  a  right  of  challenge ;  but  the  people 
musit  take  them  as  they  find  them,  nnanointed, 
unannealed,  with  all  their  party  and  political  stns 
about  them.  Yes,  sir,  when  you  approach  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  yon  go  one  step 
nearer  to  the  President,  one  step  nearer  the  head 
of  power,  patronage,  and  corruption.  The  pres- 
ent majority  in  that  body  are  the  personal  friends 
and  advisers  of  the  President ;  they  are  connect- 
ed by  official  duties,  confirm  his  nominations,  ex- 
tend the  Executive  patronage,  whereby  the  offices 
of  the  people  are  made  use  of  as  instruments  to 
debauch  and  corrupt  them.  Can  you  expect  such 
a  majority  to  find  one  of  their  friends  guilty,  when 
the  same  verdict  would  seal  their  own  condem- 
nation ? 

This  consolidation  of  the  different  departments 
of  Government,  I  must  observe  to  you,  sir,  is  one 
of  the  high  crimes  which  this  Administration 
has  committed  against  the  Constitution  and  the 
American  people.  For  party  and  corrupt  pur- 
poses, you  have  broken  down  the  barriers  inter- 
posed by  the  Constitution,  for  the  safety  of  the 
people,  between  the  several  departments  of  power, 
whereby  this  Administration,  including  the  ma- 
jorities in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  have  become 
one  unleavened  lump  of  democracy  and  oppres- 
aiott.  Not  content  with  the  Constitution,  as  you 
violently  tore  it  from  Washington  and  iu  other 
friends ;  not  content  with  creeping  under  it,  leap- 
ing over  it,  winding  round  tt — now,  sword  in 
hand)  attempting  to  pierce  through  it  j  you  have 
80  altered  it,  changed  it,  and  mangled  it,  to  suit 
your  party  views  and  purposes — to  perpetuate 
your  power  and  misrule— *that  the  people  no 
longer  know  or  acknowledge  it;  no  longer  find 
under  it  protection  for  their  property  or  safety 
for  their  lives.  It  is  time  then,  sir,  high  time,  for 
the  people,  in  their  turn,  to  look  into  this  instru- 
ment ;  to  see  if  they  can  heal  t^e  wounds  which 
violence  has  inflicted  on  it — restore  it  to  its  pris- 
tine health  and  viffor ;  that  they  may,  as  at  the 
beginning,  find  safety  and  protection  under  the 
shadow  of  the  wings  of  the  American  Bagle. 

If  this  Administration  can,  consistently  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  ruin  the  conn- 
try  and  oppress  the  people  as  they  have  done, 
that  Constitution  should,  and  must  be  changed. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  they  have  brought  this  ruin 
and  oppression  upon  tne  country  in  open  viola- 
tion of  that  charter,  once  deemed  sacred,  then  is 
this  Administration,  with  James  Madison  at  its 
head,  a  common  nuisance,  and  ought  to  be  abated 
by  the  people. 

We  still  hear  a  feeble,  though  insidious  cry  of 


onion.    Union  with  whomi    The  present  ban^L— 
rapt,  oppressive  Administration?     Believe  me, 
gentlemen,  you  want  no  aid  for  that  purpose  ; 
you  are  completing  it  as  fast  as  time  and  your 
crimes  will  permiL    You  complain  that  avarice 
hoards,  and  that  timidity  locks  up  the  moaejr 
from  you.    No,  gentlemen,  you  mistake;  it  is 
common  sense  and  common  prudence  which  keep 
it  from  the  grasp  of  bankrupts  and  spendthrifts. 

Sir,  this  country  is  in  an  alarmiQ|[  and  awful 
situation.  She  is  tottering  on  the  brink  of  ruin. 
The  people  have,  indeed,  a  difficult  and  painful 
labor  and  duty  to  perform,  to  protect  theoEiselTes 
and  their  country  against  the  desperate  assaults 
of  an  oppressive  and  wicked  Administration,  and 
of  an  exasperated  foreign  enemy ;  but,  with  the 
blessing  of  Heaven  on  their  exertions,  they  will 
triumph  over  all  their  enemies.  It  is  now  said, 
and  I  think  with  truth,  that  the  salvation  of  this 
country  depends  upon  the  revival  of  its  expiring 
credit.  This  the  present  men  in  power  cannot 
accomplish.  The  Adminutration  is  bankrupt  in 
means  and  resources,  and  they  have  ruined  most 
of  their  friends  who  have  loaned  them  mooey. 
In  vain  do  they  resort  to  the  bobble  of  paper 
credit,  which  will  burst  with  the  very  breath  that 
blows  it  up ;  in  vain  do  they  tarn  their  vaeaat 
stare  on  that  huge  spectre  of  a  fifty  million  paper 
bank— that  castle  in  the  air,  that  baseless  fabric 
of  a  vision,  which  must  dissolve  in  thin  air.  No, 
sir ;  such  visions  will  not  meet  or  avert  the  dread- 
ful calamity  which  surrounds  us.  There  is  but 
one  mode,  then,  in  which  this  nation  can  be  saved. 
By  placing,  and  that  immediately,  the  nation  in 
the  hands  and  under  the  guardian  care  of  men  in 
whom  the  people  have,  and  ought  to  have  confi- 
dence ;  in  the  hands  of  men  who,  with  Wash- 
ington, before  laid  the  foundation  of  pobf  tc  cred- 
it—which nothing  but  folly  and  wickedness  could 
undermine ;  under  the  care  of  men  who,  with 
Washington  at  their  head,  and  with  his  spirit 
and  principles  in  their  hearts,  raised  onr  Republic 
to  glory  and  renown.  But,  mistake  me  not.  No 
bribe  can  tempt,  no  office  seduce,  the  true  disci- 
ples of  Washington  to  desert  or  betray  their 
principles  or  their  country.  Nothing  but  the  in- 
terest— nothing  short  of  the  salvation,  of  their 
country,  could  induce  them  to  resume  that  au- 
thority, now  so  abused,  which  was  insidiously 
wrested  from  them.  Place  such  men  in  author- 
ity; put  the  destinies  of  the  nation  into  their 
hands,  and  thousands  of  their  friends  will  rally 
round  their  standard— not  with  empty  profes- 
sions of  lives  and  fortunes,  but  with  the  free-will 
offering  of  their  treasures  and  their  blood. 

Mr.  QaoavBHOR  rose  in  reply  to  Mr.  Sbabp. 
of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Q.  said,  that,  impatient  as  the  House  ap- 
peared to  be  for  the  question,  he  could  not  suffer 
It  to  be  taken  without  some  animadversions  opoa 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  honorable  geatJe- 
man  who  had  just  sat  down.  Before  he  offered 
those,  however,  he  would  speak  bnefly  to  the 
propriety  and  Constitutionality  of  the  provision 
I  unuer  discussion.  He  confessed  he  had  bestowed 
I  upon  it  no  particular  attention,  as  it  had  not  been 
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his  purpose  to  take  any  part  io  the  dehate.  He 
had  thought  that  the  reasoning  of  his  honorable 
r  friend  was  conclusive  against  it  upon  Constitu- 
tional grounds ;  and  he  bad  hoped,  that  the  dis- 
tress which  would  be  carried  into  domestic  life, 
so  eloquently  described  by  the  two  gentlemen 
from  Massachusetts,  (Messrs.  Ward  and  Kimo,) 
would  reach  the  heart  of  every  member,  and  com- 
pel him  to  reject  the  provision.  But  he  was 
wholly  mistaken.  If,  said  Mr.  G.,  anything  could 
astonish  me  in  this  House,  it  would  be  the  per- 
tinacity with  which  this  offensive  provision  is 
pressed  upon  us.  The  object  to  be  obtained  is  so 
extremely  trifling,  as  to  render  the  ardor  of  pur^ 
:  suit  as  ridiculous  as  it  is  impolitic.  I  believe  my 
friend  from  New  Hampshire  has  gone  to  the  very 
extent  of  the  fact,  when  be  has  admitted  that  you 
might,  possibly,  by  this  provision,  gain  an  acces- 
sion of  one  thousand  to  your  armies.  Under  the 
present  law  minors  enlist.  All  that  worthless  de- 
[  scription  of  youn^  men,  who  have  received  their 
education  in  the  tippling  shops  and  the  brothels, 
now  go  into  your  armies,  and  nobody  reclaims 
them,  because  the  camp  is  their  proper  element. 
Beyond  this  description,  which  you  now  have,  if 
you  gain  an  annual  thousand  you  will  exceed 
even  your  own  expectation ;  and  for  this  paltry 
fun  you  are  about  to  adopt  a  principle,  not  only 
m  the  opinion  of  many  unconstitutional,  but,  in 
practice,  jeopardizing  tne  good  order  of  the  com- 
munity, violating  contracts,  disturbing  the  sacred 
rights  of  natural  affection,  and  all  the  felicities 
of  domestic  life.  My  honorable  friend  from  New 
Hampshire  has  characterized  the  proceeding  as 
folly ;  I  pronounce  it  a  measure  combining  strong 
characters  of  weakness  and  violence,  of  folly  and 
madness. 

Is  it  Constitutional?  The  provision  is,  that  all 
minors,  of  every  condition,  may,  of  their  own 
mere  will,  contract  to  serve  in  your  armies,  and 
that  such  contract  shall  be  conclusive  and  bind- 
ing. By  the  laws  of  every  State  the  age  of  mi* 
nority  is  fixed,  and  no  minor  can  make  a  valid 
and  binding  contract.  Can  you  abrogate  this 
State  law?  No,  sir.  To  do  so,  was  never  dele- 
gated to  you  by  the  State  or  the  people.  All 
analogies  from  other  Oovernments  fail  you. 
Yours  is  a  Government,  sovereign  to  be  sure,  but 
whose  sovereignty  is  confined  to  particular  sub- 
jects of  legislation,  and  is  limited  by  articles  and 
sections,  x  ou  have  power  to  legislate  upon  no 
subjects,  except  such  as  are  brought  within  your 
jurisdiction  by  the  Constitution. 

Sir,  in  what  article  or  section  of  the  Consti- 
tion  do  you  find  a  power  to  enter  the  sanctu- 
ary of  society,  and  frame  municipal  laws  for 
this  people?  Where  is  your  authority  to  give 
ability  to  the  citizens  to  make  contracts,  which 
ability  is  forbidden  by  the  municipal  laws  of 
the  States?  The  ability  to  contract  is  the 
creature  of  municipal  law;  it  is  the  subject  of 
State  legislation ;  it  is  exclusively  reserved  to 
the  States,  a?  sovereign  States.  And  it  is  a  di- 
rect subversion  of  the  very  frame  of  oar  Govern- 
ment to  usurp  that  power,  which  exists  not  in  the 
Constitution.  Where  will  you  stop?  If  you  can, 


in  defiance  of  State  law,  deelare  that  a  minor 
may  make  a  binding  contract,  can  yon  not,  on  the 
same  principle,  extend  the  time  of  minority,  and 
declare  that  any  contract  by  a  man  over  tne  age 
of  minority,  as  fixed  by  State  lawsj  shall  not  be 
binding?  May  you  not  interfere  with  any  other 
subject  of  municipal  law?  'Why  may  you  not 
abolish  the  statutes  of  usury  in  any  State?  Why 
not  new  model  the  laws  of  descent,  and  declare 
that  the  brother  or  a  stranger  shall  inherit  in  pref- 
erence to  the  son  ?  And  why  not  interfere  with 
your  remedial  laws  and  regulations?  YonrpriB<- 
eiple  bears  yon  through  all  these  usurpations ;  and 
if  it  be  correct  you  may,  if  you  have  the  courage 
to  attempt  it,  steal  away  all  the  powers  of  the 
States,  and  render  their  sovereignties  ridiculous 
phantoms.  Sir,  the  attempt  'u  usurpation,  and 
must  experience  the  same  fate  with  other  usur- 
pations, with  all  arbitrary  efforts  to  destroy  the 
Constitution^ 

My  friend  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Wbb- 
8TSb)  has  said,  that  if  you  can  enlist  apprentices 
in  defiance  of  their  masters,  you  may  also  deliver 
the  slave  from  his  servitude.  Is  he  not  literally 
correct?  Why  may  yon  not  enlist  the  slave? 
Because,  by  the  municipal  laws  of  the  States,  he 
has  not  the  power  to  contract.  The  same  reason, 
precisely,  forbids  the  enlisting  of  minors  and  ap- 
prentices. If  you  can  remove  the  incapacity  from 
the  latter,  so  you  may  from  the  former.  Will  you 
say  that  the  master  has  a  property  in  the  services 
of  his  slave  ?  How  has  he  that  property  ?  Solely 
by  a  State  law.  By  the  same  law  the  master  haa 
a  property  in  the  service  of  the  apprentice-^tbe 
father  in  the  minority  of  his  son.  And  if  you 
may  abrogate  the  law  and  violate  the  property 
in  the  one  case,  you  may  do  it  in  the  other.  Nor 
is  there  any  distinction  arising  from  the  duties  of 
native  allegiance.  I  have  already  stated  that  the 
sovereign  powers  of  Government,  in  this  country, 
are  divided ;  part  rests  with  the  States,  and  part 
with  the  Union.  With  the  latter,  rest  those  pow- 
ers delected  in  the  Constitution ;  all  the  remain- 
der are  in  the  States  or  the  people.  The  natural 
allegiance  of  the  people  is  due  to  the  State  sove- 
reignties; and  that  allegiance  only  is  due  to  the 
Federal  Government  which  is  promised  by  the 
Constitution.  In  that  Constitution  the  minor  has 

Eromised  no  military  duty,  but  that  which  is  to 
e  performed  in  the  militia.  In  the  militia  he 
may  be  forced  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  **  to  execute  the  laws,  suppress  insurrec- 
tion, and  repel  invasion ;"  beyond  this  you  can- 
not force  him  into  your  service;  nor  can  you  eo- 
tiee  him  by  any  contract,  not  sanctioned  by  his 
father,  guardian,  or  roaster.  I  will  not  pursue 
the  Constitutional  objection  to  the  bill  any  further. 
But  your  right  to  adopt  this  provision  has  been 
argued  on  precedent;  and  the  law  of  1796  has 
been  cited.  Sin  could  a  thousand  precedents  of 
the  violation  of  the  Constitution  be  produced  in 
your  statute  book,  they  wonld  have  no  weight 
with  me.  These  are  not  times  to  be  infiuenced 
by  those  precedents  which  arose  in  the  agitations 
of  any  period,  or  by  the  opinions  of  others,  per- 
haps lightly  ionned  and  hastily  expressed.    The 
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GoBslittttion  i»  now  daily  fooled  to  tbe  T«ry  top 
of  its  bent.  For  porpows  of  tto hallowed  coo* 
quest,  the  Seeretary  ot  War.  who  seems  to  be  at 
ooee  the  director  general  aod  organ  of  the  Ad- 
mi  nistration,  has  stretehed  all  its  limbs  opon  the 
nek  of  party,  antil  it  has  spoken  any  and  every 
language  which  its  tormentor  has  dictated.  This 
is  not  a  moment  for  the  sentinels  of  freedom  to 
sleep,  or  to  be  deluded  by  idle  opinion,  or  ill-ad- 
vised precedent. 

The  provisions  of  tbe  Cooatitutioo  are  before 
us.  I  will  admit  all  the  acknowledged  rules  of 
construction  to  obtain  its  legitimate  meaning; 
but  though  preoedeats  of  its  violation  should  be 
cited  by  the  month,  the^  should  have  no  weight 
with  me,  however  plausible  or  authoritative  tSey 
may  be  deemed  by  others. 

But  even  precedent  is  not  to  be  found.  What 
is  the  principle  of  the  law  of  1706?  Citizens, 
^*of  able  bodies  and  suitable  age,"  ouj^ht  be  en- 
listed ^  under  the  direction  of  &e  President."  In 
point  of  fact,  the  President  did  direct  that  minora 
^ottld  not  be  enlisted.  But  suppose  he  had  di- 
rected otherwise,  and  minors  had  been  enlisted, 
their  contracts  were  voidable  under  the  State 
laws,  and,  on  application,  the  State  judges  might, 
and  frequently  did,  release  them.  If  the  enlisted 
minor  had  a  parent,  guardian,  or  master,  either 
might,  and  frequently  did,  reclaim  him  from  the 
service.  How  different  is  this  act.  Here  you  not 
only  in  express  terms  authorize  the  enlistment  of 
minors,  but  you  consider  their  contract  of  enlist- 
ment conclusive.  You,  in  express  terms,  author- 
ize the  apprentice  to  violate  the  contract  with  his 
master ;  and  you  declare  the  master  entirely  with- 
oat  remedf .  Have  gentlemen  considered  the 
partial  ojieratioo  of  this  provision  7  Its  effects  will 
not  be  telt  in  the  Souio,  where  mantial  labor  is 
performed,  not  by  hardy  freemen  but  by  slaves. 
It  will  not  be  felt  in  the  South  and  the  West, 
where  manufactories,  and  cooseiiiieBtly  appren- 
tices, are  few ;  but  it  will  fall  with  dreadral  vio« 
lencc  upon  the  North  aod  the  East,  where  the 
bardy  owners  of  the  sell  rely  upon  their  sons  to 
till  the  earth ;  where  manufactories  of  all  deeerip- 
tioos,  private  and  public,  have  suddenly  multi- 
plied beyond  all  parallel  \  and  wliere  the  services 
of  apprentices  are  all-important  to  their  suooess. 
Certainly,  if  any  act  was  ever  justly  odious^  this 
will  be  moot  justly  detested  by  the  freemen  of 
the  Kerth  andfiast. 

Here,  perhaps,  I  ought  to  stop ;  but  I  hope  the 
House  will  bear  with  me  whue  1  bestow  a  few 
moments  attention  upon  the  speech  of  the  honor- 
able genileman  from  Kmtucky,  (Mr.  Soabp.) 
That  genileman  has  given  his  fancy  a  ktitude  of 

Sarty  crimination  beyond  the  ordinary  field  of 
ebate. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Ward)  had  spoken  of  the  domestic  happi- 
Desa,  the  social  and  maternal  ieeliogs,  which  this 
act  would  violate — of  the  beart-rendinf^  scenes 
that  must  occur,  when  the  youth,  who  to  a  mo- 
ment of  feverish  ambition,  or  giddy  revelry,  had 
enlisted,  should  be  dragged  from  the  embraces  of 
bis  motner  and  sisters  lo  tlie  dangers  of  a  Caaa- 


dian  war.  Gentlemen  who  favor  the  bill  have 
all  appeared  to  me  to  tiaat  this  snbjeet  with  too 
much  levity. 

Sir,thebcstfeelinff»of  our  natures,  tboeestrang 
family  affections  which  form  at  once  tbe  U^ 
meats  and  felicities  of  social  life,  cannot  be  vio- 
kted  by  any  Government  with  impaaity;  and 
those  messores  which  MUse  the  tears  ef  a  whole 
nation  to  flow,  cannot  comport  with  iu  ialoests, 
its  honor,  or  its  durable  prosperity.  Bat  these, 
it  seems,  will  be  the  tears  of  women. 

The  age  of  chivalry  may  have  departed,  bat  the 
nature  and  a^foetions  of  man  remain  unebaaged. 
And  the  annals  of  the  world  will  prtive,  tbat 
when  by  oppression  and  injustice  tears  are  wru^ 
from  female  eves,  it  never  can  be  long  before  they 
mingle  with  the  blood  of  man.  Let  no  Ij^gisls- 
ture  forget,  that  so  closely  are  tbe  social  affeetiotts 
knit  together — so  well  are  all  oor  feelings  and 
ioteresu  woven  io  the  very  frame  of  society,  that 
the  arm  of  the  strong  can  never  long  be  wanting 
to  avenge  the  wrongs  and  protect  the  -rigbu  tf 
the  weak.  While  on  this  subject,  I  woold  say  a 
word  upoa  the  refined  lesson  which  baa  just  been 
read  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  to  hia 
country  womea.  He  has  recited,  for  their  imitsfc- 
tion,  the  address  of  a  Spartan  motbec  to  her  soo, 
as  be  was  departiag  on  a  maraodiag  expeditioa : 
*'  Bring  back  this  shield,  or  be  brougbt  back  upon 
it." 

I  trust  I  am  not  iasensible  to  sentioMuts  or  ae- 
tioas  of  heroism ;  but,  whenever  I  have  read  this 
address,  an  emotioa  very  different  from  admira- 
tion has  always  been  prevalent  in  my  mind. 

Where  were  those  claims  of  nature — those 
strong  natural  affecitona— which  ding  to  tbe  off- 
spring with  a  force  stronger  than  death  1  None 
of  thein  resided  in  the  borom  of  that  Spartan  mo- 
ther. Sir,  I  haTc  oftea  wondered,  when  I  bare 
heard  the  sentiments  and  conduct  of  the  SjxartaD 
aristocracy  cited  for  tbe  imiutioo  of  a  Cbristiaa 
Republic*  Tbey  were  a  race,  faithless,  erael,  aikd 
barbarous ;  hateful  and  terrible  to  the  rest  of  man- 
kind. All  their  maxims  were  unjast  and  adfiah, 
and  all  tbeir  institntioas  modfdled  on  principles 
of  immoral  tendency ;  calculated  only  to  extead 
the  empire  of  igaoraao^  deselatioo,  and  revenge. 

Why  will  not  the  honorable  gentleman  proem, 
and  cite,  from  tbe  same  poUttted  source,  examples 
for  the  imitaiion  of  our  youth  1  One'  great  ob- 
jectof  Spartan  policy  was  to  accomplisb  her  youth 
in  the  m^d  scieoee  of  thieving !  It  became  a 
maxim,  that  to  steal  adroitijr  was  roerilorioMs; 
but,  to  be  detected,  was  crime  and  igoomioy. 
And  no  doubt  many  a  Spartan  motber  bas  chaiged 
her  son,  upon  the  eve  of  aome  petty  larceny  ex- 
pedition, Ketocn  successful  and  undetected,  or 
return  a  corpse. 

I  have  seen  and  have  admired  female  heroism ; 
but,  tbat  is  not  heroism  which  smothers  in  the 
female  bosom  those  refined  feelings — tboae  food 
attachments  and  divine  affections— which  ooa- 
btitttte  all  there  is  of  glory  in  woman,  in  ber  rela- 
tions of  daughter,  wite,  and  mother.  Give  to  tbe 
females  of  tbe  Choctaw  tribes  the  polished  lan- 
guage of  Greece,  and  tbey  would  turn  yoe  a  sen- 
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teDce  breatbiag  the  same  spirit  aod  feelings  as  ' 
thai  uttered  by  this  Amazon  of  Sparta. 

That  our  couotrywomen  should  cherish  the 
defenders  of  their  coantry,  is  oatural  aod  noble. 
And  when  tiie  defence  oi  our  rights  is  the  sole 
Question,  even  female  timidity  may  assume  defi- 
ance,ana.  with  her  own  hand,  arm  the  warrior  for 
battle.  Bat,  no  American  mother  can  urge  her 
son  to  the  invasion  of  Canada — to  carry  misery 
to  thoae  whom  the  spirit  of  Christianity  has  made 
her  sisters*  If  that  dreadful  work  of  desolation 
must  ffo  on.  let  the  only  agent  be  mon ;  and.  if 
he  falls  in  tne  battle,  deny  not  to  bis  mother,  his 
wife,  or  his  si&ter,  the  holy  oflice  of  mourniog  his 
fall,  and  bedewing  his  corse  with  her  tears. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  same  honorable  gentleman 
baa  complained  of  the  assertion,  so  often  made  by 
QSy  that  t^is  war  has  produced  ruin  to  our  coun- 
try, and  stained  with  disgrace  our  national  char- 
acter. He  has  declared  the  charge  unfounded. 
The  Abvy  has  preserved  our  drowning  hoaor. 
The  late  campaign  on  the  Niagara  has  covered  a 
muliiiude  uf  stains.  Apart  from  these,  he  seemed 
to  admit  there  had  been  disgrace ;  and  ne  declared 
he  would  pour  the  whole  torrent  of  his  iodigna- 
tion  upon  those  who  had  produced  it.  ^*^ut 
'  who  (he  asked)  had  produced  it  1  Who  were 
*  the  authors  of  our  niisfortuoes  and  our  disgraces? 
'  Those  who  had  declared  and  directed  the  war, 
'  or  those  who  bad  opposed  the  declaration,  end  at 
^  aU  times  remonstrated  against  its  continuance?" 

Sir,  the  question  is  imjiortaat;  let  it  be  now 
decided.  Who  are  the  guilty  authors  of  the  dis- 
grace on  our  name  and  all  the  misfortunes  of  our 
country  ?  Are  they  the  men  who,  before  the  war 
was  declared,  spoke  of  its  dreadful  impolicy ;  por- 
trayed the  defenceless  condition  of  the  country ; 
pointed  daily  to  the  weakness  of  our  means; 
warned  ypv  tbat  your  frontiers  would  be  swept 
by  savage  desolation,  and  your  cities  destroyed ; 
thai  your  States  would  be  exposed  to  subjugation, 
your  Union  to  dissolution,  and,  almost  in  the  ag- 
ony of  des^ijr,  invoked  you  to  save  your  wives, 
your  children,  yoi^r  country,  from  the  sufferings 
aD4  the  evils  of  the  conflict  ?  Or,  are  they  the 
men,  who,  forgetting  all  the  sacr?d  dirties  which 
bound  them  to  peace ;  buoyed  up  by  the  transit 
tory  hua^asofamob;  vaia  witbalUtle  brief  ao^ 
Uhority ;  hurried  ^long  by  the  fatal  influence  of 
party;  without  necessiiy,  and  witboot  niercy, 
plunged  their  cououy,  defaoceless  and  naked,  into 
that  lake  of  blood  where  aha  is  yet  awimroing  7 
The  men  who  resisted,  even  unto  death,  aU  your 
weak  and  wicked  schemes  of  commercial  coer- 
cion, which  spread  distress  over  the  land,  and 
conducted  directly  to  this  war  1  Or  those  wh0| 
day  after  day,  and  year  after  year,  adopted  a 
course  of  oppressive  and  ruinous  policy — a  suc- 
cession of  weak,  yet  suicidal  measures, from  which 
even  war  seemed  almost  a  relief? 

Whoaretheguiltyanthorsof  your  ruin?  Those 
who  to  the  last  moment,  even  on  the  brink  of  the 
bloody  gulf,  still  pointed  to  the  white  flag  of  peaee 
and  prosperity,  which  WAaaiif oton  had  erected  ? 
Or  those  who  rudely  tore  it  down,  and  hoisted 
the  crimson  banner  in  its  s(ead  1 
13tb  Con.  3d  Sxaa.— S4 


Who  are  the  guilty  authors  of  our  displaces  7 
The  men,  who,  when  you  had  ptanaed  into  tba 
gulf,  still  spoke  to  you  of  peace — still  urged  yoo 
to  grasp  the  proffered  band  of  the  enemy  ?  Or, 
those  who,  having  tasted  blood,  continued  to  cry 
for  havoc,  madly  despising  the  only  offer  whica 
could  issue  in  a  permanent  paeiftcaiion  ?  The 
men  who  constantly  invoked  you  to  defend  your 
towns  and  coasts— alwajrs  protested  against  your 
unjust  iovasioa  of  a  neighboring  province,  and 
forewarned  you  that  the  frowns  of  a  just  Qod 
would  cover  with  defeat  slnd  ignominy  all  yo«r 
ambitious  schemes  of  conquest  ?  Or  they  who, 
abandoning  their  own  soil  aad  capital  to  ravage 
and  desolation,  in  the  very  spirit  of  tfooranee  and 
gasconade,  boasted  the  coiMuest  of  Canada  in  six 
weeks,  and  sent  a  Hull  there,  to  sorreader  in 
thirty  days  ?  Who  praadly  piodaioied  that  the 
finger  of  Heaven  pointed  to  QAtebec-^that  hor 
lofty  ramparts  were  already  trembling  at  their 
prowess — ^and  sent  a  Wilkinson  to  be  chased  back, 
covered  with  the  blackest  disgrace?  Who,  for 
three  years,  have  bent  all  their  power  to  subja- 

Ste  a  province,  poor,  thinly  pepakted,  badly  de- 
ided,  and  in  every  instance  have  been  over- 
thrown and  discomfited  ?  Upon  whom,  sir,  shall 
the  good  genius  of  this  country  frown  ! 

Review  these  acts,  aad  tell  me  who  in  truth  are 
the  authors  of  this  wide -spread  rain— thii  black 
di^race  which  shrouds  the  American  name? 

Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  No  doubt,  our 
gallant  frigates  have  gilded  the  paiional  escutch- 
eon with  the  brighiesc  beams  of  glory.  To  the 
unbending  spirit  and  ^allaot  conduct  of  the  Ame- 
rican soldier  no  man  is  more  sensible.  Ourarmiei 
in  the  North,  during  the  past  Summer,  have 
fought  with  an  heroic  bravery  worthy  the  beat 
days  of  our  Revolution.  Theit  gallant  leaders 
are  entitled  to  every  meed  of  applause.  But  all 
their  resolution, and  ail  tJieirgaltiintry,  but  ahrouda 
the  Cabiaet  condociors  of  the  war  ia  tenfold  dark* 
aess. 

How  have  the  hsavevy  and  the  reaolation  of 
our  armies  been  appiUed  ?  To  accoaapliah  the 
unhallowed  schemes  of  ambition }  to  carry  dee* 
elation  and  death  info  a  country,  feeMe  and  pa* 
eific,  aad  always  the  frieoi  of  enr  Republic,  muM 
yoa  forced  her  to  become  our  enemy.  Aad  how, 
even  in  this  work  of  unjust  desolation»  how  bare 
they  been  directed  ?  In  a  manner,  weak  aad  fool* 
ish  beyond  example.  Look  to  theNiagafa.  Hew 
has  the  life  of  man  been  made  the  sport  of  imbe* 
cility  and  ambition  1  What  hecatombs  of  hn* 
man  victims  have  been  sacrificed,  in  ao  nnmaaa* 
ing  contest,  for  a  Caaadian  fortieas,  pf  ao  use  te 
our  country,  finally  abandoned  as  worthless. 

The  fields  of  Chippewa,  of  Corn  wall,  of  Bridge- 
water,  and  of  Brie,  are  still  smoking  with  human 
blood,  crying  to  Heaven  for  vengeance. 

O,  air,  the  authors  of  this  war  cannot  be  guilt- 
leas  !  I  tell  them,  in  the  final  dav  of  retribotioa^ 
when  the  rulers  of  nations  shall  be  summoned  to 
answer  at  the  dread  tribunal,  the  disgrace,  the 
misery,  the  ruin,  aod  the  blood  which  nowcovera 
this  land,  will  he  with  the  weight  of  a  mouaiaia 
on  their  souls. 
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And  what  is  our  guilt?  We  warned,  we  con- 
jured you  to  shun  the  ruin  of  this  unnecessary, 
this  guilty  war.  When  you  despised  all  our  re- 
monstrances, and  made  the  fatal  plunge,  we  still 
invoked  you  to  turn  your  thoughts  on  peace.  But 
when  we  found  all  your  armies  sent  on  plans  of 
conquest,  we  appealed  to  Heaven  for  our  recti- 
tude, and  boldly  took  our  stand  ;  conscious  that 
no  fate  could  await  our  country  more  dreadful 
than  the  guilt  of  unjust  invasion  and  an  alliance 
with  the  French  usurper.  Could  we  unite  in 
plans  which  we  verily  believed  had  such  ends  in 
view  ?  Could  we  vote  for  measures  to  support 
«  war  of  conquest,  which  in  our  souls  we  loathed, 
as  unjust,  dishonest,  impolitic?  We  saw  the 
monstrous  tyrant  of  France  standing  like  a  Co* 
lossus  in  the  midst  of  Europe,  beating  her  liber- 
ties to  the  earth,  and  frowning  upon  all  our  free 
institutions,  so  hostile  in  their  nature  to  his  de- 
spotic soul  and  his  views  of  universal  empire. 
We  saw  the  final  struggle  for  the  independence 
of  mankind  about  commencing,  and  its  issue  in- 
volved in  dreadful  doubt. 

Your  war,  however  intended,  must  be  the  ty- 
rant's gain.  We  knew  it  was  better,  far  better, 
that  alT  your  invasions  should  be  turned  back  up- 
on you,  than  that  your  conquests  should  add  one 
nerve  to  that  iron  arm  which  was  beating  down 
the  independence  of  every  nation.  We  could 
not  aid  in  your  schemes  of  ambition  and  conquest. 
As  men,  as  patriotp^  as  Christians,  we  could  not 
voluntarily  mingle  in  the  unjust  conflict. 

Yet,  sir,  for  defence  we  have  been  always  ready; 
defence  which  could  be  separated  from  vour  in- 
vasion of  Canada.  This  last  is  your  sole  prop- 
erty. The  wreath  of  Canadian  conquests,  whe- 
ther it  be  woven  of  the  laurel  or  the  cypress ; 
whether  it  beam  with  justice  and  glory,  or  be 
dyed  in  the  black  and  crimson  hues  of  disgrace 
and  guilt,  shall  decorate  your  brows  alone.  We 
have  not,  we  never  had,  we  never  will  have  part, 
or  lot,  in  that  matter.  But  for  the  defence  of  cur 
country,  even  from  those  dangers  with  which 
your  madness  alone  has  surrounded  her,  borne 
down,  persecuted,  slandered,  as  we  are  by  the 
very  Gtovernment  which  should  protect  us,  here 
we  stand,  here  we  have  always  stood,  prepared 
to  furnish  every  aid,  even  to  the  last  vital  drop 
which  warms  our  hearts.  Such  is  the  very  front 
of  our  offending.  With  our  opponents  we  are  at 
the  bar  of  Heaven. 

The  name  of  an  honorable  gentleman,  formerly 
of  this  House,  now  a  Commissioner  at  Ghent,  hai 
been  introduced.  A  gentleman  from  Vermont, 
(Mr.  Fi8K,)  alluding  to  the  charge  of  the  British 
commissioners,  that  the  conquest  of  Canada  was 
one  object  of  this  war,  expressed  some  indignation 
at  the  Massachusetts  remonstrance,  which  they 
had  quoted  in  proof  of  their  charge.  My  honor- 
able friend  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Ward)  re- 
marked, in  replv,  that  it  was  strange  the  British 
commissioners  nad  wandered  so  far  for  testimony, 
inasmuch  as  a  simple  Question  to  Mr.  Clay,  if 
truly  answered,  would  have  placed  the  subject 
boyond  the  power  of  doubt. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kealocky,  after 


an  euloginm  upon  the  character  of  Mr.  Clay, 
marked,  that  although  be  might  have  mentioned 
an  invasion  of  Canada,  as  a  means  of  compelling 
the  enemy  to  do  us  justice,  yet  he  never  contem- 
plated a  permanent  conquest,  and  ao  anoexacioa 
of  a  British  province  to  the  Union.  Mr.  Speaker, 
it  is  strange  to  roe  that  any  doubt  exists  on  this 
subject.    The  permanent  conquest  of  Cansdi  has 
been  often  avowed  within  this  House,  and  by  gen- 
tlemen high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Govemaient. 
And  to  me  it  is  wholljr  unaccountable,  that  all 
the  American  Commissioners  have  ventured  to 
deny  it.    The  conquest  of  Canada,  it  is  true,  vts 
not  set  forth  in  the  manifesto,  either  of  the  Pre»- 
dent  or  of  this  House.    It  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  an  object  so  shameful  would  be  oflKcially 
avowed.    But  you  find  it  avowed  in  all  the  gaz- 
ettes in  the  confidence  of  the  Gbvemment,  in  the 
speeches  of  those  members  of  Congress  who  de- 
clared the  war,  in  the  proclamations  of  those  Gen- 
erals who  have  conducted  the  war.    And  never, 
to  my  knowledge,  has  it  been  disavowed  by  the 
Executive  Government,  unless  the  assertion  of 
our  Commissioners  at  (Glhent  may  be  deemed 
such  a  disavowal. 

Sir,  I  have  often  beard  it  asserted  on  this  floor. 
I  have  heard  it  avowed  by  Mr.  Clay  while  a 
member  of  this  House.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
speech  of  that  gentleman  delivered  sometime  be- 
fore the  war  was  declared.  I  was  accidentally 
in  the  House ;  and  to  show  that  my  friend  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Ward)  was  in  nowise  mis- 
taken, I  will  read  an  extract  from  this  speech. 
"  I  am  not,  sir,  in  favor  of  cherishing  the  pas- 

*  sion  of  conquest.  But  I  must  be  permitted  to 
'  conclude,  by  declaring  my  hope  to  see,  ere  long. 

*  the  new  United  States  (if  you  will  allow  me  the 
'  expression)  embracing  not  only  the  old  thirteen 
'  States,  but  the  entire  country  east  of  the  Mis^ 
'  sissippi^  including  East  Florida,  and  some  of  the 

*  territories  to  the  florth  of  us  also." 

These  latter  ^  territories"  are  none  other  thau 
the  Canadas.  Is  not  this  the  plain  and  palpable 
spirit  of  conquest  ?  Was  my  friend  from  Massa- 
chusetts mistaken  ?  At  the  time,  the  orator  was 
the  champion  of  the  Administration  in  the  Sen- 
ate. He  was  transferred  to  this  House,  and  after- 
wards, Mr.  Speaker,  occupied  the  place  in  which 
you  have  succeeded.  It  is  well  known  he  was 
the  confidential  friend  of  the  President.  I  need 
not  describe  his  standing[  in  this  House,  nor  state 
his  powerful  influence  in  plunging  the  country 
into  war.  Did  he  understand  the  views  of  the 
Government?  Did  he  know  the  objects  of  the 
war  ?  It  may  be  now  convenient  to  answer  in 
the  negative.  Then  of  coarse  his  authority  ia 
nothing. 

The  honorable  gentleman  has  also  spoken  of 
union.  What  are  his  notions  of  an  useful  and 
honorable  union  ?  Not  a  union  of  men,  but  of 
measures;  notof  council,  but  of  action.  Action! 
to  what  end  ?  To  save  our  country  7  Qe  it  so. 
But  the  first  step  towards  that  object  most  be 
made  by  those  who  have  dragged  toe  country  to 
the  very  verge  of  ruin.  Yes,  we  are  ready  to  act 
for  the  salvation  of  oar  country.    Bat  to  what 
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efficient  purpose  can  men  act  with  yoa,  who  be- 1 
lieve  that  all  your  conduct  still  points  to  her  de- 
structioQ  7 

Would  you  save  this  country,  you  must  become 
sensible  of  her  perilous  condition,  of  your  own 
fatal  errors.  You  must  learn,  that  your  menaces 
of  conquest  have  become  the  mere  brarados  of 
rage  and  mortification ;  that  your  frequent  party 
denunciations  are  the  delirious  ravings  of  disap- 
pointment and  despair;  that  your  hopes  of  succor 
from  foreign  wars  are  but  the  lunatic  visions  of 
political  madness.  You  must  bend  all  your 
thoughts  on  peace ;  and,  until  you  obtain  it,  yoa 
must  apply  all  your  means  solely  to  the  defence 
of  the  country.  Then  you  will  obtain  that  gen- 
eral  union  in  action  which  can  alone  produce  anv 
permanent  good  to  the  State.  How  widely  dit- 
ferent  are  your  designs  and  your  professed  osten- 
sible measures  I  You  continue  to  talk  of  that  mis* 
erable  policy  which  has  dragged  you  so  heavily 
through  the  last  three  years,  and  elevated  you  to 
the  pinnacle  of  disgrace  which  you  now  occupy. 
You  still,  in  your  daily  dreams,  menace  the  tow- 
ers of  Quebec,  reckless  that  your  cities  may  meet 
the  same  ignoble  fate  which  has  swept  your  Cap- 
itol. Party  spirit  still  pollutes  all  the  councils  of 
the  Cabinet,  and  impels  it  to  hunt,  with  blood- 
hounds of  persecution,  the  most  independent,  wise, 
and  virtuous  men  of  the  nation.  You  well 
kooiNf  that  a  course  like  this  presents  a  wall 
of  brass  in  the  wav  of  a  general  union.  And  yet 
you  pursue  it  with  untiring  ardor.  Where  will 
it  finally  conduct  this  devoted  country  ?  Is  not 
her  fate  written  in  glaring  capitals  upon  the  tomb- 
stone of  every  departed  Kepublic  1 

With  such  conduct  in  the  ruling  power,  what 
id  the  duty  of  those  in  the  House,  wno,  like  my- 
self, have  no  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Ad- 
ministration? 1  judge  for  myself  alone.  The 
cause  is  brought  home  to  my  conscience.  This 
country  must  fall,  unless  every  hand  is  stretched 
forth  to  her  rescue.  I  fear  there  is  no  hope  of 
safety  but  in  a  radical  change  of  rolers.  This 
cannot  now  be  constitotionally  effected.  We 
must  patieatly  wait  until  a  whole  people,  roused 
from  the  stupor  almost  of  the  grave,  snail  inter- 
pose for  our  final  rescue.  In  the  meantime,  the 
country  must  be  defended. 

As  a  member  of  this  (Government,  I  feel  I  have 
DO  choice  remaining.  Notwithstanding  the  con- 
tinued frenzy  of  the  Administration  in  relation 
to  conquest^  must  not  this  war,  in  the  nature  of 
things  and  in  spite  of  its  authors,  be  entirely  do^ 
fensive?  Where,  and  in  what  quarter,  have  not 
their  errors  compelled  us  to  straggle  for  the  very 
possession  of  our  soil  1 

in  the  East,  a  whole  province  is  torn  from  us; 
in  the  South,  we  are  menaced  with  the  loss  of  a 
State.  On  our  Northern  frontier,  the  disciplined 
hosts  of  the  enemy  are  marshalled,  and,  having 
beaten  back  invasion,  are  ready,  in  their  turn,  to 
carry  desolation  into  the  bosom  of  our  Union. 
The  forests  of  the  West  are  again  disturbed  by 
the  war-shout  of  the  savage.  Our  Capitol  has 
disgracefully  fallen,  and  all  oor  coasts  are  open  to 
ravage  and  conflagration. 


When,  in  this  condition  of  my  country,  I  bow 
to  the  Constitution,  and,  by  force  of  its  provisions, 
am  compelled,  either  to  stand  neuter,  or  to  trust 
means  of  defence  to  men  who  may  cast  them 
away*,  or  pervert  them  to  conquest,  do  I  therefore 
participate  in  their  guilt? 

But  can  those  means  be  thus  perverted  ?  If 
even  our  present  rulers  are  so  lost  to  their  coun- 
try, as  to  wish  to  leave  her  a  defenceless  victim 
to  the  enemy,  dare  they  venture  on  the  suicidal 
measure?  Where  are  our  forces  to  meet  and 
repel  the  miirhtyfleets  and  armies  which  threat- 
en invasion ?  where  are  our  armies,  even  for 
defence  ? 

The  very  means  which  must  bring  them  into 
existence  are  still  slumbering  in  your  committee 
rooms.  What  if  they  should  fail  ?  Have  we 
pictured  to  ourselves  the  consequence?  What 
man  who  hears  me  will  survive  the  bloody 
spasms,  the  social  distractions,  and  civil  and  ser- 
vile commotions  which  must  ensue  a  violent 
termination  of  our  Republic?  When  I  view 
our  own  State,  the  great  mart  of  her  wealth,  of 
easy  access,  and  of  difficult  defence;  the  great 
lake  extending  to  her  interior,  commanded  by 
the  enemy ;  her  borders  bristling  with  hostile 
bayonets,  only  waiting  the  Spring  to  be  levelled 
at  our  citizens;  and  when  I  know  the  extreme 
distress,  perhaps  overthrow  that  most  await  her, 
if  unaided  in  the  struggle,  my  duty  forbids  me 
to  hesitate.  Our  States  must  be  defended  from 
invasion ;  beyond  that,  is  not  possible  for  oar 
means.  For,  sir,  let  those  mortified  and  disgraced 
men,  whose  rashness  and  imbecility  have  com- 
bined to  produce  all  our  misfortunes,  talk  as  they 
may,  about  their  vain  designs  of  future  invasion 
ancl  conquest,  the  wretchml  state  of  the  Treaa* 
ury.  the  melancholy  condition  of  our  armies,  are 
no  lonser  susceptible  of  concealment. 

So  far  b  invasion  and  conquest  beyond  their 
power  that,  in  the  next  campaign,  all  the  resources 
of  the  nation,  all  the  spirit  of  the  people,  and,  I 
fear,  twice  the  wisdom  of  the  Administration,  will 
be  indispensable  to  preserve  our  cities  from  con- 
flagratioui  our  Union  from  dissolution,  and  some 
of  our  States  from  subjugation.  In  this  firm  be- 
lief, though  faint,  indeed,  are  my  hopes  of  succesa 
under  the  influence  of  present  auspices.  I  bold  it 
as  a  sacred  duty  to  keep  nothing  back  wnieh  may 
aid  in  the  defence  of  the  country.  Every  meat* 
ure  applicable  to  this  great  object,  whether  for 
the  supply  of  money  or  oT  men,  which  shall  prom- 
ise advantage,  and  which  is  sanctioned  bjr  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  shall  have  all  the  aid  in 
my  power  to  furnish,  my  voice  and  my  vote. 

When  Mr.  Grosvbn on  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Babnbtt  said  that  the  old  saying  of  "one 
dav  older  and  two  days  worse,"  was  not  inappli- 
cable, be  thought,  to  the  present  state  of  some 
gentlemen's  irritable  faculties ;  for  the  nearer  we 
are  like  to  approach  to  a  system  calculated  to 
give  a  manly  and  vigorous  defence  to  the  nation, 
and  security  to  the  blessings  we  enjoy,  in  a  two- 
fold proportion  do  they  appear  to  be  dispirited, 
and  doubly  loud  the  denunciations  of  the  cruelty 
and  wickedness  of  the  measure,    Mr.  B«  aaid  he 
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kad  DOt  been  bred  lo  the  law,  nor  to  the  stage,  as 
had  beea  the  lot  of  some;  bat  that  he  had  served 
his  country  as  a  soldier  at  sixteen  years  of  affe, 
and  he  trusted  he  hsd  done  bis  duty.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  should  noU  at  this  time,  bare  troubled  the 
House  with  any  observations  of  his,  but  from  the 
notice  which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  Kmo)  bad  taken  of  some  obser- 
vations of  his,  made  on  this  floor  a  few  days 
since  $  and,  said  Mr*  B.,  I  will  now  explain  to 
that  gentleman  more  particularly  what  may  be 
understood  by  the  term  '*  feeding  with  soft  corn." 
Mr.  B.  said  he  had  lired  in  the  days  of  the  last 
Revolutionary  struggle,  which  gave  birth  to  the 
Government  we  are  now  called  upon  to  defend. 
There  were  many  at  that  day  in  the  country 
where  he  then  lived,  and  now  lives,  who  were 
opposed,  as  now,  to  tha  measures  necessary  to 
defend  themsdves  against  the  same  unrighteous 
and  despotic  foe  with  whom  we  are  now  engaged. 
We  remonstrated  with  them,  we  temporized,  we 
fed  them  with  soft  com.  Their  fears,  their  loy- 
alty, their  King,  and  their  conscieoces  prevailed, 
and,  as  times  became  more  difficult,  they  became 
more  mi»ehtevous,  and  the  friends  of  the  Revo- 
lution more  hardened  and  desperate.  Hemp  and 
confiscation  were  resorted  to;  but  it  was  the 
more  desperate  remedy  of  Mohock  tea  that  ena- 
bled us  to  plant  the  tree  of  liberty  in  the  State  of 
Qeorgia,  and  the  ^eater  part  of  South  Garoltna. 
Mr.  B.  said,  that  m  referring  to  those  times,  he 
might  be  too  much  led  away  by  early  impres- 
sions; he  was  aware  of  their  force,  but  when  hts 
eouotry  was  breeding  at  every  pore,  torn  to  pieces 
bv  broils  and  party  faction,  the  similitude  was 
glaring,  and  who  ought  not  to  feel  t  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Kino,)  in  his  wild  career  of  affrighted  fVenxy,  has 
not  suffered  the  Southern  slave«,  as  he  terms 
tkem,  to  escape  hiaa.  He  says  the  Oovernment 
tried  various  ways  to  get  soldiers  to  fill  up  the 
ranks  of  the  Army  without  ^^ffect ;  that  they  at 
last  offered,  as  an  inducement  lothe  Eastern  free- 
men, the  price  of  a  Southern  slave.  Sir,  I  can 
assure  that  gentleman  that  I  know  honest  slaves 
in  the  South  whom  I  would  not  exchan^  for 
maay  Eastern  freemen  that  I  have  seen.  Mr.  B. 
said,  every  feeling  of  his  youth  was  made  alive 
at  the  observations  of  the  old  patriot,  his  worthy 
and  honorable  friend  IVom  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hop- 
KIN8,)  when  describing  the  feelings  of  an  old 
man,  who,  in  the  gallant  deeds  of  his  youth,  could 
re|oice  in  old  age  that  he  bad  defended  the  cause 
01  freedom,  and  assisted  in  handing  down  to  pos- 
terity the  greatest  of  all  earthly  blessings.  Mr. 
B.  said  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  never 
could  have  had  such  feelings,  or  he  would  not  at 
this  important  moment  have  railed  against  the 
measures  necessary  to  save  the  nation. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  opposed  to  striking  out  the 
section,  as  proposed  by  the  eentlemao  from  Con- 
necticut, (Mr.  Pitkin.)  He  was  not  for  depriv- 
ing the  young  man  of  eighteen  years  of  age  of 
the  satisfaction  he  may  hereafter  enjoy,  or  the 
ekampk  he  may  afilbrd,  of  having  defended  the 
only  free  Gtovernment  «n  earth.    Mr,  B.  said 


some  of  the  best  blood  of  this  nation  rans  in 
veins,  and  that  he  could  not  by  his  vote  suffer  xkt 
over  fondness  of  a  mother,  the  timidity  of  a  &* 
ther,  or  the  avarice  of  a  master,  to  restrain  them. 
I  am.  said  he,  for  breaking  their  bon^aad  Jetting 
them  loose.  They  will  flock  to  the  standard  of 
their  country;  they  will  immortalize  themselves; 
they  have  got  vigor  and  strength  too;  they  will 
not  be  found  wanting  in  their  country's  casw  in 
the  day  and  hour  of  danger. 

Mr.  B.  asked  if  it  was  less  important  to  defend 
the  nation  than  it  was  to  have  given  it  existanee. 
He  aaswered  it  was  noL  He  said  it  was  woie 
necessary,  it  was  more  dishonorable  not  to  dosa. 
For  the  people  of  these  United  States  to  have  en- 
joyed the  comfort  and  happiness  which  they 
have  done,  and  now  to  become  fdavei  to  that 
nation  to  which  their  Others,  in  the  infrntflt 
state  of  the  nation,  bid  defiance,  would  be  a  two* 
fold  misery,  a  wretchedness  not  to  be  bone. 
Away,  then,  with  all  your  party  bickering  aad 
national  pecuniary  prejudices;  this  of  waatta^ 
to  ^t  into  power,  or  iMt  of  wanting  to  keep  it, 
which  have  alike  brought  this  nation  to  the  pre- 
cipice of  ruin.  It  is  to  Congress  alone  that  the 
people  who  love  their  Government  look  for  safety 
in  this  hour  of  danger;  the  hour  when  it  shall  be 
determined  whether  vice  or  virtue  shall  predomi- 
nate. Sir,  the  moment  is  big  with  importance; 
the  object  is  ^reat.  When  I  view  the  advan- 
tages which  this  country  affords  above  aay  other, 
1  am  led  to  prospects  beyond  the  grave  itself.  A 
Gk>rernmeot,  where  the  mind  and  conscience  is 
left  free,  will  never  fail  to  unfetter  itself  from  the 
fears  and  superstitions  of  the  ignorant,  and  brcsk 
asunder  the  manacles  that  power  has  rivetied; 
where,  if  man  is  not  happy,  it  is  his  own  laolt. 
But,  sir,  I  fear  that  while  the  scars  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary soldier  are  yet  to  be  seen,  and  also  the 
hoary  heads  of  that  day — tboogii  rmrly  scattered 
among  otrr  (topulatioB*— i  fear  before  the  fatWn 
are  all  laid  in  their  tombs,  the  children  wAl  be 
found  riotng  in  their  blood-bought  camtngs. 

Mr.  MiLLUm  said,  it  had  not  Men  hia  intention 
to  trouble  the  House  with  nay  retnarks  on  this 
bill.  After  the  abiKt^r  and  emqucnee  displayed 
by  his  friends,  he  ceitainiy  sheuM  not  have  risen, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  obeervationa  which  had 
just  fhllen  from  the  honorable  geiHlemen  from 
Qeorgia  and  Keatnoky,  (Mr.  Aajoibtt  and  Mr. 
SbAtBP.) 

The  gentlemnn  from  Qeorgia  alludes,  with 
much  apparent  satisfaction,  to  the  days  of  the 
Revolution.  He  says,  and  he  says  truly,  that  the 
patriots  of  that  period  pursued  a  course  widely 
different  from  the  war  men  of  the  present  day. 
The  difference  is  greater  than  may  have  been 
imagined.  The  war  of  the  Revolution  was  a 
war  of  the  nation ;  Mo  is  considered  by  a  great 
portion  of  the  country  to  be  the  war  of  a  party. 
That  war  was  commenced  for  clear  and  acknowl* 
edged  practical  rights;  this,  for  claims  of  a  doubt- 
ful and  speculative  character.  That  war  was 
conducted  by  men  of  elevated  feelings  sod  lofty 
minds;  men  who  pledged  their  ''lives,  their  for^ 
tunes,  and  their  sacred  honor,"  and  who  glo- 
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I  rtoQsljr  redeened  ihai  iHtdge.  Tbe  pretcni  war 
m«D  hare  not  been  backward  i&  professioos  of 

[  pairioiisin  and  defoiion  to  tbe  cause.  They 
hare  btea  profase  in  speeches  and  declaratioiisi 
but  hare  been  a  little  uofortunate  in  furnishing 
the  moat  clear  and  undoubted  eridences  of  their 
sincerity.  Indirtdual  instances  of  exception 
throughout  this  country  may  be  produced ;  but  in 
general,  it  may  with  truth  be  said,  that  the  adro* 
cates  ot  the  war,  these  ^  life  and  fortune"  gentle- 
men, have  not  diseorered  nM>re  alacrity  and  zeal 
in  the  prosecution  of  tbe  war  than  their  neigh- 
bors. In  general,  they  hare  had  a  most  rererend 
renrd  for  the  safety  of  their  persons,  and  a  laud- 
able respect  for  the  security  of  their  property. 
They  hare  not  been  seen  in  the  ^^immineat  deadly 

'  breach^  more  frequently  tbao  others  $  nor  hare 
tbey  coatribnied  roluntarv  aid  in  money  for  the 
prosecution  of  this,  their  holy  war.  On  the  con- 
trary, many  of  them  bare  fattened  on  the  dis- 
trevaes  of  the  nation,  and  amassed  enormous  for- 

;    tunes  by  the  war. 

Mr.  M.  said,  it  could  not  be  pretended  that  op- 
portunities for  the  eaeroise  of  patriotism  had  been 
vmnting.  The  ocaasioa  has  existed— it  now  ex^ 
iats.  It  18  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  nation 
is  in  deep=  distress  for  aoney,  and  yet  no  rumors 
hare  reached  us  that  prirate  fortunes  hare  been 
poured  into  the  pubtic  chest  for  the  reli^  of  the 
oomitry.  In  this  there  is  eertaialy  a  great  differ^ 
eaee  between  the  conduct  of  the  present  war  jbmii 
and  the  worthies  of  the  Revolutioa.  Mr*  M. 
called  the  reeollection  of  the  House  to  the  case  of 
that  diiitiaffusshed  citizen,  who,  during  the  im- 
portant and  decisire  campaign  of  1781,  clojbbed 
and  £ed  the  American  Army  out  of  hta  o>wn  pri- 
vate resoorees.  Congress  had  no  money  aad 
▼ery  tittle  credit ;  the  Army  was  starring,  and  its 
operations  nearly  suspended  for  want  of  supplies. 
A  patriot*  was  found  who  afforded  relief  by  his 
prirate  ered  it.  And  to  the  reproach  of  this  coun- 
try, that  indiridual  was  permitted  to  die  in  pot- 
erty  and  want.    The  oondact  of  this  gentleman 

•Mr.  Robert  Morris,  of  Philadelphia;  of  whom 
Jadge  ManhsH,  in  his  Idfe  of  mifkingiimf  thvs 
speidu: 

*«The  ooession  nqaired  that  he  should  bring  his 
piveU  credit  in  std  of  the  public  iwources,  sad  pledge 
hiauelf  penonaUy  aad  exolasire^  fot  articles  of  the 
most  afasohite  ascessitj,  which  ooald  not  be  otherwise 
obtained."  *  *  *  "To  him»  in  no  ineonsiderahle 
degree,  is  it  to  be  attnbntedt  that  the  rery  actire  and 
decisive  operations  of  the  campaign  of  1781,  were  not 
impeded,  perhaps  entirely  de&ated,  by  a  total  failoxe 
of  the  means  for  transporting  militai^  stores  and  feed- 
ing the  Army."  "  After  baring  leliered  the  wants  of 
^e  moment  by  his  prirate  credit,  Mr.  Morris  proposed 
to  take  on  himself  the  task  of  complying  with  all  the 
specific  requisitions  made  by  Congress  on  Pennsylra- 
nia  for  the  present  year,  (1781,)  on  receiring,  as  a 
reimbursement,  the  taxes  imposed  by  alaw  jnst  enacted. 
This  proportion  being  accepted,  Uie  contract  was 
made ;  and,  in  conseqnence  of  it,  supplies  which  the 
Goremment  found  itself  Incapable  of  famishing,  wsre 
raised  by  an  indiridaal.'*— /F  VoL  Life  of  Wukmg- 
•n^toa,/^.468,469» 


affords  an  illustrious  example,  well  worthy  of  imi« 
tation  i  but  Mr.  M.  had  no  expectation  that  it 
would  be  followed  by  the  adrocaies  of  the  pres^ 
ent  war.  He  said  the  history  of  the  Rerolatioa 
afforded  many  other  instances  of  zeal  and  patrlot- 
isffl,  which  had  not  been  followed  during  the 
present  war;  and  he  thought  the  friends  of  the 
gentleman  from  Qeorffia  would  not  feel  under 
peculiar  obligations  to  him  for  drawing  the  pub- 
lic attention  to  the  comparison.  It  was  a  com- 
parison not  much  to  their  credit. 

The  jjentleman  from  Qeorgia  seems  to  express 
some  dissatisfaction  that  his  friends  hare  not  af^ 
plied  ^^hemp  and  car^scation,^^  as  the  proper  dis- 
cipline for  the  refractory  minority.  Mr.  M.  said 
he  would  resist  euch  allusions,  from  whaterer 
ouarter  they  might  eome.  In  a  Gk)rerament  like 
this  it  is  not  to  be  endured  that  such  threats 
should  be  held  ia  terrorem  orer  the  minority. 
'The  geatleman's  doctrine  outstrips  the  famous 
doctrine  of  mor%U  frsoion,  which  Mr.  M.  had 
hoped  was  scooted  from  this  House  forerer. 
That  moral  treason  system  was  bad  enough  in  all 
conscience.  By  it  the  minority  were  compared 
to  the  mutineers  of  a  ship,  whom  the  majority 
had  a  right  to  throw  orerboard  at  pleasure.  8if| 
said  Mr.  M.,  I  deny  the  right,  and  I  defy  the 
power,  of  the  majority  to  throw  us  orerboard. 
We  hare  an  interevt  in  the  national  ship  equal  to 
theirs;  our  righ^  to  throw  them  orerbMrd  ia 
equel  to  their  right  to  throw  us  orerboard ;  and 
hawerer  aeotlameia  may  think  it,  I  do  humhlj 
apprehend  that  in  such  a  eooieet  our  pawar  is 
not  inferior  to  theirs. 

Mr.  M*  aald  he  could  with  confidenoe  appeal  to 
his  reaerable  frieads  around  him,  aad  ask  them 
for  ad  rice.  Tbey  remembered  the  days  of  die 
Rerolotion  with  a  pride  aad  deration  not  iaifep 
rior  to  that  exj»essed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia.  They  will  tell  us  aot  to  be  deterred 
from  doing  our  doty  by  any  menaces  or  threata 
which  may  be  thrown  o«t  here  or  elsewhere. 
Tbey  will  tell  us  it  is  our  duty  to  sare  the  Fed- 
eml  ship  from  the  madness  and  folly  of  the  men 
now  at  the  helm*  Thev  will  tell  us  that  it  is  oar 
duty  to  **  stand  on  the  deck  while  there  is  a  ahot 
in  the  locker.''  Liring,  tbey  will  encourage  aa 
by  their  example;  aad  dying  they  will  exhort  ue, 
in  the  laagua^  of  our  owa  Lawrence^'^  Don^t 
give  up  the  Bhp.^^ 

The  gentleaian  from  Keatoeky  (Mr.  Shabf) 
has  been  pleased  to  desigaate  those  who  opposed 
the  war,  aad  the  measures  which  hare  beea 
adopted  for  carrying  it  oa,  as  proper  objects  of 
deteatatton.  Qentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  hare  aot  been  sparing  of  their  censure  for 
the  part  we  hare  taken,  and  they  now  modestly 
attribute  the  present  alarming  state  of  the  natioa 
to  our  opposition.  Mr.  M.  said  he  was  willing  to 
admit  that  the  minority  had  geperally  opposed 
the  systems  and  plaos  which  bad  been  adopted. 
The  minority  had  remoqstrated  against  the  course 
which  had  beea  pursued ;  but  the  majority  had 
succeeded  in  ererytbing-  They  were  not  to  be 
driren  from  their  course  by  the  clamors  of  the 
minority ;  they  have  heretpfo^e  l^a^a^  aU  tb^ir 
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laws ;  thef  have  not  failed  of  a  single  measore  in 
this  House ;  they  hare  pa^8ed  every  law  theypro- 
posed  for  raising  either  men  or  money.  What 
las  been  the  result  of  all  these  wise  measures? 
They  have  brought  the  nation  to  the  brink  of 
bankruptcy  and  ruin.  The  majority  are  them- 
selves convinced  that  their  measures  have  been 
wrong.  The  best  evidence  the  minority  can 
have,  in  justification  of  their  opposition,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  present  state  of  the  nation ;  and  the 
open  and  undisguised  intention  manifested  hj  the 
majority  to  abandon  all  iheir  former  projects. 
How  can  the  minority  be  justly  blamea  for  op- 
posing plans  which  have  nearly  ruined  the  nation? 
And  with  what  grace  do  reproaches  come  fVom 
those  very  men  who  now  openly  confess  that 
these  plans  must  be  abandoned  ?  The  majority 
who  declared  the  war,  and  who  have  failed  in 
prosecuting  it,  are  responsible  to  this  people.. 
They  have  had  all  the  Constitutional  power  of 
the  Government ;  they  have  disregarded  all  the 
warnings  of  the  minority ;  they  have  pursued 
their  own  course ;  and  it  is  manifest  that  they 
have  either  not  had  discernment  to  select  the 
proper  means,  or  they  have  shrunk  from  the 
responsibility  of  such  measures  as  were  required 
by  the  sute  of  the  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  thinks  the 
minority  treat  the  Administration  with  unbe- 
coming freedom.  Mr.  M.  said  he  did  not  hold  it 
improper  for  any  member  of  this  House  strictly 
to  scrutinize  the  conduct  of  Administration.  He 
claimed  the  right,  in  its  fullest  extent,  and  said 
that  when  a  fit  occasion  presented,  he  should  ex- 
ercise that  right.  While,  with  a  heart  not  less 
susceptible  than  other  gentlemen,  he  could  weep 
over  the  wounds  of  this  sofiering  country;  he 
had  a  right,  and  it  was  his  duty,  to  expose  the 
arm  which  had  inflicted  these  wounds. 

Gtentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  seem 
to  forget  that  a  difierence  of  action  arose  very 
naturally  from  a  difference  of  opinion.  Those 
who  conscientiously  believed  that  the  war  was 
necessary  and  just  at  its  commencement;  that 
nothing  had  happened  to  raise  a  doubt  as  to  the 
expediency  of  continuing  it;  who  thought  the 
men  in  power  faithful  and  competent  to  conduct 
the  war  to  a  successful  issue;  those  who  expected 
it  to  result  in  the  honor  and  happiness  of  the 
country,  did  well  to  support  the  war,  and  it  was 
right  in  them  to  afford  it  all  manner  of  assistance. 
But  he  who  believed  the  war  to  have  been  inexpe- 
dient and  unnecessary  in  its  origin ;  who  believed 
that  the  principal  causes  of  it  had  ceased,  and 
that  an  equitable  peace  might  have  been  obtained ; 
who  believed  that  the  war  had  been  continued 
from  motives  of  ambition  and  with  a  view  to 
conouest ;  that  the  prosecution  of  the  war  would 
result  in  the  disgrace  of  the  country  and  the  ruin 
of  our  republican  institutions ;  he  who  believed 
all  this,  and  yet  afforded  this  war  any  other  aid 
than  what  was  required  of  him,  as  a  citizen  and 
subject  to  the  laws,  so  far  from  being  a  patriot,  is 
a  villain  I  Surely  gentlemen  have  not  considered 
tke  extent  of  the  claim  they  make  upon  us ;  surely 
they  cannot,  they  do  not,  think  so  meanly  of  us.    | 


Mr.  M.  said,  it  had  not  been  his  inteatioa  to 
say  one  word  on  the  meriu  of  the  bill,  bat,  beio^ 
up,  he  would  barely  sav  that  he  hoped  the  motioa 
of  his  honorable  friena  (Mr.  Pitkin)  woold  pre- 
vail.   Independent  of  the  arguments  agaiosi  the 
constitutionality  of  the  law,  be  found  suffie/eat 
reasons  to  vote  against  the  clause  on  the  ground 
of  inexpediency.    He  could  not  but  thiak  ihmt 
the  principle  of  the  bill  strikes  at  the  root  of  civil 
society,  and  must  be  productive  of  much  mischiefl 
It  goes  to  break  down   parental  amboritf .  and 
takes  awav  all  those  wholesome  checks  and  re- 
straints which  the  laws  of  every  well  regulated 
Qoveroment  provide  for  unwary  and  improvident 
youth.    It  cannot  be  prudent  or  discreet  lo  uke 
away  that  protection  which  our  laws  have  fur- 
nished for  ardent  and  inconsiderate  boys,  who,  ia 
a  moment  of  excitement,  may  be  inveigled  from 
the  ttpnliog-house  to  the  drum-head. 

Mr.  M.  observed  that,  in  one  respect,  he  differed 
from  his  friends  who  had  spoken  on  this  ques- 
tion. They  seemed  to  admit  that  the  permission 
to  enlist  minors,  without  the  consent  of  their 
friends,  would  add  to  the  number  of  recruits.  He 
thought  differently.  The  war  projects  are  al- 
ready odious  ia  this  community,  and  this  plan  of 
enlisting  minors  would,  no  doubt,  add  to  like  dis- 
contents already  existing.  Parents,  masters,  and 
guardians,  will  not  cheerfully  submit  to  have 
their  children,  servants,  or  wards,  taken  from 
them  without  their  consent  They  will  uke 
measures  to  counteract  the  law;  combinations 
will  be  formed  to  defeat  its  execution ;  aad  yoo 
will  lose  rather  than  gain  recruiu  by  this  project. 
But,  said  Mr.  M.,  suppose  a  few  additional  re- 
cruits might  be  procured  by  this  management; 
the  Administration  and  its  friends  can  scarcely 
think  it  necessary  to  resort  to  any  measure  of 
doubtful  character.  Why  suffer  these  Jads  to  be 
tampered  with?  why  hold  out  an  indttcemeot  for 
your  recruiting  officers  to  seduce  them  from  their 
duty  and  their  friends?  Is  not  this  war  popularl 
Are  not  the  people  natriolie?  And  has  not  the 
war  been  successful? 

Is  not  the  war  popular?  After  all  we  have 
heard  on  this  subject  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  the  advocates  of  the  war,  on 
this  floor  and  elsewhere,  this  fact  can  scarcely  be 
disputed.  The  advocates  of  the  war,  in  discus- 
sions here,  have  uniformly  told  us  thiat  the  war 
was  popular.  They  have  adduced  the  elections 
in  support  of  this  opinion,  and  the  majority  on 
this  floor  is  considered  as  conclusive  proof  on  this 
point.  In  all  parts  of  the  country  the  same  posi- 
tion has  been  taken ;  and  it  is  fortified  by  the  evi- 
dence of  the  war-Qovernors  of  the  States. 

The  President  has  told  us,  that  ^  the  nation  felt 
the  necessity  of  the  war.  and  called  for  it."  In 
his  first  Message,  after  the  declaration  of  war, 
November  4th,  1812,  he  consoles  himself  and  his 
friends  for  the  disgraceful  surrender  of  our  army 
at  Detioit,  by  the  '^signal  proof  that  the  natiooal 
spirit  rises  in  proportion  to  the  pressure  oo  it.'* 
And  he  said  it  was  necessary  to  repress  latiier 
than  excite  this  patriotic  zeaL  In  his  Message  at 
the  opening  of  the  last  session.  December  8^  1813, 
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he  sftysy  **w«  beiiolii  a  sabjeet  for  coograiaUtion 
in  the  dailf  cestimoaies  of  ioereastag^  harmony 
throQ^boat  the  natioo."  Seatiments  of  the  same 
kind  are  to  be  found  in  other  commonications 
from  the  same  soarce.  Now,  after  all  this  testi- 
mony, it  mast  be  conceded  that  the  war  is  popa* 
Jar.  The  people  also  are  patriotic — so  much  so 
that  their  "zeal  it  is  necessary  rather  to  limit 
than  excite."  ^^Y^  then,  permit  boys  to  be 
seduced  from  their  friends  ? 

The  war  is  not  only  popular,  but  it  has  been 
successful !    Mr.  M.  tiegged  gentlemen  not  to  be 
incredulous,  for  he  could  prove  it.    To  be  sure 
'we  did  not  take  Canada  in  the  short  time  which 
had   been  predicted.    We  have  heard,  too,  that 
our  army  at  Detroit  surrendered  in  the  first  cam- 
paign ;  that  the  attempt  on  Montreal  failed  lo  the 
second  campaign  j  and  we  do  know  that  this 
House  passed  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Presi- 
dent for  the  '^causes  of  the  failure  of  our  arms  on 
the    Northern  frontier."     All  of  us  who  have 
eyes  can  see,  and  ail  of  us  who  have  hearts  can 
feel  the  evidence,  the  damning  evidence,  that  the 
enemy  did  make  a  ^*  sudden  mcursion"  into  this 
District.   The  war  has  nevertheless  been  success- 
ful, and  I  can  prove  it- from  the  most  undoubted 
authority.    There  have  been,  to  be  sure,  from 
time  to  time,  some  rumors  afloat,  which,  if  be- 
lieved, would  seem  to  bring  this  fact  into  ques- 
tion ;  but  they  are  rumors,  mere  rumors,  utterly 
UDworthy  of  credit.    Look  at  the  public  docu- 
ments; apply  to  the  fountain  head«  and  read  the 
Messages  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  25th  May,  1B13,  he  expresses  his  satisfac- 
tion at  being  able  to  '^  appeal  to  the  aiispicions 
progress  of  the  war."    On  the  7th  December, 
1813,  he  says:  ^*The  best  encouragement  is  de- 
rived from  the  success  with  which  it  has  pleased 
the  Almighty  to  bless  our  arms."    On  the  20ih 
September,  1814^  he  appeals    *^(o  a  series  of 
achievements  which  have  given  new  lustre  to  the 
American  arms."    And,  in  his  late  proclamation 
for  a  Fast,  November  16,  1814,  he  calls  upon  the 
people  of  these  United  States  to  thank  the  sreat 
Disposer  of  Events  for  ''the  victories  which  have 
so  powerfully  contributed   to  the  defence  and 

Erotection  of  our  country."    The  war,  then,  has 
een  successful!    It  cannot  be  doubted!    Who 
dare  to  doubt  it  ? 

Mr.  M.  concluded  by  hopfog  that  the  motion 
of  his  friend  from  Cuonecticut  would  prevail. 
There  was  no  necessity  for  altering  our  militia 
system.  At  any  rate  it  could  not  be  necesbary  to 
introduce  this  odious  and  novel  practice,  for  the 
war  is  popular,  the  people  are  patriotic,  and  you 
have  been  successful. 

The  question  was  now  uken  on  Mr,  Pitkin's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negatives— yeas 
65,  nays  84,  as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  BayEcs  of  MsMaehasetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bradbary>  Brighsm,  Borwell,  But- 
ler.  Cannon,  Champion,  CiUey,  Cooper,  Cox,  ]>ana, 
Davaoport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Daiall, 
Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hsle,  Hendenoo, 
Howell,  Hulbert,  Jacksoa  of  Rhode  Islaad,  Kent  of 
New  York*  King  of  Maasachoeettf,  Law,  Lewii,Lov- 


ett,  Macon,  Madiell,  Miller,  Mootgomary,  Moealey, 
Murfiree,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Scharsman,  8beA 
fey,  tShipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thomp^ 
son,  Vote,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  Now  Jer- 
sey, Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andenon,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Barbour,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  ChappeU,  Clark,  Clopton,. 
Comstock,   Condict,    Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,. 
Cathbert,  Desha,  Eppes,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
son,  Goodwyn,  Goordin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Has- 
brouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hamphreyt^ 
Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Imng,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,. 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil* 
bourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefierts,  Lowndes^. 
Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasaots,  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Romw^ 
Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Shsrp,  Smitb  o# 
Pennsylvania,    Strong,    Tannehill,   Taylor,  TeliaiPr 
Troop,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.OAKLBy,  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  following  section: 

And  beiifitrtker  enacted.  That  if  any  penon  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  yean  shall  be  enisled  by  viitue 
of  this  act,  it  ahall  be  lawful  lor  such  person,  withm 
four  days  after  such  enlistment,  to  apply  to  any  juatiea 
of  the  peace  or  other  dvil  magistrate,  and  upon  the 
allegation,  npou  oath,  of  such  peiaon  so  enlisted,  that 
such  enlistment  was  procured  by  finrad  or  surprise,  ov 
when  the  person  so  enlisted  was  intoiicated  by  liquor, 
it  shall  be  the  dutj  of  such  justice  of  the  peace  or  other 
civU  magistrate  to  discharge  such  person  horn  such 
enlistment,  in  case  such  penon  shall  return  to  the  re> 
oruiting  officer  the  bounty  money  received  by  such 
person. 

A  niotion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Seybcrt,  to  amend 
the  said  section  by  striking  out  the  word  "  sur- 
prise." 

On  which,  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday^  December  5. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Virginia,  Jamjis 
Brbgkbnrioge,  appeared  and  took  his  seat 

Mr.  £pps8^  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  ads 
authorizing  a  loan  for  the  several  sums  of  twentf- 
five  millions  of  dollars  and  three  millions  o(  dot- 
lars;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  fippcs  also  reported  a  bill  making  addt* 
tiooal  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1814;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a. 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  committee  to  whom, 
was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  au- 
thorize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call 
upon  the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof 
for  their  respectiveqoousof  eighty  thousand  four 
hundred  und  thirty  miliiiaj  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States  af  atuai  invasioa*'* 
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reported  tfie  Miile  With  Afnendttents ;  whieh  were 
read,  and  witb  the  bifl  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ''to  authorize  the 
Purchase  of  the  libra^y^  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  hate 
President  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  twice, 
^«nd  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

HORSES  LOST  IN  THfi  PDBUC  ^SRYICE. 

Mr.  Yancey,  frota  the  Comtnittee  of  Claims, 
'made  a  report.on  the  resolutions  of  this  House  of 
the  14th  atid  25(h  of  November  last,  instructing 
them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
payment  for  horses  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  publio 
service;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  whilst  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  S(ater.«^The  roport  is  as 
follows : 

.  That,  from  statemenu  made  to  the  coaniBBilieto,  tiM 
correelneas  of  wbteh  they  cannot  doubt,  it  iwean  that 
It  the  tim«  tiw-Amerieaa  troopa  croned  over  Iiake 
Erie,  just  bdfora  the  battle  of  the  Thames^  the  «Mmited 
tfrfanteen  were  etdered  by  the  GoasdiaiMliAg'QeiMial 
to  leave  their  hones  at  Portage  river,  on  the  lake,  with 
a  guard  and  other  persons  sufficient  to  take  care  of 
Aem.  The  -hortes  were  put  in  a  large  wood,  enclosed, 
fat  the  purpoee  of  keepfahg  them  safe ;  and  it  was  in- 
isifdad  aod  espeoted  that  ttiiyiiHniM  Mvetfy^gMiing 
wilii  the  xalMtt  «f  lie  tunpe.  The  titfope  wave  •■hsent 
■beMt  five  weeMa,  and  a^  their  return  the  iMlBeB 
wetoo  ibwid  to  kit  teduced  in  order,  laangr  eC  thetoi  In* 
jttted,  ttDd  some  dead.  It  doesootiaiialaetMilyiq^ar 
whMbsr  tfiey  died  Ibr  the  w«nt  of  iwage  or  Aom  aeei- 
4aiit»  or  the  ptooallar  ^{flmdly  and  haidaMp  of  the 
•eeviee.  If  their  hiss  ta  to  he  aaeribad  to  the  fbnaer, 
llMn  the  oommlttee  -hslve  bseetolbie  repotted  to  the 
Bow» «  bill  which  4t  m  bdieved  wtU  ineluie  <thfa  ease. 
Kthe  heases  died,or  were  loat  dr^estrajred  li^aMtdeM 
0^hA)er,  tiMi  it  hi  eoneeived  thai  the  Unitod  SiatoaMfe 
not  liable. 

Bj  an  act  of  Congreas  paaaed  the  2d  day  of  Janoaiy, 
1705,  it  is  enacted,  **  that,  in  addition  to  the  monthly 
pay,  there  shall  be  allowed  to  each  officer,  non-com- 
missioned officer,  musician,  and  private  of  the  cavalry, 
Ibr  the  use  of  his  horse,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  and 
ibr  the  risk  thereof,  ezceptof  horses  killed  in  action, 
ftrty  cents  per  day ;  and  to  each  non-commissioned 
officer,  musician,  and  private,  twenty-five  cento  per 
iajr,  in  lieu  of  rations  and  forage,  when  Aey  shall  pro- 
vide the  same/' 

Mounted  volnntsers,  it  is  believed,  are  entitled  to 
attd  receive  the  same  pay  as  cavalry.  By  the  above 
aeotion  of  the  act  of  Congress,  th^  receive,  **  for  the 
see  of  the  horse,  anns,  and  accoutrements,  aiid  Ibr  the 
mk  thereof,  except  of  horses  killed  in  battle,  ierty 
cents ;"  which  the  committee  are  of  opinion  was  in- 
landed  and  is  a  full  compensation.  They  are,  there- 
fiire,  of  opinion  that  for  the  loss  or  destruction  of  horses, 
except  in  battle,  the  United  Stetes  are  not  liable. 
They,  however,  think  that  where  horses  have  died 
while  in  the  public  service  for  want  of  forage,  when  it 
was  the  du^  of  the  Government  to  furnish  it,  the 
owners  ought  to  be  paid  their  value ;  and  they  have 
accordingly  reported  a  bill  to  the  House  for  that 
purpose. 

'With  respect  to  the  horses  lost  or  destroyed  by  the 
troops  under  Major  Qeneral  Jackson,  it  is  stated  to  the 
eomaitMe  that  th^  wete  lost  by  accident  or  awpriae. 


while  in  the  several  haMtoawidl  «h« 
Theeommittee  entertain  the  ssaoe  opinion  of  theas 
claims  that  they  do  of  the  otheiB.  They  theratos  nc- 
ommend  to  the  House  the  Mlowmg  resnlntie«s 

Rewhedf  That  it  is  inexpedieot  to  antbeAs  p«ij 

ent  Ibr  the  horses  afiKesaio,  etherwie 


ment 

to  the  proviaions  of  a  bill  already  seponed  tolhs  H< 

for  that  purpose. 

IN]»MNITY  FOR  ROPE.WAI*KB»  «te. 

Mr.  Yancet,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
made  a  report  on  the  petitions  of  Jacob  Schiaaich 
and  Sehultz  and  Teller,  of  Acsah  Cftlef  and 
Christian  Chapman ;  which  was  read,  wfien  Mr. 
Y.  reported  a  bil'  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Schia- 
nick  and  Scholtz  and  Vogeler,  of  ChristisQ  Chap- 
man and  the  leeal  representative  of  John  Calef| 
deceased;  which  vras  read  twice,  and  con»mitted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. — ^^e  report  is  as 
follows : 

That  the  petitioners  were  owneia  of  ropoowidka,iBar 
Bahhnove,  which  contained  a  ^antity  of  eoedage  and 
raw  material,  together  vriih  the  neeeasary  iatipiwusmi 
for  the  manuftomre  of  «he  oame ;  all  of  vdoeb  wssa 
consumed  by  ire^  on  Ihe  approach  of  the  eneaqr  es 
Baldmeie,  on  the  Itth  of  B^toBBber  lMt»  by  esder  <ir 
Biigaidier  General  Perann,  of  the  Maiylnid  aBilia. 

Tke  dronasataoees  vsHler  which  Ihe  pisptM||  was 
destroyed,  as  well  sa  the  Mceosi^  of  ouch  dsameisNk, 
will  appear  by  Ihe  foUewhig  oertificatos»  which  the 
committee  ofier  as  part  of  their  leport. 

CaM»,  HailMTBAS  HlIA, 

S^imnbar  !•,  1814. 
I  beieby  certify,  that  hi  eoMoquMiee  of  diecmiBMfy 
power  inveatod  in  no  fagr  M^Oencnl  Samael  fiunii, 
commanding  officer  H  BallunevB,  I  oideeed  the  reae- 
walks  near  my  llnea,  in  the  poasossion  of  Jaoeh  Bhm- 
nick,  to  be  set  on  lira  ond  oonsnmed  on  the  evoniqgof 
the  12th  ustant.    The  rope-walks  at  the  time  oon- 
tained  the  tools  of  the  trade,  aome  hemp»  and  aome 
yams.    I  also,  at  the  same  time,  and  unoer  the  aame 
drcumstancss,  directed  a  common  iiaffle  stable  In  pas- 
ture of  Mr.  Bhinnid^  to  be  set  on  fire  and  consumed. 

T.  K.  FORMAN, 

B.  G.  mu  iBUHa. 


Two  other  certificates  finras  the  same  officat,  atatiog 
the  Act  of  destruction,  under  similar  dicumalaiices,  <^ 
the  rope-walks  of  Chapaua  and  Calel^  Wen  abo  before 
the  committee. 

Baltimobx,  Nimember  16, 1B14. 
Although  it  was  decidedly  evident  that  die  three 
rope-walks  in  front  of  my  lines  must  be  destroyed  the 
moment  the  enemy  appeared  before  them,  yet  I  did  not 
obtain  Major  General  Smith's  permission  to  bum  them 
until  Monday  evenings  the  18th  September.  It  was 
then  impossible  to  ramove  anything,  and  notice  to  the 
otmefs  would  have  been  useless.  Indeed,  Irom  my 
knowledge  of  the  demand  for  wagons  and  carts  to  re- 
move the  inhabitanta  after  ^e  enemy  had  landed  at 
North  Pohit,  I  do  not  think  HmtteaUM  could  hava  been 
procured  to  remove  bulky  artides. 

T.  M.  PORMAIC, 

vB.  G.  Mi.  dmUia, 

WAsanrofoir,  X^Mwiaftern,  IBI4. 

I  do  certify,  that  the  n>pe*wafk  owned  or  oecajMsd 

by  Jacob  Bhinnidc,  was  rituated  direeUy  in  fioat  of 

the  imes,  and  under  a  battery  within  Am  commaad 

aasfigned  to  BiigadMr  Qtnwral  PoiUaB  $  ttat  lepe^wmK 
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E9dktwmU9  in  4h9  Afm§. 


Deoembbr,  1814. 


txk6  tw»  otlMf*  wen  to  eloM  to  lh»  work^  Ihat,  htd 
diey  reni«B64r  and  uei  Mtack  been  mide  by  theMiemy, 
Aey  wooJd  bave  affonkd  Mcfa  a  eow  aa  woitid  h»v6 
•nabled  lum  to  hvve  appconohed  doae  to  tiw  worka  un- 
diacoTerad.  It  became  neeeaaarj  to  deatroy  Kheoi ;  near 
did  I  giiw  the  diaeretionaiy  power  to  General  Forman 
until  eke  altaek  of  tbe  enemy  appeared  certain.  Their 
deatraction  waa  poatponed  aa  long  aa  prudence  per- 
znitted,  nor  were  they  deatroyed  until  it  became  abao- 
lutely  and  indiapenaably  neceaaaiy. 

8.  SMITH, 
Late  Maj.  Gen.  eomm^g  at  Baltimore. 

The  committee  are  ef  opiniout  from  the  fiBregsinf 
facta,  that  the  deatruction  of  the  rope*walka  waa  deem^ 
by  the  commanding  officer  prudent  and  necessary,  in 
the  defence  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  then  threatened 
ti»  be  inTaded  by  a  mercileaa  and  nindictive  enemy ; 
they  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  the  public  good,  in 
hia  opinion,  requiring  their  deatraction*  the  owaera  of 
tiie  property  should  be  compenaated  to  the  amount  of 
jto  Talue,  and  recommend  to  the  Houae  the  following 
reaolution,  and  report  by  bill : 

Reaolffed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitionera  ia  rea- 
aonable,  and  ought  to  he  granted. 

ESIMTMSnTB  IN  TSB  Ami Y. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Din  from  the  Senate,  '^  making  further  provision 
fiat  filling  die  ranks  oj  the  Army  of  the  United 
Stales." 

Tbe  ^neattOD  depeadinf  on  Saturday,  «t  the 
line  of  •djottflimeDt,  to  strike  the  word  ^  sur- 
wiai0"  «ttt  «f  the  aniendineAt  prouMed  by  Mr. 
OAiKLBlff  was  again  Mated ;  on  ir hira  Mr.<0.  with- 
drew his  aaid  amendaeaEt. 

A  motion  was  then  m»de  bf  Mr.  Tatj.oS)  to 
a«A«id  ihe  hill  by  ioseiUDg  the  f(^ow«og  aecttoa, 
«s  (he  «eet>ftd  ihereof : 

Sjbc.  is.  And  U  it  further  moisted.  That  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  Ibr  any  recruiting  officer  to  pay  or  deliver  to 
a  rocrnit,  under  the  age  of  twerity-one  years,  to  be  en- 
fiated  by  virtue  of  this  act,  any  bounty  or  clothing,  until 
after  the  exphration  of  four  daya  from  the  time  of  hia 
enlistment ;  and  it  ahaU  be  lawful  for  the  said  recruit, 
at  a^  time  duiing  the  said  finir  days,  to  reconsider 
and  withdraw  tda  enlistment,  «sd  thereupon  he  shall 
forthwith  be  disdiafged  and  exoneratod  from  the  same. 

•A  motion  was  made  hjr  Mr.  Fiax,  of  Vermont, 
10  strike  out  the  word  ''four,"  m  the  said  section, 
and  to  iaser 1 4he  wo<d  ^  two."  And  the  queittiini 
bata^  takes,  it  was  deierm^iped  in  the  nega tire* 

On  nedon  of  Mr.  &te«,  ^he  said  seciiciB  whs 
-ffmended. 

The  question  was  >thett  taicen  to  agree  to  rftfae 
said  section,  and  passed  in  (he  affirmatire*-*yeas 
^,  oays  60,  as  follows : 

YsAs— Measre.  Bard,  Bayliea  of  Maeaachasetts, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelov,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bieck- 
enridge,  Brigham,  Barwell,  Butler,  CapertoB»  CaUMHUi, 
Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Comatock,  Goaard,  Cos, 
Crawford,  Culpeper,  Daoa,  Barenport,  Davja  of  Maa- 
aachueetta,  Davia  of  Pennsylyania,  Denoyellea,  Beaha, 
Duvall,  Ely,  Eppea,  Evana,  Farrow,  Fiak  of  New  York, 
Forsyth,  Gaston,  Geddes,  €Haagow,  Graavenor,  Hale, 
Haabrouek,  Headereen,  Howell,  HuHiert,  Ingham,  Ir^ 
ving,  frwiD,  Jaekaeaaf  Rhode  lslaBd»  lohnaso  of  Vir* 
Sfaiia,  K«Biie4y,  ttenl  of  If  aw  Yoik,  Kear,  Kiag  a£ 


Maesachuaetls,  Law,  ii«flbrtsb  Lewis,  Lo«sll»  Lowadea, 
ICacoa,  Markell,  McKee,MeLean,  Miliar,  Meatgomery, 
Meaeley,  Oakley.  Peataoa,  Pickanng,  Pisheaa,  Ptpar, 
Pilkin,  FkHter,  John  Seed,  William  Beed,  fitoh,  it^. 
glee,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Shefty,  ShiphMd,  Skiaaer, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Visginia,  Staafbrd, 
Stockton,  Sturgea,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompaon,  Voae, 
Ward  of  Maaaachuaetts,  Ward  of  New  Jeraey,  Web^. 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wibon  of  Jtfasaaehnaetts, 
and  Winter. 

N^ra — Measrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Aaderaon,  Ar- 
cher, Aveiy,  Barbour,  Baniett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown»  Caldwell,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton.  Condiet, 
Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Findley,  Pisk  of  Vermont,  Forney, 
Fnnkhn,  Gholson,  Goodwjrn,  Goordin,  Griffia«  HaU, 
Harris,  Hawea,  Habbard,  Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  Kershaw,  Kil bourn.  King  of  Noiih 
Csielinsy  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  Moore,  Muifree,  Nel« 
son,Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pleaaacts,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Bhea  of  Tenneaaee,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sevier, 
Sharp,  Strong,  TaonehUl,  Telfidr,  Tcoup,  Udree,  Wil- 
liama,  Wilaon  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

A  motion  aras  made  by  Mr.  WgasTKa,  to  strike 
ant  (he  fourth  seeciaa  of  the  said  bilL 

On  aaotiaa  of  Mr.  Ghafirbll,  the  aaid  a^ttoti 
was  aaieaded.  And  a  aaotioa  was  made  by  Mr. 
(kkCLEY,  ftir-ther  to  amend  the  said  aeeiten  i^ 
striking  out  these  wonde,  *'and  every  reeroK  thus 
furnished  shall  be  ea tilled  to  the  bomify  ki  laod, 
in  the  same  manner  and  upon  the  same  eoadi- 
tions  as  the  other  recruits  in  the  Atmyef  the 
United  Scateh." 

And  the  quesition  beiQg  taken,  it  was  ideter- 
mined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  FiaKj  of  Vecmoiit, 
further  to  amend  tbe  said  sedioii,  by  insertiBj|f, 
after  the  word  ''land,''  aforesai^l.  the  worijb  '*juid 
meneyJ'  And  the  queation  hetag  taken,  it  was 
deierovined  ia  the  aegati^e. 

The  question  was  rhen  takcA  on  sir4kiag  «r«t 
the  said  fourth  aaaiien,  aftd  ^eteiauned  ia  t4ie 
negative—- yeas  57,  nays  90,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Maaaachusetta,  BigeloWt 
Bowen,  Breckenridge»  Brigham,  Burwell,  Caperton, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Coz,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davia 
of  Maaaachuaetts,  £ly,  Fiak  of  Vermont,  Gaaton, 
Geddea,  Grosveaor,  Hale,  Heoderson,  Hulbert,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Idand,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Maaaachwetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macoa* 
Maiiell,  Miller,  Moaeley,  Oaklev,  Pearaon,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Beed,  William  Reed,  Rugglea, 
Schureman,  Shefiey,  Shipberd,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stockton,  Strong,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Yoae, 
Ward  of  Maaaachusetta,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilcox,  Wilaon  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Abton,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Averr,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia, 
Bines,  Boyd,  Bradley,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comatock,  Con- 
diet,  Conard,  Crawford,  Croaeh,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Da- 
vis of  Pennaylvanta,  Denoveilea,  I>eaha,Xhivall,  Jfippea, 
£vana,  Findiey,  Fiak  of  New  York,  Forney,  Fon^lh, 
Franktin,  Oholaen,  01s^;ow,  Goodwyn,  Oourdm,  Grif- 
£n,  HaU,Hafria,  Hariwoack,  Havrea,  Honkina  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Unnphreya,  ingnnmUf  laghan,  Irving,  Irwta, 
Jahnaon  of  Virginia,  J^haawi  of  Keaiiichy,  Keir, 
Kerahaw,  Kilbouia,  King  of  Nwth  Caiolma,  Leffe^ 
McCoy,    McKee,   McKim,    McLean,    Montgonaiar, 


755 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBS& 


76e 


H.  or  R* 


EtnliatmaiiM  in  the  Armjf. 


Dbcembbk,  1814. 


MooMy  N6lton»  Newum,  Onnibj,  Parkw,  PiekMft^ 
Piper,  PlMnnta,  Re«  of  Pe&MyWuiia,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
newee,  Rieh,  Rotiie,  Sevier,  Sejbert,  Slurp,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  SUnford,  Tennehiil,  Tajlor,  TeHmir,  Troop, 
Udr«e»  Ward  of  New  Jeraey,  WUUams,  Wilson  of 
PennayWania,  and  Yaneey. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  amend- 
ments agreed  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed  in  the  affirmatire — 
yeas  91,  nays  55,  as  follows: 

Tkas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Atoit,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brad- 
ley, Bnrwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell, 
Clark,  Clopton,Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Croudi,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  De- 
noyelles,  De^a,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Fiak  of  New  Yoik, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gour- 
din,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Haabrouck,  Hawes,  Hop- 
kins of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingeraoll, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboom, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Mc- 
Coy, McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Paiker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  Penneylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skin- 
ner, Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Tioup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Joisey,  WiUiams,  WU- 
■on  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge, 
Brigham,  Butler,  Caperton,  Cilley,  Cox,  Culpeper, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Gaston,  Ged- 
des,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hulbert, 
Jadtson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King 
of  Massachusetts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell, 
Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  WiUiam  Reed,  Roggles,  Schureman,  Shef- 
fey,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stock- 
ton, Stnrges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Voee,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  read  (be  third 
time  to-morrow. 
And  the  House  adjourned. 


ToESDAY,  December  6. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uoited 
States  to  accept  the  service  of  volunteers  who 
may  associate  and  organize  themselves  and  offer 
their  services  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  amendments  thereto  having  been 
agreed  to,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading;  and  was  accordingly  afterwards 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unfa- 
vorable to  the  petition  of  Rebecca  Hodgson, 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  by 
whom  it  was  concurred  io,  and  was  then  or- 
dered by  the  House  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  militia  and  volunteers  who  may  die  or  be  killed 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  having  been 
amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 


The  bill  from  the  Senate  sopplameatftry  to  the 
act  laying  duties  on  the  notes  of  certain  banks, 
bankers,  dbc,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  co  be  eogroased  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  ao/k- 
vorable  to  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Knox  county,  Kentucky,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  where  it  was  widely  de- 
bated, and  at  length  disagreed  to.  The  report 
having  been  also  reversed  by  the  House,  the 
Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed  to  report 
a  bill  favorable  to  the  petitioners. 

ENLISTMENTS  IN  THE  ARMY. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '^  making  farther  pro- 
vision for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  Army  of  the 
Uoited  States,''  was  read  a  third  lime  aa  amended. 

A  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Fisk.  of  Vermont 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
which  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  navs. 
95  CO  51. 

The  bill  was  then  passed.  For  the  bill  95. 
against  it  52,  as  follows: 

Yba»— MsHTs.  Alazander,  AJaton,  Andenon,  A  vny, 
Barbonr,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Boweo,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Borwell,  Caldwell,  Calbottn,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark, 
Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigh* 
ton,  Crouch,  Cnthbert,  Bana,  Davis  of  PennsyWania, 
Denoyellea,  Dosha,  Dovall,  Eppea,  Fanow,  Findley, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Foiney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
son,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Haa- 
brouck, Hawea,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Ham- 
phreys,  IngmoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnaon  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kenr,  Kerdiaw,  Kilbonm,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Leffbrts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoj,  McKee, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Orma- 
by,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Penn- 
syWania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Msssachnaelta,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbniy,  Brighaxn,  Butler, 
Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Calpeper,  Davis  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Ely,  risk  of  Vermont  Gaston,  Grosvenor, 
Hale,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett, 
Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Moaeley,  Oakley,  Pearson, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WiUiam  Reed, 
Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturgea,  Taggart,  Thomp- 
son, Vose,  Ward  of  Massachosetts,  Webstar,  Wheaton, 
Whils,  Wikox,  and  Winter. 

The  bill  directingthesuff  office ra  of  the  Army 
to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  marine  and 
naval  officers  in  certain  eases,  went  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

And  the  Hoase  adjourned. 


WfinNEsoAT,  December  7. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jbnningb,  acall  was  ordered 
to  be  made  on  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  for  an  account  acoraiof  to  the  Trea- 
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snry.  ttt  eteb  eoUeetion  distriet,  for  the  nle  of 
public  isods,  by  forfeitores,  and  whether  such  for- 
feitures bare  occurred  more  freqaently  on  limited 
or  extended  purchases. 

The  bill  directing  the  staff  officers  of  the  Army 
to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  naval  and  ipa- 
riae  officer's  in  certain  cases ;  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  volunteers  or  mi- 
litia who  may  die  or  be  kilied  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States ;  and  the  bill  authorizing  a 
composition  with  private  bankers  in  lieu  of  the 
stamp  duty,  were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Inoersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  laid  upon  the 
table,  without  preface,  the  fullowing  resolutions: 

SeMoiffed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AfSain 
be  instnieted  to  report  to  this  House  a  bill  or  bills  ibr 
claenfying  the  firM  male  popolatioii  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  to  the  age  of 
Ibrty-five  years,  for  the  purpose  of  draughting  there- 
from a  sufficient  number,  annually,  to  fill  up  the  ranks 
of  the  regular  Army. 

2K.  JUihedj  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs 
be  instructed  to  report  to  this  House  a  bill  or  bills  for 
the  immediate,  constant,  and  gradusl  augmentation  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  by  adding  annually 
(with  the  least  possible  delay  in  the  commencement 
and  progress  of  the  system)  to  the  ships  of  the  line, 
fidgates,  sloops  of  war,  and  other  vessels  now  built  or 
building. 

The  consideration  of  them  not  being  required 
at  this  time,  they  lie  on  the  table  of  course. 

REVENUE  LAWS. 

Mr.  Eppeb,  from  the  Comiftittee  of  Wavs  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  for  aid- 
log  and  protecting  the  officers  of  the  customs,  and 
for  preventing  intercourse  with  the  enemy,  report- 
ed a  hill  to  prohibit  intercourse  with  the  enemy, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committee!  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Epp£s  also  communicated  the  following 
document. 

TmaASumv  Defaktmmmt, 

November  19,  1814. 

Sim:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter*  requesting,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  **  any  infonnation  which  the 
TreasuTy  Department  can  fiiraish,  as  to  the  defects  of 
the  present  revenue  laws,  and  the  best  mode  of  oor^ 
recting  the  evils  arising  from  an  intercourse  with  the 
enemy." 

Although  the  expediency  of  a  general  revision  of  the 
revenue  laws,  with  the  view  contemplated  by  the  com- 
mittee, is  admowledged,  I  fear  it  will  be  impracticable, 
at  this  time,  to  undeitake,  and  to  execute,  satia&etorily, 
so  extensive  a  task.  The  pressure  of  the  current  bust- 
ness  upon  the  department  is  severe,  and  precludes  an 
application  of  the  Secretary's  time  to  any  object  which 
is  not  of  immediate  importance.  The  ineonveniences 
that  are  suggested  in  the  documents  from  Vermont, 
accompanying  the  reference  of  the  Committee,  require, 
however,  an  early  attention,  end  the  following  views 
of  the  subject  are  respectlully  submitted  to  your  con- 
sideration : 

I.  The  representations  from  Vermont  prssent  vaxious 
causes  of  complaint: 


I.  That  smuggling  is  extensively  pnsecuted,  on  the 
Northern  fiontisr,  by  dtiiens  of  the  United  States, 
eometimee  with,  and  sometimes  without,  the  cover  of 
a  neutral  character ;  in  the  ouurse  of  which  the  enemy 
obtains  important  intelligence;  he  is  famished  wim 
cattle,  and  other  essential  tapplies ;  and  he  is  ensbled 
to  introduce  his  merchandise  surreptitiously  into  our 
markets. 

3.  That  the  powers  of  the  revenue  officers  are  inad- 
equate to  the  detection  and  prosecution  of  these  offen- 
ces, because  the  right  of  search  is  not  extended  to 
every  vehicle  that  may  be  employed ;  because  the  pro- 
hibitory laws  do  not  sufficiently  define  and  enumerate 
the  subjects  of  an  illicit  trade ;  because  no  efficient  act 
of  prevention  is  authorized  to  be  peiibrmed,  even  upon 
the  strongest  ground  of  suspicion  ;  and  because  there 
u  no  force,  civil  or  military,  provided  to  aid  the  reve- 
nue officers  in  the  execution  of  their  duty,  when  cases 
of  violent  opposition  occur. 

3.  That,  limited  ss  the  general  powera  of  the  reve- 
nue officers  appear  to  be,  they  are  rendered  still  more 
inadequate  by  the  terror  which  the  officera  now  feel,  of 
being  exposed  to  suits  for  damages,  under  the  authority 
of  racent  decisions  in  the  courts  of  law ;  for  it  has  been 
adjudged  in  Vermont,  that  the  inspoctoraof  the  customs 
are  not  authorized,  in  any  case,  to  make  seizures,  and 
that  actions  may  be  maintained  against  them,  to 
recover  the  whole  value  of  the  property  seized,  even 
when  the  property  itself  has  been  duly  condemned,  as 
forfeited  by  law. 

II.  The  actual  state  of  the  laws,  in  relation  to  these 
subjects  of  complaint,  msy  be  sufficiently  seen  in  the 
following  analysis : 

Of  the  power  andprivU^ea  of  Inspectors,  and  other 
officers  of  the  customs, 

1.  The  inspectora  of  the  customs  are  persons  em- 
ployed by  the  collector,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
principal  officer  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  their 
duties  are  entirely  directed  to  guard  against  frauds 
upon  the  revenue,  by  smuggling,  or  any  other  kind  of 
illicit  trade.  They  are  described  and  considered, 
throughout  the  acts  of  Congress,  as  officen  of  the  cus> 
toms,  through  not  as  chief  officera. 

2.  On  the  arrival,  or  the  approach,  of  ships  or  veo* 
sell,  the  inspectors^  as  well  as  the  chief  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  customs,  ara  empowered  to  go  on  board, 
(whether  in  or  out  of  their  respective  districts,)  for  the 
purpose  of  demanding  msnifesis  of  their  cargoes,  and 
of  examining  and  searching  the  ships  snd  vcsmIs.  This 
act  is  to  be  performed,  ex  offieiofhy  way  of  precaution, 
without  any  special  deputation  from  a  collector,  naval 
officer,  or  a  surveyor.— -4  vol.  367,  s.  64. 

8.  If,  however,  thero  be  roason  to  suspect  that  any 
goods,  subject  to  duty,  are  concealed  in  any  ship  or 
vessel,  an  inspector  cannot  enter  such  ship  or  vessel, 
to  search  for,  seize,  and  secure  such  goods,  without 
being  specially  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  col- 
lector, naval  officer,  or  surveyor.  And  if  thera  be  cause 
to  suspect  a  concealment  of  such  goods,  in  any  partio- 
nlar  dwelling  house,  store,  building,  or  other  place,  a 
search  warrant  must  be  obtained  from  a  justice  of  the 

Kce,  to  authorize  a  search  and  seizure.  The  cases 
e  peovided  for,  are  cases  of  so^icion  only,  when 
probable  information  has  been  received  of  a  conceal- 
ment of  goods,  either  on  water,  or  on  laiaa,  with  a  d». 
sign  to  evade  the  payment  of  duties.  The  act  to  be 
pedbrmed  is  not  in  the  orfinsiycoonii  of  ^  iu/fue^ 
tor's  official  duty ;  it  is  not  an  act  ot  g«c^^n^„^|,a^oC 
detection ;  it  is  not  an  act  authonaed  »r  ^^jring  goods 
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whieh  sre  notoriovaiy  iMble  to  ■ehan^bnt  §or  eDteiing 
a  ihip,  or  a  house,  in  ft  doabtfol  case,  to  aaeertam 
whether  any  g;oods  liable  to  eoiinre  a«e  tkeie  eoBeeeled. 
vol.  dSe,  8.  68. 


4.  But  any  ship,  or  Teuel,  foods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dise, which  are  uable  to  seizure  by  virtue  of  any  act 
respecting  the  revenue,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  several 
officers  of  the  customs  (including,  by  general  descrip- 
tion»  and  practical  construction,  the  inspectors  of  the 
customs)  to  seize  and  secure,  as  well  without,  as  within 
their  respective  districts.  The  act  to  be  performed,  in 
this  case,  is  founded  on  the  fact,  that  the  property  is 
liable  to  seizure,  but  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  enter 
either  a  ship  or  a  house,  to  ascertain  whether  such 

foods  are  so  liable,  and  are  there  concealed. — 4  voL 
90,  s.  70. 

6.  In  the  perfbrmanee  of  their  dntiea,  the  inspector^ 
in  common  with  the  other  officers  of  the  customs,  are 
protected  by  the  law,  when  unjustly  sued  or  molested, 
ui  actioBS  for  damages;  and  when  any  proseeation  is 
eoffiinenoed,  on  aoconat  of  the  seizure  of  any  ship,  or 
goods,  in  which  judgment  is  given  for  the  claimant,  the 
iaqieetors  are  zeleaeed  Irom  all  sesponsihiUty,  on  show- 
ing that  there  was  a  reasonable  cause  of  seizure.  £4 
vol.  391,  a.  71 ;  JM  4S9,  s.  89.]  This  last  provision,  an- 
deod,  has  been  extended  generally  for  the  protection  of 
nny  collector,  or  other  officer,  under  any  act  of  Con- 
greaa  authorizing  a  seizuse  of  any  ship  or  veaael,  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  where  the  seizure  has  been 
made  on  piohabla  canae,  aUhongh  leatitntion  dionld 
bo  docreod.^-^  voL  %^  s.  1. 

6.  The  ''Act  to  prohibit  any  Amerieaa  from  pro* 
eeeding  to,  or  trading  with,  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes/'  declares,  that  "if  any 
person  shall  transport,  or  attempt  to  transport,  over 
tuad,  or  otiMrwise,  in  any  wagon,  eart,  aleigh,  boat,  or 
olheiwiae,  na^  or  military  stores,  arms,  or  the  mun^ 
tions  of  war,  or  any  article  of  provision,  from  any  plaee 
of  tile  United  States,  to  Upper  or  Lower  Canada,  Nova 
Sootia,  or  New  Brunewiek,"  ceitain  forfettores  and 
penalties  shall  be  incurred.  And  anthority  is  given 
**to  the  collectors  ot  tiie  several  ports  of  the  United 
States,  to  seize  and  stop  naval  or  military  stores,  arms, 
or  the  monitions  of  war,  or  any  artides  of  provision, 
and  ship  or  vessel,  wagon,  cart,  sleigh,  bostt,  or  thing, 
by  whidi  any  arttde,  prohibited  as  sdRMresaid,  is  shipp^ 
ortrcnsported,  or  intended  to  be  shipped  or  transported.** 
it  eeemsio  be  a  strained  and  impracticable  constmotion 
ef  tiie  provision,  to  confine  the  exercise  of  the  authority 
for  stopping  and  seizing  the  eontraband  articl9%  to 
the  personal  agency  of  tiie  coHectois.  A  collector,  in 
this  case,  as  in  eveiy  other  case  whero  a  positive  re* 
strictton  is  not  imposed,  most  act  through  the  vigi- 
lance and  co-operation  of  the  inspectors,  and  other 
officers  of  the  costoms. 

Of  iht  existing  nuxUiary  mtam  to  execute  the  reeaiMie 
loutf,  and  tKe  iauu  prohibiting  iradeimdinieromree 
with  the  enemy. 

!•  In  addition  to  the  means  which  the  prooeding 
otntements  wiU  snggest»  the  Judges  of  the  Sopnme 
Coort,  and  of  the  several  distriet  conrts  of  the  United 
Steles,  and  aU  judges  and  jnatioes  of  the  oonits  of  the 
oeveral  States,  (having  anthority,  by  the  law«  of  the 
United  Stetes,  to  take  cogniaanoe  of  oflsBoes  against 
the  Constitation  and  laws  thessoi^iMLve  the  like  power 
ta  hold  to  sesuti^  of  the  peaos,  and  for  good  bahavlonr, 
in  oases  arising  under  the  Constitiition  and  laws  of 
the  United  fltatas,  aa  may,  or  can  be  lawftdiy  axaiciaed. 


by  any  judge  or  justice  oC  the  peace  of  tke  xo; 
Stotes,  in  cases  oognbable  beforo  thea^ — 4  voL  331. 

2.  Whenever  the  laws  of  the  United  States  are  op- 
poeed,  or  the  execution  thereof  obetmoled,  in  any 
State,  by  combinations  too  powerful  to  be  snpprassed 


by  the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceedinga,  or  the 
power  of  a  malrahal,  the  President  is  authorwd  to  cail 
forth  a  competent  force  of  the  militia,  to  cause  the 
laws  to  be  executed.  [4  vol,  188,  s.  2,  9.]  And  by  « 
subsequent  act,  the  President  is  authorized  to  employ 
the  land  or  naval  force  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
same  purpose^^S  vd.  311. 

3.  A  final  judgment,  or  decree,  in  any  suit,  in  the 
highest  court  of  law  or  equity  of  a  Slate,  ia  w\iA.  a 
decirion  of  the  enit  could  be  had,  whew  ia  dravpu  in 
question  the  validity  of  an  authority,  exereiaod  uader 
the  UMtad  States,  (as  in  the  ease  of  aa  efioer^f  the 
cuetoms,)  and  thn  decisiou  is  agninat  the  validly,  mtq 
be  n-onaaied,  and  revsmnd,  or  afinnod,  aa  the  Sa- 
praaae  Court  of  the  Uiuted  States,  ujpon  a  mit  ef  cnor ; 
hut  the  matter  in  dispute  asust  oKeaod  die  vnl«e  of  lue 
thousand  dollars,  exdusive  of  coets^f— Yol,  1*  a.  61,  Gi, 

ni.  From  these  views  of  tbe  subject  of  ooMplaint, 
and  of  the  state  of  the  law  in  relatiDn  to 
led  to  consider  die  best  siodeeof  anondiBg  Ae 
and  cometittg  the  evib  which  oael. 

1.  An  habitual  respect  for  the' judScial  authority 
does  not  permit  me  to  controvert,  any  further,  die  de- 
cisions of  the  conrts  of  law  in  the  State  of  Vermont 
respecting  the  official  character  and  poweis  of  inspee- 
toii,  and  other  otteen  of  the  cusloniB.  It  ia  nsoom- 
mended,  thereforo,  that  the  law  dMuld  bo  so  amended,  as 
to  place  the  inspector  upon  the  footing  of  offi^cers  within 
the  meaning  of  the  revenue  laws,  and  lawa  prohibiting 
trade  and  intereourds  widi  ths  suemy  ;  und  that  the 
ooUeetors  should  be  autboriasd  to  emfdoy  a  competeut 
number  of  inspectors,  with,  authoiity  Co  atop,  aaaich, 
detain,  and  sosm,  all  cattle,  live  sto^  and  other  sup- 
plies ;  all  goods  and  money,  and,  genenUy,  all  othW 
artides  whatsoever,  howsoever  carried  sod  tran»orte<L 
by  land  or  by  water,  on  the  way  to,  or  fiwra,  the  Bntuiix 
provinces,  subject  to  such  nguladons  as  wiO  eacuju, 
with  as  litUe  embanassment  as  possible,  the  rights  of 
a  lawful  and  neutral  trade. 

8.  The  officers  of  the  customs  diould  be  entitled,  in 
proper  cases,  and  on  proper  proofii,  to  obtain,  from  any 
magistrate,  a  warrant  to  seurch  dwelling  houses^  and 
other  buiidinga;  to  demand  the  aaastanea  of  thenai^ 
ehal  of  die  dietriet,  and  hie  deputiee,  widi  the  posse  of 
the  district,  if  neoassary,  for  the  oxecution  of  their  du- 
ties; and  to  hold  any  peiaen  to  seenri^  for  his  good 
behaviour,  sUting,  on  oadi,  that  they  have  probaMe  and 
just  cause  for  believing  dnt  such  peraon  ie  canying 
on  an  unlawful  trade,  or  intercourse,  with  the  enemy. 

8.  No  eitiaen,  or  penon  nsuallT  nsiding  within  the 
United  States,  should  be  allowed  to  cross  Ibe  frontier 
into  the  British  provinces,  without  a  pMsportfrom  the 
Seontary  of  State,  or  from  the  Secrotaiy  of  War,  or 
from  the  offioer  eommandiiig  the  miltuxy  diatnet  in 
which  eueh  person  usmliy  lerides.    All  persons  ooniin^ 
from  die  Brteadi  provinces  into  the  United  Stalea, 
ehoukl  be  required  to  Mport  themaetvea,  witha  a  lea- 
sonaUe  time,  to  the  nUitaiy  oemmandsr,  or  the  coUeo- 
tor  of  the  disCriet  widun  whieh  they  shall,  waposUvaly, 
first  anifie.    And  any  penon  hovering  upon  the  Iras- 
tier,  ait  a  distance  fkom  his  usnal  place  of  vaaidMieB, 
without  any  buainess  requiring  his  attendasee  there, 
and  without  a  passport,  AouU  be  held  to  aeeutdf  for 
his  good  behaviour,  as  a  person  su^iectad,  «pon  pioba- 
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ble  eftQM^  to  he  engaged  im  «n  vatewfol  ind%  €ft  in- 
tereoarM  with  the  enemy* 

4.  The  mUitia  and  azmy  of  the  United  8tetefl»  on 
the  fionCier,  should  be  anthoriied,  under  proper  regu- 
latione,  to  oo-operate  with  the  civil  maf^tatee,  and 
offieem  of  the  customs,  in  aeiziog  and  securing  per- 
sons engaged  in  an  unlawftd  trade,  or  intereourM  with 
the  enemy,  together  with  the  articles  and  Yehides  em- 
ployed in  such  trade,  or  intercourse. 

6.  A  more  efleetuei  pro^dnon  sfaoold  be  made  finr 
traneferring,  IroM  the  9tate  oeorts  to  the  Federal  courts, 
suits  brought  agniflst  persens  exerdsnig  an  authority 
under  the  United  Stales,  so  that  sveh  suHs  may  be 
trensferred,  as  Men  as  eewveniently  may  be,  after  they 
are  commenced. 

6.  Treason  biiagdeABed  by  the  CeastitutioB^  and 
misprision  of  tieetua  betag  ■&  ofienoe  which  i»  neces- 
■arily  founded  upon  tlMi  defiaKieB,  mei^  ptadtasi,  of 
a  treasonable  neiure  and  ettel,  whidk  eannet  he  con- 
fltitolfOBally  daased  with  tisason,  aie  UMNtieed  in 
our  penal  code.  An  set  of  Oongrew  deebring  soA 
practices  to  be  mi^dsmeB■sn^  and  punishiDg  diem 
with  fine  and  aMrissninent,  would,  psrha^  be  the 
most  effiwtnal  mode  ef  eorseetiag  theeiUs  anstng  fiom 
an  intercourse  ^Ml  the  enemy. 

The  papers  that  wste  seeeived  from  tiie  committee, 
are  now  returned ;  and  I  embrace  the  opportosity  to 
repeat  the  assurances  of  the  sinesM  reepecl«  with  which 
I  hsTo  the  honor  to  be,  sii^yeur  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

J.  W.  Efvss,  £i^.,  Chairman,  4'c. 

LOAN8,  THEABURT  NOTBB,  dtc. 

Tke  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppbb,  of  Yir- 
sinia,  resolved  iuelf  into  a  CoiaiBiuee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  sapptetnenUil  to  theaet  au- 
thorizing a  loan  for  twenty «fi;ve  cniUiona,  tod  the 
act  lately  passed^  aotberisifng  a  hmn  of  ihate  mil- 
lions for  the  aarviee  of  the  carrant  ya«r. 

[Thefint  section  of  the  bill  authorises  the  Seeretaiy 
of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  accept  Treasury  notes  to 
be  prepared,  signed,  and  iMued,  for,  and  in  iieu»  of  so 
much  of  the  sum  authorized  to  be  bonowed  on  the 
credit  ef  the  United  States,  by  Uie  twenty-five  million 
and  three  million  loan  acts,  as  has  not  been  borrowed 
or  otherwias  employed  in  the  issue  of  the  Treasury 
notes  acsolding  to  law,  provided  the  whole  amount  so 
to  be  issued  shall  not  exceed  97,600,000,  and  applied 
to  the  sane  uses  as  the  loans  so  authothEod  were  in- 
tended to  be  applied. 

The  Beeond  section  authorises  the  issuing  of  Txea- 
sary  notes  in  tike  manner  for  a  further  sum  jof  dirae 
millions,  to  defray  the  ezpeascs  of  the  War  Depaitment 
for  the  remainder  of  this  year,  and  one  miUioa  lor  the 
Navy  Department. 

The  third,  fiuifik,  J^K  ^Bod  mmOk  sections  provide 
these  Treasury  notei  shall  be  in  the  same  fern  and 
possess  the  seoiB  qusHtini  as  the  Treasury  notes 
already  authorised,  be  redeerndble  in  saafS  asamer, 
a|)propriates  money  therefor,  dec.,  as  well  as  hr  the 
enpeaaee  ef  issuing  and  distributing  said  notes  and  for 
ptthiAfaig  counterfeits  thereof.] 

The  bill  having  been  read  through — 

Mr.  Epp£8  quoted  eztracu  from  the  letter  last 
Beoeired  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasttxjry 
whicll  IB  given  at  It ogtb,  viz : 


Washikotoit,  December  8,  1814. 

Sia :  Your  letter  of  the  S7th  of  November  has  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  I 
am  instructed  to  ask  for  the  amount  of  the  payments 
to  be  made  during  the  present  quarter,  on  account  of 
the  public  debt;  the  funds  prepared  to  meet  those 
payments,  and  any  other  information  which  may  ena- 
ble the  committee  to  decide  as  to  the  necessity  of 
adopting  additional  measures  for  meeting  the  public 
engagements  during  the  present  qusrter  ef  the  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient, 

JOHN  W.  EPPE8. 

Hon.  Mr.  Dalxas,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

TasAauaT  DxFAanuiT,  Dee.  3, 1814. 

8n :  I  have  the  boner  to  acknowledge  the  recent  of 
your  letter,  dated  this  morning,  stating  that  mine  of 
the  87th  ef  November,  addressed  to  the  committee  on 
a  natioaal  bank,  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

In  my  communications  to  the  committees  of  Con- 
gress, 1  have  never  been  disposed  to  disguise  the  em- 
barrassments of  the  Treasury.  A  firimk  and  lull 
development  of  existing  evUs  will  always,  I  hope,  be 
best  calculated  to  secure  the  attention  and  exertion  of 
the  public  authorities ;  and,  with  legislative  aid,  I  am 
still  confident,  thst  all  the  difficulties  of  a  deficient 
revenue,  a  suspended  circulating  medium,  and  a  de- 
preised  credit,  may  be  speedily  and  completely  over- 
come. My  only  apprehension  arises  from  the  lapse  of 
time ;  ss  a  remedy  which  would  be  effectual  to-day, 
will,  perhaps,  only  serve  to  increase  the  disorder  to- 


In  answerin^the  inquiiSee  of  your  letter,  permit  me 
t»  state :  1st  The  amount  of  the  payments  whldh 
were  to  be  made  during  the  whole  of  the  present 
quarter  on  seeount  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  Ihads 
pTBpated,  or  spfHIcable  to  meet  those  payments ;  8d. 
The  payments  that  remtdn  to  be  made,  atra  the  fonda 
that  remain  to  meet  them,  for  the  veodue  ef  the  qaaiv 
ter;  and,  9d.  General  infermaliott,  in  relation  toaddl- 
tional  measures  for  meetiBg  the  pubtio  engagements* 

f%r$t  Point. 

It  is  rsmeotfnlly  stated*  agieeaUy  te  an  estimite 
which,  was  formed  on  the  4th  of  October,  1814 : 

Bn. 

I.  That,  during  the  quarter  commencing  .the  lal  tf 
October,  1814,  and  ending  the  1st  of  January,  1815, 
including  both  days,  tiiete  wes  payable,  for  the 
principal  and  interest  ef  Treasury  notes,  during  the 
'whele  naartur,  oUsfljr  at  Bostan,  Mew  York,  and 
PhilaJelphia„as«Bief   -  -$4^7,068  80 

8*  That,  during  the  eMM  pcnod,  there 
waa  imyafale,  for  ike  principal  aad  • 

inteiMt  of  temponury  loans,  at  Bos- 
ton, Bsltimoie,  and  Chadealoo»  the 
«um  of  -        .        -        -        •        .       771,186  00 

3.  That,  during  the  same  penad,  there  ^ 

was  payable,  in  dividends  upon  the 
pabbc  funded  debt,  at  the  several 
loan  offices,  the  sum  of   -        -        -    1,900,000  00 


74^il84  80 


Cb« 


1.  That  there  were  bank  •^•J'l^  . 
tared  throughout  the  V»^  8*^ 
on  the  1st  of  Oelobeiv  i8l4,amettnW 


ing,  by  estimats^  to 


*%ft^««HI00 
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2.  That  there  was  receivable  from  the 
customs,  daring  the  whole  quarter, 

the  sum  of      ....        -$1,800,00000 

3.  That  there  was  receivable,  on  ac- 
count of  the  sales  of  public  lands, 

during  the  same  period,  a  sum  of    -       160,000  00 

4.  That  there  was  receivable,  on  ac- 
count of  internal  duties  and  direct 
taxes,  during  the  same  period,  a  sum 

of  about 900,000  00 

6.  That  there  was  receivable,  on  ac- 
count of  loans,  during  the  same  pe- 
riod, a  sum  of         ....    1,700,000  00 

6.  That  there  might  be  obtained,  upon 
an  issue  of  Treasury  notes,  during 
the  same  period,  a  sum  of  about      -    2,600,000  00 

9,560,000  00 


From  which  it  results : 

1.  That  the  amount  of  the  whole  pay- 
ments, for  dividends  of  public  oebt, 
for  temporary  loans,  and  for  Treasu- 
ry notes,  during  the  whole  of  the 

current  quarter,  was        •        -        -$7,128,194  80 

2.  That  the  amount  of  the  whole  of 
the  estimated  receipts  of  the  Treas- 
ury, was 9,560,000  00 


Leaving  a  surplus  of  receipts  of      -   2,431,805  20 


It  is  believed  that  this  estimate,  which  is  formed 
upon  official  facts  and  experience,  would  have  been 
•ubstantially  realised  in  the  event,  if  the  banks  had 
not  suddenly  determined  to  suspend  their  payments 
in  specie,  out  for  that  occurrence,  the  dividend  on 
the  public  debt  would  have  been  punctually  paid  to 
the  individual  creditors  at  Boston  on  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber last;  the  transfer  of  the  public  funds,  from  one 
place  to  another  place,  in  order  to  meet  the  public  en- 
gagements, would  have  continued  easy  ana  certain ; 
the  credit  and  use  of  Treasury  notes,  (limited  to  the 
specified  amount,)  would,  probably,  have  been  pre- 
eerved,  and  the  revenue  arising  from  duties  and  taxes 
would  not  have  been  materially  intercepted,  if  at  all, 
in  its  passage  to  the  Treasury,  by  payments  in  Treas- 
aiy  notes. 

Second  Point, 
Dm. 

1.  That,  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  Treaeury 
notes,  payable  during  the  present  quarter,  and  which 
have  already  fallen  due,  there  remains,  on  this  day, 
unpaid,  at  the  places  mentioned  in  the  schedule  A, 
the  sum  of $1,902,680  80 

2.  That  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  Treasury  notes,  which  will  be* 

**come  due  on  or  before  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1815,  at  the  places  mentioned 

in  the  schedule  B,  amount  to  -  .  1,248,720  00 
8.  That  the  dividends  on  the  public 

debt,  payable  on  the  1st  of  January, 

1815,  at  the  places   mentioned  in 

schedule  G,  amount  to  the  sum  of  -  1,873,000  00 
4.  That  the  principal  and  interest  of 

temporary  loans,  payable  during  the 

present  quarter,  and  contracted  at 

the  Treasury,  in  part  exectttion  of 

the  authority  granted  by  the  act  of 


Congress  passed  the  1 4th  of  March, 
1812,  and  payable  at  Boston  on  the 
15th  and  31st  of  December,  amount 
to 


506,875  00 
$5,526,275  80 


Cm. 


1.  That,  on  the  28th  ultimo,  there  were 
bank  credits,  in  the  banks  specified 
in  the  schedule  D,  applicable  to  the 
payment  of  the  pabbc  debc»  during 
the  present  qaarter,  (dedociing  the 
amount  of  bank  crediu  ($818,000) 
which,  as  it  eoold  not  be  timusfeitod 
lor  the  pajrment  of  pnbUe  debl,  has 
been  recently  apptied  to  the  »ppn>- 
priationa  for  the  War  nnd  Navy  Do- 
partmenls,)  amounting  to       -       •  $2^3,387  13 

2.  That  the  amoont  receivaMa  during 
the  remainder  of  the  praeent  year, 
on  account  of  the  loan  of  aiz  mil- 
lions,  applicable,  also,  to  the  pay- 
ment  of  the  public  debt,  if  no  fiJl- 

nre  in  payment  occurs,  will  he  about       450,000  00 

3.  That  the  estimated  amount,  re- 
ceivable during  the  remainder  of  the 
preeent  year,  on  account  of  customay 
applicable,  also,  to  the  payment  of 
the  public  debt,  (subject,  however,  to 
various  contingencies,  such  as  the 
non-payment  of  bonds,  the  payment 
of  bonds  in  Treasury  notes,  &c.)  may 

be  stated  at 350,000  00 

4.  The  estimated  amount,  receivable 
during  the  remainder  of  the  present 
year,  on  account  of  the  aales  of  pub- 
lic lands,  subject,  however,  to  con- 
tingent payment  in  Treasury  notes, 

may  be  sUted  at     -        •        -        -       150,000  00 

5.  The  estimated  amount,  receivable 
during  the  remainder  of  the  present 
year,  for  internal  duties  ana  direct 
tax,  subject,  however,  to  contingent 
payment  in  Treasury  notes,  may  be 

sUted  at 450,000  00 


3,772;W7  13 


From  this  second  view  of  the  debit  and  credit  of  the 
account,  limited  merely  to  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt  becoming  due  for  the  residue  of  the  present 
quarter,  it  appears — 

1.  That  the  debt  amounts  to  the  sum  of  $5^526,275  80 

2.  That  the  resources  to  pay  the  deb^ 
(excluding  the  sum  applied  to  the 
Army  and  Navy  Departments,  as  be* 
fore  stated,  and  excluding  the  poosi* 
ble  proceeds  of  new  loans,  and  new 
issues  of  Treasury  notes,  for  the 
single  purpose  of  paying  public  debt,) 

amount  to 8,772,287  13 


1,753,988  67 


The  difference  between  the  results  of  the  flite- 
ments,  under  the  first  and  the  second  points,  wffl  be 
accounted  for,  by  the  unexpected  efiect  of  payments 
in  Treasury  notoa,  on  accoont  of  datio^  Uam^  tnd 
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land ;  bjr  tbe  total  cenation  ef  the  qm  of  Tzeworj 
notes,  either  to  pay  the  pablic  eredltora  or  to  raiae 
monej ;  and  by  an  unaYoidable  ▼ariance  in  eetimates, 
depending  npon  a  variance  in  the  atate  of  infonnation 
at  the  Treaaory.  A  priority  of  payment  may  be 
juwitly  claimed  by  the  holdera  of  the  funded  debt ;  and, 
therefore,  it  ia  proper  to  add — 

1.  That  the  amount  of  public  credita,  aa  estimated  in 
the  preceding  statement,  is  the  sum 

of $3,772,287  13 

2.  That  the  amount  of  the  drvidend, 
on  the  old  and  new  funded  debt,  pay- 
able on  the  Ist  of  January,  1815,  is 

the  sum  of      -        •        •        -        •     1,878,000  00 


3.  And  that,  conaequently,  the  surplus 
of  the  resources,  after  satisfying  that 
single  object,  is  the  sum  of      -        - 


1,899,287  13 


It  will  be  obeerred  that  these  estimatea  do  not  in- 
dade,  as  an  item  of  the  debt,  the  dividend  on  the 
fanded  debt,  amounting  to  two  hundred  thouaand  dol- 
lars, which  was  not  actually  paid  to  the  individual 
creditors  at  Boston  on  the  1st  of  October  last.  But  it 
is  omitted,  because  an  adequate  fund  in  the  State 
bank  was  seasonably  provided  for  the  oocaaion,  and 
the  usual  Treasuiy  dnft  was  issued  in  fiivor  of  the 
Commisfloner  of  I^ans,  so  aa  to  deduct  a  eorreapond- 
ing  amount  from  the  bank  credits  of  the  Government. 
The  State  bank  declined,  for  several  reaaona,  (which 
it  is  tinnscesaary  to  repeat,)  paying  in  coin,  or  in  bank 
notes,  and  most  of  the  public  creditors  refused  to  ac- 
eept  the  Treaaury  notes,  which  the  bank  offered  to 
thena  aa  an  alternative  payment  It  ia  not  conaidered 
that,  under  these  drcumstances,  connected  with  the 
general  state  of  the  circulating  medium,  (which  places 
the  power  of  the  Government  to.  meet  its  engage- 
ments, on  the  same  footing  with  the  power  of  the 
most  opulent  of  its  citizens,)  there  can  exist  any  just 
reproach  upon  the  public  credit,  or  resources.  But, 
nevertheless,  effi>rts  have  been  anxiously  made  by  tins 
department,  and  are  still  in  operation,  to  satisfy  the 
public  creditors,  independent  of  the  fund  which  was 
originally  set  apart,  and  which  still  remains  on  depos- 
its at  the  State  bank,  by  all  the  remaining  means  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Treasury. 

'^atf  on  the  other  hand,  have  I  included  in  the  state- 
ment of  our  reaouroea  to  pay  the  public  debt,  the  un- 
executed authority  to  borrow  upon  public  loans,  and 
to  issue  Treasury  notes.  I  have  only  included  the 
items  of  revenue,  which,  in  ordinary  times,  would  be 
deemed  certain  and  ei&ctive;  reserving  any  surplus  of 
those  items,  with  the  loan  and  the  Treasury  notes»  to 
meet  the  general  appropriations  for  the  public  service 

Third  Point. 

It  Is  respectfully  stated,  that  the  non-payment  of  the 
Treasury  notes,  and  the  haxard  of  not  being  able  to  pay 
the  dividend  on  the  public  debt,  according  to  the  re- 
spective contracts,  was  chiefly  (I  believe  entirely)  owing 
to  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  at  the  banks,  and 
the  consequent  impracticability  of  transferring  the  pub- 


lie  funda,  from  the  place  in  which  they  were  deposited 
to  the  place  in  which  they  were  wanted.  I  have  en- 
deavored, therefore,  to  induce  the  banks,  as  an  act  of 
justice,  not  inconsistent  with  their  interest  or  their  pol- 
icy, to  assist  in  alleviating  the  fiacal  embarrassments  of 
the  Government,  which  they  have  thus  contributed  to 
produce.  The  answers  to  my  last  proposition  (of  which 
a  copy  is  annexed,  in  schedule  £.)  have  not  been  re- 
ceived. But  the  danger  of  depending  upon  gratuitous 
aids  (of  depending,  indeed,  upon  anything  but  the 
wiidom  and  the  vigilance  of  Congreaa,)  mi^es,  with 
every  day's  experience,  a  deeper  impreasion  upon  the 
mind.  In  speaking,  therefore,  of  additional  meaanres 
for  masting  the  public  engagements  during  the  present 
quarter  of  the  year,  I  derive  great  aatbfaction  in  le- 
necting  upon  the  inevitable  and  immediate  e^t  of  the 
legislative  sanction  (even  ao  fiv  as  it  has  already  been 
given)  to  a  aettled  and  productive  system  of  taxes,  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Government  and  maintain- 
ing the  proper  credit  This  policy,  embracing  in  its 
courss  the  introduction  of  a  national  cireulating  me- 
dium, and  the  proper  facilities  for  anticipating,  collect- 
ing, and  distributing  the  public  revenue,  will  at  once 
enliven  the  public  credit ;  and  even  the  existing  re- 
sources of  the  present  quarter  must  ripen  and  expand 
under  an  influence  so  auspicious.  But  something  may 
be  conveniently  and  usefully  added,  for  instance— 

1.  A  discretionary  authority  may  be  given,  by  law, 
to  iasue  Treasury  notes  for  the  amount  of  the  sums  now 
authorised  to  be  raised  by  law. 

2.  An  authority  may  be  given,  by  law,  to  tranafer 
bank  credits  from  one  place  to  another  place,  in  order 
to  meet  the  public  engagements,  allowing  a  reasonable 
rate  of  exchange. 

3.  Appropriations  may  be  made,  by  law,  to  defray 
the  extra  expenses  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments, 
during  the  present  year;  and  a  general  authority  may 
be  given  to  borrow,  or  to  issue  Treasury  notes,  to  sup- 
ply any  deficiencies  in  former  appropriatioaa  for  those 
Departments,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debt, 
the  Treaaury  notes,  and  the  civil  hat. 

The  present  opportunity  enables  me  to  aaaure  you, 
sir,  that  I  am  proparing,  with  all  poatible  diligence,  to 
report  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  apon  the 
subjects  which  they  have  been  pleased  to  confide  to 
me — 

1.  The  tax  Ulla  are  numerona,  new  in  aome  of  their 
principles,  and  complicated  in  most  of  their  details; 
nor  are  the  best  sources  of  information  at  hand.  Thsy 
will,  however,  be  draughted,  and  sent  to  the  comoiit- 
tee  in  succession. 

2.  The  plan  for  establishing  a  competSDt  sinking 
fund  is  under  eonsiderition,  and  wUl,  probablr,  be  ready 
to  be  reported  beforo  the  tax  biOs  aro  pasaed. 

3.  The  eatimatea  for  the  expenaes  of  1816,  the  an- 
nual appropriation  bill,  and  the  bills  to  authorise  a 
loan,  and  issue  of  Treasury  notes  for  that  year,  are, 
also,  objects  of  sttsntion* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

Joay  W.  Efpxs,  Esq., 

Chairman  Com,  of  Ways  and  Means. 
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A. 


Scheduk  of  Treasury  nata  which  heme  already  faOen  due,  and  remain  unpaid,  tki»  ^  day  o^ 


,  1914. 


Wbm  pa^jAhb. 

Wiien  payabk. 

PrindpaL 

lotareat 

Total. 

Plitladdphia 

Do.      -       •        - 

Vmm  TaA  •         •          • 

1814,  Novomber  1    - 
1814^  Daesmbar  1    - 

$269,000 

670»000 
600,000 

$14,fiS6  00 
19,774  80 

ao,7iooo 

8M60  00 

t983|in6  00 

385,974  80 
C00,190  00 

8XMM4M> 

0OVIOI1              •             •             • 

1 

tl,806>QOO 

$97,480  80 

$l,SMNMiaOtt 

B. 

Seheduie  tf  TVeamry  neit»  beeomimg  due  m  m^  h^re  the  fini  of  January,  1816. 


Wbere  payable. 


NowYoik  - 
PbiUdoIi^iU 
Boaton 
Now  York  - 
Philadelpbia 


Wbon  payable. 


1814,  Docombor  11 


1814,  Docomber  81 

1815,  Januaiy       1 


Mncipal. 


flOO.OOO 
600,000 

400,060 
00,600 


•1,180,000 


f6,460 
SS^MO 

1,690 
31,600 

2,700 


f66,7S0 


ToloL 


661,400 

61,6S6 

461,600 

es,7«o 


tl,9M,796 


C. 

Eatimatad  amount  of  tbo  divideadi  on  tbe  domeatie 
foodod  debt  of  tbe  United  States,  payable  on  tbe 
fintof  Janaafy»  1816. 

At  Portnootbt  N.  H.           .       .       •  f  1M60 

Boaton 860M0 

Providence 30,000 

Haitftnl             .....  37,000 

JfwYorlL 636/100 

Tranton            .....  o^poo 
RUIaMpbia,       in^vdittg  atooba   on 

Treaaury  booka        ....  646^000 

WSkninfton,  Mawm      .  1,000 

BaMiman  t36«000 

Ricbaottd 60^000 

RaWgb             6,i«0 

Cbarleaton 86/100 

iSatvanaOi 6^00 

IVotmyat  Wa8hin(loa»  axdnnve  of 4ftv- 

ideadaiMMbloAtPbiladelnbia           •  66UI0O 

fi^a/MO 

NoTK. — From  tbe  dailjr  tranafeni  of  atook,  ftom  one 
loan  office  to  «notber,  it  n  impoaaibie  at  tbia  time  to 
eatimate,  witb  precision,  tbe  amount  wbicb  will  be 
payable  at  eacb  loan  office  on  tbe  6nt  of  Jannary 
neit.  Tbe  §koye  may  be  oonaidered  aa  near  tbe  soma 
wbicb  wUl  be  payable,  nnleaa  tbe  removal  of  atock 
abould,  in  the  meantime,  be  unnaually  large. 

D. 

Cash  in  the  several  banks,  according  to  tbe  atate  of 
the  information  at  tbe  Treasury,  on  tbe  38th  of  Novem« 
ber,  1814,  after  deducting  moneys  in  tbe  Southern 


and  Weatem  banks,  aasigned  to  the  8ecretMiea  of 
the  War  and  Navy  Departncoli,  in  -conseoocnce  of 
their  being  tranafemble  from  the  plaeea  of  deposits 
to  the  places  of  payment  of  the  poblie  debt,  anionBt- 
ing  to  eight  hundred  and  Uiiileen  thonaand  doBan. 

f9,723  13 

A»7fiO  00 

34»817  79 

i;^043  18 

12^7  39 

1^215  83 

34,376  88 

13,366  57 

43,738  99 

16/181  IS 

40,730  17 

18,369  08 

378,788  46 
16,433  58 

333,896  14 
34;254  06 
94^668  63 
376  67 
91Q  .68 
65,368  16 
18,313  19 

638,694  51 
67,067  83 

11,609  eo 

341,974  36 


BnthBank 

Jf\i^ft}\fi  yiaypjit  Balb  -       •       •       - 

Cumberiand  fiiaok.  Portland 

Poxtland  Ban^ 

Ne^  Hampsbicp  Union  Bank   - 

SacoBank 

Merchants*  Bank,  Salem    .       -        - 
Boger  WiUiama'a  Bank     • 
Newpost  Bnnk         .... 
New  Haven  Bank    -        -       •       - 
New  York  Slate  Bank,  Albany  - 
Mechanics  And'Farmers'  Bank*  Albany 
Manhattan  Company        ... 
Branch  Bank  of  do.,  Utica 
Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York     - 
City  Bank,  New  York       - 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania       .        .        . 
Farmers  and  Meqbanics'  Bank*  Fbilad'n 
Branch  Baad^^  Pittrimrg    -       .       - 
Bank  of  Baltunore    .... 
Commercial  and  Farmem'  Bank,  Bait. 
Mechanics'  Bank,  Baltimore 
Waahington      ..... 
Metropolis         ..... 

Columbia 

Farmers  and  Mecbanica*  B'k,  George- 
town      

Unbn  Bank,  Georgetown  -       -       • 
Mecbanica'  Bank  i  Alexandria 
Bank  of  Potomac,  Alexandria    - 
Bank  of 


696  48 

37,661  46 

6,000  00 

15^000  00 

8&/)30  36 
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Branch  of  do^  at  N«rfoik  - 

- 

373  S*! 

State  Bank,  Raleigh  - 

- 

366  93 

Branch  of  do.,  Salisbury   • 

• 

6,263  88 

Bruch  of  do.»  Wilmington 

- 

5,502  33 

Bank  of  Cape  Fear    ... 

• 

1.697  26 

Planters  and  Mechanica'  B%CharIest'n 

101,235  28 

Bank  of  South  Carolina    - 

22,712  50 

Union  Bank,  South  Carolina     - 

14,028  47 

Planters'  Bank,  Savannah 

102  98 

Bank  of  Kentucky     -        -        - 

9,174  70 

Branch  of  do.,  at  KuHellTille     - 

1,247  61 

Branch  of  do.,  at  LouiiTiUe 

699  01 

BankofChilicothe    • 

9,866  08 

Miami  Exporting  Company,  Cincinnati 

90,110  89 

Loaieiana  Bank         ... 

• 

66^614  93 

$3,872,287  13 

Schedule  E.— [Circular.] 

T»BAauBT  DKrABTMBHT,  Nov.  36,  1814. 

8ik:   The  sadden  determination  of  moat  of  the 
bmnka^  in  wfaidi  the  depoettea  of  public  money  were 
made,  to  refoae  payment  of  their  notea  and  of  drafti 
upon  them,  in  apede,  deprived  the  Goyernment  of  the 
nae  of  its  gold  and  silver,  without  any  act  or  assent  on 
the  part  of  the  Treaanry.    The  equally  sudden  deter- 
mination of  the  banks  of  each  State  to  refuse  credit 
and  cifcolation  to  the  notes  issued  in  other  States,  de- 
prived the  Government,  without  its  participation,  of 
the  only  means  that  were  possessed  for  tranaferring  its 
funds  from  the  placea  in  which  they  lay  inactive  to 
the  places  in  which  they  were  wanted,  for  the  payment 
of  the  dividenda  on  the  funded  debt,  and  the  discharge 
of  Treasury  notes.     It  waa  the  inevitable  result  of 
these  transactions,  that  the  bank  credita  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  soon  exhausted  in  Boston,  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  dec,  where  the  principal  loan  offices  for 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt  were  established ;  and 
that  the  Government  ahould  be  unable  to  aatisfy  its 
engagements  in  those  dttes,  unless  the  public  credit- 
ors  would  receive  drafts  on  banks  in  other  States,  or 
would  subsoribe  the  amount  of  their  claims  to  a  public 
loan»  or  would  accept  a  payment  in  Treasury  notes. 
It  was  not  unreasonable,  indeed,  to  hope  that  the 
banks,  whose  conduct  had  produced  the  existing  em- 
barrassment, would  cheerfully  afibrd  aome  alleviating 
accommodation  to  the  Government;  but  every  attempt 
to  realize  that  hope  has  hitherto  failed.    Even,  how- 
ever, if  the  preaent  application  should  alao  be  unsuc- 
xeasfal,  I  think  I  may  raly  on  the  intelligence  and  can- 
dor of  our  fellow-dtizens  to  vindicate  the  Government 
from  any  reproach,  for  the  want  of  good  faith,  or  of  ea- 
sential  resources  to  maintain  the  public  credit.    The 
eventa  which  have  occurred  the  Government  could 
neither  avert  nor  control. 

Under  theae  drcumstancea,  I  have  deemed  it  a  duty 
to  the  public,  and  to  myself,  to  request  the  attention  of 
the  banka,"  which  have  acted  as  agenta  of  the  Treasury 
in  the  receipt  and  distribution  of  public  money,  to  the 
following  propositions : 

I.  That  the  banks  ahall  assist  the  Government  with 
the  means  of  discharging  the  Treasury  notes,  and  pay- 
ing the  dividenda  of  public  debt  during  the  preaent 
quarter,  at  the  loan  office  of  their  respective  States.  A 
great  portion,  both  of  the  Treasury  notes  and  public 
debt,  belongs  to  the  banks  respectively ;  and,  so  far, 
nothing  more  than  a  protracted  credit  will  be  required. 

13ih  Con.  3(i  Sbss. — 25 


The  balance  of  the  demand  will  be  payable,  of  course, 
in  the  notea  of  the  respective  banka. 

2.  That,  to  aecure  and  aatasfy  ths  advances  thus  to 
be  made  by  the  banks,  respectively,  the  banka  shall  be 
admitted,  on  reasonable  terma,  to  subscribe  to  the  kwn 
of  three  millions  of  dollars ;  or  they  shall  receive  Treas- 
ury notes,  or  they  shall  receive  bank  notes,  or  drafia 
upon  banks  in  other  Statea.  If  any  bank  ahould  pre- 
fer accommodating  the  Treasury  with  a  temporary 
loan,  on  a  legal  interest,  this  course  may  be  puraited. 

I  will  thank  you,  air,  for  an  early  answer  to  this  prop- 
osition, and,  if  it  ahould  be  accepted,  I  will  immem- 
ately  make  the  necessary  arrangemento  to  carry  it  into 
efiect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec 

A.  J.  DALLA& 

Mr.  Eppes  then  explained  the  object  of  this  bill, 
which  was  to  carry  into  effect  the  Secretary's  re- 
commendations, except  that  part  which  relates  to 
the  transfer  of  funds  from  one  quarter  to  aootheri 
which  they  had  determined  to  postpone  until  the 
question  relating  to  a  National  Bank  should  have 
been  finally  actra  on,  dbc. 

The  blanks  in  (he  bill  were  then  filled,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Eppes,  with  seven  and  a  half  millions 
to  supply  the  possible  deficiency  in  the  two  loans, 
and  with  three  miUions  for  the  deficiency  io  the 
provision  for  the  military,  and  one  million  for  the 
deficiency  in  the  provision  for  the  naval  service 
for  the  remainder  of  the  present  year. 
^  No  debate  took  place  on  the  principle  of  the  bill. 
Some  discussion  and  amendment  took  place  on 
the  section  for  punishing  counterfeiters  of  the 
bills,  in  which  Messrs.  Gaston,  Ward,  and  Hop- 
kins of  Kentucky,  took  part. 

The  Committee  at  length  rose  and  reported  the 
bill;  which,  the  amendments  having  been  con- 
curred in,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bppbs,  on  the 
bill  making  further  appropriatioos'for  the  support 
of  the  Government  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year. 

Mr.  Eppss  read  a  letter  he  had  received  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  deficiency 
of  appropriations  io  that  department ;  from  which 
it  appeared  that  though  it  was  impO!»ible  to  as- 
certain with  precision  at  this  time  the  number  of 
militia  in  service  during  the  past  Summer,  there 
was  little  doubt  but  their  expenses  would  greatly 
exceed  the  appropriations  made  for  those  objects. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bppbs,  the  blanks  in  this  bill 
were  then  filled  with  three  millions  for  the  Mili- 
tary department,  one  million  for  the  Naval  de- 
partment, and  other  sums  for  the  expenses  of  Con- 
gress, &^, 

And  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill ; 
which,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  tnird  reading. 

MILITIA  DRAUGHTS. 

The  remainder  of  this  day'*  »'»»nfi[  was  occu- 
pied in  Commiiteeof  the  Whole,  on  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  authorizing  ihe  Presidem  lo  caU 
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into  serrice  80,430  militia  for  the  defence  of  the 
United  States. 

The  first  of  the  amendments  reported  by  the^ 
select  committee  which  came  under  consideration, 
was  that  authorizing  the  President,  on  failure  of 
the  Governors  of  the  several  States  to  comply 
with  the  requisition,  to  call  directly  on  the  offi- 
cers of  the  militia  to  cause  the  draught  to  be 
made.  This  amendment  was  supported  by  Mr. 
JoBNSON,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Robebt801i,  and 
Mr.  Troup,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Pbar80m.  It 
was  agreed  to,  ayes  90. 

The  next  amendment  goes  to  change  the  wh<^ 
rate  of  apportionment,  so  as  to  fix  it  on  the  princi- 
ple of  free  population,  as  ascertained  by  the  last 
census,  instead  of  the  principle  of  representation, 
as  if  It  were  a  direct  tax,  on  which  principle 
the  apportionment  was  fixed  in  the  bill  by  the 
Senate. 

This  amendment  was  opposed,  on  opposite 

gronnds,  however,  by  Mr.  Fibk,  of  New  York, 
Ir.  Calhoun.  Mr.  Inoersoll,  and  Mr.  Forsyth, 
and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Gholson,  Troup,  and 
Pearson.  This  amendment  was  also  agreed  to. 
[The  quota  of  the  District  of  Columbia  is  hereby 
reduced  to  263  instead  of  430.]  Other  amendments 
were  proposed,  and  further  discussion  took  place. 
The  Committee  rose,  without  having  gone 
through  the  bill,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  December  8. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
enclosing  copies  of  the  returns  for  members  of 
Congress  for  the  district  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Lancaster,  Dauphin,  and  Lebanon,  and  for  the 
district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Chester  and 
Montgomery,  in  that  State.— Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio, 

Bemdvedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  subdividing  the  quarter  sections  of  the  lands  of 
Che  United  States. 

Eemdvedf  That  the  said  Committee  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  makins  provision,  by  law,  for 
the  sale  of  sections  heretofore  reserved  for  the  fu- 
ture disposition  of  Congress,  and  not  sold  or  other- 
wise disposed  of  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  on  the  same 
terms  and  at  the  same  price  that  other  public 
lands  are  offered  for  sale  at  the  respective  land 
offices  within  the  State. 

Beached^  That  the  said  Committee  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  attaching  to  the  Canton 
District,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land 
extending  one  mile  in  width  on  each  side  of  the 
rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  West- 
ern line  of  the  Connecticut  Reserve,  which,  by 
a  late  treaty  at  Brownstown,  in  the  Michigan 
Territory,  with  certain  Indian  tribes,  was  ceded 
to  the  United  States. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  acts 
authorizing  a  loan  for  the  several  sums  of  twenty- 
five  millions  of  dollars  and  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars, was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  additional  appropria- 


tions for  the  service  of  the  ycftr  1814,  wastetd 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^forflie  relief 
of  John  C.  Hurlburt,  of  Chatham,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,"  in  which  they  ask  the  coaearreoce 
of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  also  pessed  the 
bill  "to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  spirits  dis- 
tilled within  the  United  States,  and  by  amending 
the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distiUeis  of 
spirituous  liquors,"  with  amendmeau ;  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  Houae. 

MILITIA  DRAUGHTS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  tiie 
bill  from  the  Senate  "  to  authorize  the  Presideot 
of  the  United  States  to  call  upon  the  sevenl 
States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their  respective 

?[U0ta8  of  80,430  militia,  for  the  ikfeoce  of  the 
rentiers  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  LswiB,  of  Virginia,  rose  %md  said:  He 
wiilied  to  offer  an  anendmeat  to  the  biU,  whick 
he  deemed  of  the  first  importance*  There  existed 
throughoat  this  country  a  class. of  iadvstnoiis. 
respectable, and  highly  meritoriovs  citizeBS,  whose 
religion  forbade  them  to  enffage  in  this  trade  of 
war.  From  the  time  when  the  Christian  religion 
was  promulged,  however  Strang  the  fmci  mifhi 
appear  to  those  whose  business  is  the  destrocrioa 
of  oar  racej  there  have  always  existed  thousands 
who  held  it  a  most  sacred  duty  not  to  imbrue 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of  iheir  brethren,  simply 
because  their  rulers  had  been  pleased  to  declare 
them  enemies.  The  history  oi  centuries  would 
prove  that  this  was  no  theory,  no  speculative  vis- 
ion. It  was  an  article  of  Christian  faith,  deemed 
a  command  of  the  Most  High;  and  thousand's  of 
these  pacific  Christians  have  attested  the  sincer- 
ity of  their  faith  and  their  pnctiee  at  the  stake 
and  on  the  scaffold.  The  biiioa  the  table,  Mr.  L. 
said,  made  no  excepttoas  as  to  these  noiseless. 
though  numerous.  ChristisBs.  They  were  sub- 
ject to  be  draughted  into  tke  mnKs  of  death, 
there  to  cootinoe  for  a  jrear;  and  if  ihey  refused 
the  call,  they  were  sulyeeted  tu  all  the  rigorous 

C^nalties  of  the  law.  in  most  of  the  States,  Mr. 
.  said,  he  believed  those  men  were  excused  from 
any  kind  of  militia  doty  whatever,  by  paying  a 
certain  annual  tax  deemed  equivalent  to  their 
personal  services.  He  believed,  with  the  excep* 
tion  of  Virginia,  there  was  not  a  State  in  the 
Union  that  did  not  suffer  these  peaceful  Chris- 
tians, in  some  way,  to  be  exempted  from  mib'tary 
service.  The  militia  laws  of  Virginia  exact  the 
same  personal  services  from  them  as  from  others. 
None  are  exempted  on  aooouot  of  religious  faith 
and  conscientious  scruples.  Their  fines  and  pen- 
alties for  neglect  or  refusal  are  highly  severe,  and, 
in  general,  are  rigorously  executed. 

The  courts  martial  have,  it  is  trae,  disere- 
tionary  powers,  as  relates  to  fines;  but  thst  dis- 
cretion is  generally  exercised  rather  to  punisli 
than  protect  all  who  cannot  join  in  the  ranks. 
There  was  a  practice,  founded  on  the  law  of  the 
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State,  so  inghly  onjost  4ttd  oppressive  in  its  ope- 
ration to  these  peaceful  eittzeos,  that  he  was  as- 
tonished it  sboald  be  endared  in  an  enlightened 
community.  When  once  draughted  or  called  to 
senrice,  in  case  of -failure  to  obey,  which  must  al- 
wars  happen  to  this  peoi:^e,  a  heavy  fine  is  levied 
ana  collected.  The  delinquent  is  immediately 
placed  on  the  next  class  for  another  draught,  is 
again,  of  course,  delinquent,  and  again  heavily 
fined.  This  call,  or  draught,  is  sometimes  re- 
peatedly made  in  quick  siiecession,  and  fines  accu- 
mulate to  an  amount  which  reduce  the  most  afflu- 
ent to  distress,  ami  those  of  competent  fortune  to 
entire  ruin. 

It  operates,  too,  most  oppressively  upon  those  of 
the  miiiiia  who  have  no  religious  scruples  as  to 
bearing  arms.  The  number  draughted  from  any 
particular  eoaipany  is  in  proportion  to  the  whole 
number  of  the  company,  although  it  is  composed 
half  of  men  whose  consciences  forbid  military 
service,  and  who,  of  course,  never  do,  and  never 
will,  serve;  yet  the  whole  number  is  called  forth, 
and  thtis,  while  these  Christians  are  ruined  by 
aceamulated  penalties,  the  residue  have  a  most 
oppressive  share  of  personal  service. 

Air.  L.  sard,  in  the  district  he  represented,  this 
description  of  their  condition  had  lately,  to  a 
great  extent,  been  realized.  The  fines  had  ac- 
cumulated to  an  amount  which  the  property  of 
those  oppressed  people  could  not  satisfy.  It,  of 
course,  must  be  sacrificed  under  the  marshal's 
hammer ;  and,  in  ease  of  d^ciency,  their  persons 
committed  to  prison  to  expiate  the  sin  of  serving 
their  Gtod  with  perseverance  and  pure  consciences. 
Mr.  L.  said,  when  be  viewed  the  benevolent  ge* 
nias  of  the  constitution  of  his  native  State,  the 
liberal  spirit  of  her  g^eneral  laws,  and  the'  mag- 
nanimous Justice  which  she  was  in  the  habit  of 
distributing  to  her  sons,  he  could  not  but  wonder 
that  this  stain  on  her  policy  and  her  justice  was 
suffered  to  remain.  It  was  in  direct  hostility  to 
her  own  spirit,  views,  and  declarations.  In  1788. 
when  ratifying  the  CoostitBtion  of  the  United 
Slates,  her  convention  'tendered  a  bill  of  rights 
to  the  UnioQ ;  and  this  was  the  19th  article  of 
that  bill :  **  That  any  person  religioasly  scrupu* 
'  iotts  of  bearmg  arms  ought  to  be  exempted,  upon 
<  pay  inent  of  an  equivalent^  and  another  employed 
'  in  his  stead."  Mr.  L«  said,  he  cited  from  mem- 
ory, but  was  sure  that  he  was  substantially  cor^ 
rect.  How  different  from  this  is  the  present  prac- 
tice ?  The  present  law  is  most  unequal  in  its 
operation ;  the  mass  of  the  militia,  having  no  re- 
ligious restraints,  could  perform  their  duty  in 
person,  or,  at  worsts  by  hiring  a  subititute ;  and 
a  tour  of  duty,  performed  in  either  way^  exone- 
rated them  from  further  ealU,  until  every  militia- 
man, of  every  class,  had,  in  his  turn,  gone  through 
the  same  process.  These  peaceful  Christians 
coald  not,  as  they  believed,  under  the  penalties 
of  eternal  perdition,  enter  your  ranks  in  arms,  and 
they  are  not  casuists  enough  to  believe  that  they 
may  innocently  do  that  by  substitute,  which  the 
Prince  of  Peace  has  forbidden  them  to  perform 
in  person.  They  cannot,  therefore,  deliver  them- 
selves from  the  constant  haramtng  of  marshals, 


and  fines  and  imprisonment.  In  every  class  they 
are  bound  to  take  a  chance  for  draught,  and,  if 
unsuccessful  in  every  class  and  upon  every 
draught,  they  are  sub|ected  to  a  round  of  suffer- 
ing and  oppression.  He  said  it  might  be  objected, 
that  his  amendment  would  interfere  with  State 
militia  laws  and  regulations.  He  denied  it ;  or, 
if  it  should,  so  did  all  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 
The  bill  contained  principles  in  open  violation  of 
the  State  rights ;  it  went  not  through  the  State 
executive,  but  directly  to  the  ranks  of  the  militia 
upon  a  certain  contingency.  It  made  direct  re- 
quisitions upon  those  ranks,  and  annexed  penal- 
ties and  punishment  to  neglect  or  refusal  to  obey 
those  requisitions.  It  was  against  this  assump- 
tion of  power  he  wished  to  protect  these  people. 
He  said,  if  gentlemen  would  look  at  the  bill,  they 
would  find  that  a  power  was  assumed,  from  which 
no  State  exemption  could  deliver  the  citizen; 
you  impose  fines  and  penalties  in  a  manner  which 
the  Sutes  alone  have  the  Constitutional  power 
to  do.  Tou  make  a  call  upon  the  militia,  and 
you  doom  those  who  do  not  obey  your  call,  with- 
out discrimination,  to  fine,  imprisonment,  and 
f probable  ruin.  In  this  way  you  approach  direct- 
y  a  class  of  citizens  who  you  know  would  suffer 
crucifixion  sooner  than  obey  your  requisition, 
and  you  leave  them  no  refuge  but  in  your  penal- 
lies  and  punishments.  Why  is  this  done  i  Not 
to  fill  your  ranks !  For  you  know  these  men  will 
never  be  in  your  ranks^  unless  by  ruffian  force. 
It  is  to  wring  from  them  the  little  property  which, 
by  frugality,  sobriety,  and  labor,  they  have  col- 
lected  to  sustain  their  families,  and  smooth  the 
pillow  of  old  age.  He  said  it  was  unjust,  oppres- 
sive, and  sinful.  Mr.  L.  said,  he  did  not  mean  to 
ask  for  those  people  any  peculiar  boon  beyond 
what  the  true  principles  of  toleration  demanded* 
Of  all  the  pecuniary  burdens  of  the  State,  the 
property  of  those  men  must  bear  its  share.  He  did 
not  ask  an  exemption  from  the  general  weight 
and  burdens  of  the  State — there  ought  to  be,  there 
could  be^  no  such  exemption.  But,  as  to  personal 
service  in  arms,  if  any  man  conscientiously  be- 
lieved it  was  forbidden  by  the  voice  of  God,  no 
human  tribunal  had  the  right  to  force  such  a  man 
to  violate  his  religion  and  his  conscience,  and  to 
stain  his  hands  with  human  blood.  A  fair  equiv- 
alent was  all  that  any  Government  had  the  right 
to  require  from  such  a  man,  to  be  applied,  not 
particularly  to  the  work  of  war,  but  to  the  gen- 
eral purposes  of  Government ;  with  this  all  ought 
to  be  satisfied.  The  equivalent  ought  not  to  be 
oppressive  on  the  one  hand,  nor  on  the  other 
ousht  it  to  be  so  reduced  as  to  permit  any  but  the 
really  conscientious  to  take  advantage  of  it  for 
improper  purpojses.  Mr.  L.  then  offered  the  fol- 
lowing section  to  the  bill,  which  was  adopted  by 
a  large  majority: 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enat^ed.  That  every  per- 
son who  is  a  member  of  any  religions  sect  or  denomi- 
nation of  Christians,  conscientiously  scrupulous  of 
bearing  arms,  shsll  be  exemi>ted  from  the  performance 
of  the  duties  required  by  this  act,  by  paying  his  due 
proportion  of  the  amount  contracted  to  be  paid  by  the 
class  in  which  he  is  indnded,  according  to  the  provinon 
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of  the  fiiQrth  Metkm  of  ths  act;  or*  In  com  thoro  ihaU  be  a 
dnof  ht  in  fuch  claae,  by  paying  to  the  peraon  drangfat- 
ed  aoch  aam  aa  ahall  be  aaeertained  by  the  eommand- 
Ing  officer  of  the  company,  ao  that  the  anm  ahall  not 
exceed  three  months*  pay  ;  and  the  payment  of  anch 
aum  of  money,  in  either  caae,  ahall  be  conatdered  aa 
entitling  such  person  to  an  exemption  from  all  the 
dutiea  required  by  this  act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppbs,  of  Virginia,  the  bill 
waa  amended  so  as  to  reduce  the  term  of  aervtee 
of  the  militia  proposed  to  be  draughted,  from  two 
years  to  one  year.  The  majority  in  favor  of  this 
motion  was  about  twenty  Yotea. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  New  York,  observed  that  he 
thought  the  bill  objectionable  in  principle;  and 
with  a  view  to  try  the  sense  of  the  Committee,  he 
moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 
He  begged  the  indulgence  of  the  Committee,  while 
he  submitted  some  remarks  in  support  of  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Chairman,  vou  have  been  correctly  told 
by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee (Mr.  Tbodp)  thatf  in  discussing  this  bill, 
it  will  be  proper  to  settle  the  principle,  on  which 
you  intend  to  rely,  for  assisting  your  military 
force  to  carry  on  the  war.  With  this  object  in 
view,  it  will  be  necessary  to  compare  the  provi- 
sions of  this  bill  with  the  other  military  plans 
now  on  your  table. 

The  honorable  chairman  (Mr.  Troup)  has  pur- 
sued that  course  *,  aod  without  entering  at  large 
into  a  discussion  of  the  question,  has  objected  to 
this  bill,  because  he  considers  it  too  inefficient  in 
its  provisions;  and  because  the  kind  of  force 
(militia)  is  not  of  that  character  required  by  the 
present  situation  of  the  country.  He  says  **it 
'cannot  be  true  that  this  Qovernroent,  charged 
'  with  the  general  defence,  authorized  to  declare 
'  war,  and  raise  armies,  can  have  but  one  mode 
'  of  raising  armies,  whilst  every  other  Gtovero- 
'  ment  that  has  ever  existed  has  had  an  absolute 
'  power  over  the  population  of  the  country  for 
'  this  purpose,  and  has  actually  exercised  it.  But 
'  this  question  is  not  properly  before  the  House, 
'  aod  (he  says)  I  will  not  go  into  an  argument  to 
'  show  tbat  you  can,  like  other  Governments,  re- 

*  sort  to  other  modes  of  raising  armies  than  that 
'  of  voluntary  enlistment.    That  you  can  resort 

*  to  elastiification  and  draught,  to  classification 
'  and  penalty,  or  any  other  mode  which  a  sound 
'  discretion  may  in  a  particular  state  of  thecoun- 

*  try  dictate  and  justify.    All  I  intend  to  say  at 

*  present  is,  that  you  have  an  absolute  power  over 
'  the  population  of  the  country  for  this  purpose, 

*  and  that,  in  the  present  state  of  the  country,  it  is 
'  wiser  to  resort  to  classification  aod  draught,  than 

*  to  resort  to  this  bill  from  the  Senate.'^  These 
are  the  positions  taken  by  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  Military  Committee,  (Mr.  Troup.) 

I  object,  sir,  to  the  whole  system  of  force  and 
coercion;  and  contend  that  under  this  Constitu- 
tion you  have  no  right  to  rai$e  armies  except  by 
voluntary  enlistment ;  and  further,  that  if  you  had 
the  right  it  would  not  be  discreet  to  exercise  it. 

The  plan  which  gentlemen  wish  adopted  is 
conscription  I     They  call  it  classification  and 


penalty^-claaaificatioo  and  draoitlit.  Sir,  there  is 
poiaon  in  the  diah }  garnish  it  aa  yoa  please,  there 
IS  poison  still.  Yoaeallitclaaaifieatioo!  I  stickle 
not  for  names — <*  a  rose  by  any  other  oaaie  would 
smell  as  sweet."  U  this  classifieaiioa  1  **  Du" 
ffutse  thyself  as  thou  wilt,  slavery,  atili  thoo  arc  a 
bitter  draught."  The  times  demand  that  things 
should  be  called  by  their  right  nanties— tbii  iscoo- 
seription,  and  with  features,  more  hidcmis,  than 
are  to  be  found  in  the  exploded  ayatem  of  oar 
unfortunate  cousin  of  Biba. 

This  system  of  conscription,  I  contemplate 
with  a  horror  which  1  cannot  express,  and  with 
an  alarm,  which  it  would  be  criminal  to  confeaL 
Other  gentlemen  think  differentlj,  and  will  of 
course  act  difierently — he  who  views  it  as  I  do, 
but  illy  performs  his  duly  to  his  eonaeience  oc 
his  country,  if  he  aeglectk  to  remonstrate  against 
it,  with  a  zeal  proportioned  to  the  enormity  of 
the  principle,  and  the  extent  of  the  evils  involved 
in  it. 

For  one.  I  cannot  consent  to  be  a  mere  spectator 
of  a  scene  like  this.  I  should  consider  myself  as 
utterly  unworthy  the  confidence  of  my  coosti- 
tuentv,  if  I  did  not  oppose  this  high-handed  attempt 
upon  their  rights  and  privileges.  1  would  not 
dare  to  meet  the  indignant  frowns  which  1  should 
deservedly  receive  from  them,  if  I  did  not  oppose 
this  system  to  the  utmost  of  my  power — 1  should 
consider  tbat  I  insulted  the  ashesof  my  forefathers, 
who,  during  the  struggle  of  the  Revolution,  in 
their  bumble  station  (and  humble  indeed  it  was) 
performed  some  little  service  to  the  State.  I 
should  be  unjust  to  my  own  claims  to  persooal 
freedom ;  I  should  be  an  unfaithful  guardian  to 
the  interests  of  my  children,  if  I  did  not  oppose 
this  system  in  all  its  forms  and  in  all  its  aspects. 
The  finger  of  scorn  shall  never  be  pointed  to  a 
son  of  mine,  and  say,  that  man's  father,  placed 
by  the  partiality  of  his  friends  in  the  eooncils  of 
the  nation,  omitted  to  oppose  this  system  by  every- 
means  in  his  power.  I  seize  this  occasion  to  put 
myself  upon  the  record,  in  characters  too  legible 
to  be  misunderstood.  If  the  liberties  of  this  cuun* 
try  are  now  to  be  sacrificed,  1  wash  my  bands  of 
any  share  of  the  crime.  I  may  indeed  be  oflered 
upon  the  altar  of  conscription,  but  if  my  voice 
and  my  strength  do  not  fail  me,  I  will  this  day 
make  you  my  witnesses  to  prove  that  1  was  not 
a  willing  victim. 

What  are  the  plana  hf  which  yoo  intend  to  fill 
your  army  1  I  object  to  them  all,  as  anconstitn- 
tional  and  inexpedient ;  they  all  look  to  force,  and 
yoo  have  no  right  to  raise  an  army  except  by  vol- 
untary enl  istment.  I  have  indeed  heard  that  these 
were  rival  plans ;  for  myself  I  consider  them  all 
as  parts  of  a  system  of  tyranny  and  oppresision — 
they  are  all  branches  of  this  Bohnn  Upas  which 
is  to  overshadow  this  country,  and  poison  ail  the 
comforts  of  this  people.  If  either  bill  passes,  the 
principle  of  coercion  is  established ;  and  the  cUia 
to  "absolute  power  over  the  population 'of  tbe 
country"  will  soon  be  asserted. 

Your  present  military  plans  are  all  nncoBstitu- 
tional.  In  order  to  arrive  at  a  just  cooclosion, 
as  to  the  extent  of  your  powers,  it  will  be  well  to 
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remember  the  stroctare  of  oar  Govern  me  Dt,  and 
the  objects  of  .its  form&tioo.  Thia  CoDatitutioD 
was  furmed  by  separate,  free,  and  independent 
States,  irbo  matuaily  agreed  to  give  op  some  of 
their  rights  of  sovereignty^  for  a  common  object. 
The  States  were  jealous  of  their  rights,  and,  with 
mach  care  and  circumspection,  limited  their  grant 
to  the  General  Government,  for  the  objects  de- 
fined. It  was  not  a  leading  motive  with  the  States 
to  make  this  a  great  military  nation.  The  objects 
are  disclosed  in  the  preamble  to  the  Constitution, 
viz :  "  To  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish 
'  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for 
*  thecommon  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare, 
'  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
'  and  our  posterity."  These  were  the  inducements 
which  procured  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution. 

You  are  now  unfortunately  at  war,  and  you 
wish  to  fill  the  ranks  of  your  army.  The  bill  be- 
fore us  discloses  one  of  your  plans ;  it  seeks  to 
raise  eighty  thousand  men  from  the  militia  "  by 
contract  or  draught."  This  bill,  I  am  free  to  ad- 
mit, is  less  objectionable  than  either  of  the  other 
projects ;  but  it  is  nevertheless  uneonstitotionaL 
Congress  have  no  power  to  **  raise  militia."  You 
have  only  a  right  to  provide  for  calling  them  out 
in  the  three  cases  mentioned  in  the  Coastitotion. 
The  title  of  the  bill  would  seem  to  imply,  that 
**  the  defence  of  the  frontiers"  was  its  object,  hot 
there  is  no  provision  in  it  which  limits  the  service 
of  the  militia  to  defence,  or  to  either  of  the  cases 
enumerated  in  the  Constitution.  Indeed,  gentle- 
men  have  avowed  the  intention  to  carry  on  the 
war  by  means  of  these  militia.  Sir,  the  Consti- 
tattoo  gives  you  no  such  right.  The  militia  may 
be  used  by  the  General  Government  in  the  emer* 
geocxes  stated,  but  the  exigency  must  exist,  or  the 
right  to  call  tnem  out  does  not  exist.  A  power 
to  use  the  militia  to  carry  on  a  war  is  not  granted 
by  the  Constitution.  You  can  employ  them  to 
"repel  invasion,"  but  not  to  carrjr  on  the  war. 
By  this  bill  you  may  take  the  militia  to  duebee 
or  to  Halifax ;  and  the  same  usurpation  which 
permits  you  to  push  them  beyond  the  St.  Law- 
rence, will  justify  you  also  in  poshing  them  to 
the  Shannon  or  the  Thames. 

There  is  another  argument  which  bears  upon 
this  question.  Militia  officers  are  appointed  un- 
der the  State  authorities;  these  State  authorities 
Tibrate  with  parties.  To  day  you  have  one' de- 
scription of  officers,  who  are  called  out  to  carry  on 
the  war— to-morrow  there  is  a  change  in  the 
State  government,  the  officers  on  duty  are  re- 
moved, and  others  are  appointed.  The  inconve- 
nience which  would  flow  from  such  a  state  of 
things  goes  far  to  prove  that  you  have  no  power  to 
carry  on  a  war  by  miiitia. 

There  in  another  featore  of  this  bill  which  de- 
serves some  notice.  Yon  have  introduced  an 
amendment  by  which,  in  case  the  Governors  refuse 
to  comply  with  the  requisition,  the  President  may 
issue  his  order  to  other  military  officers  of  ^the 
States.  The  effect  of  this  amendment  will  be, 
to  encourage  mutiny  and  insubordination  in  the 
militia ;  and  thus,  like  all  your  other  measurei^ 
tend  to  weaken  the  security  of  the  States*  I 


Connected  with  this  system,  is  a  bill  we  passed 
a  day  or  two  since,  authorizing  the  enlistment  of 
minors,  without  the  consent  of  parents,  masters, 
or  guardians.  This  has  been  considered  o neon- ^ 
stitotional,and  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
it  is  inexpedient.  It  subverts  all  order,  it  goes  to 
the  destruction  of  civil  society.  Under  that  law. 
you  need  not  be  surprised  to  see  some  philosophical 
recruiting  sergeant,  marching  through  your  towns 
and  villages,  with  this  inscription  on  his  standard : 
"  If  any  children  have  undotiful  parents,  or  if 
any  servants  have  disobedient  masters,  let  them 
come  here  and  enlist." 

But  this  project,  bad  as  it  is,  is  not  by  any 
means  so  objectionable  as  either  the  system  con- 
templated by  the  bill  from  the  Military  Commit- 
tee of  this  House,  or  that  recommended  by  the 
SecreUry  at  War  in  his  letter  of  the  17(h  of  Oc* 
tober,  1814.  The  bill  from  the  Military  Com- 
mittee proposes  to  divide  the  whole  free  male 
population  of  the  country  (without  any  excep* 
tion)  into  classes  of  twenty*five;  each  class  to 
furnish  a  recruit  to  serve  during  the  war ;  and  in 
case  any  class  shall  make  default  in  furnishing 
the  recruit,  a  direct  tax  is  to  be  laid  on  the  pro- 
perty within  the  territorial  districts  comprising 
the  class.  This  is  what  has  been  called  classic 
cation  and  penal  ty.  The  projec  t  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  is : — *'  Let  the  free  male  population  of 
'  the  United  States  between  eighteen  and  forty- 
'  five  years,  be  formed  into  classes  of  one  hundred 

*  each,  and  let  each  class  furnish  four  men  for 
'  the  war,  within  thirty  days  after  the  classlfiea- 

*  tion,  and  replace  them  in  the  event  of  casualty." 
From  this  system,  there  are  to  be  no  exempts, 
except  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  Governors  of  the  States  and  Territories. 
This  is  called  classification  and  draught;  but  is 
in  fact,  a  system  of  military  conscription  more 
extensive  than  was  ever  before  attempted  by  the 
ambition  of  tyrants. 

Mr.  Chairman:  This  plan  violates  the  Consti- 
tution of  your  country ;  it  invades  the  rights  of 
the  State  governments;  it  is  a  direct  infringe- 
ment of  their  sovereignty;  it  concentrates  all 
power  in  the  General  Government,  and  deprives 
the  States  of  their  "  necessary  securitjr."  It  does 
away  all  claim  to  personal  freedom ;  it  is  a  dar- 
ing attempt  upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of  this 
people. 

This  conscription  is  unconstitutional.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States  is  a  Govern- 
ment of  limited  powers.  You  take  by  grant; 
your  powers  are  special  and  delegated— thev 
must  be  construed  strictly.  **  Ail  powers  not  del- 
e$rated,  are  reserved  to  the  States  or  the  people." 
Your  authority  is  defined — you  lake  nothing  by 
inference  or  application,  except  what  may  be 
**  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion" the  powers  expressly  granted. 

What  then  are  the  lesitimaie  powers  of  this 
Government  over  the  military  force  of  the  coun- 
try 1  There  are  two  kinds  of  military  force  men- 
tioned in  the  Constitoiioo,  armies  and  militia,  and 
your  authority  over  each  is  aet  down  with  ac- 
curacy and  precision.    Congreas  have  power  to 
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declare  w«r,madl  with  it  the  nceewary  power  '*  to 
rmise  and  support  armies,''  and  to  ^^nrnke  mice 
for  their  goTerament  and  reffiilation.''  Armies 
then  are  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  with 
which  they  are  to  carry  on  their  wars ;  and  are 
subject  to  their  exclusiTe  jnrisdictioD  and  control. 
Bnt  the  militia  are  the  State  troops,  which  Con* 
gress  have  no  power  to  raise.  Tney  are  a  force 
existing,  known  and  acknowledged  at  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution ;  existing 
without  the  aid  or  concurrence  of  the  Gkaeral 
QoYernment.  The  general  power  over  the  mil- 
itia resides  in  the  States ;  a  particular  authority, 
for  objects  defined,  was  carved  out  of  that  general 
power,and granted  totheUnited  States.  Theail- 
itta  are  the  security  of  the  States  against  foreign 
or  domestic  foes.  The  States  were  not  a  little 
jealous  of  this  rirht,  and  to  prevent  any  encroach- 
ment upon  it,  tney  procured  an  "amendment" 
to  the  Constitution  in  these  words:  2d.  Amend- 
ment :  "A  well  regulated  militia  bein^  necessary 
*  to  the  security  of  a  free  State,  the  right  of  the 
'  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall  not  be  in- 
'  fringed."  Thus  this  '*  necessary  security"  is 
not  only  recognised  but  guarded  and  protected. 
Congress  has  no  power  to  raise  militia,  to  appoint 
their  officers,  or  to  train  them.  The  eeneral 
power  is  in  the  States ;  out  of  this  generaipower 
there  is  delegated  to  the  United  States  a  particu-* 
lar  authority,  in  certain  specified  cases,  and  this 
authority  is  "  to  proride  for  calling  forth  the  mil- 
itia to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress 
insurrection,  and  repel  invasion."  And  with  a 
▼lew  to  give  uniformity  to  their  manoBUTres,  and 
make  them  more  efficient,  when  their  services: 
should  be  required  by  the  exigencies  enumerated, 
it  is  permitted  Congress  to  provide  **  for  organs 
'  izing,  arming,  and  disciplinwg  the  militia)  and 

<  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  em- 

<  ployed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States." 

Now.  waiving  all  arguments  against  this  plan, 
which  'may  be  derived  from  the  genius  of  our 
Government,  and  the  IVeedom  of  our  institutions, 
I  ask,  whether  under  the  naked  ]X>wer  to  ^  raise 
armies"  you  can  adopt  a  plan  which  goes  to  alter 
the  whole  military  system  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  destroy  the  militia  of  the  States,  thereby 
depriving  them  of  their  ^'necessar)^  security  r* 
The  Secretary  seems  to  be  aware  of  this  objec^ 
tion,  and  has  labored  to  obviate  it.  He  admits 
(let  it  be  remembered)  that  it  would  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  to  drew  men  from  the 
militia  service  into  the  regular  army;  but,  he 
says,  by  his  plan  "  the  men  are  not  drawn  from 
the  militia,  but  from  the  population  of  the  coun- 
try." With  ail  due  deference  and  humility,  this 
is  a  pitiful  sophism.  The  militia  of  many  of  the 
States  are  now  out  on  duty,  and,  if  his  plan  is 
adopted,  you  will  literally  drew  men  from  the 
"  militia  service."  But  it  is  not  material  whether 
the  militia  are  on  duty  or  not ;  you  have  no  rtffht 
to  force  a  man  from  the  militia  into  the  regular 
army.  If  he  offiirs  voliiatarily,  you  may  take 
him,  but  you  cannot  compel  him  by  force.  You 
say  you  do  not  take  him  from  the  militia,  but 
from  the  popuiatioa  of  the  country.    Now  I 


should  like  to  know,  whether  tlw  mificary  popa- 
latioa  of  the  country  is  not  the  nulitia  of  the 
States?  If  it  is,  then  you  have  no  right  to  foiee 
one  of  theaft  into  your  service ;  and  yet  you  eJaiaa 
a  right  to  force  them  all.  The  elaaes  aie  to  re^ 
place  the  men  who  are  lost  by  casmd^,  and  the 
case  may  happen,  that  each  individoal  of  a  par- 
ticular class  may  thus  be  compelled  to  reader 
personal  service.  I  can  see  no  escape  fhiia  this 
argument  If  you  have  a  right  tcr  Ibree  eae  man 
from  a  particular  ckss,  you  nave  a  rigte  to  feree 
all  the  men  from  that  class;  and  if  yea  have  a 
right  to  force  all  the  oran  of  one  clatt,  yov  have 
a  right  to  force  all  mca  of  all  the  ctaasiea.  The 
power  to  raise  armies  under  this  Coiistitotioa, 
can  never  be  construed  to  extend  to  a  plan  whiek 
goes* to  alter  the  whole  military  syaten  of  the 
United  States,  and  take  from  the  Stales  tfcat 
^  necessary  security"  so  explicitly  aeknowlei^^ 
and  gtiarentied. 

I  now  proceed  to  exaaatne  aoaae  of  the  other 
positions  which  the  Secretary  takes  ia  support 
of  his  conscription.  Congress  bare  power  to 
raiae  armies,  and  he  says,  **  aa  auqnalified  gnm 
of  power  gives  the  means  neeesaary  to  earry  it 
into  efiect."  This  is  a  position  wkieh  I  do  not 
DMan  to  controvert :  but,  I  do  say  that  the  franc 
of  power  ^  to  reise  armies"  is  not  an  unqnuified 
great.  It  is  qualified  by  the  spirit  of  our  Consti- 
tution ;  it  should  be  exercised  in  the  ^>irit  of. 
freedom,  and  in  the  manner  usually  and  ordio»- 
rily  pursued  by  free  States :  not  by  naeaas  arbt* 
trery,  vexatious,  unusual,  and  oppreesirew  Ba* 
sides,  this  *'  power  to  raise  armies"  is  qualified 
by  that  authority  and  claim  on  the  mUitta  whioh 
was  known  and  acknowledged  to  reude  in  the 
States ;  jou  have  no  right  to  ntse  armies  in  a 
way  which  must  necessarily  deleat  all  the  seen* 
ritywhich  the  States  have  under  the  Coosu'ration. 

The  Secretary  says^  "the  militia  service  al^ 
fords  a  conclusive  proof  and  striking  example*' 
in  support  of  the  right  wfaiefa  he  claims  for  Con* 
gress,  to  raise  armies  by  conseiiptioa.  This  I 
must  deny — the  cases  are  not  paralld.  The  mili- 
tia beloag  to  the  Stato  governments,  whose  pow- 
ers are  more  extensive  than  those  of  the  Oenefai 
Qovernment.  Your  powers  are  limited,  aad  must 
be  construed  strictly*  With  respect  to  State 
governments,  a  different  eonstruetion  has  obtain- 
ed—Ihe  residuum  of  power  is  with  the  States  or 
the  people  \  and,  in  regard  to  State  Legisiatoresy 
the  general  rule  is,  that  all  powere  are  granted, 
exceot  those  which  are  expressly  detued.  indeed, 
so  obvious  and  undoubted  is  this  opioton,  that 
respectable  authority  is  not  waadag  to  prove  that 
as  to  Slate  Legislatures,  a  power  to  legislate,  in  « 
case  not  forbidden,  is  not  to  be  taken  away  by 
inference  or  implication.  The  example  of  the 
militia  under  the  State  laws  is  not  to  be  drawn 
into  precedent,  to  establish  a  right  in  the  United 
States  to  reise  armies  by  conscription.  You 
have  no  suck  right;  it  violates  the  firet  priaci* 
pies  of  the  Constitution* 

There  is  another  objection  to  the  bill  pr^osed 
by  your  Military  Committed  By  the  Coostita- 
tion  direct  tales  are  to  be  aiqporttoned  noMNig  the 
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I    sevenl  States  ■ecordiiig  to  repicMiilatioo,  and. 
[     this  rule  is  palpably  violated  bjr  this  bilL    The 
[     foarth  section  coataiDs  the  principle  which  1  con- 
,     test.    It  provides  that  the  class  which  fails  to  fur- 
nish a  recruit  shall  forfeit  foar  hundred  dollars,  to 
be  collected  on  the  propertf  of  every  uxaUe  per- 
son within  the  territorial  division  of  such  class. 
Sir,  this  is  a  direct  tax  not  apportioned  according 
to  representation,  and  therefore  unconstitttiiooan 
The  slaveholding  States  have  an  unreasonable 
and  an  unjust  advantage.    Kaeh  one  of  their 
slaves,  as  to  all  purposes  of  political  conseqtteaee) 
is  thre^fiftbs-of  a  man;  but,  by  this  bill,  hedwin* 
dies  to  nothing  in  tfc^apBortioament  of  the  bur- 
dens  of  the  war.    The  slavaboldtBg  States  far<^ 
nisb  less,  and  the.  other  States  nore  than  their 
fair  proportion  of  men,  provided  the  classes  fur- 
nish the  meo.    Suppose  the  men  are  not  furnish- 
,    ed,  then  the  slaveholding  States  pay  a  direct  tax 
in  no  way  proportioned  to  their  representation. 

Take  as  exatnples  the  States  of  Massachusetts 
and  Virginia.  The  inequality  is  apparent.  Mas- 
sachusetts has  twenty  Representatives,  aod  Vir* 
finia  twenty-three*  The  free  male  population  of 
lassachusetts,  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and 
forty-five  years  amoaats  to  120,270,  aod  that  of 
Virginia  to  93,750.  Massachusetts  will  have 
4^810  classes  o(  tweaty-five  each,  and  Virginia 
3,750  clasfes.  If,  then,  eao^  class  provides  a  re- 
eruil^  Maesachuaelts  will  fucaidi  ^fij^  recruits 
more  than  Vifi^nia^  wiMreaa  Virginia  ougfa<  to 
furnish  mote  men  than  Massaehose§ts  in  the  pro* 
portion  of  twenty^thvee  to  twenty,  the  number  of 
their  Representatives.  But  suppose  each  State 
pays  the  penalty)  then  Massachusetts  wtH  pay 
9331,400  more^  aod  Virginia  the  same  sum  93^1,- 
400  less  than  the  Constitution  requires ;  and  Mas* 
sachusetts  will  pay  t424,Q00  more  than  Virginia, 
whereas  Virginia  ought,  by  the  Constitution,  to 
pay  91238,890  more  than  Massachusetts.  The  ap- 
portionment is  unconstitutional. 

Your  conscription  .system,  in  any.  view  of  it,, 
ought  not  to  be  adopted.  Thje  Secretary  of  War 
admits  that  the  abu»e  of  power  in  raising. armies 
is  to  be  dreaded ;  and  he  savs,  to&,  that  **  oar  Conr 
stitution  has  provided  ample  security  against  that 
evil."  It  has,  sir  ;  and  if  so,  it.  for bida  conacriiK 
tioo.  If  the  Greneral  Goverameat  baa  thdt  *^ab« 
solute  pawer"  which  is  contended  for^  I  eaa  see 
no  seoority  against  the  exercise  of  it.  If  to-day 
yoa  can  raise  men  by  coaecriptioo,  tonnerrow 
some  milhary  despot  may  em1>ody  anticipated 
conscripts  as  the  ministers  of  his  vengeance. 
The  guard  which  our  Constitution  has  placed 
against  the  abuse  of  power  in  raising  armies  is 
this:  you  must  raise  them  by  voluntary  enlist-. 
ment.  If  you  have  a  right  to  force  the  people  of 
this  country  into  your  armies,  then  thev  have  no 
right  left  worth  preserving.  Life  and  all  its  com- 
foru  are  robbed  of  half  their  value. 

The  effect  of  this  conscription  will  be  to  alter 
the  whole  character  and  genius  of  your  people. 
Instead  of  pursuing  the  arts  of  peace  you  most 
beome  a  military  nation.  This  system  will  break 
up  all  OQf  habtts  and  all  oar  porsuits.  It  is  a 
daring  violatioa  of  the  rights  or  this  people.    U 


has  been  oar  boast  that  we  Itvad  in  a  land  of  frae* 
dom.  How  often  have  we  proudly  claimed  pre- 
eminence in  the  rank  of  nationa^a  pre-emiuenee 
-founded  on  the  free  spirit  of  oar  institutions  f 
How  often  have  the  citizens  of  this  Government 
fondly  contrasted  their  situation  with  that  of  most 
European  countries?  We  have  said  that  while 
the  wretched  subjects  of  other  Governments  were 
compelled  to  fignt  the  battles  of  their  masters, 
we  could  pursue  in  quiet  and  in  peace  those  arts 
aod  those  avocations  which  best  suited  our  taste 
and  convenience.  If  this  conscription  system  ia 
adopted,  farewell  to  all  our  claims  to  personal 
freedom — farewell  to  all  our  boast  of  civil  libertyr 
By  this  system,  the  people  of  these  United  States 
will  be  instantly  and  lorcibly  transformed  into 
soldiers;  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  life  must  be 
abandoned  for  the  peril  and  vexations  of  a  campf 
oar  peaceful  occupations  must  be  forsaken ;  tne 
merchant  must  quit  his  countinswhoase ;  the  farm- 
er his  plouffh  J  the  mechanic  his  workshop;  the 
professional  man  his  pursuits— all,  all  mast  be< 
come  soldiers  1  Our  sons  and  our  brothers,  those 
who  are  to  be  the  "  futore  men"  of  thia  country, 
instead  of  laying  the  foundation  for  fature  use- 
fulaese,  must  be  subjected  to  the  moral  and  phys* 
ical  evils  of  a  camp^  Ail  the  habits  of  dfMnestie 
Itfe  most  be  annihilated,  and  all  its  endearments 
outraaed  or  disregarded.  The  hasband  mast  be- 
tora  from  his  mh  and  his  childi«n,  and  the  child 
forcibly  separated  froak  the  societv  and  protectioa 
of  his  parents.  I  besetch  gentleraen  to  pause 
belose  they  venture  upon  a  system  like  this. 

The- example  of  Rome  has  been-qnoted  to  jue< 
tify  a  conscripttOB.  No  argument  can  be  drawa 
from  ancient  Rome  in  favor  t>f  this  project.  We 
live  in  aao^er  age,  aad  in  another  country.  Oar 
people  are  diffisrent ;  the  objecu  of  our  Qovenn 
mcnt  are  entirely  difierent.  Our  Gtovemment< 
was  formed  by  patriots,  in  peaceable  times,  and 
for  peaceable  objeeta.  Rome  was  founded  by  a* 
military  chieftain,  at  the  head  of  a  daring  aad 
profligate  band  of  freebooters— it  was  fouuflbed  on 
fraud  and  on  violence,  on  rapine  and  on  rape. 
Romulus  was  not  only  an  adventurous  niilitarf 
leader;  he  was^  also,  a  consummate  legiaiator. 
He  shaped  his  Qovemment  to  suit  the  people  he 
governed,  and  with  a  view  to  the  situation  of  the 
surrounding  nations.  His  object  was  to  make 
a  military  Qovemment.  The  Roman  Govern- 
ment, in  some  of  its  features,  was  a  Republic, 
but  in  regard  to  its  military  institutions  it  waa 
despotie  in  the  extreme.  Let  us  be  warned  by 
her  example.  She  could  raise  great  armies,  but 
those  armies  destroyed  her  liberty.  She  did,  in- 
deed, extend  her  coaquesu,.but  it  ought  not  to  be 
forgotten  that  Rome  fell  by  her  own  weight. 

Rome  herself,  arbitrarv  and  despotic  as  waa 
her  military  system,  afibrds  an  example  not  mere 
detestable  than  the  one  now  recommended; — 
there  were  many  exrnnpU  under  her  laws.    Those 
who  held  officesj  whether  civil  or  sacred;  those 
who  had  rendered  important  "•[J»f«a  to  theit 
country,  incloding  men  of  «Vi  '^^y  ««n^ 
with  miay  other?  were  exempted  frotj^  ^jtary 
service.    But  our  system  n  *<>  »o«lU4«  every- 
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body.  Besides,  io  Rome,  military  duty  was  con- 
sidered a  personal  service,  and  none  were  called 
Qpon  to  perform  it  except  those  who  possessed 
the  necessary  personal  qualifications.  So  well 
settled  was  this  principle,  that  draughts  were  not 
usually  resorted  to;  tne  ordinary  mode  was  for 
Che  Tribunes  to  select;  and  this  selection  was 
determined  by  the  personal  qualities  and  appear- 
ance of  the  soldier.  But  your  system,  like  no 
other  military  system,  except  the  French  Cbn- 
9cription,  disregards  the  personal  disability  of  the 
recruit,  and  includes  the  lame,  the  halt,  the  dis- 
eased, and  blind;  all  are  swallowed  up  in  the 
devouring  vortex  of  your  proposed  conscription. 
The  leading  example  of  conscription  is  found  in 
modern  France.  The  future  historian  of  this 
country  will  no  doubt  consider  it  not  a  little  re- 
markable, that  an  American  Congress  was  called 
to  debate  a  project  of  couscription  at  the  very 
instant  that  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe  had, 
by  unanimous  consent,  abandoned  it  as  the  most 
detestable  remnant  of  despotism  and  usurpation. 
Sir,  the  iron  system  of  Bonaparte  was  not  so  in- 
tolerable as  yours.  He  included  only  those  be- 
tween twentf  and  twenty-five  years ;  you  propose 
to  take  all  from  eighteen  to  forty-five.  By  bis 
plan  the  young  men  were  called  upon ;  those  of 
twenty  vears  first,  and  others  were  not  demanded 
unless  there  was  a  deficiency ;  your  merciful  con- 
scription will  make  all  from  eighteen  to  forty 'five 
equally  liable.  Besides,  the  despotic  power  of 
Bonaparte  enabled  him  to  make  discriminations 
10  cases  of  peculiar  hardship,  and  he  did  discrimi- 
nate. But  pass  your  law,  and  where  is  the  power 
which  can  dispense  with  its  provisions? 

France  has  been  a  military  nation ;  the  idea  of 
war  and  its  dangers  bad  become  familiar  to  the 
young  men  of  that  country,  and  they  prepared  for 
It;  here  all  our  people  are  taken  unprepared,  and 
the  total  ruin  of  families  must  be  the  consequence. 
Id  France,  the  liability  extended  only  to  those 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  years  of  age;  here, 
all  are  included,  from  eighteen  to  forty-five,  and 
all  business  arrangements  must  be  interrupted  or 
suspended  for  that  period.  In  France,  a  call  for 
anticipated  conscripts  was  not  unusual.  It  is 
long  since  they  were  anticipated  for  four  years; 
the  same  thing  may  happen  here.  If  the  recruit 
furnished  by  the  class  is  killed,  dies,  deserts,  or 
his  place  becomes  vacant  by  any  casualty^  it  must 
be  made  good.  1  have  authority  for  saying  that 
in  France  the  ninety-sixth  man  has  been  drawn 
from  a  class  of  one  hundred ;  the  same  may  hap- 
pen here.  I  entreat  you  to  try  this  ground  well 
before  you  attempt  to  tread  it  The  same  evils, 
the  sajne  desolation,  and  the  same  anguish  which 
have  followed  this  system  in  another  country, 
must  and  will  follow  it  here.  It  will  be  more 
severely  felt  by  this  people  than  by  France. 
France  was  a  military  nation,  accustomed  to  des- 
potic power.  We  are  a  peaceful  people,  cradled 
In  a  land  of  liberty.  "  The  apprehension  of  the 
good  gives  but  9 keener  relish  to  the  worse." 

Faber,  in  his  "  Sketches  ^  the  internal  state  of 
Prance,^^  has  marked  the  operation  of  this  sys- 
tem of  conscription  in  that  devoted  country.    If 


we  adopt  this  system,  so  sore  as  the  ^cet  follows 
the  cause,  so  sure  shall  we  witness  the  deplorable 
consequences  which  there  Bowed  from  it.  Hear 
the  evidence  of  an  eye> witness,  and  be  warned 
by  the  example.  I  beg  your  atteotioo  while  f 
read  a  few  extracts.    He  rays: 

**  The  law  admits  of  no  exception  or  modification. 
It  reaches  even  those  who  are  recognised  by  ths  proper 
tribnnals  as  unfit  for  servtee  in  conaeqaenos  of  phyn- 
cal  infirmity.  They  are  compelled  to  pay  a  fiae,  pn>- 
portioned  to  the  whole  amount  of  tbe  taxea,  Med 
either  vpon  them  or  tbsir  parents.  No  lecmiliaf  tyi- 
tem  ever  before  presented  snch  a  foafnre  as  tfab.  Pw- 
sonal  service  has  been  everywhere  considered  as  the 
sole  oliject  of  such  systems.  The  idea  of  exading  1 
pecuniary  compensation  fiom  thoee  who  labor  nnder 
a  physical  disability  to  eerve,  was  never  belbra  enter- 
tsined." 

"  No  condition  of  lile ;  no  dicomstanoee  of  p^witiim. 
however  peculiar,  give  title  to  exemption.  I  have  sees 
a  conscript,  the  son  of  a  blind  motiier»  whom  be  sap- 
ported  by  his  lalNnr,  forced  to  march.  I  have  known  a 
hard-working  mechanic,  robbed  of  three  eons,  in  thxee 
consecutive  years,  whom  he  had  laborionalj  instmcted 
in  his  trade,  and  upon  whose  aseistsnee  he  relied  for 
the  support  of  his  old  age." 

•*  The  day  fixed  for  the  dra^iring  of  lots  for  the  con- 
scription, is  one  of  pnbllc  monming  and  of  anguish 
for  every  private  fomily.  Parentis  botb  mothers  and 
fatheis,  aeeompany  their  chiMren  to  this  bonid  kA- 
tery,  and  diiplay  in  their  oonnlenanoea,  and  by  tbeir 
accents,  the  most  violent  emotions  of  grief  and  despair. 
A  gloomy  sileace  prevails  unttl  the  drawing  com- 
mences, when  the  decisions  of  chance  lead  te  deawa- 
strations,  either  of  joy  or  of  sorrow,  which  equally 
shock  or  overpower  the  foelings  of  a  spectator." 

•<  The  Prefect,  the  sub-Prefect  and  the  Mayors,  pie- 
side  on  the  occasion,  and  fivqnently  see  tbeir  own 
children  among  the  number  of  the  conscripts.    I  have 
remarked  a  Mayor,  when  his  child  approached  to  seek 
his  destiny  in  the  fatal  uni ;  the  foollerinf  voice  of 
the  fother,  and  the  tears  that  rushed  to  hai  eye,  ^owiA 
how  nature  worked,  in  spite  of  the  sense  of  imperious 
necessity  which  accompanies  this  tnassction.    I  Have 
noted  the  swellings  of  his  heart,  and  the  invincible 
oppression  of  his  spirits  when  he  undeitook,  aa  ia  en« 
joined  upon  him  bv  law,  to  pronounce  a  dlsoourse  of 
eneoursgement  and  exhortation  to  the  new  eoldier. 
When  he  expatiated  on  the  benefioenee  of  the  Empe- 
ror, an<r  gave  the  signal  of  <  Vive  Botupmie  /*  at  the 
end  of  hit  speech*'* 

''After  the  conscript  sets  out  thero  ia  Irat  little  hope 
of  his  raturn.  The  tenn  of  eerrioe  is  limited  only  by 
the  duration  of  hostilities.  Whea  the  parent,  tltefe> 
fore,  takes  into  consideration  the  character  of  his  Gov- 
ernment, the  evils,  hoth  moral  and  phyaical,  to  which 
his  child  is  expoeed  in  the  armies,  and  the  havoc  of 
lives  made  in  them,  he  muet  regard  a  anmmofli  to 
the  conscription  as  a  visitation  upon  the  latter  worae 
for  all  parties  than  that  of  deaUi/' 

I  appeal  to  honorable  gentlemen  who  are  pa- 
rents, and  entreat  them  not  to  adopt  a  system 
which  deprives  them  of  their  children  forever. 
Compared  with  conscription,  death  itself  is  mercy. 
I  beg  gentlemen  to  believe  that  I  feel  what  I  sty. 
I  have  followed  four  children  to  the  tomb.  Us^er 
present  circumstances  ought  I  to  repine  their lfl»? 
When  I  see  the  attempt  to  fasten  this  ooaseiiptioa 
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(    upon  HA,  osffbt  I  to  re^nt  that  tbey  hftve  gone  to 
%    Heaveo  ?    Blf  daoffhters,  had  the^f  li^ed,  might 
have  been  the  mothers  of  cooscnpts ;  tny  soos 
r    might  hare  been  conscripts  themseUee.    I  hare 
.     ret^  (J  am  grateful  for  it,)  I  hare  yet,  two  lorely 
boys— -lorely  indeed,  though  they  are,  and  inex- 
pressibly dear  to  me,  rather  than  see  them  the 
subjects  of  this  conseriptioo,  I  would,  with  resig- 
nation, follow  them  also  to  the  tomb  of  their  fath- 
ers.    Qentlemen  may  say  that  my  whole  head  is 
weak  ;  I  confess  to  them,  that  on  this  subject  my 
whole  heart  is  faint. 

There  is  another  consideration  well  worthy  of 
notice.  Already  the  war  is  carried  on  with  much 
:  disadrantage  on  our  part.  The  character  of  the 
enemy's  troops— and  the  kind  of  force  which  we 
I  oppose  to  them — shows  the  contest  to  be  much  in 
his  faror.  The  enemy  brings  against  us  the 
sweepings  of  Europe ;  good  soldiers,  no  doubt,  but 

good  for  nothing  else*  We  oppose  to  them  the 
one  and  sinew  of  the  country  \  our  honest,  re- 
spectable and  industrious  citizens,  many  of  them 
with  large  families,  are  put  into  this  contest  of 
blood,  against  men  without  character,  without 
occapntion,  and  without  homes.  Your  conscrip- 
tion system  will  add  much  to  this  disparity.  There 
are  certain  evils  of  war  which  you  can  remedy. 
Your  commerce  may  rerire;  your  agriculture 
and  your  manufactures  may  be  restored ;  the  pub- 
lic edifices  now  in  view  may  be  refitted.  You 
may  rebuild  a  city  that  is  sacked.  Time  and 
money  may  replace  all  these.  But  there  are  erils 
which  you  hare  no  power  to  remedy.  You  can- 
not fill  up  the  space  which  will  be  made  at  many 
a  happy  areside— you  cannot  restore  the  husband 
to  his  wife  and  his  family — yon  cannot  bring  back 
the  son  to  the  arms  of  his  parents — you  cannot 
rouse  the  sleeping  warrior  from  his  tomb— you 
hare  no  cure  for  a  wounded  spirit — you  cannot 
mend  a  broken  heart !  These  are  awful  facts ;  I 
beg  gentlemen  to  consider  them. 

This  conscription  is  not  only  utterly  incorrect 
and  inadmissible  in  principle,  but  it  will  prore 
arbitrary,  hard,  and  oppressire  in  practice.  It  will 
impose  an  intolerable  burden  on  the  poorer  classes 
of  society.  Each  class  is  to  furnish  a  man ;  and 
the  man  may  be  designated  by  lot :  in  this  way 
the  poorest  citizen  rune  an  equal  hazard  with  the 
most  wealthy  man  in  the  community.  If  the  rich 
man  is  drawn,  he  has  the  means  and  may  per- 
haps hire  a  substitute,  while  the  poor  man  must 
perform  the  serrice  himselfi— he  must  quit  his 
business  and  family,  and  ieare  them  dependent 
for  a  precarious  subsistence  on  the  bounty  of  their 
neighbors  and  friends. 

This  system  is  the  more  intolerable,  from  the 
consideration  that  the  recruit  is  to  be  placed  under 
an  officer  of  the  United  States.  If  he  is  called 
cot  as  a  militiaman,  he  goes  for  a  definite  object, 
with  his  own  officers,  and  in  the  society  ot  his 
friends  and  neighbors.  Not  so  under  this  con- 
script ion  ;  no  one  can  calculate  on  what  service 
he  is  to  be  employed ;  under  what  command  he 
is  to  serre;  or  with  whom  he  is  to  associate.  I 
hare  no  disposition  to  lessen  the  respectability  of 
the  regular  Army ;  but  I.cansot  look  to  the  prae- 


tical  effects  of  this  system,  without  remembering 
that  armies  are  not  usually  composed  of  the  most 
estimable  portion  of  the  population  of  a  country. 
Much  less  can  I  forget  that  the  Gk)rernor  of  New 
York,  (who  has  lent  himself  to  the  Administra- 
tion as  the  pioneer  of  conscription)  did  pardon  a 
horse  thief,  on  condition  that  he  shoold  enlist,  and 
serre  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States:  a  con- 
dition not  left  to  doubt  or  uncertainty ;  1  hare 
seen  it  patent  on  the  pardon.  That  Clorernor 
Toinpkins  is  the  friend  of  the  war,  I  well  beliere  -, 
for,  just  before  his  last  election,  he  descended  from 
his  elerated  station,  as  Gtorernor  of  New  York, 
and  acted  as  a  sort  of  deputy  paymaster,  for  your 
great  men  in  this  Administration,  tie  is  said 
also  to  be  a  friend  to  the  Army.  But  it  was  an 
insult  to  the  ranks  of  your  Army  to  say  this  horse 
thief  was  a  fit  associate  for  your  soldiers.  What 
greater  discouragement  could  be  ffiren  to  the  re- 
cruiting serrice  than  this  act  of  the  Qorernor, 
which  so  expressly  declares,  that  he  considers 
the  punishment  of  enlistment  a  sufficient  commu- 
ution  for  the  punishment  due  to  the  crimes  of  a 
conricted  ielon  *i 

I  must  and  will  oppose  this  project,  so  humilia- 
ting, so  oppressire,  and  so  unjust.  I  tell  you,  sir, 
that  my  constituents  are  too  respectable,  and  too 
raluable,  for  a  serrice  of  this  sort ;  and  with  my 
consent  they  nerer  shall  be  compelled  to  associate 
on  equal  terms  with  Qorernor  Tomkins'  pardoned 
horse  thief.  If  they  choose  to  enlist,  it  is  an  affiiir 
of  their  own ;  but  you  shall  not  hare  my  rote  to 
coerce  them.  No,  sir,  this  srstem  should  be  adopt- 
ed by  none  but  tyrants,  it  snould  be  submitted  to 
b^  none  but  slares.  If  you  succeed,  in  common 
with  others,  my  constituents  will  be  forced  into 
your  Army.  In  spite  of  their  reluctance  to  mili- 
tary life — in  spite  of  their  objections  to  this  war 
of  conquest  and  ambition—- in  spite  of  their  flimi- 
lies,  and  all  the  tender  ties  which  bind  them  to 
their  firesides,  they  must  be  ''  delirered  orer''  to 
the  recruiting  officer,  and  dragged  to  a  military 
rendezrous.  They  must  go.  If  they  refuse,  they 
will  be  compelled  by  the  same  cruel  and  oppres- 
sire means  which  the  French  conscription  author- 
ized towards  refractory  conscripts. 

Sir,  I  am  alarmed  and  dismayed  by  the  extent 
of  the  erib  inrolred  in  this  system.  Rely  upon 
it,  conscription  will  nerer  be  submitted  to  in  this 
country ;  it  will  be  resisted.  If  /bur  system  is 
adopted,  1  may  be  called  to  take  a  near  riew  of  a 
picture,  in  the  front  ground  of  which  will  be  seen 
Qorernor  Tompkins  (an  exempt  under  the  plan) 
"  prancing  orer  the  held,  his  horse's  hoofs  wet" 
with  that  blood  which  must  flow  in  opposition  to 
these  laws.  On  the  one  hand  may  be  seen  some 
of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  New  York, 
starting  back  with  grief  and  indignation,  at  the 
rude  approach  of  a  hardened  outcast,  who  has 
scarcely  grace  enough  left  to  eodearor  to  con* 
ceal  his  crimes,  by  corering  them  with  his  pardon. 
On  the  other  side  may  be  seen,  a  group  of  Amer- 
ican freemen,  handcufivd  and  in  chains,  reluc- 
tantly marching  on  the  road  to  Canada.  Turning 
from  this  view,and  looking  for  [«««'  to  aome  other 
parts  of  the  caarass,  you  will  obscrre     F,^  |^e 


78T 


mSTQBY  OF  CONGHEBB. 


78g 


H.  OF  R. 


MOUm  Ihougkit. 


IfiM. 


and  sftitort'  rtgkta,"  ia  Ivrgo  turiag  ecpitaLi.  As 
you  approach,  you  perceive  a  figure  covered  wiili 
a  thia  veil — on  examination,  it  proves  to  be  the 
hideous  and  menacing  aspect  of  Despotism,  ftiold- 
iog  the  sword  of  conscription  in  her  hand,  while 
the  Groddessof  Liberty  lies  cold  and  breathless  at 
her  feet« 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Tboup)  has  told  us,  that  this  system  is  required 
by  the  situation  of  the  country  ;  he  has  expressed' 
his  opinion>  also,  that  the  people  will  cheerfully 
acquiesce.  1  think  he  is  mistaken ;  the  people  of 
this  country  are  not  prepared  for  conscription— 
you  have  no  right  to  impose  it^you  have  no  right 
to  fasten  chains  upon  the  hands  of  freemen.  They 
will  prove  to  be  the  flaxen  bands  upon  the  arms 
of  Samp8on*-'he  will  rouse  himself  in  his  might 
and  burst  them.  You  say  yon  will  pass  your  law ; 
that  you  will  fasten  it  with  a  gordian  knot,  which 
cannot  be  untied.  The  swoHs  of  freemen  then 
will  cut  it! 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  has  been  the  habit  of  certain 

Stnilemen  here,  to  omit  no  occasion  to  charge 
e  British  Qovernment  with  being  arbitrary  and 
tyrannical.  But  she  affords  no  example  to  Justify 
your  present  project  of  conscription.  As  to  her 
armies,  she  has  no  law  or  practice  which  in  any 
way  resembles  it.  Instead  of  recruiting  her  ar- 
mies by  forces  sha  gets  them  by  voluatar^r  enlisu 
ment ;  and  so  careful  is  she  to  prevent  mischiefs 
from  hasty  and  unadvised  contracts,  that  the  re- 
cruit under  her  practice,  in  all  cases,  has  four 
days  to  revise  his  enlistment,  and  within  that 
time  the  recruit  must  be  diseharged,  on  refund- 
ing the  bounty  money. 

The  only  instance  in  which  the  praetice  of 
Great  Britain  can  be  claimed  to  justify  the  prin- 
ciple of  conscription,  is  the  practice  of  pressing 
sailors  into  their  naval  service.  From  my  ear- 
liest infancy,  I  well  remember  to  have  heard  this 
praetice  reprobated  as  an  intolerable  grieve  nee; 
and,  so  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  it  has 
been  very  generally  considered  by  this  nation  as 
arbitrary,  tyrannical,  and  unjust  Indeed,  this 
Administration,  in  their  late  instructions  to  our 
Ministers  at  Ghent,  expressly  say^  that,  *<  impress- 
ment is  not  an  American  practice,  but  is  repug- 
nant to  our  Constitution  and  our  laws."  And 
yet  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  letter 
to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  on  the  sixteenth 
November,  proposes  a  naval  conscription;  and 
says  that  he  dees  not  consider  it  "incompatible 
with  the  free  spirit  of  our  institutions,  or  with 
the  rights  of  individuals." 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  prove  that  the  present 
Administration  are  the  peculiar  champions  of 
"  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights."  Nor  shall  I  stop 
to  show  the  ardor  and  violence  of  that  love  which 
prompts  them  to  seize  upon  the  persons  of  sea- 
men against  their  consent.  My  obiect  in  noticing 
this  subject,  is  merely  to  show  the  universality 
of  your  comeription  project;  and  incidentally 
to  Durk  its  resemblance  to  the  practice  of  other 
nations. 

The  British  practice  of  impressment,  so  far  as 
it  90CS,  corresponds  ia  principle  with  your  eon- 


soription  ;  bat  it  is  eMMh  len  ganeral  in  iu  oper* 
atioa.    The  British  press>ffaags  are  not  pemttteA 
to  take  any  but  sailors.    Your  plan  emfcraces  all 
the  population  of  the  eoontij.    The  BrUittj  ia 
cases  of  emergency,  press  sailors,  who  hare  ail 
their  lives  beea  aeeustomed  to  the  sea*— fiued  for 
the  service,  and  fitted  for  nothing  else.   Bat  thia 
is  a  grievance,  and  the  hardship  la,  that  they  force 
their  sailors  from  merchant  vessels  into  their 
public  ships ;  and  compel  them  to  quit  a  service 
which  usafe  and  profitable,  for  one  mmeksmrd* 
ous  and  less  lucrative.    But  that  your  coasen^ 
tion  plan  is  infinitely  more  oppreesive  than  thtt, 
must  be  evident  to  everybody.    Now,  sir,  let  it 
be  remembered,  that  the  British  piaetiee  of  » 
pressmen  t,  limited  as  it  is  to  sailors,  is  not  saao> 
tioned  by  any  statute— it  is  resorted  to  only  ia 
cases  of  emergency,  and  is  justified  oa  the  ground 
of  State  necessity  alone. 

Perhaps  some  honorable  geotlemaa  here,  wbo 
doubts  the  strict  constitutionality  of  thecoosciip* 
tion,  muj  seek  its  justification  in  th«  neeessitier 
of  the  times.  To  such  I  would  say.  in  the  laa* 
gage  of  Jsffier  to  Pierre,  '*  I  tell  thee,  friend,  iftbh 
your  cause  require,  your  cause  is  in  a  damaed 
condition."  On  occasioas  much  less  important 
than  this,  I  have  heard  on  this  floor,  that,  ^  itt 
time  of  war  the  laws  sleep."  I  am  aot  now  to 
learn,  that  cases  may  be  imagiAed  in  which  the 
necessities  of  the  Slate- must  supersede  the  oidi- 
nary  coarse  of  law,  and  ia  which  private  ri^s 
must  be  postponed  to  the  safety  of  the  nation* 
Bat  tbe  rule  of  ^*mUni  leges  imter  orma,"  has 
been  quoted  in  debate,  as  applicable  to  the  ordi- 
nary wants  of  tbe  public^  or  its  agents,  in  the 
management  of  war.  Acanst  this  principle  thus 
applied,  I  beg  leave  soTemaly  to  protest.  In  a 
Giovemment  of  laws^  it  is  not  to  be  endured,  that 
every  petty  officer,  at  a  recruitiag  readesrvoos;  or 
on  his  march  through  the  country,  shaJi  decide 
on  the  State  necessity,  and  vioJace  private  rights 
at  his  will  and  pleasure.  This  is  tyranny  aad 
opjpressioo  of  the  worst  sort.  The  people  of 
this  country  have  no  rights  worth  pfeaerving, 
provided  they  can  be  sported  with  at  the  whim 
and  caprice  of  every  epaulcued  upslart.  Sir,  it 
is  not  the  law.  of  the  land. 

Nor  can  this  State  necessuy  be  called  in  aid  of 
this  conscription.  What!  the  leading  measure 
for  the  permaaent  prosecutioa  of  the  war,  founded 
on  usurpation!  Do  our  laws  sleep?  I  have 
been  taught  to  believe  that  our  laws  never  sleep. 
Has  the  operation  of  our  laws  been  sunpended  ? 
Why  then  do  you  mock  this  people  with  a  show 
of  legislation?  LetusgohooM.  Scatter  the  pages 
of  your  statute  book  to  the  winds  of  heaven. 
Your  Constitution  is  the  evidence  of  your  rights, 
and  the  witness  of  your  degradation-^put  it  in 
the  fire;  It  is  made  of  paper,  and  like  your  Capi- 
tol, it  will  burn.  But  are  we,  indeed,  redaeed  to 
this  humiliating  condition  ?  t¥here  is  the  author 
of  our  shame  ?  Let  him  be  pointed  out,  and  yon 
may,  perhaps,  view  aaother  act  *^^  douwul 
'  public  spirit,  at  which  morality  is  perplend. 
'  reason  is  staggered,  aad  from  which  affrMted 
'  nature  reeoils."^  Nmrnt  the  usorper,  wIm  mima 
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to  pltee  himself  above  the  l«w^  tad  trample  on 

»     the  right*  aod  liberties  of  a  free  people^    Perfaape 

I     some  roodern  Bratus  may  be  found,  rising  *'  re- 

falgeol  from  the  stroke  of  CiBsar's  fate,  amidst  a 

crowd  of  patriots." 

Mr.  Chairman,  the.  object  of  this  conseription 
is^  to  fill  the  ranks  of  your  army.  By  it,  yon 
propose  to  abandon  all  your  foriaer  systems.  By 
your  first  plan,  you  appealed,  in  a  good  degree, 
to  the  patriotism  of  the  nation.  That  did  not  sue* 
eeed.  Your  second  proposition  made  the  same 
call  on  the  patriotism)  and  addressed  itself  also 
to  the  ottpidily  of  the  people.  You  failed  in  tbat^ 
and  you  now  propose  a  direct  resort  to  force.  It 
is  a  rule  of  political  wisdom,  tbat  leading  mea- 
sures of  Qovernmeot,  when  once  adopted,  should 
not  be  departed  from  on  sligh I  causes.  The  respect- 
ability or  a  nation,  in  a  great  degree,  depends  on 
the  stability  of  its  institutions,  and  that  Adminis- 
tration which  expects  to  be  useful  to  the  people 
it  governs,  or  held  in  respect  by  other  nations, 
must  adopt  wise  measures,  and  pursue  ihem  with 
steadiness  and  perseTcnnee. 

If  these  remarks  are  true,  eren  if  you  had  a 
Constitutional  right  to  raise  an  army  by  the 
means  proposed,  prudence  would  seem  to  dictate 
that  you  should  not  exercise  that  right,  except  in 
a  case  of  ureent  aecessily.  On  your  own  prin- 
ciples, does  ws  urgent  necessity  exist  ?  The  war, 
you  have  uniformly  said,  was  pq|>nlar*  The 
people  have  always  been  admitted  to  be  patriotic, 
and  the  war  has  been  said  to  be  suecessfuL  Why, 
then,  force. your  patriotic  people  into  this  pop- 
ular war,  which  has  been  crowned  with  such  sue* 
cess? 

Whence  arises  the  necessity  for  this  conscript 
tion  7  It  is  said  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe  has 
pdaced  vast  means  in  the  power  of  the  enemy ; 
that  he  has  avowed  the  intention  to  prosecute  this 
war  with  the  utmost  rigor  and  barbarity  |  that  we 
must  defend  ourselves;  and  hence  it  is  said  arises 
a  necessity  for  the  measure  now  under  consider- 
ation. If  this  is  a  fair  statement  of  the  case,  the 
bill  is  wanted  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  If 
the  defence  of  the  couatry  was  the  real  object  of 
our  rulers.  I  should  not  consider  mjrself  at  liberty 
to  withhold  my  assent  toaay  Constitutional  mode 
which  might  be  proposed  to  raise  supplies  of  men 
or  money.  While  I  should  hold  the  Administra- 
tion responsible  for  the  present  alarmioe  state  of 
the  country  $  while  I  should  consider  that  those 
who  declared  the  war  had  failed  in  their  essential 
duty  ^*to  provide  for  the  common  defence,"  I 
should  deem  it  the  part  of  patriotism  to  unite  in 
repelling  the  invaders  of  the  country.  If  defence 
was  the  object,  you  should  have  my  vote  for  a 
full  system  of  finance,  and  for  the  most  vigorous 
and  effective  military  system  which  could  be  der- 
vised,  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
country.  But  the  present  system  is  one  which,  if 
adopted,  must  end  in  the  destruction  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. Your  affairs  have  been  for  some  time 
in  the  inclined  plane  of  ruin ;  do  not,  I  beseech 
you,  add  to  the  weight  by  which  thev  are  de- 
scending. If  yoO'  pass  this  law.  you  drive  this 
destrudion  with  accelerated  velocity. 


country  to 


Coascdpclon.is  not  neeessary  for  defensive  meat» 
ures,  nor  is .  the  force  to  be  raised  by  it  Inteaded 
for  that  object.  Certainly,  sir,  you  will  not  pay 
so  poor  a  compliment  to  the  patriotism  of  the  peo- 
ple as  to  say,  that  you  must  resort  to  arbitrarj 
and  violent  nEieans  to  cwnpel  them  to  defend  their 
country.  So  long  as  you  continue  to  avow  vonc 
weak  and  ambitious  views  of  conquest,  so  long 
the  recruiting  service  will  not  progress. 

You  want  men  and  money,  and  you  cannot  ex- 
pect to  get  men  unless  you  have  money.  It  is 
not  to  be  expected  tbat  men  will  imbodv  for  the 
defence  of  the  nation  for  any  considerable  time, 
if  you  keep  them  on  bad  rations  and  no  pay ;  but 
if  yon  had  money,  and,  under  existing  eireuo^ 
stances,  would  call  on  the  nation  for  services  lin^^ 
ited  to  the  defence  of  the  nation,  you  could  get 
men  enough  by  voluntary  enlistment.  The  great 
evil  is,  you  have  wasted  tne  resources  of  the  coun- 
try—.you  have  no  money— the  bills  of  your  au- 
thorized and  roost  confidential  officers  are  every 
day  dishonored*  What  is  worse,  you  have  no  - 
credit;  you  cannot  borrow  a  dollar  but  at  usu- 
rious interest ;  and  the  rate  of  interest  must  rise 
upon  you,  because  the  risk  of  the  eventual  repay* 
meat  of  the  principal  is  every  dav  increasing* 
What  shall  we  do ;  pass  this  law  f  If  you  do, 
the  Qovernment  is  at  an  end  ;  if  you  do  not  paaa 
this  law,  I  think  there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear 
the  aAirs  of  the  nation  are  irretrievable.  Yon, 
who  ia  June,  1812i,  declared  the  war,  have  ne* 
fflected  to  provide  the  means  for  carrying  it  oa» 
Without  money  you  cannot  meet  your  present 
engaffements^  much  less  can  you  raise  another 
army.  What,  then»  mnat  be  done;  what  can  ba 
done?  My  poor  advice  would  be,  to  meet  the 
crisis  as  it  deserves  The  crisis,  indeed,  is  an 
awfni  one ;  and  it  becomes  jou,  you,  the  major* 
ity,  who  now  direct  the  destinies  of  the  nations- 
it  becomes  you  to  breast  yourselves  to  the  stoma- 
which  you  see  rising  aiouad  you. 

I  know  of  but  one  wav  in  which  I  think  this 
country  can  be  saved.  Abandon  the  idle  project 
of  conquering  a  foreiga  territory ;  put  voumelvea- 
on  the  defensive;  deal  honestly  with  the  peo|^; 
tell  them  that  your  plans  for  raising  money  have 
failed';  tell  them,  what  is  true,  that  you  are  on 
the  eve  of  bankruptcy,  and  thMW  yourselves  on. 
their  majgnanimity*  Honorable  gentlemen  may 
lose  their  offices,  but  they  may  save  their  coun- 
try. I  do  not  think  it  possible  for  you  to  get 
money  for  conquest;  you  may,  perhaps,  raise  it 
for  d^enoe.  Having  provided  the  money  for  sufh 
porting  your  army,  usc'the  means  which  the  Con- 
stitution has  put  into  your  hands ;  raise  men  by 
voluntary  enlistment ;  and,  in  cases  of  emevgeacyi 
'^call  out  th?  militia  to  repel  iavasioo,"  and  en- 
gage to  pay  them  when  you  are  able.  It  is  not 
to  be  belieTcd  that  the  people  of  this  countrv, 
under  such  circumstances,  could  be  suhjugated; 
but  if  you  will  send  your  regular  armies  to  Can*- 
ada,  and  leave  the  States  defenceless,  and  refuse; 
to  pay  the  militia  whe»  called  out  by  their  proper 
officers,  I  will  not  answer  for  the  result,  the  in- 
evitable contequence  of  this  course  is,  that  the 
States  most  aid  will  t^ka  cace  ot  thesaaeWess 
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and  they  will  preserve  the  resources  of  the  States 
for  the  defence  of  the  States.  If  yoo  will  pursue 
the  plan  which  I  have  just  suggested,  the  people, 
in  defence  of  their  fafnilies,  their  homes,  and  their 
institutions,  will  rally  to  the  standard  of  their 
country.  In  such  a  conflict  you  may  rely  on 
their  patriotism  and  their  zeal;  they  will  fulfil 
every  duty  with  cheerfulness  and  alacrity.  Do 
not  torce  them  into  your  ranks  for  conquest.  If 
you  require  them  for  defence,  they  will  be  found 
where  danger  presses  and  where  glory  calls;  and 
they  will  bring  with  them  that  heroic  courage 
which  will  cover  you  with  glory  in  the  day  of 
battle;  they  will  bring  with  them  that  elevated 
sentiment  which  raises  the  common  man  to  the 
hero,  and  that  holy  enthusiasm  which  makes  an 
army  irresistible.  I  cannot  persuade  myself  that 
conscription  is  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
counlryr. 

Nor  is  the  force  contemplated  to  be  raised  by 
it  intended  for  defence.  I  see  no  provision  in  any 
of  the  bills,  which  goes  to  limit  its  application  to 
the  defence  of  the  country ;  and  if  a  proposition 
should  be  made  so  to  limit  itj  I  make  no  doubt  it 
would  share  the  fate  of  a  similar  attempt,  on  a 
former  occasion — it  would  be  instantly  rejected, 
and  that  too  without  discussion.  As  the  plans 
submitted  to  us  contain  no  provision  of  this  kind, 
we  must  look  elsewhere  for  the  objects  to  which 
this  army  is  to  be  applied.  Hitherto  the  defence 
of  the  country  has  not  been  the  leading  object  of 
Administration:  the  war  has  been  conducted  as 
a  war  of  conquest  and  ambition.  Yes,  sir,  the 
efficient  part  of  the  Army  was  tilting  in  Canada, 
while  the  affrijg^hted  inhabiUnts  in  this  vicinity, 
with  the  President  at  their  head;  were  seeking 
refuge  by  the  light  which  ascended  from  the  hiU 
of  your  Capitol!  The  proclamation  of  Hull 
avowed  the  intention  of  conquest.  He  said  he 
oame  to  give  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  *Mhe 
blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty."  The  re- 
doubted Alexander  Smyth  (a  Qenerai  by  commis- 
sion) proclaimed  that  he  was  about  to  enter  a 
territory,  which,  at  no  distant  period,  would  form 
a  part  of  the  United  States.  In  this  House,  the 
conquest  of  Canada  has  been  again  and  again 
distinctly  urged  as  an  object  of  the  war.  A  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  not  now  a  member  of 
the  House,  (Mr.  Grundt,)  and  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylrania,  (Mr.  Inobbsoli^,)  have  both 
favored  us  with  arguments  on  that  subject,  and  I 
.  believe  this  has  been  a  favorite  plan  on  the  war- 
side  of  the  House.  The  Administration  must,  I 
think,  be  considered  as  committed  by  the  procla- 
mations of  their  Generals  and  the  opinions  of 
their  friends. 

But  the  letter  of  the  SecreUry  of  War  ends  all 
doubt  on  this  subject.  He  proposes  to  bring  into 
the  field,  for  the  next  campaign,  not  less  than  one 
hundred  thousand  regular  troops.  Are  these  for 
the  defence  of  the  country?  Are  the  services  of 
the  militia  and  volunteers  to  be  dispensed  with  ? 
No,  sir;  this  force— the  one  hundred  thousand 
regular  troops — is  to  be  **  aided,  in  extraordinary 
exi|;encies,  by  volunteers  and  militia."  And, 
agtm,  he  expresaly  says,  that  although  th«  bur- 


dens of  the  militia  may  be  in  tome  cases  light- 
ened, yet,  "reliance  must  still  be  placed  oo  them 
for  important  aids,  especially  in  cases  of  sudden 
invasion."    Thus,  you  see,  resort  is  still  fo  be  had 
to  the  militia,  in  tne  only  case  in  which  yoo  bmre 
a  right  to  their  services.    You  have  oo  power 
over  the  militia,  except  in  the  cases  speeifira ;  and 
the  exigency  must  exist,  or  the  right  to  call  oot 
the  militia  does  not  exist.    Trifling,  indepd,  will 
be  the  relief  which  the  militia  can  expect  from 
the  plan  of  the  Secretary.     According  to  his 
views,  and  in  his  own  words,  *^  it  will  not  be  snf- 
ficleot  to  repel  the  predatory^and  desolating  inenr- 
sions"  of  the  enemy.    "  We  must  oot  be  coa- 
tented  with  defending  ourselves."    His  object  caa 
only  be  obtained  "  by  pushing  the  war  into  Can* 
ada." 

Now,  sir,  let  us  not  be  told  that  this  conscrip- 
tion is  intended  for  the  dtfenet  of  the  nation.  I 
had  hoped  that  the  Administration  wonid  bare 
grown  wiser  by  experience,  and  that  this  project 
would  have  been  abandoned  by  common  consenL 
The  war  against  the  provinces  of  Canada  \%9l 
war  without  object,  for  it  is  not  worth  the  coo- 
quest;  it  is  at  the  present  time  a  war  wichoot 
hope,  for  you  cannot  take  it.  I  would  as  soon 
attempt  literally  ^  to  pluck  bright  honor  from  the 
pale-faced  moon,"  as  to  attempt  the  conquest  of 
Canada  in  the  present  state  or  the  country,  and 
under  the  auspices  of  this  Administration. 

Sir,  the  conquest  of  Canada  must  be  a  hopeless 
project  under  the  direction  of  this  Admiaistra- 
tion:  they  are  utterly  incompetent.  On  a  former 
occasion,  when  I  so  sensibly  felt  the  indulgence 
of  this  House,  I  undertook  to  examine  the  two 
first  campaigns,  and  thought  I  found  evidence  for 
a  thorough  conviction  that  their  claim  to  mili- 
tary talent  was  unfounded.  My  opinion,  at  that 
time,  was  put  upon  the  record ;  and  I  have  siten 
no  reason  to  alter  that  opinion,  in  the  hisiorj  of 
the  last  campaign. 

The  military  operations  in  the  South,  I  believe. 
have  been  generally  considered  as  successful.  1 
have  not  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  that  country 
to  venture  upon  an  examination  of  them.  1  can- 
not, however,  in  this  place,  omit  to  express  mj 
admiration  and  respect  for  Colonel  Pearson,  of 
North  Carolina,  who  conducted  the  expedition 
against  the  Indians,  in  a  manner  not  less  credit- 
able to  his  military  talents  than  to  the  excellence 
of  his  heart.  The  youthful  soldier  will  look  to 
this  accomplished  officer  as  a  pattern  well  wor- 
thy of  imitation  ;  and  the  philanthropist  will  point 
to  the  scene  of  his  glory,  on  the  Alabama,  not 
only  to  disprof  e  the  assertion  that  wars  agaiast 
Indians  must  be  conducted  on  the  princi^e  of 
extermination,  but  also  to  discourage  the  atro- 
cious conduct,  which  we  have  sometimes  wit- 
nessed, in  carrying  that  principle  into  effect. 

My  local  situation  has  led  me  to  observe  the 
Northern  campaign  with  some  attefition ;  and  I 
feel  justified  in  saying,  it  will  not  stand  the  test 
of  military  criticism.  I  pass  over  the  want  of 
attention  to  the  supplies  so  necessary  to  the  com- 
forts of  an  army,  nor  will  I  dwell  upon  the  shame- 
ful waste  and  prodigality,  so  apparent  to  every 
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one  in  the  vicinity  of  oar  camps,  and  the  neglect 
to  provide  the  necessary  means  of  transportation, 
in  all  the  marches  "and  coanter-marcbes  which 
we  have  witnessed  in  that  quarter.  Time  would 
fail  me  to  notice  the  inany  departures  from  mili- 
tary roles,  in  other  minor  arrangements  for  the 
campaign.  I  pass  over  all  these,  and  come  to  ei- 
amioe  the  operations  on  the  Niagara  River,  and 
at  Lake  Cbamplain.  These^  I  believe,  are  con- 
sidered bv  the  friends  of  Administration  a9  afford- 
ing ample  evidence  of  a  just  claim  to  military 
talent. 

Iq  looking  at  the  events  of  the  war  on  the 
Norihern  frontier,  I  find  cause  to  bestow  almost 
unbounded  praise  on  the  officers  who  conducted 
and  the  brave  men  who  executed  the  enterprises ; 
but  I  can  see  little  reason  to  admit  the  claim  of 
Administration  to  prudence  or  forecast.  Under 
the  auspices  of  Greneral  Brown,  the  military  char- 
acter of  the  people  has  been  retrieved,  and  the 
tone  of  the  Army  raised  to  no  common  pitch.  I 
feel  the  full  weight  of  the  services  of  that  Gen* 
eral  and  his  associates,  and  have  not  been  back- 
ward in  expressing  these  feelings.  But  no  prac- 
tical good  has  resulted  from  the  operations  there, 
except  in  raising  (he  character  of  the  Army.  The 
officers  and  men  employed  on  this  service  are 
not  to  blame  for  it,  they  did  everything  which 
men  could  do,  with  their  means  and  under  ttfeir 
circumstances.  Acquitting  the  officers  and  the 
men,  I  must  hold  the  Administration  responsible 
for  not  furnishing  the  means  necessary  to  effect 
the  object  contemplated.  The  means  furnished 
were  utterly  disproportioned  to  the  end.  The 
object  of  Qeneral  Brown  was  to  seize  the  post  of 
the  enemy  at  Burlington  Heighu,  and  to  press 
from  thence  to  Kingston.  Can  any  one  say,  that 
the  means  furnished  were  competent  to  either  of 
these  objects  ?  No,  sir.  The  first  battle  on  the 
Niagara,  in  which  our  troops  were  successful,  and 
where  General  Scott  covered  himself  with  glory 
— that  battle  settled  the  fate  of  the  campaign. 
General  Brown,  from  that  instant,  knew  that  his 
purpose  of  penetrating  into  Canada  was  frustra- 
ted ;  offensive  operations,  with  a  view  to  the  pos- 
session of  the  country,  were  abandoned.  Our 
army,  as  was  right,  fell  back,  and  all  the  subse- 
quent battles  were  fought,  not  in  the  expectation 
of  driving  the  enemy  Irom  the  peninsula,  but,  on 
the  mere  jpoin/  of  honor,  whether  our  forces  should 
or  should  not  re-cross  the  Niagara  river.  This 
is  apparent  to  every  man  who  has  attended  to 
that  campaign.  In  all  the  enterprise*  new  lustre 
was  added  to  our  arms;  in  every  instance  we 
claimed  the  victory,  and  yet  we  did  not  attempt 
to  penetrate  into  the  country.  The  prudence  of 
the  General  foresaw  that  such  an  attempt  would 
have  been  idle  and  ruinous.  He  yarned  the 
point  of  honor;  he  retained  his  post  till  the  end 
of  the  campaign,  and  the  army  has  since  gone 
into  Winter  quarters  on  this  side  of  tiie  Niagara. 
This,  1  believe,  is  a  fair  examination  of  that  cam- 
paign. The  Administration  deserve  no  credit, 
but  are  justly  censurable  for  the  part  they  have 
acted. 

One  other  fact  ought  to  be  noticed.    The  two 


most  important  military  posts  which  we  had  on 
the  Western  waters  are  Michilimackinac  and 
Niagara.  Both  these  are  in  the  hands  of  the  ene* 
my,  and  held  in  proud  defiance.  Administration 
did  set  on  foot  an  expedition  tq  recover  Michtli« 
mackioac,  but,  according  to  autom,  the  necesKarr 
means  were  not  afforded,  and  the  enterprise  faileo. 
As  to  Fort  Niagara,  it  was  not  even  attempted. 
And  both  these  important  posts  yet  remain  in  the 
possestfion  of  the  enemy,  the  monuments  of  the 
folly  and  imbecility  of  our  National  Councils. 

llet  us  now  look  towards  Lake  Cbamplain,  and 
notice  the  events  of  the  war  in  that  quarter.  We 
all  remember,  that,  when  our  army  made  their 
escape  across  the  St.  Lawrence,  about  a  year  ago, 
they  took  post  at  French  Mills,  with  a  view  to 
preserve  their  boats,  and  other  necessary  means, 
preparatory  to  a  descent  on  Montreal.  I  well 
remember,  too,  that  we  were  consoled  for  the  loss 
and  disgrace  of  the  campaign,  which  had  just 
closed,  by  assurances  that  our  army  should  posi- 
tively take  MontreaHn  the  Spring,  before  the  ene- 
my could  be  reinforced  from  beyond  the  Atlantic. 
Scarcely  had  the  remnant  of  our  gallant  troops 
begun  to  be  comfortable  in  theirquarters  at  French 
Mills,  before  they  were  ordered  to  strike  their 
tents.  The  boats  were  burnt ;  provisions  and  aH 
the  supplies  usually  found  in  a  camp  were  ordered 
to  be  destroyed,  for  fear  they  might  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy ;  and  so  precipitate  was  the 
retreat,  that  very  large  quantities  of  military 
stores  did  actually  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Brit- 
ish, who  remained  in  quiet  possession  of  the  post 
which  our  army  had  abandoned,  and  leisurely 
removed  everything  which  they  considered  of 
value.  Under  these  circumstances,  however,  comr 
fortera  were  found,  who  had  no  doubt  thai  it  was 
all  right  to  concentrate  our  forces,  and  that  we 
should  see  wonders  in  the  Spring.  Well,  the 
Spring  at  length  arrived,  and  with  it  the  expect- 
ation of  a  rich  harvest  or  glory.  The  campaign 
opened  with  an  attack  on  La  Cole  Mill.  We  know 
the  result.  The  officer  who  conducted  it  is  now 
once  again  on  trial. 

lu  the  latter  staces  of  our  operations  on  Lake 
Cbamplain,  with  pleasure  and  with  pride  we  can 
view  tne  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  officers 
and  men,  both  on  the  water  and  the  land.  And 
here-^more  fortonate  than  on  the  Niagara — we 
can  look,  with  gratitude,  to  the  practical  good 
resulting  from  these  services.  But,  the  Admin- 
istration deserves  the  severest  censure.  The 
officers  at  the  head  of  both  our  naval  and  land 
forces,  and  their  brave  associates,  have  all  de- 
served well  of  their  country.  The  name  of  AktCf 
donough  shall  live  forever.  The  opportunity 
presented ;  on  that  instant — 

"  He  snatch'd,  to  grace  Columbia's  infant  name, 
«  Old  Neptune's  trident  and  Old  England  a  fame." 

I  certainly  do  not  intend  to  praise  him ;  he  is 
above  all  praise.  The  conduct  of  »eDeral  Ma- 
comb deserved  what  it  has  received— the  admira- 
tion and  gratitude  of  his  c^^^r^*  -  ^^  scarcely 
know  how  to  express  my  ■^j""."*^^:^  of  iJ?at 
daring  gallantry  which  deiermmed  hica  to  main- 
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tain  bis  pose  against  the  fearful  odds  of  the  enemy. 
The  skill  and  promptness  with  which  the  defences 
of  the  camp  were  formed,  and  the  jndicious  dis- 
tribution of  the  troops,  all  reflect  the  biff  best 
honor  on  that  Qeneral.  The  sitoation  of  Gene- 
ral Macomb  was  more  critical  and  hazardous 
than  that  of  any  other  officer  during  the  war. 
More  cannot  be  said  in  his  faror,  than  to  say  his 
conduct  was  exactly  the  reverse  of  what  was 
witnessed  in  the  base,  inglorious  surrender  of 
this  city. 

But  how  stands  the  conduct  of  the  Adminis- 
tration 1  At  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  their 
object  was  to  take  Montreal ;  and  the  opinion  of 
their  friends  excited  a  pretty  general  expectation 
of  success.  But,  after  the  attempt  on  La  Cole 
Mill,  all  reasonable  hope  of  seizing  Montreal  ap- 
pears to  hare  yanisbeo.  No  further  demonstra- 
tions were  made  on  Montreal ;  and  the  eaom^r,  in 
t«rn,  began  to  think  of  invading  us.  Mis  project, 
to  be  sure,  was  gigantic,  but  if  he  had  met  with 
no  more  resistance  than  he  did  in  this  District,  it 
mi^ht  hare  been  accomplished.  What  was  the 
obgeet  of  the  enemy  ? 

According  to  Governor  Tompkins,  it  was  *'  to 

*  penetrate  with  his  Northern  armv  by  the  waters 
'  of  Lake  Champlain  and  the  Hudson ;  and  by  a 

*  simultaneous  attack  with  bis  maritime  force  on 
'  New  York,  to  form  a  junction  to  sever  the  com- 
'  municatlon  of  the  States."  In  this  view  of  the 
object  of  the  enemy,  it  is  manifest  that  the  posi- 
tion of  our  army  at  r  lattsburg  was  infinitely  more 
important  than  that  at  Fort  Erie.  And  what 
did  this  wise  Administration  do?  Did  they 
strengthen  the  post  at  Plattsburg?  Did  they  col- 
lect Ml  their  disposable  force  and  throw  in  relief? 
Bxaetly  the  reverse.  At  the  very  instant  that 
8ir  George  Prevost  was  preparing  to  execute  this 
plan,  Gknerai  Izard  was  ordered  to  withdraw  the 
main  body  of  the  army,  and  General  Macomb 
was  left  at  Plattsburg,  with  scarce  fifteen  hun- 
dred regular  troops  to  oppose  fourteen  thousand 
British  veterans,  led  on  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  and  all  his  ablest  Generals.  The  folly  of 
this  arraDgement  is  the  more  apparent,  when  it 
is  remembered  that  Gkneral  Brown  was  fighting 
merely  for  the  point  of  honor.  And  besides,  the 
order  for  General  Izard  to  join  the  army  on  the 
Niagara  was  given  at  such  an  advanced  stage  of 
the  season,  that  lie  did  not  readh  there  till  the 
time  for  military  operations  had  passed  by.  The 
campaign  closed  about  the  time  General  Izard 
arrived  on  the  Niagara — the  bird  had  flown. 
Gkneral  Drummond  went  into  Wioter  quarters 
at  Kingston  ;  and  our  troops  have  wisely  blown 
up  Fort  Erie,  and  abandoned  the  Canada  side  of 
the  Niagara.  And  all  thid  took  place  at  the  very 
instant  when  every  suggestion  of  prudence  pointed 
directly  to  Plattsburg,  as  much  the  most  impor- 
tant post. 

Examine  this  subject,  and  you  will  see  folly 
and  infatuation  written  on  every  part  of  it.  In- 
stead of  ordering  General  Izard  to  join  General 
Brown,  common  sense  required  that  General 
Brown  should  hare  been  directed  to  join  General 
Izard.    Sound  policy  loudly  declared  against  the 


removal  of  the  army  from  Platt^org ;  but,  if  they 
were  removed  at  all,  they  should  bare  remnioed 
at  Sackett's  Harbor,' which  they  passed  on  tfaetr 
way  to  Niagara.  This,  sir,  cannot  be  donhted; 
for  General  Izard  had  scarcely  left  the  Harbor — 
the  rations  which  he  took  from  thence  Twere 
scarcely  expended — before  Sackett's  Haibor  wss 
menaced,  and  the  militia  of  the  eouatry  called 
out  en  mas$e  to  defend  it  i  and  after  a  severe  toar 
of  duty,  on  bad  rations,  they  hare  returned  to 
their  homes  without  pay.  And  yet  this  Admin- 
istration is  well  suited  to  manage  the  a&lts  of 
this  nation ! 

As  to  the  part  the  Administration  took  on  the 
Niagara  frontier,  I  think  I  have  sbovm  they  de- 
served but  little  credit ;  and  the  riew  just  given 
of  their  management  on  Lake  Champlain  mnst 
forever  silence  their  datm  to  military  skill.  The 
honor  and  glory  is  due  to  those  who  eoodocted 
the  enterprises;  certainlvnot  to  those  who  planned 
the  expeditions,  and  failed  to  proride  the  means 
necessary  to  carry  them  into  dTect.  Too  moeh 
cannot  be  said  of  the  officers.  Posterity  will  do 
justice  to  (General  Brown.  The  brow  of  Gene- 
ral Scott  is  crowned  witb  unfading  laurels.  And 
the  historian,  who  shall  speak  of  the  sitoatioa  and 
conduct  of  General  Macomb  at  Plattsburg,  will 
proudlv  mark  the  resemblance  it  bears  to  that  of 
Leonidas  at  the  straigh ts  of  Thermopy he.  While 
the  American  people  will  fondly  gaze  nt  Mac- 
donough  by  the  side  of  Perry,  the  twin  stars  in 
the  galaxy  of  our  naval  heroes,  they  will  not  (ail 
to  proa  ounce  that  the  conduct  of  the  Adminis- 
tration has  been  marked  by  folly  and  improvi- 
dence. 

Depend  upon  it,  sir,  Canada  is  not  to  be  uken 
by  the  present  men  in  power.  Under  the  etrcnm- 
stances  of  the  country  the  project  is  hopeless. 
The  people  of  this  country,  nowever  ready  ^ad 
able  to  defend  their  firesides  and  iheir  institu- 
tions, are  opposed  to  the  conquest  of  Canada. 
Vour  army  is  frittered  to  nothing — your  Treasury 
exhibits  a  **  beggarlj  account  of  empty  boxes  f 
yet  this  Administration,  with  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  the  facts — with  hearts  yet  panting  from  the 
affrighted  plains  of  Bladensburg — in  full  view  of 
the  ruins  of  the  Capitol — with  the  flames  of  the 
palace  still  crackling  in  their  ears-.-will  posterity 
believe  it  ?  That,  under  such  circumstances,  this 
Administration  sat  down  quietly  nnd  philosophi- 
cally to  devise  a  plan  for  the  conquest  of  Canada. 
Well  may  it  be  said,  '*  Qtioa  Deuavalt  perdert^ 
prttia  demewtatJ'  Did  I  not  know  that  this  Ad- 
ministration was  composed  of  philosophers,  I 
would  swear  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  they  were 
mad,  stark  staring  mad,  and  entitled  to  all  the 
hellebore  in  Antic yra.  I  can  riew  this  project 
of  conquering  Canada,  under  present  circum- 
stances, in  no  other  light  than  as  the  last  despe- 
rate efibrt  of  expiring  madness. 

But  Canada  must  be  conquered,  and  by  ao 
army  of  American  conscripts.  The  conqoest  of 
a  neighboring  province  has  frequently  bees  fol- 
lowed by  the  k«s  of  the  liberties  of  the  cooqoer- 
iog  nation.  But  we  are  called  upon  to  surrender 
our  liberties  as  preliminary  to  conquest.   The 


797 


HIST0K7  OF  CONGBanS. 


708 


Dbcekbbb,  ISU. 


Bt&Uia  DfOMghtt. 


H.op  R 


army  of  eoDseripta,  on  ito  war  to  CaDtda,  orast, 
at  erery  step,  trafopie  on  the  Constitation  of  the 
couDtry.  This  is  worse  ifaan  was  predicted.  Bz- 
perieoce.  history,  and  the  aature  of  man,  bad 
tauffht  lis  to  belieye  that  the  Tietorious  army, 
which  was  to  *' dictate  the  terms  of  peace  at 
daebec,  or  at  Halifax,"  might,  on  its  return,  be 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  this  country.  But 
few  indeed  could  have  believed  that  our  rulers 
would  have  required  us  to  sacrifice  the  Constitu- 
tion in  order  to  raise  an  army  for  such  a  con- 
quest. The  freedom  of  other  nations  has  (alien 
by  the  ambition  of  tyrants,  at  the  head  of  con- 
quering armies.  But  we  are  called  to  give  up 
our's — to  whom?  Our  fate  is  not  less  hard  than 
tbat  of  other  nations^  but  is  to  be  much  more  hu- 
miliating and  iogkoriotts.  Ossar,  returaing  from 
€hiol,  at  the  head  of  his  victorious  cohorts,  tram- 
pled on  the  laws  of  bis  country,  passed  the  Rttbi- 
con,  and  marched  to  Rome.  It  was  not  until 
Cromwell  had  possessedhimself  of  his  infatuated 
army  that  he  dared  to  take  the  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  under  his  holy  protection.  And  it  was 
from  the  plains  of  Italy  that  Bonaparte  brought 
bis  witnesses  to  the  Csewn  df  the  aoident  Kings 
of  France.  But  we  are  called  upon  lo  svrrender 
all  that  is  sacred  and  dear  to  freemen--Ho  whom? 
Not  to  some  haughty  cbieftaio,  with  his  vassals 
at  his  heels;  not  to  a  dashing  soldier  of  fortune, 
the  glorf  of  whose  exploits  misht  shed  some 
lustre  on  our  cbains-^bot  to  whom  ?  To  Knights 
of  the  Spur,  whose  horses  are  scarce  vet  groomed 
from  the  races  at  Bladensburg.  If  the  people  of 
this  country  are  prepared  to  receive  chains  from 
masters  like  these,  I  will  only  say  they  richly 
deserve  such  masters  and  such  chaios. 

Gentlemen  have  often  intimated,  tbat  the  ob- 
ject of  the  minority  was  power  and  place  rather 
than  the  good  of  the  country.  To  that  ehar^  I 
plead  not  guilty.  I  am  not  competent  to  office ; 
and  if  I  bad  the  talent,  I  have  not  the  disposition 
to  accept  any.  I  look  to  the  day  which  shall  free 
me  from  my  public  duties  here  as  ooe  of  the  ba})- 
piest  of  my  life.  As  to  my  friends.  I  must  admit 
they  are  ambitious;  but  their  ambition  seeks  to 
save  the  country,  not  to  rale  it.  We  have  a  stake 
in  this  commonity  equal  to  other  gentlemen.  To 
what  ahould  we  be  uofaithful?  To  tbat  Consti- 
tution which  we  have  sworn  to  support  ?  To  that 
land  which  gave  us  birth  ?  Where  are  our  fam- 
ilies, our  altars,  and  our  firesides?  Where  are  the 
bones  of  our  children  aod  the  ashes  of  our  ances- 
tors? It  is  not  to  be  believed  that  these  ditties 
and  these  privileges  are  to  be  abandoned  for  any 
motive  of  personal  ambition. 

If  the  object  was  merely  to  strip  you  of  your 
robes  of  office,  depend  upon  it  my  friends  would 
not  endeavor  to  arrest  you  in  your  present  career. 
Be  warned  by  experience.  Look  at  the  fate  of 
the  most  remarkable  man  of  this  or  any  other 
time ;  he  fell  from  the  pinnacle  of  ambition,  and 
by  conscription.  Mark  the  progress  of  this  prodigy 
of  the  age-^this  wonder  of  the  world !  See  him 
with  daring  baud  seize  the  Crown  which  had 
lately  fallen  from  the  head  of  the  amiable  and 
unfortunate  Louis.    See  him  at  the  zenith  q[  his 


glory-— observe  this  Colooaus,  with  one  foot  on  Por- 
tugal and  with  the  other  planted  on  the  territory 
of  the  Czars — with  one  band  controlling  the  des- 
tinies of  the  Baltic,  and  with  the  other  pointing 
to  his  dependents  on  the  filastern  verge  of  conti- 
nental Europe.  Mark  the  contrast  V  "  How  are 
the  mighty  fallen  !"  Where  and  what  \s  he?  A 
State  prisoner  in  the  Island  of  Elba— a  pensioner 
on  the  bounty  of  the  Bourbons. 

*<  The  desolator,  desolste, 
^  The  victor  overthrown ; 

<<  The  arbiter  of  others'  fale, 
"  A  suppliant  for  his  own." 

Take  warning  by  this  example.  Bonaparte 
split  on  this  rock  of  conscription ;  if  you  travel 
the  same  road  yon  must  share  the  same  destiny. 
The  needle  by  whith  you  have  directed  your  po- 
litical course  has  been  for  some  time  trenbltog 
in  the  gale  of  experiments;  it  seems  now  to  be 
settled,  and  points  with  unerring  polarity  to  ruin. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  subject  whieii 
honorable  gentlemen  ooffbt  well  to  consider.  The 
tendency  of  yoor  whole  system  is  to  destroy 
the  bond  of  union  which  connects  us  together. 
Let  me  not  be  charged  with  any  wish  to  separate 
the  States ;  I  disclaim  it.  I  have  cherished  the 
union  of  these  States  with  an  ardor,  with  an  en- 
thusiasm, not  inferior  to  any  other  gentleman  in 
or  out  of  this  House.  But  all  your  measures 
seem  to  point  to  separation.  The  defence  of  the 
States  has  not  been  a  leading  object  of  this  war. 
The  States,  however,  must  be  defended ;  if  you 
will  not  protect  them,  if  you  refuse  to  pay  the 
expense  necessarily  incurred  for  that  object,  they 
will  take  care  of  themselves.  The  natural  con- 
sequence is,  the  States  will  preserve  their  own 
resources  for  their  own  defence;  and  the  practi- 
cal result  will  be  a  dissolution  of  the  Union. 

If  you  resort  to  conscription  you  will  have  a 
commentary  upon  it  written  in  the  blood  of  this 
country.  I  beg  gentlemen  to  remember  the  days 
when  York  and  Xiancaster  drew  forth  their  bat- 
tles. Tbey  appear  to  me  to  be  fast  returning. 
Serious  discontents  already  exist  in  many  parts 
of  the  United  States.  Causes  already  exist  which 
are  claimed  to  justify  a  dissolution  of  the  Union ; 
and,  rather  than  submit  to  a  military  eonscriptton, 
ihere  are  States  who  may  consider  themselves 
bound  by  duty  and  interest  to  withdraw  from  this 
Confederacy.  Tou  will  say  they  have  not  justi- 
fiable cause.  I  entreat  you  not  to  afford  them  a 
plausible  pretext.  I  am  no  alarmist ;  nor  is  tbie 
view  of  the  subject  uken  for  any  purpose  of 
threat  or  intimidation.  I  give  it  as  my  opinion, 
and  yon  will.  I  dare  say,  receive  it  for  as  much 
as  it  is  wortn.  I  have  carefully  examined  this 
conscription  question,  with  all  that  seriousness 
and  attention  required  by  tbe  solemnity  of  the 
occasion ;  I  have  exereised  that  small  measure  of 
talent  which  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  be- 
stow upon  me,  and  I  have  arrived  at  this  conclu- 
sion: the  plan  of  conscription  J^'o'atee  the  Con- 
stitution; It  trenches  on  the  rights  of  the  States, 
and  takes  from  them  their  "n«J|^?fJJ  security  ;'^ 

it  destroys  all  claim  to  P«ff  °7 '^^l?"^  >  **  ^*^^ 
poison  lUl  the  comforts  of  this  people,    la  thU 
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belief  I  oaD  have  no  besitatioa  to  ny,  that  I  think 
U  will  be  resisted,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  re- 
•isted. 

Sir,  I  speak  oot  particularly  of  this  bill  imme- 
diately before  your  committee — 1  allude  to  the 
coDscription  system  as  proposed  by  the  Secretary 
of  War.  To  use  the  language  of  a  former  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  (Mr.  Edward  Liviogstoo,  of 
New  York,  on  the  alien  bill  in  1798,)  who  was  a 
distinguished  leader  of  the  present  majority,  1 
ask,  whether  the  people  of  this  country  are  ^  base 
'  enough  to  be  (prepared  for  this?    No,  sir,  they 

*  will,  I  repeat  it,  they  will  resist  this  tyrannic 

*  system.    The  people  will  oppose — the  States 

*  will  not  submit  to  its  operation — they  ought  not 

*  to  acquiesce,  and  I  pray  to  (3od  they  nerer  may." 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  view  I  hare  taken  of  our 
publie  a£Giirs  has  filled  me  with  gloom  and  de- 
spondency. Life  and  all  its  enjoyments  are  with 
me  much  diminished  in  value.  The  plot  of  this 
political  drama  has  been  for  some  thickening; 
the  catastrophe  is  at  hand.  We  live  in  an  age  of 
wonders.  It  has  been  our  lot  to  witness  some  of 
the  most  remarkable  events  which  have  ever 
taken  place  in  the  moral,  political,  or  physical 
world.  In  common  with  others  I  have  marked 
the  signs  of  the  times,  and  look  to  their  develop- 
ment with  the  most  awful  forebodings.  It  is  per- 
haps possible  that  this  country  may  escape  de- 
struction; I  hope  it  may.  But  when  I  see  ruin 
and  desolation  staring  us  in  the  face,  although 
I  am  not  gi?en  to  superstition,  I  cannot  but  re- 
member that  I  have  seen  comets  blaze,  and  the 
sun  struggle  under  a  total  eclipse.  1  hope,  sir, 
almost  against  all  hope,  that  the  freedom  of  our 
institutions  may  be  preserved;  but  when  I  see 
this  system  of  conscription  about  to  be  forced 
upon  us,  although  I  can  scarcely  bring  myself  to 
believe  in  omens,  yet  I  feel  an  uniuual  emotion 
at  the  recollection  that  the  GhMldess  of  Liberty 
was  burnt  up  in  your  Capitol. 

If  this  military  conscription  becomes  the  law 
of  the  land,  the  freedom  of  this  country  is  de- 
stroyed, and  the  union  of  the  States  is  gone  for 
ever  I 

When  Mr.  M.  had  concluded,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Fbiday,  December  9. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  Gk>  vera  men  t  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on 
spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  by 
a^mending  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  dis- 
tillers of  spirituous  liquors,"  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  '^  to  incorporate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
of  America;"  in  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Mr.  Eppeb,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  "  to  provide 
additional  revenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 


theGovemment  and  maiataioing  the  paUic  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  f^odtj  wares  and 
merchandise  manufactured  within  the  United 
States" — which  bill  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Eppbs,  also  reported  a  bill  "  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenue  for  defrajring  the  expenses  of 
the  Government  and  maintaining  the  public  ered  it, 
by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and 
on  gold  and  silver  watches." 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John 
C.  Horlburt,  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

MILITIA  DRAUGHTS. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  aathorizing  tbe 
President  of  the  United  States  to  call  into  service 
80,430  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  frootien  of 
the  United  States. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  being 
yet  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Babnett,  of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  Rbxa,  of 
Tennessee, opposed  the  motion  to  strike  ool 

Mr.  Wkbstbr,  of  New  Hampshire,  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  DovALL,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  My  desire  to  address  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  present  bill,  does  not  arise  from  the 
hope  of  either  fame  or  distinction.  These  can 
only  belong  to  great  talents  and  distinguished  ac- 
tion. But,  sir,  I  am  impelled  by  my  judgment 
and  duty  to  protest  against  the  opinions  and  doc- 
trines which  have  been  advanced  by  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Miu.Ba,) 
on  the  various  subjects  which  he  has  brought  be- 
fore this  Committee— opinions  and  objections 
against  the  powers  of  Congress,  which,  if  they 
unfortunately  should  be  brought  into  practice, 
would  overturn  every  principle  of  civil  liberty, 
destroy  all  sobordioatton  and  union,  and  rend  in- 
to pieces  the  Constitution  of  the  countrv.  Before 
I  proceed  to  examine  the  arguments  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Millkr,)  permit 
me  to  say,  I  am  opposed  to  strikins  out  any  part 
of  this  bill,  unless  I  can  be  persuaded,  in  an  hour 
of  slarm  and  peril,  to  surrender  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  nation.  The  provisions  contained 
in  this  bill  are  not  only  proper,  but  absokitelv  ne- 
cessary. The  rejection  of  the  measure  would  be 
to  disarm  the  nation,  and  increase  the  calamities 
of  wsr.  I  had  hoped  that,  as  the  motion  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  EppBa) 
had  prevailed,  to  reduce  the  term  ol  militia  ser- 
vice from  two  years  to  one,  that  all  further  ob- 
jections on  the  part  of  the  Opposition  would  van- 
ish. I  did  not  long  remain  in  this  error.  All  the 
cUmor  of  party  has  been  roused  by  this  measure, 
and,  by  gentlemen  in  the  opposition,  it  is  loudly 
denounced  as  odious,  tyrannical,  and  unconsiitu- 
tiunal.  Sir,  I  had  hoped  that  the  stormy  passions 
of  party  were  in  a  great  measure  allayed  by  the 
perilous  situation  of  the  country.  Opposed  to  a 
powerful  and  ambitious  enemy,  who  is  collectinff 
all  the  deluge  of  war  to  pour  on  this  deroted 
land,  with  a  Treasury  exhausted^  and  a  gsllant 
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army  reduced  in  Dumbers  bat  not  io  spirit,  I,  in- 
deed, bad  hoped  that  gentlemen  in  the  opposition 
(under  these  circumstances)  would  have  stood 
forward  to  defend  their  soil  and  ttovereignty.    In 
this  hope  I  hare  not  altogether  been  disappoioted. 
Some  gentlemen  of  high  and  distingnished  lal- 
encs,  who  now  stand  at  fhe  bead  of  the  Federal 
party,  have  declared  their  determination  to  vote 
the  supplies  for  the  Gtovernment,  and,  on  several 
occasions,  have  nobly  triumphed  over  their  feel- 
ings, and  placed  themselves  on  American  ground. 
This  is  the  duty  of  every  American ;  they  owe  it 
to  themselves  and  their  country.    I  ask  not  gen- 
tlemen to  sacrifice  their  principles.  Surely,  when 
their  aid  is  demanded  to  preserve  our  rights,  let 
them  expose  the  errors  of  the  Administration  |  let 
them  expose  the  policy  which  has  been  pursued 
by  the  dominant  party;  let  them  endeavor  to 
convince  the  people  that  their  confidence  has 
been  misplaced  and  abased ;  nay,  let  them  exert 
all  their  powers  to  change  the  rulers  of  the  na- 
tion, and  call  other  men  and  measures  into  ac* 
tion.    But,  in  the  name  of  our  common  country, 
I  call  on  them  to  prepare  to  meet  an  enemy  as 
implacable  as  he  is  powerful.    The  member  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Millbr)  commenced  his  argu- 
ments against  this  bill,  by  gravely  informing  the 
Committee  that  he  not  only  objected  to  this,  but  to 
all  the  military  plans  which  had  been  offered,  be- 
cause, he  says,  they  are  coercive.     Will  the  gen- 
tleman be  so  obliging  as  to  inform  us  how  Fong 
it  has  been  since  he  made  this  important  discov- 
ery 1    That  the  civil,  criminal,  and  military  laws 
of  this  country  should  be  coercive  on  its  citizens, 
is  surely  tyrannical.    But,  until  the  learned  gen- 
tleman can  point  out  to  me  a  country  whose  laws 
have  no  penalties,  and  whose  military  code  is  not 
coercive,  I  must  be  permitted   to  believe  this 
strange  and  visionary  notion  has  been  only  drawn 
from  Plato's  ideal  republic.    Indeed,  sir,  this  ar- 
gument is  an  excellent  specimen  of  the  lengthy, 
and  learned,  and  elaborate  speech  delivered  bv 
the  gentleman  on  this  subject ;  the  whole  of  which 
was  no  doubt  the  o&pring  of  much  painful  re- 
flection and  deep  research.    It  was  the  most  logi- 
cal, historical,  and  tragical  discourse,  that  ever 
was  delivered  in  a  legislative  body.    I  was  at  a 
loss  to  determine,  whether  most  to  admire  his 
powers  as  an  historian,  his  clearness  as  a  logician, 
or  the  refined  excellence  of  his  poetic  fancy.    It 
is  rare  that  one  individual  excels  in  more  than 
one  science  or  accomplishment,  but  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  New  York  is  surely  an  ex- 
ception.   I  feel  half  inclined  to  complain  of  the 
brilliancy  of  his  fancy,  for  it  threw  such  a  daz- 
zling flood  of  light  around  his  subject  and  argu- 
ments, that  I  must  own  my  mind  was  often  so 
bewildered  as  not  to  comprehend  all  his  nice  and 
excellent  deductions ;  but  this  was  certainly  my 
fault,  or  rather  my  misfortune,  for  the  eye  of  real 
genius  is  always  clearest  and  brightest  in  the 
blaze  of  science. 

The  Committee  will  pardon  this  digression ;  it 
was  justly  due  to  the  gentleman.  This  bill  has 
been  called  conscription,  for  the  purpose  of  ren- 
dering it  odious  to  the  people.    It  is  not  the  first 
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time  that  a  measure  has  been  denounced  by  soma 
peculiar  name,  in  order  to  produce  opposition,  or 
to  defeat  its  object.    Such  a  shallow  artifice  can- 
not deceive  any  but  those  who  are  willing  to  be 
deluded.    The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mn 
Millsr)  read  to  the  Committee  some  pages  of 
most  pathetic  declamation  on    the    distressing 
scenes    which    conscription    had    produced    in 
France;  but  he  forgot  to  show  the  coincidence 
between  the  bill  now  before  us  and  the  conscrip- 
tion code  of  France.    I  say  there  is  no  coinci- 
dence ;  no,  not  even  in  the  classification,  and  still 
less  in  any  other  feature.    The  conscription  laws 
of  France  were  first  introduced  by  their  Direc- 
tory, and  are  in  strict  imitation  of  the  Roman  dis- 
cipline, which  compelled  every  citizen  to  become 
a  soldier.    They  were  adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
aggrandizement  and  conquest.    All  Frenchmen 
were  classed  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and 
twenty-five  only;  in  this  particular  it  was  op- 
pressive and  unjust.    The  conscripts  were  often 
treated  with  the  utmost  cruelty,  and  if  they  de- 
serted their  parents  were  made  responsible  for 
their  appearance,  or  their  fortunes  paid  an  exor- 
bitant fine.    All  this,  too^  was  done  to  carry  on 
foreign  wars  without  their  consent,  to  gratify  an 
ambitious  tyrant*    The  people  of  France  were 
controlled  by  the  iron  rod  of  a  military  despot, 
who  was  only  governed  by  his  interest  and  clory. 
They  made  no  laws — their  voice  was  not  beard 
in  their  councils.    Day  after  day,  and  year  after 
year,  were  they  dragged  unwilling  victims  to 
fight  the  wars  of  their  master  in  every  part  of 
their  continent.    The  younf  men  saw  no  termi- 
nation to  their  military  toils  but  in  the  arms  of 
death  ;  and  if  they  survived  the  period  assigned 
for  military  service,  they  were  but  seldom  re- 
warded for  the  scars  which  they  bore,  while  un- 
usual hardships  and  constant  exposure  entailed 
upon  them  poverty  and  premature  old  age.    No 
wonder  can  then  be  excited  when  we  are  told 
that  the  people  of  France  dreaded  and  execrated 
conscription. 

Let  us  now  examine  this  American  bill,  and 
compare  it  with  the  conscription  of  France. 
First,  all  the  free  male  |>opul8tion  of  the  United 
States,  over  the  age  of  eighteen  and  under  forty- 
five,  are  bound  to  render  military  service  when- 
ever they  are  legally  draughted.  The  section 
which  permits  a  class  to  exonerate  itself  by  fur- 
nishing one  recruit  for  the  regular  army,  so  far 
from  being  objectionable,  is,  in  fact,  an  advantage 
to  the  whole  body  of  militia.  This  difference, 
and  the  extension  of  the  term  of  service  six 
months  longer  than  usual,  are  the  only  changea 
in  the  militia  laws  now  in  operation. 

If  this  is  conscription,  it  was  practised  during 
our  Revolution.  It  has  been  the  invariable  prac- 
tice during  the  present  war,  and  must  continue 
so  long  as  we  are  governed  by  the  Constitution. 
It  is  nothing  more  than  the  people  of  these  States 
expected,  when  they  instructed  their  Represent- 
atives in  Congress  to  declare  war  with  Great 
Britain.  If  this  be  called  cooscripuon  by  the  Op- 
position, it  is  equally  so  to  bring  the  militia  into 
the  field  for  six  or  three  month*  5  nay,  eYe^  fox  » 
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single  dftf.  Bat  the  member  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Miller,)  and  his  friends,  feeling  that  this 
argument  was  too  weak  to  support  them  even  for 
a  moment,  turned  to  the  Constitution ^  and  en- 
dear ored  to  base  their  reasonings  on  its  sacred 
principles.  Sir.  in  this  they  have  failed,  and  their 
attempt  has  onlf  more  dearljr  exposed  the  error 
of  their  doctrines.  The  militia  belong  to  the 
States,  it  is  urged,  and  Congress  hare  no  right  to 
call  them  into  serrice,  for  they  may  be  wanted 
for  State  defence. 

I  answer— the  General  Government  is  bound 
to  provide  for  the  weal  and  protection  of  every 
State  in  the  Union.  That  the  Constitution  gives 
to  Congress  the  power  to  provide  for  organizing, 
arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia,  and  for  gov- 
erning such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States.  That  it  also 
invests  Congress  with  power  to  call  forth  the 
militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress 
insurrections,  and  repel  invasions.  Will  it  be 
denied  that  our  country  is  now  invaded?  No, 
this  must  be  admitted  by  the  most  incredulous. 
Yet,  possessing  these  powers,  and  under  these 
circumstances,  we  are  told  that  this  bill  is  uncon- 
stitutional. I  ask  gentlemen  if  the  very  compact 
which  they  guard  with  so  much  watchfulness, 
does  not  recognise  the  militia  as  the  bulwark  of 
our  liberties?  And  yet  thev  say,  in  effect,  that 
Congress  cannot  command  their  services.  Before 
my  mind  can  assent  to  this  strange  contradiction, 
and  extraordinary  opinion,  gentlemen  must  prove 
to  me  that  it  is  unconstitutional  to  call  the  militia 
into  service  for  six  or  three  months,  or  even  for  a 
day;  for  their  reasons  will  apply  as  strong  in 
every  instance  I  have  mentioned,  as  they  can 
against  this  bill. 

The  member  from  New  York  (Mr.  Miller) 
with  great  emotion  has  declared  that,  were  he  to 
vote  tor  this  bill,  he  should  disgrace  the  ashes  of 
his  fathers,  that  it  violates  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  ought  to  be  suffered  quietly  to  enjoy 
their  own  firesides.  I  will  tell  the  gentleman 
that  he  can  never  disgrace  the  ashes  of  his  fathers 
h^  defending  his  country;  they  have  given  to 
him  an  example  that  should  awaken  all  his  pride 
to  emulate;  they  never  refused  to  defend  the  soil 
and  independence  which  their  noble  valor  has 
since  given  to  their  posterity;  could  their  pure 
and  generous  spirits  witness  these  scenes,  and 
hear  such  sentiments,  they  would  weep  angel 
tears  over  the  degeneracy  and  ingratitude  of  their 
sons.  But  we  should  enjoy  our  firesides !  What 
enjoyment,  let  me  inquire,  is  to  be  found  in  this 
enviable  situation,  when  war  is  striding  over  the 
people,  breathing  destruction  on  our  borders  ?  Can 
the  member  from  New  York  (Mr.  Miller)  feel, 
in  times  such  as  these,  the  quiet  and  enjoyment 
of  which  he  speaks?  No,  in  the  interest  which 
he  has  taken  m  our  various  campaigns,  in  the 
minute  recital  of  our  misfortunes,  in  the  painful 
and  melancholy  feelings  which  he  has  illustrated 
by  such  frequent  quotations  of  the  poetic  language 
of  the  great  dramatist,  it  is  disclosed  that  he  re- 
poses not  in  these  times  in  quiet  content  by  his 
own  fireside;  let  us  not  talk  of  these  enjoyments 


in  the  strife  of  war — this  theme  the  Anerican 
will  reserve  for  the  halcvon  days  of  peace. 

But  the  member  from  New  York  (Mr.  Miujbs) 
has  said,  that  this  nation  can  only  be  saved  by 
reviving  its  credit,  and  recruiting  its  armies;  yet 
he  declares  that  bis  assent  shall  not  be  given  to 
this  end,  although  he  has  told  us  this,  and  this 
only,  can  save  the  nation.  Is  it  possibke  that  the 
honorable  member  is  so  lost  to  duty  and  love  of 
country,  that,  under  no  situation  in  which  he 
may  t>e  placed,  will  he  give  his  aid  to  provide 
men  or  money  for  defence  ? 

[Here  Mr.  Miller  rose,  and  said  be  was  mis- 
understood by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky; 
that  he  had  said  he  would  not  give  any  eapplies 
to  the  Government  for  the  conquest  oi  Canada; 
but  that  if  our  army  was  withdrawn  from  that 
country,  and  the  project  of  conquest  relinquisbei 
he  wonld  go  as  far  as  any  gentleman  to  raise 
men  and  money  for  defence.] 

Mr.  Duval L  regretted  he  had  misanderstood 
the  f;entleman ;  that  it  was  neither  his  object  oi 
inclination  to  misstate  his  arguments,  and  no  gen- 
tleman would  accuse  him  of  so  mean  a  subterfuge 

It  was  but  the  other  day  that  the  member  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Miller)  declared  on  this  floor, 
that  the  Government  had  abandoned  every  ob- 

t'ect  for  which  this  war  was  commenced.  I  take 
lim  at  his  word,  and  the  supposed  conquest  (£ 
Canada  cannot  now  be  an  obstacle;  bat,  to  re- 
move his  lear  of  conquest,  let  me  offer  him  proof 
which  is  undeniable,  to  dissipate  the  inquietude 
which  he  still  feels  on  this  subject.  I  mean  the 
instructions  given  to  our  Ministers,  and  the  offer 
to  make  peace  on  their  part  with  the  British  com- 
missioners,  on  terms  of  which  they  have  no  right 
to  complain.  How,  then,  can  it  be  seriously 
urged  that  this  is  a  war  of  conquest?  Even  the 
gentleman  himself  has  said,  that  ail  thv  objects 
for  which  this  war  was  declared  are  now  aban- 
doned. In  one  breath  we  are  told  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people  to  place 
at  the  disposal,  and  under  the  control  of  the  men 
in  power,  a  great  military  force;  in  the  next  mo- 
ment the  same  gentleman  declares  that  the  Ad- 
ministration have  neither  talents  nor  capacity  to 
carry  on  the  war ;  and  that  such  is  their  imbecil- 
ity, that  were  they  to  furnish  the  supplies  they 
would  be  profusely  and  ineffectoally  expended. 
I  leave  such  absurd  contradictions  to  be  recon- 
ciled by  those  who  claim  them  as  just  and  unan- 
swerable arguments. 

But,  said  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Millkb,)  beware 
how  you  trample  on  the  rights  of  your  citizens, 
for  remember  justice  never  sleeps;  I  lament  that 
his  conduct  has  not  proved  the  truth  of  bis  re- 
mark. Justice  among  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple I  trust  will  never  sleep,  but  with  some  in  the 
opposition  she  even  now  slumbers  unto  death. 
Justice  expired  with  the  gentleman  and  some  of 
his  friends  in  the  opposition,  when  they  declared 
in  this  Hall,  and  in  the  face  of  the  whole  nation, 
that  this  war  is  wicked  and  unjust. 

That  the  nation  commenced  the  wsr  before 
they  were  prepared,  was,  and  is  yet,  my  opinion. 
But  that  we  had  not  ample  cause  to  justify  our 
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resort  to  arms,  I  do  deay.  Was^  it  wicked  and 
unjust  to  resist  the  enemy  in  their  illegal  decrees 
and  blockades?  Was  it  wicked  and  unjust  to  re- 
sist the  capture  and  confiscation  of  our  vessels 
and  cargoes?  Was  it  wicked  and  aigust  to  re- 
sist the  impressment  of  our  seamen  ?  If  none  of 
these  contain  the  wickedness  and  injustice  of 
which  genilemen  complain*  I  ask  in  what  does  it 
exist?  Let  gentiemea  no  longer  refuse  their  as- 
sistance; let  them  not  sit  calmly  bj  and  see  the 
farms  of  tb«ir  citizens  pillaged,  their  habitations 
wrapped  in  flames ;  and  when  the  voice  of  mad- 
dening distress  shall  assail  them  with  petitions^ 
coldly  answer,  we  will  not  aid  or  protect  you,  for 
this  war  is  wicked  and  unjust.  When  our  terri- 
tory is  invaded  by  your  enemy,  and  he  bids  defi- 
ance to  your  arms;  when  your  citizens,  no  longer 
able  to  resist  their  iniquitous  and  rapacious  de- 
mands, call  on  you  for  ptoiection,  which  you 
have  solemnly  sworn  under  our  Constitution  to 
give,  will  you  violate  the  high  obligation,  and  an- 
swer, it  cannot  be  given,  for  this  war  is  wicked 
and  unjust  ?  Have  you  not  heard  the  cries  of 
distress  arising  from  ruffian  profanation  ?  Have 
you  aot  marked  the  spots  where  your  cities  and 
hamlets  once  stood,  waose  ashes  have  been  slaked 
with  the  blood  of  your  citizens  ?  and,  yet,  are 
you  calm  and  undisturbed,  refusing  to  redress 
their  sufferings,  or  to  aid  in  the  punishment  of  the 
incendiary  myrmidons  who  have  violated  your 
people,  becanse  you  say  this  war  is  wicked  and 
unjust? 

In  vain  majr  the  citizens  of  your  Indian  fron- 
tier recite  their  sad  and  dreadful  sufferings.  The 
exterminating  warfare  of  a  merciless  foe,  whose 
joy  in  blood  rises  to  madness,  is  suffered,  with 
your  consent,  to  rage  wit|i  death  and  desolation 
on  your  borders.  The  rude  children  of  the  brave 
and  daring  hunter,  and  the  family  of  the  unoffend- 
ing and  peaceable  emigrent^ink  alike  beneath 
the  arm  of  their  savage  foe.  Do  they  desire  your 
protection  ?  Yes ;  but  you  sternly  bid  them  die. 
because  you  still  say  that  this  war  is  wicked  ana 
unjust^ 

I  would  ask,  from  what  does  this  apathy,  on 
tJhe  part  of  many  in  th«  opposition  originate  ?  I 
fear,  from  local  distinctions  and  invidious  re- 
marks, which,  with  regret  and  pain,  I  have  so 
often  heard  thrown  out  in  the  warmth  of  discussion. 
There  is  a  class  of  politicians  in  this  country  who 
have,  for  years,  wUh  the  most  unwearied  indus- 
try and  artifice,  endeavored  to  make  the  Eastern 
and  Northern  sections  of  this  Union  believe  that 
the  Southern  and  Western  States  are  jealous  of 
their  increasing  wealth  and  commercial  impor- 
tance. This  opinion  has  been  supported  and  en- 
couraged by  demagogues,  for  base  and  perfidious 
purposes.  The  good  sense  of  the  nation  (it  is  the 
nope  of  every  American)  will  soon  correct  so  fa- 
tal an  opinion.  The  happiness  and  interest  of 
all  the  States  are  linked  tof^ether  by  every  tie 
that  can  bind  society— speaking  the  same  same 
language,  living  under  the  same  general  laws, 
connected  by  marriage,  blood,  and  friendship,  and 
worshipping  the  same  great  benevolent  Being— 
how  can  stronger  connexion  exist?    Is  interest 


more  binding  ?  Be  it  so.  The  North  and  East 
are  commercial;  the  South  and  the  West  are 
engaged  in  agriculture;  if  commerce  is  impeded 
or  suspended,  the  ships  of  our  merchants  are  idle 
and  decaying;  the  produce  of  the  South  and 
West  remain  on  the  planter's  or  farmer's  hands, 
dead,  wasting,  and  unproductive,  or  becomes 
spoiled,  unfit  for  market,  and  is  wholly  lost.  Na- 
ture intended  that  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States  should  produce  the  daring  and  enterprisiDg 
mariners  of  the  Union ;  to  make  them  so,  she  has 
ffiven  to  them  fine  bays^  harbors,  and  rivers;  she 
nas  placed  the  fisheries  in  their  neighborhood  as 
a  nursery  for  their  seamen ;  their  camate  is  cold, 
and  soil  nnsuited  to  the  various  productions  of 
raw  material  necessary  for  their  factories,  which 
are  found  in  abundance  in  the  South  and  West. 
New  England  will  not  only  possess  the  carrying 
trade  of  the  South  and  West,  but  will,  from  her 
great  and  increasing  population,  necessarily  be- 
come their  manufacturer.  All  this  is  so  obvious 
and  certain,  that  the  demagogues  of  either  party 
cannot  lon^  deceive  the  people,  by  crying  out 
that  their  interests  are  separate  and  distinct. 
Away,  then,  with  invidious  sectional  distinctions; 
let  us  speak  of  ourselves  as  a  nation,  and  not  as 
separate  hordes  of  wrangling  and  jealous  savages. 
The  bold  and  enterprising  mariner  of  the  North 
may  proudly  rank  with  the  first  in  the  nation. 
Yes,  sir,  these  are  the  men  who  belong  to  your 
Navv,  who  have  acquired  more  glory  in  two  years 
for  themselves  and  country,  than  ever  England 
could  boast  in  half  a  centorv ;  a  gem  which  shall 
shine  with  undiminished  splendor  down  the  long 
annals  of  time.  This  nation  should  never,  in 
peace,  forget  that  a  Navy  is  her  right  arm  in 
war. 

It  was  with  pleasure  I  listened  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  while  he  praised  the  valor 
of  our  land  and  naval  commancliers,  and  I  could 
not  but  deem  it  strange  that  he,  who  seemed  so 
animated  at  his  own  recital  of  their  gallant  deeds, 
should  yet  refuse  to  follow  their  example  in  de- 
fending his  country. 

I  did  not  hope  to  follow  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  through  all  the  various  remarks  which 
he  pressed  into  this  discussion ;  nor  can  I  follow 
him  in  the  sublime  poetic  effusions  and  number- 
less quotations  from  celebrated  authors.  Indeed, 
sir,  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  gentleman's  speech 
was  not  made  for  the  present  bill,  but  for  the  bill 
which  has  been  reported  to  this  House  by  the 
honorable  chairman  (Mr.  Troup)  of  the  Military 
Committee;  but,  as  it  is  probable  it  will  not  be 
acted  on,  the  honorable  member  from  New  York 
has  transferred  his  objection  from  that  to  the  bill 
from  the  Senate.  But  nothing  is  impossible  to 
great  genius ;  no  subject  is  too  hi^h  or  too  low 
to  escape  its  subtle  attention.  It  delights  to  bring 
objects  and  things,  radically  different,  together; 
and,  like  electricity,  its  course  is  brilliant,  wild, 
and  eccentric.  Hence,  we  may  account  for  the 
introduction  of  Governor  Tompkins  and  his 
charger  by  the  honorable  member,  to  this  Com- 
mittee, caparisoned  in  all  the  pomp  of  war ;  and 
also  for  the  rapid  flight  which  he  instaaUy  took 
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from  the  back  of  this  war  horse,  as  be  said,  ''to 
pluck  bright  honor  from  the  pale-faced  moon," 
where,  for  the  present,  I  leave  the  gentleman. 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  shall  not  be 
claimed  much  longer  by  me,  for  I  throw  by  many 
remarks,  which  have  been  made  in  the  course  of 
debate,  in  order  to  call  your  reflections  to  a  sub- 
ject t^at  has  been  too  often  agitated  to  escape 
reply.  I  mean  the  doctrine  of  rebellion,  which 
has  Deen  trumpeted  in  our  ears  by  more  than  one 
member  of  this  body.  It  is  time  that  gentlemen 
in  the  Opposition  should  allay  the  fury  of  passion 
by  the  exercise  of  reason  and  calm  inquiry.  Can 
one  individual  in  this  body  be  found  who  will  ad- 
vocate principles  destructive  of  the  happiness  and 
Constitution  of  his  country?  Yes,  this  House 
has  heard  discord  and  rebellion  encouraged  and 
avowed  from  more  than  one  quarter.  The  mem- 
ber from  New  York  (Mr.  Miller)  has  declared 
that  this  militia  system,  or,  as  he  terms  it,  coTi- 
Bcnptioriy  will  not  be  submitted  to  by  the  people ; 
that  they  ought  to  resist  such  oppression,  such 
infringements  of  their  rights,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  resist. 

[Here  Mr.  Miller  rose  to  explain,  and  said  that 
the  language  he  had  used,  were  the  words  of  Mr. 
Livingston,  a  Democrat,  and  were  delivered  in  a 
speech  when  he  was  opposed  to  Mr.  Adams's 
Administration,  and  he  (Mr.  M.)  now  adopted 
them  as  his  own.] 

Mr.  Duvall  said,  he  had  so  understood  thet^n- 
tleman,  and  although  he  claimed  the  benefit  of 
the  example  introduced,  it  was  not  on  that  ac- 
count the  less  mischievous  and  pernicious;  that 
demagogues  belonged  to  all  parties,  and  were 
equally  to  be  detested  and  condemned.  Let  gen- 
tlemen who  are  giving  tone  and  encouragement 
to  rebellion,  beware  of  the  consequences;  for,  I 
tell  them,  they  are  treading  over  a  burning  vol- 
cano that  may  burst  upon  them  in  dreadful  ruin. 
Do  they  propose  to  better  their  conditions,  or  the 
condition  of  their  country,  by  such  dangerous  and 
mad  contention  ?  If  so,  let  me  drive  from  them 
far  the  fatal  delusion.  Look  to  the  French  Rev- 
olution, and  learn,  in  time,  to  avoid  the  bloody 
scenes  which  mavand  will  be  reacted  in  America. 
How  many  of  all  the  numerous  and  daring  revo- 
lutionists of  France  are  now  in  existence?  Few, 
indeed,  compared  to  the  many  who  have  fallen 
before  the  power  of  that  rebellion,  which  owed 
to  them  its  spring  and  creation.  All  France  did 
not  produce,  with  her  millions  of  men,  a  single 
individual  who  could  snatch  the  helm  and  wield 
the  sword  of  the  nation.  Such  men  are  rare  cre^ 
ations  of  nature — five  centuries  will  not  produce 
such  another  man  as  the  Corsican,  who  braved 
the  tempest  of  Revolution,  and  rode  on  surges  of 
blood  to  the  imperial  throne  of  France. 

Beware,  in  time,  beware,  of  the  fate  that  will 
attend  your  temerity ;  for,  believe  me  when  I  tell 
you,  you,  who  create,  are  not  the  men  thai  can 
control  the  tide  of  rebellion ;  you,  first  of  all, 
shall  be  overwhelmed  by  its  resistless  fury.  De- 
ceive not  yourselves  and  friends  with  the  vain 
and  fooUi«h  hope  that  you  can  **  mount  the  whirl- 
wind and  direct  the  storm,''  for  you  will  be  scat- 


tered before  it  *'like  chaff  before  the  wind  of 
heaven.'^ 

Mr.  Imoersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems  to  be  the  determina- 
tion of  gentlemen  to  debate  all  the  milifarf ,  and 
and  all  the  national  subjects  too,  on  the  present 
motion.  I  had  hoped  that  discussion  would  have 
been  reserved  for  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tions I  laid  on  the  table  the  day  before  yesterday, 
and  which  it  was  my  intention  to  have  called  up 
the  moment  the  present  business  is  disposed  of. 
I  never  much  liked  this  bill.  It  eoa braces  the 
same  principles  without  the  powerful  effecU  of 
the  other  plan,  with  a  greater  eompliention  of 
machinery.  It  was,  originally,  but  a  weak,  di- 
luted measure,  in  my  opinion,  and  a  bad  substi- 
tute for  the  direct  classification  and  draught  into 
the  regular  armies,  which  I  hold  to  be  the  best, 
and  indeed  the  only  efficient  system.  I  had  re> 
solved,  however,  to  vote  for  the  bill,  because  I  do 
not  perceive  that  it  may  not  serve  as  an  accessory 
to  the  classification  ;  and  even,  eviscerated  as  it 
has  been  by  the  success  of  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Eppes,)  to  rednce  the 
term  of  service  from  two  years  to  one,  I  do  not 
yet  say  that  I  will  withhold  from  it  my  support. 
Something  must  be  done. 

To  be  insensible  to  the  extreme  importance  of 
time  at  this  crisis  is  to  be  insensible  to  the  crisis 
itself.  This  is  the  moment  for  action,  nor  decla- 
mation ;  and  gentlemen  on  both  sides  may  rest 
assured  that  their  controversies  are,  like  a  sea- 
fight,  surrounded  by  a  mass  of  destructive  ele- 
ment infinitely  more  to  be  apprehended  than  their 
own  ability  to  injure  each  other — an  element  of 
destruction,  which,  if  neglected  or  provoked,  will 
swallow  up  both  the  contending  parties  togethetj 
while  they  are  vainly  striving  which  sha/fover- 
throw  the  other.  To  change  the  iJlostration,  we 
are  in  conflict,  sir,  as  it  were,  in  a  vast  place  of 
interment,  where  eternity  yawns  tipon  us  from 
ten  thousand  mouths,  and  where,  whichever  party 
brings  his  antagonist  to  theeartn,can  achieve  no 
more  enviable  victory  than  that  of  being  buried 
altogether  in  the  same  un honored  grave.  Oen- 
tlemen  seem  to  think,  sir,  that  their  constituents 
sent  them  here  with  no  other  purpose  than  to  pull 
down  one  Administration  and  supplant  it  with 
another.  They  tell  us,  with  one  breath,  that  the 
present  Administration  was  forced  into  this  war, 
and  with  the  next  breath,  they  make  the  Admin- 
istration answerable  for  all  its  misfortunes.  They 
denounce  that  Administration  as  the  most  imbe- 
cile, indigent,  and  despicable  in  the  world;  and 
yet,  with  all  the  wealth,  and  all  the  uleots,  they 
have  in  vain  withheld  their  wealth,  in  vain  ex- 
ercised their  talents  to  thrust  this  miserable  ob- 
stacle from  their  course.  They  possess,  excls- 
sively,  all  the  physical  resources,  and  all  ibe 
patriotic  attachments  of  the  soil  of  the  country — 
the  bone,  marrow,  sinews,  and  vitals  of  the  Sute 
— and  they  come  here  to  reproach  Admiai^tra- 
lion  for  not  having  prevented  or  defeated  s  sud- 
den inroad  upon  this  Capital,  while  a  portion  of 
their  own  territory  has  Men,  for  six  months,  in 
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he  undisputed  occupation  of  the  enemy — sub- 
lued  without  resistance,  and  held  without  an  ef- 
fort to  regain  it.  We  can  all  recollect,  Mr.  Chair- 
nao,  how  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
Mr.  Websteb,)  in  particular,  demonstrated  to 
ts,  about  this  time  last  year,  that  our  war  was 
mpopular  and  unjust;  how  he  entertained  us 
irith  distinctions  between  war  offensive  and  war 
efensive ;  between  the  mercenary  spirit  of  extra- 
erritorial  conquest  and  aggrandizement  on  the 
ne  hand,  and  the  generous  ardor  of  repelling  in- 
asioQ  on  the  other;  how  he  proved  our  inability 
0  conquer  Canada  without  the  cordial  co-opera- 
ion  of  New  England;  and  how  speedily  Canada 
krould  be  overrun  and  subdued  if  his  immediate 
ellow-citizens  could  be  enlisted  into  the  cause, 
nstead  of  the  armies — and  yet,  now  that  the  war 
las  become  defensive  to  them ;  now  that  it  has 
lUshed  itself  into  their  plantations ;  now  that  the 
onqueror  rings  the  knell  of  a  curfew  every  eve- 
ling  over  their  own  firesides,  not  a  note  of  prepa- 
ation  or  resistance  do  we  hear  from  their  moun- 
ains  or  their  seaboard,  nor  any  other  note  but 
hat  of  rejoicing  in  the  happy  exchange  they 
lave  made  of  war  without  trade  for  trade  with- 
out war.  Nay,  sir,  they  are  more  robust  than 
ver  in  opposition  to  the  war,  now  that  nothing 
s  left  in  dispute  but  a  canton  of  their  own  soil; 
;nd  thej  venture  to  threaten  us  with  disunion  for 
iresuming  to  enact  a  militia  law,  when  the  enemy 
•ffers  us  a  peace  we  can  accede  to  at  any  moment, 
nd  leave  that  section  which  shakes  the  rod  of 
ismembermeot  over  our  heads  to  fight  out  the 
attle  with  Great  Britain.    Sir.  I  do  not  belong 

0  that  slaveholding  portion  or  these  States  to 
vhic  h  such  frequent  and  such  angry  allusions  are 
nade  from  another  quarter,  and,  for  particular 
easons,  I  look  with  a  degree  of  reverence  and 

1  strong  regard  towards  the  East.  I  listen,  too, 
vith  pleasure,  generally,  to  whatever  falls  from 
he  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Wbb- 
rrER,)  because,  however  I  may  disapprove  the 
loctrine,  it  is,  for  the  most  part,  supported  by  ar- 
gument, as  to-day  it  was  by  eloquence.  But  it 
^as,  if  1  may  so  express  it,  with  a  very  painful 
pleasure  that  I  attended  to  his  pathetic  threats 
;his  morning. 

Mr.  Chairman,  a  dissolution  of  this  Confeder- 
icy  is  a  national  misfortune,  upon  which  I  never 
;hiok  without  great  pain.  The  political  school 
in  which  I  have  made  my  inconsiderable  acqui- 
sitions, abhors  and  deprecates  so  desperate  a  re- 
sort. I  know  of  but  one  evil  more  to  be  dreaded. 
But  there  is  one,  and  of  that  one  I  inform  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire.  It  is  the  de- 
terring those  States  who  hold  a  legitimate  as- 
cendency in  the  Government  from  any  measure 
whatever,  by  the  threat  of  a  dismemberment  as 
the  conseauence  of  it.  Whenever  this  ia  the 
case,  the  Union  is  virtually  dissolved.  The  sab- 
stance  is  gone,  and  nothing  remains  but  the  shad- 
ow— a  cold  and  melancholy  shade  of  authority — 
without  warmth,  without  life — contemptible  to 
oar  enemies,  and  formidable  only  to  ourselves. 
Minorities  have  their  rights,  and  I  should  be  one 
of  the  last  to  infringe  upon  them.    But  majori- 


ties have  duties  too,  and  duties  to  be  performed 
at  every  hazard. 

Sir,  we  have  been  but  too  long  threatened  with 
dissoluiionj  but  too  often  deterred  from  proper 
and  Constitutional  purposes  by  such  apprehen- 
sions. The  same  ground  was  taken  in  the  same 
quarter  against  the  embargo  laws.  The  same 
threats.  But  there  was  no  resistance  to  those 
very  severe  and  unpalatable  acts;  and  I  trust 
there  will  be  none  to  this  militia  bill.  I  do  not 
believe  that  there  will.  But  whether  there  will 
or  not  shall  have  no  influence  upon  me.  If  I 
consider  the  thing  just,  I  shall  vote  for  it  and 
maintain  it,  leaving  results  to  themselves.  Is 
there  nothing,  bir,  irom  the  Potomac  to  the  Pe- 
nobscot but  one  vast  sea  of  Administration?  Is 
there  no  country  left  to  embark  upon?  Have 
we  no  wrongs  to  avenge?  No  rights  to  assert? 
No  enemy  to  contend  with?  No  home  to  feel 
for?  Or  do  gentlemen  consider  their  country 
(to  adopt  a  figure  of  Mr.  Burke's^  a  carte  blanchCf 
on  which  they  may  scribble  what  they  please. 
For  my  part,  I  rise  to-day,  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
advocate  of  no  administration.  I  have  taken 
the  floor  to  assert  the  cause  of  mv  country 
against  its  foreign  enemy :  and  I  thiuK  the  coo* 
juncture  has  well  nigh  arrived  when  both  Ad- 
ministration and  Opposition  may  give  way  to 
nobler  views  than  those  of  reviling  and  destroy- 
ing each  other.  It  is  a  fact,  at  once  mortifying 
and  alarming,  that  England  is  waging  hostilitieSf 
not  against  your  Union  and  resources,  but  against 
your  divisions  and  prejudices.  Reserving  all  my 
animosity  for  her,  and  anxious  to  defend  our  com- 
mon cause,  permit  me  cursorily  to  inouire  whe- 
ther it  is  really  so  low  and  so  wretched  as  seems 
to  be  imagined.  I  am  not  disposed^  I  think  it 
would  be  out  of  date  at  this  time  of  day,  to  in- 
quire into  the  wisdom  of  the  declaration  of  war. 
which  is  besieged  with  such  pertinacious  ana 
preposterous  denunciation  by  almost  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  who  rises  to  oppose  any  meas- 
ure now  necessary  for  sustaining  the  contest  in 
which  we  are  involved.  But  this  I  will  say,  that 
I  have  no  doubt,  whenever  the  parties  and  pas- 
sions of  the  moment  shall  be  mellowed  and  melted 
down  by  the  lapse  of  years  and  change  of  cir- 
cumstances, that  declaration  will  be  recorded  by 
the  historian  as  the  wisest  and  most  fortunate  act 
in  the  annals  of  America.  I  had  not  the  honor 
of  voting  for  the  declaration  of  war — I  wish  I 
had.  With  a  full  and  a  keen  sense  of  all  the 
dangers  and  difficulties  it  has  brought  upon  us,  I 
would  vote  for  it  now  were  it  again  in  question. 
Yes,  sir,  were  we  now  in  June,  1812^  and  had  I 
the  faculty  to  pierce  the  veil  of  futurity  and  dis- 
cover all  that  nas  happened  since,  I  would  not 
hesitate.  The  venerable  patriot  whose  mortal 
remains  we  latelv  consigned  to  the  earth,  (the 
Vice  President,  Nlr.  Gerrt,)  with  the  obsequies 
that  became  his  services  and  his  station,  does  not 
bequeath  to  his  posterity  a  richer  inheritance  of 
public  gratitude  for  the  yo^^  ^^  g^^e  for  inde- 
pendence on  the  4th  of  July*  ^''76,  than  will  de- 
scend upon  his  children  from  any  menaber  of  this 
Congress,  who,  from  pure  and  p^uiotlc  consider* 
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mtions,  (and  I  can  suppose  none  other,)  Yoted  for 
the  war  on  the  18ch  of  Jane,  1812.  It  is  true 
that  we  have  experienced  since  then  a  great  va- 
riety of  fortunes,  and  that  we  are  now  arrived  at 
a  conjuncture  hig  with  portentous  events.  But 
to  appreciate  our  situation  properly,  we  should 
inquire  not  what  it  is  or  may  he,  out  what  it 
would  and  must  have  been  ifwar  had  not  been 
resorted  to.  What  then  would  have  been  our 
condition?  We  might  indeed  have  slumbered 
on  through  1812  and  1813  in  theprotracted  tor- 
por of  an  ignominious  peace.  We  might  have 
still  clung  to  a  sorry  remnant  of  the  rags  of  trade. 
We  might  have  remained  in  morbid  neutralitv, 
watching  the  phases  of  the  moon  in  Europe.  We 
might  have  witnessed  those  astonishing  transac- 
tions there,  which,  crowding  the  business  of  cen- 
turies into  the  space  of  months,  have  overthrown 
the  Colossus  of  the  Continent,  and  bestrode  his 
fallen  carcass  with  that  of  the  Colossus  of  the 
Seas.  We  might  have  hailed  the  ascendant  star 
of  England  with  a  joy  unmixed  with  apprehen- 
sion, unadulterated  with  hostility.  We  might 
still  have  amused  ourselves  with  furious  factions 
and  the  war  of  words.  Restrictive  systems,  and 
other  such  political  polemics,  would  have  never 
failed  to  separate  us  mto  unrelenting  parties,  just 
as  we  are  marked  off  now.  As  to  making  pre- 
paration for  hostilities  under  such  circumstances, 
It  is  absurd  to  talk  about  it.  And  when  the 
Spring  came  for  our  reanimation  from  this  torpid, 
creeping,  odious,  miserable  state^  to  what  sort  oi 
vernal  pleasures  should  we  have  risen  up  ?  With 
all  the  original  causes  of  complaint  existing,  and 
aggravated,  between  von  and  England — for  not 
one  of  them  would  nave  disappeared  but  from 
your  demonstrations  of  resistance — without  an 
officer  or  a  soldier,  a  fortification  or  an  equipment, 
distracted  at  home,  despised  abroad,  you  would 
have  been  cast  unon  the  tender  mercies  and  the 
magnanimity  of  ureat  Britain.  And  what  has 
been  your  experience  of  those  mercies,  of  that 
magnanimity  1  What  claims  have  you  beyond 
the  x)utch,  the  Irish,  the  East  Indian,  or  the  Por- 
tuguese, to  the  forbearance  and  the  fondness  of 
your  mother  country?  Has  your  Revolution  left 
no  sting  ?  Or  has  your  subsequent  prosperity  in- 
flicted no  pang?  Holland,  annexed  to  England, 
in  return  for  the  Dutch  emancipation  from  the 
yoke  of  France,  is  the  volume  in  which  you  may 
read  your  own  fate.  I  refer  gentlemen  to  an  ex- 
tract from  the  Leyden  Grazette,  lately  published 
in  our  newspapers,  by  which  it  appears  that  not 
a  Dutch  vessel  is  to  sail  without  a  British  license. 
And  what  right  have  we  to  be  preferred  to  the 
Dutch  ?  Instead  of  a  question  wnether  the  Can- 
adas  should  be  annexed  to  the  United  States, 
there  would  have  been  no  question  as  to  the  kn- 
nexation  of  the  United  States  to  the  Canadas. 
If  a  lady  is  to  be  found  in  this  reprobate  region 
worthy  to  be  united  in  marriage  with  one  of  the 
worthies  of  the  illustrious  house  of  Brunswick, 
we  should  have  been  wedded  to  our  ci-detafd 
mother,  with  all  the  blessings  of  the  incestuous 
Union.  This,  sir^  is  but  a  faint  outline  of  the 
destiny  of  America,  but  for  the  attitude,  the 


character^  and  the  means  of  setf-preservrntion,  for 
all  of  which  we  are  indebted  to  this  war. 

It  18  true,  to  be  sure,  that  we  have  been  con- 
signed, almost  without  a  thought  from  utttionB 
whose  battles  we  are  fighting,  (panicoiar/v  chat 
one  which  offered  its  mediation)  to  the  bloody  and 
ferocious  visitation  of  those  modern  Bocciaeers, 
who  have  carried  their  calicoes  for  sale  through- 
out the  world  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  plnng- 
ing  the  bayonet  into  every  bosom  that  rrfosed  to 
cover  itself  with  the  calico — who  have  wnpped 
the  four  corners  of  ilie  earth  in  flames  for  a  mo- 
nopoly of  manufactures.    We  could  not  dress  but 
in  their  broadcloths.    We  could  not  eat  but  with 
their  hardwares.    We  could  not  sleep  bat  in  their 
blankets.  They  had  reduced  us  to  Lord  Chatham's 
wish.    Not  a  hob-nail  but  was  English.    They 
had  us  effectually  recolonized,  without  bloodshed 
or  expense.    But  this  did  not  content  them.     They 
must  act  the  farcical  tragedy  which  France  per- 
formed with  Spain.    America  belonged  to  £ng- 
land^  in  effect,  as  much  as  France  belonged  to 
Spain.    But  the  goose  must  be  killed  that  laid 
the  golden  egg.    To  this  we  demurred— we  re- 
sisted.   After  a  series  of  endurance  and  procras- 
tination, to  which  I  never  can  recur  without 
shame  and  sorrow,  we  finally  resisted.    If  we  had 
begun  the  contest  with  the  cause  of  it,  it  would 
have  ended  long  ago,  and  ended  to  our  honor. 
But  we  deferred  it  till  the  eve  of  a  fundamental 
revolution  of  things  in  Europe,  which,  intreadof 
turning  European  politics  to  our  aceoiint,  has  left 
us  England  single-handed  on  our  hands.    We 
have  accordingly  suffered  all  that  the  combina- 
tion of  British  power  and  British  perfidy  could 
inflict ;  no  inconsiderable  matter,  sir—for  British 
power,  for  the  purposes  of  distant  maritime  ag- 
gression, is  the  most  formidable  in  the  world; 
and  I  defy  all  history,  ancient  as  well  ms  modern, 
sacred  and  profane,  for  parai/els  with  Britisli 
perfidy.    We  have  endured  invasion,  prosecated 
avowedly  in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  ciTilized  war- 
fare.   After  sacking  our  Capital,  the  enemy,  for 
the  first  time,  I  believe,  that  Christendom  ever 
witnessed  such  an  act,  has  proclaimed  his  purpose 
to  ravage  and  destroy  beyond  the  precincts  of 
humanity.    We  have  had  warriors  to  contend 
with,  wnose  first  reinforcement  was  from  the 
savage  of  your  borders — whose  last  appeal  was 
to  the  pirate  lurking  on  our  shores.    All  this  we 
have  undergone — tne  overcharged  eruption  from 
the  volcano  of  British  aggression.    But  we  sur- 
vive.   The  white  heat  of  the  fiery  ordeal  has  sub- 
sided; and  We  find  ourselves  breathing  again; 
with  our  union,  our  spirit,  our  resources,  our  ter- 
ritory; unsubdued,  except  the  strip  on  the  Penob- 
scot— slowly,  it  must  be  confessed,  but  too  slowly 
making  preparation  for  another  campaign.  Never 
was  stratagem  more  hollow,  more  perfidioas,  more 
cruel,  more  base  than  the  overture  last  Winter  by 
the  Bramble — a  stratagem  against  which  this 
House  will  do  me  the  justice  to  recollect  that  I 
then  admonished  them.    Never  was  warfare  more 
barbarous,  more  inhuman,  more  brutal,  more  un- 
manly than  that  waged  against  us  by  the  English, 
pending  the  negotiation  for  peace,  to  which  they 
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ffave  the  inWtatioQ.    It  has  excited  agaiost  them 
bat  one  ooaaimoas  spirit  of  hearty  detestation. 
Ao  honorable  gentleman  of  the  other  House  (Mr. 
King,)  for  whose  person  and  character  I  shall  al- 
ways cherish  the  most  afifecttooate  regard,  how- 
ever I  may  differ  from  him  in  politics ;  who  has 
not  been  distingaished  by  his  dislike  to  Eiflp;land, 
has,  within  these  few  days,  pronouaeed  his  elo- 
quent and  severe  reprobation  of  their  remoneless 
and  sanguinary  hostilities.    Never  were  prelimi- 
naries of  peace  laid  down  upon  a  broader  basis 
of  stupid  ignorance  and  ia&tuated  misconception 
than  those  proposed  by  the  British  Commissioners 
at  Ghent.    Never  was  inflexible  or  supercilious 
superiority  so  soon  relaxed — never  was  a  peremp- 
tory  fine  qua  fwn  so  soon  commuted  for  a  paltry 
tUi  pasddetia.    When  gentlemen  therefore  labor 
by  the  good  hour  to  prove  to  us  how  disastrous 
our  affairs  have  been,  I  beg  leave  to  commend 
them  to  the  enemy  for  a  contradiction^    I  request 
them  to  inform  me  how  it  happened,  that  mighty 
EIngland  has  so  soon  descended  from  her  towering 
h eighty  unless  she  has  found  reasons  in  her  reverses 
here,  to  moderate  her  tone  there.    She  knows, 
she  feels  her  disappoinimeat.    She  recognises  it 
in  acts  too  strong  to  be  arsued  out  of  existence 
by  all  the  rhetoric  and  all  the  logic  of  this  House. 
While  her  fleets,  without  a  single  occasion  for 
their  presence  in  any  other  quarter,  have  in  vain 
attempted  to  maintain  the  paper  blockade  of  our 
coast,  our  privateers  have  enforced  an  actual  and 
absolute  blockade  of  the  coasts  of  Great  Britain. 
While  British  ships-of-the-line  have  degraded  the 
naval  character  by  every  species  of  vile  exaction 
and  dastardly  misohier  upon  these  shores,  the 
American  corsair  has  visited  the  shores  of  Eng- 
land with  examples  of  heroism  and  humanity. 
The  privateer  has  taught  the  man-of-war  the  les- 
son of  his  art-^how  to  conquer  and  how  to  be 
generous.    There  are  some  vestiges,  it  most  be 
acknowledged,  of  British  conquest,  but  they  are 
nowhere  to  be  seen  without  the  bloody  print  of 
British  vandalism  too.    £ven  this  Capitol  pre- 
sents a  diurnal  spectacle  of  mutilated  columns 
and  demolished  monnments*    But  the  blood  of 
martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the  church ;  and  every 
capital  in  Europe,  which  has  survived  unhurt  the 
occupation  of  a  conqueror,  resounds  with  execra- 
tion against  the  British  barbarians  who  one  day 
laid  in  ashes  the  Capital  of  America,  and  the  next 
day  fled  to  their  ships,  leaying  their  wounded  to 
the  mercy  of  those  whom  they  had  thus  alienated 
from  the  feelings  of  humanity. 

Bat  Canada  has  not  been  conquered ;  and  my 
friend  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  has 
been  veminded  of  his  prediction,  that  it  would  be. 
To  ail  the  purposes  of  that  prediction,  Canada 
has  been  conquered.  It  was  not  that  we  desired 
to  magnify  our  Repnblic  bj  adding  the  Canadas 
to  the  Confederacy.  If  the  inhabitants  co«hl  be 
remored,  I  should  not  care,  for  my  part,  if  Canada 
could  be  overflowed  by  the  ocean.  But  as  a 
means  of  obtaining  peace,  and  not  as  the  end  of  the 
's^ar,  the  conqnesi  of  the  Canadas  has  been  almost 
aehie^ed.  And  for  this  ^pain  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer to  Ghent  and  England.    We  have  performed 


a  campaign  on  Canadian  ground  which  is  worth 
the  acquisition  of  ten  thousand  Canadas.  We 
have  accomplished  officers,  and  that  being  done, 
England  knows  that  we  can  create  soldiers.  The 
American  in  Europe  need  now  no  longer  blush 
to  be  an  American.  The  European  who  visits 
America — after  traversing  the  ocean,  every  lati- 
tude of  which  is  in  a  blaze  with  the  naval  glories 
of  our  glorious  tars— and  who  repairs  to  the  Falls 
of  Niagara,  as  the  most  prodigious  of  nature's 
wonders,  will  find  every  species  of  classic  recol- 
lection superadded  to  the  natural  prodigv  of  the 
sceae.  The  grounds  round  the  Falls  orNiagara 
are  all  sanctified  with  romantic  exploits  and  bril- 
liant achievements — achievements  which  have 
plucked  the  military  as  well  as  the  naval  plume 
from  British  brows— which  have  been  followed 
by  the  congratulations  and  spplause  of  the  whole 
American  people.  Whether  the  campaign  has 
been  well  or  ill  conducted,  on  the  part  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, I  cannot  stop  to  inquire.  Whether 
General  Izard  ought  to  have  been  here  and  Gen- 
eral Brown  there,  or  what  share  the  Administra- 
tion should  have  of  credit  or  censure  for  these 
operations,  I  neither  know  nor  care.  It  answen 
aU  my  purposes  that  they  redound  to  the  honor 
of  the  country — that  they  enhance  the  American 
name  at  the  expense  of  the  enemy  of  America-^ 
the  rest  is  matter  of  controversy  with  which  I 
cannot  disturb  my  feelings. 

Our  ministen  in  Europe  may  now  with  honest 
pride  and  independence  declare  to  those  potentates 
who  shrunk  from  our  assistance^  though  our  cause 
was  theirs,  because  they  dared  not  aid  us— We 
have  triumphed  without  your  reinforcement,  ay, 
without  even  your  countenance,  we  have  Taa- 
quished  the  victon  of  your  conquerors.  We  do 
not  ask  your  alliance.  We  do  not  stand  in  need 
of  it.  With  the  blessing  of  Gbd,  and  our  means, 
we  can  do  without  it.  All  that  we  ask  of  you  is^ 
to  cause  your  neutral  rights  to  be  respected  as  we 
have  caused  ours  to  be.  Learn  from  oar  example 
how  strong  a  good  cause  rendera  the  wealf  against 
the  mighty.  Betrayed  by  inordinate  love  of  peace 
and  the  infamous  double  dealing  of  Englancl  into 
bnt  partial  preparation  for  war,  we  were  overtaken 
unawares  by  learful  odds.  You  thought,  no  doubt, 
that  the  chances  were  against  us.  But,  after  a 
whole  campaign  of  our  infernal  enemy's  utmost 
scope,  not  a  wreath  of  laurel  have  we  lost  nor  an 
inch  of  ground,  excepting  a  small  part  which  was 
not  defended  as  it  should  have  been.  My  life 
upon  it,  sir,  the  magnanimous  Alexander  will 
find  that  his  esteem  for  us  is  greater  than  he  sup- 
posed it;  and  Louis  the  Desired,  ia  1815,  like  his 
predecessor  in  1778,  will  generously  press  ia  with 
his  assistance,  since  he  perceives  that  we  can  do 
without  it. 

But  we  must  have  armies,  and  we  mast  have 
money.  I  venture  to  assert,  that  the  mere  enact- 
ment, by  something  like  unanimity  in  thisHouscL 
of  a  good  military  system,  with  indications  of 
acquiescence  ia  it  out  of  doors,  would  secure  us  a 
peace  forthwith,  without  the  necessity  of  enforc- 
ing the  system.  I  appeal  to  those  ffeatlemen,  who 
are  so  damorous  for  peace,  to  coalesce  for  an  ob. 
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ject  80  desirable.  That  tystem,  io  my  opinioQ,  is 
a  classification  of  the  white  male  popalatioo  of 
the  country  for  the  purpose  of  a  draught  into  the 
regular  armies.  You  may  call  it  by  what  odious 
ugly  name  you  will — conscription  or  what  not — 
but  it  is  the  only  sufficient,  the  only  republican, 
the  only  fair,  the  only  equal  plan  for  applying  the 
physical  means  to  the  end  of  common  military 
defence  and  protection.  Sir,  vast  improvements 
have  taken  place  in  the  military  art  since  the  last 
twentjr  years.  All  Europe  has  in  effect  adopted 
these  improvements ;  and  this  country  will  be  left 
lamentably  behind  in  the  march  of  mankind,  un- 
less, like  the  rest,  it  adopts  them  too.  What  are 
they,  sir  ?  Simply  a  return  to  the  great  cardinal 
principles  of  republican  Government — to  the  prin- 
ciples which  maintained  Rome  for  so  many  cen- 
turies on  the  ascendant,  and  again  for  so  many 
centuries  on  the  decline,  before  her  mere  declen- 
sion disappeared  in  the  darkness  of  the  middle 
ages.  Toe  gentleman  fi^m  New  York  (Mr.  Mil- 
lsr)  was  mistaken  in  supfiosiog  that  the  MUitia 
Bomanorum  admitted  of  either  alternative  or  ex- 
emption. There  was  no  such  thing.  Every  citi- 
zen was  in  fact  a  soldier.  Every  citizen  was 
compelled  to  serve  his  country  under  arms,  and 
no  Citizen  was  permitted  to  be  elevated  to  civil 
honor  who  had  not  served  ihem  in  the  military 
field.  It  is  some  time,  sir,  since  I  read  Polybius ; 
and  Wasbtoffton  is  not  the  best  place  on  earth  for 
reference  to  nooks.  But  unless  I  am  quite  wrong 
in  my  remembrance,  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  find,  in  the  7th  book  of  that  work,  the 
Roman  system  as  I  have  stated  it.  But  it  is 
somewhat  scholastic  to  refer  to  such  authorities. 
Let  us  come  down  to  the  later  times.  We  all 
know  the  military  tenures,  the  scutage,  the  knight 
service,  &c.,  by  which  the  vassal  was  bound  to 
serve  bis  lord,  his  lord  the  duke,  and  the  duke  bis 
sovereign.  We  know  the  base  and  arriere  lav, 
which  used  to  carry  men  into  the  field  for  short 
and  insufficient  terms  of  service.  We  read,  at 
still  motk  recent  periods,  of  the  Condottieri,  the 
Hessians,  the  Walloons,  the  various  mercenaries, 
which  for  the  most  part  composed  the  armies  of 
Europe.  We  know  that  the  great  Frederick 
fought  his  famous  seven  years'  war  with  troops 
of  this  description.  But  these  again  may  be 
thrown  out  of  view,  together  with  the  Roman 
precedent.  I  invite  gentlemen  to  accompany  me 
to  England  for  a  conscription,  and  I  pledge  my- 
self to  find  them  one  of  the  harshest  and  most 
tmeqoal  kind*— not  impressment  for  the  sea,  but 
conscription  for  the  land  service.  I  invite,  par- 
ticularly, the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire  (Mr.  WfiBSTfiRl^  to  the  book  I 
am  about  to  read  from — it  is  the  English  Statutes 
at  Large— a  treatise  with  which  his  pursuits  ought 
to  make  him  peculiarly  conversant.  Here,  where 
there  are  no  naughty  assignats  nor  Napoleons; 
here,  in  this  adorable  land  of  liberty  and  wisdom, 
here  we  shall  find  conscription  at  full  length. 

[Mr.  Inoersoll  then  read  several  sections  of 
ah  act  of  Parliament  for  recruiting  the  regular 
army,  enacted  in  1756,  and  to  be  found  in  the  7th 
volume  of  the  English  Statutes  at  Large,  page 


625,  28  G.,  2  c.  4 ;  and  from  another  set,  enacted 
in  1757,  to  be  found  in  the  8ih  volame  of  these 
Statutes,  page  11.  30  O.  2,  c.  8.] 

Thus,  Rir,  it  appears  that  Lord  Chatham  pJanoed 
and  Wolfe  executed  a  precedent  for  Bonaparte's 
conscript! ve  system.    Here  we  find  that  all  per- 
sons without  employment  are  to  be  draughted 
into  the  King's  service.    For  how  long  1    Five 
years!    From  what  ages?    From  seventeen  to 
forty-five.    For  how  much  7    For  forty  shillings 
a  head.    By  what  means?    By  seizing  on  their 
persons,  and  throwing  them  into  confineoient  till 
the  recruiting  sergeant  wis  ready  to  receive  their 
translation  to  the  ranks.    And  who  were  iotended 
by  her  sons  out  of  employment  7    The  yeomanry 
of  the  country.    How  does  this  appear  7    Most 
conclusively  from  that  section  which  excepts  them 
in  the  time  of  harvest.    It  was  not  the  lounger, 
the  gentleman,  the  man  of  fortune,  the  cockney, 
that  Lord  Chatham  laid  hold  of  as  a  person  with- 
out employment    Oh,  no!   his  lordship  knew 
better.    He  has  left,  to  be  sure,  the  inspression  of 
the  energies  of  his  character  and  administrattoo 
upon  this  act  of  Parliament.    But  he  had  not  the 
jacobin  temerity  Co  meddle  with  the  privileged 
orders ;  that  was  reserved  for  the  Corsican,  who, 
with  his  own  scymitar,  cut  hb  own  way  to  a 
throne ;  and  who,  with  all  the  vulgar  prejudices 
of  his  former  situation,  devised  and  executed  a 
scheme  for  making  gentlemen  serve  their  couotrf 
just  like  common  people.  Oh, the  monster!  The 
yeoman,  whom  Lord  Chatham  forced  into  Gen- 
eral Wolfe's  armv,  had  no  friend  at  court.    Like 
the  ten  thousand  American  seamen  in  British 
ships,  he  mieht  have  writhed  in  anguish  till  the 
flesh  rotted  from  his  bones,  without  an  advocate 
to  assert  his  claims,  unless  the  merchant  had  be- 
come a  sufferer  too.  and  clamored  his  conn trir  into 
a  war  against  Oraers  in  CounciL    Lord  Chat- 
ham violated  only  the  sanctuary  of  the  cottage. 
But  Napoleon  intruded  on  the  psiace. 

And  for  what  war,  in  particular,  was  it  that 
this  act  of  Parliament  raised  men  by  conscription? 
For  the  conquest  of  Canada.  Chatham  was  the 
minister,  and  Wolfe  the  commander — names  dear 
to  England — illustrious  and  veneraUe  names.  I 
subscribe  to  the  sentiments,  and  quote  the  Ian- 
guage  of  a  modern  poet,  that  it  is — 

''Praise  enough 
To  fiU  the  ambition  of  a  private  man* 
That  Chatham's  langusge  was  his  mother  tongue, 
And  Wolfe's  great  name  compatriot  with  his  own." 

Thus  it  appears,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  Napoleon 
had  a  precedent,  an  English  precedent,  for  his 
conscription.  To  argue  the  objectiona  to  this 
system,  from  its  abuse  by  the  late  French  Empe- 
ror, is  a  false  mode  of  arigument  He  did  abuse 
the  engine,  to  the  most  extensive,  and  wanton, 
and  abominable  ends.  But  it  does  by  no  means 
follow,  therefore,  that  the  system  itself  is  a  bad 
one. 

Have  we  no  American  great  name  nssoeiated 
with  this  system,  which.seems  to  excite  at  once 
all  the  Qog  and  Magog  terrors,  that  one  would 
think  ought  by  this  time  to  be  baBished  to  the 
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Island  of  Elba?  We  have,  sir,  a  name  nerer 
meotioned  bot  with  revereDce;  never  ottered  bjr 
the  toogoe  without  a  glow  of  the  heart.  Genera! 
Washington,  after  remonstrating  for  three  or 
four  years  in  vain  against  militia  and  short  en- 
listments, was  constrained  at  last  to  have  recourse 
:o  classification  and  draught;  and  our  liberties 
were  ultimately  gained  by  American  conscripts. 
*iot,  indeed,  until  our  towos  were  occupied  and 
acked,  our  shores  in  flames,  and  our  prejudices 
lubdued  by  our  stronger  feelings^-a  course  ot  dis- 
cipline which  I  am  afraid  will  again  be  necessary. 
!)ur  strong  measures  are  almost  always  reserved 
or  the  next  year  after  the  occasion  for  them. 

We  have  ascertained  that  neither  militia  nor 
roluDtary  enlistments  are  to  he  relied  upon.  The 
atal  doctrine  of  citizen-soldier  (as  we  adhere  to 
t)  has  cost  us  more  money,  more  blood,  more 
nourning,  in  six  months,  than  a  war  of  six  years 
ihould  or  would  cost  under  proper  military  organ- 
zation.  For  proof  of  this,  go  to  the  camp  at 
Sllicott's  Mills,  in  this  neignborhood ;  see  every 
burth  man  on  his  sick  bed,  or  rather  sick  without 
I  bed  CO  lie  upon ;  every  day  a  funeral ;  count  the 
!ost ;  estimate  the  expense  of  actual  disbursement 
ind  of  loss  of  labor,  and  no  rational,  no  feeling 
nan  can  doubt  as  to  the  shocking  inexpediency 
>f  such  a  system.  I  appeal  to  the  honorable  gen- 
leman  from  Virsinia  (Mr.  BafiCKBNRiDGE)  for 
he  correctness  ofwhat  I  say.  With  such  dread- 
ul  scenes  of  preparation  for  service,  let  me  refer 
he  Committee  to  a  still  nearer  and  still  more 
lainful  scene,  for  the  inefficiency  of  militia.  I 
aean  the  affair  at  Bladensburg.  In  making  this 
eference,  I  beg  leave  to  be  understood  as  intend- 
ng  to  blame  nobody,  from  the  General  down  to 
he  private.  It  always  has  been,  and  always  will 
)e,  impossible  with  militia  to  contend  with  regn- 
ars.  it  takes  seven  years  apprenticeship  to  make 
I  tinker  or  a  tailor ;  and  is  it  to  be  conceived 
hat  the  military  science  is  to  be  acquired  by  in- 
uition  7 

Such  are  the  militiamen,  and  what  are  they, 
)btained  by  what  is  termed  voluntary  enlistment? 
jro  to  the  recruiting  rendezvous  for  information. 
1  poor  ignorant  creature  is  cajoled  into  the  dram- 
;hop,  and  betrayed  into  intoxication ;  when  his 
«nses  are  gone,  the  Evangelists  are  put  into  his 
lands,  and  he  is  called  upon  to  invoke  the  Al- 
nighty  to  witness  his  engagement  to  .serve  his 
country;  a  bounty  is  thrust  into  his  pocket;  a 
;ap  is  pot  upon  his  head,  and  he  becomes  a  sol- 
lier.  When  the  fit  of  drunkenness  ^oes  off*,  he  is 
nformed  of  his  enlistment;  he  denies  it;  he  is 
nanacled ;  he  resists ;  he  is  confined,  until  finally 
ie  is  subdued  into  voluntary  enlistment.  Let  me 
lot  be  asked  why  I  support  a  war  which  involves 
hese  evils.  I  answer,  that  war  is  itself  an  evil, 
lut  a  necessary  one.  Whereas  these  disgusting 
practices  may  be  easily  avoided.  They  are  one 
)f  our  Bnfflish  legacies.  Recruiting  is  a  brutal 
ixercise  of  violence  and  fraud  over  mental  alien- 
ition.  It  is  an  image  of  the  bastard  liberty  of 
England.    It  is  slavery  called  liberty. 

The  substitute  for  U  is  the  most  simple,  the 
nost  repablican,  the  most  equal  and  unexceptioo- 


able  system  in  the  world — that  of  militia  classifi* 
cation  and  draught.  That  is^  militia  as  it  should 
be,  not  as  it  is.  Of  all  countries  in  the  world,  this 
is  the  one  best  adapted  to  such  a  system.  It  is 
here,  alone,  that  all  men  are  treated  as  equals. 
By  this,  I  do  not  mean  any  revolutionary  equality. 
No;  education,  and  eren  wealth,  place  their  pos- 
sessors above  the  illiterate  and  the  indigent.  In 
spite  of  all  they  do,  fortune  will  make  her  own 
selections,  and  laws  cannot  control  them.  The 
most  powerful  and  consistent  argument  extant  in 
favor  of  republicanism,  is  to  be  found  in  the  New 
Testament;  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  most  posi« 
tive  authority  for  the  graduation  of  the  social 
order.    For,  as  the  great  republican  poet  has  ex- 

Sressed  it,  ""  orders  and  degrees  jar  not  with  liberty, 
ut  well  consist.'^  But,  then,  it  should  be  the 
constant  endeavor  of  Government  to  maintain  a 
perfect  equality  in  all  civil  enjoyments  and  im- 
positions; to  burden  the  poor  with  nothing  that 
does  not  fall  likewise  on  the  rich ;  to  call  upon 
the  latter  according  to  their  opulence  for  pecu- 
niary aid ;  and  not  to  call  upon  the  former  for 
any  personal  services  that  are  not  exacted  of  all 
alike.  Upon  these  principles  emphatically  doea 
that  military  system  rest,  which,  by  whatever 
title  denominated,  classifies  a  population  and 
compels  them  to  serve  without  exemption  or  res- 
ervation. 

As  to  the  constitutionality  of  this  measure,  I 
refuse  to  argue  it.  I  hold  it  to  be  too  clear  for 
argument.  Independent  of  the  explicit  terms  of 
the  Constitution,  this  power  is  inherent  in  the 
nature  of  Government.  Its  exercise  and  extent 
must  be  referred  for  their  regulation  to  a  sound 
discretion!  I  adopt  the  sentiment  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Military  Committee,  (Mr.  Trodp.) 
that  the  Constitution  authorizes  it,  and  that,  if  it 
does  not,  such  a  Constitution  is  not  worth  regard- 
ing or  having. 

That  it  would  be  popular,  (I  mean  in  the  legit- 
imate acceptation  of  popularity,  agreeable  to  the 
people  at  large,)  1  have  no  doubt,  because  it  calls 
upon  them  for  no  duty  that  is  not  necessary  and 
common  to  all.  And  the  people  never  murmur 
at  such  calls.  In  tfiat  portion  of  the  country  with 
which  I  have  any  acquaintance,  I  am  sure  it  has 
been  expected  from  Congress,  and  would  be  re- 
ceived with  pleasure,  as  the  best  alternative  for 
the  oppressive  militia  functions.  Whether  it 
would  be  odious  or  resisted,  as  is  threatened  else- 
where, is  not  for  me  to  determine.  I  can  tell  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Wan- 
STfiR,)  however,  that  the  glowing  picture  he  has 
drawn  of  its  effects  is  but  faintly  shadowed  to 
that  which  this  country  will  present,  unless  some 
energetic  and  adequate  system  be  enforced.  The 
late  developments  from  Kurope  place  us,  sir,  upon 
critical  ground.  On  one  side,  all  is  peace,  pros- 
perity, renown,  and  respect.  On  the  other,  war 
interminable,  disunion,  devastation,  disgrace,  and 
irretrievable  ruin.  Dismemberment  would  be  but 
a  little  misfortune,  contrasted  with  what  may  be 
our  lot,  unless  we  rise  up  to  the  exigency.  The 
dangers  of  despotism  which  are  imagined,  are 
alarming^  it  must  be  confessed ;  but  they  are  not 
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80  awfiil  as  the  degtadation  and  miseiy  which 
may  result  from  a  fear  to  do  what  our  position 
demands.  Conyulsion  is  no  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  paralysis.  For  myself,  I  see  no  peril  but  in 
our  own  divisions.  The  Repnblie  is  perfectly 
safe,  if  we  pursue  those  ener^ttc  and  powerful 
measures  which  alone  can  save  us — which  alone 
are  consistent  with  our  duty,  and  commensurate 
with  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Shipberd  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  should  it  be  my  good  fortune 
to  secure  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  I  shall 
submit  a  few  humble  remarks  upon  the  interest- 
ing question  which  is  under  consideration.  One 
more  so,  has  rarel^r,  in  my  opinion,  if  ever  occu- 
pied the  deliberation  of  Congress.  All  that  is 
dear  to  freedom,  hangs  upon  the  decision — in 
forming  which  we  must  say  to  our  fellow-citizens, 
henceforth  be  ye  slaves;  relinquish  that  blood- 
bought  freedom  for  which  your  fathers  fought,  or 
still  enjoy  ye  its  blessings.  We  are  to  say,  sir, 
whether  they  shall  be  dragged  forth  to  die  in  the 
camp,  or  be  slaughtered  in  the  field,  or  still  enjoy 
the  comforts  of  domestic  life  with  its  pursuits  and 
emoluments.  Whether,  in  obedience  to  the  aw- 
fiil mandate  of  despotic  power,  they  must  be 
forced  from  the  protection  of  civil  to  the  rigours 
of  military  law*-marched  from  all  the  heart 
holds  dear,  this  side  the  grave,  to  encounter  the 
perils^  hardships,  and  privations  of  war,  or  still 
reposinff  fn  security  under  the  shadow  of  an  un- 
violated  Constitution,  present  the  heartfelt  offer- 
ing of  thanks  to  Heaven  for  liberty  and  protection. 

On  a  question  of  such  moment,  we  ought  to 
proceed  with  the  utmost  caution,  taking  good 
care  that  we  do  not  lose  forever  the  most  valued 
blessings  of  life,  by  the  indulgence  of  a  mistaken 
zeal  to  prosecute  with  effect  an  unhappy  war. 
Yes,  sir,  before  we  adopt  A  measure  so  new  and 
extraordinary,  one  which  must  strike  at  the  vitals 
of  civil  liberty,  we  are  admonished  by  every 
serious  consideration  to  investigate  with  all  our 
skill,  and  then  say  whether,  by  passing  the  bill 
before  you,  we  do  not  overleap  the  bounds  of  our 
authority,  and  tread  on  forbidden  ground.  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  we  should  do  so,  and  therefore  it  is  a 
sacred  duty  with  me  to  jMrotest  affainst  the  mea- 
sure. If  you  are  determined  to  dig  the  grave  of 
Jour  country's  freedom,  when  the  awful  deed  is 
one,  jou  shall  not  be  left  the  excuse  to  say  to  an 
accusing  conscience,  "  I  was  was  not  warned  of 
the  rash  step  before  it  was  too  late  to  retrieve  it." 
No,  sir,  not  even  this  slender  consolation  will  be 
permitted  us,  if,  in  defiance  of  the  soundest  prin- 
ciples of  the  Government,  we  shall  strip  from  our 
countrymen  the  shield  of  their  liberties. 

The  member  impressed  with  this  belief,  would 
nrove  a  coward  in  his  duty,  if  in  dread  of  the 
frowns  of  a  majority,  he  should  barter  the  re- 
wards growing  out  of  the  exercise  of  honest  con- 
Tictions  for  indemnity  against  their  resentments. 

Much,  sir,  has  been  said,  which  related  more 
to  the  measures  of  Administration  generally^  than 
&e  particular  topic  presented  by  the  mouon  of 
my  honorable  friend  and  colleague  (Mr.  MiLLSft,] 
which  in  my  mind  is,  first :  whether  Congress 


hare  a  Constitutional  right  to  past  tlw  bill  7  If 
so,  then,  secondly,  whether  the  inlefeaf  of  (he 
country  demands  the  exercise  of  a  power  to  ex- 
traordinary ?  I  propose,  Mr.  Chairaaa,  to  ez* 
amine  these  two  points. 

The  inquiry  then,  sir,  is,  firat,  does  the  CansU" 
tution  dele^te  to  Congress  the  riffht  to  makw 
laws  coercing  the  citizens  of  tfa«  unUm  Into  ihe 
armies  thereof?  If  it  does  not,  oar  legislating 
on  this  subject  must  eeaiBe,  for  whnterer  may  be 
the  necessity  of  a  measure  which  cannot  beadopt* 
ed  without  an  usurpation  of  power,  mm  iflfringc 
ment  of  the  Constitution,  that  neeeaatty  muse 
give  place  to  the  more  imposing  dttty  of  keeping 
within  its  limits.  In  other  words,  asless  the 
Constitution  has  expressly  given  the  power  to  the 
Legislature  to  fill  the  ranks  of  oar  armies  or  cte- 
ate  new  armies  by  compulsion,  it  is  aseleas  to  de- 
bate about  the  convenience,  importance,  or  even 
necessity  of  the  measure.  For  unless  authority 
is  expressly  given  or  derived  by  fair  iraplieatioa, 
we  have  no  right  whatever  to  pass  the  bill.  All 
the  powera  which  are  not  expressly  delegated  to 
the  General  Government  are  expressly  tmerred 
to  the  States.  What,  then,  sir,  are  expresslf 
given  to  the  (General  Goverameat  ia  relation  to 
this  subject :  they  are  two — 

1.  To  provide  the  calling  oat  the  laihtia. 

2.  To  raise  armies. 

I  had  hoped,  sir,  that  the  honorable  geatleman 
from  Kentucky,  TMr.  Ddvall.)  whose  talents  I 
respect,  and  which  certainly  eiititle  him  to  a  high 
stand  in  this  House,  would  have  shown  as  m 
what  particular  the  Constitution  gires  us  the 
authority  contended  for  on  this  side  of  the  qae^ 
tion ;  but  hope  was  vain,  '^  he  paned  by  on  the 
other  side."  Is  it  not  fair,  then,  sir,  to  say,  if 
talents  such  as  his  avoided  the  sopfMHt  of  a  fa- 
vorite topic,  that  it  cannot  be  sopporied  7  He 
ingeniously  led  off  the  Committee  by  eomplaia- 
ing  of  the  eccentric  coarse  o£  my  honorable 
friend,  (Mr.  Millbr,)  and  in  order  to  sanoand 
him,  as  he  pretended,  took  die  liberty  of  a  far 
more  extensive  route. 

Another  question,  sir,  has  been  debated  between 
gentlemen  on  my  left,  and  was  it  not  that  I  hope 
to  prove  them  both  wrong,  it  would  be  pmed 
without  notice,  because  to  me  it  is  most  evident 
that  whether  the  one  or  the  other  is  right  they  are 
both  wrong.  The  question  is,  whether  the  troops 
to  be  called  or  rather  forced  out  in  punuance  €^ 
the  bill  before  yoa  are  regulara  or  militra. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Gholsok) 
pronounced  them  of  the  former,  and,  therefor^ 
he  would  infer  that  Congress  have  a  >^|hi  to 
work  up  citizens  into  regular  soldiers.  But  his 
friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  CaLBOVH,) 
adhered  to  the  title  of  the  bill,  and  named  them 
the  latter,  and  thence  inferred  that  we  have  power 
to  compel  them  to  serve  as  militiamen,  whatever 
may  be  the  time  or  conditions  of  service.  Hers^ 
sir,  you  perceive  we  have  different  commentariaK 
from  gentlemen  of  the  same  craed  upon  the  same 
text^  and  for  the  purpose  of  stippeitiag  the  pwp^ 
osition  laid  down,  that  we  have  no  ConstitntioBal 
right  to  pass  this  bill,  it  is  a  pomt  ^  ne  impec- 
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ance  whether  they  are  militia  or  regolars,  the 
ooseqaeoce  dedaced  by  the  gentlemen  will  not 
oUow,  whether  thete  or  those  are  the  premises. 

shall,  therefore,  leave  the  gentlemen  to  settle 
he  question  and  proceed,  as  mentioned,  to  show 
liem  both  wrong. 

1st.  Then,  sir,  admit  the  title  of  the  bill  to  be 
orrect,  which  most  certainly  is  not,  for  the  sake 
f  the  argument,  I  will  search  the  Constitution 
Qd  endeavor  to  show  that  we  have  no  power  to 
ass  the  bill. 

The  Constitution  authorizes  Congress  to  pro- 
id  e  for  calling  out  the  militia;  in  what  cases^ 
it  1    Only  for  the  purposes  of— 

1st.  To  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union. 

2d.  To  repel  invasion ;  and 

3d.  To  suppress  insurrection. 

If,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  bill  on  your 
able  is  to  accomplish  either  of  these  objects, 
hen  no  doubt  can  exist  of  a  Constitutional  right 
o  make  it  a  law. 

It  is  somewhere  said  the  prosecuting  an  ofTen- 
ive  or  defensive  war  is  execotine  the  law,  and 
herefore  the  militia  may  be  called  out  to  aid  in 
iie  one  or  the  other ;  but  this  must  be  an  inter- 
retatiou  of  meaning  so  weak  and  absurd  that  it 
ever  can  be  adopted  as  sound. 

The  meaning  is  too  obvious  to  be  doubted; 
hat  this  power  was  given  to  the  civil  magis- 
rate  in  executing  the  municipal  law,  carrying 
Qto  effect  the  sentences  of  courts  of  judicature, 
nd  to  aid  in  the  civil  or  criminal  process,  in  cases 
f  resistance,  and  has  not  the  most  distant  allu- 
ion  to  raising  an  invading  or  opposing  army, 
f  this  be  the  true  construction  or  this  clause, 
'our  laws,  sir,  are  already  sufficient,  not  only  for 
his,  but  the  other  two  cases :  namely,  to  sup- 
tress  insurrection,  and  repel  invasion.  Congress 
las  already  provided  amply  for  the  exigency  of 
he  three  cases,  and  there  can  be  no  necessity  of 
auxiliary  laws. 

But  most  evidently  neither  of  these  objects 
^as  the  motive  which  induced  the  framing  this 
nonster.  There  Js  a  design  of  horrid  import 
>eyond  this.  No  one  has,  no  one  will  deny  it. 
I\.nd  a  specious  purpose  is  avowed  in  the  title  of 
;he  bill  to  conceal  the  occult  object.  Canada 
nust  be  taken,  said  a  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Gh OLSON,)  and  to  take  Canada  are  these 
militia,  regulars,  or  mongrels,  to  be  be  dragged 
to  the  camps,  to  battle  and  slaughter. 

Sir,  you  may  call  out  the  miutia  to  repel  inva- 
sion. But  you  cannot  call  them  out  for  two 
years,  or  one,  for  a  month,  a  day,  or  even  an  hour, 
unless  the  country  is  invaded  ;  you  have  no  right 
to  anticipate  the  invasion,  it  must  exist,  in  fact, 
or  the  Constitution  does  not  reach  the  case.  Is 
your  countrjr  invaded?  Be  it  so;  then  under 
alreadv  existing  laws,  the  President  can  call  for 
the  militia ;  but  I  deny,  sir,  that  Congress  have  a 
right  to  make  laws  calling  out  the  militia  for  a 
iefinite  period,  however  short. 

It  is  most  obvious  from  the  wording  of  the 
Constitution,  the  militia  were  designed  as  a  spe- 
cific for  enumerated  evils,  and  in  no  other  case 
has  the  General  Government  power  to  command 


them.  Will  any  honorable  gentleman  risk  the 
charge  of  absurdity  by  contending  that  the  Gov* 
ernment  have  a  right  to  the  remedy,  although  the 
evil  does  not  exist.  And  it  seems  equally  absurd 
to  contend  that  they  may  be  used  as  a  remedy 
for  other  evils  than  those  enumerated.  Tha 
States  had  an  exclusive  right  to  the  militia ;  and 
in  forming  the  compact  and  delegating  powers  to 
the  General  Government,  they  sa^jT  we  will  per- 
mit you  to  call  for  our  militia  in  three  cases, 
namely,  when  your  officers  cannot  execute  your 
laws ;  when  any  of  your  citizens  rise  in  armt 
against  you.  or  when  an  enemy  shall  invade  your 
frontier.  This  is  the  utmost  extent  of  the  power 
granted,  and  can  it  possibly  follow  from  this 
grant,  that,  in  expectation  of  the  enumerated 
cases,  the  General  Government  have  a  right  to 
call  the  militia  to  camp  in  waiting  for  an  event 
which  may  or  may  not  happen.  If  it  does,  the 
limitation,  or  rather  the  enumeration  of  distinct 
cases  to  define  the  authority  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment  is  ridiculous,  because  it  must  be  useless; 
and  adopting  this  Constitution,  we  are  to  sup- 
pose the  wise  men  who  framed  the  Constitution 
nlled  ituj)  with  unmeaning  and  useless  sentences 
to  make  it  of  sufficient  length.  For,  if  this  is 
the  construction,  your  powers  are  not  limited  at 
all ;  they  are  general,  and  it  is  only  to  say,  we 
expect  a  case  mentioned.  Therefore^  we  exercise 
our  prerogatives,  and  lead  the  militia  to  the 
camp.  For  how  long  ?  as  long  as  we  please,  for 
months,  years,  or  for  life,  at  our  election.  This 
would  be  the  consequence  of  the  doctrine ;  and 
this,  at  one  blow,  might  break  down  the  State 
sovereignties — rob  them  of  their  highest  and 
most  valued  prerogatives.  If  this  right  really 
exists  in  Congress,  the  citizens  and  State  gov- 
ernments have  no  shield  against  their  power;  it 
will  be  only  necessary  to  wave  its  rod,  like  a 
magic  wand,  and  the  citizens,  in  greater  or  less 
numbers,  are  instantly  metamorphosed,  and  be- 
come soldiers.  Absolute  authority  may  be  exer- 
cised over  their  liberties  and  occupations,  and  at 
once  they  cease  to  be  freemen,  and  become 
slares. 

But  sir,  if  yon  adopt  the  construction  con- 
tended for  on  this  side,  you  are  again  free.  You 
at  once  perceive  a  meaning,  a  glorious  object 
congenial  with,  and  a  sure  protector  of  liberty,  in 
the  specification  of  cases  for  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. It  surrounds  the  citizen  with  an  im- 
pr^nable  barrier  against  the  encroachments  of 
ambition ;  it  defines  his  rights  and  duties,  and 
marks  the  line  between  legitimate  power  and 
despotism. 

Destroy  this  limitation,  and  what  becomes  of 
the  State  sovereignties?  Impotent  must  be  their 
laws  without  the  means  of  executing  them.  The 
respect  secured  thereby  must  be  held  on  the  pre- 
carious tenure  of  the  friendly  disposition  of  the 
General  Government.  A  tenure  at  this  time 
precarious  indeed.  Sir,  we  should  much  dislike 
a  dependence  of  this  kind ;  let  us  keep  our  State 

Sivernments  on  the  old  ground,  <<  by  the  gracaof 
od  free  and  independent."    You  will  gain  no- 
thing by  swallowing  us ;  we  abalL  disturb  and 
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sicken  you  within,  and  compel  you,  like  Jonah's 
whale,  to  throw  us  up. 

This  construction  of  the  Constitution  is  suited 
to  the  notions  entertained  at  its  adoption.  I  mean 
the  jealousies  which  were  cherished  by  the 
States,  and  which  were  so  strong  towards  the 
General  Grovernment  as  to  threaten  the  rejection 
of  that  instrument.  These  jealousies  not  only 
exist  in  history,  but  in  the  recollection  of  thou- 
sands, indeed;  in  the  very  paper  itself  and  its 
amendments.  Why  does  it  reserve  to  the  States 
all  powers  which  are  not  expressly  delegated, 
but  from  the  caution  just  mentioned?  If  the 
States  were  willing  to  intrust  the  Gk)7ernment 
of  the  Union  with  absolute  dominion  over  their 
liberties,  property,  and  other  privileges^  tell  me 
why  all  those  checks  and  restraints  are  imposed 
upon  your  National  Legislature?  Now,  sir,  if  we 
find  the  Constitution  framed  with  so  much  cau- 
tion, avoiding  any  oppugnation  of  the  essential 
principles  of  State  sovereignty,  can  any  discreet 
man  believe  that  the  States  which  had  won  their 
independence  by  the  dint  of  their  own  sovereign 
arms,  merely  advised  by  Congress,  and  trem- 
blingly alive  to  their  interests,  fearing  lest  the 
new  Government  should  curtail  their  preroga- 
tives, reserving  all  powers  not  delegated,  should 
without  any  limitation  give  up  to  the  absolute 
control  of  the  General  Government  their  whole 
militia,  and  at  once  divest  themselves  of  their 
sovereignty?  For  only  deprive  a  Government 
of  armed  force  sufficient  to  carry  into  effect  its 
laws,  and  what  remaiiis  can  neither  command 
respect  or  enforce  obedience. 

If,  sir,  you  are  left  without  any  Constitutional 
restraints  in  relation  to  this  subject,  or  to  be  more 
explicit,  if  you  have  a  right  to  pass  this  bill,  the 
Government  is  a  despotism.  You  may  exercise 
absolute  power  over  the  liberty  of  the  citizen,  and 
wheiher  exercised  by  one  or  many,  does  not  alter 
its  nature.  The  principles  and  not  the  number 
of  men  who  make  laws  or  pass  edicts  constitutes 
the  free  or  despotic  nature  of  the  Government. 
One  man  may  make  a  people  free  and  happy, 
while  an  hundred  may  enslave  them.  You 
therefore  perceive,  sir,  if  we  hold  this  power  in 
our  hands,  we  are  intrusted  with  a  dangerous 
DOwer,  totally  irreconcileable  with  the  idea  of  the 
treedom  of  our  Grovernment  and  habits;  touUy 
Inconsistent  with  that  security  of  the  political 
blessings  which  has  been  boasted  of,  experienced, 
and  appreciated — a  power  which  the  Mother 
Country,  whose  tyranny  we  could  not  endure, 
never  pretended  to  possess,  and  dare  not  exercise. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  this  bill  may  be  created 
without  passing  the  limits  of  the  Constitution. 
We  had  better  tear  in  pieces  an  instrument  which 
affords  so  little  security  to  our  citizens.  Why 
shackle  Congress  with  any  restraints,  if  they  are 
left  free  to  trample  on  the  most  sacred  rights  of 
freemen  ?  It  only  marks  us  with  a  name  and 
shadow,  while  the  substance  is  entirely  the  re- 
verse. 

If  the  power  to  pass  this  law  is  delegated  to  or 
exists  in  Congress,  see,  sir,  what  may  be  its  fruits ! 
It  is  not  confined  to  a  time  of  war ;  but  in  peace, 


as  well  as  war,  might  your  citizens  be  subjected 
to  a  military  life.  You  might  treat  them  as  yon 
do  your  slaves — compel  them  to  toil  and  drudge 
at  your  pleasure.  For,  sir,  if  you  take  away  the 
limitation  which  we  say  bounds  your  power,  there 
is  none  left,  and  it  is  purely  a  matter  of  discre- 
tion in  Congress  whether  our  fellow-citixens  may 
control  their  own  pursuits,  recreations,  pleasures, 
enjoyments,  and  employments ;  or  whether  we 
(their  masters)  shall  ease  them  of  that  uoable, 
and  place  them  under  military  government,  regi- 
men, and  discipline — subjugate  them  to  the  eate 
of  a  sergeant  or  sabre  of  a  subaltern.  This,  air, 
would  be  the  evil  as  it  respects  the  right  at  any 
time,  and  all  times,  to  control  the  cittzeo.  But, 
this  is  not  all.  If  it  does  exist,  it  enables  Coa- 
ffress  not  only  to  call  at  any  time,  but  on  anybody. 
It  may  be  as  unrelenting  as  death,  and  like  him 
take  all  ranks,  ages,  and  classes,  of  men — the  min- 
ister from  the  altar  of  his  God ;  the  judge  from 
the  bench  of  justice;  the  lawyer  from  the  bar; 
•the  merchant  from  his  counting-room  ;  the  phy- 
sician from  the  sick-bed  of  his  patient ;  the  farmer 
from  his  field ;  and  the  mechanic  from  his  work- 
shop. Whenever  you  may  please  to  exercise  this 
high,  dangerous,  unlimited  prerogative,  you  tear 
away  whoever  you  please  from  their  homes  and 
employments,  and.  without  exeniption  or  distinc- 
tion, devote  them  to  the  horrors,  mth,  and  vermin, 
of  a  camp.  This  tremendous  power  would  not 
be  compelled  to  spare  the  decrepitude  of  old  age 
or  tenderness  of  youth.  And  do  we  live  under 
such  a  Government,  Mr.  Chairman  ?  If  we  do, 
let  us  instantly  change  it  before  our  strength  is 
taken  away  and  our  chains  rivetted.  Do  you  call 
that  Government  free,  sir,  that  does  not  stand 
sentinel  over  the  freedom  of  the  ground ;  that 
places  no  limits  but  discretion  to  the  power  of  the 
governors?  It  is  said,  this  discretion  will  not  be 
abused :  the  limitation,  therefore,  is  unnecessary. 
Congress,  governed  by  a  just  sense  of  the  solemn 
duties  imposed  upon  them,  will  never  oppress  the 
citizen. 

Sir,  Congress  is  composed  of  men  liable  to  err, 
and  fallible,  like  other  men,  whose  passions  may 
predominate  over  their  reason ;  whose  lust  of 
power  may  control  their  love  of  justice. 

If  the  militia,  sir,  are  the  mere  creatures  of  the 
General  Government,  as  contended  for  by  gen- 
tlemen,, why,  let  me  ask,  was  the  right  to  appoint 
their  officers  reserved  to  the  States  ?  It  would 
be  strange,  if  they  were  wholly  devoted  to  the 
Union,  that  such  an  essential  principle  should 
have  been  reserved. 

<*  Congress  may  provide  for  organizing  and  arm- 
ing the  militia."  Yes, sir,  but  does  it  lollowfrom 
this  provision  that  they  have  a  right  to  call  them 
to  the  field  ?  Certainly  not.  The  object  of  this 
clause  most  evidently  was  to  promote  uniformity 
in  their  arms,  exercise,  and  discipline;  that  if  at 
any  time  they  were  called  into  the  field,  they 
could  the  better  act  in  unison. 

Having,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  far  as  I  have  been 
able,  and  to  the  unbiassed  mind,  I  trust,  suffi- 
ciently proved,  that  the  General  Government  have 
no  control  over  the  militia  of  the  Union,  for  the 
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objects  eoDtemplated  in  this  bill,  I  will  make  a 
few  remarks  to  show  their  want  of  power  to  co- 
erce the  citizens  of  this  country  to  become  regu- 
lar soldiers. 

I  am  constrained  to  say,  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Gholson,)  that  the  army  in- 
tended to  be  raised  by  yirtue  of  this  act  would 
not  be  militia,  but  regular  soldiers.  Adopting  this 
as  irue,  can  they,  as  such,  be  changed  trom  citi- 
zens into  soldiers  ?  It  really  seems  that  some 
gentlemen  think  so,  for  attempts  haye  been  made 
to  proye  it  by  citing  the  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion which  giyes  power  to  Con^reis  to  raise 
armies.  This  power  is  giyen  without  doubt. 
The  only  question  remains  to  determine  the 
mode;  and  as  it  respects  that,  the  gentleman  will 
find  their  Constitution  to  fail  them.  How  shall 
they  raise  armies?  is  the  inquiry.  All  is  silent. 
It  then  follows  most  irresistibly,  that  they  are  to 
be  raised  agreeably  to  the  usages  of  free  countries, 
controlled  oy  a^-^crupulous  regard  to  the  dearest 
interests  of  the  niidon,  by  and  only  by  yolontary 
enlistment.  Great  i^ritain,  whose  tyranny  we 
could  not  endure,  raises  her  armies  in  this  way. 
She  neither  dare  to  enact,  nor  could  she  execute, 
a  law  forcing  the  subject  into  the  regular  army. 
The  employing  men  to  become  soldiers  is  done 
in  the  same  way  as  the  employing  them  to  be- 
come laborers,  by  contract.  Such  must  be  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution — adopt  any  other 
meaning,  and  the  charter  of  liberty  becomes  an 
instrument  of  tyranny;  you  giye  to  it  attributes 
which  are  inadmissible  eyen  in  idea.  The  Con- 
stitution itself  declares  the  Goyernment  therein 
described  to  be  free.  Such  is  its  character;  no 
construction  therefore  of  any  part  of  it  ought 
ever  to  be  tolerated  for  a  moment,  incompatible 
with  freedom.  I  beseech  gentlemen,  therefore, 
not  to  indulge  in  experiments  diametrically  op- 
posed to  the  most  sacred  principles  of  liberty. 

It  is  most  evident  that  such  is  the  construction, 
and  was  so  intended  by  the  framers  of  that  in- 
strument. If  not,  see  with  what  absurdity  they 
must  have  acted.  In  the  fir^t  place  they  limit 
the  powers  of  the  General  Goyernment  over  the 
citizen  as  a  militiaman,  and  expose  him  to  an 
unlimited  power,  when  called  by  another  name, 
to  wit:  a  regular  soldier;  and  the  doctrine  con- 
tended for  goes  still  further.  You  have  not  only 
the  ordinary  powers  oyer  him  after  he  has  be- 
come such,  but  you  have  a  right  to  make  him  a 
regular  soldier;  by  a  sort  of  magic  process,  to 
cause  all  ranks,  employments,  and  ages  of  citi- 
zens to  undergo  the  instantaneous  and  wonderful 
mutations  of  enchantment— transferring  the  judge 
if  you  please  from  his  honorable  seat  to  the  glo- 
ries  derived  from  the  regions  of  blasphemy,  drunk- 
enness, and  pollution.  If.  sir,  it  was  intended  to 
surround  the  militia  with  a  Constitutional  guard, 
bow  much  stronger  was  the  reason  for  the  like  or 
more  effectual  guard  for  the  citizen,  to  prevent 
his  being  forced  to  become  a  regular  soldier! 
The  reason  is  as  much  stronger  in  the  latter  than 
the  former  case,  as  the  seryices  and  sufferings  of 
the  latter  are  more  irksome  and  severe.  The 
reasoning  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 


Gholbon)  must  be  fallacious.  The  amount  of  it 
is,  you,  citizen,  are  exempted  from  involuntary 
service,  unless  in  the  three  cases  mentioned  in 
the  Constitution,  as  one  enrolled  in  the  militia ; 
but  the  Government  can  get  at  you  under  another 
name^  and  doom  you  to  any  service  they  please. 

This  is,  truly,  a  strange  doctrine  to  advance, 
in  giving  meaning  to  the  Constitution  of  a  coun- 
try. Giving  the  name  all  efficacy,  and  the  object 
named  none  at  all.  What  consolation  will  it  be, 
sir,  to  the  wretched  man,  torn  by  the  ruthless 
hand  of  power  from  the  bosom  of  a  wife  and 
family  he  adores,  while  his  heart  swims  in  the 
tears  of  anguish,  to  be  told  by  the  ruf&an  who 
comes  to  snatch  nim  from  all  bis  soul  values  on 
earth,  that  his  rights  are  not  violated  in  the  ca« 
pacity  of  a  militiaman,  but  as  a  regular  soldier  I 
In  uovernments  it  is  the  substance  of  things 
which  ought,  and  with  wise  and  good  politicians 
does  control  their  measures.  Regardless  of  names 
they  will  look  to  effects,  and  not  mock  the  sufferer 
by  telling  him  this  or  that  horrid  and  cruel  meas- 
ure is  called  by  this  and  not  that  name.  Will  the 
victim  of  your  oppressive  measures,  with  heart 
bleeding  and  eyes  weepine,  feel  the  one  staunched 
and  the  other  dried,,  should  you  tell  him,  **  com- 
fort yourself  my  friend,  you  are  not  going  to  be 
butchered  in  the  capacity  of  a  militiaman,  but 
anly  as  a  regular  soldier?^'  Whv,  sir,  was  you  to 
say  so,  you  would  soon  see  mingled  with  the  tear 
of  sorrow  the  smile  of  contempt,  and  low  as  he 
would  feel  himself  sunk,  in  his  soul  he  would 
despise  the  idiot  whose -contemptible  intellects 
could  stoop  to  a  remark  so  mean  and  pitiful. 

If  this  doctrine  is  correct,  what  are  the  benefits 
resulting  from  the  limitations  of  power  in  Con- 
gress? Certainly  none.  It  is  shielding  the  limbs 
and  leaving  the  vitals  exposed  to  the  darts  of 
despotism;  and  can  you,  can  any  man  believe  that 
the  people  in  their  cool  moments,  deliberating 
With  care,  feeling  no  warmth  but  zeal  for  the  best 
interests  of  their  country,  could  have  been  guilty 
of  such  inconsistency,  or  weak  enough  to  have 
overlooked  it?  Tell  it  not;  believe  it  not.  It 
cannot  be  so.  Let  us  not  thus  slander  the  hearts 
or  heads  of  the  sainted  men,  who  travailed  with 
this  precious  instrument  until  a  joyful  reckoning 
was  run,  and  the  people  hail«l  its  birth  as  a  mil- 
lenial  epioch.  However  we  may  act,  whether  con- 
sistently or  otherwise,  let  us  not  reproach  their 
memories  or  names. 

Turn  the  subject  over  as  often  as  you  please, 
torture  it  to  your  purpose,  it  amounts  to  no  more 
or  less  than  this:  ^As  a  white  man,  the  law  pro- 
tects A  B — presume  not  to  touch  him;  but  if 
you  call  him  an  Indian,  by  the  same  law  you  have 
a  perfect  right  to  kill  him." 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  ask  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  to  the  second  point,  which  is  the 
expediency  of  this  measure,  provided  no  Consti- 
tutional scruples  existed.  And  it  appears  to  me 
perfectly  demonstrable,  if  the  power  existed  in 
Congress,  it  would  be  inexpedient,  indeed  it  would 
be  hazardous,  to  attempt  the  exercise  of  u.  r^. 
member,  sir,  that  your  people  have  ever  been,  and 
ever  will  be  free.    Remember  that  tti^y  posaesj 
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a  keen,  but  laudable  jealousy  in  retpcet  to  their 
rights;  that  the  power  is  ia  their  bauds;  they 
delegate  it  when  and  to  whom  they  please,  and 
they  never  will  submit  to  any  extensive  encroach- 
ments upon  their  privileges.  Wisdom,  therefore, 
most  UDOuestionabiv  dictates  to  the  legislator, 
that,  while  he  legislates  agreeable  to  bis  consci- 
ence, to  please  those  whom  be  binds  by  bis  laws, 
is  an  object  of  no  trifling  importance.  And,  sir, 
there  can  be  hot  little  necessitv  of  our  adopting 
measures  which  the  people  will  dislike ;  if  there 
is,  it  must  have  originated  in  previous  miscon- 
duct. The  majority  of  the  people  may,  and  some- 
times by  falsehood  have,  been  misled;  but  left  to 
draw  their  own  conclusions  from  correct  iuforma- 
tion,  they  will  be  righL  In  the  grand  commu- 
nity there  is  much  of  the  best  of  all  sense,  com- 
mon ;  the  best  of  all  knowledge,  practical ;  and 
by  those  standards  they  will  condemn  or  approve, 
as  bad  or  good  measures  shall  be  adopted.  If  I 
am  correct,  how  stands  your  war?  Do  the  people 
approve  of  it?  We  were  told  thev  do.  That  it 
ifl  the  people's  war,  that  they  declared  it ;  if  so, 
what  necessity  can  there  be  of  forcing  the  people 
into  your  armies  ?  It  must  be  strange  that  they 
approved,  nay,  declared  the  war,  and  yet  nothing 
short  of  coercion  will  fill  the  ranks  of  your  legions. 
"  It  is  strange,  passing  straaffe,"  that  the  people 
will  not  support  a  measure  of  their  own  derising 
and  creating  unless  whipped  into  their  duty. 

That  they  refuse,  and  have  refused,  is  most 
manifestj  for  while  with  one  breath  we  are  told 
the  war  is  popular,  with  the  next  we  are  also  told 
that  every  attempt  to  awaken  the  patriotism  or 
the  cupidity  of  the  people  has  fallen  far  behind 
the  high  expectations  entertained  before  the  ex- 
periments were  made.  Now,  sir,  it  is  most  cer- 
uin  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Duvall)  is  correct,  you  can  have  no  necessity  of 
exercising  powers  so  unusual,  so  abhorrent,  and 
so  unjust  and  dangerous,  to  accomplish  your  Ob- 
ject. If  they  love  your  war,  they  will  love  to 
support  it,  and  will  devote  their  services  and  blood 
to  the  cause,  and  consequently  there  can  be  no 
need  of  force.  And  it  will  be  inexpedient  and 
imprudent  to  pass  the  bill,  for  if  the  people  now 
love  you,  there  is  at  least  some  risk  of  losing  their 
affections  by  a  measure  not  of  the  most  inviting 
complexion.  But  suppose  the  honorable  gentle- 
man should  be  mistaken,  which  to  me  is  most 
probable,  can  you  be  so  credulous  as  to  believe 
that  an  army  forced  from  a  comfortable  home, 
with  its  delights  and  conveniences,  to  the  mise- 
ries of  a  camp,  will  cheerfully  expose  their  lives, 
and  shed  their  blood  in  defence  or  a  Government 
which  had  proved  by  its  measures  to  be  their 
greatest  enemy  ?  No ;  as  thev  loved  their  liberty, 
as  they  loved  that  proud  independence,  won  by 
the  blood  of  their  fathers,  they  would  tum  upon 
you  to  rend  the  sceptre  of  ill-gotten  power  from 
unworthy  hands.  Confide  not,  sir,  in  such  an 
army  J  if  you  do,  disappointment  awaits  you. 
Bear  in  mind  that  our  countrymen  are  free  Amer- 
icans, not  Frenchmen,  and  they  will  not  submit 
to  chains.  If  the  people  do  not  like  your  measures, 
I  will  not  say  what  some  gentlemen  have  boldly 


said,  that  they  would  resist,  and  they  hoped  they 
wouid,  but  I  have  a  right  to  exercise  a  natural 
privilege ;  I  have  a  right  to  guesat,  and  I  guess 
they  will  resist  in  all  the  majesty  of  insulted 
freedom ;  and  if  they  do,  like  a  mighty  tornado, 
or  overwhelming  torrent,  they  will  sweep  away 
every  opposing  object.  I  therefore  enueat  ^n- 
tlemen  to  beware  what  they  do ;  to  be  cauuoiis 
how  they  enkindle  a  flame  they  will  not  be  able 
to  extinguish. 

Sir,  I  do  not  believe  the  war  was  ever  popular ; 
I  verily  believe  the  people  detested  it  froui  the 
beginning,  and  the  wretched  manner  io  which  it 
has  been  prosecuted  has  increased  that  detesu- 
tion ;  it  needs  only  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and 
but  an  attempt  to  execute  it,  to  give  the  finishing 
blow  that  will  sever  all  honest  hearts  from  the 
Government  and  its  war. 

Do  you  flatter  yourself,  sir,  that  the  people  will 
submit  to  the  execution  of  a  law  which  is  com- 
posed of  more  baleful  materials,  anore  cursed  in- 
gredients, and  may  produce  more  miseries  than 
all  that  have  been  felt  io  the  aggregate,  under 
the  British  Grovernment  and  our  own?  Think 
you,  sir,  that  the  people  will  tamely  behold  the 
widowhood  and  orphanaf  e  of  their  friends  and 
neighbors,  the  result  of  your  law  ?  I  say  so  be- 
cause the  tracks  are  nearly  all  one  way.  If  the 
father,  the  son,  the  husband,  or  brother,  goes  out 
in  pursuance  of  this  nyandate,  he  pro^Qy  goes 
to  die;  disease  or  battle  gives  him  shortly  a  ter- 
mination to  his  sufferings  in  this  world. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  admit  that  you  can  carry 
this  law  into  effect,  and  that,  too,  without  oppo- 
sition by  force,  are  you  willing  to  do  so  great  in- 
justice to  your  fellow-citizens?    Sur^y,  sir,  you 
must  feel  some  compassion  for  them,  some  sense 
of  what  is  right.    As  an  apology  on  this  part  of 
the  subject,  it  was  said  by  a  gentleman,  the  citi- 
zen is  not  obliged  to  serve  unless  be  pleases.    He 
has  only  to  pay  the  penalty  and  ezoneiate  him- 
self.   Sir,  need  the  honorable  gentleman  be  told 
that  a  vast  portion  of  the  population  of  one  coun- 
trv  are  altogether  unable  to  satisfy  ibe  requisition 
or  the  law  in  this  respect?    To  such  a  person 
there  is  no  alternative.    The  lot  falls  on  such  a 
man-"the  father  of  a  numerous  family,  whose 
patient  labor  gives  them  bread;  be  oaust  go,  and 
his  family  left  wretched  and  forlorn.    Now,  sir, 
is  all  this  right?    Let  me  ask,  with  an  emphasis, 
is  it  right  ?    If  you  expect  success  to  follow  such 
measures;   measures,  which  blight  and  wither 
our  present  joys  and  sicken  all  hopes  of  the  fu- 
ture, you  must  have  cherished  a  delusion,  for 
nothing  less  could  create  expectations  wholly  des- 
titute df  foundation.    If  we  are  to  be  slaves,  why 
are  we  told  we  must  defend  ourselves  against  an 
invading  enemy?  We  were  once  the  subjects  of 
that  enemy,  and,  as  I  have  said,  they  never  did, 
nor  ever  dared  to  pass  a  law  as  odious  as  the  bill 
on  your  table;  but  I  have  no  fancy  to  be  con- 
quered by  that  enemy.    I  know  my  brave  cooo- 
trymen,  or  that  portion  of  them  which  have  minds 
to  devise,  courage  todare,and  strength  to  execute, 
what  their  rights  require  in  the  field,  and  speak 
it  with  pleasure,  they  are  not  to  be  conquered. 
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Tbey  have  lived  free,  aid  will  die  ao ;  aod  they 
will  DOt  thaok  you  to  violate  the  CoostitutloD 
thev  love,  and  impugn  the  freedom  tbey  adore, 
uoaer  pretence  ot  defending  them.  No,  sir,  do 
not  take  this  rash  step;  better  let  them,  if  you 
cannot  enlist  men,  defend  themselves.  Let  them 
manage  their  own  matters  in  their  own  way. 
Tiiis  IS  the  least  you  can  do.  Let  the  people  alone; 
for  this  tbey  might  thank  you,  but  not  for  exer- 
cising a  usurped  authority  wbich  threatens  to  en- 
slave them. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  seemed  to  chide 
my  honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Millbr)  for  calling 
this  measure  a  conscription.  He  says  it  is  not 
so.  Well,  sir,  although  the  name  conscription 
"  freezes  the  blood  and  chills  the  mortal  frame ;" 
although  it  carries  in  the  sound  every  horrible 
thought  that  can  fix  on  the  heart  the  cold  shud- 
derings  of  approaching  death;  yet  no  greater 
evils  would  follow  in  its  train,  had  its  title  been 
"an  act  of  conscription,"  than  the  present  title, 
"  to  provide  for  calling  out  the  militia."  The 
name  of  this,  as  of  all  other  measures,  is  but  of 
little  importance;  aod  call  this  bill  what  you 
please,  it  still  will  retain  all  the  odious  provisions 
that  it  now  does. 

Again,  sir,  have  we  been  solicited  to  unite  with 
the  majority,  and  as  a  motive,  the  melancholy 
state  ot  our  country  has  been  pathetically  de- 
scribed ;  this  description  is  too  true  to  be  doubted, 
and  it  is  an  alarming  truth.    This  great  fabric 
seems  nodding  aod  tottering  to  its  fall, and  Heaven 
only  knows  how  long  before  the  mighty  ruin  will 
take  place.    But,  sir,  this  state  of  things,  so  far 
from  being  a  motive  to  induce  a  union,  on  the 
ground  to  which  we  are  invited,  loudly  admon- 
ishes us  to  avoid  it.    The  gentlemen  have  ruined 
the  country  by  a  class  of  measures,  and  now,  to 
restore  it,  they  invite  us  to  join  in  continuing  the 
same,    fio,  sir,  we  should  do  injustice  even  to 
them  to  do  so,  as  we  certainly  act  the  most  friend- 
ly part  to  them  and  our  country,  when  we  oppose 
and  are  able  to  impede  them  in  the  career  of  ruin. 
If  they  wish  to  lay  aside  party,  reason  dictates, 
as  they  have  acknowledged  their  inability  to  man- 
age the  political  concerns  of  the  nation,  that  they 
should  abandon  their  ground,  and  take  one  which 
Washington  explored — adopt  his  principles,  and 
the  gentlemen  will  not  need  to  give  us  a  second 
invitation  to  union.    Most  wilunffly,  sir,  would 
we  receive  with  brotherly  good-wfll,  those  who, 
sensible  of  error,  expressed,  by  abandoning  it,  their 
dispositions  to  adopt  anotiier  and  a  better  course. 
That  we  are  right,  amounts  to  almost  mathemat- 
ical certainty ;  for,  whatever  opposes  wrong  is 
right,  and  we  have  been  accused  of  systematic 
opposition  to  the  men  in  power,  to  their  measures; 
and  who  among  them  will  venture  to  deny  that 
those  measures  have  been  wrong?    Should  we, 
then,  give  up  our  justifiable  opposition,  we  should 
only  add  to  the  number  of  bands  employed  in  the 
total  destruction  of  this  once  happy  country  ?  No, 
sir,  excuse  us,  we  cannot  go  over ;  we  are  a  little 
band,  it  is  true,  but,  like  that  little  band  who  val- 
iantly braved  a  formidable  opposition  at  the  straits 
of  Tnermopyls,  we  still  design  to  stand  between 


the  enemy  and  irretrievable  ruin ;  and  faint  as 
are  our  hopes,  yet  we  know  nothing  of  abandon- 
ing our  duty  or  principle ;  we  hold  out  to  the  last, 
and  fall  when  all  fall. 

Sir,  I  feel  this  to  be  a  just  boast,  and  the  calam- 
itous state  of  our  country  is  more  than  a  volume 
to  prove  the  correctness  of  it.  We  always  told 
you  we  were  right  and  you  wrong,  and  do  not 
the  fruits  manifest  that  we  judged  correctly  1  "By 
their  fruits  shall  ye  know  them,"  is  an  unerring 
rule ;  by  that  rule  you  are  found  wanting.  Your 
fruits  are  not  good,  therefore  we  have  a  right,  at 
least,  to  condemn  the  heads,  if  not  the  hearts,  of 
those  who  love  those  fruits. 

You  took  the  country  in  a  high  state  of  pros- 
perity, and  you  admit  that  it  is  now  otherwise. 
X  ou  admit  you  are  sinking,  and  call  loudly  upon 
us  for  help ;  and  if  we  offer  assistance,  we  dis- 
cover you  wish  us  to  do  that,  or  help  you  to  do 
that,  which  has  produced  the  evils  under  ^rhich 
we  suffer.  Most  willingly  would  we  help  you,  if 
you  would  accept  of  the  services  which  could  do 
you  any  good,  but.  should  we  do  as  you  wished, 
we  should  only  sink  you  still  deeper. 

A  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Bahmstt) 
also  called  for  union,  and  he  used  some  expressions 
immensely  calculated  to  promote  ao  object  he 
seemed  most  ardently  to  desire.  He  said  he  would 
administer  hemp  and  confiscation,  and  also  a  new 
specific,  which  t  had  not  before  heard  of— ^*  Mo- 
hawk tea."  The  first  is  old,  it  has  been  spoken 
formerly  by  a  zealous  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Wriqbt.)  For  the  first  time,  sir,  we  have 
no  particular  longing  at  the  North,  we  should 
not  take  it  kindly ;  and  the  latter,  when  explained, 
^'  powder  and  lead."  may  be  equallyunacceptable, 
used  as  the  gentleman  means.  We  should  not 
like  a  dose  of  either,  when  admitkistered,  as  was 
intended  by  him,  or  as  was  expressed  by  a  col- 
league of  that  gentleman,  (Mr.  Troup,)  "  to  be 
shot  like  a  dog."  We,  somehow,  have  an  aver- 
sion to  be  forced  to  do  what  we  dislike,  and  it 
will  require,  possibly,  more  force  than  can  be 
raised  on  that  side  to  accomplish  the  object  of 
conciliation  by  hanging  or  shooting  us. 

Mr.  Mos£X«EY  said,  he  begged  gentlemen  who 
were  anxious  either  for  the  question  or  the  flooT} 
not  to  be  alarmed.  He  would  detain  them  but  a 
very  short  time.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  go 
into  a  particular  consideration  of  the  merits  of 
the  bill.  He  was  satisfied  with  the  discussion  it 
had  already  undergone,  ft  had,  in  his  opinion, 
been  most  clearly  shown  that  the  bill  was  uncon-* 
stitutional  in  its  principles;  odious,  tyrannical, 
and  oppressive,  in  its  provisions  and  altogether 
unworthy  the  sanction  of  this  House,  as  the  le- 
gislators of  a  free  and  enlightened  people. 

His  object  in  rising  was  principally  to  notice 
some  of  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  gen- 
tlemen in  the  course  of  this  debate.  It  had  been 
repeatedly  stated  and  urged  with  much  confidence 
that  the  war,  in  which  we  arc  engaged,  has  been 
as  successful  and  well  conducted  as  could  ration- 
ally be  expected.  And  that  what  little  of  mis- 
fortune had  attended  it,  was  to  be  ascribed  chiefly 
to  Federal  opposition. 
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That  ^Dilemen  sboold  predict  favorably  is  not 
extraordinary.  They  have  anfartanately  been 
too  much  in  the  habit  of  doing  this.  Bat  that 
they  should,  in  the  face  of  surrounding  facts,  boast 
of  past  success  and  good  management,  was  really 
more  than  he  should  ha?e  believed. 

Suppose,  sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  that  at  the  time  we 
were  about  declaring  this  war;  when  so  many  flat- 
tering predictions  were  made  respecting  it ;  and 
with  others,  the  one  so  often  mentioned,  that  in  a 
▼ery  few  weeks  Canada  would  inevitably  be  con- 
quered— for  then  it  appeared  to   be  within  the 
scope  of  our  vast  designs,  to  conquer  Canada ;  and 
he  recollected  to  have  heard  gentlemen  expatiate 
with  great  delight  upon  the  incalculable  advan- 
tage which  must  result  from  the  annexation  of 
these  provinces  to  the  United  States; — suppose 
that  some  gentleman  opposed  to  the  war  had  then 
risen  in  his  place  and  predicted,  that  you  would 
not  in  the  coorseof  three  campaigns,  after  expend- 
ing millions  of  money,  and  sacrificing  thousands 
of  lives,  be  able  to  obtain  one  foot  of  Canada. 
That  before  you  could  conquer  Canada  or  any 
part  of  it,  yuur  own  capital  would  be  in  possession 
of  the  enemy,  the  splendid  Hall  yon  then  occu- 
pied reduced  to  ashes,  and  your  Administration, 
with  the  President  at  their  head,  be  seen  flying 
for  safety  before  the  British.    Nay,  more  sir,  that 
before  you  should  have  proceeded  two  years  with 
this  just  and  necessary  war,  every  object  for 
which  it  was  declared  should  be  abandoned,  and 
"  that  you  would  be  unable  even  then  to  procure  a 
peace  upon  terms  so  humiliating.    Would  not  the 
man  who  should  have  made  this  prediction,  which 
has  been  literally  fulfilled,  have  been  pronounced 
a  madman  or  a  traitor,  unworthy  the  least  regard 
or  confidence  ?    And  yet  the  invasion  of  this  city, 
with  its  consequent  evils,  are  but  items  in  the  long 
list  of  calamities  brought  upon  the  country,  by  the 
war  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

And  what  are  our  future  prospects  ?  He  said 
he  felt  no  disposition  to  dwell  upon  the  disasters 
which  we  havealready  experienced,  or  to  magnify 
those  to  which  we  must  be  exposed  in  its  further 
progress.  But  is  it  wise  to  shut  our  eyes  against 
dangers  which  threaten  us  ?  Are  our  resources 
more  ample  than  they  have  been  ?  Or  will  they 
in  the  same  hands  be  more  ably  and  skilfully  ap* 
plied?  Has  the  war  grown  more  popular  as  it 
nas  progressed  ?  Are  the  innumerable  hosts  of 
those  who  have  pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes, 
and  their  sacred  honor,  in  support  of  this  war, 
now  found  ready  to  step  forward  and  redeem  their 
pledges?  One  would  have  supposed  from  the 
professions  of  patriotic  zeal  and  military  ardor, 
which  were  formerly  witnessed  throughout  the 
nation,  that  upon  the  sligbeat  call  the  very  pillars 
of  the  earth  would  have  been  shaken  by  the  tramp- 
ling of  volunteers  to  Canada,  or  wherever  their 
services  might  be  needed,  and  for  any  term  of 
time. 

And  what  are  we  now  told,  not  by  those  un- 
friendly to  the  war,  who  are  charged  with  a  dis- 
position to  embarrass  everv  measure,  and  view 
everything  through  the  darkest  medium,  but  by 
gentlemen  friendly  to  the  war,  and  zealous  for  its 


aopport  ?    Sir,  has  it  not  been  said  upon  this  floor, 
that  men  cannot  now  be  induced  by  motives  of 
patriotism,  nor  by  the  immense  boaoties  in  money 
and  land  offered,  to  enter  the  service,  and  that  re- 
course must  be  had  to  coercive  measares,  to  con- 
scription, to  fill  up  your  ranks ;  that  Congress  h^d 
declared  war,  and  the  people  had  supported  them 
in  that  declaration,  and  that  they  ahoald  now  be 
compelled  to  fight  whether  they  were  willing  or 
not  $  and  in  pursuance  of  this  principle  is  the  bill 
on  your  table    Sir,  if  it  has  come  to  this,  if  the 
Government  have  in  the  first  place  to  conqaer  the 
people,  in  order  to  compel  them   to  conqoer  a 
peace,  their  prospect  of  a  speedy  and  honorable 
termination  of  this  war  is,  to  say  the  least,  not 
very  promising. 

It  the  conscription  system,  even  under  the  mil* 
itary  despotism  of  Bonaparte,  was  attended  with 
difficulties,  he  would  leave  gentlemen  to  judge  of 
its  probable  result  in  a  Government  where,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  there  remains  some  portion  of  that 
spirit  by  whieh  their  liberty  and  independence 
was  achieved. 

Mr«  M.  observed,  that  it  was  not  his  object,  as 
he  stated  when  he  rose,  to  detain  the  Hoo^e  hj 
repetition,  for  he  could  add  nothing  to  the  objec- 
tions which  had  been  so  ablv  urged  against  the 
principles  and  provisions  of  this  bill  by  gentlemen 
who  had  preceded  him.  And  he  would  frankly 
declare  that  he  should  not  vote  for  the  bill  were  it 
ever  so  perfect.  He  had  never  voted  for  any  bill 
to  raise  men  for  the  prosecution  of  this  war,  and 
he  should  not  begin  with  the  present. 

He  knew  it  was  said,  that  the  character  of  the 
war  was  changed,  and  that  it  had  now  become 
the  duty  of  all  parties  to  unite  in  itssopporL  But 
he  could  perceive  no  change  in  the  character  of 
the  war  or  its  authors,  to  justify  a  change  of  con- 
duct in  those  who  were  originally  opposed  to  it,  and 
who  have  uniformly  refused  upon  priociple  to 
give  it  their  aid.    Nor  is  their  co-operation  more 
necessary  now,  than  it  has  ever  been.    The  sup- 
plies requisite  for  the  operations  of  Government 
do  not  depend  on  their  votes.    When,  as  was  ob- 
served by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  (Mr.  Websteb,)  "such  a  condition 
of  things  shall  happen,  it  will  bring  its  own  rule 
of  action  along  with  it." 

And  gentlemen  in  vain  attempt  to  ascribe  their 
want  of  success  in  this  war  to  any  opposition 
either  in  or  out  of  this  House.    There  has  been 
no  opposition  but  what  they  were  bound  to  expect. 
Is  not  the  majority  in  this  House  sufficient  to 
control  the  minority;  and  to  carry  every  mea- 
sure when  and  how  they  please?    He  said  vhen^ 
because  it  was  well  known  they  possess  and  ex- 
ercise the  power  of  potting  an  immediate  end  to 
debate,  when  from  any  cause  it  becomes  trouble* 
some.    They  can  instantly  put  to  silence  every 
argument  of  their  opponents.    Not  by  any  intel- 
lectual efforts,  not  by  any  old-fashioned  logical 
process,  but  by  the  magic  power  of  the  previous 
question,  which  proves  at  once — not  what  some 
speculative  writers  have  attempted  to  show,  (bat 
mind  may  become  omnipotent  over  matter;  but 
that  matter  may  be  made  omnipotent  over  mind. 
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Hiving  obuined  this  species  of  triumpb,  gf  bU«> 
iseO)  00  doubt, felicitate  themselves  witli  tne  con- 
clusive infereoce,  limt  they  most  be  right,  when 
aotbioc  can  be  said  against  them. 

No  sir:  gentlemen,  be  remarked,  cnnst  look  to 
ocbercaases  than  to  the  opposition  of  the  minor- 
ity for  their  want  of  better  success  in  this  war ; 
for  the  deplorable  state  of  their  Treasury,  and  the 
wretched  condition  to  which  the  country  is  re- 
duced. 

But  he  would  venture  to  predict,  if  they  were 
deter minecUo  prosecute  the  war  by  a  recourse  to 
Mich  measures  as  are  provided  in  the  present  bill, 
that  they  would  have  no  occa«ton  fur  future  com- 
mittees of  investigation  to  inqyire  into  the  causes 
of  the  fiiilnre  of  their  arms. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  meant  no  improper  menaee  to 
the  House  $  but  an  allusion  had  been  made  to  the 
late  public  proceeding  in  the  State  from  which 
he  was  a  Representative,  and  he  was  sorry  to  say, 
that  he  had  heard  some  expressions  of  a  threac- 
eniog  nature. 

He  would  aasofe  gentlemen,  that  there  was  no 
terror  in  their  threats,  to  deter  the  people  of  that 
State  from  any  course  of  duty,  which  they  should 
deliberately  prescribe  to  themselves.  So  long  as 
the  General  Qovernment  shall  respect  their  righto, 
and  faithfully  discharge  its  duties  towards  them, 
so  long  they  would  not  be  found  wanting  on  their 
part.  But  the  aame  principles,  the  same  feelings^ 
and,  he  would  beg  leave  to  say,  tiie  same  intelli- 
gence, which  would  ever  secure  from  them  obe- 
dience when  due,  would  prevent  them  at  all  hax- 
ards  from  yielding  it  when  arbitrarily  and  uncon- 
stitutionally  demanded. 

After  a  short  but  animated  speech  of  Mr.  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  in  opposition  to  the  motion,  the 
question  on  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  was  decided  in  the  negative,  ayes  44.  And 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 
House;  which  immediately  adjourned. 


Satuboay.  December  10. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^  to  incorporate  the 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
Anaerica,''  was  read  the  first  time,  and,  on  motion, 
the  said  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  to  provide 
addittonai  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  dnties  on  carriages  for  the  conveyance 
ot'  persons,  and  the  harness  nsed  therefor,''  with 
amendments;  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

MILITIA  DRAUGHTS 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
•eport  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
3eoatc'8  bill,  to  authorize  the  President  to  call 
into  service  80,430  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the 
Von  tiers. 

A  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Stockton  of  New 
lersey  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 
1 3th  Con.  3d  Sess.— 27 


On  this  motion  Mr.  Stockton  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  have  moved  for  the  indeSni(e 
postponement  of  this  bill  before  the  amendments 
made  in  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  are 
disposed  of-— not  with  any  wirh  to  interpose  arti- 
ficial obstructions  to  its  parage  through  the 
House,  but  to  secure  to  myself,  and  to  other  gen- 
tlemen, the  common  privilege  of  expressing  our 
opinions  upon  a  great  political  subject;  a  pre- 
caution made  the  more  necessary  by  the  intima- 
tions thrown  out  yesterday  of  an  intention  of 
stopping  further  discussion  by  a  resort  to  the 
previous  question.  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  I 
rise  to  advocate  this  motion  in  no  spirit  of  party 
or  of  opposition;  but  because  I  feel  myseu  con- 
strained, by  all  the  ties  which  bind  me  to  my 
constituents  and  country,  to  make  use  of  every 
exertion  to  nrevent  the  passage  of  the  bill.  I 
know  the  difficulties  which  at  this  moment  sur- 
round the  Qovernment  and  the  nation.  I  know, 
and  I  feel,  as  scDsibiy  as  any  member  can  feel,  the 
crisis— the  awful  crisis,  at  which  our  public  af- 
fairs have  arrived.  I  know,  sir,  that  we  are  en- 
gaged in  a  war  with  a  powerful,  irritated,  and 
revengeful  enemy.  Since  the  late  despatches 
from  Europe  have  been  submitted  to  os,  I  have 
been  induced  to  believe  that  the  Administration 
could  not  at  this  moment  make  a  just  and  honor- 
able peace  if  it  were  now  really  disposed  so  to 
do.  I  admit  thai  there  is  too  much  ffroood  to 
apprehend  that  if  thiii  war  Is  coo  tinned  for  another 
campaign,  it  will  require  a  great  exertion  to 
maintain  the  just  rights  and  integrity  of  the 
United  States.  I  know  that  our  treasury  Is  empty 
and  must  be  filled — that  our  public  credit  is  gone 
and  must  be  restored— that  the  ranks  of  our  army 
are  thin  and  must  be  increased— all  this  I  know — 
and,  without  stopping  now  to  inquire  why  or 
wherefore  these  thing^  are,  1  am  ready  to  act 
accordingly.  I  am  willing  to  accept  the  invita- 
tion of  an  honorable  member  from  Kentucky,. 
(Mr.  OuvALi.,)  and  to  sacrifice  for  the  good  of  the 
public.  I  am  willing  at  this  moment  to  forget 
all  that  I  have  ever  thought  and  believed  of  tnia 
terrible  war.  I  em  willing  to  forget  the  folly^ 
the  political  insanity,  In  which  it  was  declared— 
the  n^ect,  the  culpable  neglect,  to  provide  the 
necessary  means  of  carrying  it  on^the  waste— > 
the  profuse  and  shameful  waste  of  Mood  and 
treasure,  which  has  marked  its  progress.  Al- 
though every  event  since  that  fiital  step  was 
taken  has  confirmed  me  in  these  opinions.  I  am 
willing  to  forget  them  ail^  and  to  act  as  If  they 
did  not  exist.  I  am  willing  to  place  them  upon 
the  altar  of  public  safety,  and  there  to  immolate 
them.  I  am  willing,  for  myself,  to  go  further, 
and  to  refrain  from  all  irritating  expressions  in  re* 
ference  to  those  who  hold  the  reins  of  Qovernment 
and  control  the  destinies  of  the  nation.  I  most 
sincerely  pray  that  oi^  gloomy  forebodings  as  to 
the  issue  of  afisirs  in  their  hands  may  not  be  re- 
alized— that  they  may  be  able  to  extricate  the 
country  from  the  daDgers  ivbich  surround  it,  and 
to  make  a  speedy,  lasting,  and  honorable  peace. 
I  have  already  acted  in  conformity  with  these 
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professions,  by  Totiog  during  this  session  for 
every  measure  intended  to  increase  your  revenues 
or  armies,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  Constitu- 
tional, and  founded  on  principles  of  justice  and 
equality,  and  I  shall  continue  so  to  act.  But, 
Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  bounds  which  every  man 
of  principle  must  observe.  There  are  some  limits 
which  neither  arguments,  difficulties,  nor  dangers, 
can  induce  me  to  exceed.  The  limits  which  I 
have  prescribed  to  myself  in  providing  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  day  are  just  and  indispensable-— 
they  are,  the  Constitution;  the  general  principles 
of  political  expediency;  the  eternal,  immuuble 
principles  of  justice,  equal  justice,  to  all  the  com- 
munity. These  principles  I  must  and  will  adhere 
to  at  all  hazards.  To  me,  sir,  public  wants  can 
afford  no  inducement  to  vote  for  an  act  which 
my  best  judgment  informs  me  transcends  the 
legitimate  powers  of  Congress.  To  me.  State 
necessity  can  be  no  plea  for  resorting  to  wild  and 
visionary  plans,  which,  though  they  may  be 
honestly  intended  to  redeem  the  public  credit,  I 
conscientiously  believe  will  sink  it  deeper  into 
ruin.  Nor,  sir,  will  necessity  ever  induce  me  in 
the  imposition  of  taxes  to  violate  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  justice  and  equality.  With  these  ex- 
ceptions, I  am  willing  to  go  as  far  as  any  other 
member  in  providing  the  proper  means  of  defend* 
ing  the  richts  and  interests  ot  these  United  States. 
In  regard  to  the  bill  now  on  the  table,  I  have 
read  it  with  attention,  bestowing  upon  it  all  the 
consideration  its  importance  demanded.  I  have 
endeavored  to  analyze  its  objects  and  provisions. 
I  have  listened  with  the  most  respectful  attention 
to  everything  which  has  been  said  in  its  favor. 
The  result  is  a  solemn  conviction  that  we  have 
no  Constitutional  right  to  pass  the  bill  in  its  pres- 
ent shape,  and  that  it  will  be  destructive  of  the 
best  interests  of  this  country  to  enact  it.  Will 
you  listen  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  whilst  I  state  as 
concisely  as  I  can  the  reasons  which  have  in- 
duced me  to  form  this  opinion?  In  performing 
this  task,  I  shall  endeavor  to  adhere  strictly  to 
the  bill.  There  are,  indeed,  other  most  import- 
ant matters  intimately  connected  with  it,  which, 
as  parts  of  the  same  general  phin,  wonld  be  pro- 
per objects  of  remark;  but  from  these  I  shall  re- 
frain at  present — I  allude  particularly  to  the  pro- 
posed draught  of  the  militia  to  fill  the  ranks  of 
the  regular  army.  On  this  monstrous  device  I 
shall  make  no  remarks  now.  That  bill  may 
never  be  called  up.  It  is  already  damned  in  pub- 
lic estimation — I  trust  that  it  is  sleeping  the  sleep 
of  death,  and  that  it  will  never  be  raised  to 
affright  and  afflict  us.  Mr.  Speaker,  there  are 
certain  general  principles  which  lie  at  the  bottom 
of  this  subject.  In  a  limited  Government,  such 
as  that  established  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates,  they  may  truly  be  called  funda- 
mental. By  some  they  may  be  considered  as 
familiar  and  true — and  by  others  as  scarcely 
worthy  of  attention  in  these  enlightened  days. 
But  the  great  men  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for 
our  independence  and  civil  institutions,  thought 
differently.  They  supposed  that  they  were  all- 
imporunt.    They  believed  that  it  was  always 


necessarv  to  bear  them  in  mind,  and  advisable 
frequently  to  recur  to  them,  to  keep  this  Gh>vera- 
ment  within  its  proper  sphere,  and  to  defend  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people.  One  of  these 
general  principles  is,  that  the  militia  of  the  sev- 
eral States  belongs  to  the  people  and  Gk>veni- 
ment  of  the  States,  and  not  to  the  Gh>vemmeDC 
of  the  United  States.  I  consider  this,  sir,  as  a 
proposition  too  clear  to  require  illnstratioa,  or  to 
admit  of  doubt.  The  militia  consists  of  the  whole 
people  of  a  State,  or  rather  of  the  whole  male 
population  capable  of  bearing  arms;  ioelodiagali 
of  every  description,  avocation,  or  age.  Exemp- 
tion from  militia  duty  is  a  mere  matter  of  grace. 
Thu  militia.  beii\g  the  very  people,  belongs  to 
the  people  or  to  the  State  govemmeota,  for  their 
use  and  protection.  It  was  theirs  at  the  time  of 
the  Revolution,  tinder  the  old  Confederation,  and 
when  the  present  form  of  government  was  adopt- 
ed. Neither  the  people  nor  their  State  govern- 
ments have  ever  surrendered  this  their  property 
in  the  militia  to  the  (General  CSovemmeDt,  bat 
have  carefully  kept  and  preserved  their  general 
dominion  or  control,  for  their  own  use  protection, 
and  defence.  They  have,  it  is  true,  granted  or  lent 
(if  I  may  use  such  an  expression)  to  Congress  a 
special  concurrent  authority  or  power  over  the 
militia  in  certain  cases;  which  cases  are  parilcu- 
larly  set  down,  guarded,  limited,  and  restricted,  as 
fully  as  the  most  scropnloos  caution,  and  the  use 
of  the  most  apt  and  significant  words  oar  lan- 
guage affords,  could  limit  and  restrict  them.  The 
people  have  granted  to  Congress  a  right  to  call 
forth  the  militia  in  certain  eases  of  necessity  and 
emergency — a  right  to  arm  and  organize  them— 
and  to  prescribe  a  plan,  upon  which  they  shall  be 
disciplined  and  trained.  When  they  are  called 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  (and  they 
cannot  be  called,  unless  upon  the  happeniDg  of 
one  of  the  contingencies  enumerated)  they  are  to 
be  under  the  command  of  the  President.  Hence 
it  follows  that  the  general  power,  authority,  or 
jurisdiction,  remains  in  the  State  governments. 
A  special,  qualified,  limited,  and  concurrent  power 
is  Tested  in  Congress,  to  be  exercised  when  the 
event  happens,  and  in  the  manner  pointed  out, 
prescribed,  and  limited  in  the  Constitution.  And 
hence  it  also  follows,  that  this  delegated  power 
cannot  be  executed  upon  any  other  occasion,  not 
in  any  other  ways  than  those  prescribed  by  the 
Constitution.    There  is  another  general  rule  or 

frinciple  of  construction  to  which  I  most  allude, 
t  is,  that  all  particular,  special,  and  limited  pow- 
ers, taken  from  or  carved  out  of  the  general 
power,  must  be  construed  strictly.  The  general 
power  remains  in  full  force,  unimpaired,  except 
where  it  is  expressly  granted  away,  and  the  con- 
struction must  be  on  the  words  of  the  grant,  and 
not  by  recurring  to  the  doctrine  of  analogy  or 
parity  of  reason.  This  is  a  rule  applicable  to  tXi 
grants  of  power,  public  or  private,  but  it  is  pti^ 
ticularly  to  be  attended  to  in  grants  of  public  lo- 
thority;  and  most  of  all  in  those  solemn  gnats 
denominated  constitutions.  These  grants,  being 
from  the  people  to  their  rulers,  are  always  de- 
liberately framed.    They  are  penned  with  the 
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utmost  accuracy  and  precision  of  language.  All 
powers  intended  to  be  granted,  and  tnose  not  in- 
cluded in  the  terras  made  use  of,  are  withheld. 
This  is  not  a  mere  technical  rule  of  the  school- 
men or  the  forum.  It  is  founded  in  reason,  good 
lense,  and  justice;  and  is  all-iniportant  in  the 
soostruction  of  constitutions.  If  the  words  of 
(och  grants  are  departed  from,  upon  any  pretence, 
n^hat  safety  do  they  afford  1  If  reasoning  by 
inalogy  is  once  permitted,  so  that  cases  not  enu- 
merated, but  supposed  to  stand  upon  a  footing  in 
mint  of  reason  and  expediency,  are,  by  liberal 
:onstruction,  held  to  be  included  in  it,  what  se- 
curity is  there  but  the  di!*cretion  of  those  who  un- 
lertase  to  expound  iti  A  eoostitution  should  be 
considered  as  a  pillar  of  marble,  not  as  a  figure 
>f  wax;  it  must  remain  as  it  comes  from  the 
sand  of  the  artist,  and  not  be  moulded  by  offi- 
cious hands  into  a  more  convenient  shape.  The 
*ole  I  hare  laid  down,  has  been  considered  of 
(ufficient  importance  to  be  engrafted  into  the 
Constitution  itself.  The  tenth  amendment,  in 
irdaining  that  "all  powers  not  delegated  by  the 
I^onstitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
tre  reserved  to  the  States  respectively  and  to  the 
people,**  declares,  in  the  spirit  of  the  rule  I  have 
tated,  that  all  powers  not  crranted  to  the  Con* 
T'ess  by  the  Constitutional  cnarter,  remain  with 
he  people  or  the  State  governments. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  special,  limited,  concurrent 
K)wer  over  the  militia,  is  given  by  the  States  to 
!?ongress  only  in  three  eases — 'Mo  enforce  the 
aws,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasion.^' 

call  it  a  special  concurrent  power^  and  it  is 
ilearly  no  more;  for  the  States,  notwithstanding 
his  {^rant,  retain  the  power  to  call  forth  their 
nilitia  for  the  same  or  any  other  lawful  purpose. 
There  is,  then,  no  grant  of  absolute  power  even 
n  these  cases;  and  the  people  and  the  State  gov* 
Toments  have  not  only  the  right  of  insisting  up- 
Mk  a  strict  observance  of  the  limitation,  but  the 
Eorresponding  right  to  resist  all  encroachments 
ipoQ  what  they  have  reserved  unto  themselves*— 
or,  as  it  is  of  the  very  essence  of  a  limited  gov- 
irnment  to  be  kept  within  its  proper  orbit,  so  it 
8  the  unqnestionaole  right  and  duty  of  the  people 
o  oblige  those  who  administer  it  to  preserve  this 
>oundary,  and  to  resist  and  repel  Illegal  encroach- 
nent<i. 

I  consider  these  principles  to  be  unquestionable. 
Phey  will,  I  should  hope,  receive  the  assent  of 
•very  gentleman  of  this  House.  Be  this  as  it 
nay,  I  flaiter  myself  that  thev  will  stand  the  test 
if  the  severest  scrutiny;  and,  being  established, 
he  only  question  must  be,  whether  the  act  now 
inder  consideration  is  a  proper  execution  of  the 
imited  authority  vested  in  Consress,  to  '*call 
brth  the  militia  to  repel  invasion.'' 

In  examining  this  question,  I  shall  not  follow 
he  example  which  has  been  set  by  some  of  the 
idvocates  for  the  bill;  I  shall  spend  no  time  in 
an  sacking  ancient  and  modem  history  for  prece- 
lents  or  examples  of  governments  asserting  the 
ight  of  making  every  man  a  soldier.  In  my 
)pinion,  it  is  nothing  to  the  purpose  to  examine 
vhat  was  the  law  in  Greece  or  Rome,  or  what 


has  been  the  practice  of  George  III.  or  of  Bona* 
parte — the  question  is  exclusively  an  American 
question.  I  shall  keep  it  in  mind  that  1  am  in 
the  American  Congress,  considering  an  American 
act.  to  be  tested  bv  the  American  Constitutioni 
and  shall  not  trouble  the  House  in  going  over 
matters  so  entirely  useless  and  inapplicable. 

The  bill  before  us  is  curiously  framed.  There 
is  little  or  no  coincidence  between  the  title  and 
the  provisions  of  the  bill;  between  the  pretended 
and  the  real  objects.  But  its  best  friends  can 
discover  only  two  objects  apparent  on  its  face: 
First,  to  call  out  eighty  thousand  militia  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  against  invasion;  or, 
secondly,  to  compel  these  eighty  thousand  militia 
to  furnish  fortv  thousand  regular  soldiers. 

Supposing  these  to  be  the  real  objects,  and  that 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  were  adapted  to  them, 
it  can  be  easily  proved  that  they  are  unauthorized 
by  the  Constitution.    Let  me  ask,  sir,  what  sec- 
tion of  the  Constitution  empowers  Congress  to 
call  forth  the  militia  to  defend  the  frontiers  from 
invasion?    None  can  be  produced— and  it  never 
was  the  intention  of  the  neople  to  grant  such  a 
power.    A  power  to  call  forth  the  militia  to  ^'de- 
tend  the  frontiers  against  invasion,"  would  be  a 
general  power  to  make  use  of  the  militia  durinff 
a  war;  it  would  be  destitute  of  all  substantia 
limitation,  and  might  be  exercised  without  con- 
trol.   Such  a  power,  not  depending  upon  noto- 
rious faoty  would  include  in  it  a  right  to  order 
out  the  militia  for  the  common  purposes  of  war- 
when  and  where,  and  for  as  long  a  time  as  Con- 
gress should  see  fit.    If  Congress  may  call  them 
forth  for  the  general  purpose  of  defence,  who  is 
to  judge— who,  but  itself,  can  judge  of  the  ne- 
cessity and  propriety  of  the  calif    Such  a  power 
would  necessarily  destroy  those  limitations  so 
carefullv  provided,  and  place  the  whole  militia 
of  the  United  Sutes  under  the  control  of  the 
General  Government  for  the  general  purposes  of 
war.    They  might  be  marched  from  the  seaboard 
to  the  northwestern  frontier,  and  there  be  kept 
during  a  war,  doing  duty  as  garrison  soldiers;  or, 
in  other  words,  as  regular  soldiers,  under  the 
pretext  that  they  were  called  forth  to  defend  the 
frontiers.    Indeed,  I  can  see  no  reason  why,  if 
this  construction  be  correct,  they  may  not  be 
marched  to  those  remote  regions  before  the  war 
is  actually  declared;  or  why  they  may  not  be 
kept  there  until  it  ended.    If  the  power  be  that  of 
employing  the  militia  for  the  general  purposes  of 
defence,  where  is  the  necessity  of  waiting  until 
the  war  is  actually  declared  ?    Surely,  a  prudent 
Government  would  not  wait  until  that  event  took 
place,  before  it  provided  the  means  of  defence. 
A  wise  Government,  intending  to  wage  a  war, 
would  be  so  provident  as  at  least  to  place  its 
frontiers  in  a  state  of  defence,  before  it  drew  the 
sword:  and  as  the  duty  of  defending  the  frontiers 
would  exist  as  long  as  the  war.  it  is  manifest,  if 
the  militia  could  be  called  forth  for  this  general 
purpose,  they  might  be  detained  there  as  long  as 
the  occasion  existed ;  or,  in  other  words,  during 
the  war. 
But  no  such  power  is  giTen,  or  waa  intended 
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to  be  ^iren.  The  power  actually  givea  to  Con- 
gress IS  to  call  forth  the  militia  to  repel  iavasioD 
—not  to  defend  the  frontiers  from  invasion.  The 
power  claimed  bf  this  bill  is,  that  wheaeTer 
Congress  think  an  inTasion  probable,  they  may 
call  forth  the  militia  to  guard  against  it. 

The  power  granted  by  the  Constitution  is,  that 
when  an  invasion  takes  place,  Congress  may  call 
forth  the  militia  to  repel  it. 

The  powers  are  not  the  same,  bat  essentiallv 
and  sobstantially  different.  The  one  is  general, 
depending  for  its  just  exercise  on  will  and  dis* 
eretion.  The  other  is  limited,  guarded  by  ex- 
press words,  and  defended  against  perversion,  by 
the  reooirement  of  a  notorious  fact,  of  the  exist* 
ence  ot  which  the  State  ffovernments  are  as  com* 
petent  to  judge  and  decide,  as  the  Qovernment  of 
the  United  States. 

The  power  claimed,  in  its  practical  operation, 
places  toe  militia  of  the  States,  without  limita* 
tion  as  to  number  or  time  of  service,  in  the  power 
of  Congress. 

The  power  granted  only  authorizes  calling 
them  out  on  a  particular  emergency,  which  car- 
ries with  it  its  own  limitation,  botn  as  to  nom- 
hers  and  time  of  service. 

The  power  claimed  subjects  the  militia  to  the 
general  duty  and  service  of  the  war.  It  makes 
them,  in  truth,  regulars,  i hough  they  are  called 
militia ;  for  the  President  may  command  them  to 
perform  every  service  without  restriction,  and  at 
any  place. 

The  power  granted  preserves  theessential  quaU 
ity  of  being  called  out  in  aid  of  a  regular  army, 
upon  the  contemplated  emergency  happening,  and 
of  returuing  to  their  homes  as  soon  as  the  emer- 
gency has  ceased. 

The  power  claimed  subjects  ihe  citizen  to  be 
made  a  soldier  without  his  consent,  for  any  length 
of  time.    For  whether  he  shall  serve  one  year, 
or  two,  or  ten,  or  during  a  war,  is  admitted  to  be* 
only  a  matter  of  sound  discretion. 

The  power  granted  leaves  bin  all  his  righu  as 
a  citizen ;  guards  and  protects  him  in  the  service 
required ;  calls  him  to  arms  to  repel  an  iovader  \ 
and,  as  soooas  be  in  repelled,  returns  the  citizen 
to  bis  family. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  conaider  the  claim  now  for  the 
first  time  set  op  by  the  General  Gkyvernmeat  to 
the  personal  service  of  every  citizen— subjecting 
him  to  be  made  a  soldier,  under  the  pretence  of 
defending  against  invasioby  and  binding  him  to 
military  service  whether  it  happens  or  not,  and 
aft^  the  enemy  is  expelled,  as  entirely  unwar- 
ranted, whether  we  regard  the  words  of  the  Con- 
stitutional grant,  or  the  manifest  intention  of  its 
makers.  The  people  have  never  vested  such  a 
power  in  Congress— they  have  reserved  it  to 
themselves,  or  it  is  deposited,  together  with  the 
general  mass  of  sovereignty,  in  the  State  Govern- 
ments. 

The  noxious  illegal  character  of  this  bill  is  not 
at  ail  taken  away  or  altered  by  the  amendment 
made  in  Committee,  requiring  only  a  service  of 
one  year  instead  of  two.  It  is  true,  that  it  allevi- 
ates iu  harshness :  it  will  be  leas  oppressive.    It 


may  be  nu>re  nalatable,  and,  for  ttet  reason,  it 
may  be  more  dangerous.  When  the  oppressor 
assumes  the  form  of  a  giant,  he  creates  alarm,  and 
will  be  sure  to  meet  with  due  opposition.  When 
oppression  comes  like  a  mighty  flood  to  over- 
whelm the  privileges  of  the  people,  they  wiJJ  not 
fail  to  breast  the  torrent  with  firnuiess  aad  spirit. 
But,  when  he  assumes  a  reasonable  ikape---fli 
common  form ; — when  the  measure  carries  witk 
it  the  imposing  pretence  of  public  wants,  or  pub- 
lic defence;  and,  especially,  when  the  original 
plan  is  softened  and  meliorated  in  its  applicatioB ; 
then  we  are  apt  to  comfort  ourselves  that  it  is  an 
worse,  and  and  finally  to  disregard  the  daagerons 
principle  that  lurks  beneath. 

The  amendment  leaves  the  objectioD  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill  in  full  force.  Congress  have 
It  not  in  their  power  to  call  forth  the  militia  for 
a  year,  a  montn,  or  a  day,  except  to  repel  inva- 
sion, execute  the  laws,  and  suppress  insarrectioa. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  power  now  claimed, 
of  using  the  militia  of  the  several  States,  for  the 
general  purposes  of  war,  noder  pretext  of  defend- 
ing the  frontier  from  invasion,  is  not  only  un« 
founded,  in  the  fair  interpretation  of  the  Consti- 
tution, by  the  words  and  evident  meaning  of  the 
granting  clause,  but  that  it  is  inconsistent  with 
other  parts  of  the  charter ;  that  it  reverses  the 
whole  plan  or  scheme  of  Government ;  destroy- 
ing its  symmetry,  and  removing  some  of  its  most 
important  balances  and  checks. 

One  principal  and  avowed  object  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  was,  to  provide  far  the  public 
defence,  and  to  take  that  duty  from  the  individnsl 
States,  and  impose  it  upon  the  Gkneral  Gtovero- 
ment.  Experience,  during  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, had  taught  how  little  the  State  Ciovem- 
ments  were  to  he  relied  on  lo  perform  this  import- 
ant task.  It  had  been  found  that  aetiair  withoal 
obligatory  union,  oftentimes  under  the  inflaenco 
of  narrow,  interested  politics,  they  were  not  to  be 
trusted  for  steady  efforts,  proportionate  to  relatiTo 
ability,  or  to  the  mterests  which  they  had  nt  slake. 
The  people  had  become  tired  of  aOoverameiitof 
TequisitJons,  which  could  not  be  eaibrecd.  They 
called  for  one,  which,  aetinff  iaamediately  on  the 
population,  would  possess  the  power  of  securing 
due  respect  to  iu  own  Constitmional  demaads: 
Heoce  they  imposed  the  great  duty  of  poUtc  de- 
fence on  the  General  Goverameat,  and  fomished 
it  with  most  ample  means  to  enabje  it  to  perform 
the  service  required.  They  endowed  it,  not  only 
with  the  high  powers  of  making  war  and  peaoei 
but  with  those  also  of  raising  regular  amies,  and 
of  imposing  taxes.  Thns  it  became  invested  with 
the  great  powers  of  the  sword  aad  the  pvrK,  of 
raising  men  aad  money,  without  limitation, as  to 
number  or  sum  ;  having  no  bounds  bat  the  puUie 
wants,  and  the  great  principles  of  civil  liberty. 
Having  thus  provided  and  vested  in  the  Federal 
Government,  all  the  means  requisite  to  the  great 
end  in  view,  the  State  Gtovemmeats  are  absoircd 
from  the  general  duty,  and  are  merely  required 
to  furnish  their  militia  to  aid  in  repelling  an  in- 
vader. It  is  evident,  then,  to  me,  that  the  Con- 
stitution contemplated  a  regular  army  as  the 
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steady  and  proper  means  of  pnblto  defenee  in  ttoio 
of  war ;  (he  nulttia  as  a  temporary  auxiliary  foroe, 
to  be  called  in  aid.  on  emergency  or  sadden  onset. 
Bat  tbe  plan  of  this  bill  reverses  everything.  In« 
stead  of  the  Federal  QoTernment  providing  for  the 
pablic  defence,  by  tbe  meaos  sarrenderc^  to  it ; 
instead  of  raising  armies,  to  defend  the  States,  in 
a  war  declared  by  itself— 4t  calls  on  the  States  to 
defend  the  Union.  The  militia  of  the  particalar 
States  mast  be  called  forth  to  d^end  the  United 
States.  Tbe  militia  is  converted  ioto  tbe  regular 
force,  the  regulars  into  tbe  auxiliary ! 

The  experieoee  of  the  Revelation  and  tbe  pa- 
ternalr  waroings  of  their  illustrious  Chief  had 
further  taught  the  people,  that  militia  were  not 
to  be  relied  on  in  a  war  with  a  foreign  Power  \ 
that  thev  were  a  most  expensive  and  ineffectual 
force ;  that  every  principle  of  sound  policy  for* 
bade  their  being  called  from  their  occupations  and 
business,  to  be  made  soldiers ;  nevertheless,  their 
usefulness  in  aiding  a  regular  army,  on  sudden 
emergency,  had  oftentimes  been  experienced,  and 
was  well  known.  The  plan,  therefore,  was  to  da- 
fend  the  country,  in  4ase  of  foreign  war,  by  regu- 
lars, and  to  add  the  qualified  authority,  to  call 
forth  the  militia,  on  the  enwrgency  contemplated. 
This  was  a  wise  and  safe  coarse,  and  it  is  folly 
and  weakness  in  the  extreme  to  attempt  to  alter  it. 

There  was  also  a  farther  reason  for  leaving  the 
general  aathority  over  the  militia  in  the  Btatn 
governments,  and  denjing  it  to  the  General  Gk>v« 
erameats— that  it  might  be  a  cheek  upon  the 
great  powers  of  war  and  peace,  sword  and  purse, 
thus  snrrendercd  to  the  General  Government. 
The  Federal  Gtovernmeat  is  not  only  a  limited 
Government)  but  it  is  furnished  with  its  balancci 
and  checks.  It  was  framed  upon  the  principle, 
thai  BO  set  of  men  can  be  safely  trusted  with 
power,  without  some  means  left  elsewhere  to 
keep  it  within  proper  bounds^    It  was  this  proud 

grincipie  of  jealousy  of  power,  vherever  it  might 
e  deposited,  that  produced  the  Revolution.  That 
great  event  vras  not  so  much  brought  about  by 
aetaal  oppression,  as  by  the  assertion  of  pdnci^ 
pies  which  were  derogatory  to  the  rights  of  free- 
men. So  thought  the  great  men  who  formed 
nnd  adopted  this  Constitution.  They  were  high- 
minded  republicans  in  deed,  and  not  merely  in  the 
name.  Their  political  creed  was,  that  no  set  of 
men  were  to  be  trusted  with  diicretionary  pow- 
ers. They  knew  that  paper  limitations  were  uso- 
less,  unless  accompanied  by  the  means.  Hence 
ibey  denied  some  powers  to  tbe  Gknetal,  and  some 
to  the  State  Governments.  They  limited  others; 
and  when  they  bestowed  ^neral  powers  on  the 
Federal  head,  the  means  of  a  wholesome  control 
was  left  with  tbe  people  and  the  State  Govera- 
menu.  But  these  salutary  principles  are  now  out 
of  fashion.  They  are  either  unknown,  forgotten, 
or  disregarded.  The  plan  of  the  Republican  Ad- 
ministration has  been  evidently  to  aacnmulate 
power  ia  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, from  the  President  down  to  the  lowest  cd* 
lector,  or  tax  ^therer.  Scarcely  ia  a  bill  reported 
upon  any  subject,  relating  either  to  war  or  reve- 
nue, which  does  not  contain  some  covert  attack 


on  the  unquestionable  righu  of  a  free  people. 
It  is  manifesr  to  me  that  the  Constitution  oon<* 
tains  no  grant  of  the  militia  to  tbe  Federal  Gk>v 
ernment  for  the  |;eneral  purpose  of  even  defensive 
war.  When  thu  instrument  was  before  the  peo- 
ple, such  a  power  as  is  now  contended  for  was 
never  attributed  to  it,  either  by  its  enemies  or  its 
friends.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  great  and 
dangerous  powers  actually  granted  by  it,  such  as 
those  of  making  war  and  peace,  raising  armies, 
and  imposing  taxes,  were  objected  to  by  honest 
and  enlightened  opposers,  the  answer  was  (and  it 
is  a  sound  one  if  the  Constitution  is  executed  in 
its  trtie  sense  and  spirit)  that  there  was  a  sufficient 
security  against  abuses  in  the  habits  of  the  peo- 
ple, their  aversion  from  war,  and  their  spint  of 
liberty  \  but  especiallv  ia  the.Sute  Governments, 
and  their  militia.  And  I  might,  with  perfect 
safety,  hazard  the  assertion,  that  if  the  power,  now 
contended  for,  to  call  forth  the  whole  miliUa  for 
the  general  purposes  of  war,  without  any  regard 
to  the  Constitutional  limiution,  or  to  lime  or 
plane  of  service,  had  been  inserted  in  plain  terms 
in  the  charter,  it  would  have  been  rejected. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  perhaps  it  may  be  demanded 
of  me  whether  the  militia  mav  not  be  called  forth 
until  an  invasion  actually  takes  |4ace.  It  may 
be  asked,  must  the  Government  wait  until  the 
enemy  lauds  upon  our  shores,  before  it  can  resort 
to  this  force  ?  Upon  this  point  I  would  ansWai^ 
that  the  act  of  Congress  passed  in  1795,  to  carry 
into  effect  that  part  of  the  Constitution  now  undtMr 
consideration,  places  this  subject  on  its  proper  foot- 
ing. The  act  authorises  tha  Preaidettt  to  call 
forth  the  militia  in  case  of  invaaion,  or  imminent 
daam  of  invasion.  This,  in  terms,  isaaextenaidn 
of  the  provtsioos  of  the  instrument,  and  it  ear> 
tainly  goes  to  the  very  verge  of  the  Constitutional 
limit ;  l>ut  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  it  is  a  sound 
exposition  of  its  true  intant  and  meaning.  The 
words  of  this  law,  not  to  be  found  in  the  Conati- 
tion,  are  these«— *^  imminent  danger  of  invasion," 
and  they  seem  to  have  been  oarefoUy  selected  for 
their  accuracy  and  precision.    By  imminent  dan- 

Ser  is  meant^mpending,  threatening  dangtf— 
anger  at  hand.  It  does  not  include  danger  only 
expected,  or  probable,  resulting  from  a  general 
state  of  war.  For  instance,  it  is  no  such  emer- 
gency as  is  provided  for  in  the  Constitution,  that 
we  are  engaged  in  a  war  with  a  powerful  nation, 
and  that  there  is  a  moral  certainty  that  she  will 
invade  some  part  of  our  territory.  This  would 
induce  a  provident  Administration  to  have  a  good 
army  in  the  field,  but  does  not  authorize  orderin|^ 
the  militia  into  actual  service.  But,  if  the  Presi- 
dent were  now  in  possession  of  information,  that 
a  large  expedition  had  been  prepared  for  and  was 
on  its  way  to  attack  New  Orleans,  (as  we  have 
reason  to  believe  he  is,)  he  need  not  delay  his  call 
on  the  militia  until  the  enemy  shall  arrive,  but  he 
may  lawfully  call  on  those  of  the  contiguous 
Sutes,  to  meet  and  repel  that  invasion,  when- 
ever the  enemy  shall  make  his  appearance.  So, 
if  a  fleet  shonld  arrive  at  Sand v  Hook,  or  at  the 
Capes  of  the  Delaware;  it  might  require  a  loiy 
time  to  enable  them  to  get  up  and  land  their 
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troops.  Still  the  President  need  not  w»it  until 
they  have  landed  ;  heeanse  these  are  cases  of  in- 
Tasion^  or  of  imminent  danger  of  inrasioo,  within 
the  fair  meaning  of  the  words  of  the  Constitution. 

This  statute  of  1795  asserts  no  power  to  call 
forth  the  militia  for  the  general  purposes  of  war, 
or  to  defend  the  frontiers ;  hut  only  to  repel  in- 
Tasion  actually  made  or  depending.  Tet  this 
statute  was  drawn  with  the  utmost  care,  and  was 
doubtless  intended  to  occupy  all  the  ground  giTen 
to  the  General  QoTernment  by  the  Constitution. 
as  it  was  then  understood.  It  is  entitled  to  the 
utmost  respect  and  weight,  as  a  Legislative  dec- 
laration how  far  this  right  extends,  and  what  are 
its  just  limits. 

ft  is  unnecessary  to  detain  the  House  in  re- 
marking on  the  circumstance  that  the  enemy  are 
in  possession  of  some  part  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  as  that  circumstance  can  afford  no 
mid  to  this  bill,  and  indeed  does  not  seem  to  be 
much  relied  on.  None  of  the  provisions  of  this 
bill  are  adapted  to  that  case.  It  is  not  designed 
to  enable  the  President  to  call  forth  the  militia  to 
expel  them.  The  existing  laws  are  already  folly 
competent  to  this  end.  He  may  call  forth  the 
militia  to  repel  this  invasion.  But  the  object  of 
this  bill  is  to  form  a  militia  armament,  not  to  ex- 
pel those  invaders,  but  to  serve  for  one  year.  The 
enemy  is  left  in  quiet  possession  of  what  he  has 
taken,  and  this  army  is  to  be  raised  to  carry  on 
the  war  as  the  President  shall  direct.  It  may  be 
marched  into  Canada,  leaving  the  invaders  be- 
hind.   But  more  of  this  hereafter. 

As  to  the  second  object  of  this  bill,  which  is  to 
induce  this  corps  of  80,000  militia  to  furnish 
40,000  regulars;  to  be  sure  it  does  not  figure  in 
the  title  of  the  act;  yet  it  has  been  avowed  by 
many  gentlemen  to  be  the  real  object  which  this 
bill  IS  to  attain. 

I  cannot  avoid  remarking,  how  admirably  the 
title  of  this  act  has  been  contrived,  to  give  notice 
of  a  matter  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  bill — 
that  is,  a  plan  to  defend  the  frontiers  against  in- 
Tasion,  and  to  conceal  what  it  does  contain,  an 
illegal  device  to  compel  the  militia  to  furnish  re- 
cruits for  the  regular  army.  But  surely  those 
^ntlemen  who  excused  themselves  in  voting  for 
it^  although  they  acknowledge  that  it  is  no  militia 
bill,  because  it  affords  a  prospect  of  supplying  the 
lanks  of  the  regular  army;  surely  such  gentle- 
men have  not  considered,  that  if  Congress  have 
no  right  to  call  for  the  militia  as  this  bul  does  call 
for  them,  neither  can  it  possess  even  a  pretence 
of  right  to  require  them  to  furnish  regulars,  as  the 
commutation  proposed  for  the  militia  service. 
But  if  there  is  no  right  to  require  the  principal 
duty  there  can  be  none  to  require  the  substitute. 
If  the  obligation  to  serve  in  the  militia,  as  this 
bill  requires,  does  not  exist,  the  alternative  ought 
not  to  exist.  This  need  only  be  stated  to  receive 
the  assent  of  every  just  man  in  the  community. 
Then,.to  demand  by  law  what  we  have  no  right 
to  demand— to  impose  on  the  people  a  but  den 
which  we  have  no  right  to  impose,  and  oblige 
them  to  perform  it,  or  to  provide  a  substitute, 
will  at  once  give  to  the  whole  process  the  char- 


acter of  illegal  compulsion.  To  elasa  the  militia 
for  purposes,  not  within  our  control ;  to  require 
of  them  a  service,  which  they  are  not  bound  to 
perform ;  and  then  to  excuse  them  if  they  will 
furnish  half  the  number  of  regular  soldicn — what 
is  this  but  coercion  ?  what  is  this  but  classiog  the 
militia,  and  draughting  them  to  furnish  reerutu  for 
the  re^lar  army?  It  becomes  eonseription ; 
which  IS  nothing  more  than  obliging  men  lo  serve 
in  the  army,  or  to  furnish  others  to  serve,  without 
their  consent,  and  without  the  authority  of  Coo- 
stiiutional  law.  It  is  conscription  of  the  most  odi- 
ous character.  The  form  and  shape  given  to  it 
are  the  most  offensive  that  could  be  proposed  to 
a  free  people.  It  is  concealed  and  covert — it  b 
injustice  perpetrated  under  the  pretence  and  color 
of  rightful  authority. 

The  friends  of  the  bill  are  then  reduced  to  this 
dilemma.  If  the  bill  is  really  a  militia  bill,  it  is 
unconstitutional,  and  should  be  rejected.  If  it  b 
not  a  militia  bill,  (as  some  of  the  majority  have 
contended,)  but  the  real  object  is  to  obtain  regnlan, 
this  is  still  more  objectionable,  and  should  receive 
no  countenance  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  consider 
the  provisions  of  this  bill.    My  oboervatioos  will 
be  general.    I  shall  not  trouble  the  House  with 
decendin^  to  particulars.    And  I  cannot  refmn 
from  S|jgatn  remarking  on  the  title  of  this  bill^its 
deceptive  form  and  character.    It  allots  to  in- 
form the  reader  that  he  may  within  expect  to  find 
a  plan  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  defend  the 
frontiers  againt  invasion,  and  yet  there  is  not 
a  single  provision  to  be  found  in  the  enacting 
clauses  adapted  to  such  an  object.    The  plan 
which  the  bill  developes  is,  to  class  the  militia, 
under  the  direction  and  authority  of  the  Presi- 
dent.   They  are  then  to  be  draughted.    Those  se> 
lee  ted  are  to  be  organised  into  regiments  and  bri- 
gades, and  are  to  pass  at  once  into  the  United 
States  service.    There  is  no  provision  rq^lating 
the  particular  service  upon  which  they  are  to  be 
employed ;  there  is  nothing  to  confine  the  service 
to  the  Constitutional  emergencies,  to  repel  inva- 
sions, to  execute  the  laws,  or  to  suppress  insur- 
rections.   But  the  men  are  pot  under  martial  law 
and  must  serve  as  they  shall  be  ordered.    The 
bill  pursues  no  plan  of  a  militia  law  heretofore 
passed.    It  has  not  a  militia  feature  in  it ;  but  on 
the  contrary  prostrates  at  once  all  their  rights  and 
privileges.    It  may,  sir,  be  laid  down  as  a  general 
proposition,  that  a  bill  professiag  to  be  a  militia 
bill,  but  which  disregaros  and  destroys  all  the  es- 
sential qualities  of  the  militia  armament,  which 
deprives  the  militiaman  of  inherent  fundameoul 
rights,  rights  always  acknowledged  and  possessed,, 
cannot  be  consistent  with  the  Constitutional  pow- 
ers of  this  Government.    The  rights  of  the  mili- 
tia were  long  known  and  universally  acquiesced 
in,  before  this  Government  acquired  iu  qualified 
jurisdiction  over  them.    They  claimed  and  exci^ 
cised  these  righuduring  the  war  of  the  Revoloiioa,. 
and  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Consiim* 
tion.    Congress  received  the  powers  it  possesses 
subject  to  these  privil^es. .  They  are  founded  ia 
justice^  and  in  the  intrinsic  nature  of  a  force  cooit"^ 
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posed  of  the  whole  body  of  the  people.  They 
ire  supported  b^  prescription  or  coostant  os«ge. 
IVbeo  1  speak  of  militia  riffhts.  I  meao  these :  toae 
sailed  oat  for  short  periods  oJT  emergency ;  to  be 
taken  from  places  contiguous,  and  not  to  be  com- 
pelled to  serve  elsewhere ;  to  serve  only  in  just 
-otation  with  others.  An  act  which  Tiolates  all 
hese  principles  may  be  safely  called  no  militia 
aw,  but  an  unconsiitutional  requisition. 

When  the  bill  came  from  the  Senate,  the  term 
if  service  required  by  it  was  two  years.  We  hare 
educed  it  to  one.  The  principle  however  is  not 
: banged.  The  obligation  to  serve  is  absolute,  per- 
(inptory^  unconditional.  There  is  no  one  provi- 
ioD  limitio|^  the  service  by  any  contingency.  If 
he  enemy,  in  one  month  after  this  force  shall  be 
organized,  should  be  driven  to  the  walls  of  ttue- 
3ec,  or  besieged  in  Halifax,  still  the  militiaman 
oust  be  a  Soulier.  What  section  of  the  Consti- 
utioo,  let  me  ask,  authorizes  this  ?  What  letter 
if  that  instrument  enables  Congress  to  fix  any 
ibsolute  time  of  service  ?  The  legal  call  is  to  re* 
>el  invasion.  It  carries  with  it  its  own  limitation. 
Phe  obligation  to  serve  lasts  so  long,  and  no  longer, 
IS  the  particular  invasion  for  which  the  ser- 
rice  is  required  exists.  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that 
he  act  of  1795.  before  alluded  to,  contains  no  pro- 
rision  ascertaining  how  long  the  militia  called 
brth  to  serve  in  the  cases  stated  in  the  Constitu* 
ioQ,  shall  serve ;  it  leaves  it  in  this  respect  as  it 
)Ught  to  J)e  left,  to  the  intrinsic  limitation  of  the 
rranting  clause.  But  it  ordains  that  they  shall 
lot  be  required  to  serve  more  than  three  months 
n  any  one  year ;  thereby  guarding  and  protecting 
his  essential  quality  ot  militia  service.  This  is 
I  correct  exposition  of  the  limited  Constitutional 
^rant.  The  words  of  that  charter  carried  with 
hem  the  intended  limitation,  and  therefore  it 
vas  unnecessary  to  insert  another.  But  as  it 
night  so  happen,  that  invasion,  or  one  of  the  other 
exigencies,  might  endure  longer  than  a  militia- 
nan  ought  to  be  compelled  to  serve,  care  was 
aken  that  they  should  not  on  any  pretence  be 
'equired  to  serve  for  more  than  three  months  out 
>f  twelve. 

There  appears  to  me  to  exist  no  right  to  fix  the 
ime  of  service  but  for  the  purpose  of  establishing 
t  day  beyond  which  they  shall  not  be  required 

0  serve.  The  period  of  service  which  the  Qov- 
»rnment  may  rightfully  demand,  is  quite  another 
.hing,  and  depends  entirely  on  the  exigency  out 
)f  which  the  right  to  call  them  forth  may  arise. 
If  the  call  is  to  enforce  the  laws,  the  right  of 
service  ceases  when  the  empire  of  the  laws  are 
'estored.  If  to  suppress  insurrections;  when  the 
insurgents  are  quelled.  If  to  repel  invasions; 
when  the  invader  b  driven  back.  If  prudence — 
f  reasons  of  State,  or  alleged  necessitv,  require 

1  long  period  of  service,  recourse  must  be  had  to 
he  State  Legislature.  The  State  governments 
ire  absolute,  except  where  they  are  controlled  by 
;beir  own  conatitotions.  They  mav  safely  be 
rusted^they  would  co-operate  with  the  Qeneral 
Gk>vernment  in  all  necessary  measures  of  defence 
IS  long  as  that  Gk>vernment  respected  their  rights, 
ind  performed  its  relative  duties. 


The  next  charaeleristie  privilege  of  the  mill* 
tia  is  to  be  taken  from  a  State  contlgooas  to  that 
where  service  is  required;  and  how  is  this  to  be 
secured  ?  There  is  but  one  method  of  effecting 
it — adhere  to  the  Constitution;  construe  it  ac« 
cording  to  its  words  and  plain  intent;  confine 
the  power  of  Congress  to  call  forth  the  militia  to 
the  enumerated  cases;  do  this,  and  this  impor* 
tant  privilege  is  secured.  These  are  all  the  caaea 
of  emergency.  If  the  militia  cannot  be  called 
forth  until  the  emergepcy  exists,  then  they  must 
necessarily  be  taken  from  the  contiaaous  neigh- 
borhoods or  States.  But,  as  I  have  before  stated| 
this  bill  contains  no  provision  that  the  militia 
shall  not  be  called  into  actual  service  until  the 
exigencies  occur;  nor  that  they  shall  be  called 
from  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  neighboring  States; 
but  they  are  left  in  these  important  respects  alto- 
gether m  the  power  of  the  President.  The  rtilea 
of  martial  law  will  oblige  them  to  obey.  They 
may  be  marched  from  M^ine  to  Louisiana* 
There  is  no  limitation  in  regard  to  the  place 
where  the  service  is  to  be  performed.  In  the  bill, 
as  it  came  to  us^  there  was  a  section  restraining 
the  ri|;ht  of  service  to  the  State  from  whence  the 
militia  came,  or  to  the  next  adjoining;  but  this 
we  have  stricken  out,  therebjr  declaring  our  opin- 
ions to  be  that  the  power  is  unlimited  in  this 
particular,  and  Ihey  may  rightfully  be  sent  any- 
where. As  the  bill  now  stands,  under  the  spe- 
cious pretext  of  defending  the  frontiers,  the  mili- 
tia of  New  Jersey  may  be  marched  to  Detroit  or 
to  Maine ;  acting  on  the  favorite  maxim  of  the 
Administration,  that  the  United  States  must  be 
defended  in  Canada,  that  the  invasion  of  that 
country  is  a  measure  purely  defensive,  these 
troops  may  be  ordered  to  Quebec  or  Montreal. 
And  if  they  refuse  to  pass  the  frontiers  they  are 
called  forth  to  defend,  they  may  be  shot  as  muti- 
neers. It  is  nothing  to  the  purpose  to  say,  that 
the  President  will  exercise  a  sound  discretion, 
and  will  not  order  these  men  to  serve  at  a  great 
distance  from  their  homes.  If  the  Constitution 
has  not  subjected  the  militia  to  the  discretion  of 
the  President,  we  have  no  right  to  do  so  by  law. 
What  a  freeman  may  claim  as  an  undoubted 
right,  he  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  receive  aa 
a  lavor. 

This  bill  also  destroys  the  great  principle  of 
rotation,  by  which  1  mean  the  important  privi- 
\t^  of  every  freeman,  not  to  be  subject  to  mili- 
tary service,  but  in  a  just  proportion  of  time 
with  qther  freemen  of  bis  vicinage.  This  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  a  most  important  privile^. 
The  militia  consists  of  all  the  people — the  entire 
male  population.  They  have  their  rights,  not 
only  as  between  them  and  the  Government,  but 
as  between  each  man  and  the  residue.  All  can- 
not be  called  forth  at  a  time,  or  the  country  would 
become  a  desert.  Hence  the  right  of  each  man 
is^  that  he  shall  only  be  called  into  actual  ser- 
vice in  just  rotation  with  all  others.  To  declare 
by  law  that  one  class  shall  absolutely  serve  for 
one,  two,  or  ten  years,  is  entirely  unjust  and  ille- 
gal. Substantially,  it  make^  them  r^ular  sol- 
diers.   Suppose  the  war  should  terminate  with 
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the  year,  tben  one  cIsm  will  have  Iwrne  the 
whole  burden.    No  mieb  injostiee  takes  place  if 
we  use  them  as  militia  ought  to  be  used .    ir  we 
require  their  serviees  according  to  the  intrinsic 
snture  of  the  force,  and  as  the  rules  of  justice 
require,  all  will  be  right.  Thef  should  be  ordered 
out  for  short  periods,  and  be  often  relieved  during 
a  campaign,  so  that  no  one  class  should  be  com^ 
petled  to  serTe  for  a  longer  time  than  its  equal 
tour  of  duty  may  demand.    Let  it  not  be  urged 
that  so  short  a  serTice  will  present  their  improTe- 
ment  in  the  military  art.    The  error  is,  in  requi- 
ring of  the  militia  a  service  to  which  they  are 
incompetent,  and  for  which  they  were  never 
designed.    The  militia  were  not  intended,  and 
should  never  be  relied  on  to  fight  pitched  battles 
with  a  disciplined  foe.    They  are  only  ealeulated 
to  serve  as  an  irregular  auxiliary  force,  to  harass 
and  distress  the  enemy  upon  a  sudden  onset. 
The  sooner  they  are  brought  into  action  after 
they  leave  their  homes  the  better.    Tbev  must 
have  brave  men  to  command  them,  and  oe  em- 
]^oyed  in  the  service  suited  to  their  nature  and 
genius.    In  a  service  adapted  to  ifaem  they  will 
render  essential  aid.    Thus  employed,  they  dare 
to  follow  wherever  their  officers  dare  to  le«d.   In 
a  camp  they  will  learn  little  that  is  good ;  there 
perhaps  you  may  discipline  select  corps  composed 
of  the  flower  of  your  yonth,  but  the  militia  en 
matte  will  learn  little  else  than  bad  habits,  and 
to  become  disgusted  with  your  service.    Let  us 
then  abandon  the  vain  expectation  of  compelling 
the  militia  to  do  the  duty  and  supply  the  place  of 
veculars.    Let  us  respect  their  righis,  and  they 
will  be  more  usefbl.    If  we  trample  their  privi- 
leges under  foot,  they  will  be  less  dangerous  to 
the  enemy  than  to  their  oppressors. 

It  is  most  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  the  act  of 
1796,  all  these  esaentiai  characteristics  of  the 
militia  force  are  carefully  preserved.  That  act 
provides  that  they  shall  be  called  from  the  parts 
most  contiguous  to  the  place  of  danger.  That 
they  i^ail  not  serve  more  than  three  months  in 
any  one  year,  and  each  man  only  in  due  rotation 
with  every  other  aUe-bodied  man  of  the  battalion 
to  whieh  he  belongs.  This  act  is  entitled,  a«  I 
before  remarked,  to  the  most  profound  respect,  as 
a  correct  exposition  of  the  Constitutional  powers 
of  the  Federal  Qovemment  over  the  militia  of 
the  States,  not  only  because  it  was  enacted  while 
WASHiMGTOir  was  President  and  Hamilton  his 
Counsellor,  but  from  other  circumstances.  It  is 
a  revised  law,  a  former  act,  passed  in  1792,  had 
been  found  defective.  It  was  enacted  at  a  time 
when  the  Government  would  naturally  be  dis- 
posed to  execute  all  the  authority  vested  in  it ; 
directly  after  the  formidable  insurrection  in  the 
western  counties  of  Pennsylvania  was  crushed, 
and  when  a  foreign  war  had  been  recently  ex- 
pected. It  is  a  precedent  well  worthy  to  be  fol- 
lowed, but  of  late  years  its  principles  have  been 
disregarded.  The  time  of  serviee  has  been  dou- 
bled by  acts  already  passed.  Now  we  are  to 
quadruple  iL  We  have  rejected  or  disregarded 
its  other  wholesome  provisions  and  restraints; 
and  boldly  demand  an  entire  authority  and  eon- 


trol  over  the  male  population  of  the  country. 
But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  apparent  to  me  that  thrt 
bill  not  only  destroys  tbecnaraeteristic  principles 
of  the  militia  force,  but  that  it  prostrates  at 
once  the  important  personal  rights  of  our  citi- 
zens, and  also  of  our  State  governments. 

This  bill  will  deprive  all  the  citizens  who  shall 
fall  under  the  drsnghts  of  their  dearest  personal 
rights.  Ton  force  them  against  their  will  to  be 
soldiers  for  a  whole  year.  Yon  drag  them  from 
their  wives,  their  children,  their  oeeapations. 
their  professions  and  trades.  Tou  consign  them 
to  the  camp,  and  to  the  hardships  and  toik  of  a 
common  soldier.  You  ruin  them.  Take  the 
farmer  from  his  ploiijg;h  ;  the  tradesman  from  his 
shop ;  the  laborer  from  his  employment,  and 
what  but  ruin  can  await  men  of  moderate  means 
and  lar^  families,  depending  upon  daily  industry 
for  mamtenance  and  support  ?  When  they  re- 
turn, at  the  close  of  the  year,  tbey  will  find  their 
farms  unproductive  and  in  ruins ;  their  custom- 
ers gone ;  their  business  passed  away  into  other 
hands,  and  their  fiimilies  in  want.  What  will 
become  of  men,  with  small  means,  dependent 
upon  daily  and  steady  exertions?  What  will 
become  of  tenanu  who  cultivate  the  lands  of 
other  men  ?  Of  the  mechanics  or  laborers  on 
whom  this  lot  may  fall  ?  They  will,  I  repeat  it, 
be  ruined.  Besides,  while  we  thus  injure  and 
destroy  their  fhmilies,  we  at  the  same  time  make 
slaves  of  them.  We  deprive  them  fo»a  year  of 
the  inestimabh^  ri^ht  of  civil  liberty ;  we  place 
them  under  martial  law ;  expose  then  to  mili- 
tary tribunal^^m  ignominious  punishment— per- 
hape  to  death  itself,  for  asaertiiijg  what  they  be- 
lieve to  be  their  inalienable  right.  You  make 
them  slaves  to  their  officers,  many  of  whom  will 
be  their  inferiors  in  worth  and  staadiii|^  in  soci- 
ety ;  perhaps  to  beardlcas  boya^  who^  having'  never 
beisa  taught  themselves  to  obey,  are  sore  to  be 
insolent  and  overbearing  in  command. 

Such  will  he  the  inevitable  fate  of  your  mili- 
tia soldiers,  if  they  are  to  perform  this  cruel 
service. 

And  why  are  thev  thus  to  be  imposed  upon  1 
Will  it  be  answered  that  it  is  to  save  the  coun- 
try ?  There  is  no  necessity  to  save  the  country 
by  such  means.  The  people  do  not  require  us — 
they  will  not  permit  as  thus  to  save  them.  What 
eottsohttion  will  it  he  to  them  to  be  saved  at  such 
a  price?  If  this  war  continues,  as  it  probably 
will,  another  year,  one  hundred  thousand  more 
mutt  be  provided.  The  whole  country  may  be 
impoverisned  and  ruined.  We  ought  to  remem- 
ber that  we  are  legislating  for  American  free- 
men. We  may  assure  ooraelves,  that  our  coun- 
trymen possess  this  honorable  trait  of  character, 
that,  while  they  will  be  ever  ready  to  submit  to 
us  if  we  are  in  the  right,  they  will  be  equally  oa 
the  alert  to  resist  if  we  are  in  the  wrong. 

This  bill  also  attacks  the  right  and  sovereignly 

of  the  State  governments.    Congress  is  aboei  to 

usurp  their  undoubted  rights— to  uke  from  them 

their  militia.    By  this  bill  we  proclaim  that  we 

I  will  have  their  men ;  as  many  as  we  please ; 

I  when  and  where,  aad  for  aolong  a  timeasweaee 
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fit,  aod  for  soy  service  we  see  proper.  Do  gen- 
tiemeo  of  tbe  majoritf  seriously  bdicTe  that  the 
people  aod  the  State  govero meats  will  sobmit  to 
this  claim?  Do  they  believe  that  all  the  States 
of  this  (JnioQ  will  submit  to  this  asorpation  ? 
Have  you  attended  to  the  solemn  and  almost 
nnanimoiis  declaration  and  protestation  of  the 
Legislature  of  Coonecticut?  Have  you  exam** 
ined  the  cloud  arising  in  the  East?    Do  yon  yet 

Sirceive  that  it  is  black,  alarming,  portentous? 
0  you  wish  to  put  a  match  to  it,  and  to  plunge 
the  couatry  into  discord  and  civil  war?  and 
when  the  enemy  is  at  hand  ?  No,  you  do  not-** 
you  cannot  mean  to  bring  about  such  ills ;  you 
must  see  the  necessity  of  union  at  such  a  tHne 
at  this. 

I  speak  not  in  the  lan^rnage  of  menace.    But 
let  me  entreat  you  to  desist  from  this  course  of 
measures.    Give  up,  I  entreat  you,  all  the  harsh 
features  of  this  bill.    Indeed  you  want  no  new 
act.    The  existing  laws  are  sufficient  for  all  fair 
purposes.    GUve  up  also,  I  conjure  you,  by  the 
best  interests  of  our  common  eoootry— give  up 
all  the  other  acts  you  contemplate  for  raising 
armies  by  compulsion.    Rely  upon  it,  the  people 
will  not  support  you  in  such  measures.    Let  me 
again  aak  you,  as  practical  men.  do  jqm  serionnly 
believe  that  every  State  of  this  Union  will  sub* 
mit  to  this  coasnulsory  system  ?    Snppose  that 
New  Bogland  refuses,  to  what  a  condition  do  jrou 
reduce  the  Middle  and  Southern  States,  which 
ma^  be  disposed  to  submit !    You  will  either 
invite  them  by  their  interests  and  feelings  to  join 
in  the  opposition,  or  you  expose  them  to  burdens 
to  which  the  others  suceessfully  object.    Thus 
they  will  be  punished  for  their  loyalty  and  devo^ 
tioo.    Be  reassured  bv  me  that  these  measures 
are  not  required  to  defend  the  country.    You 
hftve  no  right  to  defend  the  country  by  such 
means.    Such  a  defence  will  leave  it  not  worth 
defendii^    It  ie  not  for  me  to  offer  any  advice  to 
this  majority  \  but  listen  to  me  for  a  moment 
longer;  hearken  to  my  earnest  entreaty;  that 
vou  defend  the  country  by  Constitutionai  means ; 
by  such  means  as  the  people  have  been  accus- 
tomed to,  and  which  will  command  public  cou'* 
fidence  and  approbation ;  give  up,  I  again  pray 
you,  these  cruel  plans  of  compulsory  service.  Be 
warned,  in  season,  that  if  yon  do  not,  you  will 
convulse  this  Union  to  its  very  centre.   Disguise 
them  as  you  may,  the  people  will  discover  the 
entering  wedge  of  conscription.    Let  your  de- 
fensive efforts  be  on  our  own  soil ;  a  few  well 
disciplined  regimenu  properly  posted  and  com* 
manded,  aided  by  the  militia,  will  perform  won- 
ders.   Remember  that  recently  less  than  fifteen 
hundred  men  have  foiled  and  driven  back  with 
disgrace  the  best  appointed  and  most  numerous 
Army  that  Britain  has   ever  had  in  Canada. 
Raise  armies  by  voluntary  enlistment  only.    Be 
under  no  apprehension  of  milure.  Smploy  trusty 
officers  in  the  recruiting  service ;  furnish  them 
with  money,  and  keep  them  constantly  supplied. 
The  efforts  you  hold  out  are  abundantly  suffi- 
cient to  command  men;  if  they  are  not,  increase 
them.    Srncourage  volunteer  corps  i  nrrange  your 


militia  under  existing  laws ;  arm  them  ;  but  call 
them  not  from  theirnomes  until  they  are  wanted. 
Respect  their  rights  and  interests;  cultivate  their 
grood  will  by  attending  to  their  comfort  and 
wants;  leave  them  to  their  own  commanders; 
interfere  not  with  the  State  governments  respect- 
ing their  militia,  but  enconrage  them  to  make 
exertions  for  the  common  defence.  Pass  an  act 
guaranteeing  the  pav  of  the  militia  which  may 
be  advanced  by  the  States.  Pursue  a  Constitu- 
tional and  conciliatory  course,  and  you  may  safe- 
ly rely  upon  the  strength,  valor,  and  patriotism  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  SBBrrsT,  of  Virginia,  next  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  beg  the  attention  of  the  House, 
while  I  submit  a  few  observations  on  the  subject 
under  consideration.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
investigate  the  details  of  the  bill  before  you  mt« 
nutely,  but  to  confine  my  remarks  to  some  gen- 
eral principles,  which  have  been  brought  into  dis- 
cussion. With  the  honorable  member  from  New 
Jersey,  (Mr.  Stockton,)  I  am  conscious  of  the  aw- 
ful crisis  at  which  the  affiiirsof  this  country  have 
arrived ;  with  him,  I  admit  that  ruin  is  staring 
us -in  the  face  on  every  side;  with  htm,  too,  I  fed 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  contribute  my  efforts  to  res^ 
cue  this  devoted  nation  fVom  the  impending  ca- 
lamities. Considering  the  revival  of  public  credit, 
at  present  prostrate  in  the  dust,  and  the  secur* 
tty  of  the  country  from  foreign  danger  of  vital 
interest  to  us  all,  I  shall  most  cordially  co-ope- 
rate in  such  measures  as  may  be  calculated  to  ef- 
fectthese  great  ends.  I  shall  pursue  this  course, 
though  I  did  not  participate  in  the  cooneifs 
whose  temerity  and  folly  have  preeipitatod  nt 
from  the  highest  elevation  of  national  prosperity, 
to  the  lowest  abyss  of  suffering.  But,  with  a  sin- 
cere determination  to  go  every  reasonable  length 
in  the  course  thus  marked  out,  I  shall  not  con- 
sider myself  bound  to  accord  in  every  measure 
that  may  be  proposed  under  the  name  of  a  rem- 
edy for  existing  evils.  To  obtain  my  approba- 
tion, there  must  be,  according  to  my  judgment,  a 
natural  connexion  between  the  means  and  the 
end.  The  means^  too,  most  be  of  a  character 
suited  to  the  spirit  of  free  institutions,  that  the 
great  principles  of  civil  liberty,  on  which  this 
Government  is  erected,  shall  not  be  violated. 

Formidable  and  alarming  as  the  dangers  may 
be  which  threaten  us  from  abroad,  I  shall  not  for- 
get that  the  cotfntry  has  other  interests  at  stake, 
of  equal  consideration  with  its  independence,  and 
as  necessary  to  be  preserved ;  that  public  liberty 
merits  a  Aill  portion  of  our  solicitude.  It  will  be 
a  paltry  object  to  remain  independent,  unless  we 
also  remain  free.  Shall  the  shackles  of  domestic 
slavery  be  the  only  reward  of  this  people  for  their 
toils  and  sufferings,  in  expelling  from  their  soil 
a  powerful  enemy?  For  myself,  sir,  holding  the 
OfMnion  ence  entertained'  by  some  of  the  leading 
men  now  in  power  to  be  indubitably  eorrect***- 
that  the  liberties  of  a  ft«e  people  are  most  in  dan- 
ger at  home,  in  time  of  foreign  peril— I  shaU 
deem  it  my  duty  to  look  with  a  vigilant  and  jen- 
lous  eye  on  the  publk  men«ar«a.    U  will  be  an 
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object  of  the  first  importance  with  me,  that,  when 
the  Talor  and  patriotism  of  the  people  shall  have 
successfully  resisted  their  external  enemy,  there 
may  be  left  something  worthy  of  their  exertions; 
that  there  shall  remain  to  them  a  country  worth 
preserving. 

The  present  period  has  given  birth  to  doctrines 
more  alarming  than  all  the  other  dang[ers  which 
surround  us.  On  the  part  of  those  in  power, 
claims  have  been  set  up,  tending  to  subject  the 
life  and  liberty  of  every  member  of  the  commu- 
nity to  their  arbitrary  and  unlimited  control. 
Should  they  succeed  in  enforcing  these  claims  by 
practical  measures,  the  great  principles  of  this 
Government  must  necessarily  be  subverted.  Its 
character  will  no  longer  be  free,  or  its  powers 
limited.  By  one  effort,  they  will  alike  prostrate 
the  authority  of  the  States  and  the  liberties  of  the 
people. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  the  official  author  of 
these  hiffh-toned  pretensions,  recommends  that 
we  should  raise  a  regular  force  of  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  to  be  employed  in  offensive  opera- 
tions in  Canada.  To  obtain  and  keep  up  that 
number,  he  proposes,  substantially,  that  the  peo- 
ple shall  be  coerced  into  the  ranks  of  the  Army, 
if  they  will  not,  or  cannot,  procure  the  requisite 
number  of  recruits  by  contracts  Aware  that  such 
a  proposal  would  raise  the  indignant  feelings  of 
freemen,  and  that  the  power  of  this  Government 
to  adopt  a  measure  so  violent,  would  be  seriously 
questioned,  he  submits  to  us  a  course  of  reasoning, 
which  with  him,  and.  from  what  we  have  heard 
on  this  floor,  with  others,  seems  to  be  conclusive. 
He  informs  us  that  "  Congress  have  a  right,  by 
the  Constitution,  to  raise  regular  armies,  and  no 
restraint  is  imposed  on  the  exercise  of  ii" — that 
'*an  unqualified  graot  of  power  gives  the  means 
to  carry  it  into  effect."  This,  he  says,  "  is  a  uni- 
versal maxim,  which  admits  of  no  exception." 
Hence,  the  honorable  Secretary  infers,  that  you 
have  the  power  to  drag  the  citizen  from  the  land 
of  his  birth,  to  be  slaughtered  on  the  plains  of 
Canada.  To  force  the  lather,  the  only  support  of 
a  destitute  family,  and  the  son,  the  comfort  of  his 
aged  parents,  to  undereo  the  miseries  of  a  camp 
in  a  foreign  country.  I  meet  this  bold  pretension 
as  I  would  every  attempt  at  usurpation.  I  deny 
the  right  to  convert  a  nation  of  freemen  into 
slaves,  under  any  pretence  whatever.  I  take  upon 
•myself  to  assert,  that  no  such  power  can  be  exer- 
cised by  this  Qovernment,  or  by  any  other  which 
maintains  any  respect  for  the  liberties  of  its 
people. 

That  the  authority  of  this  Qovernment  in  the 
execution  of  its  power  (where  not  expressly  re- 
stricted) is  sovereign,  I  am  not  disposed  to  con- 
trovert; but  that  it  is  despotic,  I  can  never  admit. 
Svery  free  Qovernment  possesses  sovereign  pow- 
er over  the  means  necessary  to  the  attainment  of 
its  legitimate  objects.  But,  in  the  selection  of 
those  means,  the  security  of  life,  liberty,  and  prop- 
erty, cannot  be  disregarded ;  because  that  secu- 
rity forms  the  great  end  for  which  all  power  was 
?;ranted.  This  great  principle  can  never  be  in- 
ringed,  or  the  people  are  not  free.    Hence,  the 


opinion  of  some  of  the  wisest  and  -beet  oaen  tbaa 
ever  lived,  that  laws  violating  thu  seeority ,  where 
the  Government  is  not  absolately  despotic,  are 
void. 

The  objects  for  which  the  Goreramcnt  was 
instituted  are  not  left  to  conjectare.    The  men 
who  framed  and  those  who  adopted  the  preaenc 
Constitution  thought  it  necessary  to  tiaasmit,  to 
those  who  should  live  after  them,  the  most  con- 
clusive evidence  of  the  views  with  which  they 
entered   into  this  new  political  compact.   Not 
content  that  they  should  be  inferred  from  the 
limitations  and  restrictions  of  the  powers  grant^, 
thejr  declared  them  in  terms  thus  express  and  aa- 
equivocal :  ^  To  form  a  more  perfect  onion,  e»- 
'  tablish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquillity,  pro- 
<  vide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the  gen- 
'  eral  welfare,  and  secure  to  themselves  and  to 
*  their  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty."     These 
were  the  ends  for  the  accomplishment  of  which 
all  the  powers  vested  by  the  Constitution,  in 
the  United  States,  were  granted;  and  now  it 
is  asserted  that  the  powers  so  granted  may  be 
executed  in  a  manner  wholly  regardless  of  the 
ends  in  view — that,  to  "  raise  armies,"  the  Gov- 
ernment  have  the  right  to  adopt  nacssares  by 
which  the  people  and  their  posterity  shall  be  de- 
prived of  the  "  blessings  of  liberty." 

Sir,  I  have  said  that,  if  the  principles  assumed 
should  receive  countenance  in  this  country,  not 
only  the  liberties  of  the  people,  but  the  authority 
of  the  States,  would  be  alike  annihilated.  There 
is  no  act  of  tyranny  which  may  not  be  perpe- 
trated with  as  much  plausibility  as  the  measure 
demanded  by  the  Administration  at  our  hands. 
It  has  already  been  ably  shown  by  a  member  from 
New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Wbbstbb,)  that  the  same 
construction  that  authorizes  you  to  drag  the  citizen 
by  force  into  the  ranks  of  your  Army,  will  warrant 
you  toenter  into  his  dwelling  and  force  from  him 
his  money.  The  analogy  is  anqnestiooably  cor- 
rect. The  power  to  "  borrow  money"  is  as  un- 
restrained as  the  power  lo  "  raise  and  support 
armies."  Under  the  latter  power  you  claim  ar- 
bitrary dominion  over  the  "  life  and  liberty"  of 
the  citizen,  because  it  contains  no  express  restric- 
tion. Why,  I  ask.  not  over  his  money,  when  the 
power  **  to  borrow"  it  is  equally  unrestrained  1  Is 
there  any  distinction  in  the  nature  and  reason  of 
the  subject,  that  would  make  his  money  sacred, 
while  his  person  is  at  your  mercy  ?  Will  it  be 
said  that  the  poor  man  may  be  coerced  in  the 
field  to  meet  misery  and  death,  leaving  n  helpless 
family  without  support,  and  that  his  wealthier 
neighbor's  money  is  not  equally  subject  to  your 
power  ?  This  cannot  be  asserted  with  the  least 
shadow  of  reason.  If  there  is  power  to  com- 
pel  the  one  to  render  his  person,  there  is  power  to 
compel  the  other  to  render  his  money  to  your 
service. 

The  analogy  becomes  still  stron^r  as  the  sub- 
ject is  pursued.  To  justify  the  claim  set  up  over 
the  persons  of  the  people,  the  Secretary  of  FTar 
tells  us,  that  '*  the  conservation  of  the  Slate  is  a 
duty  paramount  to  all  others;"  that,  therefore, 
^^  the  Commonwealth  has  a  right  to  all  the  service 
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of  its  citizens.''  Does  *^  the  eonseryttioD  of  tbe 
State**  depend  alone  on  '^  the  serytee"  of  its  eiti- 
Eens  ?  Is  money,  justly  termed  the  sinews  of  war, 
Qot  equally  necessary  to  render  that  '*  seryice" 
t>eneficial  ?  Are  the  " citizens'*  to  be  coerced  into 
cbe  field  to  perish  for  want  of  subsistence,  or  to 
all  before  tne  enemy  for  want  of  the  necessary 
neans  of  defence?  If  ''the  eonseryation  of  the 
State"  will  warrant  you  to  coerce  '*  the  service  of 
he  citizens,"  when  ^oo  are  destitute  of  men,  and 
»nnot  get  the  requisite  number  in  any  other  way, 
t  will  surely  warrant  jon  to  coerce  their  money, 
vhen  the  same  necessity  exists,  as  indispensable 
o  the  attainment  of  the  same  end. 

We  are  further  informed,  from  the  same  qoar- 
er,  that  '^it  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that 
ISoogress  could  not  carry  this  power  (to  raise  and 
iupport  armies)  into  effect  otherwise  than  by  ac- 
cepting the  yoluniarysery  ice  of  indiyidoab."  ''It 
night  happen  that  an  army  could  not  be  raised 
n  that  mode,  whence  the  power  would  have  been 
granted  in  yain."  The  position  here  assumed,  is. 
hat  all  the  means  that  will  giye  effect  to  any  of 
he  delegated  powers,  of  whatever  character,  are 
yithin  the  control  of  Congress,  if,  without  the 
neans  proposed  to  be  employed,  the  power  could 
lot  be  executed  at  the  time,  to  the  extent  required 
»y  public  exigencies,  "  real  or  pretended."  Hence 
t  clearly  follows,  that,  whenever  money  cannot 
»e  obtained  by  voluntary  loans,  when  the  Qov- 
rnment  is  hard  pressed,  the  power  "to  borrow 
Qoney"  may  be  executed  bv  compelling  individ- 
lals  to  loan;  otherwise,  ^tde  power  would  have 
ieen  granted  in  vain."  Apply  this  monstrous 
irinciple  to  the  present  state  of  things  in  this 
!Ountry.  Your  Treasury  is  exhausted.  These  is 
It  this  moment  a  deficit  of  many^  millions.  Your 
oldiers  are  unpaid ;  your  militia,  in  the  inclem* 
•nt  season  of  Winter,  are  discharged  without  mo« 
ley  enough  to  defray  their  expenses  to  their  homes, 
ifou  have  used  every  effort  to  borrow  money,  in 
he  ordinary  mode,  *'in  vain."  You  have  not 
teen  able  to  obtain  sufficient  to  discharge  the  io- 
erest  of  the  public  debt,  and  save  the  Treasury 
lotes  falling  due  from  being  dishonored.  In  truth, 
he  Government  is  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy ! 
^ow.  with  this  convenient  power  at  your  com- 
nana,  why  not  borrow  money  at  the  point  of  the 
layonet  ?  If  you  do  not,  the  power  to  borrow 
las  "  been  granted  in  vain."  Nay,  why  not,  if 
his  mode  should  fail^  take  the  people's  property 
o  "  support  your  armies,"  or  sell  it  under  the  ham- 
ner,and  five  the  owner  a  certificate  for  the  pro- 
reeds,  as  for  so  much  money  borrowed  ?  Should 
rou  want  precedents  for  such  atrocious  acts,  you 
vould  find  them  in  the  history  of  the  same  des- 
)otic  Governments  whose  examples  have  been 
sited  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor  to  prove  the  right 
md  propriety  of  coercing  American  freemen  into 
be  ranks  of  your  army. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
hire  (Mr.  Webster)  has  also  most  clearly  dem- 
mstrated,  that,  if  the  construction  given  to  the 
Ikmstitution  by  the  Secretary  of  War  is  correct, 
foa  have  the  power  to  take  by  violence  the  ships 
>f  your  merchants,  and  convert  them  into  ships 


of  war,  and  aaan  your  Navy  by  irapreismeDt. 
The  conclusion  of  the  honorable  gentleman  is 
ineviuble,  admitting  the  Secretary's  reasoning; 
The  power  "  to  provide  and  maintain  a  navy"  is 
wholly  unrestricted.  "  The  conservation  oi  the 
State''  may,  and  in  reality  does,  depend  as  much 
onacompetent  naval  as  on  a  land  force;  and,  there- 
fore, the  same  principle  which  sanctions  coercion 
to  raise  an  army,  will  bear  you  out  in  using  the 
means  stated  "to  provide  a  navy."  Yet,  the 
same  person  who  has  attempted  to  impose  the 
doctrine  upon  this  body,  that  every  man  in  the 
nation  can  be  coerced  into  the  Army,  has,  on  an- 
other occasion,  denied  that  a  single  citizen  could 
be  impressed  into  the  Navy.  In  the  instructions 
to  our  Ministers,  appointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
with  Great  Britain,  which  he  composed  as  Sec- 
retary of  State,  he  says,  that  "  impressment  is  not 
an  American  practice,  but  utterly  repugnant  to 
our  Constitution  and  laws."  What  must  every 
impartial  man  think  of  such  morality?  When 
one  object  is  sought  to  be  effected,  it  is  asserted 
that  coercion  is  "  utterly  repugnant  to  our  Con- 
stitution ;"  when  another  is  desirable,  we  are  told 
that  "  it  would  be  absurd  to  doubt  the  right  to 
employ  it  to  every  possible  extent."  Or,  are  sea- 
men exempt  from  your  power,  and  landsmen  only 
subject  to  iti  Surely  no  such  absurdity  as  this 
will  be  insisted  on. 

The  practice  of  impressment,  as  exercised  over 
her  seafarinjpr  subjects  by  Great  Britain,  has  been 
for  years  a  iruitful  theme  of  declamation  in  this 
House  and  elsewhere.  The  incessant  efforts  that 
were  made  to  irritate  the  people  against  this  cry- 
ing iniquity,  as  it  was  characterized,  was  not 
among  the  least  of  the  causes  which  exasperated 
the  public  feeling,  and  prepared  the  country  for 
hostilities.  The  sufferings  of  the  incarcerated 
seamen  in  "  the  floating  dungeons  of  Eoffland" 
haunted  the  imaginations  of  a  certain  class  of 
politicians,  and  seemed  to  be  the  sole  object  of  all 
their  sympathies.  Little  did  they  suppose,  that, 
in  a  very  short  time,  it  would  become  convenient 
for  them  to  claim  and  execute  this  abhorred  and 
despotic  power  over  their  own  people.  Gentle- 
men ought  to  take  back  the  reproaches  and  denun- 
ciations against  this  practice,  since  they  have 
become  convinced  that  it  is  nothing  more  than  a 
legitimate  right,  necessary  to  "the  conservation 
of  the  State."  Unless,  indeed,  there  is  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  sufferings  of  him  who  is  torn 
from  his  family  and  friends,  and  immured  in  one 
of  the  "  floating  dungeons  of  England,"  and  him 
who  shall  be  taken  by  like  violence,  and  under 
like  circumstances,  and  confined  in  an  American 
ship  of  war. 

Sir,  if  in  the  execution  of  the  powers  expressly 
confided  to  this  Government,  you  have  the  right 
to  use  arbitrary  and  despotic  means  to  obtain  the 
end.  what  will  prevent  you  from  imprisoning, 
for  life,  the  man  on  whom  you  shall  impose  a 
capitation  tax,  which  he  is  unable  to  pay  ?  Or  what 
will  prevent  you  from  selliag  him  as  a  slave  in 
the  market,  to  obtain  the  money  which  yon  may 
levy  on  him,  when  his  poverty  denies  you  the 
means  of  enforcing  pay  ment  in  any  other  manner  1 
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Coogress  are  authorized,  b^r  the  Conatitaiion, 
to  define  aod  paDish  certain  crtine«.  They  have, 
moreover,  ihe  power  to  create  offences  aod  pro- 
ride  for  their  punishment,  as  necessary  sanctions 
10  their  laws.  In  neither  of  these  cases  is  their 
discretion  expressly  limited  But  can  they,  there* 
fore,  direct  that  the  accused  shall  be  put  to  the 
Mck,  and  that  his  confessions,  extorted  under  the 
torture,  shall  be  evidence  to  prove  his  guilt?  If 
all  these  things  can  be  done  by  this  Government, 
without  transcending  its  Constitutional  limits, 
then  has  the  blood  of  the  Revolution  flowed  in 
vain — then  was  the  manly  and  patriotic  resist- 
ance made  by  the  Father  of  American  Independ- 
eaee,  to  the  claims  of  Qreat  Britain,  worse  than 
useless— then  was  the  solicitude  of  the  framers 
of  our  Constitution,  to  "^  secure  to  themselves 
and  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty,"  wholly 
unavailing. 

What  Incomes  of  the  authority  of  the  States,  if 
the  omnipotent  power  ascribed  to  this  Qovem-* 
ment  properly  belongs  to  it?  It  will  be  a  mere 
shadow — an  empty  name.  You  have  already 
given  capacity  to  persons  under  age  to  enlist  in 
your  armies,  against  the  consent  of  their  parents, 
guardians^  or  masters,  while  under  the  laws  of 
the  States  they  are  incapable  of  making  any 
contract.  What  prevents  you  from  giving  the 
same  capacity  to  slaves,  that  they  may  become 
•oldiers?  There  is  no  distinction  in  principle,  and 
certainly  none  in  reason.  The  incapacity  of  in- 
fants and  slaves  depends  alike  on  the  municipal 
laws  of  the  States.  Those  who  authorized  the 
son,  in  the  giddy  moments  of  youth  and  iadiscre- 
tion,  to  be  torn  from  the  bo^om  of  his  parents* 
will  surely  not  stickle  for  the  rights  of  the  master, 
to  secure  to  him  his  pro|)erty  in  his  slave. 

It  is  not  only  in  these  instances  that  the  power 
of  the  States  will  be  subverted,  but  the  great 
]irineiples  of  soeietv,  resting  en  municipal  instiui- 
tions,  must  be  wholly  overthrown.  Let  me  state 
oae  or  two  examples.  If  you  have  the  right  to 
raise  an  army  in  any  way  which  is  calculated  to 
attain  the  object,  then  you  have  the  right  to  defeat 
the  criminal  justice  of  the  States,  by  absolving 
from  punishment  those  aoeused  or  convicted  of 
crimes,  on  condition  they  enter  your  army.  Too 
may  change  the  course  of  descents,  and  repeal 
the  statutes  of  will^  by  holding  out  the  induce- 
ments to  recruits  that  the  sole  Inheritance  of  their 
ancestors'  property  shall  belong  to  them,  and  that 
their  right  shall  not  be  defeated  by  any  testamen* 
tary  disposition.  Is  there  a  man  who,  in  the  face 
of  this  people,  dare  arsert  that  such  powers  be- 
long to  this  Qovernment?  And  yet  they  on«> 
questionably  do,  if  it  is  correct  that  the  power 
**  to  raise  an  army''  is  subject  to  no  restriction. 

In  relation  to  the  militia,  pretensions  equally 
exorbitant  have  been  advanced  on  the  part  of 
those  in  power.  They  are  considered  under  the 
absolute  control  of  this  Qovernment,  to  be  called 
forth  when  it  may  think  proper,  in  any  number, 
to  be  employed  in  any  service,  and  retained  for  any 
period.  Nothing  can  be  more  incorrect  in  princi- 
ple, and  more  dangerous  in  practice,  to  this  com- 
munity, than  this  assoraptioa.     It  effectually 


prostrates  the  Sute  aovereignttee^  and  destroys 
the  security  of  the  people  from  oppressive  mili- 
tary service.  To  me  it  seems  evident  that  the 
general  power  over  the  militia  was  intended,  by 
the  authors  of  the  Constitution,  to  remain  with 
the  States,  while  a  special  power,  arising  out  of, 
and  limited  by.  certain  emergencies,  was  confided 
to  this  Government.  This  is  obvious  to  my  mind, 
from  the  nature  of  the  subject,  as  weU  as  the  ex- 
press provisions  contained  in  that  iostniaent. 
The  enlightened  men,  on  whose  labors  depended 
the  fate  of  their  country,  understood  the  nature 
of  man,  his  thirst  for  dominion,  and  the  chaiaeter 
and  tendency  of  human  institutione  i  ihej  knew 
that  political  power,  without  physical  naeans  to 
secure  it,  aad  give  it  effect,  was  a  mere  taockery. 
Is  it  reasonable,  therefore,  to  suppose  that,  while 
thejr  transferred  a  portion  only  of  the  whole  sov- 
ereignty to  the  United  Sutea,  they  intended  lo 
invest  them  with  an  absolute  control  over  all  the 
physical  means  of  the  community  ?  What  viU 
be  the  condition  of  the  States,  should  this  cob* 
struction  obtain?  They  will  be  at  the  merey 
of  this  Qovernment  The  most  palpable  infiae- 
tion  of  their  rights  must  be  submitted  to.  Ag^ 
gression  will  succeed  aggression,  nnttl  eoasou- 
dation  shall  terminate  even  the  appearance  of 
State  authority.  Sir,  very  different  opinions 
were  entertained  in  this  country  at  the  time  the 
Constitution  was  adopted.  It  was  eonsidered 
(as  is  evident  from  a  work  of  high  celebrity 
written  at  the  time)  that  the  States  were  inde- 
pendent political  bodies,  whose  powers  and  means 
afforded  the  best  security  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  General  Government,  and  who 
would  employ  force,  if  necessary  to  resist  suck 
encroachmeats,  whenever  they  shoold  be  seri- 
ously attempted.*  How.  I  adc,  caa  the  Slates 
resist  usurpation,  if  we  possess  a  soprene  and 

Seneral  power  over  the  militia  ?  They  majr,  in- 
eed,  call  them  to  their  aid  to  maintaia  tlie  rem- 
nant of  soverci^ty ;  but  such  call  will  be  nugnr 
tory.  The  United  Slates  (according  to  the  doc- 
trine of  the  day)  may  at  any  moment  asanme 
the  control  over  them,  and  plaee  them  into  iheir 
service,  in  which  situation  they  are  under  the 
sole  command  of  this  Government,  aod  subject 
to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war.  Should  any  of 
them  refuse  to  be  employed,  to  further  the  pro- 
jects of  ambition,  and  to  prostrate  the  authority 

*  The  IbUowmff  is  an  extract  fiom  the  Ibr^-oixth 
nomber  of  ths  Foderaiisty  written  by  Mr.  Madison : 

(•  Bnt  ambitioao  encrosichments  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernmsnt,  on  the  authority  of  the  State  gOYeiaiaeate, 
would  not  excite  the  opposition  of  a  single  States  or  a 
lew  States  only.  They  would  be  signals  of  general 
alarm.  Bveiy  Govemment  would  eepouse  the  com- 
mon cause.  A  correspondence  would  be  opened. 
Plans  of  resistance  would  be  concerted.  One  i^ptrit 
wonld  animate  and  conduct  the  idiole.  The  same 
combination,  in  short,  would  result  from  an  apprehen- 
sion of  the  Federal,  as  was  produced  by  the  drmd  of 
a  foreign  yoke ;  and  unless  the  projected  innofation 
should  be  veluntarily  renounced,  the  same  appeal  to  a 
trial  of  force  wouhl  be  made  in  the  one  cast  as 
made  in  the  other." 
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of  their  aaiive  Stale,  paoishiaeat  for  mviiny 
awtits  tbem.  The  minioos  of  power  wiJl  be 
ready  to  execute  opon  them  the  deepolie  provi- 
61008  of  military  law.  ' 

There  are  other  coosideratioas  which  stronglf 
tend  (o  establish  that  the  geaeral  power  oTer  the 
militia  was  deemed  es»ential  to  the  security 
Df  the  State.  They  are  prohibited  in  time  of 
|)e8ce  from  keeping  in  their  ser?ice  any  regular 
force;  yet  it  is  indispensable  to  their  own  exist- 
eoce  that  they  should  possess  military  means  to 
naiolain  their  own  authority,  to  suppress  con- 
ipiraciesand  insurreetioiiB,  and  to  repel  invasions 
when  suddenljr  made,  or  when  the  United  States 
lave  not  provided  a  force  competent  to  resist  the 
nvader.  How,  I  ask,  can  these  objects  be  effect* 
;d,  if  the  militia  can.  at  the  discretion  of  this 
Grovernment,  be  withdrawn  from  their  control? 

What  1  hare  said  hitherto  on  this  part  of  the 
tubject  has  arisen  from  the  character  of  the 
American  confederacy.  My  object  was  to  show 
;hat  as  the  whole  sovereignty  was  divided  between 
he  States  and  the  United  States,  so  a  division  of 
be  means  to  maintain  each  in  its  portion,  would 
)ea  just  inference  deducible  from  those  premises. 
That  as  the  United  States  had  geaeral  (and  in 
ime  of  peace  exclusive)  power  to  raise  armies 

0  effect  the  objects,  it  was  rational  to  infer  that 

1  general  power  over  the  militia  remained  with 
he  States,  as  necessary  to  the  attainment  of  their 
tads.  I  will  now  beg  leave  to  request  youratteo* 
ion  to  the  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
m  this  subject. 

When  that  instrument  was  formed,  it  will  be 
ecollected  that  the  sole  power  over  the  militia 
vas  vested  in  the  Stales.  By  the  Confederation 
hey  were  enjoined  ^  to  keep  up  a  well  regulated 
niliiia ;"  but  no  authority  to  employ  them  was 
granted  to  the  United  States  in  any  event.  Tliey 
vere,  in  every  sense  of  the  term,  **  the  militia  of 
he  States.*'  In  this  situatioo  of  things,  while 
he  power  of  the  Slates,  in  relation  to  this  subj- 
ect, was  geneml  and  exclusive,  the  new  Ctoveru- 
nent  came  into  existence.  lis  powers  were  com- 
)osed  of  all  powers  vested  in  Conffress  under  the 
Confederation,  and  a  portion  of  those  belonging 
o  the  States.  To  obviate  the  necessity  of  keep* 
Dg  up  a  large  Military  Bstablishment  in  ordinary 
imes,  the  United  States  were  empowered  to  call 
'  the  militia  of  the  States"  to  their  aid  in  cer- 
ain  sudden  emergencies;  to  enable  them  to  exe* 
:ute  their  laws^  repel  invasion,  and  to  suppress 
nsurrections*  And  as,  in  the  performance  of 
;bose  duties,  it  was  pcnsibie  that  the  militia  of 
lifferent  States  might  be  brought  to  act  together 
n  one  corps,  it  became  important  that  there 
(bould  be  uniformity  in  their  organixation  and 
lisciplioe.  Hence  arose  the  power  of  Congress 
>ver  those  subjects,  as  necessary  instruments  to 
ender  the  service  of  the  militia,  in  the  cases  pro- 
vided for,  more  effectual  than  could  have  been 
'xpected  from  the  discordaol  r^ulations  of  the 
lifferent  Sutes. 

Thus  it  appears  to  me  that  the  power  granted 
0  us  to  employ  the  militia  is  in  its  character 
lualified  and  contiogent;  always  doroMUit  and 


inactive,  until  the  emergencies  provided  for  ia 
the  Constitution  give  it  life  and  viaor;  while 
the  power  of  the  States  is  general  and  exclusive, 
except  so  far  as  the  actual  existence  of  these 
emergencies  interfere.  From  this  position  it 
seems  to  me  necessarily  to  fdlow,  that  the  gucU*- 
^fied  cannot  be  exercised  in  such  manner  as  to 
destroy  ih^  general  power;  that  the  proper  State 
authorities  have  the  unquestionable  right  to 
judge  for  themselves,  whether  the  actual  siiua* 
tion  of  the  country  demands  the  exercise  of  the 
qualified  powers  ot  this  Government  to  call  forth 
the  militia.  The  principle  is  universal  and  ap- 
plicable in  all  cases.  Where  a  general  rignt 
exists  in  one,  and  a  qualified  right  in  another, 
over  the  same  subject,  he  who  pocsesses  the  latr 
ter  cannot  be  permitted  to  decide  alone  that  his 
right  attaches.  If  he  could,  his  right,  instead  of 
being  limited  or  contingent,  would  be  absolute. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  bill  before  you,  a 
general  power  over  the  militia  is  assumed.  They 
are  not  to  be  called  forth  when  any  Constitutional 
emergency  shall  authorize  their  employmeat; 
but  the  call  is  immediate  and  peremptory  ;  their 
service  is  not  be  limited- by  the  duration  of  any 
such  emergency,  but  by  a  definite  and  distant 
period,  or  by  the  discretion  of  the  Executive. 
Nor  is  that  service  to  be  confined  to  the  objects 
designated  in  the  Conatitutioa,  but  to  be  used  for 
the  general  purposes  of  war.  And  these  previa 
ions  are  adopted  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  com- 
pelling the  militia,  rather  than  submit  to  the 
hardships  created  by  your  law,  to  furnish  rceruiU 
for  your  army.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  te 
show  that  you  have  no  more  right  to  exact  this 
commutation,  tha^n  you  have  to  demand  thesef^ 
vice  from  the  militia. 

To  give  some  plausibility  to  the  high-handed 
measures  proposed  during  the  present  sessioUi 
attempto  have  been  made  to  depreciate  the  value 
of  the  militia  in  the  public  estimation.  The  cry 
has  been  raised  that  they  are  wholly  useless  and 
incompetent  to  the  defence  of  the  country.  It  is 
observed  bv  a  celebrated  writer  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, equally  diatioguiahed  for  bis  eloquence  and 
his  knowledge  of  public  men,  and  public  aflatra, 
that  those  whose  ol^ect  it  is  to  enslave  the  peo* 
pie,  first  eadeavor  to  degrade  them  in  their  awa 
eyes.  Where  is  our  security  against  the  usurpa* 
tion  of  those  who  command  the  public  forcc^  if 
the  militia  is  thus  inefficient  1  It  in  only  neceeo 
sary  for  the  people  to  believe  the  libels  so  indufr' 
trioosly  circulated  against  them,  and  slavery  must 
be  their  lot.  Sir,  I  believe  the  nilitia  more  com* 
potent  to  the  defence  of  the  country  against  the 
predatory  warfare  of  the  enemy  than  any  force 
you  can  obtain.  Whenever  the  idea  shall  become 
general  that  you  cannot  rely  on  the  militia,  and 
some  other  torce  shall  be  substituted  in  their 
stead,  it  will  beget  the  same  indifference  among 
the  great  body  of  the  people  which  exists  in  other 
countries.  If  you  once  persuade  them  that  their 
services,  their  privations,  and  their  blood,  are 
wholly  unavailing,  do  you  presume  that  they 
will  feel  disposed  to  make  useless  sacrifices?  If 
it  was  possible  for  you  to  procure  a  regular  force 
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of  200,000  meo,  on  whom  alone,  for  all  militarj 
parposesj  oar  whole  reliance  should  be  placed  in 
this  war,  I  do  not  beltere  that  to  all  essential  pur- 
poses the  country  would  be  better  defended  than 
It  is  at  present.  That  portion  of  the  force  which 
would  be  sfiared  from  the  Canadian  warfare, 
must  be  distributed  along  our  extended  maritime 
frontier,  in  such  manner  as  to  occupy  the  most 
prominent  and  important  points  only.  All  other 
places  most  be  left  wholly  defenceless,  conse- 
quently to  the  enemy  having  the  command  of 
the  water  assailable.  In  such  a  state  of  things, 
the  enemy  would  have  only  to  dread  the  force 
actually  embodied  in  the  neighborhood  of  his 
attack,  and  make  his  movements  accordingly.  At 
present  he  knows  that  every  man  in  the  country 
IS  one  of  its  legitimate  defenders,  upon  whose 
services  it  relies.  That  circumstance  is  calcula* 
ted  to  inspire  him  with  a  proper  portion  of  cau- 
tion, and  tends  to  limit  the  extent  of  his  incur- 
sions. 

If  the  object  of  the  enemy  had  been  the  con- 
quest  of  our  country,  and  if  that  object  depended 
on  a  few  great  and  decisive  actions  in  the  field,  I 
admit  that  the  militia  would  not  be  the  proper 
kind  of  force  to  oppose  to  him.  In  such  actions, 
discij^ine  and  experience,  which  the  militia,  from 
the  short  periods  and  nature  of  their  service, 
cannot  possess,  in  an  eminent  degree,  are  generally 
essential  to  victory. 

We  are  frequently  told  that  we  oppose  every- 
thing coming  from  the  majority,  and  that  we 
propose  nothing  calculated  to  save  the  country 
from  the  perils  which  surround  us.  This  is  an 
old  and  a  stale  accusation.  As  long  as  gentle- 
men are  determined  to  disr^rd  our  counsels, 
how  can  they  ask  us  to  submit  to  the  repeated 
mortifications  of  having  our  propositions  reject- 
ed? On  the  present,  as  on  many  other  occa- 
sions, however,  the  assertion  is  not  founded  in 
foct.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey (Mr.  Stockton)  has  marked  out  the  course 
for  you  in  detail ;  permit  me  to  repeat  his  admo- 
nitions, in  substance.  Abandon  the  project  which 
experience  has  stamped  with  folly^  of  conqoerinff 
Canada.  Manifest  a  determination  to  defend 
your  country  by  Constitutional  means.  Banish 
from  yon  all  idea  of  conscription  to  fill  the  ranks 
of  your  army.  Inspire  confidence  by  a  just,  lib- 
eral, and  conciliatory  policy ;  and  I  hesitate  not 
to  say  that  the  present  dangers  will  pass  away, 
and  that  the  country  will  remain  independent 
and  free. 

I  know  that  the  situation  of  gentlemen  in  the 
majority  is  different  from  my  own.  Having  by 
an  ill-judged  and  unfortunate  course  of  policy 
brought  this  nation  into  a  condition  admitted  on 
all  sides  to  be  extremely  perilous  and  alarming, 
they  feel  the  high  responsinility  that  awaits  them, 
should  the  country  perish  in  their  hands.  In  the 
anxiety  which  such  a  situation  necessarily  begets, 
the  character  of  the  means  will  not  be  very  scru- 
pulously examined,  if  there  is  hope  that  they 
will  serve  the  end.  Something  is  necessary  to 
be  done.  I  warn  gentlemen  against  the  influence 
of  thu  sentiment.    It  has  been  the  bane  of  this 


eooBtry.  Ever  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a 
seat  in  this  House,  it  has  given  birth  to  all  the 
mcaaores  connected  with  your  foreign  policy. 
The  commencement  of  every  session  brought 
witb  it  a  deep  conviction  that  somethin|^  was 
oecesaary  to  be  done,  but  it  did  not  bring  with  it 
the  lighu  requisite  to  judge  correctly  what  it 
ought  to  be.  Hence  it  happened  that  we  were 
plunged  from  one  difficulty  into  another  still 
greater,  ontil,  at  last,  we  find  ourselves  in  a  con- 
dition aUnoat  hopeless. 

Sir,  it  iB  not  my  intention  to  menace  gentle- 
men with  the  prospect  of  forcible  opposition  to 
their  projecu  of  coercing  freemen  into  the  ranks 
of  the  Army,  but  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  ofier 
my  admonition.  Permit  me  to  say  that  a  period 
like  the  present,  when  your  Treasury  is  exhaust- 
ed; when  all  your  operations  are  almost  at  t 
stand  tor  want  of  means  to  impel  them,  is  not 
the  season  for  violent  measures.  Every  GJovera- 
ment  becomes  imbeciiitated  when  its  finances 
become  deranged;  and  in  this Govemiiient, more 
than  any  other,  money  is  the  vital  principie  of 
action.  The  catastrophe  which  deprived  Loois 
Xyi  of  his  life^that  tremendous  revolocion 
which  has  been  the  cause  of  so  much  calamity 
to  the  whole  community  of  civilized  man— 
would  never  have  happened  had  not  France  been 
bankrupt  in  her  finances. 

Mr.  HoPKiHS,  of  Kentucky,  said  :~The  silence 
I  have  imposed  upon  myself  in  many  discussions 
deemed  of  great  importance  to  our  country,  would 
not  now  be  broken,  had  not  arguments  have  been 
used  against  the  constitutionauty  and  expediency 
of  this  bill.  The  old  mournful  song  of  *^  weak- 
ness and  wickedness  of  the  Administration,^  at 
the  tail  of  the  cry  of  «  French  influence,"  is  stilly 
sir,  the  fashionable  ditty,  and  chanted  in  all,  as 
prelude  or  finale  of  every  sobjecL  I  mean  not 
to  enter  into  a  vindication  of  others;  believing- 
it  is  incident  to  our  nature  to  err,  and  believing 
that  the  best  of  our  fellow-eitixens,  raised  by  the 
suffrages  of  our  country  into  the  most  exalted 
and  honorable  stationiL  do  not  thereby  ^  partake 
of  the  nature  of  angels.''  but  still  remain  the  ^  seed 
of  Abraham,"  I  feel  disposed  to  admit  those  ab- 
errations of  the  head,  incident  to  our  race ;  but  I 
deny,  nor  can  it  be  proved,  that  the  hearts  of  this 
Administration  can  be  truly  assailed  with  aoy 
Uint,  or  the  want  of  honor,  intrepidity,  or  patriot- 
ism. Their  actions  are  tested  by  the  applause 
and  approbation  of  the  great  majority  of  our 
country,  and  prove  their  worth  and  excellence. 
Their  virtue  and  talenu,  ^  fair  as  the  moon,  bright 
as  the  sun,  and  (to  the  enemies  of  our  Union)  ter- 
rible as  an  army  with  banners,''  need  not  my 
advocation.  But  I  come  to  the  questions.  Are 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  Constitutional  1  Are 
iu  exaetments  within  the  positive  powers  of  Con- 
gress; and,  if  they  are,  is  it  expedient  at  this  time? 

On  looking  into  the  Constitution,  I  find  a  power 
given,  in  the  eighth  section,  to  ^  provide  for  the 
'  common  defence  of  the  United  States,  to  raise 
'  and  support  armies,  to  provide  for  organiztag  the 
^  militia,  and  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper 
'  for  cary Ing  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers.' ' 
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Permit  me  to  tsk.  CaD  word«  make  power  more 
imple?  Can  langoage  increase  its  attribates? 
Neither  time,  place,  or  occasion,  limits  this  power. 
Tis  positive — the  Congress  possess  it,  and  are 
iJone  responsible  for  abuse  of  it.  If,  indeed,  it 
vere  necessary  to  add  to  this  well«defined  power. 

might  be  pardoned  for  quoting  a  statute  of 
nuch  greater  antiquity  and  much  higher  au- 
bority,  as  well  as  more  positive ;  a  statute  res- 
stered  in  Heaven,  and  recorded  in  the  great  rol- 
ime  of  animate  being,  entitled  Self-'preserva- 
ioD ;  teaching  its  lessons  to  brutes,  and  lectur- 
ng  man,  tbat  whenever  the  occasion  requires  it, 
*  it  is  meet  that  some  should  die  for  the  people," 
o  prevent  the  whole  nation  from  perishing.  If, 
»ir,  such  authorities  as  these  fail  to  show  the  eon« 
ktitutionality  of  this  bill^  I  confess  I  have  none 
greater,  and  should  despair  of  seeing  the  honor* 
ible  opponents  to  it  convinced  by  '*  a  decree  from 
leaven."  Sir,  it  is  not  sufficient  to  oppose  para- 
lozesj  sophistry,  and  argument,  to  the  Teritable 
issertioos  here  made.  Could  gentlemen  **  borst 
he  cerements"  of  reason,  logic,  and  syllogism, 
hey  would  not  be  able  to  mar  the  features,  ex- 
en  uate  or  shroud  the  meaning  of  those  author* 
ties ;  their  effects  must  be  operative,  and  their 
brce  irresistible. 

On  the  expediency  and  present  necessity  of 
aisinff  men  for  this  war,  will  it  be  pardonable  to 
liiate  ?  To  say  we  are  opposed  by  an  enemy, 
erocious,  powerful,  viodictire,  actively  employed 
It  this  moment,  in  burning,  plundering,  robbing 
lod  murdering  our  fellow-citixens  on  seventeen 
lundred  miles  of  seacoast,  would  be  repeating 
vbat  we  all  know  to  be  fact  i  to  say  that  we  ex* 
3ect  tbis  enemy  will  be  greatly  augmented  early 
in  the  next  year,  would  express  our  belief.  That 
>ur  business  here  is  to  provide,  as  effectually  as 
we  can  obtain  the  means,  for  the  safety  of  our 
nation,  none  will  deny.  Who  then  will  question 
the  necessity  of  this  bill,  or  some  other  equally 
remedial  ? 

But.  Mr.  Speaker,  as  we  advance  towards  this 
desiraole  object,  at  every  step  we  are  told  of  con* 
Bcription }  at  this  cabalistic  word,  horrors,  gor- 
gons,  and  dire  chimeras  arise  and  follow  in  its 
train ;  the  separation  of  father,  mother,  wife,  and 
child,  is  grouped ;  the  tender  scenes  of  an  cTerlast* 
Log  parting  are  pencilled  with  a  master's  hand, 
and  woe,  woe,  woe,  is  portrayed  with  the  powers 
of  the  most  enchanting  eloquence.  My  feelings 
were  (I  am  not  ashamed  to  own)  in  sympathetic 
unison  with  the  dulcet  sounds  of  chastened  sor- 
row flowing  from  the  lips  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  New  Hampshire,  in  his  tale  of  things 
yet  to  come,  his  group  of  apprehensions.  When, 
alas!  sir,  like  scene  changed  from  fancy  to  re- 
ality, from  the  visionary  idea  of  possibility,  to  the 
melancholy,  mournful  catastrophes  of  substantial 
misery.  What  busy  scene-shifter  of  the  brain 
drew  the  curtain,  and  presented  the  cold*b)ooded 
murders,  burnt  and  mangled  corses  of  Raisin, 
Rapids,  and  firownstown,  the  conflagrations  and 
sacking  of  Black  Rock,  Havre  de  Grace,  Wash- 
ington, and  every  assailable  part  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  its  tributary  streams  I    Here,  indeed, 


we  might  rally,  sir— the  weeping  mother,  the  or- 
phan,  the  murdered  or  imprisoned  fkther  or  son, 
the  hoary  head  and  green  rooth,  robbed,  plundered, 
imprisoned  or  murdered,  by  that  infamous  enemy 
who  never  spared  when  his  aTarice  or  Ttolence 
were  his  dictators. 

If  this  recital  excites  horror;  if  it  would  make 
the  swords  of  freemen  flv  from  their  scabbards, 
to  repress  and  chastise  a  toe  so  barbarous,  let  ma 
ask  what  additional  feeling  would  edge  them  1 
There  is  existing,  sir,  a  tale,  yet  untold ;  the  scenes 
were  laid  at  Hampton,  in  Virginia,  and  St.  In- 
igoes,  in  Maryland ;  a  tale  too  horrid,  too  shoek* 
ing,  to  bear  expression  here;  a  tale  that  would 
freeze  your  blood,  excite  your  rengeance,and  make 
ycu,  like  Hannibal,  swear  eternal  enmity  to  the 
name  of  Briton ;  a  tale  that  would  make  angels 
weep,  and  excite  tender  emotions  from  fiends ;  a 
tale,  the  truth  of  which  is  unquestionable,  passing 
almost  within  sight  and  sound  of  your  Capitol ;  a 
ule,  repeated  but  the  last  week  at  Tappahannock, 
which  plainly  proves  it  the  deliberate  purpose  of 
our  enemy  to  persist.  This  ule,  sir,  will,  I  hope, 
reconcile  gentlemen  to  the  objects  of  this  bill, 
and  convince  them  of  its  expediency.  Let  them 
not  be  affrighted  bv  the  word  congcription;  it  it 
older  than  the  olaest  man  here ;  well  do  I  re- 
member it  fifty-seven  years  ago.  Then,  sir,  I  saw 
and  recoUecteid  the  parting  of  husband  and  wife, 
father  and  son*  The  occasion  required  it;  tha 
savage  was  upon  the  borders,  and  must  be  re- 
pelled ;  none  murmured.  In  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, this  same  conscription,  or  draught,  which 
are  but  words  to  designate  the  details  for  military 
duty,  saved  your  country.  After  the  reverses  in 
'76,  on  Lonff  and  York  Islands,  Fort  Washington, 
&c.,  had  almost  destroyed  every  appearance  of 
resisting  further  the  arms  of  the  foe ;  at  a  time 
when  even  hope  was  only  kept  alive  and  cher- 
ished by  the  example  of  that  exalted  man  who 
led  the  feeble  resistance  of  his  country ;  then,  sir. 
at  that  hour  of  alarm  and  peril,  the  force  raisea 
by  conscription  saved  us ;  and  at  every  period 
through  that  eventful  war,  we  know  and  feel  iu 
efficacy.  Sir,  when  I  hear  it  asserted  here,  that 
this  law  cannot  be  executed,  the  Eastern  States 
will  revolt,  they  will  not  submit  to  be  detailed 
for  the  defence  of  this  nation,  of  which  they  are 
a  part,  I  feel  astonished.  Can  you  believe  these 
assertions  ?  What,  sir !  can  it  be  credited  that 
the  sons,  the  offspring  of  those  immortal  baoda 
who  in  1775  first  taught  our  enemy  the  might 
and  prowess  of  freemen,  and  all  America  the 
true  principles  and  value  of  liberty ;  who  said  to 
Britain,  ^4he  soil  is  our  own,  and  you  tread  not 
on  it  but  by  permission,"  and  who  have  gone  down 
into  the  dust,  mature  in  years  and  ripe  in  honors ; 
will  their  Jescendanis,  pious,  learned,  industrious, 
and  patriotic,  wage  war  against  their  Govern- 
ment, because  of  the  new  exposition  of  a  phrase, 
or  definition  of  a  word,  in  a  law  prescribing  the 
means  of  safety,  at  this  hour  of  extreme  danger  1 
Gentlemen  must  pardon  me  for  not  admitting 
conclusions  so  uncharitable  (I  had  almost  said) 
so  invidious,  from  their  premises ;  it  is  not  pos- 
sible* 
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Mr.  Irvihq,  of  New  York,  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  appears  to  me.  that  the  niee 
distiDctioDs,  that  have  heretofore  been  made,  l»- 
twees  a  defensive  and  aa  offeosire  war,  are  no 
longer  of  any  consequence.  The  i^nnd  on  which 
the  war  commenced,  can  no  longer,  it  is  presumed, 
affect  the  question,  whether  hostilities  shall  be 
carried  on  with  every  efficient  means  within 
our  power.  The  terms  proposed  hj  the  British 
Commissioners  have  been  communicated  to  this 
House ;  and  the  question  now  is,  whether  these 
terms  are  to  be  accepted,  or,  whether  we  are  to 
employ  the  means  Providence  has  placed  within 
our  reach  in  the  expectation  of  procuring  better? 

Sir,  I  would  ask  any  gentleman  in  this  Assem- 
bly, whether  he  is  willing  to  accept  of  ihese  terms — 
to  dismember  the  territory  of  the  United  Sufes, 
to  lop  off  the  hands  and  arms  of  this  country,  and 
thus  deliver  her  a  prey  to  the  enemy ;  or,  at  any 
rate,  uke  from  her  everjr  future  hope  of  obtaining 
either  satisfaction  for  injuries,  or  security  against 
the  eiereise  of  oppression  on  the  ocean  1  If  he 
says  he  is  willing  to  do  this,  it  is  well ;  he  takes 
thie  stand,  and  we  know  what  he  means  by  oppos- 
ing this  measure.  But  if^  on  the  other  hand,  by  a 
feeling  of  generous  indignation  at  these  new  and 
unwarrantable  claims,  that  violate  the  integrity 
of  this  country,  and  outrage  every  principle  of 
reciprocity,  he  answers,  tlut  he  will  not  make 
peace  on  such  ignoble  terms;  then,  if  he  differs 
with  me,  it  is  only  as  to  the  expediency  of  this 
measure,  or  its  capacity  to  answer  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  intended.  It  is  with  a  view  of  in- 
vestigating these  two  points  that  I  enter  into  this 
debate ;  for  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  honora- 
ble gentleman  in  this  House  who  would  recom- 
mend a  peace  on  the  terms  which  have  been 
offered.  If  there  is,  I  should  consider  it  idle  to 
address  myself  to  such  a  person.  It  is  impossible 
to  create  a  soul  under  the  ribs  of  death — and  I 
would  consider  it  equally  hopeless  to  reason  against 
the  want  of  certain  feelings,  or  attempt  to  excite 
emotions  in  a  breast  steeled  by  insensibility. 

I  would,  then,  ask,  are  the  preeeat  means  of 
raising  an  army  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
present  crisis  1  No,  sir.  The  history  of  the  war, 
and  the  experience  of  every  day,  are  a  sufficient 
anawer  to  tbi^  questioa.  What  with  the  habits 
engendered  by  a  long  peace<— the  want  of  means 
to  pay  the  enormous  bounties,  which  are  neaea- 
•ary  to  tempt  the  prosperous  multitude  of  this 
cmuilry— «nd,  most  of  all,  the  various  and  unjus- 
tifiable means  that  have  been  resorted  to,  for  the 
purpose  of  impeding  or  discouraging  enlistment^ 
It  is  found  totally  impossible  to  fill  the  ranks  of 
the  Army.  Are  the  militia  ordered  out  1  It  is 
called  oppression.  Are  they  selected  by  loti 
Gtentlemen  cry  out  conscription— as  if  there  was 
any  analogy  between  the  temperate  behests  of  the 
law,  and  the  arbitmry  will  of  a  despot.  Should 
any  man  be  willing  to  enlist  voluntarily,  he  is  told, 
that  his  pay  will  be  withheld,  for  that,  in  New 
Bngland,  several  soldiers  have  sold  iheir  certifi- 
cates at  a  lo5s  of  fifty  per  cent.  And  this  fact, 
which,  if  it  be  true,  was  the  result  of  a  |»anic  aris- 
ing from  the  suggestions  of  some  patriotic  adviser, 


or  emscientioas  broker,  wIm>  wished  to  take  ad<- 
vantage  of  his  credoltcy,  is  irumpetsd  from  one 
end  of  the  country  to  the  other— *hawked  about 
in  newspapers,  and  recorded  in  triomph  by  the 
friends  of  their  country. 

What  then  renMins  for  us,  sir?  Are  w€  to  go 
on  in  this  misemUe  ricketiy  mode  of  warfare  to 
the  end  of  time,  and  waste  our  reeonrees  by  drib- 
lets, in  this  preposterous  economy — this  lidy-like 
forbearance  of  using  the  means  in  oar  pcrwer? 
Or  are  we,  by  one  manly  and  decisive  efibrt,  to 
do  that  at  once,  which  we  ranst  do  at  Inet,  or  sub- 
mit to  a  most  dishonorable  peace  ?  This  is  not 
the  land  of  Oolehis-— yon  cannot  sow  dragons' 
teeth  and  reap  armed  men ;  yon  moat  resort  to 
human  means— and  all  human  meana.  hitherto 
tried,  have  failed ;  we  must,  therefore,  find  othcts. 
or  we  must  crouch  and  cringe,  and  any  to  the 
enemy,  in  the  debased  and  whining  laogoage  of 
cowardice,  "  take  all  we  have,  but  spare  our  lives.'* 

Sir,,a8  a  meaas  of  raising  an  efficient  army,  I  see 
nothing  unconstitutional  or  illegal  in  the  bill  before 
us,  nor.  Indeed,  any  very  extraordinarr  hardship. 
If  the  conotrjr  is  worth  defending,  and  I  do  trosc 
some  part  of  it,  at  least,  will  be  considered  so^  there 
appears  no  very  good  reason  why  men  shcrald 
not  be  called  opoa  to  perform  that  duty.  The 
framers  of  this  Constitution  thought  so,  and  they 
invested  theCkneral  GK>vernmeat  with  the  power 
of  calling  out  the  militia,  as  a  soflbsient  defenee 
against  any  force  that  might  be  brought  against  ns. 
If,  sir,  this  resource  is  withheld  b^  the  delicate 
scruples  of  some  State  aothorities-*if  preteace.  or 
construction,  or  quibble  is  resorted  to — or  if  men 
shelter  themselves  behind  an  ambigaity,  are  the 
country,  the  lakes,  and  our  honor,  to  be  sacrificed 
in  consequence  ?  I  hope  not — ^I  trust  not — I  am 
sure  not.  I  do  believe  there  is  spirit  enough  in 
thia  House  to  resist  both  foreign  and  domestic 
foes,  and  energy  sufficient  to  surmount  the  ima- 
ginary barriers  of  the  Coastitatioa.  which  rather 
seem  to  invite  the  aggressions  of  the  eneoEiy  than 
to  afford  safety  to  those  whom  thia  rery  Coneti- 
tution  was  intended  to  protect. 

I  .say  imaginary  barriers,  because  laee  oothing 
in  the  Constitution  which  opposes  this  classifica- 
tion. It  i«  true,  sir,  I  am  no  lawyer,  expert  in 
legal  snbtletiea,  and  equally  expert  in  applying 
either  end  of  the  glass  to  aa  object,  as  it  suits  his 
purpose,  to  increase  or  diminish  it.  But  there  is 
one  rule  of  law,  to  which  I  have  not  been  inat- 
tentive, and  that  is,  to  eoi»sult  the  intention  of 
the  law  which  we  are  to  expound.  What  was 
the  intention  of  that  section  of  the  Constitotfon 
which  provideo  for  calling  out  the  miiiita;  in 
short,  sir,  what  was  the  whole  object  of  the 
Constitution  itself?    It  was  framed  solely  for  the 

gurpose  of  combining  the  people  of  the  United 
Itates  into  a  community  for  mutual  defenee.  If, 
therefore,  the  usual  resource  of  militia  is  insuff- 
cient,  we  resort  to  regular  enlistment ;  and  if  that 
fails,  what  are  we  to  do  but  try  more  efficient 
means,  or  surrender  the  honor,  and  barter  the  in- 
terests of  the  country  for  imaginary  Constitaiional 
scruples? 
Sir,  there  i»  one  political  axiom  that  caanot  be 
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cootroTeried ;  the  oouatry  mvtn  be  defeoded^ 
and  whether  this  is  dooe  bv  drawing  the  eoemy 
to  a  distance,  or  receinog  him  at  our  doors,  is  a 
matter  of  policy,  and  not  of  conscience.  It  does 
not  alter  toe  principle  one  single  hair's  breadth. 
For  my  part,  sir,  I  cannot  find  in  the  Conatitation 
any  one  principle  that  militates  against  classifica- 
tion any  more  than  against  a  draught,  or  conscrip- 
tion, as  some  gentlemen  call  it.  If  there  was, 
caseis^  might  occur,  even  then,  to  justify  such  a 
measure,  as  indispensable  to  self-defence,  which, 
while  that  necessity  lasts,  supersedes  all  other 
laws  but  those  of  nature. 

Bat  it  appears  to  me,  that  sometimes  we  "strain 
at  a  gnat  and  swallow  a  camel."  There  is  a  fun^ 
damental  principle  in  the  Constitution  which  re- 
quires the  minority  to  submit  to  the  will  of  the 
majority,  constitutionally  expressed — yet  some 
in  our  country  have  forsotten  that ;  there  is  ano- 
ther, that  "  no  State  shall  enter  into  compact  with 
another  State" — some  have  quite  forgotten  that ; 
and  there  is  a  sacred  principle  of  union  pervading 
every  article  of  the  Constitution — and  some  have 
quite  forffotten  that. 

No  1  Mr.  Speaker,  having  so  glorious  an  inheri- 
tance,  equal  to  thatjMromised  land  that  the  Jews 
were  forcv  years  suflecing  in  the  wilderness  in  the 
hope  of  obtaining,  is  it  not  wonderful,  that  instead 
of  devising  ways  and  means  for  defending  and 
securing  the  precious  possession,  we  should  be 
seeking  for  quibbles  to  render  useless  the  means 
that  God  has  provided  for  its  defence  1 

Sir,  we  hear  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
ever^  day  charged  with  incapaciiy  in  carrying  on 
the  war ;  but  how  could  we  have  expected  any* 
things  else^  when  we  take  into  consideration  the 
situation  in  which  he  has  been  placed  %  Instead 
of  providing  money  by  taxation,  we  chose  to  re- 
sort to  the  expedient  of  loans,  and  sent  our  Gov- 
ernment out  borrowing,  until  tney  returned  penni- 
less. The  consequence  has  been,  that  instead  of 
employing  their  time  the  Summer  past  in  devis- 
ing plans  how  they  could  most  annoy  the  enemy, 
they  have  been  scuffling  with  national  penMrv — 
perplexed  to  know,  from  day  to  day,  now  they 
could  employ  to  the  best  advantage  their  stinted 
means — how  they  could  exist  from  hour  to  hour, 
with  an  exhausted  Treasury,  and  a  depreciated 
credit.  It  is  in  vain  to  expect  a  well-conducted 
war  and  an  efficient  Administration,  unless  we 
provide  money  and  men  to  produce  both. 

Sir,  gentlemen  talk  of  this  General  Government 
as  if  it  were  a  self-sunported  superior  being;  some 
abstract  and  indepenaent  power  i  some  cu»ud-en* 
throned  Hercules,  on  whom  we  are  to  depend  for 
overcoming  our  difficulties,  without  any  exertion 
of  our  own.  What  is  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  but  an  aggregate  of  the  physical 
power  and  wealth  of  the  people  at  large?  It  is 
from  those  it  derives  its  strength  and  its  energy; 
and  if  those  are  withheld,  I,  for  one,  shonld  nlte 
to  know  what  means  gentlemen  would  propose 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  that  strength  and 
energy.  Sir,  you  might  as  well  wither  this  arm 
by  a  powerful  spell,  and  stop  the  current  of  blood 
that  flows  in  these  veins,  and  then,  when  the  arm 
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was  rendered  powerless,  and  the  heart  ceased  to 
beat,  deride  the  body  for  being  inert  and  mo- 
tionless. \ 

There  is  but  one  way  of  giving  energy  to  a  free 
Government  that  I  know  of,  and  that  is  by  being 
liberal,  not  reckless,  of  the  public  resources;  and 
it  is  the  special  doty  of  this  House,  charged  as  it 
is  with  that  distribution,  to  be  careful,  while  it 
guards  the  public  wealth  from  waste,  and  the 
people  of  this  free  country  from  oppression,  to 
give  to  the  Government  the  means  of  being  strong 
and  energetic. 

If  we  refuse  these  means,  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  who,  after  having  clamored  for  taxcts 
as  they  did  for  war,  and  afterwards  voted  against 
both,  oMy,  if  they  please,  charge  the  Administra- 
tion with  not  being  energetic;  they  may  attempt 
to  lift  the  load  of  respoiiaibility  from  themselves| 
bu^  it  will  cling  to  them  with  the  pertinacity  ot 
some  natural  deformity ;  and,  though  they  may 
perchance  deceive  themselves,  those  who  trace 
effects  r^ht  home  to  their  true  causes,  will  point 
to  this  House,  which,  with  a  most  prodigal  econ- 
omy,  refused  to  bestow,  what  it  was  content  the 
Government  should  borrow,  at  a  rate  of  interest 
beyond  what  any  individual  who  was  not  desper- 
ate in  fortune  and  reputation  ever  paid. 

I  came  not  here,  sir,  aa  the  advocate  of  any 
Administration  whatever,  but  as  an  agent  from 
the  part  of  the  country  I  represent  to  promote, 
according  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  the  public 
good.  Still,  I  think  it  the  part  of  every  honest 
man  to  vindicate  the  rulers  of  his  free  choice, 
when  he  thinks  they  are  unjustly  calumniated. 
Neither  do  I  impeach  any  man's  motives  in  say- 
ing, that  when  gentlemen  accuse  the  Executive 
with  want  of  energy,  they  may  as  well  go  a  little 
further,  and  accuse  the  body  of  not  taking  care 
of  the  limbs,  when  the  limn  have  refused  to  do 
their  office. 

It  is  this  mistaken,  this  fatal  economy,  that  ac- 
counu  for  the  ill  conduct  of  the  war.  of  which 
gentlemen  every  day,  and  on  all  occasions,  com- 
plain.  No  matter  what  may  be  the  subject  before 
us,  we  are  eondemned  on  every  question  to  hear 
a  repetition  of  the  same  arguments.  The  clock 
does  not  strike,  or  the  sentinel  walk  his  rounds, 
more  regularly  than  some  gentlemen  go  the  sing- 
song round  ot  "  unjust,  unnecessary,  and  junnatu- 
ral  war."  They  are  continually  reminding  us  of 
the  unfortunate  cook,  who,  for  want  of  a  little 
genius  to  diversify  his  dinner^  every  day  served 
up  the  same  dull  round  of  ''  three  roasted  pigs, 
three  buttered  apple  pies."  Whenever  they  are 
asked  for  men  or  money,  they  either  fly  out  into 
a  passion  and  scold  the  Administration  roundly, 
or  they  resort  to  as  many  excuses  as  a  miser 
dunoed  for  some  miserable  pittance.  One  gen- 
tlemen will  not  give  his  money,  because  his  sec- 
tion of  the  Union  is  not  represented  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  Why,  sir,  this  is 
the  first  time  that  I  have  ever  heard  the  doctrine 
of  the  union  of  taxation  and  represeptation  nar- 
rowed down  to  such  misersble  localities.  If  such 
a  principle  is  to  be  introduced  into  this  House, 
there  is  not  a  measure  that  may  not  be  opposed 
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on  tliis  grooiid.  Brery  Sttte  most  be  represented 
in  each  eommittee ;  and  the  josiling  of  loeal  in- 
terests, local  prejudices,  and  local  partialities, 
would  in  all  probability  mbst  effectually  prerent 
any  well  dig^ted  report  from  ever  being  made  to 
this  House. 

Sir.  it  is  here,  on  this  floor,  that  the  final  de- 
cision on  every  report  is  made ;  and,  so  lon^  as 
any  member  of  this  House  can  here  freely  deliver 
his  sentiments  and  utter  his  objections  in  lan- 
guage that  suits  either  the  suavity  or  malignity 
of  his  own  disposition,  it  does  appear  to  me  a 
matter  of  perfect  indifferenee  whether  his  section 
of  the  Union  is  represented  in  the  committee 
or  not 

Sir,  I  repeat  again,  it  is  this  mistaken  economy 
which,  by  withholding  what  is  necessary,  renders 
what  it  bestows  almost  useless,  that  aecounts  for 
the  alleced  bad  conduct  of  the  war,  on  which 
the  gennemen  dwell  with  such  wonderful  and 
Incessant  pertinacity.  Not  having  money,  the 
Gk>vernment  could  not  procore  men;  and  not 
having  men,  Ihey  could  not  undertake  any  ex- 
tensive and  splendid  enterprise.  And  this,  in  my 
opinion,  is  all  the  bad  conduct  that  can  be  prop- 
erly charged  upon  the  Administration.  Even 
thus  circumscribed  by  our  jealous  economy,  what 
one  advantage  has  the  enemy  gained,  except  the 
solitary  one  of  injuring  this  capital?  And  that, 
in  a  national  point  of  view,  as  affecting  the  spirit 
of  the  nation,  has  been  rather  a  good  than  an  evil. 
Something  was  necessary  to  rouse  the  dormant 
spirit  of  the  nation,  and  this  has  effectually  done 
it.  But  even  this  disaster  is  to  be  attributed  to 
our  own  imprudence-~not  in  expending  but  with- 
holding the  public  resources.  The  want  of  money, 
so  imperiousljr  felt  at  the  Treasury,  which  pre- 
vented the  raising  of  men,  prevented  the  possi- 
bility of  having  a  sufficient  force  ready  to  repel 
the  enemy  at  every  avenue  of  attack ;  it  prevented 
the  erecting  ci  necessary  fortifications  at  every 
vulnerable  point;  and  it  prevented  the  doing  any- 
thing, until  the  dangers  of  the  moment  called  the 
attention  of  the  Government  to  act. 

Unable  to  obtain  means  for  expendimres  that 
were  absolute  in  their  demand,  such  as  the  sub- 
Biscenee  of  troops,  the  supplying  arms,  ammoni- 
tioii,  ordnance,  elothiag,  dbc,  for  those  already 
employed,  and  for  erecting  fortifications  where  it 
was  conceived  they  were  immediately  wanted, 
tiiose  contingencies  that  were  apparently  remote 
were  not  taken  into  consideration ;  they  were  of 
ntcoBsity  neglected ;  and  hence  the  opportunity 
given  to  the  enemy  to  make  an  incursion  into 
this  place;  and  here  we  are  to  look  for  the  cause 
of  the  inefficiency  of  the  present  Administration. 
We  did  not  provide  in  time  the  means  to  enable 
them  to  be  efficient;  and  any  Administration 
would  have  been  inefficient  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances. 

I  urge  these  remarks  on  this  House,  consider- 
ing it  a  thinking,  reflecting,  body ;  a  co-ordiaate 
branch  of  the  Qovemment;  and  equally  bound 
with  the  Executive,  in  the  laws  that  are  framed, 
to  consult  the  interests  and  promote  the  safety  of 
the  people.    When,  theiefore,  we  accuse  the  kx- 


eeotive  of  not  performing  what  we  did  not  afford 
him  the  means  to  perform,  we  either  treat  him 
unjustly,  or  we  virtually  declare  ourselves  mere 
automatons,  to  be  directed  by  his  will,  which  is 
notoriously  not  the  case.  Sir,  let  us  try  to  do 
better  in  future.  Let  us  provide  ample  means  to 
insure  success,  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  can 
we  hold  the  Bxeevtive  rceponsiUe  far  disaster 
and  disgrace. 

Sir,  this  is  not  a  time  to  talk,  but  to  act.  "^hen 
our  Army  is  composed  of  a  mere  lundfol  of  men. 
and  our  Treasury  empty,  so  that  it  eaniiot  provide 
for  this  gallant  handtul ;  when  an  eseaay,  power- 
ful and  aetive,  is  beating  agaiast  our  afaMMres  Uke 
the  strong  wave  of  the  ocean ;  whea  eveiythhtf 
is  at  stake ;  when  persood  safoty,  praper^,  m 
evervtbing  valuaUe,  and  everythiag'  de»r  to  «, 
lie  all  exfosed  to  the  mercy  of  raMneatarir  «vcau; 
and  when,  in  the  laanoage  of  Soripture,  we  msf 
emphatically  say,  *^  we  know  net  wliat  a  dmj  nay 
briof  forth,"  surely,  such  is  not  the  momeM  for 
parsimonious  feelings  in  nising  taxes,  or  for  forced 
construetioiis  to  defoat  iheoMaas  for  taiai^  mea. 
If  we  are  parsimonious  now,  the  next  y«ar  every- 
thing is  to  be  dona  over  again ;  die  same  expnise 
is  to  be  repeated,  and  the  same  rasttic  nisnrir  Sir, 
this  is  the  way  to  exhaust  a  eomicry  without  pro- 
ducing one  siDj^le  good.  It  vettdefs  k»  saerinecB 
of  no  avail ;  it  is  offeriag  op  vlctiais  widiout  a 
hope  that  the  offering  will  beneoepled ;  it  is  bleed- 
ing a  little  everyday,  till  the  patient  is  exhaosted, 
while  the  disease  remains. 

The  motion  was  farther  opposed  by  Messrs. 
FoasTTH.  Tao0p  and  BnAnLsr,  and  advocated 
by  Mr.  ORoevsNoa. 

AAer  refusing  several  times  to  adjourn,  the 
question  on  the  motion  for  indefinite  postpone- 
ment was  decided  as  foUows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Mssnchosetts,  Bajly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbniy,  Bnekearidge,  Brig- 
ham,  Borwell,  Caperton,  Chsrapioii,  CBley,  Cooper, 
Ciilpeper,  DaTsnport,  Davis  of  Maanehnsells,  Drnvu  of 
Pennsyhrania,  Ely,  Chwton,  Oiosfeoor,  fisle,  Header* 
son,  Jackson  of  IQiode  Istuid,  Kent  of  New  Yoik, 
King  of  Maasaehnsetts,  Law,  Lewia,  Loveti,  Maikell. 
Miller,  Moselej,  Oakley,  Pearaoa^  Pickeriag,  Fitkin, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  WiWaa  Reed*  Buggiaa,  Sohom. 
man,  ahs<Eey,  Bbipheid,  Skiaaer,  Baaith  of  New  York, 
Staaiinl,  Stockton,  Bta^sea,  Taggait,  "Hiompaoa, 
Voae,  Ward  of  Mssaachnsetts,  Wei«ter»  Wheatoa, 
White,  WUcox,  and  Wilson  of 


Navs— Measn.  Ateumder,  AlalaB,  Aadeiaon,  Ar- 
cher, AvBiy,  Baihoar,  Besd^  Baiaett,  Biaea,  Boata, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Batler,  Caldwell,  Galhoua.  Cuuieo, 
ChappeUf  Clark,  Cloptoa,  Gosastock,  Condiet,  Conaid, 
Ctawibnl,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cathbeit,  DeM^elles, 
Desha,  Davall,  Esrle,  Eppes,  Fisk  of  Venaont,  Fiak  of 
New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholsoo,  Good* 
wyn,  Oourdin,  Griffin,  Harris,  Hasbrottcfc,  Hawes, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  IngeisoU, 
Ingham,  Irring,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virgiiiie,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  JCent  of  Maiylsud,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilbonm,  King  of  North  Carolina,  LeBertMf 
Lowndes,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKiai,  Mc- 
Lean, Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormiiiy,  Par- 
ker, Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Penasjriranisu 
Rheaof  Tennessee,  Ridi,  Roane,  Robertaonb  ^^  8ey- 
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bert,  8lMip,  SmiUi  of  PeaMFlraiiiat  Smith  of  VtrginMv 
TaoiiehiiU  Taylor,  T«lf«ir,  Tioop,  Udree,  Ward  of  N«w 
Jentj,  WilliaoM,  Wilson  of  Penoaylvaiiia,  Wright, 
and  Yaacey — d5. 

Two  or  throe  ioeffecciwl  attempta  were  thea 
made  to  adjourn. 

The  <|ue8t40B  being  tben  slated  on  concur- 
ring  In  (b«  first  •araendmeox -to  tHe  bill,  as  agreed 
to  in  Comanittee  of  the  Whole,  which  ameiMi- 
OMAC  authoriees  the  President  to  eali  direetlj  on 
the  ofitecrs  of  militia  in  case  of  the  refusal  of  the 
Gtovernors  of  the  States  to  aid  in  the  execution 
of  the  law — 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  a  short  time 
In  opposition  to  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
this  amendment,  and  agreed  to— For  the  ameud- 
oient  87,  agalnzst  it  42,  as  follows: 

Y&At — ^Meaws.  Alexander,  AlstOB»AiideiaQiif  Arafaei, 
▲vary*,  Baihoor,  Baid,  Baraali^  Bines,  Bowen,  Biewn, 
Bvtler,  Oaldweili  Calhoim,  Ch«»peU,  Glaik,  Gloptoi, 
Comstoek,  Gondict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Craighlott, 
Croudi,  Cuthbert,  Benojellea,  Desha,  Earle,  Bppea, 
Fiak  of  Vermont,  Fiak  of  Xew  York,  Fomer,  Forajth, 
Franklin,  Gholaon,  Goodwyn,  Gonrdin,  Griffin,  Harria, 
Healiiaiick^  Hawea,  Hopkbis  of  Kentaeky,  Hubbard, 
Homphreja,  Inmaoll,  Injham,  Irring,  Irwin,  Johnaon 
of  Virginia,  Johnaon  of  Sentocky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kerahaw,  Kilboom,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Lellerta,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  MeCoy,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleaaanta,  Rea  of  Pennsylrania,  Hhea 
of  Tenneaaee,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sharp,  Skinner, 
Seaitfa  of  PennayWania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Tellair,  IJdiee,  Ward  of  New  Jeraey,  Williama, 
Wilaoa  of  PennaylvaBta,  and  Yancey    87. 

Nayo— Meaars.  Bayliea  of  Maaaaehnaelta,  Bigelow, 
Boyd*  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breekenridge,  Brighan*  Ca- 
parten*  Champsan,  Cooper,  Colpeper,  Davia  of  Maaaa- 
chwanta,  Bly,  Gaafeon,  Grasveoor,  Hale,  Hendersoa, 
Jaolapnof  Rhode  Ialaa4  Kingof  Maaaachwetta,  Lewia, 
Lovett,  Maoon,  MiUer,  Moaelay,  Piekering,  Pitkin, 
Johai  Reed,  Wiiliam  Reed,  Rich,  Rogglea,  SchoremaA, 
Shefiey,  Stanfiird,  Stuigea,  Thompaon,  Voee,  Ward  of 
Maaaaehnsetts,  Webater,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilaon  of 
Maaaachuaetta,  and  Wright— 43. 

The^ueatioa,  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  MiLtLBB,  io 
iMijiNiro  (at  e  (QPelock)  wsa  ihea  uken  by  yeas 
and  naya^^  the  HXitian  53,  agBinat  it  75* 

Mr.LBwWyOf  Vifffioia,  then  mo  red  to  poat- 
)paae  tbc  btU  and  anaeadlaieais  to  IdoBday.^Ne- 
gmti'Tod. 

The  House  tfhea  proceeded  to  consider  and 
sepafBietf  to  agree  to  all  the  ame«dflaenla  re- 
ported by  the  Comioittee  of  the  Whole.  That 
amendment  made  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bppes,  to  reduce  the  term  of 
service  of  the  militia  to  be  draughted  from  two 
years  to  one  year,  was  agreed  to  by  the  followiog 
vote : 

Ybas— Meaars.  Alexander,  Alston,  Barbour,  Bard, 
Bayliea  of  Maaaachuaetta,  Bradboiy,  Bradley,  Breck- 
•Bridge,  Brigbam,  Burwell,  Batler,  Caperton,  Cannon, 
Clopton,  Colpeper,  Cuthbeii,  Deaha,  Ely,  ^&^  ^'«^ 
•f  Varmont,  Fraaklio,  Gaaton,  Gholsou,  Goodwyn, 
Groeirenor,  Hale,  Harfia,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hom- 
phieya,  Johnaon  of  Vixginia,  Kaonady,  Keni  of  Maiy- 


land.  Kerr,  King  of  Maaaachuaetta,  Lewia,  Lovett, 
Lowndea,  Macon,  McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,  Moaeley, 
Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleaaanta,  John  Reed,  Rich,  Roane, 
Rogglea,  Seybert,  SheiTey,  Skmner,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Sunford,  Voae,  Ward  of  Maaaaehnsetts,  Ward  of  New 
JerMy,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Maaaachuaetta,  and 
Wright^-63. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Arery,  Bamett, 
Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell, 
Clark,  Comatock,  Condiot,  Consrd,  Crawford,  Crngh* 
ion.  Crouch,  BenoyeUea,  Fiak  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Goordin,  Griffin,  Hasfarouck,  Hopkioaof  Kaa> 
iucky,  Hubbard,  lageraoU,  Ingham,  Irring,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerslmw,  KUboum,  King  of 
North  CacoUaia,  LeflerU.  LyIe,  McKim,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Rea  of  Pena- 
nia,  Rhea  of  Tenneseee,  Bobertaon,  Sage,  Slmrp, 
Smith  of  PennsylTania,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  TeUnr, 
Udree,  Webater,  Williama,  Wilaon  of  Pennaylvania, 
and  Ifancey — 67. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Macon,  far- 
ther to  amend  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  quotas  assigned  to  each  of  the  States, 
and,  in  lieu  thereof^  to  insert: 

From  New  Hampshire  -  •  .  •  3,1:00 
From  Maasachuaetta  -  •  .  •  10,036 
From  Rhode  laland  ....  1,100 
From  Conneeticot  -        •        .        .        .    3,730 

From  Vermont d,08B 

From  New  York 1B,405 

From  New  Jersey  -  •  -  -  •  3,087 
From  PennsylTania         ....  10,66B 

From  Delaware 803 

From  Maryland 8,806 

From  Virginui 7,697 

From  North  CaroUna  ....  5^17 
From  South  Caralina  ....  8,870 
From  Georgia  •  •  •  •  •  1^76 
From  Kentucky      •       .       •       •        .    4^085 

From  Tennesaee 8,786 

From  Ohio 8,860 

From  Louisiana 438 


And  the  yeas  and  nays  hnyiBg  been  required 
on  thia  motion,  the  House  at  length  adjourned, 
A  little  before  8  o'clock,  after  a  aitting  of  nearly 
ten  hours. 


Monday,  December  18. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  PcnasvlTania, 
Amos  Slaymaksr,  appeared,  produced  bis  cre- 
dentials, and  took  his  seat,  in  tne  place  of  James 
WhitehiU,  resigned;  the  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  being  first  admin- 
istered to  him. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  sundry  merchants,  and  other  citizens  of 
New  York,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a 
general  bankrupt  law ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  T.  said,  he  bad  desired  the  reading  of  this 
memorial,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention 
of  the  House  more  particularly  to  a  subject  of  the 
utmost  importance.  Among  the  signatures  to 
that  petition  were  the  names  of  persons  who  had 
contributed  millions  to  the  revenue,  and  of  others 
who  had,  within  a  short  time,  bestowed  thousanda 
of  dollars  on  ehariuble  institutions;  men  than 
whom  there  were  none  mM®  respeetnlilA  in  thie 
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nation.  Thej  look  to  Congress  alone  for  relief 
from  the  difficulties  into  which  they  have  been 
plunged  by  the  recent  embarrassments  of  cooa- 
meree ;  by  whom  alone  they  can  be  relieved,  if 
the  recent  decision  of  the  circuit  court  of  Penn- 
sylvania be  confirmed,  &c.  He,  therefore,  moved 
toat  the  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
OD  the  Judiciary. — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Eppbb.  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  anu  Means,  reported  a  bill  tcv  provide 
additional  revenue  for  defraying  the  eipeoses  of 
the  Government  and  maintaining  the  public 
credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  within  the  United 
States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting 
the  same ;  twice  read,  and  pommitted. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  J.  C. 
Huriburt  having  been  reported  without  amend- 
ment, was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  House  then  took  up  for  consideration  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  carriage  duty 
bill ;  which  were  agreed  to. 

DISTILLED  SPIRITS. 

Mr.  Eppeb,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  laying  a  duty  on  distilled 
spirits,  made  a  report  thereon.  Several  of  the 
amendments  having  been  agreed  to.  the  question 
was  then  stated  on  agreeing  to  that  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  which  proposes  to  strike  out  the 
section  allowing  distillers  to  sell  any  quantity  not 
leas  than  one  gallon  of  the  liquor  they  distil. 

f The  section  thus  proposed  to  be  struck  out  of 
the  bill  was  originally  inserted,  in  the  House,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Groi^om,  of  Virginia,  who, 
with  others,  contended  that  the  law,  as  it  now 
stood,  had  a  most  inconvenient  and  even  oppressive 
operation  on  the  people  in  the  particular  part  of 
the  country  in  which  he  resided,  many  of  whom 
did  not  distil  to  the  quantity  which  they  are  by 
law  allowed  to  dispose  of,  and  who  were  now  pre- 
cluded from  selling  enough  of  the  liquor  they 
distil,to  enable  them  to  pay  xhe  tax  on  it.] 

The  proposition  to  strike  out  this  sectioD  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Gbolbon  and  Mr.  Eppeb,  Mr. 
McKbb  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Macon  of  North  Car- 
olina, Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Pickenb  of 
Nona  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Inoham  of  Pennsylva- 
nia; and  supported  by  Mr.  McKim  of  Maryland, 
Mr.  Ward  and  Mr.  John  Reed,  of  Massachu- 
setts, Mr.  FisK  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Potter. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  amendment, 
which  goes  to  strike  out  this  section,  was  decided 
in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays,  which  exhibit- 
ed the  following  result:  For  the- amendment  71, 
against  it  81,  as  follows : 

Ybab — Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Aveiy,  Baylies  of 
Massachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  fiigelow,  Bines, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Butler,  Champion,  Cilley,  Comstock,  Cox,  Crawford, 
Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Denoyelles, 
Ely,  Fiik  of  New  York,  Geddes,  Glasgow,  Gourdin, 
Orosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Henderson,  Howell,  In- 
gersoU,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lorett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  McKim,  Miller, 
Moore,   Moseley,   OaUey,    Pickering,   Potter,  John 


Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Robertson,  Rogglest 
Schnreman,  Seybert,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  Toik* 
Stockton,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Toset 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster^ 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilfiatea,  Wilson  of  Maisa^iuettSf 
Winter,  and  Wright. 

Navs — Measra.  Alesaader,  Abftoa,  Barbow,  Bard, 
Bamett,  Bowen,  Brown,  B vweU*  CapeitoB,  Caldwsiip 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Cbappell,  Clark,  Clapton,  Cenaid, 
Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cutliber^  Davis  of  PenosjWaBia« 
Desha,  Dnvall.  £arle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Fairow,  Find- 
ley,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gbolaonv  Goodvyn, 
Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham»  Irwin,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, King  of  North  Carolina,  Leffints,  Lyle,  Maoon, 
McCov,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Mnrfree,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pearson,  Fl^ena,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Shefiey,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanfoid,  Stnarf,  Tknne- 
hill,  Telfair,  Troop,  Udree,  White,  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Yanoey. 

All  the  amendments  (this  one  excepted)  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  returned  to  the  Senare. 

DESTRUCTION  OP  BOOKS  AND  PAPBR& 

Mr.  Pearson,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  se- 
lect committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter 
of  Patrick  Magruder,  respecting  the  destruction  of 
the  library  and  papers  belonging  to  the  office  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  Efouse  of  Representatives,  made 
a  report  thereon,  exhibiting  a  detailed  view  of  the 
circumstances  attending  the  loss  of  the  library, 
which  the  committee  conceive  might  have  been 
preserved  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  the  vouchers 
for  the  contingent  expenditures  of  the  House  of 
Representatives;  and  ooncluding  with  a  resolu- 
tion, that  be  be  credited  with  a  certain  sum,  as- 
certained to  have  been  expended  by  him  between 
the  14th  January,  1814,  and  the  day  on  which 
the  Capitol  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy.  The 
report  was  read  bv  Mr.  P.  in  bis  place,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printeo.    It  is  as  follows: 

That  the  committee  have  satjs&ctory  evidence  that 
the  library  of  Congress,  consisting  of  volumes  agreea- 
bly to  the  catalo^e  herewith  submittod,  was  destroyed 
by  the  enemy  on  the  84th  of  Angnsl  last ;  and,  also,  the 
manuscript  records,  papers,  and  secret  jonmala  of  Con- 
gress, meniioned  in  the  oonunuaicataon  sabmitted  to 
this  commitleo.    In  addition  lo  the  ascertainment  of 
those  facts,  the  committee  have  cooaidered  it  their  du- 
ty to  ibrm  and  ezpieos  soom  opinion  as  to  the  degree 
of  diligence  and  precaution  exercised  by  the  Clerk,  and 
those  in  his  employ,  to  prevent  the  loss  which  has 
been  sustained.    In  doing  this  they  have  taken  into 
consideration  the  threatening  aspect  of  the  enemy  in 
the  Chesapeake,  the  Potomac,  and  the  Patnzent,  al- 
most uniibrmly  from  the  month  of  June  to  the  period 
of  their  incursion  on  the  dty  of  Washington,  and  the 
apprehension  which  prevailed  on  this  subject,  as  de- 
veloped by  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
**  causes  of  the  success  of  the  enemy  in  his  recent  en- 
terprises against  this  metropolis,"  dkc      They  bsve 
also  referred  to  the  several  Heads  of  Departments,  and 
obtained  information  as  to  the  time  and  maooerof 
their  removing  and  securing  the  papen  and  effects  be- 
longing to  their  offices ;  which  mformation  the  com- 
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mittee  herawilh  sabmit  m  pan  of  their  report,  con- 
tained in  the  letters  marked  Noe.  1,  2,  3,  and  4;  from 
which  it  appears  that  measures,  preparatory  to  a  re- 
moTal  of  the  documents  belonging  to  the  several  De- 
partments, were  taken  as  early  as  the  20th  and  21st  of 
August,  and  the  removals  all  effected  by  the  22d; 
whereas  no  preparatory  measures  were  taken  to  secure 
the  library  and  papers  appertaining  to  the  office  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  or  any  efforts  made  to  pro- 
cure the  means  of  transportation  till  the  afternoon  of 
the  22d  of  August;  after  which  time  the  committee 
were  convinced  that  the  means  of  transportation  were 
difficult  to  obtain,  if  not  impracticable. 

As  to  the  absence  of  the  Clerk  on  account  of  indis- 
position, as  alleged,  the  committee  have  not  examined 
as  to  the  particular  nature  and  extent  of  that  indispo- 
sition. They  will  only  say  that  it  was,  or  ought  to 
have  been,  serious  and  alarming,  to  have  justified  his 
absence  under  the  circumstances  which  then  existed. 
The  committee  are,  therefore,  oonairained  to  express 
the  opinion,  that  due  precaution  and  diligence  were 
not  exercised  to  prevent  the  destruction  and  loss  which 
has  been  sustained. 

In  relation  to  the  remainiag  subject  of  inquiiy  snb- 
nitted  to  the  committee^  vis:  the  amoont  of  money 
paid  OB  acooant  of  the  contincent  expenses  of  the 
HooM,  since  the  flist  of  JaBwiy  last,  for  whieh  the 
Clerk  ought  to  be  credited,  (the  original  vouchers  hav- 
ing been  deatioyed  in  the  oonflagration  of  the  Gapitel,) 
the  oonimittee  have  no  reason  to  disbelieve  the  state- 
ment of  the  Clerk,  and  his  deputies,  as  to  the  destme- 
tion  of  the  vouchers  alluded  to.    They  have,  however, 
experienced  much  difficulty,  delay,  and  embarrassment, 
in  their  endeavors  to  ascertain  and  adjust  the  accounts 
of  the  Clerk,  so  as  to  do  justice  between  the  publie 
and  the  individual.    This  task  was  the  more  arduous 
and  unpleasant,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  Clerk 
himself  disavowing  any  knowledge  of  the  pecuniary 
transactions  of  hu  office,  and  referring  the  committee 
to  his  chief  derk.  Colonel  George  Magruder,  who,  on 
application,  appeared  equally  unable  or  unwilling  to 
enter  into  such  a  specification  of  the  accounts  and  ex- 
penditures as  would  enable  the  committee  to  form  any 
prohable  result.    He  presented  a  general  statement, 
(herewith  submitted,  marked  M,)  by  which  it  appeared 
that  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  stood 
charged  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  with  the  sum  of 
$60,863  16,  and  that  he  claimed  credit  for  f  48,000, 
for  expenditures  for  contingent  expenses  of  the  House, 
from  January,  1814,  to  2dd  August  of  the  same  year; 
leaving  a  balance  due  the  United  States,  on  that  day, 
of  $2,863  16.     The  committee  considering  this  al- 
leged amount  of  expenditure  as  being  very  great  and 
ttoprecedented,  for  the  same  length  of  time,  and  pre- 
suming, as  the  Clerk  was  able  to  state  a  particular  sum 
expended,  and  a  small  amount  remaining  in  his  hands 
on  the  day  his  vouchers  were  destroyed,  he  might, 
from  the  same  data  which  produced  the  results  stated, 
by  the  aid  of  his  recollection,  the  assistance  of  the 
clerks  in  his  office,  and  the  officers  of  the  House,  and 
especially  by  reference  to  the  bank  or  banks  in  which 
lus  pttbUc  deposites  were  kept,  and  individuals  to 
whom  Uie  principal  payments  were  made,  furnish  such 
specific  statements  as  would  have  enabled  the  commit- 
tee to  form  a  reasonable  opinion  as  to  the  correctness 
of  the  general  statement  which  had  been  presented, 
they  deemed  it  their  duty  to  require  a  statement  of  the 
principal  items  of  ordinary  expenditure,  and  the  names 
of  persona  who  had  furnished  them ;  this  infonnation 


was  ultimately  obtained  by  the  admission  of  the  chief 
clerk*  the  information  of  other  of&eers  of  the  House, 
and  the  knowledge  which  the  committee  themselves 
had  of  the  meet  considerable  objects  of  expenditme. 
All  of  which  are  stated  in  the  aecount  herewith  pre- 
sented, marked  A.  The  Clerk  was  then  requested  to 
ascertain,  from  such  sources  as  seem  practicable,  the 
sums  paid  on  aceount  of  those  several  items  of  expend- 
iture; some  of  which  they  know  he  could  ascertain 
with  certainty,  and  most  of  which  with  probable  ac- 
curacy. In  compliance  with  this  request  the  commit- 
tee were  furnished  with  the  statement  ma^ed  B. ;  the 
principal  items  of  which  are — 

To  paying  Messrs  Way  and  Weightman,  for  printing 

and  stationery         ....     $25,600  10 

To  paying  messengers  of  the  House     -  2,684  60 

The  committee  having  obtained  from  the  Treosuiy 
Department  a  copy  of  the  last  settlement  made  by  tM 
Clerk,  on  the  I4th  January,  1814,  on  account  of  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  House  of  Representatives^ 
and  having  examined  the  books  of  Messis.  Wst  and 
Weightman,  as  also  the  eashiere  of  the  Bank  of  Wash« 
ington  and  the  Union  Bank  of  Oeoinetowa,  are  sati*» 
fied  that  the  sum  of  $3,539  53  ought  to  be  deducted 
firom  the  $26,600  10,  charged  for  printing  and  sUtioa* 
ery  in  the  account  rendered  by  the  deiks,  and  marked 
B,  as  aforesaid.  The  same  having,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  been  already  allowed*  and  indnded  in 
the  settlenfent  with  the  Treasury  on  the  14th  of  Jann- 
aiT,  1814  {  which  settlement  the  committee  henwith 
suomit,  marked  T. 

The  charge  in  account  B,  lor  the  pay  of  measengen 
for  the  House,  is  manifestly  incorrect,  and  exceeds 
their  proper  allowance  by  the  sum  of  $618  66. 

The  committee  having  allowed  all  other  charges  spe- 
cified and  claimed  by  the  Clerk,  and  having,  by  eveir 
means  in  their  power,  ascertained  the  items  with  which 
the  contingent  fund  is  chargeable,  and  made  the  mosi 
liberal  allowance  for  its  expenditure*  submit  the  state- 
ment, marked  A,  as  the  result  of  their  inquiry. 

From  which  it  appears  that,  on  settlement  with  the 
Treasuiy,  on  the  14th  January,  1814,  a  balance  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk  of  Uie  House  of 
RepresenUtives,  due  the  U.  States,  of  $6,574  87 

That,  from  the  14th  of  January,  1814,  to 
the  18th  April,  1814,  the  Clerk  di«w 
from  the  Treasuiy  the  sum  of    •        -    44,288  29 


Making  the  sum  of 


with  which  he  now  stands  charged  at  the 
Treasury. 

That  his  expenditures  since  the  above 
settlement,  and  such  as  the  committee 
presume  were  not  included  in  it,  on  ac- 
count of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
House,  to  the  19th  September,  1814, 
amount  to  the  sum  of        -        •        - 


-$50,863  16 


30,933  57i 


Leaving  a  balance  unaccounted  for  by  the 
Clerk,  and  due  the  United  SUtes*  of  $19,929  58 


The  committee  recommend  the  following  resolution: 
RtMohtd^  That  Patrick  Magruder,  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  RepresenUtives,  be  credited  at  the  proper  office  of 
the  Trwtfury  Department  with  the  sum  of  $30,933  57|, 
for  expenditures  on  aecount  of  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  House  of  RepresenUtives,  from  the  date  of  his 
last  settlement  to  the  19th  September.  1814. 
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JIntSHit  £h^onght&m 


DECBimvB,  1814. 


TmsAWBir  DB^Asnairr,  Nim.  6»  1814. 
Upon  ixufaky,  I  ftad  Aat  tii«  books  ond 
piporo  tpportMauig  to  tho  Tnmmy  wcio  pocked 
op  on  Bimdoy,  tfao  Slot  of  A«giut,  1814,  and  lont  off 
IB  tbo  Afternoon  of  Ibe  foHoiving  dey. 

It  is  ilso  ststed  to  me  thet  much  diftenlCjf  w«s  not 
espeiieaoed  in  proenring  oamogos  to  tnmsport  tfie 
books  end  pspofs ;  and  Ihot,  in  Aet^  two  wagons,  SMfO 
than  were  erentnally  Ibund  neoessary,  were  engaged 
by  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeelA&Uy,  sir,  yonr 
moB%  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 
JosavH  PxABsoir,  Esq. 

Wab  Dxpabtxxht,  Nov.  21, 1^14. 

8i»:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yonr  letter  of 
the  Slot  instant,  rnqviring  at  what  time  the  pepen 
belonging  to  the  Department  of  Btate  were  removed 
previoQs  to  the  destrvetion  of  die  pablic  bnildtngs  in 
this  eityi  and  whether  it  was  practicable  for  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  have  obtained  the 
means  of  removing  the  library  and  papers  belonging 
to  that  House  m  the  Capitol  of  the  United  8utes 
vrtthin  the  space  of  three  mys  previons  to  that  event. 

Boving  left  tUs  city  on  the  Thursday  preceding  the 
S4th  of  Angust  for  the  neighboihood  of  Benedict,  and 
having  entered  it  aftnrwards^  momentarily  only,  prior 
to  the  84tfa,  I  have  no  knowledge,  from  pmoniA  obser- 
iMtiott,  of  tfw  meens  which  might  have  been  obtained 
by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the 
nmevial  of  the  library  and  documents  of  thit  branch 
of  the  Legislature. 

Apprehending,  when  I  left  the  dty,  that  the  docu- 
mento  belonging  to  the  Department  of  State  would  be 
In  danger,  I  gave  orders  that  thev  should  be  packed  up 
nnd  in  readiness  to  be  moved  on  notice  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy.  It  was  under  this  order,  and 
on  the  subsequent  notice,  which  was  oommunicated, 
that  tbey  were  removed  to  a  place  of  ssiety  on  the 
jttd  of  August 

I  hvm  undiflrtood  thait  the  ptpeis  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Wiur  were  likewise  removed  on  the  83d  of 
Agguit 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
obedient  lervant,  JAMBS  MONROH. 

HOB»  JOSBFR  PSABSOV,  H.  of  JP^M. 

Navt  Dxpabtxxxt,  ^09.  6,  1814. 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in 
your  note  of  yesterday,  requiring  **  such  information 
as  to  the  time  when  Uie  papers  of  this  Department 
were  packed  up  and  removea ;  and,  finally,  my  opin- 
ion as  to  the  practicability  of  obtaining  the  means  of 
conveyance,  for  three  days,  immediately  preceding  the 
destruction  of  the  Capitol  by  the  enemy,'*  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent  that,  having,  on  Saturday,  the  20th 
August  last,  directed  the  Chief  Clerk  of  this  Depart- 
ment to  prepare  lor  the  removal  of  the  books,  papers, 
and  eflbeti  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  to  procure 
she  necemary  transportation,  I  now  enclose  his  itate- 
ment  of  the  facts  and  ciroumktaneee  attending  the 
execution  of  my  order,  as  conveying  more  correct  in- 
ibrmation,  in  relation  to  the  sukijeet  of  your  inquiry, 
than  that  which  cornea  within  my  own  knowledge. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  lervant, 

A.  JONBS. 


Hon*  Josnn  Pmai 


CAoihMM,  4"^. 


Natt  Du^Amnmrr,  ilbe.  6,  ltl4^ 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  from  the  Secietary 
of  the  Navy,  to  prepare  lor  the  removal  and  safety  of 
the  public  documents  and  archives  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment, on  Saturday,  the  20th  day  of  August,  1 814, 
and  anticipatiog  a  difficulty  in  procuring  vragoos,  he 
sanctioned  the  transportation  1^  water,  in  boots  up  the 
Potomac  river. 

On  Sunday  three  of  the  clerks  were  employed  pack- 
ing up,  in  boies  and  trunks*  afl  the  books  of  teMrd^ 
paperiy  library,  maps,  charts,  plans,  statianay,  tro- 
phies, various  valuable  instruments,  paintings*  prima, 
dec,  ready  for  removal  on  the  next  day ;  and  in  the 
evening  of  Sunday,  the  31st  of  Augui^  two  river 
boats,  vrith  their  crews,  were  engaged  for  the  pmpoee 
at  the  ordinary  pay  and  wages. 

On  Monday,  the  23d  August,  two  of  the  dty  carts 
were  engaged,  and  all  the  boxes  and  articiea  in  the 
Navy  Department,  fheavy  dedu  and  fomiture  ex- 
cepted,) were  put  on  board  a  boat  at  the  nearest  wharf 
to  the  officee,  and  at  4  P.  M.  proceeded  up  the  river  as 
rar  as  Qeorgeto w  n. 

In  the  forenoon  of  Monday,  the  tSd,  twu  large 
wagons  with  driven  prsaented  tfaemsehres  at  the  I^ 
partment  for  employ,  and  on  aeeount  of  the  pievisni 
anrangement  to  tiuneport  by  vrater,  diey  were  trus* 
foived  to  the  Acoountant  of  the  Navy  Depaitmeol, 
who  loaded  them  wMh  Ibe  eflbcce  of  his  oSee. 

On  Tueeday,  dis  3M  Augwrt,  the  Chief  OeA,  with 
one  of  the  oleifa  of  the  DepartsMnt,  peocoodod  up  the 
rivet  Potomac,  and  passed  through  the  locks  and  eenal 
to  a  plioe  of  safoty. 

There  was  no  ^AeoHy  in  procuring  men  beats 
and  men  enough  to  navigate  them  up  the  livier  above 
tho  MIs^  BBNJAMIN  HOMANS;  CMt. 

Tbbasubt  DxpAUYxurr, 
GeneroTLani  OffUCf  November  6, 1814. 

Si&;  In  the  absence  of  the  Commisaoner  I  have 
the  honor  to  reply  to  the  questions  in  your  letter  of 
yesterday. 

On  the  Sunday  preceding  the  deetruction  of  the 
public  buildings,  the  records  of  this  office  were  pre- 
pared for  removal. 

Od  Monday  wagons  were  procured  m,  tha  country, 
loaded  in  the  evening*  and  ue  records  removed  the 
same  night 

As  to  the  practicability  of  obtaining  the  means  of 
conveyance  on  other  roads  than  that  which  I  travelled 
I  cannot  form  an  opinion,  but  on  that  rond  I  found  no 
difficulty  in  procuring  what  I  wanted  for  this  eAoe  en 
that  day.    I  am,  veiy  respectfully, 

JOHN  GARDINER,  Chi^  Clerk. 

Hon.  J.  PxABeoH. 

[The  Ubles,  being  volwninoue,  are  omittod.] 

MILITIA  DRAUGHTS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  a  draught  of 
80,430  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  MaooN}  to  place  the  appor- 
tionment of  tlie  dratiybi  on  the  Mais  of  military 
strength  (or  free  white  population)  instead  of  the 
basts  of  repreaentation,  on  which  it  now  stands, 
being  under  coaaideration*-* 

Mr.  KsifNgDT  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  S|>eaker,  I  hare  geaerally  conl«nted  mveetf 
with  giving  a  silent  vote  on  most  of  the  sabjecta 
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DfiofiMBis,  1A14. 


MOUmDrmgf^B. 


H.  or  R. 


winch  b»iF«  bteo  piMonted  to  this  Home,  after 
besCowiDg  opoD  Uftem  the  best  eoosidkretioii  aa4 
the  moet  mature  refleetioa  I  was  able  to  do,agree- 
ahly  to  the  power*  which  it  has  been  mjr  lot  to 
posten;  bot  to  renaia  sileot  ooa  qnestion  which 
involres  the  beit  iatereste  of  lay  eoostitueots,  as 
well  aa  that  of  the  whole  Sovthera  coaotry,  I 
think  would  be  a  wanton,  if  not  a  criminal  ne- 
glect of  duty,  I  must  therefore  beg  to  be  excused 
for  troobliag  the  House  with  a  few  remarks. 

Sir,  I  hope  the  amendment  proposed  by  ray 
honorable  coUeagoe  (Mr,  Macon)  will  pre  rail. 
In  all  coalitions  or  unions  formed  by  independent 
sovetei^tt  Powers  for  the  attainment  ef  any  ob- 
ject which  leqaired  military  reqotsitions  or  requi- 
sitions of  money,  those  demands  bare  always  been 
made  upon  the  principles  of  military  strength, 
and  the  ability  to  pay,  and  not  in  proportion  to 
political  sirength  or  political  privileges  \  it  is  the 
usage  and  practice  of  the  worhi,  foondenl  in  eter^ 
nal  justice  end  plain  common  sense. 

In  the  late  coalition  between  Great  Bricmin  and 
the  Continental  Powers  against  the  French  Em- 

Sffor,  which  resulted  in  the  ovcKhrow  of  that 
onarch,  why  was  it  not  required  of  Sweden, 
who  possessed  all  the  political  prirtleges  of  a  free 
and  independent  nation,  tofumi^  as  maar  troops 
for  that  oh^et  as  Russia  or  Austria  f  The 
answer  is  obvious^  because  she  was  not  able,  her 
population  was  not  equal  to  the  task,  without  a 
great  sacrilee ;  it  could  not  he  done  without  per* 
haps  roinatid  destruction  to  the  State;  justice 
therefore  oaly  reqoihed  that  the  demand  npon  her 
should  be  made  in  pro^tion  to  her  military 
strength,  and  in  that  ratio  I  presume  her  troops 
were  furnished. 

The  same  principle  was  recognised  aad  prac* 
tiaed  by  the  Old  Congress,  uifdi^r  the  Articles  of 
Confederation ;  each  Smte  had  the  same  political 
strea^h,  as  to  aay  vois  in  that  bodf ,  yet  netwith* 
standng,  whenef  er  any  requisitioo  was  made  by 
them  upon  the  States  for  men,  it  was  always  in 
proportion  to  the  physical  strength  ef  the  States 
respectively,  and  not  lopreportioo  to  their  politi- 
cal rights,  as  independent  sorereign  Powers,  nor 
in  proportion  to  their  polkical  strength  in  the 
Qeneml  Ctorernment  of  the  nation;  aad  cTery 
requisition  for  money  eras  made  in  proportion  to 
their  ability  to  pay,  aad  not  in  any  other  ratio 
whaterer. 

Bot  the  ffentlemaa  from  New  York  (Mr.  Fibk) 
contends  that  a  call  for  militia  is  a  direct  tax  upon 
the  people,  and  ought  to  be  apportioned  among 
the  States,  respectirely,  according  to  the  number 
of  their  Representatives.  In  this  opinion,  I  pre* 
stune^  he  thinks  he  is  warranted  by  the  second 
section  of  the  first  srtfde  of  the  Constitution, 
which  says-*-**  Representatives  and  direct  taxes 
'  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  Stales 

*  which  may  oe  included  within  thisUnion  aecord- 
^  ittg  to  their  respective  ntiaibers,  which  shall  be 

*  determined  bjr  adding  to  the  whole  number  of 
'  free  persons,  including  these  bound  to  service 

*  for  a  tem  of  vears,  and  excluding  Indians  not 
^  taxed,  tbre^ftnhs  of  all  other  persons." 

This  straogoand'  alarming  doctriac  I  will  now, 


sir,  endeaTor,  to  examine  aad  rcAite.  A  call 
upon  the  States  for  miHtia  is  not  a  direct  tax  upeii 
the  people  within  the  spirit  aad  meaning  of  the 
Constitution,  otherwise  the  tax  would  have  to  be 
collected,  or  rather,  the  duty  would  have  to  be 
performed  according  to  renresentatioo,  ia  the  pre* 
CISC  manner  that  it  would  be  imposed ;  and  in 
order  to  see  the  impropriety  of  the  opinion  eon- 
tended  for,  we  have  only  to  look  at  the  ahiordftir 
to  which  the  doctrine  would  lead  us  if  pursueo. 
Suppose  an  attaek  is  made  by  the  enemy  on  New 
Orleans;  according  to  this  idea,  the  President 
would  be  bound  to  call  out  the  whole  draughted 
militia  from  every  State  and  Territory  within  the 
Union,  in  order  that  the  service  should  be  per- 
formedhn  the  proportion  that  it  was  imposed,  al- 
though one  half  of  the  number  might  aot  br 
wanted  for  the  object  |  or,  if  this  plan  should  br 
considered  too  expensive  and  inconvenient  to  the 
nation,  he  will  then  be  driven  to  the  altemativw 
of  ordering[  out  the  precise  number  wanted  for 
the  expedition  from  all  pans  of  the  Uniow.  But 
still  it  must  be  done  acoordiog  to  this  ratio  of  rep^* 
resentation,  the  inevitable  consequence  of  which 
would  be,  the  plaee  attacked  would  be  destroyed 
before  a  suficieat  farce  ooald  be  brought  to  le* 
lie^  It. 

If  this  reasoning  be  cotvect-^-and  I  presume  it 
cannot  be  denied'  -then  it  uiust  be  plainly  inferred, 
according  lo  the  docfrine  contended  for  by  that 
geatleman,  that  the  President  cannot  with  pro- 
priety order  out  «he  wholes  diau^ted  militia  from 
the  States  nearest  to  the  place  invaded ;  because, 
if  there  should  be  no  occasion  for  ordering  out 
the  remninder  of  the  requisition  before  a  restora- 
tion of  peace,  the  duty  cannot  be  perforoied,  ae- 
cording  to  representation.  From  which  it  is 
obvious,  if  this  opinion  is  persisted  in,  the  natton 
cannot  be  defended  by  the  militia ;  and,  in  reality, 
it  appdu-s  to  me  a  vain  and  idle  attempt,  and  be- 
yond the  power  of  man.  be  the  events  what  they 
may  in  respect  to  invasion,  considering  the  extent 
of  ear  country  and  the  differenee  in  the  distance 
each  detachment  has  to  march  over,  to  apportion 
the  actual  service  ef  the  sfeilitia  among  the  States 
according  to  representation,  like  direct  taxeft  or 
in  any  other  precise  proportion  whatsoever.  This 
subject,  therefbre,  was,  in  my  judgment,  very 
properl]r  left  to  the  sound  discretion  ef  Congress, 
who,  it  is  presumed,  will  lay  this  burden  upon  the 
States  as  nearly  equal,  upon  principles  of  justice, 
as  the  circumstances  of  the  eountrv  will  permit  \ 
and  no  plan  appears  to  me  so  consistent  to  those 
principles  as  the  one  which  makes  the  apportion- 
ment according  to  the  physical  strength  of  each 
State,  leaving  the  actual  service  to  be  controlled 
by  future  wsrnu. 

But,  before  I  leave  this  point.  I  Will  take  the 
liberty  to  add  one  more  remark.  Suppose  the 
President,  agreeably  to  his  power  under  the  act  of 
1795,  upon  a  sudden  and  pressing  emergency,  calls 
out  the  whole  militia  en  masse  from  one  of  the 
Northern  States ;  I  would  ask  any  gentleman,  nk 
order  to  comply  with  this  opinion,  how  are  they 
to  be  called  out  in  the  shtvebolding  States,  wtien 
the  whole  body  of  their  mltitia  if  called  upon  in 
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MUiHa  Drmighig. 


DBCBMVBEflSU. 


proportion  to  repreieDtation  is  not  toffieient  for 
the  purpose.  The  idea  realij  appears  to  me  so  ab- 
aurd  and  preposterous  that  it  will  not  even  do  to 
think  about. 

Some  gentlemen,  however,  are  of  opinion  that 
the  great  object  of  this  bill  is  to  raise  forty 
thousand  regular  troops;  that  Che  militia  part 
of  it  is  only  to  eoeree  the  people  to  raise  the 
troops  from  the  Government,  and  is  in  its  sfiirita 
direct  tax  upon  them,  and  ought  to  be  apportioned 
among  the  States  according  to  representation. 
Sir,  this  burden,  like  most  others,  if  gentlemen 
are  disposed,  may  be  compared  to  direct  taxes, 
and  although  in  its  bearing  and  operation  it  may 
have  the  resemblance  of  such  a  tax,  though  not  a 
direct  tax  in  reality,  yet  it  appears  to  me  clear 
that  if  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  must  be  dis- 
torted for  thts  purpose  the  utmost  extent  that  gen* 
tlemen  can  go  is  to  lay  the  additional  burden 
upon  the  slaveholding  States  only  in  that  propor- 
tion that  the  direct  tax  would  bear  to  the  wnole 
revenue  of  the  country ;  and  I  am  of  this  opinion, 
because  if  the  forty  thousand  troops  were  actuallv 
enlisted  and  paid  by  the  Qovernment,  one-seventn 
part  only  of  the  money  that  would  be  required 
for  that  purpose  would  be  raised  firoih  the  people 
by  direct  taxes,  agreeably  to  the  system  of  taxa* 
tion  we  are  about  to  adopt  the  present  session ; 
then  if  the  slaveholding  States  most  have  an  ex* 
traordinary  burden  laid  upon  them,  that  excess  of 
burden  ought  only  to  be  one-seventh  part  of  the 
difference  between  a  calculation  made  upon  the 
score  of  free  population,  and  a  calculation  on  the 
ground  of  representation,  and  not  the  whole  of 
that  difference,  according  to  the  provision  of  the 
bill  which  is  moved  to  he  stricken  out* 

But  suppose  in  exercising  the  delegated  power 
"  to  call  forth  the  militia"  it  does  not  operate  as  a 
lever  to  the  execution  of  another  delegated  power 
"  to  raise  armies,"  in  the  manner  as  I  presume 
was  contemplated  by  some  gentlemen,  and  the 
probability  of  its  having  that  effect  appears  to  be 
considerably  lessened  by  the  chanae  the  bill  has 
undergone,  in  altering  the  term  of  service  from 
two  years  to  twelve  months;  then  the  bill  will  re- 
ault  in  nothing  but  a  plain,  common  militia  bill, 
the  impropriety  of  apportioning  which  among  the 
States  according  to  representation,  under  such  a 
Uw,  I  think  I  have  already  sufficiently  shown. 

And  I  now  contend,  sir,  that  no  part  of  this 
bill  imposes  a  direct  tax  upon  the  people,  within 
the  letter,  spirit,  or  meaning  of  the  Constitution. 
I  know  that  any  inconvenience  may  figuratively 
be  called  a  tax;  but  are  we  to  impose  burdens 
upon  the  people  by  tropes  or  figures,  or  are  we 
bound  by  the  principles  contained  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  our  country?  I  say  that  this  is  no 
direct  tax;  because  the  militia,  when  called  into 
active  service,  receive  a  compensation  for  their 
trouble,  and  it  never  was  known  for  the  people 
to  be  reimbursed  in  a  pecuniary  manner  by  their 
Government  for  any  tax  imposed  upon  them: 
auch  an  idea  is  totally  inconsistent  with  the  char- 
acter of  a  direct  tax. 

And  although  a  part,  or  the  whole  of  the  forty 
thousand  regular  troops  should  be  raised  by  the 


provisions  of  the  bill,  it  will  not  on  tint  account 
operate  as  a  direct  tax  upon  the  people,  because 
they  are  not  bound  to  raise  them.  It  will  be  a 
mere  voluntary  act,  and  amounts  to  nothing  more 
than  a  commutation  with  the  Govern  meet  for 
militia  service — ^in  other  words,  a  purehase  of 
exemption  during  the  war,  from  that  militia  doty 
which,  by  the  institutions  of  our  cottotry,  every 
free  man  is  liable  to  perform. 

But  why  should  we  have  recourse  to  aifuoieot 
to  show  what  a  direct  tax  is,  when  the  Constitu- 
tion itself  furnishes  a  plain  solution  to  the  qnes- 
tioni  The  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  says. 
*'  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  eo^ 
'  lect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  exeiaoiL  lo  pay  tfa« 
'  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and 

*  general  welfare  of  the  United  States;  but  all 

*  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  shall  be  uaiform 
^  throughout  the  United  States."  From  the  plain 
import  and  meaning  of  these  words,  nothing  pro- 
perly can  be  understood,  but  a  grant  of  power  to 
raise  money,  and  a  speeiflcation  of  the  parposes 
to  which  it  should  be  applied.  But,  sir,  if  the 
idea  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  is  a  cor- 
rect one,  that  a  call  of  the  militia  is  a  direct  ux 
upon  the  people,  then  it  will  follow,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  that  the  debts  of  the  United  Slates 
might  be  paid  in  men ;  a  doctrine  too  monstrous 
ever  to  be  thought  of  in  a  free  coantry. 

Sir,  the  words  ''to  pay  the  debts  and  provide 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of 
the  United  States,"  do  not  contain  a  separate  and 
distinct  delegation  of  power,  agreeably  to  the  idea 
advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
HoPKiifs)  yesterday  on  another  occasion,  but 
only  relate  to  the  application  of  money,  arising 
out  of  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  imposed 
by  Congress;  and  this  is  the  old  Bqwbliean  and 
true  doctrine.  Then  it  must  follow,  if  draoghr- 
ed  militiamen,  by  any  construction  whatever,  ^re 
taxes,  those  taxes  are  applicable  tQ  the  payment 
of  the  public  debts,  the  absurdity  of  which  doe- 
trine  must  be  oh? ious  to  every  person. 

I  think  this  part  of  my  argument  might  be 
safely  rested  here,  but.  before  1  leave  it,  I  wHi 
make  one  remark.  If  a  call  of  the  militia  is  a 
direct  tax,  then  chat  part  of  the  Constitution 
which  authorizes  Congress  to  lay  taxes,  contains 
in  itself  a  power  also  to  call  out  the  militia; 
which,  if  correct,  renders  that  provision  in  the 
Constitution  which  authorizes  Congress  to  call 
out  the  militia  for  three  purposes,  altogether  use- 
less and  nugatory.  But  the  framers  of  that  in- 
strument most  assuredly  used  the  word  taxes,  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  money  only ;  and  when 
used  in  that  sense,  it  became  necessarjr  to  insert 
the  other  provision  in  relation  to  the  militia. 

Under  these  considerations  1  presuih^  it  must 
be  apparent  to  every  one  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  Uonstitution  which  requires  the  apporuon- 
ment  to  be  made  accordinff  to  reprcaentatioa, 
and  that  every  principle  of  justice  and  reason 
forbids  iL  Then  1  ask,  in  the  name  of  Hearea, 
why  are  the  slaveholding  States,  the  weabst  in 
the  Union  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  from 
the  character  of  their  popolatLon,  to  have  this 
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eztiaordinarjr  and  exoeauTe  bordeo  throwii  npoa 
them  ? 

The  CoDstitulioQ  ww  formed  io  a  mutaal 
spirit  of  concession  and  compromise;  it  was  agreed 
that  three-fifths  of  the  slaves  should  be  repre- 
seoted  in  Congress,  and,  as  an  equiTaient  for  that 
privilege,  it  was  conceded  that  in  imposing  direct 
taxes,  they  might  be  apportioned  among  the  States 
according  to  representation;  but  it  never  was  ex- 
pected that  any  other  burden  would  be  laid  upon 
them  for  that  ptifil^e.  Had  this  have  been 
anticipated,  is  it  possible  that  the  Constitution 
would  have  been  adopted  by  them?  I  rather 
think  not. 

Sir,  this  excessive  burden  eannot  be  laid  upon 
the  slaveholdiag  States  for  this  political  privil- 
ege with  any  more  propriety  than  you  can  lay 
an  extraordinary  burden  upon  the  small  States  of 
Delaware  and  Rhode  Island  for  the  political 

Privilege  of  having  an  equal  representation  in  the 
enate,  and  of  course  an  equal  vote  there  with 
the  largest  State  in  the  Union— although  they 
have  not,  respectively,  one-twelfth  part  of  the 
population.  I  am,  therefore,  clearly  of  opinion 
that  every  Representative  of  a  slavebolding  State 
ought  to  endeavor  to  arrest  this  principle  in  its 
progress,  and  never  by  their  votes  suffer  it  to  be 
Qxe^  upon  them  as  an  established  practice,  which, 
when  once  adopted,  will  probably  never  end  but 
with  the  Constitution  itself. 

But  the  gentleman  fVom  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calhoum)  will  vote  for  this  provision  of  the  bill 
as  it  now  stands,  upon  the  around  of  liberality 
and  generosity;  that,  as  the  Southern  States  had 
a  considerable  agency  in  the  declaration  of  war, 
and  bringing  about  the  present  slate  of  things,  he 
is  willioff  to  take  hold  of  the  laborine  oar.  If 
the  gentleman,  in  giving  his  vote,  would  impose 
an  extraordinary  duty  only  upon  himself  and  his 
constituents,  I  do  not  know  that  any  others  would 
have  a  right  to  murmur;  but  when  that  vote  is 
not  confined  to  his  own  district,  but  operates 
through  the  whole  slavebolding  country,  and 
upoD  manv  who  are  not  disposed  to  be  thus 
generous,  1  think  there  is  Home  cause  of  com- 
plaint. Nor,  sir,  do  I  approve  of  the  ground  of 
patriotism  upon  which  the  honorable  ^ntleman 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  Tboup)  places  his  vote  on 
this  occasion.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  both 
of  those  gentlemen  feel  the  sentiments  which 
they  express,  but  they  are  high-sounding  words, 
which  we  have  long  been  used  to  in  the  southern 
country,  and  which  we  have  always  paid  dearly 
for*  It  the  sUveholding  States  bear  an  equal 
share  of  their  country's  burdens,  it  is  all  that  can 
or  ought,  in  justice,  to  be  demanded  of  them;  that 
far  I  believe  they  will  always  be  willing  to  go, 
but  not  befond. 

I  do  now  most  earnestly  beseech  gentlemen 
w^bo  represent  those  ^States,  that  are  equally  con- 
cerned in  producing  the  existing  state  of  things 
with  the  slavebolding  States,  that  they  will,  on 
the  present  occasion^  act  towards  us  with  some 
degree  of  magnanimity  and  justice,  and  not  ease 
themseives  of  a  burden,  by  placing  it  upon  the 
shoulders  of  others  who  are  much  less  able  to 


bear  it;  and  I  call  upon  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey,  ^Mr.  Stockton,)  who  has  shown  himself 
in  the  discussion  of  this  bill,  to  be  the  able  advo- 
cate of  civil  liberty,  and  the  rights  of  the  people 
under  the  Constitution,  that  he  will  not  suffer  the 
spirit  of  that  instrument  to  be  violated  by  this 
UDJost  provision.  With  these  remarks  I  submit 
to  the  good  sense  of  the  House  whether  the  pro** 
posed  amendment  ought  not  to  prevail. 

Other  gentlemen  spoke  for  and  against  the  mo- 
tion; which  was  at  length  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive by  the  following  vote : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Barbour, 
Bard,  Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines,  Breekenridge, 
Barwell,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clop- 
ton,  Conard,  Crawford,  Colpeper,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes, 
Evans,  Findley,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson, 
Glasgow,  Cioodwyn,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hamphreys,  log- 
ham,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Ken- 
nedy, Kent  of  Maiyland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  &ing  of 
North  Carolina,  Lewis,  Maoon,  McCoy,  McKim,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Orm^,  Pearson, 
Pickens,  Pleasants,  Koane,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Hharp» 
Bheliey,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Tannehiu, 
Tellur,  White,  Wikon  of  Pennsylvania,  V^Tright,  and 


Nats — Messrs.  Avery,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bigekiw,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brigham, 
Brown,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Comitodt,  Condict,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Croudb, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Ely,  Farrow,  Fiik 
of  New  York,  Forsytli,  Geddes,  Griffin,  Grosvenof, 
Hale,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hendenwn,  Hofduns  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Ingersoll,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kllboum,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  Law,  Lefferts,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  Moseley,  Mnrfrse,  Oakley, 
Parker,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
VITilHam  Reed,  Ree  of  Pennsylvonia,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nesMe,Rich,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Ship- 
herd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Troop,  Udree,  Voae,  Waid  of  Mysachnsetts, 
Ward  of  rfew  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox, 
Williams,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter^~91. 

The  bill  having  been  further  amended — 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Webster,  of  New 
Hampshire,  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  but  these 
words,  as  applied  to  the  term  of  service  of  the 
draughted  militia:  "for  the  term  of  one  year 
from  the  time  of  meeting  at  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous, unless  sooner  discharged,"  and  to  insert  these 
words, "  to  serve  for  the  term  prescribed  by  ez- 
istioe  laws  f  that  is,  to  serve  for  six  months  in- 
stead of  one  year. 

On  this  motion  a  question  of  order  arose,  when 
the  Spbakbr  decided  it  to  be  in  order  ,*  and  his 
decision  being  appealed  from,  was  confirmed  by 
yeas  and  nays— 129  to  29. 

After  some  debate  on  this  point,  the  question 
on  Mr.  Webster's  motion  was  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

YxAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Avery,  Baylies  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Brad- 
bury, Bradley,  Breekenridge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  But- 
ler, Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Comstock,  Cooper, 
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CojCf  Culpepar,  Dvrenport,  Davis  of  Miwurhmrtli, 
Davis  of  rennsylTsniay  DeooyoUes,  Elj,  Fsxrow,  Gas* 
ton,  Geddes,  (Poison,  Gfosvonor^  Hale,  Harris,  Hen- 
donon,  Howell,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  bland,  Ken- 
nedy, Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr,  King  of  Massachosetts, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Moseley, 
Nelson,  Oakley,  Onnsby,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  WilUam  Reed,  Rich,  Rnggles, 
Sehnreman,  Shelby,  81npheid,  Skinner,  Slayaukker, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stnrges,  Tag- 
gart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Web- 
ster, Wheaton,  Whiter  WUeox,  WiUiams,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wright — 78. 

Nats*— Messrs.  A]stQn»  Aadenoa*  Aieber,  BariMUr, 
Bard,  Bamalt,  Biiie%  Bowen,  Caldwell,  CsAhoiia,  Can- 
non, Chappell,  Clark,  Cloptm,  Condiet,  Cenard,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Crouch,  Cotbbert,  Dana,  Desiw,  Dv* 
▼all,  Earle,  Eppcs,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fiak  «f 
New  York,  Forney,  Fonjth,  Fraaklin,  Goodwyni 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  HMbrottek,  Hawes,  Hopkioaef 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  IngarsaU,  bgham, 
Irving,  Johnson  of  Virguia,  Johnson  of  Kentooky, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kershaw,  KUbonm,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Lowndes,  Lyis,  MeCoy,  McKse,  MeKim, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moere,  Newton,  Parker,  Pick* 
ens,  Piper,  Pleasaala,  Reaol  Pemisylvaiita,  Rkaaof 
Tennessee,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seyberl, 
Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  TanndiiU,  Taylor,  Tel- 
fair, Troup,  UdMe,  Ward  of  New  Jenej,  Wikan  of 
PenaeylvaBia,  and  Yaneey-^7<^t 

So  the  motkift  was  oegatived  by  a  majortty  of 
one  vote. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Nblsor,  of 
Yirgrnia,  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of 
the  vf'hole ;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

A  mociOD  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Wright,  of 
Marylaod,  further  to  amend  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  by  stiikiog  out  the  words,  "  ta  serve  for 
the  term  of  one  year  frotn  the  time  of  meetiag  at 
the  pl%ce  of  rendezvous,  u&lesssooBer  diAchM^d," 
and  to  insert  these  words:  ^  toaerTtt  a  term  nei 
exceeding  seven  mentha  after  hnMnf  at  t^e 
place  of  rendezvous."  And.  before  deciding  od 
the  motioa^  tibe  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  December  13. 

Mr.  Ingbrsoll,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the 
courts  of  justice  of  Indiana ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Sp£AKBRlatd  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
transmitting,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
7th  instant,  a  statement  of  forfeitures  which  have 
accrued  to  the  United  States  on  account  of  the 
purchase  of  public  lands ;  which  were  read,  aad 
ordered  to  lie  oa  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  authorizing 
the  appointment  of  certain  naval  officers  therein 
named,"  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppeb,  of  Virginia,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  to  provide  additional  reveauea  for  defray- 


iag  the  ezpeoeea  of  Gtovminieoc,  and  ■wiataia- 
ing  the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  various 
^Mds,  wM-ea,  and  merdumdiee ;  wliieh  bill  bav- 
lag  been  read  over,  tiM  Committee  rote,  ivporied 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  ta  ail  again. 

The  foUowtajr  mofioa  was  stihiBltted  for  eon* 
sideration  by  Mr.  Wright  : 

Beniwed,  That  the  Committee  of  Way  and  Means 
be  instfveted  to  iaqoire  into  the  expedieB^ef  pnh3»- 
itmg  the  xeesfipl  of  the  papw  of  any  bank  in  ne  Umr 
todStalaBftrBBy  debtodoeondeaULiidof  HieCailad 
Stalm,  whidi  aaid  bank  sImH  ralaae  to  iiuwii  ihm 
Treasnry  notes  of  the  Unitad  Slatea^  already  iasBsd  or 
hereafter  to  be  issued ;  and,  also,  into  the  expedMM^ 
of  issuing  Treaaaiy  nolsa  of  amaU  dsmawinalions 

The  aaid  motioa  lies  on  the  table. 

PETITION  OF  JAMBS  IJND8EY. 

Mr.  Yahcbv,  from  the  CoaMaittee  of  Claifli% 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  James  Uodsey ; 
which  was  read,  and  the  resaliiiioii  tbereia  eoa« 
tained  was  coneurred  in  by  the  Hoase.  The  le- 
port  is  as  follows : 

That  in  the  year  180t,  Joseph  Stott,  the  Mai^al  of 
Virginia,  aold,  Ibr  the  direet  tax  due  thereon,  a  tract 
of  lead  eetimated  at  about  eight  tbeaaand  scrss,  enp- 
posed  to  be  the  property  of  Levi  Jadaon^  aad  lybig  in 
the  county  of  Haniana  and  State  of  ViigiuK.  Wtt* 
Uam  Seoti,  of  Trei^on,  in  New  Janey,  became  tbs 
purchaser  at  the  sale  of  the  manbaW  soad  baa  ■aes 
sold  the  land  in  fueotien  la  the  pelitioiier.  biaaliled 
by  the  petitioner,  that,  aince  the  paffckaae  of  the  land 
from  William  Soott»  he  has  diaoeveaad  tbat  the  kad 
did  not  belong  to  Jodson,  aad  was  tboalbra  impropeily 
sold  as  his  property.  He  complains  of  having aostained 
damages  in  consequence  of  the  contract,  and  asks  of 
Congress  such  relief  as  may  be  just  and  equitable 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  he  is  not  entitled  to 
relief  from  the  United  States : 

1st  Because  it  does  not  appear  the  land  dfd  not  be- 
long to  Judaon ;  no  judicial  mdaion  having  been  made 
thereon. 

Mly.'  BeeauseWiBiam  Scott,  who  vrasthepiurdiaaer 
al  the  mambafs  sale,  sold  t»  the  petitiotter,  soad  who 
must  be  liable  to  bim,  if  any  peiaoa  la. 

adiy.  Beeauae,  vadse  tbeas  ckcaiMlaneea»  tbe  Hm* 
ted  States  cannot  be  oonaiderad  tiie  wawanler  of  Ibe 
pmaeriy  aold. 

The  ooamittee»  theiaiire»  reooauaend  to  the  Hoaaa 
the  JbUowing  lesolntioa : 

Rtmlfftd,  That  the  prayer  of  tba  paUcbmer  oagbl 
not  to  be  granted. 

MILITIA  DRAUGHTS. 

The  Hoaae  resumed  the  cooaiderattiNi  of  ihe 
btii  from  the  Seaa^  aotbonaiag  the  Prasideat 
to  eall  into  service  eigbty  thousand  foor  hvadred 
and  thirty  militia,  for  tba  defence  of  tbe  froatiera. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Wbigbt,  to  make  the  tern 
of  aervtee  seven  BAonthe  sfter^arriviag'al  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  in^ead  of  oae  year  as  tbe  bill  now 
stands,  being  before  tbe  Hoas^^ 

Mr.  Wright  sapported  this  propoeitioa  by  a 
few  remarks,  in  the  coarse  of  wbieb,  he  decidedly' 
expressed  the  opinion  tbac  no  measure,  ezeept 
providing  money,  was  iweaiaary  for  iniag  tbe 
ranks  of  the  Army. 
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Mr.  HABifa,  of  Tennessee,  vpoke  as  fbltows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  presuming  from  the  vote  which 
iras  taken  yesterday,  upon  a  qoestion  similar  to 
;he  oae  now  under  consideration,  that  I  shall 
'ote  difi^rentlf  from  the  most  of  my  colleagues 
)n  the  proposed  amendment,  I  beg  the  indulgence 
f  the  House  while  I  submit  the  reasons  which 
rill  influence  my  vote. 

I  shall  vote  for  it.  sir,  because  a  whole  year  it 
DO  long  to  keep  militia  in  the  field,  and  because, 
f  the  bill  passes  in  its  present  shape,  I  find  many 
entlemen  are  prepared  to  adopt  it  as  a  substitute 
DT  the  more  efficient  measure  recommended  by 
^e  Secretary  of  War.  But,  while  I  am  opposed 
>  the  bill  in  its  present  form,  I  wish  it  to  be  ud- 
erstood  that  I  am  not  influenced  by  the  reasons 
Tg^ed  by  gentlemen  in  the  opposition.  I  do  not 
«TieTe  with  them  that  it  is  unconstitutional  to 
raught  militia  for  twelve  months,  nor  am  I  in- 
ueed  to  vote  as  I  shall  fVom  their  declamations 
gainst  conscription. 

Before  I  proceed  to  examine  into  the  objects 
nd  merits  of  the  bill  now  before  the  House,  I 
rill  take  the  liberty  of  noticing  some  of  the  ar-^ 
oments  of  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
ersey  (Mr.  Stockton)  upon  the  constitution* 
lity  of  its  prorisions.  He  says  that  the  Gorern- 
lent  of  the  United  States  is  composed  of  special 
nd  limited  powers;  that  it  is  a  Gorernment  of 
hecks  and  oalances,  there  being  powers  dele- 
ated  and  powers  reserred ;  that  snch  as  bare  not 
e«n  expressly  delegated  are  reserved  by  the  tenth 
mendment  to  the  Constitution,  which  is  founded 
n  a  principle  of  reason  applicable  in  the  con" 
Craction  or  public  as  well  as  private  powers ; 
ad,  that  as  the  Constitution  only  g^ves  Congress 
iie  right  to  call  forth  the  militia  ^  to  execute  the' 
ivrs  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrectioiis,  and 
epel  invasions,''  the  provisions  of  the  bill  are  un- 
oDstitutional.  He  says  that  the  power  is  granted 
o  call  out  the  militia  to  repel  invasion  when  it 
lappens,  but  that  we  abuse  the  power  by  callinj^ 
hem  out  to  be  ready  to  repel  invasion  when  it 
lappens. 

1  agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman  that  the 
sleacral  Government  is  composed  of  powers  del- 
gated  by  the  people,  which,  in  their  nature,  are 
pecial  and  limited ;  that  is  to  say,  they  are  li ra- 
ted as  to  the  subjects  upon  which  Congress  shaM 
egislate,  and,  in  many  casse,  as  to  the  extent  to 
irhich  Congress  shall  go  in  legislating  on  partic- 
ilar  sttbiects.  But  there  are  some  subjects  upon 
rbich  Congress  have  been  vested  with  unlimited 
^cwer  to  legislate. 

It  is  true,  also,  that  all  powers  which  have  not 
feen  expressly  delegated,  and  which  are  not  ne- 
essary  and  proper  to  be  exercised  in  order  to 
arry  the  powers  expressly  delegated  into  execu- 
lon,  are  reserved ;  and  this  reservation  of  power 
B  not  founded  alone  upon  the  declaration  in  the 
enth  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
ion,  bat  is  founded  upon  a  principle  of  reason 
ind  common  sense.  All  sovereign  power  was 
originally  vested  in  the  people,  and  »o  much  as 
:hey  have  not  delegated,  they  must,  of  course, 
Ukve  retained.    It  is  a  principle  universally  ap- 


plicable in  the  construction  of  all  powers,  whether 
of  a  public,  municipal,  or  private  character.  But 
let  us  see  whether  the  application  of  this  princi- 
ple will  support  the  honorable  gentleman  in  the 
position  wiiich  he  has  taken.  He  admits  that 
Congress  may  provide  for  calling  out  the  militia 
to  repel  invasion,  but  contends  that  we  have  not 
the  power  to  provitie  for  calling  them  out  before 
the  happening  of  the  invasion,  m  order  to  place 
them  in  a  state  of  readiuess  to  enable  them  to  re- 
pel it  when  it  does  happen.  The  construction 
which  the  gentleman  would  give  that  provision 
of  the  Constitution,  would  render  the  power  del- 
egated perfectly  nugatory ;  because,  if  the  Gov- 
ernment was  compelled  to  wait  until  after  the 
country  was  actually  invaded,  before  the  militia 
could  be  called  out,  the  enemy  could  always  burn 
and  plunder  our  cities  and  villages,  and  retire 
without  our  limits,  before  opposition  could  be 
made  to  bis  iucursions.  Such  a  construction 
would  be  unreasonable,  and  would  be  calculated 
to  take  from  the  country  its  legitimate  means  of 
defence,  and  to  place  our  seaboard  at  the  mercy 
of  the  enemy.  The  power  being  expressly  grant- 
ed to  Congress  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 
militia  to  repel  invasion,  we  have  also  the  power 
necessary  and  proper  to  be  exercised  in  order  to 
enable  the  Government  to  make  ready  before 
hand,  when  its  danger  is  threatened,  to  meet  and 
repel  It  when  it  happens.  But  if  the  doctrine  of 
the  eentleman  was  correct,  still  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  would  not  be  unconstitutional,  because 
the  country  is  already  actually  invaded,  there  be- 
ing scarcely  a  day  but  that  some  inroads  are  made 
by  the  enemy  upfon  our  maritime  or  inland  fron- 
tier. 

The  gentleman,  however,  in  the  course  of  his 
remarks,  stated  that  the  act  of  1795.  which  pro- 
vides for  calling  forth  the  militia,  had  put  this 
question  upon  its  true  grounds— that  is  to  say, 
*'  that  whenever  the  United  States  shall  be  in- 
'  vaded,  or  be  in  imminent  danger  of  invasion,  it 

*  shall  be  lawfbl  fbr  the  President  of  the  United 

*  States  to  caH  forth  the  militia,"  dbc.  Now,  to 
my  mind,  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  are 
entirely  contradictory.  At  one  time,  he  says  that 
we  abuse  the  power  vested  in  Congress  by  pro- 
viding for  calling  out  the  militia,  to  be  ready  to 
repel  invasion  when  it  happens ;  and,  at  another 
time,  he  admits  that  Congress  possess  the  power 
to  provide  for  calling  out  the  militia  in  case  of 
imminent  danger  of  invasion. 

What,  sir,  can  the  act  of  1795  mean,  unless  it 
was  intended  that  whenever  invasion  became 
serionsly  threatened,  the  militia  should  be  called 
forth  to  be  ready  to  repel  it  ?  It  surely  could  not 
meau  that  the  militia  should  not  be  called  forth 
unless  in  case  of  actual  invasion.  But  ffentlemen 
say  that  it  is  conscription,  and  that  It  is  equally 
unconstitutional  with  the  measure  for  raising  a 
r^ular  army  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of 
War.  Sir,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  pass  the  law  under  consideration,  nor 
have  I  any  doubt  as  to  our  power  to  pass  a  law 
embracing  the  plan  recommended  for  taising  a 
regular  army. 
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Iq  order  for  us  to  ascertain  whether  Congr 
possess  the  power  to  raise  regular  armies  other- 
wise than  by  voluntary  enliftment,  I  consider  it 
necessary  that  we  should  ffo  back  and  see  what 
practice  was  pursued  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
armies  in  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  pre- 
vious  to  the  adoption  of  the  Coostitution.  We 
should  then  examine  the  language  of  that  part  of 
the  Coostitution  which  we  contend  contams  the 
delegation  of  unlimited  power  to  raise  armies, 
and  afterwards  notice  the  construction  which  was 
given  to  it  early  after  its  adoption,  by  persons 
eminently  calculated  to  decide  correctly  upon  it. 

Previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution, 
while  we  were  engaged  in  the  Revolution,  we 
find  that  we  were  compelled  to  resort,  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  armies,  to  other  more  efficient 
measures  than  voluntary  enlistment.  The  ex- 
tracts which  have  been  furnished  us  by  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, in  his  report  to  the  chairman  of  your  Mili- 
tarjr  Committee,  show  the  practice  upon  this 
subject  at  that  day.  We  learn  from  them  that 
when  voluntary  enlistments  fell  short  of  the  pro- 
posed number,  the  deficiencies  were,  by  the  laws 
of  several  States,  to  be  made  up  hj  draughts  or 
lots  from  the  militia.  The  towns  in  New  Eng- 
land, and  the  counties  in  the  Middle  States,  were 
respectively  called  on  for  a  specified  number  of 
men.  Such  was  the  zeal  of  the  people  in  New 
England,  that  neighbors  would  often  club  together 
to  engage  one  of  their  number  to  go  into  the  ar- 
my. Maryland  directed  her  lieutenants  of  coun- 
ties to  class  all  the  property  in  their  respective 
counties  into  as  many  equal  classes  as  there 
were  men  wanted,  and  each  class  was  by  law 
obliged,  within  ten  days  thereafter,  to  furnish  an 
able-bodied  recruit  during  the  war;  and  incase 
of  their  neglecting  or  refusing  to  do  so,  the  county 
lieutenants  were  authorized  to  procure  men  at 
their  expense,  at  any  rate  not  exceeding  fifteen 
pounds  in  every  hundred  pounds'  worth  of  prop- 
erty classed  agreeably  to  law.  Virginia  and 
Pennsylvania  pursued  plans  equally  as  efficient. 

This,  then,  having  been  the  practice  previous 
to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution^  and  the  fni- 
mersof  that  instrument  having  been  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  it,  if  they  had  mtended,  while  they 
were  delegating  to  Congress  the  power  to  raise 
and  support  armies,  that  armies  should  not  be 
raised  otherwise  than  by  voluntary  enlistment,  it 
is  fair  to  presume  that  the  power  would  have  been 
given  in  terms  limited  to  that  extent. 

But  what  is  the  language  of  the  Constitution 
in  relation  to  this  subject  ?  It  is,  that "  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  raise  and  support  armies; 
but  no  appropriation  of  money  to  that  use  shall 
be  for  a  longer  term  than  two  years."  As  to  the 
mode  of  raising  regular  armies,  whether  by  vol- 
untarjr  enlistment,  by  draught,  or  by  classification, 
there  is  no  restriction  in  the  power  granted.  The 
mode  is  reserved  to  be  prescribed  oy  the  discre- 
tion of  Congress.  It  is  true  that  the  abuse  of  the 
power  thus  vested  is  provided  against,  by  prohib- 
iting appropriations  from  being  made  for  the  sup- 
port of  regular  armies  for  a  longer  term  than  two 
years.    This  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  1 


the  people  at  a  subsequent  election  to  pot  an  end 
to  the  employment  of  armies  unnecessarily  raised, 
by  electing  persons  to  vote  asainst  additional  sop- 
plies.  But  nothing  can  fairly  be  collected  from 
any  provision  in  the  Constitution  which  wii]  infer 
an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  framers  ofii  to  pro- 
hibit regular  armies  from  being  raised  otherwise 
than  by  voluntary  enlistmenL  And  can  it  be  be- 
lieved, sir,  that  the  members  of  the  Convention, 
who  were  so  well  acquainted  with  the  pcaeiice 
pursued  by  the  whole  country  in  raistog  armiei, 
would  have  given  Congress  a  power  embraced  in 
terms  so  unlimited  and  unqualified,  if  they  had 
intended  to  exclude  every  other  mode  of  raising 
armies  but  by  voluntary  enlistment  7  Sorely  not 
As  regards  the  control  of  the  militia,  the  power 
of  Congress  has  been  limited — they  cannot  be 
called  forth  but  for  three  purposes.  And  this  bs 
been  urged  as  an  evidence  that  it  was  not  intended 
to  vest  Uongress  with  the  power  of  raising  armia 
in  the  way  contended  for.  But  to  my  mind  the 
limited  power  in  the  one  case  affords  no  evidence 
of  an  intention  to  limit  it  in  the  other,  where  the 
power  is  granted  without  limitation.  Under  the 
power  granted  over  the  militia,  it  was  intended 
that  they  might  be  called  forth  en  moaK  if  neces- 
sary, for  any  of  the  purposes  mentioned.  And  as 
unlimited  power  was  given  to  raise  a  regoUr  force, 
competent  for  every  purpose  of  the  Government, 
it  was  no  doubt  deemed  necessanr  to  limit  the  occa- 
sions which  justify  the  calling  forth  the  militia. 

But  in  order  to  settle  all  doubt  as  to  the  proper 
construction  to  be  ffiven  to  that  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  which  authorizes  Uongress  to  raise 
armies,  we  need  only  to  refer  to  the  opinion  of 
General  Wabbinoton,  given  upon  that  subject 
at  the  second  session  of  the  first  Congress,  in  the 
year  1790.  And  I  would  suppose,  that  a  construc- 
tion ffiven  to  the  instrament  soon  after  its  adop- 
tion by  a  person  who  should  be  presumed  to  have 
understood  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  it  (^he 
being  one  of  them)  ought  to  have  some  influeoce, 
even  with  legal  gentlemen. 

We  find,  from  a  report  made  by  General  Kno^ 
then  Secretary  of  War,  the  principles  of  which 
were  modified  and  sanctioned  by  Greneral  Wash- 
ington, that  a  system  for  raising  a  regular  army, 
in  case  the  exigencies  of  the  countrv  should  re^ 
quire  it,  by  classification,  similar  to  the  plan  now 
recommended  to  us  by  Mr.  Monroe,  was  concluded 
upon  and  submitted  to  Congress. 

But  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Tork 
(Mr.  Gaosvenor)  has  said,  that  the  opinion  of 
General  Wasbinoton  is  not  good  authoritv  upon 
a  subject  of  this  nature — that  he  was  raised  a  sol- 
dier in  the  camp,  and  therefore  it  ought  not  to  be 
presumed  that  he  was  capable  of  giving  as  correct 
a  construction  to  the  Constitution  as  the  civilians 
of  the  present  day  are,  Sir,  I  flatter  myself  ti&at 
the  honorable  gentleman  will  never  bring  the 
people  of  this  nation  to  think  so  lightly  of  the 
talents  and  judgment  of  that  distinguished  eha* 
racter,  as  to  believe  him  to  have  been  incapable 
of  putting  a  proper  construction  upon  the  Coostl* 
tution  of  his  country,  in  the  adoption  of  which 
he  had  acted  so  consjucuous  a  part. 
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Besides,  «t  that  day  Qeo.  Hamiltoo  was  Secre- 
tary of  the  Tmsory ;  ancL  as  the  Presidents  have 
always  been  in  the  habit  of  consakiog  the  members 
of  their  Cabinet  upon  all  important  subjects,  it  is 
but  reasonable  to  conclude  tiiat  the  plan  reported 
by  the  Secretary  of  War.  modified  and  sanctioned 
by  General  WAsaiifOTOir,  was  not  without  his 
approbation.  It  therefore,  sir,  appears  to  be  mani- 
fest to  my  mind,  that  it  is  not  only  Constitutional 
for  Congress  to  pass  the  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion, but  that  we  do  possess  the  power  to  raise  a 
regular  army  in  the^manner  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  or  War.  The  mode  of  raisine  regular 
armies  prerious  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  onqlialified  grant  of  power  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  construction  giren  to  it  by  such  high 
luthority,  soon  after  it  went  into  operation — all 
conspire  to  produce  the  confirmation  of  my  opinion 
in  the  positions  which  I  hare  taken. 

But,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  the  extension  of  the 
time  of  service  of  the  militia  to  twelye  months, 
not  because  I  think  it  unconstitutional,  but  because 
[  think  it  entirely  inexpedient,  and  well  calculated 
;o  produce  much  mischief,  if  not  ruin  to  the  coun- 
try. If  this  bill  passes  in  its  present  shape,  I  on- 
lerstand  from  its  friends  that  it  is  to  be  receiTed 
ind  adopted  as  a  substitute  for  the  plan  for  raising 
I  regular  army  recommended  to  us  by  the  Secre- 
;ary  of  War,  the  provisions  of  which  are  contained 
n  the  bill  reported  by  the  Military  Committee  of 
his  House.  And  in  that  event,  I  presume  it  is 
contemplated  to  rest  the  fate  of  the  next  campaign 
m  a  militia  force,  and  the  few  regulars  that  this 
>ill  and  our  other  laws  are  calculated  to  produce. 

I  have  witnessed,  sir,  with  the  deepest  concern 
ind  regret,  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  gentlemen 
D  this  House,  to  pursue  a  measure  so  feeble  and 
nefficient,  at  a  time  when  all  the  energies  of  the 
lation  should  be  called  forth  to  meet  the  danger 
vith  which  the  country  is  threatened. 

With  a  view,  sir,  to  show  the  inexpediency  of 
'dying  upon  the  force  to  be  raised  by  the  provt- 
ions  of  this  bill,  I  will  examine :  '  First^-wbether 
t  coarse  of  policy  will  put  the  most  speedy  terroi- 
latioD  to  tbe  war,  which  provides  that  in  the  fu- 
ure  prosecution  of  it,  our  arms  shall  be  confined 
ivithtn  our  territorial  limits?  and,  secondly,  if  it 
NTill  not,  whether  the  bill  now  under  considera- 
ion  is  the  best  calculated  to  raise  an  efficient  force 
o  operate  in  the  enemy's  provinces? 

As  to  the  first  point — it  does  appear  to  me,  sir, 
hat  a  little  reflection  ought  to  convince  us  of  the 
langer  and  inexpediency  of  relying  so  entirely  on 
lefensive  operations  to  pat  an  end  to  this  war. 
We  find  from  experience,  that,  our  maritime  fron- 
ier  being  nearly  two  thousand  miles  in  extent, 
he  enemy  has  it  in  his  power,  with  his  means  of 
ransportatioo,  to  keep  upwards  of  one  hundred 
bousand  of  our  militia  continually  in  the  field, 
riih  not  more  than  eiffht  or  ten  thousand  British 
roops.  If  we  fail  to  Keep  any  vulnerable  point 
>roperly  defended  by  an  immense  militia  force, 
i  is  immediately  exposed  to  the  mercy  of  the  en- 
>my,  and  the  conflagration  and  plunder  of  our 
towns,  and  the  ruin  of  our  citizens,  follow  as  con- 
sequences. 


The  British  transport  vessels  are  continually 
hovering  upon  our  coast  from  Maine  to  New  Or- 
leans, with  a  view,  as  well  to  keep  our  militia  in 
the  field,  that  the  expenses  of  the  war  may  be  in- 
creased, as  to  lay  waste  those  places  which  they 
find  undefended.  We  are  thus  going  on  with  a 
defensive  war,  prosecuted  almost  alone  by  a  mi- 
litia force,  which  by  far  is  the  most  expensive  to 
the  Oovernment  and  oppressive  to  the  people, 
while  it  is  the  least  efficient  that  could  be  em- 
ployed. 

And  can  it  be  expected,  sir,  that  England  is 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  this  course  of 
policy  is  ruinous  to  this  nation?  No,  sir— an 
examination  of  the  measures  adopted  by  that 
Gtovemmeat  ought  to  convince  us,  that  she  ia  en- 
deavoring to  influence  our  deliberations,  and  to 
paralyze  our  preparations  for  the  ofiensive  proee- 
oution  of  this  war.  They  know  well,  from  expe- 
rience, that  they  ean  practiae  with  success  upon 
our  credulity.  Jt  is  their  object  and  their  interest 
to  prevent  us  from  providing  a  regular  force  at 
the  preaent  session.  They  know  that  such  a  force 
could  be  provided  and  employed  in  the  next  cam^ 
paign  with  aucce&s  on  our  part.  And  they  also 
know,  that  if  we  can  be  prevented  from  adopting 
such  an  efficient  plan,  and  can  be  induced  to  rely 
still  longer  upon  a  militia  force  and  upon  defen- 
sive measures,  that  it  will  be  the  means  of  increas- 
ing our  public  burden  and  of  breaking  down  the 
spirit  of  the  people,  while  it  will  facilitate,  and 
give  time  to  ripen  into  perfection,  their  schetnea 
for  oor  subjugation  and  ruin. 

What  course  of  policy  does  it  appear  that  the 
British  Government  has  been  pursuing?  We 
find  that  earlv  in  the  month  of  August  last,  at  a 
time  when  tney  expNseted  that  Congress  woirid 
not  be  convened  until  December,  the  conditions 
offered  our  Ministers  for  the  restoration  of  peace 
were  disgraeefol  aad  humiliating.  The)r  claimed 
the  surrender  on  o«r  part  of  nearly  one*third  of  the 
territorial  limits  of  the  United  States.  But  as  soon 
as  they  found  that  Congress  was  convened,  they 
deemed  it  necessary  to  recede  from  their  haughty 
demands,  and  to  manifest  an  almost  entire  willing- 
nesa  to  conclude  a  treaty  upon  terms  acceptable  to 
our  Oovernment.  Still,  however,  they  kept  minor 
ohaiacles  in  the  way  of  a  final  settlement  of  our 
differences,  and  procrastination  was  discovered 
by  oar  Ministers  to  be  their  object.  With  a  view 
further  to  prevent  strong  grounds  from  beingtakea 
by  Congress,  in  the  establishment  of  an  efficient 
regular  force,  calculated  at  once  to  put  a  termi- 
nation to  the  war,  Liord  Hill's  expedition,  with 
which  we  have  been  threatened,  was  at  once  an^- 
pended,  and  it  was  made  known  through  the  me*- 
dium  of  the  ministerial  priats  that  the  prospects 
of  a  rupture  upon  the  continent  of  Borone  ren- 
dered the  suspension  necessary.  It  should  be  ex- 
gscted  that  such  measures  will  be  pursued  by  the 
ritish  Government  in  conducting  the  negotia- 
tion at  Ghent,  and  in  the  management  of  their 
afiairs  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  as  will  be  best 
calculated  to  deceive  us,  and  to  reUx  the  vigor  of 
our  measures  at  the  present  8g?}{>Q.  They  well 
knew  that  the  arrival  of  Loid  xiiU  with  bis  forces 
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upon  our  eoatt,  woakl  h«T«  driven  CoDsreM  into 
tae  adoption  of  more  elfieient  tad  ▼% oroM  mea- 
•ores  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  They  tbere^ 
fore  deemed  it  neeoBsary  to  tospend  his  expedi- 
tion, and  to  lower  their  tone  towards  oar  fiiinis* 
lees,  with  the  hope  that,  in  the  antieipation  of 
peace,  the  measures  of  Goaf  fees  woald  lie  relaxed 
accordiB([ly. 

Sir,  it  IS  evideac  that  the  British  Qovemmeat 
neTer  will  make  peace  with  us  so  loi^  as  thej 
find  that  we  contmue  to  rely  so  exelusiYely  upon 
defensive  measures  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
'They  see,  most  .clearly,  that  it  oinat  oltinrateij 
termtuate  in  their  favor,  unless  the  character  of  tt 
is  changed  on  our  part.  The  support  of  the  ian- 
mense  militia  force  whicli  we  have  emittiuially 
to  keep  up,  is  eaiailing  upon  ihis  nation  a  puUic 
bofden  which,  ia  a  few  years  looiper,  will  beooaae 
4rttly  oppressive  upon  tM  people;  and  ao  long  as 
we  conuouo  this  eounie  of  policy,  there  are  no 
irisihU  prospects  of  putting  a  termination  to  the 
war.  The  eaeoLf  knows  our  attnacion,  and  it 
would  alEnd  evidence  of  his  weaka«ss  to  make 
peace  with  us  so  long  as  we  ooatiaae  to  pursue  a 
pokey  so  admirably  calculated  to  make  us  coa- 
fuer  ourselves. 

But,  air,  there  is  a  mode  by  whick  this  war  can 
be  speedily  terminated  in  a  manner  honorable  to 
tkia  nation.  An  overwhelming  force  should  be 
thrown  into  Canada  at  4he  opening  of  the  next 
oampaigQ,  calculated  to  extort  from  the  enemy 
an  acknowledgment  of  our  rights,  and  reparation 
for  our  wrongs.  If  one  hundred  thousand  men 
could  be  marched  across  the  lines  early  in  the 
next  Summer,  it  would  immediately  give  relief 
to  the  whole  of  our  seaboard.  The  enemy  would 
be  compelled  to  concentrate  his  forces  there  to 
aave  his  provinces,  and  we  could  tJiere  meet  bim, 
and  beat  him,  aad  put  an  end  to  the  war.  I  would 
coaquer  tke  enemy's  proviooes,  not  with  the  view 
of  extending  the  territorial  llauts  of  the  United 
States,  for  I  am  aware  of  the  pernicious  example 
of  cherishing  a  tliirst  for  forei^  conquest,  but  I 
would  conquer  them  to  be  win  surrendered  to 
kim,  upon  being  indemnified  mr  lite  injuries  wkieh 
ke  haa  done  us.  I  would  rather  tkey  should  re- 
main Brittah  provincm^  ibr  they  will  always 
Bfi>rd  a  safe  aad  conveaient  pledge  for  the  aaeu- 
ritv  of  our  commercial  rights. 
«  It  must,  I  thank,  be  agreed,  that  it  is  in  the 
power  of  Congress  to  raise  anch  aa  annV)  tad  it 
IS  acknowledged  on  all  sides  that  it  would  put  an 
end  to  the  war.  Tke  question,  then,  ought  to  be, 
ia  the  bill  now  under  consideration  the  beat  eal- 
ottlated  to  produce  such  a  force  9  I  think  not,  sir. 
On  the  contmry,  it  does  apfwar  to  me^  that  if  the 
British  Gtoverament  had  it  in  their  power  to  con- 
trol the  delibemtions  of  this  body,  they  could  not 
devise  the  adoptioa  of  a  measure,  of  a  military 
ehamcter,  better  calculated  to  subserve  their  pur- 
poses. If  the  bill  passes  in  iu  present  shape,  it  is 
very  obvious  that  it  will  not  produce  the  regular 
force  contemplated  by  its  friends,  nor  will  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  secure  to  the  members  of 
each  class  any  probable  chance  of  raising  the  two 
k,  or  the  one  regular,  by  contribution. 


The  militta,  thetelore,  who  kave  aot  aerved  a 
tour  of  duty,  will  have  to  be  dnogkted  for  twelve 
months  instead  of  six ;  and  the  conseqiMiice  will 
be,  that  we  shall  rest  the  fate  of  tke  next  cam- 
paign, as  we  did  the  last,  aiaMst  nlone  upon  a 
militia  force,  the  opeeaiions  of  wkich  will  be  con- 
fined mostly,  as  it  heretofore  has  been,  within  the 
limito  of  the  United  States.  It  is  true  ikat  tke 
bill  contains  a  provision  autkertzing  each  daas  to 
raise,  either  by  contract  or  by  draught,  the  two 
militiamen  to  aerve  for  twelve  montiu ;  and  it 
also  exemjpu  them  from  the  dmugkt,  provided 
they  will  farnisk  one  nUe-bodled  recrait  m  serve 
for  five  years,  if  the  war  should  so  long  eontiane. 
And  upon  tke  first  view  of  tke  bili  na  it  came 
from  the  Seonte,  and  as  it  was  lepneted  by  the 
select  committee  of  this  House,  to  wkon  it  wk 
afterwards  referred  lo  be  ameaded,  iia  ptovisiov 
appeared  to  be  fair,  in«h  the  exeeptioa  thnt  as 
mode  was  pointed  out  by  which  to  epMible  the 
members  of  each  clnm  to  en^iloy  the  men  by  coa- 


tmet,  in  eave  there  should  he  a  diainnlinatinn  oa 
the  part  of  aay  to  contribute  neciwdinf  to  prop> 
erty.  It  was  believed,  at  firat,  that  ^is  defect 
could  be  remedied  by  an  amendment,  which  was 
afterwards,  however,  introduced  bv  nn  iMmomble 
|entleman  kam  Ohio,  (Mr.  McLnas,)  and  re- 
jeeled.  The  amendm«at  provided  ^nt  a  majority 
of  each  class  should  decide  whether  the  men  re- 
quired of  them  to  be  furnished  shonld  be  raised 
by  contract  or  hy  draught;  chat  whaie  k  was 
concluded  to  furnish  them  by  contmei,  every  per- 
son within  the  class,  whether  s«b|eet  to  militia 
duty  or  not,  waa  to  be  compelled  to  con  tribute 
according  to  property;  and  provision  wns  made 
for  the  asceruinment  and  colieetion  of  the  sum 
to  be  paid  by  each  to  the  draughts  or  thn  regular 
hired  by  the  class.  The  principles  contained  ia 
this  amendment  arere  conaideeed  lo  be  6ur,  equi- 
table, and  just,  because  they  were  boitomed  npoa 
the  rule  iimi  the  wealth  of  the  nation  should  Air- 
nish  the  army  to  defend  iL  Bat  it  was  aatoniab- 
ing  to  me,  when  I  diseovewd  that  the  wannest 
friends  of  the  bill  were  the  fiist  and  uMet  nenlous 
in  opposition  to  the  nmendaenL  They  are  wil- 
ling ihat  the  biil  should  contain  a  provirion  ^- 
lowing  each  claas  to  furnish  their  men  by  contnet ; 
but  they  are  opposed  to  the  principle  which  would 
compel  the  members  of  the  elassea  to  conuihnte 
according  to  property.  It  lollowa^  therefor^  that 
they  wiUaot  agree  to  compel  the  moat  wealthy 
man  in  a  class  to  contribute  nmie  thMi  the  poot^ 
est.  And  what  will  be  the  operation  of  the  bill 
throughout  the  nation?  Sir,  the  wenlthv  will 
almost  invariably  refuse  to  join  in  a  conuihation 
according  to  property  for  thepnrposeof  raisiagmea 
by  contract,  because  they  would  have  much  more 
to  pay  than  the  poorer  members  of  the  class.  A 
few  (  perhaps  not  moie  than  one,  in  many  eases)  of 
the  mostwealthy  of  a  class  will  drive  the  balaaee 
into  a  draught,  by  which  means  they  will  stsnd 
the  same  chance  to  get  clear  as  the  poorest  mem- 
bers of  it.  If  it  should  iall  upon  the  wealthv, 
their  circumstances  will  enable  them  to  hire  sab^ 
stitutes ;  but  if  it  falls  upon  the  poor  ama,  he  has 
no  alumative  but  to  serve  his  tour  of  duty. 
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In  oppoiiiioa  to  that  amciidiiiMiC,  it  bM  he^n 
ionteiided  by  an  honomble  geDCleman  from  Vk* 
rtDta^  (Mr.  Sbsfpct,)  and  the  same  argoment 
las  since  been  used  bjr  an  honorable  gentleman 
rom  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  LovM dbs,)  that  there 
je  two  kinds  of  servioe  doe  from  the  people  to 
heir  Government;  that  is  to  say,  personal  or 
oilitary  service,  and  service  by  pecooiary  con* 
ribntion ;  that  the  wealthy  contribate  to  the  sup- 
port of  Qovernmeat  by  the  way  of  taxes ;  and 
hat  when  military  services  are. wanting,  they 
hould  be  afforded  by  the  militia  without  regafd 
o  property.    And,  in  order  to  illustrate  this  doc- 
rine,  the  gentlemau  from  South  Carolina  told  us 
he  other  day  that  he  would  state  a  case  which 
ivould  occur  if  the  amendment  was  adopted,  that 
10  w«s  sure  would  have  prevevted  the  intro4uc« 
ioD  of  the  ameadment  by  the  gentleman  from 
^hio,  if  he  had  hnown  of  it.'    The  case  was,  that 
in  honorable  euUeague  of  his  represented  n  di»* 
rict  upon  this  floor,  which,  if  the  amendment 
iras  adopted,  would  have  to  pay,accordiiM[  to  the 
>laa  of  contributm  proposed,  a  tax  efual  to  its 
>roportion  of  a  tax  open  ihe  United  Stales  of 
sighty*five  miliions  of  dollars.  Now,  Bir,  the  case 
;>nt  b^  the  honoeable  g«Mleman  was  ao  lar  from 
:oaviiieiag  me  «f  the  impropriety  and  oojoat 
>peration  of  Ihe  nmendmcBt  proposed  by  the  gen* 
tlemao  from  Ohio,  that  it  manifested  the  necessity 
>f  its  adoption  sttU  more  dearly  to  me.    Thegien* 
tleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  was  willing  to  im- 
pose upon  his  colleague's  ^strict,  by  the  passage 
of  the  btU  ia  its  present  shape,  the  perfbrmaoce 
of  military  service  to  the  vatoe  of  a  som  equal  to 
its  proportion  of  a  tax  upon  the  United  States  of 
an  immense  amount;  and  yet  he  was  unwilling 
to  afford  to  a  majorit^r  of  each  class  of  the  militia 
of  that  district  the  uberty  of  deciding  whether 
the  classes  should  furnish  persons  to  perform  tbe 
military  service  required  of  them  oy  contmet 
rather  than  by  dranghL    He  seems  to  suppose 
that,  if  4he  men  were  raised  by  a  peoaniary  con- 
tribution aoeoffding  to  propeity,  the  service  re* 
quired  of  that  district  to  tbe€hivemraent  would 
be  too  great;  whereas,  if  t§B  Bama  service  was 
renderM  by  men  to  be  draughled  fvem  eaeh  daas, 
it  would  not  be  too  great.    I  am  aware,  sir,  that 
the  principlee  of  that  ameadaaent  would  not  suit 
the  owoeis  of  the  latjge  cotton  plantations,  and 
overgrown  lartones  in  the  South,  because,  as 
members  of  their  diiaaes,  they  woaki  have  io  con- 
tribute according «D  their  wealth;  but  the  previs- 
ions would  be  just  in  ihetr  operations  upoii  (be 
great  body  of  the  people  of  the  nation.    Sir,  I 
cannot  agree  with  geotleaaen,  that  when  military 
services  are  called  for,  that  they  shaU  be  rendered 
by  the  militia  wtthout  reeard  to  property.    This 
rule  may  be  endured  while  the  militia  tours  are 
short,  but  it  ought  not  to  be  suffered,  should  it  be  so 
increased. 

Sir,  it.  is  true,  that  the  wealthy  eoatnbule 
to  the  support  of  Qovernment  in  the  payment  of 
taxes,  but  it  is  equally  true,  that  the  poorer  classes 
of  the  community  have  always  been  made  to  pay 
taxes  also,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  their 
property.    The  direct  taxai  and  internal  daties 


imposed  at  the  present  session,  will  bear  heavier 
upon  the  common  people  of  the  country  than 
upon  the  wealthier  portion  of  the  communitv. 
The  direct  tax  of  six  millions  is  paid  as  equally 
by  all,  according  to  property,  as  the  Coostitution 
will  permit,  but  the  internal  duties  are  not;  for 
the  seven  or  eight  million  whiskey  tax,  which  is 
the  largest  item  in  our  system  of  taxatioDj  will  be 
paid  mostly  by  that  class  of  the  communtiy  who 
render  the  most  military  service.  We  lay,  then, 
a  tax  of  six  millions  of  dollars  in  money  upon  the 
people  of  the  nation,  to  be  collected  according  to 
property ;  and,  allowing  the  military  services  of 
a  militiaman  to  be  worUi  two  hundred  dollars  for 
twelve  meotbs,  it  ii  proposed  by  this  bUl  to  lay  a 
tax  of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars  upon  the  militia 
of  the  nation,  to  be  oollected  in  personal  services, 
without  regard  to  property.  It  is  onreasoaahle 
and  unjust  for  the  wrami  of  the  nation  to  bear  ee 
small  a  proportion  of  the  public  burden. 

It  really  does  appear  to  me,  sir,  that  since  the 
araendmeDl  whiah  was  -proposed  by  the  gentle- 
manf com  Ohio  has  been  rejeotad,  the  bill  is  calcula- 
ted t0  do  much  more  mischief  than  good.  The 
classes  will  not  agreeto  raise  legalais  iaaiead  of  the 
•draughta,  ankes  it  could  he  done  by  a  contiibtt- 
tiott  acoQtding  to  peoperty,  aad  this  conttibuUoa 
iwt  seldom  ever  would  be  agaeed  to  voluntarily 
by  all  the  memhers  of  the  classes.  Perhaps  there 
would  te  a  fow  exceptions  in  some  of  the  most 
patriotic  quarters  of  the  Union.  But  can  it  be 
believed  that  Massachusetts,  and  the  rest  of  the 
New  Enghind  Stales,  would  furnish  any  regu- 
lars? I  think  not,  Mr.  They  would  stand  the 
draught,  ami,  as  militia,  they  would  daim  to  be 
kept  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States*  I 
shall  not  pretend  to  say  whetherthie  claim  wouU 
be  jostiied  by  the  provisioas  of  the  Coostituttau 
or  not,  bat  it  appears  that  the  Senate  entertained 
an  opinion  iavurahle  to  thai  pretension,  bv  their 
having  incorporated  a  provisioa  ia  this  hUl,  eoi»- 
iaing  the  operations  af  the  militia  within  the 
United  Slates.  The  militia  dnughu  io  the  New 
Sngland  States  would  dl  haTe,  1^  the  provisioas 
of  the  hUl,  to  be  cdled  out;  they  would  not 
march  beyond  Ihe  line,  where  alone  they  would 
be  wanting,  but  they  would  renMiu  in  camp, 
wtthia  their  own  StatOB,  squandering  the  public 
revenue,  while  they  would  be  entirely  useless  to 
the  Government.  And  what  vrould  the  militia 
of  Tennessee  have  to  do  ?  Those  w^  have  not 
yet  served  a  tour  of  duty,  and  who  would  not  he 
enabled  to  hire  substitutes,  would  be  compelled 
to  leave  their  families,  and  their  farms,  and 
oaarch  to  Mobile  aad  New  Orleans,  where  thay 
would  have  to  remain  in  camp  for  a  whole  year, 
in  the  most  sickly  dimaie  on  the  continent. 
This  burden  will  be  unequal  aad  unjust  ia  its 
operation,  because  many  of  the  most  wedthy 
persons  in  the  community  will  be  excluded  from 
bearing  any  portion  of  it.  And  it  will  be  borne 
with  less  fortitude  by  those  whose  duty  it  may 
become  to  perform  this  twelve  months  tour,  when 
they  recollect  that  this  species  of  force,  relied  on 
again  by  Congress,  is  better  fit  for  the  purpose  of 
increaamg  the  public  debt,  and  for  preidacing 
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Sreftter  distress  ia  the  country,  tbaa  for  paitiog  a 
termi  nation  to  the  war. 

The  character  of  the  militia  of  Tennessee,  sir, 
is  well  known  throughout  the  nation.  They  are 
known  to  be  a  brave,  patriotic^  and  magnanimous 
people — always  ready  to  bear,  with  the  most  dis- 
tinguished cheerfulness, any  burden  imposed  upon 
them  by  the  Goyernment,  whether  of  a  pecuniary 
or  a  military  kind,  which  they  may  think  in  the 
least  calculated  to  promote  the  common  cause  of 
their  country.  There  are  many  thousands  of 
them  now  marching  through  a  wilderness  of 
several  hundred  miles  in  extent  to  meet  and  re* 
pel  the  inrasion  of  the  enemy.  And  on  this  oc- 
casion, sir,  I  will  beg  leave  to  read  a  short  extract 
from  a  paper  published  at  Nashville,  showing  the 
alacrity  with  which  the  militia  turned  out  upon 
a  late  emergency,  when  there  was  a  call  upon 
that  State  for  five  thousand  men  to  march  to  the 
defence  of  the  Louisiana  country.  It  is  in  these 
words : 

'•TuxsDAT,  I9ovember  16, 1814. 

*<  We  most  confess  that  we  are  not  cspsble  of  de- 
scribing the  pleasnre  we  have  experienced  for  the  last 
week,  in  viewing  the  alacrity  with  which  our  brother 
Tennesseeans  have  turned  out  in  defence  of  their  in- 
jured country ;  but  lor  an  evidenoe  of  theur  patriotism, 
the  following  may  serve  as  a  proof.  In  the  past  weak 
thara  hss  been  almost  as  many  offering  their  services 
as  sttbstitntes,  as  there  were  men  called  for  by  the 
Goverament.  And,  one  man  offering  his  services  to 
a  youth,  he  was  answered,  that  he  (the  youth)  would 
not  take  twentj-five  dollars  for  his  place.  We  could 
add  a  number  of  like  instances." 

I  hare  read  this,  sir.  to  show  that  the  people  of 
Tennessee  are  prepared  to  make  any  sacrifices  to 
aid  the  (Government  in  resisting  the  encroach- 
menu  of  the  enemy,,  and  in  prosecuting  this  war, 
in  a  way  calculated  to  put  and  to  it,  in  a  manner 
lionorable  to  the  country.  But,  sir^  let  me  tell 
you,  that  while  these  people  are  thus  prepared  to 
make  every  sacrifice,  and  to  meet  every  danger, 
they  have  a  right  to  expect  that  Congress,  at  a 
time  like  the  present,  will  at  least  do  its  part. 
They  have  expected  that  Congress,  upon  reoeiv- 
the  first  deapatchei  from  our  Ministers,  would 
immediately  determine  to  raise  an  efficient  regu- 
lar foree,  capable  of  putting  an  end  to  this  war. 
But,  sir,  instead  of  doing  this,  we  are  about  to 
adopt  a  measure  of  all  others  the  very  best  calcu- 
lated to  prolong  its  duration.  For  the  bill  in  its 
operation  would  not  produce  regulars,  but  would 
require  a  most  oppressive  kind  of  militia  service. 
This  kind  of  service  answers  alone  for  defensive 
operations,  and  I  repeat  again  that  it  cannot  put 
an  end  to  this  war.  Believing,  then,  as  I  do.  that 
the  bill  would  fail  to  answer  the  expectations  of 
its  friends,  in  producing  a  regular  force,  I  am  in 
fkvor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Wright,)  with  the  hope  that  its 
adoption  will  the  means  of  rejecting  the  bill  be- 
fore us,  and  that  we  shall  afterwards  take  up  and 
adopt  the  more  efficient  measure  contained  in 
the  bill  reported  by  our  Military  Committee. 
The  President  is  already  authorized  to  order  out 
any  number  of  militia  for  six  months,  and  I  am 


Qowilling  to  attend  the  time  of  that  kind  of  ser- 
vice to  twelve  months.  But  if  this  measnre  is 
persisted  in,  and  the  bill  should  pass  as  it  now  U, 
I  think  I  plainly  see  the  conseqaeaeea  that  are  to 
result  from  it.  An  overgrown  pnblie  debt  will 
be  heaped  upon  us;  the  spirit  of  the  people  will 
be  broken  down  by  oppressive  and  roinoustwelre 
months  tours  of  militia  service,  and  the  increased 
taxes  which  it  will  be  necessary  for  then  to  pay. 
And  in  three  or  four  years  from  now,  after  the 
nation  is  nearly  ruined,  we  shall  be  driven  to  the 
neceraity,  before  we  can  get  rid  of  this  war,  of 
adopting  the  measure  recommended  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  and  reported  by  our  Military  Com- 
mittee. 

But  I  have  heavd  it  suggested  by  gentlemeo. 
friendly  to  draughting  the  militia  for  two  years, 
with  permission  to  each  class  to  funitsfa  a  regu- 
lar, that  it  would  be  unconstitutional  to  raise  a 
regular  foree  in  the  manner  provided  by  the 
other  military  bill  which  lies  upon  the  table. 
They  are  willii^  to  pass  the  bill  before  us  as  it 
came  from  the  Senate,  for  draughting  the  militia 
for  two  years,  without  the  ineorporation  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  geotleoun  from 
Ohio,  and  yet  they  consider  oneonatitotionai  the 
provisioiui  of  the  other  bill  which  provides  that 
every  class  of  twenty-five  militia  shall  fnmi^  a 
recruit  for  during  the  war,  by  a  eonthbation, 
from  all  within  the  class,  according  to  prqierty, 
whether  subject  to  militia  duty  or  no^  under  a 
penalty  to  ble  inflicted  and  eolleeted  from  the 
class.  Now,  to  my  mind,  sir,  if  the  one  is  an- 
constitutional,  the  other  most  be  so  too.  In  the 
one  case,,  each  class  of  the  militia  muse  furnish  a 
regular,  without  the  principle  of  compeliiiig  every 
member  of  the  class  to  cootribute  according  to 
property,  (without  which  it  could  not  be  done,) 
under  the  penaky  of  a  draught  of  a  two  years* 
tour  of  service.  In  the  other  case,  ewery  class 
would  be  compelled  to  furnish  a  regular  by  con- 
uibution  aeeordtn|^  to  property  (which  would 
enable  them  to  do  it)  or  pay  a  penalty  to  be  col- 
lected from  the  class.  If  you  have  a  righi  to  say 
that  a  class  shall  furnish  a  regular,  without  pre- 
scribing any  rule  by  which  it  shall  be  done,  or  be 
subject  to  a  two  years'  ttrar  of  duty,  you  would 
upon  the  same  priaeiple  have  the  right  to  compel 
a  class  to  furnish  a  regular,  or  be  subject  to  a 
drauffht  for  a  ten  years'  tour  of  doty.  I  have 
bntrd  it  said,  sir,  that  the  adoption  of  the  measure 
recommended  to  us  bv  the  Seeret«ry  of  War 
would  afibrd  a  prscedeiit,  the  abuse  of  which 
might  be  dangerous  in  future  times.  I  am  io 
fovor  of  saving  the  conatry  with  the  Constiio- 
tional  means  which  appear  to  my  mind  to  pre- 
sent themselves.  Whenever  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  shall  become  so  corrupt  as  to  de- 
termine upon  the  min  of  this  GKivemment,  bf 
the  abuse  of  the  power  delegated  to  them,  thef 
will  not  be  prevented  from  doing  so  alone  by  the 
want  of  precedents.  If  they  should  determine  in 
future  to  raise  regular  armies  when  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  country  should  not  need  theo,  the 
plan,  if  adopted,  which  is  now  under  considera- 
tion, would  as  well  afford  them  a  precedent  by 
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which  they  coald  do  so,  as  the  plan  proposed  bj 
the  Secretary  of  War.  They  coutd  lay  the  mi- 
litia of  the  nation  off  into  classes,  and  compel 
everjT  class  to  furnish  a  regular,  under  the  penalty 
of  being  subject  to  a  draught  for  a  ten  years'  tour 
of  duty. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  Will  be  adopted,  and  that 
the  bill  will  afterwards  be  rejected.  We  can 
then  take  up  the  other  bill  containing  the  more 
efficient  measure,  and  provide  a  force  for  the 
next  campaign  competent  for  the  protection  of 
the  nation.  A  force  raised  in  that  way  will  be 
less  oppressive  upon  the  people,  and  will  better 
answer  the  purposes  of  the  Government  in  put- 
tlDg  a  speedy  termination  to  the  war.  By  adopt- 
ing that  plan,  we  can  be  able  to  march  a  force 
into  Canada  at  the  opening  of  the  next  campaign, 
which  would  wring  from  the  enemy  an  advan- 
tageous peace. 

But,  sir,  if  we  do  not  adopt  that  measure,  the 
country  may  be  ruined  by  our  neglect.  The 
memy  is  evidently  making  every  preparation  to 
(Crike  a  deadly  blow  at  us  in  the  commencement 
>f  the  next  campaign — and  it  is  our  duty  to  pro- 
ride  against  it.  Soppose  we  should  neglect  ro 
provide  an  efficient  regular  force,  and  the  enemy 
(hould  invade  the  country  in  the  early  part  of 
he  next  campaign  with  forty  or  fifty  thousand 
egular  troops,  what  would  be  the  situation  of  the 
lation  ?  Sir,  I  hope  this  feeble  and  inefficient 
aeasure  will  not  be  adopted.  If  it  is  not,  we  can 
ake  up  the  other  bill,  and  we  shall  then  see  who 
ire  willing,  at  a  time  like  the  present,  to  take  upon 
hemselves  the  responsibility  of  voting  against  the 
inly  measure  capable  of  affording  protection  to 
he  country,  and  of  putting  the  most  speedy  ler- 
ai nation  to  the  war. 

After  some  explanatory  remarks  from  Mr. 
^OWNDES  in  reply  to  Mr.  fiARRia,  and  in  rejoin* 
ler  by  him— 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennesse^  made  a  short  speech 
n  reply  to  Mr.  Harris.  He  considered  this  as 
I  bill  for  relieving  the  militia  from  frequent  and 
larassing  calls  on  them  for  occasional  service. 

The  previous  question  was  now  required  by 
At.  Yancey  of  North  Carolina,  but  was  not 
auctioned  by  a  sufficient  number.  The  House 
vas  equally  divided,  66  to  66,  and  the  Speaker, 
roting  in  the  negative,  quashed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Cannon  spoke  briefly  against  the  reduc- 
ion  of  the  term  of  service,  as  proposed,  and  ex- 
pressed some  doubts  of  the  expediency  of  the  bill, 
iS  well  as  of  the  necessity  of  any  measure  of  this 
haracter  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  KiLBOURN,  of  Ohio,  opposed  the  motion 
o  reduce  the  term  of  service,  intending,  if  that 
notion  was  rejected,  to  move  to  increase  the  term 
if  service  to  one  year  and  eight  months. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
»n  Mr.  Wright's  motion,  and  decided  in  the 
legative — for  the  motion  71,  against  it  84,  as 
blTows : 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Aveiy,  Baylies  of  Msssa- 
thufetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradboiy,  Bradley,  Brecken- 
idge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caperton,  Champion, 
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Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cnlpeper.  Dftvenport,  Davis  of 
Massaehoaetts,  Davis  of  Penasylvuiia,  Denoyellas,  Ely, 
Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Grosvenor,  Hsle,  Harris* 
HenderMU,  Howell,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kerr,  KingofMsssacfaa8etU,Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Ma- 
eon,  MarkeU,  Miller,  Moieley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Piek- 
ering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WUliam  Reed,  Rich, 
Rnggles,  Schureman,  Shefiey,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Stuart,  Storges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
WiUiams,  Wilson  of  Massachusstts,  Winter,  and 
Wright. 

YxAs — ^Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Barbour, 
Bard,  Bamett*  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Cal- 
houn, Cannon,  Chappell,  Clsxk,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creignton,  Cnthbert, 
Dana,  Desha,  Dnvall,  Bppes,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Frank- 
lin, Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grifiln,  Hall,  Has- 
brouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, IngersoU,  uigham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of 
Vs.,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Mainland,  Kershaw, 
Kilboum,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefierts,  Iiowndes» 
Lyie,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Mur- 
free,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Res  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevbert,  Sharp,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Tannehill,  Tavlor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  refused  to  reduce  the  term  of  ser* 
vice  below  one  year. 

Mr.  Bat  UBS,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  following  as  a  new 
section : 

**  And  be  it  further  eftaeUd^  That  the  militia  called 
forth  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  not  be  liable  to  perform 
any  service,  except  such  as  may  be  neosssaxy  to  repel 
invasion,  suppress  insurrection,  or  execute  tiie  laws  of 
the  Union." 

This  motion  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and  naya— 
103  to  58,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Mesiis.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virgima,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breekenridge, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champioo,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Coz, 
Cnlpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massaehoaetts,  Ely, 
Gaston,  Gedde%  Groavenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hendenoii, 
Howell,  Kenne^,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  M«». 
sadmsetts.  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  MarkeU,  Miller,  Mose- 
ley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickeiiag,  Pitiun,  Potter,  Joha 
Reed,  WilUam  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sbefiby* 
Shi^eid,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  Yorh^  Stoektoo» 
Stuart,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  WUooz, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter^--68. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andeison,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Bnrwell,  Bntier,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
diet,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dana, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Dnvall, 
Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fmdley,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Fwk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grifl&n,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  John* 
son  of  Virginis,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Mary- 
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Und,  Kerr.  Kniahaw,  KUbonni,  King  of  North  Ctt> 
olina,  LefierU,  Lowndes,  Ljle,  Moeon,  MoCoy,  Mc- 
Kee,  McKim»  McLean,  Montgomeiy,  Mooro,  Mnzfioee, 
NeUon,  Newton,  Onneby,  Parker,  Pickeni,  Piper, 
PleaeanU,  Re*  of  PennsyWenie,  Rhea  of  TenneeMO, 
Bich,  Roane,  Roberteon,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharps 
Skinner,  Snuth  of  PennaylTanta,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Stanford,  Tannefaill,  Taylor,  Telfiur,  Troup,  Udreo, 
WiUiama,  Wilson  of  Penniylvania,  Wright,  and 
Yancey— 103. 

Mr.  McLeaNi  of  Ohio,  renewed  the  motion  he 
had  unsuccessfully  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  add  to  the  bill  the  following  sectioOf  by 
way  of  amendment : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  class  shall 
neglect  for  five  days  after  having  been  notified  to  fur- 
nish  a  recruit  to  the  regular  army,  or  two  substitutes, 
agreeably  to  Uie  proniions  of  this  act,  a  majority  of 
the  individuals  composing  such  class  shall  have  power 
to  bind  the  whole  of  the  dass  for  the  payment  of  any 
sum  that  may  be  necessary  to  procure  a  recruit  to  the 
regular  army,  or  two  substitutes,  as  aforesaid ;  provided 
such  sum  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  dollars; 
and  all  persons  residing  within  the  district  of  such 
class,  who  are  exempt  from  militia  duty,  ^all  be  lia- 
ble for  the  payment  of  such  sum  as  shall  be  engaged 
to  the  recruit  or  substitutes  aforesaid,  equally  with  those 
who  are  liable  to  perform  militia  duty. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  a  recruit  or 
substitutes  JtulL  be  obtained,  as  aforesaid,  the  sum 
agreed  to  be  given  shall  be  certified  by  the^dass,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  to  the  captain  of  the  eompany  in 
which  they  or  a  majority  of  them  belong,  who  shall 
immediately  ascertain  how  much  each  individual  with- 
in the  district  must  pay,  apportioning  the  amoimt  ac^ 
cording  to  the  real  and  personal  property  possessed ; 
the  amount  of  property  to  be  ascertained  by  the  val- 
uation made  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  the  individual  State ;  but,  where  no  such  valuation 
shall  have  been  made,  the  captain  shall  cause  avalua^ 
tion  to  be  made  by  three  disinterested  and  respectable 
fireeholders  under  oath,  who  shall  be  paid  by  the  dass 
one  dollar  and  fidy  cents  each  per  day  for  their  ser- 
vices, to  be  assessed  and  collected  with  the  appoint- 
ment aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  the  appor- 
tionment shall  have  been  made  as  aforesaid  fajr  the 
captain,  he  shall  advertise  the  same  in  the  moet  public 
plaoe  within  each  dass,  particnlarly  speeifyiBg  the 
amount  each  individual  is  requived  to  pay,  and  each 
individual,  within  the  dass  aforesaid,  shall  pay  or 
satisfy  the  same  to  the  recruit  or  substitutes  within 
len  days  thereafter ;  and,  in  defoult  thereof,  the  cap- 
tain shall  notify  the  commandant  of  the  regiment  m 
wbich  he  belongs,  who  shall  order  a  oonrt  martial 
immediatdy  to  assemble,  which  court  shall  take  into 
consideration  the  apportionment  mads  as  aforesaid,  and 
on  finding  the  same  to  have  been  made  agreeably  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  proceed  to  assess  the 
same  as  a  fine  on  the  delinquents,  which  shall  be  col- 
lected with  coats  as  other  fines  are,  and  when  col- 
lected shall  be  paid  to  the  recruit  or  substitutes,  or  to 
Kus  or  their  order. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  court  martial, 
called  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  power  to  correct  any 
errors  or  relieve  against  any  inequality  that  may  have 
taken  place,  either  in  the  valuation  of  property  or  in 
the  aj>portionment,by  equalizing  the  amount  amongst 
the  atixens  within  the  dass. 


This  notion  was  pfononneed  by  the  Sfkakeb 

to  be  out  of  order,  io  the  present  stage  of  the  bill 
Mr.  KiLBOOBM,  of  Ohio,  then  moved  to  amend 
tbe  bill  by  adding  eighteen  months  to  the  present 
proposed  term  of  service,  so  as  to  mmke  it  one 
year  and  eight  months. 

Mr.  KiHO,  of  North  Carolina,  frooi  a  desire  to 
preclude  these  motions,  aftd  to  come  to  a  decision 
on  tbe  bill  nt  once,  requested  the  previoos  ques- 
tion ;  but  was  .not  supported  therein  hy  a  suffi- 
cient number,  fifty-aiz  members,  who  cose  in 
support  of  it,  not  constituting  a  majorUy  of  the 
House. 

The  ooestion  on  Mr.  Kilbourn's  motioa  wis 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  tbe  negative.  F« 
the  motion  63,  againal  it  9&|  as  followa : 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery,  Baid, 
Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Biown,  Caldwdl,  Cdhoaa, 
Chappell,  Claric  Comstocfc,  Condiet,  Cooard,  Ciaw- 
ford,  Greighton,  Denoyelles,  Earle,  Svana,  Findlcf, 
Flak  of  New  Teik,  Poiaey,  Forsyth,  Glasgow,  Gour- 
din,  GrilSn,  Hall,  Haabfoack,  Hopkins  of  Kentnc^, 
Hubbard,  IngersoUt  Ingham,  Irving^  Iiwin,  Johasoi 
of  Kentucky,  Kershaw,  Kilbonrn,  King  of  North  Cam- 
Una,  Lefierta,  Lyle,  McKee,  JicKim,  Maiftsep  Ndson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Piokena,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Robertson,  Ssge,  Sharp,  fihipjierd.  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taykv,  TeUair, 
Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  sad  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Barbour,  Bayliea 
of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Boyd,  Bradbuiy, 
Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Biigham,  Bnrwell,  Butler,  Ca- 
perton,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Msssa- 
diusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Dnvill,  Ely, 
Eppes,  Farrow,  Fiskof  Teimon^  Frai^n,  Graston, 
Oeddes,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Grosvaaor,  Hale,  Hsiris, 
Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Humphieya,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Idand,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kasaedy,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Keir,  King  oi  Massa- 
chnsetts.  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  MajckoU,  Ma- 
con, McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,  Moeeky,  OaUey,  Pear- 
apn,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkia,  PieasanU,  Potter,  John 
Reed,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rkh,  Roane, 
Ruggles,  Schureman,  Seybert,  Shcffey,  Skinna,  Slay- 
maker,  Smith  of  New  York,  SmiOi  of  Virginia,  Stan- 
ford, Stockton,  Stuart,  Stuige%  Taggart*  Thompson, 
Troup,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Whea- 
ton.  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter, 
and  Wright. 

Mr.  Fiajc,  of  Vermont,  with  the  express  view 
of  incorporating  io  the  bill  provisipj^s  which  be 
deemed  necessary  to  give  it  efficacy,  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  the  CommUtee  on  Militarj 
Affairs. 

Mr.  JoHNSOHi  of  Kentucky,  opposed  this  mo- 
tion with  much  zeal,  and  contended  for  tbe  effi- 
cacy of  the  bill  as  it  then  stood,  either  to  afford  t 
valuable  militia  force,  or  a  boJy  of  recruits  for 
the  regular  Army,  which  were  much  wanted. 
The  bill  was  not  as  efficient  as  he  wished,  but  his 
opinion  having  been  overruled  as  to  the  details  of 
the  billj  was  no  reason  for  him  to  reject  the  bill 
altogether.  It  was  high  time,  he  added,  that  Con- 
gress should  rouse  themselres  from  their  iethar« 
gy,  and  at  length  proceed  to  act. 

Mr.  Ingeesoll  then,  with  a  view  to  enable  the 
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Hoase  to  proceed  without  fqrther  delay  to  the 
consideration  of  other  highly  important  bills  on 
the  table  ofthe  House,  again  required  (he  previous 
)uestioD. 

Many  members  supporting  the  demand,  the 
)revious  question  was  propounded,  in  the  usual 
brm,  **  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  putT' 
ind  decided  in  the  affirmative.  For  the  question 
101,  against  it  57,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
ir,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Baraett,  Bines,  Bowen, 
irown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chaopell, 
yfark,  Comstodt,  Condict,  Conard,  Creighton,  Cnihbert, 
)ana,  Davis  of  PenJi.,Denoyene8,  Desha,  Davall,Earle, 
Sppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  N.  Yoik,  For* 
ley,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Ghobon,  Goodwyn,  Goaidin, 
Jnffin,  nail,  Harris,  Hasbroadc*  Glasgow,  Hawas, 
iopkins  of  ISentiicky,  HaUbard,  Humphreys,  Inger- 
oU,  logham,  Irving,  indn,  Johnson  of  v  irginia,  John- 
on  of  Kentu^y,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilhourn,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefierts, 
^ownd^  Lyley  MeCojy,  McKee,  MoKim,  McLean, 
i(oQre»  Mui&ee,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
*ickens.  Piper,  Pleasants,  Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
thea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage, 
ievier,  Seybert,  3harp»  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stuart,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Tel&tr,  Troop,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
VDliams,  Wilaoh  of  Fennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Billies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
/^irginia,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  B'reckenridge,  firigham,  Ca- 
lerton.  Cannon,  Champion*  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper, 
^z,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Gaston,  Greddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hender- 
on,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Cing  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon, 
f  arkell.  Miller,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
4tkin,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schure- 
lan,  Sheffey,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stan- 
»Td;  Stockton,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Yose, 
¥ard  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White, 
Vilcox,  Wiieon  of  Massaehosetts,  Winter,  Wright. 

The  main  question,  riz :  on  the  engrossing  of 
he  amendments  anil  ordering  the  bill  to  be  read 
.third  time, was  decided  in  the affirmatiTe-— yeas 
II,  nays  71,  as  follows : 

Ys  AS — Mesars.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Lvejry,  Barbour,  Biid,  Baniett,Bine8,  Bowen,  Brown, 
yaldweil,  CaUmun,  Cannon,  ChappeU»  Claik,  Clop- 
on,  Comstoek,  Condict,.Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
yuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
)uvaU,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
<f  ew  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Glasgow,  Good- . 
ryn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hop- 
ins,  of  Kei]^tucky,  Humphreys,  IngersoU,  Ingham, 
rving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
ucky,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum, 
Cing  of  N.  Carolina,  LefTerts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy, 
fcKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Mnrfree,  Nelson, 
ifewton,  Ormsl^,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
tea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane^  Rob- 
rtson.  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Penn« 
ylTania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Tayk>r,  Tel&lr, 
IVoop,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wil- 
on  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Tancey. 

Nats— -Messis.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
(Tirginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breck- 
»Q]^ge,  Bri^am,  Burwell,  Butler,  CaMrton,  Cham- 
>ion,  CiUey,  Cooper,  Coz,  Culpeper,  Dana,  Dav^- 


S»Tt,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
aston,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris, 
Henderson,  HoweO,  Hubbard,  Jackson  of  Rhode  IsK 
and,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  Miller, 
Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Htkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  Wilfiam  Reed,  Ridi,  Ruggles,  Schureman, 
Shefley,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stanjford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Stnrges,  Taggart, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wetnter, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts, 
Winter,  and  Wright 

And  the  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 


WEoiiEaDAY,  December  14* 

Mr.  Websteb  presented  a  petition  of  Jonathan 
Bradley  Eastman,  late  paymaster  to  the  troops  in 
the  district  of  the  Lakes*  stating  that,  by  the  sur- 
render of  Detroit,  by  the  late  General  Hall,  a  large 
sum  of  poblic  money,  together  with  his  accoonts 
and  voochersj  fell  into  the  bands  of  the  enemy, 
by  which  he  h  unable  to  settle  with  the  War 
Department,  and  praying  relief  from  Congress.— 
Referred  to  the  Cfommihee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  a  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  New  York  State  Bank, 
and  of  the  Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank  of 
Albany,  recommending  an  iss^e  of  ^  national  bills 
of  credit,-'  to  a  limited  amoimc,  haring  the  qual- 
ity of  a  legal  tender  in  payment  of  all  contracts. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  FiBK,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^'to 
incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  of  America,"  with  amendments; 
which  were  read,aBd,  together  with  the  bill,  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  in;»t$t  on  their  amendments,  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  *^  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Grovfernment,  and  maintainmg  the  nublic  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the 
United  States,  and  by  amending  the  act  laying  du- 
ties on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  liquors," 
and  ask  a  conference  upon  the  same ;  to  which 
conference  they  hare  appQMited  maQagers  on  their 

Mr.  FARaow,froro  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  25th  ultimo,  on  the  petition  of  John  Motlow, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. — 
The  report  i»  as  follows: 

It  is  represented  that,  in  the  month  of  October, 
1781,  the  petitioner,  with  a  nuinber  of  others,  were  in 
a  fort  called  Jamersons,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
that  a  party  of  Indians  and  tones  took  the  fort  by  force, 
put  to  death  a  great  number  of  those  so  garrisoned,  and 
made  prisoners  of  the  balance,  (among  the  slain  were 
the  finher  of  the  petitioner;)  and  carried  oflT three  ne- 
groes, the  property  of  the  petitioner  and  his  intestate 
father,  whose  legal  representatiTe  the  petitioner  is. 
It  is  further  represented  that  repeated  endeavoip  have 
been  made  by  the  petitioner,  at  very  great  expense,  to 
recover  the  said  negroes,  but  without  success. 
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And  it  Anther  appMurs,  that  tho  ninth  aittde  of  the 
tieatf  of  1798,  eoncluded  with  the  Cherokeea,  by  oblit- 
lating  aU  prior  aggreMiont,  plnnderinga,  and  thsfta,  to 
that  date,  hae  finally  changed  the  right  of  property, 
and  made  a  legal  and  complete  tranafer  of  the  aame 
ftom  the  petitioner  over  to  the  aaid  nation. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  aaid  article :  ''It  ia 
mntnally  agreed  between  the  partiee,  that  horaea  atolen, 
and  not  returned  within  nine^  daya,  ahall  be  paid  lor 
at  the  rate  oi  lixty  doUan  each ;  if  itolen  by  a  white 
man,  citixen  of  the  United  8tatM»  the  Indian  propri- 
etor ahall  be  paid  in  caah ;  and  if  atolen  by  an  Indian 
from  a  citizen,  to  be  deducted,  aa  expreaaed  in  the 
Imirth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Philadelphia.  Thia  ar- 
ticle diall  hare  retroepect  to  the  commencement  of  the 
firat  oonferencea  at  thia  place  in  the  preaent  year,  and 
BO  further ;  and  all  animodtiea,  aggreeaiona,  thefta,  and 
plunderinga  prior  to  thia  day,  shall  ceaae,  and  be  no 
longer  remembered  or  demanded  on  either  aide." 

And  it  further  appears,  by  the  fourth  article  of  the 
•aid  treaty,  that  the  United  Statea  received  a  large 
caaaion  of  territory  from  the  said  nation  for  oonaidera- 
tiona  therein  eipreased. 

From  an  attentive  consideration  of  the  facta  of  this 
case  and  the  principles  that  govern  the  aame,  the  oom- 
mittee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prsyer  of  the  petition  is 
equitable  and  just,  and  submit  the  following  resolution 
to  the  House : 

Reaaked,  That  the  requeat  of  the  petitioner  ought 
to  be  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCoTf  of  Virginia,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the 
direct  tax  asseasment  law,  so  as  that  the  county 
of  Bach,  now  a  part  of  the  sixth  collection  dis- 
trict, mav  be  added  to,  and  made  part  of,  the  aeT- 
enth  collection  district  in  the  State  of  Virginia. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  appointment 
of  certain  naval  officers,  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  John 
CHurlbort,  of  Chatham,  in  Connecticut,  was  read 
a  third  time;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fibk,  of 
Vermont,  supported  bv  Mr.  Bbaolbt  the  bill 
was  postponed  to  Monaay  week,  to  allow  time  to 
obtain  further  evidence  on  this  case. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the 
courts  of  Indiana,  was  read  a  third  time.  [The 
bill  provides  that  the  Legislature  of  lodiiina  may 
fix  the  place  of  siltinp  of  the  Qeoeral  Court,  and 
that  two  judges  shalibe  present  to  form  a  court.] 

Considerable  conversation  took  place  on  a  prop- 
osition by  Mr.  Bppbs  to  postpone  the  bill,  in 
the  course  of  which  Mr.  Eppeb,  Mr.  Lewis,  and 
Mr.  RoBBRTSOM,  expressed  their  doubts  as  to  its 
expediency,  and  a  desire  to  examine  it  further; 
and  Mr.  iNOEaaoLL  and  Mr.  Jenminos  explained 
its  provisions,  &e.  At  length,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Robertson,  the  bill  was  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

COMPENSATION  OF  POSTMASTERS. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  offered  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Roads  be  in- 
stmcted  to  inqoire  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what, 
change  ought  to  be  made  in  the  compensation  allowed 


to  Postmasters;  and  whether  an^,  and  if  any,  whst, 
change  ought  to  be  made  in  the  n^it  of  franku^. 

Some  conversation  took  place  on  this  resola* 
tion,  between  Mr.  Rbba  and  Mr.  Eppcs,  in  re- 
spect to  its  object. 

Mr.  Rhea  opposed  the  proposed  reference,  de* 
siring  the  subject  in  the  first  instance  to  be  refer- 
red to  the  Postmaster  General ;  and.  after  his  re- 
port, to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  who  properly  had  charge  of  all  snb^ 
jects  relating  to  revenue. 

Mr.  Eppes.  in  assigning  reasons  for  his  motion, 
stated,  that  the  increase  about  to  take  place,  of 
fifty  per  cenu  on  the  present  rates  of  postage, 
would  operate  as  an  increase  of  fifty  per  cenL  oa 
the  present  compensation  of  poatmastera,  whick 
probably  was  not  necessarjr.  xie  had  abo  oader- 
stood  that  great  abases  had  grown  oat  of  the  prir- 
ilege  of  franking,  insomach  that  the  office  bad 
been  accepted  in  some  instances  as  a  sinecure,  to 
save  the  expense  of  postage,  by  those  who  per* 
formed  no  duties  of  the  office ;  and  that  the  office 
had  even,  in  one  instance,  bieen  bestowed  on  a 
member  of  this  House. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  E.  was  agreed  to  finally, 
without  opposition. 

MILITIA  DRAUGHT& 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  call  upon  the  ser- 
eral  States  and  Territories  for  their  respectire 

?[uotas  of  80,430  militia  for  the  defence  of  the 
ron tiers  against  invasion,  was  read  a  third  time 
as  amended. 

Mr.  Wabo,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  address- 
ed the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
who  last  addressed  the  House  on  the  subject  o^ 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentlemao  from 
Maryland,  expressed  a  deliberate  opinion  that  the 
bill  on  your  table  is  not  only  nneooacitatiooal, 
but.  in  poiit  of  energy  and  effieieocy,  in  its  prin- 
ciples and  provisions,  is  not  adequate  to  the  pub* 
lie  exigencies ;  and  gave  a  decided  preference  to 
the  one  reported  by  the  chairaian  of  the  Military 
Committee,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  pursuant 
to  the  plan  submitted  by  the  Secretary  at  War. 
He  farther  said,  that  an  act,  embracing  principles 
equally  vigorous  with  those  exhibited  in  the  ^an 
of  the  Secretary,  ought  to  be  passed ;  and  those 
who  should  oppme  it,  if  successful,  would  ruin 
the  country. 

Sir,  in  my  mind.  Congress  have  no  right,  by 
the  Constitution,  to  exercise  the  powers  consid- 
ered as  belonging  to  them  in  the  Secretary's 
plan ;  and  to  pass  an  act  comporting  with  them, 
will  be  a  gross  and  outrageous  violation  of  the 
personal  rights  of  our  citizens,  inconsistent  with 
the  privileges  of  freemen,  the  principles  of  our 
Government,  and  will  strike  a  deadly  blow  at 
American  liberty;  and,  according  to  my  appre* 
hensioo,  those  who  advocate  the  principles  em- 
braced in  the  Secretary's  plan,  and  attempt  to 
execute  them,  and  not  those  who  resist  them,  will 
ruin  their  country.  That  I  am  sincere  in  my 
opinion,  and  serious  in  my  apprehensions,  I  call 
Heaven  to  witness.    In  passing  such  a  law,  it  ap*  i 


905 


HISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


906 


December,  1814. 


MUUia  DraughU. 


H.  or  R. 


pears  to  me  as  clear  as  any  legal  or  moral  posi- 
tion, wbieh  was  ever  stated,  that  we  orerstep  the 
bounds  of  the  Constitution,  and  assume  a  power 
which  we  have  no  right  to  exercise.  And  where 
the  Constitution  ends,  tyranny  begins.  If  power 
san  be  assumed  for  one  purpose,  it  may  be  for 
mother.  And  if  necessity,  the  tyrant's  plea,  can 
justify  the  exercise  of  unconstitutional  power  in 
)De  case,  it  will  do  it  in  all  cases.  It  is  in  the 
lature  of  man  to  hare  an  avidity  of  power,  and 
0  scramble  for  the  possession  of  it,  and  to  think 
t  ever  safe  in  his  nands.  This  remark  applies 
vith  justice  to  men  of  all  parties.  Gentlemen  of 
he  majority,  whatever  their  opinions  once  might 
lave  been,  now  seem  to  have  no  objection  to  ex- 
reme  power,  provided  it  can  be  lodged  in  them, 
ind  exercised  their  own  way. 

The  propensity  on  the  part  of  the  Executive, 
o  grasp  power  by  construction  and  otherwise ; 
ind  the  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to 
assume  power  and  surrender  it,  are  truly  alarm* 
ng.  If  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  can  be 
breed  from  their  families  and  domestic  enjoy* 
Dents,  and  placed  in  the  ranks  of  the  regular 
Vrmy^,  and  marched  out  of  the  United  States  for 
breign  conquest,  or,  as  the  Secretary  expresses 
t,  '*  to  push  the  war  into  Canada,"  while  we  are 
Ireaming  of  liberty,  we  are  all  slaves — we  hold 
>ur  liberty  upon  a  tenure  which  renders  It  un- 
worthy of  the  name.  If  we  can  be  marched  to 
luebec,  we  may  be  sent  to  Gibraltar,  the  West 
ndies,  or  any  quarter  of  the  globe.  Our  Gov- 
rnment,  instead  of  being  free  and  republican,  is 

military  despotism,  and  the  right  of  expatria- 
ion,  contended  for  by  some  sentlemen,  is  of  more 
alue  than  all  the  other  rights  which  we  possess. 

The  exigencies  of  the  country,  I  agree,  are 
iressiog,  and  those  who  are  influenced  by  an 
lonest  zeal  to  serve  it,  do  not  merit  reproach. 
)ut  every  feeling  of  impatience  at  Constitutional 
estraint,  and  every  propensity  to  assume  uncon- 
titutionai  power^  are  germs  ortyranny,  and  ou^ht 
D  be  destroyed  m  embryo.  Those  rules  which 
re  established  by  the  mind  and  the  judgment, 
ininfluenced  by  passion,  for  the  security  of  the 
ights  and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  ought  to  be 
eld  sacred  in  times  of  convulsion  and  tempest. 
To  restrain  the  passions  of  men,  and  tbe  aggres- 
ions  of  power,  in  such  times,  is  the  purpose  for 
rhich  Constitutional  rules  were  made ;  and  he 
rho  feels  an  impatience  of  them,  has  the  seeds 
f  tyranny  springing  op  in  his  heart.  With  the ' 
pirit  and  disposition  in  which  the  President  and 
Secretary  at  War  now  interpret  the  Constitution, 
ive  them  the  hundred  thousand  men,  contem- 
lated  in  the  Secretary's  plan,  to  help  them  ex- 
lain  it,  in  time  to  come;  and,  shocking  as  the 
tiought  may  be,  I  will  venture  to  predict,  that 
ur  free  institutions  will  not  survive  it,  and  that 

second  election  of  President  will  never  take 
lace. 

Sir,  I  may  be  told  that  these  powers  can  be  ex- 
rcised  only  in  time  of  war ;  that  war  can  be  de- 
lared  by  the  Legislature  only,  by  the  representa- 
ives  of  a  free  people ;  and  that  it  will  never  be 
lone,  excepting  in  such  a  state  of  things  as  makes 


the  public  good  unequivocally  demand  it.  Sir, 
in  theory  it  would  seem  that  we  have  some  se- 
curity in  the  forni  of  our  Constitution,  against 
the  declaration  of  improvident,  unjust  and  unne* 
cessary  wars ;  but,  in  practice,  it  has  been  proved 
we  have  none.  We  find,  by  experience,  that  a 
war,  marked  with  as  much  folly  and  injustice, 
and  coupled  with  as  much  hazard,  as  it  respects 
the  citizens  of  the  country  which  declared  it,  as 
ever  disgraced  any  despot  on  earth,  can  be  de* 
clared  by  a  Republican  Government. 

The  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  was  said  to 
be  declared  in  defence  of  sailors'  rights.  Those 
rights  were  violated  on  the  Ocean,  and  do  not  ad- 
mit of  adequate  defence  elsewhere.  The  defence- 
less state  of  our  seaeoast,  of  two  thousand  miles 
extent,  was  well  known  by  our  Gbvernment ;  and 
to  what  it  was  exposed  by  the  war,  we  may  see 
by  what  some  paru  of  it  have  already  suffered* 
The  views  of  the  President,  as  to  the  compara- 
tive force  of  our  country,  and  the  country  against 
which  we  declared  war,  and  the  means  possessed 
of  mutual  annoyance,  may  be  learned  by  recur- 
ring to  the  instructions  which  he  gave  to  our  Am- 
bassadors at  Ghent.  Alluding  to  the  remark  con- 
tained in  the  declaration  of  the  Prince  Regent, 
that,  in  impressing  British  seamen  from  American 
vessels,  Great  Britain  exercised  no  right  which 
she  was  not  willing  to  acknowledge  as  apper- 
taining equally  to  the  United  States,  with  respect 
to  American  seamen,  in  British  merchant  ships, 
the  President  observes:  ''The  semblance  of  equal- 

*  ity,  however,  in  this  proposition,  which  strikes  at 

*  first  view,  disappears  on  a  fair  examination.  Im- 
'  pressmen t  is  not  an  American  practice,  but  nt- 
'  terly  repuj^nant  to  our  Constitution  and  laws. 

*  The  exercise  of  a  right  in  common  at  sea  by 
'  two  nations,  the  one  powerful,  and  the  other 
'  comparatively  weak,  would  be  to  put  the  latter 
'  completely  at  the  mercy  of  the  former.    But, 

*  should  the  United  States  be  permitted  to  make 
'  impressments  from  British  vessels,  the  effect 
'  would  be  unequal.    Great  Britain  has,  perhaps, 

*  thirty  ships  of  war  at  sea,  to  one  of  the  United 
'  States,  and  would  profit  of  the  arranffement  in 
'  that  proportion."  We  here  have  the  President's 
view  of  the  comparative  force  and  means  of  an- 
noyance of  our  country,  and  the  country  with 
which  we  are  at  war. 

The  Founder  of  our  Religion.  "  who  spake  as 
never  man  spake,"  when  on  earth,  in  a  discourse 
designed  to  enforce  on  his  hearers  the  importance 
of  observing  a  due  proportion  between  their  means 
and  their  ends,  their  efibrts  and  their  objects,  puts 
several  interrogatories,  which  imply  strong  n^- 
ative  answers.  Among  other  things  he  asks, 
^  What  king,  going  to  make  war  agamst  another 

*  king,  sitteth  not  down  first  and  eonsolteth  wbe- 
'  ther  he  be  able  with  ten  thousand  to  meet  him 
'  thatconleth  against  him  with  twenty  thousand  ?" 
The  manner  in  which  this  question  is  put,  implies 
an  answer,  that  no  king  could  be  so  lost  to  his 
own  security,  and  the  interest  of  his  subjecu. 
More  than  eighteen  centuries  have  rolled  away, 
since  this  interrogatory  was  put;  and  I  believe 
history,  before  the  commencement  of  the  war  in 
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which  we  are  engaged,  does  not  farnith  at  with 
evidence  of  soch  an  event.  This  deed  of  mad- 
ness and  folly^  which  mocked  and  set  credulity 
at  defiance,  was  reserved  for  the  commission  of  a 
President  of  the  United  States  and  an  American 
CoDffress,  the  Grovernment  of  a  free  people ! 

The  able  and  critical  examination  of  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Stockton) 
of  the  details  of  the  bill  on  yovr  table,  and  of  the 
powers  of  Congress  to ''call  forth  the  militia," 
and  his  luminous  and  logical  argument  on  these 
points,  has  superseded  the  necessity  of  any  far- 
ther attention  to  these  topics.  He  has  exhausted 
the  subject.  Any  auxiliary  arguments  which  my 
humble  efforts  could  furnish,  in  support  of  his  po- 
sitions, would  be  like  vaUu^  chambre  in  an 
army;  they  would  add  something  to  the  number, 
but  nothing  to  the  strength.  He  has  demonstra- 
ted, with  a  degree  of  clearness  and  perspicuity, 
which  no  unprejudiced  mind  can  resist,  that  this 
bill  provides  for  calling  forth  the  militia  for  a 
purpose  not  contemplated  bv  the  Constitution ; 
for  retaining  them,  when  called  out,  for  a  period 
not  limited  by  either  of  the  occasions,  on  which 
they  can  constitutionally  be  called  out ;  and  that 
the  bill  is  a  piece  of  machinery  or  instrument  of 
torture,  not  warranted  by  the  ConstitutioUi  to  com- 
pel militiamen  to  enlist  themselves  or  procure 
others  to  enlist  into  the  reffular  Army.  The  at- 
tacks which  have  been  made  upon  his  arguments, 
may  aptly  be  compared  to  the  waves  of  the  trou- 
bled sea,  dashing  against  a  mighty  rock,  and  fall- 
ing in  gentle  murmurs  at  its  fooL 

Though  I  bow  with  great  respect  to  the  argu- 
ment of  my  honorable  iriend,  upon  the  unconsti- 
tutionality of  this  bill,  and  agree  with  him  in  the 
&cts  which  he  has  stated,  with  reference  to  the 
public  Treasury,  the  ranks  of  the  Army,  the  ne- 
cessitv  of  defending  the  country,  and  the  imprac- 
ticability of  doing  It  without  money,  yet  I  do  not 
accord  with  him  in  opinion  as  to  the  propriety 
or  the  practice  of  voting  for  all  Constitutional 
laws,  which  have  for  their  object  the  supplying 
the  GovernmenI  of  the  United  States  with  men 
and  money.  That  the  Treasury  is  empty,  I  ad- 
mit -,  that  the  ranks  of  the  regular  Army  are  thin, 
I  believe  to  be  true ;  and  that  our  country  must  be 
defended,  in  all  events,  I  not  only  admit,  but  af- 
firm. But,  sir,  if  all  the  part9  of  the  United  States 
are  defended,  of  course  the  whole  will  be  defend- 
ed. If  every  State  in  the  Union,  with  such  aid 
as  she  can  obtain  from  her  neighbors,  defends  her- 
self, our  whole  country  will  be  defended.  In  my 
mind,  the  resources  of  the  States  will  be  applied 
with  more  economy,  and  with  greater  efiect  in 
defence  of  the  country,  under  the  State  Grovern- 
ments,  than  under  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  Besides,  what  assurances  have  we,  if 
funds  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  present  Ad- 
ministration, that  they  will  be  applied  in  defence 
of  the  country  ?  None  at  ail.  The  immense 
sums  which  have  heretofore  been  drawn  from  the 
States,  have  been  expended  with  unexampled  prof- 
ligacy, in  wild,  unsettled  projects  of  foreign  con- 
quest; while  the  fairest  and  most  important  parts 
of  our  country  have  been  left  defenceless.    The 


views  of  the  Administration  are  **  to  push  the 
war  into  Canada."  Shall  we  pass  all  the  supply 
bills,  beneath  the  weight  of  which  your  table 
groans,  draw  all  the  funds  of  the  States  from 
them,  and  then  leave  them,  thus  exhausted,  to 
the  mercy  of  the  enemy  ?  This,  in  my  mind,  is 
unjust,  and  asainst  the  duty  which  we  owe  to 
the  States.  Money  is  as  necessary  to  their  de- 
fence, as  to  that  of  the  United  States.  Under 
these  impressions,  I  have  uniformly  voted  against 
granting  supplies  to  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  shall  continue  to  do  it.  until  Ihave 
probable  grounds  for  believing  they  will  be  judi- 
ciously applied  in  defence  of  the  country.  The 
people  of  the  several  States  ought  not  to  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  for  protection,  unless  it  is  afforded 
them  by  tne  United  States.  Shall  Massachusetu 
be  compelled  to  contribute  to  the  common  stock, 
from  which  she  is  allowed  to  draw  nothing  1 
When  she  is  denied  A  reimbursement  of  necessa- 
ry expenses,  incurred  in  securing  that  protection 
which  the  United  States  owes  her  and  has  refused 
to  afford,  ought  she  to  exhaust  her  treasury,  to 
fill  that  of  the  United  States?    Surely  not. 

Before  the  debate  on  this  bill  commenced,  the 
plan  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  for  filling  the  ranks 
of  the  regular  Army,  had  been  laid  before  this 
House,  and  a  bill  founded  upon  that  plan  had 
been  reported  by  our  Military  Committee,  and 
committed  to  the  same  Committee  ot  the  whole 
House  to  which  this  bill  was  conimitted ;  and 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me  in  the  debate 
on  this  bill,  seem  to  have  considered  everything 
which  relates  to  calling  forth  the  militia,  or  fill- 
ing the  ranks  of  the  regular  Army,  as  an  issue ; 
and  the  principles  involved  in  the  Secretary's 
plan  have  been  advocated  by  some,  and  repro- 
bated by  others,  according  to  their  several  opin- 
ions. I  shall  therefore  make  no  apology  for  as- 
suming the  same  latitude. 

The  gentlemen  who  attempt  to  support  the 
constitutionality  of  this  bill,  and  of  the  Secreta- 
ry's plan,  contend  that  Congress,  by  the  Consti- 
tution, '*  have  power  to  raise  armies,  without  lim- 
itation as  to  the  mode;"  that  the  important  and 
extensive  duties  of  **  providing  for  the  common 
defence,  promoting  the  general  welfare^  and  se- 
curing the  blessings  of  liberty ,''  are  assigned  to 
Congress,  and  because  these  are  made  their  du- 
ties, it  is  contended  they  must  have  powers  com- 
mensurate with  them. 

Sir,  I  cannot  suppress  my  astonishment,  when 
I  hear  gentlemen  quote  the  preamble  of  our  Con- 
stitution, as  an  authority  to  exercise  the  powers 
contemplated  in  the  Secretary's  plan.  It  appears 
to  me  to  make  directly  against  them.  Under  a 
Constitution  expressly  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  blessings  of  civil  liberty,  tney  claim 
the  right  of  exercising  a  power  inconsistent  with 
the  first  principles  of  civil  liberty,  and  repugnant 
to  the  genius  and  nature  of  our  GovemmeoL  If 
Congress  have  such  a  power,  we  are  not  freemen. 

'*  To  provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote 
the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessiocs  of 
liberty,"  are  mentioned  in  the  preamble  of  the 
Constitution  as  objects  and  ends  which  the  peo- 
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)le  b«d  ID  riew,  in  giviog  the  powers  which  they 
]id  gire,  and  not  as  a  designation  of  powers  which 
;7ere  to  be  giren.  They  were  expressed  as  an 
tdmonition  to  after  legislators,  how  to  exercise 
heir  powers,  and  to  restrain  them  from  passing 
aws  founded  ctpon  such  principles  as  are  em* 
traced  in  the  Secrttary's  plan,  and  not  to  justify 
t.  "  The  common  defence,  genera!  Welfare,  and 
ecuring  the  blessing  of  liberty,"  are  a  pole  star, 
ir  constellation,  to  direct  Congress  in  their  course, 
md  in  the  application  of  the  powers  which  are 
xpressly  given  them  by  the  Constitution.    Sir, 

do  not  know  of  any  express  provision  in  the 
Constitution,  that  Congress  shall  have  power  "to 
provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the 
general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessinn  of  lib- 
erty." To  say  that  Congress  bav^  all  powers 
rbieh  they  may  deem  necessary  to  accomplish 
hese  objects,  and  that  they  are  not  restrained  by 
he  powers  expressly  given,  is,  in  effect,  to  say 
here  is  no  limit  to  their  powers;  that  our  Con- 
titution  is  a  mere  carte  blanche.  BlH,  sir,  if 
)Owers  were  given  id  the  general  terihs  before 
nentioned,  (which,  howevef,  is  not  the  case,^ 
iud  afterwards  particular  powers  Were  expressed, 
he  general  powers  would  be  controlled  and  re- 
trained by  the  special.  This  is  aii  established 
tile  in  the  construction  of  all  instriiments.  If  A 
pves  to  B  a  letter  of  attorney,  in  which  he  con- 
ititutes  him  his  agent,  to  represent  him  in  all 
tourts.  and  to  transact  all  his  concerns,  and  then 
proceeds  to  give  powers  to  do  special  at; ts;  in  a 
)articular  manner,  the  general  powers  are  con- 
rolled  and' restrained  by  the  special. 

The  true  construction  of  the  provision  in  the 
[Constitution,  that "  Congress  shall  have  power 
;o  raise  and  support  armies,"  is,  that  Congress 
ihall  have  authority,  or  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them 
0  do  it ;  not  that  they  may  use  power  or  force, 
o  coerce  or  compel  the  citizens  to  enter  the  reg- 
ilar  army.  Congress  have  power  to  establish 
)ost  offices  and  make  post  roads;  but  no  person 
3Ver  supposed  that  they  could  chain  the  citizens 
[6  wheeloarrows,  and  make  them  work  against 
their  will.  The  power  of  Congress  to  raise  ar- 
naies  must  be  eiSercised  in  such  a  manner  as  is 
sonsistent  with  the  people  eiijoying  "  the  bless- 
ings of  civil  liberty." 

Thocrgh  the  Oovernmetit  of  the  United  States 
cannot  claiin  any  power  by  implication  or  con- 
struction, being  prohibited  from  doing  it  by  the 
Constitution,  yet  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  the 
State  governments  or  the  people.  It  is  admissi* 
ble  and  fair  to  itifer  what  thev  meant  to  reserve 
in  one  case,  by  what  they  renise  to  give  in  an- 
other. That  the  people  and  the  States  did  not 
intend  to  ^ive  Congress  power  by  force  to  com- 
pel the  citizens,  our  fathers,  brothers,  and  chil- 
dren, to  enter  the  regular  Army,  destined  for  for- 
eign conquest,  under  United  States'  officers,  is 
clearly  to  be  inferred,  from  their  refusing  to  place 
the  militia  under  United  States'  officers  when 
forced  into  the  service,  even  in  case  of  invasion, 
the  most  pressing  exigency  that  can  possibly  hap* 
pen. 
What  powers  the  people  and  the  several  Stetes 


thought  it  was  necessary  to  ffive  to  Congress,  and 
what  they  did  give,  is  to  be  learned  from  the  spi- 
rit of  the  times  in  which  tKe  Constitution  was 
formed,  from  the  views  and  motives  which  in- 
duced the  people  to  form  it,  and  from  a  fair  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  itself,  taking  it  all 
toffetber. 

When  the  Constitution  was  formed  and  adopt- 
ed, a  Jealousy  of  the  military  power  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  a  caution  as  to  what  they  should 
part  with,  were  predominant  feelings  in  the  peo- 
ple of  all  the  States.    A  consolidated  military 
Government  was  the  object  of  fearful  apprehen- 
sions.   The  State  Governments  had  been  tried, 
and  were  familiar  to  the  people,  and  a  more  gen- 
eral confidence  was  placed  in  them  than  that  of 
the  United  States,  of  which  they  had  made  no 
experiment.     The  *' blessings  of  civil  liberty" 
were  thought  much  more  secure,  without  giving 
to  Congress  an  unlimited  power  of  the  sword, 
than  thev  would  be  if  that  were  the  case.    Let 
the  people  of  Massachusetts  have  been  told,  that 
Congress,  if  the  Constitution  were  adopted,  would 
have  power  to  raise  regular  armies,  against  the 
opinion  of  their  State  Legislature,  for  foreign 
conquest,  or  anv  other  purpose,  and  that  their 
parents,  themselves,  and  their  children,  could  be 
forced  into  the  ranks,  under  the  command  of  Uni- 
ted States'  officers,  and  be  subject  to  martial  law. 
and  the  discipline,  severity,  and  the  privations  or 
a  camp ;  and  the  Constitution,  instead  of  being 
suffered  to  lie  on  the  table  tor  consideration, 
would  have  been  thrown  under  it.    They  wonla 
have  said,  we  have  fought  for  *Mhe  blessings  of 
civil  liberty,"  and  we  will  not  adopt  a  Constitu'* 
tion  which  will  seal  our  slavery.    The  people  of 
Massachusetts  would  have  said,  on  such  an  oc- 
casion, what  the  people  of  Virginia  did  on  one 
less  warrantable, "  We  will  secedefrom  the  Union. 
'  and  be  left  to  the  protection  and  ffovernment  ot 
'  a  hundred  thousand  free  independent  citizens." 
In  the  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
a  hedge  was  intended  to  be  set  about  the  citizens 
of  the  several  States,  to  guard  them  against  the 
incursions  of  the  military  powers  of  the  United 
States.    The  wisdom  of  that  precaution  is  now 
manifest.    If  the  United  States  could  command 
the  military  power  of  all  the  States,  they  would 
endanger  and  could  easily  destroy  any  individual 
State.    This  was  foreseen,  and  the  power  with- 
holden.    Even  the  qnalified  authority  which  is 
given  to  Congress  by  the  Constitution,  '^  to  pro- 
vide for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions," 
requires  that  the  soldiers  should  be  placed  under 
officers  appointed  by  the  States.    This  reserva- 
tion was  made  by  the  States  to  guard  their  citi- 
zen soldiers  against  oppressive  power,  to  secure 
to  the  State  Governments  the  attachment  of  the 
officers,  and  guard  the  State  against  a  misappli- 
cation of  their  mtli tar v  force,  and  prevent  if  from 
being  turned  against  them.    Can  any  one  believe 
when  the  people,  in  case  of  invasion,  the  most 
trying  emergency  which  can  happen,  ^ave  the 
United  States  power  to  call  forth  the  militia  nn* 
der  State  officers  only,  that  they  intended  to  put 
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the  whole  people  of  the  several  States  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  GovernmeDt  of  the  United  States, 
«Dd  expose  them  to  be  forced  into  the  regular 
Army,  under  United  Slates'  officers,  in  whose 
appointment  they  bad  no  aj^ency,  and  under 
whose  command  they  would  nnd  no  mercv ;  and 
this  for  the  purpose  of  foreign  conquest?  No, 
sir  1  It  is  a  doctrine  too  absurd  and  inconsistent 
to  find  support  in  any  unprejudiced  mind.  We 
may  as  well  suppose  that  they  would  have  trem* 
bled  at  the  yelping  of  a  lapdog,  and  felt  no  ter- 
rors at  the  roaring  of  lions ;  that  they  would  have 
strained  at  a  gnat  and  swallowed  a  camel. 

All  those  who  labor  to  support  the  right  of 
Confi^ress  to  exercise  the  powers  contemiklated  in 
the  Secretary's  plan,  in  my  mind,  fall  into  one 
common  error.  Instead  of  considering  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  as  a  Government 
of  limited  jurisdiction,  possessing  such  |)owers 
only  as  are  expressly  given,  they  consider  it  as  a 
Government  of  general  jurisdiction,  and  as  hav- 
ing all  powers  which  are  not  denied. 

All  powers  not  expressly  given  to  Congress  by 
the  Constitution,  are  reserved  to  the  States  or  to 
the  people.  If  the  powers  siyen  are  not  adequate 
to  the  public  exigencies  (which  I  do  not  admit  to 
be  the  case,)  it  is  not  the  fault  of  Congress,  who 
are  the  mere  agents  of  the  people,  and  accounta- 
ble to  them  for  the  fair  and  faithful  exercise  of 
such  powers  only  as  are  ^iven  to  them.  To  say 
that  it  is  necessary,  or  highly  convenient  to  the 
defence  of  the  country,  that  Congress  should 
have  the  powers  contemplated  in  the  Secretary's 
plan,  and  therefore,  that  they  have  them,  is  very 
illoffical.  It  is  like  arguing  from  right  to  fact, 
or  from  fact  to  right,  which  is  never  admissible. 
Whether  or  not  it  would  have  been  better,  accord- 
ing to  the  ideas  which  the  majority  now  seem  to 
have,  that  the  United  States  should  have  been 
consolidated,  and  the  independence  of  the  States 
annihilated,  and  Congress  possess  all  power,  even 
the  power  of  actinff  immediately  upon  the  people 
for  all  military  and  civil  purposes,  it  is  of  no  im- 
portance to  inquire.  We  do  not  sit  here  to  alter 
the  Constitution,  or  make  a  new  one,  but  to  ad- 
minister it,  according  to  its  form  and  effect,  as  the 
people,  from  whom  all  power  proceeds,  and  for 
whose  benefit  it  is  to  be  exercised,  have  made  it. 

For  the  purposes  of  defence,  the  State  Gov- 
ernments have  a  right  to  command  the  services 
of  all  their  citizens  who  are  able  to  render  any ; 
but  no  Government  under  heaven  has  a  right  to 
compel  the  citizens  of  our  country  to  enter  the 
regular  Army,  under  United  States'  officers,  for 
the  purpose  of  "*  pushing  the  war  into  Canada," 
or  for  the  purpose  of  any  foreign  conquest,  what- 
ever. Such  a  power  is  at  war  with  the  vital  spi- 
rit of  our  Constitution,  and  the  first  principles  of 
civil  liberty. 

Sir,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Secreta- 
ry's plan,  and  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  which 
have  been  attempted  to  be  defended  in  the  pres- 
ent debate,  the  soldiers  may  be  wholly  drawn 
from  one  section  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
officers  appointed  from  another.  The  legislators, 
the  judges,  and  the  freemen  of  the  Eastern  States, 


I  against  their  consent,  may  be  placed  under  the 
command  of  minions  and  shriplings  from  distant 
Slates.    This  may  be  thought  to  be  a  vision  of 
fancy,  a  delusion  of  the  mind ;  but,  judging  from 
appointments  which  have  heretofore  been  made, 
we  could  not  expect  that  more  attention  would 
be  paid  to  our  feelings  or  our  interest,  in  a  cer- 
tain section  of  our  country,  than  such  a  state  of 
things  would  exhibit.    As  I  am  unwilling  to  be 
thought  to  make  railing  accusations,  without  ev- 
idence to  support  them,  I  shall  trouble  the  House 
with  the  statement  of  a  few  facta,  which  folly 
maintain  the  suggestions  which  I  have  made. 

Not  to  mention  the  embarrassments  experienced 
by  Massachusetts  in  defendins  against  the  enemy 

(which  have  been  fully  stated  by  my  honorable 
riend,  Mr.  King)  arising  from  the  President's 
sendin£[  a  Greneral,  in  whom  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  had  practically  said  they  had 
no  confidence,  to  command  on  one  of  the  most 
important  stations,  the  case  of  Colonel  Loring 
ought  not  to  pass  unnoticed.    Some  few  years 
since,  he  commanded  a  company  of  militia  in  the 
town  of  Boston,  and  was  chargeable  with  many 
acts  of  insubordination  and  unmilitary  conduct, 
for  which  he  was  arrested.    As  a  mihtary  man, 
he  was  a  common  mover  of  sedition  and  disor- 
der.   A  court  martial  was  legally  appointed, and 
consisted  of  officers  of  both  political  parties.   By 
the  unanimous  voice  of  the  court,  he  was  found 
guilty,  and  by  their  sentence  disqualified  for  hold- 
ing any  military  office  (if  I  mistake  not)  for  fire 
years ;  and  the  sentence  was  approved  by  the  su- 
preme Executive  of  Massachusetts.    Bdfore  this 
disability  was  removed,  he  received  a  colonel's 
commission  from  the  President,  and  was  sent  to 
exercise  his  command  in  the  very  section  in  which 
he  had  received  his  sentence  of  disqualification, 
and,  as  I  have  been  informed^over  one  of  the  of- 
ficers who  sat  on  his  triaL    This  was  an  afilroot 
and  an  insult  to  the  constituted  authorities  of 
Massachusetts,  and  to  power  legally  exercised ; 
and  while  the  President  thns  practises  himself, 
he  cannot  expect  that  his  authority  and  jurisdic- 
tion will  be  respected  by  others.    The  embarrass- 
ments which  the  appointments  to  which  I  allude 
occasioned  to  the  Government  of  Massachusetts, 
in  their  late  measures  of  defence,  were  much  more 
than  a  counterbalance  for  any  aid  they  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Government  of  the  United  Sutes. 
The  express  provision  in  the  Constitution,  that 
the  States  shall  appoint  the  officers  of  the  militia, 
when  called  into  actual  service,  is  considered  as 
a  strong  argument  against  the  right  of  Congress 
to  exercise  the  powers  contemplated  in  the  Sec- 
retary's plan,  and  the  train  of  reasoning  he  has 
adopted  to  get  over  it  is  extraordinary  indeed. 
He  admits  that  if  the  mode  of  raising  an  army 
which  he  proposes,  "  draws  men  from  the  militia 
service  and  places  them  under  regular  officers,  the 
principles  ol  the  Constitution  are  violated."    In 
the  execution  of  the  Secretary's  plan,  men  will 
be  forcibly  drawn  from  the  militia  and  placed  in 
the  regular  Army,  under  the  United  States' offi- 
cers.   This  I  hold  to  be  indisputably  the  case* 
The  grounds  upon  which  it  is  eonteaded  that  such 
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will  not  be  the  operation  of  the  Secretary's  plan, 
are,  that  the  mea  are  drawD  from  the  population 
of  the  country,  and  not  from  the  militia. 

Sir,  does  not  the  population  of  the  country  em- 
brace the  militia?  Is  it  not  a  well  settled  maxim 
in  philosophy,  law,  and  common  sense,  that  the 
greater  contains  the  less,  and  that  the  whole  em- 
braces all  the  parts  7  If  one  part,  and  that  from, 
which  military  force  would  most  probably  be  at- 
tempted to  be  drawn,  is  guarded  and  secured  by 
the  Constitution,  can  you  take  the  whole  without 
violating  the  provision  whch  secures  the  part  ? 
Certainly  you  cannot.  The  population  of  the 
country  embraces  the  militia, and  more  also;  and 
because  the  power  proposed  to  be  exercised  is  not 
limited  to  the  militia,  it  is  said  to  be  Constitutional, 
though  it  is  admitted  that  it  would  not  be  so  if  it 
were  thus  limited.  If  you  cannot  touch  a  part, 
unless  it  be  mtb  modo^  you  cannot  touch  the  whole, 
which  includes  that  part,  unless  it  be  subject  to 
the  same  limitation.  But,  sir.  Congress  have  no 
power  over  the  population,  for  military  purposes, 
excepting  it  be  "  to  organize  them  as  militia,  and 
arm  and  discipline  them,"  and  when  thus  organ- 
ized, to  call  them  forth  for  the  purposes  expressed 
by  the  Constitution,  under  officers  appointed  by 
the  States. 

If  the  bill  on  your  table  is  unconstitutional,  re- 
sistance is  not  only  lawful,  but  it  is  a  duty.  To 
resist  usurped  power,  is  as  high  a  duty  as  to  sub- 
mit to  power  lawfully  exercised ;  and  the  freemen 
of  the  East  will  much  sooner  incur  the  penalties 
of  aa  unconstitutional  law,  than  the  guilt  of 
treachery  to  their  country  and  posterity.  We 
have  beard  much  from  some  of  the  majority,  "  of 
the  power  of  Government,  of  rebellion,  and  of 
crisis."  Sir,  far  be  it  from  me  to  do  anything  to 
invite  or  hasten  crises,  but  if  they  are  forced  upon 
the  citizensof  this  country,  when  they  are  defend- 
ing "  the  blessings  of  civil  liberty,"  they  will  be 
met  with  that  fortitude  which  conscious  integrity 
inspires,  and  the  power  of  the  Government,  exerted 
in  an  unjust  cause,  will  be  found  to  be  impotent. 

From  the  langua^  of  some  gentlemen,  I  should 
suppose  they  imagine,  that  persons  in  authority 
have  a  right  to  use  any  powers  which  thev  may 
deem  necessary  to  accomplish  lawful  ends,  and 
are  not  restrained  or  limited  to  Constitutional 
means,  and  that  resistance,  in  all  cases,  would  be 
rebellion. 

^'  Whoever  in  authority,"  said  the  great  Mr. 
Locke, "  exceeds  his  powers,  acts  without  author- 
ity, and  may  be  opposed  as  any  other  man  who 
invades  rights."  Upon  its  being  ot»erved,  that 
"  to  tell  the  people  they  may  oppose  power  when 
perverted  or  misapplied,  will  lead  to  rebellion," 
the  same  great  man  replied,  ^  you  may  as  well 
say,  to  tell  honest  men  they  may  oppose  robbers 
and  pirates  will  lead  to  disorder  and  bloodshed." 
When  the  famous  Selden  was  asked,  ^  by  what 
statutes  resistance  to  tyranny  could  be  justified," 
he  answered  :  "It  is  to  be  justified  by  the  custom 
and  usage  of  England,  wnich  is  the  law  of  the 
land."  ''  We  are  to  support  the  Crown,^  says 
Bolingbroke,  ^'  with  our  lives  aud  fortunes,  while 
it  keeps  withia  bounds,  and  protects  us,  and  no 


longer."  *'  This  is  so  well  settled,"  as  he  expresses 
it,  **  that  conscience  has  no  occasion  to  battle 
with  the  understanding."  "A  King," says  Mr. 
Erskine,  "  has  no  more  authority  to  exceed  his 
power,  than  a  constable."  If  Government  usurp 
a  power,  not  given  by  the  Constitution,  they  are 
wrong  doers, and  responsible  for  the  consequences. 

In  the  Secretary's  explanatory  observations,  it 
is  said,  that  ^  Congress  had  a  right,  by  the  Con- 
stitution, to  raise  regular  armies,  and  no  restraint 
is  imposed  in  the  exercise  of  it;"  that  ''it  would 
be  absurd  to  suppose  that  Congress  could  not  car- 
ry this  power  into  eflfect,  otherwise  than  by  ac- 
cepting the  voluotarv  services  of  individuals"— 
and  that  *'  it  might  happen  that  an  army  could 
not  be  raised  in  that  mode,  whence  the  power 
would  have  been  granted  in  vain." 

Sir,  it  will  never  happen  in  a  country  like  ours, 
that  a  wise  and  proviaent  Administration  cannot 
raise  an  army,  without  resorting  to  force,  when 
the  interest  of  the  nation  requires  that  they  should 
have  one.  In  a  war  just,  necessary,  and  expedi- 
ent, and  wisely  conducted,  one  in  which  the  feel- 
ing of  the  people  are  engaged,  armies  will  be 
raised  with  great  facility.  In  any  other  war  the 
Government  ought  not  to  have  an  army.  Our 
Government  is  a  Government  of  the  people,  was 
made  for  the  people,  for  the  good  of  the  many, 
and  not  to  support  the  pride,  the  weak  or  wicked 
policy,  or  the  passions  of  the  few.  War  never 
ought  to  be  declared  bj  a  Government  like  ours, 
excei)ting  for  causes  or  such  magnitude,  and  for 
injuries  of  such  a  nature,  as  to  cause  a  general 
excitement.  After  having  legislated  for  years 
upon  principles  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the 
people,  and  destructive  of  their  attachment  to 
the  Government,  to  expect  that  the  people  would 
rally  round  the  Government,  and  fight  with  en- 
thusiasm, betrays  a  want  of  knowledga  of  men, 
and  of  the  nature  of  our  free  institutions. 

The  Secretary  further  observes,  that  "  long 
'  continued  invasions,  conducted  by  well  disci- 
'  plined  troops,  can  best  be  repelled  by  troops 

*  kept  constantly  in  the  field,  and  equally  well 

*  disciplined ;"  that  "  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
^  tutlon,  and  the  States  who  ratified  it,  knew  the 

*  advantage  which  an  enemy  might  have  over 
'  us  by  regular  forces,  and  intended  to  place  their 
'  country  on  an  equal  footing;"  and  so  he  con- 
cludes the  Gbvernment  have  a  right  to  raise  such 
troops  by  compulsion. 

If  our  Government  can  adopt  such  reasoning 
as  this,  and  reduce  it  to  practice,  our  citizens  wiu 
soon  find  themselves  in  chains  of  despotism. 
"  The  framers  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  States 
who  adopted  it,"  also  well  knew  that  an  attack 
made  upon  our  country  by  the  energies  and  un- 
divided efforts  of  a  foreign  despot,  could  most 
effectually  be  resisted  by  despotic  and  arbitrary 
power ;  and  it  may  as  fairly  be  contended  that, 
la  time  of  war,  it  was  intended  by  'Uhe  framers 
of  the  Constitution,"  that  the  President,  to  whom 
the  command  of  the  Army  and  Navy  is  given, 
should  have  all  the  power  of  a  Roman  Dictator. 
No  doubt  if  one  individual  wielded  the  whole 
physical  force,  and  commanded  the  whole  re- 
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soureen  of  the  country,  in  time  of  war,  we  could 
more  saccessfitlly  ioTade  foreign  countries,  and 
more  promptly  defend  our  own.  **  The  pace  of 
snail,'' in  which  the  American  Congress  moves, 
is  not  well  suited  to  the  energies  and  quick-time 
step  of  military  operations.  But  with  power  in 
the  President,  so  well  suited  to  war,  what  would 
become  of  us  in  peace  ?  We  might  then  be  op- 
pressed with  as  much  facility  as  we  could  be 
defended  in  WAr.  To  guard  against  oppression, 
the  powers  of  Qoyernment  are  wisely  limited  by 
the  people,  and  eyery  branch  of  the  Ctoreroment, 
at  their  peril,  must  Iteep  within  the  bounds  pre- 
scribed. If  we  have  free  institutions,  and  enjoy 
^'tbe  blessings  of  civil' liberty,"  we  cannot  pos- 
sess all  the  despotic  energies  in  war.  This  our 
Government  ouffht  to  have  considered  before 
war  was  declared. 

The  President,  through  his  Ministry,  declares 
to  us  '*  that  the  nature  of  the  crisis  in  which  we 
<  are  involved,  and  the  extent  of  our  danger,  re- 
'  quire  particular  attention ;  that  we  are  contend- 
'  ing  for  existence,  and  most  make  great  exer- 
'  tions,  and  suffer  great  sacrifices;  that  we  are 
'  called  upon  for  a  display  of  all  that  patriotism 
*  which  distinguished  us  in  the  first  great  strug- 
'  gle;  that  we  must  relinquish  do  right,  or  perish 
'  in  the  struggle." 

Is  this  a  true  picture  of  the  state  of  our  coun- 
try ?  Are  we  contending  for  existence  ?  Are  we 
called  upon  for  a  display  of  those  spasms  of  patri- 
otism exhibited  in  our  great  struggle?  How 
came  we  in  this  situation  ?  By  whose  agency, 
and  for  what  causes,  were  we  thus  involved? 
The  same  Government,  the  same  men,  involved 
us  in  the  war,  which  is  the  cause  of  all  the  evils 
and  calamities  which  await  us,  who  now  tell  us 
and  the  world,  that  the  principle  in  support  of 
which  they  said  the  war  was  declared  is  not 
worth  a  serious  contest.  The  same  men  who 
now  call  upon  us  to  surrender  our  lives,  our  per- 
sonal liberty,  our  children,  and  everything  which 
is  dear  to  us,  to  extricate  our  country  from  the 
state  of  wretchedness  in  which  they  have  in- 
volved us,  now,  in  effect,  admit,  that  after  the 
revocation  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council  there 
was  no  adequate  cause  for  prosecuting  the  war. 
It  is  true,  as  is  said,  after  the  pe^ce  m  Europe, 
the  principles  ;of  impressment,  for  which  our 
enemy  contend,  *'wili  nave  no  practical  effect;" 
but  what  were  we  told  when  the  war  was  de- 
clared? It  was  then  resounded  from  one  end  of 
the  continent  to  the  other,  that  the  war  was  a 
war  for  principle ;  that  sailors'  rights  were  to  be 
established  on  a  basis  eternal.  No  man  supposed, 
from  the  representations  of  the  supporters  of  the 
war.  that  the  blood  and  treasure  which  were  ex- 
pended were  to  avert  the  current  sufferings  by 
impressment  during  the  war  in  Europe.  Every 
one  knew  that  the  evils  of  one  year  of  war 
would  be  greater  than  those  of  a  century,  result- 
ing from  impressment,  in  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  practised  when  the  war  was  declared.  Gren- 
tlemen  may  disguise  it  as  they  will,  still  the  pas- 
sions, the  feelings,  and  the  motives  which  led  to 
the  war,  will  be  rightly  apprehended  and  fully 


understood  bv  our  enlightened  citizens.     Sir, 
the  causes  or  the  war,  the  motives   which  in- 
fluenced our  Government  when   they   declared 
it,  the  conquest  of  Canada,  and  everything  rela- 
ting to  these  subjects,  have  become  to  rae  ex- 
tremely disgusting.    I  have  no  pleasure  in  enter* 
ing  upon  them,  even  for  the  purpose  of  justly 
reproaching  the  authors  of  the  war,  though  the 
baneful  effects  of  it  meet  my  eyes  in  every  direc- 
tion.   But,  sir,  when  I  hear  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  say,  "  he  had  noc  the  honor  of 
voting  for  the  war,  not  being  a  member  when  it 
was  declared;"  when  I  hear  him  speak  of  "^ a 
morbid  neutrality," and  hear  him  ask  ''what  sit- 
uation would  our  country  have  been  in  had  arar 
not  been  declared  7"  implying  that  he  thinks  the 
war  a  blessing;  when  I  view  the  picture  of  the 
distresses  of  our  country,  as  described  by  the 
Government ;  when  I  look  around  upon  my  fd- 
low-citisens  and  neighbors,  and  contrast  their 

F  resent  with  their  situation  before  the  war;  when 
see  persons  and  families  who  were  then  in 
flourishing  and  happy  circumstances,  moving 
over  the  earth  in  a  step  so  light  as  scarcdy  to 
touch  it — when  I  see  the  same  persons,  in  conse- 
quence of  disasters  which  have  grown  oot  oC  the 
war,  now  moving  in  the  solemn  step  of  a  funeral 
procession,  poor  as  death,  and  gloomy  as  the 
grAve ;  when  I  behold  the  silence  of  midnight 
pervade  our  commercial  cities,  where  the  bosy 
hum  of  industry  was  heard  in  every  street,  I 
cannot  repress  my  feelings.  Many  tears  of  blood 
have  been  shed  in  consequence  of  the  war.  tod 
scenes  have  been  acted,  which  none  but  niinds 
blinded  by  infatuation,  and  hearts  impenetrtUe 
by  pity,  and  insensible  to  feelings  of  remorse, 
can  contemplate  without  horror.  Tbose  who 
think  that  the  happiness  of  the  people  deserves 
more  consideration  than  the  pride  of  mistaJcen 
rulers  will  readily  admit  that  it  is  caueb  to  be 
regretted  that  war  was  declared.* 

*The  following  extracts  from  s  letter  of  the  cele- 
brated patriot,  Edmund  Burke,  to  the  shcrifis  of  Bris- 
tol, on  American  affairs,  in  1777,  needa  no  oomment 
to  show  their  application  to  tiie  supporters  and  oppo«- 
ers  of  the  present  war : 

"  Indeed  onr  affairs  are  in  a  bad  condition.  I  do 
assure  those  gentlemen  who  have  prayed  for  war,  an2 
obtained  the  blessing  they  have  aonght,  that  they  are 
at  this  instant  in  very  great  straits. 

**  The  events  of  this  war  are  of  so  much  greater 
magnitude  than  those  who  either  wished  or  ftsrsd  it, 
ever  looked  for,  that  this  atone  ought  to  fill  every  eon- 
siderate  mind  with  anxiety  and  diffidence.    Wise  men 
often  tremble  at  the  very  things  which  fill  the  thought- 
less  with  security.    Whether  you  are  yet  wholly  out 
of  danger  from  them  is  more  than  I  know,  or  thaa 
your  nders  can  divine ;  bnt  even  if  I  were  certsia  of 
my  safety,  I  could  not  easily  forgive  those  who  hs^ 
brought  me  into  the  most  dreadful  perils,  becanse  hf 
accidents,  unforeseen  by  them  or  me,  I  hare  eaapf^ 
A  oonsdentions  man  would  be  cautious  how  he  ottlt 
in  blood ;  he  would  feel  some  apprehenmons  of  bong 
called  to  a  tremendous  account,  for  engaging  a  so 
deep  a  play,  without  any  sort  of  linowledge  sf  the 
game.  I  cannot  conceive  any  existence  under  Heaven, 
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We  are  lold  *^  that  the  resolt  of  the  contest  cato- 
not  be  doDbtful."  If  farther  contest  mast  take 
place,  it  is  my  wish  that  the  prediction  may  prove 
true.  But  I  want  something;  more  to  rest  my 
hopes  upon  than  the  prophecies  of  the  present 
Administration,  or  their  ability  to  conduct  the 
war.  Their  predictions,  heretofore,  have  proved 
illusory  ilnd  vain  }  and  I  believe  history  does  not 
furnish  an  example  of  fands  so  extensive  bein? 
expended,  and  means  so  extensive  exhausted,  ana 
so  little  effect  produced.  If  the  Administration 
have  the  talents  requisite  for  conducting  the  war, 
why  has  not  more  been  done  7  It  is  said  that  this 
is  a  war  of  the  nation,  and  not  of  a  party ;  that 
a  great  majority  of  the  people,  the  substantial 
yeomanry,  the  physical  strength  of  the  country, 
are  with  the  Government.  All  the  laws  have 
been  passed  for  raising  men  and  money,  which 
the  supporters  of  the  war  have  required.  If  the 
war  is  popular,  at  least  four  millions  of  people,  a 
greater  number  than  the  whole  population  of  the 
country  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  must  be  heart 
and  hand  with  the  Administration.  The  purses, 
even  of  the  Opposition,  have  been  open  to  the 

(which  in  the  depths  of  its  wisdom  tolerates  all  forts 
of  things,}  that  it  is  more  truly  odious  and  disgasting, 
than  an  impotent,  helpless  creature,  without  citil  wis- 
dom, or  military  skill,  bloated  wil^  pride  and  arro- 
gance, calling  for  battles  which  he  is  not  to  fight,  con- 
tending for  a  dominion  which  he  can  never  exercise, 
and  satisfied  to  be  hmtoelf  mean  and  miserable,  in 
order  to  render  others  wretched. 

*^  If  you  and  I  find  our  talents  not  of  the  great  and 
ruling  kind,  onr  conduct  at  least  b  conformable  to  our 
faculties.  No  man's  life  pays  the  forfeit  of  onr  rash- 
ness. No  desolate  widow  weeps  tears  of  blood  over 
our  arrogance. 

"  I  know  many  have  been  taught  to  think  that  mod- 
eration in  a  case  like  this  is  a  sort  of  treason,  and  that 
all  argumanta  for  it  are  sufficiently  answered  by 
charging  all  the  present  or  future  miseries  which  we 
may  su&r  on  the  resistance  of  our  brethren.  But  I 
would  wish  them  in  this  grave  matter,  and  if  peace  is 
not  wholly  removed  ^m  their  hearts,  to  consider  seri- 
ously that  to  criminate  and  recriminate  never  yet  was 
the  road  to  reconciliation  in  any  difference  among 
men.  If  measures  of  peace  are  necessary,  they  must 
begin  somewhere ;  and  a  concOiatory  temper  must 
precede  and  prepare  every  plan  of  reconcilianon.  Nor 
do  I  conceive  that  we  suffer  anything  by  thus  regula- 
ting our  minds;  we  are  not  disarmed  by  being  disen- 
cumbered of  onr  passions.  This  outrageous  language 
which  has  been  encouraged,  and  kept  alive  by  every 
art,  has  already  done  incredible  mischief. 

^^  If  I  had  not  lived  long  enough  to  be  little  sur- 
prised at  anything,  I  should  have  been  in  some  degree 
astonished  at  the  continued  rage  of  several  gentle- 
men, who,  not  satisfied  with  carrying  fire  and  sword 
into  another  country,  are  animated  nearly  with  the 
same  fury  against  tiiose  neighbors  of  theirs,  whose 
only  crime  it  is  that  they  have  charitably  and  humane- 
ly wished  Uiera  to  entertain  more  reasonable  senti- 
ments, and  not  always  to  sacrifice  their  interest  to 
their  passion.  All  this  rage  against  unresisting  dis- 
lent,  convinces  me  that  at  bottom  they  are  &r  from 
satisfied  they  are  in  the  right  For  what  is  it  they 
vrould  have  t    A  war !    They  certainly  have^  at  this 


supporters  of  the  war.  as  far  as  they  would  draw 
upon  their  own.  If  the  statements  of  the  major- 
ity are  true,  the  results  of  three  campaigns,  and 
the  existing  state  of  things,  most  clearly  show  a 
want  of  talents  in  the  Government  to  call  forth 
and  apply  the  resources  of  the  couutry. 

The  President,  through  his  Minister,  says: 
"  The  United  States  must  give  up  no  right,  or 
perish  in  the  struggle." 

These  were  not  the  sentiments  of  Alexander 
the  Deliverer,  at  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit;  and  we  have 
seen  the  fruits  and  eflfects  of  the  wisdom  of  Ro- 
manzofi*,  in  negotiating  that  treaty,  wonderfully 
displayed  in  the  battle  of  Borodino,  and  in  the 
after  events  of  Europe.  No  wise  Government, 
despotic  or  republican,  ever  held  soch  language, 
or  practised  upon  such  a  principle.  A  mad  ad- 
herence to  this  principle  hurried  Bonaparte  from 
the  government  of  the  fairest  part  of  Europe  to 
that  speck  of  creation,  the  island  of  Elba.  What, 
yield  nothing !  give  up  no  right,  however  unim- 
portant, even  to  quiet  the  reasonable  fears  of  our 
enemy  I  not  even  be  at  peace  with  ^*  our  red 
brethren,"  and  suffer  those  children  of  nature  to 

moment,  the  blessing  of  something  that  is  very  like 
one.  Is  it  the  force  of  the  nation  Uiey  call  for  ?  they 
have  it  already ;  and  if  they  choose  to  fight  their  bat- 
tles in  their  own  persons  nobody  prevents  their  march- 
ing with  the  next  ei  pedition.  Do  they  think  the  ser^ 
vice  is  stinted  for  the  want  of  liberal  supplies  1  Indeed 
they  oomplain  without  reason.  The  table  of  Uie 
House  will  glut  them,  let  their  appetite  for  expense  be 
ever  so  keen* 

"  In  order  lo  prodnee  this  favorite  unanimity  In  de- 
lusion, and  to  prevent  all  possibility  of  a  return  to 
our  ancient  happy  concord,  arguments  for  our  con- 
tinuance in  this  course  are  drawn  from  the  wretched 
situation  itself  into  which  we  have  been  betrayed.  It 
is  said  that,  being  at  war,  all  the  policy  we  have  left  is 
to  strengthen  the  hand  of  Government  On  the  prin- 
ciple of  this  argument,  the  more  miBchiefii  we  suffer 
fi:om  Admiiustration,  the  more  our  trust  in  it  Is  to  be 
confirmed. 

*^  Let  them  but  once  get  us  into  a  war,  and  then 
their  power  is  safe,  and  an  act  of  obliTion  passed  for 
ail  their  misconduct  According^,  the  least  resistance 
to  power  appears  more  inexcusable  in  their  eyes  tibaa 
die  great  abases  of  authority.  AD  dread  of  a  stand- 
ing militaiT  fotce,  is  fooked  upon  as  a  supeiatitiona 
panic ;  and  we  are  taoght  to  believe  that  a  desire  of 
domineering  over  our  countrymen  is  love  to  our 
country. 

**  It  ii  impossible  that  we  should  remain  long  in  a 
situation  which  breeds  such  notions  and  dispositiona 
without  some  great  alteration  in  the  national  charao- 
ter.  Many  thmgs  have  been  long  operating  towards 
a  gradual  change  in  our  principles ;  but  this  war  has 
done  more  in  a  few  years  than  all  the  other  causes 
could  have  effected  in  a  century.  It  is,  therefore,  not 
on  its  own  separate  account,  but  because  of  its  at- 
tendant circumstances,  that  I  consider  its  continuance, 
or  its  ending  in  any  way  but  that  of  an  honorable 
and  Kberal  accommodation,  as  the  greatest  evil  that 
can  befall  us ;  for  that  reason  I  entreat  you,  again  and 
again,  neither  to  be  persuaded,  shamed,  or  frighted 
out  of  the  principles  that  have  Idtherto  led  so  many  of 
yon  to  abhor  the  war." 
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eojoy  uodistorbed,  a  small  portion  of  the  lands 
wbicb  the  Qod  of  nature  gave  them!  The 
proudest  Monarchs,  in  their  proudest  days,  bare 
often,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  given  up  rights  not 
important  to  their  security,  to  quiet  the  fears  of 
a  weaker  neighbor.  Louis  XIV,  when  more  pow- 
erful than  any  Monarch  in  Europe,  for  the  sake 
of  peace,  and  to  quiet  the  fears  ov  the  English 
and  Dutch,  agreed  fo  destroy  his  fortifications  at 
Dunkirk.  The  English,  when  they  were  con- 
querors, to  obtain  peace,  and  quiet  the  fears  of 
Spain,  agreed  to  demolish  tfaeir  forts  near  the 
Bay  of  Honduras.  No  wise  Government,  to 
avoid  a  present  contest,  will  surrender  rights 
which  will  weaken  itself  essentially^  or  give  an 
accession  of  power  to  its  enemy  which  will  ope- 
rate a  serious  disadvantage  in  future  contests. 
These' general  observations  I  have  thought  it  not 
improper  to  make;  as  negotiation  for  peace  is 
pending,  I  will  not  be  more  particular . 

Sir,  I  am  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  reproaches 
which  have  been  cast  upon  the  Government  and 

Eeople  of  Massachusetts,  for  suffering  a  part  of 
er  territory  to  be  captured,  and  hitherto  to  re- 
main in  possession  of  the  enemy.  It  is  the  more 
extraordinary,  as  the  censure  comes  from  mem- 
bers of  a  Government  to  whom  she  has  paid  the 
price  of  protection,  and  from  whom  she  has  a 
right  to  demand  it.  It  is  owing  to  the  improvi- 
dence of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
that  the  enemy  now  possesses  the  territory  to 
which  allusion  is  had.  A  small  portion  of*^  the 
millions  drawn  from  Massachnsetts,  and  wasted 
by  dishonest  agents,  or  expended  in  mad  projects, 
if  it  had  been  laid  out  in  building  fortifications, 
and  placing  garrisons  in  them,  would  have  pre- 
vented even  a  temporary  loss  of  this  territory. 
If  the  United  States  declare  to  New  Eneland 
that  they  cannot  protect  them,  and  that  afl  ex- 
pectations of  the  General  Government  doing 
their  duty  are  mere  delusions,  Massachusetts  wiu 
use  her  means  to  better  purposes  than  the  United 
States  have  employed  them.  Since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  more  money  has  been 
received  from  Massachusetts  by  the  United  States 
than  they  have  been  able  to  beg  or  borrow,  even 
at  an  enormous  premium,  of  their  partisans  and 
supporters ;  in  return  for  which,  for  twelve  years 
past,  she  has  received  nothing  but  injuries.  More- 
over, the  place  invaded  is  nearly  three  hundred 
miles  from  Massachusetts  proper,  and  her  whole 
intermediate  seacoast,  three  hundred  miles  in  ex- 
tent, has  been  left  unprotected  by  the  United 
States,  whose  duty  it  was  to  provide  for  their 
defence ;  and  even  her  capital,  daily  in  expecta- 
tion of  invasion,  was  wholly  neglected  by  the 
General  Government.  In  this  situation  it  did 
not  comport  with  the  wisdom  and  sound  policy 
of  the  supreme  Executive  of  Massachusetts,  to 
draw  his  troops  from  the  capital  of  his  State 
into  the  wilds  of  the  District  of  Maine,  to  rescue 
a  portion  of  its  territory  from  a  possession  of  the 
enemy,  which,  as  it  respects  the  most  of  it,  is 
merely  nominal,  and  leave  the  capital  of  the 
State  to  be  sacked  and  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 
Acts  of  folly  and  weakness  of  this  description 


are  the  exclusive  right  of  another  Executive. 
Sir,  I  desire,  with  suitable  feelings  and  emo- 
tions, to  thank  my  God,  that  the  capital  of  Mas- 
sachusetts has  not  been  invaded.  Had  it  been  so 
ordered,  even  if  we  had  been  victorious,  vic- 
tory might  have  been  purchased  with  blood,  pre- 
cious to  me  as  my  own.  In  the  event  of  an 
invasion,  which  I  pray  God  to  avert,  I  believe 
that  the  rebellious  people  of  Boston,  and  their 
brethren  in  the  vicinity,  would  look  at  Bunker's 
Hill,  and  at  their  enemy,  and  that  very  different 
materials  would  be  furnished  for  the  pages  of 
future  history,  from  those  furnished  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and  his  loyal  subjects 
of  this  patriotic  section,  in  the  Hudibrastic  vic- 
tory which  be  obtained  in  the  memorable  battle 
of  Bladensburg — 

'*When  the  fight  beoomcs  a  chase, 

*<  He  wins  the  fight  who  wins  the  nee." 

Sir,  I  do  not  like  to  draw  geographical  lines, 
or  make  sectional  comparisons.    Discussions  of 
this  nature  are  never  invited  or  commenced  by 
me.    But  when  gentlemen  from  other  States 
question  the  prowess  or  patriotism  of  Massachu- 
setts, I  must  be  permitted  to  remind  them  of 
what  the  history  of  our  country  will  prove,  that 
a  force,  equal  to  that  which  overran  whole  Sutes 
in  the  South,  and  chased  Legislators  from  their 
seats  into  the  mountains  after  the  first  gun  was 
fired,  were  never  able  to  penetrate  into  Massa- 
chusetts the  distance  of  cannon  shot  from  her 
shores. 

Although  I  have  already  occupied  the  floor  too 
long,  I  cannot  quit  it  without  expressing  the  high 
gratification  which  I  felt  in  hearing  the  remam 
of  two  of  the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Hopkins  and  Air.  Duvall,)  who  preceded  me  in 
this  debate.  To  hear  the  mutual  interests,  rhe 
mutual  wants  and  mutual  supplies  of  the  East- 
ern and  Western  States,  and  the  adaptation  of 
one  to  the  other,  and  the  legitimate  and  proper 
defence  of  the  whole,  a  navy,  recognised  and 
described,  in  language  so  lively  and  so  just,  exci- 
ted in  my  breast  very  pleasing  emotions.  I  have 
witnessed  nothing  like  it  since  I  have  bad  the 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House.  The  feelings  of 
friendship  and  respect  which  were  expressed  for 
the  people  of  the  Eastern  States  were  of  a  new 
impression.  One  of  the  gentlemen  (Mr.  Du- 
vall)  mixed  a  little  gall  with  his  honey,  and 
planted  a  few  seeds  of  henbane  and  nighuhade 
in  his  garden  of  spices;  but  upon  that  I  shall  not 
dwell. 

When  I  consider  the  relative  circumstances 
and  situations  of  the  Eastern.  Southern,  and 
Western  States,  and  see  how  much  of  harmony 
and  how  little  of  opposition  there  is  in  their  in- 
terests, and  how  happily  they  are  calculated 
to  relieve  the  mutual  wants  oi  each  other,  and 
to  furnish  mutual  benefits,  I  am  astonbhed  at 
the  seeds  of  bitterness  which  have  sprang  up 
among  them.  When  inquiry  is  made  how  this 
happened,  we  may  say,  as  it  was  said  in  Holy 
Writ,  when  the  tares  were  found  among  the 
wheat,  "an  enemy  hath  done  it."    In  my  mind, 
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a  few  promineat,  influential  men  in  our  country, 
too  aroent  friends  of  one  foreign  nation,  and  too 
inveterate  haters  of  another;  enemies  to  com- 
nierce,  to  a  navy,  to  the  fisheries,  and  to  every- 
thing excepting  the  terra  firma  of  our  country, 
whatever  their  views  may  have  heen,  were  the 
founders  of  the  mistaken  and  ruinous  policy  of 
our  Government^  and  of  course  sowed  the  seeds 
of  the  heartburnings  and  ill  blood  among  our  cit- 
zens,  and  of  all  the  evils  which  await  our  coun- 
try.* 

If  a  reconciliation  ever  takes  place  between 
cor  citizens,  and  between  the  different  sections 
of  our  country,  it  must  commence  somewhere, 
and  most  clearly  it  ought  to  commence  with  the 
majority.  If  a  system  of  measures  calculated  to 
save  our  country,  and  not  partaking  of  the  spirit 
of  partv,  should  be  proposed  by  them  and  reject- 
ed by  toe  minority,  the  majority  have  the  power 
of  votes  to  enforce  their  own  measures,  and 
'Without  mortification  can  say  to  the  minority. 
we  can  do  without  you;  whereas  the  minoriiyj 
destitute  of  this  power,  must  approach  the  ma- 
jority in  the  style  of  petitioners;  a  style  which 
the  majority  have  no  right  to  expect  they  will 
assume^  considering  the  state  in  which  the  meas- 
ures or  the  maiority,  against  admonitions  and 
remonstrances,  have  involved  their  country. 

Mr.  Farsow. — Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not,  on  the 
question  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  on  your  table, 
detain  yon  with  my  opinion  in  respect  of  either 
the  justice  or  policy  of  the  war  that  you  are  now 
engaged  in,  nor  with  the  wisdom  of  the  measures 
in  which  it  has  been  prosecuted.  The  day  for 
examining  the  propriety  of  the  war  is  passed  by. 
It  must  now  be  enough  for  me  to  know  that  war 
was  Constitutionally  declared,  and  that  it  has 
been  conducted  by  the  constituted  authority.  As 
man  must  be  fallible,  it  is  his  province  to  err ;  and 
I  have  no  wish  to  live  under  a  Government  where 
he  is  not  allowed  that  privilege.  However  great 
may  have  been  theerrorsof  your  Administration, 
it  is,  nevertheless,  my  boast  and  pride  that  I  am 
a  citizen  of  your  Government.  I  would  not  ex- 
change it  for  any  other.  While  I  wish  all  na- 
tions well,  my  own  is  the  most  dear  to  me.«  In- 
fluenced by  these  impressions,  I  will  give  you 
every  support  in  my  power  to  enable  you  to  pros- 
ecute the  war,  until  you  can  obtain  a  just  and 
equitable  peace. 

It  is  contended  by  several  honorable  gentlemen 
that  the  principles  of  the  bill  are  unconstitutional. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr. 
Stockton,)  with  great  perspicuity,  and  with  a 
strong  discriminating  mind,  so  contended.  I  sub- 
scribe to  every  principle  that  he  contended  for, 
and  every  position  that  he  laid  down;  but  he  did 
not,  nor  cannot,  apply  them  to  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration.   When  a  case  comes  before  you  to 

*  Monsieur  Genet,  the  first  Minister  from  the  French 
Republic  to  our  Government,  has  recently  ssid,  tibat 
in  the  measures  which  he  adopted  towards  the  supreme 
Execative  of  our  countiy,  the  character  of  which  is 
known  by  eveiy  one,  he  had  the  advice  and  approba- 
tion of  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  late  President. 


which  they  can  be  applied  I  will  vote  with  that 
gentleman.  It  is  in  this  case,  Mr.  Speaker,  like 
all  others,  proper  first  to  establish  facts  before 
you  can  properly  apply  principles.  He  states 
that  the  militia  can  only  be  called  out  by  you,  to 
either  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  in- 
surrections, or  repel  invasions.  That  is  also  my 
opinion.  As  I  told  you,  we  agree  on  principles, 
but  how  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  bill 
is  not  to  call  out  the  militia  for  either  of  those 
purposes  I  cannot  tell.  The  facts,  as  I  will  show, 
will  not  authorize  such  a  conclusion.  Let  us 
now  examine  what  are  the  facts.  We  all  know 
that,  at  this  time,  the  enemy  has  possession  of  the 
town  of  Castioe,  and  a  large  country  around 
there,  within  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  Some 
of  the  forts  on  your  Northern  and  Northwestern 
frontiers,  some  of  the  islands  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  on  your  Northern  coasts,  the  enemy  holds 
possession  of.  Now,  under  these  circumstances, 
what  is  your  duty  marked  out  by  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States? 
[Here  Mr.  F.  read  from  the  said  section:  '*To 

*  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of 
'the  land  and  the  naval  forces;  to  provide  for 
'  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
'  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  in- 

*  vasions,"] 

Having  in  view  this  part  of  the  Constitution, 
indulge  me  while  I  read  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  before  you.  ^  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and 

*  required  to  call  upon  the  Executives  of  the  sev- 
'  eral  States  and  Territories  thereof,  for  their  re- 
'  spective  quotas  of  80.000  militia,  armed  and 
'  equipped  according  to  law,  to  serve  for  the  term 
'  of  one  year,  from  the  time  of  meeting  at  the 

*  place  of  rendezvous,  unless  sooner  discharged." 
These  are  the  principles  of  the  bill;  there  is  a 
provision  in  the  bill,  holding  out  an  inducement 
to  any  man  called  out  as  a  militiaman,  to  enlist 
and  join  the  regular  army.  They  may  do  so  if 
.they  please;  and  so  they  may,  whether  this  law 
is  passed  or  not.  If  they  go  into  the  regular  ser- 
vice, it  must  be  by  virtue  of  their  voluntary  con- 
tract. I  did  vote  with  those  who  wished  to  re- 
duce the  term  of  service,  believing,  as  I  do,  that 
six  months  is  as  long  as  the  militia  ought  to  be 
called  out  from  their  homes  and  families.  But  a 
majority  of  this  honorable  body  differs  with  me 
in  opinion,  and  have  fixed  the  term  of  service  at 
twelve  months.  I  will,  therefore,  vote  for  the 
bill,  as  I  am  not  willing  for  the  nation  to  strike 
her  flag  until  the  enemy  will  suffer  you  to  rest  in 
peace. 

Mr.  Gaston  said,  he  hoped  he  might  be  in- 
dulged with  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  few 
minutes.  It  was  not  his  purpose  to  wander  over 
the  extensiye  field  of  controversy,  which  had  been 
opened  on  this  occasion,  but  briefly  to  notice  one 
or  two  interesting  topics,  which  had  not  received 
the  attention  due  to  them.  The  bill  on  the  table 
was  such  a  singular  nondescript  that  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  define  its  character.  Its  friends  were  gen- 
erally solicitous  that  it  should  be  regarded  as  an 
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prdinary  militia  btil.    A  majoritjr  of  the  Hoose 
had  viewed  it  in  the  light  of  a  bill  imposing  a 
direct  tax,  while  he  bdiercd,  with  hia  friends 
around  him,  that  it  was  a  disingenuous  and  tin- 
warrantable  contrivance  for  compelling  the  mili- 
tia to  find  recruits  for  the  regular  army.    If  the 
bill  were  to  be  rej^arded,  as  its  friends  wished,  as 
an  ordinary  militia  bill,  one  objection  alone  was 
sufficient  to  insure  its  rejection.    It  was  utterly 
inefficient  for  the  purposes  it  professed  to  have  in 
view.    As  to  other  parts  of  the  country,  he  would 
not  speak  decisively;  bat  in  that  with  which  he 
was  oest  acquainted,  he  would  venture  to  assert, 
that  the  ^uota  required  by  this  bill  could  not  be 
brought  into  the  field,  in  conformity  to  its  provis- 
ions, in  less  than  twelve  months  after  the  requi- 
sitiqn.    Let  these  provisions  be  examined  a  mo- 
ment.   After  the  President  has  made  his  requisi- 
tion upon  the  Executive  of  a  State,  the  captain 
of  everv  infantry  company  within  it  is  to  be  in- 
structea  and  required  to  enroll  on  his  muster  list 
the  names  of  all  persons  within  the  local  limits 
of  his  company,  liable  to  do  military  duty,  whe- 
ther members  of  his  own  or  any  other  military 
corps.    When  this  enrolment  is  completed,  every 
captain  is  to  make  a  return  thereof,  by  mail  or 
otherwise,  to  the  brigade-inspector  of  his  brigade. 
When  this  officer  has  received  the  returns  from 
all  the  captains  of  his  brigade,  he  is  then  to  make 
out  and  forward  a  return  to  the  Adjutant  General 
of  the  State,  setting  forth  in  it  the  numbers  be- 
longing to  each  regiment,  battalion,  and  compa- 
ny.   The  Adjutant  General,  on  receiving  the  re- 
turns of  all  the  brigade  inspectors,  is  to  ascertain 
the  number  of  men  which  each  brigade,  regiment, 
battalion,  and  company,  ought  to  furnish  towards 
making  up  the  quota  required.     Having  per- 
formed this  arithmetical  labor,  he  is  then  to  com- 
municate the  result  to  the  brigadiers  throughout 
the  State,  who  will  parcel  out  so  much  of  the 
intelligence  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  com- 
mandants of  regiments,  who,  in  their  turn,  will 
issue  orders  to  the  ca{)tains  with  whom  this  pro- 
cess began.    This  business  happily  concluded,  the 
captains  will  then  divide  their  companies  inta 
classes,  equal  to  half  the  number  of  persons 
whom  they  are  to  furnish,  taking  especial  care 
that  these  classes  shall  contain  the  same  number 
of  j>!ersons  and  the  same  quantity  of  wealth. 
Each  class  will  then,  by  draught  or  contract,  fur- 
nish two  soldiers.    Then  is  to  be  resumed  the 
task  of  reporting  to  brigade  inspectors,  who,  in 
their  turn,  report  again  to  the  Adjutant  General. 
When  this  second  routine  of  returns  is  com- 
pleted, the  men  who  are  to  form  the  quota  are 
known,  and  are  to  be  organized  by  companies, 
battalions,  regiments,  brigades,  and  divisions,  and 
to  have  their  appropriate  officers  selected  and 
commissioned.    When  it  is  recollected  that  many 
of  the  officers  whose  agency  is  essentially  neces- 
sary to  set  this  complicated  machine  in  motion, 
(men  appointed  in  the  piping  days  of  peace,)  are 
very  little  acquainted  with  military  outies  gen- 
erally, and  will  not  be  apt  soldiers  in  learning 
the  new  duties  assigned  them,  that  they  are  scat- 
tered over  an  extensive  territory,  live  remote  from 


post  offices,  and  are  not  in  the  habit  of  corres- 
pondence by  mail,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  doubc 
that  many  casualties  and  failures  most  occur  to 
interrupt  the  regular  transmission  and  return  of 
their  official  communications.    This  wilJ   uke 
place  with  the  best  intentions.    But  if  some 
should  be  disposed  not  to  co-operate  zealously  fa 
the  plan,  how  will  you  detect  culpable  omissions 
on  their  part  ?    How  prove  the  regular  receipt  of 
orders,  intrusted  to  a  conveyance  well  known  to 
be  uncertain,  and  probably  delivered  privatelj,  if 
delivered  at  all,  and  without  the  power  after- 
wards of  distinctly  recollecting  the  fact  ?    tf  the 
militia  are  to  be  resorted  to  for  the  defence  of 
this  country^  the  utmost  promptitude  and  despatch 
are  essential.    The  emergency  is  immediate;  so 
should  be  the  call.    Yet  all  our  legislative  energy 
is  to  be  compressed  into  a  scheme  which  will  pre- 
vent the  forthcoming  of  militia,  until  the  occa- 
sion for  their  services  is  past.    As  a  militia  bill 
that  now  before  us  is  worse  than  nugatory.    It  is 
ruinous,  trifling  with  the  most  important  interests 
of  the  country. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  rose  principidly  for  an- 
other purpose;  for  a  purpose  wnich  must  interest 
the  best  feelings  of  every  man  who  loves  Consti- 
tutional freedom,  or  respjects  the  memory  of  the 
man,  ^*  first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the 
hearts  of  his  countrymen."  In  the  course  of  tlus 
discussion,  the  monstrous  and  detestable  doctrine 
asserted  by  our  Secretary  of  War,  that  the  Gen- 
eral Government  has  an  uncontrolled  power  to 
force  every  American  into  the  ranks  of  a  regular 
army,  has  been  maintained  and  combatted  with 
equal  zeal,  though  with  unequal  argument.  To 
the  reasoning  of  my  honorable  friends  I  presume 
not  to  add  anything.  The  jurv  before  whom 
this  issue  is  tried,  the  enlightenea  freemen  of  this 
country,  cannot  hesitate  as  to  the  verdict  they  are 
to  pronounce.  They  are  ready  to  declare  the 
claim  which  has  been  advanced,  is  arbitrary, 
unconstitutional,  and  fitted  only  for  the  reeion  of 
slavery.  But  recourse  has  been  had  to  authorUy, 
and  the  name  of  Wasbingtoii  has  been  brought 
forward  in  this  House  to  give  sanction  to  doc- 
trines utterly  subversive  of  the  principles  of  civil 
liberty,  as  it  he  had  left  on  record  one  act,  here- 
tofore aodiscovered  by  friend  or  foe,  sufficient  to 
tarnish  all  the  fame  of  his  illustrious  actions^  and 
to  strike  olT  his  name  from  the  list  of  the  bene- 
factors of  mankind.  Mine  be  thie  task  to  rescue 
from  this  unmerited  imputation  the  memory  of 
the  man.  whom,  from  infancy,  I  was  taught  to 
love  and  revered 

The  doctrine  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  suted 
in  its  mildest  form,  is,  that  the  United  States 
have  a  right  to  draught  men  out  of  the  militia, 
to  fill  the  ranks  of  the  regular  Army.  This  doc- 
trine is  said  to  be  explicitly  advanced  in  a  report 
of  General  Knox,  while  Secretary  of  War,  and  to 
have  be^n  distinctly  approved  by  General  Wash- 
ington, to  whom  that  report  was  submitted.  If 
either  of  these  positions  be  unfounded,  the  pre- 
tence of  the  authority  of  Washington  most  be 
abandoned.    Both  are  imfounded. 

And  first,  sir,  admitting  for  a  moment  that 
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General  Kdox's  m>orl  intimates  saefa  a  cUim  od 
the  part  of  the  Gteneral  Goveromeot.  od  what 
eyideoce  are  we  to  pronouoce  that  this  claim  ob- 
taioed  the  sanctioo  of  General  Wasbiogtoo? 

It  appears,  that  at  the  secood  session  of  the  first 
Congress,  uoder  the  present  Constitution,  when 
the  head  of  the  Executive  Departments  wer« 
presenting  tbeir  respective  plans  upon  the  great 
subjects  which  came  immediately  under  tbeir 
riew,  when  Hamilton  was  making  his  reports  on 
public  credit  and  a  National  Bank,  Jeffersoo  on 
:he  fisheries  and  other  subjects,  and  Randolph 
jpon  the  Judiciary  Establishment,  that  Qeaeral 
f  noz,  then  Secretary  of  War,  submitted  his  plan 
for  thje  arrangement  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
Statjes  with  a  view  to  their  effectual  defence. 
This  plan  was  presented  to  tbe  President  by  Gen. 
Blnox,  with  a  letter,  stating  that  it  was  lubstan- 
lially  the  same  plan  which  had  been  prepared  for 
the  consideration  of  the  late  Congress,  under 
whom  he  had  also  been  Secretary  of  War,  and 
had  then  been  submitted  to  General  Washing- 
ton's examination.  That  the  general  principles 
?f  that  plan  having  then  met  bis  approbation, 
with  some  exceptions,  such  modifications  had 
>een  made  as  conformed  to  his  suggestions. 

This  plan  and  letter  the  President  sent  to  Con- 
gress, with  the  following  Message : 

'  Gentkmen  qf  the  Senate 

and  Hfx^u  of  BqfmentaiiwtB  .* 

'<  The  BtenUrj  of  the  Department  «f  War  has  sab- 
nitted  to  me  certain  piindidei,  to  serve  as  a  plan  ibr 
;lie  general  arrangement  of  the  militia  of  tbe  United 

States. 

**  Conceiving  the  subject  to  be  of  the  greatest  impor- 
Lance  to  the  wel&re  of  onr  conntryt  and  liable  to  be 
placed  in  various  points  of  view,  I  have  directed  him 
to  lay  the  plan  be£>re  Congress  for  their  information, 
that  they  may  mal^e  such  use  thereof  as  thej  shall 
judge  proper. 

«  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

"UNITED  States, /an.  21,  1790." 

The  Message  and  plan  were  referred  by  Con- 
gress to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  who 
did  nothing  in  relation  to  it.  Some  months  after 
it  was  iaicT  before  .a  select  committee,  who  had 
been  appointed  to  bring  in  a  militia  bill,  and  of 
its  history  I  can  discover  no  (urther  trace. 

It  is  obvious  .th^it  G(eneral  Knox's  plan,  from 
his  own  account  of  it,  was  constructed  under  the 
old  Confederation,  when  the  only  authority  of 
Congress  to  raise  soldiers  was  by  requisitions  on 
the  States,  and  when  it  could  not  therefore  be 
contemplated  to  draught  men  into  the  regular 
Army,  except  by  virtue  of  State  authority,  and 
through  the  medium  of  State  regulations.  In 
this  plan,  at  the  time  it  originated,  General  Wash- 
ington had  perceived  nailitary  merit,  and  had 
suggestetd  hints  towards  its  further  improvement. 
If  afterwards,  in  attempting  to  accommodate  this 
system  to  the  purposes  of  the  new  Government, 
and  to  incorporate  into  it  the  former  military 
suggestions  of  General  Washington,  Gen.  Knox 
had  unguardedly  left  in  it  any  provision  which 
would  seem  not  suited  to  the  powers  of  the  new 
Government,  it  does  not  appear  that  such  feature 


was  ever  brought  to  the  distinct  notice  of  the 
President.  He  submitted  it  to  Congress,  merely 
as  a  report  from  tbe  Head  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment of  a  plan  for  a  system  of  military  defence, 
with  a  well-founded  confidence  that  Congress 
would  extract  from  it  such  provisions  as  they 
might  deem  useful,  and  were  not  beyond  the 
sphere  of  tbeir  Constitutional  powers. 

But,  sir,  the  egregious  fallacy  of  this  argument 
will  be  detected  by  an  examination  of  the  report 
itself.  I  have  examined  it  attentively,  and  I  pro- 
nounce unhesitatingly,  that  it  does  not  contain 
the  principle  said  to  be  found  in  it.  Although 
detached  passages  of  the  report  might  seem  to 
countenance  the  doctrine,  which  it  is  now  relied 
on  to  support,  yet  when  thej  are  exao^ined  in 
connexion  with  eacb  other,  and  with  the  context, 
it  is  demonstrable,  that  it  holds  forth  no  claim  to 
draught  men  from  the  militia  of  the  States  into 
the  regular  Army  of  t|ie  United  States.  In  the 
letter  of  General  Knox,  accompanying  the  plno, 
it  is  xecommended  as  a  national  system  of  "  de- 
fence;" and  in  thie  intrpductioh,  it  claimed  to  be 
"the  most  efficient  system  of  defiance  which  mar 
be  compatible  with  thf  interesis  of  ^  free  people/' 
He  notices  the  prejudice  which  the  modern  prac- 
tice of  Europe  has  created  in  favqr  of  sti^nding 
armies.    He  expressed  bis  opinion,  that  ^^a  smaU 

*  corp9pf  well-disciplined  and  well-informed  artil- 
'  lerists  and  engineers,  and  a  l^ipn  for  the  protee- 

*  tion  of  the  frontiers  and  the  magazines  and  arse- 

*  nals,  are  all  the  Military  Establishment  which 
^  may  be  required  for  the  present  use  of  the  United 

States;  the  privates  of  these  corps  to  be  enlisted, 
'  for  a  certain  period,  after  tbe  expiration  of  whieb 

*  to  return  to  the  mass  of  the  citi;a^ns«"  He  d9* 
clares  bis  conviction,  that  ^  an  energetic  national 
militia  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  capital  security  of 
a  free  Republic.'^  '^If,"  in  conformity  to  his 
recommendation,  ^*  it  should  be  decided  to  rejeet 
'  a  standing  army,  for  the  military  branch  of  the 

*  Government,  as  possessing  too  aerce  an  aspect, 

*  aiid  being  hostile  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  it 

*  will  follow  that  a  well-constituted  militia  ought 
'  to  be  esuiblished."  Then,  taking  as  the  princi- 
ples of  hi9  plan  these  maxims  which  are  appli- 
cable only  to  a  militia  defence,  and  declaring  his 
purpose  to  be  to  carry  iiito  effect,  not  that  power 
of  the  Groverqment  which  relates  to  the  raising 
of  ermies,  but  that  which  authprizeis  the  United 
States  '^  to  provide  for  organizing  and  disciplinine 
'  the  militia,  and  for  governitig  sucb  part?  of 
'  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the 

*  United  States;  reservix^  to  the  States,  respect- 

*  ively,  the  appointment  of  the  officers  and  the 
'authority  or  tr«ininff  tbe  militia  according  to 
'  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress,"  he  bryifls 
forwacrd  his  scheme  of  a  national  defence  by 
means  of  militia  only,  without  a  recurrence  to  a 
regular  army.  It  is  not  necessary  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  miiiute  examination 
of  this  scheme,  for  it  is  immaterial  to  the  present 
question  whether  it  was  practicable  and  conve- 
nient or  otherwise.  It  was  a  bold  plan  of  militia 
organization  and  discipline.  }  hazard  no  opinion 
as  to  its  correctness  or  utility.    Ita  prominent 
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features  were,  a  division  of  ail  tlie  militia  into 
three  corps ;  an  adTanced,  a  main,  and  a  reserved 
corps;  composed  of  individoals  of  different  ages; 
giving  to  all  these  corps  the  legionary  form ;  and 
a  sub-division  into  sections  for  the  more  ready 
and  eqaal  compliance  with  every  proper  requisi- 
tion. The  reserved  corps,  consisting  of  persons 
of  advanced  age,  was  set  apart  for  the  domestic 
defence  of  each  State,  and  was  not  to  he  obliged 
to  furnish  men,  except  inca.<es  of  actual  invasion 
or  rebellion  near  home.  The  advanced  corps 
''were  designed  not  only  as  a  school  in  which  the 
'  youth  of  the  United  States  were  to  be  instructed 
'  ID  the  art  of  war;  but  they  were  in  all  cases  of 
'  exigence  to  serve  as  an  actual  defence  to  the 
*  community.''  And  "  in  all  cases  of  invasion  or 
'  rebellion,  were,  on  requisition  of  lawful  author- 
'  ity,  obliged  to  march  to  any  |)lace  within  the 
'  United  States."  And  when  in  the  serfice  of 
the  United  States,  were  to  be  allowed  the  same 
pay,  ''subsistence,  clothing,  and  other  allowance, 
as  should  be  made  to  Federal  troops  under  the 
same  circumstances.''  The  main  corps,  forming 
the  principal  defence  of  the  country,  either  united 
with  the  reserve  corps  for  domestic  purposes,  or 
"on  sudden  occasions,  to  which  the  advanced 
corps  was  incompetent,"  furnished  thereto  an 
adeq^uate  portion  of  its  force  "  by  means  of  its 
sections."  Thus,  in  the  language  of  Qeneral 
Knox,  for  a  sum  less  than  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  annually,  an  energetic  national  militia  was 
to  be  durably  established,  the  invaluable  princi- 
ples of  liberty  secured  and  perpetuated,  and  a 
dignified  national  fabric  erected  on  the  solid  foun- 
dation of  public  virtue.  Thus  much  for  the  ordi- 
nary organization  of  this  national  force,  and  for 
its  application  to  those  casual  and  fleeting  pur- 
poses which  might  arise  in  a  state  of  general 
tranquillity.  But  should  anv  serious  and  perma- 
nent interruption  of  the  pobfic  tranquillity,  either 
from  external  or  internal  causes,  require  a  more 
permanent  and  vigorous  form  to  be  given  to  this 
national  force,  this  end  was  to  be  accomplished 
by  requisitions  on  the  States,  which  would  be 
answered  from  the  advanced  and  main  corps  by 
means  of  the  sections.  This,  sir,  is  the  obvious 
meaning  of  the  clauses  in  this  report,  which  have 
been  relied  on  as  warranting  the  doctrine  of  con- 
scription. The  clauses  are  these — ^"AU  requisi- 
'  tions  for  men  to  form  an  army,  either  for  State 
'  or  Federal  purposes,  shall  be  furnished  by  the 
'  advanced  and  main  corps,  by  means  of  the  sec- 
'  tions."  "  The  Executive  government,  or  Com- 
'  mander-in-chief  of  the  militia  of  each  State, 
'  will  assess  the  numbers  reouired,  on  the  respect- 
'  ive  legions  of  these  corps.''  The  army  here  in- 
tended is  an  army  of  militia,  not  of  regulars;  not 
procured  by  recruiting,  still  less  by  forcing  men 
into  the  ranks,  under  the  authority  of  the  wneral 
Government,  but  obtained  by  means  of  requisi- 
tions on  the  States,  sanctioned  by  their  respective 
Executives.  The  requisitions  must  be  under- 
stood to  be  such  as  are  recognised  in  the  Consti- 
tution, to  repel  invasions,  suppress  insurrections, 
and  execute  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  The 
officers  of  this  army  were  contemplated  to  be 


militia  officers,  not  Federal;  for  the  report  ex- 
plicitly declares  that  the  constitutions  of  the  indi- 
vidual and  United  States  having  prescribed  the 
mode  in  which  the  officers  of  the  militia  should 
be  appointed,  no  alteration  can  be  made  therein, 
"and  expresses  a  solicitude  that  the  wisdom,  of 
'  the  States  may  be  manifested  by  iDdociog  indi- 
'  viduals,  who  bad  acquired  military  skill  m  oor 
'  Revolutionary  contest,  to  accept  of  these  militia 
'  appointments,  and  thus  render  their  dear  bought 
'  knowledge  useful  to  the  nation." 

The  army  of  which  General  Knox  speaks,  in 
this  report,  is  an  army  to  be  formed  by  ''reqnUl- 
tions"  on  the  States;  to  be  employed  only  in  the 
exigence  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  be  com- 
manded by  officers  appointed  by  the  State  author- 
ities. It  IS  clear,  therefore,  that  he  is  speaking 
not  of  a  regular,  but  of  a  militia  armj. 

Let  this  report,  sir,  be  examined  irom  be^pin- 
ning  to  end,  and  every  sentence  criticised,  and 
ingenuity  may  still  be  defied  to  point  out  a  single 
clause,  which,  by  fair  construction,  can  be  made 
to  support  the  idea,  that  Gkneral'  Knox  intended 
a  draught  from  the  militia  into  the  ranks  of  the 
regular  Army,  under*the  authority  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government.    I  am  indebted  to  an  intelli- 
gent gentleman  for  an  idea,  which  very  much 
corroborates  my  construction  of  the  report. — 
General  Knox  proposes,  with  a  view  to  maintain 
defence,  a  classification  of  seamen  somewhat 
similar  to  that  of  militia.    But,  to  carry  this  into 
operation,  he  declares  it  requisite  that  '^efficient 
'  regulations  should  be  established  in  the  respecc- 
*  i?e  States  to  register  seamen,  and  to  render 
'  those  of  a  certain  age  amenable  to  the  public 
'  for  personal  service,  if  demanded  within  a  given 
'  period."    Now,  sir,  why  was  it  necessary  to  call 
in  the  aid  of  State  laws  to  impose  this  obligation 
on  the  seamen  of  the  United  States?    It  most  be 
because  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
had  not  conferred  on  the  General  Government  a 
right  to  compel  their  services;  yet  that  Consti- 
tution had  given  as  unlimited  a  power  to  provide 
and  maintain  a  navy,  as  it  had  to  raise  and  sup- 
port an  army.    Could  General  Knox,  while  ad- 
mitting that  the  General  Government  had  no 
com  pulsatory  power,  in  the  one  case,  be  supposed 
to  contend  for  it  in  the  other.    Sir,  I  will  trouble 
the  House  no  further.    I  trust  I  have  proved  to 
the  satisfaction  of  every  reflecting  mind,  that  the 
documents  so  confidently  produced   afford    no 
countenance  to  the  doctrines  they  were  meant  to 
uphold.    Whatever  other  names  may  be  brought 
forward  to  sanction  the  doctrine  of  conscription, 
that  of  the  great  founder  of  our  liberties  cannot 
be  pressed  into  the  detestable  service. 

The  previous  question  having  been  required 
by  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  was  then  taken,  and 
decided  as  follows :  For  the  previous  question  87, 
against  it  63. 

The  main  question  on  the  passage  of  the  hUl 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmatire: 
For  the  bill  84,  against  it  72,  as  follows : 

TsAs — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Barbonr,  Bard,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Calhonn,  Chap- 
pell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Grmwford, 
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[yreightoo,  Cotbbert,  Ddnoyelloi,  Detha,  DqyiII,  Ktrle, 
Bppes,  Evani,  Farrow,  Findley»  Fick  of  New  York, 
P*omej,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grif- 
in.  Hall,  Hasbronck,  Hawoa,  Hawkbia,  Hopkins  of 
£en tacky,  Humphreys,  IngeisoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Ir- 
rin,  Johniion  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent 
•f  Maryland,  Kershaw,  Kilboam,  King  of  North  Caro- 
ina,  Leflerta,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
dcLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morfree,  Nelson,  New- 
9n,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea 
f  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
lobertson.  Sage,  Beybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  PenosyUa- 
lia.  Smith  of  Virginia,  TannehiO,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Jdree,  Ward  of  New  JerMy,  Williams^  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Baylies  of  Massachn- 
etts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbnry, 
iradley,  fireckenridge,  Bnrwell,  Bntler,  Caperton, 
Caldwell,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cupeper, 
)ana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Mass.,  Davia  of  Pennsylva- 
lia,  £ly,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Oholaoo, 
vroBvenor,  Hale,  Harris,  Hendeison,  Howell,  Jackson 
i  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr, 
Cing  of  MasaachKeetti,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon, 
^arkell,  Miller,  Moeeley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
*itkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Rag- 
les, Schnreman,  SheAy,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Slay- 
aaker.  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford  Stockton,  Stur- 
:es,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
etts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wright 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Wright,  to 
imend  the  title  of  said  bill,  by  ioserting  after  the 
rord  ''militia,'*  the  words  ''or  forty  thousand 
egulars,  if  they  shall  be  furnished  under  the  pro- 
isions  of  this  bill."  And  the  question  being  taken, 
t  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gaston  to  amend 
he  title  by  striking  out  the  words  "for  the  de- 
enee  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  against 
nvasion."  And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was 
letermined  in  the  negative. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be,  "An  act  toauthor- 
ze  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  call 
I  pen  the  several  States  and  Territories  thereof 
or  their  respective  quotas  of  80,000,  militia,  for 
he  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  Slates 
igainst  invasion." 

Tbdrsday,  December  15, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qbolson,  the  petition  of 
l.mey  Dardin,  presented  on  the  27th  December, 
.804,  was  referred  to  the  Comtnittee  on  Pensions 
ind  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  Yancbt  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
fames  Doyle,  which  was  read  twice,  and  com* 
nitted. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
rom  the  Senate,  asking  a  conference  on  the  sub- 
ect-matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
riouses  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
uli  '^  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defray- 
ng  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintain- 
ng  the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  spirits 
listilled  within  the  United  States,  and  byamend- 
Dg  the  act  layiug  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers 
of  spirituous  liquors."  Whereupon, 
13th  Con.  Sd  Ssss. — SO 


Re$olvedf  That  this  House  do  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  said  amendments,  and  agree 
to  the  conference  asked  by  the  Senate  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Eppbs,  Mr.  Fisk  of  New 
York,  and  Mr.  Gbolsoh,  be  the  managers  at  the 
said  conference  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ''to  proride 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  duties  on  sales  at  auction ;  on  the  postage  of 
letters;  on  licenses  to  retail  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  with  amend- 
ments; in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

DUTIES  ON  MANUFACTURES. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppsb,  of  Vir- 
ginia, resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  "  to  provide  additional  reven- 
ues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  ana 
mercbanuise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
Stales." 

[This  bill  proposes  to  lay  on  all  manufactures 
the  duties  specified  in  the  following  extract  from 
the  bill :] 

On  pig  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar. 

On  castings  of  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar  and  fifty 
cents. 

On  bar  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar. 

On  rolled  or  slit  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar. 

On  cnt  nails,  brads,  and  sprigs,  made  wholly  or  in 
part  by  machineiy,  per  poond,  one  cent. 

On  candles  of  spermaoeti  or  white  wax,  per  pound, 
ten  cents. 

On  mould  candles  of  tallow,  or  of  wax,  or  other 
than  white,  or  in  part  of  each,  per  poond,  three  cents. 

On  dipped  eandles  of  tallow,  or  of  wsx,  other  than 
white,  or  in  part  of  each,  per  poond,  one  cent. 

On  hats,  eapa  of  leather  or  Inr,  bonnets,  exeept  made 
entirely  froai  wool,  silk,  cotton,  or  linen,  or  in  part 
from  each,  or  which,  if  made  from  other  materials,  shall 
not  exceed  in  value  one  dollar  and  fifty  oents^  eight 
per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  paper,  five  per  oentum  ad  valorem. 

On  playing  cards,  fifty  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  saddles  and  bridles,  six  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  boots  and  bootees,  exceeding  five  dollars  per 
pair  in  value,  five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  beer,  ale,  and  porter,  six  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem. 

On  tobacco,  cigai%  and  snuff,  twenty  per  centum 
ad  valorem. 

On  leather,  indoding  therein  all  hides  and  Aina, 
whether  tanned,  tawed,  dressed,  or  otherwise  made, 
on  the  original  manofiMtere  thereof  ten  per  oentimi 
ad  valorem. 

Mr.  Eppbs  assigned,  at  some  length,  the  reasons 
why  the  committee  had,  on  these  manufactures, 
departed  occasionally  from  the  instructions  of  the 
House,  and  generally  preferred  an  ad  valorem  to 
a  specific  dut^;  the  principal  of  which  was,  the 
great  variety  in  quality  and  denomination  of  these 
articles,  which,  while  it  would  make  specific  du- 
ties vexatious,  would  render  them  liable  to  con- 
tinual evasions.  All  the  articles  proposed  to  br 
dutied,  he  further  said,  pay  a  much  higher  duty 
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when  imported,  and,  whilst  the  last  section  of 
this  bill  limited  the  operation  of  the  tax  to  the 
continuance  of  the  double  duties  now  imposed 
by  law,  no  article  had  been  selected  for  taxation 
which  it  was  believed  the  United  States  could 
not  manufacture  in  abundance  for  their  consump- 
tion. In  the  present  situation  of  the  country,  cod- 
oeifing  it  unnecessary  to  say  anything  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  imposing  additional  taxes,  h^  waived 
any  remarks  on  that  head. 

Mr.  Batlibb,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  following  words  in  the  above  enumera- 
tion :  "  Cut  nails,  brads,  and  sprigs,  made  wholly 
or  in  part  by  machinery,  one  cent  per  pound." 

Mr.  B.  supported  this  motion  by  a  ^arietj  of 
arguments,  to  show  the  probable  oppressive  effects 
of  this  duty  on  the  manufacture  m  question,  par- 
ticularly in  the  part  of  the  country  which  he  rep- 
resented, where  nails  are  manufactured  entirely 
from  imported  iron.  This  description  of  manu- 
facture, he  said,  already  labored  under  great  dis- 
advantage, arising  from  the  expense  of  erecting 
the  necessary  machinery,  from  the  high  premium 
paid  to  inventors  for  the  use  of  their  patent  right, 
and  from  the  increase  of  the  cost  or  transporta- 
tion and  diminution  of  consumption  occasioned 
by  the  war,  dbc.  So  high  a  duty  would  have  the 
effect,  he  feared,  of  converting  the  manufacture 
by  machinery  to  the  manufacture  by  hand,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  morals  and  agriculture  of  the 
country.  He  said,  he  could  not  see  why  a  dis- 
crimination was  made  between  nails  manuiac- 
tured  by  the  aid  of  machinery,  and  those  made 
by  hand.  Mr.  B.  added,  that  this  tax  was  not  one 
of  those  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasurv. 

Mr.  fippSB,  in  reply  to  one  of  Mr.  B.'8  sugges- 
tions, said,  that  the  reason  why  wrought  nails 
were  exempted  from  taxation,  was,  that  there 
was  no  other  way  in  which  nails  made  for  do- 
mestic use,  for  shoeing  horses,  or  such  occasional 
purposes,  could  be  exempted  from  taxation.  No 
tax  on  nails,  made  by  tne  hand,  could  be  made 
to  produce  anything  to  the  revenue  without  in- 
volving great  oppression.  It  was,  besides,  bow- 
ever,  not  reasonable  or  equitable  that  a  man  who 
makes  nails  by  a  laborious  operation  by  hand, 
should  be  placed  on  a  level  with  htm  who  cuts 
off  a  peck  of  nails  at  a  single  stroke  or  movement 
of  a  machine. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Batlibb  was  negatived— 
ayes  only  39. 
This  amendment  having  failed— 
Mr.  Kino,  of  Maaaaebusetts,  moved  to  anaend 
thia  clause  so  as  to  redoee  tbe  tax  on  nails  from 
one  cent  to  half  a  cent  per  pound,  which  he  sup- 
ported by  a  variety  of  observations. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Mr.  Eppes,  and  Mr.  Kilbourn  ;  and  sup« 
ported  by  Mr.  Wm.  Rbso  ;  and  was  negatived — 
ayes  34. 

Various  modifications  of  this  clause  were  pro- 
posed, one  onlv  of  which  succeeded,  viz :  to  insert, 
"or  rolled,'' after  the  word  "cut." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina. 
the  word  "  mann&cturecl,"  was  added  to  the  wora 


"  tobacco,"  80  aa  to  define  more  cleariy  the  naiore 
of  that  tax. 

Mr.  FoBNET,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  clause  respeetinf  pig  iron,  so  as  to  re- 
duce the  duty  from  one  dollar  to  fifty  cents  per 
ton. — ^Negatived. 

Mr.  F.  then  moved  to  strike  oot  the  words 
"  castings  of  iron  per  ton,  one  dollar  and  fiftj 
cents,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof.  "  hollow  ware 
per  ton  one  dollar,  or  open  sand  castings  fifty 
cents  per  ton ;"  which  motion  he  supported  on 
the  alleged  inequality  of  value  of  the  articles  thus 
proposed  to  be  taxed  alike.  The  motion  was  neg- 
atived. 

Mr.  Wheaton  moved  to  amend  the  clause  for 
taxing  "hats,"  by  inserting,  among  the  excep- 
tions, such  as  are  made  of  ^  straw ;"  in  support 
of  which  motion  he  made  a  number  of  ingenious 
and  pertinent  remarks,  arising  from  the  domesttc 
nature  of  this  manofiMture,  principally  carried  oa 
by  yoong  females  in  the  Extern  Slates. 

Mr.  Wrioht,  of  Maryland,  in  an  eqoally  good- 
hunftored  manner,  objeeted  to  the  meiioo ;  Setm- 
ing  the  elegant  oonnets  which  adorn  onr  ImdM 
heads,  and  their  perpetually  changing  hahions^ 
as  fit  subjects  of  taxation. 

Mr.  FiBK,  of  New  York,  observed,  that  it  was 
far  from  the  Financial  Committee's  intention  to 
include  this  branch  of  manufacture ;  and  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  W BEATON  was  agreed  to  by  a  great 
majority. 

Mr.  BiGELOW.  of  Massachusetts,  supported  by 
his  colleague,  rMr.  Bbiobam,)  moved  to  strike 
out  the  tax  on  leather  altogether.  Negatived— 
ayes  42. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  amend 
the  clause  relating  to  the  tax  on  hats,  by  striking 
out  "  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,"  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof, ''  two  dollars." — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
amend  the  above  extract,  by  striking  out  ali  the 
proposed  taxes,  except  those  on  pf^  iron,  castings, 
bar,  and  rolled,  and  slit  iron,  playing  cards,  beer, 
ale  and  porter,  and  tobacco,  cisars,  and  snuff; 
and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  foUowing: 

On  flour,  fifty  cents  per  bairel. 

On  com,  fky^  oents  per  bushel. 

On  rye,  ^ye  cents  per  bnsheL 

On  cotton,  two  cents  per  pound. 

On  hemp,  two  esnta  per  ponnd. 

On  sugar,  two  eants  per  pound. 

On  rice,  one  cent  per  pound. 

On  tobacco,  one  cent  per  pound. 

On  copper  and  leaden  ore»  and  coal  of  mines,  tea 
per  centum  ad  valorem. 

On  steam  engines,  if  employed  in  lactoneB,  fifty 
dollars ;  if  empl^ed  in  propelling  boats,  one  handred 
dollars ;  and  when  an  exclusive  privilogo  shall  be  en- 
joyed by  the  perK>n  or  persons  chargeable  therewitht 
two  hundred  dollars. 

On  offices,  created  by  authority  of  the  United  States, 
whose  emolument,  bv  salary  or  perquisites,  ahall  aaon- 
ally  exceed  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and  not  exceed 
fife  thousand,  one  per  centum ;  and  on  those  which 
exceed  five  thousand  dollan,  five  per  centum  oa  sudi 
excess,  except  those  offices  whose  emolumeats  are 
I  prohibited  firom  dinunntion  by  the  Ocmstitntion:  Fro* 
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mded,  TluU  fo  mtidi  of  eadi  of  theftregoing  pfOdoeti, 
as  aluJl  b«  ooofttmod  by  tho  ownor,  shiU  be  tzomptod 
bom  taxation. 

This  motion  Mr.  Wilbon  supported  hj  a  train 
of  reasoaing  on  this  bads :  that  the  freeholders, 
who  form  the  body  of  those  who  are  represented 
30  this  floor,  oaght  to  pay  a  tax,  if  not  higher,  at 
least  in  some  degree  proportioned  to  the  tax  now 
proposed  to  be  levied  on  the  poor  and  industrious 
mechanics  of  the  country.  He  made  use  of  a 
lumber  of  arguments  to  show  that  the  taxes  he 
iroposed  were  equitable  in  themselves,  and  more 
easonable  than  those  proposed  by  his  motion  to 
ie  exempted  from  taxation  :  and  partieularly  the 
irticle  of  spermaceti  candles,  and  some  others, 
vhich  will  have  an  exclusively  sectional  ope- 
ation.  In  this  exposition  he  west  much  into 
[etail. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken  without 
lebate,  and  decided  in  the  oegative~^ayes  only 
hirteen. 

Mr.  FiBX,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
ill  so  as  to  exempt  from  the  operation  of  the  tax, 
11  such  castioffs  as  the  Government  may  now 
ave  contracted  for  to  be  delivered  at  stipulated 
rices.  This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Eppes, 
od  negatived  by  a  decided  majority. 

Mr.  Oaklst,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike 
Qt  the  article  of  "dipped  candles;"  which  mo* 
on  was  supported  by  Mr.  £ppfi8,  and  decided  in 
le  affirmative  bv  a  large  majority. 
Mr.  Oaklgy  then  moved  to  except  from  taxa- 
00  altogether  all  mould  candlea  of  tallow. — 
egatived  by  a  laxge  majority. 
Mr.  John  Rebd,  of  Massachiisetta,  moved  lo 
rike  out  *'  apermaeeti"  candles ;  and  argued  at 
»ine  leofflh  in  support  of  his  motion,  on  the 
ouDd  of  the  almost  exclusive  operation  of  this 
X  on  the  Island  of  Nantucket  and  town  of  New 
edford,  &c.,  and  therein  diminished  ability  to 
ly ;  as,  also,  on  the  ground  of  its  tendency  to 
ipress  the  whale  fisheries. 
The  question  on  the  motion  being  taken  with- 
it  debate,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as 
Hows:  For  the  motion  54,  against  it  50. 
Mr.  UoBBfi,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  amend 
e  clause  for  taxing  iron  castings,  by  adding 
ereto  the  foilo wiag  proviso : 

**  JPromded,  That  all  oastiogs  made  use  of  in  foi^ 
m9B  and  fngea,  shall  be  exempted  from  paying  the 
ity  thereon.'* 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  £ppb9,  and 
igatived  by  a  very  lai^e  majority. 
Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  reduce 
e  proposed  tax  on  leather  from  ten  to  five  per 
nt.  ad  valorem. 

Tbifi  motion,  having  been  opposed  by  Mr. 
ppBS,  was  negatived. 

Mr.  PiTKiNi  considering,  as  he  said,  the  tax  on 
»n  as  out  of  ail  proportion,  and  impolitic  in  the 
>de  of  imposition,  moved  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
sed tax  on  pig  iron,  to  try  the  principle  of  re- 
ciog  the  tax  on  iron  manufactures. 
la  the  course  of  his  observations,  Mr.  P.  called 
s  attention  of  the  Committee  to  objects  of  tax- 
OD   more  eligible  than  those  selected  by  the 


Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  totally  omitted 
in  this  bill,  viz:  manufactures  of  gold  and  silver, 
jewelry,  glass  wares,  umbrellas,  ^c,  and  oil- 
mills.    Mr.  P.'s  motion  was  negatived — ^ayes  33. 

Mr.  Bat  LIBS  moved  to  strike  out  five  per  cen* 
turn,  the  proposed  tax  on  paper,  and  insert  three 
in  lieu  thereof.  This  motion  was  supported  by 
Mr.  fippBa,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Bbaobobt,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved 
to  except  from  the  clause  for  taxing  paper,  aueh 
paper  as  is  used  for  printing  newspapers.  He 
said  it  ktad  ever  been  the  policy  of  free  Qovern- 
ments  to  encourage  the  diffusion  of  information, 
which  this  tax  would  hare  a  tendency  to  cheek. 

Mr.  Eppbb  opposed  this  motion,  not  from  any 
disposition  to  suppress  newspa|)ers,  because  he 
did  not  believe  it  would. have  this  effect;  but  be- 
cause be  believed  the  proprietor  of  a  newspaper 
who,  by  his  business,  made  his  four  or  five  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year,  was  as  fit  a  subject  for  taxa- 
tion as  the  manufacturers,  many  of  whom  derived 
less  profit  from  their  business. 

The  motion  was  negatived  bv  a  large  minority. 
The  Houae  proceeded  in  further  discussion  and 
amendment  of  the  bill.  And,  about  four  o'clock, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  proceed- 
ings to  the  House,  and  the  Hooae  adjourned. 

Fridat,  December  16. 

Mr.  McKee  of  Kentucky,  fron^  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  giving  fur- 
ther time  for  the  location  of  certain  confirmed 
claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincennea. 
Twice  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
laying  additional  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  post- 
age, and  retailers'  licenses,  were  taken  up^  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

DUTIES  ON  MANUFACTURES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  tha  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
to  impose  duties  on  certain  goods,  warea,  and 
merohandiae. 

On  concurring  in  the  araendraant  toexenpc 
apermaoati  eandlcs  froM  the  propoaed  tax  of  ten 
aenta  per  poond,  there  were,  for  the  motion  dS, 
against  it  oO. 

On  the  question  of  eoncBfring  In  exempting 
dipped  candlea  ffom  taxation,  there  were  83  votes 
in  the  affirmative. 

All  the  other  amendments  noted  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  yesterday  were  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

The  other  amendments  made  to  the  details  of 
the  bill  hatring  been  agreed  to*- 

Mr.  Wbight,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  place  vis- 
iting cards  in  the  same  clause  of  taxation  as  play- 
ing cards ;  which  motion  was  agreed  to  by^  the 
following  vote:  For  the  motion  63,  against  it  29. 

Mr.  Batlies,  of  Massachusetts,  renewed  the 
motion  he  yesterday  made  to  amend  this  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  clause  for  imposing  a  tax  of  one 
cent  per  pound  on  the  manufacture  of  nails. 

After  some  debate,  this  motion  was  negatived, 
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br  yeu  and  nays— for  the  motion  39.  agaioBt  it 
106,  as  follows: 

YsAs— Maors.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbaiy,  Caperton,  Champion,  Ciii^,  Cooper, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  MsMachusetts,  Ely,  Geddes,  Gros- 
vMior,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  King  of  Massachosetls, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Marfcell,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pit- 
kin, Potter,  John  Beed,  William  Reed,  Ragles,  Sdiare- 
man,  ehelTey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smart,  Btnrges, 
Taggart,  Thompson,  Yose,  Ward  of  Maesachnsetts, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Maesachnsetts. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Baniett,  Bayly  of  Virginia, 
Bines,  Bowen,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Burwell,  Cald- 
well,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Condict,    Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Culpeper,  Cnthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Penun^'^^^ 
Denoyelles,  Deshfu  Duvall,  £  wes,  Farrow,  Findley, 
FidLof  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griflin,  fiall, 
Harris,  Hasbronck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henderson,  How- 
ell, Hubbard,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, LeilerU,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McKim,  McLean,  Moors,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Oakley, 
Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Richt  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Slaymaker, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tel- 
&ir,  ifdree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  Williams, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Brioham,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  strike 
out  from  the  clause  for  taxing  nails,  the  words 
''  made  wholly  or  in  part  by  machinery,"  which 
motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  BiGELOW,  of  Massachusett5,  then  renewed 
the  motion  which  he  had  made  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  strike  out  the  tax  on  leather; 
which  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by 
yeas  and  nays.  For  the  motion  57,  against  it  97, 
as  follows: 

YxAS — ^Messrs.  Avery,  Bavlies  of  Massach'ts,  Bige- 
low,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  BrecJienridge,  Brigham,  Bui^ 
well,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Comstoek,  Cooper, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Denoyelles,  Ely, 
Forney,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Henderson,  Hnltwrt,  Jaek* 
eon  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  Y«ik,  King  of  Ma*> 
aachusetts.  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Maoon,  Maritell,  Moae- 
ley,  Oakl^,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Potior,  John  Reed,  Wm. 
Reed,  Ruggles,  Schnreman,  8h«IS^,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stockton  Stnart, 
Starges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Waid  of  N.  Jersey,  Wheaton,  White,  WUoox, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines, 
Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Condict,  Conard, 
Crawfoid,  Creighton,  CuUibert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Desha,  Duvall,  Earle.  Eppes,  Farrow,  Find- 
ley,  Fiak  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  I>4ew  York,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Howell,  Hubbard,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving, 
Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucbf ,  Ken- 
nedy, Kerr,  Kilboum,  King  of  N.  Carolina,  Lefferts, 


Lowndca,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McKee,  MaOa,  McLean, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Muriiree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Peikce, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Penn^fjHnnia,  Rhsa 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  RoborCaon,  Sage, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
Telfoir,  Troup,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsyi- 
vania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Kbrb,  of  Yirginia, 
to  redoee  the  tax  on  manofactared  tobaeeeo,  from 
twenty  per  cent,  ad  Talorem  to  ten  per  eent^ 
which  motion  was  negatived,  ayes  only  34. 

Mr.  Oaklbt,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  ao  as  to  redaee  the  pro- 
posed lax  on  leather  from  ten  to  fire  per  cent,  ad 
valorem;  which  motion,  after  considerable  debste, 
was  agreed  to.  For  the  motion  104^  against  it  53, 
as  follows: 

YsA*— Messrs.  Avery,  Bamett,  Bayliea  of  Masn- 
chusetts,  Bigelow,  Bines,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbvyt 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Burwdl,  Bntler,  Ca- 
perton, Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Comatocfc,  Can- 
ard, Cooper,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Cnthbert^  Daas, 
Davenport,  Davia  of  Maasachuaetts,  Davia  of  Ptanjyf  vip 
nia,  Benoyellea,  Besha,  Earle,  Ely,  Farrow,  Fiod/ey, 
Fisk  of  Vttmont,  Fisk  of  New  Yort:,  Forney,  Geddes, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Groavenor,  Hale,  Hssbronck, 
Hawes,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  Ingham,  Jackson  of  R. 
laland,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kilboum,  King  of  Masaachosetta,Law,  Lef- 
ferts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyie,  Maoon,  Markell,  Moore, 
Mooeley,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper.  Pit^ 
kin,  Pleaaanis,  Potter,  J<^  Reed,  Wflfism  Reed,  Rea 
of  Penniylvania,  Ridi,  Rugglea,  Sage,  SciraremaB, 
Seybert,  Shelby,  Sherwood,  Shipberd,  Skinner,  Slay- 
maker, South  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Penneylvanis, 
Smith  of  Viiginim,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stoart,  Bnogei, 
Taggart,  Tannehill»  Taylor,  Tbompaon,  Udree,  Voa^ 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersej,  Whea- 
ton, White,  WUoor,  WUliams,  Wiboa  of  Maasacha- 
aetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderaon^  Ar- 
cher, Barbonr,  Bard,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bradley,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  ChappeO,  Chrk,  Cfopton,  Condict, 
Creighton,  Buvall,  Eppes,  Franklin,  Gholaon,  GrlflSn, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  HubA»aid,  Hnm- 

Jhreys,  Ingersoll,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Vitgtnia, 
ohnson  of  Kentucky,  Kershaw,  King  of  North'  Caro- 
lina, Lowndes,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgom- 
eiy,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Nevrton,  Onnsby,  Rhea  of  Ten* 
neesee,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robartaan,  Seeiai,  tikaip. 
Strong^ Telfoir,Tro^  Wilssn  o#  ftiniiiyli'a,  Wtigbt, 
and  Yancey. 

Mr.  KiLBOURN)  of  Ohio,  then  moved  ao  amend- 
ment, the  object  of  whieh  was  to  tax  eandles  of 
spermaceti,  at  the  rate  of  three  eenu  pa*  poand ; 
which  motion  prevailed,  by  the  Mlowing  vote: 
For  the  motion  74,  aninst  it  51. 

Mr.  Wbbaton,  of  Maasaehoeetts,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding,  after  the  clause  for  tax- 
ing cat  nails,  «e.,  the  following  words — "'  when 
sold,'*    This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  SotPBEBD,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  confine  the  proposed  tax  on  paper 
to  writing  and  letter  paper;  under  the  idea  that 

I  those  qualities  of  paper  could  best  afford  to  pay  a 
tax,  and  from  a  desire  to  exempt  from  taxation 
all  printing  paper,  and  such  paper  as  is  used  ia 
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sehools,  sod  in  commoD  farmers  and  mecfaaniea' 
books,  ^. 

Mr.  lNGBAif,of  Penasylvania,  remarked, that  the 
geoderoao  had  anfortuDately  selected  for  taxation 
the  two  qualities  of  paper  which  eoold  least  bear 
ir.  He  was  himself  opposed  to  any  discrimina- 
tion in  the  tax. 

Mr.  Sbipbbbd's  motion  was  negatived  by  a 
lar^e  majority. 

Mr.  PiTKiif,  of  Connecticut,  renewed  his  call 
upon  the  attention  of  the  House  to  what  he 
deemed  the  impolicy  of  the  tax  on  pig  iron.  He 
dwelt  upon  the  inexpediency  of  taxing  the  raw 
material  of  manufisctures;  and  added,  that  there 
was  not  on  this  article,  as  on  others,  any  duty  on 
its  importation,  ^.  It  was  imported,  if  at  all, 
duty  free*. 

The  question  oa  this  motion  was  decided  in 
the  negpBitive,  by  yeas  and  nays.  For  the  motion 
ft8,  against  it  97,  as  follows : 

YxAs — ^Meani.  Baylies  of  Msssaehnsstti,  Bigelow, 
Bojdy  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion/Oil* 
ley.  Cooper,  Dvfenport,  Sinvis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely, 
Srosrenor,  Hale,  Howall,  Jaokaon  of  Bhode  bland, 
Kent  of  New  Yoik,  Kerriiaw,  King  of  Masaaehnsetti^ 
Law,  Lovett,  Moaelej»  Oakley,  Peaiaon,  Pickering, 
E'iper,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WilUam  Reed,  Rug- 
bies, Schpreman,  Seybert,  8he&y,  Sherwood,  8hip- 
leni,  8mith  of  New  York,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Storges, 
raonehiU,  Thompson,  Udree,  Voeei,  Ward  of  Maasa- 
'liusetls,  Wl^eaton,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Maasa^ 
Jiusetts. 

Nays — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar* 
iher,  Avery,  Barboor,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia, 
Sinea,  Bowen,  Bradley,  BurweU,  BoUer,  Caldwell, 
]lalhotin,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock, 
^ondict,  Conard,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbertf  Dana, 
[)enoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow, 
Bindley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  For- 
ley,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Ghokon,  Geodwyn,  Gonrdin, 
Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Henderson, 
fiopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hnbbard,  Humphreys,  Inge^ 
oil,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwhi,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  John- 
ton  of  Kentttoky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Ifaiyland,  Kerr, 
iCiiboum,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefibrts,  Lowndes^ 
Lyle^  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore, 
Knrfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Pleasants,  Rea  ii  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennesioe, 
Uch,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Slay- 
naker.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White,  Williams,  Wright, 
ind  Yancey. 

Mr.  FoBNBT,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moTed  to 
itrike  out  the  words** castings  of  iron,  i>er  ton, 
me  dollar  and  fifty  cents ;"  and  to  insert  in  lieo 
hereof  *^  Hollow  ware,  one  dollar  per  ton  \  all 
»ther  castings  seveaty^fire  cents  per  ton ;"  which 
notion  wiw  negatived. 

Mr.  RouGLBS,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  motion 
o  reduce  the  tax  on  candles  of  white  wax  from 
en  cents  per  pound  to  three  cents  per  pound ; 
rhich  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  then  moved  to  re- 
luce  the  duty  on  nails,  sprigs,  and  brads,  from 
>oe  cent  per  pound  to  half  a  cent  per  pound; 
irhich  motion  was.necatired. 

Mr.  PioKBNS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 


first  section,  and  ninth  line,  by  inserting  the  word 
^  hollow,^  before  the  word  castings  '^  and,  after 
the  word  "  cents,"  insert  these  words :  ^  on  all 
other  kind  of  castings  of  iron,  one  dollar,"  which 
motion  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Bbaoburt,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
amend  the  clause  taxing  paper,  by  inserting  there- 
after the  words,  ^'except  such  as  shall  be  used  in 
printing  of  bibles,  testaments,  and  common  school 
books;''  which  motion  was  negatived. 

And  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow ;  and  on  motion,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  December  17. 

The  engrossed  bill,  "giving  further  time  to  lo- 
cate certain  claims  to  lands  confirmed  by  an  act 
of  Congress,  entitled  ''An  act  confirming  certain 
claims  to  lands  in  the  district  of  Vincennes,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Eppfifl,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee  of 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendments  to  the  bill  for  laying 
additional  duties  on  distillation,  made  a  report. 
The  report  recomoMnds  that  the  Senate  recede 
from  their  delerfflioation  to  strike  out  the  .section 
which  allows  distilleries  to  sell  liquor  in  any 
quantity  not  leas  than  one  gallon,  and  that  the 
fiEoose  agree  to  certain  amendmei^ts  to  the  details 
of  the  bilL 

A  message  having  been  received  from  the 
Senate,  announcing  their  agreement  to  the  said 
report,  the  House  also  agreed  to  concur  in  the 
same. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,. on  the  bill  for  laying  a  direct  tax  on 
the  United  States;  but,  before  making  much  pro* 
gress,  the  Committee  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to 
sit  again.' 

Bir.  EppBa,  from  the  committee  of  conferenea 
on  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  for  laifiog  datiei  on  postage,  sales  at  a«c- 
tion,  and  retailers'  lieenees,  made  a  report,  rec- 
ommending, an  agreement  to  all  the  amendmenta 
of  the  Senate  except  one ;  which  report  was  eon- 
cnrred  in. 

TAX  BILLS. 

The  House  resumed  the  oooeideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  oa  the  bill 
to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Government  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household  fur- 
niture, on  horses  kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle 
or  the  carriage,  and  on  gold  and  silver  watches; 
and  the  amendments  made  to  the  same  in  Coin- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  were  read,  and  concurred  in 
by  the  House. 

[The  following  are  the  uxes  included  in  this 
bill.  On  all  household  furniture,  kept  for  use,  the 
value  of  which,  in  any  one  family,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  beds,  bedding,  kitchen  furniture,  and 
articles  made  in  the  family  from  domestic  mate- 
rials, shall  exceed  two  hundred  dollars  in  value 
a  tax  to  be  laid  according  to  the  following  scale 
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28  00 

46  00 

76  00 

100  00 


One  dollar  on  eyery  horae  kept  excloaiyely  for 
the  saddle ;  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  erery 
horse  kept  for  use  in  a  carriage  liable  to  be  taxed; 
and  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  for  erery  horse  kepi 
for  the  use  of  both  saddle  and  carriage. 

Two  dollars  on  oTery  gold  watch,  and  one  dol- 
lar on  every  silver  watch,  kept  for  use.] 

Several  unsuccessful  attempta  were  made  to 
amend  the  bill;  amongst  which  was  one  by  Mr. 
Gabtom,  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  bill  as  in- 
cludes the  tax  on  household  furniture;  which  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays — For  the  motion  52, 
against  it  99,  as  follows: 

TsAB — ^Messrs.  Baylies  of  Maastchnaetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbnrf,  Breckenndge,  Brigham,  Gaperton, 
Cillay,  Cooper,  Cnlpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Fairow, 
Gaston,.  (Soddes,  Groavenor,  Hale,  HendenoB,  Jackson 
of  Rhode  Island,  King  of  Maasachuaetts,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovetti  MarkeU,  MOter,  MoselaT,  Peaison,  PidMting, 
Pitkin*  Potter,  John  Beed,  William  Bead,  Racgie% 
Schureman,  Saybert,  Bhetky,  Sherwood,  8hipberd, 
Slaymaker,  Stanfoid,  Stockton,  Stuiges,  Taggar^  Vose, 
Ward  of  Maaaachuaetta,  Waid  of  Jftw  Jersey,  Web- 
atar,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilaon  of  Maasachu- 
aetts, and  Winter. 

NAva — ^Measrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Barbour,  Barnett,  Bayly  of  Virginia, 
Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwen,  Cal- 
houn, Cannon,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict, 
Gonsjd,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Penn- 

Srhruiia,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvsill,  Earle,  Eppes, 
vana,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fiak  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  GHiolson,  Gourdin,  Griflbi, 
Hall,  Harria,  Haabroack,  Hawea,  Hopkina  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Humphreya,  IngeraoU,  Ing- 
ham, Irving,  Irwin,  Johnaon  of  Virginia,  Johnaon  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  KUbouin,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Leflbrts,  Lowndea,  Lyle,  Macofty 
McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mur- 
iree.  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pieaaanta,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rlch»  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertaon,  Bage,  Sevier^  GUiarp, 
Bkinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  TaanehiU,  Taytor,  Teliair, 
Troup,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennaylvama, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Law,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  as  follows. 

Mr.  Speaker  as  I  have  not  hitherto  retarded 
the  despatch  of  the  public  business,  by  consuming 
the  time  of  the  House  in  debate,  I  trust  I  shall  be 
ittdttlge(L  while  I  make  a  few  remarks  in  jastifi- 
cation  of  the  vote  I  intend  to  give,  on  the  bill 
now  under  consideration.  This  bill  proposes  to 
lay  a  tax  on  the  manufacture  of  iron,  leather, 
candles,  paper,  and  other  articles  which  are  iodia- 
pensably  necessary,  for  the  people  generally,  and 
will  be  sensibly  felt  by  the  poorer  elaaaea  ot  com- 


■iQaity.  The  bill  growa  oat  of  the  report  of  tht 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  aeeepted  by  the 
Hooae,  and  forma  a  branch  of  an  extewsive  syt- 
tern  of  taxation,  which  will  probably  eentinoe 
for  yeara ;  and  aa  my  opposition  ariaes  from  a 
conviction  that  the  objects  to  which  the  money 
is  to  be  applied  will  not  warrant  the  levy,  mr 
remarks  wiU  ^o  to  the  system  geocraUy,  ms  well 
as  to  this  particular  bill. 

The  object  ia  to  continue  the  war  in  which  we 
are  engaged ;  and  aa  an  iodacement  m  as,  to 
unite  in  the  measures  propoaed,  manjr  considera- 
tions, are  urged.  Little  ia  of  late  said  of  the  josdee 
of  the  war,  or  the  princinlea  oo  which  it  was  de- 
clared ;  indeed,  thia  would  be  now  idle,  if  not  in- 
decorous, ihaamuch  aa  the  Adminiatrmtion  them- 
selves have  relinquished  and  abandoned  every 
principle  on  which  the  war  was  declared.  Aad 
mstead  of  fighting  to  gain,  or  aecure  any  rights, 
the  question  now  seems  to  be,  hew  much  we  shall 
give  up,  to  regain  that  peace  we  raahly  threw 
away. 

We  are  now  called  upon  to  uaite  in  grant* 
isg  the  means  necesaary  to  prosecute  the  war; 
bMauae  it  ia  said  ita  character  ia  chaag ed,  it  haa 
now  become  a  defensive  war  ; — that  9»  we  are 
engaged  In  ft,  we  must  proaeouie  It  with  union, 
firmness,  and  vigor,  or  subimt  to  tems  which  the 
nation  ought  not  to  brook ;  and  that  the  credit  of 
the  nation  will  be  irretrievably  lost,  unless  speed- 
ily' revived  by  making  suitable  and  ample  pro- 
vision by  taxes.  And  for  these  reasons  we  are 
required  to  unite,  and  this  union  Is  lo  be  evi- 
denced by  our  wiHinffoess  lo  grant  all  the  means 
the  Administration  demand  in  men  and  mooer. 
Let  us,  sir.  examine  these  grounds,  and  calmly 
inquire,  whether  tbey  impose  any  obligation,  or 
furnish  any  new  claim  on  those  who,  from  the 
beginning,  have  been  opposed  to  the  war,  among 
which  number  I  have  the  consolation  to  be  ranked. 

That  this  nation  is  in  a  deplorable  condition 
cannot  be  denied ',  but  that  the  chaacter  of  the 
war  is  changed  I  do  deny.  U  is  true,  thai  the 
effeeta  and  operation  of  the  war  oa  this  people 
have  been  different  from  what  waa  expected  or 
anticipated  by  its  advooatea ;  bmnet  diverse  from 
those  predicted  bv  ita  eppoaera.  Inatead  of  pos* 
sessiagthe  Britiah  provineea  on  the  North  aii4 
ESast  m  rapid  succession)  we  daily  tremble  even 
here,  and  on  the  whole  seacoast,  watching  the 
movements  of  the  hostile  fleets,  which  ride  on- 
disturbed  in  every  bay  and  inlet  bordering  along 
the  Atlantic ;  scarcely  a  spot  is  guarded  against 
their  encroachment ;  they  assail  us,  put  the  coon* 
try  in  commotion,  burn,  ravage,  and  destroy  the 
dwellings  of  oar  citizens,  and  retira  when  they 
please.  Still  the  character  of  the  war  is  not 
chan^ ;  everything  else  haa  changed,  except  the 
Administration  and  the  character  of  the  war,  and 
this  will  remain  the  same,  so  long  as  they  con- 
tinue to  guide  and  direct  the  afiairs  of  this  aa^ 
tion.  Some  of  the  eauaea  which  engendered  and 
produced  the  war  had  been  nurtured  and  cher* 
ished  for  yean ;  nor  waa  the  act,  in  my  cmiaion, 
so  much  the  result  of  wise  policy  and  aouaa  judg* 
ment,  as  the  effect  of  paasion.    Oar  gnad  object 
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had  been  far  fears  to  cripple  tod  injare  Great 
Britain,  then  stmggtln^  for  the  liberties  of  the 
Earopean  world,  as  it  is  now  proved  and  con- 
fessed. Hence,  that  long  course  of  griping  pol- 
icy,  which,  ander  the  pretence  of  regulating  com- 
merce, had  been  adopted  in  deadly  succession,  in 
anison  with  the  views  of  the  now  fallen  tyrant, 
and  which  was  vainly  believed  would  soon  oper- 
ate the  destruction  or  that  kingdom;  the  effects 
of  which  was  only  to  impoverish  ourselves,  blast 
our  prosperity,  and  check  the  vigor  and  enterprise 
i>f  this  once  happy  and  active  people;  and  which 
system  was  persevered  in,  until  it  brought  down 
tnts  nation  from  the  proud  eminence  it  once  held, 
Lo  abject  poverty  and  ruin.  Our  trade  was  de- 
stroyed, our  sailors  dispersed  and  banished  like 
)ur  commerce,  under  the  fostering  care  of  the 
Gk>vernment.  Our  stores  and  warehouses,  which 
}nce  teemed  with  merchandise  of  all  climes,  be- 
came vacant  and  solitary ;  our  wharves  and  quays 
were  deserted,  or  lined  with  empty  and  moulder- 
ing hulks;  the  hum  of  business  which  once  en- 
ivened  our  cities,  changed  to  groans  of  poverty; 
ndustry,  which  once  invigorated  and  supported 
hoQsands,  driven  for  want  of  employment  to  idle- 
less  and  beggary.  And,  to  cap  the  climax  of  our 
calamities,  at  last  came  the  declaration  of  war, 
ind  converted  thousands,  who,  in  better  times, 
night  have  been  employed  in  productive,  labor, 
nto  drones,  consuming  the  substance  of  the  oa- 
ion,  in  the  shape  of  soldiers,  contractors,  tax-gath- 
erers, and  sharpers,  in  the  employment  of  the  Ad- 
nioistratioo,  in  endless  varieties. 

We,  sir,  struck  the  first  blow,  as  it  were,  in  the 
lark,  against  the  defenceless  provinces  of  Canada ; 
hey  resisted  and  repelled  our  attacks ;  disgrace 
md  mortification  ensued.^  Our  Administration 
ivere  disappointed;  they  awoke  from  their  deli- 
ium,  and  behold!  the  author  and  contriver  of 
he  evils  we  have  suffered,  and  are  suffering,  re* 
ires  from  the  nations  of  the  earth — his  kingdom 
aken  from  him.  Our  enemy  increased  in  strength, 
laving  finished  his  work  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
ope,  is  at  liberty  to  succor  his  provinces,  and 
iend  his  ships  on  our  coast,  not  in  the  small  num- 
>er  of  six  or  seven,  which  was  once  stated  on 
his  floor  to  be  the  extent  he  could  maintain  at 
iny*  one  time  on  ofMr  Atlantic  frontier,  btrt  in 
leeta  powerful  and  numerous;  and  powerful  and 
lumerous  must  they  be  to  drive  ou/  gallant  navy 
rom  the  ocean,  compel  them  to  retire  into  rivers, 
)r  seek  refuge  under  fortifications,  to  avoid  the 
rrasp  of  the  enemy. 

Sir,  the  great  body  of  the  people  in  this  coun- 
ry  were  never  heartily  disposed  to  engage  in  this 
soDtroversy.  We  perceive  no  national  enthusi- 
isvoL  on  the  subject  of  the  war;  this  appears  pret- 
y  clear  from  the  difficulty  in  recruiting  the  army, 
>vea  with  the  artificial  stimulus  of  great  boun- 
ie»  and  high  wages,  which  have  been  held  out  to 
hem.  They  saw  nothing  at  the  time  of  the  dec- 
aratioo,  different  from  what  had  existed  for  years; 
D juries  they  knew  this  country  had  experienced 
rom  Great  Britain,  but  they  were,  and  ever  had 
>eea  considered,  as  growing  out  of  the  peculiar 
relation  the  countries  stood  in  to  each  other,  and 


which  required  a  remedy  by  negotiation  rather 
than  by  force— an  opinion  now  entertained  by 
the  present  Administration.  But  the  people  never 
were  disposed  to  contend  for  abstract  principles, 
and  fight  for  rights,  which  required  subtlety  to- 
define  and  sophistry  to  support.  Many  indeed 
believed,  as  they  had  been  told,  that  a  halcyon 
period  would  follow  after  a  very  short  struggle. 
They  acquiesced,  and  some  justified  the  war-m- 
others deploring  the  mad  career  which  the  Ad- 
ministration were  pursuing,  and  the  certain  ruin 
to  which  their  measures  would  lead,  strove  to  ar- 
rest the  downward  course;  they  were  stigmatized 
as  traitors  and  enemies  to  the  country,  and  even 
threatened  with  confiscation  and  heinp,  because 
they  opposed  the  war;  their  apprehensions  are 
now  realized,  and  their  prediction  verified. 

This  war.  sir,  was  invited  at  a  time  when  if 
was  altogetner  unwise  and  unnecessary  to  declare 
it ;  no  preparations  had  been  previously  made  ta 
meet  the  crisis^  and  we  all  remember  with  what 
hard  and  painful  strugpfles  it  was  produced ;  and 
Great  Britain  at  that  time  had  no  wish  to  engage 
in  the  contest.  I  will  not  say  that  this  disposi* 
tion,  on  their  part,  proceeded  from  any  re^rd  to 
this  country,  or  respect  for  our  rights,  which  our 
policy  had  inspired,  but  because  they  had  other 
engagements  on  hand,  which  required  their  whole 
energies  and  resources;  i^was  to  rescue  the  world 
from  the  dominion  of  a  bloody  despot.  And  I  con- 
fess I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  notice  in  a  late 
literary  communication,  from  one  who  may  be 
presumed  to  have  some  knowledge  of  the  views, 
and  perhaps  some  influence  in  the  Cabinet,  an 
insinuation  that  Great  Britain,  *' suddenly  with- 
<  drawn  from  a  great  war,  full  armed  and  full 
'  handed,  taking  advantage  of  this  nation,  whom 
'  they  had  recently  forced  into  war  unarmed  and 

*  unprepared,  to  indulge  themselves  in  acts  of  bar- 

*  barism  which  do  not  belong  to  a  civilized  age  f* 
representing,  with  no  little  art,  that  Great  Britain 
first  declared  war  against  this  country,  at  a  mo- 
ment unexpected,  and  solely  for  the  purpose  of 
iadulgtag  a  fiend-like  disposition  I  Now,  sir,  the 
world  karaws  we  first  declared  this  war,  and  what- 
ever consequences  may  flow  from  it,  the  blood 
will  be  required  at  our  hands.  We  have  none  to 
reproach  for  the  miseries  we  are  now  suffering 
but  ourselves — our  own  rash  folly  produced  them. 
We  did  expect  Great  Britain  would  be  occupied 
for  years  in  the  war  with  France,  as  was  sug- 
gested in  the  Message  at  the  opening  of  the  pres- 
ent session ;  we  are  disappointed — that  struggle 
is  at  an  end ;  we  have  lost  the  aid  we  expected, 
and  we  are  now  left  with  war,  distress,  and  mis- 
ery, while  most  other  nations  are  reposing  in  the 
calm*  delights  of  peace.  And  so  indignant  is  the 
enemy  we  have  chosen,  at  the  time  and  manner 
in  which  the  war  was  declared,  and  so  flttshed 
and  willing  is  that  nation  to  continue  the  conflict 
in  which  we  are  engaged,  that,  although  we  have 
in  the  very  ashef  of  humility  and  repentance^ 
given  up  every  principle,  real  or  pretended,  for 
which  war  was  declared,  we  are  now  willing  to 
make  peace  without  seca|^ng  anything  but  na- 
tional poverty  and  ridicule.    Yet  Great  Britain, 
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not  pityiDg,  hot  moekiog  %X  oar  calamities,  re. 
fuses  to  treat  of  peace,  bat  on  the  most  hamili- 
atiog  conditions. 

Sir,  what  are  oar  hopes  by  continaing  the  war? 
The  Administration  hare  bad,  so  far  as  we  cooid 

Sant,  all  the  means,  in  men  and  money,  which 
eir  ambition  and  prodigality  demanded;  and, 
under  the  most  aaspicioas  circumstances,  they 
have  now  wasted  two  years  and  a  half,  and  what 
vfaaye  they  accomplished?  Have  the^  secured 
^  Free  Trade  and  Sailors'  Rights,"  this  darling 
national  amulet  ?  Both  have  been,  on  mature 
consideration,  deliberately  abandoned.  Have 
they  made  any  progress  in  the  conquest  of  the 
Canadas?  So  far  from  progressing  in  this  great 
work,  that  for  a  long  time  after  the  declaration 
of  war  no  rays  of  that  glory,  which  at  one  time 
seemed  almost  to  intoxicate  some  gentlemen, 
darted  in  the  Northern  sky.  And  except  the  in- 
stances of  Perry.  Macdonongh,  and  a  few  others, 
over  whose  heads  the  Aurora  BortaU$  has  shone 
resplendent,  we  have  gained  nothing;  and  our 
prospects  in  that  quarter  now  are  as  gloomy  and 
cheerless  aa  the  sterile  regions  we  covet.  We 
have  lost  much  territory ;  our  armies  have  been 
wasted ;  our  money  is  exhausted,  and  our  credit 
f^onc.  If,  after  all  this,  we  persevere  in  the  orig- 
inal  scheme  of  conquering  the  Canadas,  thereby 
provoking  the  enemy  to  commit  devastation  and 
waste  on  the  seaboard,  how  can  it  be  said /the 
character  of  the  war  is  changed  ?  It  is  still  marked 
with  its  orijg;inal  hideous  and  deformed  features. 
And,  sir,  it  is  owing  in  no  small  degree  to  the 
weakness  and  incompetency  of  the  Administra- 
tion to  execute  their  own  projects,  that  the  pro- 
gress of  the  enemy  has  not  been  marked  with 
more  extended  ruin :  recollect  the  proclamation 
of  the  Gh>vernor  of  Canada,  when  he  took  ample 
vengeance  on  the  wretched  borderers,  on  Lake 
Brie,  the  last  year ;  also  the  correspondence  be- 
tween Mr.  Monroe  and  Admiral  Cochrane  in  the 
months  of  August  and  September  last,  in  which 
the  Admiral  says : 

^  Having  been  called  upon  by  the  Governor  of  the 
CuKsdss^  to  aid  him  in  canying  into  efiect  measures 
of  retaliation  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  wanton  dsstmction  committed  by  their 
army  in  Upper  Canada*  it  has  become  imperioasly  my 
dnty,  oonformsblj  with  the  natore  of  the  Governor 
Generars  application,  to  issue  to  the  nsval  force  under 
my  command  an  order  to  destroy  and  lay  waste  such 
towns  and  districts  upon  the  coast  as  may  be  found 
assaUable." 

And  in  reply  to  Mr.  Monroe's  arffumenutive 
answer,  complaining  of  the  above  plan  of  deso- 
lating warfare,  the  Admiral  says : 

''As  I  have  no  authority  from  my  Government  to 
enter  upon  any  kind  of  discussion  relative  to  the  points 
contained  in  your  letter,  I  have  only  to  rcfrot  that 
then  does  not  appear  to  be  any  hope  that  I  shall  be 
authorized  to  rocaJl  my  general  order;  whidi  has  been 
further  sanctioned  by  a  subsequent  request  from  Lieu- 
tenant General  8ir  George  ProfostT' 

This  order,  sir,  has  been  partially,  but  too  fa- 
tally executed  already.  But  should  we  grant  the 
money  required  by  tins  and  other  bills,  and,  in 


conformity  with  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
raise  100,000  men,  and  actually  invade  Canada 
the  ensuing  campaign,  have  we  not  reason  to  fear 
that,  before  the  next  24th  of  Augast,  many  ofoor 
beautiful  and  most  floorishiog  cities,  towns,  and 
villsges,  on  the  seacoast,  will  present  the  same 
melancholy  i^pectaele  which  the  capital  of  the 
nation  now  exhibits?    And  yet  we  are  called  on 
to  furnish  money  to  prosecate  this  war  of  eon- 
quest,  regardless  of  all  consequeacea.     The  pas- 
sions which  gave  birth  to  the  war  have  net  yet 
subsided,  nor  will  they  be  suffered  to  expire  so 
long  as  the  present  Administratton  continue  ia 
power. 

The  character  of  the  war  is  not  changed,  nor 
ought  we  to  be  deceived,  and  imagine  it  is  altered 
essentially  from  an  offensive  to  a  defensive  war; 
or  believe  that  the  people  have  become  more  ia 
love  with  it,  because  thoasands  have  volnnteered 
without  reqoest,  oa  well-founded  hopes  of  reward 
from  the  General  Gh>veraaMat,  to  defend  their 
soil  and  their  homes.  The  Administration  have 
one  object  in  view,  and  the  brave  yeomanrj  of 
our  country  are  actoated  bv  totally  differeat  mo- 
tives. The  first  are  regardless  of  the  duty  of  pro- 
tection, and  are  eager  for  conquest  aad  aggnui- 
dizement ;  the  latter  are  influenced  by  the  strong 
principle  of  8elf<>defeoce.  Men  who  detest  the 
war,  iu  authors,  and  the  vain  objects  of  ambiitoa 
they  are  pursuing,  are  constrained  to  defend  them* 
selves  against  those  dangers  which  Qovernmeat 
have  invited,  but  against  which  they  have  pro- 
vided no  protection.  The  Stales,  feeling  them- 
selves abaadoned  by  the  Oeaemi  Government, 
have  defended  themselves;  and  while  fighting 
for  defence  of  their  soil,  they  generally  have  been, 
and  will  be,  meritorious,  for  they  are  animated  ia 
a  just  caase,  which  most  be  triumphant.  Bat 
the  Administration  having  started  tn  this  war 
upon  wrong  principle^  aad  haviag  paiaued  a 
course  as  unwise  as  it  is  diflieal^  have  fiuled  ia 
all  their  plans^military,  fioancwL  and  dipio* 
matic.  Indeed,  such  is  the  baneial  inftnence 
which  hangs  about  them,  that,  where  they  per- 
sonally direct  and  contrM,  even  patriotism,  and 
the  stronger  principles  of  self-defence,  is  henamh- 
ed  and  withered  by  their  touch.  Witness  the  dis- 
graceful scene  which  took  place  where  we  now 
are,  on  the  24ih  of  August  last  I  when  onr  troops 
were  led  to  battle  in  one  of  the  most  hoaoraUe 
causes  which  could  possibly  occur ;  when  every- 
thing dear  and  valuable,  everything  which  cunld 
animate  the  breast  or  nerve  the  arm,  shonld  have 
prompted  them  to  valorous  resistance — their  fam- 
ilies, houses — the  very  ark  and  sanctuary  of  the 
nation  was  the  prise  of  the  conflict ;  yet  under 
such  leaders  our  troops  retired  before  the  enemy  ; 
they  fled  after  the  example  of  the  Captain  Gene- 
ral and  his  sympathetic  Secretaries,  the  guard- 
ians of  this  consecrated  spot,  and  sorreadered  the 
pride  of  the  nation  to  the  spoilers,  to  be  sumped 
with  indelible  disgrace  in  chaiacters  of  vaodal* 
ism  I  On  that  fatal  day  our  might]^  chiefiaina 
seemed  to  possess  no  power  or  energy,  except  to 
vie  with  the  victorious  vandals  in  destroying  the 
costly  works  of  taste  and  art;  and  akiUal  rivals 
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:hey  proved  ihemselTes  to  be,  as  the  aad  monu- 
nents  of  their  destruetioa  now  within  our  view 
\o  testify.  lo  most  other  eases,  where  the  States 
lave  depended  on  themsel?es,  and  confided  in  the 
ostice  of  their  cause,  and  directed  their  energies 
oerely  to  defend  their  soil,  they  have  resisted 
aanfuUy,  and  generally  with  success.  This  I 
:now  has  been  the  fact  in  the  State  I  have  the 
lonor  to  represent;  there,  although  they  were 
pposed  to  tne  war,  neither  believing  in  its  jus- 
ice,  expediency,  or  policy,  yet  they  are  deter- 
lined  to  defend  and  protect  the  soil  which  gave 
hem  birth,  and  is  hallowed  by  the  sepulchres  of 
heir  fathers;  but  from  this  noble  determination 
he  Administration  can  derive  no  aid  in  their  uU 
erlor  views. 

It  is  further  urged,  as  a  reason  why  we  should 
:rant  money  to  prosecute  the  war,  that  it  appears 
y  the  communications  containing  the  instruc- 
ions  and  correspondence  with  our  coromission- 
rs,  that  the  terms  proposed  by  Great  Britain  are 
uch  as  cannot  be  accented,  consistent  with  the 
onor  and  dignity  of  this  nation,  and  therefore 
re  ought  to  unite  in  a  vigorous  prosecution  of 
iie  war.  1  am  willing  to  adroit  the  terms,  as  con- 
lioed  in  the  Message  of  October  last,  taken  in 
ie  extent  they  seem  to  imply,  without  any  mod- 
ication  or  qualification,  are  such  as  we  ought  not 
>  accept*  But,  I  am  bapny  to  say,  the  corres- 
ondence  contained  in  the  Message  of  the  first  of 
le  present  month,  looks  much  more  favorable, 
Bd  the  aspect  is  much  more  pacific  now  than 
ras  at  first  supposed.  Yet  suppose  the  terms  of 
eace  are  as  hard  and  unreasonable  as  they  at  first 
ppeared.  it  would  not  necessarily  follow  that  we 
lust  unite  in  carrying  on  our  ofiensive  war 
gainst  the  Canadas,  and  thereby  add  tenfold  to 
le  miseries  and  distresses  of  the  country.  It  is 
y  DO  means  certain  that,  during  the  time  the 
resent  Administration  remain  in  power,  with 
leir  present  views  of  territorial  aggrandizement, 
re  shall  be  able  to  obtain  belter  terms.  Qreat 
Attain  is  now  powerful  and  flourishing ;  war  is 
tie  habit  of  that  nation ;  they  are  flashed  with 
heir  recent  successes,  and,  by  commanding  the 
rade  of  the  world,  their  possess  great  resources— 
len,  and  munitions  or  war — they  may  continue 
lie  war  for  years,  without  greatly  impairing 
beir  strength,  while  we  are  daily  wasting  our 
igor;  being  looked  up  within  ourselves,  all  our 
ssources  must  be  derived  from  internal  iroposi" 
ions.  This  bill  is  to  reach  the  hard  earnings  of 
be  mechanic ;  another  on  your  table  is  to  spread 
ver  the  farming  interest,  with  supplements  adapt- 
d  to  the  pockets  of  all.  Further,  sir,  the  war  is 
t  a  distance  from  them,  and  conquering  the  pro- 
inces  will  not  conquer  that  nation ;  but  we  have 
nwisely  brought  the  war  within  our  own  bosom 
-they  can  retire  and  recruit  when  they  please. 
ve  caniiot — and  a  continuance  of  the  contest  will 
e  certain  destruction  to  us,  even  if  we  succeed 
1  the  conquest  of  Canada.  It  is  also  uncertain 
rhat  the  conditions  of  peace  may  eventually  be ; 
lis  may  depend  on  our  success,  and,  judging  of 
le  past,  our  future  prospects  are  not  very  flatter- 
ig.    It  may  be  here  asked  what  we  shall  do; 


we  are  in  a  sad  dilemma,  and  must  prosecute  the 
war,  or  submit  to  degrading  terms?  My  answer 
is,  that  notwithstandinff  our  present  prospects  are 
dark  and  gloomy,  yet  f  believe  it  is  in  the  power 
of  the  Administration  to  obtain  terms,  which 
would  be  for  the  honor  and  interest  of  both  na- 
tions to  accept ;  and  I  indulge  this  opinion  for  the 
following  reasons:  I  believe  Great  Britain  prob- 
ably would,  under  a  change  of  circumstances,  ne- 
gotiate with  us  OD  principles  of  reciprocity.  I 
say  it  is  probable  she  would,  because  ft  appears 
by  the  documents  before  us  that  our  Administra- 
tion, while  Bonaparte  was  on  his  throne,  and 
when  it  was  supposed  we  were  strong  and  Great 
Britain  weak,  were  as  haughtjr  and  arrogant  in 
their  demands  as  Great  Britain  is  now,  when 
Bonaparte  is  confined  at  Elba,  and  when  they  be- 
lieve themselve  strong  and  us  weak ;  yet  our  Ad* 
ministration  did  descend  from  the  high  and  lofty 
pretensions  they  once  set  up,  to  a  tone  of  humil- 
ity and  condescension,  whicfi  not  long  since  would 
have  been  considered  no  less  than  a  sacrifice  of 
national  pride,  honor,  and  independence.  This 
appears  from  a  variety  of  documents.  I  will  ad- 
vert to  a  few  extracts  only. 

In  the  Message  of  the  President,  of  November 
4tb.  1812,  after  stating  the  progress  of  the  war, 
and  the  proud  attitude  the  United  States  had  as- 
sumed by  the  declaration,  he  says : 

"  To  have  shrunk^  under  such  circumstances,  from 
manly  resistance,  would  have  struck  us  irom  the  hig|h 
rank  where  the  Tictories  of  oar  Others  had  plsced  us, 
and  have  betrayed  the  magnificent  legacy  which  we 
held  in  trust  for  future  generations;  it  would  have  ac- 
knowledged that  on  the  element  which  forms  three- 
fourths  of  the  globe  we  inhabit,  and  where  all  inde- 
pendent nations  have  equal  and  common  rights,  the 
American  people  were  not  an  independent  people,  but 
vassals  and  colonista." 

In  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations, to  whom  the  above  Message  was  referred, 
they  say— 

*«To  appeal  to  ansa,  in  delanea  of  a  rights  and  to 
lay  them  down  without  aeeniing  it»  or  a  sstiifactoiy 
ei^enoe  of  a  good  diepoettjon  in  the  oppoatte  party  to 
secure  il^  would  be  ooneidered  in  no  other  light  than 
a  relinquishment  of  It;  to  attempt  to  negotiate  after- 
wards for  the  security  of  our  right,  in  expectation  that 
any  of  the  argumenu  which  have  been  urged  before 
the  declaration  of  war  and  been  rejected,  would  hare 
more  weight  sfter  that  experiment  had  been  made  in 
vain,  would  be  an  act  of  folly,  which  would  not  fail  to 
expose  us  to  the  scorn  and  aerision  of  the  British  na- 
tion and  the  world." 

Again,  in  the  same  report — 

"  War  having  been  declared,  and  the  case  of  im- 
pressment being  necessarily  included  as  one  of  the 
most  important  causes,  it  is  evident  that  it  must  be 
provided  for  in  the  paofication;  the  omission  of  it  in 
a  treaty  of  peace  would  not  leare  it  on  its  former 
ground ;  it  would,  in  efiect,  be  an  absolute  relinquish- 
ment— an  idea  at  which  the  feelings  of  every  Ameri- 
can must  revolt." 

In  the  instructions  to  our  Ministers,  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  16th  April,  1813,  Mr.  Monroe  says— 
« You  are  authorized  to  oondude  a  peace,  in  case 
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jou  obtain  a  satisiketory  sUpalation  against  impma- 
ment;  one  which  will  Mcnra,  under  the  flag,  protec- 
tion to  the  crew.  If  thii  encroadiment  ia  not  provided 
against,  the  United  States  have  appealed  to  arms  in 
tain.  If  your  effi>rts  to  accompliah  it  should  ftil,  all 
farther  negotiations  will  oeaae,  and  yon  will  retnrn 
home  without  delay.  It  ia  also  important  to  obtain  a 
definition  of  neutral  righu,  especially  of  btocfcade;  but 
this  is  not  to  be  made  an  indispensable  condition  of 
peace." 

In  the  letter  of  January  23, 1814^ 

*<0n  impressment,  as  to  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  be  exempted  from  it,  I  have  nothing  to  add. 
The  sentiments  of  the  President  have  undergone  no 
change  on  this  important  subject  This  degrading 
practice  must  cease.  Our  flag  must  protect  the  crew, 
or  the  United  SUtes  cannot  consider  thamselTea  an  in- 
dependent nation."  And  in  the  same  letter,  lefoning 
to  former  instructions,  he  saya :  "  The  principal  object 
of  this  review  has  been  to  show  that  the  sentiments 
of  the  President  are  the  same  in  every  instance; 
and  the  reasons  for  maintaining  them  have  become  more 
evident  and  strong  since  the  date  of  those  instructions." 

In  the  letter  of  25lh  June,  1814^  he  saya: 
«  We  think  it  probable  that  the  late  evenu  in  France 
may  have  had  a  tendency  to  incnase  the  pretensions 
of  the  British  Government"  And  again :  "  fi9  reli- 
ance was  placed  on  the  good  offices  of  France  in  bring* 
ing  the  war  with  Great  Britain  to  a  aatiafiMtory  ooa- 
dttsion."  And  in  the  same  letter  he  adds :  **  On  full 
consideration  it  has  been  decided,  that  in  case  no  stip- 
ulation can  be  obtained  from  the  British  Government 
at  this  moment,  when  its  pretensions  may  have  been 
much  heightened  by  recent  eventa,  and  the  state  of 
Europe  most  favorable  to  them,  either  relinquishing 
the  claim  to  impress  from  American  vessels,  or  dis- 
continuing the  practice,  even  in  consideration  of  the 
proposed  ezdusion  from  them  of  British  seamen,  you 
may  concur  in  an  article  stipulating  that  the  subject  of 
impressment,  together  with  that  of  commerce  between 
tiie  two  countries,  be  rolerred  to  a  separate  negotia- 
tion." 

Id  a  letter  of  June  27, 1814,  he  laya — 

"  On  matare  oonaideration  it  has  been  deaided,  that 
under  all  the  curcamstaneea  above  alluded  to,  ittddent 
to  a  proaecutioB  of  the  war,  you  may  omit  any  stipu- 
lation on  the  subject  of  impvesament,  if  Iband  indis- 
pensably neoessaiy  to  terminate  it" 

Sir,  the  only  apolog'y  for  thia  magnanimous 
change  in  the  sentiments  of  the  Administration, 
was  a  change  of  circumstances;  this  apology, 
I  believe,  would  have  been  satisfactory  to  the 
nation,  if  peace  had  followed;  and  many  of 
the  most  ardent  friends  of  the  war  would  have 
acquiesced,  and  have  preferred  to  witness  the 
Administration  condemn  their  own  logic,  and 
commit  "an  act  of  folly,  which  could  not  fail  to 
expose  them  to  the  scorn  and  derision  of  the  Brit- 
ish nation  and  the  world,"  rather  than  continue 
in  this  mad  and  headlong  course. 

Now,  I  believe  Great  Britain  would  treat  with 
U8  fairly,  if  they  had  a  similar  apology — a  change 
of  circumstances;  and  this  change,  which  would 
lead  to  so  desirable  an  event,  is  m  the  power  of 
the  Administration  to  produce.  And  here  I  mast 
mention  certain  things,  not  as  much  on  account 
of  their  novelty  as  their  importance  in  bringing 


about  this  great  desideratum.  Let  the  Adminis- 
tration recall  the  troops  from  Canada,  or  rather 
the  borders  of  Canada,  and  abandon^  the  project 
of  conquering  those  proyinces ;  and  it  night  not 
be  an  unwise  preparatory  step  for  them  to  reeaJl 
such  of  the  Ministers  as  are  well  known  to  pos- 
sess sentiments  and  opinions  better  ealealated  to 
excite  disgust  and  repulsion,  rather  than  to  con- 
ciliate a  pacific  disposition  in  the  enemy,  and  if 
need  be,  appoint  others  in  their  stead,  better  qual- 
ified to  reconcile  the  jarring  interests  of  the  coun- 
tries. But,  above  all,  it  would  be  desirable  to 
have  the  Cabinet  formed  of  men  who  prefer  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  the  nation  to  |)ersoiial  ag- 
grandizement. This,  I  am  sensible,  mi^ht  woqmI 
the  pride,  and  perhaps  defeat  the  ainbitious  Ttevs 
of  some  high  in  office,  but  if  they  possess  as  much 
patriotism  and  love  of  country  as  they  profess, 
they  cannot  hesitate  to  make  the  sacrifice  for  the 
ffood  of  the  country.  This  being  done,  Great 
Britain  may  then  say,  in  the  language  of  the  in- 
structions, they  are  enabled  to  give  to  these  cir- 
cumstances all  the  weight  to  which  they  are  eati- 
tied,  and  on  full  consideration,  agree  to  waive  their 
arrogant  demands,  and  treat  on  terms  acceptable 
to  both  nations. 

This  experiment  has  not  yet  been  tried.  The 
Administration  have  been  trying  experiments  for 
years,  but  this  appears  to  me  the  only  one  which 
can  effect  the  great  object  we  so  much  desire. 
The  course  of  the  Administration  has,  hitherto, 
been  rather  to  justify  their  own  conduct,  tbaa 
honestly  and  sincerely  to  seek  for  peace.  Their 
policy  has  been  marked  with  dofdieity  and  can- 
ning, and  they  have  lost  confidence  at  home  and 
abroad.  Their  whole  system  must  be  abandoned 
before  we  can  hope  for  better  times.  A  change 
of  measures  can  only  follow  a  change  of  men. 
I  sav,  then,  the  experiment  has  not  been  fairly 
tried.  I  do  not  yet  despair  of  peaee^  but  untif 
erery  attempt  is  made,  and  all  reasonable  hopes 
of  peace  are  absolutely  destroyed,  I  shall  neither 
rote  for  men  or  money  to  prosecute  this  war; 
nor  can  I  be  considered  hostile  to  the  beat  inter- 
est of  the  country,  by  withholding  my  aid  from 
this  bill. 

As  to  our  duty  to  Tote  for  the  money  bills  on 
the  ground  that  the  national  credit  is  sinking, 
and  will  be  irretrievably  lost  unless  speedily  re- 
vived by  makinff  suitable  and  ample  provision  by 
taxes.  It  certainly  is,  sir,  the  duty  of  those  whoare 
the  guardians  of  the  public  interest,  and  hold  the 
purse-strings  of  the  nation,  to  preserve  its  credit. 
This  does  not  depend  so  much  on  making  profuse 
grants  of  money,  as  by  husbanding  the  resources 
of  the  nation  and  limiting  its  expenditures  within 
its  means.  Neither  of  these  have  been  attended  to 
by  those  who  have  had  the  control  for  years  past. 
They  have  systematically,  and  of  set  design,  dried 
up  the  sources  of  national  wealth,  and  by  a  long 
course  of  unwise  policy  conductea  this  nation  to 
beggary  and  ruin.     The  millions  which  have 
been  raised  at  immense  sacrifice  have  been  dissi- 
pated with  prodisaltty,  and  squandered  in  tbis  de- 
structive war.    Appropriations  have  been  made, 
taxes  laid,  and  other  means  provided  to  cover  the 
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enormous  estimates  which  have  been  deemed  ne- 
cessary to  answer  the  demands  of  QoTernment, 
and  yet  tliere  now  remains  a  deficit  of  many 
millions. 

Under  such  management  the  public  rredit  can- 
not be  sopported — the  ability  of  the  nation  can- 
not sustain  it.  No  prudent  and  wise  steps  have 
been  taken  to  preserve  it.  The  credit  of  the 
country  was  solid  and  stable  when  the  power 
came  into  the  handi*  of  those  who  now  hold  it, 
but  they  have  destroyed  both  public  and  private 
credit.  Is  it,  then,  reasonable  to  require  oi  those 
who  have  been  uniformly  opposed  to  the  meas- 
ures which  have  reduced  the  nation  to  its  present 
degraded  and  deplorable  condition,  to  unite  in 
adding  new  and  grievous  burdens  on*  their  suf- 
fering constituents  when  they  are  satisfied  the 
money  wilt  be  dissipated,  as  formerly,  and  no 
substantial  benefit  result  ?  I  think  not.  The  ma- 
jority have  the  power,  and  on  thein  must  rest  the 
respoBsibiiity. 

Sir,  I  shoald  be  doing  injustice  to  my  constitu- 
ents*^! should  betray  the  trust  reposed  in  me, 
were  I  to  ceasent  to  burden  them  with  the  enor- 
mous taxes  proposed  to  be  applied  to  the  objects 
intended,  i  know  full  welt  their  feelings  and 
opinions  on  this  subject.  They  have  been  op- 
posed to  this  roinous  war  from  the  beginning. 
They  had  suffered  much  before,  but  more  since 
the  declaration  of  war.  They  did  believe  they 
should  receive  protection  from  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. Under  this  espectacion  they  have  yield- 
ed obedience  to  all  their  lawful  requisitions,  and 
have  paid  their  direct  and  internal  taxes  with  a 
poDctuality  and  promptness  beyond  any  Stata  in 
the  Union, as  the  return  will  show.  The  amovnt 
of  uxes  paid  bv  them  into  the  Treasury  the  last 
year,  exceeds  the  whole  amount  of  their  State 
taxes  for  five  years  before  the  war.  In  addition 
to  which,  in  consequence  of  your  ships  taking 
refuge  in  their  waters,  (and  many  of  them  are 
not  without  a  jealousy  they  were  ordered  there 
by  the  (Government  to  draw  them  into  the  war,) 
the  people  of  that  State  have  now  for  eighteen 
months  been  called  into  actual  service,  and  are 
still  obliged  to  maintain  a  laree  force  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  State,  abandoned  and  neglected  by 
the  General  Government,  and  the  expense  thrown 
on  the  State  without  any  reasonable  prospect  of 
remuneration.  And,  sir,  permit  to  me  say,  while 
as  good  citizens  they  feel  disposed  to  coraplV  with 
all  just  and  lawful  requisitions  of  the  General 
Government,  they  did  believe,  as  a  consideration 
for  their  obedience,  you  would  '*  provide  for  the 
common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare, 
and  secure  to  them  and  their  posterity  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty."  But  they  have  been  disappoint* 
ed ;  they  perceive  no  regard  to  these  saersd  du* 
ties — the  great  objects  of  the  Constitution.  You 
have  not  provided  for  the  conamon  defence— at 
least  they  are  left  to  defend  themselves,  or  (all  a 
prey  to  the  enemy  whom  you  have  invited  to 
their  very  threshold.  They  pereetre  no  evi- 
dence that  you  veek  to  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare, and  they  fear  if  certain  bills  become  the 
law  of  the  laad  they  shall  be  robbed  of  the  bles- 


sings of  liberty.  Yet,  under  all  these  discour- 
agements they  are  determined,  and,  I  trust,  will 
defend  themselves  against  the  enemy  who  dare  ' 
approach  their  shores — and  as  evidence  of  the 
spirit  and  determination  of  my  constituents,  I 
cannot,  in  justice  to  them,  forbear  here  to  men* 
tion  the  attack  on  the  village  of  Stoniogton,  the 
last  Summer. 

When  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  appeared  before  thai 
town  with  a  formidable  sqtuidron,  eonsisting  ts€  a 
ship-of-tbe-line,  a  frigate,  a  sloop  of  war,  a  bomb 
ship,  and  a  bomb  brig,  and  came  to  anchor  within 
dead  shot  of  the  town,  and  save  but  a  few  hours 
to  remove  the  women  and  children,  declaring  in 
the  most  peremptory  manner  that  he  not  only 
could,  but  won  Id  destroy  the  place,  they  refused 
to  abandon  their  homes.  Being  freemen,  and  free- 
holders, they  resisted.  Federalists  and  Demo- 
crats rallied  side  by  side,  and  with  the  feeble 
means  in  their  power,  they  became  strong  from 
the  justice  of  their  cause,  and,  after  three  days' 
severe  confiict,  thev  repulsed  the  insolent  invader, 
and  drove  him  back  to  report  his  disgrace  and  dis- 
comfiture to  bis  master.  I  mention  this  exploit 
because  it  is  considered  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
and  heroic  which  has  been  achieved  this  war } 
but  as  it  was  performed  in  defence  of  that  n^* 
lected  State,  and  not  in  the  conquest  of  Canada, 
I  presume  you  have  neither  thanks  nor  medals  to 
bestow  on  the  heroes. 

Now,  sir,  under  all  these  considerations,  I  can- 
not feel  justified  to  increase  the  taxes  on  my  con- 
stituents, to  be  expended  for  objects  which  they 
deem  worse  than  useless,  and  which,  if  persisted 
in,  must  expose  them  to  greater  perils  and  dan- 
gers. They  do  not  believe,  with  the  late  Seere* 
tary  (Campbell)  "that  the  very  expenditure  of  the 
additional  taxes  will  themselves  have  increased  ia 
the  community  the  ability  to  discharge  them.'' 

Sir,  we  have  acted  with  precipitation  long 
enough.  It  may  be  wise  to  stop  and  consider  the 
consequences  which  may  flow  from  the  measures 
we  are  pursuing  if  persisted  in  much  longer. 
The  people  begin  to  feel  their  grievances.  Over- 
whelmed with  taxes  and  expenses,  their  resouroea 
cut  ofi*— their  murmurs  and  complaints  are  now 
mild  and  plaintive ;  they  will  become  louder  and 
louder.  If  the  Government  perseveres  in  the 
course  it  is  pursuing,  it  may  shake  the  pillars 
which  support  the  national  dome.  The  pressure 
has  already  caused  some  of  them  to  tremble.  If 
they  add  to  the  weight  in  the  manner  proposed, 
it  may  fall — not  like  yonder  Capitol, for  that  can 
be  rebuilt. 

Mr.  Law  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Kppes  and 
Mr.  Wright;  and  after  considerable  discussion 
of  the  various  amendments  proposed  to  the  bill, 
it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  dui- 
ties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
manufictured  within  the  United  States,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
dier,  Aveiy,  Barbour,  Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia^ 
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Bines,  Bowen,  Bndley,  Brown,  Bnrwell,  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Cdhoon,  Cannon,  Chappall,  Clark,  Clopton, 
Gomstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creignton, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davia  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles, 
Desha,  Dnvali,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk 
of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  Yoric,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Oonrdin,  Giif- 
iln,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbronek,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Howell,  Hobbard,  Homphreys,  IngersoII,  Ing- 
ham, Irving,  Irwin»  Johnson  of  Viiginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kilbonm,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Leifots,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLcNUd,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morfree,  NehNm,  New* 
ton,  Oakley,  Oimsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring- 
gold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  V iiginiav 
Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Teliair,  Udree,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Williams,  Wilson  of  PennsyWuiis,  Wright,  and 
Yancey— 102. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Maasachnsetts,  Bigelow, 
Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Cham- 
pion, Cilley,  Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Gaston, 
Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Henderson,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  King  of  Massadinsetts,  Law,  Lewii,  Lovott, 
Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles, 
Schnreman,  Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Storges,  Taggart»  Thomp- 
son, Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton, 
White,  Wilooz,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Win- 
ter—52. 


Monday,  December  19. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  HoQse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  ^  authorizing 
the  payment  to  the  widow  of  Elbridge  Gerry, 
deceased,  late  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
of  such  salary  as  would  have  been  payable  to  him 
during  the  residue  of  the  term  for  which  he  was 
deeted,  had  he  so  long  lived ;  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House."  They  have  con- 
curred in  certain  parts  of  the  amendments  pro- 
poeed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  ^  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  call  upon  the 
several  Btates  and  Territories  thereof  for  their  re* 
speetive  quotas  of  eighty  thousand  militia,  for  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States 
against  inraaion;"  and  they  hare  disagreed  to 
other  parts  of  the  said  amendments. 

Mr.  Yanoey,  of  North  Carolina,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  Robinson  and  others, 
(citizens  of  Knox  county,  Kentucky,)  which  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  BuRWELL,  of  Virginia,  laid  upon  the  table 
the  following  resolution  : 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  reserre  from  the  regular  troops  furnished  by 
the  militia  of  any  State,  in  lieu  of  their  own  senricei^  a 
sufficient  number  to  perform  garrison  duty  within  each 
State. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes  of  Vir- 
ginia, resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole,  on  the  bill  to  provide  additional  revenue 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  and 


for  the  maintenance  of  the  pobUc  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States. 

[This  bill  is  of  great  length  and  mioute  in  its 
details,  proposed  amendments  to  which  occupied 
much   time  of  the   House  in  discussion.    The 
amount  of  the  direct  tax  is  one  hundred  percent, 
on  the  last  year*s  tax,  or  six  millions  of  dollars 
upon  the  whole  United  States.] 

After  the  bill  had  been  gone  throagh,  the  com- 
mittee rose,  and  reported  to  the  House  the  amend- 
ments they  had  made. 

PETITION  OP  W.  H.  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  Yakcbt  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
William  H.  Washington  ;  which  was  read ;  when, 
Mr.  Y.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
H*  Washington ;  which  was  read  twice  and  cone 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  Monday 
next.    The  report  is  as  follows 

That  thepelitioiMr  owned  a  amall  house,  situated  ia 
Alexandria  county,  near  the  western  end  of  the  Fm^ 
mac  bridge ;  that,  on  the  S4th  of  Angoni  last,  a  qoan- 
ti^  of  public  stotes  waa  removed  from  GraeaJeafs 
Point,  by  order  of  Colonel  Wadawofth,  and  depoaked 
in  the  house  for  safe  keeping:  a  eoiporal and  fimssMO 
were  stationed  at  the  house  to  protect  then  torn  Ail- 
ing into  the  posieasion  of  the  enemy.    The  eoouaand 
of  the  stores  waa  given  to  Lieutenant  Baden,  vrho  di- 
rected the  corporal,  in  case  of  attack  bj  the  enemy,  to 
blow  up  the  stores  snd  retire  from  the  place. 

It  appears  from  the  affidavit  of  the  corporal,  hereto 
attadied,  that  he  apprehended  an  attack  by  the  enemy, 
and,  under  that  impression,  Mew  up  the  stores  and  de- 
stroyed the  house.  The  petitioner  claims  tbe  Taine  of 
his  house. 

Whether  the  destruction  of  the  house  was  necessary 
to  pravont  the  puhlie  stores  from  lalKng  iiit«  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  ia  a  matter  of  opinion,  to  bm  fivmed  by 
the  lacto  submitted  to  the  House.  The  eoaasaitcaa  an 
of  <^inion  that»  inasmuch  as  the  ofiesr  to  whooe  cars 
the  public  stores  were  committed  tlKN^ght  it  prudent 
and  proper  to  destroy  the  house  and  sCoras,  to  prarant 
the  latter  coming  to  the  pnsisssiwi  of  the  enemy,  the 
petitioner  should  be  paid  the  ▼alas  ef  hia  honae.  They 
therefore  report  by  bill. 

Wasbihotov  oouhtt,  DiUriei  of  CckoMa. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  third  day  of  Deoen- 
ber,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thooaaad  eight  han^ 
dred  and  fourteen,  before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  jostke 
of  the  pesce  for  the  county  and  district  aforeaaid,  pet^ 
sonally  appeared  Philip  lioilia,  corporal  in  the  United 
States  Army,  and,  being  sworn  in  due  form,  dqiosed 
and  said :  that,  on  the  84th  August,  he  waa  stationed 
with  five  privates  over  a  quantity  of  public  stores  whicii 
had  been  deposited  in  a  frame  house,  said  to  belong  to 
William  H.  Washington,  at  the  foot  of  the  Potomac 
bridge,  in  Alexandria  county ;  that  he  waa  oidered  to 
take  cars  of  the  said  stores  by  Lieutenant  Baden,  and 
to  blow  up  the  aaid  stores,  if  the  deponent  waa  attacked 
br  the  enemy ;  that,  on  the  85th  August,  about  three 
o^dock,  P.  M.,  as  socm  aa  the  atorm  that  day  had 
ceased,  the  deponent  aaw  a  Britiah  officer,  who  cams 
to  the  draw  in  the  bridge,  on  the  Vitginia  aide,  asd 
soon  after  returned  ;  that  a  number  of  Britkh  soMkis 
were,  at  the  same  time,  at  the  toU-honae  on  thk  sidsof 
the  river ;  that  the  drawaon  the  bridge  had  beeaiaimd 
the  night  before,  and  kept  up,  but  were  blown  down 
during  the  atorm,  and  the  chains  that  raiaad 


858 


mSTORT  OF  CONaRBSS. 


964 


DRCfiMMB,  1814. 


LeHerfrom  the  Clerk  of  the  Home. 


H.  opR. 


bndLeii ;  thtt,  loon  tiS^T  th«  oflleer  on  the 
toned,  ft  cannon  ihot  was  fired  et  him,  the  deponent, 
from  the  Point ;  and  thia  deponent  thinking  that  the 
enemj  intended  an  attack,  and  not  haring  the  means 
to  prevent  the  enemy  paaaing,  aa  the  draw  waa  broken, 
blew  up  the  store*  with  powder,  and  retired  with  the 
men  to  the  hill  near  the  plaee ;  that  the  explosion  de- 
stroyed the  hooae  entirely,  there  being  a  quantity  of 
mmmnnilion  and  powder  in  the  house. 

his 
PHILIP  +  BOILIA. 
mark. 
Subeeribed  and  sworo  to  before  me,  this  3d  day  of 
December,  1814.  DANIEL  RAPINE. 

LETTER  PROM  THE  CLERK. 

The  SpBAKfiR  Iftid  before  the  Hooae  a  letter 
from  Patrick  Mag^rnder,  Clerk  of  the  Hoose,  partly 
in  explanation,  and  partly  in  refotatioD  of  the 
statements  of  the  select  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  his  former  letter  respect* 
iDj^  (he  destruction  of  the  public  library,  and  cer- 
tain papers  belonging  to  his  office,  during  the  late 
iDCursion  of  the  enemy;  which  letter  was  read 
aod  referred  with  the  said  report  to  a  select  com- 
mittee.   The  letter  is  as  follows : 

Omci  Housx  or  Ripbisivtatitxs,  U.S., 

December  17,  1814. 
8ia :  The  undersigned,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
reaentatiTes,  feels  himself  bound,  from  the  respect  due 
to  the  House  and  to  himself,  to  state  the  situation  in 
which  he  was  previous  to  the  destruction  of  his  office 
and  the  Library  of  Congress.  This  Is  rendered  indis- 
pensably neceseaiy  by  the  remarks  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  upon  his  accounts  for  disburse- 
ments of  the  contingent  money  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
reeentaUves. 

It  must  be  Tory  distinctly  recollected  Vj  every  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  as  well  as  by  every  member  of 
the  House,  that  I  was  laboring  under  a  severe  indis- 
position during  the  whole  of  the  Pall,  and  the  greater 
part  of  the  Winter  of  18 1 3,  and  that  I  was  unable  to 
reaume  the  discharge  of  mj  official  duties  until  about 
the  first  of  January,  1814.  After  the  rising  of  Con- 
gress I  was  twice  violently  attacked  with  the  same 
complaint,  which  assumed  a  serious  appearance,  and 
threatened  my  life.  Under  these  circumstances,  my 
physicians  advised  me  to  visit  the  Springs,  aa  a  meas- 
ure necessary  to  restore  my  health.  If  the  House  shall 
deem  it  necessary,  the  certificates  of  the  physicians 
will  he  procured  and  laid  befi>re  them. 

When  I  left  this  city  I  can  say,  without  the  fear  of 
contradiction,  that  the  enemy  waa  not  in  any  of  the 
rivera  leading  to  this  place,  or  that  their  ibrce  was  suf- 
ficient, either  in  the  bay  or  on  the  coast,  to  justify  an 
expectation  of  an  attack  on  the  Seat  of  Government. 
I  believe  that  the  Heads  of  the  Departments  did  not, 
at  that  time,  contemplate  that  any  movement  would  be 
made  by  the  enemy  threatening  the  city  of  Washing- 
ion.  Under  these  circumstances  and  fitcts,  the  Cleik 
of  the  House  of  Repreaentatives  most  respectfully  asks 
leave  to  observe,  that  he  is  free  from  censure,  because 
of  his  going  to  the  Springs  to  recover  his  health,  which 
was  worn  down  by  a  constant  and  assiduous  attention 
to  his  official  duties. 

With  respect  to  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, which  charges  the  Clerk  and  those  in  his  em- 
ploy with  not  using  a  proper  degree  of  vigilance  and 
precaution  ibr  the  preservation  of  tbepapeia  appertain- 


ing to  the  office  of  the  House  and  of  the  Library  of 
Congreaa,  he  bega  the  Honae  to  refer  to  a  statement 
fiir  information  upon  this  subject  written  by  two  of  hia 
derks,  who  are  known  to  be  gentlemen  of  respectabil- 
ity and  troth,  and  laid  before  the  House  on  the  32d  of 
September,  a  copy  of  which  he  herewith  presents, 
marked  No.  1. 

The  Clerk  haa  fbrther  to  observe  upon  this  subject, 
that  it  will  appear,  by  the  certificate  of  Captain  Bureh, 
herewith  accompanying,  marked  No.  2,  that  two  of 
hia  eleifca,  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Bony,  were  doing 
duty  in  his  company  of  artillery  from  the  19th  of  Au» 
gnat  until  after  the  deatructioo  of  the  Capitol ;  that 
they  eould  not  leave  the  camp  without  a  forfough  from 
the  Colonel  or  General,  which  waa  never  granted 
them ;  that  it  will  appear,  by  the  atatement  of  Captain 
Beotor,  No.  3,  that  Mr.  Bnrch,  another  of  his  eleiks, 
and  uDon  whom  he  placed  much  reliance,  waa  marched 
from  tne  city,  and  continued  under  his  command  uBtU 
the  afternoon  of  the  31st  of  Augnat,  when  he  waa  fnr- 
loughed  by  General  Smith,  aa  will  be  aeen  by  his  Gen- 
eral Order  IXo,  4.  Mr.  Burdi  did  not  get  into  the  dtj 
until  nightfell  of  that  day.  Another  of  his  eleifca, 
Colonel  Oeoige  Magruder,  who  waa  the  commander 
of  one  of  the  regimenta  then  in  the  service,  marched 
with  hia  regiment,  and  continued  with  it,  aa  waa  hie 
duty,  until  after  the  deatruction  of  the  Capitol.  There 
waa  then  only  one  clerk  left,  Mr.  Proat,  who  had  jnat 
before  been  appointed  in  the  offioe,  and  he  alao  would 
have  been  taken  away  with  the  military,  if  he  had  not 
been  over  the  age  peaeribed  by  law  for  militia  service. 
From  these  fects  it  results  tliat»  of  the  derks  in  my 
employ,  those  in  the  company  of  Captain  Burdi  had 
no  power  whatever  to  interfere  in  the  saving  of  the 
office  and  library  from  destruction;  that  Mr.  Burch 
could  not  do  anything  for  their  preaervation  until  Mon- 
day, the  S8d,  nor  could  Colonel  Magruder,  without  de- 
aerting  his  dntiea  in  the  field. 

On  the  2Sd  Mr.  Burch  and  Mr.  Frost  did  commence 
the  removal  of  the  office,  not  in  the  afternoon,  as  is 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  but  actually  in 
the  forenoon.  The  means  of  transportaUon  were  lim- 
ited for  three  days  previous,  and  on  that  day  the  com- 
mittee have  admitted  it  waa  almost  impossible  to  pro- 
cure it  at  all. 

The  evidence  which  the  committee  have  procured 
from  the  Departments,  of  the  fecility  which  they  found 
in  removing  their  papers,  can  have  no  bearing  on  the 
present  caae,  aa  theoe  Departmenta  began  to  pack  up 
on  the  18th  or  19th  of  the  month,  and,  in  fact,  removed 
before  the  aftemeott  of  the  SM ;  and,  ooue^ently, 
had  all  their  meaaa  of  tranaportation  in  readineas  pra* 
none  to  the  time  it  became  ao  difficult  to  procure  it. 

The  Clerk  begs  leave  further  to  observe,  that  the 
Heada  of  Departmenta,  being  in  the  confidence  of  the 
Government,  had  much  better  means  of  procuring  cor- 
rect information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  than 
the  deriLs  in  his  office,  whose  only  sources  of  inrorma- 
tion  were  the  common  reports  to  be  heard  in  the 
streets ;  and  it  is  notorious,  that  the  public  mind  waa 
in  darkness  and  ignorance  upon  the  subject  of  the 
strength  and  movements  of  the  enemy ;  that  the  Heada 
of  D^^artmenU  gave  orders  to  pack  up  their  papers,  aa 
has  been  observed  before,  some  on  the  19th,  and  one 
even  on  Che  18th  of  the  month;  and  that,  as  many,  if 
not  a  majority,  of  their  derks  were  over  the  age  of 
forty-five  years,  they  were  not  compelled  to  leave  the 
offices.  This  accounto  for  their  abihty  to  pack  up  their 
papeza,  and,  in  some  cases,  actually  to  remove  them, 
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belbra  it  ww  ia  the  {lower  of  my  ddki  to  eoomeiiM 
the  bttsineM. 

The  Clerk  miitt»  therefoce,  be  permitted  to  eey.  and 
he  Mjs  it  with  confidence,  thet  thoae  in  hie  employ 
were  not  guilty  of  negUgenee,  or  inattention  in  the 
pieierration  of  the  office,  nnlew,  indeed,  the  committee 
will  prore  that  they  were  not  in  the  miiitaiy  service ; 
that  they  remained  daring  the  whole  time  in  the  city ; 
and  that  they  took  no  part  or.intereit  in  its  preaer- 
▼ation. 

With  reipect  to  the  Library,  he  aaka  the  Ueose  to 
refer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Froet,  marked  No.  5.  Thie 
gentleman  acted  aa  ondei^Jibraiian ;  the  rest  of  the 
clerkf  in  my  office  had  no  anthority  or  cootfol  in  that 
department. 

In  regaid  to  the  oontmgent  expenaee  of  the  Houee, 
the  voucberi  lor  which  were  deetioyed,  the  nttdenifiied 
bega  leave  to  state,  that  the  Committee  of  Aooeuala 
h«ve  always  had  the  sole  control  of  the  disboraemeats 
of  the  funds  appropriated  for  this  objeet,  and  have  saae- 
tioBed  all  the  payments  which  have  been  made  oat  of 
it.  Being,  fhun  the  natoie  of  the  other  dnties  of  his 
offiee,  unable  to  attend  to  this  branch  of  the  business, 
it  was  confided  by  the  Cleik  to  Mr.  Geocge  Magroder, 
hla  principal  dark.  The  amoaats  drawn  at  difiaicnt 
times  from  the  Treasary  have  always  been  so  drawn 
onder  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  ai^ 
ter  they  had  received  satisiwtoiy  iafiftrmatton  that  the 
fluds  already  drawn  vreie  eipeaded.  The  Committee 
of  Aeooants  have  always  kept  a  teoord  of  their  ac- 
coanls,  as  well  as  their  chief  deik,  and  acted  se  achedi 
apon  him,  the  undersigned  haa  had  no  farther  agency 
in  the  same,  than  to  iJlU  his  aignature  to  them  when 
the  forms  of  offiee  required  it  This  is  not  a  novel 
praotiee,  but  is,  he  beUeves,  pursued  in  regard  to  the 
coBtingent  expenses  of  eveiy  offiee  umler  the  Govern- 
ment of  any  extent;  the  chief  clerks  always  disbursing 
the  contingent  fund,  though  the  principal  is  lesponsi* 
ble  for  the  same.  It  is  not,  therefore,  so  very  extraor- 
dinary, the  undersigned  would  respectfully  suggest, 
that  he  was  not  able  to  affi>rd  to  the  committee  of  in- 
quiry a  specification  of  expenditures,  of  which  all  the 
accounts  and  vouchers  were  so  unfortunately  destroy- 
ed. He  greatly  regrets  that  the  chief  clerk  had  kept 
no  duplicate  book  or  memorandum  of  the  accounta 
paid,  which  could  suppljjr  the  deficiency  of  that  deetioy- 
ed, in  consejiuenoe  entirely  of  his  absence  on  duty  in 
the  field  of  battle.  Could  the  event  of  that  day  have 
been  foreseen  six  hours  before  it  happened,  those  pa- 
pers had  probably  escaped  the  flames. 

It  orast  be  obvious  to  the  hoaomble  House  that»  oat 
of  BO  hffge  a  mass  of  aeoonals  of  a  misoellaneoas  cha- 
raeter  as  are  paid,  in  the  eoume  of  aevea  numths,  oat 
of  the  contingent  fiind  of  the  House,  it  woald  be  im- 
possible for  the  person  having  paid  it,  to  recollect  more 
than  a  few  items.  It  is  true  that  the  evidence  of  pay- 
ment of  such  accounts  may  be  collected,  in  a  great 
degree,  by  the  voluntary  testimony  of  those  to  whom 
the  money  was  paid,  but  it  is  no  less  true,  that  this 
must  be  a  wodL,  not  of  a  day  or  a  week,  but  of  time 
and  research.  The  undersigned  has  taken  means,  by 
a  public  advertisement,  to  accomplish  this  object,  and 
will  not  fail  to  use  due  diligence  in  pursoit  of  it 
Meanwhile,  he  most  respectfuSy  suggests  that,  to  ac- 
euse  him  of  deficiency  and  defiiult  in  his  accounts,  be- 
cause the  particular  items  of  disbursement  are  unascer- 
tained, could  not  enter  the  views  of  the  honorable 
House  or  any  member  of  it,  because  it  would  be  unjust 
in  itself,  and  would  be  to  add  cruelty  to  that  pain  which 


the  undersigned  has  already  saAeed  from  tiie  losaaafr* 
tained  in  hie  office. 

After  these  general  observatiens,  the  mdenigned 
begs  the  attention  of  the  Hoase  to  a  few  laoaaiks  oa 
that  part  of  the  report  which  impliee  an  oajast  slale> 
ment  as  to  two  of  the  very  lew  aoeoonte  whaA  he  or 
his  chief  derk  have  beea  able  lospecify  aa  having  besn 
paid.  This  is  dae  to  the  House  from  its  Cleik,  as  well 
as  to  his  own  conscious  rectitude,  and  to  a 
which  he  hopes  no  man  can  justly  impeach. 

First  As  to  the  account  stated  by  the  committee  to 
be  overchaiged  as  paid  to  the  messengers  and  sem&ti 
of  the  House,  nodUng  is  capable  of  mare  aatiahflMj 
explanation.  These  persons  were  leqneeled  to  lanidi 
a  statement  of  the  amounts  they  had  severally  received. 
They  made  an  error  in  their  statements,  which  tbe 
honorable  committee  detected,  bat  of  which  the  chief 
derk  aeither  partkmated  nor  had  infimaatian  antH  it 
woe  reported  to  the  House  by  the  eonunittee,  and  whidi 
neither  he  nor  the  penons  who  made  it  were  affeidsd 
an  opportunity  to  amend.  That  ctiaaaMtaiiee  is  msie 
fully  explained,  and  the  undersigiied  hopes  in  a  man- 
ner which  will  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  House, 
in  the  accompanying  letter  firom  Mr.  George  Mi^;ruder, 
marked  No.  7,  and  also  by  a  statement  of  the  priad- 
pal  messenger  referred  to  in  his  letter. 

Second^.  As  to  the  amount  which  the  ^^'hbt'"** 
appear  to  have  been  satisfied  was  overcharged,  as  hav- 
ing been  paid  to  the  printers,  the  undenogaed  in  the 
abseace  of  that  documentaiy  proof,  which  woald  have 
completely  satisfied  the  House  on  this  head,  (bat  which 
waa  destroyed  with  other  pspers,  not  in  his  office,  bat 
in  the  Department  of  the  Treasuiy,)  bega  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  statement  of  £u^  in  order  to  relate, 
as  publidy  as  it  was  made,  the  chnge  in  thia  respect 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  committee.    The  abstract 
obtained  from  the  Treasury  bean  date  the  14th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1814,  as  to  its  settlement  at  the  Auditor's  office. 
On  the  face  of  it,  however,  it  is  stated  that  the  accounts 
settled  at  that  time,  were  u^  to  the  seventh  on/y  of  that 
month,  and  the  probability  is,  they  were  not  up  to  that 
by  some  days,  as  it  is  well  known  that  papers  are  ieA 
for  settlement  at  the  Treasury  frequently,  and,  indeed, 
alwi^s  several  days  before  they  are  acted  upon.    Ap- 
plication has  been  made  by  my  order,  two  or  three 
times,  to  ascertain  the  date  of  the  deponte  of  that  ac- 
count at  the  Treasury,  and  have  as  often  beea  anawere^ 
that  the  account  itselC  together  with  every  accompany- 
ing voucher,  is  lying  in  ashes  at  the  site  of  the  lonner 
Treasury  building.    It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  and  it 
is  doing  injustice  to  me,  for  the  officers  of  the  IVeasuiy 
to  be  giving  certificates,  that  means  of  transportation 
of  public  papers  were  everywhere  to  be  had  in  abun- 
dance, when  they  suffi»red  accounts  and  voachen  of 
such  recent  date  to  be  burned.    The  papers  marked 
Nos.  11  and  12,  herewith  submitted,  will  demonstrate, 
as  far  as  evidence  can  be  obtained,  not  only  that  these 
accounts  were  notinduded  ia  the  settlement  of  the  14th 
of  January,  1814,  but  that  the  Clerk  ought  to  Imvc 
credit  on  that  head  for  a  sum  of  more  than  two  thoa- 
sand  dollars  than  he  daimed.    The  statement  of  Mr. 
Way,  and  the  letter  of  Mr.  Weightman,  will  exhibit 
how  liable  to  error  all  estimates  must  be,  collected  in  the 
unusual  manner  in  which  those  of  the  committee  were. 

The  schedule  marked  A,  which  accompanies  thir 
report,  with  vouehen  from  No.  11  to  No.  17,  obtuned 
since  the  committee  reported,  will  exhibit  a  foxther 
sam  to  be  credited  to  the  account  of  the  Clerk,  to  the 
amount  of  about  seven  thoustnd  doUam. 
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Tbefe  MM>iinto  oombuMd*  ^muIj  mt«ii  thouMnd 
dollars,)  with  cash  ia  hand  at  the  commencement  of 
this  session,  ae  eatimated  by  the  chief  clerk  in  his 
statement  accompanying  the  report  of  the  committee, 
will  reduce  the  amount  of  expendituree,  for  which 
vouchers  are  not  yet  obtained,  to  about  one-half  of  the 
amount  of  deficiency  rtated  by  your  honorable  com- 
mittee. 

Other  Touchers  of  a  like  character  will  be  duly  ob- 
tained, and  the  undersigned  does  not  despair,  in  a  sea- 
sonable time,  to  be  able  to  account  to  the  satiafiaction 
of  the  House  lor  Ae  whole  amount  of  the  expenditures 
from  the  contingent  fond.  All  which  he  respectfully 
solicits  the  House  to  take  into  their  consideration. 

PATRICK  MAGRUDER. 

Hon.  $»»▲]»«  f^tkt  Mourn. 

TAX  ON  PERSONAL  PROPERTT. 

An  eogroaaed  bill  to  provide  additional  reve- 
nues for  defraying  the  expenaes  of  GoveromeAt, 
and  maincainiog  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  household  furniture,  or  horses  kept  exclu- 
siyely  for  the  saddle  or  earriagei  aiul  on  gold  and 
silver  watches,  was  read  the  third  time;. and  on 
the  questioo,  that  the  same  do  pass  ?  it  passed  in 
the  affirmatiTe— yeas  102,  oays 46,  as  follows: 

Txis — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Arerj,  Barbour,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chap- 
pell,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard»  Crawfora, 
^reighton,  Culpeper,  Cnthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Penn- 
lylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes, 
Harrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York» 
^onmey,  Fonvlh,  Franklin,  Oholson,  Goodwyn,  Gour- 
Un,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Haw- 
lins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
>hrey8,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Yirginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  New  Yoik,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of 
Vorth  Carolina,  Leflerts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Mc- 
"Joj,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nd- 
(on,  Newton,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleas- 
ints,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
)age,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Staiith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taybr,  Tellkir, 
rroup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wil- 
ton of  Penaaylvania,  Winter  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messis.  Baylies  of  Msssachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbuxy,  BredLenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton, 
[Champion,  Ciik^,  Cooper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Geddes, 
jrrosvenor.  Hale,  Henderson,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
fCing  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett^  Markelly 
Vf  iller,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
Tohn  Reed,  Ruggles,  Sdiureman,  Sherwood,  Shipherdi 
Sloymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturg^i 
rhompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 
IVheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 


Tuesday,  December  20. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  '-  aothoriziog  pay- 
nent  tothe  widow  of  Elbridob  Gerrv,  deceased, 
ate  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  of  such 
;aiary  as  would  have  been  payable  to  him  daring 
he  residue  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected, 
lad  he  so  long  lived,"  was  read  twice  and  com- 
nitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
rem  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  amendmeBts 


proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate ^'  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  call  upon  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories thereof  for  their  respective  quotas  of  eighty 
thousand  militia,  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers 
of  the  United  States  against  invasion;"  and  the 
said  message  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  and  amendments  do  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Stockton : 

Revived,  That  the  Conunitti^  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  constitutionality  and 
expediency  of  imposing  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  the  several  Territories  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Peabson  moved  to  aniend  the  rcsolotion 
hy  adding  the  foUowiog  words:  "and  that  the 
Committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety and  expediency  of  authoriziog  the  several 
corporations  within  the  District  to  impose  a  direct 
tax  on  the  public  property  therein." 

Mr.  Eppes  moved  that  the  resolution  do  lie  on 
the  table. — ^Negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
proposed  bv  Mr.  Pearson,  and  negatived. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  toby  the  House. 

DIRECT  TAX. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on 
the  bill  to  provide  additional  reyenues  for  defray- 
iog  the  expenses  of  Goyernment,  and  maiotainiog 
the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
United  States,  and  providing  for  assessing  and 
collecting  the  same;  and  the  amendments  r«*port- 
ed  by  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  being 
read,  were,  in  part,  concurred  in,  and  in  part  dis- 
agreed to,  by  the  House. 

The  said  bill  was  further  amended. 

And  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Shabp  further 
to  amend  the  said  bill  by  striking  the  words  ^  an- 
Qoally"  out  of  the  following  clause :  ^  That  a  di- 
rect tax  of  six  millions  of  dollars  be  hereby  annu- 
ally laid  upon  the  United  States." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  theoegative — yeas 90, nays  102, as  follows: 

TxAS — Messrs.  Alston,  Bard,  Bamett,  Baylies  of 
Massachusetts,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen, 
Boyd,  Bradbuiy.  Breckenridge,  Burwell,  Butler,  Ca- 
perton, Calhoun,  Culpeper,  Earle,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Forney,  Franklin,  Oaston,  Hale,  Hall,  Henderson, 
Humplureys,  Hungerford,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Ma- 
cout  Moseley,  Murlree,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pitkin,  John 
Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Smith  of 
Viiginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tel&ir,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Aveiy, 
Barbour,  Bmes,  Bradley,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Cannon, 
Champion,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
dict, Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuth- 
bert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis 
of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Dwha,  Duvall,  Ely, 
Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York.  Forsyth, 
Geddes,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gpurdm,  Giiffin,  Gios- 
venor,  Hasbnmck,  Hawes,  Hawkms,  Hopkms  of  New 
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York,  HiiUmtd,Ingeraoll,  Ingham,  Ining,  Irwin,  Jack- 
ton  of  Rhode  Itland,  Johnoon  of  Virgmitt  Johnion  of 
Kentucky,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  K»- 
•haw,  Lefinrts,  Lovett,  Lowndee*  Ljle,  Markell,  M&> 
Coy,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery.  Moore,  Neiaoo, 
Newton,  Oakley,  Ormaby,  Parker,  Pickering,  Piper, 
Pleannts,  Potter,  William  Reed,  Reaof  Pennsylvania, 
Ridk,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Roggles,  Sage,  Schnreman, 
Seybert,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stockton,  Stnrges,  Tan- 
nehill,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Udree,  Yose,  Ward  of 
Massachnsetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wil- 
fiams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Winter. 

Mr.  Tancet  moved  further  to  amend  the  said 
hilt  by  addiog  thereto  the  following  section: 

And  be  U  further  enaded.  That  this  act  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  in  force  for  and  during  the  war  in  which 
the  United  States  are  now  engaged  with  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  de- 
pendencies thereof,  and  until  the  expiration  of  the 
year  in  which  the  said  war  shall  terminate^  and  no 
longer. 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
said  section  by  striking  out  all  thereof  from  the 
word  "Ireland."  and  insert,  *'and  for  one  year 
thereafter,  and  no  longer.**  And  the  quest  ion 
being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  said  section,  and  was  determined  in  the  nega* 
tiye — yeas  61,  nays  78,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Avctry,  Barbour, 
Bard,  Bamett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Clark,  Condict,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuth- 
bert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Earle, 
Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Hale, 
Hdl,  Harris,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Humphreys,  Hun- 
gerford,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maiylsnd,  Kerr,  Kmhaw, 
iiag  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lef- 
foits,  Lewis,  Lowndes,  Macon,  McLean,  Murfree,  Pear- 
son, Pickens,  Piper,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Sharp,  Skin- 
ner, Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Telfair, 
Wheaton,  White,  and  Yancey. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anderson,  Archer,  Bradley,  Cannon, 
Champion,  Chappell,  CUley,  Clopton,  Comstoek,  Con- 
afd.  Cooper,  Cox,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massa- 
ehusetts,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Foisyih,  Gonrdin,  Griffin,  Grosveaor,  Hasbronck, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentncky,  Hubbard,  IngenoU, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  John- 
aon  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentnckv,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kilboum,  Lovett,  Ly  le,  Markell,  McCoy,  McKim, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oak- 
ley, Ormslqr,  Parker,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants, 
Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Robertson,  Rug- 
gles.  Sage,  Schureman,  Seybert^  Sherwood,  Slaymaker, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stockton, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Udree,  Yose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wil- 
cox, Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Winter. 


Wednesday,  December  21. 

Mr.  McKbe,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  several  petitions 
from  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  re- 
lating to  claims  to  lands  derired  from  the  British 


Government;  which  was  rend,  and  Mr.  McKu 
reported  a  bill  for  qoietiny  and  adjusting  claims 
to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Comnu'ttee  of 
the  whole  Houec. 

DIRECT  TAX. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  laying  a  direct  tax  of  six  millions  of  dol- 
lars upon  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Yancet,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  hill  by  striking  out  therefrom  the  41st 
section,  which  is  as  follows: 

<4Sbc.  4U  And  be iifitrdkar  enacted^  That,towiidi 
establishing  an  adequate  revenue,  to  prweide  fwtbc 
payment  of  the  expenses  of  Govemmant;  fi»  the 
punctual  payment  of  the  public  debt,  piincipol  and  is- 
terest,  contracted,  and  to  be  contracted,  aeeoiding  t» 
the  terms  of  the  contracts  respectivdy;  aad  iar  ot- 
ating  an  adequate  sinking  fund,  giadnaDj  to  redact, 
and  eventually  to  extinguish  the  public  d«bc  eootrad^ 
ad,  and  to  be  ooatraeted,  the  dirad  tax  by  due  act  hii 
shall  continue  to  be  laid,  levied,  and  colleele^  daiai 
the  prsaent  war  betweoi  the  United  8tates  and  Grett 
Britain,  and  until  the  purposes  ajbrssaid  shall  heooei- 
pleiely  aocomplaahed,  anything  in  Che  aaid  act  of  Con- 
gress to  the  eontraiy  thereof  in  any  wiae  aotarithstsnd- 
ing.  And  lor  the  eSSTectnal  application  of  the  iwenoe, 
to  be  raised  by  and  from  the  sud  direct  tax  iud  by  this 
act,  and  also,  by  and  from  the  direct  tax  laid  ij  the 
said  act  of  Congrees,  entitled  *'Aa  ad  to  lay  and  col- 
lect a  direct  tax  withm  the  United  Sutes,"  to  the  M^ 
poses  aforesaid,  in  due  form  of  law,  the  laith  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  pledged:  Prtmided  alwey^. 
That,  whenever  Congress  shall  deem  it  expedient  to 
alter,  reduce,  or  change,  the  said  direct  tax  1^  this  set 
laid,  it  shall  be  lawAil  so  to  do,  upon  uoviding  tad 
substitttting  by  law,  at  the  said  tame,  and  fer  the  sane 
purDoeesv  other  taxes  or  duties,  which  diall  he  equallj 
productive  with  the  direct  tax  ao  altered,  reduced,  or 
changed:  AndpromdedfiuikeTf  That  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  be  deemed  or  conetroed  in  any 
wise  to  reecind  or  impair  any  speetfie  appropriation  of 
the  said  direct  taxes,  or  eitlier  of  them;  but  ouch  ap- 
propriation shall  remain  and  be  carried,  into  cfbd, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  aseaning  off  the  law 
and  laws  making  the  same;  anydung  in  dda  act  to  the 
contrary  thereof  in  any  wiae  notwithatandiagi" 

On  this  motion  a  rerr  interestiuff  bat  desultory 
debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs.  i  ancbt,  Cau- 
HOUN,  Rbba«  Lowndes,  and  Tblfaik,  cdTocated 
the  motion,  and  Messrs.  Eppbs,  Ingersou.,  Pot- 
ter, DirVALI«,  FiNDLET,  GrOSTENOS.  HAWKIMa, 

Webster,  Pickerimo,  Newton,  and  Nelson  op- 
posed it. 

The  advocates  of  the  motion  urged  that  they 
had  no  wish  to  defeat  the  pussa^  of  the  bill,  hot 
that  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  required  that 
a  direct  tax  should  he  laid  only  for  one  year,  and 
continued  no  longer  than  imperioua  neeeasity  re- 
quired; that  the  Constitution  hnving  given  to 
Congress  the  power  to  control  the  tnzes|  to  pirt 
with  it  for  a  series  of  years,  would  be  to  surreoder 
their  Constitutional  power,  inasmuch  as  (Jiey 
coald  not,  after  giving  the  proposed  pledge,  with- 
hold the  taxes  without  the  consent  of  the  two  other 
brunches  of  the  Government;  that,  whilst  the 
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pledge  to  be  gireo  might  saddle  the  naiioa  for- 
ever with  a  laod  tax,  it  was  not  necessary  to  the 
maioteoance  of  the  public  credit,  because  a  suffi- 
cient sum  was  pledged,  by  the  bills  already  passed, 
for  the  annual  payment  of  the  interest  and  a 
portion  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt;  that 
[his  discovery  of  supporting  public  crMit  by  pledg- 
ing an  annual  land  tax,  was  of  recent  date — for, 
luriog  the  Administrations  of  Wasbinoton  and 
^OAMS,  when  the  Gbvernmeni  would  naturally 
)e  most  solicitous  for  the  establishment  and  in- 
rigoration  of  public  credit,  a  direct  tax  had  been 
mpose(f  but  one  year,  and  was  then  pledged,  as 
low  proposed;  it  was  flying  too  suddenly  from 
>ne  extreme  to  the  other,  after  refusing  to  pledge 
my  thing,  to  pledge  all  the  resources  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, of  every  description,  to  the  public  credit- 
)r.  Various  arguments  were  also  urged  against 
he  pledge  for  the  continuance  of  this  tax,  derived 
From  its  general  character;  it  was  a  tax,  it  was 
taid,  unequal  in  its  character  on  different  sec* 
ions  of  the  Union,  and  unequal  in  its  operation 
requently  when  not  unequal  in  its  amount,  owin^ 
o  the  local  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  di(- 
erent  sections  of  the  nation,  and  the  disburse* 
Dents  of  the  Government  therein.  It  was,  be- 
ides,  argued  that  direct  taxation  was  the  princi- 
Hil  resource  of  the  State  governments  for  revenue 
-because,  from  their  nature  and  relative  situa- 
ion,  they  cannot  resort  to  internal  taxation ;  and, 
herefore,  a  direct  tax  ought  not  to  be  overcharged, 
lor  too  long  persevered  in. 

The  arguments  in  opposition  to  the  motion 
vere  various,  as  they  proceeded  from  one  or  the 
)ther  side  of  the  House.  They  were,  in  general, 
o  this  effect:  The  argument  against  parting 
vith  the  power  of  taxation,  it  was  said,  would 
tpply  as  well  to  the  pledges  contained  in  the  in- 
ernal  tax  bills  (against  which  ii  had  not  been 
uggested)  as  to  this;  and  was  besides  incondu- 
iye  if  correct,  inasmuch  as  the  House,  by  with- 
lolding  appropriations,  over  which  it  had  an 
efficient  check,  could  at  any  time  coerce  the  other 
>ranches  of  the  Government  to  repeal  or  modify 
.'xisting  taxes.  That,  though  in  ordinary  times, 
he  pledges  already  given  of  the  internal  taxes 
night  be  sufficient  to  maintain  public  credit,  it 
teas  necessary  now  to  resuscitate  that  credit — ^in 
he  words  of  one  gentleman,  '*to  dig  it  from  the 
rrave;"  that  this  was  a  duty  peculiarly  devolving 
la  those  who  had  declared  and  supported  the 
vBr,  and  on  whom  devolved  the  responsibility 
or  its  success  or  failure.  That  it  would  be  high- 
y  unjust  and  partial,  after  pledging  the  taxes  on 
he  materials  and  labor  of  the  artisan,  mechanic, 
kod  poor  retailer— «fter,  in  fact,  pledging  the 
axes  on  the  industry  of  the  community — to  re- 
use to  pledge  the  tax  on  its  solid  wealth  and 
anded  property,  du;.  That  this  pledge  of  a  land- 
ax,  as  a  foundation  for  borrowing  money,  would 
»e  worth  much  more  than  all  the  internal  taxes 
mt  together,  because  its  product  would  be  certain, 
nrhilst  the  products  of  the  other  taxes  must  be 
aatter  of  estimate 'and  conjecture.  The  argu- 
nent  that  a  sufficient  amount  of  taxes  was  al- 
eady  pledged  to  sustain  the  public  credit,  was 
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denied  any  weight,  because  it  made  the  eligibil- 
it]F  of  the  taxes  to  be  pledged  depend  on  the  pri- 
oritv  of  passage  of  several  bills  which  were  in- 
tended and  calculated  to  form  parts  of  a  general 
system  of  taxation,  &c. 

Various  other  points  were  brought  into  discus- 
sion, as  to  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  in  regard  to  the  frequency  and  per- 
manency of  a  land  tax,  &c.,  and  on  the  merits  of 
the  present  and  former  systems  of  finance,  which 
could  not  be  here  detailed  with  any  justice  to 
those  who  introduced  them. 

The  question  being  at  length  taken  on  this 
motion,  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  48, 
nay»  105,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Messrs.  Alston,  Bard,  Barnett,  Baylies  of 
Massaehosetts,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Barwell,  Butp 
ler,  Calhoun,  Clark,  Crawford,  Gulpeper,  Denoyellet, 
Desha,  Earle,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Glasgow, 
Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hall,  Harris,  Hendenon,  Humphreys, 
Hulbert,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
King  of  Maaaachosetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law, 
Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Macon,  Pearson,  Pickens,  lUiea  of 
Tenneasee,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong, 
Telfair,  Wheaton,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Btgelow,  Bines,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Brown,  Caldwell^ 
Cannon,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Cloplon,  Com* 
stock,  Condict,  Conaid,  Cooper,  Coze,  Creighton» 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Masaachnsetta, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dnvall,  Ely,  Eppea,  Farrow, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Geddes,  Gholson, 
Cionrdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawk- 
ins, Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Howell,  Hubbard,  Ingersoll, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Lovett,  Lyie,  Markell,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Moseley,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsbv,  Parker,  Pickering,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rnggles^ 
Sage,  Bchureman,  Seybert,  Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Skiimer,  Slay  maker.  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Stockton,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Tanne- 
hill,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Troop,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Maaaachusetto,  Ward  of  New  Jeney,  Webster,  Wil- 
cox,  Williama,  Wilson  of  Pennaylvania,  and  Winter. 

Mr.  PoTTBB  moved  to  amend  the  26th  section 
of  the  bill,  by  striking  out  these  words:  ^^  Shall, 
within  ten  days  aAer  receiving  his  collection  list 
from  the  principal  assessors,  respectively,  as  afore- 
said;" and  inserting  the  words,  ''upon  receiving 
his  collection  lists,  shall  proceed  to  collect  the 
same,  under  the  directions  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  on  such  day  as  shall  be  fixed  upon 
by  him,  which  day  shall  be  uniform  in  all  the 
States." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  52,  nays  90,  ab  fol- 
lows: 

YxAS— Messra.  Baylies  of  Maaaaohusetto,  Bigelow, 
Bradbury,  Brigham,  Champion,  Cilley,  Condict,  Coop- 
er, Cox,  Cutpeper,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davia  of  Maasa- 
chuaetts,  £lv,  Gaston,  Gonrdin,  Grosvenor,  Hall,  Hen- 
derson, Huibert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Law,  Lovett,  McKee,  Miller,  Moaeley, 
Oakley,  Peaison,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
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William  Reed,  Roffgles,  Bchnreman,  Sheffey,  Sher- 
wood, Bhipherd,  Bleymeker,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturgee,  Thompeon,  Voee,  Ward 
of  Massachiuetta,  Ward  of  New  Jer^y,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Nats— Measn.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bard,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  But- 
ler, Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark, 
Ciopton,  Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Fndley,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hasbronck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins 
of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ing- 
ham, Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilboum,  King  of  Massachusetta,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Lefiforts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Markell, 
McCoy,  McKim^  McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfiur,  Udree,  Williams, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Stanford  moved  to  amend  the  said  bill 
by  inserting,  after  the  word  "districts,"  in  the 
30th  line  of  the  printed  bill,  the  following  words: 
"and  also,  a  like  certified  copy  for  each  county 
or  district  within  the  said  collectiou  districts,  to 
be,  by  said  collector,  deposited  with  the  clerk  or 
prothonotary  of  the  several  counties  or  districts." 
And  the  question  being  taken,  ic  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Potter  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  to- 
serting  the  following  as  the  41st  section : 

Sac.  41.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  every  per- 
son who  shaU  pay  the  full  amount  of  his  taxes  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  June,  annually,  shall  be  entitled 
to  an  abatement  of  twelve  per  centum  on  the  amount 
of  his  taxes,  to  be  allowed  and  deducted  therefrom  by 
the  collector;  and  if  not  paid  on  said  first  day  of  June, 
but  shall  be  paid  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October, 
annually,  he  shall  be  allowed  a  deduction  of  six  per 
cent  on  the  amount  of  his  taxes,  to  be  made  in  man- 
ner aforesaid;  and  every  person  who  shall  neglect  to 
pay  Ids  taxes  until  after  the  said  first  day  of  October, 
shall  pay  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
.  annum,  on  the  amount  of  his  taxes,  from  said  first  aay 
of  October,  until  paid,  to  be  collected  together  with 
such  taxes  due  and  payable  aa  aforesaid. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Kennbdt  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  six  millions  of  dollars," 
ID  the  third  line  of  the  first  section  of  the  printed 
bill,  and  inserting  the  words  ^  four  millions  fire 
hundred  thousand  dollars." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  the  following  section : 

Sic.  41.  And  be  S  Jwiher  enacted.  That  every 
person  who  shall  pay  the  full  amount  of  his  taxes  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  Jane,  annually,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  an  abatement  of  twelve  per  cent  on  the  amount 
of  his  taxes,  to  be  allowed  and  deducted  therefrom  by 
the  collector;  and  if  not  paid  on  said  first  day  of  June, 
but  shall  be  paid  on  or  befove  the  firat  day  of  October 


annually,  he  shall  be  allowed  a  deduction  of  sue  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  his  taxes,  to  be  made  in  msa- 
ner  aforesaid. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  defer- 
mined  in  the  neeatire. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  said  bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  words  ''pas- 
sage of  this  act,"  in  the  tenth  line  of  thefifUi  sec- 
tion of  the  printed  bill,  the  following  words:  "or 
specially  exempted  from  taxation  by  the  last  tax 
act  passed  by  such  State." 

And  the  qnestion  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  eogrosaed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 


Tborsday,  December  28. 

A  new  member,  to  wit:  from  Ohio,  Dav» 
CLENDRiitN,  elected  to  supply  the  Tacaoey  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  or  Rezin  Beall,  np^)eared, 
produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoine 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "supplemen- 
tal to  the  acts  aothoriziag  a  loan  for  the  several 
sums  of  twenty-five  millions  of  doLlaiiy  and  three 
millions  of  dollars,"  with  an  amendment;  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  amendment  was  read,  and  coneunred  in  by 
the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eabtoic,  of  Miasoori,  so  moeh 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Rerisal  and 
Unfinished  Business  as  relates  to  the  bill  permit- 
ting certain  locations,  and  granting  certain  doaa- 
tions  of  land  in  the  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  ttw 
Missouri  Territory,  was  referred  to  &  committee 
to  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reed,  of  Massaebosetts,  the 
report  recently  received  from  the  Nary  Depart- 
ment, in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  last  session,  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
investigation  on  that  subject,  which  was  appointed 
in  March  last. 

DIRECT  TAX. 

The  bill  to  provide  additional  rcTenaes  for  de- 
fraying  the  expenses  of  the  QoTomment  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  United  States,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Bbigham,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: Mr.  Speaker,  taxing  the  people  to  raise 
money  to  enable  the  present  Adminiatration  to 
perpetuate  the  war,  has,  in  my  opinion^  no  con- 
nexion with  the  welfare  of  the  country,  or  the 
credit  of  the  nation.  And  being  opposed  to  the 
war,  of  course  I  am  opposed  to  the  passage  of  this 
bill  for  its  support. 

War  is  a  great  calamity,  and  blasts  the  happi- 
ness of  those  who  are  Involved  in  it,  and  is  now 
the  occasion  of  the  many  embarrassments  and 
distresses  so  sensibly  felt  in  these  United  Stales. 

Those  rulers,  whoever  they  be,  and  wherever 
they  are,  who  hastily  and  unnecessarily  involve 
a  country  in  the  horrors  and  mischiefs  of  war 
are  a  scourge  and  abhorrence  to  any  people.  My 
anxiety  for  peace  has  been  so  ardent,  thai,  at  the 
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comnieoeemeDt  of  the  session,  I  indulged  a  san- 
gaioe  hope  that  the  present  war,  of  waste  and 
folly,  was  in  one  of  its  last  straggles,  and  that  its 
existence  would  soon  terminate.  I  fear  a  disap- 
pointment. The  €k>Ternment,  although  unable  to 
proseente  the  war,  do  not  seem  to  hare  ability  and 
disposition  to  negotiate  a  peace.  And  in  this  sit- 
uation, unable  to  do  one  thing  or  the  other,  tell 
us  that  they  intend,  if  they  can  obtain  money  by 
taxing  the  people,  to  undertake  to  do  what  they 
have  already  found  by  experience  that  they  are 
unable  to  accomplish. 

To  devise  ways  and  means  to  raise  men  and 
money  to  carry  on  the  war,  were  among  the  great 
and  weighty  matters  allnded  to  by  the  President 
in  his  proclamation,  and  what  induced  him  to 
convoke  Congress,  at  so  early  a  period, the  present 
session.  In  obedience  to  his  wishes  and  recom- 
mendations, Congress  have  been  very  industri- 
ously en^^aged  in  providing  the  means  to  enable 
the  Adminiatration  to  prosecute  their  schemes  of 
misery,  and  have  prepared  a  frightful  increase  of 
xwax%  and  burdens  for  the  citizens  of  the  country. 
If  the  several  laws  which  have  been  passed  this 
session  shall  be  carried  into  operation,  they  will 
be  sensibly  felt  by  this  people,  for  you  will  take 
from  them  not  only  their  money,  but  you  take 
their  personal  libertjr ;  you  will  take  from  them 
their  children,  and,  in  my  opinion,  you  will  take 
from  them  their  Constitutional  freedom.  And 
although  desperate  cases  may  require  desperate 
remedies,  yet  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  the 
present  state  of  things,  deplorable  as  it  is,  can 
justify  the  very  extraordinary  measures  which 
have  been  adopted. 

Sir,  I  consider  this  and  the  other  revenue  bills, 
mod  the  army  bills,  component  parts  of  one  great 
war  system,  and  preparatory  to  another  Canadian 
campaign. 

Canada  is  marked  out  by  our  rulers  for  the 
theatre  where  thev  intend  again  to  exhibit  their 
bravery  and  their  olunders;  and  whoever  shall  see 
the  result,  will  find  the  balance  on  the  side  of  the 
latter ;  and  to  aid  in  this  project,  we  are  about  to 
insult  the  miseries  of  the  people  by  increasing 
their  taxes. 

This  war,  in  my  opinion,  is  one  of  the  most 
unfortunate  and  distressing  that  ever  any  civil- 
ized nations  voluntarily  and  of  choice  plunged 
themselves  into.  And  although  it  is  of  our  own 
choice,  it  is  a  very  impolitic  war;  it  is  wrong  ab 
iniiio;  it  was  conceived  in  error;  it  was  of  pre- 
mature birth,  agonized  into  the  world  under  very 
inauspicious  circumstances,  and  without  prepara- 
tion for  its  support;  it  is  like  its  father,  ot  corrupt 
constitution,  of  feeble  understanding,  of  violent 
passions,  and  not  to  be  reasoned  with ;  money 
has  been  its  aliment,  and  like  a  vulture,  it  has 
preyed  on  the  vitals  of  the  country  until  its  sub- 
stance is  devoured  and  its  Treasury  exhausted. 

In  this  impoverished  and  distressed  situation, 
the  friends  of  the  war  say  it  is  necessary  that  the 
people  should  be  taxed,  that  the  Administration 
may  have  millions  more  of  money  to  prosecute 
the  war.  It  does  not  however  follow,  because 
the  Administration  are  destitute  of  money,  that 


it  is  necessary  or  expedient  that  they  should  have 
more. 

You  would  not  say,  in  the  case  of  a  private  in- 
dividual, the  father  of  a  respectaUe  and  indua- 
trions  family,  who  had  neglected  his  social  and 
paternal  duties,  wasted  and  expended  his  living 
and  their  earnings  in  profligacy,  in  rioting,  and 
drunkenness,  to  their  ruin  and  bis  own  shame, 
that  without  any  evidence  of  repentance  or  refor- 
mation, it  would  be  necessary  or  expedient  that 
he  should  have  more  money  to  feed  nis  lusts  and 
consummate  their  misery.  So  in  the  case  before 
us,  to  say  nothins  of  the  waste  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  paid  to  John  Henry,  it  seems  to  be  under- 
stood and  admitted,  that  there  has  been  great 
waste  of  public  money  in  the  War  Department. 
And  shall  we  tax  the  people,  and  raise  money  to 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  same  agents,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  same  purposes,  without  any  evidence 
of  reformation,  or  of  more  economy  or  discretion, 
and  without  any  regard  to  the  feelings  and  wd- 
fare  of  the  great  American  family? 

Common  sense  and  common  prudence  forbid 
it ;  the  circumstances  of  the  people  forbid  it ;  nor 
do  I  conceive  that  the  honor  or  the  safety  of  the 
nation  will  justify  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  predicted  embarrassments  and 
distresses  in  our  public  aflairs  are  before  us. 

We  witness  the  loss  of  national  prosperity ;  the 
loss  of  the  public  credit ;  and  we  witness  the  in- 
firmities of  our  rulers,  and  the  impolicy  of  their 
measures.  And  by  the  taxes,  exactions,  and  im- 
positions on  the  people,  authorized  by  this  and 
the  other  revenue  bills  alreadv  passed,  we  are  to 
restore  national  prosperity  ana  public  credit. 

I  am  sensible  that  money  is  wanted  and  that 
our  rulers  have  come  to  their  ne  phts  uttra;  thef 
have  worked  up  their  stock,  their  Treasury  notes, 
and  their  loans ;  they  have  expended  their  mil- 
lions and  tens  of  millions,  and  have  accomplished 
no  part  of  their  object,  the  conquest  of  the  Can- 
adas. 

And  now  in  the  foUness  of  their  political  wis- 
dom, and  with  all  the  gravity  of  statesmen,  they 
say  that  the  salvation  of  the  country  depends  on 
their  having  twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
to  prosecute  their  system  of  measures  and  get 
possession  of  the  Canadaa. 

The  bill  provides  for  six  millions  of  the  sum 
by  a  direct  tax  on  the  United  States. 

In  times  of  difficulty  like  the  present,  it  is  natu- 
ral to  advert  to  the  sources  from  whence  the  evils 
have  originated. 

The  system  of  policy  which  was  commenced 
in  the  year  1807,  and  which  has  since  been  in 
operation ;  whose  character  and  objects  were  dis- 
tinctly settled,  and  fully  disclosed  on  the  never 
to  be  forgotten  18th  day  of  June.  1812,  had  in  its 
rear  a  train  of  mischiefs  and  calamities  incident 
to  a  hopeless  and  unnecessary  war. 

The  country  is  now  perplexed,  the  people  are 
distressed,  and  the  Government  almost,  if  not 
altogether,  bankrupt.  And  to  restore  national 
credit,  we  are  by  this  bill  to  call  on  the  people  of 
these  United  States,  including  those  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  who  are  now  standing  on  their 


967 


BISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


968 


H.  OF  R. 


IHrtet  Tax. 


Dbcembbs,1814. 


derence  against  ibe  enemy,  without  any  sapport 
from  the  General  GoTernment,  to  advance  their 
money,  and  to  pay  heary  taxes,  to  enable  the 
Administration  to  prosecute  a  foreign  war. 

This  nation  has  fallen  from  the  elevated  rank 
which  it  once  held.  The  circumstances  of  the 
country  are  changed  from  affluence  to  indigence, 
and  from  glory  to  shame.  It  is  humiliatinff  when 
we  compare  the  existing  state  of  our  public  af- 
fairs and  interest  with  the  condition  and  circum- 
stances of  the  nation  under  the  Federal  Admin- 
istration. In  the  year  1801,  when  Mr.  Jefferson 
came  into  office,  he  told  the  nation  that  he  found 
their  prosperity  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  ex- 
periment. And  toward  the  close  of  his  Admin- 
istration, he  informed  the  people  that  the  National 
Treasury  was  full  and  overflowing.  How  is  it  now? 
It  is  empty,  and  resembles  more  the  exhausted  re- 
ceiver of  an  air  pomp  than  a  National  Treasury. 
Whence  this  might v  change  from  wealth  to 
poverty?  It  certainly  would  be  extraordinary 
that  an  orderly  and  well  regulated  people,  under 
ft  faithful  and  wise  Administration,  should  have 
fallen  from  a  situation  so  prosperous  to  such  a 
state  of  poverty  and  disgrace. 

To  wnat  shall  we  attribute  these  misfortunes 
of  the  country?  Our  halcyon  days  seem  to  be 
past,  and  instead  of  peace  and  prosperity  we  have 
war  and  adversity. 

The  present  state  of  things  is  truly  alarming ; 
there  must  be  something  rotten  in  the  state  of 
Denmark;  and  there  is  no  rule  of  evidence  so 
conclusive  of  the  merit  or  demerit  of  an  Admin- 
utration  as  the  happiness  or  misery  of  the  people. 
The  people  of  these  United  States  are  depressed, 
but  not  subdued;  nor  will  they  quietly  submit  to 
be  enslaved  by  the  hands  of  tyranny,  either  for- 
eign or  domestic.  They  have  in  times  past  re- 
monstrated asainst  the  oppressive  measures  of 
their  own  Grovernmenty  but  without  success. 
And  now  they  have  nothing  to  expect  but  the  in- 
crease of  taxes. 

It  appears  to  me  that  those  who  now  hold  the 
destinies  of  this  nation  are  as  insensible  of  the 
distresses  and  deprivations  occasioned  by  their 
measures  as  if  they  were  locked  up  in  the  tomb 
of  death. 

The  Administration  sav  that  they  want  money, 
and  must  have  it.  And  they  tell  yon,  in  language 
which  cannot  be  misunderstood,  that  thev  mtend 
to  employ  the  money  of  the  people  and  tne  cour- 
age or  the  poor  to  subdue  the  neighboring  prov- 
inces. They  seem  to  have  a  fatal  passion  for 
war,  and  with  no  better  motive  for  its  continu- 
ance than  to  revenge  their  own  mortification. 

I  am  ready  to  admit  that  money  is  the  sinew 
of  war,  and  I  am  sensible  that  the  Government 
cannot  carry  it  on  without  money;  and  am 
equally  sensible  that  they  cannot  obtain  money 
commensurate  with  their  objects  without  oppress- 
ing the  people — ^a  people,  too,  who  complain,  and 
not  without  cause,  of  their  public  burdens;  who 
are  innocent  and  unoffending;  who  feel  no  in- 
terest in  the  success  of  this  Canadian  war,  and 
who  have  not  in  the  slightest  degree  been  the 
authors  of  it. 


I  am  aware  that  the  Government  are  embar- 
rassed, that  money  has  been  wat^ted,  and  that  the 
Treasury  is  empty ;  but  notwithstanding  the  state 
of  our  public  funds,  or  rather  no  funds,  I  do  not 
feel  myself  bound  by  any  rule  of  doty,  moral  or 
political,  in  good  conscience,  or  sound  policy,  to 
vote  for  this  bill,  or  any  other  revenue  bUl,  know- 
ing the  object  to  which  the  money  is  to  be  ap* 
plied.    Sir,  I  would  sooner  consent,  were  these 
taxes  now  assessed,  collected,  and  the  money  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government,  that  it  should  suffer 
the  same  fate  with  the  Navy  Yard,  and  there  be 
consumed,  under  the  direction  and  superintend- 
ence of  the  President  and  the  heads  of  the  depart- 
ments, than  it  should  be  applied  to  worse  than 
waste»-to  the  support  of  an  offensive  wnr. 

The  Government,  for  years,  have  been  making 
experiments  on  the  people,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
have  been  marching  on  in  the  broad  road  to  de- 
struction ;  they  have  expended  millioiu  of  money, 
and  are  now  destitute  and  unable  to  fulfil  their 
promises  or  to  execute  their  contracts.  Shall 
they  have  more  money  to  waste  in  the  same  use- 
less manner?  I  say,  no!  Furnishing  them  with 
more  money,  to  be  applied  to  their  schemes  of 
aggrandizement,  will  seal  the  fate  of  these  United 
States,  and  render  their  ruin  mere  certain. 

We  have  secured  no  important  advantage  by 
all  the  blood  and  treasure  which  have  been  ex- 
pended for  foreign  conquest;  we  have  gained 
nothing,  either  in  reputation  or  territory,  and 
have  realized  little  else  than  disaster  and  suf- 
fering. 

Is  there  not  reason  to  call  in  (juestion  the 
moral  as  well  as  the  political  rectitude  of  the 
measure?  And  if  we  are  fighting  against  Him. 
whose  arm  is  omnipotent,  we  shall  sorely  be  de^ 
feated;  we  cannot  succeed;  we  shall  be  disgraced. 
if  not  destroyed.  I  have  been  uniformly  opposed 
to  the  present  war.  and  do  not  feel  seoaabJe  that 
I  have,  in  mv  political  condtict,  been  accessary 
to  the  deplorable  situation  in  which  the  country 
now  is ;  nor  do  I  feel  responsible  for  the  present 
system  of  measures,  nor  for  money,  to  enable  the 
Administration  to  {Merpetuate  the  mischiefs  which 
they  have  originated. 

The  granting  of  money  and  the  Itytng  of  taxes 
to  carry  on  the  war  against  Canada,  will  not  only 
increase  the  burdens,  out  the  dangers  of  my  con- 
stituents, for  the  character  of  the  war  I  consider 
the  same  now  as  at  its  commencemenL 

I  know  it  has  been  said  by  some  gentlemen  on 
the  floor  of  this  House,  and  denied  by  others,  that 
the  war  has  assumed  a  new  character ;  that  now 
it  is  a  war  of  defence.  I  do  not  so  consider  it. 
The  war  of  defence  spoken  of,  is  a  war  of  the  in* 
dividual  States,  and  they  are  forced  into  it  by  the 
measures  of  the  General  Government.  It  is  a 
natural  consequence — a  result  which  was  pre- 
dicted at  the  time  war  was  declared ;  and  no  man 
of  sound  understanding  could  imagine  that  the 
British  Gh>vernment.  while  ours  were  invadisg 
her  provinces,  woul^  innocently  float  witJ^  lier 
hundreds  of  ships  on  our  extended  and  afoost 
defenceless  seacoast,and  do  nothing  to  divert  the 
American  forces  from  invading  her  territory. 
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Id  the  origioal  compaet,  provtsion  was  made 
for  the  proteetton  and  defence  of  the  several  in- 
dividual States,  and  it  was  considered  an  impor* 
tant  provision,  and  of  some  security.  But  several 
of  the  States,  particularly  Massachusetts,  derive 
BO  benefit  or  advantage  from  this  provision  in  the 
Constitution. 

The  Administration  are  inattentive  to  their 
Constitutional  duties;  this  will  appear  by  the 
correspondence  between  Governor  Strong  and 
Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  War;  not  only  so,  but 
the  General  Government  have  refused  to  in- 
demnify Massachusetts  for  the  expenses  incurred 
in  a  war  of  defence,  occasioned  and  made  neces- 
sary by  its  own  measures.  An  attack  on  Canada 
I  consider  a  challenge  to  the  enemy  to  molest  our 
seaboard,  and  to  annoy  and  interrupt  the  cities 
and  seaport  towns.  And  shall  I,  as  one  of  the 
Representatives  of  Massachusetts,  consent  to  load 
the  citizens  of  that  State  with  taxes  to  prosecute 
the  war  against  Canada,  and  leave  them  to  de- 
fend themselves  at  their  own  expense? 

Sir,  I  trust  that  I  shall  never  be  so  insensible 
of  mv  duty,  to  the  principles  of  justice,  or  so  re- 
gardless of  the  ri«;hts  and  interest  of  my  con- 
stituents. The  principles  of  justice  and  of  hu- 
manity, in  my  opinion,  forbid  the  delegation  of 
Masssachttsetts  to  vote  for  this  or  anr  other  tax 
bill  while  the  State  is  abandoned  by  the  Gkneral 
€k>vernment,  and  that,  too,  in  the  time  of  peril 
and  danger,  and  for  no  other  cause  than  that  the 
State  declined  putting  her  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  one  of  their  cast-off  Generals. 

Though  I  have  indirectly  expressed  an  opin- 
ion of  the  duty  of  my  colleagues,  I  am  very  sen- 
sible that  they  do  not  stand  in  need  of  my  advice 
on  this  or  any  other  subject;  nor  do  I  presume  to 
pledge  the  part  which  they  may  act ;  1  pledge  no 
man,  nor  do  1  authorize  any  man  to  pledge  me, 
or  the  part  which  I  may  act,  without  consolta- 
tioD  or  consent. 

There  is  another  serious  objection  to  the  impo- 
sition of  these  taxes.  There  does  not  appear  to 
be  any  object  to  justify  the  further  sacrifice  of 
men  or  money.  The  causes  of  the  war  are  re- 
moved ;  the  Orders  of  Council,  which  were  the 
principal  ground  on  which  the  war  was  predi- 
cated and  declared,  were  revoked  before  there 
ijvas  a  sinsle  trespass  committed;  before  even 
Qeneral  Hull  had  issued  his  proclamation;  be- 
fore the  inhabitants  of  Canada  had  been  inter- 
rupted, or  the  laws  of  humanity  and  justice  vio- 
lated, and  before  that  soil  had  been  stained  with 
the  blood  of  native  Americans. 

At  that  time  the  enemv  seemed  disposed  to 
bold  out  the  olive  branch;  they  proposed  an 
armistice,  but  without  effect.  The  bosom  of  our 
Kxecutive  was  then  so  swollen  with  Napoleon 
prospects  and  the  glory  of  war,  and  so  regardless 
-was  he  of  the  rights  and  interest  of  the  people. 
that  he  laughed  at  their  calamities,  and  refusea 
to  restore  the  blessings  of  peace. 

He  said  that  the  war  was  successful,  and  must 
be  continued  until  the  claims  on  the  subject  of 
impressment  and  seamen's  rights  were  secured, 
or  we  had  appealed  to  arms  in  vain,  and  could  | 


no  longer  be  considered  an  independent  nation. 
Examine  the  subsequent  documents  and  the 
letters  of  instructions  eiven  to  the  Commissioners 
at  Ghent,  and  then  decide  on  the  soundness  of 
his  declaration.  In  the  letters  of  instruction  of 
the  25th  and  27th  of  June,  1814,  he  authorizes 
the  Commissioners  to  stipulate,  that  the  subject 
of  impressment,  together  with  that  of  commerce, 
may  be  referred  to  a  separate  negotiation;  nay, 
further,  he  instructs  them  that,  on  mature  con- 
sideration, it  had  been  decided  that  under  all  the 
circumstances  incident  to  a  prosecution  of  the 
war,  they  might  omit  any  stipulation  on  the  sub- 
ject of  impressment,  and  that  the  question  might 
be  so  disposed  of  as  to  form  no  obstacle  to  a 
pacification. 

In  his  letter  of  August  the  11th,  he  says  to  tba 
Commissioners,  that  the  Government  can  go  no 
further,  because  it  will  make  no  sacrifice  of  the 
rights  or  honor  of  the  nation. 

And  hence  it  appears,  from  the  President's  own 
showing,  that  the  war  has  been  continued  for 
more  than  two  years,  without  bavinff  either  the 
righu  or  honor  of  the  nation  for  its  object ;  which, 
in  my  mind,  is  highly  reprehensible,  and  without 
excuse. 

Another  objection  which  I  have  to  this  bill, 
and  the  placing  of  more  money  in  the  hands  of 
our  rulers,  is  their  incapacity  to  conduct  the  war. 
They  are  incompetent  to  manage  a  war  of  de- 
fence, much  less  a  war  of  offence. 

For  the  correctness  of  this  remark,  I  will  turn 
you  to  the  battle  of  Bladensburg ;  there  you  have 
a  specimen  of  the  military  talents  of  our  chief- 
tain and  his  associates,  all  of  whom  were  struck 
with  terror  at  the  first  appearance  of  the  British 
uniform.  They  were  terrified  at  the  sight  of  an 
enemy  they  had  long  affected  to  despise.  Their 
passion  for  war  seemed  then  to  be  suspended; 
they  fled  where  none  pursued;  and,  with  the 
usual  courage  of  vain  boasters,  made  their  eacapcu 
leaving  their  troops  to  their  own  discretion,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  citv  to  the  mercy  of  an  ex- 
asperated enemy;  and  tne  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  American  forces  put  spurs  to  his  steed,  and 
not  venturing  to  look  Sack,  supposed  the  enemy 
perpetually  at  his  heels,  and  flea  to  the  mountains 
of  Virginia. 

The  enemy  having  put  our  army  to  flight, 
marched  unmolested  into  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, and  there  destroyed  what  of  the  public  prop- 
erty had  escaped  the  tto^  less  destroying  hand  of 
our  rulers.  And  where  now  is  your  magnificent 
Palace ;  where  is  yonder  splendid  Hall,  with  its 
drapery  and  trappings;  where  are  your  public 
offices?  Why,  they  are  like  the  cities  of  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah,  turned  to  ashes,  and  we  are  wit- 
nesses of  the  disgraceful  catastrophe.  Had  the 
enemy  with  such  advantages  been  under  the 
command  of  a  coward,  no  question  but  the  whole 
city  would  have  been  laid  in  ruins.  No  sooner 
had  the  British  retired,  and  our  Commander-in- 
Chief  been  notified  that  he  might  return  with 
perfect  safety,  than  he,  with  his  ordinary  heroism 
and  magnanimity,  returned  back  into  the  city, 
calling  on  the  nation  manfully  to  chastise  the 
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British  for  their  YaDdalism,  and  for  frighieniog 
and  dririoff  the  Aaoieriean  CaptaiD-GtoDeral  from 
his  domicu  aod  dntjr. 

This  erent  I  consider  a  blot  on  the  escutcheon 
of  the  American  character;  and  had  General 
Hull  been  in  the  command,  and  fled  under  like 
circumstances  with  or  without  courage,  he  prob- 
ably would  have  been  arrested  and  tried  for  his 
life  by  a  court  martial — an  evil  which  he  has 
once  suffered,  and  is  now  the  living  monument  of 
the  President's  sparing  mercy. 

The  condition  of  the  country  is  every  day  be- 
coming more  and  more  alarming ;  and  the  only 
means  in  our  power  to  correct  the  extravagance 
of  our  rulers,  and  to  check  them  in  their  proffress 
to  ruin,  is  to  withhold  supplies,  and  to  do  &ts  I 
consider  both  patriotic  and  Constitutional. 

The  advocates  of  the  war,  and  those  who  are 
desirous  to  continue  it,  say  there  is  no  other 
course  for  them  but  to  pursue  the  present  system 
of  measures,  and  ask  what  else  can  they  do?  I 
will  answer:  change  the  character  of  the  war, 
abandon  the  mad  project  of  conquering  the  Can- 
adas,  deal  justly  with  your  own  citizens,  and 
magnanimously  with  your  enemy;  recall  your 
privateers,  withdraw  your  troops  from  Canada, 
and  make  it  notorious  that  the  war  is  really,  ana 
in  fact,  a  war  of  defence.  If  it  shall  then  bie  con- 
tinned,  it  will  become  the  war  of  the  enemy,  and 
no  longer  the  American  war  for  conquest. 

I  am  sensible  we  have  a  haughty  and  powerful 
enemy  to  contend  with,  who  manifest  a  disposi- 
tion to  convince  the  American  Government  that 
it  is  not  for  their  interest  to  quarrel  with  them. 

Yet  I  apprehend  our  rulers  might  have  peace, 
if  they  were  really  pacific,  if  they  would  under- 
ttke  to  negotiate  a  peace  in  the  spirit  of  it.  and 
would  themselves  cease  to  do  wrong,  and  learn 
to  do  well. 

With  tbeee  impressions  I  am  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  this  and  all  other  bills  intended  to  raise 
either  money  or  men  for  the  purpose  of  pushing 
the  war  into  Canada. 

We  need  no  addition  to  the  skirts  of  our  North- 
era  territory;  nor  shall  1  ever  consent  to  pur- 
chase misery  and  disgrace  at  the  price  of  blood 
and  treasure. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tbe  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  106, 
nays  53,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  A  veiy, 
BardyBamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradley»  Brown,  BorweU, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clarit,  Clenden- 
in,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conaid,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennqrlvania,  Denoy- 
elles,  Desha,  Dnvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Fcftwjih,  Franklin,  Gfaolson,  Goodwyn,  Gonrdin,  Chif- 
fin,  Grosvenor,  Harris,  Hasbronck,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Howell,  Hnbbard,  Hmnphreys, 
IngeisoU,  Ingham,  IrHng,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentocky,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of 
Maiyland,  Keir,  Kershaw,  Kiftonm,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  LefEsits,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McC^,  McKee, 
McKim  McLean,  Montgomeiy,  Moore,  Morfree,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Paiker,  Pickens,  Piper, 


Pleasants,  Rea  of  PeansyhraBia,  Rhea  of 
Ri^  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert.  Sharp,  Skiii- 
ner.  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  PenBarlvaDiav  Smith 
of  Virg'a,  Stockton,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tdfrir,  Trou, 
Udiee,  Ward  of  N.  Jeney,  WiUiams,  WilMm  of  Pena. 
syWania,  Winter,  and  Yancey- 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachnaelts,  Bsjfjr  of 
Virginia,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Bi^ham, 
Butler,  Cuerton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cii]|ie|Mr, 
Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Gaston,  GMdeB»  Able, 
Hall,  Henderson,  Halbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  fahad, 
Kennedy,  King  of  Maasaehnsetts,  Law,  I#ewii^  Lstett, 
Macon,  MaikeO,  Miller,  Mooeley,  Peamoii,  PiehniBi, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rnggka, 
Schnreman,  Shelley,  Sherwood,  Shiphetd,  CMaymaiur, 
Stanlbrd,  Sturgea,  Taggart,  Thompaen,  Voae,  Waid 
of  Maasaehusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcoi, 
and  Wilson  of  Maasaehnaetta. 

So  tbe  bill  was  passed,  aod  aent  to  tbe  Senate 
for  concurrenee. 

MUiinA  DRAUGHTS. 

The  House  took  up  the  message  of  the  Senate 
announcing  their  agreement  to  aome  and  disa- 

greement  to  others  of  the  amendments  made 
y  the  House  to  their  bill  for  aathoriziag  tke 
President  of  the  United  States  to  call  intoserrice 
80,000  militia. 

[Amongst  the  amendmenta  disagreed  to  by  the 
Senate,  was  that  reducing  the  term  of  serrica 
from  two  years  to  one  year,  and  that  aathorbcuig 
the  Executive  to  make  reoutsiiiona  on  the  militia 
officers  directly,  in  case  or  the  failure  of  the  Gov* 
ernors  to  comply  with  the  demand  made  on  thes 
for  this  object.] 

Mr.  Lewio,  of  Virginia,  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill,  and  the  amendmenu 
thereto. 

Mr.  Imobam,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  lay 
the  subject  on  the  table,  (lor  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing up  a  more  urgent  message  from  the  Seaafe ;) 
which  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr. 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Calbovn  ;  and 
supported  by  Mr.  Inobam  and  Mr.  Fisk,  and  was 
neflntived. 

The  question  recurring  on  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demaad- 
ed,  a  short  debate  arose. 

Mr.  Qastou,  of  North  Carolina,  rose,  he  said, 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  single  fact: 
The  bill — the  indefinite  postponement  of  which 
was  now  moved^it  had  been  sUted  by  the  Chai^ 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  woald 
cost  the  United  States  twenty  millions  of  doliaiv 
Before  encountering  this  vast  expenditnre.  the 
House  ought  to  feela  moral  certainty  that  some 
benefit  would  result  from  it,  io  some  degree  com- 
mensurate with  the  magnitude  of  the  expendi- 
ture.   So  far  from  tbis  Ming  the  case,  thestioag^ 
est  sentiment  expressed  in  favor  of  the  bill  was  t 
hope  that  some  benefit  would  result  from  it.  Ths 
amount  of  monev,  he  thought,  had  better  be  a- 
pended  in  the  old-fashioned  way  of  pncwitt 
recruits.    This  bill,  he  added,  had  done  mvt  to 
impede  the  adoption  of  efficient  measures  by  Osa> 
gress  and  the  Qovernment  than  any  bill  v^eh 
had  been  before  them.    The  time  employed  on  it 
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would  have  beeo  mueli  beu«r  apeoc  in  deviaiog 
tneaos  to  fill  the  Trefttiiry,  4kc.,  tiMn  on  a  bill 
nrbich  he  believed  would  produce  so  little  effi- 
;ieDt  good  to  the  country.  He  trotted  the  House 
nrould  now  put  an  end  to  this  project,  and  em* 
)loy  the  money  in  the  old-fashioned  way  of  filling 
he  ranks  of  the  regular  Army.  Mr.  Q.  purposely 
ivoided  renewing  the  discussion  on  the  Consti- 
Qtional  question,  on  which  he  was  persuaded 
!oough  had  been  said. 

Mr.  Tboup,  of  Georgia,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gas- 
ton's objections,  on  the  score  of  expense,  said  the 
gentleman  was  perhaps  not  aware  that — the  war 
continuing  on  its  present  footing;  the  undivided 
>ower  of  the  enemy  employed  against  us  in  time 
o  come,  as  it  had  been  in  time  past — the  Govern- 
nent  must  incur  an  expense  tor  defensive  pur- 
)oses,  in  the  ensuing  year,  of  not  twenty  merely, 
mt  of  forty  millions  of  dollars.  This  was  a  fact 
rom  which  gentlemen  must  not  at  this  moment 
ihrink.  Gentlemen  must  remember,  that,  if  Con- 
gress are  not  either  able  or  not  willing  to  encoun- 
er  this  expense,  the  safety  of  the  country  will  be 
eopardized,  its  existence  endangered. 

Mr.  Gaston  observed,  that  his  objection  to  the 
xpense  to  be  caused  by  this  bill,  was  not  that  it 
vas  too  much  to  be  expended  for  the  defence 
)f  the  country.  The  gentleman  had  raisappre- 
lended  him,  if  he  supposed  that  he  thought  any 
•xpense  too  great  to  accomplish  that  object.  His 
objection  was,  that  the  bill  peremptorily  demand- 
id  the  expenditure  of  so  much  money,  without 
loy  certainty  that  such  an  expenditure  would  be 
lecessary.  If  this  law  were  not  to  pass^  there 
ret  remained  in  existence  an  act  authorizing  the 
'resident  to  call  into  service  the  militia,  to  serve 
or  six  months.  He  therefore  saw  no  necessity 
or  passing  a  law  compelling  him,  whether  he 
teemed  it  necessary  or  not,  to  call  into  service  so 
nany  militia,  to  serve  for  so  long  a  term. 

Mr.  HAWKfN8,of  Kentucky,  remarked,  that  the 
itatement,  to  which  allusion  had  been  made,  that 
his  bill  would  cause,  to  the  United  States  an  ex- 
>ense  of  930,000,000,  was  altogether  hypothetical, 
ind  he  could  not,  for  his  part,  see  on  what  data 
t  had  been  founded.  The  bill  had  an  object  in 
riew,  viz :  to  obtain  men  to  carry  on  the  war. 
[t  ofiered  to  the  militiamen  to  be  draughted,  the 
ilternative  of  furnishing  substitutes  in  the  shape 
)f  recruits  for  the  regular  army.  If  it  produced 
-egulars^  it  would  be  of  the  good  old-fashioned 
sort,  which  the  eentleman  from  North  Carolina 
so  much  desired,  which  were  in  the  same  way 
>btained  during  the  Revolution.  If  so,  the  very 
>enefit  would  result  which  the  gentleman  desired, 
}f  recruiting  the  army ;  and,  whether  it  had  this 
3pe ration  or  not,  the  statement  of  the  expense 
pvas  altogether  speculative. 

Mr.GnoLSON,  of  Virginia  said,  no  man  would 
^o  further  than  him  to  raise  a  powerful  regular 
irmy,  in  any  way  deemed  most  expedient.  But 
16  considered  it  his  bounden  duty,  enjoined  on 
lim  by  the  consideration  of  what  he  owed  to  his 
country  and  himself,  not  to  give  his  assent  to 
in  J  such  project  as  that  embraced  in  the  bill  now 
belore  the  House.  He  believed  it  would  bring  rein 


on  the  country  ;  that  it  would  prolong  the  war.  by 
creating  a  dependence  on  a  broken  reed ;  and  he 
was  unwilling,  therefore,  to  squander  the  treasure 
of  the  nation  on  any  such  project.  We  shall  be 
visited  ne^d  Spring  by  one  of  the  most  power- 
ful armies  ever  seen  among  any  people.  He 
asked  gentlemen  if  they  were  willine  such  an 
army  should  be  met  by  a  raw,  undisciplined  mili- 
tia? He  meant  no  disrespect  to  the  militia ;  he 
acknowledged  them  brave  and  high  spirited—' 
bat,  if  every  man  were  as  brave  as  Caesar,  with- 
out discipline,  they  would  not  be  considered  as 
ccmjpetent  to  meet  and  contend  with  the  veteran 
regulars  of  the  enemy.  As  a  militia  bill,  this 
would  not  be  approved  by  the  country ;  and  it 
was  nothing  but  a  militia  bill  at  last.  Let  us 
not»  said  he,  turn  aside  from  the  lessons  of  exne* 
rience.  From  the  time  of  Washington  to  tnis 
day,  few  men  of  military  character,  he  said,  had 
ever  recommended  the  adoption  of  such  a  system 
as  this. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said  it  was  as  pain- 
ful to  him,  and  no  doubt  to  tbe  House,  to  hear 
arsuments  advanced  in  relation  to  this  subject, 
which  ought  not  to  have  one  moment's  influence, 
as  to  lake  up  a  single  moment  of  tbe  House  io 
deliberating  on  a  question  which  had  been  ban- 
died about  the  House  for  weeks.  He  would  only 
say  that  this  was  the  only  proposition  which  had 
been  offered  for  tbe  defence  of  the  country,  and 
yet  it  was  opposed,  on  one  hand,  because  it  was 
too  energettc,  and  on  the  other  because  it  was 
said  to  be  feeble  and  inefficient.  He  would  not 
dwell  on  the  subject ;  but,  rather  than  obtrude 
himself  on  the  House  in  debating  a  question  on 
which  every  man's  mind  was  made  up,  he  would 
only  observe,  that,  if  this  bill  was  rejected,  they 
would  have  no  dependence  for  defence  but  on 
six  months'  militia,  and  on  that  point  he  confi* 
dently  rested  the  issue  of  this  question. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  made  a  few 
remarks,  principally  to  show  an  error  in  the 
statement  of  the  comparative  utility  of  twenty 
millions  as  employed  in  the  recruiting  system,  or 
in  the  defraying  the  expenses  arising  from  the 
present  bill.  In  the  one  case,  he  said,  it  would 
require  another  twenty  millions  to  support  for  one 
year  the  troops  to  be  recruited,  and  in  the  othefi 
the  twenty  millions  would  suffiee  for  one  year'a 
maintenance.  The  present  bill  would,  he  believ- 
ed, produce  a  regular  force;  it  might,  howeveri 
produce  a  militia  force,  which,  if  such  were  the 
effect  of  the  bill,  would  be  of  a  quality  superiofi 
from  their  extended  term  of  service,  to  ordinary 
militia. 

The  question  of  indefinite  postponement  was 
decided  in  tbe  negative.  For  the  motion  69,  against 
it  83,  as  follows : 

YxAi— Messrs.  Bsviies  of  MBBsaehoMits,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bndbary,  Bradley,  Breck- 
enridge,  Brigham,  Bnrwell,  Csperton,  Champion,  Cil- 
ley.  Cooper,  Coz,  Colpeper,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davie 
of  Masaa^^osetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Ely,  Oastoa^ 
Gholflon,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris,  Henderson,  How- 
ell, Hnbbaid,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Ken- 
nedy, Kent  of  New  York,  Kerr,  King  of  Maaaachu- 
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fetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Maikell,  Miller, 
Moseley,  Oakley,  Peanon,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Rugglea,  Schureman, 
fiheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Slaymaker, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stargea,  Tag- 
^tft,  Thompson,  Voae,  Webeter,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard, 
Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Chappell,  Ciendenin,  Ciopton,  Comstock,  Condict, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Penoyelles,  Desha, 
Earlc,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findlcy,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Good- 
wyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Uasbrouck,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Hopkins  of  Ky.,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Irving, 
Irwin,  Johnson  of  Va.,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of 
Mainland,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Leflnrts,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Muriree,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennnrlvania,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Strong,  TannehUI,  Taylor,  Tellair,  Troup, 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  WiUiams,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

The  Speaker  then  proceeded  to  state  the 
amendments  of  this  House,  in  which  the  Senate 
has  refused  to  concur. 

The  first  of  these  amendmenu  was.  that  which 
proposes  to  strike  out  two  years  and  insert  oo^ 
as  the  term  for  which  the  draughts  shall  be  held 
to  service. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  moyed  that  the 
House  recede  from  this  amendment,  so  as  to  fix 
two  years  as  ihe  term  of  service. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  negative — for  the 
motion  59,  against  it  93,  as  follows : 

YiAs— Messrs,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard,  Bamett, 
Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chaopell, 
Ciendenin,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Denoyelles,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  For- 
ney, Forsyth,  Oonrdin,  Oiiflin,  Hall,  Hasbrouck, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilbouin,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefisrts, 
Lyle,  McKim,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Pidkens,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Robertson, 
Sage,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tanne- 
hilU  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Baylies  of  Massachu- 
setts, Bayly  of  Virginia,  fiigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Caperton, 
Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Ciopton,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Culpeper,  CuthlMrt,I)ana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Duvall,  Ely, 
Farrow,  Tiak  of  Vermont,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris,  Hen- 
derson, Howell,  Humphreys,  Hulbert,  Irwin,  Jackson 
of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Vurginia,  Kennedy,  Kent 
of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  King  of  Mas- 
aachusetts.  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Macon, 
Markell,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Miller,  Moore, 
->f<Me]ey,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleas- 
Ants,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Rich,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Seybert, 
Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Shipheid,  Skinner,  Slaymaker, 


Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  StM&too,  Stmgiea,  Tag- 
gart,  Thompaon,  Vose,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Web- 
ster, Wheaton,  White,  Wileoz.  Wilson  of  MasMcha- 
setts,  and  Winter. 

So  the  term  of  service  remains,  at  present,  one 
year. 

The  House  having  refused  to  recede  from  this 
amendment,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky  mored 
that  the  House  insist  on  it ;  which  motiott  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  aeparoltm,  to  insist 
on  all  its  amendments  to  which  the  Senate  had 
disagreed,  and  a  committee  of  conference  was 
appointed  to  join  the  committee  of  the  Senate 
on  that  subject. 


Fbidat,  December  23. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^  giTine  far- 
ther time  to  locate  certain  claims  to  lands  eoa- 
firmed  by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  ''An  act 
confirming  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the  district 
of  Viocennes,"  with  amendments;  in  which  they 
ask  the  conciirrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Tboup,  of  Gkorffia,  reported  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  President  of  the  United  States  to  raise 
certain  companies  of  rangers  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  Unit^  States,  and  to  repeal 
certain  acts  heretofore  passed  on  this  subject; 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fias,  of  New  York,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  ineornoiate 
the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  contains  the  leading 
principles  of  the  bill,  substantially  as  follows: 
The  capital  to  consist  of  fifty  miilions  of  dollars, 
to  be  divided  into  an  hundred  thousand  shares  of 
five  hundred  dollars  each ;  subscriptions  for  forty 
millions  whereof  to  be  opened  on  the  third  Mon- 
day in  January  next,  at  Boston.  New  York,  Phila- 
defphia,  Richmond,  Charleston,  and  Pituburg. 
[The  amendments  proposed  to  this  section  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  contemplate  an 
extension  of  the  number  of  places  of  subscription, 
d&c]  Before  the  question  was  stated  on  these 
amendments — 

Mr.  Clopton,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

I  have  made  this  motion,  Mr.  Chairman,  (said 
Mr.  Clopton.)  at  this  sta^  of  the  diacussioo,  as 
being  at  the  most  proper  time  to  try  the  general 
principle  of  the  bill ;  because  I  cannot,  ander  mv 
present  convictions,  vote  for  this  or  any  other  biu 
to  establish  a  bank,  and  therefore  wish  to  state  to 
this  Committee  the  ground  of  Constitutional  oh- 
jection  which  I  have  to  it.  The  objection  is  not 
one  which  admits  a  right  to  legislate  on  the  sob- 
ject  proposed,  but  would  prescribe  the  precise 
extent  to  which  it  might  be  exercised,  and  beyond 
which  it  ought  not  to  be  exercised;  but  it  ii  an 
objection  grounded  on  a  thorough  belief,  the  re- 
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tolt  of  deliberate  examiDatton  of  theCooatitation 
md  reiieccion  thereoD,  that  there  does  not  exist 
n  this  body  any  manner  of  right  to  legislate  on 
he  subject  at  all ;  that  no  sort  of  aathority  to  do 

0  is  vested  in  it,  either  by  express  grant,  or  as 
ncidental  to  any  express  grant. 

I  shoald,  indeed,  have  Men  glad  if  some  gen- 
leman  who  patronises  this  scheme  would  have 
iresented  to  us  his  views  of  the  authority  which 
le  conceives  the  Constitution  has  given  to  pass 
uch  a  bill  as  this;  that,  if  I  had  been  convinced 
f  having  been  heretofore  in  error,  I  might  have 
»een  left  free  to  decide  upon  the  measure,  accord- 
ugly  as  it  should  appear  to  be  expedient  or  other- 
vise  ;  but,  no  gentleman  having  done  so  in  the 
lourse  of  a  long  discussion  of  the  bill  on  the  same 
ubject,  which  was  before  this  body  some  time 
igo,  when  I  was  in  a  very  low  state  of  health, 
md  expecting  that  the  same  silence  in  that  re- 
pect  will  be  observed  upon  this  bill,  I  am  left  to 
>reKume  altogether  as  to  the  ground  on  which 
he  friends  of  the  scheme  rest  for  their  authority ; 
md,  being  left  so  to  presume,  I  cannot  conceive 
»f  any  part  of  the  Constitution  on  which  they  can 
ely  for  authority,  other  than  the  concluding 
ilaase  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of 
he  Constitution,  commonly  called  the  sweeping 
lause,  in  the  following  words :  ''To  make  all  laws 
vhich  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
nto  execution  the  foregoing  powers/'  &c.  Be- 
rause  there  is  no  other  part  of  the  Constitution, 
hat  I  know  of,  which  can  afford  even  a  shadow 
if  pretext  for  exercising  such  a  power  as  is  now 
proposed  to  be  exercised  by  the  bill  before  you. 
Because,  upon  every  occasion  which  has  hereto- 
ore  occurred,  when  a  right  has  been  claimed  to 
ixercise  a  distinct  power  or  powers,  not  expressly 
granted,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  carrying  into 
aeeotion  other  powers  that  are  so  granted,  that 
tlause  has  been  always  resorted  to ;  and,  more 
specially,  because  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
;he  original  parent  of  this  scheme,  in  his  letter  to 
:he  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  of  the  17th  of  October  last,  aAer  modestly 
ioggttting  the  proprietor  of  a  change  of  opinion 
respecting  the  Constitution,  to  suit  the  "difference 
>f  times  and  circumstances,"  wound  up  his  rec- 
ommendation of  the  scheme  with  a  declaration  of 
bis  '*  opinion,  that  in  these  times  it  will  not  only 

be  useful  in  promoting  the  general  welfare,  but 

1  that  it  is  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
'  execution  some  of  the  most  important  powers 
'  constitutionally  vested  in  the  Government ;"  thus 
using  the  most  operative  words  of  that  clause,  the 
words  ''necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
execution,"  dkc.,  and  evidently  thereby  inviting 
the  attention  of  the  members  of  this  body  to  the 
clause,  as  beinji^  of  singular  importance  in  guiding 
their  deliberations  on  the  subject. 

It  would  seem,  sir,  nevertheless,  that  even  in 
the  mind  of  the  Secretary  himself,  there  existed 
at  least  some  doubt  whether  a  power  to  establish 
the  proposed  bank  is  itself  constitutionally  vested 
in  Congress ;  for  he  does  not  say  that  it  is,  bat 
ooljr  that  in  his  opinion  "the  establishment  of  a 
National  Bank  is  necessary  and  proper  for  carry- 


ing into  execution"  some  powers  that  are  consti- 
tutionally vested  in  the  Qovernment,  as  if  he 
intended  to  confine  the  actual  Constitutional  in- 
vestiture to  powers  expressly  granted.  If  he  did 
intend  so  to  confine  it,  he  was  thus  far  correct* 
for  no  power  whatever  is  constitutionally  vested 
in  this  body  that  is  not  expressly  granted  to  it. 

Let  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  on  this  point 
be  what  it  may^  his  letter  will  not,  cannot,  induce 
me  to  participate  in  the  exercise  of  a  power  which, 
I  verily  believe,  is  not  in  anj  manner  whatever 
vested  in  this  body.  Even  if  the  measure  pro- 
posed should  seem  ever  so  expedient,  which,  how- 
ever, is  far  from  appearing  to  me  to  be  the  case 
with  respect  to  the  proposed  institution;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  should  it  be  established,  I  fear  it 
may  ultimateljr  turn  out  to  be  a  dangerous,  a  very 
dangerous  political  machine  to  this  country,  even 
if  some  temporary  advantages  should  be  derived 
from  it ;  if  some  of  the  difficulties  under  which 
the  Gbvernment  is  said  to  labor  should,  for  the 
present, be  obviated — difficulties, lam constraioed 
to  say,  which  might  have  been  prevented  by 
timely  provisions,  by  other  means  not  in  any  way 
conflicting  with  the  Copstitution — which  might 
have  precluded  that  great  necessity,  as  it  is  rep- 
resented to  be,  and  now  spoken  of  by  some  gentle- 
men, as  in  their  opinion  so  imperiously  calling 
for  such  an  institution  as  the  one  proposed.  But, 
sir,  I  am  not  prepared^  nor  am  I  willing,  to  admit 
that  the  (Government  is  in  such  a  desperate  situa- 
tion as  to  render  the  proposed  bank  necessarv  for 
its  relief  or  accommodation,  even  if  the  riffdt  to 
establish  the  institution  was  unquestionable.  I 
deny  that  such  necessity  does  exist.  On  this  oc- 
casion, therefore,  as  on  others,  I  take  the  liberty 
to  decide  according  to  the  dictates  of  my  own 
judgment.  If  in  this  instance  I  judge  upon  mere 
visionary  speculation  in  respect  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, let  the  observations  I  am  about  to  offer  to 
the  Committee  determine. 

In  tracing  the  features  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion, Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  always  found  that 
they  present  themselves  to  my  mind  as  being 
rooted  in  one  great  fundamental  principle,  whicE 
is,  that  all  the  powers  at  the  command  of  this 
Government  are  those  only  which  are  delegated 
to  it.  This  principle  is  expressly  recognised  by 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  adopted  at  a 
verv  early  period  after  the  Constitution  was  car- 
ried into  operation.  The  term  "  delegated."  as 
used  in  that  amendment,  I  consider  to  be  a  pecu- 
liar phrase  of  special,  distinct,  definite  meaning, 
and,  when  applied  to  any  particular  power,  not 
fairly  susceptible  of  implication  or  involution  of 
any  distinct  power,  other  than  the  power  to  which 
it  IS  immediately  and  directly  applied.  In  other 
words,  sir,  I  understand  the  term  to  mean  that 
the  powers  "delegated,"  are  those  only  which  are 
specifically  designated  by  express  grants.  The 
delegation  of  the  powers  or  this  Government 
comprehends,  then,  no  more  than  what  are  dis- 
tinctly expressed  in  the  delegation  or  series  of 
positive  grants. 

A  sort  of  powers,  however,  has  been  much  and 
often  spoken  of,  the  true  nature  ^^i^  extent  of 
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wbich,  perhaps,  h«T«  not  beea  alwaYs  distinctly 
and  clearly  uoderstcMxl — if,  indeed,  toe  exitteoce 
of  any  powers  at  all  under  that  denomination 
ou^ht  to  be  admitted.  I  allude  to  what  are  called 
incidental  powers.  The  broadest  latitudinarians, 
in  relation  to  the  powers  of  this  body,  have  ncTer, 
that  I  know  of,  extended  their  notions  of  its  pow- 
ers farther  than  to  these  two  species — the  powers 
strictly  denominated  "^  delegated"  powers,  or  pow- 
ers ^^  expressly  granted,"  and  what  they  call  ^'  in- 
cidental" powers.  This  notion  of  incidental 
powers  is  deduced  altogether  from  the  same  con- 
cluding clause  of  the  8th  section  of  the  first  article 
of  the  Constitution,  as  being  ^'necessary  and 
proper"  for  carrying  into  execution  the  express 
powers  specified  in  the  preceding  clauses  of  that 
section ;  and  very  much,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the 
diversity  of  opinion  which  has  prevailed  in  rela- 
tion to  the  powers  constitutionally  vested  in  Con- 
Kess,  has  proceeded,  perhaps,  from  the  difference 
tween  the  construction  given  to  that  clause  by 
some,  and  the  construction  given  to  it  bv  others. 

According  to  my  understanding  of  toe  word 
'^  incidental,"  I  take  it  to  be  an  adjective  not  only 
in  point  of  grammar  strictly,  but  that,  if  it  can 
properly  be  applied  to  any  power  at  all.  it  can  be 
applied  only  to  a  power  wnich  is  itself  but  the 
adiective  or  adjunct  of  another  power  to  which 
it  belongs^  and  has  no  exbtence  separate  from  that 
power.  In  my  opinion,  then,  what  is  commonly 
called  incidental  powers  are  not  real,  distinct 
powers,  but  rather  modes  of  exercising  the  ex- 
press powers  to  which  they  belong  or  are  incident. 
Whence,  sir,  I  consider  myself  perfectly  justifia- 
ble in  the  declaration  that  the  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution, which  has  been  mentioned,  and  by  which 
'  alone  it  is  generally  thought  the  exercise  of  those 
supposed  incidental  powers  is  authorized,  does  not 
embrace  any  distinct  substantive  power  at  all. 
The  power  now  proposed  to  be  exercised  in  pass- 
ing the  bill  before  you,  I  consider  to  be  a  distinct 
substantive  power,  as  clearly  as  any  power  can 
be,  and  therefore  not  embraced  in  that  clause.  It 
is  not  expressly  granted,  as  must  be  admitted  by 
everybody ;  whence  it  is  evident  to  ray  mind,  that 
it  is  not  in  any  manner  whatever  vested  in  this 
body,  and  therefore  cannot  be  constitutionally  ex- 
ercised by  this  body. 

Firmly,  then,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
or  other  advocates  of  this  bill  may  conceive  the 
doctrine,  they  entertain  in  favor  of  it,  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  clause  in  the  Constitution  which 
has  been  mentioned,  I  must  beg  leave  to  differ 
from  them  entirely  in  opinion.  I  consider  it  af- 
fording no  solid,  no  substantial  support  a  t  all  to 
such  a  doctrine ;  and  never  in  my  opinion  was  an 
appellation  more  improperly  bestowed  upon  any- 
thing than  the  appellation  which  has  been  l>e- 
stowed  upon  that  clause.  On  account,  then,  of 
the  very  extensive  latitude  of  construction  given 
to  the  clause,  ascribing  to  it  abundantly  more 
force  than  it  actually  possesses.  I  have  been  in- 
clined to  think  that  it  might  nave  been  better, 
perhaps,  if  the  clause  had  never  beeo  inserted  in 
he  Constitution ;  or.  at  least,  that  part  of  it  which 
elates  to  the  several  grants  of  power  specified  in 


the  preeediag  clauses  of  the  aaetion.    For  so  Ua 
from  sweeping,  by  which  it  would  seeoa,  is  meant 
(if  indeed  the  appellation  is  designed  to  mean 
anything,)  a  carrying  along  with  it  powers  not 
specified  in  the  enumeration  of  grants  imme- 
diately preceding  the  clause,  it  carries  aloo|^  witii 
it  nothing  at  alL    It  imparts  not  a  scintilla  of 
power  to  Congress  which  the   preceding  enn* 
meration  does  not  grant.    If  then  by  the  ascrip- 
tion to  it  of  the  sweeping  quality  be  really  meant 
that  it  imparu  to  Congress  powers  other  than 
those  enumerated  in  the  preceding  clause  of  the 
section,  which  are  distinct  from  mnd  additional  to 
them,  indefinite  in  number  and  extent,  a  little  re- 
fiection.  I  should  imagine,  might  conrinee  any 
one  that  such  construction  must  involve  danger- 
ous consequences — that  such  would  be  a  sweep- 
ing quality  indeed — that  it  might  sweep  awa^ 
not  only  all  the  restrictions  intended  by  the  speci- 
fication of  those  particular  grants  of  pow^,  but 
also  every  vestige  of  authority  reserved  to  the 
States.    Yes,  sir,  such  must  be  its  quality,  such 
the  extent  of  its  force,  if  it  be  allowed  that  the 
clause  conveys  to  Congress  any  real  snbstancive 
powers  not  contained  in  the  special  giants  eoa- 
merated ;  for  if  it  be  admitted  tnat  it  conveys  any 
such  additional  powers  at  all,  since  they  are  not 
defined,  they  would  consequently  be  general  as 
well  as  unlimited.    To  give  to  the  claiose,  tben, 
the  full  force  which  the  appellation  by  which  H 
has  been  distinguished,  were  it  a  proper  appella- 
tion for  it,  would  be  in  fact  to  give  to  C<»f ress 
general^  unlimited,  discretionary  powers.    I  pre- 
sume, sir,  tiiat  aotning  would  be  hazarded  by  the 
declaration,  were  I  to  take  upon  myself  to  afitna 
that  not  a  single  member  of  this  honorable  body 
will  admit  that  it  contains  a  grant  of  such  gen- 
eral, discretionary  powers,    iftace,  sir,  it  is  ^ear 
to  my  mind  that  those,  who  ascribe  to  the  daose 
in  question  the  quality  which  seems  to  have  beea 
ascribed  to  it,  must  be  involved  in  the  dilemma  of 
either  advocating  so  great  an  extent  of  power  as 
existing  in  this  body,  as  would  render  altogeiber 
useless  and  nugatory  the  special  gianta  of  power 
enumerated  ia  the  Constitution,  and  therefore 
much  more  power  than  they  would  veally  be 
willing  to  allow  it  to  convey  s  or  of  admitting  ai 
last  that  it  conveys  none  at  all  more  than  -wnai 
the  enumeration  of  itself  grants  without  that 
clause.    Hence  too  it  is  eoually  clear  to  me  that, 
so  far  from  conferring  on  this  bodj  any  real  pow- 
ers additional  to  those  described  in  the  preeraing 
enumeration,  the  clause  is  merely  the  recognition 
of  a  general  princif^e,  necessarily  inherent  ia 
each  grant  of  power,  that*  Congress  being  in- 
vested with  the  power,  may4i8e  or  anthome  by 
law  a  use  of  the  natural  appropriate  means  of 
carrying  the  power  into  execution,  for  which  pur* 
pose  alone  such  means  can  be  used,  the  applica- 
tion of  them  depending  entirely  upon  the  exer- 
cise of  the  power  ffranted,  and  without  iriiich 
right  all  the  several  grants  expressed  would  be 
merely  so  many  naked  grants,  and  would  cosrey 
to  this  body  no  such  powers  as  the  grants  par- 
port  to  convey. 
Permit  me,  sir,  to  illostnte  the  position,!  have 
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low  advaaeed,  by  a  reference  to  oae  of  tbe  •pceiai 
rranu  of  power  enumerated ;  I  lay  one  of  them, 
because  it  would  be  unDecessary  to  trouble  tbe 
Clommittee  witb  aoy  more,  altbough  obeerTatioos 
iimilar  to  these  about  to  be  made  on  the  one  te* 
ected  might  be  made  upon  ail,  or  nearly  all  of 
hem,  tending  equallv  to  establiah  the  truth  of 
he  position,  but  which  would  require  more  time 
ban  perhaps  it  might  be  either  eonrenieot  or 
igreeable  to  the  Committee  to  be  detained  ;  and 
because  it  is  beliered  that  the  obserYations  on 
»De  of  them  may  suffice  for  my  purpose  as  amply 
18  if  I  were  to  trouble  tbe  Coaamittee  with 
imilar  remarks  on  all  of  them.    I  will  take  the 
irst  grant  enumerated  in  these  words:  "Con* 
rress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
luties,  imposts^  and  ezeises,"  &c.    To  this  grant 
et  the  clause  in  question  be  applied,  and  the  re- 
:ognition  of  the  principle  1  have  mentioned, 
nay,  I  think,  be  clearly  perceived.    What  is  its 
iperation?    The  worcis  of  the  grant  expressly 
ionfer  on  Congress  a  speciiic  power  to  lay  and 
:ollect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises.    Now, 
ir,  does  this  grant  operate  no  further  than  merely 
o  authorize  Cooffress  to  provide  by  law  that 
'  taxes,  duties,"  £c.  on  certain  articles,  at  eer^ 
ain  rates,  or  to  certain  amounts,  shall  be  laid  and 
;ollected,  and  to  do  no  more  i    To  confine  its 
operation  to  this  limit  would  be  to  ascribe  no 
imcieot  meaning,  to  give  no  force  at  all  to  the 
vords  lay  and  cmect.    But  they  certainly  have 
uch  meaning;  thejr  certainly  have  some  force; 
iUd  from  the  operation  of  the  general  princifile, 
uch  as  I  have  alluded  to,  which  is  necessarily 
nherent  in  the  grant  of  **  power  to  lay  and  collect 
axes,  duties,"  £c.,  Congress  becomes  vested  with 
i  right  to  authorize  by  law  a  use  of  the  natural, 
appropriate  means  of  causing  taxes,  duties^  dbc., 
o  be  laid  and  collected,  which  in  iact  is  nothing 
Dore   than  an  efficient  exercise  of  the  simple 
'  power  to  lay  and  and  collect  taxes,  duties,"  dbc., 
uch  as  to  authorize  hj  law  the  establishment  of 
;ustom-houses;  rules  (or  the  entrances  and  dear- 
inces  of  vessels ;  the  employment  of  public  armed 
ressels  about  the  mouths  of  rivers  or  other  inlets 
lad  on  the  coasts  to  prevent  smu|u;ling  and  eva* 
ioDs  of  duties  directed  by  law  to  be  laid  on  im- 
>orts;  the  appointments  of  collectors,  inspectors 
ind  other  necessarv  officers  for  collection  of  the 
•e  venues  arising  therefrom  and  conveyance  of 
hem  into  the  Treasury.  So  also  in  relation  to  the 
»ystem  of  internal  taxation  lately  established,  and 
30W  enlarged,  as  appropriate  means  of  carrying 
:be  system  into  effect,  the  appointments  of  a  com* 
nissioaer  of  that  revenue,  collectors,  assessors  and 
3tber  necessary  officers,  and  rules  of  proceeding 
in  every  case  of  taxation  have  been  all  authorized 
)y  law  for  the  purposes  of  levying  the  taxes  and 
3ringiog  them  into  the  use  of  the  Government. 

Now,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  ask,  would  not  Con- 
|rres8  have  had  a  Constitutional  right  to  make 
A-ws  authorizing  all  the  several  proceedings,  I 
lave  just  noticed,  if  the  clause,  which  has  been 
;ited,  had  never  been  inserted  at  tbe  end  of  the 
section  which  has  been  mentioned  7  Can  there 
exist  any  doubt  respecting  its  authority  to  have 


done  so  ?  It  seease  to  me  that  not  a  shadow  of 
ground  for  doubting  its  authority  would  have  ex* 
isted,  but  that  the  words  ^  shall  have  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,'* 
convey  to  this  body  the  same  extent  of  authority 
as  the  grant  would,  if  it  had  been  expressed  thai 
Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  coUect 
taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  by  making  the 
necessary  and  proper  laws  for  laying  and  coUect- 
ing  them.  For  a  legislature  cannot  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes,  duties,  imposts,  or  excises,  but  bv  mak- 
ing some  law  or  laws  for  laving  and  collecting 
them;  that  is  to  say,  some  law  or  laws  appro- 
priate to  the  purposes  of  laying  and  collecting 
them. 

The  ^  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties, 
imposts,  and  excises"  is  the  same,  then,  as  a  power 
to  make  laws  which  shall  be  *^  necessary  and  pro- 
per" to  lay  and  collect  uxes,  duties,  imposts  and 
excises.  But  to  make  laws  which  shall  be  "  ne- 
cessary and  proper"  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  du- 
ties, dbc,  is  the  same  as  to  make  laws,  which  shall 
be  **  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  exe- 
cution" the  power  to  hiy  and  collect  uxes,  duties, 
dbc.  Hence,  then,  a  power  to  make  laws,  which 
shall  be  "necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  Into 
execution"  the  power  to  la^r  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts  and  excises,  is  the  same  as,  and 


can  be  no  more  than,  the  simple  power  *'to  lay 
aad  eollect  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises."  It 
is  evident,  therefore,  to  mv  mind,  sir,  that  what 
have  beea  generally  callea  powers  incidental  to 
express  powers  are  not  real,  distinct  powers,  but 
nothing  more  than  modes  of  exeroisittg  the  express 
powers  to  which  they  belong,  or  using  the  natural, 
appropriate  means  of  carrying  them  into  execa« 
tion,  which  are  the  onlv  purposes,  for  which  tbe 
means  ai«  required  and  to  which  only  they  caa 
be  applied ;  the  objects,  on  which  they  ean  operate, 
being  those  only  on  which  the  express  powers,  to 
which  they  respectively  belong,  are  exercised ; 
that  nothing  more  is  comprehended  within  the 
meaning  of  the  vrords  ^  to  make  all  laws,  which 
shafl  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
exeeution  the  fonming  powere,"  dtc,  contained 
in  the  clause  which  has  been  chaiacterized  as  the 
sweeping  clause  and  to  which  so  extensive  a  scope 
has  been  given.. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  words  *<  to  make  all 
laws,  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper,"  in- 
stead of  having  been  inserted  at  the  end  of  the  seco 
tion,  had  been  inserted  in  the  first  grant  between 
the  word  ''power,"  and  the  words  *^to  laiR^and 
collect  taxes,  duties,"  dtc.,so  as  to  have  made  the 
clause  read  thus,  ^'  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
make  all  hiws  whioh  shall  be  necessary  and  pro- 
per to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,"  «e.,  would 
any  gentleman  contend  that  Congress  under  this 
grant,  so  modified,  would  have  a  Constitutional 
right  to  exercise,  as  the  means  of  laying  and  col- 
lecting taxes,  duties,  dbc,  a  distinct  substantive 
power,  not  expressed  in  the  grenti  and  not  neees^ 
sarily  belonging  to  the  power  of  laymg  and  col- 
lecting  taxes,  duties,  dbc.,  but  which  could  be  ex- 
eieised  independently  of  the  exercise  of  that  pow« 
cr,  and  operate  on  objects  not  at  all  connected 
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with  the  ezereise  of  iti  Sarely  not;  yet,  it  is 
the  same  thing  to  contend  that  thoie  words  of  the 
elaase  at  the  end  of  the  seetion,  contain  a  grant 
of  such  power;  for  they  apply  to  each  special 
grant  of  power  enumerated  in  the  same  manner, 
and  only  in  the  same  manner,  as  if  they  had  been 
incorporated  into  the  body  of  each  grant  respec- 
tively. Nothing  can  be  more  clear  and  evident 
than  that  the  words  so  apply,  and  so  only.  Never* 
theless,  sir,  this  famous  clause  has  been  so  con- 
strued, and,  I  suppose,  still  is  so  construed,  as  to 
give  to  Congress  separate,  distinct,  substantive 

Siwers,  notezpressed  in  the  enumeration  of  grants, 
zpediencv  is  made  the  basis  of  such  construc- 
tion :  and  trom  an  opinion  entertained  by  some 
gentlemen,  that  the  proposed  banking  institution 
may  afford  a  useful  engine  to  the  Government  in 
its  financial  arrangemenu;  though  the  correct- 
ness of  that  opinion  is  controverted  by  others,  and 
is  upon  the  whole  extremely  problematical :  yet 
from  their  opinion  merely  oif  its  expediency  a 
right  to  establish  the  institution  is  claimed,  and 
now  in  rapid  exercise ;  although  nothing  can  be 
more  evident,  than  that  to  do  so  is  to  exercise  a 
distinct,  substantive  power  not  contained  in  the 
enumeration — a  power  as  distinct,  and  as  substan- 
tive as  any  of  those  enumerated  are  with  respect 
to  the  others  on  the  lisL  This  observation  leads  me, 
sir,  and  indeed  almost  irresistibly  impels  me,  to 
bringto  the  notice  of  the  Committee  one  particular 
grant  of  power  enumerated^  so  extremely  apt  in 
my  opinion,  and  well  fitted  is  it  for  a  further  illos- 
tration  of  tne  principles  I  contend  for— it  is  the 
power  ^  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads." 

Here,  sir,  is  a  power  distinctly  expressed  in  the 
enumeration  of  so  much  importance  to  the  Qov- 
ernment  in  affording  ready,  convenient  and  ex- 
peditions means  of  conveyance  of  intelligence,  to 
and  from  every  department,  every  branch  and 
every  individual  member  of  every  branch  andde- 
nartment  of  the  Gk>vernment,  as  well  as  to  and 
from  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  large,  as 
to  render  it  almost  absolutely  necessary  for  ear- 
ryiuR  on  the  affairs  of  the  Gbvemment.  Yet  we 
see  tnis  power  expressly  designated  in  the  enume- 
ration. Why  do  we  see  it  here  expressly  desiir- 
nated?  For  this  very  obvious  and  undeniable 
reason — that  it  is  a  power  comple^lv  substantive 
in  its  nature,  distinct  and  separate  from,  and  in- 
dependent of  ail  others  enumerated.  Whence 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  from  a  conside- 
ration of  its  sreat  importance  to  the  General  Grov- 
ernment,  and  the  manifest  propriety  of  vesting  it 
in  this  Government,  took  care  to  insert  it  in  the 
enumeration  of  express  grants— well  knowing 
that  it  could  not  by  any  possible  just  construction 
be  considered  as  the  incident  of  any  of  those  ex- 
press grants ;  and  conseqently  that,  however  ne- 
cessary and  proper  it  might  be  for  carrying  on  the 
afiairs  of  the  Government,  such  a  power  could 
not  be  constitutionally  exercised,  unless  inserted 
among  the  express  grants. 

Now.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  seriously,  I  will 
solemnly  address  myself  to  the  members  of  this 
honorable  body,  and  ask,  Will  any  sen  tie  man  un« 
dertake  to  say  that  a  power  to  establish  such  an 


ittstitntion  as  the  one  now  proponed — an  instita- 
tion  of  such  vast  moment,  involving  interests  so 
deep,  so  extensive,  so  fathomless,  indeed,  as  almost 
to  fattfile  the  powers  of  human  language  to  describe 
them ;  an  institution,  which,  if  e8tabusbed,as  was 
said,  and  justly  said,  by  a  g^tleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Oakley)  some  time  ago  in  rebtion  to 
the  bill  on  the  same  subject  then  onder  discussion, 
will  be  likely  to  wield  the  destinies  of  tkb  aaiton 
for  ages  to  come— 1  say,  sir,  will  any  gentleman 
undertake  to  affirm  that  a  power  to  establish  such 
a  monstrous  institution  as  this,  is  not  a  power  as 
completely  substantive  in  its  nature  as  the  power 
to  establish  post  offices,  and  to  direet  that  the 
mails  shall  bt  carried  on  certain  roads?  Sir,  h 
the  sun  shining  in  his  meridian  splendor  clearer 
to  the  eye  than  it  must  be  to  every  mind,  hi^ 
and  low,  wise  and  ignorant,  that  a  power  to  cre- 
ate so  terrific  and  stupendous  an  establishment  as 
thisj  is  no  less  a  substantive  power  and  no  lesi 
distinct  and  separate  from,  and  independent  oC 
all  other  whatever,  than  is  the  power  to  establisk 
post  offices  and  post  roads?  Sir,  this  is  too  eleu 
and  too  plain  to  need  any  illustration.  It  would 
be  but  an  idle  waste  of  time,  indeed,  to  trooUe  the 
Committee  with  any  observations  upon  ii  with 
a  view  of  attempting  to  prove  more  dearly  that 
it  is  such  a  power ;  and  if  gentlemen  are  deter- 
mined to  assume  the  power,  the  exercise  of  it  will 
be  totally  unconnected  with  that  of  any  of  the 
express  powers  enumerated  in  the  Constitntion, 
ana  its  operation  is  independent  of  their  operation 
as  the  power  itself  is  independent  of  all  those  ex- 
press powers.  These  are  the  characteristic  prop- 
erties of  a  distinct,  substantive  power.  Strang, 
I  think,  must  be  the  construction,  then,  whidi 
interprets  it  to  be  a  power  merely  incidental  ts 
either  of  those  express  powers ;  and,  since  it  is 
not  itself  one  of  them,  my  impressions  are  irresis- 
tible, that  it  is  not  in  any  matter  reiUed  in  this 
body,  and  therefore  cannot  be  constitutionally  ex- 
ercised by  it. 

Sir,  if  the  doctrine,  under  which  this  power  is 
assumed  and  exercised,  should  be  generally  toler- 
ated and  sanctioned — if  this  vast  anlimited  iiti- 
tude  of  construction  should  become  the  established 
construction  of  the  clause  in  the  Constitution, 
which  has  been  so  often  referred  to,  what  will 
become  of  the  great  landmarks  of  the  Constitn- 
tion ?  Will  they  not  in  effect  be  all  levelled  with 
the  ground  ?  will  not  the  wide  unbounded  ocean 
of  human  affairs  be  then  laid  open  to  this  restricted 
Federal  Legislature,  (as  everybody,  who  pretends 
to  know  anything  of  the  principles  of  the  Consti- 
tution, acknowledges  it  to  be,)  to  select  from  them 
such  subjects  as  it  mav  choose,  as  ba^es  of  its  laws  ? 
Surely,  sir,  it  will.  AH  the  restrictions  cootained 
in  the  Constitution,  which  have  been  marked 
out  by  the  specification  of  particular  powers, as 
limitations  to  Congress  in  legislating  for  these 
United  States,  will  be  swept  away,  will  be  aoai- 
hiiated ;  and  there  will  be  nothing  to  hinder  a 
course  of  legislation  from  being  pursued  wiiJiottt 
restraint,  without  any  limitation  whatever  bot  its 
own  discretion,  as  to  what  it  may  determine  apon 
as  necessary  or  proper  to  be  done.    Sir,  can  a 
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single  object  fall  within  the  compass  of  the  haman 
imagination,  which  mav  not  be  also  drawn  within 
the  scope  of  this  boundless  construction,  and  ac* 
cording  to  it  be  deemed  a  legitimate  subject  of 
Congressional  legislation  ?  Not  one,  sir.  Every 
possible  objector  human  legislation,  not  palpably 
repugnant  to  the  first  principles  of  our  nature,  of 
which  the  mind  can  conceive,  under  this  very 
extensive  construction  may  as  well  and  as  right- 
fully form  a  basis  of  l^islation  for  this  body,  as 
the  subject  on  which  it  is  now  acting.  Admit 
:his  doctrine  as  correct,  and  in  vain.  sir.  has  your 
[Constitution  been  framed  upon  the  principles 
hat,  '*the  powers,  not  delegated  to  the  United 
States  by  tne  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it 
:o  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respeet- 
vely  or  the  people."  In  vain  has  this  hallowed 
principle  been  solemnly  recognised  and  expressly 
ncorporated  into  the  Constitution  by  wav  of 
imendment.  In  vain  have  the  people  of  these 
States  confided  in  this  great  fundamental  princi- 
ple as  a  solemn  and  sale  guarantee  of  their  dtate 
tovereignties.  There  is  not  a  single  power  hereto- 
bre  considered  as  reserved,  and  heretofore  deemed 
wcred  to  the  States,  which  may  not  be  as  right- 
ully  exercised  by  tnis  body,  as  the  power  now 
)roposed  to  be  exercised  by  it;  fori  aver  that 
lot  a  single  power  is  more  completly  reserved  to 
he  States, under  the  Constitution, than  this  power 
s — that,  if  this  power  is  not  reserved,  no  power 
whatever  is  reserved  to  them ;  and  it  would  be 
preposterous  indeed,  to  talk  or  think  of  reserved 
Mwers  at  all.  But,  sir,  I  undertake  to  aver  that 
his  power  is  not  delegated  to  this  body,  either  ex- 
iressly  or  incidentally,  and  I  do  consider  an  exer- 
lise  of  it  by  this  body  as  an  unauthorized  assump- 
ioo,  as  an  usurpation  not  only  not  warranted,  but 
ibsolutely  forbidden  to  it  by  the  Constitution.  I 
issert,  then,  that  this  monstrous  construction  op- 
(rates  no  less  than  a  complete  reversal  of  the 
;reat  and  essential  principle,  which  has  been 
ipoken  of-*introduces  the  fatal,  destructive  one, 
hat  all  powers  whatever  are  delegated  to  the 
Jnited  States  which  are  not  expressly  reserved 
o  the  States;  and,  in  efiect,  converts  this  Qov- 
Toment  of  s|Mcial,  defined,  express  powers,  into 
)De  entire  consolidated  Government,  of  general 
indefined  powers. 

Let  this  alarming  doctrine  be  fully  confirmed 
ind  established,  what  a  fatal  verification  will  it 
ye  of  the  presages  of  some  of  our  venerable  states- 
neo,  whose  mortal  remains  have  been  long  since 
nouldering  in  the  grave !  At  the  ever  memora* 
>le  and  important  epoch  when  the  people  of  these 
States  were  called  upon  to  deliberate  on  the  great 
ind  interesting  question  relating  to  the  adoption 
)f  this  Constitution,  tbe  minds  of  many  were  im- 
iressed  with  serious,  with  solemn,  with  awful 
ipprehensions,  mingled  with  no  small  degree  of 
ilarm  that  tbe  very  clause  in  the  8th  section  of 
be  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  which  has 
leen  so  often  cited,  might  be  resorted  to  as  a 
jrround  for  legislating  to  an  extent  never  contem- 
>lated  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  as  being 
within  the  scope  of  its  true  and  legitimate  mean- 
ing.   It  was  ieared  that  the  term  '^necessary" 


contained  in  the  clause,  though  qualified  and  r«» 
stricted  in  its  meaning  bj  the  addition  of  the  term 
'^proper,"  from  the  union  and  combination  of 
which  two  qualities  it  was  manifestly  intended 
to  apply  the  clause  to  the  making  of  such  laws 
onlv.  as  should  have  an  immediate  relation  to, 
ana  a  natural,  intimate  connexion  with  the  enu- 
merated express  powers,  as  means  or  instruments 
of  carrying  them  efficiently  into  execution,  might 
nevertheless  be  so  perverted  as  to  have  a  con- 
struction given  to  the  clause  not  confined  to  the 
limits  embraced  within  that  intention,  but  arbi- 
trarily extended  to  laws  having  no  manner  of  re- 
lation to,  and  no  sort  of  natural  connexion  with 
any  of  those  express  powers — that  soch  a  princi- 
ple of  construction  once  established,  the  time 
might  come  when  it  would  expand  itself  to  the 
widest  circuit  of  human  discretion.  The  Ameri- 
can people  in  general  were  satisfied,  however,  to 
receive  the  Constitution  as  proposed,  with  that 
clause  in  it,  resting  their  hopes  upon  the  princi- 
ples and  structure  of  it,  that  these  were  sufficiently 
clear  and  explicit  to  guard  against  the  abuses  and 
dangers  so  much  apprehended  by  some. 
Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  will  the  thirteenth  Con- 

J[ress  of  the  United  States,  fatally  to  those  hopes, 
atally  to  tbe  pleasing  expectations  then  enter- 
tained by  the  people,  who  adopted  this  Constitu- 
tion— will  tbey  so  soon  verify  the  presages  which 
have  been  alluded  to  ?  Will  they  in  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  so  dangerous  a  precedent,  which  was 
thought  to  have  been  happily  demolished  but 
three  or  four  years  ago  bv  a  refusal  to  recharter 
a  similar  institution^will  they,  I  say  at  so  early 
a  period  after  that  event,  by  a  creation  of  the 
proposed  huge  mammoth  institution,  sufficiently 
capacious  to  swallow  up  four  or  five  of  the  former 
establishments,  thus  hermetically  seal  and  secure 
perhaps  forever  the  groundwork  of  future  assump- 
tions of  power,  and  this  too  by  adopting  a  mea- 
sure of  itself  fraught  with  inconceivable  danger, 
the  natural  tendency  of  which  will  be  gradually, 
at  least,  if  not  rspidiy  (and  if  such  a  sad  misfor- 
tune must  befall  this  country,  I  pray  that  it  may 
be  but  gradual)  to  break  down  the  Iwrriers  of  the 
Constitution  and  sweep  away  the  restrictions  and 
limitations  of  nower  marked  out  by  the  specifica'* 
tion  of  particular  grants  as  designated  in  the  Con- 
stitution ?  Sir,  should  such  a  state  of  things  ever 
arrive — should  such  ever  be  the  condition  of  this 
country— when  this  Legislature  should  soentirely 
change  its  true  character — when  it  should  no 
longer  confine  its  proceedings  to  the  limits  of  its 
^  delegated"  powers  and  the  great  leading  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution — when  these  principles 
should  be  disregarded  and  cease  to  have  any  force, 
who  could  undertake  to  say  how  far  an  evil  of 
such  great  magnitude  might  not  progress  1  No 
man,  I  undertake  to  affirm,  could  prophetically 
explore  the  full  extent  of  its  progress. 

It  is  not  much  to  be  wondered  at,  perhaps, 
that  gentlemen  should  differ  in  opinion  as  to  the 
extent  in  whicha  power,  though  expressly  granted, 
ought  lo  be  exercised,  when  that  power  is  in  its 
nature  limited,  or  qualified  by  the  terms  of  the 
grant,  to  which  difiierent  gentlemen  may  give  dif- 
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fereat  coostrocttons,  as  oo  sereral  recent  occa- 
sions we  ha^e  witnessed.  Bnt  when  a  power  is 
•ssomed  which  is  not  e^en  mentioned  in  the  Con- 
stitntion,  I  most  confess,  sir,  it  appears  to  me  as 
something  much  more  extraordinary.  If  an  er- 
roneous constrnetion  in  the  first  case  should  pre- 
Tail  atone  time,  the  evil  will  be  remedied,  perhaps, 
by  a  more  correct  constrnetion  at  another  time, 
the  express  power  bein^  always  a  fixed,  defined 
standard,  to  which  the  mmd  can  resort ;  and  there- 
fore the  precedent  is  not  likely  to  be  as  durable 
and  dangerous  as  in  the  latter  case,  where  mere 
arbitrary  interpretation, or  opinion,  naring  at  any 
time  prevailed,  upon  the  general  ground  of  neces- 
sity or  expediency,  without  any  such  fixed,  defined 
standard  to  judge  by,  one  assumption  is  much 
more  likely  to  form  a  durable  precedent  for  future 
similar  assumptions  from  time  to  time  in  succes- 
sion, and  consequently  so  much  the  more  dan- 
Serous.  If,  therefore,  it  be  not  too  late— if  ^n- 
emen  have  not  irrerocably  made  up  their  minds 
upon  this  subject,  I  would  beseech  this  honorable 
assembly  to  consider,  to  pause  for  a  while,  to 
meditate  on  a  subject  of  such  Tast  magnitude  be- 
fore ihej  come  to  such  irrerocable  decision  in 
faTor  of  it,  and  not  precipitately  hurry  into  the 
adoption  of  a  measure  so  big  with  momentous, 
incalculable  consequences— consequences,  the  ex- 
tent of  which  the  keenest  foresight  of  man  can- 
not now  discern— the  baneful  influences  of  the 
erils  of  which  may  be  such  as  the  most  eagle-eyed 
statesman  our  country  produces  may  not  be  able 
to  trace,  until  they  shall  have  extended  themselves 
bevond  the  reach  of  any  practicable  remedy! 

When  Mr.CLOPTOR  had  concluded — the  ques 
tion  being  about  to  be  put  on  his  motion  without 
debate — 

Mr.  Qaston,  of  North  Carolina,  took  the  floor. 
Among  the  most  alarming  indications  of  the  times, 
he  remarked,  was  the  apathy  which  pervaded  the 
House  on  this  occasion ;  an  apathy  resembling 
the  numbness  which  generally  precedes  mortal 
dissolution,  under  the  influence  of  which  a  ques- 
tion of  sttcn  importance  as  this  was  about  to  be 
taken  without  debate  and  almost  without  delib- 
eration. If  the  bill  would  produce  that  effect 
which  its  friends  predicted,  it  would  prove  a  ben- 
eficial and  valuable  institution  ;  if  traught  with 
the  mischiefs  which  he  saw  in  it,  its  passage 
would  bring  with  it  certain  destruction  to  the 
nation.  He  took  it  for  granted,  from  the  conree 
of  proceedings  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
House  when  this  subject  was  before  under  con- 
sideration, that  all  hope  of  obtaining  a  bank  at 
all  resembling  what  banks  have  heretofore  been, 
must  now  cease;  and  that  the  institution  em- 
braced by  this  bill,  if  it  passed,  would  be  a  mere 
paper  bank,  and  nothing  else,  from  which  no  ben- 
efit could  result  to  the  Government  or  the  com- 
munity. He  examined  the  character  of  this  bill, 
and  particularly  objected  to  the  extent  of  the  cap- 
ital ;  the  limited  proportion  of  specie  to  be  em- 
ployed in  it;  ana  the  power  to  suspend  specie 
payments.  Upon  a  full  view  of  all  its  features, 
he  denied  that  it  would  restore  public  credit,  or 
establish  an  adequate  circulating  medium,  the 


purposes  which  its  friends  hoped  It  wovld  aceom- 
plish.  It  would,  on  the  contrary,  from  the  moment 
of  its  estaUishraent,  give  birth  to  a  moostroos 
scene  of  stock-jobbing  and  specolarion,  always 
detrimental  to  the  public  crediL  Bj  a  svstem  of 
rigid  economy  and  carrying  into  effect  the  taxes 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  he  said,  he  had  some 
hope  that  the  Government  would  weather  the 
storm  with  which  it  was  assailed,  without  national 
bankruptcy ;  but.  if  Congress  passed  a  bill  of  this 
kind,  he  conscientiously  nelieved  it  wooU  not  be 
possible  to  avoid  the  evil ;  and  that,  if  they  passed 
this,  they  might  as  well  at  the  same  time  pais  a 
bill  of  national  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  McKm,  of  Maryland,  said  without  sayia^ 
how  he  should  vote  on  the  final  question,  he 
should  vote  aninst  the  motion  to  strike  oot  tiie 
first  section  of  the  bill  in  the  present  suge  of  it 
from  motives  of  respect  to  the  co-ordinate  branch 
of  the  Legislature  from  which  the  bill  came,  and 
to  those  who  advocated  the  bill  in  this  House. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  oftht 
bill  was  then  decided  in  the  n^ative  by  the  Mr 
lowing  vote:  For  striking  it  out  50,  against  it 71. 

Mr.  FiSK  then  briefiy  explained  the  charaerer 
of  this  bill,  and  in  what  respect  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  committee  wonid  change  the  fea- 
tures of  it.  The  bill,  as  it  caote  from  the  Senate^ 
and  as  it  now  stands,  proposes  that  the  fony  mil- 
lions to  be  subscribed  by  individuals,  shall  be  at 
the  rate  of  twentv-seven  millions  of  dollars  is 
war  stock,  five  millions  in  specie,  and  eight  mil- 
lions in  Treasury  notes;  and  that  sobscriptions 
shall  be  opened  in  Boston,  Baltimore,  New  loA, 
Philadelphia,  Richmond,  Charleston,  and  Pitts- 
burg. The  committee  had  recommended  to  re- 
duce the  proportion  subscribable  by  individoab 
to  thirty-five  millions,  of  which  twentf  to  be  in 
public  stock,  Ave  in  specie,  and  ten  in  Treasury 
notes.  The  details  of  the  bill  being  neari/  the 
same  as  those  of  the  bill  origioai/y  reported  in 
this  House,  were  not  proposed  to  be  changed,  ex- 
cept that  the  committee  had  recommended  that 
books  of  subscription  should  be  opened  at  one 
place  in  every  State,  in  conformity  with  whit 
appeared  to  be  the  sentiment  of  the  House  when 
the  bill  was  before  under  consideration. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  the  bill  were  separately 
considered,  and  agreed  to  by  a  oonsidefmole  ma- 
jority. 

The  Committee  prt>ceeded  in  fnrther  considera- 
tion of  the  bill — rose,  after  4  o'clock,  reported 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Satueday,  December  S4. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  23d  ultimo,  the  report  of  lie 
Secretary  or  War.  relating  to  an  uniform  system 
of  discipline  for  the  Army  of  the  United  Stsres, 
reported  the  following  resolution : 

RiMohedj  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
appoint  a  Board  of  Officers,  to  modify  *'  the  ndn  and 
regulstions  for  the  field  exercise  and  manoentiesof  the 
French  Infantry,"  as  traudated  by  M^^y4ffMy,  n  as 
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to  make  them  conrwpoad  with  the  (Mguiiiation  of  the 
Anny  of  the  United  States,  and  to  make  each  addi- 
tions and  Tetrenchments  as  maybe  thought  proper; 
and  to  lay  the  same,  as  soon  as  possible,  befere  this 
House. 

The  resolution  was  re^d,  and  agreed  to. 
The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  lo  the 
^ill  "giving  farther  time  to  locate  certain  claims 

0  lands  confirmed  by  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
^An  act  confirming  certain  claims  to  lands  in  the 
District  of  Vincennes,"  were  read,  and  concnrred 
n  by  the  House. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  the 
Bouse  agcin  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

The  whole  of  the  day  was  consumed  in  the 

1  jscassion  of  the  details  and  propositions  to  amend 
his  bill,  without  giving  birth  to  any  material 
imendments. 

The  amendments  made  in  the  Committee  were 
'eported  to  the  House,  and  agreed  to,  before  the 
louse  adjourned. 

As  amended,  the  bill  exhibits  the  following 
eatures,  viz: 

The  capital  to  consist  of  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
arSf  divided  into  shares  of  five  hundred  dollars 
•ach;  subscribable  and  payable  as  follows:  by 
he  Government,  in  stock  to  bear  an  interest  of 
bur  per  cent,  per  annum ;  fifteen  millions,  by 
ndividuals;  the  remaining  thirtjr-five  millions, 
)ayable  as  follows,  viz:  five  millions  in  specie, 
en  millions  in  Treasury  notes,  and  twenty  mill- 
ons  in  what  is  usually  called  the  war  stock.  The 
Mink  to  commence  its  dperations  so  soon  as  eleven 
nillion  Gve  hundred  thousand  dollars  are  paid  in. 
n  the  proportions  before  mentioned,  of  specie, 
Treasury  notes  and  stock. 

Other  amendments  were  proposed  to  the  bill  i 
vhen  the  House  adjourned,  without  uking  a 
luestion  on  the  bilPs  going  to  a  third  read- 

Mod  DAT,  December  30. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  managers  appointed  by 
his  House  to  attend  a  conference  with  the  man- 
igrers  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  disagree- 
Dg  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments 
iroposed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
mU  from  the  Senate  "^  to  authorize  the  President 
if  the  United  States  to  call  upon  the  several 
States  and  Territories  thereof  for  their  respective 
|Uotas  of  eighty  thousand  militia,  for  the  aefence 
if  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  against  in- 
'asion,"  made  a  report  *,  which  was  read,  and  or* 
lered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MATTHEW  GUy. 

Mr.  lNGBR80LL,of  Pennsylvania,  rose  to  make 
,  motion.  He  said  there  was  now  an  individual 
Q  this  town,  by  the  name  of  Matthew  Guy,  a 
tatlve  of  the  town  of  Dumfries,  who,  by  an  ex- 
raordinary  act  of  hravery  and  heroism,  had  him- 


self captored  a  British  officer  and  four  British 
seamen.  He  was  in  an  ouster  boat  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Chippewanzie,  into  which  he  was 
pursued  by  a  British  vessel;  aod.  after  he  got 
into  the  creek,  a  barge  was  sent  after  him  with  a 
midshipman  and  four  men.  This  individual,  find- 
ing he  must  be  overtaken,  went  ashore  in  a  small 
skifil  and  concealed  himself  on  the  margin  of  the 
creek  with  his  duck-^run,  directing  a  mulatto  man 
who  was  the  only  person  in  company  with  him. 
to  pursue  his  way  up  the  creek.  The  mulatto 
man  accordingly  steered  up  the  creek,  under  a 
sharp  fire  from  the  barge  which  was  in  pursuit. 
When  the  barge  passed  within  a  convenient  dis- 
tance, Mr.  Guy  discharged  his  gun  with  such 
steady  aim  at  it.  as  to  woond  four  of  the. five 
men  on  board,  who  immediately  cried  for  quar- 
ter; which  being  readily  granted,  thef  pushed 
ashore  while  Goy  was  loading  his  gun  a  seoood 
time.  On  finding  the  inferiority  of  force  to  which 
they  had  sarrendered  their  arms,  the  prisoners 
were  disposed  to  attempt  a  rescue ;  but  their  cap- 
tor presented  his  piece  a  second  time  at  them^  and 
they  deemed  it  proper  to  submit,  the  officer  and 
three  others  being  already  wounded.  The  brave 
man  who  performed  this  exploit,  delivered  his 

Kisoners  up  to  the  militia  in  St.  Mary's  county, 
'  whom  they  had  been  brought  to  the  city. 
l^hough  this  case  did  not  come  within  the  letter, 
he  said  it  certainly  did  within  the  equity  of  the 
law,  which  allows  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars on  every  prisoner  taken  by  privateers ;  be- 
cause this  individual  bad  redeemed  from  captivity 
one  of  our  naval  officers  and  four  of  our  seamen 
by  obtaining  the  means  of  their  exchange ;  which 
was  the  principle  on  which  the  act  in  question 
was  passed.  He  was  desirous  to  extend  the  pro- 
vision of  that  bill  to  this  individual;  and  there- 
fore moved  the  following  resolution : 

lUiohedt  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instmcted  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
a  bounty  to  Matthew  Gay,  for  five  English  prisoners 
captnred  by  him. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  **  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  of  America  f  and  the  amend- 
menu  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  the  said  bill  being  again  read,  were  amended, 
and  severally  concurred  in  by  the  House,  except 
the  amendment  which  goes  to  add  a  new  section 
to  the  bill. 

The  said  section  was  further  amended. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  coocnr  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the  said  new 
section,  which  is  as  follows : 

8bc.  U.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted.  That  it  shall 
at  ail  times  be  lawful  for  a  committee  of  either  Hoose 
of  Congress,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  the 
books,  and  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  cor- 
poration hereby  created ;  and  to  report  whether  the 
provisions  of  this  chsrler  have  been  by  the  same  vio- 
lated or  not.    And  whenever  any  committee,  aa  afim- 
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Mid,  ibftU  find  and  report,  or  the  Preeideiit  of  the 
United  States  ehall  have  reeaon  to  believe,  that  the 
chuter  has  been  Tiolated.  it  may  be  lawful  finr  Con- 
greaa  to  direct,  or  the  Preaident  to  order,  a  9QTtfaida» 
to  be  sued  out  of  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of  I 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  name  of  the  United  Sutes,  (which 
■hall  be  executed  upon  the  Preaident  of  the  corpora- 
tion for  the  time  beings  at  least  fifteen  days  before  the 
commencement  of  the  term  of  said  court,)  calling  on 
the  said  corporation  to  show  cause  wherefore  the  char- 
ter hereby  granted  shall  not  be  declared  forfeited :  And 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  court,  upon  the  return  of 
the  said  tdrtfadaM,  to  examine  into  the  truth  of  the 
alleged  Tiolation,  and  if  such  Tiolation  be  made  appear, 
then  to  pronounce  and  adjudge  that  the  said  charter 
is  forfeited  and  annulled :  Frtmded,  however^  EToiy 
issue  of  fact  which  may  be  joined  between  the  United 
States  and  the  corporation  aforeaaid,  ^all  be  tried  by 
jury.  And  it  ahaU  be  lawful  for  the  court  aforesaid  to 
require  the  production  of  such  of  the  books  of  the  coi^ 
poration  as  it  may  deem  necoasary  for  the  ascertain- 
ment of  the  controverted  fiicta,  and  the  final  judgment 
of  the  circuit  court  aforeaaid  shall  be  examinable  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Statea  by  writ  of  error, 
and  may  be  there  revened  or  affirmed,  according  to  the 
iiaagea  of  law. 

The  ooDcurrence  of  the  Houae  in  this  araend- 
ment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Ingham  of  Pennsyi- 
vaoia,  Mr.  Fobstth  of  Gkorgia,  and  Mr.  Haw- 
KiKS,  of  Kentucky ;  aud  supported  by  Mr.  Gab- 
ton  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Shbffby  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  Oaklet  of  New  York ;  and  opposed  and 
advocated  by  other  geotlemen. 

The  question  on  coocorreoce  therein  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative. — For  concurrence  95, 
against  it  36,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Bard,  Bayliea  of  Maasaehuaetts,  Bay- 
ly of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
fireckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Clop- 
ton,  Coooer,  Cox,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Davenport, 
Davia  of  Massachusetts,  Desha,  Earl,  Ely,  Evans, Par- 
row,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston, 
Gholson,  Gourdin,  Hale,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Hawea, 
Henderson,  Humphreys,  Hulbert,  Irving,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kiiboum,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Law,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Macon,  Mar^ 
kell,  McKee,  McLean,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moseley, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pidcering, 
Pleasanta,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich, 
RistBold,  Robertaon,  Rugglea,  Schureraan,  Seybert, 
Sharp, 8heff^,8herwood,Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Taggart,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Voae,  Ward  of  Maasachuaetta,  Ward  of 
Now  Jersey,  Wheaton,  White,  Wiloox,  Wilaon  of 
Maasachuaetta,  and  Yancer. 

Natb — Meaars.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bines, 
Brown,  Comstock,  Conard,  Creighton,  Cuthbert,  Da- 
na, Davia  of  Pa.,  Findley,  Forqrth,  Griffin,  Hawkina, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, King  of  Maasachusetts,  Lefferts,  Lyie,  McCoy, 
Moore,  Murfree,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Sage,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Telfair,  Udree,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


TDS0DAT,  December  27. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  repre- 
seotatioo  from  James  Monroe,  acting  Secretary 
of  State ;  Alexander  J.  Dallaa,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  Richard  Ruah,  Attorney  Gener^j 
Commissionera  appointed  by  the  act  ''providing' 
for  the  todemnincation  of  certain  claimants   of 
public  lands  io  the  Miaaiasippi  Territory,"  com- 
monly called  the  Yazoo  claims,  pasaed  on  the 
Slst  of  March,  1814,  repreaentins:'  their  inability, 
owin^  to  the  multiplied  and  laborious  duties 
which  demand  their  attention  in  their  respective 
departments,  to  discharge  the  doties  enjoined 
upon  them  by  the  said  act,  and  suggesting  the 
propriety  of  appointing  other  CommisaioDers  to 
execute  the  provisions  of  the  act,  whose  atteo- 
tion  shall  not  be  engroaaed  by  other  public  dnties. 
The  aaid  representation  waa  read,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Oaklet,  Lownbeb,  and    Batlies,  of 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  regulating  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain reserved  sections  of  land  in  the  State  o( 
Ohio ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  nexc 

Mr.  McKee  also  reported  a  bill  attaching  to 
the  Canton  district,  m  the  State  of  Ohio,  the 
tract  of  land  lyiag  between  the  foot  of  the  rapids 
of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  Connecticut 
Western  Reserve;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
tbe  bill  last  mentioned. 

MILITIA  DRAUGHTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  of  Gkorgia,  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  call  into  service 
eighty  thousand  militia  for  the  defence  o£  the 
frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

The  first  proposition  of  the  committee  relates 
to  the  term  of  service  of  the  militia,  and  pro- 
poses that  a  compromise  between  tbe  two  Houses 
shall  take  place,  the  Seaate  receding  six  months 
and  the  House  adranciog  six  months  in  the  ser- 
vice, so  as  to  fix  it  at  eighteen  months. 

Mr.  Troup  explained  that  this  report  was  the 
result  of  compromise  between  the  two  Houses ; 
and  Mr.  Stockton  stated  that,  though  he  had 
consented,  as  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
conference,  to  the  report  being  made;  he  was  op- 
posed to  it,  as  was  a  majority  of  the  conference 
committee  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Farrow  made  a  short  s|>eech  in  opposition 
to  the  report,  the  object  of  which  was  to  explain 
tbe  reason  why  he,  who  had  voted  ia  favor  of 
the  bill,  should  now  vote  agaiaat  this  report ;  it 
was,  because  he  considered  the  militia  character 
of  the  bill  to  be  changed,  and  that,  as  proposed 
to  be  amended,  it  would  possess  the  conscriptive 
character.  He  made  a  number  of  observauons, 
principally  drawn  from  our  history,  to  shov  that 
the  militia  were,  and  always  woald  be^  ooder 
proper  officers,  an  efieetive  force. 

The  question,  on  agreeing  to  this  part  of  the 
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-eport,  was  decided— for  concarrence  64,  against 
t  73,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bard,  Barnett,  Binee,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Cal- 
loan,  Cbappell,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Denoyelles,  Dayall,  Esrie,  Evans, 
^indley,  Foraej,  Forsyth,  Glasgow,  Goardin,  Griffin, 
lall,  HasbroQck,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Hompbreys,  In- 
ersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kifbonrn, 
Cing  of  Noith  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lyle,  Markell,  Mo* 
Lee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Mnrfree,  Nelson, Newton, 
)rmsby,  Parker,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
f  Tennessee,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Penn- 
ylvania.  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Troup,  Udree, 
VilUams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Baylies  of  Massachn* 
etts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Caper- 
on,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper, 
jOX,  Calpeper,  Cnthbert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
tfassachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Ely, 
i'arrow,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
vhoison.  Hale,  Harris,  Henderson,  Howell,  Jackson  of 
Ibode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent 
if  Maryland,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law.  Lovett, 
^wndes,  Macon,  Markell,  McCoy,  Miller,  Moore,  Mose. 
By,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
Villiam  Reed,  Rich,  Rnggles,  Schnreman,  Seybert, 
)hefiey,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New 
fork.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Starges, 
Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Vebster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of 
Aassaehosetts. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur  in  extending 
he  term  of  service  from  twelve  to  eighteen 
noDths. 

The  second  proposition  of  the  committee  of 
tonference  is,  that  the  House  shall  recede  from 
in  amendmeot,  the  object  of  which  is  to  author- 
ze  the  Executive,  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  of 
he  Governors  of  the  States  to  execute  the  pro- 
risions  of  the  law,  to  call  directly  on  the  militia 
ifficers  of  the  States  to  carry  them  into  effect. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  proposition,  an 
nteresting  debate  of  considerable  leneth  took 
)lace,  in  the  course  of  which,  it  was  advocated 
>v  Messrs.  Taoap.  Stockton]  Pickkbino,  Kino 
ir  Massachusetts,  Sbipberd,  and  Wbbbtbs  ;  and 
ipposed  by  Messrs.  Robbbtson,  Hawkins,  For- 
syth, Gholson,  Citthbbbt,  and  Fisk  of  Ver* 
nont. 

The  discussion  ended  in  the  refusal  of  the 
Eloase  to  asree  to  the  proposition  of  tbecommit- 
,ee  of  conference  by  the  following  vote : — For 
igreeing  to  it  69,  against  it  80. 

YxAs — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Daperton,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Coop- 
»r.  Cox,  Calpeper,  Darenport,  Davis  of  Massachosetts, 
Biy,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Hale,  Henderson,  How* 
i\U  Hnlbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New 
ITork,  King  of  Massachnaetta,  King  «if  North  Carolina, 
Law,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  Mont- 
lomerjf  Moore,  Moseley,  OaUey,  PearMo,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Rag« 
^es,  Schnreman,  Sheffcy,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slay- 
maker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Star* 
Ses,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Troup,  Vose,  Wasd 
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of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massaehasetts, 
and  Winter— 69. 

NATSp^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar^ 
cher.  Bard,  Barnett,  Binea,  Bowen,  Brown,  CaldweU, 
Calhonn,  Cbappell,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Con- 
ard, Crawford,  Creighton,  Cnthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pa«, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Davall,  Earle,  Evans  Findley,  Fisk 
of  Verm't,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Ghokon,  GUsgow,  Gour* 
din,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbroock,  Hawes,  Hawkina, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Inger* 
soil,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  KiUioam,  Lefferta, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLean,  Mnrfiree,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleassnts,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Udree,  WO- 
liama,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey — 80. 

The  House  then  agreed  to  the  other  proposi* 
tioosof  the  committee  of  conference ;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tboup,  the  House  resolved 
to  imist  on  the  amendments  from  which  it  had 
just  refused  to  recede;  and  a  message  was  sent 
to  the  Senate  to  acquaint  them  of  this  determi- 
nation. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  iocorjporate  the  subscribers  to  the  pank 
of  the  United  states  of  America. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Halb  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  thirteeuth  section  of 
the  bill,  which  authorizes  occasional  suspension 
of  payments  in  specie  by  the  bank:  Whereupon, 

Mr.  iNOfiRSOLL,  of  Pennsylvania,  required  the 
previous  question,  which  precludes  all  further 
debate  or  amendment  of  the  bill.  This  call  being 
duly  sustained,  the  previous  question  was  taken, 
and  decided— for  taking  the  main  qu^tion  72, 
against  taking  it  70. 

TxAS — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bines,  Brown,  CaldweU, 
Cannon,  Chappeli,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Con- 
ard, Creighton,  Cnthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Denoyelles,  Evans,  Findk^,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Poniey,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hnbbard,  Hnnwhreys, 
IngerMll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  &entof 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kenhaw,  Kilbourn,  King  of  North 
Caiolina,  Leflerts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  MeLean» 
Moore,  Murfree,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pleasants^ 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rieh,  Ring- 
gold, Sage,  S^bert,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania^ 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Taybr,  Tel&ir,  Troop^ 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jeney,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Tancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massaehusetts,  Bigelow, 
Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Calhoun, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford, 
Culpeper.  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Maasa.,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Ely,  Farrow,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Hale,  Has- 
broock, Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hulbert, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent 
of  New  York,  King  of  MassachusetU,  Law,  Lovett, 
Macon,  MarkeU,  McKwv  Miller,  Montgomery,  Mose- 
ley, Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John 
Reed,  WUUam  Reed,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Schnreman, 
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Bliuii,6heff«3r,8herwood,  ShiplurdySkjfswker,  Smidi 
Bf  mw  York,  BUnSotAy  SioektoB,  TkMnpmi,  Vom, 
Wwd  of  MaMaehoMtto,  Webfter,  Wtrnton*  While, 
Wilcox»  WilMn  of  Maiwiiihnattte,  and  Winter. 

The  previous  question  haring^  thus  been  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — a  motion  was  made  to 
lay  the  bill  and  amendments  on  the  table. 

The  Chair  decided  (Mr.  Macon,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Mr.  Cbeves,  occupyioff  the  Chair)  that 
the  motion  was  not  jo  order,  loasmach  «s  the 
House  having  decided  thai  the  main  question 
shall  be  now  pat.  no  other  motion  can  ohtain,  un- 
less a  motion  to  adjootn. 

An  appeal  was  taken  f  root  this  deeision  of  the 
Chair ;  which,  after  some  debate,  was  confirmed 
by  y«M  and  nays,  by  the  following  vote:  In  &vor 
of  the  Chair  108,  against  it  36. 

Mr.  Oabton,  of  North  Oarolina,  then  toek  an 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  (Mr.  Macon 
still  occupying  it,)  that  the  tfiotfi  qwftion  was, 
that  the  bill  should  pass  to  a  third  reading.  He 
contended  that  the  main  question  was,  that  on 
the  amendment  under  discussion  when  the  prc- 
Tious  question  was  called. 

iThe  question  has,  more  than  once,  been  de- 
ed in  the  same  manner  by  the  present  and  late 
Speaker,  and  affirmed  with  much  solemnityj 

After  some  debate,  the  decisioo  of  the  CShair 
wa^ affirmed  by  the  following  vote:  In  favor  of 
the  decision  91,  against  it  52. 

The  main  question,  viz :  Shall  the  amendments 
he  engrossed,  and,  together  with  the  hill,  be  read 
a  third  time  ?  was  then  put,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Msotts.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar^ 
cher,  Avery,  Bsrd,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bradley,  Brown, 
CsidweU,  Calboan,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clen- 
dentn,  Comstock,  Gonard,  Creighton,  Cothbert,  Dana, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Duvall,  Earle,  Far^ 
row,  Findley,  Fuk  of  New  Yoik,  Forney,  Fonjth, 
Oourdin,  Griffin*  HarrtSy  HaabiOQck,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbaffd,  IngersoU,  Inghao» 
Irving»  Irwin,  Kent  of  Marykod,  Kerr,  Kerahaw,  Ktt- 
honm,  King  of  North  OaroUnaf  Le&ite,  Lowndss, 
Lyla,  McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Mont^Mseiy,  Moon, 
Mttrfrae,  Nelson,  Onnaby,  Paiker,  Plokffiia,  Plsiw»n», 
Bea  of  Pennvl**ni^  Rhea  of  Teanesaee,  Htch,  Biif- 
geld,  Robertson,  8i«e>  Sevier,  8haip,  Skinner,  Iteith 
^fPenniylvania,  Smith  of  Yiigiaia,  Btroi«,  Taawobill, 
Ta^kir.  TelAir,  Udffee,  Wm4  of  New  Jeney,  WiUiHus, 
WUsoo  of  Pennsylvania*-  and  YMUBpy<*«61. 

Navs«— Messrs.  Bai^yes  of  Ma«iadinsetts»  Bigekiw, 
Bowen,  Boyd,  Bndbury,  Biigbam,  fiiailer,  C^mteii, 
Champion,  CiUey,  Cloplon*  Cooper»  Cox,  Cnnrfeid, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  MaasacbuseMs,  Desha,  Ely,  Evans, 
Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Hale,  Hall,  Hendecaon, 
Hnag^reys*  iaekeon  of  Rhode  klaod,  Johsuon  of  Yur* 
giaiat  Kennedy,  King  of  Masaaohuaatti^Ifaw,  Loviatt, 
Maoon,  Markell,  Miller,  Meaeley,  Newton,  Oakl^, 
Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  Mm  Reed,  Wil* 
liam  Reed,  Buggies,  Schnreman.  Seybert,  Sbeffey, 
Sherwood,  Shipberd,  SUymeker,  Stanford,  Btoeklon, 
Thompson,  Yoae,  Ward  of  Maesacfausetts,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Mamabusetts, 
and  Winter — 62. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to*morrow ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


WsMmnAT,  December  28. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pickens,  the  Coinmirte< 
on  Military  Affiiirs  were  instructed  to  inqaire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  a  change  in  tht 
organization  of  the  corps  of  artillery  and  eo^i< 
neers,  which  may  allow  the  officen  thereof  to  be 
placed  on  a  oiore  favoxable  footing  in  regard  to 
promotion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EiLAonav, 

Eemdved,  That  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Bevisal  and  Unfinished  Bnaiaesa, 
made  to  this  House  on  the  Sih  iiltinio^  and  aow 
lying  upon  theMble,  as  xelat«s  iotba  *^bUL€M- 
the  more  effectual  defence  of  the  iforihwcsit- 
era  iroAtier,"  he  Mfet red  H>  a  jsek«t  ^ooftaiittse, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwiee. 

Mr.  KuLBOoait,  Mr.  BIcKbb,  Mr«  Cvtsbmt. 
Mr.  HaffffgRaoM,  Mr.  Wii^eox,  Mr.  KsmiaBT, 
aod  Mr.  Paksbb,  wereappoiaied  tbe-ceenflaittee. 

The  biti  from  the  Senate,  "^  for  tbe  relief  of 
John  C.  Hortburt,  of  Chatham,  in  tfae  8taie  of 
Connecticut,*  was  read  ^e  thud  time,  ai^ 
passed. 

Mr.  Tancet,  ol  IVortfa  CareUna,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Benjamin  WelU,  and  others.  The  case 
of  these  persons  is  that  of  peraoas  wbo  snflEercd 
injury  in  tiieir  property  and  persons  iji  the  vear 
1794,  and  who  pray  remoaeffation  tlnettfor.  The 
report  was  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  recommending  the 
authorizmg  of  legal  provision  for  the  adjustment 
of  their  accounts.  The  report  haTing  been  read— 

Mr.  Yanobt,  of  North  Carolina,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Wells  and  oibf rs ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Whole.  * 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  bill  to  incorpomte  the  sobseribers  to  the 
Baitk  of  the  United  States  of  America,  was  an- 
nouneed  for  its  third  readiag. 

Mr.  GaaTOM,  of  North  Cuoliaa,  moved  to 
recommit  tiie  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  with  instraotiens  to  report  an  amend- 
ment thereto,  aothorixing  the  twenty  millioas  of 
dollars  (therein  dinctad  to  he  paid  in  gold  or  sil- 
ver coin,  or  in  public  stock  created  aiacc  the  de- 
claration of  war)  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver  coia, 
or  in  any  puUio  debt  contracted  orio  be  contract- 
ed, which  shall  at  the  time  of  aobeeription  bear 
an  accruing  interest  of  six  per  cent. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Sa4BP,<lf  EfiAtacky,Mr. 
GijsTON  included  in  his  mouoa  the  foUowiog 
further  instruction  to  the  committee :  '*And  that 
^  the  said  committee  be  ako  iastrmcied  to  extend 

*  the  time  Cor  openifig  ^uhaoripuoiiB  at  New  Or- 

*  leans,  Naabvilk,  L^xiogtoo,  and  ChHicothe, 
^  (^e  tine  fixed  in  the  bill  being  the  third  Moa- 
'  day  in  January )-<-and  to  strike  oat  ao  much  sf 

*  the  18th  fundamental  rule  as  directs  that  all 

*  specie  payments  daring  the  present  war  ahall  be 

*  made  at  Philadelphia." 

The  motion  for  the  recommitment  gtrr  rise 
to  a  long  and  animated  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
Gaston,  Oaklxy,  Sbeffxy,    Sbarp,  McKxb, 
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Ktif«  of  ilaasaebosetts,  and  PiosEaiiMi,  suppof  c- 
jed  the  BiotioQ ;  Aod  Mcbsib.  IvomAM,  Hopkibb, 
F18K  of  VBrfflont,  and  PoasTTH,  opposed  it. 

The  debate  turned  priDcipaUjr  00  the  qoeatioQ 
of  the  expediency  of  reetrieting  the  privilege  of 
subscription  to  the  bank  to  such  stock  of  the 
[Jnited  States,  now  in  existence,  as  has  been  cre- 
ated since  the  war,  and  excluding  all  stock  pre- 
riousiy  existing^  and  which  ma^  be  hereafter 
created.  Interwoven  with  this  discussion,  were 
some  remarks  on  both  sides,  on  the  general  ques- 
lion  of  establishing  such  a  bank  as  that  proposed 
t)y  the  bill,  and  particularly  on  the  celerity  with 
which  the  minority  ailegad  it  had  been  poshed 
Lhrough  i\ix  House. 

The  i-ecpmmitment  was  aUo  advocated  J>y 
9De  or  two  g^ilecoen  fritndly  to  the  prtociple  of 
the  bill,  00  oilier  grpuads  4han  that  aiboye  slated ; 
the  priacifmlof  which  was,  a  desire  to  extend  the 
time  for  opening  the  sttbscriptton3  at  distant 
places,  for  which  it  was  argued  that  moch  loo 
ihort  a  lime  was  now  allowod  by  the  ML 

The  question,  on  recommitment  of  the  bill, 
iras  decided  by  yaas  and  naya^^for  recommit- 
aent  79,  against  it  76,  as  follows : 

YxAs — ^Biesarf.  Bard,  Baylies  of  Massachnsetls, 
Sayly  of  Viiginisv  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbniy, 
Srsckooiidge,  Brigfaam,  Caperton,  Celhoim,  Canmm, 
:ihampion,  Cilley,  Giopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cnnrfivd, 
>alp«Mr,  Davenporty  Pavis  of  JMassachosetts,  Desha, 
Sly,  Evans,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Oeddes,  Qlsagow,  Goor^ 
tin,  Hale,  Harris,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hul- 
»ert,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kemisdv,Kent 
if  New  York,  Law,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  McKae, 
iliUer,  Moutgomeiy,  Moaeley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pick- 
.ring,  Pitkm,  Potter,  John  Heed,  WiUiam  Reed,  Rob- 
srtsony  Raggles,  Schureman,  Sharp,  Shefley,  Sher- 
rood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Staart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thomp- 
on,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
ey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
lassaehasetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — ^Measrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar« 
iher,  Avery,  Baraett,  Bines,  Bradl^,  Brown  Batler, 
3^dwel],  Chappel,  Clark,  Clendemn,  ComsCock,  Con- 
ird,  Cteighton,  Cutbhert,  Dane,  Davis  of  Pennsylva- 
lia,  DenoyeUes,  DnvaU,  Bade,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
Bont,  Fiok  of  New  Yoric,  Forney,  Fourth,  Fraofclint 
vholaon.  Griffin,  Hasbrouek,  ilawkiB%  Hopkiaa  of 
lealuciv,  Hubbard,  Homphasys,  IngersoU,  Ingham, 
rving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  MaryUnd,  Kerr, 
Cershaw,  Kilbonrn,  King  of  North  Caroliiia,  Lafisrts, 
^wndes,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,  Mnifiree, 
kelson,  Newton,  Onnsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasanta, 
tea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring- 
;old,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Penn- 
ylvania.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
ind  Yancey. 

TBt^RSDAT,  December  29. 

Mr.  SBYBnaT  presented  a  petition  of  the  repre- 
entatives  of  the  religious  society  of  friends 
Q^uakers)  in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Dela- 
irare,  and  parts  adjacent,  praying  that  members 
»f  their  society  may  be  exempt  from  military  duty, 
md  that  the  Natioaal  Lc^ialature  will  coaseat, 


by  a  solemn  act,  to  tha  rights  of  coofcianee.— 
Ileferred  to  tha  Committaa  on  Military  Afiatrs. 
A  measage  from  the  Senate  Informed  iha  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  hill  **  to  provide 
additional  revenuea  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  Uie  public  credit, 
by  laving  duties  on  varioosgoMs,  wares,  and  mer« 
chanaise,  manufactured  within  the  United  States,'' 
wiih  amendments.  The  Senate  have  also  passed 
a  bill  ^  to  provide  for  leasing  certain  lands  re* 
served  for  the  support  of  schools  in  the  Missie- 
sippi  Territory ;"  in  which  amendments  and  bill 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The 
Senate  have  also  resolved  that,  a  committee  of 
three  members  be  aj>pointed,  who,  jointly  with 
such  committee  as  tha  House  of  Repreaentativ cs 
may  appoint,  shall  be  a  committee  to  inauire  into 
the  expenses  of  stationery,  printing,  and  bindin|^ 
for  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  into  the  expe* 
diency  of  establishing  permanent  rules  for  regu- 
iatinff  and  conducting  the  printing  and  binding, 
and  lor  the  supply  of  stationery  for  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives;  and  Mr.  DAooarr, 
Mr.  FaoMavTiN,  and  Mr.  Moaaow,  have  heen  ap- 
pointed the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  AacBEB,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  for 
amendment  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorpo- 
rate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  reported  three  amendments 
thereto,  in  conformity  to  the  instructions  of  the 
House. 

The  first  amendment  proposes  to  substitute  the 
second  Monday  in  February  for  the  third  Mon- 
day in  January,  as  the  day  on  which  the  books 
of  subscription  to  the  bank  shall  be  opened.-— 
Agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  proposes  to  strike  out 
so  much  of  the  bill  as  describes  the  (war)  stock 
which  shall  be  subscribable  to  the  bank,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  to  insert  ^  any  public  debt  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  contracted,  or  to  be  contracted,  which 
at  the  time  of  payment  shall  bear  an  accruing  in- 
terest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum." 

After  a  lew  words  from  Mr.  QAaTON  and  Mr* 
Oaki^Ti  expressive  of  a  hope  that  this  amend- 
ment would  pass,  and  from  Mr.  Inqbam  and  Mr. 
Desba  to  the  contrary,  the  question  on  this 
amendment  was  decided  without  debate^For 
the  amendment  72,  against  it  73,  as  follows : 

YaAS— Msasn.  Baylies  of  Masaachoaetts,  Bayly  of 
ViigiBia,  Bigeki|r,  Bowan,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bracken* 
ridge,  Brigbam,  Calhoon,  Champion,  Cill^»  Clark, 
Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
Massachasetts,  Ely,  Oaston,  Geddes,  Olssgow,  Hale, 
Henderson,  Howell,  Hamphieys,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  Massaohnsetta, 
Law,  Lovett,  Macon,  MadLeU,  McKee,  Miller,  Mont- 
gomeiy,  Moselqr,  Oakl^,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Rngglea. 
Schureman,  Sharp,  Sheffev,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slay- 
maker,  Smith  of  New  York,  SUnfoid,  Stockton,  Stuart, 
Staiges,  Taggart,  Thompaon,  Yose»  Ward  of  Maam- 
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choaetta,  Ward  of  New  Jeraej,  Webator,  Whealon, 
White,  Wilcox,  Wilaon  of  Maaaachnaetta,  and  Winter. 
NAva — ^Meaira.  Alexander,  Alaton,  Andeiaon,  Ar- 
cher, Averj,  Bard,  Baraett,  Binea,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Butler,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clendenin,  Com- 
atock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Craighton,  Cnthhert,  Dana, 
Davia  of  PennayWania,  Denoyellaa,  Deaha,  DovaJl, 
Evana,  Fanow,  Ftndlej,  Fiak  of  Vermont,  Fiak  of 
New  York,  Forney,  Foriyth,  Franklin,  Gbolaon,  Giif- 
fin,  Harria,  Hasbroack,  Hawea,  Hawkina,  Hofikina  of 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  TngeraoU,  Ingbam,  Irwin,  Kerr, 
Kerabaw,  Kilboum,  Leflerta,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLean, 
Moora,  Murfree,  Nelaon,  Newton,  Ormaby,  Parker, 
Pleaaanta^  Rea  of  PennayWania,  Rbea  of  TenneeMe, 
Ringgold,  Robertion,  Sage,  Smith  of  PennayWania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tioup, 
Udree,  Williama,  Wilaon  of  Pennaylrania,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  refused  to  accept  this  ameod- 
ment. 

The  other  ameadmeot  proposea  (o  strike  out 
that  part  of  one  of  the  fundamental  rules  which 
restricts  the  pavment  of  the  notes  in  specie  to  such 
as  are  presented  at  the  principal  bank. 

The  adoption  of  this  amendment  was  oppo5ed 
by  Mr.  Abcbbr,  Mr.  Forsttb,  Mr.  Inqbam,  Mr. 
Hawkins,  and  others,  on  the  ground,  generally, 
that  the  provision  would  not  in  fact  be  effectual, 
because  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  bank, 
notwithstanding  such  provision,  to  issue  notes 
payable  at  the  principal  bank ;  but,  if  it  would  be 
operative,  its  effect  would  be  injurious  in  the 
highest  degree,  inasmuch  as  it  would,  in  a  very 
few  days  after  the  bank  commenced  operation, 
compel  it  to  cease  payment  in  specie,  owing  to  its 
liability  to  pay  it  at  so  many  points,  and  tbeereat 
demand  for  specie  now  existing,  and  likely  to 
continue  during  the  war,  to  the  end  of  which  this 
proposition  was  limited. 

The  amendment  was  supported  by  Mr.  Sbarp, 
and  Mr.  Oaklet,  of  New  York,  and  others,  on 
the  ground,  principally,  that  it  would  be  infinitely 
better  that  the  notes  should  bear  on  their  face 
their  actual  value  and  place  of  payment,  than 
that  they  should  purport  to  be  payable  at  places 
at  which  in  fact  they  would  not  be  payable  in 
specie.  If  made  payable  at  Philadelphia  only, 
the  persons  receiving  the  paper  woula  know  its 
real  value,  and  not  under  a  deceptive  aspect  of 
being  payable  at  any  of  the  branches,  where  in 
fact  no  payment  in  specie  was  to  be  made,  dbc. 
It  was  also  objected  to  the  bill,  as  it  now  stands, 
that  it  would  drain  all  the  specie  in  the  country 
to  accumulate  it  at  Philadelphia. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  resulted  by 
jreas  and  nays— For  the  amendm^t  76,  against 
It  75,  as  follows: 

Ybas — ^Messrs.  Bard,Baylias  of  Maaaachnaetti,  Bay- 
hr,  of  Vifginia,  BIgelow,  Bowan,  Bovd,  Bradbnry, 
Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Batler,  Caperton, 
Calhoan,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Crawford,  Calpeper,  Davenport,  Davia  of  Maaaachn- 
aetta, Desha,  Earle,  Ely,  Farrow,  Oaaton,  Oeddea, 
Glaagow,  Hale,  Hall,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hamphreya, 
Hulbert,  Jackaon  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Maaaachnaetta, 
Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  Moaeley, 
Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 


William  Reed,  Rogglea,  Schnieman,  8ha>^  Sbeffsy, 
Sherwood,  (fhipheid,  haymaker.  Smith  of  Ifew  Tori, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stockton,  SCnort,  SCargea, 
Taggart.  Thompaon,  Voae,  Ward  of  Maaaadwoetla, 
Ward  of  New  Jeney,  Webator,  Wheaton,  Whiter  Wil- 
cox,  and  Wilaon  of  Maaaacfaaaalta. 

NAVa — Meaaia.  Alexander,  Alaton,  AadcnoB,  Ar- 
cher, Aveiy,  Bamett,  Binea,  Brown,  Caldwell,  CanDon, 
Chappell,  Clendenin,  Comatock,  Conaid,  Cnighton, 
Cnthbeit,  Dana,  Davia  of  Pennaylvania,  Daaeyeilea, 
Dnvall,  Evana,  Findley,  Fiak  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholaon,  Gonrdin,  Griffin,  Harna» 
Haabronck,  Hawea,  Hawkina,  Hopkina  of  Kentncky, 
Hnbbard,  Ingeraoll,  Ingham,  Irvmg,  Irwin,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Keiahaw,  Kilboom,  Kin^  of  North 
Carolina,  Leiierto,  Lyle,  Maoon,  McCoy,  McLcaa, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Mnrlree,  Nelaon,  Newton,  Orma- 
by, Parker,  Pickena,  Pleaaanta,  Rea  of  Ponaaylvmnis, 
Rhea  of  Tenftesaee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  RobertMo,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Smith  of  PenmylTania,  Stnog,  Tan- 
nehill,  Taylor,  Tel&ir,  Troop,  Udree,  WilfianM,  Wil- 
aon of  PennaylYania,  and  Yancey. 

The  SpcAKca  decided  it  in  the  affirmatiTe  by 
his  easting  vote. 

Mr.  Pahbow  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  so  much  as  describes  the  stock  to  be 
aubacribable,  and  inaerting  in  lieu  thereof  a  pro- 
vision limiting  the  privilege  of  sabacription  in 
the  stock  of  the  bank  to  such  public  debt  u  shall 
be  hereafter  contracted. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Fabbow  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  vou  have  rejected  the  old  revolu- 
tionary war  stocK,  and  on  every  principle  of  either 
consistency,  policy,  or  hooesty,yon  now  ought  to 
exclude  the  present  war  stock.  You  state  that 
the  stock  that  vou  have  excluded  was  purchased 
up  from  the  soldiery,  who  rendered  the  service  at 
the  rate  of  eight  or  ten  dollars  for  one,  and  there- 
fore the  present  holders  have  no  eqoicah/e  c/aim 
to  come  into  the  bank  with  their  stock.  The 
speculation  on  your  soldiers  was  dishonest  aoii 
dishonorable,  indeed;  and,  vhat  rendered  it  a 
little  more  infaioous  than  ordinary,  it  extended 
from  your  Congress  Hall.  Yes,  sir,  some  of  your 
honorable  members  of  that  day  were  deeply  en- 
gaged in  it ;  they  had  their  agents  out  purehasiog 
up  the  indents,  the  soldier's  claim;  and,  as  soon 
as  they  purchased  all  that  they  could  get,  they 
then  voted  for  the  claims  to  be  funded,  which 
raised  the  stock  immediately  above  par.  Let  us 
now  leave  this  disgraceful  traosaction,  after  re- 
minding you  that  it  is  a  debt  that  you  justly  owe. 
And  I  will  further  remind  you,  that  some  of  this 
stock  is  at  this  moment  in  the  bands  of  those  who 
fought  your  battles,  and  wear  the  scars  of  their 
bravery ;  some  of  It  is  in  the  hands  of  the  widow, 
whose  husband  fell  in  your  battle;  some  of  it  is 
held  by  the  minor  as  a  legacy  from  the  ancestor. 
Those  are  the  persons,  among  others,  that  yoa 
have  shut  the  door  of  your  bank  against;  wrih 
their  demands,  they  cannot  purchase  the  stock  of 
your  bank. 

If  you  will  now  indulge  me,  I  will  eramiae 
what  equitable  claim  those  creditors  hare  for 
whom  alone  you  are  about  to  establish  this  creat 
institution.    I  believe  them  to  be  honest  and  hon- 
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orable  men.  They  bftve  acted  so  with  yoo.  Yoa 
waoted  their  money ;  they  had  a  right  (o  make 
the  best  bargaia  that  they  eoald  obtain.  They 
offered  you  eighty  dollars  for  a  hundred  dollars 
of  your  stock ;  you  took  it.  Yon  stated  to  them 
the  terms  of  payment,  and  the  security  that  you 
wrould  gi7e  them;  they  accepted  of  it.  They 
have  acted  faithful  (to  themselves)  over  a  few; 
fovL  are  now  about  to  give  them  a  bank,  which 
nrili  make  them  rulers  over  many.  With  this 
l»nk,  1  fear  they  will  be  able  to  govern  the  nation 
in  their  own  way.  Those  creditors  are  entitled 
to  strict  justice  from  you,  and  nothing  more.  The 
:rue  policy  would  be  to  reject  this  class  of  credi- 
tors as  you  have  the  other  class  who  holds  the 
)ld  war  stock,  and  only  admit  the  stock  of  such 
lebts  as  will  accrue  on  subsequent  loans.  By  this 
course,  you  can  make  your  loans  on  better  terms; 
fou  can  obtain  money  at  six  per  cent.  In  this 
way  the  advantage  of  the  bank  will  be  to  the 
Grovernment,  in  luaee  of  goias  to  a  few  individ* 
jals  who  you  are  under  no  obligations  to  but  to 
soroply  with  the  contract  as  made  between  you. 
[  do  insist  that  you  ought  to  put  all  of  your  ered* 
tors  on  the  same  footing ;  either  admit  them  all 
o  come  in,  or  keep  them  all  out.  I  eall  on  every 
konorabie  member,  individually,  to  think  for  him- 
«If  OD  the  eubiect  of  this  amendment.  A  man 
naking  himself  acquainted  with  facts,  and  delib* 
irately  making  up  an  opinion,  will  nine  times  out 
>f  ten  determine  on  correct  principles;  but  when 
le  throws  himself,  soul  and  body,  upon  a  party, 
le  will  nine  times  out  of  ten  decide  wrong,  for  it 
s  but  seldom  that  correct  principles  will  answer 
mrty  purposes.  I  do  not  know  that  the  source 
roro  whence  this  plan  came  has  been  actuated 
Tom  any  but  pure  motives.  I  do  not  know  who 
hose  stockholders  are,  nor  where  they  are ;  but 
his  I  do  know,*that  a  more  profitable  project 
:ould  not  be  planned,  either  by  themselves  or  any 
Kher  person  in  their  favor,  than  what  the  bill  on 
^our  table  contemplates. 

The  principles  of  banking  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  ;  and  I  nod  that  this  Hall  is  not  a  place  to 
icquire  any  knowledge  on  the  subject,  for  those 
ivho  understand  it  best  differ  the  most*  I  am  in 
a  vor  of  a  National  Bank  either  in  a  time  of  peace 
>r  war.  And  if  the  bill  before  you  cannot  be  al- 
:ered  for  the  better,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  am  still  not 
sertain  but  what  I  will  vote  for  it.  I  am  not 
ifraid  that  it  will  be  altered  for  the  worse.  If  1 
lo  vote  lor  the  bill  in  its  present  shape,  I  shall  do 
K>  under  the  influence  of  a  hope  that  it  is  possible 
It  will  afford  some  little  relief  to  the  Government. 
[f  you  adopt  the  amendment  that  I  have  proposed, 
it  will  not  then  be  such  a  bill  as  I  would  wish  to 
tee  pass.  I  want  the  capital  reduced ;  the  specie 
capital  raised ;  the  sum  to  be  loaned  to  the  Gov- 
>roment  reduced;  and  that  the  bank  should  be 
compelled  to  pay  specie  for  their  bills  whenever 
lemanded.  I  wane  such  a  bank  as  will  wear,  at 
oast,  the  complexion  of  a  commercial  bank  on 
)aoking  principles. 

Mr.  iNGBAM  and  Mr.  FoasTTB  opposed  and 
llr.  Gabton  and  Mr.  Oaklbt  supported  the  mo- 
tion. 


Mr.  PoTTBB,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  he  wished 
tbe  motion  to  prevail,  which  would  give  the  ben- 
efit of  the  bank  to  the  nation,  instead  of  a  few 
individuals.  He  said,  if  this  was  a  question  of 
ordinary  legislation,  that  could  be  modified  or 
repealed  whenever  it  should  be  thought  expedient 
by  a  future  Congress,  he  would  have  been  satis- 
fied with  giving  a  silent  vote,  that  its  friends 
might  find  out,  from  experience,  what  its  oppo- 
sers  had  predicted.  But  when  ne  considered  if 
this  charter,  in  its  present  form,  was  granted,  that 
it  was  out  of  the  reach  of  the  Legislature  for 
twenty  years,  and  was  granting  an  exclusive 
right  to  a  particular  description  of  creditors,  to 
make  paper  money  for  the  same  time,  almost 
without  restraint  in  amount,  and  entirely  with- 
out responsibility,  he  could  not  let  it  pass  with- 
out entering  his  protest  against  it 

He  said  he  would  not  vote  for  such  a  charter, 
under  any  Administration,  at  any  time,  or  under 
any  circumstances;  but  if  this  must  be  granted, 
he  wished  the  capital,  as  far  as  it  was  to  consist 
of  paper,  to  be  made  of  new  stock  and  Treasury 
notes,  which  would  be  of  some  benefit  to  the  na- 
tion. He  said  much  time  had  been  consumed, 
the  preceding  as  well  as  on  the  present  day.  in 
discussing  and  comparing  the  merits  and  tender 
mercies  of  the  speculators,  who  purchased  up  the 
debt  of  the  Revolution,  with  those  who  hold  the 
present  war  stock.  He  said  he  believed,  if  one 
description  of  them  had  succeeded  better  than 
the  other  in  their  speculations,  it  was  more  owing 
to  their  skill  and  opportunity  than  to  any  other 
cause ;  their  disposition  to  make  the  most  of  their 
money  was  the  same. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ina- 
HAM,)  beine  himself  in  favor  of  war-aiock,  thinks 
it  strange  that  any  other  person  should  wish  to 
include  all  the  present  and  future  stock,  putting 
all  tbe  present  creditors  upotfa  par,  and  giving 
the  nation  the  advantage  in  the  sale  of  future 
stock,  and  says  that  the  minority  discouraged  the 
loans  for  the  purposes  of  the  war,  and  predicted 
the  fate  of  thtwe  who  should  loan  their  money  to 
the  Government  for  that  purpose,  and  now  wished 
to  see  their  predictions  verified.  This,  he  said, 
was  the  reason  of  its  depreciation. 

Mr.  P.  said  it  was  very  easy  to  make  those 
general  charges  against  a  party,  even  when  they 
were  without  foundation;  but,  he  said,  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  a  minority^  to  injure  the  credit 
of  the  Government,  if  they  did  their  duty  in  ful- 
filling their  engagements;  but  this  they  had  not 
done.  They  had  not  provided  ways  and  means 
to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  Government;  they 
had  not  collected  from  the  people,  in  direct  and 
internal  taxes,  since  the  war,  but  about  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Having  neglected  to  provide 
ways  and  means  to  pay  the  interest,  the  principal 
must  depreciate.  Their  political  friends  in  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  had  been  the  first  to  in- 
jure, and  eventually  to  destroy  the  credit  of  bank 
paper ;  their  friends  in  Boston  the  first  to  refuse 
to  pay  the  draft  of  the  Government  with  fundi 
in  their  hands. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war,  public  stock 
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at  par,  and  the  iaitrcit  poaciaally  p^& ;  bank 
paper  was  in  good  credit  Mnermlly  oaiil  the  col- 
feetor  of  the  port  of  New  x  ork,  malieioatly  avd 
Withoac  any  justifiable  cause,  seized  and  stopped 
a  large  sum  of  money  belongiog  to  the  banks  in 
Boston,  nnder  pietenoe  that  it  was  abont  to  be 
sent  out  of  the  country  to  the  enemy,  when  be 
must  bare  known  better,  as  bills  couid  have  then 
been  bought  in  New  York  for  twenty  per  eent. 
discount;  but  as  he  was  in  ofllee,  and,  as  he  un- 
derstood, a  director  of  the  bank  from  whence 
some  of  this  money  was  taken,  he  must  exercise 
his  power  to  discourage  similar  applications. 
This  was  the  first  cbeek  to  the  credit  of  bank 
paper.  The  next  shock  it  reeeived  was  in  Penn- 
ayivania,  which  eveDtually  compelled  the  banks 
in  that  State  and  New  York  to  slop  payment. 
The  Government  of  the  United  States  being  in 
great  want  of  monev  to  help  to  prosecute  this 
war,  the  banks  in  Philadelphia  were  induced  to 
loan  them  large  sums  in  their  bills,  which  were 

FEft  in  general  circnlaftion.  The  Legislature  of 
enasfnrsnia  knowing  the  situation  of  those 
banks,  and  professing  great  firiendship  for  the 
present  Administration^  after  hiaTing  sent  in  the 
annual  pledges  of  life,  fortune,  and  honor,  to  aid 
Ihem  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  granted  forty 
bank  charters,  interesiinff  a  great  portion  of  her 
eiiizens,  in  every  part  ofthe  State,  in  them,  who 
set  about  collecting  the  bilb  of  those  banks  who 
had  loaned  their  money  to  the  Gkivernment,  in 
order  to  get  specie  for  the  Tanlts  of  the  new 
banks,  in  such  sums  that  they  wer^  unable  to 
meet  aH  their  biUs^and  immediately  stepped  pary« 
ment.  In  this  situation  the  directors  of  the  banxs 
had  a  meeting,  and  being  desirous  of  being  on 
good  terms  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
and  not  willing  to  offend  the  State  of  PennsyK 
Tania,  on  whom  they  depended  for  the  renewal 
of  their  charters,  instead  of  acknowledging  that 
they  had  been  imprudent  in  loaning  so  much  of 
their  money,  or  charging  their  misfortunes  to  the 
State,  for  granting  so  many  bank  charters  at  such 
a  time,  and  being  desirous  of  assigning  some 
plausible  reason  to  the  public  for  the  course  tbey 
were  about  to  pursue,  in  refttsiog  to  pay  specie 
for  their  bills — ^in  this  situation,  prerailed  upon 
themselres  to  beliere  it  to  be  patriotic  to  stop 
payment,  pretending  that  the  money  was  going 
out  of  the  country,  and  stopped  accordingly. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  would  next  call  their  attentfOB 
to  their  pretended  friends  in  Boston.  At  this 
place,  the  Cbrernraent  owed  about  two  hundred 
thousand  doilars,  for  interest  on  its  debt,  and, 
in  order  to  pay  it,  had  placed  in  the  State  Bank 
in  Boston,  (owned  and  managed  exdusirely  by 
the  friends  of  Administration,)  about  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  which  the  bank  bad  received  as 
a  general  deposits.  The  bank  refused  to  pay,  and 
the  Government  draft  was  dishonored,  under  a 
pretence  that  the  deposite  consisted  of  Treasury 
notes,  and  that^  at  some  future  day,  the  Govemh 
ment  would  owe  them.  If  tbey  bad  taken  those 
notes  in  special  deposite,  they  would  have  been 
accountable  for  those  notes  only;  but  as  tbey  had 
givett  credit  for  them  geaefallf ,  and  hai^  been 


benefitted  by  tbe  interest,  they  eovld  have  nv  ex- 
case  for  not  paying  the  money,  the  nore  espe- 
cinlly,  as  he  had  been  credibly  infomed  thmt  the 
banks  in  Boston,  in  order  to  sustain  the  eredii  of 
the  €k>vemment,  and  bank  pikper  geacnify,  and 
to  embie  this  bank  to  fulfill  its  engagement^ 
offered  to  loan  tbem  four  hundred  thoumud  dot- 
lary,  which  was  refused.    Prom  Am  hak^  he 
said,  the  Gofemment  had  a  right  ta  expect  better 
tbii^  as  be  bad  fre^tiently  heard  it  observed, 
that,  in  case  of  war,  the  Qoverameot  migfaA  rea- 
sonably expect  a  loan  from  its  pvesideiif  alone  of 
two  millions  of  dollars,  to  aid  them  in  the  prow- 
ctttion  of  the  present  war. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  could  trace  the  same  system  of 
depreciating  the  credit  of  the  QovernoieQt  to  the 
Treasary  Department,  in  this  eity,  in  res|ieet  le 
Treasury  notes.  He  said,  while  we  had  bees  en* 
denvoring  to  hire  money,  making  great  saerifiees 
to  pay  those  notes,  he  had  onderatood  they  eoaM 
not  be  received  in  taxes,  unless  the  iisdlTidaa^ 
paying  his  mx,  had  a  note  of  about  the  same  sum; 
that  he  could  not  pay  his  neighbors  taxes  and 
his  own  to  the  amouupof  his  note,.aiid  there  wete 
none  issued  in  less  sums  thnn  twenty  dottars. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  was  aware  that  it  would  be  said 
of  the  minority,  on  this  (fuestioi^  as  it  had  bees 
on  many  others,  that  tbey  oppoaed  ererythin^r 
either  in  prtneipie  or  deudl.  Be  it  sat  They 
never  were  oonMrited  on  any  subjeet;  tA^y  had 
no  opportunity  lo  originate  any  meaattre;  nor 
had  they  even  a  choice  of  evils;  awl  whcsever 
any  project  of  the  majority  failed,  and  did  not 
answer  their  expectations^  iu  lailere  ia  generally 
charged  to  the  minority.  He  said  he  w«ehl  ash 
the  maiority  to  review  their  own  condoet,  going 
no  further  back  than  the  eommeneemeDt  of  the 
last  sessioa,  and  see  if  they  had  my  reason  to 
believe  that  we  should  be  in  an/  better  ean^tion 
respecting  our  fiaanees  than  we  aie.  We  were 
then  together  about  five  months*  Knowing  the 
nakedness  of  the  Treasury,  aad  the  expooed  and 
defbnoeless  situatioQ  of  the  eoaatiy,  and  that  we 
were  contracting  immense  debts,  and  that  oar 
expenses  were  enormous;  knowing  all  this,  they 
did  not  devise  ways  and  means,  by  taxes,  lo  cet 
money  to  pay  their  own  expenses;  and^  after  tmki- 
ing  about  a  land  and  whiskey  tax,  separated  with- 
out laying  either,  satisfyin|t  themselves  with  the 
repeat  of  the  non-importation  law,  thus  humbling' 
ourselves  to  Great  Britain  in  the  face  of  the 
world,  b)r  giving  up  a  system  that  had  done  us 
much  injury,  (put  on  to  coerce  them,)  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  their  goods  into  this  eoumry  ; 
not  because  we  wanted  them,  hut  because  we 
wanted  to  derive  a  revenue  from  them  in  an  in- 
direct way,  rather  than  disturb  the  people  with 
taxesh- thus  giving  the  Bnglidi  an  opportunity  to 
fill  our  country  with  their  merehaadiee,  to  the 
relief  of  their  manufoetories  and  to  the  destma^ 
tion  of  our  own,  while  they  drew  the  specie  sat 
of  the  country  in  payment  for  theua;  and  this  ve 
did  merely  for  the  privilege  of  cotleetiM  a  duty 
upon  them  from  oar  own  people.  But  the  8ng- 
Inh,  seeing  our  situatioa,  aad  saekiw  that  thta 
was  a  revenue  more  than  a  commercial  ptojeait. 
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tbey  iflMOBdifttelj'  exfendtd  fhelr  bloobide,  and 
turaed  our  fa?orite  tyttena  of  coercion  opwi  oar* 
selves,  by  way  of  cMstisemeni,  bavlog  it  ifr  her 
power  to  let  vessels  under  neutral  flagp  pass  in 
aod  out  of  sttdi  porta  as  she  pleases* 

Mr.  P.  sttid  thai  tbe  f^reat  and  weifhtjr  matters 
that  induced  the  President  to  call  Cooj^ress  to 
neet  at  an  earlier  day  than  that  to  which  they 
ttood  adjourned,  was  nothiofif  more  than  to  pro- 
ride  against  the  defalcation  in  the  revenue  esB- 
wcted  in  consequence  of  the  repeal  of  the  non- 
mportaiion  l»w«  He  said  he  supposed  Congress, 
knving  seen  where  they  had  neglected  to  pro^ 
ride  ways- and  means,,  to  meet  the  estgenetes  of 
:he  country,  the  last  sessioO)  would  bare  pro- 
seeded  Immediately  to  have  laid  aland  and  wtais- 
cey  tax  as  high  as  was  prudent,  and  to  have  ez- 
«nded  the  stamp  tax  as  far  as  was  praotieable, 
ivithout  taxing  silthe  manufactories  in  the  Uni- 
ed  States,  and  every  article  used  by  the  poor. 
This,  he  said,  woo  Id  have  done  much  to  revive 
)ablic  credit.  Mr^  P.  said,  if  they  bad  then  is- 
lued  Treasury  notes,  in  smali  sums,  bearing  an 
Bterest  of  six  per  cent*,  with  the  prtvlleffe  of 
unding  them  at  eight  per*  centv  in  straw  of  five 
lundred  dbUar^  and  maie  them  reeeivable  for 
til  taxes'  and  debts  due  to  the*  Gk)vernment ;  if 
he  frieade  of  the  Administratton  snd  the'  war, 
vho  are  by  far  wore  nmncrous^aod  wealthy  than 
be  people  of  the  UBise(^  Sratae  wbo  achieved:  the 
ttdependenee  of  this  country,  had  returned  home, 
Old  instead  of  finding  fault,  and  laying  all  the 
nisfortunes  of  the  couniry,  occasioBed  by  their 
iwn  misiowMgenienty  to  the  minority,  (t^fao  have 
lo  power  to  do  aay  thing,  aod  are  never  noticed^ 
lot  to  be  reviled,  and  never  ca^d  upon  but  to 
ufier  or  to  pay  their  money,)  and  if  tbey  had 
hown  them  faith  by  their  worhs,  and  taicen  up 
hose  notes  totbtfaiDOuntof  four  or  five  percent. 
•D  their  capital,  and  funded  them,  it  would  have 
bown  to  the  people  generally,  that-tbef  hadcon- 
idence  in  one  aeKttherj  and  in  the  Gkrvennnent. 
thereby  they  would  have  iuduced  others  to  have 
lone  the^ame  thinv.  Many  people  of  the  United 
States,  who  would  be  able  and  witKng  to  take  up 
hese  notes  to  theainoont  of  many  thousand  dof- 
Bf^s  and  fund  tliem,  were  not  able  to  loan  twenfy- 
thoosand  dollars,  the  least  sum  that  could  be 


nbscribed  to  the  loan,  and  who  would  not  be 
oncerned  with  specuUttotfs  to  make  up  that  sum. 
Thus  the  demand  for  those  notes,  for  funding  and 
or  paying  debt»aod  taxes,  would  have  been  very 
rreat,  and  would  bwe  created  a  general  demand 
ot  them.  Theee  notes  would  then  have  relieved 
be  Qoveinmeot,  and  answeved  a  tolerable  por- 
loee  ae  a  currency,  at  any  rate  much  better  toan 
be  bills  of  the  contemplated  bank. 

Mr.  Prsnid  this  coarsewoirid  have  been  very 
impleand  easy;  woutd  have  answered  a  good 
rarpose  for  tho  Gtoverament  and  people^  and 
rould  neither  injure  other  inatitutions,  nor  fui^ 
lish  an  objeei  for  speoutation; 

Mr.  P.  said  that  this  amendment  brought  up 
be  question- &ifly  between  the  present  war  stoca 
ind:  future  steek^aod  Treasury  notes.  He  said 
le  thought  tint  new  sfoek  and  Treasury  nolea 


#ould  mnke  roneh  the  best  stock  for  a  bank,  the* 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  P.  said,  if  this  bank  was  to  be  made  for 
the  exclusive  benefit  of  speculators  in  war  stoclr, 
it  ought  to  remain  as  it  was;  but  if  it  was  for 
the  Muefit  of  the  nation,  the  amendment  ought 
to  prevail.  He  said,  it  would  seem  from  the  let* 
ter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  chair- 
man of  a  committee,  to  whom  the  business  wae- 
referred,  tbM  he  is  in  favor  of  a  war  stock  excln^ 
sively ;  but,  when  he  attempts  to  assign  his  rea-^ 
sens  for  his  judgment,  it  would  seem  that  he  badi 
mistaken  his  side.  Upon  being  asked  if  Treasury 
notes,  to  a  considerable  amount,  could  be  got  into 
circulation,  bis  answer  is  in  the  negative,  and  he 
assigns  for  reason,  that  they  will  be  bougnt  np  at 
the  offices,  and,  by  that  means,  prevented  from 
goings  into  circulation.  Admit  it  to  be  so,  if  the 
Government  gets  the  money  for  them,  it  servee 
to  establisb  their  credit,  and  if  tbey  are  absorbed 
in  the  stock  of  this  banlc,  it  creates  a  demand  for 
more  of  them,  that  will  get  into  circulation-  itt 
aid  of  the  Ghivernment. 

But,  Mr.  P.  said,  thet  a  wa^stOck  bank  that^ 
could  issue  as  much  paper  almost  as  they  pleased, 
withoiic  being  under  a^y  obligations  to  pay  their^ 
bills,  seeetfed  to  be  »  nne  mset  fiott  w4th  the  See-' 
retavy  of  the  Treasury.  Mr.  F.  said,  whenever 
he  thought  of  this  bank,  the  names  of  certaini 
speculators  came  into  his  mind  at  the  same  time^ 
and  when  he  asked  why  this  bank  was  made  cr^ 
clusively  for  their  benenr,  without  consulting,  the 
interest  of  the  nation,  or  other  stockholders,  he 
was  told  that  those  woo  had  loaned  their  money 
to  Gtevernment  to  prosecute  this  war,  were  pa« 
triois^  and  ought  to  be  preferred  to  other  credits 
on.  He  said  he  should  be  glad  to  know  what 
further  oMm  those  patriots  have  upon  the  Gov*" 
erument  whose  credit  they  had  depressed  and! 
taken  advantage  of.  They  took  from  us  a  war 
premium  for  a  war  ri^  We  owe  them  nothing  i 
we  never  promised  them  a  bank.  They  would 
not  have  returned  any  part  of  tbeir  exorbitantf 
premium  if  the  war  had  ceased. 

In  Englaodt  Mr.  P.  said,  n  public  creditor  doeff 
adl  he-  can  to  keep  up  the  credit  of  the  nation  antl 
its  stocks^  and,  in  doing  this,  he  keeps-op  the  value 
of  his  own  stocks;  bat,  in  this  country,  it  seeme 
to  be  quite  the  reverse ;  it  seems  that  our  stocks 
jobbera  and  patriots,  aAer  making  the  best  terme 
they  could  with  our  Treasury  Department,  in« 
dnced  them  to  agree,  if  they  snould  be  in  greater 
distress,  befora  they  should  procure  all  the  money* 
tbey  wanted  to  hire,  and  aoy  other  person  should' 
take  a  greater  advantage  of  them  than  they  hadj 
that  they  should  make  them  an  dlowance  to 
make  up  the  difference,  by  which  means  those" 
who  first  loaned  their  money,  instead  of  having' 
an  interest  in  supporting  the  credit  of  the  stocks, 
had  an  interest  in  depressing  them.  And  he  said^ 
he  had  understood  taat  some  of  them  had  begun* 
so  soon  to  depreoiaite  the  priee  of  stock  in  the- 
market,  to'compel  the  Government  to  hire  on  lesv 
advantageous  terms,  aod  had  done  it  soefi^tually, 
tha»  tbey  were  unable  to  fulfil  their  own  contractsw 
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Mr.  P.  said,  he  wan  opposed  to  this  bank  in  its 

present  form,  because  the  GtoTernment  lends  its 

•aid  to  induce  the  people  to  take  its  bills,  without 

(becoming    themselves  responsible  for  them,  or 

without  making  any  provision  in  the  charter,  to 

•compel  the  bank  to  pay  either  principal  or  inter* 

est,  or  even  to  compel  them  to  assign  over  the 

■Stock  of  the  bank,  if  they  would  take  it,  on  which 

they  are  receiving  an  interest  from  the  Govern- 

-ment,  and  because  its  capital  is  to  be  made  of 

•depreciated  stock,  and,  he  feared,  managed  by 

men  in  desperate  circumstances  and  depreciated 

credit,  who  will  have  all  the  benefit  of  the  bank, 

and  the  nation  derives  no  advantages  eventually 

from  it.    He  said  the  people  would  be  taxed  to 

Ky  six  per  cent,  interest  ror  all  the  bills  of  this 
nk  that  the  Government  may  hire  of  them, 
and  when  they  shall  have  received  them,  having 
sold  their  property  or  rendered  services  for  them, 
they  can  set  neither  principal  nor  interest,  they 
therefore  loan  six  per  cent,  more  by  holding 
Chem,  besides  the  depreciation  of  them  in  their 
hands. 

Mr.  P.  said,  as  soon  as  there  should  be  paid  into 
this  bank  about  twelve  millions  of  war  stock,  and 
something  over  one  million  of  specie,  it  was  to 
go  into  operation,  and  was  obii^ted  to  loan  to 
the  Government  thirty  millions  in  its  bills.  He 
said  such  an  amount  of  paper,  of  such  a  bank, 
put  into  circulation,  if  it  should  be  possible,  in 
addition  to  the  present  depreciated  stock-bank 
paper,  would  effectually  destroy  the  credit  of  the 
whole  paper  system,  and  stop  its  circulation. 

Mr.  P.  said,  it  would  appear  from  what  had 
been  said  by  the  friends  or  this  bill,  that  almost 
everything  was  to  be  expected  from  it;  that  it 
was  to  be  a  remedy  for  all  the  difficulties  under 
which  we  labor;  that  it  would  infuse  new  life 
and  vigor  into  the  body  politic.  lu  bills  would 
answer  as  a  circulating  medium,  revive  the  pub- 
lic credit,  relieve  the  Government  from  iu  pres- 
ent embarrassments,  and  support  the  credit  of 
bank  paper  generally.  He  said  if  he  might  be 
permitted  to  compare  small  things  with  great, 
when  the  reasons  were  the  same,'he  should  as 
soon  expect  a  merchant  who  owned  a  larffe 

guantity  of  flour  at  Alexandria,  that  he  could 
ardly  sell  at  any  price,  owing  to  the  quantity  in 
market  beyond  the  demand  for  it,  to  go  to  Balti- 
more and  buy  a  quantity  in  the  same  situation, 
and  take  it  to  Alexandria  in  order  to  raise  the 
price,  and  create  a  demand  for  that  already  there, 
as  to  attempt  to  raise  the  credit,  and  create  a  de- 
mand for  bank  paper  already  depreciated  by  the 
quantity  in  circulation,  by  increasing  the  quantity 
tenfold,  and  of  an  inferior  quality. 

Mr.  r.  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  bank,  be- 
cause a  better  substitute  may  be  furnished  for  a 
circulating  medium  in  Treasury  notes,  more  hon- 
orable to  the  Gk>vernment,  and  more  safe  to  this 
people,  as  there  was  no  person,  he  believed,  but 
what  would  rather  have  a  Treasury  note  on  in- 
terest, having  the  faith  of  the  Government  pledged 
with  the  taxes,  all  the  real  aod  personal  property 
of  the  United  Sutes  for  their  payment,  than  the 
bills  of  such  a  bank,  having  no  (oundation. — 


Without  the  aid  of  Gk>verament  in  making  then 
receivable  for  debts  and  taxes  doe  them,  they 
would,  he  believed,  hardly  pass  for  eiioii^  to  pay 
for  their  printing. 

Mr.  P.  ssid  be  had  heard  much  about  the  endit 
of  bank  paper,  and  it  would  seem  that  many 
thought  there  was  a  kind  of  magic  in  it;  but  he 
said  that  as  soon  as  some  of  the  banks  lefased  to 
pay  specie  for  their  bills,  and  it  was  known  that 
they  were  not  the  honest  representativei  of  spe- 
cie, they  soon  lost  all  their  charms.  And  that 
they  were  now  distmsted  and  suspected  bf  all 
classes,  no  person  could  deny ;  until  the  rvfwsi 
of  those  banks  they  had  a  general  credit,  and  the 
public  had  confidence  in  them,  and  it  was  for  the 
interest  of  all  banks  and  all  persons  interested  is 
them  to  keep  up  the  credit  of  bank  paper,  until 
by  the  imprudence  of  some  of  them  all  became 
suspected,  many  lost  their  credit«aad  some  ncaiiy 
ruined. 

Mr.  P.  said  much  had  been  said  aboat  the  bank 
capital  in  this  country,  it  was  now  said  we  had 
one  hundred  millions,  and  he  aoppoaed  as  soon  as 
this  charter  should  be  granted,  we  should  have 
fifty  millions  more,  when  no  person  he  believed 
would  pretend  that  we  had  more  than  fiftees  rail- 
liona  or  dollars  in  specie  in  the  United  Sutes. 
Mr.  P.  said  this  nominal  bank  capital  coonoted 
of  stockholders'  notes,  many  of  whom  have  always 
owed  the  bank  the  amount  of  their  stock,  and  soom 
of  them  much  more,  and  that  part  aet'aally  paid 
in  by  those  who  had  money,  and  had  no  use  for 
it,  has  been  loaned  out  by  the  bank;  so  that  all 
this  capital,  at  this  time,  consists  of  debts  due  to 
the  bank  from  stockholders  who  never  ealeolated 
to  pay,  and  from  others  who  have  as  mnch  as 
they  can  do  to  pay  the  interest  of  their  debts  and 
their  taxes.  Tne  Gtovernmeot,  therefore^  cannot 
derive  much  aid  Jrom  this  kind  of  eapifaJ. 

Mr.  P.  said  it  was  now  very  dearly  ascertained, 
that  our  wealth  and  strength,  for  tke  purposes  <^ 
offensive  war,  had  been  very  moch  overrated  by 
both  parties.  It  was  said  by  tkose  in  power,  if  we 
were  unanimous  in  our  measures,  it  would  have 
a  very  great  effect  in  putting  an  end  to  the  war. 
This,  he  said,  would  appear  well  on  paper,  but  it 
would  not  add  a  dollar  to  the  wealth  of  the  na- 
tion. It  is  frequentlv  said  by  some  of  the  minor- 
ity, that  we  would  do  much  better  if  we  had  a 
mixed  instead  of  a  party  Administration.  This, 
Mr.  P.  said  would  only  increase  our  difiLcultiea. 
The  Administration  ought  not  to  admit  a  person 
in  the  Opposition  into  the  Cabinet,  and  such  a  per- 
son ought  not  to  accept  an  appointment,  if  he  had 
the  offer  of  it.  Many  suppose  if  we  had  an  entire 
change  of  Administration,  and  had  a  national, 
instead  of  a  party  war,  all  would  soon  be  weiL 
Mr.  P.,  said  that  such  an  Administration  he  be- 
lieved could  do  much  to  get  the  nation  oat  of  this 
war,  by  making  a  speedy  and  honorable  peaet; 
As  they  had  no  hand  in  making  the  war,  t^ 
would  not  have  to  justify  all  the  measures  ttet 
led  to  it ;  but  as  to  prosecuting  the  war  is  the 
present  situation  of  the  country,  he  believed  ther 
would  do  very  little  better  than  the  preseit  Ad- 
ministration.   They  would  not  make  sen  or 
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nooey ;  the  fiiult  had  been  in  f  oiog  to  war  unpre- 
lared  after  our  reveooe  had  Men  destroyed,  and 
be  spirit  of  the  nation  broken  down,  without 
akiog  early  means  to  supply  the  Treasury  and 
iupport  the  credit  of  the  natioD,  whieh  was  now 
00  far  gone  to  be  re^iTed,  by  the  paper  of  such  a 
ank  as  the  one  proposed. 
Mr.  P.  said,  as  the  House  were  Terv  anxious  Co 
lecide  this  question,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Hopkins)  had  said  the  subject 
ras  perfectly  well  understood — ^as  he  knew  but 
ittle  about  it  himself,  he  should  give  them  no 
arther  trouble,  although,  he  said,  he  considered 
i  a  question  of  very  great  importance,  as  when 
his  charter  was  granted,  it  would  be  granting  an 
zclusive  privilege  to  a  few  people,  for  twenty 
ears.  He  therefore  thought  it  a  question  that 
»ught  to  be  maturely  considered  and  well  under- 
tood.  If  then  we  have  doubts  as  to  the  expedi* 
ncy  of  the  measure,  and  of  its  answering  the  ex- 
lected  purpose  in  relieving  the  Government  from 
ts  present  embarrassments,  he  thought  we  ought 

0  pause  before  we  pass  it.  He  said  if  the  war  lasted 
t  would  ruin  many,  who  might  take  its  bills,  and 
f  we  had  peace  soon  such  a  bank  with  such  a  cani- 
al,  would  be  a  dangerous  political  machine.  Its 
tockholders  and  its  debtors  would  make  a  nume- 
ous  and  powerful  combination  with  those  who 
nay  wish  favors.    He  said,  he  believed,  that  such 

1  bank,  even  in  time  of  peace,  when  it  would  be 
n  the  hands  of  the  real  moneyed  men  of  the  na- 
iott,  would  have  much  influence  in  making  Pre- 
idents,  in  supporting  armies,  and  in  controlliag 
he  future  fiolitical  destinies  of  this  country. 

He  said  it  ought  to  be  with  a  nation,  as  with 
in  individual,  who  was  surrounded  with  difficni- 
ies  on  all  sides ;  when  about  to  make  a  great  ef- 
brt  to  extricate  himself  (the  failure  of  which 
vould  be  likely  to  involve  him  in  great  diffienU 
ies,  and  perhaps  ruin)  he  ought  to  be  certain  as 
0  the  correctness  of  the  course  he  was  about  to 
mrsue,  that  the  object  in  view  was  attainable, 
viih  the  means  he  was  about  to  employ,  and  that, 
f  successful,  it  would  afford  him  the  expected  re- 
ief.  If  not,  he  ought  to  reflect,  to  pause,  and  to 
ivait  events. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Fabrow'b  motion  was 
tecided  in  the  negative->-yeas  65,  nays  89,  as 
bllows : 

YxAt — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Msssachusetts,  Bayly  of 
iTirginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen»  Boyd,  Biadbniyy  Brackan- 
idga,  Brigham,  Bntlary  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley, 
^lopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Daven- 
)ort,  DaTis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston, 
j^ddes,  Hale,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hnlbert,  Jackson 
if  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kant  of  New 
fork.  King  of  Maasachnsetts,  Law,  Levett,  Maeon, 
H arkell,  Miller,  Moseley,  Oaktoy,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WiUiam  Reed,  Raggles, 
khureman,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  dlaymaker, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Star- 
Cep,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Voce,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
etts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox»  Wilson  of 
Kassachosetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ap> 
^,  A^ery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bradley,  Brown, 


Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clea* 
denin,  Comstock,  Conard,  Creighton,  Cnthbert,  Dana, 
Davia  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Bavall,  Earle, 
Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gbolson,  Glasgow,  Goor- 
din,  GriflSn,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Haw- 
kins, Hopkins  of  Ken  tacky,  Hubbard,  Hamphreys, 
logersoU.  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,'  Kilboum,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Leffisrts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Muifree,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Ormsby,  Paiker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharps  Smith  of  Pennsylva* 
nia.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Tronp,  Udreo,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wil- 
liams, Wilson  of  Pennqrlvsnia,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Cooneeticot,  then  proposed  a 
further  araendment  to  the  bill,  viz :  to  strike  out 
the  word  *^  fifty,"  so  as  to  leave  the  amount  of  the 
capital  blank. 

The  previous  question  having  been  thereupon 
demanded  by  Mr.  Harbis,  of  Tennessee,  and 
supported  by  a  sufficient  number,  viz :  75  for  it, 
67  against  it — 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  negp- 
atived,  by  yeas  and  nays — For  the  motion^ 
against  it  93,  as  follows : 

Ybas — ^Messn*  Baylies  of  Maasachnsetts,  Bigelow, 
Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breekenridge,  Brigham,  Ca- 
perton.  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cut- 
peper,  Davenoort,  Davis  of  Massachnsetts,  Ely,  Gas- 
ton, Geddes,  Hale,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hnlbert,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
Massachnsetts,  Law,  LoTott,  Markell,  Miller,  Moaeley, 
Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Raggles,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Sher- 
wood, Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Star- 
gea,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachnietts,  Web- 
ster, Wheaton,  White,  WUcoz,  Wilson  of  Maasacha- 
setu,  and  Winter. 

NATa— Messrs.  Alexander,  Abton,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bues,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clen- 
denin,  Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cnth- 
bert, Dana,  Davis  of  PennsyWsnia,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Dttvall,  Sarle,  Evans,  Fanow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Gholaon,  Glasgow,  Gonrdin,  Griffin,  Hail,  Harris, 
Hasbronck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucl^, 
Hnbbard,  Humphreys,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Ir- 
win, Johnson  of  Virginis,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbonrn,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Lefierts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennesiee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Strong,  TannehiU,  Taylor,  Tel&ir,  Tronp^ 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilii«ais,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn, 
and  negatived.  . 

The  previous  question  was  tnen  pm  m  the 
usual  form—"  Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put?"  and  decided  in  the  affirmaiive— For  pat- 
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tiag  th$  main  <i«Maoo  9^  afaiiMt  k  63,  *•  M^ 

TtfAi^Mwtn.  AlexttidiBr,  Alitmiv  Andenon,  Aiw 
dtffir,  Avery,  Bard,  Bnmaci,  Binei,  Btown^  Caldfrall, 
CnaiDDt  ChapfMU,  Clark,  Clendeain,  CamsCodk^  Co- 
nard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cndibert,  Dana*  Bairlf 
of  Fettatyhmiia^  Danoyoliei,  DMh*,  EarliB,  BwUr 
Tindhj,  Fisk  of  Vcarmont,  FiBk  of  New  York^  For- 
iiejr,  Fonrftli,  Franklin.  Gbolion,  Olaagow,  Goordhiy 
GrifKn,  Hall,  Harris,  flasbronck«  Hawkins,  Hopkina 
ci  Kentncky,  Hnbbaid,  IngenoD,  Ingham,  Irving,  Ir- 
win, Kannedjy  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kenliaw» 
Kilbonm,  King  of  North.  Carolina,  Leffert%  Lyle, 
McCoy,  MicLean,  Moore,  Mnrfree,  Nelion,  Newton, 
OmMby,  Faiker,  PickMa,  Pleaaants,  Rea  of  Pennayl- 
Ttfnia,  Ilhea  of  TeimeBBee,  Itinggold,  Robertson,  8age, 
Sevier,  Seybeit,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith 
of  Yiiginia,  Strong,  Taunehill,  Taylor,  Telfiiir,  Troup, 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jeney,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Maandiusetts,  Bigelow, 
Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbaiy,  Bradley,  Brigbam,  Calhonn, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cnlpeper, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  DnvaU,  Ely,  Far- 
row, Gaston,  Oeddes,  Hale,  Hawes,  Henderson,  How- 
eU,  Humphreys,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
Law,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Maeun,  Maikell,  McKee,  Mil- 
leiV  Mbeeley,  Oakley,  Peanon,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potp 
ter,  John  Reed,  WiUiam  Reed,  Rngglaa^  Schunman, 
Bh/Mv^  Sherwood,  Shiphard,  Slaymakmv  Stuiibtd, 
Stockton,  Starge%  Thompson,  Veao^  Ward  of  Msiia 
chnsetli^  Webster,  Wheaton,  While*  Wilcagr^  Wilson 
of  Masaachuaette,  and  Winter. 

The  qoeacfon  ott  ordmng  the  brIT  to  a  tbtrd 
reading  was  then  decided  in  the  affirma tire  with- 
oata  mvistoir. 

On  the  (^eation  when  the  bill  sboald  be  read 
a  third. time, /o-morroip  and  Uhday  were  named. 
The  question  being  taken  on  to-morrow,  there 
were  for  to-morrow  57,  against  ii  76. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  tO'day. 

At  motion  was  then  made  to  adjomrD^  and  neg- 
atived by  a  v^e  of  75  to  60. 

The  bill  waa  then  aanoanced  for  a  third  read- 
ing* 

Mr.  BiGSLOW  ratted  a  qjoestioo  of  order,  wiie- 
ther  it  waa  proper  to  read  the  bill  a  third  ciae 
before  the  other  ordera  of  the  day  were  diapoaed 
of.  The  Spbaxbii  having  decided  that  bills  on 
their  third  readings  bad  pcelerenee  in  the  order  of 
the  day,  Mr.  B.  appealed  from  the  decision  of  th^ 
Speaker,  (Mr.  Macon,}  which  was  affirmed  by 
the  House. 

Mt.  Websteb.  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill  with  certain  instruetions,  sub- 
atancially  as  follows: 

l.  To  radosa  the  capital  to  tw«tty.fifv  mflliona  of 
doUsn^  with  liberty  to  the  Oovemment  te  onboeribe 
fiYe  millions  additional  at  anj^  fotore  time* 

8*  To  strike  out  the  provision  allowing  the  i**nW  to 
aeaae  Bpede  payment. 

8.  To  strike  out  so  much  of  the  bill  as  makes  it 
«Migatiory  on  the  bank  to  lend  money  to  the  Chivem- 


nef 

the  pssMge  of  the  aet»  the  chnrtar  aksd  1m 

&  To  allow  an  interast  of - 
nam  on  any  note,  paymcBl  of 
demanded  of  the  bank*  and  ralbeed* 

6b  To  immde  that  of  the  twenty-fiTo  afllaoM,  &we 
dmll  be  payable  in  qwcie,  and  twenty  in  mf  Unilod 
States  six  per  cent,  stock,  or  in  Treasury  mIbb. 

7.  To  strike  out  thai  pcovisiGBi  whicdi  nanism  th* 
bank  from  selling  its  stocL 

Mr.  W.  supported  hta  OMlion  by  a  mmber  of 
remarks,  the  general  porport  of  ^r hick  was.  ihat 
he  had  resorted  to  this  melhod  to  show  to  ihe 
world  what  sort  of  a  bank  be  aad  bis  friends 
were  willing  to  a»ppert« 

Mr.  QasTOii  followed  is  n  abort  speech  o( 
much  vehemence  in  favor  of  tbis  motion,  aad 
with  the  zeal  he  baa  uniformly  exhibited  on  ibis 
subject  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  William  Raan,  of  Bi«asftcbiiaetts,  next 
took  the  floor  in  decided  oppositkxa  to  this  btll, 
of  which  he  expressed  the  utmost  abborrenee^ 
and  the  greatest  dread  of  iu  effects. 

After  the  rejection  of  several  motions  to  ad- 
journ— 

Mr.  BiOBLOW  uMde  a  speoeh  oo  tbo  auae  side 
of  the  question  as  the  two  genttomoo  who  had 
preceded  him  io  debate^ 

Before  Mr.  B,  inished  his  speeeb,  however,  a 
motion  to  adjourn  prevailed;  and  the  Hoose  ad- 
journed at  7  o'clock  in  the  eveati^. 


4.  To  intiodttee  a  provision,  that  if  the  bank  shall 


Frioat,  December  M. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hall, 

Bmolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Sute, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney 
General,  be  directed  to  inquire  into  ihe  expedi- 
ency of  providiog,  by  law,  for  setth'ng  the  cUims 
of  persons  to  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  derived  from  the  porchase  of  certain 
companies  under  an  act,  or  pretended  act,  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  passed  on  the  7ih  day  of 
January,  1795,  whose  claims  have  not  been  re- 
corded in  the  office  of  the  Department  of  Stst^ 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  eighth  section 
of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  3d  dav  of 
March,  1803. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  JfiNNiNoa,  and  wa?  read,  and  ordemi  to  lie 
on  the  table : 

Reaohed,  That  a  committee  be  appomted  to  inqniis 
into  the  ea^pediency  of  anthoriaing  the  Bxecntfre  aa- 
thorities  of  the  several  SUtes  and  Tenitories  of  the 
tJnited  States,  req;»ectiYely,  by  law,  to  a|iprahss<^  se- 
cure, and  deliyer  to  the  Goyemor,  for  the  timo  f*^^^ 
of  any  Territory  of  the  tTnited  Statea,  or  his  agent, 
any  fugitive  or  fhgitiTes  from  justice,  upon  demand 
being  made  of  the  ]fixecuti?e  authority  of  any  sack 
State  or  Tetritory,  to  which  soch  fbgi^Te  or  fngiiiies 
shaU  have  fled,  and  upon  prodndng  an  iadietaicst 
found,  or  an  affidavit  made  before  a  competeat  o&or, 
diarging  the  person  so  demanded  with  having  com- 
mitted treason,  falony,  or  other  crime,  withm  tbe  jn- 
TladictiOttof  flie  said  Territoiy,  fiom  which  heso  M, 
with  leave  to  xeporr  by  biU  or  oOarwfsa. 
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TheHoiistreMiiiied  the  eoiifliderafioii  of  fhe 
bill  to  iii€or)x>rttte  tlio  sohseribers  to  tbe  Bask  of 
the  United  States  of  America ;  and  the  motioo 
toreeoawrit  the  bill  with  instmetions  being  again 
stated,  the  bHi  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Plbasartb, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  an-> 
Douncing  the  death  of  RfCHARO  Brbnt,  a  Sena- 
tor of  the  United  States  from  Virgin  in. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of 
IVew  Tork|  that  the  House  do  again  proceed  to 
the  consideration^  of  the  bank  bill ;  whieb  motion 
was  decided  in  the  aflSirmatire  hj  the  following 
7oie :  For  the  motion  81,  against  it  70. 

Mr.  PioxBRmo  oommeneed  a  speech  in  favor 
of  recommitment,  and  in  opposition  to  the  bill ; 
when,  on  motioo  of  Mr.  PLBASitirrn,  the  bill  was 
again  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  SpBAitEB  laid  before  the  Honse  a  letter 
from  the  committee  of  the  Senate  appointed  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  barial  of  Mr.  Brbrt, 
annonncing  tfaeir  determination  to  attend  the 
faneral  aif  13  o'clock  to-morrow;  whieb  letter 
having  been  read^— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PlBAfiAif T8, 

Ruoli9ed^  tmanhmmiy,  That  the  Honse  will 
attend  the  fbneral  of  RfcnARo  Brbni^,  Bsq.,  late 
A  member  of  the  S^ate  of  the  United  States. 

Res6hed,  unanimouifyj  That  this  House  will 
wear  moOriling  on  the  left  arm  for  the  space  of 
one  montl).  in  testimony  of  their  respect  for  the 
memoryor  the  deceaseclit 

The  noose  then  immediately  adjonrned. 

SatOrdat,  December  31. 

No  business  was  transacted  in  the  Hoose  this 
Jay.  In  consequence  of  the  fnoeral  of  Mr.  Brbnt, 
of  the  Senate. 

MoitoAT,^  January  2,  1815* 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infohned  the  Hoasv 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^  to  provide 
additional*  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Gk>vernmeftt,  and  maintainiog  the  public  credit, 
by  layiof?  duties  on  household  furniture,  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and 
on  gold  and'  stiver  watches,"  with  amentnoents; 
in  which  they  ask  the  eononrrenee  of  this  House. 

Mr.  McKbb,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Commit^ 
tee  of  Public  Lapds,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  connty  of  New  Ma- 
drid, in  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  have  suffered 
by  earthquakes;  which  was  twice  read  aiid  com<' 
omitted. 

Mr.  JoffHBOii,  of  Kentueky,  krid  before  the 
House,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  of  Investigation, 
a  letter  from  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
on  sul^eets  connected  with  the  capture  of  Wash- 
ington by  the  enemy  in  August  last;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Sfbakbr  laid  before  the  Honse  a  report 
from  the  acting  Seeretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the 
memorial  of  Uriah  Brown,  respecting  his  inven- 
tion for  projecting  liquid  ire  a»  a  means  of  mki- 
taty  or  naval  amoyanee.    The  report  ia  Hivor- 


aUe  to  the  utility  and  practicabilfty  of  the  inT€i»- 
tion ;  and  was  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  reaoliHion  from  the  Senate  for  appointing 
a  joint  committee  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
adopting  fixed  rules  for  conducting  in  future  the 
printing  stationery,  and  binding,  for  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  was  taken  upj  read  three  times  and 
concurred  in. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  leas- 
ing of  ptiblic  lands,  reserved  for  the  use  of  schoob. 
was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  lay- 
ing duties  on  certain  manufactures,  were  taken 
up^  [The  changes  of  duties  proposed  by  the 
Senate  in  this  bill,  are  principally  to  strike  out 

eg  iron  and  spermaceti  candles,  and  to  add  um- 
ellas.  There  are  other  amendments  to  the  de* 
tail  of  the  bill.}  The  amendments  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

BANK  0¥  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Hoose  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  tbe  Senate  jto  incorporate  the  subscri* 
hers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
Mr.  Wbbstbr'b  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  being 
stfit  under  oansideration. 

Mr.  WanaTER^  of  I^w  Haihpshire,  spoke  an 
follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  however  the  Rouse'may  dispose  of 
the  motion  befDreit,  I  do  not  regret  that  it  has  been 
made.  One  object  intended  by  it  at  least,  is  ac- 
complished. It  presents  a  choice  (o  the  House, 
aofd  It  shows,  that  the  opposition  which  exists  to 
the  bill  in  its  present  shape,  is  not  an  nndistitt-* 
gufshing  hostility  to  whatever  may  be  proposed' 
as  a  National  Bank,  but  a  hostility  to  an  institn- 
tion  of  sucb  a  useless  and  dangerons  nature,  as  it 
is  believed  the  existing  provisions  of  the  bill  would 
esublieh. 

If  the  bill  should  be  recommitted  and  amended 
according  to  the  instructions  which  I  have  moved, 
its  principles  will  be  materially  chansed.  The 
capital  of  the  proposed  bank  will  be  reduced  from 
fifiv  to-  thirty  millions;  and  composed  of  specie 
and  stocks^  in  nearly  the  same  proportion  as  tho 
capital  of  the  former  Bank  of  the  united  States. 
The  obii^lion  to  lend  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
to  Oovernment,  an  obligation  which  cannot  be 
performed  without  committing  an  act  of  bank- 
ruptcy, will  be  snruek  out.  The  power  to  suspend 
the  payment  of  iu  notes  and  bills  will  be  abolish- 
ed, and  the  prompt  and  fiiithful  execution  of  its 
contract  secured,  as  far  as,  from  the  nature  of 
things,  it  can  be  seenred.  The  restriction  on  the 
sale  or  its  slocks  will  be  removed,  and,  as  it  is  a 
monopoly,  provision  will  be  made,  that  if  it  should 
not  commence  its  operations  in  reasonable  time, 
the  grant  shall  be  forfeited.  Thus  amended,  the 
bill  would  establish  an  institution,  not  unlike  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  any  particular 
which  I  deem  material,  excepting  only  the  in^ 
creased  amount  of  the  capital. 

To  a  bank  of  thio  nature,  I  should  at  any  time 
be  willing  to  give  my  support,  not  as  a  measure 
of  tofttporary  poii«y)  ot  >&  expedient  tq  find  meant 
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of  relief  from  Che  preseot  poverty  of  (be  Treasory ; 
but  ai  an  institation  of  permaDeDt  ioterest  and 
imporlaoce,  aseful  to  the  Gtovernmeot  and  conn- 
try  at  all  times,  and  most  useful  in  times  of  com- 
merce and  prosperity. 

I  am  sure,  sir,  that  the  advantages  which  would 
at  present  result  from  any  hank,  are  greatly  over- 
rated. To  look  to  a  bank,  as  a  source  capable 
not  only  of  affording  a  circulating  medium  to  the 
country  but  also  of  supplying  the  ways  and  means 
of  carrying  on  the  war,  especially  at  a  time  when 
the  country  is  without  commerce,  is  to  expect 
much  more  than  will  ever  be  obtained.  Such 
high  wrought  hopes  can  end  only  in  disappoint- 
ment. The  means  of  supporting  an  expensive 
war  are  not  of  quite  so  easy  acquisition.  Banks 
are  not  revenues.  They  cannot  supply  its  place. 
They  may  afford  facilities  to  its  collection  and 
distribution.  They  may  furnish,  with  conve- 
nience, temporary  loans  to  Government,  in  anti- 
cipation of  its  taxes,  and  render  important  assis- 
tance in  divers  ways  to  the  general  operations  of 
finance.  They  are  useful  to  the  State,  in  their 
proper  place  and  sphere;  but  they  are  not  the 
sources  of  national  income. 

The  fountains  of  revenue  must  be  sunk  deeper. 
The  credit  aod  circulation  of  bank  ptpcr  itre  the 
effects,  rather  than  the  cause,  of  a  profitable  com- 
merce and  a  well  ordered  system  of  finance.  They 
are  the  proofs  of  national  wealth  and  prosperity, 
not  the  foundations  of  them.  Whoever  shall  at- 
tempt to  restore  the  fallen  credit  of  this  country 
by  the  creating  of  new  banks,  merely  that  they 
may  create  new  paper,  and  that  Government  may 
have  a  chance  ol  borrowing,  where  it  has  not  bor- 
rowed before,  will  find  himself  miserably  deceiv- 
ed. It  is  under  the  infiuence  of  no  such  vain 
hopes,  that  I  yield  my  assent  to  the  establishment 
of  a  bank  on  safe  and  proper  principles.  The 
principal  good  I  expect  from  it  is  rather  future 
than  present.  I  do  not  see,  indeed^  that  it  is  likely 
to  produce  evil  at  any  time.  In  times  to  come  it 
will,  I  hope,  be  useful. 

If  it  were  only  to  be  harmless,  there  would  be 
sufiicient  reason  why  it  should  be  supported,  in 
preference  to  such  a  contrivance  as  is  now  in 
contemplation. 

The  bank,  which  will  be  created  bv  the  bill,  if 
it  should  pass  in  its  present  form,  is  of  a  most  ex- 
traordinary, and,  as  I  think,  alarmine  nature.  lu 
capital  is  to  be  fiftjr  million  of  dollars,  five  mil- 
lions in  gold  and  silver,  twenty  millions  in  the 
public  debt,  created  since  the  war,  ten  millions  in 
Treasury  notes,  and  fifteen  millions  to  be  sub- 
scribed by  Government  in  stock,  to  be  created  for 
that  purpose.  The  ten  millions  in  Treasury  notes, 
when  received  in  pavment  of  subscriptions  to  the 
bank,  are  to  be  funded  also  into  the  United  States 
8tocl».  The  stocks  subscribed  by  Government 
on  its  own  account,  and  those  in  which  the  Trea- 
sury notes  are  to  be  funded,  to  be  redeemable 
only  at  the  pleasure  of  Government.  The  war 
stock  will  be  redeemable  according  to  the  terms 
npon  which  the  late  loans  have  been  negotiated. 

The  capital  of  the  bank,  then,  will  be  five  mil- 
lions of  specie,  and  forty-five  mulions  of  Govern- 1 


raent  stocks.    In  other  words,  the  bank  will  pos- 
sess five  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  Gh>verameac 
wiU  owe  it  forty-five  millions.    This  debt  from 
Government,  the  hank  is  restrained  froio  selling 
during  the  war,  and  Gtovernment  is  exeosnf  from. 
paying  until  it  shall  see  fit.    The  bank  is  also  to 
be  under  obligation  to  loan  GtoTemmeat  thirty 
millions  of  dolhirs,  on  demand,  to  be  repaid,  not 
when  the  convenience  or  necessity  of  the  bank 
may  require,  but  when  other  debts  doe  the  back 
from  Government  are  paid ;  that  is,  when  it  shall 
be  the  good  pleasure  of  Government.     This  ma. 
of  thirty  millions  is  to  supply  the  necessities  of 
the  Treasury,  and  supersede  the  occasion  of  other 
loans.    This  loan  will  doubtless  be  made  on  the 
first  day  of  the  existence  of  the  bank,  because  the 
public  wants  can  adroit  of  no  delajr-    Its  cooditioa 
then  will  be,  that  it  has  five  millions  of  specie,  if 
it  has  been  able  to  obtain  so  much,  and  a  debt  of 
seventy-five  millions,  no  part  of  which  it  can 
either  sell  or  call  in,  due  to  it  from  GhiTemnkeaL 

The  loan  of  thirty  millions  to  Government  can 
only  be  made  by  an  immediate  issue  of  bills  to  that 
amount.  If  these  bills  should  retara,  the  bank 
will  not  be  able  to  pay  them.  This  is  certaia  ; 
and  to  remedy  this  inconvenience,  power  is  given 
to  the  directors,  by  the  act,  to  adspend,  at  their 
own  discretion,  the  payment  of  their  notes^  until 
the  President  of  the  u  nited  States  shall  otherwise 
order.  The  President  will  give  no  sach  order, 
because  the  necessities  of  Government  will  com- 
pel it  to  draw  on  the  bank,  till  the  bank  becomes 
as  necessitous  as  itself.  Indeed,  whatever  orders 
may  be  either  eiven  or  withheld,  it  will  be  utterly 
impOBsi hie  for  tne  bank  to  pay  iu  notes.  No  such 
thing  is  expected  of  it.  The  first  note  it  issnes 
will  be  dishonored  on  its  return,  and  yet  it  will 
continue  to  pour  out  its  paper,  so  long  as  Govern- 
ment can  apply  it  in  any  degree  to  its  purposes. 

What  sort  of  an  institution,  sir,  is  this?    It 
looks  less  like  a  bank  than  like  a  department  of 
Government.    It  will  be  properly  the  paper  money 
department.    Its  capital  is  Government  debu; 
the  amount  of  issues  will  depend  on  Government 
necessities ;  Government  in  effect  absolves  itself 
from  its  own  debts  to  the  bank,  and  by  way  of 
compensation,  absolves  the  bank  from  iu  own 
contracu  with  others.    This  is,  indeed,  a  wondei- 
ful  scheme  of  finance.    The  Government  is  to 
grow  rich,  because  it  is  to  borrow,  without  the 
obligation  of  repaying,  and  is  to  borrow  of  a  bank 
which  issues  paper  without  liability  to  redeem  iU 
If  this  bank,  like  other  institutions,  which  dull  and 
plodding  common  sense  has  erected,  were  to  pay 
its  debts,  it  must  have  some  limits  to  its  issnes  of 
paper,  and  therefore  there  would  be  a  point  beyond 
which  it  could  not  make  loans  to  Government. 
This  would  fail  short  of  the  wishes  of  the  contri- 
vers of  this  system.    They  provide  for  an  unlim- 
ited issue  of  paper,  in  an  entire  exemption  from 
payment.    They  found  their  bank,  in  the  first 
place,  on  the  discredit  of  Government;  and  (hen 
hope  to  enrich  Gov^nment  out  of  the  insolveacy 
of  the  bank.    With  them,  poverty  itself  is  the 
main  source  of  supply,  and  bankruptcy  n  mine  of 
inexhaustible  treasure.    They  rely,  not  oa  the 
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ibilitf  of  the  bank,  but  oo  its  beggary;  not  on 
roid  and  silver  collected  ia  its  Tautts  to  aay  its 
iebts  aod  folfil  its  promises,  bnt  oo  the  locks  and 
«r8  provided  by  statute  to  fasten  its  doors  against 
be  soljeitations  and  clamors  of  importunate  cred- 
tors.  Such  an  institution,  they  flatter  themselves, 
vill  not  only  be  able  to  sustain  itself,  but  to  buoy 
ip  the  sinking  credit  of  Government.  A  bank 
vhich  does  not  pay,  is  to  guarantee  the  engage- 
lents  of  a  Government  which  does  not  pay. 
Job  a  Doe  is  to  become  security  for  Richard 
toe."  Thus  the  empty  vaults  of  the  Treasury 
re  to  be  filled  from  toe  equally  empty  vaults  of 
be  bank,  and  the  ingenious  invention  of  a  part- 
ersbip  between  insolvents  is  to  restore  ana  re- 
stablish  the  credit  of  both. 

Sir.  I  can  view  this  only  as  a  system  of  rank 
peculation,  and  enormous  mischief.  Nothing  in 
>ur  condition  is  worse,  in  my  opinion,  than  the 
Qclination  of  Government  to  torow  itself  upon 
uch  desperate  courses.  If  we  are  to  be  saved,  it 
s  Dot  to  be  by  such  means.  If  public  credit  is  to 
»e  restored,  to  is  is  not  one  of  tne  measures  that 
vill  help  to  restore  it.  If  the  Treasury  is  ex- 
lausted,  this  bank  will  not  fill  it  with  anything 
'aluable.  If  a  safe  circulating  medium  be  wanted 
or  the  community,  it  will  not  be  found  in  the 
«per  of  such  a  corporation. 

I  wish,  sir,  that  those  who  imaffine  that  these 
ibjects,  or  any  of  them,  will  be  effected  by  such 
I  bank  as  this,  would  describe  the  manner  in 
vhich  they  expect  it  to  be  done.  What  is  the 
process  which  is  to  produce  these  results  ?  If  it 
s  perceived,  it  can  oe  described.  The  bank  will 
lot  operate  either  by  miracle  or  magic.  Who- 
rver  expects  any  good  from  it.  ought  to  be  able  to 
ell  us  in  what  way  that  good  is  to  be  produced. 
\s  yet  we  have  had  nothing  but  general  ideas, 
ind  vague  and  loose  expressions.  An  indefinite 
lod  indistinct  notion  is  entertained,  nobody  here 
«enas  to  know  on  what  ground,  that  this  bank  is 
o  reanimate  public  credit,  fill  the  Treasury,  and 
-emove  all  the  evils  which  have  arisen  from  the 
iepreciation  of  the  paper  of  existing  banks. 

Some  gentlemen,  who  do  not  profess  themselves 
:o  be  in  all  respects  pleased  with  the  provisions 
>f  the  bill,  seem  to  content  themselves  with  an 
dea  that  nothing  better  can  be  obtained,  and  that 
t  is  necessary  to  do  something. 

A  strong  impression  that  something  must  be 
lone,  is  the  origin  of  many  bad  measures.  It  is 
»asy,  sir,  to  do  somethine;  but  the  object  is  to  do 
lomething  useful.  It  is  letter  to  do  nothing^  than 
Lo  do  mischief.  It  is  much  better,  in  my  opinion, 
to  make  no  bank,  than  to  pass  the  bill  as  it  now  is. 

The  interests  to  be  affected  bv  this  measure, 
the  finances,  the  public  credit,  and  the  circulating 
medium  of  the.  country,  are  too  important  to  be 
hazarded  on  schemes  like  this.  If  we  wish  to  re« 
store  the  public  credit,  and  to  re-establish  the 
Soances,  we  have  the  beaten  road  before  us.  All 
true  analogy,  all  experience^  all  just  knowledge 
of  ourselves  and  our  condition  point  one  way. 
We  can  hardly  mistake  it,  without  wilful  blind- 
ness. A  wise  and  systematic  economy,  and  a  set- 
tled and  substantial  revenue  are  the  means  to  be 


relied  on  ;  not  excessive  issues  of  bank  notes,  a 
forced  circulation,  and  all  the  miserable  contri- 
vances  to  which  political  folly  can  resort,  with 
the  idle  expectation  of  giving  to  mere  paper  the 
quality  of  money. 

These  are  all  inventioosof  a  short-sighted  poU 
icy,  vexed  and  eoaded  by  the  necessities  of  the  mo- 
ment, and  thinxing  less  of  a  permanent  remedy, 
than  of  shifts  and  expedients  to  avoid  the  present 
distress.  They  have  been  a  thousand  times  ex* 
ploded,  as  delusive  and  ruinous,  as  destructive  of 
all  solid  revenue,  and  incompatible  with  the  se- 
curity of  private  property. 

It  is,  sir,  sufficiently  obvious,  that  to  produce 
any  benefit,  this  bank  must  be  so  constituted  as 
that  its  notes  shall  have  credit  with  the  public. 
The  first  inquiry,  therefore,  should  be,  whether 
the  bills  of  a  bank  of  this  kind  will  not  be  im- 
mediately and  greatly  depreciated.  I  think  they 
will.  It  would  be  wonderful  if  they  should  noL 
This  effect  will  not  be  produced  by  that  excessive 
issue  of  its  paper,  which  the  bank  mutt  make  in 
its  loan  to  Government.  Whether  its  issues  of 
paper  are  excessive,  will  depend,  not  on  the  nom- 
inal amount  of  its  capital,  but  on  its  ability  to  re- 
deem. This  is  the  only  safe  criterion.  Very  spe- 
cial cases  may  perhaps  furnish  exceptions,  but 
there  is  in  general  no  security  for  the  credit  of 
paper,  but  the  ability  in  those  who  emit  to  redeem 
It.  Whenever  bank  notes  are  not  convertible  into 
gold  or  silver  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  they  be- 
coipe  of  less  value  than  gold  and  silver.  All  ex- 
periments on  this  subject  have  come  to  the  same 
result.  It  is  so  clear,  and  has  been  so  una  versa  11  v 
admitted,  that  it  would  be  waste  of  time  to  dwell 
upon  it  The  depreciation  may  not  be  sensibly 
perceived  the  first  day  or  the  first  week  it  takes 
place.  It  will  first  be  discerned  in  what  is  called 
the  rise  of  specie  ;  it  will  next  be  seen  in  the  in- 
creased price  of  all  commodities. 

The  circulating  medium  of  a  commercial  com- 
munity must  be  that  which  is  also  the  circulating 
medium  of  other  commercial  communities,  or 
must  be  capable  of  being  converted  into  that  me- 
dium without  loss.  It  must  be  able,  not  only  to 
pass  in  payments  and  receipts  between  individu- 
als of  the  same  society  or  nation,  but  to  adjust  and 
discharge  the  balance  of  exchanges  between  dif- 
ferent nations.  It  must  be  something  which  has 
a  value  abroad,  as  well  as  at  home,  and  by  which 
foreign  as  well  as  domestic  debts  can  be  satisfied. 
The  precious  metals  alone  answer  these  purposes. 
They  alone,  therefore,  are  money,  and  whateyer 
else  IS  to  perform  the  ofllces  of  money  must  be 
their  representative,  and  capable  of  being  turned 
into  them  at  will.  So  long  as  bank  paper  retains 
this  (quality,  it  is  a  substitute  for  money  ;  divested 
of  this,  nothing  can  give  it  that  character. 

No  solidity  of  funds,  no  sufilciency  of  assets, 
no  confidence  in  the  solvency  of  banking  institu- 
tions has  ever  enabled  them  to  keep  up  their  pa- 
per to  the  value  of  gold  aod  silver,  any  longer  than 
they  paid  gold  and  silver  for  it  on  demand.  This 
will  continue  to  be  the  case  so  long  as  those  me- 
tals shall  continue  fo  be  the  standard  of  value  and 
the  general  circulating  medium  among  nations. 
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A  Btrikioff  illnslimuoo  of  this  common  prioci- 

5le  is  foaod  in  the  early  bivtory  of  the  MDk  of 
iD^laod.  Id  the  year  1797,  it  had  been  to  liberal 
in  Its  loans,  that  it  was  compelled  to  suspend  the 
payment  of  its  notes.  Its  paper  immediately  fell 
to  a  discount  of  near  twentv  per  cent.  Yet  onch 
was  the  public  opinion  of  the  solidity  of  its  funds, 
that  its  stock  then  sold  for  one  huiulred  and  ten 
per  cent.,  although  no  more  than  sixty  per  cent, 
upon  the  subscriptions  had  been  paid  in. 

The  same  fate,  as  is  well  known,  attended  the 
paper  of  the  banks  of  Scotland,  when  they  adopt- 
ed the  practice  of  inserting  in  their  notes  a  clause, 
giving  the  banks  an  option  of  paying  their  notes 
on  demand,  or  in  six  months  after  demand,  with 
interest.  Paper  of  this  sort  was  not  couTertible 
into  apecie  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder;  and  no 
eonviction  of  the  ability  of  the  bank  which  issued 
it,  could  preserve  it  from  depfeciatioo. 

The  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  the  Bank 
of  England  in  1797,  and  the  consequences  which 
followed,  afford  no  argument  to  overturn  this  gen- 
eral experience.  If  Bank  of  fiSogland  notes  were 
not  imm^iately  depreciated  oa  that  occasion,  de- 

Keciation  nevertheless  did  ensue.  Very  favora- 
9  causes  existed  to  prevent  their  sudden  depres- 
sion. It  was  an  old  and  rich  institution.  It  was 
known  to  be  under  the  most  discreet  and  indepen- 
dent management.  Government  had  no  control 
over  it,  to  foree  it  to  make  loane against  its  inter- 
est or  its  will.  On  the  contrary,  it  compelled  the 
Govern ment  to  pay,  though  with  much  inconve- 
nience to  itself,  a  v^tj  considerable  sum  which 
was  due  to  it.  The  country  enjoyed  at  that  time 
an  extensive  commerce,  and  a  revenue  of  three 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  was  collected  and  dis- 
tributed through  the  bank.  Under  all  these  ad- 
vantages, however,  the  difference  of  price  between 
bank  notes  and  coin  became  so  great  as  to  threaten 
at  one  time  the  most  dangerous  consequences. 

Suppose  the  condition  of  England  to  have  been 
laveised.  Suppose,  that  instead  of  a  prosperous 
and  increasing  commerce,  she  had  suffered  the 
rain  of  her  trade ;  and  that  the  product  of  her 
manufactures  had  lain  upon  her  hands,  as  the 
product  of  our  agriculture  now  perishes  on  ours. 
Does  any  one  imagine  that  her  circulating  paper 
could  have  existed,  and  mainuined  any  credit  in 
such  a  change  of  her  condition  1  What  ought  to 
surprise  us  is,  not  that  her  bank  |)aper  was  depre- 
ciated, but  that  it  was  not  depreciated  sooner  and 
lower  than  in  fact  it  was.  The  reason  can  only 
be  found  in  that  extraordinary  combination  of 
favorable  circumstances  which  never  existed  be- 
fore, and  is  hardly  to  be  expected  ngain.  Much 
less  is  it  to  be  discovered  in  our  conflition  at 
present. 

But  we  have  experience  nearer  home.  Tbe 
paper  of  all  the  banks  south  of  New  Ei^land  has 
become  depreciated  to  an  alarming  extent.  This 
cannot  be  oenied.  All  that  is  said  of  tbe  existence 
of  this  depreciation  only  at  places  remote  from 
tbe  banks,  is  unfounded  and  icile.  It  exists  every- 
where, even  at  the  very  doors  of  the  banks  them- 
selves. The  rates  of  exchange,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  put  this  point  beyond  controversy.    If 


a  bill  of  exchange  on  Europe  can  be  parcbascdj 
as  it  may,  twenty  per  cent,  cheajier  tn  Boston 
than  in  Baltimore,  the  reason  must  be.  that  it  is 
paid  for  in  Boston  in  moneVi  and  in  Baltimore  ia 
something  twenty  per  cent,  less  valae  than  mooef . 

Noth  withstanding  this  depression  oftheir  paper, 
it  is  not  probable  that  any  genend  doubt  is  enter- 
tained or  the  sufficiency  ofthe  funds  of  the  pria- 
cipal  banks.  Certainly  no  such  doubt  is  the  cause 
or  the  fsU  of  their  paper;  because  the  depression 
of  the  paper  of  all  the  banks  in  any  |dace,as  {nr 
as  I  learn>  is  generally  uniform  and  equal ;  whese- 
as,  if  public  opinion  proceeded  mt  adl,  upon  the 
adequacjr  or  inadequacy  of  their  funds,  it  would 
necessarily  come  to  different  results,  in  difieceat 
cases,  as  some  of  these  institutions  nmac  be  so^ 
posed  to  be  richer  than  others. 

Sir,  somethiog  must  be  discovered,  which  his 
hitherto  escaped  the  observation  of  naankiad,  be- 
fore you  can  give  paper,  intended  for  circolatioo, 
the  value  of  a  metallic  currency,  anj  loiigcr  thss 
it  represents  that  currency,  and  is  eoavertible  ints 
it,  at  the  will  ofthe  holder. 

The  paper  then,  of  this  bank,  if  you  make  it, 
will  be  depreciated  for  the  same  lenaoa  that  the 
paper  of  other  banks  which  have  goae  before  it, 
and  of  those  which  now  exist  around  ns,  has  been 
depreciated :  because  it  is  not  to  pay  apecie  for 
its  notes. 

Other  institutions,  setting  out  perhaps  on  hon- 
est principles,  have  fallen  into  discredit  through 
mismanagement  or  misfortune.  But  this  bank  is 
to  begin  with  insolvency.  It  is  to  issue  its  bills 
to  the  amount  of  thirty  millions  at  least,  when 
everybody  knows  it  cannot  pay  them.  It  is  u> 
commence  its  existence  in  dishonor.  It  is  to 
draw  iu  first  breath  in  disgrace.  The  pronaise  coor 
Utned  in  the  first  note  it  sends  forth,  is  to  be  a  false 
promise  and  whoever  receives  tbe  note,  is  to  take 
It  with  the  knowledge  that  it  will  oot  be  paid, 
according  to  the  ternu  of  it. 

But  this,  sir.  is  not  all.  The  iramers  of  this 
bill  have  not  done  their  work  by  halves.  They 
have  put  the  depreciation  of  the  notes  oC  their 
bank  beyond  all  doubt  or  uncertainty,  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  capital  is  consutated.  They 
have  made  assurance  doubly  sure.  In  addition 
to  excessive  issue  of  paper,  and  the  failure  to  make 
payments,  both  which  they  provide  for  by  law, 
they  make  the  capital  of  the  bank  to  consist  pria- 
cipally  of  public  stock. 

If  this  stock  could  be  sold  as  in  the  former  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  the  evil  would  be  less.  Bat 
tbe  bank  has  not  the  power  to  sell  ii,  and  for  all 
purposes  of  enabling  it  to  fulfil  iu  engagements, 
Its  funds  m^zht  as  well  be  at  the  bottom  of  the 
ocean,  as  in  Government  stocks,  of  which  it  can- 
not enforce  payment,  and  of  which  it  cannot 
dispose. 

The  credit  of  this  institution  is  to  be  founded 
on  public  funds,  not  on  private  property  or  coa- 
mercial  credit,  it  is  to  be  a  financial,  notacooi- 
mercial  bank.  Its  credit,  therefore,  can  haidly 
be  better  at  any  time^  than  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. If  the  stocb  be  depreciated » so  of  course 
must  everything  be  which  rests  on  the  stocks. 
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It  would  fcqnm  exiraordiiuMry  iogea-nity  to 
ihow  bow  a  baok  which  is  Ibi^Hied  on  the  public 
Jebt,  is  to  hftYeany  better  lepuiRlioiitbaQ  the  debt 
itself.  It  must  be.some  very  oovsel  kiveiitioo  which 
oakcs  the  aapcmtructore  keep  iis  piaoe  after 
he  fouadation  hat  falleo.  The  ar^ttmeax  seeiiis 
0  stand  thus.  The  publie  fuods,  it  is  admilledy 
ttve  little  -cfedit  *,  the  hank  will  have  no  credit 
rbich  it  does  not  -borrow  of  the  fonds ;  but  the 
Aok  will  be  in  fall  credit. 

If,  sir,  we  were  in  a  temper  to  learn  wisdom 
rom  experience,  the  history  flff  most  of  the  tanks 
m  the  continent  of  Europe  mi^ht  Xeach  us  the 
utility  of  all  these  contrivances.  Thoseare,  like 
his  before  us,  established  foe  purposes  of  finance, 
lot  Durposes  of  commerce.  The  «ame  fortune 
las  nappefied  to  ihem  all.  Their  credit  has  sunk- 
rheir  respective  Governmepts  go  to  .them  ler 
ooney,  when  (bey  can  get  it  aowbefe  else ;  asd 
he  baiHscn  relisTe  their  ^naots  only  by  new  is- 
nes  of  their  own  paper.  As  this  is  not  ^redeemed, 
be  invariable  consequence  of  depreciation  fol- 
ows ;  and  this  has  sometimes  led  to  the  misera- 
»le  and  destructive  expedient  of  a  depreciatioA  of 
he  coin  itself. 

Such  are  the  banks  of  Pecersburgi  Copenhagen, 
/"ienna,  and  other  cities  ef  Europe.  And  while 
he  paper  of  these  Gtovermnent  banks  has  been 
hus  depressed,  that  of  other  banks,  existing  in 
heir  near  neighborhood,  uocoanected  with  Gojr- 
iromait,  and  conduction  their  business  on  the 
lasis  of  commercial  credit,  has  retained  a  value 
quivaient  to  that  of  coin. 

Excessive  issues  of  paper,  and  a  close  coonex- 
on  with  Government,  are  the  two  circumstances, 
vhicb  of  all  oibers  are  most  certain  to  destroy  the 
:redit  of  bank  paper.  If  there  were  no  excessi?e 
ssue,  or  in  other  words,  if  the  bank  paid  its  notes 
n  specie  on  demand,  its  connexion  with  Qovern- 
nent,  and  its  interest  in  the  funds^  would  not  per- 
laps  materially  affect  the  circulation  of  ixs  paper, 
ilthough  they  would  naturally  diminish  the  value 
)f  its  stock.  But  when  these  two  circumstances 
!xist  in  the  condition  of  any  bank ;  that  it  does 
lot  pay  its  notes,  and  tbatits  funds  are  in  public 
stocks,  and  all  its  (^M»ratiAlbB  wtimfttely  bleiided 
pvitb  tbe  opcffMions  of  Qar4mM9aXi  notbiog  Aur- 
iber  i»eed  bekaowA,  to  bt  quite  mim  thai  its  aa- 
;M»r  will  OQtaBswar  the  purpose  .of  a  ereditabte 
nroulatiog  medium. 

Hook  upon  it,  therefore,  «ir,  as  aefUin  that  a 
rery  eonsideiablie  diseooot  wHl  attach  itself  to 
the  notes  of  this  baak,  tbe  ir^t  day  of  their  ap- 
pearance ;  that  this  discount  will  oonttnue  to  in- 
crease, and  unless  Congress  should  be  able  to  fur- 
nish some  remedy,  which  is  not  certain,  the  paper 
in  theend  will  be  worth  nothiog.  If  this  happens, 
aot  only  will  no  one  of  tb.e  benefits  proposed  be  ob- 
tained, but  evils  of  tbe  most  alarming  magnitude 
will  follow.  All  the  horrors  of  a  paper  money 
lystem  are  before  ns.  If  we  vealure  on  tbe  pres- 
ent expedient,  we  shall  hardly  be  able  to  avoid 
them.  The  ruin  of  public  affairs  and  the  wreci: 
af  private  property  will, ensue. 

I  would  asK,  air,  whether  the  friends  of  this 
taeasure  have  well  coosJdered  wbat  effect  it  will  { 


produce  on  the  revenue  of  the  country  ?  By  tbe 
provisions  of  this  bill,  the  notes  of  tbe  bank  are  to 
be  received  in  payment  of  all  taxes  and  other  dues 
to  Government.  They  cannot  be  refused  on  ac- 
coun  t  of  the  depreciation  of  their  value.  Govern- 
ment binds  itself  to  receive  them  at  par ;  although 
it  should  be  obliged  to  pav  them  out  immediately 
at  a  discount  of  a  hundred  per  cent.  It  is  certain, 
then,  that  a  loss  on  the  revenue  will  be  sustained, 
equal  to  any  depreciation  which  may  take  place 
in  this  paoer;  and  when  the  paper  shall  come  to 
nothing,  the  revenue  of  the  country  will  come  to 
nothing  along  with  it.  This  has  happened  to 
other  countries,  where  this  wretched  syst^n  has 
been  adopted,  and  it  will  happen  here. 

The  Austrian  Go vernmentrcfsor ted  to  a  similar 
experiment,  in  a  very  critical  period  of  its  affairs, 
in  1809,  the  year  of  the  last  campaign  between 
that  country  and  France,  previous  to  tbe  late  co- 
alition. Pressed  by  the  necessities  of  the  occasion, 
tbe  Government  caused  a  laige  quantity  of  paper 
to  be  issued,  which  was  to  be  received  in  imposts 
and  taxes.  The  paper  iounediately  fell  to  a  de- 
preciation of  four  foi  one.  The  consequence  was, 
that  the  GovernmeAtlost  its  revenue,  and  with  it 
tbe  means  of  supplying  its  armies,  and  defending 
its  Empire. 

Is  this  Government,  sir.  now  ready  to  pot  its 
resources  all  at  hazard,  by  pursuing  a  similar 
course?  Is  it  ready  to  sacrifice  its  whole  sub- 
stantial revenue,  and  permanent  supplies,  to  an 
ill  contrived,  ill  considered,  dangerous  and  ruioous 
proiect,  adopted  only  as  tbe  means  of  obininiaga 
liute  present  and  momentary  relief  ? 

It.ou^ht  to  be  consideied  also,  what  affects  this 
bank  will  produce  on  other  banking  institutioos 
already  existing,  and  on  tbe  paper  which  they 
have  issued.  The  aggregate  capital  of  these  in- 
stitutions is  large.  The  amount  of  their  notes  is 
large,  and  these  notes  constitute  at  present,  in  a 
great  portion  of  the  country,  the  only  circulating 
medium,  if  they  can  be  called  It  circulating  me- 
dium. Whatever  affects  thb  paper,  cither  to 
raise  it,  or  to  depress  it  lower  tuan  it  is,  affects 
tbe  interest  of  every  man  in  the  community. 

It  is  sufficient,  on  this  point  to  refer  to  the  me- 
morial from  tbe  baaks  of  New  York.  That  as- 
sures us  that  it  must  be  tbe  operation  of  such  a 
bank  as  this  bill  would  establish,  to  increase  the 
difficulties  and  distress  which  the  existing  banks 
now  experience,  and  to  render  it  nearly  impossi- 
ble for  tnero  to  resume  the  payment  of  their  notes. 
This  is  what  every  man  would  naturally  expect. 
Paper  already  depreciated  will  neoessarily  be 
sunk  still  lower  when  another  flood  of  depreci- 
ated paper  is  forced  into  circuliition. 

Very  recently,  sir,  this  Government  refQsed  to 
extend  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  upon  tbe  ground  that  it  was  unconstitu- 
tional for  Congress  to  create  banks.  Many  of  the 
State  banks  owe  their  existence  to  this  decision. 
It  was  an  invitation  to  the  States  to  incorporate 
as.much  banking  capital  as  would  answer  all  the 
purposes  of  the  country.  Notwithstanding  what- 
ever we  may  now  see  and  hear,  it  would  then 
have  beeji  deemed  a  gross  unputatioii  on  the  con- 
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sitteoey  of  QoTernment  if  any  mttn  bad  expres- 
sed an  expectation  that  in  five  years  all  these 
Const! lutiooal  scruples  would  be  forgotten,  all 
tbe  danger  to  political  liberty  from  moneyed  io- 
stitQtioos  disregarded,  and  a  bank  proposed  upon 
the  most  extraordinary  principles,  with  an  unpre- 
cedented  amount  of  capital,  and  with  no  obliga- 
tion to  falfil  its  contracts* 

Tbe  State  Banks  have  not  forced  themselves 
in  the  way  of  Gtovernment.  They  were  estab- 
lished, many  of  them  at  least,  when  Government 
bad  declared  its  purpose  to  nave  no  bank  of  its 
own.  They  deserve  some  regard  on  their  own 
account,  and  on  account  of  those  particularly 
concerned  in  them  ;  but  they  deserve  much  more 
consideration  on  account  of  the  quantity  of  their 
paper  which  is  in  circulation,  and  the  interest 
which  the  whole  community  has  in  it. 

Let  it  be  recollected,  also,  sir,  that  tbe  present 
condition  of  tbe  banks  is  principally  owing  to 
their  advances  to  (3overoment.  The  Treasury 
has  borrowed  of  tbe  banks,  or  of  those  who  them- 
selves borrowed  of  the  banks,  till  tbe  banks  have 
become  as  poor,  and  almost  as  much  discredited, 
as  tbe  Treasury  itself.  They  have  depreciated 
their  paper,  nearly  ruined  themselves,  and  brought 
the  sorest  distress  on  the  country  bv  doing  that  on 
a  small  scale,  which  this  new  bank  is  to  perform 
on  a  scale  vastly  larger. 

It  is  almost  unpardonable  in  the  conductors  of 
these  institutions  not  to  have  foreseen  the  conse- 
quences which  have  resulted  from  the  course 
Eursued  by  them.  They  were  all  plain  and  visi- 
le. If  they  have  any  apology,  it  is  that  they 
were  no  blinder  than  the  Qovernment,  and  that 
they  yielded  to  those,  who  would  take  no  denial. 
It  will  be  altogether  unpardonable  in  us,  if  with 
this,  as  well  as  all  other  experience  before  us,  we 
continue  to  pursue  a  system  which  must  inevi- 
tably lead  U8^  through  depreciation  of  currency, 
paper  money,  tender  laws,  and  all  the  contempt- 
ible and  miserable  contrivances  of  disordered 
finance  and  national  insolvency,  to  complete  and 
entire  bankruptcy  in  tbe  end. 

I  hope  the  House  will  recommit  the  bill  for 
amendment. 

When  Mr.  Webster  had  concluded,  the  mo- 
tion for  recommitment  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
PiCKBBiNQ,  Sbipberd.  and  Wbbatok,  in  speeches 
of  considerable  length,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
FoBSTTB  and  Rbba. 

The  question  on  recommitment  was  at  length 
decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas 
68,  nays  89,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Massfs.  Baylies  of  Mtssachosstts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia^  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Brigham,  Bntler,  Usperton,  Calhoon,  Champion, 
Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Culpejper, 
Davenport,  I)av]s  of  Massachasetts,  Ely,  Evans,  Far- 
row, Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Halsi  Henderson, 
Howell,  Humphreys,  Hnlbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Masaachnseets,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  McKee,  Miller,  Moseley,  Markell,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
"WilUam  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Sher- 
wood, Shipherd,  SUynaker,  Smith  of  New  York^Stan. 


ibid,  Stoditon,  Starges,  Taggait, 

Waid  of  MassacfaiMeCts,  Wefaater,  WhcaHn,  Whiles 

Wileoz,  Wtboa  of  Maanchosetts,  and  W^ioter. 

If  AYS — ^Measn.  Alezaader,  Alslon,  Aadanoo,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Barbonr,  Baid»  Bainett,  Biam,  BnrweB, 
Caldwell,  Cannoii,  Chappell,  Clark«  Cirwiwiin,  Com- 
•lock,  Conaid,  Cieightoo,  Cioach,  Cntiibat  Dana,  Dm- 
vk  of  Pennsylvania,  DenojeUes,  Daaha,  DafiB,  Barle, 
Findl^^  P»k  of  Vemont,  Fisk  of  New  Yeik,  Forney, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gbolaon,  Gooidin,  Grifia,  Halt 
Haxfis.  HasbiOQck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkiaiaf  Ken- 
tncky,  Hubbard,  IngeraoU,  Inghaas,  Irvio^  Iiwin, 
Jackson  of  Viiginia,  Johnson  of  Yiigiiiia,  JohasMk  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Ken,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilboom,  King  of  North  CaraliBa,  Lcfiecta, 
Lowndes,  Lyie,  Maeon,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLeaa, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Maifiee,  Nelsoii,  Newton,  Oim- 
by,  Parker,  Pidcens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Pcasylvciii, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  RobotaofL.  Sagt, 
Sevier,  Seybert.  Sharp,  Skinner,  Sonili  of  Pran^ 
vania,  TannehiU,  Tayfer,  Telftir,  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennaylvania,  and  Yanesf. 

The  bill  was  then  read  through,  in  the  usotl 
manner. 

Mr.  Rbba,  of  Tennessee,  spoke  n  short  time  ia 
explanation  of  the  motivea  wbieb  would  govern 
his  vote  in  this  ease. 

Mr.  Gbosvbnob,  of  New  York,  for  the  purpose 
of  introducing  a  motion  in  aid  of  the  rule,  to  pre- 
vent those  members  interested  in  the  qoestioa 
from  voting,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  uble. 

The  motion  was  predicated  on  the  Ikct  that  one 
member  of  the  House  (and  perhaps  others  might 
be)  was  the  proprietor  of  certain  of  the  paUic 
stock,  which  is  allowed  to  be  paid  in,  in  part,  on 
account  of  shares  to  be  subscribed  to  the  bank. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New 
York,  and  Mr.  Findlst,  of  Pennsylvania;  by 
whom  it  was  contended  that  the  role  of  the  House 
in  this  respect  was  sufficiently  operative  wit  bom 
this  aid.  It  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  by 
Mr.  Wabd,  and  Mr.  Fabrow. 

The  question  on  laying  the  UU  on  the  table, 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays— for  laring  the 
bill  on  the  table  58,  against  it  104.  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messis.  Baylies  of  Hasnchnaetta,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigetow,  Boyd,  Bradbaiy,Brechenridge,  Bi^ 
ham.  Capertott,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Core,  Cnl- 
peper,  Ilavenpott,  Davis  of  Msssachnwifts,  Dwall,  Ely, 
Farrow,  Gaston,  Groevenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  HcnAof 
son,  Hnlbert,  IngenwU,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent 
of  New  York,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Maifcell,  MUkr, 
Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickeriag,  Pitkin,  PMtar, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rnggles,  Bdmreoian,  8hal- 
fey,  Sherwood,  Slaymakar,  Btanfiwd,  StodctOB,  Stuart, 
Starges,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  MaaaachnsMa, 
Webster,  Whealon,  White,  WUcoz,  Wihon  of  Maa- 
sachttsetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — ^Mesirs.  Aiezsnder,  Alston,  Andenoo,  Ar* 
cher,  Avery,  Bard,  Baraett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brwiley, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Bntler,  Caldwell,  Calhoan,  Gannoa, 
Chappell,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Clopton,  Gomstoek,  Csa- 
ard,  Crawford,  Crsighton,  Croudi,  Cnthbert,  Bibi, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Doioyelles,  Desha,  Barie,  £«- 
ans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fiak  of  New  Fah, 
Forney,  Fonjth,  Franklin,  Geddes,  Gfaolson,  Oavow, 
Goardin,  (vriffin.  Hall,  Hanis,  fiaabrouck,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Howell,  Bidibard, 
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lumphMys,  IngliAni,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jaduon  of  Vir> 
linin,  JoluMon  of  Virginia,  Johuon  of  Kentoeky,  Ken- 
ic^y,  Kent  of  Maryiuid,  Kerr,  Kenhaw,  Kilbonm, 
Hog  of  MaMftchosette,  King  of  Nortli  Caiolina»  Lef- 
Mta,  Ljle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLoan, 
ConCgooaery,  Moora^  Muifroe,  Nelson,  Newton,  Orma- 
f,  Parker,  PidcenB,  Pleaaanta,  Rea  of  Pennaylvaoia, 
ixen  of  TenneaMe,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertaon,  Sage, 
evier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Shiplierd,  Skinner,  Smitli  of 
enney  Ivania,  Strong,  Taggart,  Tannehiil,  Taylor,  Tel- 
lir,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jeriey,  Williama, 
STilson  of  PemiaylTania,  and  Yancey. 

The  queaiioD  was  then  taken  on  the  pesaage  of 
le  bill.  The  yeaannd  oays  thereon  stood — yeas 
ly  nays  80,  as  follows : 

YxAa-— Meaara.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
t&er,  Aveiy,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bradley,  Brown,  Cald- 
rell.  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Comstock* 
Sonard,  Creighton,  Cronch,  Cnthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of 
'enneyhania,  Denoyellea,  Davall,  Earle,  Farrow,  Find- 
ij,  Fiak  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
'orsyUi,  Gholson,  Goardin,  Griffin,  Harris,  Hasbraack, 
[awes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentncky,  Hnbbard, 
tigenwll,  Ingham,  Irring,  Irwin,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
[err,  Kershaw,  Kilbonm,  King  of  North  Carottna, 
•eflferta,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  McCor,  McKee,  McLean, 
[ontgomeiy,  Moore,  ifnrftee,  Nelaon,  OnnaJbj,  Par« 
er,  Pickena,  Pleaaanta,  Rea  of  Pennaylvania,  Rhea 
f  Tenneaaee,  Ridi,  Rmggold,  Robcitaon,  Sage,  Sevier, 
harp.  Skinner,  Smith  of  PennaylTania,  Strong.  Taa- 
ebiU,  Taylor,  Telfiur,  Udiee,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
VilUanaa,  Wilson  of  Pennmlvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nats— Meaan.  Bard,  Barhea  of  Maaaachnaetta, 
tayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Bovd,  Bradbury, 
treckenridge,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Bntier,  Caperton, 
'alhoan.  Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Coz, 
)rawford,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Uavis  of  Massachu- 
Btt,  Deaha,  Ely,  Evans,  Franklin,  Gaaton,  Geddee, 
Uaagow,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson,  Henderson, 
[owell,  Humphreys,  Hnlbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
ohnaon  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Lent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
•ewia,  Lovett,  Macon,  McKim,  Miller,  Moaeley,  Mar* 
dl,  Newton,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pot- 
sr,  John  Reed,  WiUiam  Reed,  Rnggles,  Schofsman, 
leybert,8helioy,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slay  maker,  Stan- 
>Td,  Stoefcton,  Stoart,  Slwgea,  Taggart,  Thonpaen, 
^oae^  Ward  of  Maaaaehnaatte,  Webstar,  Whealoo, 
Vhite,  Wilcox,  Wilaon  of  Massachoaetta,  and  Winter. 

The  state  of  the  vote  having  been  declared— 
The  SPBAKBa(Mr.  Chstbb,  of  South  Carolina,) 
ose.  After  adverting  to  the  rule  of  the  Hoose, 
rhich  makes  it  the  right  and  daty  of  the  Speaker 
9  vote  in  two  cases,  of  which  this  was  one,  he 
Toceeded  to  assign  briefly  the  reasons  which  in* 
aeuced  him  to  vote  against  the  bill.  He  noticed 
be  opinions  expressedon  both  sides  of  the  House 
9r  and  against  the  measure ;  and  declared  his 
wn  conviction  that  the  bill  proposed  a  danger- 
•us,  unexampled*  and,  he  might  almost  say,  a  ies- 
lerate  resort.  He  cursorily  examined  the  three 
Jews  in  which  the  passase  of  the  bill  had  been  ad- 
ocated,  namely^  as  calculated  to  resuscitate  pubiio 
redit ;  to  establish  a  circulating  medium ;  and  to 
fiord  the  ways  and  means  fur  the  support  of  the 
ioveroment.  He  delivered,  with  even  more  than 
lis  usual  eloquence  and  impressiveness,  his  opin« 
0D8  of  these  several  points,  and  eoaeladed  with 
13th  Gov.  dd  Sjbss. — 33 


expressing  his  solemn  belief,  that  neither  of  tb 
purposes  would  be  answered  by  the  bill.  He  de- 
niea  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  was  demanded 
by'  the  safety  of  the  nation;  but  intimated  his 
opinion  that  a  National  Bank  bill  might  be  framed, 
by  which  the  avowed  objeeu  of  the  present  bill 
might  be  accomplished,  which  he  had  no  doubt 
would  unite  a  majority  in  its  favor.  Aithungh 
ide  vote  was  painful  to  him  to  give,  be  was  there- 
fore obliged  to  vote  in  the  negative. 

The  SpEAKBa'a  vote  having  produced  an  equality 
of  votea,  he  declared  the  decision  of  the  House  to 
be,  that  the  bill  shoold  not  pass. 

So  the  bill  is  rejected. 

Mr.  Hall.,  of  Oeorgta,  who  had  voted  against 
the  bill,  ihen  moved  a  reconsideratioii  of  the  vote 
just  taken.  He  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  biH, 
and  shoold  be  opposed  to  any  bill  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  National  Bank ;  but  be  was  willinff  that 
his  friends  should  have  an  opportunity  of  giTtng 
such  a  shape  to  a  bill  on  that  subject,  as  shoara 
unite  the  votes  of  all  who  were  friendly  on  prin« 
ciple  to  the  establishment  of  a  National  BanK. 

The  question  for  a  reaonstderation  of  the  vote 
hating  been  stated  from  the  Chair*— a  motion 
was  made  to  adjourn,  and  decided  in  the  affirma* 
tive. 


Tdbsdat,  January  3. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Massachusetts, 
Abiel  Wooo,  anpeared  and  took  his  seaL 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  ihe 
ameodmenrs  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for  taxing 
certain  manufactures,  reported  in  favor  of  an 
agreement  to  all  the  Amendments  of  the  Senate, 
except  that  one  which  proposed  a  tax  of  eight  per 
cent,  ad  valorem  on  all  umbrellas  or  parasols. 
This  report  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Inqebboll,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Ju- 
diciary Commiitee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  New  York  on  that 
subject,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  an  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
Slates;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Pleabants,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Naval 
Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  anihoriziDg  the  appointment  of  cer- 
tain naval  officers  therein  named|  reported  the 
same  without  amendment ;  and  it  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmittiuff  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  'Treasury,  of  the  proceedings 
under  the  act  for  laying  out  the  great  western 
road — Referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  furniture 
Ux  bill,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  4)usiness.  being  a  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  to  reject  the  bill  to  iacorporate  the  tub- 
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•eribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

[On  this  motion  there  arose  a  desaltory  bat 
very  interestini;  debate,  which  occupied  the  House 
from  12  to  about  5  o'clock.  We  must  content 
ourselves  with  very  briefly  stating  the  several 
grounds  taken  by  the  gentlemen  who  spoke  on  the 
one  side  or  the  other. — EdUonJ] 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  commenced  the  debate 
b|r  assigning  the  reasons  which  had  influenced 
him  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  question  ; 
which  were,  generally,  that  though  he  was  and 
should  continue  to  be  opposed  to  aov  bank  that 
could  be  established,  unless  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,  yet  the  state  of  the  vote  of  last  night 
gave  him  reason  to  belicTe  that  some  plan  might 
be  adopted  to  meet  the  views  of  what  was  evi- 
dently a  majority  of  the  House  on  that  subject. 
He  therefore  proposed,  if  the  vote  should  be  re- 
considered, to  call  op  the  proposition  laid  upon 
the  table  oy  him  some  time  ago,  respecting  an 
issue  of  Treasur]^  notes,  and  to  move  its  reference, 
together  with  this  bill,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means ;  that,  from  a  combination  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  both,  some  measure  might  be  adopted 
wnich  would  subserve  the  public  interest.    He 
called  upon  gentlemen  of  the  majority,  in  an  im- 
pressive manner,  to  rally  themselves  around  the 
public  good,  to  sacrifice  to  each  other  a  little  of 
their  own  opinion,  in  order  to  serve  the  nation. 
Having  to  contend  not  only  with  a  foreign  enemy, 
but  with  internal  traitors,  it  was  hiffh  time,  in- 
stead of  putting  themselves  into  the  hands  of 
merchants  and  men  who  are  determined,  if  they 
could,  to  crush   the  present  Administration,  to 
draw  on  the  real, solid  resources  of  the  nation,  dtc. 
Mr.  H.  took  occasion  to  express  bis  disgust  at  the 
attempt,  twice  repeated,  which  he  had  witnessed, 
to  prevent  an  individual  from  voting,  because  he 
had  lent  money  to  the  Qovernment  or  held  Gov- 
ernment security  (meaning  Mr.  Ingehsoll.)  Such 
proceedings,  he  said,  made  his  blood  run  cold. 
They  required  the  friends  of  the  Government  to 
unite,  to  beware  how  they  act,  instead  of  aiding 
those  whose  only  object  was  to  defeat  every  act 
calculated  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  dbc. 

Mr.  Alexandbr,  of  Ohio,  made  a  few  general 
remarks  as  to  the  readiness  with  which  be  should 
approach  this  question  to  reconsider  what  had 
been  denounced  as  a  rash,  desperate,  and  destruc- 
tive measure.  His  remarks  were  evidently  in- 
tended to  reflect  on  the  observations  with  which 
the  Speaker  had  on  the  preceding  evening  pre- 
faced bis  vote.  He  should  feel  no  pain,  he  said, 
when  acting  from  his  own  choice,  in  giving  a 
vote  which  was  to  destrov  a  ruinous  measure ;  he 
should  rather  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  giving 
such  a  vote,  and  not  complain  that  he  did  it  with 
pain,  dbc. 

Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentucky,  favored  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  bill,  in  the  hope  that,  when  re- 
considered, it  would  be  recommitted,  and  its 
features  chnntsfed.  He  had  voted  for  it  in  its  pre- 
sent shape  with  much  reluctance;  he  had  so 
voted,  however,  because  he  believed  the  taxes 
could  not  be  paid  by  the  people  unless  they  were 


aided  by  the  establishment  of  a  mediorn  of  gn- 
eral  circulation,  &^*  He  did  doC  believe,  ia  itt 
present  shape,  that  the  bill  would  pan;  bathe 
did  believe  it  might  be  so  modified  as  to  meet  the 
views  of  a  majority  of  the  House. 

Mr.IifOEBSOLL,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  shoaid 
vote  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  biU,  because  he 
was  of  the  same  opinion  to-daf  that  he  was  yes- 
terday. He  was  not  tenacious  as  to  the  plan 
of  it«'but  a  National  Bank  he  believed  to  be  in- 
dispensable, dbc.  He  took  occasion  to  remark, 
in  allusion  to  the  observation  of  Mr.  Hall,  that 
although  he,  with  several  other  g^DtleneaoCthe 
House,  possessed  a  small  interest  in  the  po\ilic 
slock,  be  had  no  idea  that  it  could  disqoaliiy  him 
or  any  one  else  from  voting  on  this  qoesti^Hi,  anf 
more  than  on  the  tax  or  any  other  rerenueorloan 
bills,  dbc. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  smid  he  should 
vote  against  reconsideration  ;  for,  alchoogh  he  had 
of  late  uniformly  entertained  the  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  convenient  and  expedient  to  esuUisk 
a  National  Bank,  he  as  firmly  believed  that  there 
was  no  delegated  power  in  Congress  to  estabiisii 
such  a  bank.  He  had  given  saeh  vc»tes  mm  bt 
thought  calculated  to  improve  or  perfect  (lie  ra- 
rious  bills  before  the  House,  bnt  he  nansi  eveat- 
uaily  vote  against  any  bank.  Mr.  M.  ooaeloded 
his  examinatloa  of  this  question  by  expressmg 
the  opinion  that  Treasury  notes  wroold  circulate 
and  obtain  as  good  a  credit  as  the  notes  of  the 
bank  proposed  to  be  established;  and  to  those 
the  nation  must,  he  believed^  at  Inst  resort,  dbc. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  was  in  ft vor  of 
reconsideration,  and  made  an  animated  appeal  to 
those  who  were  friendly  to  the  establishment  of 
a  bank,  and  yet  had  opposed  this  bill  because  the 
details  did  not  exactly  meet  their  ritws.  He 
called  upon  them  to  sacrifice  their  partico/ar  pre- 
judices, and  not  prostrate  the  pohu'c  ioteresc  at 
the  shrine  of  their  own  pride  or  iodependeoce  of 
opinion.  Scarcely  any  subject,  he  said,  coaid 
come  before  the  House,  in  regard  to  which  ^n- 
tiemen  might  not  urge  that  there  were  certain  of 
the  details  which  did  not  meet  their  approbation, 
and  for  which  they  could  not  vote.  This  bill  had 
been  called  a  desperate,  a  daageroos  measure.  It 
might  be  so,  Mr.  R.  said ;  but,  from  the  nettle 
danger  we  frequently  pluck  the  flower  safety. 
Nothing  could  be  more  dangerous  than  the  verf 
situation  in  which  we  now  are;  which  could  not 
be  worsted  even  bj  the  failure  of  the  novel  ei- 
peri  meat  which  this  bill  had  been  proaouaced  to 
be,  du:. 

Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  should 
vote  against  reconsideration.  Believing  ao  good 
could  result  from  further  attempts  to  unite  cod- 
fiicttng  opinions  on  this  subject ;  he  was  in  favor 
of  putting  it  to  rest,  and  letting  the  resnonsibtlitr 
rest  on  the  shoulders  of  those  who  had  twice  al- 
ready defeated  the  bill,  dec. 

Mr.  Duvall,  of  Kentuckv,  in  ndvocatia^s  re- 
consideration, called  upon  those  who  had  retoed 
to  sacrifice  their  individual  opinions,  to  leaember 
the  sacrifices  made  by  those  of  their  owa  party. 
and  to  exhibit  that  liberality  and  spirit  of  mutual 
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concession,  without  whteh  there  coilld  be  no  le- 
gfisIattoD.  He  believed  there  was  a  decided  ma- 
jor! tv  in  the  Hoose  in  favor  of  a  National  Bank, 
and  oe  entreated  gentlemen  to  consent  to  recom- 
mitment, to  make  one  last  effort  to  save  the  sink' 
in^  credit  of  the  country,  dec.  He  dwelt  at  some 
eogth  on  the  absurdity  of  every  man  in  a  public 
>ody  clinging  to  his  own  opinion  as  the  standard 
)f  perfection.  Unless  men  yield  occasionally 
:heir  particular  opinions  on  minor  points  and 
nere  matters  of  detail,  no  majority  conld  ever 
>e  obtained  in  favor  of  any  particular  measure. 
9e  had  thus  yielded  his  opinions  when  he  voted 
'or  this  bill,  and  he  hoped  a  sofficicnt  number 
vould  now  do  so  to  obtain  a  reeonsideration. 

Mr.  Gb OLSON,  of  Virginia,  conjured  srentlemen 
0  pot  an  end  to  debate,  and  to  act.  While  they 
nrere  debating,  the  Army  was  suffering  for  the 
nrant  of  necessary  supplies;  the  nation  was  suf- 
ering  at  every  point.  He  entreated  gentlemen 
o  permit  the  question  to  be  taken. 

Air.  HAWKina,  of  Kentucky,  addressing  him- 
(elf  to  the  majority  of  the  House,  exhorted  them 

0  unite,  and  no  longer  suffer  themselves  to  be 
Iriveo  from  ground  to  ground,  from  shift  to  shift, 
>y  the  pertinacity  of  a  minority  who  openly  dis- 
ivowed  any  responsibility  for  the  failure  of  mea- 
lUres  which  they  were  frequently  the  means  of 
hwarting.    He  adverted  to  the  majority  which 

1  day  or  two  ago  had  appeared  in  favor  of  this 
>ill,  who  had  been  driven  from  their  p^round  by 
he  pertinacity  of  the  minority,  in  violation  of 
he  usages  and  decorum  of  legislation,  Ac.  He 
ippealed  also  to  the  liberality  of  those  opposed 
o  this  bill  on  mere  points  of  detail,  whether  an 
ipportunity  ought  not  to  be  afforded  to  those  who 
vere  friendly  to  the  principle  to  try  this  question 
igain.  He  dwelt  with  much  emphasis  on  the 
veight  of  respoosibilitjr  attaching  to  every  one 
vho  voted  on  this  question,  and  the  propriety  of 
lUowiog  them  to  vote  again,  on  a  vote  on  which 
he  House  was  equally  divided^  after  having  an 
ipportanity  since  to  reflect  on  it. 

Mr.  Pbarson  expressed  himself  favorably  to- 
ivards  a  National  Bank,  but  as  strongly  opposed 
o  the  bill  now  before  the  House,  the  vote  on 
irbich  he  would  not  consent  to  reconsider,  lest 
be  bill  might  then  pass,  though  he  was  willing 
o  suspend  the  rule  of  the  House  forbidding  a  bifi 
>nce  rejected  to  be  originated  anew,  so  as  to  give 
in  opportunity  to  obtain  the  establishment  of  a 
)aok  on  proper  bankiuff  principles,  Ae. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  said  the  very  import- 
ince  of  this  bill  was  a  reason  why  a  question, 
lecided  as  it  had  been,  should  be  reconsidered ; 
:hat,  if  a  majority  should  not  favor  its  passage 
n  its  present  shape,  it  might  be  put  in  such  a 
!brm  as  should  insure  it  the  support  of  a  major- 
ty.  The  proposal  of  the  gentleman  who  prece- 
ied  him,  to  dispense  with  tne  rule,  he  considered 
IS  more  objectionable  by  far,  than  the  practice  of 
-econsidering  a  vote. 

Mr.  FoasTTH,  of  Georgia,  at  some  length, 
Brarmly  contended  for  the  reconsideration  of  the 
)ill,  avowing  himself  still  friendly  to  it,  in  pref* 
irence  to  any  other  plan  which  could  be  proposed. 


Mr.  Calhoun  was  in  favor  of  reconsideration 
of  the  bill,  but  on  different  grounds  from  Mr. 
FoRBYTB.  He  was  and  should  continue  opposed 
to  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Gaston,  Mr.  Culpbper,  Mr.  Webster, 
and  Mr.  Grosvbnor,  expressed  themselves  friend- 
ly tea  National  Bank  on  the  principles  they  have 
heretofore  advocated,  but  decidedly  opposed  to 
this,  and  therefore  determined  to  vote  against  re- 
considering it,  though  they  were  willing  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  forbidding  future  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania,  advocated  re- 
consideration of  the  bill,  on  the  grounds  of  par- 
tiality to  the  form  of  the  present  bill,  which  he 
examined  and  supported  bv  a  train  of  argument 
going  to  exhibit  its  particular  merits. 

Mr.  Hall  then  said  he  had  made  his  motion 
with  the  ho^  of  obtaining  a  compromise  of  con- 
flicting opinions,  and  a  modification  of  the  pres- 
ent bill.  But,  finding  its  friends  so  wedded  to  it 
as  to  attempt  to  force  it  through  the  House,  he 
withdrew  his  motion  for  a  reeonsideration. 

Mr.  Webster  took  this  opportunity  to  lay  upon 
the  table  the  following  resolution : 

Resohed,  That  the  rule  of  the  House  which  pre- 
vents 8  subject  once  acted  upon  from  being  acted  upon 
again  during  the  same  senion,  be  suspended  until  oth- 
erwise ordered. 

Mr.  McKiM  renewed  the  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  the  Bank  bill ;  not  from  any  intention 
to  change  his  vote,  but  from  a  disposition  to  ac- 
commodate his  friends  on  a  question  of  so  much 
magnitude. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  opposed,  and  Mr. 
Newton,  of  Virginia,  advocated  the  reconsider- 
ation— the  one,  on  grounds  of  unabated  hostility 
to  the  present  bill ;  the  other  from  a  disposition 
to  afford  the  utmost  latitude  to  the  consideration 
of  a  subject  so  highly  important  to  the  nation. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  was  at  length 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays. — For  reconsideration 
107,  against  it  54,  as  follows: 

Tbas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Ave- 
ry, Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Bnrwell, 
Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clark, 
Clendenin,  Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  PennsylTania,  De- 
noyelies,  Duvall,  Bade,  Farrow,  Fink  of  Vermont,  Fisk 
of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Geddes, 
Oholson,  Glasgow,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hanson,  Hanis» 
Hasbronck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentuckv, 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Ir- 
win, Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent 
of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Kilboura,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefots,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Lewndes,  Lyle,  Markell,  McCoy,  McKee,  Mc- 
Kim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Muifree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring- 
gold, Robertson,  Sage,  8e?ier,  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Stockton,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White,  Williams, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wood,  Wright,  and 

Yancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alston,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  BredL- 
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ODiidge,  Brighuoy  CftpntOD,  Champioii,  Cillaj,  Clop- 
tan,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cnlpeper,  Davenport,  DiTie  of  Met* 
mchoiotti,  Ely,  Gaeton,  Gromrenor,  HaJe,  Hell,  Hen« 
denon,  Howell,  Hnlbert,  Jeekeon  of  Bbodo  Island, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  King  of  MaModia- 
eetta.  Law,  Maoon,  Miller,  Moeeley,  Peareon,  Picker^ 
ing,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rugglee, 
S^nreman,  Sejbert,  Shefiej,  Slaymaker,  Stanford, 
Stnrges,  Taggart,  Thompeon,  Vote,  Wud  of  Maaia- 
chttsetU,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of 
Massachosetts. 

And  the  qoestioo  being  again  sinied—- "  Shall 
the  bill  pass?"— 

Mr.  MeKsB  moved  to  reeomnait  the  bill  to  a 
aeleet  eommitlee,  and  presented  his  TJew  of  the 
change  which  he  cooceired  ought  to  be  made  in 
its  provisions. 

Mr.  BuTLBB,  of  Vermont,  supported  this  mo* 
tion,  and  in  a  speech  of  some  length  exhibited  his 
views  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  opposed  the  recommitment  with 
much  zeal  and  eloquence,  on  grounds  of  prefer* 
f  Bce  to  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  MaaMchusetts.  expressed  his  opin- 
ions generally  in  hostility  to  tne  establishment  of 
any  bank  at  this  time,  and  in  opposition  to  any 
compromise. 

Mr.  FiNOLBT  advocated  the  recommitment, 
BrijBcipally  on  the  ground  of  opposition  to  that 
feature  or  the  bill  which  requires  the  bank  to 
make  a  loan  to  Government — which  he  believed 
at  once  superfluous  and  inexpedient. 

Mr.  Oaklet  and  Mr.  Stockton  advocated  re- 
commitment with  earnestness  and  ability,  in  order 
to  procure  a  modification  of  the  details.  If  mod- 
ified, as  they  believed  it  might  be,  they  pledged 
themselves  to  vote  for  the  bank  bill,  and  expressed 
their  opinion  that  in  that  vote  thev  would  be 
joined  by  a  majority  of  their  political  friends. 

The  question  on  recommitment  was  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays.  For  recommitment  89,  against 
it  71,  as  follows: 

YsAs— Messrs.  Bard,  Bamett,  Baylies  of  Massachn- 
sett%  Baylv  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,Boyd,  Brad- 
buiy,  BiedLenridge,  Brigham,  BuOer,  Caperton,  Cal* 
houo,  Champion,  Ciliev,  Clark,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Crawford,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davia 
of  Massachusetts,  Duvall,  JSarle,  Ely,  Fanow,  Fmdley, 
Fom^,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddea,  Glasgow,  Graare- 
nor.  Bale,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Hawaii  Hendenon, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Howell,  Humphrays,  Hulbeit, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Keiahaw, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  McKee,  MiUer, 
Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Ormsby ,  Peaiaon,  Pkk^ 
ering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WiUiam  Reed,  Rng^ 
glee,  Sohureman,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Shefiey,  Sherwood, 
dhipheid,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  8tanfiMd, 
Stockton,  Stnrges,  Tsggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
MaaMchusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whea- 
Ion,  White,  WUcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Win- 
ter,  and  Wood. 

^ATB— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Avery,  Bines,  Brown,  BurweU,Oaldwell,CannQn,Chap- 

BiU,Clendenin,Comstock,  Conard,Creighton,Cuthbert, 
avis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Fisk  of  Ver^ 
mont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Gonidin, 
Gnifin,  Hall,  Hairis,  Hawkins,  Hubbard,  IngeraoU,  log- 


ham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Johnaen  of  Vniniia,  Johason  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kanlof  Maryland,  Ken,  Kflbooia, 
King  of  Massa^osetts,  King  of  Nor^  Camlina,  IM- 
lerts,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  Mel  lOan,  Uoeat^ 
Morfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  PidiLeiM,  Pbesiaf^ 
Rea  ol  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tnnneaaar,  Rie^  Roaig- 
gold,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Psnnsjivania, 
Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Teliair,  Tioap,  IMrn,  WO- 
liams,  Wilson  of  Peimsylvania,  and  Yanocy. 

And  it  was  determined  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
a  select  committee  of  seven  members. 

Messrs.  McKbb,  Fiiidlbt,  Stocktom,  Pmin, 
Taylor,  Cutbbbbt,  and  Yahobt,  were  appnai- 
ed  the  committee. 


Wbonesdat,  January  4^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jbbninob,  the  Honse  pra> 
ceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  aDfaeDitied  b^ 
him  on  the  90th  ultimo,  and  the  aaai«  being  mo^ 
fied,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Ruolvtd^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jadid- 
ary  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  Execntive  authorities  of  the  set- 
eral  States  and  Territories  of  the  United  Staie^ 
respectively,  by  law,  to  apprehend,  secure^  aad 
deliver  to  the  Governmeot,  for  the  time  hei^fOf 
any  Territory  of  the  United  States,  or  hissgent, 
any  fugitive  or  fugitives  from  juadce,  upon  de- 
mand being  made  of  the  Executive  aathoritf  of 
any  such  Stale  or  Territory,  to  which  such  fo«i- 
tive  or  fugitives  shall  have  fled,  and  upoa  pro* 
ducing  an  indictment  found,  or  an  affidavit  mide 
before  a  competent  officer,  charging  the  petssa 
so  demanded  with  having  commicicd  treasoo, 
felony,  or  other  crime,  within  the  jarisdictioB  of 
the  said  Territory  from  which  he  so  lied;  aa4 
what  amendments,  if  any,  are  nceessanr  to  the 
act  or  acts  respecting  persona  eaeapiiv  /^ooi  the 
service  of  their  masters. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infonaed  the  fiooae 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  ameadaents  pro- 
posed to  the  bill  ^  to  provide  additional  reveaaes 
for  defrajf  iog  the  expenses  of  Goveraoieav  and 
maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  datki 
on  hoosebold  furoiture,  on  boracs  kepi  exdosively 
for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and  on  g^d  aad  silver 
watches:"  The  Senate  recede  from  ihor  &nl 
amendment  proposed  to  the  bill  ''to  pfovi«la ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  pnblic  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  manufactured  withia  ibe  Uaited 
States;"  and  they  insist  on  that  part  of  their  ifi& 
amendment  to  the  said  bill  to  which  this  Hoase 
have  dijsagreed, 

Mr.  Fiax,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commitrae 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  tk 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  fttmitnre  va  , 
bill,  recommended  a  disagreement  to  the  sanf;  I 
and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  they  vae 
accordingly  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Taoop,  of  Ghforgia,  from  the  Ckmn^^ 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  theftttter 
regulation  of  the  Ordnance  department;  vfcich 
was  twice  read,  and  committed* 
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The  bill  from  the  Senate,  lo  pro?ide  for  leasing 
aods  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools  in  the  Mte- 
tissippi  Territory,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
yassed. 

The  amendnients  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
ixing  certain  manufactares,  were  considered  in 
/ommittee  of  the  Whole,  and  afterwards  in  the 
louse.  Those  amendments  which  go  to  exempt 
pig  iron"  from  taxation,  and  add  '^  umbrellas 
nd  parasols,"  were  disagreed  to,  and  the  others 
re  re  agreed  to. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
he  Whole  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse  with 
lie  enemy,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  unJer- 
rent  a  considerable  discussion,  until  late  in  the 
ay,  when  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress 
nd  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


TH0R8OAT,  January  5. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  an* 
louncing  tneir  recession  from  all  their  amend* 
aeols  to  the  bill  laying  duties  on  certain  mano- 
ftctures,  except  so  much  as  proposee  to  lay  a 
uty  of  eight  per  cent  on  all  umbrellaa  aod  para- 
ols  above  the  value  of  two  dollars. 

Mr.  FiSK.  of  New  York,  stated  that  the  prin- 
ipal  difficulty  with  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
leans,  in  assenting  to  this  amendment,  had  been 
doubt  of  the  Constitutional  power  of  the  Senate, 
>  propose  new  taxes.  As  this  was  a  question 
rhich  he  believed  had  never  been  decided;  and 
s  the  tax  was  in  itself  unimportant,  he  moved 
lat  the  House  insist  on  its  disagreement  to  this 
mendment.    This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  also  determined  to  insist  on  disa- 
reemeat  to  &  P&rt  of  of  the  amendments  of  the 
lenaie,  to  the  furniture  tax  bill,  and  to  ask  of  the 
\eutLte  a  conference  on  that  bill. 

INTERCOURSE  WITH  THE  ENEMY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
eport  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
ill  for  preventing  intercourse  with  the  enemjf. 
This  is  a  bill  containing  ample  and  energetic 
revisions,  for  preventing  the  treasonable  inter- 
oorse,  which  has  recently  prevailed  to  so  great 
n  extent  on  our  northern  borders,  aod  elsewhere.] 
?he  few  amendments  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Vhole  having  been  agreed  to— 

Mr.  Grosvbnor  moved  to  strike  out  the  fifth 
ection  of  the  bill;  which  is  as  follows: 

Sac.  5.  And  be  ii  further  maeUd,  That  every  Col. 
ictor  of  the  Costoms  shall  have  aothoritj  to  appoint, 
rithin  his  district,  such  number  of  inspecton  of  the 
iistoois  aa  he  shall  judge  necessary,  who  are  hereby 
edared  to  be  offioeis  of  the  customs:  Prrmdtd^  keW" 
9er,  That  it  shall  be  disoretionaiy  with  the  Seeea- 
iry  of  the  Treasury^  what  number  of  such  iaepeetois 
tiall  be  paid  for  their  services  by  the  respective  eoUect- 
ra^  ont  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States;  wd  the 
lid  inspectors,  before  they  enter  upon  the  dntiea  of 
leir  offices,  afaall  take  and  aubscribe  bef(»e  the  ool- 
ctore  appointing  them,  or  before  some  magtatrate 
ithin  their  leepective  districts,  authorised  by  law  to 
^minister  oaths,  the  foUowing  oath  or  affirmation,  to 
rit:  I,— -> having  been  appointed  an  iaapeelor  of 


the  cnsloais,  within  and  for  the  dbtrict  of 


solemnly, 


and  truly  swear,  or  affirm,  (as  the 


case  may  be,)  that  I  will  diligently  and  foithftilly  exe* 
onto  the  duties  of  the  said  office  of  inspector,  and  wiQ 
use  my  best  endeavors  to  prevent  ana  detect  frauds 
and  violations  against  the  laws  of  the  United  Btatee; 
I  further  swear,  or  affirm,  that  I  will  support  the  Oem* 
stitution  of  the  United  Slates. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  an  extended  debate, 
in  which  many  gentlemen  partook,  and  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — for  toe  motion  51,  against 
it  85,  as  follows: 

YsAs — ^Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley, 
Clopton,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cufpeper,  Davenport,  Farrow, 
Gaston,  Geddes,  Oroovenor,  Hale,  Henderson,  HoweB, 
Hnlbeft,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Maasa^usetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ru«|iee» 
Sheffiiy,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  Yoik» 
Stanibcd,  Stockton,  StoarL  Stniges,  Thompson,  Voee, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  and  Wilcox. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexanderg  Alston,  Anderson,  Ard^ 
er,  Averr,  Barbour,  Bard,  Baraett,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Brown,  Bnrwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
ChappeU,  Clark,  Clendeatn,  CooMtoek,  Coaard,  Craw* 
fold,  Creigbton,  Crouch,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pernmrl* 
vania,  Denoyelles,  Deaha,  DuvaU,  Earle,  Evana^  Fiik 
of  yonM>nt,  Fisk  of  Now  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Gooidin,  Griffin*  Hall,  Harrii^ 
Hasbroock,  Hawes,  Hawfcimk  Hubbard,  Hamphregr^ 
IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jonneon  of  Virginia,  Jm^ 
son  of  Keatncky,  Kent  it  Maryland,  Kcr,  Kerahaw» 
Kilbonm,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Laflbrta,  Lyle, 
Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moora^  Murfiea^ 
Nelson,  Newton,  Onasby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasaal% 
Bea  of  Pennmrlvaaia,  Rhea  of  Tennasaae,  Rich,  Rii^ 
gold»  Sage,  Sharps  Smith  of  PeaBoylvania,  TannehiOy 
Taylor,  Tettalr,  Troop,  Udree^  WiUiama,  Wilaen  of 
PennsylvaBta,  aad  ITaBoey. 

Mr.  KiNO)  of  Massachusetts^  moved  further  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "eaa- 
toma,"  in  the  4tb  line  of  the  5th  aection,  these 
words:  "  for  whom,  in  the  execution  of  their  truat, 
such  Collector  shall  be  answerable ;**  which  mo« 
tion,  after  debate, -was  determined  in  the  nega- 
uve — yeas  02,  nays  74^  as  follows: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachuaetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Ca- 

Birton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Colpeper, 
aniW  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachuaetts,  Dovall, 
Ely,  Farrow,  Qeaton,  Geddes^  Graevenor,  Hale,  Hawee, 
Hendeieon,  Howell,  Hnlbert,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massaohnsetts,  Law, 
Lewia,  Lovett,  MarkeU,  MaUer,  Moaeley,  Nelaon,  Oak- 
ley, Ormsby,  Pearaon,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Rood, 
William  Reed,  Rnggles,  Shefisy,  Sherwood,  Slay- 
maker.  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart, 
Stnigea,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Voce,  Ward  of 
Maasachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  WUcox,  Wiieon  of 
Massaohnsetts,  and  Winter. 

NATa — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston^  Anderson,  Arcb- 
er,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Brown,  Bnrwell,  Caldwell,  Calhonn»  Cannon,  Chi^ 
pell,  Clendenin,  Clopton,  Oomstook,  Conard,  Crvir- 
foni,  Creii^lon,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania*  Deno- 
yeOee,  Desim,  Eariob  Bvana,  Fittdley,Fttkof  Vfnnoiit 
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Fkk  of  New  Tofk»  Forney,  FimnUiD,  GIwIkmi,  GIm- 
gow,  Gonrdm,  Griffin»  HtU,  HoiriB,  HMbronck,  Hob- 
bordy  Inglum,  Imng,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Merylend, 
Kerr,  Kerdimw,  Kilbomn,  King  of  North  OeroUne, 
Leffinrts,  Lyle,  McCoy,  MeKim,  Moore,  Mnifree,  New- 
ton, Parker,  Pickeni,  Pleeeenti,  Bee  of  PenninrWmnie, 
Bbea  of  TenneeMO,  Rich,  RinggoU,  8egc,  Seybert, 
Sharp,  Smith  of  Pf  nn^Wenia,  TannehHI,  Teifiur, 
Tronp,  Udree,  WiUiams,  Wileon  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Tancey. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  mored  farther  to 
amend  the  said  fifth  section  of  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing, after  the  words  '*  officers  vhall,''  the  follow- 
ing words:  *'give  bonds  with  secarities  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  collectors  appointing  them,  for 
the  traeand  faithful  execution  of  their  office,and ;" 
— which  motion  was  determined  in  the  native. 
The  sixth  section  of  the  bill  is  as  follows : 
Sao.  6.  And  be  it/ufiker  enacted,  That  any  ooUect- 
0r,  naval  officer,  surreyor,  or  inspector,  when  oroceed- 
ing  to  make  any  search  or  seisnre,  authorised  by  this 
act,  be  and  is  hereby  empowered  to  command  an^ 
person  who  shall  be  preeent,  to  aid  and  aasiet  each  offi- 
oer  in  the  disdiarge  and  performance  of  his  duty  there- 
in; and  if  any  person,  being  so  commanded,  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  aid  and  aasiet  such  officer  in  mak- 
ing sudi  sevch  or  eeisnre,  the  person  so  neglecting  or 
leftisUig  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  doUais,  and  not  less  than  fifty  dollars.  And 
audi  officer  may  also  demand,  in  casee  where  it  may 
become  necessary,  the  assistance  of  the  marshal  of  the 
district,  or  any  of  his  deputies,  who  shall  call  upon  the 
posse  of  the  district,  if  necessary,  in  his  or  their  judg- 
ment, to  render  efiectuai  the  execution  of  this  act;  and 
all  dtiiens  or  inhabitants  of  the  district,  above  the  age 
of  eighteen  years,  and  able  to  travel,  who  refiise  or 
neglect,  on  proper  notice  from  the  marshal,  or  any  of 
his  deputies,  to  join  such  posse,  shall  be  considered 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  be  liable  to  be  fined  in 
any  sum  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars,  and  be 
imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding  three  months. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stockton,  to 
amend  the  said  section,  by  insertinff  the  word 
'Uf,"  after  the  words  '* enacted  that;''  by  insert- 
iog  after  the  word  ^'  inspector,"  where  it  first  oc- 
curs, the  words  "  shall  be  resisted  or  obstructed ;" 
and  by  iDsertin^  after  the  word  ''act,"  where  it 
occurs  the  first  time,  the  words  ^  he  shall."  This 
motion  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  50, 
nays  78, as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Baylies  of  MsssachusetU,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cnlpeper, 
Davenport,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Groevenor,  Hale,  Hen- 
derson, Howell,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Marfcell,  Miller,  Moeeley,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Slay- 
maker,  Smith  of  N.  York,  Stenlbrd,  Stockton,  Sturgee, 
Taggart,  Thompson,  Yose,  Word  of  Massachusetts, 
Whealon,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Abloa,  Anderson,  Aiw 
dier,  Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bowen,  Brown,  Bur- 
well,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell, 
Clendenin,  Crawford,  Crdghton,  Crouch,  Cnthbert, 
Davis  of  Pennsylveaia,  Desha,  Dnvall,  Eerie,  Evans, 
Fallow,  Findlev,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fiskof  New  York, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Glesgow,  Ooaidin, 


Han,  Hadnouck,  Ha  wea,  Hubbard,  Hi 
soil,  Irving,  Johnaon  of  Virginia,  Jciumpm  afKmtktndkj^ 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  UmrfVA,  Kerr,  KeraliAW,  Kilboam« 
Kmg  of  North  Carolina,  Leflerts,  Lyle,  MaeoD,  MeCoj, 
McKim,  Moore,  Mnifiee,  Ndeon,  ^ewten,  Onmsbyv 
Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Reaof  PeansjItaBia,  RboA 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roberteoa,  8^e,  Soy- 
bert.  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pensylvsnia,  Tannehin,  Telfsn; 
Udiee,  WiUisms,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvsjiia,  Ysacey. 

Mr.  Stocktoh  moved  to  amend    the  eightli 


section  of  the  bill,  bj  striking  oat  these  words: 
'*  try  and  determine  the  &cts  and  the  law  ia  nich 
action  in  the  manner  as  if  the  same  had  beau 
there  originallycommeoced,  the  judgment  in  such 
case  notwithstanding;''  and  to  insert,   "reverse 


or  affirm  the  said  judgment,  according  to  law.'^ 
Which  motion  was  determined  in  the  negative- 
yeas  52,  nays  71,  as  follows : 

YsAS — ^Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachiioetta^  Bigelew, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Capcatoa, 
Cham|non,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Cooper,  Cok,  Cu^Mper, 
Davenport,  Davie  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  GimIoii,  G^ 
venor.  Hale,  Henderwn,  Howell,  Hulbeit,  Jscbon  sf 
Rhode  bland,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  Totk,  King  d 
Maanehttsetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Mark/ell,  Mitev 
Moeeley,  Neleon,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkia,  Pbtter, 
John  Reed,  Rugglee,  Sludfey,  Sherwood,  Sbyanker, 
Stanford,  Sto^ton,  Sturgee,  Thompson,  Voes,  Wsid 
of  Maasachusetta,  Webster,  Wheaton,  ^Wikox,  snd 
Wilson  of  Massad&usetts. 

NjLTs^-Meesrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Averv,  Barbour,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowea,  Brows, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Chappdl,  Clendeiiin,  Can- 
ard, Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cnthbert,  Dana, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fiod- 
lev,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hab- 
bard,  Humphreys,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Viigiiiia,  John- 
son, of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentudqr,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  KingofNorth  CaroluiA, 
Lefferte,  Lyle,  McC^^,  McKim^  MeoiSb  Newton,  Onns- 
hj,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rea  if  Penneylvanic, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgd^  Roane,  Robertson, 
Sage,  Seybert,  Sharps  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Tanne- 
hill,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  PennsylriLnta,  and 
Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Kjnq,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, to  strike  out  the  ninth  sectioo  of  the 
bill,  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  the  following: 

And  be  U  further  enaetedt  That,  if  any  officer  or 
other  person,  executing  or  aiding  or  assisting  in  any 
seizure  under  this  act,  shall  be  sued  or  molested  for 
anything  done  in  virtue  of  the  powers  given  by  this  act, 
or  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  granted  hj  any  judge  or  jos- 
tice,  pursuant  to  law,  audi  officer  or  other  person  may 
plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act  and  the  9p^ 
dal  matter  in  evidence ;  and  if  in  such  aoit  the  plaintiff 
is  nonsuited,  or  judgment  passed  against  hhn,  the  de> 
fondant  shall  recover  double  costs.  And  when  any 
prosecution  shall  be  commenced  on  account  of  any 
seisure  under  this  act,  and  ju^fment  diall  bo  giviMi  Ik 
the  claimant  or  daimanta,if  it  shall  appear  to  the  esart 
before  whom  such  prosecution  diall  be  tried  that  tfcoe 
was  reasonable  cause  of  seisure,  the  said  oonit  iheU 
cause  a  proper  certificate  of  entry  to  bo  made  thareol^ 
and  in  auch  cass  the  claimant  or  dahnanta  ifcall  not 
be  entitled  to  coata,  nor  shall  the  person  who  nada  tlia 
seisure,  or  the  proeeeutor,  be  liable  to  aetsoa,  ami,  or 
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idgmentymi  100011111  of  such  leinuro  and  ptotoeation : 
randed,  Thmt  the  property  or  articlet  Miied  and  held 
r  the  profecatOT  or  penon  making  the  ■eiinrey  be, 
ter  judgment,  forthwith  letamed  to  radi  elatmant  or 
umante,  hii,  her,  or  their  agent  or  agents :  And  pro- 
dedy  That  no  action  or  proeecation  shall  be  main- 
ined  in  any  case  under  tms  act,  unlets  the  same  shall 
ive  been  commenced  within  one  year  next  after  the 
^nalty  or  forfeiture  was  incurred. 

And  the  qaestion  being  taken, it  was  determined 
>  the  negftti?e. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  Massa- 
iosetts.  to  strike  oat  the  twelfth  section  of  the 
lid  bill,  which  is  as  follows: 
Sxc.  12.  And  beitjurther  maeUd,  That  it  shall  be 
wful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  such 
iier  person  as  he  shall  have  empowered  for  that  pur- 
Me»  to  employ,  under  proper  instructions  lo  be  by  him 
[▼en,  such  part  of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the 
nited  States,  or  of  the  militia  thereof,  as  shall  be 
idged  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  and  co-op- 
rating  with  the  officers  of  the  customs,  and  all  other 
▼il  magistrates,  in  seising  and  securing  peftons  en- 
iged,  or  suspected  from  probable  cause  as  aforesaid 
\  be  engaged,  in  unlawful  trade  or  interooune  with 
le  enemy  as  aforesaid,  together  with  the  articles  or  sup- 
lies,  or  yessels,  boats,  vehicles,  or  animals,  employed 
I  aforesaid,  in  such  trade  or  interconise. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
)  the  negative — yeas  37,  nays  69,  as  follows: 

YxAa — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigdow, 
tradbary,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Gaperton,  Cham- 
ion,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Gaston,  Orosvenor, 
tale,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  iackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
ling  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Miller, 
loMley,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
tuggles,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
''ose.  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wilcox,  and 
Vilson  of  Massachusetts. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
her,  Avery,  Barbour,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chappell,  Clendenin, 
^lopton,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis 
f  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
^'isk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin, 
fall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham, 
rving,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Cent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of 
^orth  Carolina,  Leffisrts,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  Mooro, 
kelson,  Newton,  Onnsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
Xea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring- 
^Id,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith 
>f  Pennsylvania,  Strongs  Tannehill,  Udree,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
;he  bill  as  follows : 

Section  1,  line  8.  After  the  word  *<duty,"  insert  '<  the 
payment  thereof  intended  to  be  evaded.'' 

Section  3,  lines  8  and  9.  Strike  out  the  words  "  on 
>f  which  they  may  be  in  possession." 

Section  4,  line  28.  After  the  word  **  building,"  in* 
lert  <<  in  day-time  only." 

Section  8,  line  28.  Strike  out  the  words  <*  now  pend- 
ing or." 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  said  amend* 
menta,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  add 


to  the  third  section  the  following  worda:  '^or  for 
the  use  of  any  citizen  residing  within  the  limiti 
of  the  United  States."  Which  motion  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 

It  appearing  about  this  time,  owing  to  the  retire- 
ment of  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  House, 
that  a  quorum  was  not  present,  a  motion  was> 
made  for  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Grobvenor  contended  that  one  day's  no^ 
tice  was  necessary  to  a  call  of  the  House.  The 
Chair  decided  such  notice  was  not  necessary. 
Mr.  Grosvenor  appealed  from  this  decision, 
which  the  House  affirmed. 

The  call  of  the  House  then  took  place,  when 
it  appeared  that  the  following  members  were 
present : 

Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston^  Anderson,  Archer,  A  very, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Botier, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chsppall,  Claik,  Glendo- 
nin,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton^ 
Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Deshs^ 
Duvall,  Earle,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  Yo^, 
Forney,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hale, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentudgr, 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hulberl^  Ingham,  Irving,  Jack- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lef- 
ferts,  Lovett,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  Miller,  Moors^ 
Ndson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Psrker,  Pickens,  Pleasants, 
John  Reed,  Rea  <3i  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Penninflvania,  Strong,  Sturges,  TannehiU, 
Taylor,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of 
Massadinsetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  and 
Taneey— 92. 

The  doors  of  the  House  were  then  closed,  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  the  House,  and  inffresa 
and  egress  forbidden,  but  not  before  two  or  three 
other  members  had  come  in. 

Some  difficulty  arose  as  to  the  course  now  pro- 
per to  be  pursued  as  to  compelling  the  attendance 
of  absentees,  dbc.  At  length,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Yancet.  it  was  ordered  that  all  further  proceed- 
ings on  tne  call  be  suspended  ]  and  the  biU,  which 
had  been  all  day  under  debate,  was  then  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  without  a  di- 
vision— a  sufficient  number  not  rising  to  support 
the  motion  of  Mr,  Miller,  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^*  for  the  relief  of 
William  Gamble,"  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House :  They  have  agreed  to  the 
conference  asked  by  this  House,  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments 
depending  to  the  bill  ^  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enues for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  du- 
ties on  household  furniture,  on  horses  kept  exclu- 
sively for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and  on  gold  and 
silver  watches,"  and  have  appointed  managers  on 
their  part.  They  ask  a  conference  on  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
ments depending  between  the  two  Houses  to  the 
bill  **  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining 
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the  pabite  credit,  bf  laying  dutin  on  various  | 
goods,  wares,  and   merchandise,  manofactored 
within  the  United  Slates,"  to  which  conference 
they  have  appointed  managers  on  their  part. 


Friday,  January  6. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  **  supplementary 
to  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  providing  for  the  in- 
demnification of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory ;"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  on  the  letter  on  the  same 
subject  from  the  acting  Secretary  of  State,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney 
Qeneral. 

•  Another  message  ffoia  the  Senate  inforoMd 
the  House  that  the  Senate  ask  a  conference  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  c^  the  two  Houses  on  the 
amendment  depending  to  the  bill  **  to  provide  ad- 
ditional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  duties  on  various  |[Oods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  manufactured  within  the  United 
Sutes;"  to  which  conference  they  have  appointed 
nuaagers  on  their  part* 

JR^vmi,  That  this  House  agree  to  the  confer- 
ence asked  by  the  Senate  on  the  bill  last  men- 
tioiMd,  and  that  Mr«  Eppaa,  Mr.  Fibs  of  New 
Turk,  and  Mr.  Oaklbt,  be  the  managers  at  the 
aatd  conferenoe  on  tke^rt  of  this  Houae. 

The  bill  from  tba  Senate,  *^  for  the  relief  of 
William  GUmble^"  was  read  twice,  and  ^referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  FwK,  from  the  managers  appointed  by  the 
House  to  attend  a  conference  with  the  managers 
appointed  by  the  Senate,  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments  depending 
to  the  bill "  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  de- 
ihiying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  house- 
hold furniture,  on  horses  kept  exclusively  for  the 
saddle  or  carriage,and  on  gold  and  silver  watches," 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Besolvea,  That  this  House  do  recede  from  their 
disagreement  Co  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  the  duty  on  horses 
kept  exclusively  for  the  saddle  or  carriage,  and 
that  they  also  recede  from  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendment  to  the  fifth  section^  and  that  they 
do  agree  to  the  amendments  therein  specified. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  MgKeb,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  in- 
corporate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  reported  sundry  amend- 
ments thereto;  which  were  read. 
.  A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Robsrtsom 
to  lay  the  report  on  the  table  for  one  da^r,  that  it 
might  be  printed  for  the  more  particular  informa- 
tion of  the  members;  which  motion  was  nega- 
tived, ayes  36. 


Mr.  MoKbb  explained,  briefly,  the  nature  aad 
amount  of  the  amendments  now  proposed  to  the 
bilL  The  first  principle  introduced  tnle  the  bill 
he  said,  was  a  reduction  of  the  eapital  stock  from 
fifty  to  thirty  millions;  such  capitel  to  be  com- 
pmed  of  &7e  mtlltons  in  specie,  fifteen  miilioos 
in  Treasury  notes,  ten  millions  in  stock  of  the 
United  States  created  since  the  deelaratioft  of  the 
war.  The  capital  to  be  subscribable  ia  shares  of 
one  hundred  instead  of  five  hundred  each.  The 
payments  of  the  subscription  to  be  so  appoitioned 
that  two-fifths  of  the  amount  of  the  oamtal  should 
be  paid  in  at  the  time  of  subscribing.  This  would 
bring  at  once  into  the  bank,  $1,666,000  in  specie, 
and  the  residue  in  Treasury  notes  and  stot^ 
amounting  to  twelve  millions  in  the  whole.  There 
was  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  payBAcnt 
could  be  made,  at  the  time  of  subscripcion,  to  the 
full  amount  proposed ;  if  so,  the  bank  eookl  fortb- 
with  go  into  operation,  and  its  capital  would  not 
remain  inactive,  as  a  part  of  it  must  do  if  a  lev 
amount  were  payable  at  the  time 


oa. 


The  prifieiple  requiring  the  bank  to  make  a  loaa 
of  thirty  millions  to  theGtovernment  to  be  stricken 
out,  and  the  provision  respecting  the  suspension 
of  payments  in  specie,  which  appeared  to  be  in- 
separably connected  with  the  compulsory  loan, 
[0  be  also  stricken  out.  The  immediate  aid  which 
the  plan  would  afford  to  the  Gtovemment,  in  addi- 
tion CO  the  establishment  of  a  circulating  medium 
of  undoubted  credit,  would  be  In  the  issue  and 
free  circulation  of  nfieen  millions  of  Treasury 
notes  and  the  relief  to  the  slock  market  by  the 
abstraction  from  it  of  ten  millions  to  be  subscribed 
in  the  stock  of  the  bank.  The  bank  thus  to  be 
established  was  predicated  on  the  idea  of  a  specie 
bank,  on  which  principle  alone  must  forever  rest 
a  sound  circulating  medium.  There  was  no  dan- 
ger, as  had  been  frequently  observed,  bo^  wkbout 
a  reouisition  to  that  effect  in  its  charter,  the  bank 
would,  for  its  own  interests,  afford  to  the  Goyeiri- 
ment  every  assistance  and  aecomroodation  in  its 
power.  A  right  was  also  reterved  to  the  QoTeru* 
ment  to  sub^ribe  on  its  own  behalf  and  for  its 
benefit,  whenever  Congress  shall  auihocixe  it  by 
law,  five  millions  to  the  stock  of  the  bank,  pay- 
able in  certificates  of  stock  bearing  aa  interest  of 
four  per  oentum.  This  stock  it  might  sell  at^test 
advantage,  even  during  the  present  year,  it  the 
bank  went  successfully  into  operation. 

The  amendments  to  the  first  scetioo  having 
been  suted,  and  the  question  being  proponed  to 
the  House  on  that  amendment  whieh  reduces  the 
proposed  capital  from  fifty  to  thirty  millions  of 
dollars — 

Mr.  Tblpair,  of  Georgia,  being  desirous  of  fix- 
ing the  capital  of  the  baak  at  forty  millions,  %a  a 
proper  medium,  said  he  should  vote  against  ihis 
amendment  and  briefly  assigned  his  reasons  for 
so  doing. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  stated  the  reasons 
why  he  should  vote  against  this  amendmeat, 
though  willing  to  make  what  he  deemed  i«aio&- 
able  concession  to  those  who  differed  from  hioa. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  made  a  few  observa- 
tions, principally  expressive  of  a  hope  that  ihis 
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)uestioD  would  be  decided  with  as  little  debate 
IS  possible. 

Mr.  Taylor  explained  at  some  length  the  rea- 
lons,  which  had  induced  hinif  as  a  last  effort  lo 
elieve  the  finances  of  the  country  by  the  estab- 
ishment  of  a  bank,  to  consent  to  this  report,  em- 
>racinfi^  a  compromise  of  his  own  opinions.  He 
poke  at  some  length  in  explanation  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  and  of  the  advantage  which  it 
leld  forth  to  the  public  interest,  dbc. 

Mr.  F0R8TTH  briefly  stated  the  grounds  on 
vhich  he  was  opposed  to  the  report  of  tbe  eom- 
nittee,  and  preferred  the  bill  in  its  present  shape, 
f  the  amendments  preTailed,  he  contended  that 
he  will  of  the  majority  would  in  fact  be  de- 
eated,  and  a  bill  passed  on  a  plan,  of  which  the 
najoritjr  had  already  expressed  their  decided  dis- 
ipprobation. 

Mr.  McKee  spoke  at  some  length  in  defence  of 
he  report,  and  to  show  its  superiority  to  the  prea- 
iDC  features  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Irobrboll  explained  briefly  why.  although 
entertaining  a  decided  preference  for  tne  bill,  as 
t  now  stood,  he  should  vote  for  the  report  of  the 
tommittee  in  all  its  parts;  because,  being  the  re- 
ult  of  a  compromise,  if  it  were  not  accepted,  he 
ieared  do  National  Bank  would  be  established — 
I  measure  which  he  deemed  at  this  moment  abso* 
utely  indispensable. 

Mr.  Yancbt  said  he  should  give  the  report  his 
lecided  support,  and  regretted  that  any  of  his 
riends  should  act  differently.  He  considered 
he  proposed  amendments  highly  expedient,  and, 
vithal,  that,  if  they  were  not  adopted,  no  bank 
;ould  be  established  at  this  session. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  in  a  speech  of  some  length,  ex- 
>lained  the  reasons  why  he  had  been  induced  to 
tompromise  a  part  of  his  own  opinions,  in  agree- 
ng  to  this  report,  to  which  he  had  acceded  with 
ome  reluctance;  and  for  the  success  of  which  he 
lid  not  consider  himself  responsible.  Being  wil- 
ing to  lend  his  aid  to  extricate  the  Government 
rom  its  present  financial  difiiculties,  he  had 
igreed  10  this  report,  which  however  he  believed 
embraced  much  too  extensive  a  scale  for  the  pro- 
>osed  institution.  He  went  into  an  examination 
It  some  length  of  the  principles  of  banking,  prio- 
iipally  to  show  that  a  forced  loan  would  be  de- 
structive to  the  ability  or  prospects  of  any  bank. 

Mr.  F0R8TTH  replied  at  some  length  to  some 
>f  the  objections  which  had  been  made  to  the  bill 
IS  it  now  stands,  and  in  vindication  of  his  own 
)pinion;  and 

Mr.  Pearson  added  a  few  words  of  explana- 
ion  in  reply  to  a  part  of  Mr.  Forsyth's  speech. 

The  question  being  taken,  after  nearly  two 
lours  debate,  on  the  first  amendment  reported  by 
he  select  committee,  was  decided  as  follows: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Alezander,  Anderson^  Areber.  Bar- 
war,  Bard,  Bamett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts^  Bayly  of 
i^iiginla,  Bigelow,  Bines^  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bnn^miy, 
3reckenridg8,  Brigham,  Buzwell,  Butler,  Ci^ertoaw 
^alhoani  Cannon»  Champiooy  Ch^pell,  Cil^y,  Clark, 
)IendeniD,  Cioptooy  Coinatock»Coz,  Oiawfaid,  Cijeigii- 
on,  Croneh,  Oolpeper,  Cotfatet,  Bana,  Davenport, 
)aYis  of  MaaaachuMttSv  Dans  of  PemujJvaaia,  Daaka» 


Dnvall,  Earle,  Ely,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Forney* 
Oaston,  Geddes,  Oholson,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Harrwv 
Hasbronck,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Howell,  HonDphrsya* 
Hnlbert,  IngsrsoU,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  IslaDd» 
Jsckson  of  Yiiginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kenhaw,  King  of  Maasachosetts,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Msrkell, 
McKae,  McKim,  McJjean,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moors^ 
Moseley,  Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Piok« 
ering,  Pickens,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  fiotter,  John  Reed, 
WiUUm  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tea- 
nessee.  Rich,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schareman, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Sheffoy,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slay- 
maker.  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Starges,  Taggart,  Tanne- 
hill,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Troop,  Udree,  Voee,  Ward  of 
Maasachosetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whea- 
tOB,  White,  WBeox,  WUliams,  WilM>n  of  Masaacha- 
aetts,  Wmter,  Wood  and  Yaneey^lS9. 

NAva— Mesan.  Alston,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Conard, 
Denoyellea,  Eppes,  Fisk  of  Yenaont,  Fisk  ofNew  Yoik, 
Fofsg^  Franklin,  Goardm,  OtUBd,  Hall,  Hawkiai, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hobbaid,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kil* 
booro,  Lefierts,  Lyie,  Macon,  MoCor*  Muflfrse,  Nelson, 
Parker,  Ringgold,  RoanSb  Sevier,  Tel&ir,  and  Wilson 
of  Pennaylvaniar--31. 

The  other  amendmenta,  as  indicated  above  In 
Mr*  MoKrr's  remarks,  were  then  all  agreed  to— 
among  them  being  au  amendment  to  postpone 
the  opening  of  the  books  of  subaeription  to  the  laat 
instead  of  the  aeeond  Monday  in  February. 

A  motion  waa  made  by  Mr.  Qaston  further  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  atrikiag  out  that  part  of  the 
amendineat  deaeribing  the  (war)  stock  which 
shall  be  subseribable  to  the  bank,  and  insertiiiji^  in 
lieu  thereof,  **  or  in  any  of  the  public  debt  ofthe 
^  United  States  drawing  an  accruing  interest  of 
'  six  per  centum  per  annum,  cootraeied  or  to  he 
*  contracted  by  virtae  of  any  act  of  Congress  1" 
which  motion  waa  negatived. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  then  ordered,  without 
a  division,  to  he  read  a  third  lime  to-morrow. 


Satcrday,  January  7. 

Mr.  Fisk  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  hill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Brabany ;  which  was  read,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Oaklrt,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  providing  for 
the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
lands  in  the  Miaaissippi  Territory,'  **  reported  tbe 
same  with  amendments;  which  were  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '*  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  accept 
the  aervicca  of  volanteers  who  may  organize  them- 
selves, and  offer  their  services  to  the  Qovernment 
of  the  United  States,"  with  amendments ;  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  prevent  intercourse  with 
tbe  enemy  having  been  read  through- 
Mr.  Oaklrt,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the 
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bill  on  tbe  table,  to  take  op  the  Bank  bill,  the 
passage  of  which  he  feared  might  be  too  long  de- 
hyed  by  the  diseassion  which  might  arise  on 
the  bill  just  read.  This  motion  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Yancey  and  Mr.  Imgbrsoll. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  and  Rhba,  on 
the  ground  that  the  speedy  passage  of  the 
hill  just  read,  was  required  by  the  interest  and 
honor  of  the  nation,  to  arrest  the  supplies  to  the 
enemy,  and  the  loss  of  duties  on  smufffled  goods, 
which  our  revenue  officers  now  could  not,  dare 
not,  attempt  to  seize. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  prerail- 
ed,  ayes  83. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  engrossed  amendments  to  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  'Uo  incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  America,"  were  then  read,  and  the  ques- 
tion stated,  *^  Shall  this  bill  pass,  as  amended?" 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon  having  been  re- 
quired bv  Mr.  Stanford — 

Mr.  FI8K,  of  New  York,  rose  to  assign  tbe 
reasons  which  now  influenced  him  to  vote  against 
this  bill.  His  objections  were,  to  the  reduction 
of  the  capital,  and  to  the  omission  of  what  bad 
been  miscalled  the  forced  loan  feature  of  the  bill, 
which  he  considered  one  of  the  best.  The  bill, 
before  it  was  amended,  would,  he  said,  have  af- 
forded to  the  Gbvernment  a  benefit  to  the  amount 
of  twenty  millions,  but  now  would  not  afford  to 
it  a  greater  bonus  than  three  millions.  He  ob- 
jected to  the  amendments  which  had  taken  from 
the  bill  the  control  which  the  Government  ought 
to  have  over  it,  and  would  throw  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  moneyed  resources  of  the  nation 
into  the  power  of  its  political  adversaries.  There 
were  also  other  features  of  the  biU  to  which  he 
objected ;  so  strongly,  upon  the  whole,  that  he 
would  not  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr«  HAN801I,  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  regret 
to  see  any  impediment  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
biU.  He  expressed  all  the  satisfaction  he  felt  at 
being  able  on  this  occasion  to  redeem  his  pledge 
to  co-operate  with  the  majority,  in  any  measure 
which  he  could  hope  or  believe  would  be  benefi- 
cial to  the  nation.  This  bill,  in  its  present  shape, 
he  remarked,  was  the  result  of  a  compromise  pro- 
duced by  mutual  and  magnanimous  concessions, 
and  at  a  period  like  this,  of  bitter  political  an i- 
mositjr,  concessions  reflecting  equal  honor  on 
both  sides  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Grosvbnoa,  of  New  York,  assigned,  at 
some  length,  the  reason  why  he  should  vote  against 
the  bill.  He  expressed,  in  a  feeling  manner,  his 
regret  at  being  compelled  to  vote,  on  this  occa- 
sion, against  so  many  of  those  with  whom  he 
had  heretofore  acted  in  opposition  to  the  mea- 
aures  of  this  Administration.  His  objections  were 
more  to  the  time  when  and  purposes  for  which  a 
bank  is  to  be  established,  than  to  the  features  of 
this  bill,  to  some  of  which  he  objected.  He  de- 
nied that  it  could  be  a  specie  bank,  or  that  the 
bank  would  ever  be  able  to  get  a  million  of  its 
notes  into  circulation.    The  Government  relying 


I  upon  it  would  be  disappointed^  mod  ruin  sooa 
stare  them  in  the  face.    He  denied  the  operation 
upon  himself  of  the  argument  that  this  was  a 
lesser  evil  than  what  might  be  aabstilvted  for  it 
if  it  did  not  pass.    He  would  not,  he  said,  em- 
brace this  evil  in  order  to  avoid  a.  greater  which 
might  not  happen ;  he  would   never,  h«  said, 
adopt  a  principle  looking  towards  that  which 
imports  that  the  end  may  justify  the  oaeaBs. 

Mr.  TaLFAia,  of  Georgia,  stated  the  nasons 
why,  although  he  decidedly  approved  of  tke  bill 
which  had  Men  first  before  the  House,  he  should 
yet  vote  for  this  bill.  He  was  seriously  co&Tiie- 
ed,  he  said,  that  under  the  present  embama- 
ment  of  our  circulating  medium,  and  of  the  fiscal 
concerns  of  the  nation,  that  a  bank  was  indis- 
pensable; and,  though  the  system  now  before 
the  House  was  one,  the  details  of  which  he  conid 
not  approve,  he  would  vote  for  it  as  a  last  resort 
He  frankly  intimated  his  hope  that  the  otto 
House  would  propose  some  modification  of  the 
amendmenu  of  this  House,  that  would  render 
the  compromise  of  opinion  more  equitable  than 
as  it  now  stood.  Mr.  T.  went  into  a  geaeral  ex- 
amination of  the  principles  and  history  of  bank- 
ing, principally  to  show  that  banks  founded  on 
the  credit  of  Governments  and  on  public  stocks 
had  not  been  as  generally  unsuccMsful  as  had 
been  contended  ;  and  he  then  compared  tbe  pre- 
sent system  with  that  which  came  from  the 
Senate,  to  the  latter  of  which  he  gave  a  decided 
preference. 

Mr.  Inobam,  of  Pennsylvania,  believed,  he  said, 
a  National  Bank  to  be  essentiallf  necessary  to 
give  relief  to  the  present  embarrassed  sute  of 
things.    Believing  this  bill  would  coairtbnte  in 
some  degree  to  relieve  the  national  waois^  it 
would  receive  his  vote,  though  reloctanUy  ;  and 
he  wished  it  to  be  disunctly  undenlood,  char  in- 
stead of  its  beinff  a  preferred  measure,  he  consid- 
ered the  first  bilT  as  more  efilcieat  Mad  calculated 
to  give  the  Government  all  it  wanted.    The  vote 
of  tbe  House  this  day,  he  said,  would  be  no  test 
of  the  excellence  of  this  system,  or  even  of  the 
approbation  of  it  by  the  House— the  question  be- 
ing whether  the  House  would  Uke  this  oi  no 
bank.    Mr.  I.  made  a  statement  of  the  compara- 
tive advanUges  and  disadvantages  of  the  two 
plansL  giving  the  decided  superiority  to  theorigi- 
nalplan. 

The  question  on  the  final  passage  of  this  bill 
was  then  decided— yeas  120,  nays  38,  as  follows : 

YsAs — Meters.  Alexander,  Abtont  Andanon,  Bar- 
nett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bines»  Breekan- 
ridge,  Brigham,  Biown,  Bntler,  Capeitoot  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Cannon»  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  ClMMk, 
Clendenin,  Comstoek,  Conard,  Cooper,  Coz,  Craighlo&« 
Croncfa,  Colpeper,  Cathbert,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davia 
of  Maasachuaettfl,  Daviaof  PennsjlTsnia,  Dnvall,  Eaile, 
Ely,  FaiTOw,  Findley,  Piak  of  Vennont,  Foniey,  Por- 

Sth,  Gaaton,  Geddea,  Gholaon,  Hale,  Hansoo,  Hazm, 
asbronek,  Hawes,  Hawkma,  Henderson,  Hopk^ 
of  Kentucky,  Howell,  Hnngerlhrd,  Holbert,  IngcnoA, 
Ini^iam,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  laland,  Kent  of  Sww 
Yotk,  Kent  of  Maiylaad,  KerT»  Kenhsw,  KSftona, 
Kfaig  of  North  CaroUna»  LefiertB,Lovett,  Lowndes, 
MaifltaU,  McCoy,  MeKee,  McKia,  McLean,  Mealtnm* 
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try,  Moon,  MoMl«y,  Oakley,  Omiby,  Pctnoo,  Piek- 
■ring,  PickeM,  Pitkin,  PleaMiits,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
^illlaai  fiaed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennea- 
ee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schaie- 
lan,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Shenrood,  Shipherd, 
Haymaker,  Smith  of  New  Yoik,  Smith  of  PennsyW^- 
ia,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Storgee,  Taggart,  Tannehill, 
*aylor,  Telfair,  Thompeon,  Udree,  Voee,  Ward  of 
lassachoaetta.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whea- 
m,  White,  Williams,  Winter,  Wood,  and  Yancey. 
Nat8 — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachosetts,  Bojrd, 
(radbury,  Barwell,  Clopton,  Crawford,  Denoyelles, 
^esha,  Bppes,  Bvans,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Franklin, 
lonrdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hall,  Habbard,  Hnm- 
hreys,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
acky,  Kennedy,  King  of  Massachosetto,  Law,  Lewis, 
«yle,  Macon,  Mnrfirae,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker, 
toane,  Seybert,  Stanford,  Strong,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
f  assachnsette,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

80  the  bill  was  passed. 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

Mr.  LaW|  of  CooDectieat,  submitted  the  fol- 
owing  resolation : 

Reaohed^  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
e  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezoedieney  of  eztend- 
ig  the  several  laws  authorising  the  issuing  of  Trea- 
ary  notes,  in  such  manner  as  to  make  them  receivable 
1  payment  in  all  cases  of  fines,  forfeitures,  penalties, 
nd  executions,  which  may  accrue,  be  due  or  owing 
)  the  United  Stetes ;  and  also,  to  extend  the  said  laws 
0  ss  to  make  Treasury  notes  receivable  in  payment 
>r  texes  due  to  the  United  Stetes  from  any  number 
f  persons  who  may  unite  for  that  purpose,  and  report 
tiereon. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  desired  to  know  the 
ibject  of  this  motion.  It  appeared  to  him,  on 
he  first  view,  that  it  would  introdoee  a  specula* 
ion  in  the  GK>7erament  paper,  immoral  io  itself, 
ind  injurious  to  the  puf^llc  credit.  Every  indi- 
idnal  was  by  existing  laws  authorized  to  pay 
lis  pariieolar  taxes  in  Treasury  notes. 

Mr.  Law  said,  his  object  was  not  to  encourage 
peculation,  but  to  enable  the  people  to  pay  their 
axes  upon  an  equal  footing.  At  present,  if  several 
)erson8  having  taxes  to  pay  can  make  up  the 
)recise  amount  they  owe  in  Treasury  notes,  the 
scUectors  will  not  receive  them,  alleging  that 
hey  are  so  instructed  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
nent.  Treasury  notes  were  not  now  issued  of 
toy  denomination  less  than  twenty  dollars;  and 
^et,  if  two  persons  owing  ten  dollars  each,  ten- 
lered  such  a  note  in  payment,  (be  collector  would 
lot  receive  it.  The  consequence  of  which  is, 
bat  such  persons  have  to  procure  s[>ecie  to  pay 
heir  taxes,  nothing  else  being  receivable.  He 
lad,  therefore,  thought  it  would  be  advisable  that 
.he  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  should  in- 
|uire  into  the  subjecL 

Mr.  BiOBLOW,  of  Massachusetts,  confirmed  the 
(tatemcDt  of  Mr.  Law,  having  received,  as  he 
laid,  several  letters  from  his  district  of  the  same 
report.  He  had  understood  that  the  Secretary 
)f  the  Treasury  complained  that  all  the  taxes 
vere  paid  in  Treasury  notes.  He  knew  not  how 
ibat  could  be,  as  he  knew  that  most  of  the  taxes, 
tk  his  district  at  least,  were  paid  in  other  money ; 


ottless  that  the  collectors  receive  the  taxes  ia 
good  money,  and  instead  of  paying  it  into  the 
Treasury,  make  use  of  it  to  buy  in  Treasury 
notes  at  a  discount  to  pa^  into  the  Treasury,  and 
make  a  profit  from  the  difibrence. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
the  motion  so  as  to  strike  out  that  part  of  it  au- 
thorizing associations  for  payioff  taxes  in  Treas- 
ury notes.  He  stated  his  knowledge  of  the  fact, 
that  the  Treasury  Department  had  it  in  contem- 
plation to  issue  notes  of  a  smaller  denomination 
than  those  now  in  circulation,  which  would  ob- 
viate altogether  the  diflieulty  the  gentleman  de- 
sired to  remedy. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Potter, 
Batlibs,  and  Law. 

Mr.  F18K,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the  re- 
solve on  the  table;  which  motion  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Bppbs,  and  agreed  to.  61  to  56. 


Monday,  January  9. 

Mr.  Ingbbsoll  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, prayiug  for  thepassaffe  of  a  law  establishing 
an  uniform  system  or  banKruptcy  throughout  the 
United  States. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  an  uniform 
system  of  Bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Lattimorb  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  a  law  may  be  passed  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  additional  Judge  for  that  part  of  the 
Territory  which  lies  east  of  Pearl  river. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Easton, 

Retolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire,  if  any,  what,  fur- 
ther provisions,  by  law,  are  expedient  to  be  made 
for  ratifying  the  unconfirmed  claims  to  land  in 
the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and  to  provide  for 
their  location. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire,  if  any,  what,  al- 
terations or  amendments  are  necessary  to  be  made 
in  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  final  adjust- 
meat  of  land  titles  io  the  State  of  Louisiana  and 
Territory  of  Missouri." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Revisal  and 
Uafiaished  Business  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  House  a  bill  tocontinue  in 
force  the  act  **  declaring  the  coosenl  of  Congress  to 
aa  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  passed  on  tha 
13th  of  December,  1804^  e8tabii*hing  the  fees  of 
the  harbor  master  and  health  officer  of  the  porta 
of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's."  being  a  part  of  the 
uafinisked  busioess  of  the  last  session  of  Coa- 
gress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kilbourn, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  and  petition  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  relating 
to  the  protection  of  the  Northwestern  frontier, 
and  sundry  memorials  of  the  citizeos  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  west  of  the  AUeghauy  motiauins,  upon 
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the  same  sabjecty  which  were  presented  to  this 
House  At  the  last  session  and  referred,  be  again 
referred  to  the  committee  hariog  that  subject 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  Yancby  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Perkins ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
^  mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  ^  to  aathorizs  the  President  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States  to  accept  the  serricesof  Tolunteers 
who  mhy  associate  and  organize  themseWes,  and 
offer  their  services  to  the  Gtovernment  of  the 
United  States,"  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
built,  equipped,  and  employed,  one  or  more  float- 
ing batteries,  for  the  defence  of  the  waters  of  the 
United  States ;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Schultz  and  Voffeler 
and  others,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Doyle;  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  H.  Washington ;  and 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Robinson  and 
others,  severally  passed  through  Committees  of 
the  Whole  and  wer^  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

A  bill  for  quitting  and  adjusting  claims  to  land 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory  occupied«the  remain- 
der of  the  day;  and  the  Committee  obtained 
leave  to  sit  ngain  thereon. 

THE  NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  William  Rbbo,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  18ih  of  March  last,  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any  what,  means  of  re- 
trenchment and  economy,  and  of  reform  in  the 
general  management,  and  of  extension  and  effi- 
ciency in  the  Naval  Establishment,  may  be  prac- 
ticable and  expedient,  made  a  detailed  report; 
which  was  read,  and  is  as  follows : 

That,  having  considersd  the  sevsral  important  sub- 
jects referred  to  them,  they  do  not  deem  it  useftil  to 
exhibit  to  the  House  a  detail  of  the  various  abuses 
which  have  prevailed  in  the  Naval  Establishment. 
Such  a  detail,  though  it  might  lead  to  the  detection  of 
individual  delinquents,  would  not  aiibrd  redre«  for 
former  abuses  or  prevent  their  repetition ;  for  it  was 
obvious  to  prour  committee  that  these  abuses  were 
either  sanctioned  hy  the  forms  of  law,  or,  for  the  want 
of  adequate  provisions  and  penalties  in  the  law,  must 
fsmain  unpunished.  After  having  examined  and 
availed  themselves  of  the  labors  of  their  predecessors 
In  their  investigations,  made  under  die  direction  of 
this  House,  and  referred  to  this  committee,  they  have 
concluded  that  it  is  nnnecsasaiy  and  unprofitable  ftirw 
tber  to  extend  that  investigation,  and  that  it  would  be 
more  satiafoctorv  to  the  House,  and  moie  promotive 
of  the  object  of  their  appointmentt  to  limit  their  ef- 
forts to  *<  a  reform  in  the  general  manageaent  of  this 
establishment."'  Under  a  full  conviction  that  the  ex- 
perience of  this  war  has  already  satisfied  the  most 
scrupalous  of  the  ability  of  this  country  to  creete 


and  equip  a  naval  foice,  cswpetent  not  oaly  te  thi 
defence  of  our  extensive  maritime  frontaar,  but  alao  for 
the  great  annoyance  of  a  foreign  enemy ;  and  thst 
sQch  a  force  is  now  equally  demanded  I7  emj  aee- 
tion  of  our  country,  as  indispensable  for  its  secozity ; 
the  committee  have  likewise  deemed  it  unneeessary 
to  go  into  an  aigoment  to  show  the  pisiaistj  of  be- 
stowing upon  this  branch  of  our  nstmnal  farce*  that 
measure  of  increase  and  support  whidi  its  bittaat  ex- 
ploits on  the  ocean  and  00  the  lakes,  and  its  ffteieocy 
m  annoying  the  trade  of  the  enemj,  dnring  ikii  war, 
und«r  all  the  abuses  to  which  it  has  been  exposed, 
have  shown,  should  only  be  limited  by  osr  means 

The  opimon  that  has  existed  from  the  fint  estahliA- 
ment  of  this  Dq>artment,  and  been  dedaxvd  sneeess* 
ivaly  by  almoet  every  Secrftaiy,  that  the  dmiea  incam- 
bent  on  them  vrere  giealer  and  more  diiiiaiiiiil  thm 
the  asest  capable  and  laborions  oonU  diachaige,  wife 
honor  to  himstif  and  jnstice  to  the  nation,  led  fee 
committee  to  an  examination  of  the  system  as  now 
eetabiiahed,  and  the  abuses  that  resulted  from  it.  ia 
proeecution  of  this  examination,  fepecialfy  on  thst 
part  which  applies  to  the  detail  of  serviee,  they  ha^ 
principally  rdied  on  the  information  derived  from  tht 
mtelligent  and  experienced  oflicers  of  the  Navy,  whoa 
they  have  alwavs  found  ready  and  desiions  of  girrag 
all  the  information  in  their  power.  By  the  inforautien 
obtained  from  this  and  other  sooroes,  tfie  oommittse  sie 
convinced  that  most,  if  not  all  the  abuses  eomphined 
of  are  attributable  to  tiiree  distinct  causes  : 

First.  The  excessive  and  kborious  duties  of  the 
Secretaiy. 

Second.  The  want  of  sufiicient  checks  upon,  and  the 
consequent  irresponsibility  of,  subordinate  agents. 

Third.  The  great  latitude  allowed  commandenia 
altering,  repairing,  and  fumisfaing  their  ships. 

It  is  presumed  to  be  unneoessaiy  to  cSSBsr  to  the 
House  any  further  evidence  of  this  statement  than  is 
contained  In  the  following  extract  from  the  r^mrt  of 
the  late  Secrelaiy  of  the  Navy,  made  te  the  Senate  of 
the  Unitsd  Sutas  on  the  Ifth  Novambsr  isst: 

**  Bnt  regulatioiisy  however  cenect  and  adequate  to 
the  end,  become  nugatory  or  won%  nnlem  the  antheri- 
ty  and  the  means  aie  oo-exteasivs  and  caByetsni  to 
enforce  the  execution  or  punish  the  violation  tbaiwaC. 
This  may  account  for  the  nea  itrislenre  o€  many 
wholesome  regulations  in  the  aril  adminiatxatMn  ii 
the  Navy  of  the  United  BtiOeB,  and  for  the  imperfect 
execution  of  those  which  exist.  Brsadksa  of  the  lat- 
ter too  freqnentlv  escape  with  impunity,  from  the 
imposribility  of  the  Head  of  the  Department  taking 
cognixance  of  all  the  multifeiious  concerns  of  the 
establishment" 

Great  and  obvious  as  the  defects  in  this  ostabEsh- 
ment  are  by  all  confessed  to  be,  the  committee  have 
felt  no  little  anxiety  as^to  the  best  mode  of  correcting 
them.  Desirous  equally  of  avoiding  the  opposite  er- 
rors, of  rashly  chsnging  fron\  one  system  to  soother 
without  an  attempt  to  correct  known  abuses,  or  load- 
ing it  with  formal  but  inefficient  appendages,  whkli 
more  frequently  encumber  then  relieTe,  or  give  energy 
to  its  operations ;  and  concurring  in  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  the  late  Secretaiy,  in  the  report  before  re- 
ferred to,  that  a  board,  composed  of  intelfigcnt  sad 
experienced  officers,  in  sid  of  the  executive  of  thm 
Department,  would  most  afiectually  accomplish  this 
object,  and  if  properly  organised,  avoid  the  i]sa|<iin 
from  too  great  innoration  on  one  hand  and  iaeftei- 
ency  on  the  other,  they  directed  a  copy  of  this  icpett 
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o  be  forwarded  to  every  eeptun  io  the  Navy  of  Uie 
[Jnited  States,  with  the  annexed  eircnlar,  mmed  A. 
Prom  the  anewen  thereto,  which  invariably  approve 
he  general  design,  it  was  tiioQght  unneceManr  to  pab« 
ish  more  than  thoae  which  contained  particnkr  obeer- 
'atione  upon  the  plan  submitted.  These  are  annexed* 
lombered  1  to  8. 

From  iheee  materials,  collected  from  intelligent  and 
iiactical  sources,  the  committee  have  endeavored  to  di- 
gest a  plan  which,  they  unanimously  beliove,  if  adopt- 
id,  will  immediately  correct  many  of  the  abuses  com* 
flained  of,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  an  improved 
ystam  for  the  management  of  this  Department*  They, 
berefore,  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
wo  bills  accompanying  this  report. 

A.— [Cir«#/lar.] 

Wasbihotov,  Nov,  17, 1814. 

8ia :  I  am  directed,  by  the  committee  appointed  un- 
ler  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
idopted  on  the  15th  of  March  last,  '*  authorixiog  and 
lirecting  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  and  practica- 
lility  of  reform  in  the  Naval  Department  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States,"  to  forward  for  your  examination  a  letter 
rom  the  Secretary  of  the  iNavy  to  the  Senate  of  the 
Jnited  States"  of  the  18th,  communicating  his  views 
nd  plans  for  effecting  this  object ;  and  to  request  you 
9  fiivor  the  committee  trith  your  opinion  of  the  plan 
TOposed  by  the  Secretary,  and  to  suggest  such  addi- 
lons  and  alterations  as  shall  appear  to  you  necessary 
»r  attaining  this  desirable  object. 

With  respect  I  am,  sir,  your  veiy  obedient  servant. 

No.1. 

ybaervaiumif  nUnniUed  to  the  Naval  CommtUeet  on 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  SoH' 
ate  of  the  UnitedStaiee,  dated  the  16th  November^ 
1814,  relaiwe  to  the  better  orgamzatien  of  the  Navy 
of  the  VmUd  Statee. 

I  should,  for  the  reasons  which  follow,  recommend 
hree  inelead  of  five  Navy  inepectors ;  that  they  be 
aken  from  the  gaptainT  in  the  Navy ;  and  that  the 
tffieer  of  the  oldest  d«U  ef  oooMMssion  should  presides 
at.  I  believe  that  three  inspectors  aie  adequate  to  the 
lerformanoe  of  tho  duties  contemplated,  and  this  nnm* 
»er  will  be  suflbient  Io  form  a  quonim.  If  it  siMald 
>e  said,  that,  by  confining  the  board  to  the  number  of 
hree,  it  mifj^  be  rendered  ineompetent  by  the  death 
»r  disability  of  a  member,  it  may  be  replied,  that,  while 
he  President  haethe  power  «f  smpplying  the  defioieney 
rom  the  ceptainsin  tlie  Navy,  thiii  objeelioa  can  have 
to  force,  id.  I  recommend  the  appointtneml  of  Navy 
Moen  in  praforence  to  gentlemen  out  of  the  Navy, 
vho  m^  be  skilled  in  naval  a&iia,  because,  in  asdenoe 
n  which,  of  aH  others,  experience  has  set  theory  at  de- 
innoe,  praetieal  men  only  should  be  allowed  to  act; 
ind  I  umly  believe  the  oAcers  of  the  Navy,  after 
nnny  years  of  experience  in  the  naval  service  and  of 
»nstant  reflection  on  the  subject,  are  better  qualified 
i>  execute  the  duties  required  than  any  other  diarae- 
»rs.  9d.  The  officer  whose  commission  is  of  the  eld- 
5st  date  should  preside,  because,  1^  such  an  arrange- 
ment, no  ofience  could  be  given  to  individual  fooling, 
uid  that  union  and  harmony  would  be  preserved  whidi 
ure  so  necessaiy  to  insure  a  co-operation  of  mind  and 
ftctioo. 

2d.  I  should  recommend  the  following  alteration  in 
the  fourth  section :  Instead  of  the  Secrets^  of  the 


Navy  prepvinff  the  rules  and  reguUMions  for  conduct* 
inf  the  businees  of  the  naval  oonstnietor's  departmettti 
that  that  duty  be  assigned  to  the  board  of  inspecton, 
who  would  always  be  profeerional  men,  and  thereby 
judges  of  the  matter.  And  it  might  hi^pen  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  would  not  be  a  nautical  char- 
acter. 

dd«  The  respective  duties,  designated  in  &^e  daasee, 
it  appears  to  me  would  be  much  better  conducted  un- 
der Uie  general  direction  of  the  board  than  could  be 
done  under  the  separate  direction  of  the  respectiw 
member^  inasmuch  as  the  greater  part  of  the  duties 
detailed  therein  aro  specified  in  the  general  duties  of 
the  board,  and  the  whole  are  placed  under  its  control ; 
and  more  eepedal^  ae  a  oonslderahle  part  would  re- 
quire, for  the  public  interest,  the  united  talente  of  the 
board.  And  should  it  be  found,  from  experienoei 
which  is  tha  only  test,  that  a  select  distribution  of  du- 
ties ought  to  be  made  among  the  members  of  the  boards 
with  due  deierence  I  suggest  that  the  board  wonld 
be  enabled,  from  actual  experiment,  to  recommend  the 
best  dassification  of  duties  for  sudi  inspeelor.  A 
system  so  complicated  and  extensive  as  a  perfect  or- 
ganization of  the  civil  department  of  the  navy  cannot 
be  expected,  even  under  the  direction  of  the  best 
talents,  to  be  the  work  of  a  day.  But  the  want  of 
some  uniform  system  in  the  Naval  Department  of  our 
country  has  evidently  manifested  itself;  and  the  adop* 
tion  of  the  general  nrindplea  for  such  a  system,  as 
recommended  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
I  doubt  not  would  be  attended  with  the  most  favor- 
able result 

WM.  BAINBBIDGB. 

No.  3. 

Ujiitsd  Statxs'  FnioATB  CoverrTCTiov, 
Boeton  Harbor^  Naoember  86, 1814. 

SiE :  I  received  the  honor  of  yonr  eirenlar  letter  of 
the  17th  instant,  endodnf  a  report  of  the  honovuMe 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  honorable  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  rdating  to  theo^gunimtionof  thoNayy 
Depaitment  Yon  exprem  a  daaire  that  the  commit- 
tee may  be  ppssessed  of  my  opinion  of  the  plan  pro- 
poeod,  and  that  I  should  anggeel  sndi  additions  and 
alteratione  as  may  appear  to  me  neeemary  for  attain- 
ing so  dedraUe  an  object 

It  appears  to  me,  sir,  and  Is  my  ophrion,  that  the 
plan  proposed  by  the  report  will  contribute  towarde  the 
desired  end,  but  I  do  not  think  it  calcolaled  to  obtala 
the  whole  olject  proneeed  by  Conneesi  Viewing  it 
as  an  anxiliaiy  to  the  Navy  Depirtment,  it  will  un- 
queatioDobly  foeilitata  the  eperataens  and  relieve  the 
officers  of  that  Department  from  much  of  the  detail 
duties,  which  all  nuMt  be  aware  are  too  extensive  and 
divemified  fat  any  one  person  to  discharge  with  neem 
sary  and  due  attentieo.  Wo  nniet  also  be  aware  how 
diffieoltf  it  is  to  change  a  svatem  once  began,  aad 
whoae  hmie  is  not  eelabilshed  on  the  best  foundation^ 
though  it  should  afterwards  be  found  inadequate  to 
theolgect 

If  we  eonpare  this  now  and  younf  nation,  lidng  in 
the  Weetem  hemiqihere,  and  progrsssinff  towards  a 
lenith  of  greatness  which  may  cast  a  shade  over  eome 
of  the  oldest  and  moot  enlightened  nations  of  the  Bast* 
en,  to  a  young  man  oommendng  life,  with  the  expe- 
rience of  his  predecessors,  whereby  to  regulate  his 
conduct  and  economy,  would  not  his  error  strike  ua 
forcibly,  on  obeerving  him  erocting  tempomry  struo- 
two  aft^r  structure,  instead  of  lauoig  on  aohd  firanda- 
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tions  thegroand  woric  of  hit  fatare  comfort  and  pros* 
perity,  wiiich  would  bid  deftanoe  to  time,  and  oovid 
only  bo  ahakon  by  the  general  wreck  of  thingi  1  Pre- 
•nming  the  Legiilatare  wiah  to  establiah  the  marine  of 
thia  country  on  the  beat  poaaible  foundation,  and  cal- 
culated to  be  conducted  with  the  greateat  economy  in 
all  its  various  branches,  I  do  apprehend  the  plan  sub- 
mitted will  not  be  found  to  eflect  that  object,  and  will 
foil  far  abort  of  the  end  contemplated. 

Of  the  first  section,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  re- 
mark, that  it  would  be  injudicious  to  destroy  the  de- 
partment, but  highly  essential  to  reorganise  it 

The  second  section  provides  %,yr%  inspectors  of  the  Navy, 
to  form  a  sort  of  navy  board,  which  will  contribute  no 
further  than  to  nlieve  the  department  from  some  of 
the  detail  service,  and  shaiing  with  it  certain  portions 
of  the  responsibility.  The  principal  objection  to  a 
board  of  inspectors  constituted  as  l  approhend,  arises 
fkom  its  not  combining  the  varietf  and  necessary  prac- 
tical knowledge  and  information  among  ito  members 
requisito  on  many  important  subjects  tiiat  trill  come 
before  them. 

The  assigning  to  individuals  of  the  board  of  inspec- 
tors (as  contemplated  by  the  third  section)  distinct 
eontrol  o^et^  ana  responsibility  for,  spedfie  portions  of 
the  service,  can  and  will  answer  no  purpose  whatever, 

The  proririons  of  the  fourth  section  will  be  highly 
essential  at  all  events. 

Section  the  fifth  may  or  may  not  be  requisite;  in 
the  latter  case  the  office  could  at  any  time  be  created. 

Sections  six  and  seven  will  only  be  requisite  if  the 
plan  is  adopted. 

As  the  principal  features  in  the  plan  of  the  bill  pro- 
posed ara  contamed  in  the  section  providing  the  board 
of  inspectors,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  remark,  in 
support  of  my  objection  above,  that  the  dutiea  contem- 
platad  to  be  assigned  to  this  board  woukl  require,  at 
least,  one  member  in  it  conversant  with  each  of  the 
important  branehea  of  the  eetoblishment.  The  draw- 
ing up  all  themlea  and  regulations  for  each  branch  of 
the  service;  tbe  examination  of  all  the  officers  below 
the  rank  of  masters  commandant  fbr  appointments  or 
promotion ;  the  adopting  models,  for  vessels  of  war  to 
be  cnated  from;  the  planning  and  arranging  their 
iBteniai  apartmento ;  the  eztemal  equipment  and  arma- 
ment; the  arranging  the  proper  storea  for  a  given  time 
for  each  department;  the  regulatittg  dock  yards,  navy 
yurds,  fonndfiesy  dec.,  demand  the  oombined  telento 
und  profeasional  experience  of  men  conveisant  with 
the  difisrent  profoaHons.  By  nfoiring  to  my  letter  of 
the  80th  of  January,  1818,  to  the  honorable  Langdon 
Qhevea,  you  will  observe  1^  the  plan  of  a  board  then 
pqMsed  that  I  had  thoee  objecto  in  view,  and  thero- 
fora  oonstituted  it  of  such  charaetom  and  profaasions 
■s  axe  essential  to  give  every  subject  submitted  to  them 
a  foir  and  professional  examination.  The  abov^  duties 
osnprise  almost  the  whole  economy  of  the  establish- 
inent,and  form  a  subject  of  the  first  importance  to  the 


With  respect  to  the  flotilla,  it  ought  either  to  form 
a  part  of  the  navy,  and  be  subject  to  ito  rules,  regula- 
tions, and  economy)  and  be  under  the  superintendence 
ud  control  generally  of  the  Navy  Dmvtment  and 
Navy  Board,  or  else  be  entirely  separated  therefrom. 

One  great  source  of  expendituro  and  inconvenience 
to  the  naval  service  arises  from  the  short  enlistment  of 
our  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  boys,  and  the  prin- 
cipal cause  which  would  defeat  any  particular  o^ect 
or  expedition  of  our  marine,  moro  so  than  any  im- 


agined deficiency  of  seamen.     Doiin^  psurt  of  our  wir 
irith  Tripoli,  the  crows  wero  enlietea  only  fbr  oat 
year ;  the  consequence  was,  that  a  ship  coold  scaioefj 
arrive  at  her  stotion,  and  have  time  to  orgaoiae  ber 
crew,  before  she  was  obliged  to  retara  and  d&Khmrgt 
them.    The  term  of  enlistment  novr  is  two  yean ;  bat 
sndi  is  the  difficulty  of  getting  men,  for  tbc  sbuI/  paj 
and  bounty  allowed,  compared  with  what  they  can  get 
in  other  service,  and  the  ship  Is  wo  long'  dehjed  in  pro- 
curing her  complement,  that  the  times  of  one  hsif  expire 
befiNv  the  crew  is  completed.    The  indooemoiis  given 
to  fiO  the  ranks  of  the  Army  betn^  much  gretfff  than 
that  of  the  Navy,  many  seamen  have  joined  it;  vosie, 
fnm.  necessity,  have  gone  into  foreign  eeivice,  sad  ue 
even  navigating  the  cemmeroe  of  the  enemy ;  may 
an  in  the  private  armed  ahips  and  privateers,  owisf 
to  the  exclusive  advantages  given  them  over  the  Nny. 
By  this  means  the  glory  and  maritime  reputotian  tf 
the  nation  is  made  to  yield  to  the  ingiorioos  wiifiR 
of  plunder,  which  deeply  affecto  some  individoab  of 
the  enemy,  but  makes  only  a  small  impression  on  the 
nation  at  large ;  some  are  locked  up  in  the  prisoni  4 
our  foe,  who  is  aware  of  the  short  period  of  their  cnlirt- 
ment>  and  is  wary  enough  to  detain  them  from  ex- 
change until  their  term  of  service  expires,  when  tm 
Government  can  no  longer  coounand  their  aerrieo. 
l^e  frequency  of  changing  men  from  the  ship  tlief 
select  to  cruise  in,  to  another,  or  into  difiisrent  mvice, 
such  as  the  lakes  and  flotilla,  contributea  modi  to  im- 
pede  the  recruiting  service.    When  the  above  csases 
are  considered,  it  is  only  wonderful  that  nnj  men  can 
be  procured  for  our  ships  of  war.    The  registering  sod 
classing  of  the  seamen  of  die  United  Stetee  wonU  pio- 
duce  much  good,  but  the  compulsory  oonunaod  of 
their  services  would  produce  much  evil,  end  shooU 
only  be  reeorted  to  in  the  moat  extreme  nemsiity. 
None  will  serve  so  well  as  those  vrho  serve  votaatarily. 
To  this  account  may  be  placed  much  of  our  supsiioaty 
ovsr  the  British,  which  haa  hitherto  baflied  all  their 
boasted  advantoges  of  experienoa,  skill,   and  long 
practice. 

With  respect  to  a  naval  aeadasBy,  (he  best  sohooi 
fbr  the  instruction  of  youth  in  the  prafesmm  im  the 
deck  of  a  ship,  prssuming  that  aons  would  be  oOeied 
or  received  into  the  ssrvica  as  miUipssen  whose  edu- 
cation had  not  been  auoh  as  toic  them  for  officeia,  and 
calculated  for  gentlemen.  To  derive  advantage  from 
expenditure^  and  induce  that  oorps  of  olheera  to  pujsue 
their  profeoaion,  in  time  of  peace,  through  private  ser- 
viee,  I  woald  allow  no  half  paj  to  midshipmen,  except 
for  such  term  as  they  can  produce  a  journal  oC  thur 
voyages^  and  certificates  of  the  master  or  owner  of  the 
veesel,  conntsraigaedby  thsooUeclorofthepoit.  By 
thia  moans  many  will  be  audnoed  to  pursue  that  catt- 
ing to  acquire  the  essential  knowledge  of  eeamanship, 
the  properties  of  difierent  spedes  of  vessels,  an  aoquaim- 
ance  and  fomiliarity  with  coasts,  countries,  and  na- 
tions ;  a  knowledge  of  their  marine^  commeiee,  and 
fertreasea;  the  genius  of  the  people,  and  their  lai^uage; 
which  would  be  essentiai  to  them  as  officers,  and  im- 
portant to  the  nation.  It  would  enable  them  to  fana 
a  true  estimato  of  the  requisite  force  for  the  attack  sf 
any  point,  place,  or  object,  and  the  eeaaona  beat  calca- 
lated  for  expeditiona  and  enterprises^  with  the  least 
hasard  to  themselves,  when  they  should  be  called  lo 
execute  the  object,  or  plant  the  standard  of  our  I  won 
over  the  humbled  foe. 

The  love  of  country  and  patriotiam  of  the  seamen 
of  the  United  States  stand  unrivalled,  or  only  squalled 
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ty  their  intrepidity  and  penwreniiee  in 
ranuita,  and  their  ralor  in  naral  combat  We  aee 
hem  encoontering  all  the  honon  of  the  enemy'e 
irieoDs,  the  priTation  of  liberty  and  comlbrtable  enp- 
N>rt,  in  preference  to  bearing  arme  against  their 
lountry :  impreceed  (during  a  state  of  peace  with  as) 
•n  board  the  British  ships  of  war,  and,  by  oppression, 
ompelled  to  serre  them  against  other  enemies,  they 
obmitted  with  patience  to  their  mialbrtane ;  bat,  when 
hey  heard  of  the  war  with  their  own  coantiy,  no  in- 
[ucement  or  force  could  prevail  on  them  to  take  arms 
gainst  her.  Sir,  the  Navy  looks  up  to  the  OoTem- 
dent,  with  confidence,  for  its  fostenng  care,  and  the 
lation  trusts  that  they  will  place  this  important  and 
issential  national  force  on  a  systematic  and  solid 
oundation,  that  it  may  progress  to  maturity  by  gra* 
lual  and  regular  augmentation.  Although  it  may 
iresent  to  the  enemies  of  our  country  a  front  too  form- 
dable  for  them  to  penetrate,  it  never  can  be  rendered 
I  machine  to  menace  the  Constitution  or  liberties  of 
>ur  country;  it  will  at  all  timea  strengthen  the  arm  of 
3ovemment»  bind  the  Union  toge^er,  protect  our 
x>ast  and  harbors  from  blockade,  menace,  or  insult, 
»ur  commerce  from  plunder,  and  our  citizens  from  the 
ilavery  and  dungeons  of  Barbery. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  yoar 
ibedient  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  STEWART. 

No.  8. 

Natt  Yaed,  PoaTsxouTH,  Nov.  30, 1814. 

Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
he  17th  instant,  covering  a  letter  from  the  honorable 
;he  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  dated  the  17th  instant,  communicating  his 
dews  and  plan  of  effecting  a  reform  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Naval  Department,  and  requesting  my 
opinion  thereon. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  have  examined 
the  letter,  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  plans,  generally, 
proposed  by  the  honorable  Secretary,  are  such  as 
would,  if  carried  into  effect,  go  far  towards  effecting 
the  object  so  much  wished  for,  particularly  as  it  re- 
ipects  the  establishment  of  a  Navy  Board.  It  would 
be  presumption  in  me  to  propose  additions  or  altera- 
tions of  a  plan  proposed  by  the  honorable  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  with  the  knowledge  he  has  of  naval 
affairs,  and  the  means  he  possesses  of  getting  at  the 
transactions  of  every  branch  of  the  establishment ;  I 
can,  therefore,  only  say,  in  general  terms,  that  I  think 
the  changes  in  the  Navy  Establishment,  proposed  by 
him,  are  such  as  will  remedy  many  of  the  evils  that 
now  eiist.  If,  however,  it  is  not  Uiought  absolutely 
necessary  to  make  the  proposed  changes  immediatdy, 
(and  it  would  not  be  thought  presumption  in  me,)  I 
beg  leave  to  suggest  the  idea  of  appointing,  this  ses- 
sion, the  gentlemen  that  are  to  eompoie  the  Navy 
Board,  and  let  them  enter  immediately  on  the  duties 
of  that  office.  They,  together  with  the  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  would,  before  die  next  meeting 
of  Congress,  be  able  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  com- 
plete system  for  the  reform  of  the  establishment,  found- 
ed on  observation  and  facts  taken  from  these  gentle- 
men collectively,  that  may  not  be  known  or  inquired 
into  as  individuals.  If  I  dare  give  an  opinion,  these 
would  be  my  sentiments.  The  board  wouM  have  time 
to  examine  particularly  into  the  establishment  as  it 
now  is.  They  would  be  able,  some  of  them,  to  visit 
the  different  naval  establishments,  and  iflfbrm  them- 


selvea  of  what  improvenenta  are  necessary,  and  hoir 
far  it  will  be  expedient  to  occupy  all  the  navy  yards 
we  now  have,  or,  rather,  whether  it  wilt  not  be  ad« 
visable  to  fix  on  some  two  or  three  eetablishmenta,  as 
being  important  ones,  and  only  improve  the  others  for 
temporary  purposes,  such  as  repairing  ships,  or  giving 
them  an  outfit  when  they  fall  in,  and  cannot,  withmit 
riak,  get  to  the  larger  establishment  In  short,  a  board 
appointed  immediately,  and  commencing  on  the  duty 
of  the  office,  would^  in  my  opinion,  as  I  have  before 
stated,  lay  before  the  €h>vernment  a  system,  with 
such  rules  and  regulations  for  the  better  government 
of  our  establishment,  as  cannot  foil  to  meet  tfieir  a^ 
probation,  an<f,  I  am  sure,  such  as  will  save  millioas 
to  the  nation,  if  we  are  to  have  a  navy  of  any  mag- 
nitude. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  HULL. 

Hon.  WiLUAx  Rkkd, 

Chairman  of  the  Naval  CommUUe* 

No.  4. 

Nxw  YoBK,  Dumber  1, 1814. 

SiE :  Circumstances  have  prevented  me  firom  reply- 
ing, until  now,  to  your  letter  accompanying  the  report 
of  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Navy,  on  the  subject  of  a  new 
organization  of  that  department.  The  ol^ects  of  re- 
form contemplated  in  that  report  being  those  on  whidi 
I  had  heretofore  communicated  my  ideas,  I  shall  merely 
remark,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  upon  the 
only  subject  which  remains,  namely,  the  organization 
of  one  board  of  inspectors,  as  recommended  by  the 
Secretary. 

It  appears  to  be  the  intention  of  that  officer^  that 
the  board  is  to  be  so  constituted  as  simply  to  exercise 
such  powem  as  may  be  delegated  to  them  by  tiie  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  and  approved  by  the  President  of 
the  United  Statee,  and  that  it  is  not  to  be  located  at 
the  seat  of  Government. 

Afler  having  matarely  considered  the  subject  in 
every  point  of  view  that  presented  ttielf  to  my  mind, 
it  appean  to  me  that  the  olvject  contemplated  would 
be  attained  much  more  effectually,  by  so  constituting 
this  board,  that  the  Secretaiy  of  Uie  Navy  should  be 
its  presiding  officer,  and  the  members  his  counsellors, 
vritn  whom  he  might  and  would  be  expected  to  con- 
sult, in  all  those  affidrs  which  they  woolo  be  supposed, 
from  their  professional  experience,  to  be  better  ac- 
quainted vrith  than  himselt:  I  say  better  acquainted, 
because  it  is  presumed  that  the  Secretary  will  not, 
generally,  be  a  person  thoroughly  versed  in  the  details 
of  the  service.  The  members  of  the  board  thus  con- 
stituted, might,  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  counsellors, 
exercise  the  respective  powers  contemplated  in  the  re- 
port, and  as  effectually  execute  the  duties  of  inspectors 
and  coraptrolleis  of  abuses  as  if  they  formed  a  separate 
and  distinct  establishment,  placed  in  a  central  part  of 
the  United  States,  and  having  their  separate  districts 
particularly  defined. 

By  this  arrangement,  the  Secretair  of  the  Navy 
might,  at  all  times,  and  at  the  instant,  have  the  advice 
of  one  or  more  competent  officers,  responsible  for  their 
counsel  and  conduct,  and  with  whom  he  could  at  all 
times  consult,  without  incurring  the  delay  whidi 
would*  result  from  placing  the  board  at  a  distance  from 
its  head.  There  is  always  an  advantage  in  hearing 
and  comparing  the  different  opinions  of  experienced 
men  on  every  subject.    Letters  must,  of  necessity,  be 
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1m»  pttrtionlar  sii4  or^lanctoiy  Umu  ▼otbal  oonoMiiii- 
catiooBy  and  it  m  mieh  man  tmgj  to  oome  at  tha 
wiiolo  truth  by  the  laUer  medioiD. 

Ib  tbort,  mxt  I  ean  oonoetva  no  advantagaa  that  can 
fMolt  from  pladng  thia  board  in  a  eentnd  ntaation, 
thai  wiU  counterbalance  the  probabie  dindvantafee  of 
Um  anangeaent  contemplated  in  the  n^iort  of  the  See* 
retaij.  One  principal  object  of  this  arrangement  ap* 
pears  to  me>  onght  to  be  to  bring  into  the  Department 
the  experienee  and  activity  of  a  number  of  professional 
men*  who  should  be  at  all  times  ready  on  the  spot,  to 
iiifBish  either  Congreas  or  the  Secretary  with  snch  in* 
laimation  as  either  might  call  for,  and  which  their  pro- 
ftasioBal  experience  enable  them  to  eommonicate. 

The  board,  with  the  exception  of  the  Seeretuy  of 
the  Nainr,  should  consist  of  naval  officers  exclusively, 
of  a  grade  not  inferior  to  Post  Captains,  and  composed 
of  not  moie  than  three  in  number,  as  that  would,  I 
think,  be  fully  oempetent  to  the  discharge  of  all  the 
duties  required.  A  greater  number  might  tend  rather 
to  embarrass  and  retard,  and  would  take  from  the  navy 
officers  that,  on  some  occasions,  could  not  be  spared 
from  the  service ;  these  officers  to  be  selected  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  changed  as  he 
should  find  it  expedient  The  accountant  and  clerks 
of  the  Navy  Depsrtment  to  remiin,  as  heretofore,  un- 
der the  Semtary  of  the  Navy,  who  should  be  the  only 
dMufving  officer  of  the  board ;  the  great  duty  of  this 
board  to  consist  in  forming,  arranging,  and  bringing 
into  operation,  a  system  of  order  and  economy  for  the 
Navy,  wUch  would  remedy  the  defects  and  abuses  now 
existing  in  that  Depaitment  A  board  thus  consU- 
toled  would,  I  feel  satisfied,  reduce  the  expenses  of  the 
establishment  at  least  one-fourth. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  sir,  dec 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 
The  above  accords  entirely  with  our  opinion. 

O.  H.  PERRY, 

D.  PORTER, 

L.  WARRINGTON. 

No.  6. 

Navt  Yabd,  BbookIiXV,  Dee.  6, 1814. 

Sie:  In  compliance  with  the  njjiiest  of  the  com- 
mittee i^f^^ointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
inqniia  "into  the  expedienor  and  practicability  of  ra» 
fonn  in  the  management  of  the  Navy  Department  of 
the  United  States,''  I  have  examined  attentively  the 
latter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  you  did 
ne  the  honor  to  transmit  me ;  and  my  sanlimeBts  on 
the  auijects  it  embraces,  with  auch  remarks  as  appear 
to  mo  of  weight,  and  applicable  to  those  eubjeets,  an 
lamectfiilljr  submitted. 

In  examining  the  plan  proposed  b^  the  Secretary,  I 
am  at  a  less  to  discover  clearly  his  views  of  the  duties 
and  oowers  that  are  to  remain  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  after  the  board  he  has  recommended  is  in 
fell  operation.  I  assume  it  is  admitted  that  the  duties 
and  powers  of  that  office  are  loosely  defined  now,  and 
I  consider  it  very  important,  if  the  office  is  continued 
with  a  board,  that  the  extent  of  its  operations  should 
be  dearly  marked ;  if  this  is  done,  I  believe  tne  officer 
holding  must  possess  but  a  small  share  of  power,  and 
his  dutiee  be  very  limited,  or  he  must  combwe  in  him* 
self  the  authority  to  direct  and  control  the  board  in  all 


It  will  be  considered  scarcely  worth  while,  I  pre- 
sume, to  retain  it  for  unimportsnt  purposes ;  but  if  it 
be  dothed  with  the  extensive  powers  alluded  to^  it  ap- 


pears to  me  that  il 

it,  beeause  the  judgment  of  aa  individaa], 

not  appear  must  neceesarity  be  eoB^asna 

affinrs,  may,  and  migh^  frequentlj.  be  plaesd 

petitioB  with  that  of  a  board  of  five,  who 

expressly  in  their  knowledge  in  thooa 

with  piower  to  reiec^  modify,  or 

most  impoitant  defisinns     Tbie  \ 

ed,  should  be  held  by  die  President  of  Uie  Cailid  8tat» 

alone. 

It  is  true,  I  believe,  that  with  epeeisJ  and  liniied  au- 
thority vested  l^  sn  act  of  CeogreaB,  whoA  wrald 
deariy  define  the  powers  and  dntaee  of  the  oAa,«ae 
benefit  might  be  derived  from  it.  I  am  deddeAj  sf 
opinion  that  the  Navy  should  be  rapveoented  m  tSw 
Cabinet,  if  I  may  use  the  expreasioii,  and  the  eSa 
would  most  probably  be  of  advantage  for  that  purpsff: 
but  then,  if  there  is  a  board  created  mm  reeammeaiti, 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  Secretary  of  th«  Navy  Aadi 
be  more  the  advocate  of  that  board  than  the  coatidlg 
of  It;  he  might  also  be  serviceable  aa  the  orgta  it 
communication  between  the  Preaident  of  the  Vmlm 
States  and  the  board,  and  between  the  latter  and  Cos- 
gress,  but  there  I  think  his  labora  ahoald  oeaae. 

He  ahould  have  no  absolute  oontiol,  over  either  th 
dvil  or  military  department  of  the  eetabliahment  Ii 
the  light,  therelbre,  in  which  I  view  the  oabieet,it  mma- 
ifest  to  me  that  the  benefita  to  be  derived  from  the  o^ 
fice,  limited  as  above  stated,  would  be  of  little  inpor- 
tance,  and  could  all  be  exeenled  with  equal  advsntagc 
if  it  hsd  no  existence ;  but  if  it  Is  to  existv  with  sll  the 
qualities  of  a  directing  and  controlling  power,  I  sm  of 
opinion  that  the  service  would  be  much  be»^itted  \fj 
the  alteration  of  the  second  section  proposed,  so  as  to 
constitute  a  board  of  three,  to  be  eeleoted  from  the  Cap- 
tains of  the  Navy,  and  located  at  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment. These  would,  most  probal^y,  be  competeat  to 
the  diMharge  of  all  the  duties  that  vroold  devolve  on  a 
board  of  this  nature,  under  any  dreuautances  that 
could  arise,  until  our  navy  is  considershty  iacieaaed, 
when,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  the  number  of  memben 
could  be  increased  from  the  same  mat^risJa 

I  am  aveiae  to  the  introduction  of  gentleman  into  a 
board  of  thb  deeeription,  that  have  b'ved  princqiaily  in 
the  merehants'  service,  who^  howsver  well  tfaay  might 
be  ekilled  in  the  dniiea  devdviag  en  marinan  in  g«n- 
eral,  cannot,  I  oonodve,  without  dirtwiding  the  imagi- 
nation,  be  anppoeed  to  be  aof  uaintsd  with  the  rsa^ 
cations  of  a  naval  service,  and  who  would,  mast  prob- 
ably, fi:om  these  dronmataneee,  rather  retard  and  em- 
barraas  than  be  of  advantage  to  it.  If  it  is  conaideied 
necessary  to  introduce  othor  than  naval  oflaeen  in  Ihii 
beaid,  I  would  greatly  prefrr  their  being  eeleetod  hen 
other  riessws  of  diiaews,  posseadng  sound  judgment 
and  extendve  infimnationt  without  legaid  to  meritiaif 
qualifieatione*  There  ara  dutins,  peiha^  that  would 
be  allotted  to  a  board  of  this  nature^  which  gentlesMa 
posseming  thoee  qualitise  could  axaente  with  advsa- 
tage. 

On  the  propodtion  to  andioriia  the  Pkeddent  to  sp- 
pdnt  a  naval  constructor,  with  aasistant^  I  will  ody 
trouble  the  comauttee  by  ofaeerving,  tfiat  an  able  navil 
ardiitect  could,  I  believe,  be  employed  to  advantage  is 
the  Department;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  more  in- 
portance  is  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  office  tbao  ii 
necessary  or  advisable,  and  this  officer  ahonld  be  seder 
the  direction  of  the  board. 

The  appointment  of  a  paymaster,  aa  propoeed,  would 
not,  as  fi!r  as  I  am  enabled  to  judges  be  nttmdedwith 
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H.  OF  R. 


idvanUge  to  the  fervice.  It  appears' to  me  that  a  well 
reg^ulated  ajTstem  to  govern  the  pttners,  which  itahoaltl 
be  the  duties  of  the  board  to  prescribe,  and  the  account- 
int's  office  as  it  now  exists,  is  all  that  is  necessary  on 
this  subject. 

The  establishment  of  a  naval  academy,  as  recom- 
nended,  would  unquestionably  be  productive  of  great 
idTsuitage  to  the  service.  A  well  regulated  establish- 
nent  of  this  nature  I  consider  to  be  much  wanted. 

These  comprise  all  the  objects  that  the  Secretary 
leems  it  necessary  for  the  Legislature  to  provide.  I 
km  of  opiuion,  however,  that  there  would  be  advantages 
>bt«iiiea  by  extending  Uie  law  so  as  to  define,  as  clearly 
IS  possible,  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  board,  and  to 
lesisnate  the  boundaries  of  the  naval  districts. 

All  the  regulations  recommended  I  believe  to  be  ne* 
zemuaLTj,  and  much  wanted,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that 
:he  appointment  of  pursers  had  better  be  Umited  by 
mw^y  and  the  distribution  of  the  duties  of  the  board 
would,  most  probably,  be  made  with  more  advantage 
)y  the  members  of  it. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  duties 
i.nd  powers  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  they  now 
exist,  and  all  the  duties  and  powers  that  it  is  neceisary 
should  be  invested  in  a  Navjr  Department,  would  be 
most  advantageously  settled  in  a  board,  to  consist  of 
&Te  members  and  a  secretary ;  one  to  be  selected  by 
the  President,  for  his  abilities  as  a  statesman,  who 
should  preside  at  the  board,  and  the  remaining  four  to 
be  selected  hy  the  same  authoritv  from  the  officers  of 
the  Navy.  This  plan  would»  I  believe,  combine  all 
the  qualities  that  are  wanting  to  compose  a  Navy  De- 
partment, fundamentally  efficient  for  the  administra- 
tion  of  a  permanent  and  exteusiTS  naval  establishment. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

SAMUEL  EVANS. 

Hon.  WlLLIAX  RXXD, 

Chmrman^  Naval  Committee* 

No.  6. 

PoBTsxouTH,  N.  H.,  Dee*  9,  1814. 

8ia :  Toar  ciaeiilar  of  November  ITth,  covering  a 
letter  from  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Navy  to  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  I  had  the  honor  to  reeeive  a  few 
days  since. 

The  appoinlment  of  a  board  lor  the  assistance  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  long  been  advocaled  by  the 
difierent  commanders  in  service,  upon  the  presumption 
that,  with  their  adviee  and  assistanoe,  the  naval  Ibrce 
might  be  rendered  moeh  more  efficient,  withont  an  in- 
eressed  expense  lo  Uie  eoimtiy.  I  shoiild«  however, 
suppose  three  pecsoDs  suffieieiit,  at  thia  time,  for  the 
performanoe  of  all  the  duties  of  sueh  a  board.  I  can- 
not but  think  that  part  of  the  plan,  anthorinig  the 
Fresident  to  appoint  the  pieMding  offieer,  as  unneees- 
nry,  or  improper,  aiaee  no  other  rale  ef  preeedenee  can 
he  established  among  offiosrs  than  that  ef  rank.  I 
riionldalso  prssome,  that  the  naval  offioers  possess  that 
Information  on  general  naval  sulgeets,  and  the  pariie- 
■lar  details  of  service,  which  render  them  more  peen- 
Marly  qualified  for  the  duties  of  this  board  than  persons 
ivhose  attention  has  been  generally  devoted  to  other 
nbiects. 

The  difierent  duties  assigned  to  the  particular  mem- 
bers of  the  board,  as  daesed  by  the  Secretary,  I  should 
(resume  might  be  more  advantageously  distributed  by 
^e  advice  of  the  board  itself,  alter  its  organization. 
The  appointment  of  a  naval  constructor  would  be  at* 
13th  Con.  3d  Sei^s.— 34 


tended  with  many  advantages.    That  of  paymaster,  I 
should  think  unnecessary  at  present. 

Anxious  for  the  establishment  of  a  board,  composed 
of  men  whose  vigilance  and  professional  talents  would 
enable  them  to  discover  and  correct  abuses ;  to  ftirnish 
all  the  information  which  might  be  required  upon  naval 
affairs ;  and  to  superintend  the  general  police^  and  all 
those  details  of  service  which  have  hitnerto  necessa- 
rily interfered  with  the  more  important  duties  of  the 
Secretary,  I  am  particularly  gratified  that  it  has  been 
officially  recommended,  at  a  time  when  the  Legislature 
are  endeavoring  to  discover  and  reform  the  existing 
abuses  of  the  naval  establkhment.  The  advantages 
which  will  naturally  result  nrom  it  appear  too  obvious 
to  rrquiro  enumeration;  but  not  the  least  important 
would  be  the  information  thev  could  soon  furnish  the 
honorable  committee  of  naval  reform,  upon  the  diffiu^ 
ent  subjects  of  their  present  inquiries. 

With  sincere  respect,  I  have  Uie  honor,  dbc. 

C.  MORRIS. 
Hon.  Willi  AX  Rxxn, 

Chairman,  Com.  of  JSawU  Reform^  Washington* 

No.  7. 

FuoATB  Uhitxd  Statxs,  Dee.  9, 1814. 

Sib  :  A  few  dajrs  since  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
yQor  cireolar  of  the  17th  ultimo,  endostng  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a  report  rela^ 
tive  to  the  better  organisation  of  the  Department  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

From  long  experience,  and  so  fer  as  my  knowledge 
extends  of  naval  transactions,  and  to  naval  regulations » 
it  has  been  but  too  obnous  that  many  imperfections 
have  existed  in  the  dvil  administration  of  our  estab- 
fishment,  end  that  the  only  and  best  method  that  can 
be  devised  to  remove  the  evil,  will  be  to  select,  by  law, 
a  naval  board,  to  consist  of  three  Post  Captains,  (or  of 
s  higher  grade,  if  there  should  be  such,)  and  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  where  it  may  be  deemed  ne- 
ceatary,  tn  joint  council  to  be  the  presiding  officer. 
This  board  of  inspection,  if  well  selected,  I  am  peiv 
feetly  satisfied  will  be  enabled  to  give  to  our  estabnsh- 
ment  a  tone  satisfectovy  in  eflect,  and  salutary  in  its 
operation,    it  will  be  to  our  navy  its  sheet  anchor ;  all 
points  of  duty  will  be  equall  v  made  explicit  by  its  sal- 
utary and  weU-dcfined  nguIatioDs,  and  all  untoward 
and  unnecewafy  expenses,  which  have  but  too  long 
continued  to  exist  in  oor  establishment,  will,  in  a  great 
measure,  be  brought  to  a  final  determination.    When 
thet  object  be  obtained,  the  navy  cannot  do  odierwise 
than  progress,  under  the  footing  care  widdi,  it  is 
hoped,  the  Bxecotive  of  the  country  wfll  feel  disposed 
to  appreciate  agreeably  to  its  consequences. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec 

JOHN  SHAW. 
Hon.  WiuTAM  Rbu. 

No.  8. 
Navt  Taed,  WASHiireToir,  Dee.  10, 1814. 

SxE :  I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the 
S6th  ultimo,  as  Chairman  of  a  committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for-  '<  inquiring  into  the  expediency 
and  practicability  of  a  reform  in  the  Naval  Department 
of  the  United  States;  transmitting  therewith  a  letter 
from  the  late  **  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  16th  Novem- 
ber, to  the  Senate,  commnuicating  his  views  and  plans 
for  effecting  this  object,"  and  requesting  my  opinion, 
&c.,  of  the  plan  proposed. 
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I  hate  peniMd  with  attention  the  aaid  "  report"  to 
the  Senate,  and  now  proceed  to  ghre  yon  mj  opinion 
on  the  lereral  parts  thereof,  as  the  nature  of  the  sub- 
ject appears  to  me  to  require. 

It  has  been  long  erident  to  every  experienced  officer 
in  our  navy,  and  experience  has  made  it  known  to  the 
community  at  large,  that  no  one  man,  (whatever  his 
intellectual  powers  and  endowments  may  be)  is  fully 
competent  to  execute  the  multiplicity  of  complex  du- 
ties which  have  been  incumbent  on  the  Head  of  the 
Navy  Department. 

Thus,  tlien,  another  branch  of  power  in  that  Depart- 
ment appears  to  have  becope  inoispensably  necessary, 
and  none  so  appropriate,  in  my  opinion,  as  a  board  of 
three  or  more  experienced,  practical,  professional  men. 

Whether  the  appellation  given  to  the  board,  in  the 
report  of  Mr.  Jones,  is  the  most  appropriate,  it  is  con- 
sidered unnecessary  herein  to  discuss ;  but  it  is  incon- 
trovertibly  demonstrable  that  such  aboard,  with  proper 
powers,  under  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  vrill  efiect  a 
saving  of  many  thousand  dollars  annually,  in  the  ex- 
penses of  our  ffaval  Establishment. 

The  Secretary  having  presented  his  report  in  the 
form  of  ^  a  bill,"  it  may,  1  conceive,  be  found  conve- 
nient to  the  committee,  as  well  as  to  myself,  to  follow 
its  sections  in  their  regular  coorse,  with  such  a  liiir 
and  eandid  opinion  thereon,  as  their  propositions  ap- 
pear more  or  less  forcible  and  condnsive  on  my  Band. 

The  first  section,  being  totally  indefinite  and  pros- 
pective, appears  to  be  susceptible  of  no  comment. 

In  the  adaption  of  the  second  section,  for  the  organ- 
isation of  the  board,  I  conceive  particular  eaie  shonhl 
be  taken  to  avoid  any  probable  cause  for  disuiioB  in 
its  members*  I  would,  there^Mre,  fospoctftiliy  advise 
that  the  presiding  member  be  designated  by  kw,  and 
not  embarrass  the  President  of  the  United  States  with 
tho  selection,  which,  from  resignation,  death,  or  other 
casualty,  may  very  frequently  occur;  it  appears  to  ms 
more  eligible,  therefore,  that  the  law  shouM  enastthnt 
the  senior  navy  officer  of  the  board  should  be  ths  pro-^ 
siding  member  {  and,  being  onod  so  established,  should 
continue  so  to  act  as  long  as  he  remains  a  aessber 
thereof,  notwithstanding  any  changes  that  might  there- 
after tsike  place  by  the  supply  of  vacancies. 

The  board  conjointly  should  have  the  power  to  Bomfc< 
Bate  one  or  more  pessons  qualified  for  the  duties  of  the 
secretary  thereof^  and  submit  anch  nominafiane  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  for  his  ssbtliau  sad 
i^roval. 

A  quorum  of  ths  board,  or  at  least  the  pmiding 
member  and  its  secretary,  shoald  vsside  at  the  Seat  of 
Government  of  the  Uliited  Stales,  for  the  gseat  eon* 
▼enience  of  frequent  communioatioBs  and  oonforsnceo 
wiUi  the  Secretary  of  the  Navyi  or  with  the  President 
oftho  United'Slates,  in  cases  of  particular  importance. 
The  board  should  hold  its  regmlar  stated  meetiagi  in 
its  office  at  the  Seat  of  Qovernment,  unless,  on  emer- 
gency, or  some  important  occasion,  the  Secretory  of 
the  Navy  may  Sfiem  it  more  eligible  to  be  held  else- 
where. 

.  The  duties  of  Che  secretary  of  the  board  are  clearly 
and  amply  defined  in  the  <■  report,"  as  well  as  is  also 
the  powers  of  the  board  for  the  establishment  of  its 
rales,  and  the  regulations  of  its  proceedhngs,  &e. 

The  third  section  appears  to  require  some  elucida- 
tion respecting  the  contemplated  time  or  times  for 
holding  **  each  stated  meeting"  of  the  board ;  as  this 
section  states  that  an  abstract  of  the  transactions  of 
each  such  meeting  shall  be  <*  transmitted  monthly  to 


the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,"  dkc.    Now,  tke  trans* 
mfsslon  of  sudi  **  abstracts,    montUy,  ^voiild  neeen^ 
tste  an  almost  perpetual  session  of  the  boud,  and  pe^ 
haps  such  continued  sitting  of  a  qaomni  tbereof  mJsfat 
be  found  imperative,  espet^Jly  in  time  of  war;  bat, 
otherwise,  it  is  respeetftdly  conceived  disi^  sAr-  Cbc 
first  complete  organixation  of  the  bosrd,  onee  in  two 
or  three  months  will  be  sufficient  tor  gcnod  stated 
meetings,  and  trmnsmismon  of  the  tranimrtMBi  thereof 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  thos  affbrtfing  lae  fin-a 
part  of  the  members  to  viait  persoBall  j  the  scwnl  ns- 
val  stations,  which  I  conceive  to  be  one  of  the  nost 
essential  points  of  their  duty.    And  i^  as  faertafcre 
suggested,  a  qaomm  of  Ae  board,  or  at  least  die  fie* 
siding  membn,  and  the  secretsry  thereof  reside  tind 
hold  their  office  at  the  Seat  of  Government,  the  odier 
members  will  be  better  enabled  to  inspect  tbc  piseBe&> 
logs  at  the  different  naval  stations,  or  the  equipaetf 
of  any  aquadron  or  single  diip,  (if  deemed  neeetmj^ 
and  report  daily,  or  otherwise,  as  may  appear  reqi]int& 
by  correspondence,  to  the  piesideBt  of  the  boaid,  or 
those  executing  the  dnties  of  the  board  at  the  Sest  if 
Government,  who  can  immediately  oonier  tfaervon  «i& 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or  the  I^eaident  of  ifar 
United  States,  if  deemed  essential,  and  tiras  a  jn^ 
ment  may  be  formed  whether  or  not  it  ai^  be  eip^ 
dient  for  the  presiding  member  to  oooTeiie  ths  bosidl 
earlier  than  the  next  approaching  general  stated  aeet- 
ing,  or  at  any  other  port  or  place  than  their  penuneot 
office.    Thns,  also,  by  this  constant  coneapoBdenoe, 
the  president  of  the  board,  with  the  aid  of  the  seoe- 
tary,  vrill  always  have  the  bnstness  necessaij  for  Ae 
consideration  of  the  board  methodically  arranged,  sad 
ready  to  lay  before  them  immediately  on  their  raeetiBg. 
On  the  fourth  section  I  would  only  obecrve  that,  ia 
my  opinion,  it  would  be  more  eligible  that  the  bosid, 
contemplated  in  the  *^  report,**  dionid  **  prepare  such 
rules  snd  regulations,  for  conducting  the  hnsiness  of 
the  Constructor's  department,  ss  shall  appear  fm>per 
and  necessary,'*  and  submit  them  for  the  approval  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  through  the  Seen- 
taryofthoNavy. 

The  fifth  seotioB,  ffuba^ag  a  •psTmsstar'*  of  the 
Navy,  it  is  bslieved,  will  be  prodaetive  of  great  savoi^ 
in  the  appropriation  to  whieh  that  offiea  appfiea,  at&d 
lessen  in  a  great  degree  the  mk  of  misappkKallDn.  or 
long  retentioB  of  the  moaeya  ansrtnniBg  ^siete. 

Ths  siatlh  seetioB  Is  believed  to  he  veiy  jnsi  aad 


The 


;s  BSfwanth  sootaon  is  respectliiily  sufamittsd  to  Via 
wisdom  and  jndgmcaf  of  the  omaBiittee.  Its  pRMia* 
ioBB  are,  hotaever,  oonsidsrBd  as  adeqoats  and  eqnita^ 
bio,  but  it  is  nsvsrthsloBsesiMBtved  tint  the  trmnilm^ 
expenses  of  the  annibsrs,  while  en  duty,  staaald  be 
piovidedfor* 

It  is  firmly  baKsved  that  a  naval 
an  amply  beaaficial  effi^t  on  the  Navali 
and  tend  to  pieehido  the  probsbiii^ar  paUieshipaaad 
foiling  under  the  aanagMnaut  of 
mMi. 


"The  powOfs  and  duties  of  the  board"  are,  I  .._ 
ceive,  amply  ilhistrsted  and  defined  in  the  ''vepovt," 
except  that,  immediately  following  the  first  gensral 
regulation,  it  might  be  proper  and  highly  oaefel  te  add, 
that  no  officer,  whatever  his  grade  may  be,  ahsfi  in 
anywise  alter  the  internal  or  extenaal  equipaieets  or 
arransements  of  the  diip  or  vessel  nnder  hiseosuaand, 
or  to  which  he  may  be  in  any  manner  atlachsd,  under 
pain  of-*—;  but,  on  perceiving  that  any  elgible  lAh 
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pravement  maj  b«  made  in  any  putiatlar  whatorar, 
be  sball,  aa  apaedily  aa  practicaUe,  submit  bia  ideaa  of 
aaeb  impvoTanaeiit  to  tba  board,  witb  bxa  leaaona  tbere- 
foiTf  for  tbeir  deciaion. 

Tbo  latitude  that  has  been  practised,  in  tbia  reapcct, 
bas  cost  tbo  Naval  EaUblishment  many  tbouaands  of 
doUam. 

In  addition  to  tbe  form  of  the  bill,  I  would  respect- 
fally  suggest  tbe  following  : 

And  be  itjuriher  enacted^  4'Cn  Tbat,  from  and  after 
tbe  passing  of  Ibis  act,  no  person  sball  be  commisaioned 
as  a  lieutenant  in  tbe  Natj  of  the  United  8tatea,  until 

be  shall  bave  attained  tbe  full  age  of years,  shall 

have  been  full  five  years  in  sea  service,  two  of  whieh 
at  least  he  ahall  have  served  in  tbe  capacity  of  mid- 
abipman,  masier's  mate,  or  sailing  master,  in  the  Navy 
of  tbe  United  Statea;  and  ahall  have  and  produce  a 
certificate  of  hia  abilitiea  (after  »iidl  ezaniina,tion  be- 
ibre  ft  oofm  «f  impotent  ofiiceia)  to  manage  and  ooa- 
dnd  the  auUes  of  a  ahip-ol^war,  in  ballaating  and 
atowinir  the  hoM,  maating,  rigging,  docking*  careening, 
arming,  and  exereiaing  the  great  guaa  and  small  arma ; 
shall  be  capable  of  working  a  ahip  at  aea,  under  aJt  the 
forms  and  variety  of  sailing;  making  and  taking  in 
sail,  ancboriag,  and  getting  under  way ;  mooring  and 
unmooring,  and  laying  at  single  anchor  in  a  tides-way, 
and  in  stili  water;  shall  be  competently  skilled  in 
mathematical  navigation,  to  conduct  a  ship  to  pilot 
water,  on  any  known  coast,  island,  bay,  river,  or  har- 
bor, in  tbe  world. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeetfiily,  sir,  your 
obedient  serrant, 

THOMAS  TIN6EY. 
Hon.  Wi&LiAV  Rssn, 

Chabnnan  vftke  Commiiiee,  4«. 

Mr.  Reed,  then  reported  a  bill  to  alter  and 
amend  tbe  several  acts  for  establishing  a  Navy 
Department,  by  adding  thereto  a  Board  of  Com- 
missioners; which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  Reed,  also  reported  a  bill  direciiag  tbe 
manner  of  contracts  and  purchases  in  the  Navy 
Department,  and  for  promoting  economy  thereto ; 
which  was  read  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 
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iTtfa,  Frmklin,  Ohirt«w,,  Giiflb,  Han.  Hairia,  Ha.. 
brouck,  Hawea,  Hopkms  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hnai. 
pbreys,Hung«ford,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jobnaon 
^f  ^*!Uw  n^'  Kennedy  Kerr,  Kershaw,  KUboum.  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Leflert,,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoyjK 
Kee.  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennayl- 
vania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane, 

m^^  ^^'  ®^J"''  ®'*"^»  ^^"^^  of  Pennsylvania^ 
TanneWll   Troup,  Vdree,  William.,  WUsonof  Penn^ 

aylvama,  Wright,  and  Yancey— 8«. 

NATs^-Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Boyd. 
Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  CilloT. 
Cooper,  Cor,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Bavu  of  MaaM- 
chus^ts,  Ely,  Farrow,  Oeddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale.  Han- 
son, Hawkins,  Henderson,  Howefl,  Hulbert,  Kent  of 
2T  ??'J^^2f  **«»chusett.,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Miltor,  MarkeO,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Peaiwm,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Huggles,  Sehmf 
man,  Sherwood,  Shipberd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stanftnd,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Stmgea,  Taggart, 

Sl?2P^'/**Ji^*^  of  MMsaflha«;Zta^  WhSton 
White,  Wilccac,  Winter,  and  Wood— 66. 

So  the  bill  wu  paaed. 


TuBsoAY,  Janaary  10. 


INT£SGOUBS£  WITH  THE  ENEMY. 
The  bill  which  was  read  a  third  time  on  Satar- 
day,  and  then  laid  on  the  table,  was  taken  op; 
and  the  question  being  staled*-''  Shall  the  bill 
pass  ?» 

Mr.  Fabbow  assigaed,  in  a  few  words,  the 
reasons  which  obliged  him  to  vote  against  this 
bill,  though  he  was  !» favor  of  ita  object.  His 
principal  objec^n  was,  to  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  gives  power  to  collectors  to  appoint  io- 
ipectors,  to  be  e«Dsidered  as  officers  of  the  Gtov- 
srnment. 

When  Mr.  F.  sat  down,  the  question  was  taken, 
without  further  debate,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, by  tbe  following  vote : 

Yb  As—Measrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines, 
Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cannon, 
Clark,  Clendei^  Crawford,  Creighton,  Couch,  Cutb- 
l)ert,  Dana,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Duvall, 
Bppea,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney,  For- 


Mr.  Eppbs,  from  the  maDagers  on  tbe  part  of 
this  House  at  tbe  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  on  the  amendments  depending  to  the  bill  ^  to 
provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  public 
credit,  by  layin|r  duties  on  various  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  manufactured  within  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,"  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and 

committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  to-day. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  l^ter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
the  estimates  of  appropriations  necessary  for  the 
service  of  tbe  year.  The  letter  was  read,  and, 
with  the  accompanying  docnnieots,  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Tbe  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  tbe  United  States  to  catise  to  be  constnici* 
ed  certain  floating  batteries  for  the  defence  of 
the  United  States,  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
i?«i5f  '^■^^  Committee.  [This  bill  ftppropriates 
9o00,000,  in  addiiioB  to  the  sum  heretofore  ap- 
pf isted  for  that  object.] 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Shin- 
nrek,  Scholia,  and  Vogeler,  Christian  Chapman, 
and  tbe  legal  representatives  of  John  Calef,  de- 
ceased, (whose  property  was  destroyed  by  oar 
officers  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy  to  Baltic 
more  in  Aogust  last,)  was  read  a  third  lime,  and 
passeo. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Doyle 
(compensating  him  for  services  rendered  at  the 
instance  of  a  United  States  officer  in  North 
Carolina,  in  apprehending  counterfeiters  of  the 
paper  of  tbe  late  Bank  of  the  United  States)  was 
read  a  third  time.  This  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
PwE,  of  New  York,  and  advocated  by  Mr.  Van- 
GET,  and  Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts.  The  di- 
vision on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was,  62  yeas,  40 
nays. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
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Robinson  and  others,  was  read  a  third  time,  aod 

passed.  ^ 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  H. 
Washington,  was  read  a  third  time  (making  com- 
pensation for  a  house  destroyed  by  the  oflScers  of 
the  United  States  during  the  invasion  of  this  dis- 
trict in  August  last,)  which  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

SUNDAY  MAILS. 

Mr.  Fabbow  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Chester  district,  South  Carolina,  re- 
monstrating against  the  transportation  and  open- 
ing the  mail  on  the  Sabbath,  which  he  moved 
might  be  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  F.  said  there  bad  been  eighty-fire  peti< 
tions  on  this  sabjeet  before  Congress  this  session, 
all  of  which  had  been  referred  to  the  Postmaster 
General.  Since  the  first  has  been  so  referred,  it 
has  been  about  three  months,  on  which  there  has 
been  no  report  made  to  Congress.  I  am  not,  said 
Mr.  F.,  about  to  charge  that  high  oflicer  with  a 
neglect  of  doty,  but  have  stated  those  facts  for  a 
very  difierent  purpose.  It  is  for  the  purpose  to 
inquire  whether  Congress  have  properly  and  Con- 
ttitutiooallv  discharged  their  duty  in  respect  to 
those  petitions.  I  contend  that  they  ought  to 
have  been  referred  to  the  committee  to  which  I 
have  moved  this,  or  to  a  select  committee.  To 
prove  this  position,  I  will  first  draw  your  attention 
to  the  first  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  page 
twen  ty-fi  ve.    Mr.  F.  read — "  Congress  shall  make 

*  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion, 
'  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof;  or  abridg- 
'  ing  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press ;  or  the 
'right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and 

*  to  petition  the  Government  for  a  redress  of 
'  grievances." 

The  rule  or  order  of  the  day,  page  31,  makes 
it  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  every  morning  to  call 
on  the  members  of  the  several  States  to  present 
any  petitions  that  they  may  be  charged  with. 
As  the  Constitution  permits  the  people  to  peti- 
tion you,  and  the  order  of  the  day  is  to  hear  them, 
this  does  imply  an  engagement  on  the  part  of 
Congress,  that  they  will  redress  the  complaints 
of  the  people  or  state  to  them  the  reason  why 
you  reject  them.  You  are  the  body  petitioned, 
not  the  Postmaster  General,  as  you  are  their 
representatives,  and  not  him.  To  prove  to  you 
that  this  petition  ought  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  aod  Post  Roads,  I  must 
bring  to  your  view  the  standing  rule  of  this 
House.  [Here  he  read  from  page  37.]  ^  It  shall 
'  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
'  Post  Roads  to  take  into  consideration  all  such 
'  petitions,  and  matters,  or  tbinss,  touching  the 
'  post  office  and  post  roads,  as  shall  be  presented  or 
'  may  come  in  question,  and  be  referred  to  them 
'  by  the  House,  and  to  re|M>rt  their  opinion  thereon, 
'  together  with  such  propositions  relative  thereto, 

*  as  to  them  shall  seem  expedient."  There  is  no 
rule  that  authorizes  the  House  to  send  a  petition 
of  the  description  of  the  one  before  you,  to  the 
Postmaster  General,  notwithstanding  yon  have 


giveo  that  direction  to  eighty-five  this  sesaiai. 
1  believe  that  they  have  been  thus  disposed  of  is 
order  that  the  House  may  not  be  fnrtber  croobld 
with  them,  which  appears  to  be  very  well  na- 
derstood  by  the  Postmaster  General.     Is  ii,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  the  subject  is  not  of  soffieicsr  im- 
portance that  you  refuse  to  give  those  petmwM 
the  ordinary  and  usual  course  of  all  oiW  peti- 
tions addressed  to  you  ?    I  acknowled|e  that  the 
scheme  contemplated  by  those  petitioas  is  not 
sanctioned  by  any  law  or  practice  in  tk'u  Gov- 
ernment, or  any  country  or  State   in  Biiope. 
You  boast  that  this  is  the  only  free  aad  ^^ 
nation—your  petitioners  wish  to   add  aaoilici 
jewel  In  your  crown,  not  less  brig^ht  tkaa  the 
other — that  youra  is  the  only  Tirtnoos  and  Sab- 
bath observing  nation.    Yoa  have  set  apart  the 
day  after  to-morrow  to  be  spent  thoa^hoat  the 
Union  In  prayer.    By  your  laws,  aod  tbe  rales nf 
the  Postmaster  General  to  carry  tbe  same  iais 
execution,  you  command  many  tboosaoda  of  your 
citizens,  with  their  horses,  to  be  labonoosly  en- 
ployed  each  and  every  hour  of  tbe  day  oa  the 
next  Sabbath,  aod  to  spend  every  Sabbath  io  the 
year  in  the  same  way.    It  appears  to  me  thtt 
you  might  as  well  suspend  either  cbe  one  prac- 
tice or  the  other,  (stop  praviog  or  violating  the 
Sabbath,)  unless  you  are  of  the  opinion  that  by 
those  laws  and  rules  that  you  have  enacted,  yon 
have  the  power  to  repeal  that  decretal  order  of 
Heaven  that  commands  yoa  ''to  keep  holy  the 
Sabbath  day."    Yon  are  the  best  jadgeofyoar 
repealing  powera  on  .that  aabjeec     It  is  stated, 
and  so  contended,  by  the  hoaoiable  geatlemaa 
from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  PoTTsa,)  that  it  it  the 
work  of  necessity  to  carry  and  open  the  mail  on 
the  Sabbath.    He  further  observed^  that  if  yoa 
prevented  the  opening  of  the  mail  on  the  Sabbath, 
It  would  occasion  more  sin  to  be  committed,  as 
the  people  would  attend  at  the  post  offices,  and 
while  impatiently  waiting  there  for  their  letters 
and  papers,  by  being  debarred  from  obtaining 
them.    I  ahould  suppose  that  if  you  pass  a  law  to 
prohibit  the  carrying  or  opeoiag  the  mail  on  that 
day,  that  as  your  law  would  M  public  it  would 
be  known  to  all,  therefore  they  would  not  go  or 
send  to  the  post  offices  on  that  day,  as  they  would 
know  that  the  mails  could  not  be  opened — the 
postmasters  themselves  would  not  attend.    La 
favor  of  a  long-established  favorite,  national,  sin- 
ful practice,  I  know  that  many  ezciiaes  and  rea- 
sons can  be  given  in  favor  of  the  eonttnnaaee  of 
it-^but  if  none  better  can  be  given  tban  what 
that  learned  gen^tleman  assigned,  the  Lord  have 
mercy  on  ost 

On  great  national  oecnrreneea^  it  is  now  the 
practice,  and  properly  so,  to  employ  expresses; 
they  are  not  carried  by  mails,  and  it  is  expedient 
that  they  should  travel  as  well  on  the  Sabbath  at 
on  other  days.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ana  not  ahle 
to  see  the  necessity  for  the  transportatioa  sod 
opening  the  mails  on  the  Sabbath;  and  conscioes 
of  my  high  responsibility  to  God,  as  well  as  to 
my  country,  for  my  public  acts,  I  am  not  willing 
to  take  it  on  myself  to  fly  in  the  face  of  divine 
law.    I  do,  therefore,  most  solemnly  disavow  and 
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condemo  the  practice  of  the  transportatioo  and 
opeDiog  the  mails  on  that  holy  day,  believing  it 
to  be  unnecessary,  inadmissible  and  wicked. 

After  the  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  peti- 
tion referred  to  the  Postmaster  General,  Mr. 
F.  offered  for  consideration  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

"BcMohfedj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Offices 
ind  Post  Roads  be  authorised  and  required  to  examine 
into  the  propriety  of  submitting  to  the  consideration  of 
this  House  a  law  prohibiting  the  Postmaster  General 
from  making  sn^  contracts,  in  fiitare,  Sn  the  trans- 
portation or  opening  of  the  mails  on  the  Babbath,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  F.  observed,  that  if  the  subject-matter  of 
the  resolution  was  not  of  sufficient  importance  to 
irrest  the  attention  of  the  House,  that  any  obser- 
rationa  he  eoald  make  would  prove  ineffectual. 

DUTIES  ON  MANUFACTURES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conferees  on  the  disagreeing  votes  on  the  manu- 
facture tax  bill.  The  conferees  recommended 
that  the  House  recede  from  its  opposition  to  the 
;az  proposed  by  the  Senate  on  umbrellas.  The 
[Committee  concurred  in  the  report  without  de- 
tnte,  and  reported  accordingly  to  the  Hooae.  The 
flouse  took  up  the  report. 

A  debate  arose  thereon,  in  which  Messrs.  Bppm, 
(Vriobt,  Babbour,  Stookton,  and  others,  advo* 
:ated  the  adoption  of  the  report,  and  Messrs.  Oak- 
.BY,  Sbbppbt,  Rbba.  Fi8c  of  Ncw  York,  Picker- 
NO,  Ingbbboll  of  Pennsylvania,  and  others,  op- 
)osed  it. 

The  debate  on  this  question  turned  not  on  the 
expediency  of  the  tax.  which  we  did  not  hear 
lenied,  but  on  the  Constitutional  power  or  right 
)f  the  Senate  to  make  such  an  amendment  to  a 
>ill  for  raising  revenue.  The  debate  was  able, 
ind,  being  on  a  question  never  before  believed  to 
lave  been  debated,  was  highly  interesting.  The 
>rovision  of  the  Constitution  is  as  follows:  "Ail 
bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the 
House  of  Representatives;  but  the  Senate  may 
propose  or  concur  with  amendments  as  on  other 
bills."  On  the  one  hand  it  was  contended  that 
be  Senate  could  not  amend  a  bill  by  adding  a 
lew  tax  thereto,  because  to  do  no  would  be  to 
originate  a  tax,  which,  it  was  urged,  was  for- 
)idden  by  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  In  sup- 
>ort  of  this  doctrine,  an  argument  was  drawn 
rom  the  practice  under  the  British  Government, 
vhere  tbe  House  of  Lords  is  not  permitted  so  to 
imend  such  a  bill.  On  the  other  hand  it  was 
irged,  that  the  power  to  amend  being  expressly 
pven  to  the  Senate,  forbade  analogy  to  the  prac- 
ice  of  any  other  Government,  whose  unwritten 
!onsiitution  contained  no  such  provision;  that, 
he  power  of  the  Senate  to  increase  or  diminish 
.  tax  not  being  denied,  the  power  otherwise  to 
Qodify  a  tax  followed  of  course ;  and  that  in  a 
dll  imposing  a  tax  on  manufactures,  the  Senate 
lad  an  undoubted  right  to  add  to  the  articles 
numerated,  any  other  article  which  they  deemed 
t  proper  subject  of  taxation,  Ac,  I 


The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  report  was, 
after  a  long  and  ingenious  debate  on  this  point, 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays— 
for  the  report  97,  against  it  53.  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avenr, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bayhr  of  Virginia,  Bines, 
Bowen,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Cannon,  Chsppell,  Clark,  Clendenin* 
Conard,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper, 
Dana,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Etsiis,  Far- 
row, Findley,  Forney,  Franklin,  Geddes,  Oholson, 
Gonrdtn,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hall,  Hanson,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentnd^, 
Howell,  Hubbard,  Hamphr^s,  IrwiB»  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mair- 
land,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lewk» 
Lyle,  Macon,  MarkeU,  McCoy,  McKtm,  McLean,  Mil- 
ler, Montgomery,  Nowton»  Parker,  Pickens,  Pleas- 
ants, Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane» 
Sage,  Schureman,  8evier,  Bevbert,  Sharp,  Sherwoodt 
Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Stockton*  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Troupe 
Udree,  White,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bavlias  of  Massachusetts,  BigeloWy 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champbn,  Cill^, 
Ciopton,  Comstock,  Cooper,  Davenport,  Davie  of  Psbb- 
sylTsnia,  Ely,  Fiak  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Hale, 
Henderson,  Hungerford,  Hulbert,  IngeisoU,  Ingham, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lovett,  Lowndes,  Moseley,  Murfiee,  Nelson,  Oakley, 
Ormsl^,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  William  Ree4, 
Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Robartson,  Rngglei^  Sheffiiy,  Stan* 
ford,  Stuart,  Stuiges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton, 
Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts^  and  Winter. 


WfiDBCBOAT,  January  11. 

Mr.  RiNGOOLo  presented  the  petition  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Potomac  Com- 
pany, praying  an  extension  of  the  i>owers  of  their 
charter  so  as  to  allow  them  to  dispose  of  mill- 
seats  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  eaaa 
the  erection  of  mills  On  the.  same  shall  not  be 
prejudicial  to  the  navigation.  The  petition  waa 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co* 
lumbia. 

Mr.  STANFORD^f  North  Carolina,  reported  a 
bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  foree  the  act  de- 
claring the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  aot  of  the 
Legislatore  of  the  State  of  Gkorgia,  pasaed  the 
12th  of  December,  1814,  establishing  the  fees  of 
the  harbor  master  and  health  officer  of  the  porta 
oi  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments 
of  tbe  Senate  to  the  volunteer  bill,  reported  sun- 
dry amendments  to  the  said  amendments ;  which 
were  agreed  to.  On  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  as  amended,  it  waa 
determined  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  House  deter- 
mined not  to  sit  on  to-morrow,  it  being  a  day 
assigned  by  the  President  as  a  day  of  national 
fasting,  humtliatiun,  and  prayer. 

Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  Presi- 
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Idmd  CUwmm  aa  Mfimw/iiw'    l^u^  Certyieaimn 


JAmmAMMt  y^^ 


de»c  of  the  Uniitd  Suites^  th«  one  traamittiDgr 
•D  aceooiit  of  ihe  coDtiage&l  ezpeaws  of  ibk 
CkiverDBieBt  for  tbo  fear  pett ;  the  other,  tmne- 
mittiog  the  aonual  report  of  the  Director  of  the 
Mint. 

LAND  CLAIMS  Ilf  MI88I88IPPL 

The  Hoase  i^aiji  reaolred  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  quietia^  ao4 
adjustiog  claimi  to  land  in  the  Biississippt  Ter-^ 
ritory ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Chairmaa  reported  that  the  Committee  had 
made  se?eral  amendments  thereto. 

Mr.  McCoy  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  posCp 
poned  until  the  second  M6oda|r  in  March  next; 
which  motion  was  determined  m  the  negativer- 
yeas  63,  nays  71,  as  follows : 

YxAB — ^Messrs.  Alezfuider,  Alston,  AndersoB,  Bar- 
bour, Bard,  Bamett,  Bowen,  Brown,  BnUer,  CsldweU, 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clarka  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Con* 
ard,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Baria  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Denoyelles,  Desha,  Bppes,  Farrow,  Findlcvj 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hawes,  Hnngerford,  Ingfaan,  Kennedy,  Kerr, 
KUboum,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lsflbits,  Lyie,  Mc- 
Coy, McKim,  McLean,  Parker*  Pleasants,  Raa  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tconessee*  Singjgold,  Roane, 
Sage,  Qeybert,  Smith  of  Vire tnia,  Stanlbrd,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Tavlor,  Telfrir,  Troup>  Udree,  Wibon  of 
Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Tancey. 

Nats-— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Maasaefansetts,  Bayly  of 
Tirginia,  Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Brighara,  Capeiioo, 
Champion,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cteighton,  Culpeper,  Da- 
venport, Duvall,  £ly,  Forney,  Gaston,  Oeddes,  Ores- 
venor.  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Hawkins,  Henderson,  Hop- 
kins of  Kentucky,  Howell,  Hnnohr^ys,  Irwin,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Jaekson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kershaw,  Law,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Macon,  MarkeU^  Mc- 
Kee,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Oakley, 
Ormsby,  Picketing,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  Rich,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Schureraan, 
Bevier,  Sharp,  Bhefley,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slay- 
maker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Stoeklon,  Thompson,  Vose,  Waid  of  Massachusetts, 
WeUter,  Wheaton,  White»  WUooz,  Wilson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  Wood. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  coocur  in  the 
amendments  made  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  the  first  section,  and  was  determined 
ia  the  negative.  The  question  on  concurring  in 
the  amendments  to  the  second  section  was  stated : 
when  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  January  13. 

Mr.  Setbbbt  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
merch^nu  and  traders  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
for  the  passage  of  a  law  establishing  an  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United 
States.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  whom  the  bill  on  that  subject  is  referred. 

Mr.  Chappeli<,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill 
tor  the  relief  of  William  Arnold ;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Plbaoantb,  from  the  Naval  Committee, 
xeported  two  bills  for  compensating  IndiTiduals, 


not  hariof  commissions  from  the  United  8tateS| 
for  prisoners  and  property  taken  from  the  ene- 
my by  spirited  enterprise,  viz :  a  bill  caaeetoiDg 
Maubew  Guy  and  others,  and  a  bill  coaccraiog^ 
Weston  Jenkins  and  others;  which  were  rea4 
twice,  and  committed. 

LOST  CERTIFICATES. 

Mr.  Cqappbll,  from  the  Committee  ea  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Ciaims,  made  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  Farrington  Barcalow,  aifaiifr- 
istrator  of  Mary  Rapelyea ;  which  wmi  nad ; 
when  Mr.  C.  reported  a  bill  for  the  retief  of 
Farrington  Barcalow,  administrator  of  Half 
Rapeleya ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mondaf 
next.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  sUtes  that  the  aaid  Mary  Rap- 
pelya  was  possessed  of  two  loan  office  certtficala ; 
that  her  hoase  was  oonsmned  by  fire,  and  with  k 
the  said  certificates.  He  prays  that  they  aaay  be  n> 
newed,  or  some  other  compensation  made  for  tham. 

It  appears  that  there  were  issued  to  the  said  Msjy 
Rappeija  two  certificates  from  the  loan  offiee  of  Xev 
Jersey :  one.  No.  1,594,  dsled  June  S,  177S,  for  ffiOd; 
the  other.  No.  SM,  dated  the  same  day,  for  •StO;  mi 
that  the  said  certifieates  are  still  imtstandinj  and  ■»> 
paid.  It  also  appeals  that  she  asade  known  ths  hat 
of  the  destroctkm  ef  the  said  **i*ifti'aft^  a^ovHy  aftw 
it  happened,  which  was  in  Maich»  m7»  hot  did  Mt 
advertwe  it  in  the  pipeis  antii  Febivaij,  im,  assr 
five  yeam  afkerwarda,  which  she  haa  — mn 
siooed  by  her  Ignorance  of  iim  nefisaailj 
tinned  Congress  for  rsdiees  in  the  eaeek  ia 
1795,  and  a  iaw>rablo  repoit  was  made  thta  nen^  bat  it 
was  not  finally  acted  on.  She  died  in  the  jrear  1807, 
and  in  1811  the  adminial ration  of  herefleds  was  com- 
nutted  to  the  petitioner. 

From  the  foregoing  facts  it  sapeacs  that  the  daim  is 
a  jnst  one ;  bnt  it  is  bsrred  by  tne  statote  of  XimiCstHMi, 
it  not  appearing  that  the  claim  was  pressnlflrf  at  the 
Treasniy  on  or  before  the  1st  of  Jnas^  1796,  which  is 
reqnired  by  law.    It  also  appears  that  the  reauisites  of 
the  resohre  of  1780  have  not  be«a  oom^ied  widi,  so 
for  as  to  advertise  the  destmctiao  uaaiedMECeiy  after  it 
happened.    The  committee  feel  sslisfied«  however,  that 
as  the  destroction  wss  advertised,  and  as  a  petitioa  was 
pissented  te  Congress,  and  not  to  ths  Treanuy,  bsAre 
the  limited  time  had  expired,  there  has  been  a  osmpii* 
ance  with  the  tpmi^  althongh  not  with  the  letter  ef 
the  laws.    They  are,  therafore,  of  opinion  that  rehaf 
onght  to  be  granted,  and  repoit  a  bill  for  ^atpoipose. 

LAND  CLAIMS  IN  MI8SISSIPPL 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration- of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  the 
bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to  laod  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 

[This  bill  proTides  a  mode  of  settlement  of 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  north 
of  the  31st  degree  of  latitude,  derived  from  grants 
or  patents  issued  by  the  British  QoFernment.} 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  this  bill  to- 
dav,  as  it  had  done  on  Wednesday,  in  which  t&e 
bill  was  strenuously  ad?ocated  by  Mr.  Mc£xa, 
Mr.  RoBBBTaoN,  Mr.  Lattimors,  and  otbera^ 
and  as  strenuously  opposed  by  Mr.  McCor.  Mr. 
Wbiqbt,  and  othets. 
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The  qoestiOQ  on  the  paosage  of  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading,  was  decided  in  the  aegaiire,  by  a 
majority  of  one  vote— For  the  engrossment  70, 
against  it  71,  as  follows : 

YxAB — ^Messrs.  Bsjlies  of  MsssaehnsetU,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Boyd,  Bradbuiy,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
CapertoB,  Champion,  Cilk»y,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton, 
Cnlpeper,  BaYemmt,  Davall,  Ely,  Fisk  of  Vennont, 
Forney,  Oastcm,  Geddsi,  Grosrenor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck, 
Hawkins,  Hendenon,  Hopkins  of  Kentocky,  HowaU, 
Hulbert,  Irwin,  JohasoQ  of  Kentncky,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Keishaw,  Kilbonm,  King  of  MassadiQsetts, 
Law,  Lewis,  LoTett,  Lowndes,  Macon,  Markell,  Mo- 
Kee,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley,'  Ormsby,  Picker- 
ing, Pitkin,  John  Reed,  Willism  Reed,  Ridi,  Rob- 
ertaon,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Sheffey, 
Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  Tork,  Stockton, 
Bturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Voee,  Waid  of  Massa- 
chusetts, White,  WiJcoz,  WUson  of  Massachusetts, 
Winter,  and  Wood. 

Nats— Meosrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Av- 
ery, Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clark,  Clendeaio, 
Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis 
of  Pennsvlvanis,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Eppes,  Evsns, 
Farrow,  Pindley,  Pisk  of  New  York,  Porsyth,  Frank- 
lin, Gholson,  Oourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes, 
Hubbard,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Kennedy,  Ksrr,  King 
of  North  Carolins,  Lefferts,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim, 
McLean,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
PleaDBants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Sage,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Yiiginia, 
Stanford,  Strong,  Tannchill,  Tsylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
Udree,  Williams,  WOson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

So  the  bin  was  rejected. 

The  loUowin^  i»  a  copy  of  ihe  bill  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  adjustment  of  these  elaims,  in  the 
abape  in  which  ii  stood  when  ihe  questioii  was 
taken  on  eagreasiog  the saoia form  third  reading: 
An  Act  for  quieting  and  adfatting  claims  to  land  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  ffotue  of  R^e- 
sentatives  of  the  United  Steves  of  America  in  Con- 
P'eeB  aatembled.  That  every  person  or  persons  claim- 
ing lands  in  the  MiisiMippi  Territory,  north  of  the 
thirty-first  degree  of  latitude,  by  virtue  of  any  grant  or 
patent  issued  by  the  British  Government,  before  the 
4th  day  of  July,  1776,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
ized to  file  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office^  all  the  evidence  of  their  claim  or  claims, 
on  or  belbre  the  first  day  of  November,  one  thouaand 
eight  hundred  and  rizteen.  And  it  shall  be  tawfiil  for 
the  claimants,  by  themselves  or  their  agents,  to  with- 
draw the  original  title  papers,  and  idl  evidence  relat- 
ing to  such  claioAs,  from  the  registers  of  the  land  offices 
within  the  Territory  aforesaid,  and  which  may  have 
been  filed  by  the  claimants  according  to  law. 

Sxc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Seo^ 
retary  of  Sute,  the  Attorney  General,  and  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  be,  and  they  mo 
hereby  aatheeiaed  and  empowered  to  examine  such  of 
the  claims  thus  filed  as  extend  over  land  granted  by 
the  United  Statea,  or  actnall^  poasessed  by  persons 
whom  the  United  Statea  ass  m  any  manner  bound  to 
■ecure  thezeiny  and  to  deode  therein  acooiding  to  law 
and  equity.  And  it  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the  commis- 
sioners aftrsaaid,  to  proceed  to  azaniioe  and  decide  on 


the  daiiM  afoiasBid,  whenever  it  aball  appear  to  Uma 
that  daina  to  the  amount  of  ena  handrad  and  iflr 
thouaand  acpss  shaU  have  been  filed  with  the  Commis- 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  pomianae  oT 
this  act. 

Sac  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act 
of  fihng  the  daims  aforoMiid,  with  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office  in  pursnsnoe  of  thii  ael, 
shall  be  conaidezed  as  conclusive  evidence  of  the  ao- 
ceptance  by  the  claimants  of  the  provisions  of  this  act ; 
and  the  decisions  of  the  commissioners  aforesaid  shall 
be  final,  and  shall  have  all  the  efiect  in  law  of  a  d»* 
cision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

Sic.  4.  And  be  it  /urther  enacted.  That,  in  all 
cases  where  the  commuwioners  aforesaid  shall  decide 
in  fiivor  of  the  claimant,  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  shall  issue  to  the  cisimant  a  certifi- 
cate of  confirmation,  specifying  the  quantity  of  land 
eonfimed  by  such  decision ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  de- 
liver ancih  certificate  of  confirmation  to  the  ^i^^inunt^ 
his  agent,  or  attorney,  which  shall  be  received  m  Ilea 
of,  and  in  full  com[Mnsation  for,  the  land  so  elaimed. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  certifi- 
cates of  confirmation  authorized  by  this  act,  shall  be 
received  at  any  of  the  land  offices  of  the  United  Statei^ 
in  payment  for  anv  public  lands  of  the  United  States, 
lybg  within  the  hmiU  of  the  Missisiippi  Teiritory,  at 
rates  to  be  established  by  said  commissioners  in  «*H 
certificates,  but  not  to  exceed  two  doDars  per  sere,  for 
every  acre  contained  in  such  certificate  of  confirmation  : 
Pronded,  That  soch  certificates  shall  not  be  reoMved 
in  payment  for  any  lands  sold  before  the  date  of  such 
certifioata;  nor  shall  any  discount  be  aUowed  fiir 
prompt  ps^ment  m  sach  certificaleo:  And  provided, 
also,  That  nothing  in  thia  act  shaU  be  so  oonstraed  aa 
to  authorias  any  British  grant  or  patent  to  be  lead  aa 
evidence  in  any  court  of  the  United  Sutes,  which  maif 
not  be  filed  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gennal 
Land  Office,  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  which  maf 
be  baned  by  the  provtsiona  of  any  former  law. 

The  Hoiiae  then  iteaol  ved  itaelf  into  a  Gonmit- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  aaihorive  the 
President  of  the  tJnitei  States  to  raise  eertain 
companies  of  rangers  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States.  After  having  made 
some  progress  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  ra- 
ported  progress,  and  obuined  leave  to  sit  again. 


i*iMa 


Saturday,  January  14* 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Delaware,  Haw- 
BT  M.  RiDOELT,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  favorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  Isaac  Smith,  and  therewith  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Isaac  Smith  and  O.  Caldwell;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  E.  also  reported  a  bill  aapplemeotary  to 
the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers,  ex- 
planatory of  the  provision  authorizing  a  remi»- 
stoii  of  the  duty  m  cases  of  stills  being  burnt ; 
which  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  B.also  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for 
laying  taxes  on  household  furniture,  extending 
the  time  to  which  the  first  shall  take  efiect,  froj^ 
the  first  day  of  February  to  the  first  of  April,  and 
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the  time  io  which  the  other  shall  be  earned  ioto 
effect  from  Februarf  to  May.  The  biil  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  VirgiDia,  from  the  Militia  Com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  more  ef- 
fectoally  to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by 
establishing  a  uniform  mflitia  in  the  United 
States. 

[This  bill  prescribes  certain  regulations  for  a 
general  organization  of  the  militia,  to  take  place 
within  one  year  from  the  date  of  its  passage,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  several  Sute  Legisla- 
tures ;  among  which  is  the  arrangement  of  the 
militia  of  each  State,  where  it  has  not  already 
been  done,  into  divisions,  to  consiiit  of  not  less 
than  two  nor  more  than  three  brigades,  having 
one  Major  Genersl  to  each  division;  the  divis- 
ions, when  in  field,  to  rank  according  to  their 
iiumbers2the  lowest  number  to  be  the  highest  in 
rank.]    The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  KiLBOUBN,  of  Ohio,  moved  the  following 
resolution: 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  prepare  and  report  to  this  House  a  bill 
to  provide  for  the  sale  of  lands  of  the  United  Skates,  in 
that  tract  of  countiy  within  the  State  of  Ohio  and  dis- 
trict of  Ghilicothe,  Ikeretofore  set  apart  for  satisfying 
ttie  claims  of  refugees  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia. 

The  resolution  having  been  modified,  on  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  so  as 
to  authorize  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  such  a  measure,  instead  of  making 
the  provision  peremptory,  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon, 

Boohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing to  any  person  who  shall  take  up  a  deserter  from 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  deliver  him  to 
any  commissioned  oflicer  in  said  service,  an  exemption 
from  a  draught  or  six  months  tour  of  duty  in  the  ser- 
vice afofesakU' 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  rais- 
inff  certain  companies  of  mounted  rangers  for  the 
-defence  of  the  frontier.  The  bill  was  reported 
to  the  House,  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKee,  the  llouse  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
regulating  the  sale  of  certain  reserved  sections  of 
land  in  Ohio,  and  the  bill  attaching  to  the  Can- 
ton district,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land 
lying  between  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  Miami  of 
Lake  Brie  and  the  Western  line  of  the  Connec- 
ticut reserve.  These  bills  were  re(K)rted  to  the 
House,  and  severally  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  Informed  the 
'House  that  the  Senate  have  asreed  to  the  sec- 
ond and  fourth  of  the  amendments  proposed 
by  this  House  to  their  amendments  to  the  bill 
^  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  as- 
sociate and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  their 
aervices  to  the  Qovernmentof  the  United  States," 
and  have  disagreed  to  the  residue  of  the  said 
amendments. 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Conmittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamia 
Wells,  and  others.  The  bill  was  reported  with 
an  amendment;  which  was  read,  and  eoacuTTed 
in  by  the  House.  The  bill  was  then  laid  oo  the 
table. 

The  message  from  the  Senate  notifjioe  their 
disagreement  to  certain  amendmeots  of  this  House 
to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  theW  *^to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  S&tss  to 
accept  the  services  of  volunteers  ymho  may  aso- 
ciate  and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  ^r 
services  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Suicsf 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mi!ii> 
tary  Affairs. 

PETITION  OF  ANN  HODGKINSON. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral 
Affairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Aoi 
Hod^kinson;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution 
therein  contained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  memorialist  represents  that,  slier  the  de^ 
laration  of  war,  her  late  husband  entered  oa  houi  a 
private  armed  vessel,  the  York  of  Baltimore,  sjid  wm 
killed  in  an  engagement  with  the  enam  j ;  that,  mAb 
his  death,  she  applied  to  the  Secretazy  of  the  Xstj  to 
be  placed  on  the  pension  list;  her  reqaeot  ?rstooai- 
plied  with,  but  only  as  much  allowed  her  as  is  aOovtd 
the  widows  of  common  seamen  in  sach  cases.    8ht 

{irays  that  Congress  would  grant  to  her  a  Ihrthcr  al- 
owance,  as  her  husband  acted  as  prtse-maater  on  board 
the  York ;  and  states  that,  according  to  the  ooosts&t 
usage  of  the  privateer  service,  priao-oiastera  rank  with 
and  receive  the  emoluments  of  fint  lieotenantt.   It 
appears  that  the  late  Seoetazy  of  the  Navy  gave  ss  a 
reason  for  not  allowing  mote  to  the  widow,  that  priie- 
masters  are  unknown  to  the  laws  of  the  United  Statei, 
and  that  he  was  not  autlioriMd  to  giant  aaythiag'  ad- 
ditional in  conae^enee  of  that  appeiatmspt.    The 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  Sscrataij  was  cor- 
rect ;  that  the  office  of  priae-maslsr  is  gnmUj  oon- 
fenod  upon  an  experienced  sesmse,  in  whom  confi- 
dence is  placed,  and  is  matter  of  private  arrangement 
as  to  pay  and  emolument  between  the  captain  and 
such  prise-master.    The  committee  see  no  auffident 
reason  for  Congress  interfering  in  this  particular  case, 
and  recommend  the  following  resohition : 

Beaohfed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

RELIEF  OF  NEW  MAORH). 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  io  the 
Missouri  Territory,  who  suffered  by  earthquakes. 
The  bill  was  reported  with  several  ameodmeots; 
which  were  read,  and,  except  one.  which  was 
disagreed  to,  were  concurred  in  by  the  Hoose. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended  i  ami  a  mo- 
tion was  then  made,  by  Mr.  McKiai,  farther  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding  thereto  the  foUowiaf 
sections: 

Be  iijurtker  enaeUd,  That  it  shall  be  lawfnl  fer  fke 
President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  two  dsn- 
terested  and  skilful  persons  to  inqutre  into  and  asoetun 
the  damage  which  has  been  been  done  bj  the  sIkb  oC 
wind,  m  the  month  of  August  last,  to  ^  housM  sad 
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ropeity  of  penomi  rending  in  tiM  City  of  Wuhtngton. 
'he  penons  lo  •ppointed  shall  return,  under  oaSi,  to 
le  President  of  the  United  States,  a  just  estimate  of 
le  damage  sustained  in  the  cases  aforesaid. 

jind  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  the  injuiy  sus- 
inedy  and  the  estimates  reported  by  the  persons  ap- 
sinted  as  aforesaid,  the  sufferers  shall  receive  public 
nd,  to  be  located  as  is  heretofore  provided  by  this  act, 

the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre,  as  a  full  compensa- 
9Zft  for  the  injuries  done  as  aforesaid. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
lined  in  the  negati?e;  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
•  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on  Mon- 
ty next. 

MoNDAT,  January  16. 

Mr.  NcLsoM  presented  a  petition  of  William 
'at bam,  praying  compensation  for  his  services 
>r  nearly  twenty-five  years,  in  the  accamulation 
f  civil,  military,  topographical,  and  public  eco- 
omical  materials,  by  order  of  President  Wash- 
roTON,  in  the  year  1799.— Referred  to  the  Sec- 
tary  of  War. 

Mr.  KiLBOVRN,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
'as  referred,  on  the  28th  altimo,  so  much  of  the 
;port  of  the  Committee  of  Revisal  and  Unfin- 
tied  Bastness  as  relates  to  the  bill  for  the  more 
Efeetual  defence  of  the  Northwestern  frontier,  re- 
orted  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of 
le  Northwestern  frontier,  by  granting  donations 
f  land  to  actual  settlers,  and  for  public  purposes; 
'hich  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
littee  of  the  Whole. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to 
&ise  certain  comnanies  of  rangers  for  the  defence 
f  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal 
ertain  acts  now  in  force  for  this  purpose,  was 
ead  the  third  time,  and  nassed. 

An  engrossed  bill  regulating  the  sale  of  certain 
eserved  sections  of  land  in  the  State  of  Ohio  was 
ead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  attaching  to  the  Canton  dis- 
rict,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land  lyiog 
•etween  the  foot  of  the  ra(>ids  of  the  Miami  of 
^ake  Brie  and  the  Coonecticat  Western  reserve, 
ras  read  the  third  time,  and  passedw 

An  engrossed  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants 
)f  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  in  the  Terri- 
ory  of  Missouri,  who  suffered  by  earthquakes, 
vas  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  act,  en- 
itled  "An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers 
if  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
lise,  and  for  other  parposes,  was  read  the  third 
ime,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  *'An 
let  to  provide  additional  reyenues  for  defraying 
he  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  IJni- 
ed  States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  col- 
ecting  the  same;"  and  the  act,  entitled  '*An  act  to 
irovide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex- 
i>enses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  pub- 
lic credit,  by  laying  duties  on  household  furniture, 
iQd  on  gold  and  silver  watches,''  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hooee 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^siving  further 
time  to  complete  the  surveys  and  obtain  the  pat- 
ents for  the  lands  located  under  Virginia  reaola- 
tion  warrants;"  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House.  The  bill  was  read  twice 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pablic 
Lands. 

Mr.  Waro.  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  sunorj  citizens  of  Boston,  in  Massachu- 
setts, praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  establish- 
ing an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy;  which 
was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole 
having  that  subject  under  consideration. 

Mr.  TBOup,of  Georgia,  from  the  Miliury  Com- 
mittee, reported  a  recommendation  that  the  House 
insist  on  that  ameodmeof,  proposed  by  them, 
to  the  volunteer  bill,  which  prorides  that  State 
corps  (to  be  accepted  in  pursuance  of  this  hill  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,)  shall  be  re- 
ceived in  lieu  of  a  like  number  of  militia,  which 
shall  at  any  time  be  required  from  the  State 
which  offers  them ;  and  also  on  the  amendment 
which  varies  or  extends  the  descriptions  of  rifles 
which  the  volunteers  may  use. 

And  the  House  determined  to  insist  thereon,  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  Pbabson,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  of 
tbe  committee  on  the  destruction  of  certain  pa- 
pers and  vouchers  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  together  with  the 
Clerk's  second  letter  in  relation  thereto,  made  a 
further  report,  wbich  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  giving  further  time 
to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  to  complete  their 
payments.  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  James 
Hvnum  next  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  for  tbe  settlement  of  the  x  azoo  claims ; 
wbich  occasioned  considerable  discussion.  The 
Committee  rose,  before  having  gone  through  the 
same,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

SUNDAir  MAIL& 

Mr.  BRAoanaY,  Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut, 
and  Mr.  Comstock,  of  New  York  presented  peti- 
tions from  their  respective  districts,  remonstrating 
against  the  transportation  and  opening  of  the  mail 
on  the  Sabbath ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Post- 
master general. 

Mr.  flowBLL,  of  New  York,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  tbe  like  nature,  which  he  moved  to  refer 
to  tbeCommitteeon  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 
He  said  he  was  not  to  be  deterred  from  making 
this  motion  by  the  failure  of  a  former  attempt  of 
the  same  character.  It  was  a  respect  due  to  the 
petitioners,  he  conceived,  that  a  report  should  be 
made  on  their  petition,  which  it  was  not  probabUt 
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having  beenw  loB(dekqred,«oald  be 
•t  tke  haodt  of  the  PosioMuter  Qeaerml. 

Oa  this  motion  of  Mr.  Howbll,  there  arose  a 
■mart  debate,  the  motion  being  opposed  and  ad* 
Toeated  hj  several  gentlemen.  The  debate  tamed 
on  the  meriu  of  these  petitions,  which  were  de- 
nied by  Mr.  Rbba,  Mr.  JoBMOif,  of  Kentucky, 
and  Mr.  Wrigbt,  and  upheld  by  Mr.  Howbu*. 
Mr.  CoiieTOOK,ldr.  Hui«BBaT,and  Mr.  Fiiidlbt. 
In  the  course  of  the  debate,  it  was  stated  by  Mr. 
KiLBouBM,  that  he  knew  that  the  Postmaster  Gen* 
eral  did  intend  to  report  on  this  sabject  at  an 
early  day.  On  the  one  hand  of  this  question,  it 
was  contended  that  this  was  an  attempt  to  blend 
the  afiairs  of  Choreh  and  State^  which  had  been 
systematically  made,  and  industriously  promoted 
by  the  cireuUition  of  petitions  for  signature  all 
over  the  Union;  and  it  was  intimated  that  some 
political  party  considerations  might  have  entered 
into  the  motives  which  produced  them.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  was  urged  that  these  petitions 
were  signed  by  religious  persons  of  all  denomina- 
tions, whose  respecubility,  professions,  and  stand- 
ing in  life,  equally  entitled  these  petitions  to  a 
respectful  hearing,  dbc. 

The  yeas  and  najrs  having  been  required  by 
Mr.  Howell  on  this  motion,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative— for  the  reference  proposed  81, 
against  it  70. 

Mr.  Crouch,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Kil- 
BOURN,  of  Ohio,  presented  petitions  of  a  like  te- 
nor with  the  above ;  which  were  referred. 

TuBsoAT,  January  17. 

An  engrossed  bill,  giving  further  time  to  pur* 
chasers  of  public  lands  to  complete  their  pay- 
ments, was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
James  Hynum,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  agreed  to  a  part  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  this  House  to  their  l)ill 
'^to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  ^tates  of  America,"  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House; 
and  the  Senate  have  dissgreed  to  the  other  part 
of  the  amendments  proposed  by  this  House  to  the 
said  bill.  The  Senate  insist  on  their  disaffree- 
ment  to  the  amendments  insisted  on  by  this  House 
to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill "  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
accept  the  services  of  volunteers  who  may  asso- 
ciate and  organize  themselves,  and  offer  their 
services  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,'* 
and  ask  a  conference  on  the  said  amendments ;  to 
which  conference  they  have  appointed  managers 
on  their  part. 

Mr.  Cooper,  of  Delaware,  laid  upon  the  table 
the  following  resolution : 

Ruohtd^  That  the  Secretsxy  of  Wsr  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  direeted  to  state  to  this  House  the  reason 
why  he  hss  not  msde  s  report  to  this  House*  ss  di- 
re^ed  by  their  resohttion  of  the  18th  Oetobor  Isst,  (csll- 
iag  for  a  report  relstiTe  to  the  sdvsneing  of  moneys  ^ 
8tatM^  a^.) 


«jra»AT  MAILa 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hooae  a  report 
from  the  Postmaster  Qeneral,  on  the  several  peti- 
tions which  have  been  referred  to  him  at  fhe 
present  session,  remonstrating  against  theopeoiog 
or  conveyance  of  the  mails  on  Sundays;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commiiiee  on  the 
Post  Oflice  and  Post  Roads. — It  is,  as  fiiUows : 

GsirsaAx.  Post  Omes,  Jimm.  IC,  IS1& 

Sib:   The  Psstassler  Genorsl,  to  wfasiavis  lo- 
iened  soadiy  Bssmsrisls  sgsinst  the  aasffe  «C  wsas 
pntittg  sod  opening  ths  msils  on  tho  RaM>ath,kMthe 
honor  to  report  the  following  fods  and  nliiiiisrnsM 

The  usage  of  trsnqmrtiiig  the  mails  on  theSabbadw 
is  cosTsl  with  the  Constitiition  of  the  United  Stats; 
snd  a  prohibition  of  that  usage  will  be  first  coasidcni. 

The  mail  passes  ereiy  dsy  in  the  week  from  Perti> 
month.  New  Hsmpshire,  to  8aTsnnsJi»  in  CSeosgia,  tai 
from  Wisessset,  in  Maine,  to  8eoodie  Pafls,  witbast 
rest  on  the  Ssbbath.  Anddiessme  praelice  prevah 
on  the  great  roots  from  Washipgtofn  Gter  to  Obki 
Kentucky,  and  the  Misseoii  Teiiitoiy  ;  and  from  Ait 
dty  to  Tennessee,  Misstssippi  Territorf,  snd  Nes 
(Means;  and  from  CharlcstoB,  Sontk  CaieiiBs,  to 
TennesBse  and  Ksnlnoky ;  and  on  several  ether  ^ml 
ehains  of  oommanicalioB. 

If  ths  msil  was  not  to  more  on  Sunday,  on  die  folk 
mentioned  roate,  it  wonld  be  delayod  from  tkes  w 
four  days  in  pssnng  from  one  extreme  of  tiie  rests  n 
the  other.  From  Washington  City  to  St.  Louis,  Mif- 
sonri  Territory,  the  mail  would  be  delajed  tivo  dajii 
From  Wsshington  City  to  New  Orleans,  the  mail 
woald  be  delayed  three  days.  From  New  Orleans  ts 
Boston  it  would  be  delayed  from  four  lo  five  days.  Asd 
generally  the  mails  would,  on  an  average,  be  retirded 
equal  to  one-seventh  part  of  the  time  now  employel, 
if  the  mails  do  not  move  on  the  Sabbath. 

On  the  smsller  cross  routes,  the  tran^Mrting  of  tlhe 
mail  has  been  avoided  on  the  Sabbath,  except  vrhea 
necessary  to  prevent  great  delays,  and  to  praserve  eon- 
nexions  with  different  routes. 

In  relation  to  opening  the  maib  on  the  Sabbath,  it 
may  be  noticed,  that  the  ninth  sedioa  of  the  «*Act  leg- 
alsting  the  Pest  Offics  establiiimettt,**  makes  it  the 
doty  ef  the  postmasteis  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his 
oiBos  ^  svery  dsy*'  oa  whkh  a  mail  shaU  amve  at  hii 
office,  and  at  *'  all  reesonsble  horns"  on  evety  d^  sf 
ths  week.  When  a  mail  is  conveyed  on  the  Sabbath, 
it  must  be  opened  snd  sxchaaged  st  the  offiees  wldch 
it  may  reach  in  the  course  of  the  day.  This  operatisa, 
at  the  smsller  offices,  occupies  not  more  than  ten  or 
twelve  minutes ;  in  some  of  the  larger  ofl&cee,  it  occa- 
pies  one  hour ;  snd,  it  is  believed,  does  not  very  greadj 
mtcrfere  with  religious  exercises,  as  to  the  poetmasters 
themselves. 

The  practice  of*  delivering"  letters  andnew^Mpen 
on  the  Sabbath  u  of  recent  origin,  and  directed  fay  the 
above  quoted  section,  commencing  in  1810.  Prior  to 
that  period,  no  postmaster  (except  the  postmaster  at 
Washington  City)  was  required  to  deliver  letters  asd 
newspspers  on  the  Ssbbath.  The  *'  reaeonaUe  hooif^ 
were  to  be  determhied  by  the  Postmaster  Geneial,  who 
established  tiie  foUowing  regulations,  now  exatisg: 
'*  At  post  offices  whers  the  mail  arrives  cm  Sondty,  ibe 
office  is  to  be  kept  open,  for  the  delivery  of  lettso^  dec, 
for  one  hoar  after  the  snival  and  assorting  of  the  stsil; 
but  in  esse  that  would  intsrfose  vrith  dm  hours  afpuk* 
lie  worship,  then  the  office  is  to  be  kept  open  for  one 
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the  anal  tka*  of  diMMhiag  fbm  mMtiiici,  | 
n  Ibat  pnipoM*"  Atoo,  if  th«  dimI  airiTes  at  «b  oHfee 
M>  late  fi>r  the  detirciy  of  tetton  on  8at«rday  night, 
be  poetfpaatOT  is  ioatraeted  te  dkliTer  them  on  8anday 
lorning,  at  Mich  eavlj  hour  ••  not  te  entieaeh  upon 
le  hoiUB  devoted  to  public  lefigioiM  exerdees.  If 
leae  jegulatioiii  am  not  itrictiy  attended  to,  it  mutt 
9  imfiatable  to  the  u^eiiey  of  appUcmiti,  and  the  com- 
hiiaance  of  poctmaitefv. 

After  the  pieoeding  ttatcment,  it  ie  to  be  obaerred, 
lat  pafalie  policy,  pue  mofality,  and  undefiled  leH- 
ion»  oembine  in  tkvw  of  a  doe  obaervanoe  of  the  8ab- 
ath.  Hwarthmhtm,  a  natieo  owce  to  itcdf  an  exerdie 
f  the  meana  adapted  to  tta  own  preaeiTation,  and  lor 
le  continnanee  of  thece  viy  blccciBgi  which  flow  from 
neh  dbwrvMwe^  and  the  nalibn  muettomdimeo  oper- 
te,  by  a  few  of  ita  agents,  even  on  the  Sabbath;  and 
ach  c^peialion  nny/as  in  time  of  war,  become  indie- 
ABMible,  ao  that  the  many  may  enjoy  an  onintcrraptcd 
zerciee  of  religion  in  ^ietnde  and  in  safety.  In  the 
reeent  state  of  the  nation,  it  may  be  supposed  neoes- 
ary ,  daily,  to  conveT  GeiermentaJ  orders,  instnictioiis, 
jid  regnlatioas,  and  to  commnlcate  and  receive  in- 
immtion.  If  this  daily  carriage  of  the  mail  be^  as 
elntee  to  the  safirty  of  the  natieo,  a  matter  of  nccesrity, 
t  also  becomes  a  work  of  merey.  When  peace  shidl 
xTiTe,  the  necessity  irill  greatly  dimintsh,  and  it  will 
e,  at  aU  times,  a  plsasnie  to  this  Department  to  pre- 
ent  any  profanation  of  the  Sabbatii,  as  far  as  relates 
o  its  nffioal  authority. 

The  preceding  statement  of  facts  and  observations 
ixe  aubmittady  with  much  respect  Ibr  the  memofialists, 
md  with  great  deference  to  yourself  and  the  honorable 
he  House  of  Representntives, 

RETURN  J.  MEIGS,  Jiu 
Hon.  Sbx^kbe 

Of  the  Hmu€  of  B^prumM 


YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committ- 
ee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplemental  to  the 
Lct  for  the  settlement  of  the  Yazoo  claims.  The 
luestion  yet  depending  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
^ALL,  of  Georgia,  to  add  anew  section  to  the  bill, 
s  substantially  the  same  as  that  stated  below. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Oaklst 
md  Wrigbt,  and  advocated  by  Messrs.  Hall  and 
P'oRBTTB,  but  was  finally  negatived. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill; 
ind  the  amendments  made  thereto  were  agreed 
to.  Among  the  amendments  was  one  extending 
:he  time  for  filing  releases,  ^c,  to  the  second 
Monday  in  March. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  renewed  the  motion  he 
bad  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  add  a 
new  section  to  the  bill,  which  he  now  raried  to 
read  as  follows : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  commisskmen 
^foresaid,  having  decided  upon  the  sufficiency  of  the 
releases  and  assignments  of  individual  claimants,  ao- 
BOiding  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act, 
sntitled  «'An  act  ibr  the  indemnification  cf  certain 
Blaimants  to  public  lands  in  the  Missimippi  Territory," 
diall,  in  their  report  to  tiie  President  of  the  United 
Btates^  certify  soch  portion  of  tiie  claims  of  each  indi- 
vidual claitaiant,  as  m  justice  should  and  ought  to  be 
isserved  for  defraying  their  respective  proportions  ef  all 
imt  and  reaaonaUe  esqpenses  Ineurrsd  by  the  trustees, 
gosiantees,  or  agents  of  the  compamas  to  which  they 


respectively  belong,  and  for  which,  by  agreement  en- 
tered into  in  writing,  they  are  bound ;  which  said  por- 
tion shall  be  deliveied  over  to  said  trustees,  agents,  or 
guarantees,  and  certificatee  for  the  residue  to  the  indi- 
ridual  himself,  hb  agentt  or  attorney,  spedaliy  author- 
ised te  receive  the  same. 

This  motion  was  opposed  br  Messrs.  Oaklbt 
•nd  BAaNBTT,  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Hall, 
Tblfaib,  and  Fobbytb.  The  cinestion  on  the 
motion  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays— For  the  motion  61,  against  it  86,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YxAS— Messra.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bsr- 
bonr.  Bard,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Cretghton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Benoyeliss, 
Desha,  Earle,  Bppes,  Forney,  Fonyth,  Franklin,  Ohol- 
son,  Gourdui,  Hall*  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hnmphrwfs, 
Hongerford,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Kenned^,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Kilboum,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Leftrta,  Lyle, 
BfcCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Mnrfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Ring- 
gold, Roane,  Sage,  Sharp,  Smitb  of  Pennsylvania, 
Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Troup,  and  Udiee. 

Nats — Messrs.  Aveijy,  Barnett,  Bsvlies  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradfaoiy, 
BreckenridgOt  Brigham,  Butler,  Caperton,  Cannon, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Clendenin,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Culpeper,  Dana,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massai^nsstts, 
Ely,  Farrow,  Pisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hasbronck,  Hen- 
derson, Howell,  Hubbard,  Hulbert,  Irving,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes, 
Macon,  Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  Moselcy,  Oaklsy, 
Ormshy,  Parker,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Robertson,  Rnggla% 
Schureman,  l^erwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Smith  of  Vligmia,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompscm,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa- 
chusetU,  Webeter,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Winter,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Ysncey. 

The  bill,  after  being  slightly  amended,  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Inqham,  of 
Pennsylvania,  that  the  remaining  orders  of  the 
day  be  postponed  until  to-morrow,  in  order  to 
lake  up  the  message  this  morning  received  from 
the  Senate,  respecting  their  decision  on  the 
amendments  to  the  National  Bank  bill;  which 
motion  was  negatived  by  the  following  vote — For 
the  motion  71,  agaiost  it  73. 

After  refusing  to  take  up  several  orders  of  the 
dav,  which  were  called  up— 

Mr.  Gholson  renewed  the  motion  to  postpone 
the  remaining  orders  of  the  dav  until  to-morrow, 
in  order  to  talce  up  the  Bank  bill.    Whereupon, 

Mr.  MoKbb  moved  to  adjourn,  assigning  as  a 
reason  for  the  motion  that  the  hour  was  too  late, 
attd  the  House  too  much  fatigued,  to  enter  into  a 
subject  of  so  great  moment. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed. 

Wbunisdat,  January  18. 

Mr.  laviRO,  of  New  York,  presented  apeUtioD 
from  a  number  of  merchants  and  others,  praying 
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for  the  establishment  of  aa  UDiform  system  of 
bankruptcy. — Referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lattimorb, 

Beaolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  repairing,  and  keeping  in  reiwir,  so  macb  of 
the  road  leading  from  Nashville,  in  Tennessee,  to 
Natchez,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  as  is  in- 
cluded within  the  boundaries  of  the  Chickasaw 
and  Choctaw  nations  of  Indians;  and  also^  of  re* 
pairinfT,  and  keeping  in  repair,  the  road  leading 
from  Fort  Hawkins,  in  the  State  of  Gkorgia,  to 
Fort  St,  Stephens,  in  the  Territory  aforesaid; 
and  that  the  said  committee  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise, 

Messrs.  Lattimorb,  Robertson,  Obddbb, 
WiLSOH  of  Pennsyirania,  and  Cannon,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

air.  KILB0I7RN,  of  Ohio,  offered  for  coosidera* 
tion  the  following  resolutions : 

ReMohedf  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instmcted  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  laving 
and  collecting  an  mcome  tax  from  such  people  of  the 
United  States  as  have  capital  vested  in  public  or  any 
kind  of  stock,  or  in  private  loans,  or  in  any  other  way 
yielding  profits  to  the  owner ;  and  on  those  who  are 
engaged  in  professional  or  other  employments,  pro* 
dndng  an  annual  income  exceeding  a  certain  amount 
which  the  said  committee  may  think  proper  to  fix ;  it 
being  intended  that  this  inquiry  shall  extend  only  to 
sud^  capital  or  employments  as  are  not  taxed  by  any 
existing  laws. 

Resolved,  That  the  sud  committee  be  instructed  to 
inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  tax  upon 
the  income,  or  dividend,  of  the  capital  vested  in  the 
several  banking  institutions  within  the  United  States, 
on  which  a  tax  b  now  imposed  by  law  of  Congress. 

On  the  question  now  to  considA  this  resolu- 
tion, the  vote  was  as  follows :  For  its  conaidera- 
tiott  60,  against  it  66. 

Mr.  Jackbon,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  these 
resolutions  be  printed,  with  a  view  to  calling 
them  up  at  some  future  day.  He  could  not  see, 
he  said,  why  a  vast  mass  of  property,  more  pro- 
ductive than  any  other,  not  now  taxed  at  all, 
should  not  be  taxed  as  well  as  all  the  land,  and 
nearljr  all  the  industry  of  the  nation. 

This  motion  was  Opposed  by  Mr.  Sbtbbrt, 
and  advocated  by  Mr.  KiLBoaBN,  and  negatived 
by  the  following  vote :  For  printing  66,  against 
It  63. 

PETITION  OP  JOSHUA  PENNY. 

Mr,  Yancbt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Joshua  Penny; 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  con- 
tained was  concurred  in  by  the  House. — The  re- 
port is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that,  on  the  night  of  the 
tid  of  August,  1813,  a  party  of  armed  men,  from  the 
ship  Ramilies,  commanded  by  Commodoie  Hardy,  for- 
cibly entered  his  house,  took  him  from  his  bed,  and 
carried  him  by  force,  and  entirely  destitute  of  clothing, 
with  the  exception  of  his  shirt,  to  that  ship,  then  lying 
off  Gardiner's  bay,  where  he  was  immediately  pat  in 
irons  and  close  confinement;  thai  he  was  then  sent  to 
Halifax,  vrhere  he  was  imprisoned  and  badly  treated 


tiU  the  SOth  of  May,  1814;  thai  he  was  at  that  iam 
libented  from  prison,  and  sent  to  8alfla«  in  Mamai  hw 
setts,  in  a  cartel.    It  is  also  stated  faj  the  petitioBei; 
that  while  he  was  confined  on  board  the  afa^  lie  i» 
ceived  nothing  for  snbsistenoe  bat  bi«ad  aoif  water, 
and  that  his  treatment  was  wanton  nnd  craeL    The 
only  cause  assigned  for  all  his  panishmeat  vas,  thai 
he  had  once  been  in  the  emptoyment  of  Camnodore 
Decatur,  as  a  pilot  to  a  torpedo.    The   petiliBa  is  not 
acoompanied  with  any  docamenis  to  eMtahHA  the  facts, 
bat  the  committee  have  no  reaaon  to  <liatifliiw.  their 
correctness.    The  petitioner  aake  of  Congi«Bi*'iMBe 
compensation  on  aoooont  of  hie  gvaat  and 
sufiinrings." 

In  common  vrith  eveiy  friand  of  hamani^,  the 
mittee  sympathise  with  the  pelitionffr,  while  Ihsy  dep> 
recate  and  abhor  the  condnci  of  the  enssy  in  soek 
cruel  and  anheaid-of  treatment  towaeds  n  citiaen,  ait 
in  the  military  or  naval  emplojment  of  the  Gevc» 
ment;  they  cannot,  however,  adopt  the  psindplc,  tht 
for  every  such  violation  of  the  oaagea  of  ctvfliaed  wl^ 
fore,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  the  Govcnuaeat  a 
bound  to  make  compensation  for  the  injoiy.  Thfj 
view  the  present  as  one  of  the  mnltiplied  rr^mp^*,  as 
the  part  of  the  enemy,  daring  the  prcaent  war,  of  ee^ 
rage  known  only  in  die  history  of  Britieh  aggresooa 
and  Britidi  warfore.  The  principle  upon  wUcfc  tkm 
opinion  is  founded  has  been  eatabliahed  in  a^vmitj  oC 
cases  during  the  nrosent  and  laat  aeaaion  of  Csagnsk 
They  recommend  to  the  House  the  MIowiBg  Te»- 
lotion: 

Beached,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  oaght  ast 
to  be  granted. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNIT£D  STATES. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  conaideratioa  of 
the  message  from  the  Senate  nnnoaneing  their 
amendments  to  the  amendmenis  of  this  House 
to  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  aubscribers  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  first  amendment  having  been  stMied,  which 
proposes  to  make  the  capital  of  the  hank  thirty- 
five  millions  instead  of  thirty  miU/ons — 

Mr.  McKfiB,  of  Kentuckv,  expressed  his  hope 
that  the  amendment  woald  not  be  agreed  to, 
considering  it  as  the  keystooe  of  oU  the  amend- 
ments  of  the  Senate.  He  could  see  do  possible 
advantages  to  result  from  the  addition  of  five 
millions  of  capital,  particularly  as  coanected 
with  the  section  authorizing  the  stoppage  of  pay- 
ment in  specie.  He  could  see  no  consequence  to 
result  from  that  clause,  which  was  not  disastroos 
and  ruinous,  and  he  therefore  hoped  it  would  not 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  denied  the  appli- 
cability of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  McKsb  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate.    The  only  question, 
since  the  Senate  had  agreed  to  ezpange  the  con- 
dition of  a  permanent  loan  to  the  Qoveromeat 
was,  whether  the  Senate  should  be  nccommodt* 
ted  b^  increasing  the  capital  of  the  bank  by  the 
addition  thereto  of  five  millions;  for,  in  fact,tk 
retention  of  the  clause  authorizing  the  sospet' 
sion  of  specie  payment  was  immaterial,  asless 
that  it  is  more  ezpedieot  to  incorporate  sack  a 
provision  at  once,  than  yield  it  to  the  impariani- 
ty  of  the  bank  hereafter.    For  he  had  nodoobt, 
if  the  war  continoed.  the  bank  maat  aooaet  or 
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Ater  suspend  specie  payment  $  even  the  banks  of 
Seotucky  and  Ohio  (where  specie  abounded) 
lad  at  length  been  compelled  id  self-defence  to 
»top  payment  of  specie.  The  advantage  to  Qov- 
*rnmeDt  in  the  proposed  amendment,  Mr.  H. 
irgued,  would  be  tonad  in  the  taking  out  of  the 
narket  so  much  more  of  the  war  stock,  dbc. 
Something,  he  contended,  was  due  to  the  Sen- 
ile, in  the  spirit  of  accommodation  which  that 
(ody  had  exhibited  in  yielding  so  far  to  the  wish- 
es of  the  House,  as  to  accept  the  greater  part  of 
he  amendments;  and  particularly  inasmuch  as, 
n  several  cases  of  difference  with  that  body,  the 
louse  bad  exhibited  much  pertinacity  in  adher- 
ng  to  its  peculiar  opinions,  dbc.  He  treated  at 
^together  ideal  the  argument  of  danger  to  the 
existence  of  the  Republic  from  the  refusal  to  in- 
corporate a  bank.  He  had,  he  said,  higher  opin- 
ons  of  the  destinies  of  this  Government,  and  of 
ts  durability  and  ability  to  overcome  every  diffi- 
mhy ;  opinions  which  gained  ground  by  every 
lay's  experience,  dbc. 

Mr.  Stockton,  of  New.  Jersey,  rose  to  say, 
hat  he  and  those  with  whom  he  had  acted,  in 
he  concessions  they  had  made  relative  to  the 
eatures  of  the  bank  bill,  had  gone  as  far  as  they 
iouid  gY^  and  further  than  they  had  originally 
n tended,  in  order  to  conciliate  with  gentlemen 
in  the  other  side  of  the  House.  After  they  had 
lone  this,  it  could  not  be  expected,  he  said,  that 
hey  should  recede.  He  wished  it,  therefore,  to 
le  understood,  that,  while  he  should  be  happy  to 
)ay  all  d.ue  respect  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
^gislature,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  they 
hould  yield  up  to  them  their  honest  convictions  j 
lod  therefore  that  they  could  not  yield  their 
isaent  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WRieHT,  of  Maryland,  made  a  speech  of 
ome  length  expressive  of  his  hope  that  a  spirit 
>f  accommodation  would  have  induced  the  House 
It  once  to  have  acceded  to  the  amendmenu  of 
he  Senate,  which  be  deemed  advantaseous.  He 
tonaidered  it  particularly  important  tnat  a  pro- 
rision  should  exist  to  prevent  the  agents  or 
riends  of  the  enemy  from  drawing  all  its  specie 
rom  the  vaulu  of  the  bank.  The  state  of  war 
le  considered  as  changing  essentially  the  usual 
(tate  of  mercantile  operations,  and  requiring  from 
;he  banks  a  suspension  of  payments  in  specie. 
Ele  concluded  hia  speech  with  the  following 
Ittoiaiions  from  legal  authorittea:  *^  Inter  arma 
'eges  eiUnt  g^*  "  NeceeeilaenonhabeilegtmJ*^ 

Mr.  GaoavBicoR,  of  New  York^  after  remark- 
og  that  he  felt  not  at  all  encumbered  by  the 
»tipulations  of  compromise,  inasmuch  as  he  was 
aot  a  party  to  it^  having  voted  against  the  bill, 
proceeded  to  assign  the  reason  why  he  should 
irote  for  this  amendment.  He  found  himself 
obliged  to  do  so  from  a  regard  to  hia  own  consist- 
ency ;  for,  though  he  floubted  of  the  efficacy  of 
iny  bank  that  could  be  established,  he  was  pretty 
:ertain  that  the  plan  of  the  bank  would  oe  im- 
proved by  the  addition  to  its  capital  proposed  by 
Lbe  Senate. 

Mr.  FoRaTTH,  of  Gkorgia,  advocated  at  some 
length  the  adoption  of  the  amendments  of  the 


Senate.  He  believed  the  addition  of  fire  mil- 
lions to  the  capital  of  the  bank  would  operate  as 
a  benefit  to  the  Government,  by  tsking  so  much 
of  the  stock  out  of  the  market,  ^.  He  denied 
the  necessity,  or  even  the  propriety  of  anv  part 
of  the  House  sacrificing  their  views  of  tne  na- 
tional interest  in  any  ideas  of  compromise  or 
conciliation.  At  least,  he  disclaimed,  for  him- 
self, the  operation  of  any  such  consideration  on 
him. 

Mr.  CuTBBfiRT,  of  Georgia,  made  a  speech  of 
some  length  a^iost  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate. He  considered  them  as  inseparably  con- 
nected with  each  other,  and  being  so,  he  was 
altogether  opposed  to  them.  To  the  amendment 
now  under  consideration  he  was  partiealarly  op- 
posed, because  by  extending  the  quantity  of  war 
stock  to  be  purchased,  the  ability  to  purchase 
Treasury  notes  would  be  so  far  diminislied,  and 
the  immediate  benefits  to  the  Government  so  far 
curtailed.  Mr.  C.  also  dwelt  with  some  empha- 
sis on  the  propriety  of  carrying  into  effect  in 
good  faith  the  compromise,  by  the  aid  of  which 
the  bill  had  passed  this  House  in  the  form  in 
which  it  had  been  returned  to  the  Senate,  d^. 

Mr.  F0R8TTH  denied  the  operation  on  him  of 
the  compromises  alleged  to  have  taken  place  in 
regard  to  this  question.  He  was  no  party  to  it, 
and  was  ignorant  of  its  terms.  If  the  agreement 
had  been  in  writing,  he  should  like  to  see  the 
names  signed  to  it}  to  know  who  it  was  that 
was  willing  to  bind  the  solid  interests  of  the  coun- 
try as  a  propitiatory  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  con- 
ciliation. 

Considerable  further  debate  took  place  on  this 
amendment,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Haw- 
kins, of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Telpair,  of  Georgia^ 
Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Albton,  of 
North  Carolina,  denied  the  authority  of  the 
compromise  alleged  to  have  taken  place  on  a 
former  occasion,  which  was  on  the  other  hand 
asserted  bv  Mr.  Cutbbert  and  Mr.  OAKLBT,and 
incidentally  by  Mr.  McKbe.    The  first  named 

f gentlemen  supported  the  amendment,  and  the 
atter  opposed  the  amendment.  Mr.  Hawkiicr, 
in  the  course  of  his  speech,  took  occasion  to  pay 
a  high  tribute  to  the  talents  and  independence  of 
the  present  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury,  of  which 
he  challenged  a  denial. 

Mr.  F0R8TTH,  in  conclusion  of  the  debate,  by 
way  of  disproving  the  obligation  of  the  Repub- 
lican to  conciliate  the  Federal  side  of  the  House 
on  any  question  afiecting  the  National  Bank, 
quoted  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  re- 
consideration of  the  bill,  (after  it  had  been  re- 
jected by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker,)  from 
which  It  appeared  that  of  the  fift^-four  who 
voted'  againit  reconsideration,  but  eix  belonged 
to  the  Republican  side  of  the  Housie. 

The  question  on  concurrence  in  the  first 
amendment  of  the  Senate  was  finally  decided  in 
the  negative  by  yeas  and  nay».  For  the  amend- 
ment 80,  against  it  87,  as  follows : 

TxAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Av- 
ery, Barbour,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  Bnrwell,  Cald- 
well, Cannon,  Chappell,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Cobp 
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Jahuaht,  I§I5. 


Of  the  appfopriation  for  the  miliUiy  do- 

MrtmeDt 3,666,290  83 

Of  the  appropriation  for  naval  d^artnent  d,611tS40  75 
Of  the  appropriation  for  the  diplomatic 

department 363,846  62 

Of  the  appropriation  for  miacellaneoaa 

aerricee i;20M96  26 


$8,131^13  03 
The  annual  appropriations  for  the  year 
1814,  amonnted  to  the  sum  of 

38,003,691  28 
The  sum  neceaarj  to  meet 
the  engagements,  in  re- 
lation to  the  puhlic  debt, 
was  about-        •        •  11,660,686  39 


49,663;t77  67 


The  gross  charge  on  the  Treasury  for  the 


year  1814yWas 


-  57,694,690  70 


2.  The  WayandMuBUoftht  Trea$uryfir  1814. 

The  gross  charge  upon  the  Treasuiy  for  the  year 
1814,  amounting  to  $67,694,690  70,  included, as  aboTe 
stated,  the  balance  of  the  appropriations  of  1813,  re- 
maining unsatisfied,  at  the  dose  of  that  year.  It  is^ 
therefore,  proper  to  place  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasury, 
the  outstanding  revenue  and  resources,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  1814,  and  these  n^aaistitd  of 
the  following  items : 
Of  cash  in  the  Treaaury  on  the  1st  of 

Januazy,  1814        ....  $6,196,482  00 
Of  revenue  received  at  the  Treasury  in 
thefirstquarterof  1814  4,236,062  28 
Of  revenue  received  in  the 

second  quarter    -        -  2,822,108  06 
Of  revenue  received  in  the 

third  quarter        -        -2,313,183  20 
Of  revenue  received  in  the 
fourth  quarter,  by  esti-  * 
mate  ....  1,920,000  00 

11,811,363  63 

Of  the  proceeds  of  loans 
contracted  for  in  1813, 
and  paid  in  1814  -  3,692,665  00 
Of  the  proceeds  of  Treas- 
ury notes  issued  under 
the  act  of  1818,  and  re- 
ceived in  1814     -        -  1,070,000  00 

4,662,666  00 

Of  the  amountof  the  loan 

authorised  by  the  act  of 

the  24th  Mardi,  1814  26,000,000  00 
Of  the  amount  of  the  loan 

authorised  by  the  act  of 

16th  November,  1814  -  3,000,000  00 


Of  the  amount  of  Treas- 
ury notes  authorised  to 
be  issued  by  the  act  of 
the  4th  of  Match,  1814   5,000,000  00 

Of  the  amount  of  Treasu- 
ry notes  authorised  to  be 
issued  by  the  act  of  De- 
cember 26,  1814  •        -  3,000,000  00 


^28,000,000  00 


8,000,000  00 


$67,170,600  63 


•Cafeemcnt,  therefore,  it  appears 
That  the  charges  on  the  Treasury  for 

1814  amonnted  to   ...         -57,694,5907(1 
That  the  Ways  and  Means    of  the 

Treasury  for  1814  amounted  to        -  67,170^  5i 


tMjmu 


And  this  excess  of  charges  on  the  Treasoiyiasiiiit- 
ingto  624,090  17-100  deUasi,  beyond  thcmyitiid 
means,  actually  appropriated,  will  be  payaUe  ftit  of 
the  revenue,  uncollected  on  the  3 1st  of  December,  181 1 
But,  independent  of  the  general  view  thus  taken  eCtke 
existing  charges  on  the  Treasury,  and  of  thewiyiiad 
means  designated  by  Uw,  for  the  service  of  18  U,  iu 
necessary  to  present  a  statement  of  the  actaal  iscdfA 
and  disbursements  for  that  year. 

The  actual  receipts  at  the  Treasury,  during  theytir 
1814,  amonnted  to  the  sum  of  ^40,007,661  53,  is! 
consisted  of  the  following  itema : 
The  caah  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Janosxy,  1814» 
amounted,  as  above  sUted  to  -        -f5,198^M 
The  revenue  received  at  the  Treasury, 
during  the  year  1814,  amoantedt  as 
above  stated  to       •        .        - 
The  cash  received  at  the  Treaaoty,  in 
the  year  1814,  on  account  of  the  loans 
and  issues  of  Treasury  notes  author- 
ised in   1813,  amounted,  as   above 

stated,  to 

The  cash  received  at  the  Treasury  on 
account  of  the  loans  authorised  in 
1814,  amounted,  in  the  second  quar^ 
ter,  to  .  6,087,014  00 

In  the  third  quarter,  to  -  2,616,060  00 
In  the  fourth  quarter,  by 
estimate,  to        -        -  2,707,810  00 


-  11,311,353  53 


4,662,665  00 


The  cash  received  at  the  Treasury  on 

account  of  the  iMnes  of  Treaanrr 

notes,  authorised  in  I8i4»  amounted 

in  the  second  quarter,  to  1,392,100  00 

In  the  third  quarter,  to  -  1,603,900  06 

In  the  fourth  quarter,  to  4,281,280  00 


11,600,881  00 


7,327,980  00 


46,007,661  S3 


The  actual  diibursemeBtsat  theTias- 
ury,  during  1814,  (taking  a  part  of 
the  fourth  quarter  by  estiaiate,) 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  $36,273,619 
28,  and  consisted  of  the  foUowing 
payments : 

For  the  civil  department  -    933,327  97 

For    miMellaneous    ser- 
vices ....  1,207,492  80 

For  the  diplomatic  de- 
partment ...     206,306  62 

For  the  military  depart- 
ment        -        •         20,610,238  00 

For  the  naval  department  7,31%899  90 

For  the  public  debt        -  8,103,364  69 


38,373.010  » 


The  estimated  balance  of  cash  in  the 
Treasury,  on  the  31st  of  December,  .. 

1814,  being 1,734,00 » 

To  these  views  however,  first,  of  the  geneFdebi^^ 
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on  the  Trecioijy  and  of  the  wajs  uid  niMQs  doilg. 
nated  bj  Imw,  for  the  Mrrice  of  IS  14 ;  and  Meoad,  of 
the  aeiitti  receipU  and  diahonemenM  at  the  Tieaaaiy, 
during  that  year,  it  ia  pnmer  to  add  a  atatoMeoiof  the 
result,  showtoif  the  coadttioa  of  the  Traanrj  at  the 
end  of  181i,in  relalfen  to  fiie  uoaatHfied  demanda,  and 
to  the  vnezpended  wajF*  and  meana. 

The  ufuaa^fUd  demamtb  on  the  Treaamy  «t  the 
sloce  of  1814,  ttnouatod  to  $^lMaO,il71  43,  and  con- 
dated  of  the  hahuMea  of  apprepiiationa  te  the  loOow- 
ng  objects : 

?or  the  can!  departMent  •  «  .  ^19^97  n 
for  miaoeilaMeein^rfieeB  .  .  .  1,M6,MI  36 
for  thedipioaMltodepartaMnt  .     980,040  10 

^»r  tlie  military  department  -        -  9,488,888  83 

for  the  naval  dapattonot  ...  4,488,861  73 
for  the  public  debt      ....  8,467,881  80 


The  uneapembd  umamnt  ^fthe  iMya 
md  means  provided  lor  1814,  was  the 
am  of  988^86^1  88,  and  eonatsted 
f  the  foUowittff  items! 
?aafa  in  the  Treasury  on  the  let  of  Jan- 
uary, 1814,  eotimated  at  1,734,042  36 
toTenae  oncolleeted  and 
ontatandinff,  eatimated  at  4,600,000  00 
kiilliority  telonow  mon«iy 


18^«M),1I71  43 


authorU^conatitntinf  the  ramainia^  waya  and  meana 
deiognated  lor  the  same  year.  "«««w 

thJ  yiSJ'isrr  "^  **"*  •^■•^'"'  "^  ^^  '^'•*"*y  ^""^ 

I.  The  ehargea  upon  the  l^tamir^  for  the  ifm-  ISlt. 
«ta  already  ateertained. 

'^  to  ^SiSl^  ^  "^o  •"'^  •nwpriatloii.  amount 
to  940,638,888  39,  eoBaiatinf   of  the  Ibllewing 

For  civil,  diplomatic^  and  miacellaneous 

F«*S!?!I!L.  "j     "w      •        •        -  f  1,978,389  89 
For  tte  miiitanr  department      .        .    30,343,338  00 

For  the  naval  department  -     8,317,863  00 


^^^^mmmm 


and  to  iaane  Tieaaniy 
Notea,  not  ezeeuted,  or 
not  yet  preductiie,  «aid«r 
acts  of  the  4th  ami  34th 
o{  Marsh,  1814     -  8,163,839  00 

tock  seat  toBurfpe  8k080,- 
000 ;  under  aeiel'  Novem- 
ber 1(^,  1814,  $3»iMM/KM; 
under  act  of  Deaem*  36, 
1814,  93,000,000  -  9,000,000  00 


The  public  debt  vritt  call  £>r  a  sum  of 
$16,493,146  30,  to  answer  the  61- 
lowing  claims : 

For  inteaeat  and  Munbnmement  of 
atocka  aziating  before  the  war,  the 
sum  of     -        .        .8,462,776  46 

For  iaterart  en  the  fund- 
ed debt  cmated  since 
the  war    -        -  3,883,816  73 

For  the  interest  on  loans 
to  be  efiected  in  1816« 
by  estimate       .        .  l^iW^fiOO  00 

For  the  paaoipal  and  in- 
terest of  the  Treaaaiy 
notes  ftlliag  due  in 
1816,  nod  on  the  Ist 
of  Janoaiy,  1816      -  7,617,663  13 


40,638,889  89 


16»488,146^ 


■p  ^ 


-33,896,881  36 


he  aiUTtos  of  waya  and  meana,  in  lef- 
ofonco  to  the  aaNfo  of  1814,  inohidp 
ing  iwenoeaBd  the  nnexeoatad 
thority.to  boDow,«od  to  iasae  T 

. A  _  •         -•  m 


sury  notss^  ia  therefore 


-  3,976,909  «8 


66,033^34  68 


3S 


The  condurion  from  this  sUtement  of  the  ntuation 
the  Treasuy  at  the  close  of  1814,  under  the  difier- 
it  views  which  havo  been  presented,  would  seem  to 
tebiiah,  that  the  ways  and  means  provided  for  the 
rvice  of  that  year  were  considerably  more  than  the 
imands  on  the  Treasniy  would  require.  But  it  must 
^ays  be  recollected  that  the  demands  are  positive 
td  urgent;  while  a  great  portion  of  the  ways  and 
cans  reste  upon  a  precarious  foundation.  Thus : 
tie  unsatisfied  demanda  on  the  Treasury  for  the  ser- 
vice of  1814,  positive  and  urgent  in  their  nature, 

amount  to $19,430,971  43 

lie  cash  in  the  Treasury  and  the 
outstanding  revenue  only  amount 
^ 6,334,043  36 

13,186,938  17 


And,  oonaequently,  the  payment  of  the  «...„.«.««^, 

kounting  to  $18,186,839  17,  for  the  service  of  1814, 

Mt  depend  on  the  aoooeas  of  raising  money  by  loan, 

by  isanes  of  TVeaamy  notea,  vnder  the  nBeseented 

13th  Con.  3d  Sbss. — 35 


Fiom  this  view  it  appania^lhat  waya  and  , 
moat  now  ho  provided  foranezpanditmeof  tho<awiW 
$66,033,034  68,  in  the  ymir  1846,  mdependent  of  aueh 
uditiona  aa  may  ariae  ftom  the  eontemplatad  ealab. 
hatonantof  a  sinking  fund,  m  lelmion  to  the  imMio 
debtcreated  sin«e  the  war,  an<l  Imm  anyoCheTiMr 
object  of  ezpenae,  whieh  ahntt  be  authorised  during 
the  present  year.  ' 

2.  The  We^  and  Mtam^  Me  7¥emwy  for  l«15* 
The  ontotanding  and  uneoUeeted  revenue,  at  the 
cemmeneement  of  1816,  haa  been  oonsidered  aa  appli. 
erne  to  the  payment  of  the  nnsatiafied  bahmcea  of  flie 
appropriations  for  the  preceding  year;  and,  wnae- 
^•wt^f^^  aueh  parte  of  the  revenue  as  shall  ao- 
cne,  and  be  aetaally  received  at  the  Treasury,  during 
*I*T'  *^^  embtaoed  in  the  resonrcee  for  the  current 
aervioe.    But  it  abo  foBows,  from  that  view  of  the  sob- 
^,?^.**?"t•  Tieaamy  is  entiUed  to  be  credited  in 
1816,  for  the  ezceas,  in  the  provision  of  ways  and 
means,  to  meet  the  ezpenditare  of  1814. 
This  exoees,  eonaiatiag  of  cash,  of  outstanding  rer- 
jnne,  and  of  an  authority  to  borrow,  or  to  issue 
Treasury  notes,  amounts,  as  above  steted,  to  the 

■wm  of $3,976,909  83 

The  net  sum  reeeivabte  into  the  Trea- 
sniy  in  the  year  1816,  for  the  duties 
on  goods  imported  daring  that  year, 
cannot  be  safoly  eatimated  at  a  great- 
er sum  than 1,000^060  00 

The  direct  tax  will  probably  give  to  the 
Treaaory,  dvrittg  the  year  1816,  a 
eum  of  -       •       -       -       .       .    3,000,000  00 
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The  internal  duties,  old  and  new,  end  | 

poetage,  on  an  eitimate  which  ie 

stated  in  the  schednle  A,  will  prob- 
ably produce,  in  the  year  1816,  a 

■um  of $7,050,000  00 

The  ealee  of  public  lands  will  probably 

produce,  in  the  year  1815,  a  sum  of  1,000,000  00 
The  amount  of  incidental    leceipti, 

from    miscellaneous    soofoes,   will 

probably  be 100,000  00 

15,186,900  83 


But  it  appears  that  the  single  item  of  public  debt 
will  require,  in  the  year  1816,  a  sum  of— 

$15,493,145  30 

And  that  the  reyenue  (independent  of 
the  excess  of  the  authority  to  bor- 
row, dec.,  brought  from  the  last 
year's  ways  and  means)  will  only  be    1 1,160,000  00 

Leaving  a  deficiency,  in  that  ren>eet 
alone,  of 4,348,145  80 

In  a  more  general  view,  howerer,  it  is  to  be  stated, 
that  the  charges  upon  the  Treasunr  for  the  year 
1815,  amount  to  the  sum  of  -        -  $56,03t,034  69 

That  the  existing  sources  of  supply 

amount  only  to     -        -        -        -    I5,1S5,909  83 

And  that  ways  and  means  must  be 
piovided  to  raise  the  deficit  of        -    40,906,1>4  88 

It  will  be  readily  seen  that  the  estimates  of  the  pro- 
duct of  the  direct  tax,  and  of  the  new  internal  duties, 
are  applicable  only  to  the  present  year ;  and  that,  in 
oToiy  succeeding  year,  the  amount  will  be  greatly 
augmented. 

It  must  also  be  repeated,  that  in  the  statements  now 
preeented,  no  provision  is  inserted  for  the  contem- 
plated sinking  fund;  nor  for  the  payment  of  a  consid- 
erable amount  of  unliquidated  claims  upon  the  Gor- 
emment  for  services  and  supplies ;  as  theee  objects 
seem  to  require  a  distinct  consideration. 

Propo$itum$. 

I.  It  is  respectluUy  propoeed  that  provision  be  made 
to  raise  a  sum  of  f40,906,lS4  86;  in  addition  to  the 
amount  of  the  existing  revenue,  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1815— partly  by  taxes,  partly  by  an  issue  of  Tiea« 
SUIT  notes,  and  partly  by  an  authority  to  procure  money 
by  loan. 

IL  It  is  respectfully  proposed  that  an  additional  sum 
be  raised  by  taxes,  to  the  amount  of  $5^000,000;  and 
that  the  following  objects,  or  a  selection  from  these  oIh 
jects  of  taxation,  graduated  in  the  amount  to  prodnee 
that  sum,  to  be  made  equally  productive,  ahall  fonn 
the  basis  of  the  additional  levy : 
1.  A  tax  upon  inheritances  and  devisee,  to 
be  paid  by  the  heirs  or  devisees*  may  be 

made  to  produce $900,000 

8.  A  tax  upon  bequests,  legacies,  and  statu- 
tory distribution,  to  be  paid  by  the  lega- 
tees or  legal  representatives,  may  be  made 

to  produce 600,000 

3.  An  auxiliary  tax  upon  all  testamentary 
instruments  and  letters  of  administration, 
to  be  paid  by  the  executors  or  admioi»- 
trators,  may  be  made  to  produce  -        •       300,000 
4«  A  tax  upon  legal  process  and  proceed 
ings  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 


m9^J»9 


900,000 


400/m 


to  be  paid  by  the  parties  at  the  time  of 
taking  out  the  process,  or  entering  tlie 
proceedings,  may  be  made  to  prodnee   - 

5.  A  tax  upon  conveyances,  mortgages,  and 
leases,  to  be  paid  by  the  grantees,  mort- 
gageee,  and  leasees,  may  be  made  to 
produce       -        -        -        -        - 

6.  A  stamp  tax  upon  bonds,  penal  bills, 
warrants  of  attorney,  notarial  inatru- 
ments,  policies  of  insurance,  all  negotia- 
ble notes,  protests  of  bills  of  exchange 
and  promissoiy  notes,  bills  of  sale,  and 
hypothecations  of  vessels,  bottomry  and 
reqiondentia  bonds,  may  be  made  to 
produce       ------ 

7.  A  tax  of  one  dollar  upon  every  banal  of 
wheaten  flour,  to  he  paid  by  the  miller, 
may  be  made  to  produce      -        -        . 

8.  A  tax  upon  the  dividends  (other  than  the 
dividends  of  banka,)  and  upon  the  sale 
and  transfer  of  the  stocks  of  banks,  insu- 
rance companiea,  and  other  corporatio— , 
operating  for  profit  upon  a  money  capt* 
tal,  may  be  made  to  ]wodncc 

9.  An  income  tax  may  easily  be  made  to 
produce       -        -        .        -        - 


m.  It  is  respectfully  proposed  that  Um 
'sum  to  be  raised  by  the  specified  taxes  ahafl  be  affio- 
priated  as  follows : 

1 .  Towards  establishing  a  sinking  fund,  in 
relation  to  the  public  debt,  created  ainoe 
the  war        •        -        -  -        -  $ 

8.  Towards  the  payment  of  principal  and 
interest  of  the  Treasury  notes,  to  be  iasaed 
in  the  manner  hereafter  suggested 

3.  Towards  defiraying  the  expenaea  of  the 
present  year         •        -        .        •        - 


600,090 
3,000,OM 


Total 


IV.  It  is  re^MClAilly  propoeed  that  thete  sfcsif  be  an 
emiasion  of  Treasury  notea,  for  the  ssrviee  of  (be  year 
1815,  to  the  amount  of  $15^006^000,  on  the  foHowtng 
plan: 

1.  The  denominations  of  the  notes  shall  be  audi  as 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury*  with  the  approbation  of 
the  President,  may  direct. 

2.  The  notes  of  the  denomination  of  $100  and  up- 
wards shall  be  made  payable  to  order,  and  shaU  bw 
an  interest  of  5  9-5  per  cent,  per  annum. 

3.  The  notes  of  a  denomination  leas  than  $100,8nd 
not  less  than  $90,  shall  be  payable  to  order,  and  bear 
an  interest  at  the  same  rate ;  or  shall  be  payable  to 
bearer,  and  bear  no  interest ;  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  oi  tke 
United  SUtes,  shall  direct. 

4.  The  notes  of  a  denomination  under  $30  shall  be 
made  payable  to  the  bearer,  and  ahall  be  circulated 
without  interest 

6.  The  notes  shall  be  issued,  and  be  made  payable 
to  the  Treasury  only ;  but,  any  portion  of  them  maj 
be  deposited  with  the  loan  officers  of  banks  througboot 
the  United  SUtes,  for  the  purpose  of  being  put  isto 
general  circulation. 

6.  The  holders  of  the  Treasury  notea  not  bearing 
an  interest  may  at  any  time  exchange  them,  m  sums 
not  less  than  $100,  for  certificatea  of  public  slack  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  7  per  cent,  per  annum,  aad  iite- 
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eemable  for  tweWe  years  from  the 
etes  nepeetiTely. 

7.  The  notee  shell  be  reeeiTsble 
le  United  Sutes,  but  in  sach 
muttdm 

8.  The  notes  shell  be  peyebls  by 
^cording  to  their  dstee,  end  in  the 
sd  by  the  Tressary,  to  wit : 

I  1816,  the  sum  of,  (one-fifth) 


1817, 
1818, 
1819, 
1820, 

Total 


do- 

do.     . 

• 

do. 

do. 

. 

do. 

do. 

. 

do. 

do. 

•        • 

date  of  the  certifi- 

in  ell  payments  of 
they  may  be  re« 

annosl  instalment, 
manner  to  be  noti- 

-  $3,000,000 

-  3,000,000 
.  3,000,000 

-  3,000,000 

-  3,000,000 

916,000,000 


9.  The  reimbarsement  of  the  notes  shall  be  effected, 
ocording  to  the  instalments,  either  by  the  payment  of 
le  principsl  end  interest  to  the  holders,  or  by  taking 
at  of  circulation  and  destroying  the  smoant  of  the 
wtalment  in  notes  which  have  been  paid  to  the  Uni- 
sd  States  for  duties,  taies,  or  other  demands. 

10.  There  shall  be  an  appropriation  of  such  a  por* 
ion  of  the  taxes,  above  specined,  ss  will  be  adequate  to 
ti«  i>aymsnt  of  the  snocessiye  instalments  of  the  notes ; 
nd  the  ftith  of  the  United  States  should  be  pledged 
7  make  good  any  deflcieninr. 

11.  There  shall  be  no  additional  iesue  of  Treasuiy 
otes,  except  upon  a  specific  pledge  of  the  same  taxes, 
r  of  other  competent  taxee,to  an  amount  equal  to  the 
eimbonement  of  the  notes,  acooiding  to  the  stipu- 
Ued  instalments. 

Y.  It  is  re^MCtfnlly  propoeed  that  authorify  should 
«  giTon  to  the  Preeident  to  borrow  the  sum  of 
»5,OOO,000,  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States. 

1.  The  loan  to  be  accepted  on  the  most  advantage- 
Qs  terms  that  can  be  obtained. 

2.  The  amount  of  the  loan,  for  the  payment  and 
eeurity  of  principal  and  interest,  to  be  placed  on  the 
ame  footing  as  the  rest  of  the  funded  debt  created 
tnoe  the  war. 

If  the  propositions  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 

he  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  should  be  adopted, 

tie  Tressury  will  be  placed  on  the  following  looting 

)r  the  year  1816 : 

•  The  ascertained  demands  upon  the 
Treasury  amount  to        •        -         $66,033,034  69 

t.  The  existing  sources  ........^.^._ 

of  revenue  and  sup- 
ply wiU  produce        911,160,000  00 

t.  The  excess  of  out- 
standing revenuei  and 
of  authority  to  borxow 
money  and  to  issue 
Treasuiy  notes  for  the 
service  of  1814^  be- 
yond the  demand,  is 
estimated  at 

to  The  taxes  now  pro- 
posed are  estimated  to 
produce,  for  1816 
w  The  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  for  the  ser- 
vice of  1816,  will  pro- 
duco 
^  The  authority  to  raise 
money  by  loan,  for  the 
service  of  1816,  ex- 
tends to    - 


-    3,976,909  83 


-     6/)00,000  00 


-  16,000,000  00 


.  36,000,000  00 


60,136,909  83 


The  demands  on  the  Treasury,  ss  above, 
being  deducted,  amounting  to  -  66,033,034  60 

Leave  a  surplus  of  ways  and  means  of  $4,093,876  14 

The  surplus  of  ways  and  means,  for  the  year  1816» 
will  be  applicable  to  the  establishment  of  the  oontom* 
plated  Sinking  Fund,  and  to  the  payment  of  any  ad- 
ditional expenses  that  Congress  may  authorise. 

In  making  the  present  communication,  I  feel,  sir, 
that  I  have  performed  my  duty  to  the  Legislature  of 
the  country ;  but  when  I  perceive  that  more  than  ibr^ 
millions  of  doUars  must  be  raised,  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1816,  bv  an  appeal  to  public  credit,  through  the 
medium  of  Treasury  notee  and  loans,  I  am  not  without 
sensations  of  extreme  solicitude.  The  unpromising 
state  of  the  public  credit,  and  the  obetructed  state  of 
the  circulating  medium,  are  sufficiently  known.  A 
liberal  imposition  of  taxes,  during  the  session,  ought  to 
raise  the  public  credit,  were  it  not  for  counteracting 
causes ;  but  it  can  have  no  effect  in  restoring  a  nation- 
al circulating  medium.  It  remains,  therefore,  with  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  to  decide,  whether  any  other 
means  can  be  applied  to  restors  the  public  credit,  to 
re-establish  a  national  ctrenlating  medium,  and  to  fo- 
cilitate  the  necessary  anticipa^ona  of  the  public  reve- 
nue. The  humble  opinion  of  tlus  Department  on  the 
subject  has  been  respectfully,  though  frankly,  expressed 
on  former  occasions,  and  it  remains  unchanged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vrith  great  consideration,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

J.  W.  Eppxs,  Esq.,  CAmhnofi,  ^» 

Schedule  A. 

TmxAsvmr  Dxpabtxxitt, 

RxTxvvs  Orficx,  Dee.  16, 1814. 
Sim:  I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  your  re- 
quest, to  submit  the  annexed  estimates  of  the  prodncte 
of  the  existing  internal  duties,  and  of  the  additional 
duties  propoeed  to  be  laid  by  the  bills  now  before  Con- 
gress ;  the  first  statement  exhibiting  the  producte  for  an 
entire  year  after  the  respective  duties  shall  be  in  full 
operation,  and  the  last  statement  showing  the  amounto 
that  may  be  expected  to  be  received  firom  each  duty 
during  the  year  1816.  It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that 
the  materials  do  not  exist  for  forming  estimates,  with 
regard  to  the  new  duties,  on  which  a  perfect  reUanco 
ahottid  be  reposed. 
I  am,  very  rcHMctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  SMITH, 
CommiuUmer  of  the  Sevenue. 
Hon.  SxcBXTAMT  of  the  TVeoiury. 

No.  1. 

EUimaiet  of  the  produete  of  the  exkting  itUemal  du- 
tietf  end  of  the  propoeed  additUmelduHeM  for  an 
entire  year  after  they  ehaii  be  in  full  operaiian, 
Stampe         ......       $610,000 

Carriages 300,000 

Sales  at  auction    -        •        .        -        •  300,000 

Refined  sugar       ...        -        -  160,000 

Licenses  to  retailers      -        -        -        -  900,000 

Licenses  for  stills,  with  the  duty  on  spirito       4,000,000 
Postage        .----•  260,000 

Lotteries 160,000 

Furniture 1,238,000 

Hofsee  for  the  saddle  and  cairiige  70,000 
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Operaiim  of  1^  Dirtot  Tax. 


Jamoary^IW. 


Gold  watches 604K)0 

Wkwt  VNitehM 170,000 

Boola 76,000 

fiaddlM  Aod  MdlM        ....  66ga00 

Paper 50,000 

CudlM S00,000 

PieyiDgeuds 80,000 

Tobacco  and  niiff        •        .       •        •  900,000 

Hats    .                         •   *    -        -        *  400/WO 

Iron 360,000 

Naila «»,000 

Bflei»ala»aiidMi«ar     ....  60,000 

• OOQiiOO 


•10,979,000 


No.  9. 

Eiikmate  qf  the  MKNinli  that  «u^  be  taqfetUi  to  be 
received  from  thejhr^going  duUu,  dwrtng  the  jfear 
1816. 

Stamps 9510.000 

900,000 

910,000 

150,000 

876,000 

9,600/MK) 

950,000 

60,000 

i;t38,000 

70,000 

00,000 

170,000 


570,000 


Bales  at  aactbn    .       .       .        .        - 

Refined  sugar 

Licenses  to  retailen      .... 
Licenses  for  stills,  with  the  datj  on.  spirits 

PosUga 

Lotteries 

Fumitare     ...... 

Hoiaes  for  the  saddle  and  carriage 
Gold  watches        .        .        .        •        . 
Silver  watches      .        .        .        .        . 

Boots  •  •  • 
Saddles  and  bridles 
Paper  .  -  • 
Candies 
Playing  caida 
Tobaeoo  aad  annff 
Hats     • 

Iron      ... 
Naila   -       . 
Beer,.«le^  and  porter 
Laather 


This  estimate  htf  bean  made  on  the 
the  bills  laying  the  new  duties  will  be 
Ij  to  the  1st  ef  Janoai^  naxt. 


Monday,  Janiuiry  23. 
Ordertd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  dive  barged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petitions  of  the  tallowchandlers  in 
Philadelphia;  the  brewera  in  the  city  of  H%m 
York ;  non«retid«nt  owners  of  lands  lymg  m  the 
State  of  Ohio;  the  Paper  Mftanfieturing  Society 
of  Pennsylvania;  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  New 
Tork,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Bank;  F.  F.  Breroao;  Stephen  Qirard;  as  also, 
from  the  resolution  of  the  4th  of  October  last,  in- 
•tructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  the  proprietors  of  spirituous  liquors  dis- 
tilled from  domestic  materials  of  which  they  are 
themselves  the  growers,  to  sell,  without  licanse, 
Miy  quantity  thecaoC  not  itas  than  one  gallon. 


$7^069,000 


lontttti 


Mr.  McKbb,  frMB  she  Gonmiifce  m  tbe  Pab 

lie  Lands,  reported  m  bill  grmntio^  «  doaatioB  ej 
thrae  hundred  and  twenty  acrea  c»f  laad  Co  As- 
thony  Shane ;  which  was  raad  the  lint  tine,  ^m^ 
on  motion,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  aecood  fiincv 
and  oommkled  to  a  CanuBitlee  of  the  Whole 
House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Peonsylraaia,  prcseaied  the 
petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Penasylvanra, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  an  unifocm  sys- 
em  of  liankrnpiey. — Referred. 

Mr.  Sppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  tad 
Meaas,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  additional  rev- 
enue for  defraying  the  ezpenaea  of  Gk>veiiimeat, 
and  maintaininff  public  credit,  by  laving  a  doif 
on  lotteries;  a  Dili  for  the  relief  of  Saltos.  Sob. 
dt  Co.,  merchanti*,  of  the  city  of  New  Todj 
and  a  bill  to  amend  the  aet  laying  daiiea  qb  te- 
tailers'  licenses,  for  the  relief  of  dooaeatic  maaa- 
facturers  of  wine,  who  thcmaelves  dbpoae  of  thea 
product;  the  tvofirat  of  which  were  eomaaitted. 
aad  the  latter  oidered  to  he  aagrowed  for  a  thif4 
reading. 

OPERATION  OP  THE  DIRECT  TAX. 

Mr.  Bppca,  firom  the  CommUtea  of  Wi^  and 
Meaas,  oaade  a  report  oa  the  petitioaa  of  the  ia* 
habitaata  of  the  eoaaties  of  Haekmaa  aad  Dkk- 
soQ,  in  the  State  of  Teaaeaaee  ;  whtoh  waa  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  Tlio  report  is  as 
follows: 

That  the  peHlunen  pnQr  to  be  relievad  fion  ths 
unequal  epeiation  of  toe  act  iasposuig  a  disect  tez. 
The  •— —  aeetion  of  the  act  aadwriaod  tfa*  sevenl 
State  Lagislatures  to  vary  the  amu  impoesd  oa  Ae 
Mspeelive  coantias.    The  LegUatoM  of  the  Slate  of 
Tennessee  passed  an  act,  requiriag  the  aass  moi s  of  ^ 
United  Btatea,  after  the  vrfaatiena  were  ooopJeted.  to 
equalise  and  apportion  the  tax  on  the  seToral  oocmtiflL 
The  Oengreasof  the  Ufdied  Stateapsanda  iasr  dedar- 
iag  Its  esseot  to  the  act  of  the  Stale  of  TeBoeRiee,  widk 
a  paaviso»dedariag, "  that  in  esa>  the  aw— an  ahoald, 
from  any  drcumstanee,  fail  to  sMhs  the  eqaaliBatioa 
and  apportionmeat  feqnirad  ly  the  aet  of  the  Btala  of 
TenneaMe,tetthon,  and  in  that  eaaa,  tine  tax  ahonU 
he  levied  and  eoUeded  in  the  faon  preocrihed  hw  the 
law  of  the  United  States,  imposing  a  direct  tax/'    It 
appears  that  some  of  the  aosessoia  peifauied  the  da- 
ties  lequiied  by  the  act  of  the  Stale  of  Toaaense; 
the  sssBssor  from  the  connty  of  If  any  lefhaed  to  db- 
charge  the  dntieo  required  by  the-aet ;  in  oenaeqneBoerf 
which  the  coantiesof  Hickman  and  Dickaan  wen  da> 
prired  of  the  advantages  deriTod  from  the  equaJintiaa 
aad  apportionmeat,  and  the  tax  was  levied  and  od- 
lecled  in  oonlbrmity  with  the  ptovadoBs  of  the  lav  4if 
the  United  States,  dcelarnig  tlie  asaent  of  Congnss  to 
the  act  of  the  State  of  TennesBee.    The  pstitiooeis 
state,  that  the  refusal  of  the  aasestor  to  act,  has  sub* 
jeeted  the  conn^  of  Hickman  to  a  tax  of  fifty-ibor 
oenta  in  the  handled  dollara,  and  the  oonaty  of  Dick- 
son to  a  tax  of  forty  cents,  while  the  cooo^  of  Many, 
the  place  of  residence  of  the  ssssssnr,  ia  aotyjeeted  to  a 
tax  of  only  nineteen  cents  in  the  hundred  dolus. 
The  petitioners  pray,  either  that  the  eqnalixatiBB  nay 
be  now  made,  or  that  the  counties  of  Hickmsi  and 
IMckson  may  be  allowed  a  credit  for  the  son  with  i 
which,  from  the  conduct  of  the  aoaaoaor,  thif  were 
made  chaigeahle.    It  cannot  be  doabted  but  thil  tho 
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condnet  of  the  aw—or  pnidaced,  »•  iteted  by  Um  pe« 
titioncn,  uwqnality  in  the  opantion  of  the  tax  on  tfao 
countiM  of  Hickman  and  Dickaon.  A«,  bowoTor,  the 
Btete  of  Tenaeaaee  alone  had  the  bene6t  of  e  partial 
9qUaIiiation  by  the  aaaeaanta,  all  the  ooonties  in  all  the 
Btatee  might,  with  equal  justice,  claim  an  examination 
>f  the  principles  on  which  their  reapective  portions  of 
he  State  qnota  haTO  been  fixed.  By  the  direct  tax 
>ill  recently  passed,  provision  is  made  for  an  equaliza- 
ion  of  the  tax ;  this  will  afford  ample  relief  for  the 
:oanties  of  Hickman  and  Dickson,  against  the  fliture 
operation  of  the  inequality  complained  of.  The  tax 
laving  been  paid  in  many  of  the  States,  and  the  col- 
ection  having  progreased  in  all,  the  committee  consider 
hat  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  recommend  any  mea- 
nire  which  might  bring  into  question  the  principles  on 
^hich  die  tax  was  originally  imposed.  The  fbllowtng 
resolution  is,  therefore,  sobmitted : 

Rtmthed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petftioiiers  onght 
not  to  be  granted. 

DUTY  ON  STILLS. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Vieansy  made  a  report  oo  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  tbe  State  of  Connecticut,  owners 
>f  stills^  referred  on  tbe  2d  of  November,  1814  ; 
vhicb  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was 
•forred  the  petittOB  of  sondry  peoprieton  of  copper 
tills  in  the  State  of  Gonneeticot,  enbmit,  as  a  part  of 
heiY  iepert»  aletter  firom  the  Oommiasioaer  of  the  Beve- 
iQe«  On  a  view  of  tbe  fiicU  contained  in  the  letter, 
hs  committee  unite  in  opinion  with  the  Commissioner 
f  tbe  Revenue,  that  tbe  duty  recently  imposed  on  the 
;allon  of  si^rits  distilled  vrill  tend,  in  some  degree,  to 
emedy  the  inequali^  complained  of,  and  that  it  is  in- 
expedient, at  present,  to  vary  the  proportion  between 
he  duty  on  stills  and  boilers. 

TrnxAsuMT  DxPABTMxirr, 

RxTXjrvx  OxYicx,  Nov*  S5, 1814. 

8im:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
if  your  favor  of  the  S3d  instant,  enclosing  a  petition 
rom  sundry  inhabitanto  of  the  State  of  Conneeticut, 
epresentmr  the  unequal  operation  of  the  existing  du^ 
m  stills  and  boilers. 

The  infi»rmation  in  my  possession  does  not  enable 
ne  to  form  a  decided  opinion  whether  the  piessat  duty 
m  stUls  is  gieater  than  it  Aoold  be,  oompawd  wHh 
hat  on  boilen.    Sevenl  letters  have  been  received^ 
ai  of  which  state  tiie  advaotages  whidi  the  diatiUets 
yill  derive  firom  recent  improvements  in  the  eenstrao* 
Ion  of  boilers,  and  genenally  reeommeiidiBg  an  in* 
seased  duty  on  thmn ;  but  it  does  net  satisftetorily 
ippear  tiiat  tiiese  advantages  are  peculiar  to  boilen^ 
md  Uiat  equal  advantages  do  not  attach  to  some  stills 
»ver  otheis,  owing  to  the  late  improvements  in  their 
instruction.    Such  is  undoubtedly  tbe  variety  in  the 
onus  and  modes  of  operation  of  the  several  descriptions 
>f  vessels  used  in  the  United  States  for  the  purposes 
>f  distillation,  in  their  productive  powers,  and  in  the 
ixpenfle  with  which  they  are  worked,  that  the  existing 
luty  is  relatively  light  on  some,  compared  with  other 
tills,  and  on  some,  compared  with  other  boilers,  as 
veil  as  on  some  boilen  compared  with  some  stills. 
This  effect,  it  vrill  be  perceived,  is  altogether  inde^ 
lendent  of  the  duty,  and  is  incident  to  the  sopnior 
mprovements  of  tbe  one  kind  of  vessel  over  the  other. 
Hm  boilers,  it  la  to  be  added,  being  of  veeeot  iatrodno* 


tion,  possess,  so  fior  as  applicable  to  them,  all  the  ia- 
provements  made  in  stflis. 

From  an  iaapection  of  the  whole  nnmber  of  hcensM 
aeeertained  to  haNre  been  granted  in  all  the  eotteetiea 
districts  daring  the  two  first  quarters  of  the  pveaent 
year,  and  in  seventy  districts  lor  tbe  third  quarter,  it 
appears  that  there  have  been  granted  18,846  licensee 
fiw  stills,  and  64S  fi>r  boilen;  of  which  number  than 
have  been  granted  in  the  State  of  Comieetiesl.4S6  fiir 
tf^XU,  and  S8  for  bmlers. 

It  is  certainly  desinble  that  a  juet  equality  ahould 
characterise  the  duty  on  stills  and  boilers.  A  just 
equality  cannot,  bewever,  reqnin  the  impesilien  of  each 
a  duty  as  woald  tend  in  any  way  to  distaib  the-  lei*. 
tive  benefits  attendant  on  difierent  deecriptions  of  v«». 
seb  wUch  would  be  used  independent  ef  the  exjetenee 
of  the  daty,  much  less  to  dejnive  ingeaoity  of  the 
stimaloa  to  impiovemenft  which  it  reasonably  findate 
the  prafi*  that  flows  fipom  such  impreveaeiit. 

Upon  the  wholes  as  the  conleMplated  duty  on  the 
gallon  of  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  StsteewiH^ 
in  soBM  dejpse^  oivoreome  any  iaequali^  in  thepnaent 
daty,  and  as  moss  espeneaee  of  tibe  operatien  of  the 
present  dn^  is  reqvtied  to  weertiin  the  natnre  and 
axtenlof  any  eamting  ineqaaUties,  I  nnof  tiie  onialon 
that  it  woald  be  ines^pedienl  at  due  time  to  vary  the 
pMoitwtt  between  the  duty  on  atiUs  and  boilen. 

lam,  with  great  respect,  ditc.» 

a'H.  SMITH, 
Cwnmitaiemr  ofUk»  Restniu. 

Son.  Jbnir  W.  BrMs,  CAarfhiMNt,  4^. 


IMSTIUCT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Sppsa,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meaflt^in  piintiaD«e  of  fb«  resolntioif  ioMnwdnr 
them  to  inqnire  into  tbe  expediency  of  irapostn^ 
a  direct  tax  on  tbe  District  ot  Columbia,  and  other 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  made  a  report 
thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  to  provide  addi- 
tional rerenue  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Qor- 
ernmenc,  and  maintaining  the  pablio  credit,  by 
laying  a  direct  tax  opon  the  District  of  Colum* 
bia ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Tbe  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  sixteenth  daoaeof  tha  eighth  section  ef 

tiia  Gon^italion  deelaies,  that  Cengreas  shall  hava 

power  to  <«exereise  exehnive  legltiatiott,  u  ail  caees 

whalsoever^  over  soeh  district  of  country,  not  sxceedU 

ing  tea  anles  squan,  as  may,  by  ceesion  of  partienhtr 

Sutes  and  the  accsptanoa  of  Congress,  beoome  the 

Seei  of  the  Gevenunent  of  the  United  Statesw'^    No 

doubt  can  be  entertained  but  that  thto  general  grant 

of  legiaiative  powers,  must  include  the  rigbl  of  imp^ 

sing  taxes,  wfakh  is  among  the  most  coounon  and 

ordiaary  objasts  of  legislation.    If  or  is  it  believed  that 

the  excreiM  of  tfan  power,  solar  as  it  respects  tiie  Bis> 

tnetof  Cohimbia,  is  eitiier  prohibited  or  limited  ht 

any  claase  of  the  Conatitotion.    The  third  claoieer 

the  eeomd  section  of  tin  Goastitution,  vrhich  deciarea 

""  thai  rapressototiives  anddiieot  taxes  shall  be  appoi^ 

tioned  aauMg  the  several  States^  whieh  may  be  in- 

ohidsd  wilhin  this  Unaoa,  aeeoidiag  to  Uielr  respective 

numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  ^  adding  to  the 

whole  number  of  free  persons,  induing  those  bound 

to  service  ibr  a  term  of  yean,  and  excluding  Indians 

not  taxed,  tiiree-fifUis  of  all  other  persons,"  u  consid* 

ered  as  applying  exclusively  to  the  Slates,  and  waa 

evidentiy  deaigned,  so  Ibr  as  nspectp  the  imposition  of 

tasee,  as  a  safastHoto  for  the  nrie  of  apperttonment  Axed 
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I7  th«  eighth  Aitiele  of  Oie  Old  Confadeimtioii,  nndar 
which  each  Bute  contributed  for  the  eemmoa  defence 
ttid  general  welfeie,  aeeording  to  the  Taloe  of  ite  land% 
haildinga,  and  improfementa,  inatead  of  the  amount 
of  tta  population.  The  right  to  tax  the  other  Territo- 
liei  of  the  United  States,  appean  equallj  clear*  The 
ibnrth  article  of  compact  between  the  United  Statea 
and  the  Territories,  deelaree  **  the  laid  territory  and 
the  Statea  which  may  be  formed  therein,  ahall  ferarer 
remain  a  part  of  thia  Confederacy  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  subject  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
and  to  such  alterations  therein  as  may  be  oonstitn- 
tionally  made,  and  to  all  the  acts  and  ordinances  of  the 
United  Statea  in  Congreas  aasemUed,  conformable 
Uie^eto.  The  inhabitants  and  settlers  in  the  said  terri- 
tory, shall  be  subject  to  pay  a  part  of  the  federal  debt, 
contracted  or  to  be  contracted,  a  proportional  part  of 
Uie  expenses  of  Government,  to  be  apportioned  on 
them  by  Congress  aeeording  to  the  same  common  rule 
and  measure  by  which  apoortionments  thereof  shall  be 
made  on  the  other  States/' 

On  the  other  point  referred  to  the  eommittee,  via : 
the  policy  of  impoaiDg  a  direct  tax,  they  haTo  bestowed 
all  the  attention  whidi  its  importance  merits,  from  in- 
Tohring  the  principlee  of  representation  and  taxation. 
It  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  imposition  of  taxes,  by 
poisons  who  owe  complete  responsibility  to  the  people, 
IS  one  of  the  best  s^urities  against  the  abnae  of  power. 
By  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States^  this  princi- 
ple of  representative  responsibility  was  violated,  so  fer 
as  respects  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  people  transferred  to  persons  over 
whose  election  the  inhabitants  have  no  control.  The 
only  question  is,  whether  their  being  placed  in  a  pecu- 
liar situation  by  the  Constitution,  ought  to  operate  ae 
a  permanent  exemption  from  taxes.  It  is  not  believed 
that  the  right  to  tax,  exercised  by  perM>ns  who  owe  no 
responsibility  to  those  on  whom  their  laws  must  oper- 
ate, is  in  principle  more  exceptionable,  than  the  exer- 
awb  of  powers  which  ajfect  the  personal  rights,  and 
even  the  life  of  the  citizen.  On  these  important  ques- 
tionsy  however,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  must 
legislate.  No  other  power  can,  within  the  District  of 
Columbia,  prescribe  the  regulations  necessary  to  pro- 
tect the  innocent  and  punish  the  guilty.  In  a  free 
country,  every  portion  or  the  community  ought  to  con- 
tribute to  the  common  defence  and  general  welfere ; 
nor  is  it  believed  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitntion 
intended  to  violate  this  principle,  by  exempting  from 
taxea  a  district  of  countiy  whose  natural  advantages 
are  surnassed  by  no  portion  of  the  United  Sutes,  and 
which  derives  peculiar  benefits  from  the  disbursement 
annually  of  large  sums  drawn  from  other  portions  of 
the  Union. 

The  situation  of  the  other  Territories  is  materially 
difierent :  at  a  distance  from  market,  with  a  large  por- 
tion of  unimproved  and  unproductive  land,  they  are 
atill  struggling  with  all  the  inconveniences  attendant 
'  on  infent  settlements,  surrounded  by  powerful  tribes 
of  hostile  savages.  While,  therefore,  no  doubt  can  be 
entertained  as  to  the  Constitutional  right  to  impoae  a 
direct  tax  on  Territoriea,  the  committee  deem  it  at  prea- 
ent  inexpedient,  and  submit  a  bill  for  imposing  a  direct 
tax  on  the  Distiict  of  Columbia. 

CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Clabk,  of  Kentucky,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  orders  of  the  day 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow,  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  reaoltttion  for  the 


remof  a1  of  Pttrick  If  ifrnMler  fron  ibe  office  of 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represeotatircs.  «id  the 
appointment  of  m  soeeessor. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  eoBsideratioft 
of  the  resolution  offered  on  Sacarday,  by  Mr^ 
Clark,  on  that  subject. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Fisk.  of  Vermoot, 
to  postpone  the  further  coosideration  of  this  mo- 
tion to  Monday  next;  which  wns  opposed  by 
Mr.  DuTALL,  and  Mr.  Clark,  and  sapponcd  by 
Mr.  FiaK.  Mr.  Farrow,  and  Mr.  Hawkirs,  when 
Mr.  F18K  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  adoption  of  the  resolre  was  thea  opposed 
by  Mr.  Wriqbt,  in  a  speech  of  full  two  boors  ia 
length.  It  was  also  opposed  by  Mr.  QBOi.aoi 
and  Mr.  McKm.  and  supported  by  Mr.  PsABaos, 
Mr.  Macon,  and  Mr.  Clark. 

Mr.  McKm  mored  to  postpone  the  farther  eoa- 
sideration  of  the  resolution  to  this  day  week. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  CLAaa,  Mr. 
Pearsor,  and  Mr.  Oaklet,  and  supported  bf 
Mr.  Moore  and  Mr.  Eppbs. 

The  motion  was  finally  decided  at  a  late  boor 
as  follows :  For  postponement  71,  a^inst  it  71. 

The  Speaker  decided  the  questioa  by  an  if- 
firmative  vote,  and  the  farther  considermtioe  of 
the  reaolution  waa  therefore  postponed  10  thti  day 
week. 

[The  foundation  for  this  motion  to  oust  Mr. 
Maorudbr  is  briefly  this:  During'  the  late  ioevr- 
sion  of  the  enemy,  Mr.  M.  was,  on  account  of 
ill-bealtb,  at  the  Bprinin,  and,  of  course,  absrat 
from  the  city,  lea?iDg  nis  office  in  cbar^  of  his 
clerks.  The  principal  clerk  being  a  colonel  fa 
the  militia,  and  all  the  others  except  one  called 
out  in  the  militia,  one  of  those  so  in  service  was, 
on  the  near  approach  of  the  enemy,  permitted  to 
return,  and,  with  the  remaining  clerk,  to  attempt 
the  salvation  of  the  records.  Many  of  iliem,  and 
those  the  most  valuable,  were  tMred  by  being 
carried  into  the  country ;  othera,  of  less  impot' 
tance,  were  removed  into  the  bouse  formerly  be- 
longing to  General  Washingioo,  which  was  wan- 
tonly  destroyed  by  the  enemj.  Among  the  pa- 
pers left  in  the  Capitol  were  the  vouchers  of  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  past  y^^^  which, 
being  in  a  small  drawer,  were  overlooked,  and 
Irrecoverably  lost  in  the  general  cottfiagration. 
Soon  after  the  meeting  of  Congress,  in  eonse- 
qoenee  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Magruder  namtiog 
these  circumstances,  and  inviting  inquiry,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  investigate  the  matter, 
who  reported  unfavorably  to  the  clerks  as  to  the 
exertions  made  in  savinr:  the  public  papers ;  and 
also  reported  that,  out  or  (50.000  received  on  ac- 
count of  contingent  moneys,  and  all  of  which, 
except  about  $3,000,  is  alleged  to  have  been  ex- 
pended, vouchers  are  produced  for  little  more 
thah  $30,000  of  the  amount,  which,  or  a  great 
part  of  it,  the  committee  infer  has  been  impro/H 
erly  used.  Whereupon,  the  House  resolves  tbst 
the  Clerk  shall  have  credit  at  the  Treasury  /or 
all  the  ascertained  expenditures,  and  such  otlier 
amount  as  he  shall  produce  or  hereafter  o^ia 
vouchers  for.  It  ought  to  be  observed  tbti  the 
contingeal  fund  has  alwajfs  been  ezcluaivcif  tut- 
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ler  the  direecioa  of  Mr.  Magruder's  principal 
:lerk,  aod  it  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  M.  himself 
bad  aof  knowledge  of  its  disbursement,  consid- 
eriog  it  as  ha?iDg  been  duly  eoatrolled  by  the 
C/ommittee  of  Accounts.  Under  these  circom- 
itances  a  motion  is  made  to  remove  him,  on  the 
rround  of  neglect  in  confiding  these  matters  to 
lis  deputies;  which  is  opposed  on  the  ground  of 
lis  unimpeachable  character  and  general  good 
londoct.  This  is  belie?ed  to  be  an  impartial 
tatement  of  the  case.] 
The  House  adjourned  at  a  late  hour. 

TuESDAT,  January  24. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  making  provision  for  sub- 
listiug  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  by  author- 
zing  the  appointment  of  commissaries  of  subsist- 
ence ;  which  was  read  twice,  aod  committed  to 
\  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Troop,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
\  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  land 
for  the  use  of  the  United  States;  which  was  read 
wice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
;hird  time  to*morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowmobb, 

Ordered^  That  Qeneral  Winder  have  leave  to 
vithdraw  the  papers  mentioned  in  the  Journal  of 
he  21st  instant,  by  his  agreeing  to  furnish  copies 
hereof  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
rom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  the 
innual  report  of  the  Commiseioners  of  the  Navy 
tension  Fund. 

Aq  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act  laying  du- 
ies  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous 
iquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  was  read  the 
bird  time  and  passed. 

Oo  motion  ol  Mr.  Inobam,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
ief  of  Isaac  Smith  and  Bratton  Caldwell,  passed 
he  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered 
o  be  engrossed. 

The  order  of  the  day,  on  Mr.  Jackson's  propo- 
sition to  amend  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  give  to 
C^oogress  power  to  establish  a  National  Bank,  dbc. 
laving  been  called  over,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jack* 
SON  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post* 
joned  indefinitely. 

The  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  Oliver  Evans's 
patent  for  his  improvement  on  steam  engines,  uu- 
lerwent  considerable  discussion,  in  Committee  of 
;he  Whole,  and  was,  after  a  long  debate,  amended, 
lod  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
idding  thereto,  the  following  proviso : 

<'  And  pnmded  abOf  That  the  said  Oliver  Evans 
ihall  not  be  entitled  to  any  of  the  privileges  granted 
>y  this  act,  bat  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
ihall  permit  any  person  or  persons  to  use  the  improve- 
nents  of  the  said  Oliver  £vans  in  the  machineiy  of 
nilla  for  the  manofsctnre  of  flour  during  the  continu- 
inca  of  his  extended  patent  therefor,  upon  the  same 
«rm«  as  were  demanded  by  the  said  Oliver  Evans  be- 
bre  the  extension  of  the  said  patent." 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was 
>rdered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  time  to-morrow. 


WEnnssoAT,  January  25. 

Mr.  McKbd,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  and«ez- 
tend  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  16th  April, 
1814,  entitled  ''an  act  confirming  certain  claims 
to  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providing 
for  their  location ;"  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

The  engrossed  bill,  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  establishing  the  fees  of  the  health  officer 
and  harbor  master  of  the  ports  of  Savannah  and* 
St.  Mary's,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  further  considera- 
tion  of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  Monday  next;* 
which  motion  was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  the* 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  was,  after  debate^ 
postponed  indefinitely. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase 
of  a  certain  tract  of  land  for  the  use  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  (in  the  vicinity  of  Plattsburg)  waa 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed ;  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence  therein. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of*Isaac  Smith 
and  Bratton  Caldwell,  was  read  a  third  tlm^ 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the  time  of 
Oliver  Evans's  patent,  for  bis  improvement  in  the 
steam  engine,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Fi8K,  of  New  York,  moved  to  postpone 
indefinitely  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill; 
which  motion  was  decided  as  follows  by  yeas 
aod  nays :  For  the  motion  54,  against  it  79. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  and  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate  requested  in  the  amendments  made 
by  the  House  thereto. 

MILITIA  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
Mr.  Jagkbon's  bill  to  amend  the  militia  law,  so 
as  to  conform  the  organiziition  of  the  militia  of 
the  several  States,  as  far  as  regards  the  officers 
thereof,  to  that  of  the  military  force  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wriqhi^  of  Mary- 
land, to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the  bill. 

That  motion  was  sijperseded  by  a  motion  of 
Mr,  Taylor,  of  New  York,  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  indefinitely. 

The  object  of  the  bill  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Jackson,  Hawkimb,  Cannon,  and  others,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Wbiobt,  Taylor,  Fickrrino, 
Webbter,  and  others. 

The  arguments  in  favor  of  the  bill  were,  gene- 
rally, the  dissonance  arising  from  the  dissimi* 
larity  of  the  provisions  of  the  State  laws  for 
organizing  the  militia,  to  those  of  the  laws  direct- 
ing the  organization  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
Slates ;  and  the  confusion  hence  produced  in  the 
militia  draughu.  dbc.  The  opponents  of  the  bill 
contended  that  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  disturb  the  present  organi- 
zation of  the  militia,  which^  it  was  also  said,  was 
by  many  well-informed  miliury  men  believed  to 
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he  superior  to  the  organizatioa  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States^  <&c. 

The  qoestioD  on  iDdeflnite  postponement  was 
decided  in  theaffirmatire:  For  the  postponement 
'94,  against  it  45,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Avery,  Baylies 
of  MassadiQsetts,  Bigelow,  Bojd,  Bradhaiy,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Burwel],  Butler,  Caperton, 
Caldwell,  Calhoan,  Champion,  Cilley,  Comstock, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Daven- 
nort,  Davis  of  Maasacbnaetts,  Ely,  Farrow,  FidL  of 
Kaw  York,  Forney,  Gholaon,  Goldsborougli,  Qoodwjrn, 
'Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbfoiick»  Benderaon,  Hopkins  of 
Kentucky,  Hongerlbrd,  Holbert,  Inring,  Jackaon  of 
Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  Maryhnd,  King  of  Maasachn* 
4wttSt  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lefferts,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moaeley,  Ormshy,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, Piper,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rich,  Roane,  Rnggles,  Schuraman,  Seyhert,  Sheffey, 
dherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
IVonp,  Vose,  Ward  of  Masaachnsetts,  Ward  of  New 
Janey,  Webstar,  Wheaton,  WUcox,  Williams,  Wilson 
of  Massachnsetto,  Winter,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Naxs — Messrs.  Alston,  Anmraon,  Barboor,  Bard, 
Biaea,  Cannon,  Chappall,  dendenia,  Desha,  DnvaH, 
Earle,  Findley,  Forsyth,  Oonrdin,  Griffin,  Harris, 
Hawea«  Hawkins,  Hnbbard,  Hwnphraya,  Ingerstdl, 
Ingham,  Jackaon  of  Viigiiiia,  J<4iaaoii  of  Ksntucky, 
Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kilhoom,  Lyla,Maeon,  McLean,  Mur- 
fiee.  Nelson,  Newton,  Pickens,  Pleasants^  tUmtL  of 
Tennessee,  Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Sevier,  Shai^  Btnmg, 
Tannehill,  Udree,  and  Wilaon  of  Pennsylvania. 

Tborooat  January  26. 

Mr.  Yangbt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claima, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the  Preaident 
and  Directors  of  the  Anacoatia  Bridge  Company ; 
which  waa  read,  when, 

Mr.  Yamcby  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Anacoatia  Bridge  Company ;  which  waa  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Commiuee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  PLaASANTB,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs^  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  employed,  one  or 
more  floating  batteries  for  the  defence  of  the 
waters  of  the  United  States,"  without  amend- 
ment; and  the  bill  waa  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Saturday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tayuor,  the  Committee  of 
Military  Affairs  was  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  or  amending  so  much 
of  the  act  for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for 
the  government  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  as  relates  to  the  infliction  of  corporal  pun- 
ishment. 

On  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  imposing  a  doty 
on  silver  plate  and  jewelry  manufactured  for  sale, 
in  the  hands  of  the  manufacturer. 

Mr.  Taylor  also  submitted  for  consideration 
the  following  resolution :  I 


MemUoedf  That  the  oommittee  on  ao  mnA  of  lk» 
Meaaage  of  the  Prasldeat  of  the  Uniaed  Steftca  asn. 
latea  to  the  militia,  be  instmcted  to  inqoiie  whcckr 
any,  and,  if  any,  what  provision  oagbt  to  be  asade  bj 
Uw  for  aaseawig,  ooUeetiBg,  or  ramittiiiir  fines  n- 
posed  on  officers,  BMi-comuiaaioBed  oflkeis  aarfjvi- 
vatea,  by  militia  ooorts  martial. 

Mr.  McCoy,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  mmmd  this 
motion  by  adding  thereto  the  followiix:  ^'And 
that  they  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  iaereas- 
ing  the  nnes  on  such  officers,  Bon-eoaimiMaed 
officers,  and  privates,  for  offencea  under  the  mili- 
tary laws;"  which  motion  was  negatived. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Taylob  waa  then  agreed 
to  as  moved  by  him. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  lefts 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  tranamittiaf 
the  remainder  of  the  copies  ordered  to  be  prinisii  | 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  digest  <tf 
the  returns  of  the  arts  and  manufaetares  of  thi 
United  States. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Hear; 
Niramo,  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

PETITION  OF  GEORGE  BITE. 

Mr.  Chappell,  from  the  Committee  on  Pcb^ 
sions  and  RevolutioDary  Claims,  made  a  report 
OD  the  petition  of  George  Hite ;  which  was  read, 
and  the  reaolatioo  therein  eoatained  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  Hooae. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  aaks  Congieaa  to  lemimcnts 
fahn  fiw  a  number  of  Degroea,  hoiasis,  and  cattle,  which, 
be  allegea,  were  the  nopeity  of  has  father;  and  which 
were  taken  by  the  Cherokee  Indiana  in  the  year  infi, 
from  his  ftther'a  raddonee,  after  having  ftnt  killed  the 
whole  family,  aaoapt  himaalf ;  oobm  of  wUaik  m^gnm^ 
he  atatea,  are  now  in  the  pnssss«isu  of  the  oaid  la* 
dians.  The  petitioner  is  ao  dafcuiie  in  his  SeatiBOBy 
that  he  does  not  mahe  oal  raeh  a  dmm  a»  csm  be 
granted.  He  neither  shows  hiaianif  to  hetko  hair  of 
the  peraon,  whose  property  is  said  to  have  beeo  takesi, 
nor  does  he  show,  satis&etorily,  the  valoe  of  the  prop- 
erty taken,  or  that  amy  waa  taken.  Bat,  if  «I1  these 
points  were  esUblished,  the  esBSutlee  atiU  tluikkha 
haa  no  daim  upon  Congress.  He  bottoms  lua  daim 
on  the  treaties  made  by  the  United  Statea  with  thcas 
Indians  in  1786  and  1795;  by  the  first  of  which  the 
Indians  were  bonnd  to  deliver  np  and  reetoie  all  the 
property  belonging  to  the  dtixens  of  the  United  dtates 
which  they  had  taken ;  and  by  the  latter  they  were 
allowed  to  retaiB  all  soeh  property  as  atifl  remained  ia 
their  pnaaaaaion.  These  is  no  sa^a&elary  evideaee 
that  any  proper  efibrta  ware  ever  made  to  recover  thk 
property  between  the  datea  of  theaa  two  treatiea.  Ths 
negktet  of  the  petitioner  to  do  thb  cesi^iBly  caanot 
create  an  obligation  on  the  Goverameat  to  romaacrala 
him.  Every  person  who  had  lost  a  hone  or  a  sow,  by 
the  depredations  of  these  IndiaB%  haa  an  eqnal  daim 
on  the  Government  with  the  petitioner,  and,  by  dn 
talning  the  remuneration  asked  §at,  would  find  ia  ths 
Government  a  convenient  warrantor  for  all  th«r  lovss. 
Thi^  it  is  believed,  would  not  be  coasidarad  gssd 
policy  at  this  day.  If  there  ever  were  an  obligalHa 
created,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  by  the  n^fcrt 
of  the  petitioner  it  has  been  destroyed ;  thereiics^ 

Reaohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  eaght 
not  to  be  granted. 
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MK.  iJSFFERSON'B  LIBRARY.  | 

Th€  House  proceeded  to  the  coDsideration  of 
[he  bill  from  the  Senate  aatboriziog  the  parebase 
7f  the  library  of  Thomas  Jefferson. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lewis,  that  the 
same  be  postponed  indefinitely.  For  the  motion 
^9,  against  it  73. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Coopeb,  of 
Delaware,  to  postpone  the  further  coosideration 
)f  the  bill  to  the  4th  day  of  March  next.  For 
he  motion  68,  against  it  74» 

The  question  was  then  alaied  oo  the  passage 
)f  the  bill. 

Mr.  KiNa,  of  Massachusettt,  moTed  to  r«eom- 
nit  lbs  bill  with  insinietions  to  a  select  commit'- 
ee  to  report  a  new  section,  authorizing  the 
election  of  soeh  of  the  books  belonging  to  said 
ibrary  as  might  be  necessary  or  useful  to  Con- 
rress  m  their  deliberations,  and  X<y  dispose  of  the 
emainder  at  public  sale.  This  motion  was  nega- 
;ived— yeas  56. 

Mr.  King  afterwards  moved  to  recommit  the 
Mil  to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to 
>eport  a  new  section  authorizing  the  Library 
I^ommittee,  as  soon  as  said  library  shall  be  re- 
teired  at  Washington,  to  select  therefroaa  all 
looks  of  an  atheistical,  irreligious,  and  imnoral 
eudeocy,  if  any  such  there  be^  a«d  send  tbe-smw 
Mck  to  Mr.  Jeffersoft  without  any  egpease  to 
urn.  This  motion  Mr.  K«  thouglM  proper  after* 
^rds  to  witiidritw. 

This  subject,  and  t&e  various  notiotts  relatirt 
hereto,  gave  rise  to  a  debate  whieli  lasted  till  tile 
kour  of  adjourftneot ;  wiiich.  though'  it  afforded 
nueh  aiBftUftemetit  to  the  smditors,  would  not  in- 
ereat  the  feeliags  or  judgmem  of  any  reader, 
rhose  who  supported  the  bill  in  debate  #ere 
ilessrs.  WftioBT,  FtSK  of  Vermont,  RuEik  of 
renne^see,  and  Hulbsrt;  and  those  who  op- 
^sed  it  were  Messrs.  Kino  of  Massachusetts, 
f  ARROW,  Cannon,  Hanson,  Qbosvenor,  Pick- 
;Ri?fo,  and  Webstbb. 

Those  who  opposed  the  bill,  did  so  ou  aooooiit 
if  the  scarcity  ormooey,and  the  oeoessity  of  ap- 
iropriating  ii  to  purposes  more  iadispeosable  than 
he  purchase  of  a  library^  the  probable  ioseenricy 
if  such  a  library  placed  here  $  the  high  price  to 
le  given  for  this  collection;  its  misoaUaiieotts 
ind  almost  exclusively  literary  (instead-  of  \ttpX 
\nd  historical)  character,  dkc* 

To  those  argomeats,  enfotved  with  seal  and 
rehemence,  the  friends  of  the  bill  replied  with 
act,  wit,  and  argument,  to  show  that  the  pur- 
sbaae,  to  be  made  on  terms  of  long  credit,  could 
lot  affect  the  present  resources  of  the  United 
Uates;  that  the  price  was  moderate,  the  library 
aore  valuable  from  the  scarcity  of  many  of  its 
looks,  and  altogether  a  most  admirable  substratum 
or  a  National  Library. 

The  final  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill 
ras  decided  in  the  affirmative.  For  the  passage 
»f  the  bill  81,  against  it  71,  as  follows: 

YsAS — MaMis.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bsr^ 
oar,  Binss,  Bowen,  Brown,  Butler,  Cslhoun,  Chsp- 
lelly  Conaid,  Crawford,  Greighton,  Crouch,  Cuthberty 
>eslia,  DnvaO,  Earie,  Btans,  Findltj,  Fiik  of  Ter- 


mont,  FidL  of  New  York,  Femer,  Foisyth,  Fi , 

Oholsoa,  Ooodwyn,  Oomdin,  Grifin,  Hall,  HaiTis» 
Hssbronck,  Hswes,  Hswkins,  HopUDs  of  Ksntoeky, 
Habbardy  Hulbert,  IngersoU,  Inghsm,  Irvng,  Jacksoa 
of  y irgiais,  Johnson  of  Kentneky,  Keoasdy»  Kent  ef 
Msrylsnd,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn*  Lefferts,  Lowndes, 
Ljle,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Mnrfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsbr,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleassnts,  Hm  of 
Pennsylvanis,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Singgold, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Ssge,  Sevier,  Beybert,  8harp, 
Smith  of  PennsylTsnta,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Troop,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wil- 
lisms,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Archer,  Avery,  Bsvlies  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury, 
Brsckenridge,  Brigham,  CsJdwell,  Cannon,  Champion, 
Cilley,  Clendenin,  Comstock,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Maasschusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Bly,  Farrow,  Geddes,  Goldsborongfa,  Gros* 
venor,  Hde,  Hsasen,  Hendetson,  Howell,  Hunger- 
ford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kmg  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Msooa* 
MarksU,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  OaUey,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed, 
Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Shefley,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong*  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tannehill*  Thompasa,  Voee,  Ward 
of  Msssachnsstts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Winter,  and  Wood. 


FaiDAT,  Jaauary  37. 

Mr.  MbKfBi  presented  a  petition  of  sondry 
merchants  and  other  inhabitants  of  Baltimore, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  ao  uniform  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  United  States. 
— Referred. 

Mr.  Qastoh  presented  a  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  College  of  Qeorgetown, 
praying  to  be  invested  with  auihority  and  power 
to  coolrr  the  usiial  academical  honors  on  thoea 
who^  by  their  profioieaev  in  the  liberal  arts,  may 
be  judged  deserring  of  soeh  distiooti onsb-— Re- 
ferred to  the  GomnMttee  on  tho  Dtstriet  of  Co- 
lanbia. 

Mr.  PLuaARiay  of  Virginia,  fVom  the  Naval 
Committee!,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of 
the  aeting  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  petition 
of  Uriah  Brown,  made  a  report  unfavorable  to  the 
Qovernment's  making  any  experiment  on  this  in- 
vention at  the  present  time ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  siting  (he  right  of  pre-emption  in  the 

furchsse  of  pubUc  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the 
ndiana  Territory  ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  speat  on  the  bill, 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  anthor- 
ixe  payment  for  property  lost,  captured,  or  do* 
siroyed  by  the  enemy  whilst  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  to  which  soodry 
anundmeAts  were  made  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  reported  to  the  House. 

After  employing  the  day  wholly  on  this  bill,  the 
House  adjourned  withoot  having  gone  through 
the 
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Saturday,  Janaary  28. 

Mr.  Bppbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  aod 
Meant,  reponed  a  bill  making  appropriationt  for 
I  the  support  of  €k>f  ernmeot  for  the  year  1815; 
which  was  read  the  first  time,  and,  on  motion,  the 
said  bill  was  read  the  second  lime,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  Mon* 
day  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill  ^supplemen- 
tary to  the  act,  entitled  *Ao  act  lasriog  duties  on 
licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  merchandise,  and  for  other  purposes," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  ihey  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House.  The  Senate  hare  also 
passed  a  bill  *' concerning  field  officers  of  the  mil- 
itia;" in  which  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
the  House. 

CLERK  OP  THE  HOUSE. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Patrick  Maoruoeb,  the  Clerk  to  the  House, 
resigning  his  situation  as  such;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  letter  is  as  follows: 

To  the  konorablt  Svxakxb 

of  the  Houae  of  Bq^e$eniaiioei  .• 

Clssk's  Orrici,  Jan,  38, 18 IS. 
6im:   It  is  with  a  relnctanoe  I  cannot  well  express, 
that  I  find  it  necessary  again  to  throw  myself  on  your 

Etiiteness  as  the  medium  of  communication  to  the 
OQse,  on  a  subject  no  lees  painful  to  me  than  it  must 
be  to  Uiem.  Thb  is  imposed  upon  me  ss  a  duty,  ss 
well  by  the  arguments  derived  nrom  those  inimirail  to 
me,  (as  I  learn,)  from  silence  in  regard  to  the  Isst  re- 
port of  the  committee,  appointed  at  my  request  to  in- 
vestigate the  situation  of  the  office  under  my  charge, 
aa  by  the  indications  afforded  by  the  recent  vote  of  the 
House.  In  regard  to  the  accounts  of  my  office,  the 
eoireetness  of  which  hss  been  arraigned  by  a  commit- 
mittee  of  the  House,  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  I 
have  said  on  a  former  occasion  on  tfiis  subject,  except 
to  reassert  my  entire  innocence  and  ignorance  of  any 
misapplication  of  the  public  moneys,  and  to  express 
mv  conscientious  belief  that  the  public  money  has  been 
laithfiilly  disbursed  by  my  principal  clerk,  to  whom  it 
was  confided,  and  that  he  will  be  able  to  account  for 
it  at  the  Treasury ;  and  wonld  have  been  able  to  do  so 
at  this  dsy,  had  not  the  unfortunste  conflagration  of 
the  Capitol  destroyed  his  accounts,  and  subjected  his 
conduct  to  a  scrutiny,  in  which  the  fact  of  a  deficient 
of  the  vouchers  destroyed  has  been  adduced  as  evidence 
against  him. 

Could  I  presume  so  far,  it  might  be  an  easy  task  to 
exhibit  errors  of  great  importance  in  that  part  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  my  conduct,  which  relates 
to  the  account  of  the  contingent  fund.  It  is  in  my  be- 
lief demonstrable,  that  its  errors  are  not  limited  to 
hundreds,  or  to  any  moderate  number  of  thousands  of 
dollars.  Still  easier  would  it  be  to  dissipate  almost 
every  argument  used  in  debate  on  that  report,  tending 
by  assertion  or  implication  to  prejudice  the  House 
against  me  penonally;  but,  sir,  he  who  is  put  upon 
his  trial  without  ooportuni^  to  delend  hiniself  6om 
accutataons  adduced  against  him,  can  expect  no  benefit 
from  an  after  appeal  to  those  who  have  ahready  pro- 
nounced judgment  against  him. 

Little,  sir,  did  I  ever  expect  to  have  to  answer  to  this 


House,  on  diarges  aflsetwg  my  character,  at  thii  id- 
vaaeed  period  of  my  lifs.  Since  I  pa—rd  tke  age  a 
ei^teen  years,  have  I  been  in  pnUsc  lifisu  By  those 
who  knew  me  best,  I  have  been  selected  to  fill  varioai 

Knblic  stations,  judicial  ss  well  ae  lecisiatmb  oadet 
oth  State  and  General  Governments,  end  as  asa  has 
ever  before  appeared  to  impute  to  me  mattusuce  in 
the  duties  of  my  station.  In  every  sttoetM  is  which 
it  has  {leased  my  country  to  place  me,  I  ksic  eadee- 
vored  to  sustain  a  character  mors  dcser  is  as  than 
wealth ;  and  the  attempt  to  rob  me  of  a  jeed  aisre 
precious  than  life,  to  deprive  me  of  that  heartr  &Bie 
which  I  had  acquired  by  a  long  course  of  pairife  kt- 
vice,  however  it  may  temporarily  succeed  ia  this  body, 
cannot  eventually  depeas  my  character  or  standing  is 
the  eyes  of  the  American  people.  Truth  is  great,  sai 
will  prevail.  I  court  its  light,  and  shrink  net  froiB  h 
test  The  office  of  Clerk  of  this  Hoooe,  erdneus  md 
trying  ss  are  the  duties  to  be  perlbmed  dmiag  tbi 
sessions  of  Congress,  has  never  been  coneadeied  by  ae, 
in  a  pecuniarv  point  of  view,  an  object.  Two  yen 
since  I  should  hiive  resigned  it,  but  for  the  dJasasnoai 
of  my  friends.  I  wss  too  proud  of  the  honor  vauSeuti 
by  the  flattering  sufiirage  I  had  received  from  the  has* 
orable  House.  I  retained  my  seat ;  and  how  craeEf 
I  am  treated  for  that  determination  let  recent  eveaa 
decide. 

But,  sir,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  weary  yea  or  the 
House  by  reiterating  those  unavailing  regrels  which 
force  themselves  on  my  bosom.  It  is  probable,  or,  I 
might,  by  leooiting  to  humiliating  aolicitatioB,  rciastete 
myself  in  my  former  footing  in  the  Hoaee ;  but  there 
is  implantsd  within  my  bosom  a  principle  much  mere 
powerful  than  the  love  of  popularity  or  of  office.  It  it 
the  aense  of  honor  which  forbids  eolicHation  fioai,  or 
even  association  with,  those  who  entertain  a  suspicina 
derogatory  to  my  foirfome.  That  there  are  aoch  sooag 
those  whom  I  have  once  been  proud  to  call  my  pobti- 
cal  friends,  the  motion  now  pending  in  the  House,  sad 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  supported,  sufficient- 
ly indicate.  After  a  struggle  between  conCeoding 
feelings,  I  have  therefore  determined  to  res^^o  the  of- 
fice I  now  hold,  to  permit  those  by  whom  I  am  perse- 
cuted to  attain,  vrith  greater  ease,  sn  oi>|ect  to  which 
they  have  been  willing  to  sacrifice,  not  ooly  my  fam- 
ily but  my  reputation.  I  beg  the  Speaker  and  House 
to  sccept  of  this  my  resignatiea  of  the  office  of  Cleik 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  take  tlus  last  op- 
portunity to  otEn  to  yourself  and  the  House,  the  hom- 
sgo  of  my  unfeigned  respect,  and  to  thoee  who  have 
stood  forth  to  befriend  an  injured  man,  and  resisted  the 
accusationa  against  me,  the  assurances  of  my  etemsi 
gratitude.  To  my  successor  in  office,  let  him  be  whom 
he  may,  I  wish  an  easier  and  happier  time  in  the  dis- 
diaige  of  his  duties  than  I  have  had. 
I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

PATRICK  MAGRUDER. 

PAYMENT  FOR  PROPERTY  LOST,  Ac 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  payment  for  the  property  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed,  while  employed  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States:  When, 

Mr.  STANFORD  mof  cd  that  the  bill  do  lieoo  the 
table. — Negati  red. 

Mr.  BiOEUOW  moved  that  the  bill  he  rceom- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  Claims;  whic^was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  amendioant  mada  by  the  Committee  of  the 
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IVhole  House  to  the  second  section  was  then  again 
'ead,  and  concurred  in  by  the  Hoase. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Harbib  further  to 
kmend  the  bill,  hj  inserting  therein  the  following 
teetion,  as  the  4th  section  thereof: 

8bc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  erery  per- 
on  whose  rifle  or  other  firearm  may  heretofore  have 
een  impressed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
y  Uie  order  of  any  officer  therein  employed,  and  which 
hall  not  have  been  returned  or  otherwise  accounted 
>ry  shall  be  entitled  to  pay  for  the  same. 

Which  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  further  to 
.mend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  following 
ivords,  contained  in  the  5th  and  6th  lines  of  the 
(d  section,  to  wit:  '* either  by  Impressment  or  con- 
ract;"  which  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  was  further  amended;  and  a  motion 
ras  made  by  Mr.  Kilbodbn,  further  to  amend 
he  bill  by  inserting,  between  the  11th  and  12th 
ines  of  the  Ist  section,  the  following  words:  ^'or 
ivho  shall  have  lost  any  horse  or  horses  while 
n  service  as  aforesaid,  in  consequence  of  the 
»wner  being  killed  or  wounded,  or  his  obedience 
o  the  orders  of  the  officer  commanding  any  ex- 
(edition." 

Which  motion  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Desha  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
idding  thereto  the  following  section : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  mounted  vol- 
tnteers  who  served  in  the  Northwestern  expedition 
n  the  Fall  of  the  year  1818,  or  in  the  Southern  cam- 
»aign  against  the  hostile  Creek  Indians,  commanded 
ly  Major  General  Jackson  and  General  Floyd,  and  who 
Mt  their  horses  by  death  or  otherwise,  in  consequence 
if  being  dismounted  and  separated  from  their  horses 
ly  the  orders  of  the  Commanding  General,  without 
he  default  or  negligence  of  the  owner,  shsll  be  en- 
itled  to  compensation  therefor. 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was 
letermined  in  the  negative — yeas  62,  nays  65,  as 
bllows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bard, 
3ine8,  Bowen,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  CIendonin» 
Domstock,  Conard,  Cieighton,  Davit  of  Penn^lvania, 
Desha,  Dnvall,  Earle,  Evans,  Farrow,  Forney,  Ohol- 
lon,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hnmphreys,  Hun- 
^rford,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Vtigmia,  Johnson 
>f  Kentucky,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  Lefierts, 
[jowndes,  Lyie,  MeKee,  MeKim,  McLean,  Montgom* 
!ry,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormaby,  Rea  of  Pernio 
lylvania*  I^ch,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Shef- 
ey,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Williams^  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Archer,  Barbour,  Bamett,  Baylies 
>f  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbuiy,  Breck- 
inridge, Burwell,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cox,  Culpeper, 
[^uthbert,  Davenport,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Golds- 
x)rough,  Goodwyn,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Has- 
irouck,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
'sland,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mary- 
and.  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
jaw,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  Moseley,  Oak- 
ey,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
Vr  iliiam  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
lerd,  Stanford,  Stuiges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson, 


TrouD,  Voae,  Ward  of  Maasachosetts,  Wabater,  Wha*» 
ton.  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massaciiusalla,  and 
Yaneey. 

Mr  Jacksoiv,  of  Virginia,  moved  further  to 
amend  the  said  bill  by  inserting  the  following 
section : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  mounted  men  who 
have  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be,  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Ststes,  and  who  have  lost,  or  shall 
hereafter  lose,  their  horses,  by  death  or  otherwise,  with- 
out their  de&nlt  or  negligence,  in  consequence  (rf  their 
being  dismounted  and  separated  from  their  hoiaes  t^ 
the  orders  of  tiie  eomvanding  officer,  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  the  value  thareolL 


Which  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  McLean  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting,  after  the  words  **  United  States,"  in 
the  10th  line  of  the  1st  section,  the  following 
words:  *^or  where  any  horse  or  horses  may  have 
been  surrendered  to  the  enemy  and  lost  to  the 
owner  by  capitulation ;"  which  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  further  to 
amend  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  by  adding 
thereto  the  following  words :  **  deducting  there- 
from the  amount  which  nnay  have  accru^  to  the 
claimant  for  the  use  aod  risk  of  his  horse  f  which 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  further  to 
amend  the  first  section,  as  follows : 

Line  5,  after  the  word  **  damage,"  insert  '<  without 

any  friult  or  neglect  on  his  part." 
Line  4,  strike  out  the  vrord  ^  has,"  and  insert "  have." 
Line  6^  after  the  word  <*or,"  strike  out  the  word 

**  by,"  and  insert  **  which  have  died,  or  shall  hereafter 

die  of." 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  the  said  amend- 
ments, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
bill  was  further  amended ;  and  it  waa  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 
next. 


MoNOAYi  January  90. 

The  amaodmenta  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tha 
billj  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  ana 
for  other  purposes,"  were  read,  and  concurred  in 
by  the  Houae. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoKbb, 

Reaoltedf  That  the  Committee  of  Accounto  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  com- 
pellin|^  the  Clerk  of  this  House  to  give  bond  for 
the  faithful  application  and  disbursement  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "concerning  field 
officers  of  the  militia,"  was  read  a  second:  timOi 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  engrossed  bill,  giving  a  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion in  the  purchase  of  public  landa  to  certain 
settlers  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  was  read  a  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  pavment  for 
property  &st,  captured,  or  destroyed,  whilst  in  the 
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mHitarf  seryiee  of  ifae  United  9urt«i,  wm  raid  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  aathorize  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  receive  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  eertaio  corps  which  ma]f  be  raised  and  or- 
l^anized  in  any  State  to  swerve  in  lieu  of  the  mil- 
itia thereof,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  LswiB  called  up  the  bill  for  re^ttirtaf:  or 
rebuilding  the  public  Miildings  in  this  city,  whieb 
the  House  refused  lo  take  up,  60  to  40;  and  also 
the  bill  to  incorpovate  the  Fantters  and  Mechan- 
ics' Bank  of  Gkorgetown ;  and  also  the  bill  estab- 
lishing the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis;  all  which  the 
House  refused  to  take  up. 

The  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  courts  of  jus* 
tice  in  the  Territory  of  Indiana  was  then  taken 
up  in  Committee  ot  the  Whole,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  jEMMiifoa.  After  some  discussion  on  thb 
bill,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading.  ^ 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comoittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  regu- 
lating the  Post  Office  Bstablishmeat ;  the  bill  was 
leported  to  the  House,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next. 

Mr.  £ppE8,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meaosi  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the  year  1816; 
which  was  read  t  wice^  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

▲  message  from  the  Stoate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill|  ''in  addition 
19  the  aict  to  regnkte  the  laying  out  and  making 
a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  BAarf- 
land,  to  the  State  of  Ohio;"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate  have 
also  passed  the  bill  '*  to  prohibit  intercourse  with 
the  enemy,  and  for  other  purposes,'^  with  an 
amendment,  in  which  they  reqpest  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon^ 

Ee$olvedf  That  the  committee  on  that  part  of 
the  President's  Message  which  relates  to  the  mil- 
ilia,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  en- 
titled'^An  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  mil- 
itia to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress 
insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal 
the  act  now  in  force  for  those  purposes,  and  to 
increase  the  pay  of  volunteer  and  militia  corps,'' 
passed  February  the  2d,  1813,  so  as  to  allow  to 
the  militia,  in  addition  to  the  nay  and  emoluments 
allowed  by  the  before  recited  act,  who  now  are, 
or  may  hereafter  be,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  the  same  amount  of  clothing,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  time  they  are  in  said  service,  as  is  al- 
lowed to  the  re^ar  army ;  and  in  all  cases  where 
the  said  militia  shall  furnish  themselves  with 
clothing,  while  in  service  as  aforesaid,  to  allow 
them  the  amount  of  the  United  States'  price  in 
money  in  lieu  thereof. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
KiLBOonif : 

Rttohed^  That  pievfrion  ought  te  be  made,  by  law. 


Ibr  payment  to  the  moonted  velanteeis  and  drua^iLti 

militia,  who  have  served  in  the  Nerthwaaeem  mtmy^v 
against  the  Crsek  Indians,  aad«r  tlia  tommaod  o( 
Generals  Jackson  and  Floyd,  of  the  rmlom  of  tlie 
lost  by  them  in  the  seniee  of  the  Uaited 
either  of  their  seyeral  ezpeditiona,  in  oonsegaeaoe  of 
the  men  being  dismoont&d  and  separatad  iran  their 
honest  by  order  of  their  respectire  mmMinHiaf  offi- 
cers, and  without  the  &ult  or  neglect  of  ths  onv,  or 
in  coDseqnenee  of  the  rider  or  riders  beiagkillBd  or 
wounded  in  battle;  and  thai  the  Cofiamltteeef  Okima 
be  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  to  this  Hoais  a  bill 
accordingly. 

The  question  was  uken  to  consider  the  saii 
resolution,  and  determined  in  the  negative— 
yeas  43. 

Mr.  RuGGLBS  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing  resolution : 

^•Suohed,  That  the  Committse  of  Ways  and  MsttH 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpediea^  of  redac- 
ing  the  tax  laid  on  stills  or  boiiera  need  aolaly  ia  da 
rectification  of  spiritnons  liqnors,  or  on  spirits  reeXiSmi 
therrin." 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolution' 
54  votes  to  52. 

Mr.  RuGGLBS  stated  his  reasons  for  this  men- 
tion, viz :  that  the  duty  was  now  so  high  as  to 
effectually  suppress  such  distillation,  as  he  was 
informed  by  leitersfrom  his  district. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adopti(ui 
of  the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  iiegative— 
ayes  45. 

The  following  amendment  to  the  standing 
rules  and  orders  of  the  House  waa  saboaittcd  by 
Mr.  FonaTTH ;  which  waa  read,  aad  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table: 


**  After  wpertrftom  sslsrt  and  slaaffiagoei 
have  been  catted  lot  and  dispoesd  «C  motions  Ibr  the 
rsoonsideration  of  any  deehiloa  of  iha  pisiwuiiMj^  dugf 
shall  be  in  order*  and  have  praeedeaes  of  all  otbetr 
bnsinass." 

<*  All  bills,  resolutions,  ordera,  or  other  propoaitiops^ 
adopted  by  the  House,  shaU  be  rstained  in  ita  posaea- 
sion  until  the  time  limited  Ibr  aotkaia  for  reconstideia- 
tion  shall  have  expired,  nnlesa  otheiwiae  specially  de- 
lected.'' 

JOSEPH  6.  ROBERTS. 

Mr.  PiiftiAAirra,  from  the  Conmittee  on  Naval 
AiEurs,  made  a:  report  on  the  petition  of  loaeph 
Q;  Roberu;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.    It  is  as  follows: 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  is  a  sufgeou  in  the  Ilvty 
of  the  United  States,  and  as  such  was  attached  te  the 
squadron  on  Lake  Erie,  commanded  1^  Gommedore 
Peny ;  that  whilst  the  squadron  lay  in  port,  the  omb 
becoming  sickly,  a  hoopital  was  established  on  ahare, 
and  ^e  petitioner  placed  over  it  as  snigesa;  that 
whilst  discharging  his  duty  on  shore  the  action  on  the 
lake  took  place,  on  the  10th  of  deptember,  ltl9^  ia 
which  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  squadron  was  ca;^ 
tared ;  that  some  of  the  wounded  seamen  wete  seat 
to  the  hospital  after  the  action ;  that,  in  dividing  ^ 
prise  money,  such  a  construction  has  been  gircs  m 
the  law  as  to  exdude  the  petitioner  from  asyptrt 
thereof;  under  which  constmetion  the  whole  or'  isid 
prize  money  has  been  distributed  among  theoficeia 
I  and  crew ;  die  petitioner  prays  that  Ccngieas  mM 
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9r«nt  him  foch  a  muD  ••  will  b««qiid  lowhat  bis  pro- 
portion of  the  taid  prize  monej  woold  have  been»  had 
It  been  determined  that  he  waa  entitled  to  a  propor- 
tion thereof. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  eonitmction 
g^ven  to  the  law  in  the  caae  stated  is  a  correct  one* 
and  eoDibrmahle  tonaTal  oeage  in  similar  caaes.  Priie 
money  is  allowed  aa  a  atiBaliM  to  oonrage  and  exer^ 
don  in  action,  and  a  reward  for  valor,  danger,  and  irie- 
toiy.  They,  thereihie,  leoommend  to  the  Honae  the 
foUotring  reaolntion : 

JUtoMk  Thtat  the  payer  of  the  potitiMier  onght 
not  to  be  gnoted. 

THOMAS  RIDDELS. 

The  Spbakcr  laid  before  the  House  a  repiort 
from  the  Seeretarv  of  the  Na?y,  on  the  petition 
of  Thomas  Riddels;  which  was  read, and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.    It  is  as  follows : 

Natt  DxrABTxanT,  Jan.  38, 1816. 

Sim :  In  reply  to  an  order  of  the  honorable  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  the  third  inst,  referring  the  peti- 
tion of  ThoasasRiddels,  of  Philadelphia,  to  theCommii^ 
flionera  of  thePfavy  Pension  Pnnd,  I  have  Ae  honor  to 
sUto  that  Thoaiaa  Riddels  was  regolarly  ahipped  in  the 
United  States'  service  at  six  dollars  per  month  wage% 
and  was  stationed  on  board  gunboat  No.  IS  1 ,  eommand- 
edby8ailingaiaaterWra«Shoed;  that^onthetMhdav 
of  Jnly,  18 18,  in  an  action  with  the  enemy,  which  took 
plaee  near  the  emnnoe  of  the  Delawam  bay,  the  said 
Thomas  Riddek  lost  his  leg.  After  recovering  liaat 
amputation,  he  was  employed  at  the  navy  yard,  Phila- 
delphia, and  on  the  38th  May,  1813|  a  pension  was 
gmntod  to  him  of  three  doUaia  per  month»  being  the 
higheat  rate  authorised  by  law. 

There  are  many  cases  of  pecoliar  haidahi^  similar 
to  this,  partiGnlariy  in  the  coipa  of  marines,  m  which 
a  man,  for  the  greatest  degree  of  disability,  can  receive 
no  more  than  half  his  monthly  pay,  which  heretofore 
has  been  only  six  dollars. 

As  the  pension  granted  to  this  boy,  Thomas  Riddels, 
is  for  life,  he  might  be  bound  apprentice  to  some  pro- 
fitable sedentary  trade,  and  the  accumulation  of  his 
pension,  under  gnardianehip,  and  proper  management, 
may  enable  him  to  be  uselnlly  employed  both  for  him- 
self and  the  country. 

All  whkh  ia  fespeetfally  sabnhted. 

S.  W.  CROWNINSHOBLIi 

The  Hon.  tiie  Sikajcsb  * 

Q^  fki  Home  t^f  RtpnaetitoHtea* 

ELECTION  OF  CLERK. 

Mr.  Jacksom,  of  Virginia,  moved  the  folio wiog 
resolution : 

RmMtj  That  this  House  will  psoceed  on  -*^  at 
^— >  o'dodc  (0  the  appointment  of  a  ClaA,  in  the 
Tsom  of  Patrick  Magfuder,  who  has  rasigned  that 
<^ce. 

The  question  on  fiU'mg  the  first  blank  with  the 
word  to-morrow  was  decided  io  the  negative — 
60  to  55. 

Mr.  Pbabsoiv  then  moved  to  ky  the  resolution 
on  ihe  table,  with  a  view  to  introduce  a  motion 
to  postpone  the  appointment  of  a  Clerk  until  the 
next  session,  aud  in  the  hieantime  to  appoint  a 
Clerk  temporarily.  He  desired  time  to  make  a 
selection  from  such  candidates  ais  abould  present 
themselves  for  this  important  office. 

To  this  it  wia  ot^ected^lhAt  the  office  of  Ckfk 


waa  in  iiaalf  taoipocafy,  mnd  wonU  nqwe  le^ 
election  at  the  commencement  of  next  acaaioii. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  reaolntion  on  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  the  word  Wednesday ;  which  was  negatived 
—ayes  43. 

The  blanks  were  then  filled  with  the  worda, 

''this  day,  at  two  o'clock." 

The  motion,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  House  afterwards  proceeded  to  beilot  for  a 

Clerk.    Messrs.  Thomas  Dougherty,  Thomas  L. 

McKenney,  O.  B.  Brown,  Samuel  Burch,  and  N. 

B.  Van  Zandt,  were  severally  nominated.    Oa 

the  first  balloting  there  were — 

For  Mr.  Dougherty  -       -        -       - 

McMoney  -       •       •       • 

Bureh  -       -       -       •       - 

Brown  .       •        .        - 

Van  Zandt  •       •       -       • 

Scattering    •       •        .       . 

On  the  second  ballot  Mr.  Dougherty  had  83 

votes,  and  Mr.  McKenney  73,  and  four  scattering ; 

so  Mr.  DoooBBRTT  was  elected. 


80 
35 
Id 
13 

4 
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TaBBOMT,  Janaary  31. 

Taoiiaa  Dodobbbtt,  who  wasw  on  yesterday, 
elected  Clerk  of  Uiis  House,  gave  nis  attendance, 
and  took  the  eath  ef  office  preacribed  by  the  act, 
entitled  **An  act  to  regnlate  the  time  and  man- 
ner of  administering  certain  oaths.'' 

Mr.  BasTCfi  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  setting 
forth  the  defenctless  situation  of  that  Territory, 
and  praying  that  soclwnamber  of  troops  may  be 
stationed  in  said  Territory  as  will  be  sufficient, 
aot  only  to  repel  aggression,  but  to  carry  on  ac- 
tive warfare  in  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  of  Waya  and  Meaits  were  dis- 
charged from  a  further  consideration  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  12th  of  November  last,  relative  to  the 
importation  of  certain  goods  free  of  dnty,  and  it 
was  referred  lo  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Inobbsoll,  the  Committee 
OB  the  Jndtciary  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
hrtore  of  the  Miesisaippi  Territory,  presented  on 
the  Sub  Inetant;  aadlfom  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Tenitory  ef  iUineie,  preaented  on  the  18th  in- 
stantj  as  ato,  from  the  forlher  conatderation  of 
the  resolotion  of  the  4th  inatant,  relative  to  fugi- 
tives frcm  jttstice,  and  to  persons  e^icaping  from 
the  service  of  their  masters ;  and  the  said  memo- 
rials and  resolutions  were  referred  to  Mesara. 
Sbakp,  Tatlob,  Law,  BBaawoon,  Kmo,  of 
North  Carolioa,  Wooo,  and  Jenningb. 

The  bill  from  ihe  Senate,  "  in  addition  to  the 
act  to  regttlate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to 
the  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppbb,  of  Virginia,  reported  a  bill  to  fix 
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the  compeofHitioD  and  iocreate  tiie  aeeoantability 
of  eolleetort  of  the  direct  tax;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  oommitted. 

The  bill  sect  from  the  House  to  prohibit  inter* 
coarse  with  the  enemy,  was  returned  to  the 
Honse  with  soodrjr  amendments;  which  occa- 
sioned considerable  discussion,  but  were  all  con- 
curred in  eventoally. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Government  (or  1815.— [The 
ciril  list  bill.] 

Bills  of  this  description  are  generally  consid- 
ered as  liitle  more  than  mere  matter  ot  form,  as 
designating  moneys  to  be  applied  to  purposes 
already  authorized  by  law ;  and,  therefore,  seldom 
£ive  rise  to  discussion.  One  clause  of  this  bill, 
however,  gave  rise  to  a  wide  and  rather  animated 
debate  of  a  desultonr  character. 

Mr.  McKeb,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  clause  which  appropriates,  for  the  salary  of 
the  Superintendent  General  of  Military  Supplies, 
and  clerks  and  messenger  employed  in  his  office, 
ten  thousand  dollars.  This  motion  he  predicated 
on  the  idea  that  this  office  was  in  itselr  unimpor- 
tant, and  its  utility  by  no  means  commensurate 
with  its  cost  to  the  Uovernment. 

This  motion  was  supported,  in  debate,  by  the 
mover  and  Messrs.  Pitkin,  Shbppit,  Gaston. 
Farrow,  Hanson,  and  Qbosvenor  ;  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Eppss,  Hawkins,  Wriqht,  and  Fisk, 
of  New  York. 

On  the  one  hand,  it  was  alleged  that  no  man 
could  assign  the  uses  of  tbj^  office  to  the  Govern- 
ment, or  at  least  any  adequate  to  its  cost,  which 
could  not  as  well  be  performed  by  a  sinsle  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  Accountant  of  the  War  De« 
partment,  &c. ;  and,  if  useless,  that  it  would  be 
a  proper  course  to  strike  out  that  item  of  this  bill, 
and  postpone  it  till  the  bill  making  appropria« 
tions  for  the  Military  department  sboald  come 
under  consideration,  in  which  it  might  be  conve- 
niently inserted,  if  then  deemed  expedient  to  be 
continued. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  argued,  that  this 
office  was  one  of  great  importance  to  the  proper 
distribution  and  accountability  for  military  sup- 
plies, of  which  a  proper  account  and  checks  there- 
on could  in  no  way,  probably,  be  so  well  aupi^ ied. 
If,  however,  the  continuance  of  this  office  were 
not  indispensable,  of  which  most  of  the  gentle- 
men on  either  side  professed  themselves  unquali- 
fied to  judge,  this  was  not  the  proper  way  toj«t 
at  the  o$ce  for  the  purpose  of  abolishing  it.  The 
office  now  existed  by  law,  and  it  was  as  proper 
and  necessary  to  appropriate  money  for  its  sup* 
port  as  for  that  of  any  office  under  the  Govern- 
ment. 

When  the  question  was  taken,  there  appeared 
to  be,  for  striking  out  the  clause  59,  against 
it,  54. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  reported  to  the  House, 
but  the  House  adjourned  before  deciding  on  the 
amendments  made  in  Committee. 


Wednbsdat,  February  1. 

Mr.  Moore  presented  a  petition  of  the  Cooh 
roittee  of  Vigilance  and  Safety  of  the  city  nai 
precincts  of  Baltimore,  representing  thede/eoce- 
less  situation  of  that  city,  and  praying  iktt  a 
force  may  be  provided  adequate  to  their  defence, 
during  the  next  campaign*-— Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afisira. 

Mr.  Jbnninos  presented  a  petitioa  o{  snndrj 
inhabitants  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  fsiying 
that  the  said  Territory  may  be  erected  iama 
separate  and  independent  State. — Ijaid  oa  the 
table. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com* 
merce  and  Manufactures,  reported  a  btU  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  and  John  Cliffi>rd,. of  Philadel- 
phia ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  tot 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Kershaw,  from  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts, reported  a  bill  to  compel  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  Coagren  of  the 
United  Sutes,  to  give  security  for  tlie  faithful 
application  and  disbursement  of  the  eoatingcat 
fund  of  the  said  House ;  which  was  read  twice^ 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wholes 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  oa  ffavai 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Uriah 
Coolidge  and  James  Bomham ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Ck>mmictee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Yancbt,  from  the  Committee  of  Cfaiois, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gkorge  8.  Wise; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yancey,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ''for 
the  relief  of  William  Gamble,"  made  a  report 
thereon ;  which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  qC  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  additional  rer* 
enues  tor  defraying  the  expenses  of  Government, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a 
duty  on  gold,  silver,  and  pitted  ware,  and  jew- 
el or,  and  paste  work,  maoufaetared  within  the 
Uifited  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

SURETIES  OP  A  COLLECTOR. 

Mr.  Bppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Solomon 
Frazer  and  Mary  Eccleston ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Honse 
on  Saturday  next.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  the  following  is  the  sUtement  of  fiids  whidi 
must  govern  the  opinion  of  the  Honse  in  this  case : 

James  Fraxer  was  appointed  collector  of  the  port  of 
Vienna,  in  Maryland,  abont  the  1st  day  of  Apnl,  1795; 
and  Solomon  Fraxer  and  Charles  Eccleston  (the  latio' 
now  deceased,  of  whom  the  petitioner,  Maiy  Eccfa»* 
ton,  is  the  personal  representative,}  became  his  fsie- 
ties  in  a  bond  to  the  United  Sutes  in  the  penal  fsm 
of  two  thousand  dollars.  At  (he  end  of  the  year  1796» 
James  Frassr  was  in  aiiear,  on  rendering  his  aoosoals 
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to  the  Govcramant,  in  th«  tiuii  of  $860  8S;  which 
balance  againit  him  continued  to  increase  firom  year 
to  jear,  until  the  month  of  June,  1805,  about  which 
time  James  Frazer  went  out  of  office,  when  the  sum 
due  from  him  to  the  United  States  wss  $3,924  80. 
No  measures  were  taken  by  the  United  States  to  en- 
force the  payment  of  the  arrears  due  from  James  Fra^ 
Eer  until  June,  1786,  (after  he  was  out  of  office,)  when 
s  suit  was  commenced  a^inst  him  and  his  sureties. 
The  writ  against  James  Frazer  was  returned,  served 
at  September  term,  1807,  and  judgment  was  obtained 
igainst  him  at  September  term,  1808,  for  the  balanoe 
>f  his  account.  Execution  was  taken  out  on  this 
judgment,  on  the  29th  day  of  June,  1810,  by  virtue  of 
which  James  Fraser  was  imprisoned ;  and  on  the  3d 
i)ay  of  July  thereafter  was  discharged  firom  his  impris- 
onment, by  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
9n  the  gpround  of  his  insolvency.  This  order  of  the 
Secretary  was  irregular,  being  granted  by  him  under  a 
mistaken  suppotition  that  James  Frazer  was  impris- 
oned on  a  judgment  obtained  on  a  revenue  bond ;  the 
law  empowering  the  Secretary  to  discharge  firom  im- 
prisonment in  certsin  eases  not  extending  to  the  case 
of  collectors. 

It  does  not  appear  when  the  insolvency  of  James 
Frazer  took  place ;  but  it  appears  that,  in  February, 
1804,  he  sustained  a  considerable  loss  by  fire ;  and  that 
he  had  property  to  the  amount  of  two  or  three  thous- 
and dollars  about  the  end  of  the  year  1808. 

It  also  appears  that  a  judgment  was  obtained  against 
Solomon  Frazer  for  the  sum  of  $3,000»  (the  poialty  of 
the  bond,)  before  the  year  1808,  which  is  still  in  force. 
It  does  not  appear  that  any  judgment  has  been  ob- 
tained against  Charles  Ecdeston  or  his  personal  rep- 
resentative. 

On  this  statement  of  facts  the  committee  are  of  opin- 
ion that  the  petitionen  are  entitled  to  the  relief  Uiey 
ask  for ;  and,  therefore,  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Ruohedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitions  of  Solo- 
mon Frazer  and  Mary  £ccleston  is  reasonable,  and 
ought  to  be  granted. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  considentioQ  of  the 
report  of  the  ameBdments  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  ^Thoie  to  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  GoTeroment  for  the 
year  1815;  and  the  said  amendmeou  being  again 
read,  were  eoaeurred  in  by  the  House,  except  the 
following,  to  wit: 

*'  Strike  out  the  following  items : 

«  For  compensation  to  the  Superintendent  General 
of  Military  Supulies,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in 
his  office,  — ; 

*'  For  contingent  ezoraoes  in  the  offioe  of  the  Super* 
intendent  General  of  MiUitaiy  Sappliei» b" 

After  much  debate,  tbequestioo  was  taken  to 
concur  with  (he  Committee  of  the  House  in 
striking  out  the  said  items,  and  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  61,  nays  8d,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Champion, 
Cilley,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, £ly.  Farrow,  Gaston,  Greddes,  Goldsboroogfa, 
Groevenor,  Hanson,  Henderson,  Hongerford,  Hnlbert, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Mtoon,  Markell,  MeKee,  Montgomeiy,  Meael^y  Oak* 


ley,  PeeiBon,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Fetter,  John  Reed» 
William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schnreman,  Sheiley,  Sher- 
wood, Shiphenl,  Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stu- 
art, Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetto,  Ward  of  New  Jeney,  Webater,  Whea^ 
ton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer,  Ave- 
ry, Barbour,  Bard,  Barnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bmwn, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Com- 
stock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dedbui,  Duvall, 
Earle,  Eppes,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Geodwyn,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Humphreys,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbouin,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McLean,  Moore, 
MnrAee,  Nelson,  Newton,  Omsby,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehtll^ 
Taylor,  Tslfoir,  Troun,  Udree,  WUliams,  Wikwn  of 
Pennsylvania,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-mor- 
row. 


Thukbdat,  February  2. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Hallowell;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Bbigbam  submitted  the  following  resolu* 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  he  on  the 
table : 

IU§ohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Militery  A£hifs 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and  expedi- 
ency of  reducing  the  national  expenses,  by  abolishing 
any  of  the  offices  in  the  Military  or  War  Department, 
or  by  discharging  any  of  the  officers  of  the  United 
States,  whose  continuance  in  office  may  not  be  neces- 
sary for  ths  public  service. 

Mr.  Rbba,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution ;  which  was  read,  considered,  and 
rejected  by  the  House: 

Reaohedf  That  the  committee  appointed  on  so  much 
of  the  President's  Message  of  the  SOth  of  September 
last,  as  relates  to  the  classing  and  disciplining  of  the 
militia,  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision,  by  law,  to  make  all  white  male  per- 
sons, between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  ibrty-five  years, 
residing  on  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  is  not  ex* 
tinguished,  liable  to  do  militia  duty. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nblson, 

Eegolved,  That  the  memorial  of  William  Lam- 
bert, accompanied  with  astronomical  calculations 
relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  first  meridian 
for  the  United  States,  at  the  seat  of  their  Govern- 
ment, presented  on  the  27tb  of  December,  1809; 
also,  the  reports  of  two  committees  of  this  House, 
and  a  report  of  the  Secreiary  of  State  on  that 
subject,  made  the  28tb  of  March,  1810,  the  20th 
of  January,  1813,  and  tbd  3d  of  Jul^,  1812,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  Congress  adopting  such  measures 
as  may  be  proper  to  carry  into  effect  the  objeeta 
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pffopoaed  in  the  said  OMiDorUl  and  repot  to,  with 
MBTe  to  wport  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Messrs.  NeLSOif,  Lowrdes,  Webbtbr,  Kent, 
of  New  York,  end  Bowbn,  were  appointed  the 
eommiitee. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Gbvemment  for  the  year  1815,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  aothorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  receive  into  the  service  of 
the  United  Slates,  certain  corps  which  may  be 
raised  and  orgpuiized  by  any  State,  to  serve  in 
lien  of  the  militia  thereof,  was  lead  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Aa  eagrossed  hill  for  the  icgulatioB  of  the 
courts  of  justice  of  Indiana,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sahus, 
Sob,  and  Compny,  merchants,  of  the  city  of 
New  York ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  and  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  the  16th  of  April,  1814, 
entitled  *'An  act  .confirming  certain  claims  to 
land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providing  for 
their  location.  The  bill  was  reported  with 
amendments;  which  were  concurred  in  bv  the 
House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to  morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defrajring  the  expenses  of  Qovern- 
ment,  and  maintaming  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
iBg  a  direct  lax  upon  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
also,  on  4he  bill  to  provide  additional  revenues  for 
defeaying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  duty  on  lot- 
teries; and  on  the  bill  to  provide  additional  rev- 
euues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Qovernment, 
and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a 
duty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware,  and  jew- 
elry, and  paste  work,  manufactured  within  the 
United  States;  and,  after  some  time  spent  there- 
iu.  the  CBBUOMtee  veported  the  second  meutioaed 
Mil  with  ameDdmeDts,and  had  leave  to  sit  again 
OB  the  remaining  bills. 

PA7JI&NT  FOR  H0R8B8  LOST,  dec 

The  following  resolntioa  was  e»bml4ted  by 
Mr.  Kii«80oa«: 

Jte9ohed,  That  the  CoBWuMse  of  Okims  be  in- 
strnded  to  inquire  into  the  expediencgr  of  pnmdtng, 
by  law»  fiir  paying  to  the  mounted  volaatesia  and 
draughted  militia,  who  Iuts  served  in  the  NorthweeU 
em  srmy,  under  the  command  of  Generals  Jackson 
and  Floyd,  against  the  Creek  Indians,  or  to  their  heirs 
or  assigns,  the  value  of  the  hones  by  them  lost  in  said 
service,  in  consequence  of  the  men  being  dismounted 
or  separated  firom  their  horses,  by  order  of  their  respect- 
ive commanding  officers,  on  anv  eipedition,  or  in  con- 
■eqoence  of  the  riders  being  killed  or  wounded  in  bat- 
tle, or  who  have  lost  their  horse  or  horsea  while  In  the 
serriee  of  the  United  States,  by  any  unavoidable  acci- 
dent, deducting  from  the  original  value  of  such  horses, 
respectively,  as  were  receivisd  into  the  service^  the 


amount  which  may  have  been  paid  lor  the 
of,  in  any  of  the  cases,  prior  to  the  loaa  of  the 
albresaid. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
tion ;  and,  the  same  being  amended,  on  the  qoes- 
tion  to  agree  to  the  same,  it  passed  ia  the  affirm* 
ative — yeas  67,  nays  49,  as  follows : 

TaAS — ^Meisn.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Bsrteur,  Baid, 
Bamett,  Bmes,  Bowen,  Burwell,  Batlcr,  GaUwcilp 
Cannon,  Chappell,  Clendenia,  CondicC,  Gcawfard» 
Crouch,  Davia  of  Penn^lTania,  Desha,  Eppea,K«an8» 
Findley,  Forney,  Foi^th,  Franklin,  Ghoboa,  Goed- 
w^n,  Griflin,  Hall,  Hawes,  HuUiard,  Hnmffaiejm, 
BLongerford,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johneoo  of  Tirgsua, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kilboun,  King  of 
North  UaroUna,  Leflorla,  Lowndes,  Lvie,  Maeoa, 
McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelaoa,  New- 
ton, Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Bea  of  Pemugrlvaaisv 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sener, 
Shsip,  Sheflfey,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stroag.  Staait, 
Tannehill,  Udxee,  Wilson  of  Peansjlvania,  and  Taa- 
cey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baylies  of  MaasachoaetU^  Bayly  sf 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Breckenridge^  Bii^bam, 
Champion,    Cilley,  Cornier,  Cox,  Cnlpeper,   Davcn- 

grt,  Davis  of  Maasachusetts,  Ely,  GoUsboiDagh, 
osvenor,  Hale,  Hasbronck,  Henderson,  HaOcrt, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  King  of  Mswarhosetti.  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Maikell,  Moseley,  Pearaoo,  PK&in, 
John  Reed,  WUIiam  Reed,  Rnggles,  8chBTeaian,8hei- 
wood,  Shipheid,  ISIaymaker,  Smith  of  New  Terk, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Stoiges,  Tsggart,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Troup,  Vose,  Ward  of  Maasadinselts,  While, 
Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Mssiachosetts. 


Fuinar,  FcfaruBty  3L 

Mr.  RjiBA,  from  the  Conmiitee  ob  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads ;  which  was  remd^  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  io formed  ihe  House 
that  the  Senate  proceeded  to  Che  feooasideFatioa 
of  the  bill,  entiiled  '*An  act  to  iaeorporaie  the  sob- 
seribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uoiied  States  of  Ame- 
rica," which  was  returned  bjthc  Preaideiit  oC  the 
United  States,  on  the  30th  day  of  Janimry,  1815^ 
with  ol^jectioos;  aad  have  resolved  ihat  the  said 
bill  do  oot  peas,  two-thirds  of  the  Seaaia  not 
agreeioff  thereto. 

The  Bouse  resumed  the  eouatderatiBa  of  the 
bill  for  taciag  lotieriaa;  and  it  maa  ordeved  to  be 
enmsaad  far  a  thkd  readtng . 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Salttts,  Sob 
A  Co^  was  read  a  third  tiaae.BBd  paaaed. 

The  CBgroaaed  hUl  to  amend  Md  ^tead  the 
provisioBs  of  the  act  of  the  I6th  April,  181C  en- 
titled ^'Au  act  confirming  certain  cmima  to  leads 
in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providtag  for  their 
location,"  was  read  a  third  time  and  paaaed. 

The  bill  to  provide  additional  revenoes  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  Goverament,  asd  maia- 
taining  the  public  credit,  l^  kying  m  duly  on  all 
gold  and  silver  plate,  jewelry,  and  paaiework.  ia 
the  hands  of  ihe  manufiMtnrer,  paaaed  throa^  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  waa,  without  ob- 
jection, ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  m  third  md* 
ing  on  toHBorrow. 
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VIRGINIA  MILITARY  LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  oa  the  petition  of  Sarah  Eastoo  and  Dor- 
othy Storer,  representatives  of  Colonel  Robert 
H.  HarrisoQ,  of  Virginia,  deceased,  who  pray  for 
permission  to  locate  a  land  warrant  granted  to 
them  by  the  State  of  Virginia  in  consideration 
o[  the  revolutionary  services  of  the  deceased,  on 
the  public  lands,  a  portion  of  which  rightfully 
belong^s,  as  it  is  contended,  to  Virginia  for  the 
satisfaction  of  claims  of  this  character. 

[The  circumstances  of  this  case  are  nearly 
these  :  Colonel  Harrison  was  one  of  the  best  and 
most  approved  officers  of  the  Continental  army, 
until  after  the  siege  of  Torktowo^  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  in  the  capacity  of  aid  and  secretary 
to  Qeoeral  Washington,  whose  representatives 
did  not,  until  1813,  obtain  from  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia a  grant  of  land  in  consideration  of  his  ser- 
vices ;  which  grantj  however,  owing  to  the  cession 
of  her  land  by  Virgmia  to  the  United  States,  with- 
out sufficient  reservation  for  the  satisfaction  of 
military  claims,  (thpugh  such  reservation  was  in- 
tended,} is  of  no  present  use  to  them  >  and  they 
therefore  pray  permission  to  locate  this  warrant 
on  any  unappropriated  lands  of  the  United  States, 
and  also  pray  compensation  from  the  Uoitea 
States  for  the  services  of  their  deceased  father. 
The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  was  referred 
report,  that  this  case  cannot  be  distinguished  from 
Et  mass  of  other  claim5,  barred  by  the  statute  of 
[imitations, and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  granted.] 
This  report  was  warmly  and  eloquently  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  Mr.JfACKsoN, 
Sdr.  Sheffey,  and  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  and 
Mr.  McKee,  of  Kentucky,  and  advocated  by  Mr. 
BowEN,  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Wrigbt,  of  Maryland, 
md  Mr.  Chappell,  of  South  Carolina. 

The  debate  on  the  report  spread  over  the  whole 
ield  of  the  equitable  right  oi  fhe  S^te  of  Vir- 
i;inia  to  claim  of  the  United  States  ti^e  locaMon 
)f  her  military  land  warrants  on  the  lands  of  the 
[Jnited  Stales,  seeing  that  she  only  of  all  the 
States  hadaccepted  the  invitation  of  the  General 
jroveroment  to  cede  to  them  all  her  public  land, 
'eservinj^  only  a  portion  thereof  for  the  satisfac- 
ion  of  claims  anu  donations  for  military  services, 
9vhich  portion  had  been  too  small  for  that  object. 
Fbos^e  who  pppqsed  the  report  advocated  this 
ight ;  those  ^ho. supppried  the  report  deni^  the 
e§^  or  equitable  claim  pf  Virginia.  Other  topka 
ntjarmingled  in  tkU  debale,  aJti^ing  if)  a  d«grfie 
rom  Stat^  feelings,  but  not  from  any  deaiai  o( 
ha  merits  of  Coloaal  Hanriaoii,  except  by  the 
issertion  that  there  were  persona  in  other  States, 
)£  equal  merit,  to  whom,  or  to  whose  representa- 
ivesy  DO  compensation  had  beeng[rant6d  for  tbetr 
Diiitary  services,  comparable  to  that  now  pro- 
posed to  be  too  jffeberously  bestowed  on  the  rep- 
esentatives  of  Colonel  Harrison,  in  preference 
o  the  satisfaction  of  other  claimants  for  Revolu- 
ionary  services,  whose  claims  were  rigorously 
marred  by  the  statute  of  limitations. .  On  the  other 
land,  the  location  of  the  land  warrant  granted 
)y  Virginia,  was  claimed  as  a  right  growing  out  I 
13th  CoH.  3dSjBS8.— 36 


of  the  cession  by  Virginia  to  the  Qeneral  Gk>v- 
ernment,  with  a  reservation  of  a  certain  tract  of 
land  (which  had  proved  insufficient)  for  the  sat- 
isfaction of  her  military  land  warrants. 

The  debate  resulted  in  a  disagreement  to  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  and  the  adoption  of 
the  following  in  lieu  of  it : 

^^Reaolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  petition  as 
prays  compensation  for  the  extraordinary  and 
valuable  revolutionary  services  of  the  ancestors 
of  the  petitioners,  be  rejected  -,  and,  that  so  much 
thereof  as  prays  that  a  law  may  pass  authorizing 
them  to  locate,  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States, 
a  warrant  lately  issued  to  them  by  the  State  of 
Virginia,  for  the  services  aforesaid,  is  reasonable 
and  ought  to  be  granted." 

This  resolve  having  been  reported  to  the  House, 
they  adjourned  without  coming  to  a  declaioa 
therieon. 


SatdroaY;  February  4. 

Mr.  Eppeb,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^'fortho 
relief  of  Henry  Nimmo,"  without  amendment, 
and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jobnbon,  of  Kentucky^  the 
order  of  the  day  on  the  report  of  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  23d  of  September  last,  to  in- 
quire into  the  cause  of  the  success  of  the  enemy 
LB  his  recent  enterprises  against  this  city  and  the 
neighboring  town  of  Alexandria,  was  postponed 
indefinitely. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hous^ 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  *'to  alter  and 
amend  the  several  acts  for  establishing  a  Navy 
Department,  by  adding  thereto  a  Board  of  Com- 
missioners;"  ahso,  the  bill  *'foi  the  better  regula- 
tion of  the  Ordnance  departpaeat ;"  with  amend- 
ments to  each,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill 
^  making  appropriations  for  repairing  or  rebuild- 
ing the  public  buildings  in  the  City  of  Washings 
ton  ;'^  in  which  bill  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
this  Hoa«a< 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Diatriat 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  concern  ing  the  C(^- 
lege  in  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Colun^bia; 
and  Mr.  Eppgs  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joshua  Sands.  The  irst  bill  was  read  three  times 
and  passed,  and  the  latter  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Sarah  Easton  and  Dorothy  Storer;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bills  for  taxing  lotteries,  and  for 
laying  a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware  and 
jewelry,  were  each  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Anacosiia  Bridge 
Company  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  was  amended,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 

for  a  third  reading.  ... 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to 
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amend  the  ace  establishing  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, by  adding  thereto  a  Board  of  Commissioo* 
ers,  were  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  amendments  of  the  same  body  to  the  bill 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Ordnance  depart- 
ment, were  also  read  and  committed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  making  appropriations 
for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  public  buildings,  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
sundry  statements,  which  have  usually  been  pre- 
sented to  the  view  of  Congress  in  the  annual  re- 
port on  the  state  of  the  finances,  and  are  intended 
to  accompany  the  report  upon  that  subject,  made 
on  the  23d  day  of  September  last. 

AMY  DARDIN. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amy  Dardin.  the  rep- 
resentative of  David  Dardin,  deceasea,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  widelv 
debated,  and  at  last  (for  perhaps  the  twentieth 
time  in  one  or  other  branch  of  the  Legislature) 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. — For 
the  bill  69,  against  it  59,  as  follows : 

T^i.s — ^Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Barbour,  Bud, 
Bowen«  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Cannon,  Conard, 
Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davis  cf  Mansadiafletts,  Dnvall, 
Eppes,  Gholson,  Ooldaborough,  Goodwyn,  Gonrdin, 
CrruBn,  Grosvenor,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Humphreys,  Hungerford,  IngerMll,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Ky.,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Md.,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, King  of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes,  McKee,  Mc- 
Lean, Montgomeiy,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley, 
Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ringgold,  Robertson,  Roggles,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Shefiey ,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Penn- 
svlvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Taggart,  Telfair, 
Thompson,  Troup,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Penn- 
syWania,  Winter,  Wood,  and  Wright 

N1.T8— Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Bamett,  Baylies 
of  Massachusetts,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Butler,  Champion, 
Cilley,  Glendenin,  Condict,  Cox,  Crawford,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Ely,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Franklin,  Gas- 
ton, Geddes,  Hale,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Henderson,  Ing- 
ham, Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lefierts,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Macon,  Markell,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kim,  Moore,  Moseley,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  John 
Reed,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Sage,  Sdinre- 
man,  Sherwood,  Stockton,  Strong,  Stuiges,  TannehiU, 
Taylor,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward 
of  Now  Jersey,  Webster,  Wbeaton,  WiUiams,  Wilson 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Yancey. 


Monday,  February  6. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Anacostia 
Bridge  Company  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep* 
resentatives  of  David  Dardin  was  read  the  third 
time  ;  and  a  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Taylor, 
that  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims, 
with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
admitting  to  payment  at  the  Treasury,  all  just 


claims  against  the  United  States,  which  have 
been  liquidated  and  barred  by  an 7  resolve  or 
statute  of  limitations. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

The  questien  was  then  taken,  Shall  tJie  bill 
pass?  and  passed  in  the  affirmatiTe. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House,  a  memo- 
rial from  Thomas  Ewell,  of  this  District;  in 
which,  after  describing  the  adrantagesof  such 
institutions,  he  prays  a  law  may  be  paswd. au- 
thorizing landed  proprietors  of  the  United  States, 
to  issue  notes  payable  six  months  aAer  date,  be, 
([in  the  manner  of  the  notes  Mr.  fi.  himself  had 
issued.)  which  was  read  by  the  Clerk,  amd  laidsi 
the  table. 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  from  a  select  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  declaratory  of  the  powen  d 
the  Legislature  of  Illinois  Territory,  (giving  it 
power  to  fix  the  time  and  places  at  iHiieh  tbe 
Judges  of  the  Territory  shall  hold  the  cooiti 
therein.)  The  bill  was  twice  read  and  coa- 
mitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  bill  anthonziBj 
the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  for  the  jear  1815,  wert 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  bill  ,to  compel  the  Clerk  of  the  House  or 
Representatives  to  give  bond,  haring  psssed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Accounts. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  S.  Wise  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  subsisting  the  Army  of  the  Uaited 
States,  by  authorizing  the  appointment  of  Com- 
missioners of  Subsistence,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

BATTLE  OF  NBW  OBLRANS. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiairs,  made  a  report  recommending 
the  adoption  of  the  followiag  resolve: 

Ruolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreteni- 
aiivea  of  ike  United  States  of  America  m  Congress 
assembled^  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  and  they 
are  hereby  presented  to  Major  General  Jackson,  and 
through  him  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand, for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct,  in  defeat^ 
ing  the  enemy  before  the  city  of  New  Orleans*  in  sac- 
ceestves  battles  fought  on  the  89d  of  December,  181 4> 
and  Ist  and  8th  of  January,  1816 ;  in  whidi  a  BritiA 
veteran  army,  formidable  in  number  as  in  diacipliDf, 
commanded  l^  renowned  Generals,  was  thrice  beatoi 
and  driven  back  with  great  loss,  and  in  the  faattie  <rf 
the  8th  of  January,  with  immense  slaoghts-,  by  a  mi- 
Utia  force  hastily  collected  to  the  defence  of  ttttt  otj , 
aided  by  a  small  body  of  regular  troops ;  thus  illastz*- 
ting  the  patriotic  defence  of  the  dbuntry  with  briliiaat 
achievement,  and  signalizing  the  Americans  by  steedly 
perseverance,  incessant  vigilance,  patient  aufierii^, 
undaunted  firmness,  and  in  victory  moderatios  and 
clemency  :  And  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be^  requested  to  cause  a  gold  medal  to  be  strack,  with 
suitable  emblems  and  devices,  and  presented  to  Major 
General  Jackson,  in  testimony  of  the  high  seoae  en- 
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tertained  by  CongraM  of  eventi  ao  memonM«,  and  of 
serricei  ao  eminent. 

The  reaolotion  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  MILITIA. 

Mr.  RiCB,  of  Vermont,  haring  eaaght  the 
Speaker's  eye,  spoke  nearly  as  follows : 

Sir:  Impressed  as  I  am  with  the  importance  of 
the  crisis  to  which  oar  eoontry  is  approaching, 
lod  anztoas  as  I  feel  to  contribute  the  utmost  of 
my  feeble  efforts  to  insure  success  to  the  contest 
in  which  it  is  engaged,  I  deem  it  unnecessary  that 
L  should  offer  an  apology  for  troubling  the  House 
with  the  propositions  I  am  about  to  submit. 
Surely,  sir,  if  the  present  contest  shall  terminate 
ingloriously,  the  cause  of  it  must  aod  will  be 
charged  upon  this  Congress ;  and,  I  may  be  per- 
mitted  to  add,  that  nothing  can  erer  be  urffed  as 
sn  apology  for  us.  For  it  can  never  be  said,  that 
the  country  which  has  produced  a  Brown,  a  Scott, 
md  a  JacKsoD,  with  Che  Spartan  bao^  which 
lia  re  fought  by  their  sides,  and  which  contains 
near  two  millions  of  men  equally  capable  of  bear- 
ing arms,  together  with  all  the  means  of  supplr- 
ng  armies  and  subsisting  its  inhabilants,  can  be 
msuccessful  in  a  contest  with  any  nation  what- 
ever, except  for  want  of  a  proper  application  of 
he  means  within  the  power  of  the  Gbvernment. 
iiVith  a  knowledge,  however,  of  the  difficulty  we 
lare  experiencedin  uniting  the  House  in  any  im- 
portant measures,  I  ought,  perhaps,  to  forbear 
Daking  an  attempt  at  a  new  project  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session,  and  content  myself  with 
rusting  the  defence  of  our  country  to  what  reff- 
ilar  forces  may  obtained  by  the  ordinary  mode 
>f  enlistment,  relying  on  rolunteers  and  militia 
or  the  balance.  But,  sir,  when  I  consider  the 
langers  with  which  our  country  is  threatened, 
ind  the  unequal  burdens  which  are  imposed  upon 
he  people  by  draughts  from  the  militia,  as  well  as 
he  enormous  expense  attending  them,  I  feel  it 
ny  duty,  late  as  it  is,  to  make  one  effort  to  accom- 
plish that  which  shall  better  comport  with  what 
[  believe  to  be  a  duty  we  owe  to  the  community. 

Mr.  R.  then  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
ions : 

BtMohtdy  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
>e  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pron- 
lingt  by  law,  for  arranging  the  citizens  autject  to  the 
lirect  tax,  into  clasaea,  in  such  manner  that  each  shall, 
LB  fiur  as  may  be  practicable,  consist  of  persona  residing 
:ontiguoas  to  each  other,  and  from  which  together 

hundred  dollars  shall  be  due ;  and  of  permittittg 

tach  clasB  to  furnish  one  man  for  the  regular  Army, 
ivithin  a  given  number  of  days,  in  lieu  of  aaid  tax. 

JUtohed,  That  the  said  eommitlee  be  instructed  to 
nquire  into  the  expediency  of  augmenting  the  direct 
ax  for  the  present  year,  so  aa  that  it  may  be  aufficient 
o  procure  ^^-  thousand  men  at  ^^-  hundred  doUan 
tach. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  these  res- 
^lutions,  Mr.  R.  again  rose  and  addressed  the 
iouse  as  follows : 

Having  submitted  the  propositions  before  you, 
t  is  due  to  myself  and  to  the  House,  that  I  should 


give  a  brief  explanation  of  my  views  as  to  the  de- 
tails of  the  proposed  measure.  I  propose,  sir,  that 
it  shall  be  made  the  duty  of  the  principal  assessors 
in  the  several  States,  as  soon  as  the  tax  lists  shall 
be  made  out,  to  furnish  each  assistant  assessor 
with  a  list  comprehending  the  taxable  persons  in 
the  assessment  districts  respectively,  and  that  the 
assistant  assessors  shall  be  required  to  arrange 
them  into  classes  in  such  manner  that  each  class 
shall,  as  far  as  ma^  be  practicable,  consist  of  per- 
sons residing  contiguous  to  each  other,  and  from 
whom,  in  the  whole,  two  hundred  dollars  of  the 
tax  shall  be  due ;  requiring  of  the  said  assessors  that 
they  should  make  a  return  of  the  classification  to 
the  collector,  designing  the  classes  by  numbers, 
or  in  someother  manner  which  shall  be  sufficiently 
descriptivcj  and  that  the  citizens  of  each  assess* 
ment  district  should  be  notified  of  the  class  to 
which  they  may  severally  belong,  and  of  the  tax 
due  from  each,  by  the  posting  up  of  class  lists,  at 
a  suitable  number  of  the  most  publte  places  in 
each  district.  I  propose  that  eacn  class  should  be 
allowed  to  exonerate  itself  from  the  tax  by  fur- 
nishing a  man  (within  a  given  number  of  days) 
to  engaffe  for  the  war,  without  the  bounty  ia 
money  from  the  Government ;  but  to  be  entitled 
to  the  land  bountv,  and  that  a  class  on  furnishing 
a  recruit  should  oe  entitled  to  a  certificate  from 
the  officer  authorized  to  receive  the  recruits, 
which  being  presented  to  the  collector  should  be 
good  payment  for  the  tax  of  the  class.  And  in 
the  al»ence  of  such  certificate,  for  a  given  num- 
ber of  days,  the  collector  should  proceed  in  the 
collection.  It  is  not  improbable  that  in  arranging 
the  classes  it  might  be  expedient  in  some  cases, 
and  perhaps  in  all,  to  include  in  a  class  those 
whose  tax  together  should  amount  to  four,  or  six, 
or  perhaps  eight  hundred  dollars,  and  provide 
that  it  should  exonerate  itself  from  the  tax  by 
furnishing  a  corresponding  number  of  men.  I 
feel  no  difficulty,  sir,  in  hazarding  an  opinion,  that 
most  of  the  classes  would  furnish  the  men,  and  I 
believe  they  would  do  so,  because  thereby  they 
would  make  a  sartng  to  themselves  in  money,  and 
not  only  would  they  make  a  saving  in  ainouut, 
but  in  most  cases  they  would  pay  a  recruit  in  the 
necessary  supplies  for  a  famuy,  and  in  various 
other  ways,  m  which  they  would  comi>ensate 
him,  with  more  convenience  than  to  raise  the 
same  amount  in  money  at  a  given  period.  And 
in  aid  of  this  plan,  we  should  enlist,  not  only  all 
the  feelings  which  result  from  a  wish  to  see  the 
country  properly  defended,  but  those  of  pecuniary 
interest.  Every  taxable  citizen  would  in  a  degree 
voluntarily  becomearecrultingofficer,  and,  among 
the  whole,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  a  sufficient 
number  of  recruits  would  be  found.  If,  however, 
it  should  be  believed,  that  to  allow  two  hundred 
dollars  of  the  tax  for  a  recruit  would  bea  sumin- 
sufficient  to  insure  the  obtaining  of  them,  let  the 
sum  be  augmented,  and.  If  necessary,  increase  the 
tax  accordingly;  to  which  lean  see  no  objection, 
as,  whatever  the  nominal  amount  of  the  tax  may 
be,  no  other  burden  would  be  imposed  on  the  peo- 
ple, than  the  smallest  sum  necessary  to  procure 
the  men ;  and  sore  1  am,  that  at  a  tii^e  ^hen  xVie 
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people  in  e? erjr  durection  are  crying  alood  to  the 
GoTernment  to  provide  an  %rmy  for  the  defence 
of  cTenr thing  dear  to  them,  they  will  not  com- 
plain ot  the  imposition  of  the  burdens  necessary 
to  that  object,  partieolarlv  if  no  more  money  is 
required  of  them,  than  what  they  shall  find  ne- 
cessary, they  having  the  sole  direction  of  the  ap- 
plication of  it.  I  am  not  insensible,  that  to  raise 
any  given  number  of  men  in  the  manner  I  propose, 
may  nominally  cost  the  Government  something 
more  than  to  raise  them  in  the  ordinary  mode ; 
but  I  believe  it  would  cost  the  people  much  less. 
Indeed,  I  very  much  doubt  whether  our  soldiers 
do  not  now  cost  two  hundred  dollars  each,  taking 
into  consideration  the  bounty,  premiums,  pay, 
and  rations,  to  recruiting  officers,  loes  of  money 
in  the  hands  of  some  of  them,  and  other  inciden- 
tal expenses,  i  am  not  able  to  anticipate  any 
Constitutional  objections  which  can  be  urged 
against  the  plan  I  have  proposed,  even  by  the  most 
aonipulous.  Nor  can  i  presome  that  it  will  be 
subrjact  to  the  termof  ^'conscription,"  a  word  which 
to  some  is  so  alarming.  The  present  direct  tax 
of  six  millions  of  dollars,  if  applied  in  the  manner 
proposed,  allowing  two  hundred  dolUrs  for  each 
teernit,  would  raise  thirty  thousand  men ;  but  it 
cannot  be  calculated  that  the  whole  tax  will  be 
thus  applied,  even  if  the  citizens  should  in  no  part 
of  the  country  find  any  diflicolty  in  procuring  a 
aufficient  number  of  men,  because  there  will  in 
all  of  the  States  be  more  or  less  property  owned 
by  non-residents,  to  which  the  classification  would 
not  be  applicable.  It  might  therefore  be  fair  to 
calculate  that,  from  the  cause  I  have  just  mention- 
ed, and  other  incidental  causes,  not  more  than 
twenty  or  twenty-five  thousaad  would  be  obtain- 
ed, while  the  balance  of  the  tax  would  be  paid  in 
money. 

I  will  not  at  present  hazard  an  opinion  as  to  the 
number  which  we  ought  to  calculate  on  raising, 

Sirovided  the  plan  is  adopted— that  being  a  sub- 
ect  which  more  properly  belongs  to  others.  But, 
presuming  that  it  might  be  expedient  to  increase 
the  tax  for  the  present  year,  with  a  view  of  ea- 
larffing  the  number  of  men  beyond  what  the  six 
millions  would  raise.  I  have  proposed  by  the  sec- 
ond resolution  an  ioqoiry  on  that  subjecL 

I  may  perhaps  be  told,  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  plcldges  contained  in  the  direct  tax  hill,  and 
the  engagements  of  the  Government  founded  on 
them,  there  is  an  insurmountable  diflleulty  in  the 
way  of  adopting  the  plan  I  have  suggested,  and 
auch  flMy  be  the  fact,  though  1  am  myself  inclined 
to  a  different  opinion. 

If,  however,  diere  be  no  other  way  of  getting 
over  the  supposed  difficulties,  I  shoakl  be  in  favor 
of  substitutm^  other  new  taxes,  or  of  so  increasing 
the  present  direct  tax,  as  to  make  it  snfficient  to 
procure  a  proper  number  of  men,  leaving  the 
present  six  millions  to  find  their  way  into  the 
Treasury.  Grentlemen  perhaps  will  say,  that,  to 
substitute  other  indirect  taxes  for  the  present  di- 
rect tax,  or  to  increase  the  direct  tax  in  the  man- 
ner I  have  proposed,  will  be  to  impose  burdens 
upon  the  people  hea?ier  than  can  be  boroe.  I  ad- 
mit they  will  be  heavy  j  but,  sir,  the  people  of  this 


country  fand  rather  snppert  their  righu  at  saj 
expense  than  surrender  them,  and  I  nsa  aitofeikr 
mistaken  as  to  public  opinion*  or  it  is  damorooi 
from  every  quarter,  for  the  Qovernment  toidopt 
strong,  energetic  measures,  such  as,  with  eooooa 

Erudence  and  exertion,  will  tmora  sneecH.  I 
ave  not  the  vanity  to  suppose  that  the  ^ropon- 
tions  I  have  submitted,  are  fre«  from  stgcciioas. 
But,  unless  something  can  be  offered  IcsslisUeco 
theaa,  I  hope  they  may  be  adopted,  for  soie list 
that  we  ought  to  do  something,  and  that  wiilml 
delay.    Should  it  be  objected  th&t  too  great Ms^ 
will  attend  the  plan  I  have  saboiitted,  1 14  of 
gentlemen  to  present  one  whichsbnJl  hepractia- 
ble,  and  which  will  be  attended  with  less,  aod  u- 
sure  them  that  I  will  give  my  aid  in  adopting  \i 
Bat  i  beg  of  gentlemen  that  we  may  not  let  tkii 
session  pass  by  without  doing  something  wbick 
will  have  a  tendency  to  relieve  oar  eitizeas  froa 
their  fearful  apprehension. 

Mr.  WsBSTsa  opposed  these  resolves,  aad  de- 
manded the  yeas  aad  nays  on  their  adoption.  He 
objected  to  the  consideration,  at  this  late  hoor,  of 
new  projects,  which,  though  they  would  serioaiij 
obstruct  the  recruiting  service,  coold  prodaee  as 
good.  The  present  direct  tax,  he  observed,  wis 
pledged  to  specific  purposes  j  and  an  edditist  to 
the  direct  tax  was  not  practicable,  that  tax  bong 
aiieady  as  heavy  as  coold  be  borne.  The  trae 
interest  of  the  country,  he  believed,  indieateda 
reliance  on  voluntary  enlisimeDls  for  filling  liie 
ranks  of  the  Army,  «c« 

Mr.  GoLoononouoB  appeared  to  he  iacliaed  lo 
see  this  subject  referred  to  a  Commiitee  of  tke 
Whole,  for  a  full  and  OMture  coosideimtioo. 

Mr.  WaiOBT  expressed  bis  regret  at  seeing  sack 
a  proposition  introduced  at  this  time,  for,  soic 
he  was,  it  would  produce  no  good;  bai,  hesidtt 
consuming  public  time,  the  very  pohlicacioo  of 
the  motion  would  have  a  tendency  is  cAeck  the 
recruiting  service.    He  had  inAirflMtioa  which 
authorized  him  to  say  that  there  wss  a  perfect 
confidence  the  Army  would  bs  filled  in  good  uoe 
by  the  ordinary  process  of  rccraiting^  and,  if  we 
had  been  able  to  obtain  money  at  the  aommcnee- 
ment  of  the  session,  he  had  no  doubi  bat  the 
Army  would  now  have  presented  a  very  nomer- 
ical  tront,  indeed.  He  adverted  to  the  high  boaa- 
ties  now  paid,  compared  to  those  paid  during  the 
Bevdotion,  which  would  soon  prodoce  a  good 
army,  and  an  army  of  wealihy  men,  too,  esck 
entitled,  by  virtue  of  his  enlistment,  to  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land.    The  Sutei 
too,  were  raising  troops^  of  which  the  Bute  ot 
Maryland  had   magaawoaoualy  voiad  to  nim 
five  thousand.     These  new  ifreject^  Mr.  V. 
feaved,  would  deleat  the  only  one  on  whiek  fcli- 
ance  eoald  be  placed,  viz:  the  reeraitiog  sctvice. 

Mr.  GsoavsNoa  said,  he  was  foully  oppssri 
to  this  motion  in  principle,  which  wss,  beridc^ 
impracticable.  The  a&somptton  of  the  direct  tsi 
by  some  of  the  States^  interposed,  of  itself.  <> 
insuperable  difficulty  in  the  way  of  this  viM 
project. 

Mr.  Gholson  said,  he  did  believe  that  thes>^ 
ject  of  providiiig  for  filling  the  ranksof  the  regain 
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armr  anil  of  providing  the  ways  aBd  maans,  ought, 
nntii  they  were  entirety  arranged,  to  oecapy  the 
BtteotioD  of  Coogren,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
baniness.  That  the  mode  now  proposed  was  the 
proper  ooe  for  filling  the  ranks,  he  did  not  sav ; 
)ut,  as  it  introduced  this  sabject  of  inquiry,  be 
loped  the  resolution  would  be  adopted.  That 
:he  country  was  capable  of  bringing  at  once  a 
egular  army  into  the  field,  no  man  acquainted 
irith  its  rcBources  eoold  deny,  if  they  wese  prop- 
erly applied.  The  onty  question,  then,  was  whe- 
iker  such  an  army  was  wanting?  Of  that,  he 
ihougbt  there  could  be  no  doubt ;  and  he  there- 
:ore  hoped  the  House  would  seriously  enter  on 
^his  stt^ect. 

Mr.  Fmk,  of  Vermont,  opposed  a  propoeed  poat- 
(lonement  of  this  motion,  not  that  he  approTed  it 
mtirety,  but  because  it  was  susceptible  of  modlfi- 
sation,  and  that)  in  his  opinion,  it  would  become 
Congress,  before  they  parted,  to  take  some  effi- 
:ient  and  certain  measures  to  fill  the  ranks  of  the 
regular  army.  A  combination  of  this  proposition 
with  that  made  with  the  War  Department,  at  the 
sommencement  of  the  session,  would  produce 
(oeh  a  system  as  he  should  approfe )  and  such, 
IS  he  believed,  from  the  want  or  money,  theOor- 
•rnment  would  at  last  be  compelled  to  resort  to. 
^bat  answer,  be  asked,  could  they  give  to  th«r 
lonstituents,  if  they  returned  home  and  left  the 
lountry  comparatively  defenceless  ?  It  was  time, 
le  said,  that  they  should  net,  and  act  eficiently. 

Mr.  Stanford  made  a  motion  to  lay  the  re- 
olves  on  the  table;  which  was  negatival. 

Mr.  LowNDsa  objected  to  the  inquiry  ittto  the 
iropriety  of  diverting  the  direct  tax  already  laid, 
)r  a  pmt  of  it,  to  the  purposes  of  raising  men.  After 
hat  tax  had  been  solemnly  pledged  by  law  to  a 
ipecific  puipose,  to  enter  inton  discussion  of  the 
>roprieiy  or  diverting  it  to  ao>y  other  purpose. 
fvhile  it  would  be  impracticable  for  any  useful 
!nd,  might  be  seriously  injurious  to  the  finances 
tnd  credit  of  the  country.  He  had  no  phjections, 
lowever,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  increas- 
og  the  direct  tax  to  this  end. 

Mr.  Troup  (the  chairman  of  the  Military  Com- 
nittee)  said  that,  being  a  member  of  the  eommit- 
:ee  to  whom  it  was  proposed  to  refer  this  subjecL 
t  did  not  become  him  to  express  any  decided 
)piDion  on  it.  All  he  hoped  was,  that  the  House 
aronld  not  instruct  the  committee  on  this  head, 
mless  determined  to  perfect  the  proposition  into 
:he  shape  of  a  law ;  inasmuch  as  the  committee, 
n  its  ministerial  capacity,  had  already  cogni- 
sance  over  this  subject,  and  could  report  on  it 
without  instruction,  if  deemed  by  them  expedi- 
mt.  With  respect  to  the  military  subjects  of  the 
present  session,  the  House  could  not  fail  to  recol- 
ect  that  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  bad 
stated  what  force  we  had,  and  wh»t  additiott  to 
t  was  desirable  for  the  further  defence  of  the 
»>antry.  It  had  been  proposed  to  Congress  to 
lugmeot  the  regular  force  to  one  hundred  thou- 
land  men,  for  wnich  purpose  it  was  proposed  to 
esort  to  the  most  energetic  means,  h  was  ne- 
cessary for  the  committee  of  this  House,  said  Mr. 
r.,  to  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  optnioa  of  both 


branches  of  the  Legislature,  as  to  the  different 
modes  of  raning  men.  We  did  so ;  and  found 
that  no  efficacious  measure,  calculated  certainly 
and  promptly  to  fill  the  regular  army,  could  be 
effectually  resorted  to.  Measures  were  matured 
and  proposed  by  the  committee,  but  were  not 
pressed  on  the  House  from  the  solemn  conviction 
that  tbere  was  no  disposition  in  the  Legislature 
to  aet  finally  on  the  subject.  This  being  ascer- 
tained, other  measures  were  adopted,  to  improve 
the  recruiting  service,  to  authorize  the  accep- 
tance into  the  aervice  of  volunteers  and  State 
troops  in  the  nature  of  regulars.  If  the  whole 
number  authorized  of  the  two  latter  could  be 
commanded,  together  with  rhe  ^xty  thousand 
regulars^  (supposing  the  ranks  to  be  filled,)  it 
would  give  an  effective  force  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  men,  and  might  be  reasonably  ex- 
peciad  to  pnaduce  one  hiindr«d  ihouaaod;  as  great 
n  number,  perhapsyas^nnder  preaeoteircumstances, 
the  ioances  of  the  eomtiy  would  bear.  Even  at 
this  kie  day  of  the  session,  however,  Mr.  T.  said, 
be  was  willing  to  resort  to  the  only  certain  ana 
effectual  mode  of  augmenting  the  regular  army 
to  a  hundred  thousand  men,  to  the  support  of 
which  the  fimnces  of  the  country  might,  before 
the  adjournment,  be  made  adequate.  He  hoped, 
at  least,  the  House  would  so  decide  on  this  ques- 
tion, as  to  make  the  vote  on  it  decisive  of  their 
real  views  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  Aunroif  remarked,  in  reply  to  the  objeo* 
tion  derived  from  the  existing  pledge  of  the  direct 
tax,  that  that  pledge  applied  only  to  the  contin- 
uance of  that  tax  until  a  certain  part  of  the  prin* 
cipal  and  interest  of  the  debt  should  be  redeemed ; 
but  the  proceeds  of  the  tax  might  be  applied  to 
this  or  any  other  purpose  the  €k>vernment  should 
see  fit» 

Mr.  Maoon  was  of  opinion  tiiat  the  motion 
prapMed  no  violation  of  the  public  iaith.  If  the 
army  could  be  filled  by  the  regular  mode  of  en- 
listment, as  was  now  said,  how  happened  it  that 
so  many  projects  of  this  nature  were  offered? 
The  relianee  on  volunteers  4iad  State  troops  was 
uncertain;  and  Congress  ought  to  devise  some 
mode  by  which  the  ranks  or  the  army  could  be 
positively  filled.  If  it  could  be  done  without  vi- 
olating the  public  ftiith,  Mr.  M.  said  it  was  his 
opinion,  that  the  direct  tax  could  be  more  easily 
paid  in  this  way  than  in  money,  and  he  should 
therefore  favor  rhe  plan. 

At  length,  after  some  other  desultory  debate, 
the  resolves  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ftsx,  of  Ver- 
mont, believing,  he  said,  they  wquld  not  pass  in 
their  present  shape,  referrea  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House— 63  to  57-i-and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  $a  to  38. 


TuaanAY,  February  7. 

The  Spbaur  laid  before  the  House  the  annual 
report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
detailing  their  proceedings  since  their  last  report, 
made  on  the  5th  of  February,  1814;  which  was 
read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Easton,  a  committee  was 
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the  lengthy  discussion  of  this  subject  yesterdaj, 
it  was  with  extreme  reluctance  that  he  again  ob- 
truded himself  upon  the  patience  of  the  House; 
but  the  deep  stdKe  which  the  State  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  in  part,  had  in  its  decision,  he 
trusted  would  be  a  sufficient  apology. 

Mr.  L.  said,  that  since  yesterday,  he  had  been 
enabled  to  fortify  the  opinions  be  had  advanced 
in  opposition  to  the  ameodmeot.  by  aa  authority 
which  ought  to  be  revered  by  all.  He  had  ot^- 
tained  tbe  correspondence  between  General  Wash- 
ington, then  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
Mr.  Adams  his  successor,  and  the  commissioners 
for  the  city,  upon  the  subject  of  the  location  of 
the  public  offices,  which  he  would  take  the  liberty 
of  reading.  He  then  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  White, 
one  of  the  commi^tsioners,  who  stated  ^^that  in  a 
'  conversation  with  General  Washington,  upon  the 
'  subject  of  the  location  of  the  public  buildings,  the 

*  General  was  decidedly  of  opitiion,  that  the  offices 
'  of  the  different  departments  should  be  as  conve- 
'  nient  to  the  President  as  possible,  and  that  it  was 

*  unnecessary,  for  any  public  convenience,  that  they 
'  should  be  contiguous  to  the  Legislative  Hall ;  in- 
'  deed,  that  the  officers  had  complained  to  him, 
'  when  in  Philadelphia,  that  it  was  impossible  toat- 
'  tend  to  their  public  duties  from  the  constant  calls 
'  of  the  members,  and  that  they  were  oUigi^d  to 
'  deny  themsel  ves."  He  also  read  a  letter  from  the 
commissioners  of  the  city,  to  Gkoeral  Washington, 
at  Mount  Vernon,  recroesting  him  to  fix  on  the 
sites  for  the  public  offices,  and  his  answer,  fixing 
a  day  for  that  purpose-Hind  a  letter  from  Mr.  Ad- 
itns,  ratifying  and  confinhine  the  acts  of  the 
eommiasioiiers  in  fixing  the  sites  of  the  public 
offices  under  the  direction  of  General  Washington. 

Thus  then,  said  Mr.  L.,  inre  have  not  only  the 
opinion  of  that  illustrious  man,  as  to  the  most 
proper  iites  for  the  public  offices,  but  we  have 
^tidebOe  that  ought  to  satisfy  the  most  incredu- 
lous, tliat  he  actually  came  upon  the  ground^  and 
marked  the  very  spots  upon  which  the  builainM 
were  to  be  placed,  and  tnese  acts  were  otiBcialTy 
confirmed  by  his  successor,  Mr.  Adams.  But  my 
honorable  Irteod  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gbob- 
vbnob)  has  said,  that  General  Washington  had 
been  teased  and  importuned  by  those  interested, 
likCo  the  location  he  had  made.  Sir,  said  Mr.  L.j 
my  honorable  friend  can  know  little  of  the  char- 
acter of  that  gteat  man,  if  he  believes  there  existed 
a  being  who  dared  approach  him  in  that  way. 
No.  sir,  as  soon  would  he  attempt  to  grasp  the 
forked  lightning,  as  to  intimate  a  wish  that  he 
would  swerve  from  his  public  duty. 

There  were  many  considerations^  said  Mr.  L,, 
irhy  no  changes  ought  to  be  made  in  the  present 
plan  of  the  city,  or  of  the  sites  for  the  public 
DUildings ;  and  that  which  operated  most  irresist- 
ibly with  him  was,  that  it  was  a  plan  sanctioned 
b^  that  ff  reat  and  good  man,  whose  name  it  bears. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  what  that  man  has  done,  let  no 
iMrtal  attempt  to  undo.  His  ways  are  not  to  be 
mended  by  man.  This  House  is  not  competent 
to  do  it.  He  considered  the  two  public  edifices, 
the  foundation  atones  of  which  our  ever  to  be 
vetered  hero,  statesman,  and  patriot,  laid,  as  perma- 


nently  fixed,  by  poblic  faith;  paiticalarly  as  maps 
were  distributed  throughout  Burope,  with  tit 
sanction  of   President  Washington,  desigaatiAj 
the  sites  of  the  Capitol,  President's  Hons^  aod 
other  public  buildings,  and  that  foreigpen  b^d 
been  induced  to  purchase  property,  judfio^of  ifs 
value  from  its  continuity  to  some  one  of  the  pah- 
lie  edifices  as  marked  upon  the  map.     Change  the 
situation  of  your  city,  and  thev  are  deceiTcd  and 
injured ;  hereafter  they  will  have  no  coaldeQce 
in  your  acts.    We  have  been    told,  tbat  bise 
quantities  of  our  public  stock  have  beea  lu^f 
sent  to  Holland  for  sale.    Is  it  to  be  believed,  ax. 
with  a  knowledge  of  what  we  are  about  to  k. 
(for  it  is  in  that  country  that  our  city  lots  hare 
been  sold,  and  held  as  security  for  monej  bor- 
rowed,) that  thev  will  trust  us  for  a  cent,  whea 
everything  which  they  deemed    sacred  is  thai 
violated?    No,  sir,  they  will  not,  and  I  will  saf. 
they  ought  not  to  trust  us.    Bat^  sir,  if  we  han 
no  reeard  to  our  plighted  faith  to  foreigners,  kt 
us  at  least  save  our  own  people.     Do  not,  by  ibb 
act,  ruin  thousands  of  honest,  industrious  mfchaa- 
ics,  who  have  at  very  advanced  prices  purchased 
and  improved  lots  near  the  present  sites,  uoder 
an  assurance  and  firm  belief  in  their  permaaraey. 
Let  us  not  do  an  act  which  will  excite  diitrast 
abroad  and  contempt  at  home. 

But,  why  are  gentlemen  desirous  of  remoTiotg 
the  offices  from  their  present  sites  near  the  Pres- 
dent^s  House,  to  the  Capitol  square  7  It  had  bcea 
shown,  he  hoped  satisfactorily,  that  their  appro- 
priate place  was  near  the  President's  House,  aod 
not  the  Capitol.  The  President  must  necessarily 
have  considerable  intercourse  with  the  offices; 
but  he  was  unable  to  see  the  necessity  of  any  per- 
sonal intercourse  between  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  and  the  offices,  it  is  knowo  that  all 
public  business  between  Congress  or  its  members, 
and  the  public  offices,  is  done  by  a  resoloiion  of 
the  House,  or  by  letter  from  any  iodividfoai  mem- 
ber, which  is  conveyed  by  a  messenger  of  Con- 
gress paid  for  that  purpose. 

in  addition  to  the  i^easoui  given  lot  a  pvefer- 
ence  of  the  old  skea,  there  wrad  ^  a  aating  of 
more  than  one  half  of  the  expense.    The  commit- 
tee, ro  whom  this  subject  was  coaiGded,  attended 
personalty  at  the  Capitol,  and  ^amined  the  state 
of  that  building,  when,  after  a  conference,  and 
making  such  inquiries  of  an  architect  on  the  spot, 
as  was  considered  proper,  they  were  induced  ro 
believe  that  the  Wftlls  of  both  Win^  of  the  Capi- 
tol might  be  safely  built  on,  and  that  the  estima- 
ted expense  of  about  |»250,000  for  repairing  the 
same,  was  as  nearly  accurate,  as  could  be  reason- 
ably expected.    The  President's  House  and  ilic 
offices  were  not  so  particularly  examined,  bol  it 
was  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  whole 
might  be   repaired  for  about  $500,000,  which 
would  be  $715,110  less  thin  the   first  cost  of 
those  buildings.    But,  Mr.  L.  said  tiiere  was  so- 
other objection  which  would  be,  ^irich  him.  aa 
insttperable  one;  and  that  was,  thnt  lie  woiAi 
not  be  compelled  by  an  act  of  tbeeaeiay  toalaa« 
don,  or  change  ia  the  saaaUeat  deg^ree,  airy  of 
the  pfkmi  of  the  public  edificea  they  liKd  destiofed. 
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He  would  rebuild  thetn  preieiseiy  on  the  saine 
ffroond ;  not  a  stone  or  brick  should  be  changed, 
bat  they  should  be  finished  in  a  style  of  increased 
magnificence  and  grandeur.  It  never  should  be 
said!  because  the  enemy  bad  destrored  our  Capi- 
tol that  Congress  were  afraid  to  rebuild  it,  lest  it 
might  agliin  be  destroyed.  No,  let  us  ha?e  an- 
}ther  trial,  and  if  we  cannot  then  defend  our  Capi- 
!ol,  it  will  be  time  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  in  the 
)est  way  we  can.  My  friend  from  North  Caro- 
ina  (Mr.  Gaston)  objects  to  an  appropriation  of 
»o  much  money  at  a  time  like  this,  when  the 
Treasury  is  bankruot,  our  soldiers  unpaid,  &o., 
or  repairing  the  public  buildings;  but  he  has  no 
)bjection  to  double  the  sum  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
>uilding  on  new  sites.  How  inconsistent !  The 
l^entleman  from  North  Carolina  ought  to  recol- 
ect,  that  not  a  cent  of  this  appropriation  would 
;ome  out  of  the  Treasury.  The  banks  of  the  Dis- 
rict  had  generously  and  maffuanimously  come 
brward  and  ofifered  to  loan  the  amount  wanted 
ipon  reasonable  terms,  for  the  accomplishment  of 
in  object  ao  interesting  to  the  District ;  and  it  was 
)robabIe  that  the  sales  of  lots  belonging  to  the  pub- 
ic in  the  city,  would  furnish  money  enough  to 
eimburse  the  loan  before  it  became  due.  Re« 
eci  this  amendment — pass  this  bill,  which  will 
estore  public  confidence,  and  there  will  be  no 
lifficulty  in  selling,  at  good  prices,  the  property  of 
he  public,  which  is  now  worthless.  My  friend 
Vom  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  WsBSTfeR)  says,  he 
loes  not  think  this  a  proper  time  to  make  an  ap- 
nopriation  fur  building  up  the  Capitol,  and  re- 
lommendi  that  sofne  trifling  alterations  be  made 
n  the  present  room,  which  will  then  aaswer  very 
irell  until  we  have  peace.  Mr.  L.  said,  he  eon- 
i;ratulated  his  friend  upon  the  sadden  cnaage  of 
lis  feelings.  It  was  but  a  few  days  since,  the  gett- 
leman  could  not  exist  in  this  confined,  inconre- 
lient,  and  unwholesome  room,  and  nothing  but 
he  pure  atmosphere  of  Phikdelpbia  would  satisfy 
lim ;  but  now  it  seecne.  when  it  is  aseercaioed  he 
;aanot  get  to  Philadelphia,  that  he  is  perfeetlj 
«cenciled  with  the  preaent  room,  and  thinks  it 

5>od  enough  for  war  nmea.  Thogentleaian  from 
ew  Hampshire  also  eomplains,  that  this  oily  u 
ieieimt  in  popolation,  in  wealth  and  oomnMree, 
tnd  therefore  an  improper  place  for  the  eeat  of 
Government,  if  it  be  true  (hat  it  is  thiis  deficient, 
o  wh«rt,  I  tflsk,  is  it  to  be  ascribed?  Let  those 
whoj  like  the  gentleman  fVorn  New  Hampshire, 
ire  desirous  of  removing  the  seat  of  QoverOfttent, 
inswer.  It  is  to  the  repeated  efforts  to  remove,  to 
etrocede,  and  to  concentrate,  which  have  been 
literuat^ly  made  for  the  last  twelve  vears  in  Con- 
rress,  that  the  population  aud  wealth  of  Wash- 
ngton  have  not  equalled  any  other  town  on  the 
:oDtioe^t  of  its  age.  What  prudent  man,  I  ask, 
irould  risk  his  fortune  in  making  improvements 
n  a  plaoe,  that  was  every  year  threatened  with 
lestruction,  by  the  very  power  who  ought  to  fos- 
er  and  protect  it?  If  inconveniences  have  been 
eit  from  the  dispersed  population  of  the  city  and 
be  want  of  accommodations,  those  alone  are  ae* 
soantable  who  by  their  own  nets  have  predneed 
N>th.    The  people  of  (hie  Distnet  are  poutiMl  or^ 


phaos.  They  have  been  abandoned  by  their  legiti- 
mate parents,  aad  claim  protection  of  us,  who  are 
constitutiooaily  bound  to  protect  them ;  but, instead 
of  extending  to  them  the  parental  band  of  affection 
and  assistance,  we  cruelly  abandon  them  to  their 
fate.  If  they  ask  us  for  bread,  we  give  them  a 
stone.  If  they  even  ask  us  for  justice,  we  tell 
them  they  are  rudely  importunate.  Ins«tead  of 
extending  to  them  the  parental  hand  of  affection, 
we  do  all  in  our  power  tobligbt  and  destroy  their 
fair  prospects.  If  we  are  not  disposed  to  be  their 
guardians  and  friends,  let  us  at  least  do  aothiag 
to  injure  them ;  let  them  pursue  undisturbed  their 
own  way,  and  you  will  not  have  to  complain  of 
the  want  of  population,  wealth,  or  accommoda- 
tions in  the  city.  There  are  few  places  in  the 
United  States  possessing  greater  comMereial  ad- 
rantages  thaa  Washington ;  plaeed  at  the  head  of 
an  excellent  navigation,  supported  bj  an  exten- 
sive and  wealthy  back  country  in  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  and  in  a  climate  extremely  healthy :  if  it 
has  but  fair  play  it  will  soon  rival  many  of  the 
most  important  towns  in  the  Union,  in  wealth  aad 
population. 

The  public  are  greatly  interested  in  promoting 
the  welfhreof  the  city,  as  it  would  make  very  vain- 
able  a  larf  e  proper iv  given  by  the  proprietors  of 
the  land  on  which  the  city  stands,  which  at  prea- 
ent  is  worth  nothing.  The  proprietors  of  the  city 
gave  the  land  to  ihe  public,  with  an  understand- 
ing that  the  sites  fbr  the  public  buildioga  should 
remain  unchanged ;  therefore  (he  present  altera- 
tion would  be  unjust  as  to  them.  The  States  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland  have  both  a  deep  stake 
in  the  permanency  of  the  seat  of  Government. 
Virginia  made  a  donaiion  of  $180,000,  and  a  ces- 
sion of  a  moiety  of  ten  miles  square  of  her  terri- 
tory, including  a  town  which  was  the  pride  of 
the  State.  Maryland  made  a  donation  of  975^000 
and  a  cession  of  a  moiety  of  ten  miles  square  of 
her  territory,  including  a  town,  second  to  one  only 
in  the  State ;  and  these  States  will  not  view  with 
complacency  any  act  which  may  hare  a  tendency 
to  jeopardfm  the  Seat  of  Government. 

All  the  country  within  fifty  miles  of  the  seat  of 
GkHFet ntoeot,  both  in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  are 
greatly  Interested  In  the  welfare  of  the  city,  and 
representing,  as  I  do,  an  adjoining  district,  whose 
property  Would  diminish  at  least  50  per  cent,  in 
value,  if  the  Government  is  removed,  t  trust  I 
shall  bd  excused  for  the  solicitude  I  havie  mani- 
fested, and  the  time  I  have  occupied  in  the  dis- 
cussion. 

The  amendment  was  also  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Maoon,  FoBSYTB,  and  others,  and  advocated  by 
Messrs.  Orosvenor  and  Wbiobt. 

The  question  having  been  taken  aAer  much 
debate,  by  yeas  and  nays,  was  decided^^Fur  the 
amendment  65,  against  it  T7,  as  follows: 

YaAS-^Measrs.  Anderson.  Baylies  of  MaHMshnsetts, 
Bifelow,  Boyd,  BiadbnT,  BriglMMB,  Cannon*  GiBi^, 
Coadiet,  Cooper,  Cox.  Calpeper,  Damaapert,  Davis  ef 
Maismihnwtis,  Davis  of  Pbnnijlvania,  Dosha,  Daval^ 
Ely,  Famw»  Findley,  GoWsborongh,  Onsvenor,  Hen- 
demn,  Haibevt,  Ingham,  hwln,  Kmnedy,  King  cT 
MMsachislta,  Law,  Lovtt,  ifarkell,  ftckering,  Pithhi, 
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Potter,  John  lUad,  WillUm  Rood,  Bogglei,  Sehiira- 
man,  Slajmakor,  BmiUi  of  Now  York,  SUnford,  Block- 
too,  Staort,  Tftggart,  Tajlor,  Thompson,  Voso,  Wud 
of  MaMochuMtta,  Ward  of  New  Jeraoy,  Webiter, 
Whoaton,  Wilcox,  Wilton  of  PennayWania,  Winter, 
and  Wright. 

Nats — Meam.  Alexander,  Alston,  Atcij,  Baiboor, 
Bard,  Baroett,  Bayly  of  Virginia*  Binea,  Bowen,  BredL- 
enridge,  Brown,  Burweil,  Butler,  Chammon,  Gienden- 
in,  Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Evans,  Fisk 
of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Geddea,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griifin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Jackson  of  Virginia»  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of 
Maiyland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Loflerts,  Lewis,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Roa  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nesaeo,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  SoTier,  Sharp,  Sheffey, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Sturges,  Troup,  Udree,  White,  Williama,  and  Yancey. 

The  effect  of  tbis  decision  ia,  that  the  public 
offices  ahail  be  rebuilt  on  their  old  sites. 

Mr.  BiQELOW  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
require  the  President,  previously  to  expending 
the  money  to  be  appropriated,  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  Congress  a  plan  and  estimates  for  the  build- 
ings; by  which,  he  believed,  one-half  of  the  ex- 
pense might  be  saved. 

This  motion  was-  opposed  as  unnecessary,  by 
Mr.  Lewis,  and  negatived — ayes  39. 

Mr.  Farrow  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  should 
vote  against  the  bill;  not  because  be  was  a^inst 
rebuilding,  but  because  of  the  great  scarcity  of 
money  in  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Stanford  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instructions  to  make  some  report  as  to  con- 
centration, and  the  manner  and  method  of  exe- 
cuting the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Tbis  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Lbwib,  and 
negatived — ayes  44. 

The  question  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  read  a 
third  time,  was  then  decided  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Avory,  Barbour,  Bard, 
Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Binea,  Bowen,  Bracken- 
ridge,  Burweil,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Cox,  Crawlbrd, 
Creighton,  Culpeper,  Duvall,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Frank- 
lin, Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griifin,  Harris,  Has- 
brouck, Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hubbard,  Hungsrford,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kershaw, 
Kilboum,  Leffinrts,  Lewis,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moore,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens, 
Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Telfiiir,  Troup, 
Whito,  and  Yancey~67. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alston,  Baylies  of  Maasachnaetts, 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradborf.  Brigham,  Brown,  Cilley, 
Conard,  Cooper,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Maasachusotts,  Davis 
of  Pennsylvania,  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Gaslon,Goddes, 
Goldsborongh,  Henderson,  Humphrejrs,  Hnlbert,  Ing- 
ham, Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett^  Mar- 
kell,  Murfree,  Pickering,  Piper,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Roa  of  Pennaylvania,  Ruggles,  Schuro- 
man,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  YoA,  Stanford,  Stock- 
onBtrong,  T  a  ggast,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Udioo,  Vose, 


Word  of  Masaaffanaetts,  Waid  of  New  Jonej,  WebM. 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Williams,  WUaon  of  Penm^lnsa, 
and  Wintei^-66. 


Thorsdat,  Februarf  9. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  soboiiued  the  fdhw- 
ing  resolution ;  which  was  read,  mnd  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table : 


Ruohed,  That  the  rules  of  this  Hooae  htmtmtoM, 
that  officers  who  hsTO  received,  or  shall  hemfter  re- 
ceive, the  thanks  of  Congreas  for  their  gaBttbyand 
good  conduct,  displayed  in  the  service  of  thciz  eoaatry, 
shall  be  admitted  to  seats  within  the  ^ralkof  thkHtva. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentockj,  tke 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  irere  instracted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishiag,  ia 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  a  loan  oflSee,  and  in  soch 
other  States  in  which  no  such  office  is  establisbei 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  theHoose 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill  "to  allow i 
drawback  of  duties  on  spirits  distilled,  and  cer- 
tain ^oods,  wares,  aod  merchandise,  maoafac(D^ 
ed  within  the  United  States,  on  the  exportatioB 
thereof  to  any  foreign  port  or  place."  They  hare 
also  passed  the  bill  from  this  House  "for  the  ^^ 
lief  of  Beujamta  Weils  and  others,"  with  tmead- 
meats;  in  which  bill  and  amendments  thry  re- 
quest the  coocorreoce  of  this  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  rcgQ- 
lating  the  Post  Office  Establishment  was  reads 
third  time ;  and  the  further  consideration  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

PUBLIC  ROADS. 

Mr.  Lattimore,  from  the  committee  appoiated 
to  inquire  into  the  expediencr  of  repairing  sad 
keeping  in  repair  the  road  from  Nashville  to 
Natchez,  as  also  Che  road  from  Port  Hawkins  ia  ' 
Gkorgia.  to  St.  Stephen's  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, delivered  in  a  report,  aceonpani^  by  a 
bill  making  an  appronriation  for  npmitiog  the 
road  from  Nashrille  to  Natcheg;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

It  appears,  by  a  treaty  condodsd  with  the  Cbodaws 
on  the  S6th  October,  1801»  and  another  with  the  Choo- 
taws  on  the  17th  December  in  the  saoM  yoer,  that  the 
eonaeat  of  these  Indians  was  obtaioBod  to  the  ^peaing  of 
a  wagon  road  through  their  raapectrre  lands ;  and  by 
an  act  of  Congreas  of  the  Slat  April,  1806,  that  six 
thoQsand  dollars  waa  appropriated  to  this  puposi; 
which  waa  efiscted,  aa  provided  by  thooo  treaties  sad 
thia  act^  under  the  direction  of  the  Preaadent  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  It  appears  alao  by  a  treaty  with  the  Cnek 
Indians,  concluded  on  the  14th  November,  ld05,  thit 
the  United  States  have  a  right  to  a  horse-path  thioogli 
their  lands ;  and,  by  the  act  abovo-mentioned,  that  as 
thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  paipoie  of 
opening  a  road  from  the  frontier  of  CSeorgti,  oa  the 
route  from  Athens  to  New  Orleans^  as  &r  aa  the  thiitj* 
first  degree  of  north  latitude;  which  was  Ukevriie 
effected,  as  provided,  nnder  the  direction  of  the  Pna- 
dent  of  the  United  Sutea. 

Although  the  oonntiy  through  which  these  roadi  is- 
^eetively  paaa  ia,  naturally,  aa  oonveaient  lor  thipv<- 
pooea  of  tranaportation  and  intereonzee  as  aay  fdier 
parte  of  the  United  Stotoi^  yet,  eoaaidering  »  gnat 
extent,  it  ia  not  presumed  that  the  appcopriatiDmhKe* 


141 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1142 


rSBRDART,  181&. 


Public  Bmidifigt. 


H.  OF  R. 


ofore  made  oooJd  havo  bean  eomiderad  as  adeqoato  to 
iny  other  olgeet  than  that  of  merely  opeoing  the  roads. 
The  oeceauurj  bridges  over  the  streami,  and  the  neces- 
ary  caoaeways  through  the  swamps  on  these  ezteDsive 
ootet»  wooki  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  require 
f  themseWes  larger  sums  than  those  mentioned  above. 

Your  committee  deem  it  wholly  unnecessary  to  offer 
ny  general  remarks  to  show  the  great  national  advan- 
iges  of  an  easy  and  certain  intercourie  between  dis- 
uit  parts  of  the  United  States.  The  iense  of  Congress 
n  this  subject  is  already  well  ascertained,  from  the 
irge  and  liberal  appropriations  bestowed  on  the  great 
Vestem  road  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Ohio  river. 
ITithout  entering  into  comparisons  as  to  which  parts 
f  the  Union  most  require  the  provident  attention 
f  GoTomment,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  it  appears 
»  your  committee  that  the  improvement  of  the  roads 
1  question,  under  the  direction  and  at  the  expense  of 
he  National  Government,  is  at  all  times  recommended 
ly  a  consideration  of  the  importance  of  the  country  to 
rhich  they  lead,  as  well  as  the  want  of  both  authoritv 
Ail  means  to  make  it  in  the  territory  through  which 
hey  pass.  At  this  time  the  subject  is  rendered  unu- 
ually  interesting,  from  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  to  leise 
tpon  the  emporium  of  an  immense  country,  as  well  as 
tther  positions  in  the  same  quarter  of  less,  though 
:reat,  importance  to  the  United  States.  So  long  as 
he  war  continues,  New  Orleans  and  other  adjacent 
larts  will  be  liable  to  invasion,  and  will  of  course  require 
to  inconsiderable  force  for  their  defence.  D  uring  such  a 
tate  of  things,  it  is  highly  desirable— indeed  neoessaiy 
-that  good  roads  should  fitcilitate  the  transmission  of 
ntelligence,  as  well  ss  the  march  of  troops  and  the 
ransportation  of  supplies,  when  a  passage  by  water 
Qirr  be  too  hardy  or  wholly  impracticable. 

The  improvements  of  theee  roads  being  deemed  ez- 
tedient  by  your  committee,  the  next  inquiry  is,  in  what 
ray  can  this  end  be  best  obtained  1  How  fu  it  might 
»e  proper  to  e£bct  this  purpose  by  the  incorporation  of 
I  turnpike  company,  your  committee  are  not  prepared 
o  say.  Several  objections  have  presented  themselves 
n  considering  such  a  plan ;  but  whether,  under  other 
tircumstances,  it  would  be  advisable  or  not,  its  slow 
ixecution  would  necessarily  defer  the  advantages  which, 
n  the  present  state  of  affairs,  it  is  desirable  promptly 
o  enjoy.  As  the  immediate  interest  of  the  public  is 
he  particular  consideration  which  induces  your  com- 
nittee  to  recommend  the  improvement  of  theee  roads, 
ind  as  they  believe  that  it  cannot  be  so  well  promoted 
n  any  other  way  as  by  a  special  appropriation,  they 
lave  prepared  a  bill  £»  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
■oad  from  Nashville  to  Natchez,  which  they  ask  leave 
o  report. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  making  an  appropri- 
ttion  for  rebuildioK  or  repairing  the  public  baild- 
Dgs  in  the  City  of  Washington  was  read  a  third 
Ime. 

Mr.  PiOEBSiifo  spoke  against  the  bill,  on  the 
general  ground  of  opposition  to  the  permanency 
>f  the  seat  of  Qovernment. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Webster,  that  the 
laid  bill  be  recommitted  to  a  select  committee, 
vilh  instractions  so  to  alter  the  bill  as  to  appro- 
)riate  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  the  preservation 
)f  the  public  buildings  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
on.  and  to  the  improvement  and  reoairs  of  the 
raiiding  in  which  uoDgress  now  sit,  for  its  better 


accommodation  therein— said  sum  to  be  paid  oat 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated — ^and  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  the 
appropriation  of  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thoa- 
sand  dollars. 

This  motion  was  advocated  by  the  mover,  and 
by  Messrs.  Grostenor,  Gaston,  Wriqbt,  and 
Alston  ;  and  opposed  bv  Messrs.  Lewis,  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  and  McKim. 
The  debate  was  long  and  warmly  contested  by 
the  affirmative  side  of  the  House. 

The  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  67,  nays  79,  as 
follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Alston,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bigdow,  Bovd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Brown,  Butler, 
Cannon,  Cilley,  Condict,  Cooper,  Cox,  Davenport, 
Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylyania,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Gsston,  Geddes,  Golds- 
borough,  Grosvenor,  Henderson,  Humphreys,  Hulbert, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Jaduon  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New 
York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Markell, 
Moseley,  Murfree,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin*  Potter, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  PennrjrWania,  Rug- 
gles,  Schureman,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Taggart,  Tarlor, 
Thompson,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward 
of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  WUsoa 
of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter, 
and  Wright 

Nats — Mesors.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Avery,  Bar- 
bour, Bard,  Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Breckenridge,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Clendenin,  Con- 
ard,  Cravrford,  Crsif^ton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuth- 
bert,  Earle,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of 
New  Yoik,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Ooodwyn, 
Griffin,  HaU,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Hungeribrd,  Ingersoll,  Jackson  of 
Viiginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Ma- 
ryland, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  North  Car- 
olina, Lefferts,  Levris,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Oimsby,  Peaiaon,  Pickens, 
Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Shipherd,  Smilh 
of  Penn^lvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stuart,  Sturges, 
Telfair,  Troup,  White,  Williams,  Wood,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, with  instructions  to  prepare  and  report 
to  this  House  amendments  for  concentrating  t&e 
public  buildings,  to  be  erected  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  (or  the  accommodation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  m  the  negative — yeas  65,  nays  78,  as 
follows : 

YsAS— Messrs.  Alston,  Bavlies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Butler,  Cannon, 
CiUey,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Duvall, 
Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Oeddss,  Goldsborough, 
Grosvenor,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  logham,  Kent 
of  New  York,  Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lovett,  Markell,  Montgomeiv,  Moseley,  Pickering, 
Piper,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Bwd,  Rm  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Rich,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sharp,  Sherwood, 
Shipherd,  SUymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanftrd, 
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Stockton,  Strong,  Taggurt,  Taylor,  Thompaon,  Vo«, 
Ward  of  MaaaachusctU,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Web- 
ster, Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilwn  of  MaaiadiiiMitta, 
Wilion  of  PenntyWania,  and  Wright 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Andenon,  Atwy,  B«»- 
bonr,  Bard,  Baroett,  Bayly  of  Virginsa,  Bines,  Bowen, 
Breekenridge,  Brown,  Burwell,  Calhoun,  Champieo, 
Crawford,  Creigbton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Earle,  Evans, 
Pindiey,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  Fork,  For- 
eyth,  Franklin,  Ghcdson,  Goodwyn,  Oourdin,  Griffin, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hub- 
bard, Humphreys,  Hungerfordt  Ingersoll,  Irwin,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilboum,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefbrts, 
Lewis,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCot»  McKim,  McLean,  Moore, 
Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  PlesMnts, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Shefley,  Smith  of  Pennr^Irania,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Stuart,  Sturges,  TeMair,  Troup,  Udree,  White,  Wil- 
liams, Wood,  and  Yancey. 

After  much  zealous  debate,  the  question  was 
then  taken,  Shall  the  bill  pass  ?  and  passed  in  the 
affirmatiTe — yeas  78,  nays  d3,  as  follows : 

Y«As-  Messrs,  Ateaader,  Aadersoa,  Archer,  Avery, 
Barbour,  Bard,  Bamelt,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bines, 
Bo«ren,  Breekenridge,  Burwell,  Calhaun,  Champion, 
Clendenin,  Crawford,  Crsighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Dwrall,  Sarie,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermoitt,  Fisk 
of  New  York,  Forsy^  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Gttttrdin,  HaU,  Harris,  Hasbcouck,  Hawes,  Hawkms, 
Hopkins,  Hubbard,  Hungerind,  Ingersall,  Jaduon  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kershaw,  KBbouni,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Leftrts,  Lewis,  Lowndes,  Lyle^  Mioeti,  MoUoy, 
McKim,  MoKee,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormaby, 
Peosoft,  Piekens,  Pleasants,  Rhto  ^  Tdnnessee,  Raah, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Seriar,  Saybert,  Sharp,  Blup- 
herd,  Smith  of  Penai^lvaliia,  Soiitli  of  Viigiiiia,StQait, 
Staorfes^  TsMur,  IVonp,  Wfake,  Waod»  and  Yaaesj. 

NaiN-^Mmn.  Alston,  Bayliee  of  MaMadmsatls, 
fiigelow,  Bi^  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Brown,  Butler, 
Gannon,  Cilley,  Cox,  Crouch,  DaTcoport,  Bans  of 
Mass.,  Desha,  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Gaatan,  Goldsbo- 
rottgh,  Gtuevenoi^  Henderson,  Humpkieya,  Hnlbeit, 
Ini^m,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Rhode  IsliJid,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Mar^ 
kell,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Piper,  Potter,  John 
Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Ruggles, 
Schureman,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford, 
Strong,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Udree,  Vose, 
Wsrd  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Web- 
ster, Wheaton,  Wilcox,  WUtiams,  Wilson  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Wright 


Fbiday,  February  10. 

Mr.  Sppss,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for 
tke  year  1815 ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  Eppta,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re^ 
ported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the  year 
1^15;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committra  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yanobt,  from  the  Committee  of  Clatms, 


reported  a  bill  for  the  refief  of  Cteiles  TcH 
which  was  read  twice,  and  commicted  to  a  Ce» 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yancbt.  from  the  same  eominittee.  report 
ed  a  bill  to  aathori2e  the  payment  for  horfcs  la^ 
in  the  public  service  in  the  Northwesfera  army, 
or  in  the  campaigns  under  Grenermis  Jmcksoa  and 
Floyd,  in  the  present  war ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Wood,  from  the  committee  to  vbom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Joho  McMaaicr,  nported 
a  biJl  for  the  relief  of  Joha  McMaaier  •,  ubich 
was  read  twice,  aad  committed  to  m  Comniuee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FiaK,  of  New  Yori^  tbe 
House  proceeded  to  coBstdctr  tbe  feaolotioa  9^ 
mitted  by  him  yesterday,  to  amend  the  staadia; 
mlee  and  ortlers  of  the  Hooae,  aod  tiw  same  be- 
ivz  again  read  and  amended  warn  agreed  te.c 
follows,  to  wit: 

Remited,  That  the  roles  of  this  House  be  a 
amended,  that  officers  who,  by  name,  bare  receir- 
ed,  or  shall  hereafter  receire,  the  thanks  of  Cos- 
gress  for  their  gallantry  and  good  condacc  ds- 
played  in  the  service  of  their  couatrj,  ^tll  be 
admitted  to  seats  within  the  hall  of  thu  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Sesate  to 
the  hill  ''for  the  relief  of  Beojamin  WelUand 
others,"  were  read,  aad  coacorred  in  bf  tke 
House. 

The  bill  from  the  Seaate,  "  to  allow  a  dime- 
back  of  dattea  on  sptrila  distilled,  aad  eertsii 
goods,  wares,  and  meiebaadiae^  aaaaflfaetafed 
within  the  United  States,  eo  tke  ezporttu'oo 
thereof  to  asy  foreiga  awt  af  plaee,"  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  tlie  ComoMnce  of  Y9tp 
and  Means. 

An  eirsrosaed  bill  in  addittoo  to  ihe  act  icf 
aUtioj^  the  Post  Office  Bstabiisbmeor  was  reai 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Hoose  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JACKaoH  of 
Virginia,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  makitig  prorision  for  clothing 
tbe  militia,  called  into  the  service  of  iheUnUed 
Slates;  aad,  after  some  debate  ihereoo,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leare 
to  sit  again. 

MONBY  LOST  BY  A  PAYMASTML 

Mr.  Yancet,  from  the  Comminee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Palmer  Cox, 
which  was  read,  and  refarcd  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

Thai  Ihe  petitioner  is  a  Daymsaler  to  a  legiacBtflf 
New  York  militia  commanded  by  Coloiiel  Anthoay  D* 
Lameter,  and  which,  in  the  month  of  Aagait  Ivt,  wss 
stationed  at  Harlem  Heights,  in  the  ci^  of  New  Tock; 
that  he  had  received  of  the  United  Stmtea  seveni  thoi- 
sand  dollars,  to  pay  off  the  militia,  which  he  had  depos- 
ted  in  a  small  trunk  about  eighteen  inches  in  leagt^* 
and  which  he  usually  kept  locked  up  in  a  closet  m  ^ 
bed-chamber,  until,  by  indisposition,  he  was  eonSael 
to  his  bed,  when  he  had  the  same  broQ|;l<  *Bd 
placed  on  the  floor  of  the  room,  near  the  a'^  ^ 
his  bed ;  tiiat,  on  the  evening  of  the  31flt  of  October 
last,  the  petitioner,  aad  some  other  oflloan  ate  IM 
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in  th«  room  with  him^  went  to  a  ndgbboring  Imnim  to 
take  tea,  Jeaving  Uie  trank  in  the  room ;  and,  when 
Lhej  retomed,  it  wae  gone. 

It  eppean  firom  the  depodtions  of  Maria  and  Sophia 
Swnieback,  whieh  weie  refened  to  the  oommittee, 
haf^  on  the  34th  of  Deeember  last  thciy  saw  the  trunk 
ying  in  the  baahee«  lome  dietanee  from  their  lather's 
loose  on  Harlem  Heights ;  and  that,  as  soon  aa  they 
isw  it,  they  knew  it  at  a  distance  to  be  the  trank  of 
hejpetitioner. 

Tliey  gave  information  to  their  father,  who  carried 
be  trunk  to  his  house,  and  sent  for  a  Mr.  Henry  Post 
0  come  and  open  it,  and  view  its  contents.  He  opened 
he  trunk,  and  found  it  contained  $137  37},  and  many 
tapers  belonging  to  the  petitioner. 

The  petitioner  states  that  he  had  in  tike  trunk,  at 
he  time  it  was  stolen,  $S,687.  One  deponent  swears 
hat  he  verily  belieree  that  sum  was  in  the  trunk  when 
t  was  taken ;  and  another  states  that,  on  the  evening 
ho  trunk  wes  stolen,  he  saw  the  petitioner  eount  the 
Boney,  and,  from  the  appearance  of  the  bundlea  of  the 
■Ue,hebelieTestiwrewtathatamoiwt.  The  petitioner 
eke  relief  of  CoBgraai. 

The  committee  are  ol  opinion  that  to  the  prayer  of 
he  petitioner  then  are  several  objections : 

1.  That  the  loss  of  the  money,  and  the  amount 
dercol^  are  not  deariy  and  sads&ctorily  shown. 

2.  That  the  k>ss,  if  it  actually  did  take  place,  was 
mder  such  drcnmstances  as  would  constitute  negli- 
;ence  on  the  part  of  the  petitioner. 

3.  That  if  the  money  actually  was  stolen  from  the 
petitioner,  witf&oot  a&y  negMgence  on  hia  part,  the 
Jnited  States  would  not  be  liable  for  it.  It  is  believed 
liey  should  not  be  considered  the  insurers  of  money  in 
sses  of  this  description ;  the  same  principle  has  often 
een  established  at  the  present  and  last  session  of  Con- 
ress.  They  therefore  recommend  to  the  Honae  the 
allowing  reeolution : 

Resolvedf  That  tiie  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
lOt  to  be  aBowed. 

TEBiUBUftY  NOTES. 

The  HoD&e,  oo  motioa  of  Mr.  Bppes,  resolved 
tself  into  a  Commrttee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Brkck- 
:nridob  in  the  Chair,  on  the  bill  to  authx>iize  the 
ssuing  of  Treasury  notes,  for  1815. 

The  bill  waa,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ErPfiS,  ao 
imeoded  aa  to  provide  for  iaauing  Treasury  oote^ 
0  ao  amooAt  not  cxee«diag  iwealy-five  noiUioiia 
»f  doUura ;  auoh  of  th^  Ii4»les4i3  are  of  leaa  amouat 
ban  oae  hundred  doHara^  io  be  craaaferrable  by 
kliTery^(wiihoQi  eadDcaeaaeaiy)  aod  all  noAea«f 
me  hundred  dalkn  or  upward*,  to  bear  an  inter* 
at  of  Ave  and  taro^ftha  per  oenl. ;  the  notea  of 
he  firat  deaeripiiao,  in  amonau  of  one  hondied 
lollars  and  upwarda,  to  be  payable  or  redeemable 
n  pyblie  atoek  to  bear  an  latereat  •f  eight  per 
eot. ;  those  of  the  latter  description  to  be  paya- 
ble or  redeemable  in  public  atoclt  to  bear  an  mter- 
!st  of  seren  per  cent. 

The  bill,  as  first  reported,  proposed  an  issue  of 
Ifteen  millions  of  notes,  redeemable  io  fire  an- 
mal  instalments  of  three  millioos  each,  as  pro- 
K)sed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  which 
be  land  tax  was  pledged.  Connected  with  this 
>laQ,  was  the  intention  to  propose  a  loan  *of  iwen- 
y-five  mi  Uiooa  of  dollars.  The  amendmenu  last 
eported  by  the  financial  committee,  are  conoectF 


ad  with  a  propooad  loan  of  fifteen  milliona,  thiia 
reveraing  the  proportion  of  loan  and  Treaaory 
notea  firat  propoaed. 

It  was  stated  by  Mr.  Eppbs,  that  the  committee 
had,  on  further  consideration,  deemed  a  loan  to 
ao  large  an  amount  aa  of  queatiooable  practica- 
bility, and  had  therefore  determined  to  iocrenae 
the  issue  of  Treasury  notea,  and  proportionably  re- 
duce the  loan,  and  therefore  propoaed  the  amend- 
menta  which  were  now  made  to  the  bill. 

The  amendmenta  haying  been  reported  to  the 
Houae,  were  agreed  to  without  debate  or  oppo- 
aition ;  and  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  engroaaed 
for  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

8UICBAY  MAILS. 

The  House  reaolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  that  it  is  inexpe* 
dierU  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  present  re^fu- 
lations  respecting  the  transportation  and  opening 
the  mails  on  the  Sabbath. 

Mr.  FABitow  moved  to  amend  the  report  so  as 
to  declare  it  expedienty  instead  of  inexpediency  tp 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitiooers.  This  motion 
waa  negatived  without  debate,  and  the  Commit- 
tee rose  nnd  repotted  the  resolution  unamended 
to  the  Houae. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Maasaehttsetts,  aaoved  to  lay  the 
report  on  the  table;  which  motion,  after  debate, 
waa  negatived. 

Mr.  Kino  then  moved  to  %iA  (o  the  end  of  the 
reaoiotien  the  worda,  **  during  the  present  war.'' 
so  aa  to  coofioe  the  resolve  to  the  inezpedieooy 
of  acting  oo  the  aubject  during  the  present  war. 

Thia  motion  was  superseded  by  a  motion  of  Mr. 
Jackson,  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  the  resolution  indefinitely,  with  a  view  to  end 
the  discussion  of  this  subject  for  the  present. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Rbka  of 
Tennessee^  Mr.  McKim,  and  others,  and  subse- 
quently withdrawn  bv  the  mover. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Kiim's  notion  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative.  For  the  motion  fii3|  against 
it  60,  as  folio wa: 


Bayiiea  of  MTyaf^naotts,  Bigdow, 
Boyd,  Bradbaiy,  BrodBenndgei  Biigbam,  Bwtl^Cliaai* 
pton,  CiUfy.  Condiot,  Cox,  Calpeper,  Davenport,  Davia 
of  Pcnnaylvania,  Davall,  Ely,  Farrow,  Findlev,  Fiak 
of  Vermont,  Foiayth,  Hale,  HenderMn,  Hopkina  of 
KaDtttdrr,  Holbert,  Jackson  of  YirginttL  Kent  of  New 
York,  King  of  Maaaachuaetti,  Law,  Lewia,  Lovett, 
Lyle,  Markell,  Montgomery,  Moaeley,  Nelaon,  Rog- 
glea,  Schureman,  Sherwood,  Shipberd,  Slaymaker, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennaylvania,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturgea,  Thompaon,  Nout^  Ward  of 
IfaoMchuaetta,  Wheaton,  White,  and  Wood. 

NAva — ^Meaan.  Alexander,  Alston,  Avery,  Barbonr, 
Barnett,  Bines,  Brown,  Cannon,  Coraatock,  Conard, 
Crawlbrd,  CreightMi,  Crouch,  Cathbert,  Deaha,  Fiak 
of  New  York.  Forney,  Oholaon,  Glasgow,  Oonrdin, 
Griffin,  Hall,  Hawea,  Hnbbard,  Hamphreya,  Hunger- 
ford,  Ingham,  Jaekaon  of  Rhode  Island,  Johnaon  of 
Kentacky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kerahaw,  Kilboum,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Leflinla,  Maeon,  McCoy,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moore,  Moriree,  Newton,  Ormaby,  Pickena, 
Pleaaaata,  Potter,  Rea  of  Penn^lvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
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nwMe,  Rich,  Ringgold,  RoiiM,  8«g«,  Scifi^,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  y  irginia,  TtimehiU,  Taylor,  Udroe,  WilliaiM, 
and  Winter. 

Mr.  Stanford  then  moved  to  amend  the  reao- 
lation  by  adding  thereto  the  following:  "so  far 
'  aa  respects  the  progress  of  the  mail  and  the  issu- 
'  ing  otletiers on  the  Sabbath ;  bat  that  the  issuing 

*  ofnewsptpers  under  the  proper  restrictions  may 

*  be  prohibited;"  which  motion  was  negatired. 

Tne  question  on  concurring  in  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  committee,  was  then  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays.  For  the  report  81,  against  it  41, 
as  follows: 

Teas— Messrs.  Alston,  Aveir,  Barbour,  Bamett, 
Bines,  Bfbwn,  Cannon,  Cilley,  Ulendenin,  Comstock, 
Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cionch,  Desha,  Dnvall, 
Eppes,  Findley,  YiA  of  Vermont,  Fiik  of  New  YoA, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Ooodwrn,  Gourdin,  Griffin, 
HaU,  Harris,  Hasbronck,  Hawes,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Hubbsrd,  Humphreys,  Hnngeiibrd,  Ingham,  Jackson 
of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  M airland,  Kerr,  Ker- 
ahawy  lulbonm.  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefisrts, 
Lyle,  Mscon,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Murlree,  Nelson.  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Potter,  Rea  of  PennsylTania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Ridi,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sener, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Smith  of  New  Todt,  Smith 
of  Tennessee,  Smith  of  Virginia,  TannehUI,  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams, 
and  Yancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Msssachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Butler,  Champion,  Condict, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  DuTenport,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Ely,  Farrow,  Geddes, 
Hals,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  King  of  Massachusetts^ 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Moeeley,  John  Reed, 
Buggies,  Schureman,  Shipherd,  Slay  maker,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Stuiges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Voee,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Whsrton,  and  Wilcox. 

So  it  was  resoWed  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 


SATURoar,  Febroarr  11. 

Mr.  Yancbt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Eastern  Branch 
Bridge  Company;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Uommittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Bppeb,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  two  resolutions  of 
the  House,  instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  changing  certain  collection  dis- 
tricts, and  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania, made  a  report;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  John  Rbbd,  from  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts, to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  to 
compel  the  CJerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  to  give 
security  for  the  faithful  application  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  contingent  rund  of  the  said  House, 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment;  which 
was  read,  and  concurred  in;  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  fiasTONjfrom  the  committee  appointed  on 


the  7th  inaunt.  reported  a  bill  eoBcemii^f  the 
lead  mines  in  the  county  of  Wmshioglpn,  in  the 
Territory  of  Missouri;  which  ims  twice  reaiL 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whde. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Calhoun  be  appcMnted  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relation^  /n  the 
place  of  Mr.  CiJkRK,  who  is  absent  oa  ieire. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WniOBT,  the  Commicree  on 
Military  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any  regulations  in  the  Army  are  necessary 
to  their  better  accommodation  and  comfoct. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
Jackson's  bill  providing  for  clothing  the  ralUtia 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
amended,  and  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  t 
third  reading. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the  year  1815, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commitiee  of  the  Whok 
be  diseharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  biii 
from  the  Senate  '^giving  further  time  to  coraolete 
the  surveys  and  obtain  the  pateau  for  Inads  Joea- 
ted  under  Virginia  resolution  warrants.'* 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hove 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^  to  incorpor- 
ate the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  America,"  in  which  thej  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

INDEMNITY  TO  COLLECTOH& 

Mr.  Eppss,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitioa  of 
Jeremiah  Hill,  made  the  following  report : 

That  the  said  Hill  was  indebted  to  tbe  Tailed 
SUtes  when  he  left  the  office  of  collector  at  BiddeCocd 
He  had  officially  obtained  a  judgment  against  oeitaiz 
persons,  for  breaches  of  the  act  of  Congress  laying  i& 
embargo,  and  claimed  one  moiety  of  the  amoont  si 
collector.  Before  any  money  had  been  reeei  red  oa 
the  judgmenty  he  insisted  on  a  right  of  anf  nig  mnd  re- 
fused to  pay  die  balance  due  fiooi  hiss  into  the  Tress- 
uiy.  The  Comptroller  directed  s  suit  to  be  instituted 
against  him.  It  appears  that  tbe  marshal  had  previ- 
ously levied  a  part  of  the  tmoant  of  the  jadgment 
claimed  as  an  off-eet  by  Hill;  and  that,  pending  the 
suit  against  him,  lands  were  sold  by  the  msiabs/  to 
satisfy  the  residue.  When  the  whole  amount  was  re- 
ceived at  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Hill  was  aUowed  credit 
for  his  portion  of  the  judgment,  and  the  Complroller 
direetod  a  discontinuance  of  the  suit  against  lum,  oa 
the  payment  of  coots.    The  petitioner  claims — 

1.  The  costs  incurred  in  prosecuting  the  amt  against 
the  persons  who  committed  the  breach  of  the  emhsrfo 
law. 

8.  Reimbursement  in  the  costs  of  the  suit  against 
himselfl 

3.  Compensation  for  his  trouble  and  expenses  in 
attending  to  the  two  suits. 

The  defendants  in  the  suit  brought  for  the  bccach  of 
the  embargo  law  were  liable  for  the  legal  costs  of  tbt 
suit ;  the  petitioner  was  liable  for  the  costs  of  t^« 
suit  brought  against  himself,  the  United  Stats  aot 
being  bound  to  wait  for  the  receipt  of  the  aaosat  of 
the  judggient  which  he  had  obtained 'against  odiers, 
before  they  instituted  suit  against  him  for  moatf  te- 
ceived  as  collector ;  and  it  appears  to  the  c— atittf 
that  the  perwaal  serriee  of  the  petitioaen  was  uaplj 
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emuneratod  by  his  moiety  of  the  penalty  incurred. 
The  following  resolution  ie  therefore  submitted : 

Besoived,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not 
0  be  granted. 

PUBLIC  ROADS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "in  addition  to  the 
et  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
'om  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to 
le  State  of  Ohio,"  passed  through  a  Committee 
f  the  Whole,  where  it  was  amended  by  striking 
ut  "one  hundred  thousand  dollars"  (the  addi- 
onal  sum  appropriated)  and  inserting  *' twenty 
sou  sand." 

The  question,  on  concurring  in  this  amendment, 
ras  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  stood— for 
be  amendment  62,  against  it  70,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Maasaehnaetts, 
(Igelow,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown, 
I u  tier,  Cannon,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Crawford,  Crouch, 
/uipeper,  Davenport,  bsvis  of  Maasachusetta,  Davis 
f  PennsTlvania,  Ely,  Farrow,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gas- 
an,  Geddes,  Goldsborough,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  Jack* 
on  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Cerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lefierts,  Lovett, 
(farkell,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin 
'otter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Buggies,  Schure- 
lan,  Sherwood,  Shij^erd,  Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stock- 
jn.  Strong,  Btnart,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thompaon,  Vose, 
VtLTd  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  .Wilcozy  Wilson 
f  Massachusetts,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
larbonr,  Bard,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Bowen,  Cdhoun, 
Uendenin,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Cox,  Creigh- 
)n,  Cuthbert,  Desha,  Duvall,  Bppes,  Findley,  Fisk 
f  New  York,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin, 
vroavenor,  Hanson,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Haw- 
ins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Hungerford, 
ackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of 
if  aryland,  Kershaw,  Kilbonm,  Lewis,  Lowndes,  Lyie, 
icCoy,  McKee^  McKim,%IcLean,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Aurfree,  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Pleas- 
ints,  Rea  of  Penniylvanis,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
linggold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Beybert,  Smith  of  Vb- 
;inia,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  White,  Wilson  of  Penn- 
lylvania.  Winter,  and  Wright. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected;  and  the  bill 
vas  ordered  to  a  third  reading;  and  was  then 
'ead  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


MoNOAT,  February  13. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '*  making 
ippropriations  for  the  support  of  Government,  for 
the  year  1815,''  with  amendments;  in  which  they 
isk  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Inoerboll,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
:o  whom  was  referred  the  inquiry  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  salary  of  the  District 
Judge  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  re- 
port unfayorable  to. an  increase  in  this  case,  sepa- 
rate from  the  general  class  of  such  salaries;  which 
teas  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  announcing  the 
passage  of  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  of  America,  was 


brought  up,  and  the  bill  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

Mr.  Gaston  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  a  yjew  to 
the  amendment  of  its  details,  which  he  pro- 
nounced 10  be  incorrect  and  in  many  respects  im- 
practicable. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Forsttb, 
and  Mr.  Fisk  of  New  York,  who  arsued  in  favor 
of  the  correctness  of  the  details  of  the  bill,  and 
denied  that  anv  other  object  but  delay  would  be 
answered  by  the  proposed  reference. 

The  motion  was  negatired,  yeas  59,  nays  70. 

Mr.  Sharp  them  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a 
select  committee,  with  the  following  instruc- 
tions: 

1.  To  strike  out  all  that  psit  of  the  bill  that  allows 
fiHeen  millions  of  doUais  of  die  capital  of  said  Bank  to 
be  paid  in  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States 
heretofore  created  and  now  in  the  hands  of  stockhold- 
ers; and  then  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  allow  the  Got* 
ermnent  to  take  the  said  fifteen  millions  on  their  a^ 
count. 

3.  That  all  the  Govemment  subscriptions  ahall  be 
paid  at  five  per  cent  interest. 

3.  That  the  Gorennment  shall  have  a  number  of 
Directors  in  the  said  Bank  equal  to  the  proportion  it 
may  have  of  the  capital  of  the  Bank ;  who  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

4.  That  so  long  as  the  Bank  shall  not  be  required 
to  pay  specie  for  its  notes  or  bills,  or  after  having  com- 
menced paying  of  specie,  shall  firom  any  cause  stop  the 
payment  of  the  same,  the  GoYemment  shall  not  be  re- 
quired to  pay  to  the  Bank  a  higher  rate  of  interest  on 
any  loans  to  Government,  either  as  permanent  loans  or 
in  anticipation  of  taxes,  tiian  four  per  cent. 

6.  That  the  Bank  shall  not  be  allowed  to  sell  or 
transfer  any  part  of  the  GoTemment  stock  that  it  may 
acquire  by  permanent  loans  to  €k>Ternment,  until  the 
end  of  one  year  after  the  war. 

In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  S.  made  a  speech 
of  nearly  an  hour  in  length. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  replied  to  the  principal  points  of 
this  speech  at  considerable  length. 

Mr.  Sharp  explained. 

Mr.  Oakley  expressed  himself,  to  a  speech  of 
some  length,  as  favorable  to  some  of  the  objects 
of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sharp,  and  as  preferring 
them  generally  to  the  present  provisions  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  CALBOUif.  in  a  pithy  speech  of  moderate 
length,  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  commitment, 
though  friendly  only  to  two  of  the  proposed  in- 
structions, viz:  the  reduction  of  the  interest  on 
loans  to  the  Government,  and  striking  out  the 
old  stock.  He  assigned  the  reasons  also  why  the 
plan  of  a  bank  now  before  the  House  did  not 
meet  bis  approbation. 

Messrs.  Hawkins,  Wright,  Rbba,  and  For- 
syte, further  opposed  the  commitment,  and 
Messrs.  Oaklby,  Bowbn,  and  Qaston,  advoca- 
ted it. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Sharp's  motion  having 
been  divided,  the  question  on  reference  to  a  select 
eommiftee  was  taken  separately  from  the  ia- 
structions  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  eommit- 
tee;  and— 
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On  cIm  question  of  commitnient,  ibe  yote  stood, 
bf  yeas  and  nays,  for  commitnient  75,  against  it 
80,  as  follows : 

Yais— Messrs.  Bard,  Baylies  of  Massachnsetts^  Bay- 
ly of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradbary, 
Bnckenridgs,  Brigbam,  Butler,  Cslboun,  Cbaminon, 
Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Cnlpeper,  Cutbbert, 
Danrenport,  I)avis  of  Massscbosetts,  Duvall,  Ely,  Far- 
row, Gaston,  Geddes,  Goldsboroagb,  Giosvenor,  Hale, 
Hanson,  Hssbrouck,  HenderMOt  Hulbert,  Jackson  of 
Bbode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Mass^  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  I«owndes,  Msrkell,  McKee,  Montgom- 
ery, Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pot- 
ter, John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Scbureman, 
Beybert,  Sharp,  Sbefiey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slsyma- 
ker.  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Voee,  Ward  of  Msssa- 
ehnsetts,  Ward  of  New  Jeney,  Websler,  Wbeaton, 
White,  WUeox,  Wilnn  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave- 

3f,  Barbour,  Bines,  Brownf  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Clen- 
enin,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Esile,  Eppes,  FinAey, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hams,  Hawee, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys, 
Hungerford,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Vir- 
ginia, Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Msiy- 
land,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  J^lbpum,  King  of  North  Caro« 
Una,  Lefferts,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean, 
Moore^  Mnrfree,  Nelsoui  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleseants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfoir, 
Troup,  Udree,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  Wright 

Mr.  Qa9TON  then  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a 
Coromiitee  of  the  Whole;  which  n^otion  was 
decided  as  follows :  For  the  motion  70^  ilg^inst 
it  84. 

Mr.  Sharp  then  mored  to  agaend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  so  much  as  allows  the  snbsoripxion 
of  stocK  heretofore  created. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  DovjiLL, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  VvRiQQTaod.H.UMFPMYs; 
and  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays.  Pgrlbe  nio> 
tion  72,  against  it  82,  as  follows : 

YaAs^Massn.  Bard,  Baroett,  Bi^Ues  of  Massach^ 
setts,  Bayly,  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Btsd* 
biuy«  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Butfer,  Calhoun,  Qham- 
pion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Culpeper,  Cuth* 
bert,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Duvall,  Ely, 
Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson, 
Hasbronck,  Henderson,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachuset^, 
Law,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  McKee,  Moseley,  Oi^- 
ley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Scbureman,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Shelley,  Sberweod,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Stanlnd,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Thomp> 
SOD,  Voee,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jei^ 
sey,  Webster,  Wbeaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wih»n  of 
Msasachusetts,  Winter,  and  Yanoey. 

Ni.ss — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andenon,  Aveiy, 
Barbour,  Bines,  Brown,  Caldwell,  Cannon,  Clendenin, 
Comatock,  Condict,  Conard,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Davia 
of  Pennsylvania,Desha,  Eppes,  Findley,  FiskofVt,Fisk 


of  New  York,  Forney,  FoiBTth«  Fwwklia,  Ghobon, 
Goldsborough,  Goodwyn,  Oourdia.  Griffin,  Hall,  Har- 
ris, Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Keata<^j»  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingeraoll,   Tngham,  Irwin, 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentackj,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboon,  King  of 
North  Carolma,  Laflerts,  Lewis,  Lyicw  Mmam,  UeCoj, 
McKim,  McLean,  Moon,  Mui6ee,  Nelssa,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Ple—ats,  lea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennesase,   Rick,  Bafgold, 
Roane,  Ssge,  Sevisr,  Smith  of  Pennsylvaiua,  ftaith  of 
Virginis,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfi^i,  Udree, 
Williams,  Wilaon  of  Penn^lvania,  Wood,  and  Wn^u 

Mr.  Sharp  farther  moved  to  amend  the  said 
bill  bj  striking  out  of  the  44h  line  of  the  I2tb 
role  for  the  regulation  of  that  inautation,  the 
word  ^  six,"  and  inserting  in  lien  thereof  the  word 
*^  four,''  being  the  laazioiuiii  rate  per  eeotum  yet 
annum,  at  whieh  the  said  institulioa  may  ebarge 
the  Government  upon  loans. 

And  the  question  being  taken  tkepcon,  it  was 
also  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  74.  sap 
77,  as  follows : 

Teas — Meesis.  Bsrd,  Bsrnett,  Baj^iea  of  Massschs- 
setts,  Baylv  of  Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bnd- 
bury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Butler,  Calhouo,  Citssi- 
pion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawlbrd«  Culpeper,  Jhven- 
port,  Davii  of  rennsylvsnia,  Biy,  Faxrow,  Gsston, 
Ueddes,  Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hsnsaa« 
Henderson,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kenne- 
dy, Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  MaasachoaeCts,  Law, 
Lewii,  Lovett,  Macon,  Msxkell,  McKee,  Mosdej, 
Nelson,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rnggles,  Schureman,  Sey- 
bert, Sharp,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Slaymsker, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Stur- 
ges, Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
setts, Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheatoo,  White, 
WilooiC,  Wiis<vi  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Ysa- 
cey.  • 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andeeson,  A  very , 
Barbour,  Bines,  Brpwn,  Caldwell,  CsJbooa,  Cleudenin, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Creighton,  Cnlhbert,  Pa- 
vis  of  Pennsylvania,  Eppes,  Fiollsy,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Fom^  Foisylb,  Frs^kSn,  Gholson, 
Gourdin,  Grifl^  Harris,  HasbnMick,  Hawea,  HawXins, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hnn- 
gerford,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Iring,  Jackson  of  Tirgnus, 
Johnson  ef  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Msryland,  Keir,  Kei^ 
shew,  Kilboum,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefiots, 
Lowndes,  Lyle>  MojCoy,  )Mfm*  Mpl^f^n,  Moore,  Mur^ 
free,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Padker,  Pipkeyy^  Hper,  Pisss> 
ants,  Rea  of  Penninrivania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rirh, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Penniylvf 
nia,  Smith  of  Timnia,  Strong,  Tanneliill,  Tsykv, 
Telfair,  Udree,  WilUams,  WilM>n  of  Pennsyhsais, 
Wood,  and  Wright 


T«7BBDAT,  Febeoary  14. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the 
petition  of  William  Tatham,  reported  n'bilJ  » 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Departoifst 
to  purchase,  for  tiie  use  of  the  United  Sutes,  (^« 
topographical  materials  of  William  Tiiiuuny 
which  was  read  twice,and  committed  to s Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 
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The  Hooae  rMomed  the  coosiderttioo  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  'Uo  iocorporate  the  sabseri- 
bers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  of  Ameri- 
ca :''  Whereupon,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Ad  eogroMed  bill  reqnirinflr  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  to 
give  security  for  the  faithful  application  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  contingent  funds  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  makinip  provision  for  clothing  the  mil- 
itia of  the  United  States  when  called  into  the 
actual  service  of  the  United  Sutes,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed,  br  the  following  vote,  by 
yeas  and  navs:  For  the  bill  145,  against  it  none. 
So  the  biU  was  unanimously  psfssed,  and  sent 
to  the  Semite  for  eoncnrrenee* 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  civil  list 
and  miscellaneous  appropriation  bill,  were  read 
and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Uriah  Coolidge  and 
others,  was  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
;he  Whole  on  the  bill  granting  a  donation  of  three 
lundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  to  Anthonv 
Shane.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
nent,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
Lhi rd  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  **  for  the  re- 
ief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  county  of  New 
Madrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  who  suffered 
>y  earthquakes,"  with  amendments;  in  which 
hey  ask  the  concarienee  of  this  Hoase. 


W£0NB80AY,  February  15. 

Mr.  Wbiqbt,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  make  a  mo- 
ion*  Believing,  he  said,  that  the  war  was  about 
o  receive  a  termination,  he  felt  it  a  duly  to  those 
>rave  patriots  who,  by  their  exertions,  had  placed 
he  character  of  the  country  so  high  that  we 
ihould  never  again  be  disturbed  by  any  foreign 
^ower,  unless  unhappily  intestine  division  should 
ifford  an  opportunity  to  an  enemy,  to  move  the 
oUowing  rooltttioB.  with  a  view  to  redeem  the 
lational  pledge  to  those  who  had  enlisted  under 
he  banners  of  their  country  to  defend  its  soil 
ind  eoforoe  its  rights.    He  therefore  moved— 

*<  That  a  oommitteo  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
ixpedien^  of  laying  off  as  mneh  of  the  public  lands 
IS  shall  be  nsossssty  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  Army 
>f  the  United  Stales,  and  of  iUing  the  location  thereofc^' 

Mr.  W.  said  he  should  not  press  the  considera- 
ion  of  this  motion  to-day,  but  call  for  it  on  some 
a  tare  day. 

Mr.  NfiWTOir,  of  Virginia,  offered  for  eonsid- 
iraiion  the  following  resolution,  which,  he  said, 
irould  speak  for  itself,  and  preclude  the  necessity 
)f  any  elucidatory  remarks: 

IU»abfed,  That  the  Piesident  of  the  United  Stales 
m  reqaested  loeaose  to  be  laid  befiirethie  Heoaasttcfa 
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iBlbrmatioa  as  he  shall  deem  neesssary  to  be  eommu- 
nieatad,  touching  the  stats  of  the  relations  existing 
between  the  United  Butes  and  the  Barbaiy  Powers." 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  nem,  con^  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  lay  it  before  the  Presi- 
dent. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  favorable  to  the  petition  of  Solomon  Fra- 
zer  and  Mary  Bccleston,  was  agreed  to  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill. 

The  bill  for  laying  a  direct  tax  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  was  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  Yancbt,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Spri|rgs} 
wnich  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Cora* 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yancbt,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Savage  and  oth- 
ers; which  was  rend  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Law,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
petition  of  Anthony  B.  Ross,  reported  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  release  of  Anthony  B.  Ross  from 
imprisonment ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  '*for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late 
county  of  New  Aladrid,  in  the  Missouri  Territo- 
ry," was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  engrossed  bill  granting  a 
donation  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  to  Anthony  Shane,  be  committed  to  Messrs. 

PiCKBBING,  McKeB,  BOd  McKtM. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Uriah  Cool- 
idge and  James  Burnham,  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "giv- 
ing farther  time  to  complete  the  surveys  and  ob- 
tain the  patents  for  lands  located  under  Virginia 
resolution  warranu"  be  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
be  discharged  from  the  bill  making  further  pro- 
vision for  filling  the  ranks  of  the  regular  Army 
by  classifvittg  the  free  male  population  of  the 
United  Sfhtes,and  that  the  said  bill  be  postponed 
indefinitely. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurts.  and  others;"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  resolutions  of  the 
following  titles: 

"  Expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major 
General  Jackson,  and  the  troops  under  his  command, 
for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  defonee  of 
New  Orleans;** 

«  Expressive  of  the  high  sense  entertsined  by  Con- 
gress of  the  gallantry  and  good  oondttct  of  Commodore 
D.  T.  Patterson,  and  Mi^or  D.  Carmick,  and  of  the 
offiwrs,  seamen,  and  mennes,  under  their  oommano» 
ia  the  defence  of  New  Orleans;"  and 
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<«  Expnunve  of  the  high  Mnie  «niertaiMd  by  Co»- 
greM  of  the  petriotbm  end  good  oondoct  of  the  people 
of  LonisUna  and  of  New  Orleane,  during  the  lataaii^ 
itary  operations  before  that  city ;"  in  which  several 
resolutions  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  fix  the  com- 
pensations and  increase  the  resnonsibilitv  of  the 
collectors  of  the  direct  tax  ana  internal  duties, 
and  for  other  purposes  connected  with  the  col- 
lection thereoi;  The  bill  was  reported  to  the 
House ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


TuEsoAT,  February  16. 

Th«  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Bowie 
and  Kurtz,  and  others,  late  of  the  ship  Allegheny, 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

The  resolutions  from  the  Senate  ezpressi? e  of 
the  high  sense  of  Congress  of  the  nllantry  and 

8ood  conduct  of  Commodore  D»  T.  Patterson  and 
lajor  Carmick,  and  the  officers  and  men  under 
theur  command  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans, 
were  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
A  resolution  was  reoeifed  from  the  Senate  for 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  inquire 
into  tne  expediency  of  oausinc  the  Chambers,  at 
prasent  occupied  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
or  others  in  the  same  building,  to  be  altered  and 
fitted  up  for  their  better  accommodation. 

DEFENCE  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  resolutions  from  the  Senate  expressire  of 
the  thanks  of  Conj^ress  to  General  Jackson  and 
the  troops  under  b»<:ommand,  for  their  gallantry 
in  defence  of  New  Orleans,  were  twice  read  and 
amended. 

On  the  question  of  ordering  these  and  the  sub- 
seaueot  resolves  to  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  said,  that  he  con^tu- 
lated  the  House  on  the  return  of  peace ;  if  the 
peace  be  honorable,  he  might  be  permitted  to 
congratulate  the  House  on  the  glorious  termina- ' 
tion  of  the  war.  He  might  be  perniitted  to  con- 
gratulate them  on  the  glorious  termination  of  the 
most  glorious  war  ever  waged  by  any  people.  To 
the  glory  of  it  Greneral  Jackson  and  bis  gallant 
army  have  contributed  not  a  little.  "I  cannot, 
sir,  perhaps  language  cannot,  do  justice  to  the  mer- 
its of  Gkneral  Jacuon,  and  the  troops  under  his 
command,  or  to  the  sensibility  of  the  House,  I 
will  therefore  forbear  to  trouble  the  House  with 
the  usual  prefatory  remarks ;  it  is  a  fit  subject  for 
the  genius  of  Homer.  But  there  was  a  spectacle 
connected  with  this  subject  upon  which  the  hu- 
man  mind  would  delight  to  dwell — upon  which 
the  human  mind  could  not  fail  to  dwell  with 
peculiar  pride  and  exultation.  It  was  the  yeo- 
men of  the  country  marching  to  the  defence 
of  the  city  of  Orleans,  leaving  their  wives,  and 
children,  and  firesides,  at  a  moment's  warning. 
On  the  one  side,  committing  themselves  to  the 
bosom  of  the  mother  of  rivers ;  on  the  other,  ta- 
king the  route  of  the  trackless  and  savage  wijder- 
ness  for  hundreds  of  miles.  Meeting  at  the  place 


of  rendezvous— seektog,  attaekiagy  and  beatiag 
the  enemy  in  a  pitched  battle — repolsiag  tbree 
desperate  assaults  with  great  loss  tohioi— killiog. 
wounding,  and  capturing  more  than  fovr  thoo- 
sand  of  his  force — and  finally  compelling  him  to 
flf ,  precipitately,  the  country  he  liad  hoJdiy  in- 
vaded*  The  farmers  of  the  country  tnunphantly 
victorious  over  the  conquerors  of  the  eooqaerois  of 
Europe.  "  I  came,  I  saw,  I  conqueifd,"  says  the 
American  husbandman,  fresh  from  tus  pkxigh. 
The  proud  veteran  who  triumphed  ia  Spua,  and 
carried  terror  into  the  warlike  popoiauoa  of 
France,  was  humbled  beneath  the  power  of  my 
arm.  The  God  of  Battles  and  of  Righteoasncs 
took  part  with  the  defenders  of  their  GOfiatry,aad 
the  foe  was  scattered  before  us  as  chaff  before  tkc 
wind.  It  isj  indeed,  a  fit  subject  for  the  geaiis 
of  Homer,  of  Ossian.  or  Milton. 

That  militia  should  be  beatea  by  militia  is  of 
natural  and  ordiaary  oecorreaoe;  tkat  regilar 
uoops  should  be  beaten  by  militia  ia  aoi  withoat 
example ;  the  examples  are  as  nomeroosi  or  more 
numerous,  in  our  own  country,  thaa  ia  any  other; 
but  that  regular  troops,  the  beat  diseipliaed  aad 
most  veieraa  of  Burope,  should  be  beaten  by  oa- 
disciplined  militia  with  the  disproportionate  Josi 
of  a  hundred  to  oae,  is,  to  oae  toe  lanmageof  the 
commanding  General,  almost  ioerediUe.  The 
disparitjf  of  the  loss,  the  equality  of  force,  the  dif* 
fereaee  in  the  character  of  the  foree^  all  combtne 
to  render  the  battle  of  the  eighth  of  January  st 
once  the  most  brilliant  and  extiaordiiiary  of  inod- 
ern  times.  Nothing  ean  accoaat  for  it  but  ibe 
rare  merits  of  the  commanding  GeaeraL  and  the 
rare  patriotism  aad  military  ardor  of  the  tr«^ 
under  his  command. 

Glorious,  sir,  as  are  these  events  to  the  Ame^ 
lean  arms,  iioaorable  as  they  are  to  the  Americas 
character,  they  are  not  more  glorious  mud  honor- 
able than  are  the  immediate  conseqoences  fall  of 
usefulness  to  the  country.  If  the  war  imd  con- 
tinued, the  men  of  the  country  weald  have  been 
inspired  with  a  noble  m^dor  and  a  geaeroas  emu- 
lation in  defence  of  the  country;  they  would  have 
struck  terror  into  the  invader,  aad  givea  cmifi- 
dence  to  the  invaded.  Elurope  has  aeea  thai;  lo 
be  formidable  on  the  ocean,  we  need  but  will  ic 
Europe  will  see  that,  to  be  iaviaeible  oa  land,  it 
is  only  necessary  that  we  judicioosly  employ  the 
means  which  GJod  and  Nature  hare  bowtifolly 
placed  at  our  disposal.  The  mea  of  Sarope,  fated 
la  camps,  trained  to  war,  with  all  the  science  aad 
all  the  e:qperience  of  modera  war,  are  not  a  match 
for  the  mea  of  America  taken  from  the  closet 
the  bar^  the  court-house,  and  the  ploagb.  If,  sir, 
it  he  pardonable  at  any  time  to  iBdm^e  these aeati- 
ments  and  feelings,  it  may  be  deemed  pardeaablc 
on  the  preseat  occasion. 

I  think  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  defective; 
it  does  not  record  the  prominent  fact  which,  mere 
than  any  other,  contributes  to  the  briUiaaeyof 
Gkoeral  Jackson's  triumph — the  fact  that  the  tri- 
umph was  the  triumph  of  militia  orer  regular 
troops ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  so  worded,  that 
strangers  or  posteritj,  deriving  their  knovledge 
kom  the  leeord  itself,  would  be  led  to  believe  that 
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the  regolar  troops  ooastititted  the  priDci|Mil  fore«i 
and  t£it  the  militia  wa«  odI/  auxiliary.    If  the 
House  should  coosider  the  defect  as  importanr,  I 
would  move  to  aimeDd  the  resolation. 
Mr.  RoBBaTSON  apoke  as  foJlowe : 
Mr.  Speaker,  representing  alone  on  this  floor 
an  interesting  part  of  our  country,  saved  by  he- 
roism an  matched  from  horrors  which  cannot  be 
described,  I  shall  be  excused  for  expressing  my 
admiration  of  General  Jaeksoo,  his  great  achieve- 
meots,  and  the  splendid  battles  which  we  now 
commemorate. 

Permit  me  too,  sir,  to  avail  myself  of  this  oc- 
casion to  pour  forth  the  gratitude  with  which  ( 
am  impressed,  not  only  for  the  protection  of  Lou- 
isiana, but  for  the  opportunity  which  has  been 
afibrded  her  citizens  of  displaying  a  zeal,  a  patri- 
otism, and  an  unanimity,  whiefa  command  the 
applause  of  an  admiring  nation. 

Scarce  three  months  are  past,  since  a  mighty 
armada,  with  troops  accustomed  to  victory,  the 
well  fleshed  myrmidons  of  saof  uinary  Baroj>ean 
wars,  with  others  eoUeCted  in  the  West  Imiia 
Islands,  from  their  description  intended  to  produce 
terror,  led  on  by  chiefs  whose  fame  had  filled  the 
universe,  directed  its  course  across  the  Atlantic 
with  a  view  to  desolate  a  distant  portion  of  our 
country.  They  caleulaied  on  an  easy  conquest; 
never  were  hopes  more  confident — never  were 
hoMs  more  efiectually  blasted* 

rursuing  their  insidious  system,  they  issued 
proclamations  and  sent  forth  emissaries,  to  corrupt 
the  unwary,  and  excite  disaffection.  Tney  offered 
to  those  who  should  be  weak  enough  to  confide 
in  their  petfidions  promises,  protection  and  liberty 
under  a  British  constitution.  Insolent  thought  I 
To  whom  were  those  offers  addressed  1  To 
Americans,  who  themselves,  or  whose  fathers  had 
once  before  chased  them  from  their  shores  cov- 
ered with  disgrace  and  overwhelmed  with  dis- 
may. To  whom  were  they  addressed?  To  the 
natives  of  ]j«ouisiana — to  Frenchmen,  and  their 
descendants.  The  English-  dared  to  speak  to 
^hem  of  peace  and  fraternity,  holding  in  their 
band  a  sword  reeking,  as  it  had  reeked  for  eentu- 
riee,  with  the  blood  of  Frenchmen. 

Hasty  leviesof  half-armed  undisciplined  militia, 
frooi  the  interior  of  our  vast  eontinent,  from  the 
mnks  of  the  Tennessee,  the  Cumberland,  and  the 
Dhio,  traversing  wide  and  trackless  regions,  pre- 
cipitate themselves  to  the  scene  of  conflict,  reso- 
ute  to  defend  their  distant  brethren  from  the  dan- 
jrers  with  which  they  were  menaced.  There  the 
tardy  sons  of  the  West,  with  the  yeomanry  of 
he  adjacent  territory  and  the  invaded  State,  with 
I  handful  of  regulars  and  a  few  armed  vessels, 
constituted  that  force  from  which  the  tremendous 
Lrmament  of  our  enemy  was  to  experience  the 
nost  signal  overthrow  the  world  has  ever  wit- 
lessed.  But  Jackson  was  their  leader,  and  though 
aezpert  in  scientific  warfare,  they  were  anima- 
ed  by  something  more  valuable  than  discipline, 
sore  irresistible  than  all  the  energy  which  mere 
aachinery  can  display ;  they  were  animated  by 
patriotism — by  that  holy  enthusiasm  which  sur- 
aounu  all  dimcnlties  and  points  the  way  to  tri- 1 


umpb.  Happy  if  a  parallel  to  their  conduct  maf 
be  found,  it  must  be  looked  for  in  the  achievements 
of  those  who  like  themselves  fought  for  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country.  History  records,  to  the 
consolation  of  freemen,  that  the  Poles,  unarmed 
and  ignorant  of  tactics,  beat  the  veteran  troops  of 
Frederick  and  Catharine  in  many  pitched  battles, 
never  less  than  three  times  their  numbers — but 
their  leader  was  Kosciusko.  In  the  early  stages 
of  the  revolution,  the  peasantry  of  France,  under 
Ctistine  and  Domourier,  repulsed  from  their  soil 
the  disciplined  thousands  or  the  Duke  of  Bruns- 
wick.; but  it  was  not  the  Poles,  nor  the  French- 
men— it  was  love'of  country — it  was  the  cause. 

Foiled  in  their  attempt  to  disseminate  distrust 
and  treachery,  they  now  prepared  to  take  by  force 
what  fmud  had  failed  to  secure. 

The  defence  of  Fort  Bowyer,  the  battle  of  their 
hundred  well  manned  barges,  with  fife  of  oar 
gunboats,  were  a  foretaste  of  what  they  were  far- 
ther to  expect.  But.  flushed  with  thoughu  of  the 
full  fruition  of  their  nopes,  they  pushed  forward  to 
seize  the  prize  just  presented  to  their  grasp.  They 
passed  unseen  through  narrow  defiles  and  deep 
morasses;  evaded  the  natural  defence  of  the 
State,  and  found  themselves  (juietly  posted  on  the 
fertile  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  in  full  view  of  the 
alluring  metropolis  ot  Louisiana,  where  they  had 
been  promised  plunder  without  check  and  riot 
without  restraint. 

Among  the  wonderful  occurrences  of  that  event- 
ful period,  the  simultaneous  arrival  at  the  same 
distant  point  of  the  brave  defenders  of  their  coun- 
try and  the  daring  invader,  cannot  be  considered 
less  miraculous.  Confident  in  its  strength,  and 
contemptuous  of  iu  foe,  the  veteran  army  was 
unprepared  for  the  reception  that  awaited  it.  Sud- 
denly and  fiercely  attacked,  panic  struck  at  the 
unlocked  for  blow,  they  were  defeated  by  half 
their  number  of  raw  American  troops.  This  was 
conclusive.  Their  subsequent  conduct  exhibited 
Utile  else  than  a  tissue  of  blunders  and  misfor- 
tunes, or  of  courageous  efforts  which  recoiled  with 
ruin  on  themselves. 

At  length  the  time  arrived  which  was  to  wit« 
neas  the  most  extraordinary  event  recorded  ia 
military  annals.  On  the  8th  of  January,  a  day 
destined  to  form  an  en  in  history,  this  army  of 
invincibles,  led  on  by  gallant  chie&,  advanced  to 
the  charge  with  firm  step,  according  to  methoils 
most  approved— trenches  hastily  thrown  up,  de- 
fended by  what  they  considered  a  mob,  a  vaga- 
bond militia,  promised  an  enterprise  destitute 
alike  of  hazard  and  of  honor.  They  were  met  by 
an  incessant  and  murderous  discharge  of  mus- 
ketry and  artillery,  the  whole  line  vras  a  contin- 
ued sheet  ot  fire;  intrepidity  stood  appalled— their 
Qeneral  slain— the  ditch  filled— the  field  strewed 
with  the  dying  and  the  dead— a  mberable  rem- 
nant of  their  thousands  fled  back  to  their  entrench- 
ments. The  battle  closed,  a  battle  whose  char- 
acter, from  the  nature  of  the  troops  engaged  and 
the  disparity  of  loss,  is  the  most  wonderful,  whose 
effects  are  as  important  as  any  that  was  ever 
fought.  And  now  we  are  invited  to  the  contem- 
plation of  a  scene  which  reflects  immortal  honor 
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OD  the  inhabiUDtt  of  New  Orleans,  and,  by  con- 
trast, eternai  sbaooe  on  the  enemy. 

The  dead  were  interied,  the  agonies  of  the  dy- 
ing assuaged,  the  wounded  relieved ;  that  prop- 
erty which  was  to  have  been  given  up  to  plunder 
was  willingly  yielded  to  their  wants,  and  the  very 
individuals,  the  nnarked  victims  of  their  licen- 
tiousness, vied  with  each  other  in  extending  to 
them  every  proof  of  tenderness  and  humanity. 

It  was  my  intention,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  have  ad- 
verted to  the  manner  in  which  the  English  have 
carried  on  their  war,  particularly  to  their  views  in 
regard  to  New  Orleans,  but  pe^ce  is  this  moment 
announced ;  I  do  not  wish  to  mar  the  feelings 
which  belong  to  it ;  if  I  cannot  forset  their  atro- 
cities, I  disdain  to  triumph  over  a  disgraced  and 
fallen  foe.  Whilst  resuming  my  seat  ftake  much 
satisfaction  in  doing  justice  to  the  indefatigable 
exertions  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  From  the 
time  of  his  taking  charge  of  that  Department,  and 
of  being  apprized  of  the  danger  which  threatened 
Louisiana,  no  efforts  were  spared^  no  applications 
unattended  to,  which  had  for  their  object  the  pro- 
tection of  that  Slate. 

Mr.  Inobrsoll  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  regret  that 
these  resolutions  require  any  amendment.  I  am 
persuaded,  however,  that  their  final  passage  will 
be  unanimous.  The  House  will  excuse  me,  I 
hope,  if  I  indulge  myself  in  a  few  observations  on 
this  occasion.  I  speak  impromptu,  sir,  without 
premeditation — I  have  found  it  impossible  to 
think—- 1  have  been  able  only  to  feel  these  last 
three  days.  The  unexpected,  the  grateful  ter- 
mination of  the  glorious  struggle  we  have  just 
concluded,  is  calculated  to  excite  emotions  such 
as  can  be  understood  by  those  only  who  can  feel 
them.  For  the  first  time  during  this  long,  arduous 
and  trying  session,  we  cm n  all  feel  alike— we  are 
all  of  one  mind — all  hearts  leap  to  the  embraces 
of  each  other.  Such  a  spectacle  as  that  now  ex- 
hibited by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  was  never 
presented  to  the  world  before.  While  the  Senate 
are  ratifying  a  treaty  of  peace,  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives are  voting  heartfelt  thanks  to  those 
noble  patriots,  those  gallant  citizen  soldiers  who 
have  crowned  that  peace  with  imperishable  lustre. 
The  terms  of  the  treaty  are  yet  unknown  to  us. 
Bat] the  victory  at  Orleans  has  rendered  them 
glorious  and  honorable,  be  they  what  they  may. 
They  roust  be  honorable  under  such  a  termina- 
tion of  the  war.  Those  Commissioners  who  have 
afforded  us  such  signal  credentials  of  their  firm- 
ness heretofore,  cannot  possibly  have  swerved. 
The  Qovernment  has  not  betrayed  its  trust.  The 
nation  now  cannot  be  discredited.  It  has  done 
its  duty,  and  is  above  disgrace.  Within  five  and 
thirty  years  of  our  national  existence,  we  have 
mchieved  a  second  acknowledgment  of  our  na- 
tional sovereignty.  In  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion we  had  allies — in  arms — reinforcements  from 
abroad  on  our  own  soil— and  the  wishes  of  all 
Europe  on  our  side.  But  in  this  late  conflict  we 
stood  single-handed.  Not  an  auxiliary  to  support 
us — not  a  bosom  in  Burope  that  dared  brat  in  our 
behalf— not  one  but  what  was  constrained  to  stifle 


iu  Lopes,  if  it  entertained  any  io  our  favor.   Tbe 
treaty  signed  at  Paris  on  tbe  dOth  of  last  Msy 
placed  us  in  a  situation  of  tbe  at  moat  emergeacy. 
bngland  had  triumphed  over  Fmnce— aod  she 
turned  upon  us  with  her  hands  fall  of  the  jop/e- 
ments  of  destruction— her  heart  almost  hmstiag 
with  vengeance  and  fnry^mnledictioa  ia  her 
manifestoes,  subjugation  on  her  rvrofd.  We  have 
already  voted  thanks  to  those  heroes  of  tbe  North 
who,  in  Canada,  faced  and  broke  tbe  spell  of  Bog- 
lish  invinctbilitjr.    From  the  North  the  tempest 
rolled  on  to  this  neighborhood :     And  it  vas  ta 
the  midst  of  the  rains— the  cinders— of  tkbCip- 
ital,  which  became  the  momentary  prize  oft  sac- 
eessfol  incursion<^it  was  at  a  period  the  omm 
awful,  under  difllculties  the  most  appalling,  that  pn^ 
parations  were  made  to  meet  the  final,  the  coocee 
trated  onset  at  New  Orleans — the  most  remote,  the 
weakest  point  of  our  territories — the  ai<Mt  vulaen- 
bie-— the  hardest  to  hold,  and  the  hardest  to  regtii 
if  once  lost.    For  tbe  capture  of  that  ciiy  a  most 
formidable  force  was  embodied.  Ail  tbe  dispostfak 
troops  to  be  spared  by  Bngland  from  Snrope,tk 
detachments  scattered  along  onr  coasts,  all  tk 
garrisons  and  trooos  that  could  be  colleeted  froa 
the  West  India  Islands,  were  coneentrated  /or 
this  last  and  grand  objecu    The  gallnntaid  gen- 
erous inhabiunts  of  the  West  flew  to  arms.   It 
was  not  their  firesides  they  had  to  defend.   It 
was  in  manj  cases  more  than  n  tboosaod,  in  dl 
more  than  five  hundred  miles  from  home  ikey 
were  to  seek  the  scene  of  their  exploits.    Thef 
went  with  an  immortalizing  alacrity  of  pa  triotiso. 
Every  man  of  them  is  entitled  to  a  paoegfric 
There  is  no  distinction  bnt  that  of  rank  to  te 
made  between  them  and  their  wary,  their  cot- 
summate  commander.    Hardly  arrived  in  New 
Orleans  when  the  enemy  appeared,  they  instantly 
attacked  htm^-nnd  in  the  night  time.     The  re»alt 
of  this  immediate  intrepidity  was  their  scnkiog  i 
salutary  respect  into  the  invaders.    Thecooquer- 
ors  of  Europe  sent  the  flower  of  their  armies^  un- 
der the  most  emtneat  of  their  cooamnnders,  on 
this  expedition.    On  the  flfth  December  and  tbe 
1st  of  January,  attempts  were  made  to  cany 
the  American  line^-bot  without  aoecesa,  with- 
out impression.    Finding  that   their  men  hnd 
learned  a  reluctance  to  atuck  from  these  experi- 
ments, the  British  officers,  on  the  memorable  8ih, 
threw  themselves  Into  the  front  and  led  on  to  tbe 
charge.    It  is  this  that  alone  caa  aceoont  for  the 
enormous  effusion  of  officers'  blood.    Not  relying 
on  the  example  thus  set,  they  added  moreover 
those  enticements  which,  at  Badajos  and  Sl  8e> 
bastiansy  bad  seduced  tbesoldiers  to  success.   They 
offered  beauty  and  booty^in  other  words,  rape 
and  rapine,  as  the  reward  of  victory.     Thos  led 
and  thus  invited,  tbe  British  army  made  its  storm. 
Their  discomfiture  is  without  example.     Never 
was  there  such  a  disparity  of  loss.    With  the 
tidings  of  this  triumph  from  the  South,  to  hsve 
peace  from  the  EasL  is  such  a  fullneas  of  graofi- 
cation  as  must  overflow  all  hearts  with  graotnde 
to  the  Qiver  of  all  good— to  that  Being  who  hns 
saved  us  from  the  enemy,  who  has  snrei  as  from 
I  all  harms.    Not  to  be  grateful  would  be  iaq^tas— 
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not  to  uittiapb,  cold  and  cbarlish  indeed.  Bog- 
land  has  eonqaered  Europe.  In  the  midst  of  her 
cooqaests  she  is  discontented  and  uohappf.  En- 
rope,  reliered  from  French  dominion,  is  already 
enslaved  afresh,  craelly  enslaved.  Poland,  the 
richest,  finest  coontrf  on  that  Continent,  with  a 
population  romantically  free  and  patriotic,  is  an- 
nexed to  Russia.  After  fighting  the  battles  of 
France  for  the  pay  of  emancipation,  Poland  falls 
inder  the  Russian  yoke.  Saxony,  one  of  the 
nost  ancient  and  repectable  of  the  sovereignties 
)f  Europe,  is  subjoined  as  a  proTinee  to  Prussia, 
:he  most  recent,  the  most  despicable  of  all  the 
Suropean  powers — ^a  Kingdom  which  found  a 
;ransient  consequence  in  the  genius  of  the  great 
Frederick,  which  never  can  be  considerable  with- 
>ut  such  a  genius  to  sustain  it.  The  Italians  are 
:orn  from  their  homes  to  serve  in  Austrian  armies. 
Vorway  dislocated  from  Denmark  to  be  forced 
nto  the  arms  of  Sweden — France  is  unsettled*— 
Spain  convulsed — Holland  swelled  into  an  ephe- 
neral  magnitude.  What  a  contrast  with  this 
iappy,  thriving,  blessed  coonlry !  Who  does  not 
rejoice  that  he  is  not  an  European  !  Who  is  not 
proud  to  feel  himself  an  A meriean-^or  wrongs 
evenged — our  rights  recognised !  For  I  repeat, 
hat  no  matter  what  the  terms  of  the  treaty  may 
le,  the  effects  of  this  war  must  be  permanently 
prosperous  and  honorable.  The  catastrophe  at 
Orleans  has  fixed  an  impress,  has  sealed,  has  conse- 
:rated  the  compact  beyond  the  powers  of  parch- 
aent  and  diplomacy.  At  sea  a  tide  of  triumphs — 
»y  land  a  Continent  on  which  the  enemy  could 
;ain  no  foothold.  Your  Navy  transcendant  in 
tcbievements — your  Army  at  length  equalling 
rour  Navy.  Mr. Speaker,  for  the  richest  Kingdom 
Q  Europe  I  would  not  exchange  my  American 
citizenship — ^for  the  most  opulent  endowment  1 
nrould  not  surrender  the  delight  which  I  derive 
rom  the  feelings  of  this  moment.  Let  us  then 
»as8,  let  us  vote  by  acclamation,  the  thanks  of 
Zonj^ress  to  General  Jackson  and  his  companions 
n  victory. 

I  cannot  resume  my  seat,  sir,  without  a  word 
>f  merited  eulogium  on  an  individual  not  com- 
irehended  In  these  resolutions^  but  to  whom  the 
latioD  is  greatly  indebted  for  this  success.  I  mean 
;he  present  Secretary  at  War.  From  the  mooo- 
nental  dilapidations  of  this  Capital,  with  enemies 
:o  provide  against  on  all  quarters,  those  arrance- 
neots  were  made  and  those  aids  afforded  by  the 
3}overnment  which  mainly  contributed  to  the 
jrlorious  result  at  Orleans.  Jackson,  to  be  sure, 
ind  bis  cohort  banded  together  from  all  regions 
>y  bis  powerful  ascendency,  were  the  exeeutors — 
)Ut  the  able  and  honest  statesman,  who  now  holds 
he  War  Department,  was  the  author  and  origi- 
lator  of  the  preparations.  Let  us  therefore — I 
lope  all  will  agree  to  it — let  us  consider  him  too 
n  our  applause. 

The  resolutions  from  the  Senate  expressive  of 
he  bi^h  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  the 
>atriotism  and  good  conduct  of  the  people  of 
Ijouisiana  and  New  Orleans  during  the  late  mili- 
ary operations  before  that  city,  were  twice  read, 
ind  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


Mr.  RoBBRTSON  said  he  was  prevented  from 
taking  anv  part  in  regard  to  them,  by  feelinn 
that  would  be  properly  appreciated.  He  would 
content  himselifwith  expressing  the  high  sense 
he  entertained  of  the  very  complimentary  terms 
in  which  his  constituents  were  mentioned.  If 
suspicions  had  heretofore  been  indulged  in,  derog'* 
atory  to  the  history  of  Louisiana,  thev  would  no 
longer  exist.  If  cold  calculations  had  been  made 
of  her  value  and  importance  in  the  Union,  they 
would  no  more  be  heard. 

COMPENSATION  TO  C0LLBCT0R8. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
ments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  the  bill  to  fix  the  compensations  and  in- 
crease the  responsibility  of  the  collectors  of  the 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  for  other  pur* 
poses  connected  with  the  collection  thereof. 

The  said  aroeDdments  being  read,  and  that  to 
the  first  section  being  under  consideration,  Mr* 
Eppes  moved  to  amend  the  same,  by  striking  out 
the  word  "three,"  beinff  the  rate  per  centum  of 
the  compensation  to  collectors,  upon  all  moneys 
not  exceeding  ^50,000  accounted  for,  and  paid 
into  the  Treasury,  between  the  first  day  of  July, 
1815,  and  the  first  day  of  Januarv,  1816,  and  in- 
sertiuff  the  words  four  and  a  half." 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
passed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  81,  nays  62,  as 
follows : 

YsAS — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Av- 
ery, Barbonr,  Bard,  Bsmet^  Bines,  Brown,  Butler, 
Caperton,  Calboan,  Clopton,  Comstoek,  Condiet,  Co- 
nsra,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cathbert,  Desha, 
Duvali,  Esrie,  Eppes,  Fmdiey,  Pkk  of  Vermont,  Fisk 
of  New  York,  romey,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  OfaolsoBy 
Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Oonrdln,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hanson, 
Harris,  Hasbroack,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky, 
Hubbwd,  Hnmphrevs,  Ingham,  Jackson  of  Virginia* 
Johnson  of  Kentneky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboorn,  Lefierts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Mo> 
Coy,  McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Res  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir* 
giaia,  Tannehill,  Taykir,  Telfair,  Troup,  Wilson  of 
PennsyWania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Memn.  Bavlies  of  Massachusetts  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Cannon,  Champion,  CiU^, 
Clendenin,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Ely, 
Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Goldsborough,  Orosvenor, 
Hale,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Hungerford,  Hulbert,  Kent 
of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  KUig  of  North 
Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Maoon,  Markell,  McKee, 
Moseley,  Nelson,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Potter, 
John  ^eed,  Ruggles,  Sdiureman,  Sevier,  Shefley,  Sher* 
wood,  Shipherd,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stan- 
ford, Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturgea,  Taggsrt,  Thompson, 
Vose.  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Wheaton,  White,  WUcox,  and  WUson  of  Massadm^ 
setts. 

Mr.  Stanpord  then  moved  to  amend  the  said 
amendment  to  the  first  section,  by  adding  thereto 
the  following  proviso: 

Prtwidtd,  That  no  collector  in  any  city  ^^\  receive 
a  greater  compensation  than  9S,000,  nor  any  coUectot 
in  the  conntry  more  than  9>,600. 
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Mr.  F18K,  of  New  York,  mo? ed  to  amt nd  the 
said  proTito,  hj  striking  out  the  word  "'  five,"  in 
the  maximum  of  the  eompensation  to  a  city  col- 
lector, and  ioserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  word 
''eighL"  And  the  question  being  taken  thereon, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negatire^yeas  2,  nays 
131j  as  follows : 

YsAS— Messrs.  Fisk  of  New  Yoik,  and  Ingham. 

Nats-— Messrs.  Alezsnder,  Alstoo,  Anderson,  Av- 
erj,  Baihoor,  Bsmett,  BajUss  of  Mssssrhnsrtts,  Big- 
dow,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bojd,  Brmdbory,  Breckenridge, 
Brighsm,  Butler,  Csperton,  Cslhoun,  Csnnon,  Cilley, 
Ciendenin,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Coosrd,  Cooper,  Coz, 
Crawford,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  DaTennort,  Davis  of 
FennsvlTsnia,  jOeshs,  DutsII,  Earie,  Ely,  Eppes,  Ev- 
ans, Fsrrow,  Findley,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston, 
Geddes,  Gholson,  Glssgow,  Goldsborough,  Goodwvn, 
Gourdin,  Grifl&n,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson,  Hai^ 
ris,  Hasbronek,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henderson,  Hop- 
kins of  Kentackj,  Humpbreyi^  Hnngerford,  Hulbert, 
Jackson  of  Yirgmia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kilbourn, 
Xing  of  Masssehusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law, 
IidBferts^  Lewis^  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Maoon,  Mar- 
keU,  McKee,  Mc£m,  Moore,  Moselsy,  Nelson,  New- 
ton, Oskley,  Onnsby,  Pearson,  Piokering,  Pickens, 
Flper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Res  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Ssge,  Schnreman,  Sevier, 
a^ybert.  Sharps  Sherwood,  Shipheid,  Slaymaker,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Viigiaia,  Stanfiwd,  Stnrges, 
TaggaTt,TannehiU,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Troup, 
Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Masssehusetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Masssr 
cbusetts,  WUsoA  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  Wright,  and 
Yano^y. 

Much  debate  occurring  on  the  proposition,  it 
was  withdrawn  by  Mr.  Stamforo;  and  the 
House  adjourned. 

*Priday,  February  17. 

Mr.  McKiB,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub* 
lie  Lands,  reported  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  aec. 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land 
titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  Territory  of 
Missouri,"  approved  the  12ih  of  April,  1814; 
which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  PioKBRiNO,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  committed  the  bill  grapting  a  donation  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acrss  of  land  to  An- 
thony Shane,  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
ment; wbich  was  read  and  agreed  to  bv  the 
House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  give  further  time 
to  complete  surveys  and  locate  patents  for  lands 
granted  under  Virginia  resolution  warrants,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  lay  a  direct  tax  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  was  read  a  third  time,  with- 
out debate,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlor.  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructea  to  inquire  into  the 
«(pediency  of  authorizing  the  appointment  of  a 
district  attorney  and  marshal  for  the  Norlhern 
District  of  the  State  of  New  York* 


The  resolution  from  the  Seaate  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  committee  to  lAqnire  inio 
the  ezpediencv  <x  causing  the  Clianafaera  mx  pres- 
ent occupied  by  the  two  Hoosea  of  Coagresi^  or 
others  in  the  same  building,  to  be  alioerf  ami 
fitted  up  for  their  better  aecomaiodaiien,  waa 
read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Hooae  ;  and  Mi>  Law- 
la,  Mr.  Macom.  and  Mr.  Kjkiit,  of  Marybad.  were 
appointed  the  committee  on  the  part  of  ihc  Hoose. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comaittiee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Halloweil.  The  bill  was  reported  wiciioatamcad- 
meat,  and  ordered  to  he  engrosaed,  aad  rod  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

THE  ABUY  AND  NAVY. 

Mr.  Jacksoii,  of  Yirginia,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  for  consideration : 

1.  Ketohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Mifitaiy  A^ 
&»  be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  to  what  extest 
the  MUttaiy  Establishment  of  the  tJaite^  States  esa 
be  rsduead  consistently  with  the  puhfic  interast. 

8.iZssoAed;  That  the  said  Comnsittea  be  leilhier  ia- 
stmcted  lo  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
provision  ought  lo  bs  oMde,  \j  law,  ftr  oUuwiag 
months'  extra  pay  and  adonatioa  in  laad  to  the  < 
of  the  Aimy  who  asay  be  disbanded. 

3.  Ruoked.  That  the  asid  Committee  be 
to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of  fratahlinhtni  <m  ^ 
more  additional  military  schools. 

4.  Retohed^  That  the  Naval  Committee  he  iaikracl- 
ed  to  inquiie  and  rsport  to  what  extent  the  Navy  9t 
the  United  States  on  the  Lakes  can  be  redqeed  ooooi^ 
ently  with  the  public  interest. 

ft.  Buohed,  That  the  said  Committee  be  Initbcr  ia- 
stmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eatabltihaig 
one  or  more  naTal  academies. 

6.  ]U9ohfedf  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Bda- 
tions  be  instructed  to  ascertain  and  report  whether  sny, 
and,  if  any,  what,  modifieation  of  existing  lawi  are 
necessary  to  adapt  them  to  the  State  ef  our  leiatioos 
with  Ibrmgn  nations. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  eonaider  cJieae 
resolutiooa, 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  made  a  few  reaaarka 
in  reapect  to  each  of  these  resolutioas,  the  wkoVe 
of  whieh  the  reporter  was  not  fortunate  enough 
to  hear.    They  were  of  an  explanatory  nature. 

Mr.  iNQBueoLL  moved  that  theae  resolutions 
should  lie  on  the  table.  The  coDsommatioa  of 
the  peace,  he  said,  had  not  taken  place,  and  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  therefore,  improper  now  to  eater 
into  a  diaeaasion  of  them. 

Mr.  Cannon  also  considered  them  premature. 
It  would  certainly  be  time  enough  for  the  House 
to  act  on  them  when  they  found  the  ratificatioa 
had  aetualiy  taken  place.  Before  that  time,  he 
was  opposed  to  aay  discussion  of  the  svbjecis 
embraced  in  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  GaoaTBNOR  said,  sensible  aa  he  was  of  the 
force  of  the  motive^  which  has  prompted  the  mo- 
tion, viz :  the  brevity  of  the  remainder  of  the  set- 
aion,  yet  he  conaidered  the  motion  entirely  preais- 
ture.  As  individuals,  the  members  of  the  Hoew 
knew  the  lact  of  a  ratification  of  a  treaiy  of 
peace;  but  the  nature  of  the  treaty  was  aot 
known,  nor  was  the  Act  offieially  beftie  the 
House. 
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Mr.  JicKBON,  of  Yirginit;  said  be  eoold  not  see 
aiif  strong  objections  to  laying  the  resdationson 
tbe  fable  i  though  he  could  see  no  objections  to 
acting  oo  them  on  the  score  of  a  regard  to  the 
dignityr  of  the  House.  Could  any  evil  grow  out 
of  an  inquiry  into  the  subject?  There  was  no 
danger  of  precipitation  in  acting  on  this  or  any 
other  subject ;  for  even  now,  at  the  close  of  the 
session,  at  this  interesting  moment,  the  House 
bad  empiloyed  two  days  in  debating  what  com- 
pensation should  be  allowed  to  the  collectors  of 
the  taxes.  True  dignity.  Mr.  O.  said,  always 
consists  in  doing  what  yoii  intend  to  do,  prompt- 
ly, and  with  a  good  grace. 

Mr.  FiBK,  of  New  York,  desired  to  see  added 
to  these  resoives  another,  contemplating  provisioo 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  officers  who  hare 
fallen  in  the  war. 

Mr.  Rbea,  of  Tennessee,  thought  the  agitation 
of  these  questions  ought  to  be  delayed  until  the 
House  haid,  from  ike  proper  nuiikomy,  oficial  is* 
formaiioB  of  the  peace  In  thor  eapaeitir  of 
representatives,  Mr.  R.  said,  they  knew  notning 
of  what  had  taken  piacei  whatever  they  might 
have  individually  heard.  The  treaty,  when  com- 
municated, would  probably  be  attended  with  other 
information,  properly  relative  to  the  subject,  and 
which  the  House  ought  to  take  into  consideration, 

Mr  Hansoii  said  there  could  not  be  a  doubt 
but  it  would  be  improper  to  act  on  this  subject 
till  official  information  was  received,  which  the 
House  now  had  not.  It  was  almost  a  maxim,  he 
said,  that  precipitancy  is  always  unjostifiaole. 
How  did  they  know  that  the  Executive  bad  made 
up  his  mind  to  raliff  the  treaty  ?  Mr.  H.  went 
on  to  repeat  what  were  reported  to  be  the  charac* 
teristics  of  the  treaty ;  hut,  on-  the  suggestion  that 
this  debate  was  not  strictly  applicable  at  this 
time,  refrained  from  pursuing  the  topic.  He  said, 
however,  that  he  thought  the  House  ovght  not  to 
act  on  the  subject  as  if  it  was  pre* determined  to 
accept  the  treaty,  be  it  good  or  bad.  To  act  on 
these  resolutions  now,  would  have  an  undignified 
appearance. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  the  question  .to  print  them,  there  were  for 
printing  them  57,  against  it  56. 

DEFENCE  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  resolutions  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson,  and  the 
troops  under  his  command,  for  their  ffallantrr  and 
gooa  conduct  in  the  defence  of  New  Orieaas, 
were  read  a  third  time. 

The  resolution  expressive  of  the  high  sense  en* 
tertaiued  by  Congress  of  tbe  patriotism  and  good 
conduct  of  tbe  people  of  Loouiana  and  New  Oi^ 
leans,  was  also  read  a  third  time, 

Mr.  RoBBBTBON,  of  Looisiaua,  expressed  in  a 
feeling  manner  his  high  neoB^  of  tbe  complimen- 
tary manner  in  which  his  constituents  were  men- 
tioned in  this  resolve ;  and  flattered  himself  they 
would  never  forfeit,  ai  any  time,  the  high  char^ 
acter  they  had  now  acquired. 

Mr.  Sharp  then  rose,  and  addressed  the  House 
u  follows :  Mr.  Speaker,  the  subject  thoae  res- 


olutlons  present  for  our  consideraUon,  is  tha 
most  interesting  oecorrence  in  the  history  of  our 
country. 

The  people  of.  Louisiana,  approached  by  an 
enemy  who  suspected  their  fidelity  to  their  newly 
adopted  Government,  and  who  held  out  every  al- 
lurement that  coald  be  presented  to  seduce  them 
from  the  Union,  at  this  very  moment  whilst  aa« 
sailed  by  tbe  blandishments  of  the  enemy,  with 
open  arms  they  received  their  fellow-citizens  who 
came  to  their  aid,  and,  by  yolunury  contributions^ 
furnished  everything  necessary  to  their  comfort, 
while  exposed  m  the  open  field  in  defence  of  their 
city.  Yet  their  patriotism  and  humanity  are  sur- 
passed by  their  bravery.  On  the  23d  or  Decem- 
ber, it  was  a  company  of  Lonisiaaiaas  that  pen- 
etated  the  very  centre  of  the  enemy's  camp,  and 
made  good  their  retreat,  and  brought  9S  a  num- 
ber of  prisoners.  On  tbe  8th  of  January,  the 
LoQisiaoians  aided  in  defending  tbe  breastworks 
on  the  right,  and  when  the  enemy  got  possessioa 
of  one  of  oar  bastions,  thev  were  among  the  fore* 
most  who  mat  them ;  and,  amidst  the  cla^  xd 
tmot&i  and  bayonets,  grappled  with  them  on  tha 
ramparts,  and  bore  them  into  the  ditch. 

If  we  compare  the  conduct  of  Louisiana  with 
any  other  part  of  the  nation— *even  the  oldest  and 
best  established  in  their  political  tauitutions — so 
far  from  losiag  aay  thing  in  the  comparison,  it  is 
on  their  part  splendid  and  honorable,  and  musC 
effectually  put  down  all  those  feelin|[8  of  distrust 
and  jealousy  that  have  been  eatertained  in  some 
parts  of  the  Union  in  relation  to  their  adoption 
into  our  Republic. 

In  another  point  of  view  this  subject  is  still 
more  interesting.  There  is,  perhaps,  no  epoch  to 
be  found  on  the  historic  page,  none  ia  tbe  history 
of  America  ia  which  we  have  been  called  upoa 
to  present  the  thanks  of  the  American  people  to 
a  whole  State.  Louisiana,  the  younaest  daugh* 
ter  of  the  Union,  eompoeed  of  a  popblation  most 
of  whom  had  tasted  of  liberty  but  yesterday ;  it 
had  not  been  their  birthright,  but  such  are  the 
charms  of  liberty  to  a  peojue  who  have  felt  its 
blessings  and  known  its  value,  that,  on  the  ap- 
proaching of  a  fee  to  enslave  them,  the  whole 
population  of  Louisiana  are  bristling  with  the 
bay]onet ;  tbe  old  men,  tbe  exempts,  are  clad  in 
mail,  and  rushing  to  meet  the  foe. 

*<  If  hamanity  shows  to  the  God  of  the  world, 
A  sight  for  his  fatheriv  eye, 
It  is  when  a  people,  with  banner  unflirrd, 
Resolve  fbr  dieir  freedom  to  die." 

Such  a  spectacle  was  presented  by  the  State 
of  Louisiana.  As  we  are  ever  to  expect,  in  so  just 
a  causey  tliey  received  the  benedictions  of  Heaveui 
and,  under  its  benign  influence,  aided  by  their 
feliow^itizens  in  arms,  they  not  only  triumphed 
over  but  almost  exterminated  their  enemy. 

Can  there  be  an  American,  whose  bosom  does 
not  beat  high  with  joy  to  call  Louisiana  a  legiti- 
mate daughter  of  the  Union,  and  hail  her  citizens 
as  brothers  ? 

Is  there  any  part  of  the  American  empire  that 
could  hesitate  ever  hereafter  to  hold  Louisiana  in 
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the  materoal  embrace  of  the  nation ;  to  extend 
to  her  oar  care  and  protection  1 

The  resolutions  were  then  nnanimoasly  passed. 

The  resointion  ezpressire  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  of  the  merits  of  Com- 
modore D.  T.  Patterson,  Major  Daniel  Carmick, 
and  the  officers  and  men  under  their  command, 
were  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  with  ofte  neg- 
ative, (Mr.  McKeb,  of  Kentockf.) 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate.  ^  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  or  the  United  States  of  Ame- 


)i 


nca. 

Mr.  FoRBTTH  moTed  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  se- 
lect committee. 

Mr.  LowHDia  superseded  this  motion,  by  a 
motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely.  He  made 
this  motion^  not  from  any  hostility  to  a  National 
Bank,  wishing,  as  the  gentleman  did,  that  a  Na- 
tional Bank  should  be  established,  but  because 
he  wished  it  to  be  done  at  a  time  and  under  cir- 
cumstances which  would  give  the  House  abilitv 
to  decide  correctly  on  the  subject.  He  believeo, 
he  said,  and  he  was  not  alone  m  that  opinion,  that 
the  present  moment  was  a  most  uofarorable  one 
for  the  establishment  of  a  bank.  It  must  be  known 
that,  long  as  the  subject  of  a  bank  had  been  agi- 
tated, there  had  been  important  differences  of  sen- 
timent as  to  the  principles  of  such  an  institution, 
which  had  been  suppressed  because  of  the  pres- 
sure of  the  tiroes.  Among  other  objections  to 
acting  on  this  subject  at  present,  he  said,  it  was 
no  trifling  one  that  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  by  the  State  banks,  which  every  one 
considered  an  evil,  would  unquestionably  be  |>ro- 
lony^ed  by  it.  In  the  fragment  of  the  session 
which  now  remains,  there  would  not  be  time  to 
enter  into  a  consideration  of  these  points;  and, 
if  there  were  full  time,  the  mere  circumstance  of 
the  new  and  almost  insuperable  difficulties  arising 
from  a  new  state  of  things  which  now  present 
themselves,  ought  to  sugeest  a  reason  for  post- 
ponement. Congress  could  not  now  establish  a 
Dank  half  so  eligible,  or  half  so  durable,  as  they 
could  at  a  future  session. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB  said,  he  was  perfectly  aware  that 
the  subject  of  a  National  Bank  was  attended  with 
great  difficulty  at  this  or  any  other  session ;  but 
his  opinion  was.  that  this  was  the  best  time  for 
an  attempt  of  this  kind.  The  subject  bad  been 
so  much  discussed,  that  he  apprehended  every 
gentleman  was  prepared  to  decide  on  it  without 
much  further  discussion.  It  was  from  a  hope 
that  all  sides  of  the  House  could  now  come  to 
some  understanding,  and  agree  on  the  establish- 
ment of  such  an  institution  as  should  be  not  only 
valuable  to  the  United  States,  but  satisfactory  to 
all  parties,  that  he^ad  now  moved  to  commit  the 
bill,  whicn  he  hoped  would  not  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Mr.  Qaston  conceived  there  would  be  less 
difficulty  in  acting  on  this  subject  at  the  present 
session  than  was  anticipated  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina.    The  subject  has  been  so 


repeatedly  discussed,  that  he  thooght  it  eoold  h 
acted  on  more  advanta|^eously  in  the  soul]  ma 
nam  of  the  present  session  than  in  tbefimiessioi 
of  a  new  Congress,  bringing  together  iodirJdoaJi 
not  acquainted  with  each  others'  riewuid  not 
having  the  advantase  of  hearing  the sBi>jeftfr^ 
quenily  discussed.  Having  alwe^rs  hiafmAj 
to  such  an  institution,  and  belieriog  it  a  impor- 
tant in  peace  as  in  war,  he  hoped  inapehoeBt 
would  be  made  by  referring  this  subject  tucoo- 
mittee,  which,  whether  snccessfalor  DOLwoold 
not  consume  much  time  of  the  Home. 

Messrs.  GaoavENoa,  PicuaiHQ;ifidFmoT, 
also  advocated  the  postpooemeot ;  lod  Mem 
KiLBOUBN,  Fiac  of  Vermont,  CALBouMjiodTii.' 
PAIR,  opposed  it. 

On  the  question  of  postpooemeot,  which  wis 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  rote  stood-yes 
74,  nays  73,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Mesas.  Avoy,  Bsibow,  Btrd,  Binett. 
Baylies  of  MMsschnsstlsb  Bigsloir,  haji  Bndboj, 
Brigham,  Champioo»  CUIcj,  Ckploo,  CMper,  Gnt- 
ford,  Cnthberi,  Davenport,  Dssbs,  Elj,  Eppe^  F^ 
roWy  Franklin,  Geddes,  Olssgow,  Goodw jn,  Gmnvr. 
Hale«  Hell,  Hasbioacfc,  Hswes,  Hsadenoo,  Holbfli, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island«  Johnson  of  Kentnckj.lis' 
nedj,  Kent  of  New  Yoik,  King  of  Mssnchoiett,  Liv, 
Lowndes,  Msoon,  Marken,  McKeeyMontgofflq.Xw- 
ley,  Nebon,  Omsby,  Picksring,  Pitkin,  Potts,  l^ 
Reed,  Wm.  Reed,  Roane,  RagyleSfSchiiremUiSq^ 
Sheffey,   Shipherd,  Slaymsker,  Smitk  of  Net  T«i 
Stanfivd,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Tsggsit,Thompno,1H 
Voee,  Ward  of  MaflsachusetH^  Ward  of  N<v  JcMf. 
Wheaton,  White,  Wifeoz,  Wiilkmf,  WiiMtfNtf- 
sachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wright  .    ' 

Nats— Messrs.  Alston,  Andenso,  Bajljofripiiit 
Bines,  Bowen,  Brsckenridgs,  Brows,  B8tkr,Cip«»> 
Calhoun,  Cannon,  ClendcniB,  OmM^  Cem 
Cos,  Creighton,  Craneh,  Cn^cpcr,  IMI.  ^ 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Veraion^  Fidi  of  If f  M/«^ 
ney,  Fo»yth,  Gaston,  Ghoison,  Gooriii^  (^  ^• 
son,  Hawkins,  Hubbard,  HangeiM  k0^^' 
ham,  Jackson  of  Viiginia,  Kent  of  JhiylM  W 
Kershaw,  KUboum,  Leflsrts,  Loss.  Ui^J^V^ 
McCoy,  McLean,  Moon,  Morfree,  KeiitiA,Jii»> 
Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasanti,  ^^,^^ 
Taoia,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Riflgg<^jT 
son.  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Vt^i"^^' 
Sturges,  TannehiU,  Taylor.  Tellsir,  Odrw,  wiw 
of  PennsylTaaia,  Wood,  and  Ysncoj. 

So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  posipooed. 

Some  time  was  spent  in  Coid0iU<«  of » 
Whole  on  the  bill  respecting  the  eoinpeD|«ii«* 
collectors  of  Mxes,  4c.,  and  some  mttcrialtiB^ 
ments  hairing  been  mored  to  iu  dctiils*  n  ^ 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  .  .^ 

The  remainder  of  the  day  wai  i^ot  u^* 
mittee  on  the  bill  respecting  post  omen- 


Satuboat,  Februarf  18. 
Mr.  Eppbb,  from  the  Committee  of  WiJjJ 
Means,  reported  the  bill  from  the  SeDii<J  S 
low  a  drawback  of  duties  on  «pi"<^  5''"!j^ . 
certain  goods,  wares,  and  mcrchaodise,  o^ 
tured  within  the  United  Stites, on  the T^ 
tiott  thereof  to  any  foreign  port  or  plice,  ^^ 
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ameDdment;  tnd  the  bill  wta  committad  to  « 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  K^  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Frazer,  and  the 
represeatatives  of  Charles  EccIestoD ;  which  was 
read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  K.  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam P.  Bennett,  of  the  State  of  New  York ; 
which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CuLPSPfiR  ftobmitted  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolution ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table : 

It  being  a  duty  pecoliariy  ineambent,  in  a  time  of 
public  cftlamity  and  wsr,  hnmblj  and  derontlj  to  ae- 
knowledge  our  denendenoe  on  Almighty  God»  and  to 
implore  his  sid  and  protection ;  and,  in  times  of  deliv- 
erance and  prosperity,  to  manifest  our  deep  and  undis- 
sembled  gratitude  to  the  Almighty  SoYsreign  of  the 
Universe:  Therefora, 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Houeeof  tUpreeenUUivee 
o/*  the  Vniiea  States  of  America,  in  Congreae  aeeem' 
tied.  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  request  that 
he  recommend  a  day  of  thanksginng,  to  be  observed 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States  with  religious  so- 
lemnity, and  the  oflering  of  devout  acknowledgments 
to  God  for  his  mercies,  and  in  prayer  for  the  continu- 
ance of  his  blessings. 

An  engrossed  bill  granting  a  donation  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  to  Anthony 
Shane,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Hal- 
lowell  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  to  authorize  a  donation 
of  land  to  persons  emoloyed  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  enemy,  who  shall  come  within  the 
United  States  and  claim  the  protection  of  the 
Government  thereof,  and  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  farther  defence  of  the  frontiers  of  the  United 
States  by  authorizing  the  President  to  augment 
the  Military  Establishment,  be  postponed  inde- 
finitely. 

Oraered,  That  the  resolution  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  Cooeress  of  the  gallantry  and  good  con- 
duet  with  which  the  reputation  of  the  arms  of 
the  United  States  has  been  sustained  by  Major 
General  Jackson,  and  the  officers  and  men  under 
his  command,  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua 
Sands.  The  bill  was  reported  with  an  amend- 
ment \  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and 
the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossea,  and  read  the 
third  time  on  Monday  n^xt. 

The  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post 
roads,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Wholoi 
and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Nimmo,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  and  read  a  third  tioie,  and 
passed  accordingly. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pasaed  the  hill  **for  the  w 


lief  of  Isaac  Smith  and  Bratton  Caldwell.''  And 
they  have  passed  a  bill  *^  to  authorize  the  settle* 
ment  and  payment  of  certain  claims  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  militia;"  in  which  they  ask  the  coo* 
curreoce  of  this  Houite. 

NATIONAL  OBSERVATORY. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  tcwhom  was 
referred,  on  the  second  instant,  the  petition  of 
William  Lambert,  and  other  documents  relating 
to  the  establishment  of  a  first  meridian  for  the 
United  States,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read, 
and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was  amend- 
ed^ nd  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  reasons  detailed  in  the  said  reports  ap* 
pearing  to  be  well  founded,  your  committee  nave  no 
hesitation  in  declaring  their  full  assent  to  them.  It  is 
also  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  memorialist  ought  to  be  carried  mto 
complete  eflBsct,  whenever  attention  to  objects  of  a 
pressing  nature  and  more  immediate  importance  to  the 
wellare  of  oor  country  will  permit,  by  the  erection  of  a 
national  observatory,  and  providing  suitable  tnstna* 
ments  and  apparatus  at  the  public  expense,  to  enable 
skiUul  persons  to  deteimiae  the  places  of  the  moon, 
planets,  and  other  heavenly  bodies  with  sufficient  ac* 
carai^,  by  repeated  and  careful  observations  of  the 
times  of  their  transit  over  the  meridian  of  the  pla«e» 

It  further  appears  that  the  memorialist  has  made 
calculatbns,  in  addition  to  those  presented  to  this 
House  in  the  month  of  December,  1809,  from  data  af- 
forded bv  the  occoltations  of  two  fixed  stars  bv  the 
moon,  which  happened  in  January,  1793,  and  Janu- 
ary, 1813 ;  also,  from  the  eztemaf  and  internal  con- 
tacts of  the  sun  and  moon,  in  an  annular  solar  eclipse 
on  the  17th  of  September,  1811,  which  have  all  been 
referred  to  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Washington ; 
and  that  the  mean  result  of  the  longitude  is  found  to 
be  neariy  76^  bftf  W,  or  five  hours  seven  minutes  and 
ibrty-thrse  seconds  in  time  west  of  Greenwich  obsenra- 
Unr,  in  England. 

It  has  been  rsprseented  that  astronomical  calcnla- 
taons  subeeqnent  to  the  cleae  of  the  year  181S,  can  be 
depended  upon  with  greater  assurance  of  the  accuracy 
of  their  results  than  beibre  that  period,  in  consequence 
of  the  publication  and  introduction  into  use  of  im- 
proved solar  and  lunar  tables,  constructed  by  M.  de 
Lambre,'  of  Paris,  in  France,  and  introduction  into 
use  of  improved  solar  and  lunar  tables,  constructed  by 
M.  de  Lambre,  of  Paris,  in  France,  and  M.  Burg*  oi 
Vienna,  in  Germany.  This  ctrenmstance  will  suggest 
the  propriety  of  authorizing  additional  experiments  to 
be  made,  by  approved  methods  of  computation,  to  test 
the  accuracy  of^the  result  found  by  William  Lambert. 
Under  thb  impression,  the  committee  submit  to  the 
House  the  following  resolution : 

Beaohedj  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
rsqoested  to  cause  such  fhrther  observations  to  be 
made  by  competent  persons  residing  at  the  seat  of  the 
National  Government  as  may  be  deemed  most  proper 
to  determuM  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  City 
of  Washington,  with  the  greatest  praetieable  degree  of 
exactnem,  and  that  the  data,  with  abstiacta  of  the  cal- 
culations, and  the  rseulU  founded  thereon,  be  laid  be- 
fore Congress  at  their  next  session. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  the 
discussion  of  the  bill  declaratory  of  the  powers  of 
the  L^islatareof  the  Indiana  Terntoty ;  several 
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mopositioDs  to  aneod  and  postpone  it  were  re- 

Seted,  bat,  before  getting  through  the  bill,  Che 
OQse  adjourned. 

Monday,  February  20. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a  petition  of  William 
Thornton,  Superintendent  or  the  Patent  Office, 
praying  for  an  increase  of  compensation,  and  that 
letters  and  communications  to  and  from  that  office 
may  not  be  charged  with  postage. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Inoebsoll,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  better  organization 
of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States  within  the 
State  of  New  York ;"  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
to-morro,w. 

Mr.  BowEN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  con- 
cerning iaralid  pensioners;  which  wasread  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^  to  authorize  the 
aettlement  and  payment  of  certain  claims  for  the 
serrices  of  the  militia,"  was  read  the  first  time, 
and,  on  motion,  the  said  bill  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  declaratory  of  the  powers  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Territory  of  Illinois :  whereupon,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrosaed  bill  for  the  reliefof  Joshua  Sands 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  Mr.  Rioh's  resolution 
for  classifying  persons  liable  to  the  direct  tax, 
and  allowing  them  to  furnish  soldiers  in  lieu  of 
the  same,  was,  on  motion  of  its  author,  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

A  messaffe  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity  between  the  United 
States  and  His  Britannic  Majesty,  which  was 
signed  by  the  Commissioners  of  both  parties  at 
Ghent,  on  the  24th  December,  1814,  and  the  rati- 
fications of  which  have  been  duly  exchanged.— 
The  Message  was  read,  and  5,000  copies  of  the 
Message  and  Treaty  ordered  to  be  printed.  [See 
Senate  proceedings,  anie^  p.  255,  for  the  Message.] 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  to  amend 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Qovern- 
ment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  lay- 
ing a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  States,  and  to 
provide  for  assessing  and  collecting  the 'same;'' 
and  the  act,  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  addi- 
tional revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  €h>- 
vernment,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by 
laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  and  on  gold 
and  silver  watches,'' with  amendments;  and  they 
have  passed  a  bill,  "  increasing  the  compensation 


allowed  to  iIm  Seifennl-nt-Aims  of  the  Senate  f 
in  which  amendments  an4  bill  they  ask  the  coa- 
cttrrence  of  this  Honst. 

MILITART  AND  CRE£K  LAND& 

Mr.  Habris  moved  the  adoptioa  of  the  foUow- 
ing  resolution: 

Reeehed,  That  the  Camnittee  on  the  PaUie  Lsads 
be  instmcAed  to  report  a  bill  with  prorimai  fat  hsWog 
the  boundary  lines  of  the  lands  ceded  to  tbs  United 
States  by  the  Creek  Treaty,  recently  ratified,  ras  tnd 
marked>  and  having  the  same  laid  off  into  aratei  and 
qnarter-sections^  preparatory  to  the  sale  thereof  tad 
for  making  an  appropriation  for  defrnyiog  tiie  cxpasn 
incident  thereto. 

Mr.  HuMPHBBTS  remarked,  that  there  was  al- 
ready in  existence  a  general  ln%r  nothoriziiig  tkc 
laying  off  of  lands,  d^.,  and  that  so  nanch  of  tkn 
resolve  as  embraced  that  object  vms  tianeeessary; 
an  appropriation  of  money  only  was  oceessarj  tfl 
enable  the  President  to  carry  the  lav  into  emct. 

Mr.  Habbis  said,  that,  although  there  might  be 
soeh  a  law  as  his  eolleagve  biMl  described,  it  wu 
proper  that  the  land  in  question  shoald  be  imaie- 
diatelylaid  off;  and  ns^  a  naniiherof  argamean 
to  show  that  the  neople  of  Tennessee,  who  hei 
conquered  these  lanos  for  the  fJntted  Steies, 
should,  as  soon  as  possible,  have  access  to  the  in- 
ters of  Mobile,  which  could  only  be  obtaiaedby 
a  sale  and  settlement  of  the  lands  feceaily  ac- 
quired, dbc. 

Mr.  McKsB  said,  that,  as  soon  as  the  treaty  witk 
the  Indians  was  proclaimed,  the  Committee  on  tke 
Public  Lands  had  turned  their  attention  to  this 
subject,  and,  on  examination,  had  foand  that  oo 
legal  provision  was  necessary  to  the  layiag  oC 
and  surveying  of  these  lands,  and  that  an  appro- 
priation of  money  only  vras  necessary  for  i^ 
purpose.  In  answer  to  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Qeneral  Land  OiSee  oa  the 
subject,  Mr.  McK.  said  he  had  been  in  formed  it 
was  first  necessary  that  the  boundaries  of  the  la* 
dian  lands,  and  those  of  the  Untied  States,  shoafd 
be  first  surveyed  and  marked,  before  the  \ands 
were  laid  off.  To  enable  the  Government  to  pro- 
ceed in  it.  an  appropriation  of  money  only  was 
necessary. 

Mr.  HuMPHBBTS  said,  that,  as  respected  the  set- 
tlement of  the  Creek  territory,  it  was  imporiant 
not  only  to  the  people  of  Tennessee,  hot  to  the 
United  States,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  ioter^ 
course  between  the  United  States  and  Louisiioi, 
and  to  eive  security  to  the  frontier,  and  cut  on 
the  influence  of  the  Spanish  GK>vernment  and 
British  traders  over  that  country.  Bat,  as  noth- 
ing more  than  an  appropriation  for  the  expeoses 
of  survey  was  necessary  to  that  object,  he  mored 
to  amend  Mr.  Harbis's  motion,  so  as  to  reid  as 
follows : 

Reeohtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Metfs 
be  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  necessity  and  expaf* 
ency  of  making  an  appropriation  of  money  to  meettfit 
expenses  of  surveying  and  laying  off  the  j^Ssrj 
bounty  lands^  and  the  lands  lately  ceded  by  the  O^ 
Indians  to  the  United  States^  in  the  Treaty  sffnt 
Jackson^  in  order  to  the  settlement  thei«of  by  tk  dti- 
aans  of  the  United  Stilsa. 
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Thia  BOlioa  was  oppostd  by  Mt.  Habris.  He 
coDleodcci  for  the  propriety  of  a  Bpeewl  Uw  oo 
the  subject,  whieh  should  define  the  doty  of  the 
Execotire,  in  this  respect,  beyond  doubt.  The 
Preajdeot  now  possessed  authority  to  act  on  the 
subjeet.  it  was  trae,  but  he  might  not  conceive  the 
law  obligatory  as  to  these  lands,  unless  Congress 
gave  special  direction  in  regard  to  them.  The 
importance  of  the  object  was  such,  that  be  was  not 
willing  to  leave  anything  to  construction  or  un- 
certainty. 

Mr.  McEjsb  again  contended  that  po  further 
provision  than  an  appropriation  was  necessary, 
unless  it  was  intended  to  impose  a  penalty  on  the 
Executive  for  a  failure  to  exerciae  the  authority 
in  this  respect  vested  in  him  by  a  general  law. 

Mr.  HuMPBRBYs'  amendment  prevailed ;  and, 
as  amended,  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WIDOW  OF  ELBRIBGfE  GERR7. 

The  order  of  the  day  having  been  called  for  by 
Mr.  FiSK,  of  New  York,  on  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  **  authorizing  payment  to  the  widow  of 
Elbridge  Gerry,  late  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  such  salarv  as  would  have  been  paya- 
able  to  him  during  ine  remainder  of  his  term  of 
service,  had  he  so  long  lived,'' 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  EppE8,to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  thereof  indefinitely. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  Eppeb,  Cannon,  Potter,  Taylor,  Gros- 
VENOR,  Sheffey,  and  Pickering,  advocated  the 

gostponement ;  and  Messrs.  Fibk  of  New  York, 
fcKiM,  Fibk  of  Vermont,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
HuLBBBT,  Wriobt,  and  Oaki«by,  opposed  it. 

The  debate  was  one  of  some  interest.  The 
general  principle  asserted  by  those  opposed  to  the 
bill,  was  the  impropriety  of  setting  a  precedent  of 
pensions  for  civil  services,  which  would  entail  on 
the  United  States  the  evils  so  grievously  felt  in 
despotic  Governments,  from  the  same  source. 
The  bill  was  advocated  on  the  ground  of  respect 
for  the  services  of  the  deceased  patriot  and  public 
servant,  whose  family  was  by  his  decease  placed 
in  a  state  of  absolute  dependence. 

The  Question  on  postponement  was  at  length 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays — for  postponement  86, 
against  it  44,  as  follows: 

YxAs — ^MeMBTs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Aveiy,  Barnett, 
Brown,  Gaperton,  Cannon,  Champion,  Cillej,  Clan- 
denin,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conaid,  Cooper, 
Crawford,  Cronch,  Colpeper,  Davenport,  Desha,  Dn- 
vail,  Ely>  £ppe«y  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Oholson, 
Glasgow,  Goldsborongh,  Cioodwyn,  Grosvanor,  Hala, 
HalU  Harris,  Hawes,  Henderson,  Humphreys,  Hu»- 
gerford,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kilbonni,  HLing  of  Maasaohu- 
setts.  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Le^Brts,  Lewi^ 
Lovett,  Lyle,  Macon,  Markell,  McLean,  Montgomeiy, 
Moseley,  Ncdson,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Piper, 
Pitkin,  Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennes- 
see, Rich,  Sage,  Schoreman,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sher- 
wood, Shipherd,  Slavmaker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong, 
Storgest  Taggart,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Troup,  Udree, 
Voee,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Winter, 
and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Bard,  Baylies  of  Mas- 
sachuaetts,  Bigelow,  Bines,  Boyd,  Biat&vry,  Bri|^iam, 


Cox,  Creii^iton,  Fanow,  Fiak  of  Vermont,  Fiak  of 
New  York,  Qoosdin,  Hanaon,  Hasbrouck,  Hopkiaa  of 
Keatneky,  Habbaid,  Hnlbart,  IngersoU,  Jackson  eC 
Rhode  Iriand,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  Yoik, 
Kent  of  Maiyland,  Kershaw,  MeKim,  Moore,  Mnrfrea, 
Oakley,  Pariier,  Pleasants,  Riaggold,  Roane,  Robeti- 
flon,  Sevier,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Penn.,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Stuart,  Thompson,  Wilson  of  Massachu- 
setts, Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  and  Wright, 

So  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed — in  other 
words,  rejected. 

The  remainder  of  the  sitting  was  occupied  on 
Mr.  Kilbodrn's  bill  to  provide,  by  encouraging 
actual  settlement,  for  the  protection  of  the  North- 
western frontier ;  which  was,  in  the  end,  indefi- 
nitely postponed* 

TuEaoAY,  February  21. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  ^  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  pub- 
lic credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United 
States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  collecting 
the  same;^  and,  *^lhe  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  pro- 
vide additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  Government,  and  maintaining  the  pub- 
lic credit,  by  laying  dnties  on  household  furni- 
ture, and  on  gold  and  silver  watches  $''  were  read, 
and '  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amend- 
ment of  this  House  to  the  ^  resolution  expres- 
sive of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  and  the  troops  under  his  command^ 
for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  de- 
fence of  New  Orleans ;"  except  so  much  thereof 
as  strikes  out  the  word  "  immediate,"  in  the  third 
line  of  the  first  rasoioUoa* 

The  House  pioeeeded  to  eonuder  the  said  mes- 
sage: Whereupon,  it  vaa  resolved,  that  this  House 
inaut  on  that  patt  of  their  ameadmeot  to  the 
resolutioas  albceaatd,  to  whieh  the  Senate  have 
disagreed. 

Ordered^  That  the  Clerk  do  acquaint  the  Sen- 
ate theiewith. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "^  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1815,"  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
They  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  that  part  of 
the  amendment  of  this  House  to  the  "resolutions 
expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major 
General  Jackson  and  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the 
defence  of  New  Orleans,"  to  which  they  disa- 
greed, and  which  have  been  insisted  upon  by 
this  House. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill  "to  authorize  the 
issuing  of  Treasury  notes  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1816,"  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Military  ^on^niUtee,  re- 
ported sundry  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense 
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entertatoed  by  Congest  of  the  galkotry  and 
good  conduet,  with  whieh  the  repatmtion  of  the 
arms  of  the  United  States  hate  been  sustained 
doringf  the  late  war  bf  certain  officers  therein 
oamed-— (including  many  militia  officers,  and 
several  field  officers  who  hare  fallen  in  the  ser- 
vice.) The  resolutions  were  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  same  committee,  to  whom  resolu- 
tions of  a  similar  character,  reported  by  that 
eommittee,  have  been  referred. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  bet- 
ter organization  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
within  the  State  of  New  York,  was  read  a  third 
time,  passed^  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  increase  the  com- 
pensation of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate, 
was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  declaratory  of  the  powers  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  lUinoik  Territory,  which,  after  the  prop- 
osition of  other  amendments  thereto,  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  to-morrow. 

The  bill  fixing  the  compensation,  dbc.,  of  col- 
lectors of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  was 
further  debated  and  amended,  and  then  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

DAY  OF  THANK80IVIN0. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cdlfeper,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  him  a  day  or  two  ago,  which  is  in  the 
following  words : 

« It  being  s  duty  Deculisrlv  incumbent  in  a  time  of 
pubUe  aUamity  ana  war,  kumbfy  and  devoutly  to 
acknowledge  our  dependence  on  Almighty  God^  and 
to  implore  hie  aid  and  protection,-  and,  m  times  of 
deliverance  end  prosperity,  to  manifest  our  deep  and 
vndissemhled  gratitude  to  the  Almighty  Sovereign  of 
the  Universe : 

**Re&oked,  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  R^treeen* 
lalwes  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Congreoe 
aoeembted^  That  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses 
wait  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  re- 
quest that  he  reoommend  a  day  of  thanksgiving,  to  be 
observed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States  with  reii- 
gioas  solemnity  and  the  offering  of  devout  acknowl- 
edgments to  Ood  for  his  mercies,  and  in  prayers  to 
him  for  a  oontinusnoe  of  his  blessingB." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rbba,  the  resolution  was 
amended  in  iu  preamble,  by  striking  out  the 
words  in  italic,  and  thus  amended,  the  resolution 
was,  after  some  conversation  as  to  the  preamble, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading ;  and, 
being  accordingly  subsequently  read  a  third  time, 
was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  select  committee 
to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

BRITISH  AND  INDIAN  DEPREDATIONS. 

Mr.  Lattimorb,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  21st  ultimo,  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  rel- 
ative to  lodian  depredations,  made  a  report; 
which  was  read,  as  tullows : 

The  memorialists  state,  that,  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  above-mentioned  Territory,  great  losses  have  been 
sustained  from  the  wanton  and  unwarranted  depreda- 


tions of  the  Oieeka ;  ftrwUdi  tlMf^ 

tion  k  due  to  the  snlEMrenout  of  Use 

been  ceded  by  the  treaty  lately  coodade^  wiiii  tiist 

nation  of  Indians  to  the  United  States*  and  nay  thst 

a  board  of  oommissionerB  may  be  fnetitntfJ  ior  the 

purpose  of  ascertaining  aneh  looses^  suid  wdtk  a  new 

to  such  reparation. 

Tour  committee  have  no  donbt  that  the  lemes  sus- 
tained by  the  inhabitanto  of  this  aectkm  ef  ^  eonn- 
tiy  are  great,  and  that  their  snfieriDga  baia  been  se- 
vere ;  but,  conceiving  that  other  cases   laaj  faraidi 
claims  to  reparation,  thsj  are  of  opiniosi  that  say  pro- 
ceeding on  the  subject  should  not  be  partial  ia  in  db- 
jeet  or  eflfocL    Abetaining  from  all  leoMriEB  sststhe 
importent  and  extensive  principle  wbich  this  svkjed 
involves,  your  committee   bdieve  that  it  vroaU  be 
proper  to  ascertain,  without  nnneoeseaiy  delay,  il 
such  losses^  whether  from  English  or  Indian  deprel^ 
tions,  as  may  hereafter  claim  the  attesition  of  Gsa- 
gress,  when  the  general  ^cstion  of  indemnity  a^ 
come  before  them ;  and  in  this  view  of  the  snijcct,  sad 
also  with  due  regard  to  the  particQiar  ease  prsscnted 
fay  the  memorialists,  they  offer  the  ioDowing  icsohitioe 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House: 

Heooloed,  That  the  President  of  the  Unilsd  Stsia 
be  requested  to  take  sudi  measures  as  may  be  coave- 
nient  lor  the  purpose  of  obtaining  satia£sctory  ondeaet 
of  all  losses  of  property  whidi  have  been  ■ni**^**^  in 
consequence  of  the  depredations  of  the  BritM  or  In- 
dians, or  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  danag 
the  late  war ;  and  that  the  memorial  above  oonadend 
be  transmitted  to  him  for  his  information  on  the  fs)^ 
ject  to  which  it  relates. 

On  the  question  of  concorrenee  in  said  rearfii- 
tion.  a  desultory  debate  took  plaee,  which  esM 
in  laying  the  report  on  the  tabie-*tbe  piaeipal 
argument  for  this  coarse  being  the  propriety  «  so 
amending  it  as  to  limit  it  to  depredations  coo- 
trary  to  the  laws  and  oulkgea  of  war,  which,  it 
appeared  to  be  admitted,  ought  to  be  a  sobject  of 
amicable  discussion  and  settlement  between  the 
two  Governments. 


Wednesdat,  February  22. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  from 
this  House  with  the  followiog  titles:  *'An  act  for 
the  regulation  of  the  courts  of  justice  of  Indi- 
ana;" and  *'An  act  giving  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion in  the  purchase  of  lands  to  certain  settlers 
in  the  Indiana  Territory,''  with  amendments. 
And  they  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles:  '^An  act  authorizing  the  discham  of  Ed- 
ward Martin  from  imprisonment  ;''**An  act  for 
the  better  temporary  accommodation  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress ;"  and  ^'An  act  to  repeal  cer- 
tain acts  therem  mentioned ;"  in  which  amend- 
ments and  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thoass 
Spriffff;  which  passed  through  a  Coiomitteeef 
the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  eoffrossed^sad 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commitiee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
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SaT«g«  and  olhen.  The  bill  was  reported  to  tlie 
Hoaee  aod  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  tbe 
third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McKbe,  of  Kentuekf ,  reported  a  bill  ao- 
tb ortziog  the  sale  of  lands  which  may  hereafter 
be  forfeited  within  the  Jefferson  Land  District  at 
the  land  office  for  said  district  (merely  declar- 
ing the  place  where  such  sales  shall  take  place.) 
The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  act  to  fix  the  compensation  aod  increase 
the  responsibility  of  the  collectors  of  the  direct 
tax,  dte.,  and  for  other  purposes  connected  there- 
with, was  announced  tor' a  third  reading.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Fisk  of  New  York,  supported  by 
Mr.  Jackson  of  Virginia^be  bill  was  recommit- 
ted to  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  aod  Means. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  he  built  one  or  more  floating 
batteries  for  tbe  defence  of  the  waters  of  the 
United  Slates,  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of  A.  B. 
Ross  from  his  imprisonment  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
enirrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  or  land  titles  in  the  Stait  of  Louisiana 
and  Territory  of  Missouri,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading;  as  also  did  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  T.  Bennett,  of  the  State 
of  New  York. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Frazer,  and 
the  representatives  of  Charles  Eccleston,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "concerning  tbe 
field  officers  of  the  militia,*^  was  postponed  indefi- 
nitely. 

TREA8UKY  NOTES. 

Mr.  Eppbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  'a  report  recommending  an  agree- 
ment to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
Treasury  note  bill. 

The  bill,  as  it  went  from  this  House,  provided 
that  those  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued  bearing  no 
interest  should  be  fundable  at  eight  per  cent., 
and  those  bearing  interest  at  seven  per  cent.  The 
Senate  propose  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  that  the 
notes  bearing  no  interest  shall  be  fundable  at 
seven  oer  cent.,  and  those  bearing  interest  shall 
be  fuDoable  at  six  per  cent. 

Mr.  E.  said,  that,  as  the  state  of  war  had  ceased 
since  the  bill  passed  this  House,  and  the  state  of 
peace  would  probably  appreciate  the  value  of 
tbe  public  securities,  it  was  supposed  tbe  interest 
proposed  by  the  Senate  would  be  sufficient. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Trodp,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  fixing  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment  of  tbe  United  States. 

[Tbe  bill  provides  that  tbe  Military  Peace 
Esublishment  shall  consist  of  sueh  proportions 


of  artillery,  infantry,  and  riflemen,  not  exceeding 
in  the  whole  ten  thousand  men,  as  the  President 
shall  think  proper;  the  corps  of  engineers  to  be 
retained.  'The  general  officers  to  consist  of  two 
Major  Generals  and  four  Brigadier  Ghenerals. 
The  President  to  cause  selections  to  be  made  of 
officers  from  the  existing  force,  and  to  cause  the 
supernumerary  officers  to  be  discharged  as  soon 
as  circumstances  shall  permit.  Three  months 
pay  to  be  given  to  each  officer,  ^.,  so  honorably 
discharged,  and,  in  addition,  to  each  officer  a  do- 
nation of  land ;  two  tho05and  five  huodred  acres 
to  a  Major  General,  ^.;  six  hundred  and  forty  to 
a  Captain,  four  hundred  and  eighty  to  a  subal- 
tern. To  each  private,  also,  an  additional  dona- 
tion of  one  huodred  and  sixtv  acres  of  land,  pro- 
vided the  whole  quantity  of  land  such  private 
receives  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  The  bill  also  proposes  to  regulate 
the  future  organixation  tif  the  Army.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

ESTIMATED  REVENUE. 

Mr.  Eppbs  laid  on  the  table  the  following  le^ 
ter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 

TmsAsvmT  DBVAmraswr,  Feb.  SO,  1815.' 
8ia :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yoar  letter,  dated  the  15th  instant,  which,  in  oonse- 
qnenee  of  the  termination  of  the  war,  requests,  in  be- 
half of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  *<a  view  of 
the  probsMe  receiDti  from  imports  and  tonnage  during 
the  year  1815,  ano  any  other  information  that  may  ena- 
ble tlM  committee  to  decide  on  the  messnres  necessair 
to  meet  the  unexpected  and  fortunate  change  whi^ 
peace  must  produce  in  the  resources  of  the  United 
States."  It  has  hitherto  been  my  ardnous  and  painful 
employment,  to  suggest  to  your  consideration  mea^ 
nres  for  relieving  Uie  embamsements  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a  view  to  the  expenditures  of  a  protracted  war ; 
and  yon  will  readily  believe  that,  on  every  account, 
personal  as  well  as  public,  I  join  you  most  sincerely  in 
rejoicing  at  an  event  whkh  brmgs  with  it  an  imniedi* 
ate  alleviation  of  the  pressure  upon  the  Department*  as 
well  as  a  general  assurance  of  natioaal  honor  and  pree- 
parity* 

The  oljeels  vrhieh  claimed  tbe  attention  of  tbe  com- 
mittee in  my  former  commnnieation,  were,  1st.  The 
sUte  of  the  public  crsdit;  Sid.  The  state  of  the  careop 
lating  medium ;  and,  8d.  The  ways  and  means  to  de- 
fray the  various  expenses  of  the  Government. 

1.  The  public  credit  was  depressed  during  the  war, 
owing  to  several  cansas  that  must  now  cease  to  eper* 
ate.  All  the  circumstancas,  internal  and  external^ 
vrhieh  wars  calculated  to  exdta  donbl  as  to  tbe  dura- 
tion, or  as  to  the  issue  of  the  oontest,  in  the  minds  of 
the  cauttous  and  the  timid,  have  passed  away,  and,  in 
their  place,  the  proofs  of  confidenee  begin  already  to 
appear,  with  practical  advantage.  While  it  was  donbt- 
fol  to  what  extent  the  public  exigencies  would  require 
the  aid  of  loane,  those  persons  who  retained  the  means 
of  lending  either  feared,  or  afiectcd  to  foar,  the  eventual 
security  of  the  Government;  and  even  Uie  exempUrv 
display  of  the  national  resonrees,  which  has  been  made 
during  the  present  session  of  Congreae,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  publio  creditors,  was  cnruiledof  iu  natural  ef- 
foct  in  the  resuscitation  of  public  ewoit,  by  theconn, 
inlluenoe  of  causes  whieh  U  U  tmneeeaaaxy 
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to  fpecil^*  Bnt  whan  the  whuAe  uuNuit  of  tiio  pvUic 
debt  ineorred  during  the  wor  ie  fixed  and  aecertaincd ; 
when  it  is  known  that  ample  provinon  ii  made  for  the 
pnnctoal  payment  of  the  inteieet,  and  for  the  gradnal 
exttngttiflhnient  of  the  principal  of  the  debt ;  and  when, 
above  all,  it  ii  aeen  that  Congieai  vt  inflexible  in  its  ad- 
herenee  to  the  faith  and  policj  of  the  Legislative 
pledges,  the  public  credit  of  the  United  States  will  stand 
upon  a  basis  the  most  durable  and  the  most  honorable. 

2.  The  difficulties  of  the  national  circulating  me- 
dium remain,  however,  to  be  encountered,  under  dr- 
cumstanoes  which  the  Government  cannot  control. 
The  efiects  of  the  peace  will  certaiolj  restore  a  metal- 
lic medium;  but,  until  that  result  be  produced,  the 
only  resource  for  all  the  pecuniary^  transactions  of  the 
Treasury,  as  well  as  of  individuals,  will  be  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes,  and  the  notes  of  the  State  banks.  If, 
indeed,  the  State  banks  were  soon  to  resume  their  pay- 
ments in  specie ;  or  if  they  were  again  to  give  credit 
and  circulation  to  the  notes  of  each  odier  thronghout 
the  United  States;  and  if 'they  were,  moreover,  able 
and  willing  to  aeeommodate  the  fiscal  views  of  the 
Government,  (which  I  do  not  permit  myeelf  lor  a  mo- 
ment to  doubt,)  a  total  dependence  upon  those  institu- 
tions, however  impofitic  in  the  abstract,  would  be  prac- 
tically safe  and  benefieiaL  Bat  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
tiie  notes  of  the  State  banks  shall  eontinne  limited,  in 
eircalation  and  use,  to  the  city,  the  town,  or  the  State, 
in  whidi  they  are  issued,  it  must  be  obvious  that  they 
cannot  answer  the  purposes  of  a  national  mediom ;  and 
that  the  receipt  of  such  notes,  in  payments  finr  duties 
of  import,  or  national  daties»  will  oonvect  the  public 
revenue,  which  is  destined  Ibr  general  uses  abroad  as 
well  as  at  home,  into  a  local  fiind,  that  may  not  be 
wanted  where  it  exists,  and  cannot  be  applied  when 
it  is  wsnted.  It  is,  nevertheless,  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  obviate,  in  a  considerable  degree,  this  diffi- 
culty, by  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  reasonable  rate 
of  exchange^  upon  the  transfer  of  its  revenue,  from  the 
places  of  collection  and  deposite  to  the  places  of  de- 
mand and  employment;  and  I  respectfully  recommend 
the  expedient  to  the  consideration  of  tho  Coounittee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  alternative^  or  concunent  resource  of  Treasnry 
notes,  for  a  national  circulating  medium,  hie,  on  other 
ooetsions,  been  conridersd.  The  secuii^  of  the  Gov- 
ernment must  always,  upon  every  reasonable  and  cas- 
dld  estimate,  be  deemed  superior  to  theseenrity  of  any 
private  corporation ;  and  so  fiu  as  Treasury  notss  bear 
an  interest,  and  are  receivable  in  the  payment  of  dn- 
ties  and  taxes,  they  am  evidently  more  imlnable  than 
bank  notes^  which  do  not  possess  those  ehamteristies. 
But  the  machinery  of  a  bank  is  calculated  to  give  an 
>  impnloB  and  directien  to  its  issoee  of  raper  vrhidi  can- 
.  not  be  imMurted  by  the  fimne  of  the  Treasury,  or  any 
merely  official  institution,  to  the  paper  of  the  Govern- 
ment. In  the  operations  of  a  bank,  too,  the  fiuulilies 
of  bank  credit  supply  the  |daoe,  in  a  very  important 
degree,  of  the  issues  of  notee;  so  that  a  bank  loan  of 
•thirty  millions  of  dollain,  fer  instance, would,  probably, 
lequire  no  greater  issue  than  six  millions  of  dollats  in 
notes.  On  the  contrary,  the  vrhole  amount  of  whatever 
smn .is  to  be  raised  by  sn  issue  of  Treasury  notee,  must 
be  aotuaUy  sent,  in  the  form  of  Treasury  notes,  into  the 
market,  through  the  various  channels  of  credit  or  de- 
mand. It  is,  however,  to  be  admitted,  that  an  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  not  greatly  exceeding  in  amount  the 
demand  created  for  them  by  the  duties  and  taxes,  for 
which  they  ase  receivable,  can  be  nnniuiyy  sqatained; 


bnt  if  the  amount  exceeds,  or  even  an«nls,  the  wmoot 
of  that  demand,  the  revenue  wnM  gcnennlly  be  sbsorbri 
bj  the  notes  before  it  readies  the  Tpennaiy.  The  balder 
of  the  Treesury  notes  being  than  paid  in  fnfemetr 
and  often  to  the  exclusion  of  every  other  psbfir  cred- 
itor, and  the  other  Inranches  of  the  pobfic  sanies  Mag 
thus  deprived  of  the  contemplated  nfteans  In  thsr  sap- 
port. 

It  is  proper  here  to  observe,  thsit  the  nctadnns  of 
Treasury  notes  on  tins  day.  (indadioff  those  km  sad 
unpaid,  those  which  are  daily  becoming  due, lai those 
wluch  have  been  ordered,  bnt  me  not  jet  aped,) 
amounU  to  the  sum  of  $18,637,436  80,  end  theesHmt 
will  be  constantly  augmenting.  I^  therefon,  the  xe«- 
enue  for  the  year  1815,  enridied  bj  the  duty  oa  ia> 
ports,  and  by  the  other  beneficial  ^ects  of  &  peso, 
should  amount  to  $20,000,000,  it  in  still  evident  tkat 
the  whole  of  the  revenue  might  be  expended  in  fk 
single  purpose  of  paying  the  Treasury  note  debt;  lesi- 
ing  eveiy  other  object  it  the  GoTemnaent  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  loans,  or  by  new  issues  of  Treasury  noCo. 

Having  suggested  the  dififoulty  end  Che  danger,  I 
cannot  presume  to  dwell  upon  may  ezpedknt  fcr  it- 
lie^  which  Congress  has  alrnady  reluaed  to  adapt;  bn 
I  take  the  liberty,  with  defeveace  end  leapect,  to  raev 
the  recommendation  of  the  plan  that  wee  enhmitlwi  t» 
your  consideration  in  my  letter  of  tbe  17th  haurj 
last,  under  the  belief  that,  oonaidetiB^  the  ootrtnifiBg 
amount  of  Treasury  notes,  any  new  ianae  ihnAi  be 
made  to  rest  upon  a  basis  that  will  ewnhle  the  Gena> 
ment  to  employ  it,  both  as  a  ctrcnlnting  medKon,  ml 
ss  the  means  of  raising  money  in  aid  of  the  revesEBfr 
How  for  a  power,  given  to  fund  the  Treasaiy  aotei 
upon  an  advanced  interest,  or  to  pans  them  in  psyneat 
of  taxes  and  duties,  will  be  sufficient  fi>r  the  puipeew 
contemplated,  without  providing  other  means  of  pty- 
ment  by  regular  instalments,  I  must  submit  toj^ 
judgment  of  the  committee. 

3.  The  ways  and  means  to  defiray  the  varioos  ex- 
penses of  Government  for  1815,  will  conaist  of  the  rev- 
enue  whidi  will  be  actually  received  at  the  TVeanuy 
during  that  year.  It  is  not  intended^  on  the  one  hand, 
to  take  into  view  the  balances  due  upon  the  appropffi- 
ationa  of  preceding  years ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
take  into  view  the  revenue  wb^  will  aocrun  in  4e 
present  year,  bnt  which  will  not  be  pnyehle  until  the 
year  1816. 

The  direct  amdioratiott  of  the  reoourees  ef  the  cmm- 
tiy,  in  consequence  of  the  peace,  appliea  prindpslly  tt> 
the  item  of  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage.    The 
eifoct,  however,  must  be  confined,  vrith  immnlsrisl  ex? 
ceptions,  for  1815,  to  two4hirds,  or  the  eight  condud> 
ing  months  of  the  year.    The  West  Indin  ti«de  will 
produce  little,  and  the  European  trade  nothing,  by 
way  of  revenue,  before  the  first  of  May  next.    Some 
outstanding  adventures  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
will  hardly  be  brought  home,  upon  ih»  inteOigenoe  of 
peace,  before  the  present  year  has  expired.     Consider- 
mg,  therefore,  that  a  creut  of  dgfat,  ten,  and  twelve 
months,  is  allowed  for  the  duties  on  merchanAee  im- 
ported from  Europe,  and  that  a  credit  of  three  and  ax 
months  is  allowed  for  the  duties  on  merdiandise  xb> 
ported  lirom  the  Weet  Indies,  it  is  evident,  that  whii- 
ever  may  be  the  amojant  accruing  on  merchandise  b- 
ported  from  Europe  for  the  year  1815,  the  actoil''*- 
ceipts  at  the  Treasury  cannot  be  great ;  diat  the  «Me 
of  the  duties  accruing  on  merchandise  imported  tai 
the  West  Indies  before  the  first  of  July,  vriU  be  tftu- 
ally  received  at  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1815;  end 
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Jxat  one  moietf  of  the  amount  of  the  dutiof  on  mer- 
chandise imported  from  the  West  Jndies,  between  the 
irst  of  July  and  the  first  of  October,  will  ako  be  re- 
ceived at  the  Treasury  in  the  year  1816. 

The  average  of  the  net  revenue  of  the  customs  which 
Lccraed  for  the  three  years,  18)D6,  1807,  and  1808,  was 
aore  than  $14,000,000  for  each  year;  and  a  similar 
verage  for  the  three  succeeding  years,  1809, 1810,  and 
811,  was  about  nine  millions  of  dollars  for  each  year. 
Int  the  first  period  was  one  of  uncommon  commerdal 
•rosperity,  when  the  United  States  were  the  only  neu- 
ral nation,  and  cannot  be  taken  as  the  basis  of  an  se- 
Imate  for  the  present  time,  when  the  other  nations  of 
he  world  are  aJoo  at  peace.  The  second  period  was 
mbarrassed  by  eommerdai  restrictions;  but,  probably, 
he  efifeet  of  these  embamasments  upon  the  revenue 
rere  counterbalanced  by  the  advantages  of  our  neu- 
rality.  It  is  thought,  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  that, 
d  a  state  of  general  peace,  the  customs,  operating  upon 
he  single  duties,  would  not  have  produced,  before  the 
Lmerican  war,  more  than  a  sum  between  nine  and 
»n  millions  of  dollars  annually.  But  the  compara- 
Lvely  small  quantity  of  foreign  merchandise  at  present 
a  the  American  market,  would,  probablv,  give  rise  to 
tn  extraordinary  amount  of  importations  during  the  first 
ear  of  peace,  equal  at  least  to  the  supply  of  two  years; 
f  the  fact,  that  the  double  duties  are  limited  in  thenr  oon- 
innanoe  to  a  year  after  the  termination  of  the  war,  did 
lOt  operate  as  a  cheek  upon  importations,  beyond  what 
day  be  requisite  for  the  eonsun^tion  of  the  present  year. 
Chase  connteiaeting  eaasss  may,  therofoie,  be  reasona- 
hf  supposed  to  aeutraiiam  the  foroe  of  eaeh  other,  and, 
onseqnently,  to  refer  and  confine  any  estimate  of  the 
iouble  duties  upon  merchandise  imported  in  the  year 
815,  to  the  amount  of  the  importatloBs  for  the  eon^ 
amption  of  a  single  year. 

Under  these  views  it  is  estimated  that  the  produce 
f  the  customs,  during  the  first  twelve  months  of  peace, 
rill  amount,  with  double  duties,  to  a  sum  between 
tighteen  and  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  Of  that  pe- 
iod  ten  months  occur  in  the  year  1815;  but  as  the  im- 
tortations  can  only  partially  commence  for  the  space 
»f  two  months,  and  canaoc  reaoh  their  average  extent 
or  three  or  four  months,  the  fair  proportion  of  time  to 
orm  the  ground  of  an  estimate,  will  be  (as  already 
uggested)  eight  months  of  the  year  1815.  Upon  this 
cale  of  computation  the  product  of  the  customs,  which 
vill  accrue  from  the  Ist  of  May  to  the  31st  of  Decern- 
»er,  1815,  will  probably  be  $19,500,000;  but  there 
oust  be  added  to  that  sum  the  estimated  amount  of 
lustoms  accruing,  independent  of  the  efiects  produced 
»y  the  peace,  from  the  1st  of  Januazy  to  the  1st  of  May, 
o  wit,  $1,500,000;  making  the  aggregate  of  the  reve- 
lue  of  the  customs,  accruing  in  the  year  1816,  about 
^16,000,000* 

It  remains,  however,  to  present  an  estimate  of  the 
mount  of  the  eostoms  whieh  will  not  only  aeenie,  but 
which  will  be  actually  received  at  the  Treasury  in  the 
rear  1815.  The  extent  of  the  commerce,  which  is  ez- 
Mcted  to  be  openedf  and  the  efiects  of  the  credits  which 
ire  allowed  for  the  payment  of  duties  for  the  year 
1815,  have  been  already  explained.  The  estimate, 
herefore,  assumes  the  following  form: 
I.  The  toul  revenue  of  the  customs^  accruing  in  the 

year  1815,  being,  as  above  stated        -   $15,000,000 


year  1816,  in  the  manner  exhSttled  in 
the  annexed  schedule  marked  A,  about 
2.  That  on  account  of  custom-honse 
bonds  outstanding  at  tiie  end  of  tiie 
year  1814,  which,  in  the  letter  from 
this  Department,  dated  the  17th  of 
Januaiy,  1815,  was  reserved  to  meet 
the  uneatisfied  appropriations  of  that 
year,  there  will  be  received  during  the 
year  1816,  near         .... 

Making  the  total  amount  of  the  actual 
receipts  into  the  Treasury,  frtmi  the 
customs,  for  the  year  181fii 


SLofR. 


3,600,600 


SfiOOfiOO 


$6,600,000 


The  ways  and  means  of  the  Treasury  for  1816,  pro- 
ied  and  payable  during  the  year,  may  now  be  pre- 
sented in  a  view  essentially  difierent  firom  that  whieh 
was  necessarily  taken  in  the  letter  from  this  Depart- 
ment, dated  the  17th  of  Januaiy  last,  while  contem- 
plating a  continuance  of  the  war. 
1.  The  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  wHl,  probably, 

5 reduce  a  sum,  indnsive  of  that  receivable  fiir 
uties  which  accrued  prior  to  the  present  year,  of 
^  •bout $6,500,000 

3.  The  direct  tax,  instead  of  a  sum  of 
$2,000,000,  will  probably  give  to  the 
Treasury,  in  the  year  1816,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  facilities  of  Uie  peace,  a 

sum  of  about 3,600,000 

8.  The  internal  duties,  old  and  new,  and 
postage,  instead  of  a  sum  of  $7,060,000, 
will  probaUy  give  to  the  Treasury,  in 
the  year  1816,  in  consequence  of  the 
focilitiet  of  the  peace,  a  sum  of  about        8,000,000 

4.  The  sales  of  the  public  lands  wil| 

probably  produce,  in  the  year  1816    -        1,000,000 
6.  The  amount  of  incidental  receipts, 
from  miscellaneous  sources,  will,  prob- 
ably, be  about 200,000 

$18,200,000 


t  is  estimated  that,  of  that  sum,  there 
will  become  payable,  and  will  actually 
be  received  into  the  Treisu^,  in  the 


While  the  revenue  is  thus  materially  augmented, 
the  ehaiges  upon  the  Tieasuiy  will  be  considerably  re- 
dveed»  It  is  not  in  the  power  of  this  DepaitmenC,  at 
the  preeent  time^  to  sdvert  to  the  esttmaiss  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  peace  establishment  for  the  War  uid 
Nav^  Departments;  but  with  the  aid  of  the  public 
eiadit,  and  the  legishitivs  sanction  for  the  measwes 
which  will  bs  propssed,  it  is  bdieved  that  the  Trssstt- 
ry  will  bs  eompelsnt,  in  that  lespeot,  to  meet  tim  most 
liberal  views  of  the  €k>vemment.  Indmiendent,  ther^ 
fom^  of  the  estanates  of  the  War  and  Nafy  Depirt- 
menu,  the  charges  on  the  Treasury  for  the  year  1815 
will  oonsist  of  the  following  items : 

1.  Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous  expenses,  as 
stated  in  the  general  estimates  for  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen      -        -    $1,979,889  39 

2.  The  public  debt  will  call  for  a  sum 
of  $14,723,808  68,  to  answer  the 
fotlowing  claims : 

For  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the 
funded  debt  created  before  the  war, 
(the  amount  of  principal  unredeem- 
ed on  the  31  St  of  December,  1814, 
being  about  39,905,188  dollars  60 
cents,)  $3,462,775  46. 
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For  iBtMwt  ftf  tho  loaded  debi 
sled  tinoe  tha  wur*  (tbe  UMNiBi  of 
princi|Ml  on  Docembcr  81, 1814^  be* 
mg  $48^^818  88,  to  which  Uttle 
hae  been  ainee  edded,)  ebout— 

f8,000^000  00 

For  the  princapel  and 
intereatof  TVeaaniy 
notea  fidling  due  in 
1816^  and  the  6f8t 
Janoaiy,  1818,  in- 
cluding $880,000  of 
notea  iamied  under 
tiie  act  of  February 
86, 1813,  falling  due 
within  thie  period       8,871,088  IS 


14,788,806  58 
$18,708,097  97 


It  ia  to  be  obeerred,  howerer,  that  the  preceding  ee- 
timato  does  not  include  a  fum  of  $2,789,200,  being 
the  principal  of  the  Treaauiy  notes  which  became  due 
in  1614,  and  remain  unpaid,  beoauae  the  unexecu- 
ted authority  to  raiae  money  by  loan  lor  that  year  is 
■ufficient  to  cover  the  amount,  if  a  loan  can  be  obtain- 
ed, independent  of  the  custom-house  debt  ($3,000,000) 
which  accrued  in  1814,  but  is  payable  in  1816,  and 
which  is  now  considered  aa  part  of  the  ezoees  of 
$8,976,909  83,  stated  in  the  letter  of  the  17th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1816,  for  the  purpoee  of  being  spedilcally  trane- 
ferrad,  in  the  present  estimatea,  from  the  ways  and 
means  of  last  year  to  the  credit  of  the  waya  and  means 
ibr  the  present  year. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  it  appears  that  the  rerenue 
lor  the  year  1816  will  probably  amount  to  $18,200,000, 
and  that  ways  and  means  are  now  to  be  devised  to  pro- 
Tide  for  the  diflerenoe  between  that  sum  and  the  ag- 
gregate amount  of  the  demands  for  the  eenrice  of  the 
year  1816;  which  wiU  be  ascertained  by  adding  the 
amount  of  the  eetimatea  for  the  peace  eatabUshment  of 
the  War  and  Navy  Departmenta  to  the  amount  of  the 
demands  for  the  expenses  of  Government  and  the  pub- 
lic debt,  being,  as  above  stated,  the  sum  of  $16,703,- 
097  97. 

It  only  remains  to  suggest  some  additional  meeanrsa, 
which  appear  to  be  required  at  this  time  for  the  tn^ 
port  of  the  public  credit,  and  the  supply  of  the  Treas- 
uiy. 

1.  It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  all  the  holden  of 
the  Treasuiy  notes,  issued  or  tobe  iaraed  under  the  an- 
thMiljr  of  any  existing  law,  should  be  allowed  to  fond 
tfaem  atan  iuteieet  of  aeven  per  cent;  and  that  inteiw 
«it  be  allowed  on  all  Treasurr  notee  whioh  have  not 
heaB  puBctnally  paid,  until  the  day  of  funding,  or  of 
payment. 

2.  It  is  respectfully  sugfesled  that  a  new  issue  of 
Treasury  notes  should  be  authorised  upon  the  princi- 

Slee  suggested  in  the  letter  from  this  Department, 
ated  the  17th  of  January.  1816. 

3.  It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  a  loan  should  be 
authorised  to  the  amount  necessaiyi  upon  a  view  of  all 
the  eetimatea,  to  complete  the  ways  and  means  for  the 
year  1816. 

4.  It  is  reepeetfnily  suggested,  that  the  exportation 
of  specie  should  be  prohibited  for  a  limited  period. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  ob«dient  ser- 
vant, A.  J.  DALLAS. 

J.  W.  £ms,Beq., 


TAXBfLLa. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senmcc  to  the  hiH 
amendatory  of  the  direct  tax  and  famitore  tu 
bilL  were  before  the  Hoase,  and  panJy  agreed 
and  partly  disagreed  to.  Amoog  t&e  amend- 
ments, was  one  repealing  the  aectioa  lUovio^ 
annoal  assompiion  by  the  Sutes  of  their  respect- 
ive quotas  of  the  direct  tax,  aad  aUowiag  a  de- 
dnetioD  of  fifteen  per  cent,  oa  the  ameaai  so  as* 
sumed.  The  Committee  of  Waj^s  nd  Means 
recommeoded  a  disa^tjgment  to  this  amfliiBeat 

This  recommeadation  waa  aopported  bf  Mobs. 
Bppsa,  LowMBES,  FisK  of  VermoDCy  B&iioct, 
Jacksoh  of  Vimaia,  Paaaoar,  Macoh,  aad  Iti- 
LOB,  aad  oppoaed  by  Meaars.  Pitkiiv,  and  SacpFtr. 

In  &f or  of  the  ameadment,  it  was  nrged,  bf 
tbe  latter  gentlemen,  that,  altboiyli  ia  time  i 
war  there  might  be  good  reasona  lor  anthoriziBf 
the  anticipation  of  the  rerenue  by  allowing  n- 
sumption  of  the  direct  tax  by  the  States,  yet,  is 
a  permanent  tax,  the  direct  tax  and  all  oiber 
taxes  ought  to  be  collected  by  the  United  Sutet' 
officers;  and,  baides,  that  the  diacoant  of  fiTcecs 
per  centum  on  such  assamptton  was  too  gmi 
Mr.  Shbpfbt  contended  that  this  mode  of  iayii^ 
direct  lax  was  aoconatituiional,  inasmack  u  tki 
taxea  ought  to  be  laid  oa  the  people,  aad  aoi 
ou  the  Slates.  Against  the  amendmeat  vis  op- 
posed the  greater  eoareaieace  to  the  peopU  of 
aUowiag  this  mode  of  asaomptioa,  and  the  akri- 
ons  adrantaces  to  the  United  States  from  tkai 
mode  of  collection,  which,  it  was  aUeged.  vu 
also  more  economical  than  any  otiier,  inasmoeh 
as  it  obviated  jlhe  difficoliies  and  delays  naaroid- 
ably  interposing  in  tbe  way  of  the  eoHectioii  ol 
the  direct  tax,  and  insured  greater  security  toOie 
revenue. 

This  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  e rent aallf 
disagreed  to. 

DEFENCE  OF  NEW  0ULEAN8. 

An  unfortunate  disagreement  baring  arisen 
between  the  two  Houses  as  to  the  terms  of  the 
resolution  bestowing  thanks  oa  General  Jackson, 
a  message  was  receired  from  the  Senate  an- 
noaneing  its  adherence  to  iis  disagreement  to  tiie 
amendments  proposed  by  the  House  theretOL  This 
left  to  the  House  the  alternatire  only,  it  wis  be- 
lieved, to  adhere  to  or  recede  from  its  ameihd- 
ments. 

Mr.  Taoup  proposed  to  adhere,  ia  which  couisc 
he  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Robbrtsob,  Rbea, 
and  HoMPBBBTs;  oa  the  other  haad,  Messrs. 
Hawkibs^  WBiaBT,and  Macok,  were  desiroosof 
receding,  if  a  conference  coald  not  be  agreed  oa. 

The  point  of  difference  is,  that  the  House  pro- 
poses to  ascribe  the  merit  of  the  ^reat  aehiere* 
ments  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  prineipallf 
to  the  militia  rolunteer  force;  whilst  the  Seuate 
has  giren  the  merit  ^nerally  to  the  regulan 
roluD leers,  and  militia,  in  language  admiuif 
the  inference,  it  is  contended,  that  oar  force  m 
principally  a  regular  force. 

It  was,  therefore,  argued,  in  favor  of  adhereace, 
that  the  resolution  of  this  Hoaae  waa  a  veiiisble 
history  of  the  iaou  aa  they  oeearred|  giri^  hoaer 
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:o  those  to  whom  hooor  was  doe,  and  that  the 
resolution  had  better  be  lost  altogether  thao  to 
?nter  upon  record  a  vote  which  would  coQvey  an 
erroneous  impresstOD,  as  it  was  coDtended  the 
esolatioD  of  the  Senate  did.  In  favor  of  reced- 
Dg,  it  was  argued,  that  history  would  oarrate,  in 
sonspicuous  characters,  the  facts  as  they  exist, 
ind  that  the  light  in  which  they  would  be  viewed 
)y  posterity,  would  not  depend  on  the  terms  of 
be  vote  or  Congress  on  this  occasion.  The  ob- 
ect  of  6ucb  a  vote  was  not  to  afford  materials  for 
listory,  but  to  express  the  gratitude  of  the  nation 
o  its  defenders.  In  the  course  of  the  debate, 
^r.  Macon  took  oecasion  to  pass  a  very  high 
iulogium  on  the  character  of  Major  General 
Fackson,  whom  be  said  he  had  long  personally 
SQOwn,  and  he  did  not  believe  there  existed  a 
no  re  honorable  or  hiffhminded  man. 

In  the  end,  the  House  determined,  before  a 
ioal  decision,  to  reqoest  a  eonference  with  the 
Senate  on  the  subject. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

Mr.  Kbnt,  of  Maryland  having  called  up  the 
9rder  of  the  day  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Ei*ariner8  aod  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Qcorgetowo — 

Mr.  Yanobt  proposed  to  postpone  this  order  of 
the  day  indefinitely,  ander  the  impression  that 
Congress  would  not  act  upon  it  at  the  present 
lessioo. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Jackson  of 
V^irgtnia,  aod  Mr.  Kent,  but  was  decided  in  the 
iffirnnative. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  the  Me- 
Topolis  being  called  up  by  Mr.  Kent  of  Mary- 
and,  the  House  refused  to  go  into  a  Committee 
3f  the  Whole  on  that  bill 

Mr.  Grosvenor  then  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  motion  indefinitely. 

Which  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Johnson, 
and  Mr.  Sharp  of  Kentucky,  and  supported  by 
Mr.  QoLosBOROOQB  of  Maryland. 

In  support  of  the  motion,  it  was  alleged,  gener- 
ally, that  all  the  applications  of  this  chafacter 
ought  to  share  the  same  fate.  Against  it,  it  was 
argued  that  Washington  had  not  been  hitherto 
equally  favored  by  Congress,  it  being  notorious 
that  there  was  greatly  less  incorporated  bank 
capiui  in  Washington  than  in  either  Georgetown 
or  Alexandria. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
decided  in  the  aflirmatiTe. 


Tbursdat,  February  23. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  ** giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  tbe  pur- 
chase of  lands  to  certain  settlers  in  the  Indiana 
Territory"  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  "  for  the  regulation  of  the  courts  of  justice 
of  Indiana/'  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

Tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  "auiboriziog  tbe  dts- 
charge  of  Edward  Martin  from  imprisonment,'' 
13th  Com.  Sd  Sx8s.-r38 


was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  **for  the  better  tem- 
porary accommodation  of  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress," was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  '*to  repeal  certain 
sets  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  back  to  the  House  the  bill  to  an* 
thorize  the  settlement  and  payment  of  certain 
claims  for  the  services  of  tbe  militia,  sent  from 
the  Senate,  without  amendment;  and  it  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes,  under  the  direction  of  the  same 
committee,  moved, 

'•That  the  Sacretaiy  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
report  st  the  next  session  a  general  tariif  of  doties 
proDosed  to  be  imposed  upon  imported  goods,  wares^ 
and  merchandise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  nem.  con. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seybbrt,  the  Committee  on 
Naral  Afiairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  purchase 
of  the  iressels  captured  by  Commodore  Macdo- 
noogh  on  Lake  Champlain  in  tbe  month  of  Se^ 
tember  last,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sberwood,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  alterations  ought 
to  be  made  in  the  laws  relative  to  duties  imposed 
on  stills,  employed  solely  in  the  rectification  of 
spirituous  liquors. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  to  raise  certain 
companies  of  rangers  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  certain 
acts  now  in  force  for  this  purpose,"  with  amend- 
ments. Tbey  have  passed  bills  of  tbe  following 
titles:  "An  act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and 
vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares,  aod  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  as  imposes  a 
discriminating  duty  on  tonna|^e  between  foreign 
vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
tween goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States  f* 
*'An  act  further  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  providinji;  for  the  indemnification  of  cer* 
tain  claimants  or  public  lands  in  tbe  Mississippi 
Territory;'"  ''An  act  to  provide  a  library  room, 
and  for  transporting  the  Horary  lately  purchased;'' 
and  ''An  act  to  repeal  certain  acts  concerning  the 
fiotilla  service,  aod  for  other  purposes;"  in  which 
ameodments  and  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  They  agree  to  tbe  amendment  to 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  additional 
revenues  for  defraying  the  expeoses  of  Govern- 
ment, and  maintaining  the  publiccredit,  by  laying 
duties  on  household  /uroiture,  and  on  gold  and 
silver  watches,"  and  insist  on  tbeir  fifth  amend- 
ment disagreed  to  by  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate, "  to  repeal  certain 
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acts  therein  tnentioDed,"  was  read  the  ihiid  time, 
and  passed. 

Two  or  three  Messages  were  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  one  of  which  it 
appeared  was  of  a  confidential  nature ;  and  the 
doors  were  closed  and  galleries  cleared,  and,  after 
so  remaining  for  a  short  time,  were  again  opened  ; 
when  the  following  Message,  being  of  a  public  na- 
ture, was  read : 

7b  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

Reprt9entativu  of  the  Umted  8tate$  .- 

I  Uy  before  Gongresi  copies  of  two  ratified  treaties 
whidi  were  entered  into  on  the  put  of  the  United 
States,  one  on  the  S3d  day  of  Jnly,  1814,  with  the  ser- 
eral  tribes  of  Indians,  called  the  Wyandotts,  Delawaiea, 
Shawanees,  Senacas,  and  Miamies;  the  other  on  the 
9th  day  of  August,  1814,  with  the  Cnek  nalioa  of  In- 
dians. 

It  is  refoived  to  the  consideiation  of  Congiess,  how 
fiur  LegislatiTe  provisions  may  be  neceasaiy  for  canyiag 
any  part  of  those  stipulations  into  eflect. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

FxaauAar  32^  1615. 

The  Message  and  treaties  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  engrossed  bill,  authorizing;  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,  which  may  hereafter  be  fodfeited 
within  the  Je£Eerson?ille  district,  to  be  exposed 
for  sale  at  the  land  office  within  the  same;  the 
engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  discharge  of  A.  B. 
-Ross  from  bis  imprisonment ;  the  engrossed  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Spriggs;  tbe  engrossed 
bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Savage  and  others; 
the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Fra- 
zer,  and  the  representatives  of  Charles  Eccleston ; 
the  engrossed  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  William  P. 
Beonet;  and  the  engrossed  bill  supplementary  lo 
4he act  "for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in 
the8tateofLoDisiana.and  Territory  of  Missouri,*' 
were  severally  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

MISSISSIPPI  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  Lattimore,  from  the  select  committee  on 
tbe  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Mifsissippi 
Territory,  praying  admission  ioto  the  Union, 
made  a  report  favorable  thereto,  accoinpanied  by  a 
bill  authorizing  the  people  of  the  Territory  of 
Mississippi  to  c^  a  convention  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  Constitution  and  State  Government 
preparatory  to  admission  into  tbe  Union.  The 
report  was  read,  and,  with  the  bill,  on  tbe  motion 
of  Mr.  L.,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

By  the  aiticles  of  cession  and  agreement  between 
the  United  States  and  tbe  State  of  Geoigla,  it  is  pro- 
vided that  the  Territoiy  aforesaid  shall  form  a  SUte, 
and  be  admitted  as  such  into  the  Union,  as  soon  as  it 
shall  contain  sixty  thousand  free  inhabitants,  or  at  an 
earlier  period,  if  Congress  shall  think  it  expedient. 
Agreeably  to  the  last  general  census,  the  population  of 
this  Territory,  of  all  descriptions,  amounted  to  forty 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-two  souls.  Since 
this  was  taken,  the  amount  has  considerably  increased 
by  the  annexation  of  that  part  of  West  Florida  which 
Uea  east  of  Peari  river,  and  also,  as  your  committee 
are  informed,  by  emigrations  to  the  eastern  settlements 
of  the  TerritotT  from  several  of  Uie  States. 


Your  oommiltee  are  m  pamaiieinn  of  no  data  fan 
which  they  can  form  an  estiraale  of  the  nmBber  to 
whidi  these  accessions  of  population  may  bdobbi. 
but  they  deem  it  not  an  unreaeonmble  pressaptiM 
that  the  return  of  peace,  by  renewing  indoceoMsto  ta 
emigration,  may  {wodace  an  increase  to  the  toiooBt 
required  by  the  agreement  with  Geoigis,  bj  the  time 
the  usual  preparatory  steps  can  be  takes  tovardi  the 
actual  admission  of  the  Territoiy  into  tbt  Cmoa  u  a 
State.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  as  if  vhit  ii  dow 
solicited  would  be  olitained,  of  ooane,  in  s  fiev  jesn 
at  most. 

The  question,  then,  is,  is  it  expedmnt  to  pmik  for 
the  adoption  of  this  Territoiy  intA  the  Uoioa  u  a 
iavor,  or  was  its  admiasien  of  rigbt  ? 

The  expediency  of  anticipating'  the  admisnen  of  ^ 
community  to  the  rights  of  an  independent  8ttl«  m- 
Volvos  in  its  oonsidenilion  as  wed  the  partieiilsr  iottr- 
est  of  the  Territoiy  as  the  general  inteiest  of  th 
United  States.  In  lelatioD  to  the  former,  it  ii  tste 
prceaiaed  that  the  people  themai'il'Vfii,  vriio  sre  bs 
acquainted  with  th^  own  loo^  oonditioB,  cm  has 
judge  of  their  ability  to  bear  the  additional  expsnaes 
self-government,  and  ireigfa  other  ooneequenoeawhie^ 
may  eoane  firom  the  change.  As  it  respeelstfaelattB. 
your  committee  p assess  no  faeto  which  would  Ui  ti 
tlie  infocmation,  and  canefier  no  naseps  whidkvsric 
influence  the  <^nion  of  the  Kovee  on  thii  pamt 
Their  mere  opinion  is  all  they  have  to  aabmit;  aoi  it 
is,  that  there  would  be  no  iaprepriety  in  prindph,aBd 
no  injury  in  eliect,  to  the  interest  of  the  natioa,iBp»- 
viding,  without  iiirther  delay,  for  tho  admisHOB  of  the 
Territory  in  question  into  the  nsion  of  the  Stato. 

This  Territory  has  been,  as  yoor  committee  belim^ 
a  longer  time  under  the  reatrainta  of  political  suoantr 
than  any  other  Territory  of  the  United  Statei;  and 
they  can  perceive  no  good  reason  why  its  enlaipBCitf 
should  still  be  deferred,  merely  on  aocoont  of  iu  ^ 
ent  deficiency  of  numbers,  since  a  like  defioeocr  did 
not  prevent  others,  or  one  other  at  leas^  torn  di  en- 
joyment of  a  similar  boon. 

Hitherto  your  committee  have  oonsiierMf  thu  sub- 
ject as  though  the  admission  solicited  woe  desired  by 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territoiy  witfaoat  delay,  but 
they  cannot  undertake  to  state  fbst  sedi  is  the  feet. 
While  it  is  true,  that  it  has  been  prayed  for  and  u^ed 
vrith  much  interest  and  seal  at  ssfml  suoceisiTe  ses- 
sions, it  is  ako  true  that  at  tho  hwteaeatvbielKbe 
sttlject  was  bioaght  befon  Congnss  them  were  eaeot- 
er-petitions,  praying  that  it  might  he  postpoatd.  Hsv 
Car  a  union  of  aentiment  and  wiahes  msy  be  infiRcd 
from  the  absence  of  any  counter-petitioB  at  the  pw 
eat  session,  when  it  wss  known  that  the  mcniMiii 
under  consideration  had  been  forwarded,  year  tm- 
mittee  are  not  prepared  to  say.  They  can,  bovenr. 
judge  and  act  from  only  what  is  before  them ;  aod  it 
is  to  be  presumed  thst  the  represfintatiwa  of  tbe  peo- 
ple express  the  will  of  their  conatituents,  unkai  tht 
contraiy  appears.  To  which  oonaideiation  it  laaj  be 
added,  that  the  extioguishment  of  the  Tsaoo  daim* 
having  removed  whst  was  perhaps  the  moat  geceial 
objection  to  admission,  it  is  probable  that  many  vho 
were  opposed  to  it  sre  now  in  favor  of  it ;  and,  f^ 
peace  is  restored,  it  is  probable,  also,  that  msnyo|W» 
will  desire  to  exchange  the  restrictions  of  s  Te;ii(^ 
for  the  rights  of  a  State.  If,  however,  from  ioca/e^e- 
siderations,  other  than  those  suggested,  a  difie^^ 
opinion  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  th^dije^ 
should  still  exist,  your  eoounlttee  oABcmve  thit  the 
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quMtion  otnnot  be  more  fairly  fettled  than  by  ft  eon-' 
ventioo,  which  should  first  decide  whether  it  ehonld 
ibrm  a  conatitntion  or  not,  and  which  mi^ht  be  dioaen 
with  a  reference  to  the  reapectire  lentimettta  of  the 
members  on  this  partknlar  point* 

Believing  it  expedient,  therefore,  that  the  people  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory  should  be  authorised  to  elect 
a  convention,  with  powers  to  form  a  constitution,  as 
prayed  for  by  the  memorialists,  your  committee  have 
prepared  a  bill  for  this  purpose,  which  they  ask  leave 
x>  report. 

MIUTIA  BOUNTY. 
The  following  resolutiona  were  aabmtiied  hy 
!4r.  BUsTON : 

I.  Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  MilHaiy  Af- 
Tsiia  be  instoiicted  to  inqaire  into  the  Mipedienpj  of  al- 
•vraig  to«ach  BMHeomouasioned  officer «aiI  prtvnte  of 
lie  mUitinof  iheMiasoui  Tarritory*:wlu>  have  perfonaed 
I  tear  of  dnty  hy  ertar  of  the  GbMBBEient  of  the  Uni- 
«d  Slatea,  a  deaatinn  in  landb,  as  a  conpenaarion  Ur 
Jieir  aemces. 

3.  lUwdmd^  That  the  said  cammittee  be  inaliacted 
o  inquire  ■  into  .the  expediency  of  giandag  denetaoiM  ef 
and  to  Ifae  firoatier  iahabilants  ef  said  Territeiy,  who 
WW  been  fereed  bj  tfaeeneiBsee  ef  the  Uaited  Slatea 

0  ahaadon  thahr  plantatioas  or  dweiliaga,  and  wbo 
lave  not  ahaadoned  or  lemoved  oat  of  the  eaid  Teiri* 
(wy. 

The  HtMMe  proceeded  lo  eooaider  the  said  rete- 
ntions, and  the  eame  were  aiiieaded  to  read  as 
ollows: 

1.  Retohtd,  That  the  ceaiBrittee  appoiated  on  that 
art  of  the  Preaideat'e  Message,  at  the  eonimettcemeot 
f  the  aessioa,  wMdh  relatea  to  the  mIMtia,  be  instmoted 
»  inquire  inlo  tke  expediency  of  allowing  to  eaeh  non- 
!>mmi8sioned  officer  and  private  of  the  militia  of  the 
Fnited  States,  and  Tenitoriss  thereof,  who  have  per- 
ismed  a  tour  of  doty  by  the  order  of  the  Government 
f  the  United  States,  a  donatiott  in  ianda,  %m  a  compen- 
ition  for  their  servieee. 

2.  Reaohedj  That  the  said  committee  be  iastracted 
>  inquire  into  the  expedient  of  granting  donations 
f  Ianda  io  the  fiontier  inhabitants  of  said  Statea  and 
'erritories,  who  have  been  forced  by  the  enemies  of 
le  United  States  to  abandon  their  plantations  and 
vrellings,  and  who  have  not  abaadoaed  or  removed 
it  of  the  aaid  States  or  Territories. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  aaid  reso-* 
itions,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

PAT  OF  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  Vermont,  offered  for  coasideration 
le  fullowing  reeolation: 

JUaohedf  That  the  Caounitaaeaf  Wiqraand  Means 
»  iaetmcted  to  inquire  into  the  espedienqr  of  aiaking 
povision  by  Jaw  for  paying  the  BMaibera  of  Hue  Heose 

1  money  eunent  in  tha  States  to  which  they  respeel- 
ely  belong. 

^his  motion  gave  rise  to  some  debate. 

Mr.  Fi8K  groun^ded  hi.s  motion  on  the  drseoam 
le  Eastern  members  were  obliged  to  pay  for 
.astern  notes,  and  the  alleged  impropriety  of 
lembers  of  Congress  travelling  from  shop  to  shop 
lling  their  wages,  or  bartering  off  the  notes  they 
!ceive  in  payment  fur  such  as  siiall  be  current 
k  their  States,  ^c. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by 


•triking  out  the  latter  part  of  it,  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  words  *'  Treaanry  notes  or  bank 
Botes.'' 

The  object  of  the  whole  motion  was  supported 
by  Mr.  VvriohTi  Mr.  Ft8K,and  Mr.  Pottbb,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Rhba,  Mr.  Newton.  Mr.  Fasbow, 
Mr.  Eppeb,  Mr.  Inobam,  Mr.  McKim,  and  Mr. 
Hawkiic8,  who  denied  both  its  necessity  and  ex- 
pedieacy. 

A  motion  of  Mr.  BppbSi  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  ttble,  waa  negatived. 

Mr.  Hawkinb  moved  an  indefinite  poatnone- 
ment  of  the  whole  subject,  on  the  general  and 
very  obvious  ground  of  the  injtiatiee  of  mead>era 
of  Congrcn  di»eriminating  l»etween  themselTes 
and  other  public  creditors,  who  have  at  leatt 
equally  high  claims  on  the  Gk>rerament. 

Several  unsoceesaful  mottona  were  made  to  get 
rid  of  this  question,  bjr  proceeding  to  the  orders  ot 
the  day,  or  laying  it  on  the  table.  The  question 
on  indefinite  postponement,  was  at  length  de- 
ekled  by  yeas  aad  nays— for  the  postponement  88, 
against  it  50,  as  follows: 

TaAs«-Measrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andeiaon,  Av« 
eiy,  BarlKMir,  Bard,  Bines,  BoweB,  Brown,  Cs|ierton» 
Caihonn»  Cannon,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Cox,  Ciawlbrd* 
Craigbton,  Oathbcrt,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha, 
Dnvall,  J^pea,  Farrow.  Findley»  Fiak  of  New  York, 
Fon^th,  Franklin,  Geddes,  GhoJaon,  Goodwyn,  Goor- 
din,  Griffin,  UaU,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hum- 
phreys, Hnngerford,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Jaduon  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Ma- 
lyland,  Kerr,  LeiTerts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
Macon,  McCov,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgom- 
ery, Moore,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Piper,  Pleaa- 
anto,  Rhea  of  Pensylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ridi. 
Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wil- 
liams,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brifl^am,  Bntler,  Champion,  Cooper, 
Cnlpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Gaatoa, 
Goldaborough,  Groevenor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Hender- 
son, Hoj^ins  of  Kentucky,  Habbard,  Haibert,  Kent 
of  New  York,  King  of  Blaasachnsetta,  Moseley,  Nelaon, 
Oakley,  Parker,  Pickering,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  Ruggles,  Sdmreman,  Sherwood,  Slaynw- 
ker.  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stnait,  Stnrgea, 
Taggart,  Thompaon,  Vose,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wmter,  Wood,  and  Wright. 

So  the  resolve  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  Houae  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  declaratory  of  the  powers  of  the  Legislnture 
of  the  Territory  of  Illinois.  And  debate  arising 
on  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  McLean,  on 
the  21st  instant,  the  House  adjourned. 


Fbioat,  February  34. 
The  House  proceeded  to  reconsider  their  disa- 
greement to  the  tifih  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senare  to  the  bill ''  to  amend  the  act  to  provide 
additional  revenues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
Government,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit, 
by  laying  a  direct  ux  upon  the  United  States,  and 
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to  prortde  for  aBsetttoff  aod  eollectiDg  the  same  ;** 
and  the  act  "  to  proTide  additional  reveoaes  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Governinent,  and  oiain- 
taininff  the  pablip  credit,  bv  laying  a  duty  on  house- 
hold luroitore,  and  on  gold  and  siirer  watches." 
Whereupon, 

Retohedf  That  this  Honse  insist  on  their  disa- 
greement to  the  said  fif^h  amendment,  and  ask  a 
conference  with  the  Senate  upon  the  subject- 
matter  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Bppes,  LowNOBa,  and 
Oaklbt,  be  the  managers  at  the  said  conference 
on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  amendmenu  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  ^  to  authorize  the  President  to  raise  certain 
companies  of  rangers  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  certain 
acts  now  in  force  for  that  purpose,''  were  read, 
and,  together  with  the  bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "further  supplemen- 
tary to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  proriding  for  the 
indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"'  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  **  to  repeal  so  much 
of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  the  tonnage 
of  ships  and  fessels,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  as 
imposes  a  discriminating  doty  on  tonnage  between 
foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  between  goods  imported  into  the  United 
States  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^  to  provide  a  library 
room,  and  for  transporting  the  library  lately  pur- 
chased," was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  repeal  certain 
acta  concerning  the  flotilla  service,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  committee  of  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  in  re- 
gard to  the  resolution  of  Congress  expressive  of 
their  sense  of  General  JacksonN  great  achieve- 
ment, made  a  report,  recommending  a  modifica- 
tion thereof,  which  was  agreed  to  on  the  part  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  Mr.  Cdlpbpbk'9  motion 
for  a  thanksgiving  day.  reported  the  same  with 
amendments;  which  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
resolution  as  ^imended  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

TAX  COLLECTORS. 

Mr.  FtsK,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  recommitted 
the  engrossed  bill  to  fix  the  compensaiions  and 
increase  the  responsibility  of  the  collectors  of  the 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses connected  with  the  collection  thereof,  re- 
ported the  same  with  amendments  $  which  were 
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read,  and  the  first  thereof  was  eoacurred  in  bf 
the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  eoocar  in  the 
second  amendment,  which  proposes  to  strike  ou 
the  following  words  contained  in  the  8ih  srcfioi 
of  the  bill,  to  wit : 

«  And  it  shall  fortber  be  the  duty  of  tht  swi  ooUee- 
tors,  liy  themselvas.  or  tbeir  depoties,  to  stteod  st  the 
eonrt-hoose  of  each  of  the  counties  or  dolaoli  cos- 
posing  their  respectivs  eoUedioa  diaCnets,  «a  ^  fiist 
and  second  days  of  each  term  of  theeovtof^esBaty 
or  common  pleas  in  said  county  sr  district,  if  thi  osait 
eonltnne  in  sesnon  so  long.'' 

And  passed  in  the 
49,  as  follows: 

TxAS— Meswi.  Alexander, 
Barlwur,  Baidt  Bigelow,  Bines, 
bufy,  Brown,  Birtler,  CsJhonn« 
Crawfbrd,  Creighton,  Cronch,  Cathbsrt,  Davis  of  Pcsi- 
sylvania*  Desha,  Duvall,  E^,  Bppes,  Findlsy,  Fi^ 
of  New  York,  Porayth,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  HsU,  H» 
iMonckt  Hopkins  of  Kentncky«  Hnmphnys,  lagnariL 
logham,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  ViifSM. 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Law,  LslTcrts,  I«owndcii,  Lfk 
McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Moselsy,  Ifcwoi. 
Ormsby,  Pickering,  Piper,  Phkm,  WiUioa  Rssi  Ba 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tonnsssee,  Sioh,  gisgiii 
Roane,  Bags,  Sharp,  Bmith  of  PonnsjiTonIs,  9mt^  «f 
Virginis,  Strong,  Stoiges,  Tsggait,  TsnnohiH.Tsyln. 
Tslfiur,  Troup,  Udrae,  Whaatan,  WiliioaB,  Wibos  if 
MasBschnsetts,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

Nats — ^Mesnni.  Biighaas,  Oaperton.  Cannon,  Chtn- 
pion,  Clapton,  Cooper,  Calpepsr,  Fanow,  Fiik  d 
Vsnnoot,  Prsnklin,  Gnsloo,  Gholson,  CMdibafs^ 
Gfosvenor,  Hsie,  Harris,  Hawes,  HondonaB,  Hsbbud, 
Hongerford,  Halbert,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Nsv 
York,  Kerr,  King  of  MsisschosBtts,  Lovoit,  Mien, 
Msrksll,  Montgomsiy,  Nelson,  PldDens,  Ploassam 
Boggles,  Schursman,  Series  Sherwood,  Shiphsid,  8hr 
maker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sloai^  ThsM^ooo,  Vcm 
Wsid  of  Massachusetts,  Whits,  Wiksa,  Wibon  d 
Massachttsetts,  and  Yancey. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  re-engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

RELATIONS  WITH  AU;i£R& 

The  following  report,  yesterday  tmnsmitted  ta 
the  House  by  the  PRBstoBHT  or  rai  Unrrao 
Statbs,  waa  read : 

Dbpakthbvt  of  Brxrmi  FA.  90, 181^ 
The  acting  Secretanr  of  Stats,  to  whom  was  icfsml 
the  resolution  of  the  Honse  of  Representati^os  sf  Iki 
16th  instant,  re^ttesting  the  President  oC  the 
States  to  canse  to  be  laid  before  thai  Hons 
formation  sa  he  shall  dsen  usiDSsaij  to  he 
catsd,  touching  the  stats  of  rotations  sirkting 
the  United  States  and  ths  Baihaiy  Plswors,  hw  tki 
honor  to  stats,  that,  according  to  ths  laaest 
from  Morocco,  Tunii,  and  Tripoli  onr 
thoss  Powers  remained  upon  their  fonn 
is  there  any  psrticolar  reason  to  balievo  that  any 
has  since  taken  place. 

It  will  appear,  by  the  docnmenta  aeoompanyiar  ^ 
Message  of  the  President  to  Congress  on  the  ITkiXo* 
vember,  1812,  that  the  Dey  of  Algiers  had,  w^^T 
and  withoat  jost  canse,  obliged  the  Consul  of  &•  Unt«j 
ted  States,  and  all  American  dtisens  then  is  Algistid 
to  Isave  that  place  in  a  manner  higfalj  oSunivcto  thai 
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sountry  «nd  iajarioiM  lo  thMnsdvett  and  tn  vioktion 
of  the  treaty  then  eubrietiiig  between  the  two  Mtionji. 
U  eppetxe,  mereoTer,  tbai  ha  exacted  from  the  Goaaol, 
under  petn  of  ifflmediate  imprieonment,  a  large  tam  of 
oaaney,  to  which  he  had  no  claim  hot  what  originated 
A  his  own  iajnetiee. 

These  acts  of  violence  and  oatnge  have  been  fol* 
owed  by  the  capture  of  at  least  one  American  vessel, 
lad  by  the  setiQie  of  an  American  citiien  on  board  a 
lontral  vessel.  The  nnibrtnnale  persons  thus  captured, 
ire  yet  held  in  captivity,  with  the  exception  of  two  of 
hem,  who  have  been  ransomed.  Every  eiibrt  to  ob* 
ain  the  rekeae  of  the  others  has  proved  abortive;  and 
here  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  held  by 
he  Bey  as  a  means  by  which  he  calculates  to  extort 
rom  the  United  States  a  degrading  treaty. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  ffalleries  were  then  cleared^  and  the  doors 
>f  the  House  closed,  and  so  remained  until  near 
ive  o'clock,  when  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  February  25. 

Mr.  Kppbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
!bf  eans,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a 
(um  not  exceeding  —  dollars ;  which  was  read 
wice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
EVhole. 

Mr.  Eppfis  also  reported  a  bill  to  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  specie^  gold  or  silrer  eoins,  or  bul* 
ion ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Yancbt,  from  the  Committee  of  Ciaima, 
eported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Fariah ; 
Mrbich  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com* 
nittee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yanckt,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
•ration  of  the  petition  of  William  Thornton,  and 
c  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Af  r.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  NaTai 
fV flairs,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  purchase 
>f  the  Teasels  captured  on  Lake  Champlain; 
xrhich  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
nittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Plbabahts,  also  from  the  Naval  Commit- 
;ee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  repealing 
•ertain  acts  relative  to  the  flotilla  service,  reported 
ID  amendment  thereto,  the  object  of  which  was 
;o  authorize  the  President  to  cause  to  be  sold  such 
>f  the  gunboats  now  in  service  as  he  shall  deem 
t  unnecessary  to  retain.  And  this  amendment 
>einff  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
;hird  time,  and  was  accordingly  sobeequently  read 
I  third  time,  passed,  and  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  desired  in  the  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nbwton, 

Ordered^  That  the  digest  olf  the  manuiaetures 
)f  the  United  States,  made  in  pursuance  of  an 
>rder  of  this  House,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  distributed  amongst 
;he  memhers  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
>f  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  Executive 
iUthorities  of  the  States  and  Territories. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  from  this 
Bouse,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  and  extend  the 


provisions  of  the  act  of  the  15th  of  April,  1814. 
entitled  *  An  act  confirming  certain  claims  to  Una 
in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providing  for  their 
location,' ''  with  amendments.  The  amendments 
were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  declaratory  of  the  powers  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  Territory  of  Illinois;  and  the  amendment 
proposed  bjr  Mr.  McLbah,  on  the  21st  instant,  was 
concurred  m  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 
next. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  fix  the  compensations  and 
increase  the  responsibilitr  of  the  collectors  of 
the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  for  other 
purposes,  connected  with  the  collection  thereof, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  resolution  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  upon  the  President 
and  request  that  he  recommend  a  day  of  thanks- 
giving to  Almighty  God  for  his  goodness  in  re- 
storing to  these  United  States  the  blessings  of 
peace,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  repeal  certain 
acts  coneerning  the  flotilla  service,  and  for  other 
purooses,'*  was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended, 
ana  passed. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  recommending  the  navigation 
of  American  vesaels  exclusively  by  American 
seamen,  either  natives,  or  such  as  are  already 
naturalized. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  offered  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution : 

Raohedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqnire 
into  the  expedient,  of  providing  by  law,  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  next  Congress. 

Mr.  F.  said,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  it 
was  necessary  to  pass  such  a  law ;  but  he  waa 
prepared  to  sav  that  the  state  of  the  nation  waa 
such  as  to  maxe  it  expedient  to  inquire  into  the 
subject,  and  ascertain  whether  an  extra  session 
might  not  be  necessary,  or,  if  not,  at  an  earlier 
session  than  will  take  place  otherwise. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  unanimously  agree  to  the  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  **  expressive  of  the  thanks 
of  Congress  to  Major  General  Jackson,  and  the 
troops  under  his  command,  for  their  ffallantry 
and  ffood  conduct  in  the  defence  of  New  Or- 
leansP'  modified  agreeably  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference.  They  agree  to  the 
conference  upon  the  disagreeing  vote  of  the  two 
Houses  upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  fifth 
amendment  to  the  bill  *'  to  amend  the  act,  enti- 
tled *'An  act  to  provide  additional  revenue  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Go verninent,  and  main- 
taioing  the  public  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tax 
upon  the  United  States,  and  to  provide  for  assess- 
ing and  collecting  the  same."  and  the  act,  enti- 
tled *^  An  act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and  main- 
taining the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  house- 
hold furniture  and  on  gold  and  silver  watciies/' 
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to  wkich  coBfereoe#  thty  have  appointed  oiaBt* 
Mr»  OD  tbair  part.  Thef  b«v«  paawil  the  bill 
from  the  Hoote,  entitled  *'Av  act  to  alter  and 
estalilish  pott  roads,*^  with  ameodmeDts.  And 
they  hare  passed  hills  of  the  following  titles: 
"An  set  maki&ff  farther  pro^ion  forcotopletiag 
the  pttblic  baifdiDgs  at  West  Point,  for  theao- 
comiaodatioQ  of  the  Military  Aeadeny  f '  and 
''An  act  to  contimie  in  foree,  for  a  limited  tiase, 
the  act,  entitled  *An  aet  for  establish ioff  tradisf 
hotises  with  the  Indian  tribes;''  in  whiehamend*^ 
meats  and  bills  they  ask  the  coneurrenee  of  this 
Hoase. 

PROTECTION  TO  M.VNUFACTUKE8. 

Mr.  SfiTBBBT  presented  a  petition  of  snndry 
manafaetnrers  residing  in  the  city  and  coanty  of 
Philadelphia,  and  State  of  PennsyiTania^ praying 
for  the  MoptioB  of  such  measures  as  will  afford 
to  the  manu&otarers  of  the  ootiotry  that  protee*- 
tion  and  snpport  neeessary  to  bringahem  to  mar 
tnrity«~The  memorial  is  as  follows: 
To  the  honoraide  the  Benate  and  Houss  of  Represent* 

alifes  of  the  United  Stotes  in  Coapress  met,  the 

meeiorial  of  Ihe  aamifiiotBiemof  thexity  and  oounty 

of  PbUadelpiuaareqieelfeUy  shosselk: 

Thst  yonr  memorislists,  while  filled  with  j^  and 
exaltmiofi  §»  the  inestimable  blessing  of  hoaoraUe 
pesee- to  their  coaoEtiy*  csaaot  divest  thesaseites  of 
anadsty  and  dsssd  fiw  the  late  of'  the  infimi  maaafiio 
tores,  whose  exiilenoe  and  pxespsriliy  an  nnqosstian* 


^   .  IsMortsnee  to  the  whale- eoflHumity^ 

That,  trusting  lo  Providence,  to  the  wisdan  and  pi»- 
tection  of  your  henomhle  bodji^  and  to  their  own  in- 
dustry, diey  look  forward*  with  oogM*  to  ihe  permaneat 
establishment  of  such  manu&etnres  aa  shall  redder  the 
United  Statea  independent  on  foireign  nations  for.  the 
necessaries  and  comforts  of  life. 

That,  confiding  implicitly  in  the  wisdom  and  patri- 
otism of  yonr  iionotable  body,  your  memorialists  will 
not  presnme  to  snggsst  any  paftmular-  meeemvy  bat 
will  centem  themsslvss  with  obeerring,  that  efvery 
eiriliied  natioa  hss  thought  peeper,  by  legidattve  aet% 
to  affMrd  to  the  tadostiy  of  their  xespeetiire  eoantries 
that  pioteetion  and  support  neoessaijr  to  being  Ibrth  to 
maturity  ths  estshJishmeal  of  manoiacfcares  neeeesaiy 
to  their  existence  and  prospsrity*  The  intimate  cen- 
nesien  of  the  agricultoral  with  the  maaafactaring  in- 
temst»  sad  the  extreme  importance  of  a  competent 
suivplyf  in  times  of  war,  for  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the 
Ufliled  States,  without  depeadenoe  oa  foreign  aid,  will 
be  so  obvious  to  your  honorable  body  as  to  require  no 
oomment  on  the  part  of  your  memorialists. 

But  yonr  memorialists  respectfully  beg  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  the  existence 
and  correction  of  an  abuse,  which  is,  at  the  same  time, 
destructive  of  the  revenues  of  the  United  States,  hi(^ly 
injurious  to  the  honest  merchant,  and,  if  persisted  in, 
will  render  entirely  useless  any  law  enacting  pniteettng 
duties.  This  abase  is  the  introdnction,  through  the 
enslem«hensM  of  eor  ooantry,  of  metohaadlse  subject 
to  ad  valorem  datiee,  at  fipom  ono-foorth  to  one-half  of 
their  value.  Thisenomnty,  practised  in  varioasshspe^ 
oannot  be  checked  hj  auT  provision  of  the  pressnt  rev- 
enue laws,  and  it  is  to  the  wisdom  of  yonr  hmioffable 
body,  done,  that  yonr  memorialists  end  the  conntiy 
oan  look  for  a  competent  remedy.  This  remedy  may 
prebaUj  he  found  in  the  substitution  of  specific  for  ad 
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Y«ar  memoriidisleMspeotfiiUy  addl^.tbBCrii 
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able*  body.    And  forthavselfiveofyanr  ~ 
your  memorialists,  will  ever  siaeerefa^pmjp. 

THOMA9  OILFm,  mi 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Mieans. 

PROXaBSTJSB  9ILL8  OF  EXCHANGE. 

.  Mr.  Ha;Wkin8  fldOTad  the  adoptioD  of  the  fel- 
lowing  resolution : 

Ruobei  That  tiie  Committee  of  Wajs  end  M4 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
ing  to  individnalf  the  amount  of  damages,  or  loss  of 
interest  sustained  in  consequence  of  the  protest  d 
any  bills  of  eachange,  drawn  on  the  Coveiunieat  W 
any  tndividaals,  within  ths  Isst  Isat  twel«»  menths. 

In  reply  to  an  iaqoiry  by  Mr.  McKuc,  for  Ac& 
on  which  this  motion  was  predicated'— 

Mr.  HAWKiNa  smted,  that  there  had  been  a 
few  insmnoes  in  which  indiTidaals  had  procured 
bills  of  eKobange  on  the  GbTernmeDC,  aad^  ia 
conseqaenoe  of  inability  to  pay  them,  nad  been 
compelled  to  pay  damagee  thereon.  There  was 
only  one  case  within  his  own  knowledge,  aad  ibat 
was  one  in  which  an  individnal  had  paid  for  a 
dmft  on  the  Government  $14,000,  which  draft 
had  been  sold  by  him  to  the  Bank  of  Kentecky^ 
by  it  to  the  Bank  of  P^onsylrania.  by  wbom, 
through  the  Bank  of  Washington,  it  had  been 
presented  to  the  Ghivernraent,  proccsied  Ibr  want 
of  fundsj  and  returned.  The  laws  of  Kentucky 
auihorizing  ten  per  cent,  damages  on  protesced 
bill%  paid  over  to  third  peteom^  that  allowance 
bad  been  ehiimcd  by  the  banks,  and  the  indtTidoals 
compelled  to  pay  it.  The  bill  had  since  been 
presented  by  htm  (Mr.  HAWKnB)to  the  Treasn* 
ry,  aad  paid  in  Treasnry  notes^  on  which  the  pa-- 
son  before  named  was  compelled  to  pay  six  and 
a  half  per  cent,  diseoant. 

Mr.  FAtiaow  opposed  the  motion  at  some 
length,  and  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  to  the 
end  thereof,  the  following  words:  ''And  aim 
^Treasury  notee  which  hare  been  paid  by  the 
'  OoTernment  to  fair  creditors,  and  neeessariiy 
'  sold  by  said  creditoiaat  a  discount.'' 

This  amendment,  after  someconTersation,  hav- 
ing  been  agreed  to  by  a  small  majority — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hawniia,  the  raocton  as 
amended  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

MILITARY  PEACE  E8TABU8HUENT. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whda 
pn  the  bill  for  fixing  the  MMitarr  Pe^ee  Bsn^ 
lUhmcQt;  find  the  fimt  aoction  of  the  biU  havng 
been  read,  which  proposes  to  fix  it  at  ten  than- 
sand  men — 

Mr.  Taoi7Psaid  the  Milimry  EstabiishiaeithiA 
just  been  perfected— the  Army  had  joA  been 
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nade  om  of  the  fiii«tt  ia  th«  world,  when  it  be* 
mme  n^eemwf  to  redtiee  it*  It  was  the  ietvto  be 
'egretteri,  however,  as  the  eeaee  of  it  wee  a  sub* 
ect  of  ftiaoefe  aod  ooivcffiel  eoBrratalatton— it 
rae  proper  to  redtieie^the  Af  my.  Tiie  only  quee- 
ions  for  the  Hooee  were,  let.  The  extent  of  the 
edaetjon.    3dly*  The  mode  of  redoertion. 

With  retfeet  to  the  firsts  (the  ezccot  of  redoe- 
iod)  he  presumed  that  three  object  ^^^*  ^^ 
laira  the  aitentioa  of  the  Hoose.  Ut.  The  se* 
urity  of  the  cotmtry ;  2d}y.  The  interest  of  the 
iouatry ;  and  3dly»  The  josi  claims  of  the  Arm ]^. 

Ia  coDsideriog  the  security  of  the  coaotry,  it 
vas  only  necessary  to  advert  to  the  actual  state 
if  the  country.  The  war  had  thia  moment  ter- 
ainated  and  left  us  eorrounded  with  the  fleets  and 
irniie^^the  formidable  fleets  aod  armies  of  oor 
ate  enemy.  What  sceurity  had  we  that  these 
leets  and  armies  would  be  withdrawn  ?  At  least 
we  had  no  other  seeurity  than  the  good  fhith  of 
he  nation  with  whom  we  had.  coneluded  the 
>eaee.  Admitting  thlit  faith  to  be  what  ir  ought 
.o  be,  he  sobmttied  witb  much,  deferenoe  to  the- 
9ouse,  whether  theafeeurtty  of  any  oonntrf  ought 
o  be  made  to  depeod  upon  the  good  faith  of  any 
>ther  country*  He  pieeamed  ttiat  erespco^ble 
nilitary  force  would  be  &-  much  safer  depen- 
lenee  So  said  the  poUcy  audi  practice  or  all 
civilized  nations^-so  said  the  poliey  aod  piiactice 
>f  all  the  naiioiis of  Eftorope.  There theptactiee 
iras  to  disband  or  withdrew fMu*t;Mieu-*<lie  one 
Power  withdrawing  aaihe  other  witbdesw^-the: 
^oe  Power  reduetng  as  the  other  reduced*  He 
lid  not  know  an  inatenee  in  Busopeao:  htseery 
}f  two  nations  tecminating  a  war  by  an  hoaera* 
>le  peace,  whcfe  theone  instantaneously  ledoeed 
its.military  forcetoe  Peace  Bscab&iahmentyiewriiig 
the  other  to  maintain-  ite  force  oii  a  War  Bstakn 
iishmeot  upon  itaff oetier.  Sueh,  however,  would: 
be  preeieely  our  case  if  we  determined  on  a^  iiid« 
deo  aod  gieat  reduction  of  the  army. 

The  treaty  of  peaoe  had  sttpcdated  thesurree- 
der  of  pests  and  the  resloralien  of  eertaki  prop- 
erty— both  were  important^  and  yet  what  secertty 
had  we  that  either  stipulation  would-  be  fuldMcd 
if  we  suddenly  strimd  owselves  of  our  military 
power?  We  would  have  no  reliance  left  but  on 
the  good  faith  of  our  late  enemy.  If  the  poeta 
were  not  s«urrenderedor  the  property  restored,  be 
presumed  we  would,  begin  to  rcorgaaixe  srnd 
restore  our  Army;  hetbwight  it  therefore  more 
wise  and  more  prudent,oa  the  ground  of  seeurity, 
to  make  our  reduction  moderate,  Itaiitedj  and 
gradual. 

But,  3dly.  The  interest  of  the  country.  The 
interest  of  the  country,  in  ottes^se  of  the  wordj 
required  not  merely  thereduotionbot  the  anoihile-' 
tion  of  the  Army.  It  was  the  interest  of  the  couo'- 
try  to  relieve  the  Qovemmeotand  country  from 
the  burden  of  the  whole  military  espense ;  but 
this  could  only  be  done  by:  the  entire  destruction 
of  the  milUary  force.  Why^  therefore,  was  it 
not  proposed  to  pet  dowa-  the  Army  altogether? 
Only  because  the  security  of  the  country  forbade 
it.  Here,  then,  was  a  coosideratioo  of  interest 
oonneeted  with  thecoastderationof  seeority^  But 


there  was  an  interest  dtstinet  and 
it  was  that  which  would  look  with  a  steady  eye 
to  what  were  eoasidered  great  aad  important 
rights  and  principles^  not  settled  by  the  treaty  of 
peace.  The  treaty  of  peace  was  a  treaty  of  peaoe 
merely— it  was  properly  sueh^t  propos«fd  little> 
more  than  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.  Much  more- 
remained  to  be  settled  ;  rights,  principles  and  kh 
terests,  considered  essential  to  the  prosperity  of 
commerce,  narigation  and  flsheries,  remained  te 
be  settled.  This  was  to  be  done  in  the  only  way 
in  which  it  ought  to  be  done*^hy  a  treaty  or  com* 
merce.  NaUoas  negotiate  with  more  weight  and- 
iofluenee  with  arms  in  their  hands  than  without 
them,  and  a  large  army  would  carry  into  a  nego- 
tiation more  weight  aad  influence  than  a  small 
oae ;  he  submitted  therefore  to  the  Hoose,  whe- 
ther a  great  and  sudden  reduction  of  the  Army 
would  not  prejudice  those  rights  and  interests, 
and  whether  the  intetest  of  the  United  States  did* 
not,  on  this  account,  reouire  for  the  present  the' 
exhibition  of  a  lespeetabfe  military  force. 

Bot^  3dly.  The  just  claii»sof  the  Army.    Whe* 
ther  the  redaction  were  great  or  small,  instants*^ 
neons  or  eventual,  the  just  claims  of  the  Army 
could  not  fail  to  be»sob9ect  of  eoasideretion  witv 
the  House.    By  the  just  claims  of  the  Army  he* 
did  not' mean  to  be  understood  as-speaking  of  a(K 
seHue  right  on  the  one  sideand' cor  respondent  ab- 
seloie  obligation  on  the  o^er;  aK  he  mestit  was^ 
a"  jitst  and  equitable  claim  to  liberal  provision 
IVonf  the  generosity  of  the  Legislature.    The  offi- 
cers'and  soldiers  to  be  disbanded  were  entitled  to 
a  liberal  provision,  not  because  they  had  embark- 
ed ia  the  rej^ular  service — not  because  they  had 
exposed  their  lived  in  defence  of  their  ooiutry-^ 
not  because  very  many  of  them  had  been  wounded 
and  disabled — not  because  very  manv  of  them 
bad'  fallen,.leaving  their  wives  and  children  d*^ 
pendent  on  the  charities  of  the  woildr-net  b#-* 
cause  these  brave  men  were,  sliil  williag  fnrthetfi 
to  expose  their  Uvee^not  beaansa  thetrskill  aad^ 
valor  had  greatly  contribo(ed'<  te  the  restoietloa 
of  the  blessings  of  peace— not  for  all  these — but 
besauaatliey  had  entered  into  the  service  for  vearS| 
perhaps  forever ;  abandoning  the  pursuits  or  civil 
life  by  which  they  subsisted  and  betaking  them- 
selves to  arms  as  a  profession;    This  profession 
was  not  by  their  own  act,  but  by  the  act  of  Qot- 
ertuneot  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  taken  from 
them,  and  they  were  turned  upon  the  world  with«- 
out  occupation,  many  of  them  penniless  and  in- 
deht.    It  was  right,  it  was  just,  that  a  provision* 
should  be  made  which  would  enable  them  to  sub- 
sist until  they  cotdd  find  employment^  it  was  the 
more  so  in  a  country  where  there  was  no  peosioa' 
list,  no  hotel  of  invalids ;  ir  was  on  this  principle 
that  all  Govemmcots  had  made  liberal  and  gen^ 
erous  provision -for  disbanded  officers ;  it  was  oik 
this  principle  that  the  Old  Congress  had  read^ 
provision  for'  the  disbanded  officers  of  the  Revo* 
lution.  The  provision  proposed  was  fhr  from  a  lib' 
eral  provision,  but  it  was  better  than  nothing;  it 
wes  a  provision  in  land  and  notin-money ;  because 
it  was  believed  to  be  more  convenient  to  the  Gov^ 
eroment  to  give  land  than  money.    He  hope^ 
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chat  the  House  woalil  Deter  think  of  disbftoding 
Che  Armf  withoat  makiog  90010  promioo. 

Secondly.  The  mode  of  redoetioo.  There  were 
Chree  modes  of  redoeiog  the  Array  ;  the  first  was, 
by  retainiog  in  serTiee  all  the  regiraeots,  redoeiog 
both  officers  and  men — the  skeletons  of  regiments 
being  preserved,  it  woald  only  be  necessary  on  any 
emergencv  compelling  a  resort  to  arms,  to  fill  op 
and  supply ;  the  second  mode  was,  by  reducing 
the  number  of  regiments  one-half  or  one-third, 
and  reducing  at  the  same  time  both  officers  and 
men  of  each  regiment,  but  so  reducing  the  officers 
as  to  retain  a  sufficient  number  of  field,  and  com- 
paoy,  and  staff  officers  to  enable  the  Gtorernment 
on  the  recurrence  of  war  to  double  the  number  of 
miments,  givin|[  to  each  regiment  an  experienced 
officer  of  the  yarious  grades ;  the  third  mode  was, 
the  consolidation  and  reduction  proposed  by  the 
bill,  the  effect  of  which  was,  to  reduce  the  Army 
to  the  old  Peace  Establishment.  It  was  hoped 
that  the  House  would  consider  the  reduction  to 
ten  thousand  as  the  lowest  possible  reduction ;  it 
would  reduce  the  ezpeDse  of  the  Military  ESstab- 
lishment  to  a  mere  trifle  compared  with  the  war 
expenditure.  He  would  gire  the  estimate,  which 
would  show  that  the  annual  expense  would  be  less 
Chan  three  millions : 
10^000 men, at tSOO  each  ••9,000,000 

3  miyor  generals  and  aids         -  1S,000 

4  brigadier  generals  and  aids    -  14^600 
8  colonels 13^000 

14  lieutenant  colonels        ...        S0,000 

138  captains 84,000 

128  firat  lieutenants     ....         78,000 

128  second  lieutenants         .     •  .        •         70,000 

48  third  lieutenants  (artillezy,)  -       .        23,600 

'  128  ensigns 60,764 


2,376,764 

100,000 

60,000 

30,000 


Staff 

Camp  equipage        .        .       • 
and  hospital  stores    • 


Qoartennaster's  storss,   ftiel,   statiensiy, 
•tiawy  and  transportation      •       .       . 


100,000 


$2,686,764 

Making  an  aggregate  expense  of  two  millions 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  actual  expen- 
diture would,  he  was  convinced,  &11  short  of  the 
estimate;  the  war  cost  of  a  soldier,  completely 
equipped  and  furnished,  was  three  hundred  and 
eight  dollars  per  annum ;  the  peace  cost  was  only 
one  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  per  annum,  but 
he  had  set  it  down  at  two  hundred  dollars  per 
man ;  besides,  the  estimate  supposed  that  the  corps 
would  always  be  full,  which  would  seldom  or 
neyer  happen,  and  the  quantity  of  camp  equipage, 
hospital  stores,  and  quastermaster's  stores  on  hand, 
would,  for  the  first  year  or  two,  make  a  considera- 
ble deduction  from  those  items.  With  these  ob- 
aer?ations  he  would  submit  the  subject  for  the 
decision  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PicKfiaiN0,8aid,he  should  be  glad  to  know 
how  this  force  was  to  be  disposed  of;  where  it 
was  to  be  stationed,  and  how  employed.  He 
should  be  glad  to  hear  the  reasons  why  so  large 


a  number  of  men  were  to  be  employed,  11  k 
said,  the  reasons  in  favor  of  so  lam  a  force  bid 
not  been  such  as  to  satisfy  him.  if  aoy  detailei 
statement  on  these  points  were  afforded,  be  aid^ 
the  House  would  be  better  able  to  jodjeoftbe 
propriety  of  the  course  proposed. 

Mr.  Troup  said,  the  committee  haif  so  soeli 
detailed  statement;  but,  there  could  be  bo  doubt 
the  troops  would  be  stationed  at  the  ntuoi posts 
and  garrisons  in  the  United  States,  aodwWrerer 
their  serrtces  would  appear  to  be  bestsppliei 

Mr.  DxaBA  said,  duty  impelled  him  to  sake  s 
motion  to  try  the  sense  of  the  Comoittee,  a  id 
the  number  of  the  Army  neceasary  to  be  kq»a^ 
for  a  Peace  Establishment.  Although  he  hii 
always  been  in  faror  of  the  greatest  Domberpn- 
poeed  in  time  of  war,  liecaiise  be  thooght  it  pn- 
dent  to  relieve  the  militia  from  being  bansei 
by  draughts,  yet  he  was  not  in  favor  of  1  hif 
Peace  Establishment.  He  therefore  mored  10 
strike  out  the  word  ten  and  insert  aix.  Heb^ 
liered  six  thousand  to  be  sufficient  for  all  parpon 
in  time  of  peace ;  we  have  no  use  for  s  regvle 
army  in  time  of  peace,  but  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing up  the  frontier  garrisoBs,  and  to  takeet/eof 
the  arms,  dbc— then  how  many  garrisons  viiiir 
be  necessary  to  keep  up  ?  not  exceeding  twx^- 
five  or  thirty.  Indeed  he  believed  thirty  to  be 
the  extent  of  the  number  we  have,  and  will  not 
one  hundred  be  sufficient,  on  an  average,  to  eieh 
garrison  ?  He  said  some  woold  require  perfa<{i 
more  than  a  hundred,  but  others  wouM  not  rcfitn 
more  than  twenty-five  or  thirty  men— tfa<a»p> 
posing  the  average  to  be  one  hoiidred  tod  tbesiB- 
ber  of  garrisons  thirty,  which  wiU  he  theeitnt, 
you  will  require  but  three  thomuid  forgarriaflt 
purpose;  then, admitting  the  amendmeotsseeeedf, 
you  will  have  three  thousand  to  gooi,<app»fiy 
the  number  always  to  be  compleM^  bet  which  a 
not  to  be  presumed.  Then  where  if  ibeMcesity 
of  keeping  up  ten  thousand?  Oesiiemefl  tell 
you  it  is  necessary  as  a  aecnrityagiiost  imposi- 
tion from  foreign  Powers,  Mi.  0.  wA  we  htve 
a  better  security  than  ten.  or  even  fifty)  thoostnd 
regulars.  The  yeomanry  of  the  eouatry  is  tbe 
great  security ;  and  cireumstances  hare  prores  ia 
this  wrar  that  the  militia  and  vdlvoteers  of  tbe 
country,  when  well  officered  and  ntstged,  ve 
able  for  the  best  veteran  troops  of  Briisin,  whieb 
is,  1  confess,  a  subject  of  pride,  becaoie  it  pror«s 
that  there  is  no  necessity  of  keepiog  np  1  hip 
standing  army  i  n  time  of  peace.  He  said  tbe  peo- 
ple had  suffered  privations  of  every  descriptkA 
since  the  declaration  of  war,  and  would  btn 
borne  as  much  more  if  it  had  been  seeesstfT- 
They  have  acted  generally  worthy  of  freeoei. 
But  if  all  the  taxes  are  to  be  ri  vetted  on  tbea  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  up  large  staodiogtrnio 
in  time  of  peace,  what  have  they  gained  by  their 
patriotic  exertions  ?  Very  little  iMit  tbe  sstisb^ 
tion  of  having  decentlv  drubbed  tbe  eseiDfii 
many  instances.  We  have  gotten  throof^^ 
war— peace  is  concluded— the  first  considefKK^ 
in  mv  estimation  is  to  curtail  our  ezpeDse&^ 
by  which  ameliorate  the  condition  of  tbep«>P^* 
It  u  proven  that  the  militia  of  the  coqobi  ^ 
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capable  at  all  timei  at  least  of  deienrire  opera- 
lions,  coosequeotly  will  not  be  willing  to  pay 
beavy  (axes,  for  tbe  purpose  of  keeping  larcestand- 
iog  armies.    We  have  boasted  that  a  well  organ- 
ized militia  was  the  bulwark  of  our  liberty,  and 
-ecent  circumstaDoes  have  proved  it  to  be  a  fact ; 
ben  where  is  tbe  necessity  of  going  into  a  mea- 
sure that  is  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  our 
jrOTernment  ?    But  it  is  said  that  ten  thousand 
egular  forces  are  necessary  to  keep  the  hostile 
Indians  of  the  West  in  check.    Mr.  D.said  regu- 
ars  were  not  the  kind  of  force  the  best  adapted 
o  Indian  warfare;  the  Western  riflemen  were 
he  best  calculated  to  chastise  the  insolence  of 
he  Indians.    There  will  be  no  diflSiculty,  if  it  be- 
comes necessary,  to  obtain  a  sufficiency  of  volun- 
eer  riflemen  from  the  West  to  keep  the  Indians 
n  check.    They  are  the  kind  of  force  that  the 
Indians  are  afraid  of;  they  care  terv  little  for  your 
-egular  musketry.    But  it  is  saia  to  be  impru- 
lent  to  reduce  the  regular  Army  much  till  tbe 
British  gi?e  up  our  garrisons.    Sir,  we  have  pos- 
session of,  and  have  garrisons  on  their  territory  ; 
we  hare  also  possession  of  two  of  the  lakes.    It 
s  presumed  that  the  garrisons  on  each  side  will 
\e  given  up  simultaneously.    He  said  he  believed 
here  was  no  danger  but  they  would  give  up  the 
garrisons  and  be  glad  to  be  off  so.    They  will  not 
un  the  risk  of  having  their  veteran  troops  again 
thastised  by  the  militia.    Mr.  D.  said,  the  beet 
ecurity  was.  that  the  enemy  know  that  we  have 
learly  a  million  of  militia,  composed  of  the  yeo- 
nanry  of  the  country,  who  are  willing  at  all  tiraea 
o  protect  their  rights  as  beeomea  freemen. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  hoped  that  the  motion  of 
us  friend  from  Kentucky  would  not  obtain*  To 
educe  the  Army  at  this  time  to  six  thousand, 
aid  he,  appears  to  me  to  be  premature,  while 
he  forces  of  Great  Britain  are  yet  in  our  neigh- 
borhood, and  hovering  on  our  coast.  I  think  it 
hould  not  be  reduced  to  less  than  ten  thousand, 
he  number  reported  by  the  committee,  and  in- 
leed,  sir,  a  larger  number  would  meet  my  appro- 
>ation.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  there  are  sev- 
eral executory  articles,  the  delivery  of  posts,  Ac, 
md  in  this  posture  of  our  affairs  we  ought  to 
novo  with  caution.  The  Kings  and  Kmperors  of 
Surope,  it  will  be  recollected,  are  now  at  Vienna 
listributing  the  spoils  of  their  confederation,  the 
>etty  dominions  of  the  Continent,  and  may  not 
lo  it  so  as  to  effect  a  general  peace.  Thqr  too 
lave  yet  large  armies.  We  ought  not  to  lorget 
he  Treaty  of  Amiens,  and  the  immediate  breach 
>f  it,  although  I  have  little  doubt  of  the  sincerity 
>f  Great  Britain  in  the  peace,  and  hope  it  may 
>e  permanent.  But,  bad  she  been  insincere  at  the 
ime,  I  am  confident  that  the  disaster  her  troops 
lave  sustained  at  New  Orleans  would  be  a  per^ 
ect  panacea  of  her  war  spirit  against  the  United 
Stales.  I  hope  my  friend  will  withdraw  his  mo- 
ioQ,  upon  its  being  considered  that  ten  thousand 
nen  was  the  Peace  Establishment  in  1808,  and 
heo  met  the  approbation  of  Congress,  and  that 
he  Administration  at  this  time  have  advised  a 
much  larger  number.  The  Indians  may  not  feel 
lisposed  to  be  at  peace  with  us,  although  I  have 


the  strongest  grounds  to  hope  they  will,  as  I  have 
always  believed  that  thev  were  pressed  into  the 
war  by  the  British,  and  that,  as  they  were  now  al 
peace  with  us,  they  would  cease  their  excitements 
of  the  Indians  to  hostility  against  us.  and  that  the 
effect  will  cease  with  the  cause. 
Mr«  Desba  declined  withdrawing  his  motion. 
Mr.  Sharf  said,  he  should  have  been  gratified 
had  the  Military  Committee  given  tbe  House 
some  statement  of  what  number  of  troops  would 
be  necessary  to  keep  up  the  garrisons  at  the  dif- 
ferent posts.    He  should  like  to  know  the  num- 
ber estimated  by  the  Executive,  as  necessary  for 
that  purpose.    If  ten  thousand  men  were  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose,  he  would  vote  them ;  but 
he  was  unwilling  to  vote  a  single  man  for  any 
other  purpose.    For  the  purposes  of  war  a  stand- 
ing army  often  thousand  men  was  nothing — for 
a  Peace Establi8hment,ftve  thousand  were  enough. 
The  way  to  support  the  military  character,  and  to 
propagate  and  preserve  military  science,  he  con- 
ceived, was  by  a  liberal  establishment  of  military 
schools,  ^.    Education   makes  soldiers.    Our 
old  army,   the  officers  of  which  had  generally 
been  so  long  in  service,  had,  he  said,  made  no 
considerable  figure  during  the  late  war ;  its  offi- 
cers had   been  generally  eelipsed  by  those  of 
later  appointment.    The  officers  of  a  Peace  Es^ 
tablishment  were  by  their  habiu  fitted  to  com- 
mand on  garrison  duty,  but  were  frequently  mere 
drones  ;  it  was  in  times  of  exigency,  that  talents 
and  intrepidity  were  called  to  the  standard  of  their 
country,  and  not  in  time  of  peace,  when  there 
was  so  little  in  the  military  life  attractive  to  a 
man  of  spirit  and  enterprise.    Mr.  8.  said,  unless 
it  should  be  proved  to  him,  that  ten  thousand  men 
were  necessary  for  garrison  duty,  he  should  vote 
in  favor  of  five  thousand,  which  he  believed  to  be 
sufficient.    In  time  of  peace,  he  believed  no  gen- 
tleman would  emplov  our  soldiers  in  opening 
roads,  or  making  canals,  as  the  Romans  did  theirs ; 
they  could  therefore  perform  no  labor  or  service, 
unless  it  was  in  building  forts,  repairing  girrisons, 
or  mere  military  parade.    As  to  what  might  be  the 
disposition  of  our  late  enemy,  five,  ten  or  fifteen 
thousand  men  more  or  less  would  not  put  us  in  a 
better  situation  to  enforce  our  rights  in  the  nego- 
tiation of  a  treaty  of  commerce,  than  we  are  now 
in.    A  decided  course  on  the  part  of  those  who 
administer  the  Government,  a  proper  use  of  their 
resources  of  men  and  money,  would  put  them  in 
a  very  short  time  in  a  condition  to  wage  war,  if  it 
ever  again  became  necessary,  and  would  secure 
them  the  respectof  those Powersdisposed  to  invade 
our  rights.    Meanwhile,  as  things  now  stand,  we 
ought  to  curtail  our  expenses,  and  husband  our 
resources.    This  is  a  Government  of  the  people, 
and,  to  carry  them  with  you,  the  burdens  you  im- 
pose on  them  should  be  made  as  light  as  possible. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  felt  as  much  as  any  one  the  value 
of  the  services  rendered  by  our  army ;  he  admired 
as  much  as  any  one  the  brilliant  achievements 
by  the  talents  of  our  officers  and  the  bravery  of 
the  soldiers.    That  character  had  been  principally 
acquired  since  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
and  was  not  to  be  supported  by  the  extent  of  the 
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boi  rather  by  ibe  establisbment  of  proper  mill- 
tarf  meadenicai  iaBtitotioos  tbroegboot  ibe  coqd- 

Mr.  Troup  stated  that  the  MIliUHy  Comniitiee 
bad  received  from  the  War  DepartoieDtr  jrettar^ 
day,  a  comnmnieatioQ,  which,  io  its  material 
parts,  was  a  confidential  eommunieatioii,  aad  im- 
proper to  be  exposed  to  the  world  at  large,  though 
It  might  witboQt  impfoprietj  be  read  by  ^rtfj 
memMT  of  the  Moase ;  and,  if  the  Hoase  thooght 
it  of  sufficient  importaaoa  to  go  into  soeret  ses- 
sion on  the  snbjact,  thejr  mi|;ht  do  so,  and  it  could 
be  read.  The  eommanication,  he  said,  expressed 
in  as  decided  terms  as  oould  be  used,  the  opinion 
that  a  certain  amooat  of  military  force  ought  to 
be  retained*  Mr.  T.  then  quoted  a  part  of  the 
Message  reeommendinr  the  retention  of  twenty 
thousand  men  on  the  Military  Bstablisbment. 

Mr.  PoTTSBsaid  he  hoped  the  motion  no^iF 
pending  to  reduce  the  Armr  to  six  thoosasd 
would  prevail,  and  wished  that  the  gentleman 
had  moved  to  redoee  the  Army  to  two  thousand 
men.  Ten  thousand  men,  he  laid,  were  nothing 
for  the  purposes  of  war,  but  quite  enough  to  gar* 
risen  the  posts  oa  the  seahoafd  during  a-  time  of 
peace*  We  did  not  want  more  for  the  latter  ob* 
ject  in  peace  thaa  it  seemed  we  had  wanted  in 
war;  and,  aa  regarded  the  State  he  repiveented, 
he  wanted  none  of  them.  As  to  the  peinls  to  be 
settled  by  a  treaty  of  commerce,  to-day  was  the 
first  time  he  had  ever  heard  it  was  necessary  to 
keep  up  ao  army,  to  induee  a  nation  to  maxe  a 
good  bafgaia  with  yoii.  We  stand  on  equal 
jitoaod  in  relatioa  to  a- commercial  treaty ;  and 
if  Qreat  Brttaia  should  not  see  fit  to  make  one, 
he  would  not  agree  to  fight  her  for  it.  If  the  oh- 
jeets  for  which  we  went  to  war  are  not  attained, 
and,  instead  of  settling  them  in  a  treaty  of  peace, 
they  are  reserved  to  quarrel  abattt  in  a  treaty  of 
comoMree,  we  have  gone  to  war  for  nothing,  and 
made  peace  in  vain.  He  hoped  and  believed  it 
was  the  mutual  interest  of  the  two  nations  to  be 
at  peace,  and  to  have  a.  good  commercial  treaty^ 
It  had  been  laid  that  twenty  thousand  men  would 
cost  less  than  six  millions.  We  have,  Mr.  P. 
said,  talked  so  long  about  millions  aad  millions, 
that  we  have  almost  lost  all  idea  of  the  value  of 
money.  But.  if  the  people^  who  are  taxed  to  psy 
these  six  millions,  were  told  it  waa  only  for  the 
purpose  of  supporting  a  little  standing  army,  they 
would  think.it  a  matter  of  soum  coBseqaence.  It 
was  of  more  importance,  Mr.  P.  said,  to  reduce 
the  bordefison  the  people  than  to  keep  up  a  small 
army  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  present 
taxation  on  the  people.  This  nation  would  have 
more  infiuence  with  the  British  or  any  other  na- 
tion, if  it  had  plenty  of  moaBy)  withoat  ao  armf, 
than  it  would  have  if  it  were  pressed  for  money 
aad  had  a  standing  anay.  We  had  derived  seme 
experience  from  the  war  joat  closed^  which  had 
been  begun  withoot  money  and  without  men. 
The  re-esublisbment  of  the  ciedit  of  the  natloa 
would  be  of  much  more  importaace  to  the  nation 
should  it  again  be  inroived  in  war,  than  the  sup- 
port of  a  standing  army  in  the  iatetral  of  peaeei 


To  keep  up  aa  army  often  tfaooaaad  men  weaii 
he  said,  be  aa  useless  aad  naneecsaary  expense. 
The  questioa  on  redaciag  the  namberffeatee 
to  six  thousand,  was  thea  taken  and  dceidfrf  m 


One  seotion  of  the  bill,  proridea  tfcsr  ''fioa 
and  after  the  first  dayof  April  oext,€ruiOoa 
thereafter  asciieamstances  nBay"  permii,*  this  set 
shall  take  efieet,  and  the  sopenHnnerary  dfeers 
and  men  be  discharged. 

A  motioa  was  made  to  sabatitote  for  theihsve 
quoted  words,  the  words  ^  as  soon  m%  the  access- 
ry  arfaageoMnu  can  be  made." 

Mr.  LoWNoae  opposed  the  mticioa.  Hesof- 
gested  that  it  would  be  extreuoKriy  improdeat  t» 
direct  that  as  soon  as  the  mens  meefaanical  »> 
raaaements  coaldbe  raade^  the  wbole  array  shsald 
be  disbanded.  It  would  be  the  first  time,  he  b^ 
lieved,  any  such  amagement  had  been  laade  kf 
a  aation  oa  the  instant  of  a  coneiasioa  of  a  pcscc 
Sappose  any  diffiealtr  should  oecnr  in  the  erae- 
uauon  of  the  poets  hm  by  the  late  enemy  oo  oar 
territory— there  is  no  man  who  wonld  aot  ssy  t 
discretioa  to  retain  the  army  in  beia^  ia  saeh  t 
case  ought  not  to  be  left  with  the  Bireeniive.  Et 
would  not  wish  the  Gkirerament  so  imperkm/f 
boand  by  law^  that,  no  matter  what  oaexMeted 
emergeacy  aught  arise,  it  wonld  be  compelled  is 
drop  this  force  ftom  Its  haadK  He  therefofe 
thought  there  was  aa  obvious  impropriefy  ia  the 
proposed  aaMudment* 

The  motioa  above  stated  was  then  wfthdnas 
by  the  mover. 

Mr.  PtcnsBfHosaid,  if  this  discretioa  was  left 
ia  the  bill,  its  provisioas  would  be  nearly  nositiH 
ry.  Whc«  wtll  oireamstaaecs  admit  ci  dtsbaad- 
ing  the  Army,  according  to  the  ideas  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Sottth  Caroliim?  Somechiog  had 
bcea  said  of  the  unsettled  state  of  JSarope.  Bot; 
suppose  war  to  arise  in  Europe  shall  we  nor 
thereby  be  more  than  ever  secared  agalast  war 
on  our  shores  ?  Sorely  no  geailemaa  ia  the 
Hoase  could  beliere  there  wis  any  danger  of  a 
renewal  of  the  war  we  had  just  terminated;  and, 
if  not,  why  not  rednce  the  Army  so  soon  as  ar- 
ranxemettts  for  that  purpose  can  be  made  7  U 
the  latitude  proposed  be  leftj  then  the  whole  army 
may  be  retained  in  service  for  six  months  longer, 
or  even  until  the  next  session  of  Congios.  Why 
should  the  nation,  burdened  as  it  is  with  taxes, 
groaning  under  the- weight  of  taxes  necessary  to 
pay  the  war  deb^  be  still  further  burdened  by  un- 
necessarily keeping  this  force  in  service  ? 

Mr.  P.  Baxboor  said,*  as  a  member  of  the 
Military  Committee,  he  had  aecorded  in  vr^ioa 
with  the  report.    All  things  considered,  he  had 
preferred  the  nnmber  of  ten  thonsand  mea  for 
the  Peace  Bfttabllshment.     That  nnmber  had 
been  to-day  reduced  by  the  House.    Mr.  B.  said 
he  was  as  desirous  as  any  one  could  be  to  cnnst^ 
the  expenses  of  the  nation ;  and  if  he  beKerrd 
one  thonsand  men  sufficient  for  the  Peace  &BiiH 
llshment,  he  wonid  voce  to  redoee  it  to  tfaatssiB- 
ber;  but  in  the  present  state  of  things,  aad  is  the 
actual  sitoafion  of  the  country,  the  suggestion  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carollaa  waa  cauded 
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lo  omefa-'weigluL  To  Icmvfl^ai  dmretion:  witii  the 
BxecttltFc^  majr  do  the.  natioD  mocb  good,  and 
camiot  do.  it  raach  harm.  Havt  we,  said  Mr.  B., 
soofideace  in  the  Bxteotive  tint  he  will  do  bis 
]ot^ ;  that  he  will,  if  the  discretion  be  confided 
o  hiin,  do  what  is  r^ht  %  I  hare  do  hesitation 
n  saying,  be  wilL  How'then  will  the  ease  stood  ? 
Da  thia  obrtoos  and  eorrect  ground :  If  the  cir* 
^umstaaees  of  the  coaoiry  wanrast  the  dtsbaod- 
nent,  it  will  take  plaoe.  If  not.  the  redoction; 
9?ill  not  and  ooght  net  to  talce  places  With  re- 
i;ard  to  the  Boropeaoeonfliec,  that,  Mr.  B^appro* 
leaded,  the  SiZeentivei  would  not  take  iitto  the 
nquiry  as  to  the  expedieoeyi  of  disbanding*  the 
A.rmy ;  but,  there  werej  by .ihe  treaty,  poets  nutu* 
illy  to  be  restored.  These  was  an  army  of  the 
Britiah  GorerameDtnowin  Canada  from  twenty^ 
&.ve  to  thirty  or  thtrty«6re  thousand  stf oag,  which 
he  hoped  would  be  withdrawn  from  our  lines;  as 
well  as  the  blockading  squadrons  from  our  eoast. 
He  hoped  thai  ail  theartieksof  the  treaty  would 
be  faithfully  executed  on  the  part  of  the  Britieb 
GU>Ternmeott  as  he  knew  they  woald  be:  on  the 
[mrt  of  the:  American.  But  we  have  had  otpe- 
rieoce  on  the  eonclusioa  of  thofoRoerwof ,  idnch: 
Leaches  ua  thai  these  expeebitions  may  be  disapi- 
pointed.  We  know  that  the :poeta on  thelroatier 
were  not  delireredui^.  ami  other  artielaa  wen  noft 
complied  with  of  a  treaty  eatared  into,  with  a» 
nueh  soleaaoity  as  this;. that,  &om  1783  to  1794^ 
one  of  our  po8t&  was  not  delirered  upu  Mn  B;* 
said,  he  was  auxtona  to  pare  down  the  expenses 
of  the  Qoverament  to  the  least  possible  sum) 
compatible  with  ih»  iaierest  aad  seoarity  of  the 
Government;  but,  in  the  present  situation  o£  thee 
countryi  peace  haviog.  tei oainated.  with  a  natioa 
with  whom  we  oneo  before  made  a  treaty,  por»* 
tions  of  which  treaty,  (about  which  there  could 
be  no  difficulty  of  coDstrootion)  had-  not  baen. 
complied  with  for  from  four  to  eleven  years,  tluBso 
could  not  be  any  possible  objeetton  to  veatiog  a 
discretionary  power  in  the  Kzeeu tire  iu  regard 
to  a  disbandment  of  the  Army.  On.  this  simple 
proposition)  truth  and  propriety  were  staaspcd  on: 
Its  face ;  if  the  situation  of  the  country  jnsliiea 
disbandment^  it  will  take  place;  if  it  does  not) 
the  Army  will  not.  because  it  ought  not  to  be  dia- 
banded* 

Mr.  JkCEAon^  of  Virginia,  having  moved  to 
amend  the  clause  above  stated,  by  striking  out 
the  words  "from  and  after  the  first  day  ol 
April"— 

Mr.  £pp£8  said,  he  was  certainly  as  much  dis* 
posed  as  any  other  man  to  repose  confidence  in 
the  present  Executive;  but  he  wu  unwilling 
to  repose  in  any  Executive  a  power  to  decide  w- 
soiutelv  so  important  a  question  as  that  of  tbe 
disbandment  of  aa  army.  As  the  bill  was  re^ 
ported,  a  fair  limit  was  given  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Executive,  by  enacting  that,  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable after  a  given  day,  the  Army  should  be  dis*< 
banded:  but,  were  the  amendment  adopted,  it 
would  be  left  to  the  disoretion  of  the  Executive 
whether  the  Army  should  be  disbanded  at  aU. 
Mr.  £.  said,  it  was  that  to  which  he  objected. 
If  tbe  arguments  of  his  colleague  (Mn  Barooub) 


iwere  correct,  we  oaghi  to  heep  up  the  Army  for 
another  yeas',  because^  belbre  the  laie  enemy  given 
up  the  territory  in  his  possession,  the  boundary 
linesi  must  be  ascertained  and  run  by  commis- 
siontefs.  Mr.  B.  said,  he  waa  opposed  to  eoounit* 
ting  tbe  reduetioa  of  the  Army  entirely  to  the 
Executive,  for  very  obvious  reasons;  because -the 
House  already  knew  what  waa  the  opinion  of 
the  Eiecutave*  A  part  of-apaper  had  been  read 
from  that  department  of  the  Cfovernment,  express- 
ing the  opinion  that  we  ought  to  keep  up  the 
skeleton  of  an  army,  coasiatiag  of  twentjr  thoo- 
saa^  men.  Cau  the  Bxeeuti ve then,  consistently 
with  the  opinion  that  we  ought  to  retain  a  force 
of  twenty  thouaaad  nan,  reduce  the  Army  to  six 
thousand,  if  the  matter  be^  as  proposed,  entirely 
submitted  to  his  discretion  ?  If  the  amendment 
does  not  prevail,  tbe  President  will  be  compelled, 
on  the  first  day  of  April  next,  unless  some  new 
cireuontanee  occurs,  to  disband  all  the  Army  ex^- 
cept  six  thooaand  men.  Whilst  upon  this  sub* 
jecl,  Mr.E.  said,  he  would  state  to  tbe  Committee 
that  he  believed  it  of  great  importance  that  the 
Military  Bttahiiahmeot  should  be  confined  within 
narrow  limitsb  Whilst  the  war  coatiaued^  he 
was  aa  willing  as  aay  loomber  to  make  every^* 
exertion  to  support  the  contest  in  which  we  were 
engaged*  But  the  war  having  now  ter miaated| 
gloriously  as  he  thought  to  the  American  cfaarac- 
terj  wo  ought  at  once  to  reduce  our  expenses  as' 
low  as  poasible,  coosiatently  with'  the  public  \Dh 
terest-,  andste  prepare- to  relierethe  people  fVonv* 
tbBiburdens  imposed  upon  them.  If,  during  the 
present  sessiouy  Congress  did  not  reduce  the  Mil*' 
itary  Batabliahment  within  reasonable  limits,  tho 
people  would  is  vain  look  for  a  reduction  or  re- 
peal of  the  taxea  ia  the  next  year.  Nothioa  but  * 
an  immediate  reduction  of  the  Army  could  in^ 
sure  that  ol^ecti  Every  dollar  for  the  support  of 
the  BtiUtary  Naval  EstabUshBBmitf  must,  during 
the  presea  t  year^  be  borrowed.  To  show  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  position,  Mr.  B.  made  the  follow- 
ing statement: 

RtodpU  tale  tht'T)r€&aufy  for  the  year  1916. 

FroM  customs    •       «       •       >       •  9^>600|000' 

Dheettsx 3|fi60,000' 

Jnteomsl  dulissy  old.and..  new,  snd  post- 
age          -  8,000,000 

Sales  on  puhKc  lands  •       .       •       -  1,000,000- 

Incidental  receipts:     •        .        •       •  900,000' 

•18,800|000 

ExpendUurea  for  1816, 

Civil  list fl,049^286  64 

IntaMst  and  relmbunement  of  tiie  old 

debt,  oaredeeraed^  whidi  amounted 

on  the  Slst  December,  1814,  to  80,- 

90iHl»  60 a,768^ll  46 

latevestoathe  fimdsd  debt  suiee  the. 

preseat  war»  on  the  Slst  December, 

1814,  amounted  to  $48^680^18        -    8,000,000  00. 
Tieasniy  notes  ftUing  due  within  the 

year  1814,  and  on  the  first  January, 

1816 8,000^00  00 

•16,708,087  00 


1207 


mSTOBT  OF  CONaRESS. 


1208 


H.  OP  R. 


MUUaty  Peace  EeiatUekmeta. 


,1815. 


Whieh,  taken  from  ilB^OOfiOO,  the  amoaDt  of 
tke  receipts,  wilt  leave  the  sum  of  $1,496,902,  be- 
ing the  sarplas  of  the  revenue  after  paying  the 
civil  list,  the  debt,  and  Treasury  notes  one  in  1815 
and  1816 — every  thing  appropriated  for  the  Army 
and  Navy  must  of  course  in  some  form  or  other 
be  borrowed. 

From  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  whole 
receipts  for  the  year  1815  exceed  the  expenditure 
for  the  civil  list,  and  the  payment  of  the  debt,  in- 
cluding the  Treasury  notes  reimburseable  during 
the  present  year,  and  on  the  first  of  January,  1816, 
by  the  sum  of  $1,496,902,  which  is  not  more  than 
ought  to  be  left  in  the  Treasury.  Everything, 
therefore,  appropriated  for  the  war  and  Navy  most 
be  borrowed.  If  the  Army  is  reduced  to  ten  thou* 
sand,  the  expenses,  including  the  fortifications 
commenced,  will  probably  amount  to  $4,600,000; 
to  which  add  $2,000,000,  a  sum  necessary  for  ad- 
vancing three  months'  pay  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers, and  making  the  sum  necessary  for  the 
Military  Bstabiishment  during  the  present  year, 
$6,600,000 — and  supposing  the  naval  expendi- 
tures to  be  reduced  one-half,  viz:  $4,000,000. 
there  will  be  a  saving  on  the  military  and  naval 
expenditures  of  $2,000,000.  The  chairman  of 
the  Militar]r  Committee  has,  I  think,  estimatCMl 
the  exnenditure  of  the  Military  department  too 
low— tnree  hundred  dollars  per  man  is  as  low  as 
it  ever  has  been,  even  in  the  most  favorable  period 
of  peace.  Mr.  E.  said,  he  would  have  been  satis- 
fied at  the  present  moment,  until  our  affairs  were 
settled,  to  keep  the  old  Peace  Esublishment, 
ten  thousand.  As,  however,  a  majority  had  pro- 
nounced in  favor  of  six  thousand,  he  thought  it 
would  save  $1,200,000,  and  afford  additional  se- 
curity for  taking  off  the  taxes  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress. 

The  revenue  from  commerce  during  1816,  will 
probably  yield  $16,000,006— and  supposing  the 
expenditures  during  that  year  to  be  the  same  for 
the  civil  list  and  the  debt  as  during  the  present 
year,  and  that  there  will  be  reimbursed  during  that 
period  $10,000,000  of  Treasury  notes,  the  expen- 
ditures for  the  next  year  will  exceed  the  revenue 
from  commerce,  exclusive  of  the  military  and 
naval  expenditure,  by  a  sum  of  $2,000,000.  This 
statement  shows  the  necessity  or  an  immediate 
reduction  of  our  expenditures,  unless  we  mean  to 

Eirpetoate  a  system  of  taxes  on  the  people.  Mr. 
.  said,  he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  reducing 
the  expenditures  within  such  limits  as  to  enable 
us  to  take  off  the  taxes  during  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  JACK30N.  of  Virginia,  quoted  the  laws, 
passed  in  1800,  for  disbanding  the  armv  then  au- 
thorized by  law,  with  a  view  to  show,  that 
although  Congress  then  intended  that  Mr.  Adams 
should  discharge  the  army,  the  terrors  of  French 
invasion  having  subsided,  yet  they  used  the  terms 
**  authorize  and  empower.'' which  necessarily  im- 
plied a  discretion  in  the  Executive.  He  did  not 
intend,  by  his  amendment,  to  enlarge  that  discre- 
tion; but  if  it  were  practicable  to  discharge 
some  of  the  soldiers  before  the  first  of  April,  now 
at  the  places  where  they  were  recruited,  and 


who,  by  the  terms  of  their  enlistment,  were  enti- 
tled to  a  discharge  at  the  end  of  the  war,  he 
wished  it  might  be  done,  as  he  could  not  see  the 
necessity  of  marching  them  one  or  two  boodfni 
miles,  at  the  public  expense,  to  the  p|*lcw  afrea- 
dezvons,  there  to  discharge  them.     He  coaeoned 
entirely  with  his  friend  (Mr.  Eppbs)  ia  the  opin- 
ion, that  there  was  no  necessity  for  keepiBf  op 
so  large  a  Peace  Establishment  ns  the  fau  origi- 
nally contemplated*    Gentlemen  referrei  to  the 
state  of  the  world,  to  the  force  of  the  Briiiih  on 
our  borders,  and  to  the  nnadjosced  terrilonal  tad 
commercial  claims  of  the  United   States  a&d 
Great  Britain,  as  affording  an  argnment  in  &vot 
of  a  larger  number.    No  species  of  reasoning,  be 
said,  was  more  plausible  or  more  lailncioos ;  it 
was  the  doctrine  of  those  who  farored  large 
standing  armies,  and  which  had  enslaved  one- 
half  of  the  world.    If  we  kept  ap  an  mrmy  until 
the  affairs  of  Europe  were  adjusted,  he  eonteoded 
we  would  have  a  standing  army  riretted  upon  us 
forever.    They  have  not  been  settled  for  the  last 
hundred  year^  and  may  not  be  for  the  hundred 
to  come.    He  had  no  idea  of  an  armed  neotraliry ; 
of  maintaining  an  army  during  poce,  as  was  the 

Sractice,  and  perhaps  the  duty,  of  the  eontiaeaiaJ 
itates,  whose  dominions  were  separated  oalv  by 
mathematical  liaea,  or  small  rivers,  over  wiueb 
bridges  might  easily  be  thrown.  He  thanked 
God  no  nation  oonid  bridge  the  Atlaaiie,  to  mek 
oar  shores.  He  would  rather  rely  on  the  militia 
to  repel  sudden  invasion  than  keep  np  a  force 
enervated  by  the  inactivity  of  a  camp  in  time  of 
peace*— a  moth  on  the  public  Treaaorf ,  estiag 
oat  the  substance  of  the  people,  and  reqairiag  iIm 
payment  of  heavy  taxes.  Six  thoosand  men,  he 
believed  to  be  as  many  as  were  neecaaary  for  t 
peace  estaUishment ;  and  while  be  woold  not, 
b]r  a  peremptory  provision,  reqoire  the  President, 
without  reterence  to  cireumstaaeea^  to  disband 
the  Army,  neither  would  be  keep  opa  iaige  mili- 
tarjr  force,  to  insure  a  due  respect  to  oar  rights 
or  interests,  as  likely  to  be  affected  bv  a  treaty  of 
commerce.  Such  a  treaty,  he  lemarked,  is  in  its 
very  nature  a  matter  of  contract — of  reciprocal 
concession  and  advantage — and,  he  b^teved,  we 
had  more  to  give  than  to  ask.  On  the  basis  of 
interest,  therefore,  we  might  rest  that  sabject. 
it  was  true,  the  British  force  in  our  vicinity  was 
considerable ;  but  he  contended,  that  keeping  up 
our  own,  and  predicating  that  act  upon  the  (mci 
of  their  having  a  large  force^  would  have  the 
effect  of  retaining  theirs  for  a  longer  period. 
For  it  might  be  retorted  by  them,  if  we  will  not 
confide  in  the  good  faith  with  which  they  ratified 
the  treaty,  neither  will  they  confide  in  onrs ;  that 
those  who  distrust  the  motives  of  others,  gener- 
ally, are  actuated  by  unworthy  ones  themsrives. 
and  therefore,  we  are  not  to  be  trusted. 

Mr.  J.  said,  he  did  believe  there  were  not  tea 
thousand  men  of  the  present  army  (perhaps  sdf 
six  thousand)  whom  the  CSovernmeot  could  fv- 
tain  by  the  terms  of  their  enlistment  beyond  the 
time  necessary  for  their  regular  discharge,  tkey 
having  been  generally  enlisted  to  serre  daring 
I  the  war  only;  for,  in  proportion  as  the  prospects 
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of  peaee  brighlened,  the  ranks  of  the  Army  had 
been  filled,  maoy  men  having  enlisted  as  a  mat- 
ter of  speeolation  to  obtain  the  bounties  of  land 
and  money.  Mr«  J.  said,  bowerer,  as  there  was 
a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
imendment,  he  would  withdraw  it;  and  he  did  so. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pbabson,  the  word  ''there- 
lAer*'  was  struek  out  of  the  clause  above  recited. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  to  add  cavalrv  to  the 
loality  of  force  proposed  to  be  retainea ;  which 
notion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Troup  and 
Stuart,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
section  enumerating  the  ofluers  of  each  regiment, 
3y  inserting  one  lieutenant  colonel  and  two  ma- 
jors, in  lieu  of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel, 
ind  one  major;  which  motion  was  opposed  by 
Mr.  Troup,  and  nmtived. 

On  motion  of  li^.  Cannon,  in  consequence  of 
the  reduction  of  the  amount  of  force  proposed  to 
M  retained,  the  general  oflSicers  were  also  reduced, 
from  two  major-generals  and  four  brigadier  gen* 
srals,  to  one  major  general  and  two  brigadiers^ 

Other  discussion  took  place  on  amendments, 
lome  of  which  were  adopted,  and  others  nega« 
ived. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Houses  and  the 
Souse  adjourned. 


Monday,  January  24. 

Mr.McKiM  and  Mr.  Hawbs  presented  petitions 
Tom  sundry  distillers,  praying  for  a  diminution 
»f  the  duty  on  spirits  distilled,  and  an  increase  of 
he  duty  on  distilled  spirits  imported;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  Sharp  reported  without  amendment  the 
litl  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and 
Surtz,  and  the  bill  was  referred  to  a  Committee 
>f  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yancby,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  all  the  subjects  which  have  been  referred 
:o  them  at  the  present  session,  yet  unacted  on. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Committee 
>f  Foreign  Relations  were  dischar^d  from  the 
consideration  of  sundry  papers  which  had  been 
'cferred  to  them  during  the  present  session,  which, 
Q  consequence  of  peace,  they  had  thought  it  tin- 
aecessary  to  act  on. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  makmg  appropria* 
lions  for  completing  the  public  building  for  the 
Military  Acaaemy  at  West  Point,  was  twice  read 
md  committed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  eoDtinne  in  force 
or  a  limited  time  the  hill  to  esublish  trading 
looses  with  the  Indian  tribes,  was  twice  read  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
he  bill  *'  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads," 
vere  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
bat  the  Senate  have  passed  ''An  act  to  provide  for 
•xploriog  the  Chesapeake  bay  and  its  waters,  for 
he  purposes  therein  mentioned ;"  ^An  act  to  pro- 


vide for  the  ascertaining  and  surveying  of  the 
boundary  lines  fixed  by  the  treaty  with  the  Creek 
Indians,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  ''An  act  to 
repeal  certain  acts  therein  mentioned ;"  in  which 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Bppbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means, reported  a  bill  "to  place  more  effectually 
in  the  State  Courts  and  District  Courts  of  the 
United  States  the  jurisdiction  in  the  cases  therein 
mentioned" — (in  cases  arising  under  the  internal 
revenue  laws >— which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Bppbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  repeal  (in  certain  events)  the  dfs- 
criminating  duties  now  imposed  on  foreign  ton- 
nage, and  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  moved  that  it  pass  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Seybbrt  said  this  was  a  subject  of  great 
importance,  in  which  his  constituents^  as  much 
as  any  people  of  the  United  States,  were  interested ; 
that  It  csme  into  the  House  at  too  late  a  period 
of  the  session  to  be  fully  discussed  and  maturely 
considered ;  that,  when  heretofore  the  subject  bad 
been  brought  before  the  Congress,  it  had  been 
opposed  by  petitions  from  various  quarters,  which 
would  not  now  appear,  because  no  such  measure 
was  expected  to  have  been  agitated  at  this  session. 
He  therefore  moved  that  tne  bill  be  postponed 
ittdefinitdy. 

Mr.  Eppbs  hoped  this  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail. It  was  true,  on  former  occasions,  when 
this  subject  had  been  before  the  House,  it  had 
excited  some  sensibility  among  the  merchants; 
but  this  was  a  very  different  pronosition  from  any 
which  had  before  been  agitated.  The  bill  pro- 
posed to  take  off  these  countervailing  duties  when 
other  nations  shall  adopt  corresponding  regula- 
tions. For  his  part,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  believed  we 
were  capable  of  building  vessels  as  cheaply,  per- 
haps more  cheaply,  than  any  country  on  earth, 
and  such  a  regulation  as  was  proposed,  if  recip- 
rocal, would  prove  highly  advantageous  to  our 
navigation,  dbe. 

Mr.  Sbybbbt  interrupted  Mr.  Bppbs  by  a  with- 
drawal of  his  motion  to  postpone  the  bill,  and  it 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kppbs,  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Bstablishment  of 
the  United  States. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  reducing  the  force 
to  be  reuined,  from  ten  to  six  thousand  men, 
there  arose  an  animated  and  deeply  interesting 
debate. 

Mr.  HoPKtKS  rose  to  oppose  the  proposed  re- 
duction. We  had  just  emerged  from  a  war  of 
no  ordinary  magnitude,  characterized  by  many 
sanguinary  scenes.  If  the  word  peace,  written 
on  a  piece  of  paper,  in  its  practical  operation,  was 
what  iu  signification  imports,  he  agreed  that 
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6,600  men  would  be  quite  enough  for  tke  Peace 
JSstsbiMbment.  But,  if  we  take  into  view  the 
present  situation  of  the  natioo,  promising  our- 
selves all  the  benefits  which  naturally  spring 
from  peace,  let  us  look  into  the  circumstances 
which  geoerally  secure  its  continnaDce,  and  see 
whether,  in  so  greatly  reducing  our  Military  Es- 
tablishment, we  shall  not  be  acting  with  a  pre- 
cipitation we  may  hereafter  be  sorry  for.  The 
enemy,  Mr.  H.  said,  was  yet  all  around  us.  A 
narrow  strait  only  separates  our  lately  hostile 
forces.  You  are  about  to  disperse  your  force  to 
their  homes ;  the  late  enemy  keeps  his  in  exist- 
ence. We  cannot  expect  to  prescribe  to  those 
who  have  been  our  enemy  what  they  shall  keep 
on  their  own  ground.  But  would  it  not  be  pre- 
mature in  us  to  uke  the  ground  proposed  and 
agreed  to  in  Committee?  Are  the  British  now 
liot  in  possession  of  4ome  of  our  most  important 
posts?  Is  there  anything  magical  in  the  word 
peace  to  bind  them  in  good  fiith  to  fulfil  their 
eAgagement  to  deliver  them  up  1  What  does  the 
history  of  former  times  inform  us?  In  1783, 
when  the  word  peaee  was  spoken,  it  was  received 
with  as  much  avidity,  and  as  much  relied  upon 
«s  it  is  now;  but  not  until  X793,  were  those  who 
were  hostile  to  us  removed  from  our  country,  and 
not  until  a  treaty  upon  the  subject  relieved  us 
from  them.  West  of  your  mountains,  they  re- 
tained some  of  our  strongest  posts.  Lcmk  at  the 
records  and  see  the  rivers  of  blood,  and  count  the 
millions  of  dollars  it  cost  you  to  drive  the  savages 
from  vour  frontier  who  were  fed  and  supported 
from  those  posts.  Is  the  possession  of  Fort  Erie 
nothiog?  Of  Micbilimackinac,  the  Gibraltar  of 
America,  nothing?  Ai%  our  fleets  and  posts  on 
the  Lakes  to  be  deserted,  or  left  with  only  an  hun- 
dred men  each  for  their  protection  ?  When  the 
British  shall  withdraw  from  our  posts;  when 
they  shall  reduce  their  forces  in  our  neighbor- 
hood ;  if,  when  all  this  is  done,  our  Peace  Estab- 
lishment be  too  large,  it  can  be  reduced.  It  is 
always  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  reduce  it.  if 
we  do  divest  ourselves  of  all  our  force  before  we 
see  this  peace  going;  into  absolute  effect,  will  it 
not  be  premature ;  will  it  not,  in  facte  ^  ^o  invi- 
tation to  aggression  ?  There  was  another  oon- 
.sideration  of  a  more  general  nature  opposed  to 
this  reduction  of  the  Army.  What  is  a  force  of 
ten  thousand  men  to  this  vast  continent?  Look 
at  the  belt  which  surrounds  you  by  ocean  and 
land,  and  answer  how,  with  less  than  ten  thou- 
sand man,  even  in  time  of  profound  tranquillity, 
we  can  garrison  the  necessary  posts.  His  honor- 
able colleague  had  reanarked,  he  said,  that  if  the 
Indians  were  affronted,  the  Western  riAeiiien 
would  subdue  them.  Though  they  can  do  so, 
their  blood  and  the  National  treasure  must  first 
freely  flow ;  for  they  are  a  brave  enemy.  Be- 
sides, they  are  fellow  men;  and  Christianity 
taaehes  us  to  use  the  means  to  prevent  their  hos- 
tility, rather  than  to  be  obliged  to  punish  it  by 
extermination  hereafter.  Our  Spanish  neighbors, 
Mr.  H.  demanded,  were  they  to  be  entirely  trusted 
at  this  moment  ?  Did  gentlemen  recollect  how 
distant  from  oar  shores  was  Havana,  one  of  their 


strongest  holds,  and  where  tltey  kew  the  stnof- 
est  miliury  force  ?  Did  thef  reeolieet  the  eoe- 
tiguity  of  Vera  Cruz  ?  That  Kin^^dofD,  ia  a  state 
of  distraction  at  this  moment,  mmj  eTentaaJlyb^ 
come  hostile  to  the  United  States.  O^ht  we 
not  to  graduate  the  Peace  Bstablishmeatioeveats 
which  might  befall  us  in  a  year  ?  The  Cieek  In- 
dians, too,  Mr.  H.  said,  were  yet  aoie  with  the 
beatings  they  had  received.  If  the  Bpsaiards 
were  hostile,  would  they  not  coutnaaad  all  that 
country?  Would  gentlemea,  to  gfoard  s^ainst 
all  these  contingencies,  and  to  meet  thoawben 
they  occurred,  my  on  taking  their  IcUow-citiuns 
from  their  htms  and  iiresides  to  £glit  oar  faatdkct, 
and  disband  men  already  in  sernee,  who  woak 
be  very  glad  to  remain  ia  it  ?  New  Orleaas  itsdf 
would  require  for  its  consiaat  goavd  oae^sixth  <f 
the  whole  force  now  proposed  to  %e  teiaieei 
Would  gentlemen  abandon  Plaqaemiae ;  ke^  as 
force  at  Coqaille  ?  How  long  was  it  siaee  i 
party  of  pirates  lodged  themselTes  ia  the  sa 
islaiids,in  the  vicinity  of  Oriaaasyaad  eoanmitied 
enormities  which  men  shudder  to  relate,  aatil  es- 

IMlled  by  our  gallant  tats?  hir.  li.  said  he  \x- 
ieved  the  people  would  maeh  rather  agree  a 
support  an  army  commensurate  to  his  vkkai, 
than  be  subject  to  be  harassed  and  traaHed, 
called  away  from  their  fields  aad  litcsiAei  on 
every  petty  occasion.  Our  Western  country,  he 
said,  would  always  be,  for  some  years  to  come,  ia 
a  state  of  trouble.  Rassia,  he  bad  heard  it  said, 
considered  herself  at  peace,  whea  tbece  wete  sot 
more  than  thirty  or  fortv  thoaaand  naea  figkuag 
on  each  side  on  her  borders.  8o  ia  oar  Weftera 
country,  even  in  time  of  peaee,  the  mcMBcei  yon 
enter  a  sparse  settlement  yoa  are  oa  ho^ 
ground.  Scatter  your  garrisons  along  Prairie  da 
Uhien,  Micbilimackinac,  the  key  of  the  Lakes, 
and  by  the  time  you  get  to  PiaUsbaig',  aad  have 
placed  in  safety  and  secared  yoor  iovafoahie 
stores  in  that  direction,  you  wiii  flad  your  six 
thousand  men  dwindling  into  that  sort  of  in- 
significance,  that,  if  a  foe  you  have,  he  will  laugh 
in  your  face.  Our  force  ought  to  he  tea  thouiand 
at  least.  Common  sense  and  eounaoa  pradcnee. 
Mr.  H.  appeared  to  think,  would  place  it  moch 
higher.  But  as  the- bill  had  been  reported  for  tea 
thousand,  he  would  be  contented  with  that,  though 
he  wa9  sensible  it  was  bad  policy  to  redaee  it  so 
low.  Let  gentlemen,  he  said,  lay  to  their  hearts 
the  considerations  he  had  urged.  Whea  geatle- 
nten  objected  to  ksepiag  up  aa  adequate  force. 
lest  it  should  degenerate  iato  a  staiHliBg  army, 
he  be|fged  them  to  reflect  that  they  aroie  eieatiag 
a  military  host  by  resorting  to  militia,  somI  that 
danger  to  our  eivil  mstitntioasaras  naiich  more 
likely  to  arise  from  making  every  aaan  ia  the 
country  a  soldier,  than  from  keeping  up  aa  effi- 
cient Peace  EstablishmenL  Let  us  not,  said  he 
by  a  kind  of  impetuous  baste  destroy  the  bencfia 
we  expect  from  a  peace,  it  is  becaase  I  wish  i^ 
see  a  peace  efficient  in  all  its  parts,  that  I  wsdd 
keep  up,  at  least  until  the  next  sessioa  of  Ceor 
gress,  an  efficient  military  force.  Oar  safety  re- 
quires it.  and  prudence  demands  it  of  ua« 
Mr.  FoaaTTH  said  he  was  opposed  to  rcdtuag 
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(he  military  force  to  be  reuined  to  six  thoiwuid 
men ;  and  was  desirous  of  iaereasiDg  it  to  at  least 
fifteen  tlioosand  men.  Time  had  been,  be  said, 
when  the  reoommendations  of  the  Executive  of 
the  United  Sutes,  and  persons  to  whom  the  Ex- 
ecutive oflBces  were  committed,  had  some  weight 
n  this  House ;  when  the  opinions  of  persons  who 
lad  examined,  in  ail  their  details,  subjects  on 
which  they  must  be  best  informed,  were  consid- 
?red  of  some  force  and  authority.  I  fear,  sir,  said 
^r.  F.,  this  tinM  is  now  passed.  The  Presisdent, 
n  communicating  to  Congress  the  Treaty  of 
Peace,  called  to  their  recollection  the  important 
I  u  est  ion  of  the  reduction  of  our  expenditures,  and 
iccompanied  it  with  important  and  rational  re- 
marks, adverse  to  the  policy  of  immediately  and 
nconsiderately  disarming  ourselves.  The  Secrete* 
:y  of  War  had  also  informed  the  House,  through 
:he  Military  Committee,  that,  in  the  present  exi- 
|^ency,at  least  twenty  thousand  men  ought  to  be 
-etained  in  service.  And  yet,  with  this  rational 
ecommendatioo  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  thisrecommendalion  of  the  officer  presidio^ 
u  the  head  of  the  War  Depactment,  a  proposi- 
ion  has  prevailed  toreduce  the  Army  toaix  thou- 
And  men !  He- begged  gentlemen  to  pause,  and 
eflect  whether  this  wms  an  adequate  military 
brce.  For  what  was  it  adeqi»te?  It  was  not 
ufficient  tomaa  our  fortifications;  it  was  scarcely 
ufficient  to  take  «are  of  the  arms  of  the  United 
States.  He  called  the«tteotioa  of  the  House  to 
he  variety  of  points  necessary  to  be  preserved  in 
.  state  of  defence  from  New  Orleans  to  Maine ; 
0  the  chain  of  posts  in  the  West  necessary  to 
prevent  Indian  excitement.  These  alone  would 
equire  more  than  six  thousand  men.  Were  there 
lot  also  other  considerations  which  forbid  the 
:reat  reduction  of  the  Army  which  was  proposed  ? 
^hat,  Mr.  F.,  asked,  was  our  situation  in  regard 
o  the  European  Powers?  Are  not  our  affairs 
vith  Spain  wholly  unsettled?  The  territory 
vest  of  the  Perdido  was  still  a  sabjeot  of  dispute. 
iViih  the  knowledge  we  have  oi  the  character 
»f  the  present  King  of  Spain,  would  it  be  prudent 

0  disband  all  our  forces  without  knowing^  what 
vere  his  sentiments  in  regard  to  that  territory  ? 
!o  regard  to  Great  Britain,  it  is  true  we  have  a 
Treaty  of  Peace.    But  what  is  it  ?    Nothing  Imt 

1  suspension  of  hostilities;  it  does  not  bind  her 
or  her  future  abstinence  from  practicea  which 
produced  the  war.  Shall  we  believe,  said  he,  that 
the  will  not,  on  the  first  moment,  avail  herself 
)f  the  opportunity  to  repeat  them  ?  The  only 
>bIigatiotts  on  heron  this  subject  are,  the -wounds 
ler  pride  and  interest  have  received  during  this 
lODtest.  BiTen  her  wounded  pride  m^r  stimu- 
ate  her  to  redeem  the  honor  she  has  lost,  by  a 
enewal  of  hostility.  Gentlemen  may  imagine, 
lod  unfortunately  there  ate  too  maoy  who  do  im- 
igine,  that  the  justice  of  Gneat  Britain  is  such  as 
o  induce  her  to  observe  with  scrupulous  fidelity 
he  treaty  which  has  been  made.  Make  it  her 
nterest,  and  she  will  not  violate  it.  Does  not 
ivery  gentleman  recollect  how  our  posts  were 
leld  by  her  after  the  Treaty  of  1783,  and  retained 
iniil  it  became  her  interest  to  release  them  ?    An  I 


honorable  gentleman  has  said,  too,  that  we  bold 
British  posts,  and  the  delivery  will  be  reciprocal. 
But,  after  we  have  disbanded  our  force,  she  may 
do  in  that  respect  as  she  pleases.  Let  us  lake  into 
view  another  consideration,  said  Mr.  F..  the  pub- 
lic sentiment  in  Great  Britain  after  the  news  from 
New  Orleans.  The  public  expnectation  there  will 
have  been  on  tiptoe;  the  Ministers  fuH  of  hope 
and  joy  at  the  idea  of  having  struck  a  blow  which 
would  be  felt  an  hundred  years  thereafter.  May 
we  not  calculate  on  some  hostility  from  the  deep 
mortification  they  will  feel  on  hearing  the  reality  ? 
It  may  drive  the  Ministry  to  a  renewal  of  hostili- 
ties against  us ;  or  it  may  drive  them  from  their 
seats.  And  who  will  be  their  successors?  Not 
the  friends  of  peace  with  us ;  not  those  who  will 
cultivate  a  good  understanding  with  us;  but  the 
Cannings  «nd  the  Castlereaghs ;  those  who  wish 
us  punished  for  our  ingratitude  to  Great  Britain, 
for  "  assisting  the  great  destroyer  of  Europe !'' 
Mr.  F.  concluded  by  saying  he  hoped  the  redoo* 
tion  to  take  place  would  at  least  be  partial,  not 
total,  until  these  questions  were  settled,  until  we 
had  not  only  a  peace  in  name,  but  a  peace  in 
reality. 

Mr.  Sheffby,  repeating  the  obsenratioii  of  Mr. 
FoasYTH,  that  the  period  in  our  history  whoa 
Executive  recomimendations  had  influence  had 
passed  away,  said  he  wished  to  God  it  had  passed 
away,  and  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  such 
recommendations  had  no  more  iofittence  than  they 
merited ;  for  himself,  Mr.  S.  said, he  could  not  b^ 
to  Executive  reeommendationiL  what  he  believed 
the  good  of  his  constituents.  When  iie  loolDsd  at 
the  calamities  of  the  people,  and  the  pressures 
upon  them,  he  could  not  bend  his  opinion  to  that 
of  the  Executive  to  continue  them.  If  the  doc- 
trine of  the  gentleman  was  correct,  instead  of  di- 
minishing, we  ought  to  increase  our  Military  Es- 
tablishment; behaving  given  it  as  his  opinion  that 
the  peace  was  but  a  truce,  a  suspension  of  hostil- 
ities, and  that  we  ought  to  expneet  a  renewal  of 
the  war.  Had  it  not  been  a  complaint  during  the 
whole  of  the  war  that  the  whole  of  our  military 
force  was  not  adeijuate ;  and  was  there  not  sow 
on  the  table  a  recommendation  to  draw  out  by 
force  the  free  people  of  the  country  into  the  ranks 
of  the  regular  army  ?  If  we  are  vet  to  expect 
war;  if  this  be  but  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  one 
of  two  thiags  follows :  either  that  the  recommen- 
dation on  the  table  was  preposterous,  or  we  ought 
now  to  increase  the  Army.  Instead  of  telling  the 
people  that  their  calamities  have  ceased,  we  must 
commence  a  system  of  vi^r  to  obtain  an  army. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  did  not  believe  six  thousand  men 
of  our  present  army  would  remain,  after  discharg- 
ing  all  those  men  who  were  enlisted  during  the 
war ;  and,  if  the  establishment  was  fixed  at  ten 
thousand  men,  the  recruiting  officers  might  at 
once  be  sent  out  to  get  men.  He  did  not  un- 
derstand the  doctrines  of  the  sentleman  from 
Georgia,  when  he  argued  that  Britain's  having 
been  beaten  would  induce  her  to  renew  ihe  war. 
If  we  have  been  thus  successful  in  the  contest,  and 
she  is  thus  smarting  under  the  lash,  ^«  may  rea- 
sonably expect  some  security,  that  some  lime  will 
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elapse  before  she  eogaget  id  a  contest  on  soch 
noequal  terms.  Notbiog  but  folly  worse  than 
madoess  could  iodace  her  to  engage  in  hostilities 
again.  For  his  part,  Mr.  S.  was  for  settling  the 
Peace  Establishment  at  six  thousand  men ;  if  it 
were  larger,  the  recruiting  officers  must  be  again 
set  to  work.  Of  this  he  had  no  idea,  nor  had  the 
people.  The  time  had  arrived  when  these  notions 
would  not  be  borne,  and  must  be  abandoned. 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  Vermont,  said,  he  was  not  a  little 
surprised  to  see  the  course  taken  by  some  gentle- 
men on  this  question.  It  had  been  well  stated 
that  the  enemy  was  yet  in  our  neighborhood,  and 
was  yet  in  possession  of  many  of  our  posts.  What 
was  DOW  proposed?  To  reduce  the  Army  to 
rather  less  than  the  last  Peace  Establishment. 
Experience  ought  to  dictate  a  contrary  course. 
Who  could  recollect  the  disasters  of  Harmar,  the 
defeat  of  Si.  Clair,  and  not  fear  similar  results  of 
similar  eircumttaiices?  Some  of  the  best  blood 
of  the  nation  was  spilt  because  we  had  not  a  force 
to  awe  the  savages  and  compel  the  fulfilment  of 
the  treaty.  Men  change  with  limes;  there  is 
nothing  truer.  Examine  the  Journals  of  1805-6 
and  we  shall  find  sentiments  very  different  from 
those  now  uttered  from  the  Federal  side  of  the 
House,  It  was  then  cod  tended,  and  the  Journals 
will  show  it,  that  our  Military  Establishment  was 
too  small,  that  ten  thousand  men  would  be  too 
few  for  a  time  of  perfect  apparent  peace.  We 
shall  find  the  votes  of  these  gentlemen  at  thatdav 
to  increase  the  Military  Establishment.  Now,  it 
seems,  with  our  posts  multiplied,  our  frontier  ex- 
tended, the  powerful  armies  of  a  nation  with  whom 
we  have  just  concluded  a  peace  yet  on  our  fron- 
tier, we  are  to  reduce  our  Army  to  six  thousand 
men.  Have  gentlemen  become  converts  to  the 
doctrine  they  once  thought  so  hostile  to  the  pub- 
lic interest)  Would  they  agree  to  disarm  the 
nation  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  who  holds  some 
of  our  most  important  posts?  He  hoped  not. 
He  trusted  we  should  at  least  keep  up  a  force  of 
ten  thousand  men  for  the  present.  The  next 
Congress  could  reduce  it,  if  the  then  state  of 
things  would  authorize  them  to  do  so ;  if  our  posts 
were  delivered  up.  When  our  late  enemy  reduces 
his  army  in  our  neighborhood,  w^e  may  more 
aafely  do  it.  Do  it  now,  and  we  shall  invite 
another  war  with  a  nation  whose  pride  is  stung 
by  her  defeats,  and  encourage  the  hostility  of 
another  Gbvernment  with  whom  we  have  a  seri- 
ous dispute  as  to  the  boundary  lines  of  our  ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  it  appeared  to  him,  that,  on 
fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment,  the 
House  were  acting  rather  in  the  dark,  having  be- 
fore them  neither  the  estimates  nor  the  facts  on 
which  they  were  founded.  In  determining  the 
amount  of  the  Military  Establishment,  he  said,  the 
House  ought  to  take  into  view  three  objects,  and 
graduate  the  force  to  be  retained  accordingly — 
the  proper  maintenance  and  garrison  of  our  mili- 
tary posts  and  fortresses ;  the  retention  of  so  large 
a  force  as  would  keep  alive  military  science,  and 
serve  as  a  seminary  for  that  purpose;  and  the 
adaptation  of  our  military  force  to  the  policy  of 


the  enem  y  in  regard  to  this  eoiiBtry.    As  regarded 
either  of  these  objects,  it  appcfticd  to  him  the 
House  was  not  in  possession  of  ioformatioa  fo  en- 
able i  t  to  act  Dnderstaadingl  y.    What  force  shooy 
be  necessary  to  guard  oor  seaports — to  protect  oat 
northwestern  and  western  frontiers  fraai  Isdian 
hostility  ?    Of  this  there  was  no   esamaie,  but 
every  thng  was  left  to  conjecture.     As  to  the  sec- 
ond point,  practical  military  mea  onghttobecon- 
suited,  whether  it  would  be  proper  to  keep  up  a 
military  force  to  maintain  military  aeieaee.  The 
next  question  was  the  most  important:  Hive  we 
a  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  force  and  p^  of 
the  enemy  to  authorize  a  reduction  of  onr  luU- 
tary  force?    He  contended  we  had  noL    Wka: 
would  be  the  feelings  of  England  on  reeeiviB|[ 
intelligence  of  the  late  events^  he  did  not  know. 
Whether  the  soreness  of  her  reeent  defeat  vroaU 
produce  a  disposition  to  remain  at  peace,  or  \» 
retaliate,  no  gentleman  could  say.     If  there  wis 
any  doubt  on  the  subject,  we  onght  to  act  wisk 
caution  in  reducing  oor  Military  Kitnbliifaacst 
What  course  the  enemy  will  pnrsne,  we  cans^ 
determine ;  whether  he  will  keep  op  a  small  peace 
establishment,  or  a  large  military  foree,  we  ^ 
not  know.    It  oo^bt  to  be  reeolleeted,  that  ke  has 
abundance  of  military  means,  and  that  liriag  it 
as  cheap  in  Canada  as  in  England*     If  tke  ene- 
my should  keep  un  a  force  on  oor  borders,  of  tklrti 
or  forty  thousand  men,  instead  of  redociaf  it  to 
four  or  &W9  thousand,  would  it  be  wise  for  v 
wholly  to  disarm  ?    It  would  nou    Mr.  C.  csid 
he  deprecated  such  a  state  of  things;  but,  if  the 
enemy  should  retain  a  large  foree  in  serriee.  in 
our  vicinity,  it  would  be  highly  impolitic  fer  at 
to  reduce  ours  as  low  as  is  proposed.    The  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  (Mr.  Jacksok)  had,  oa  t 
former  day,  remarked  that  oor  sttnation  was  pt^ 
ticularly  felicitous,  in  having  no  enemy  immedi- 
ately in  our  neighborhood.    But;  it  oaght  to  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  most  poimfoJ  nauon  in 
Europe  possessed  provinecs  ad/oisjng  oor  lern- 
tory,  into  which  she  could  readily  poor  an  armed 
force.    He  hoped  that  natioa  never  woold,  bni  it 
might  do  so.    Suppose,  with  forty  thousand  mea, 
he  chose,  without  notice,  to  make  a  hostile  move- 
ment against  our  territory ;  every  strong  position 
on  the  Pliagara  frontier  wocdd  faU  at  once  into 
his  hands,  and  the  very  expense  we  wish  to  avoi^ 
must  be  quadrupled,  to  enable  us  to  regain  then. 
Having  neither  estimates  nor  facts,  as  he  ha^ 
before  remarked,  the  House  on^t  to  nee  cao- 
tiously.    It  is  easier  to  keep  aoldiera  than  lo  get 
them-— to  have  officers  of  skill  and  renown  ia  year 
possession,  tha  n  to  make  them.  Let  os  wait  a  while 
before  we  reduce  our  Army  to  a  mere  Peace  Es- 
tablishment. 

Mr.  QoLDaBoaoDon  said,  that  one  aigamee: 
which  had  been  uiged  in  favor  of  a  large  MilttaiT 
Establishment,  appeared  to  him  to  cot  both  vap- 
It  was  contended  that  it  was  our  doty  to  ke^  ^ 
a  large  military  foree  until  our  late  cuef  fe- 
duces  his.  Suppose  our  late  enemy,  in  thertsae 
way,  should  keep  up  his  force,  because  w  keep 
up  ours ;  we  shall  maintain  onr  prenent  niitary 
forever;  and  this arguii|ent.thermm,goasiDn fax. 
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[t  appeared  to  him,  Mr.  G.  said,  tbat  geotlemcn 
Mding  the  affirmative  of  the  qoestioa  of  reduc- 
ioD  of  the  Army  to  six  thousand  meoj  need  resort 
or  its  support  only  to  the  general  policy  of  the 
touQtrf — to  the  doty  of  every  member  of  the 
louse,  to  relieve  his  eoostitueots  from  the  heavy 
mrdena  which  must  be  imposed  oo  them  for  its 
upport.  This  argument  is  sufficiently  solid  to 
epel  all  the  arguments  he  had  heard  in  favor  of 
.  larger  Military  Establishment  than  six  thou- 
and  men.  The  advocates  of  a  larger  force  had 
Iwelt  on  the  apprehension  of  a  war  with  Spain, 
nd  of  a  renewal  of  the  war  with  Britain.  Were 
:eotlemen  serious  ?  Did  they  mean  to  alarm  the 
ountry  by  such  langua^  ?  Did  they  mean  to 
IX press  a  wish  for  a  Spanish  war  ?  He  hoped  not. 
)ur  complaiot  against  Spain  (if  any)  is,  that  she 
las  been  accessorv  to  the  acts  of  a  principal  ag- 
Tea»or  on  our  rights.  Having  released  the  prin* 
ipai,  (France,)  he  hoped  we  should  not  make 
rar  u|K}0  a  secondary  Power.  As  to  West  Flor- 
ia,  we  have  possession;  and  it  may  be  a  good 
eaaoD  to  raise  an  array  to  defend  it,  whenever 
ve  shall  have  reason  to  believe  it  will  be  attacked, 
»ut  not  before.  As  to  the  renewal  of  war  with 
vreat  Britain,  he  had  no  sort  of  fear  of  it.  The 
ifficulties  which  arose  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
[*reaty  of  1783  afforded  no  argnmeai  in  favor  of 
lie  expectation  of  a  similar  course  now.  Britain 
lien  complained  that  we  had  not  complied  with 
ome  of  our  stipulations  in  that  treaty,  and  par- 
icularly  that  which  secured  to  Britisn  citizens 
le  debts  due  to  them  before  the  war ;  and  we 
omplained  that  she  did  not  deliver  up  some  of  the 
V^estern  posts ;  and  both  parties  were  unquestion« 
bly  to  blame.  It  had  been  said,  that  six  thou* 
Bind  men  would  be  a  smaller  Peace  Blstablish- 
lent  than  we  had  before  the  war.  This,  Mr.  G. 
enied.  Our  Peace  Establishment  in  1805.  about 
lie  time  our  collision  with  Great  Britain'  broke 
ut,  was  short  of  three  thousand  men ;  and  it  was 
ot  until  this  unlucky  war,  from  which  we  are 
>rtttoately  freed,  was  expected  to  take  (ilace,  thai 
ur  Military  Establishment  was  nominally  in- 
reased  to  ten  thousand  men.  At  this  time,  he 
ould  not  see  any  necessity  for  preparing  for  war ; 
e  could  not  think  CSongress  would  be  justified 
1  maintaining  any  further  burden  on  the  people 
haa  was  necessary  to  garrison  the  various  posts 
A  the  United  States.  They  would  not,  he  thought, 
o  their  duty  to  their  eooatry,  if  they  went  be* 
ond  six  thoosaad  men. 

Mr.  PicKfiBtNa  said,  he  held  in  his  hand  the 
leasa^  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
ransmitting  to  the  Congress  a  Treaty  of  Peace 
nd  Amity  with  Great  Britain.  He  had  sup* 
oaed  this  an  authentic  document;  that  we  re- 
ily  had  been  at  peace ;  that  we  had  been  rejoic- 
Ag  and  illuminating  for  peace.  But  were  he  or 
ny  other  person  to  form  his  opinions  on  the 
rords  used  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro* 
na,  (Mr.  Cai.booiO  he  should  conclude  that  we 
rere  siill  at  war.    That  gentleman  had  urged,  as 

conclusive  reason,  why  we  should  not  reduce 
lie  Army  below  ten  thousand  men,  that  we  did 
lot  yet  know  the  disposition  of  the  enemy !    The 
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President's  reoommendation  for  the  maintenance 
of  an  adequate  regular  force  having  been  read  by 
one  gentleman,  Mr.  P.  begged  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  another  passage,  which  he  read, 
expressing  the  sanguine  hope  and  belief  that  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  would  be  a  lasting  foundation 
of  the  most  friendly  int<frcourae.    The  sentiments 
now  expressed  on  one  side  of  the  House  appeared 
to  him  to  be  of  a  character  directly  opposed  to 
this;  and  would  have  a  tendency  to  stir  op  all 
the  sentiments  which  had  existed,  and  should 
only  exist  in  a  state  of  war.    If  we  have  peace  in 
fact ;  if  we  are  desirous  of  renewing  friendly  in- 
tercourse with  Great  Britain,  we  should  lay  aside 
all  enmity,  and  forbear  anjr  expressions  calculated 
to  keep  alive  that  irritability  which  has  existed 
in  time  past,  against  the  nation  with  whom  we 
are  now  at  peace.    If  we  desire  a  renewal  of 
friendly  intercourse,  we  ought  to  lay  aside  ua- 
foonded  suspicions,  and  act  upon  the  state  of 
things  declared  and  established  by  the  treaty. 
There  was  one  argument  that  had  been  so  often 
repeated,  he  could  not  omit  noticing  it,  though 
he  had  been  substantially  anticipated  by  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Maryland.    In  the  Treaty  of  1783. 
there  was  astipulation  that  neither  nation  shoula 
throw  any  impediment  in  the  wav  of  the  recov- 
ery of  debts  due  from  citizens  of  one  nation  to 
citizens  of  the  other.    It  was  a  notorious  fact, 
that  such  impediments  were  thrown  in  the  way 
by  some  of  the  States,  the  consequence  of  which 
was,  that  Great  Britain  kept  possession  of  the 
posu  she  was  to  have  given  up  to  us.    The  sur* 
render  of  the  posts,  and  the  removal  of  legal  im- 
pediments to  the  collection  of  old  British  debts,, 
took  place  at  one  and  the  same  time:  and,  un* 
questionably,  as  the  gentleman  who  last  spoke 
bad  observed,  on  both  sides  there  was  blame. 
Mr.  P.  said  he  was  well  aware  that  he  could 
neither  speak  or  write,  if  he  had  any  reference  to 
Great  Britain  in  any  way,  but  it  was  said  that  he 
was  a  British  advocate.    His  conduct  throughout 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  since,  ouffht  to 
contradict  the  insinuation.    I  am,  said  be,  an 
American  citizen,  and  know  no  other  predilec- 
tion.   But  he  might  add,  that  after  the  Treaty  of 
1794,  the  Board  of  Commissioners  under  that 
treaty  were  broken  up,  and   no  measures  were 
taken  for  the  payment  of  thoae  British  debts ; 
and  It  was  not  until  the  Administration  of  Mr. 
Jefferson,  that  a  treaty  was  entered  into,  and  rati- 
fied by  him,  whereby  the  United  States  were 
pledged  to  pay  those  debts,  computed  at  a  certain 
sum.    Without  waiting  for  that  payment,  Britain 
did  surrender  the  posts.    But,  it  had  been  said, 
we  ought  to  keep  up  a  large  force  if  Great  Brit* 
ain  did.    Great  Britain,  remote  as  she  is  from 
her  provinces,  has  much  stronger  reason  for  keep- 
ing up  a  larffe  force  there  than  the  United  States 
could  have  ^r  maintaining  a  corresponding  force. 
The  continuing  to  harbor  such  suspicions,  Mr. 
P.  said,  would,  more  than  all  other  things,  tend 
to  produce  another  war.    But  could  any  gentle* 
man  seriously  apprehend  another  war  after  what 
had  taken  place  at  the  close  of  this?    It  had 
been  said  that  the  firide  of  Great  Britain  would 
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be  wounded  by  the  events  at  New  Orleans.    To 
this  Mr.  P.  answered,  she  had  made  peace  with- 
out knowinff  the  result  of  that  expedition.  Why 
did  she  make  peace?    Some  supposed,  on  ac- 
count of  the  aspect  of  afiairs  in  Europe.    Mr.  P. 
rather  attributed  it  to  the  state  of  things  in  Great 
Britain.    The  sentiments  of  the  opposition  in 
both  Houses,  we  know  to  hare  been  fayorabie  to 
peace.    The  sense  of  the  people  of  England  on 
that  head,  may  be  gathered  also  from  the  rast 
Dumber  of  petitions  for  peace  with  the  United 
States.    It  may  aUo  be  attributed  to  the  convic- 
tion experience  had  taught,  of  its  being  clearlv 
the  interest  of  Great  Britain  to  be  at  peace  with 
us.    She  wants  a  vent  for  her  manufactures. 
Her  merchants  had  supposed,  when  the  whole 
Contineut  was  open  to  her,  there  would  be  an  in- 
satiable market  for  her  eonamodities.    There  was 
an  error  in  that  speculation,  and  many  of  her 
merchants  were  injured,  if  not  ruined,  by  ensa^- 
ing  in  it.    The  Continent  was  inundated  by  Brit- 
ish manufactures;  the  people  of  the  Continent 
were  unable,  or  not  inclined  to  purchase,  and  the 
goods  remained  in  consequence  in  the  hands  of 
the  exporters.    The  British  nation,  therefore,  so 
large  a  portion  of  whose  people  are  manufacturers, 
were  anxious  for  peace  with  the  United  States, 
that  this  better  market  than  any  other  should  be 
open  to  them.    This  is  the  great  reason  why  they 
desired  peace  with  us.    Mr.  P.  adverted  to  the 
recent  disaster  of  the  British  army  before  New 
Orleans.    If  it  had  only  happened  to  those  who 
were  on  our  coast  before,  during  the  last  Sum- 
mer; to  Admiral  Cochrane  and  his  command, 
(whose  lust  for  plunder  was  well  known,)  the 
effect  would  have  been  very  different  on  the  Brit* 
ish  nation,  though,  had  the  attempt  succeeded,  it 
would  have  made  fortunes  for  him  and  all  nis 
officers.    But  the  expedition  was  fitted  out  with 
the  approbation  and  under  the  e^res  of  the  British 
Ministry,  by  whom  it  was  provided  with  an  im- 
mense number  of  troops  and  vast  equipments, 
destined  expressly  for  the  subjugation  of  New 
Orleans.    Before  the  issue  of  that  expedition 
was  known,  from  which  complete  success  must 
have  been  anticipated,  the  same  Ministry  con- 
cluded a  peace.    When  the  result  of  that  expe-* 
dition  is  known  in  England,  the  Ministry,  he 
said,  must  be  disgraced,  and  probably  driven  from 
their  seats.  Who  will  succeed  them  ?  The  Can- 
nings, as  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  supposes? 
No.    Mr.  Canning  himself  is  now  a  Minister, 
appointed  by  the  present  Ministry,  to  represent 
that  Government  in  Portugal.    Their  successors 
will  be  those  very  members  of  opposition  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  who  have  clamored  for  a 
peace  with  America.    But,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  says,  Great  Britain  has  a  great 
army  in  Canada,  and  may  attack  us  if  we  disarm 
ourselves.    What  motive  can  she  have  to  do  so? 
If  they  made  peace  when  they  were  in  possession 
of  very  important  posts  on  our  frontier,  and  ex- 
pectecl  New  Orleans  to  fall,  how  can  we  expect 
they  will  attack  us  for  the  purpose  of  conquest  ? 
[Mr.  Calhoun  explained,  that  he  had  not  as- 
serted that  such  would  ba  the  case,  but  only  put 


a  case  to  show  the  policy  of  keeping  up  a  respect- 
able military  force.    The  loss  of  uetroit,  at  t^e 
commencement  of  the  war  just  closed,  for  the 
want  of  adequate  officers  and  force,  bid  occa- 
sioned more  than  half  the  whole  expenie  oT  (be 
war.]    Mr.  PiCKBBiNQ  resumed.    loslad  of  oar 
mainlainiog  a  vast  military  force,  atioeipease 
which  will  require  a  continuance  of  the  preseot 
oppressive  taxation  on  the    people,  be  aid  we 
ought  to  reduce  the  Army  and  relieve  tbe^ple 
from  a  load  of  taxes,  by  which  they  were  iiaost 
crushed.    We  ought  to  husband  our  mcusio- 
stead  of  exhausting  them,  because  it  is  possi^t 
war  may  take  place,  Gk>d  knows  wheo.  Gteii 
Britain   may  maintain  a  coosideraUe  foree  ii 
Canada,  but,  if  she  does,  it  ought  to  give  oo  qd- 
brage  to  the  United  States.     Why  will  sbe  prob- 
ably  keep  up  a  large  force  in  Cfanada?  Froa 
the  apprehension  of  such  a  sudden  incorsioDfroa 
the  United  States  as  took  place  three  vetr9i|a 
So  far  from  expecting  invasion,  Mr.  r.  said  Ik 
would  be  willing  to  raze  to  the  foundation  ail  oa 
posts  on  the  frontier.    Great  Britain  wis  sour^ 
ing,  he  remarked,  under  the  effiscts  of  more  tbu 
twenty  years'  war;  the  nation  sighed  for  repose. 
and  assuredly  would  not  suffer  the  Min&rfto 
engage  in  a  new  war  with  the  United  8ate$. 
One  gentleman,  Mr.  P.  said,  had  referred  to  the 
Spaniards,  and  intimated  that  as  we  bad  sonx 
differences  with  them,   we  therefore  oo|fbt  aot 
to  disband  our  army.    We  very  well  kooir,iBd 
certainly  do  not  fear,  the   military  $Utnph  of 
Spain.    The  feebleness  of  that  Goverameai,  es- 
pecially with  ito  present  head,  leaves  us  aodiiog 
to  fear  in  that  quarter.    After  the  s^aUefeat 
of  a  very  large  British  force  at  New  Orletas, 
what  motive  can  Spain  have  to  eDterioioa  w 
with  us  ?    The  effect  of  thai  defeat  will  be  fell 
not  only  in  Great  Britain,  bat  io  S/wis.    She  is 
weak ;  in  hec  provinces  bordering  oo  the  Uaited 
States  peeuliarl]r  weak.    Her  ioieraai  distnction 
forbade  the  possibilitv  almost,  certaioly  tbe  prob- 
ability, of  her  thinking  of  war  with  ibeUniied 
States.     These  were  briefly  the  Ttasons«  Mt.  P. 
said,  which  satis^fied  him  that  the  force  of  our 
Military  Establishment  ought  to  be  redoced  at 
least  as  low  as  had  been  voted  in  Commitiee  of 
the  Whole.    He  should,  for  his  own  part,  be  sat- 
isfied with   that  number.    Running  along  ibc 
whole  frontier,  be  believed  that  six  thousasd  ma 
would  be  abundantly  sufficient  for  all  tbe  pur- 
poses of  defence  and  security.    Yerv  small  gam- 
sons  would  be  sufficient  in  most  or  our  seaports 
to  keep  the  fortifications  in  repair.    Except  mf 
York,  he  did  not  know  one  that  would  rtqaitt 
more  than  two  hundred  men,  many  oot  oo^ 
than  fifty,  and  some  not  more  than  twenty-fir^ 

Mr.  Tboi7p  rose  for  the  purpose  of  coneciiBf 
some  erroneous  statements  which  had  beenott^ 
greatly  exaggerating  the  amount  of  expeoditii^ 
necessary  for  a  Military  Peace  Establi^botsf* 
If  the  Army  was  to  be  destroved,  he  added-'^''^ 
be  by  fair  argument,  and  not  by  erroneous  e^^* 
lations  of  the  cost. 

Mr.  GaoevBNOR  rose  to  assign  the  reast^  f  ^T 
he  should,  in  his  vote  on  the  present  occ»i<^ 
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differ  from  roost  of  his  friends.  He  considered 
this  a  totally  distinct  question  from  fixing  and 
voting  a  Peace  Establishment.  He  did  not  be- 
lieTe  this  was  the  tim^,  or  that  the  Hoase  had  the 
lecessary  information  on  which  to  fix  the  Mili- 
iary Peace  Establishment ;  and  this  was  the  real 
2ueslion  presented  to  the  House.  It  had  been 
uiid,  and  truly,  that  the  British  nation  have  on 
)ur  soil  posts  of  the  utmost  importance  yet  unre- 
inquished.  It  is  a  fact,  that  many  tribes  of  the 
Indian  nations  are  yet  in  a  state  of  disturbance, 
Niih  whom  we  have  no  treaty,  no  peace,  or  se- 
curity for  a  peace.  This  House  did  not  yet  know 
;he  manner  and  spirit  in  which  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  had  been  concluded.  He  regretted  that 
the  President  had  not  laid  before  Congress  the 
correspondence  in  regard  to  this  very  treaty.  To 
[lave  done  so  would  have  been  no  violation  of 
[irinciple,  because  the  President  had  on  a  former 
occasion  adopted  that  course.  To  this  treaty,  Mr. 
Q*.  said,  was  opposed  in  England  perhaps  the 
strongest  party  in  that  country;  and,  whatever 
rentlemen  mi^ht  think,  this  treaty  was  not  very 
rordially  received  in  this  country,  notwitbstand- 
ng  all  our  illuminations  and  rejoicings.  He 
bought  he  had  already  seen  syniptoms  of  dissat* 
sfactioo  at  it  in  debate.  Mr.  O.  said,  he  had 
)een  early  taught  to  respect  the  wisdom  of  the 
nazim,  that  to  be  sure  of  peace  you  must  be  pre- 
wred  for  war.  If  ever  this  maxim  had  applica- 
ion  or  point,  it  applied  to  the  very  circumstances 
n  whicn  we  are  placed;  to  this  state  of  things, 
ivberein  the  enemy  has  posifession  of  so  much  of 
mr  soil,  and  several  of  our  strongest  posts,  of  the 
edemption  of  which  we  have  no  certainty  but 
he  reliance  on  her  faith.  In  this  unsettled  state 
)f  things,  the  maxim  to  which  he  had  referred 
lad  made  a  deep  impression  on  him.  He  did  not 
enow,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  many  gentlemen,  the 
aith  of  the  English  nation  might  be  relied  on. 
tfr.  G.  inclined  to  think  it  miffht;  but  upon  this 
occasion  be  would  be  guarded  at  all  points;  he 
ivould  rely  on  established  maxims  of  policy,  in- 
itead  of  relying  on  the  faith  of  any  nation.  We 
lave  tried  a  great  number  of  experiments,  but 
here  is  yei  another,  it  appears.  Was  it  ever  be- 
bre  heard  of,  that  on  the  bare  signature  of  peace, 
ts  late  antagonist  remaining  on  its  soil  and  bor- 
lers,  that  a  nation  disarmed  itself  altogether  1  To 
>e  sure,  it  will  occasion  some  additional  expense 
:o  retain  our  force  in  existence,  but  to  disband 
)ur  forces  at  once  and  eotirely.  would  have  a  bad 
nfluence.  and  the  world  would  have  a  right  to 
«y.  we  had  escaped  from  the  contest  so  com* 
^letely  worn  down  by  its  pressure  that  we  could 
lot  even  act  up  to  the  ordinary  rules  of  prudence. 
[f  this  force  should  be  disbanded,  and  an  unfor- 
;unate  collision  should  again  arise,  what  expenses 
ind  losses  may  we  have  to  encounter  hereafter, 
n  order  to  save  a  comparatively  trifling  expense 
low?  What  would  be  the  expense  oi  support* 
ng  four  or  five  thousand  men  for  a  few  months, 
svhen  put  into  the  balance  against  those  evils 
which  may  grow  out  of  a  different  course?  In 
ill  these  matters,  Mr.  Q.  said,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  a  nation  acts  wisely  when  it  acts  according  | 


to  maxims  established  by  prudence,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  experience.  The  nistory  of  the  world, 
he  boldly  pronounced,  did  not  afford  an  instance 
in  which  any  nation  had  completely  disarmed  it- 
self in  the  circumstances  in  which  this  nation 
was  placed. 

Mr.  Gholson  said,  that,  for  his  part,  he  should 
not  act  on  the  presumption  of  tne  inexecution 
of  the  Treaty  of  Peace ;  if  he  did,  he  should  feel 
himself  bound  to  retain  the  Military  Establish- 
ment on  its  present  footing.  On  the  contrary, 
however,  he  should  act  on  the  principles  of  the 
President's  Message;  on  the  hope  that  Great 
Britain  would  carry  the  treaty  into  effect;  be- 
cause, from  the  events  of  the  war  just  terminated, 
he  believed  it  to  be  as  little  her  interest  as  ours  to 
renew  the  war.  But,  while  fredy  and  frankly 
avowing  this  sentiment,  he  could  not,  nnder  other 
views  of  the  subject,  agree  to  the  rapid  reduction 
of  the  Army,  which  was  proposed.  Was  there 
anything  in  the  present  situation  of  the  country 
which  required  a  smaller  force  than  we  had  had 
for  several  years  before  the  declaration  of  war? 
We  have  an  extent  of  three  or  four  thousand 
miles  of  frontier,  on  which  are  a  number  of  points 
requiring  garrisons;  we  are  in  hostility  with  a 
great  many  Indian  tribes,  and  our  affairs  with 
Spain  are  yet  unsettled.  JSverything  considered, 
he  thought  the  Army  ought  not  to  be  reduced  be- 
low ten  thousand  men.  No  man  in  the  House 
was  more  solicitous  than  himself  to  reduce  the 
public  expenditures;  and  he  entertained  a  strong 
nope  that  they  would  be  so  reduced  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Army,  dtc,  that  the  next  Congress 
mtffht  repeal  nearly  all  the  taxes  that  have  been 
laid. 

Mr.  Djbsha  said,  that  he  did  not  regret  that  he 
hai  brought  this  subject  forward,  for  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  the  nation  to  know,  whether  they 
were  to  be  saddled  with  a  large  standing  army  in 
time  of  peace,  or  a  moderate  Peace  Establishment. 
But  he  regretted  that  the  question  should  take  up 
so  much  time  in  debate  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  notwithstanding  there  has  been  so  much 
eloquence  displayed.  The  question  on  this  amend- 
ment was,  on  Saturday,  carried  in  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  by  a  majority  of  nineteen 
votes,  where  I  did  hope  it  was  sufficiently  dis- 
cussed, and  where  I  did  believe  it  was  sufficient- 
ly understood ;  but  gentlemen  have  come  forward 
with  a  new  string  of  arguments  against  the  prop- 
osition. Do  they  suppose  that  the  House  do  not 
understand  the  subject,  or  do  they  suppose  that, 
by  this  great  flow  of  eloquence,  they  can  make 
the  substantial  part  of  the  House  change  their 
opinions  in  so  short  a  time  ?  When  I  speak  of 
the  substantial  part  of  the  House,  I  mean  those 
who  think  much  and  speak  bu^litile;  who  make 
common  sense  their  guide,  ^d  not  theoretical 
or  visionary  projects.  Mr.  D.  said  he  should  not 
have  arisen  to  trouble  the  House  with  a  single 
remark,  but  for  that  positive  statement  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Forstth,) 
who  stated,  in  a  very  positive  manner,  that  six 
thousand  men  were  not  sufficient  to  garrison  the 
outpoats.    How  does  the  gentleman  know  this? 
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What  data  does  be  judfe  from?  If  be  bat  any 
correct  dau  on  which  he  bottomt  biacalcolationa. 
he  ovsht  to  give  them  to  the  House.  Bat  I  shall 
take  lor  granted  that  he  has  none;  that  it  is  a 
mere  guess,  notwitbstandiog  the  positive  manner 
in  which  it  has  been  asserted.  I  have  made  some 
calculations,  and,  as  I  observed  on  yesterday, 
there  is  not  more  than  twenty-five  or  tkirty  foru 
in  ail,  which,  it  is  presumed,  are  not  all  necessary 
to  be  kept  up  in  a  time  of  peace.  I  much  qnes* 
tion  if  it  is  necessary  to  keep  op  more  than  twen* 
ty.  Will  not  one  hundred  men,  on  an  average, 
lie  suiEcient  to  man  each  fort  7  It  is  true,  some 
may  perhaps  require  two  hundred,  but  others  will 
not  require  more  than  twenty-five  or  thirty  men. 
Then,  sir,  yon  will  have  upwards  of  one-half  of 
the  6^000,  as  contemplated  oy  the  aooendment,  for 
other  purposes.  But  some  gentlemen  advocate 
10.000,  and  others  20000,  of  a  standing  army. 
The  policy  is  easy  to  be  seen  tbrovgh ;  the  advo- 
cates of  a  perpetual  system  of  taxation  discover 
that,  if  they  cannot  retain  a  considerable  standing 
army,  they  will  have  no  good  plea  for  rivetting 
the  present  taxes  on  the  people.  I  was  an  advo- 
cate for  taxes  when  taxes  were  necessary  in  sup- 
port of  the  war,  but  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done, 
consistent  with  propriety,  I  shall  be  in  favor  of 
removing  the  heaviest  of  them.  Commerce 
brought  us  into  the  war,  and  I  am  for  ataktng 
commerce  pay  the  principal  part  of  the  debt  in- 
curred by  the  war,  and  not  suier  the  people  to 
be  ground  down  to  dust  by  heavy  taxation.  Mr. 
D.  said,  if  the  argument  of  his  colleague  (Mr. 
HoPKiMS)  proved  anything,  it  proved  too  much ; 
it  proved,  that  while  there  was  the  least  speck  in 
the  political  horizon  abroad,  that  was  not  favora- 
ble to  us,  we  must  keep  up  large  standing  armies 
to  guard  against  possible  difficulties.  This  is  a 
kind  of  doctrine  inconsistent  with  the  peneeful 
habits  of  republics,  and  calculated  to  oppress  the 
people  by  heavy  burdens,  instead  of  ameliorating 
their  condition.  The  gentleman  tells  us  that  we 
have  been  menaced  by  the  Spaniards,  and,  there- 
fore, ought  to  keep  a  force  in  pay  sufficient  to  re- 
pel any  attempt  on  their  part.  But  he  has  de- 
lated his  purpose  by  his  own  remarks,  by  saying, 
the  Spaniards  are  in  an  unsettled  state;  that  they 
are  in  a  state  of  internal  distraction,  and,  thtre- 
Ibre,  it  is  uncertain  what  moment  they  may 
pounce  upon  us.  Sir,  a  moment's  recurrence  to 
common  sense  would  be  sufficient  to  discover  the 
fallacy  of  these  reaaarks.  is  it  to  be  presumed, 
while  they  are  in  a  state  of  internal  distraction, 
that  we  have  anything  to  apprehend  from  them? 
ceruinly  noL  They  will  have  enough  to  do  to 
settle  their  own  affairs^to  keep  their  own  Qov^ 
ernment  from  being  over turned"->withoot  torntng 
their  eye  to  foreign  wars,  even  if  they  had  any 
just  cause  of  complaint  asainst  us,  which  I  deny. 
And  would  it  be  wise  to  keep  up  large  standing 
armies  in  time  of  peace,  to  the  oppression  of  our 
own  people,  because  there  is  a  distant  possibility 
of  bemg  attacked  by  the  Spaniards?  Mr.  D. said, 
we  arc  either  at  war  or  we  have  peace;  if  we  are 
at  war,  not  a  single  man  ought  to  be  discharged ; 
if  we  are  at  peace,  it  would  be  inexpedient  to 


keep  more  regulars  than  wns  sofficieiit  to  gani- 
son  our  outposts  and  secure  onr  frcMi tiers.   He 
thought  that  six  thousand  were  anfficieDt  for  tke« 
purposes,  and  therefore  hoped  the   mmendoeBt 
would  be  adopted.    One  word  in  relation  is  other 
remarks  made  by  the  gentleauin  from  GesipM. 
He  laments  that  more  respect  is  not  paid  w  rec- 
ommendations from  the  ESxecntive*     Mr.  D.  said, 
there  was  no  man  in  the  nation  had  a  hi|heifipiB- 
iott  of  the  goodness  and  parity  of  the  iBiatisDs 
of  the  Executive  than  he  had,  and  soeknon- 
mendatioas  always  had  doe  weight  with  hiatid 
would  continue  to  create  a  preponderance  is  ill 
cases  of  a  doubtful  character  ;  bat  as  man  is  fil- 
lible,  and  liable  to  err,  as  a  Repraseatative  of  t 
free  people  he  should  take  the  ubertf  on  tnii,  a 
well  as  on  all  cases,  where  no  doabt  exisud,  of 
exercising  his  own  judgment,  holding  hiasself  re- 
sponsible for  his  conduct  to  those  whom  he  bsi 
the  honor  to  represent, 

Mr.  Rbxa,  of  Tennessee,  said,  he  lieartily  eoii- 
cided  in  sentiment  with  that  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent's  Message  which  had  been  quoted  bytk 
gentleman  from  Massachtnetts.  He  meaat,  be 
said,  to  endeavor,  as  much  as  lay  in  his  power,  is 
cultivate  peace  and  friendship  with  GkeatBnais. 
1/  that  nation  would  let  us  alone,  he  was  wfllisg 
to  forget  what  had  passed.  He  had  no  iBcliift- 
tion  to  renew  hostilities  with  ber,  and  he  kopti 
that  all  the  members  of  this  bodf  correspoaM 
with  him  in  the  feeling;  hot,  to  disarm  ourselfis 
altogether,  would  be  just  as  wise  as,  wlieo  a  «sm 
day  comes,  to  throw  off  all  our  elotfa«s,  expeei»g 
winter  was  over.  Although  the  President  hid 
expressed  in  his  Message  pacific  |Nirposes.  he  tin 
expressed  an  opinion,  in  which  Mr«  R.  folly  can* 
curred,  adverse  to  a  sudden  or  total  redocuoa  sf 
our  military  force.  Taking  into  view  the  preseat 
state  of  the  world,  and  the  prohahiJitjr  thai  the 
calm  in  Europe  is  nothing  but  the  pieeBiAor  of  a 
violent  storm,  though  he  sincerefy  desired  it 
might  be  otherwise,  Mr.  R.  eoaedved  it  would 
be  highly  imprudent  to  part  with  so  great  a  pro- 
portion of  our  arofiT  as  was  propmcd.  ThePtes* 
ident  had  expressed  sentioMUU  in  direct  oppoa- 
tion  to  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Masmchu- 
setts,  who  had  quoted  another  part  of  the  Mes- 
sage. [Mr.  R.  here  quoted  the  part  of  the  Mes- 
sage recommending  the  retention  of  a  respecta- 
ble military  fbree.j  This,  he  said,  was  a  very 
plain  talk,  and  far  from  eoiacidinc  with  the  ia- 
rerences  drawn  from  that  pert  of  tiie  Mcsmge 
recommending  the  cohivatton  of  friendly  scnti- 
meots  towards  Great  Britain.  The  best  writia^ 
even  the  Holy  Book  itself,  might  be  diatovted  from 
its  meaning  and  general  intent,  by  qootii^  de- 
tached sentences  of  it.  The  recomnaen^tioB  <^ 
the  Executive  is,  in*  efiect,  that  the  Military  Es- 
tabiishraent  be  not  so  reduced,  ns  that  other  as- 
lions  may  take  advantage  of  its  dimiaatioo.  Mr* 
R.  said  he  respected  the  gendeman  from  fkw 
York  for  the  opinions  he  had  just  deliTered ;  cky 
were  manly  and  noble;  he  higltly  approred item. 
Suppose  the  Military  Establishment  to  bereteed 
to  six,  four,  or  three  thousand  men  ;  we  know, 
mid  Mr.  R,  who  have  been  obliged  to  bc»  the 
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recpoosibility  of  the  wir.  aad  who  hare  disavow- 
ed any  rcspoasibilitf  •  If  there  ihoald  be  aajr  eo- 
croaeh meats  oo  as  oa  accoaat  of  our  wcakoeas, 
the  very  majority  of  this  House  woold  be  aeeiiaed 
of  want  of  foresight  and  wisdom  in  disbaadiog 
the  Army.  Mr.  K.  said  he  had  no  inclination  to 
subject  himself  to  this  oooditieo.  Unless  there 
shoold  be  a  correspondent  redoction  of  force  by 
9or  late  enemy,  he  would  not  consent  to  reduce 
the  Army  so  greatly  as  was  proposed.  U  had  been 
laid  we  ought  to  rely  wholly  on  militia  for  de- 
fence. Militia  generally,  he  said,  would  do  their 
iuty,  and  that  manfully,  when  called  on ;  but  we 
know  that  our  late  enemy  have  been  permitted 
to  hold  oo  a  large  portion  of  our  territory,  with- 
out molestation  from  the  militia.  He  would  not 
consent  to  suhjeet  the  United  States  to  a  contio- 
uation  or  repetition  of  that  dtsgrace,  by  a  total 
diebandoient  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  Stoceton  said,  tM  the  subject  of  redo- 
sing  the  Army  was  very  impoftant---4he  pressuie 
Df  the  late  war  had  already  borme  heavily  upon 
the  people,  and  would  soon  he  OMre  distinetly 
felt  in  the  form  of  taxes  by  every  man  and  in 
svery  family.  He  had,  upon  doe  consideratioii, 
ietermined  to  vote  in  favor  of  .the  amenduient 
nade  in  Coasaiittee,  teduelog  the  Peace  JEUtahlish- 
nent  to  six  thousand  men.  Nothing,  however, 
vould  have  iaduoed  him  to  take  any  part  in  the 
lebftte,  but  the  alanninff  course  of  argument  pur- 
wed  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  The  atraage 
tuggestions  to  which  he  alluded,  eomttg  as  they 
lid  from  a  gentlemau  of  stuadiug^^the  Chairman 
if  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relatieaai  and  simi- 
ar  sentiments  expressed  bv  other  geotlcmen,  had 
ealty  alarmed  him.  He  uaved  that  all  was  not 
ight.  He  was  apprehensive,  that  there  was 
tome  mystery  in  the  prjesent  views  of  the  Gov* 
^mment,  which  was  judged  unit  to  he  com- 
Dunicated  eltlier  to  the  peeple  or  their  rapresen- 
ati  ves.  He  feared  that  some  design  which  eouid 
lot  be  avowed,  was  niatiiriog,  to  keep  up  a  laige 
landing  wmy  ta  time  of  peaoe;  or  that  the 
>eace  laiely  negotiated,  which  had  beea  hailed 
vith  so  much  enthusiasm,  was  deceptive ;  that  the 
leople  had  been  amused,  and  would  be  deecived 
n  their  expectatioa  of  permanent  peace  and  in- 
creasing  prosperity.  He  could  not  but  be  alarmed 
;o  find  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  recom- 
nended  the  keeping  up  a  regular  army  of  80,000 
—to  hear  that  this  plan  met  the  ajiprobatioa  of 
he  Administmtion,  and  to  see  thai  it  found  advo- 
sates  in  that  House.  Mr.  S.  said  that  it  appeared 
o  him  as  if  gentlemen  had  forgotten  not  only  the 
irst  principles  of  our  Qovemment,  but  had  deter- 
uined  to  renounce  all  the  sentiments  which  their 
rieods  had  formerly  avowed. 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  if  there  was  any  one  principle 
vhich  might  he  called  fuadunenlal  to  our  civil 
nstitutioos,  and  which  above  all  otheu  had  re- 
leived  the  decided  approbation  of  the  friends 
»f  civil  liberty  in  the  United  States  without  do- 
tnction  of  party,  it  was  tbi^-that  a  standing  army 
ras  not  to  be  tolerated  in  time  of  peace.  It 
ormed  a  prominent  cause  of  eemplaint  m  the  via- 1 
ication  of  independence,  and  was  deoouneed  in  | 


many  of  the  State  constitutions— it  was  directly 
in  opposition  to  the  uniform  opinion  of  our  sagea 
and  patriots.  Yet  the  plan  seemed  to  have  made 
many  new  friends.  All  the  commoa<»place  reasons 
in  favor  of  such  a  measure  (and  none  other  had 
been  urged)  had  been  resorted  to— reasons  which 
always  had  been  and  always  would  be  pressed  into 
such  a  service.  Such  as^  the  unsealed  state  of  the 
world;  large  armies  kept  up  by  riral  Powers;  the 
unruly  disposition  of  savage  tribes;  the  necessity  of 
always  being  prepared  for  war  to  preserve  peace. 
This  and  the  like  speciesofdnpery  always  hsd  and 
ever  would  be  held  up  to  conceal  the  real  motives 
of  political  action.  The  same  arguments  had 
been  used  for  more  than  a  century  to  support  the 
same  measure,  and  serred  only  to  prove  a  solemn 
truth,  that  an  army  was  always  in  favor  of  those 
in  power.  Mr.  S.  mid,  that  he  imputed  nothing 
remarkable  to  the  Government  for  cherishing  such 
a  means  of  patronage  and  power,  but  thought  it  be- 
came the  representatives  of  the  people  to  discour- 
ag%  and  restrain  it.  For  his  own  part  he  would 
not  vote  for  a  man  more  thaa  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  common  garrison  duty.  He  was,  how- 
ever, more  alarmed  at  the  sentiments  expressed 
in  regard  to  the  peace.  The  honorable  gentle- 
IQM  had  u^d  as  a  reason  against  reducing  the 
Army,  that  we  had  no  sceur ity  for  the  duration  of 
the  peace ;  that  the  British  Government  had  not 
relinquished  its  pretensions;  and  that  if  the  same 
causes  of  warshogld  occur  again,  the  peace  would 
also  hare  an  end.  And  the  gentleman  also  added, 
that  our  condition  was  only  that  of  a  free  or  susi- 
pended  hostility.  Mr.  S.  said,  that  this  was 
alarming  information  indeed;  and  his  only  con- 
solation ute  derived  from  a  conviction»  that  it 
was  wholly  unfounded.  He  asked  if  it  could  be 
possible  that  the  treaty  lately  norotiated  was  mere 
deception  ?  He  hooed  and  bekeved  that  it  was 
not,  hut  that  it  had  been  produced  by  the  dear- 
bomgbt  experience,  that  notlung  was  to  be  gained 
by  the  war.  The  error  into  wJuch  the  gentleman 
had  fallen  was  this :  he  supposed  that,  as  the  Brit* 
ish  Government  had  not  relinquished  iu  pretea« 
sioiM,  the  causes  of  war  still  existed,  and  might 
again  produce  hostility,  if  again  resorted  to  by 
that  Governmenu  But  Mr.  S.  said,  that  this 
opinion  ww  not  eorreet ;  the  honorable  gentleman 
seemed  to  hare  forgotten  that  we  had  declared 
the  war,  and  were  tbecomplaiaaots,and  that,  go- 
ing to  war  for  specific  causes,  when  we  made  a 
general  peace  without  providing  for  them,  we 
must  he  ceesidered  as  haviug  ahaodoaed  them. 
There  existed  no  necessity  for  the  British  to^iw€ 
up  their  peeteosions,  nnlem  they  intended  so  to  do ; 
so  far  from  it,  by  the  acknowledged  laws  of  na- 
tions, every  cause  of  war  not  provided  for  by  the 
treaty  is  eonsidered  asgiven  up,  and  can  never  be 
again  made  the  foundation  of  hostility,  without  a 
breach  of  public  faith.  This  rule  was  geaeraL 
and  had  receired  the  unqualified  approbation  ot 
the  most  approved  writers  upon  the  law  of  nations. 
A  treaty  or  peace  not  only  puts  an  end  to  the 
war,  but  abolishes  the  cause  of  it.  The  party 
who  made  the  war,  and  then  the  peace,  can  nevec 
again  recommence  hostilities  for  the  anme  c^uaes^ 
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hence,  in  modern  treaties,  there  will  alwafs  be 
fonnd  a  leading  provision,  that  the  peace  shall  be 
firm  or  perpetaal,  or  nniversal,  or  of  the  like  im- 
port, the  meaning  of  which  is,  not  that  there  shall 
De  no  future  war,  but  that  peace  is  to  be  perpetual, 
as  far  as  respects  the  former  points  of  difference.  * 
Mr.  S.  said,  that  the  operation  of  this  prin* 
eiple  of  national  law  upon  the  subject  was  ob- 
yious.    We  had  gone  to  war  ostensibly  on  ac- 
count of  the  Orders  in  Council ;  we  had  continued 
it  because  of  impressments  from  American  mer- 
chant Yessels;  we  complained,  as  occasion  re- 
quired, about  blockades  and  other  subordinate 
matters.    As  to  the  Orders  in  Council,  the  treaty 
did  not  operate  upon  that  subject,  because  they 
had  been  repealed  at  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
and  did  not  constitute  a  matter  in  dispute  when 
the  treaty  was  signed — therefore  that  subject  was 
not  touched  by  the  treaty.    If  they  should  again 
be  renewed,  we  should  bare  the  same  right  to  go 
to  war  on  that  account  as  we  had  before,  and  no 
more ;  but  he  thought  that  there  was  not  the  re- 
motest probability  that  the  British  Qovernment, 
after  having  voluntarily  abandoned  them,  would 
ever  again  resort  to  such  an  experiment.   But  the 
causes  for  which  the  war  had  oeen  continued  af- 
ter the  repeal  of  those  orders,  and  after  the  offer 
of  an  an  armistice  and  pacific  arrangement,  stood 
upon  a  different  footing,  and  were  expressly  with- 
in the  principle.    At  the  head  of  the  list  was  the 
point  of  impressment.    We  claimed  that  our  flag 
should  cover  and  protect  all  persons  on  board  our 
merchantmen.    We  continued  the  war  because 
of  the  right  claimed  and  exercised  by  the  British 
to  search,  and  to  take  away  their  own  subjects ; 
and  because  of  the  abuse  of  that  right  in  often 
taking  real  American  citizens  under  pretence  that 
they  were  subjects.    Yet  the  treaty  is  silent  upon 
the  matter;  not  a  letter  is  to  be  found  in  it  impair- 
ing or  even  regulating  the  exercise  of  the  claim. 
We  can  never,  therefore,  maintain  thai  our  flag 
ahall  cover  the  persons  on  board  our  merchant 
ships.    Nor,  if  we  act  with  good  faith,  can  we 
ever  again  ^o  to  war  for  the  common  abuses  here- 
tofore practised — ^for  these  were  the  causes  of  the 
war,  which  this  peace  has  ended ;  all  that  can  be 
left  to  us,  acting  honafide^  is  to  endeavor  by  ami- 
cable arrangements  to  provide  against  abuses  of 
that  claim,  which  this  treaty  has  converted  into 
an  acknowledged  right.    The  same  might  be  said 
of  blockades  and  the  rest  of  our  maritime  preten* 

*  VaUel,  lib.  4^  chap.  8.  sect.  10— «  The  cfiect  of  a 
trea^  of  peace,  it  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  and  to 
abolish  the  subject  of  it*  It  loaves  the  contracting  par- 
ties without  any  rights  of  committing  hostility  either 
for  the  suliject  which  kindled  the  war,  or  for  what 
has  passed  in  the  course  of  it;  it  is  therefore  no  limger 
pennitted  to  take  op  arms  for  the  same  caoae ;  accord- 
inglj  in  these  treaties  the  parties  reciprocally  oblige 
themselves  to  a  perpetual  peace,  which  is  not  to  be  un- 
derstood as  if  the  oontractiog  parties  promised  never  to 
make  war  on  each  other,  for  any  cause  whatever.  Peace 
relates  to  the  war  which  it  terminates,  and  as  it  for- 
bids the  reviTftl  of  the  lame  war,  by  taking  up  arms  for 

tto  cwue  which  at  first  kindled  it,  is  in  reality  per- 
peCnal.'*  "^  * 


aioDs.  The  treaty  was  siiest — the  enemy  woaid 
not  suffer  them  to  be  named — they  are  all  gires 
op-"we  have  ourselves  abandooed  the  new  doc- 
trine of  "  Free  Trade  and  Bailora'  Rights,"  sad 
can  never  a^in  rightfully  drmw  the  sword  oa 
those  pretensions. 

Mr.  8.  said  that  he  did  not  state  this  ^  vayof 
reproach  against  the  Qovernmeat,  for  csaelediBg 
such  a  peace— he  had  predicted  and  rejaeed  at 
the  event. '  It  had  saved  the  country,  whickvas 
enough  for  him.    He  should  not  venture  cm  lo 
give  a  character  to  the  peace,  nor  insiooaie  tbt 
It  was  not  such  as  it  ought  to  have  beea.  Ee 
only  wished  that  the  people  might  nnderstiad  a 
— that  it  miffht  pass  for  what  it  was  wort^  aai 
no  more.    Mr.  8.  said  that  the  general  principle 
of  public  law,  which  he  had  laid  down,  was  doc 
only  just  in  itself,  but  its  application  to  oar  ca« 
had  been  anticipated  and  recognised  by  the  Ad- 
ministration ;  were  it  not  for  such  a  principle,  wii 
would  be  interminable.    Peace  wonld  iaUced  be 
nothing  more  than  a  truce.    What  nation  would 
make  peace  with  its  enemy  merely  to  afibrd  tine 
for  better  preparation,  if  the  war  might  be  re- 
commenced on  the  old  grounds  when  he  was  i^ 
dined  so  to  do?    When  he  said  that  the  Adaiih 
istration  had  recognised  this  priaci|ftlc  of  paUie 
law,  he  spoke  from  documents  which  cooid  tot 
err.    In  the  instructions  from  the  DepartmeatoC 
State  to  our  Ministers  at  Ghent,  tiearing  diate  Apnl 
l&th,  1812,  Mr.  Monroe  saya— ^*I  have  to  rqieii, 

*  that  the  great  object  which  yoo  have  to  secure^  is 
'  regard  to  impressment,  is,  that  the  flag  shall  jso- 
'  tect  the  crew.  Your  first  duty  is  to  conckdea 
'  peace  with  Great  Britain,  and  yon  are  aathonnd 
'  to  do  it,  in  case  you  can  obtain  a  satislaccory  atip- 

*  ulation  against  impressment ;  one  which  will  se- 
'cure  under  our  flag  protection  to  the  crew." 
^  if  this  encroachment  is  not  provided  foi,  the 

*  United  States  have  appealed  to  arms  in  wmia.    If 
'  your  efforts  to  accomplish  it  shoald  UU^  you  will 
^  return  home  without  delay." 

In  the  instructions  of  the  28lik  January  1814, 
these  words  will  be  found:  ^Oa  impcessoient, 
^  as  to  the  right  of  the  United  Stales  to  be  exemivt 

*  from  it,  I  have  nothing  new  to  add— the  seott- 

*  mentsof  the  President  have  undeigone  no  change 
'  OA  thia  important  subject.  This  degrading  pra&- 
'  tice  mubt  cease ;  our  flag  must  protect  the  crew, 
'  or  the  United  States  cannot  consider  themselves 

*  as  an  independent  nation." 

In  a  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Reh> 
tions,  on  the  subject  of  impressment,  of  &ik  Jan- 
uary 1813,  it  is  said :  ^  To  appeal  to  arms,  aad 

*  to  lay  them  down  without  securing  tt,  would  be 

*  considered  in  no  other  light  than  a  lelinqntsfc* 

*  ment  of  iL" 

But  the  most  important  public  docament  opoa 
the  point,  was  the  instructions  to  oar  Ministers  of 
the  27th  Jttn&  1614,  because  these  were  seat  after 
the  peace  in  Europe  was  known  to  this  Cbvert* 
meuL  In  that  despatch  is  the  folio  wing  sente>c«: 
^'As  it  is  not  tbe  intention  of  the  United  Sisv^ 
'  in  suffering  the  treaty  to  be  silent  on  the  ^ 

*  ject  of  impressment,  to  admit  the  British  duA 
^  thereon,  or  to  relinquish  that  of  the  United  SoKs^ 
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it  is  highly  importaiit  that  any  saeh  iDreraoce 
'  sboold  be  entirely  precluded  by  a  declaratioo,  or 
'  protest,  ID  Bome  rorm  or  other,  that  the  omission 
IS  Dot  to  have  such  a  teaileDcy." 

Mr.  S.  asked  whether  the  treaty  contained  any 
uch  declaration,  or  protest — whether  any  other 
nstrtttnent  of  protest  had  been  commiuiicaied  to 
he  British  Ministers  before  the  treaty  was  signed? 
"^o  such  paper  has  been  commanicated,  and  none 
izisted.  Suppose,  instead  of  such  a  protest,  dis- 
linct  propositions  had  been  made  by  our  Minis- 
;ers  on  the  point  of  impressment,  and  had  been 
nstanily  rejected,  would  not  this  put  the  point 
>eyond  doubt?  If  such  was  not  the  fact,  why 
lad  not  ail  the  papers  accompanying  the  treaty 
i>eeD  laid  before  the  House?  For  these  reasons, 
Vir.  S.  said,  he  saw  no  caute  to  fear  that  the 
nrar  would  be  renewed  if  the  United  States  acted 
nriih  good  faith.  He  looked  for  a  durable  peace, 
ii»  the  interest  which  both  parties  had  in  main- 
laining  it.  But  if  the  enemy  should  so  act  as  to 
)ring  about  war  again,  without  fault  of  our's, 
the  country  would  yet  be  safe.  We  could  soon 
lave  as  good  an  army  as  that  now  to  be  disband- 
ed. And  nniii  we  had,  the  people  could  defend 
hemseires.  We  want  no  mercenary  army  to  de- 
end  the  country  on  sudden  emergencies. 

Our  safety  lies  in  the  spirit,  bravery,  and  patri- 
otism of  the  people.  Did  we  want  proof  of  this  ? 
liet  us  cast  our  eyes  to  Sackett's  Harbour,  Platts- 
»urff,  and  particularly  to  New  Orleans,  where 
he  orave  militia  of  the  country,  aided  by  their 
Western  brethren,  with  no  other  aid  than  two 
keletoQ  regiments,  had  repulsed  the  enemy  with 
ignal  slaughter.  This  had  taught  the  world  a 
esson,  how  freemen  would  defend  their  homes, 
^hy  then,  Mr.  8.  asked,  should  we  keep  up  this 
irmy  at  the  expense  of  many  millions  of  dollars  ? 
^or  one,  he  would  not  consent  to  it.  The  taxes 
m  posed  pn  the  people  were  enormous ;  they  could 
lot  be  dispensed  with  until  our  finances  and  credit 
vere  restored.  We  should  retrench  as  much  as 
K)ssible.  Lop  off  erery  unneeesoary  article  of 
sxpense^  and  commence  a  system  of  rigid  econo- 
ny.  upon  the  whole,  he  trusted  that  the  amend- 
nent  made  in  Committee  would  be  confirmed  in 
he  House  by  a  decided  majority. 

Mr.  Maoon  said,  he  would  not  take  up  the 
:reaty  or  its  merits,  nor  discuss  the  subject  of 
Sxecutive  recommendations;  but  he  should  con- 
ine  himself  to  the  question  of  what  it  would  be 
}toper  for  the  United  States  to  do  in  the  present 
itate  of  things.  Six  or  ten  thousand  men  were 
QOthing  as  a  war  establishment.  If  the  treaty 
was  oolv  a  truce,  we  ousht  not  to  stop  at  ten 
thousand  men ;  instead  of  disbanding  our  forces, 
we  ought  to  go  on  recruiting  them,  to  be  prepared 
*or  the  state  of  things  which  will  take  place  when 
:he  truce  expires.  But,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  took  the 
;reaiy  for  a  covenant  of  peace,  and  he  was  willing, 
n  good  faith,  to  carry  it  into  effect.  There  was 
I  mistake,  on  the  part  of  some  gentlemen,  in  re- 
gard to  what  had  been  the  original  Peace  Estab- 
lishment. During  all  the  trouble  between  this 
souatry  and  Spain  and  Britain,  no  addition  had 
been  authorized  to  the  old  Peace  Establiahraent, 


until  after  the  attack  upon  the  Chesapeake,  and 
when  the  law  then  passed  there  was  sreat  disputr 
about  the  title  of  it,  that  theaddittooal  force  might 
not  be  considered  a  part  of  the  Military  Peace- 
Establishment.    The  old  Peace  Bstabiishmenl 
consisted  of  one  brigade  only.    With  that  force 
we  had  taken   possession  of  Louisiana ;    with 
that  force  we  had  maintained  it,  besides  keep- 
ing garrisons    in    most  of    our   present   forts.- 
The  Indians,  he  thought,,  might  oe  safely  left 
to  themselves ;  our  forts  would  not  now  be  in- 
creased, and  all  the  force  that  appeared  to  hiaa* 
necessary,  was  so  much  as  should  oe  sufficient  to* 
keep  our  works  in  repair.   The  true  way  tonakr 
our  militia  efficient,  is  to  let  them  know  that  the- 
safety  of  the  nation  depends  on  them,  and  to  take 
nothing  more  from  the  products  of  their  labor  to 
support  regular  soldiers,  than  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary.   In  proportion  as  men  lire  easily  and  com- 
fortably, in  proportion  as  thev  are  free  from  the 
burdens  of  taxation^  they  will  be  attached  to  the 
Gfovernment  in  which  they  live.    For  his  part, 
Mr.  M.  said,  he  should  be  willing  to  reduce  the 
Army  to  the  old  Peace  Establishment,  of  three 
thousand  men. 

As  to  the  Indian  hostilities,  Mr.  M.  apprehended 
we  should  now  hear  very  little  of  them.  The 
Northwestern  Company  had  been  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Indian  wars;  and  it  was  now  their  inter- 
est to  end  them.  So  long  as  the  British  Ministry 
were  on  an  amicable  footing  with  this  Gk>vern- 
meat,  so  long  the  Indians  will  remain  at  peace. 
It  was  no  matter  what  men  composed  the  British 
Ministry,  and  therefore  immaterial  in  this  debate; 
whether  tbey  are  the  Cannings,  Castlereaghs.  or 
Wellesleys,  it  is  our  duty  to  consider  them  ail  as 
devoted  to  the  British  interests. 

As  to  Spain,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  considered  the 
question  settled  as  to  the  territory  west  of  the 
Perdido.  The  people  of  Tennessee  and  Georgia 
had  settled  that  question.  If  he  had  been  so  in- 
clined, would  Ferdinand  of  Spain  have  missed 
the  favorable  opportunity  afforded  by  the  double 
war  in  which  we  were  engaged,  to  have  made  an 
attempt  on  the  country  ?  Once  settle  that  coun- 
try, said  he,  and  you  will  want  no  garrisons  there. 
The  late  enemy  had  calculated  much  from  the 
operation  of  its  armv  against  Orleans.  If  they 
were  satisfied  with  the  treaty  under  a  belief  of 
that  army  being  victorious,  and  the  key  of  the 
whole  Western  country  being  in  their  possession, 
would  they  be  dissatisfied  with  it  now,  when  that 
army  was  ascertained  to  be  destroyed,  and  the 
design  of  conquest  totally  defeated  ?  The  evenU 
in  that  quarter  might  be  urged  in  England  as  a 
reason  for  putting  the  Ministers  out  of  power,  but 
not  as  a  reason  for  violating  the  treaty.  Mr.  M. 
said  he  should  foe  glad  to  see  a  reduction  of  the 
Army  now.  His  experience  had  shown  him  that, 
if  there  was  a  difficulty  in  raising  men  aod  laying 
taxes,  there  was  a  greater  difficulty  in  getting 
rid  of  both.  He  had  heard  strong  arguments 
zealously  urged  why  taxes  should  not  be  repealed 
when  they  were  not  necessary,  and  he  was  cer- 
tain they  would  not  be  repealed  if  they  were 
made  necessary  by  keeping  up  a  large  military 
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Ibice.  The  saenrilf  of  iIhs  natioo  repoaes  not  on 
•  Iwrge  militaiy  foree,  bot  oq  the  happiness  aod 
freedom  of  the  people.  It  is  mach  cheeper  to 
carry  on  a  war  with  regulars  than  miliiia,  bat  a 
regular  anny  ought  not  to  be  kept  op  in  time  of 
peaee.  What  enabled  the  people  to  stand  the 
pressure  of  the  restrictive  system,  but  the  light- 
ness with  which  they  were  liorne  upon  by  taxes  ? 
History  almost  universaHy  proves,  that  in  propor- 
tion as  you  rely  on  regulars,  militia  lose  their  efi- 
cacy  and  utility.  You  must  let  the  militiaman 
know,  he  must  feel  that  oo  him,  and  others  like 
him,  the  safety  of  the  nation  rests,  and  not  on  a 
atanding  army.  He  hoped  the  House  would  coo- 
eor  in  reducing  the  number  of  men  to  six  thou- 
sand ;  though  be  should  like  it  well  if  it  were 
rediKed  stifi  lower. 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  he  was  opposed  to  the  aawod- 
nent  for  reducing  the  force  of  the  Army  as  low  as 
six  thousand  men.  He  was  not  thus  opposed  to 
it  from  any  apprehension  of  insincerity  in  the 
peace  between  the  United  States  and  Qieat  Brit- 
•in ;  but  he  was  in  favor  of  proceeding  on  Che 
couHDon  rules  of  pmdeDce  and  caution.  The  late 
enemy  had  at  this  time  a  large  force  on  oureoaats 
•nd  borders,  sa^  thirty  five  thousand  men;  and 
with  Great  Britain,  as  a  rival  nation,  holdiog  so 
|H>wcrful  a  force  in  our  neighborhood,  it  was  not, 
in  his  opinion^  compatible  with  prudence  to  re- 
dttcu  the  Military  establishment.  In  his  deal- 
ings in  social  life,  he  said,  when  he  paid  money 
to  any  man,  of  ever  so  great  and  unquestionable 
Integrity,  he  took  a  reoeipt  for  the  money;  and 
if  such  a  person  owed  him  money,  he  took  his 
bond  or  note  for  it ;  and,  with  these  documents, 
he  could,  if  necessary,  defend  his  right  before  a 
legal  tribunal.  But  it  was  not  so  between  na- 
tions, whose  last  and  best  appeal  was  force.  It 
became  the  duty  of  nations,  therefore,  not  indis- 
«netly  to  disarm  themselves.  He  said  he  wms 
fnendlj  to  a  small  Military  Establishment,  and 
was  willing  to  reduce  ours  in  moderation*  In  the 
existing  state  of  society,  without  indulgin|[  in  im- 
gcnerous  .suspicions,  it  would  be  most  wise  and 
.prudent  never  to  put  ourselves  in  the  power  of 
other  natioDs. 

Mr.  WniGHT  said  he  rose,  not  to  speak  to  the 
reduction  of  the  Army,  having  already  expressed 
his  (pinion  od  that  subject,  bat  briefly  to  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Stoos- 
TOM,)  who  had  just  told  the  House  that  we  went 
to  war  for  '^  free  trade  and  sailors'  ri^^hts,"  illegal 
blockades  and  spoliations ;  that  he  will  not  spw 
of  the  character  of  the  peace,  and  yet,  in  the  same 
breath,  tells  us  that  the  right  of  impressment  has 
been  given  up,  the  rijght  of  blockade  has  been 
given  up,  and  our  claim  for  spoliation  has  been 
given  up.  I  should  be  p[lad  to  know,  said  Mr.  W., 
Aow  he  could  more  pointedly  have  given  a  char- 
acter to  the  peace,  or,  indeed,  more  incorrectly 
have  given  tnat  character.  Sir,  after  the  advice 
of  the  President  to  cultivate  harmony  in  every 
•aeclloo  of  the  Union,  and,  indeed,  when  remarks 
tending  to  irritate  Grreat  Britain  have  been  re- 
buked on  this  floor,  I  had  hoped  that  remarks  cal- 
culated to  stir  up  the  angry  passions  among  eur- 
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selves  would  have  been  forimrwe.  L 
prepared  to  act  on  the  prtneiple  ai 
drop  the  curtain  of  obliviott  oa  the 
cultivate  union,  ao  veeesaarf  for  tkc 
and  prai^pefity  of  the  aatioa.  Sir,  tke  var  was 
declared  to  arrest  the  ftaeiice  of  impwsMsat 
and  illegal  blockades  under  the  Orden  is  Coun- 
cil, and  to  obtain  satisfaetioii  for  spottabsBi;  ob> 
jeets  admitted  on  all  sides  to  Joatify  4e  var. 
But  the  gentlemaa  has  toU  na  that  dwybmsU, 
bj  the  treaty,  bean  givan  up.  Bm  fans  fiM^vom 
his  own  remarks  on  former  occnnioBs  ihiiBm- 
ain  never  dnimed  the  rigte  of  tiae  wnmemamd 
but  to  take  her  •wa.     He  faai  im- 


gotten  that  he  prsmed  ua  to  |Nit  «^atop  ta  the  im- 
of  the  w 


ther  progress  of  the  war,  as  the  Ordcia  in  Com- 
cil  arere  revoked ;  and  yet  he  nmf%  the  r^t  a 
impreosmant  has  been  gives  op  ;  that  the  ri$lie 
of  Moekade  has  been  given  op,  aM  oo  compeB» 
tion  for  spoliatioa  has  been  obtmmcd.  Sir,  it  vd 
be  recollected  bv  uU,  that  Great  Britain  seivr 
claimed  the  rijp^ht  of  impreaanicot  of  Aaicricii 
seamen,  and,  of  oouise,  that  the  right  would  sa 
have  been  among  the cavsas  of  the  war ;  botika 
she  claimed  the  right  to  take  British  sfaoMi 
sailing  under  the  flag  of  the  Uaiaed  Satn,  sad 
under  pretenee  of  that  ekom,  imprfirdstrnrs 
men*  Sir,  the  Oiden  in  Couacil  impeaiaf  ittepi 
blockades  were  revoked  rimoat  cooteaBpoffaaesai- 
ly  with  the  declaratien  of  war,  ood  before  fh 
knew  it  was  deehved,  but  I  oeevr  had  s  doek 
that  our  preparations  for  the  war  of  whid  ihe 
was  iaformed,  at  the  revocation  of  the  Ordssii 
Council,  was  the  ea«sa  of  that  Tevaealiei^-ef 
course  taaee  Ordeia  ia  Council  aad  illegal  Usck- 
ades  were  abandoned  leag  befaae  the  treaty,  lai 
of  course,  it  eeold  not  be  nceeasnry,  hf  trniy  a 
effect  what  had  been  dane  witheat,  hf  the  war. 
The  nractice  of  impresrawnt  was  aka,  by  the 
war,  determined,  nnd  we  can  aevei  forger  that  the 
OpfMuition  contended  that  they  iMdvcvjfow  see- 
men  impressed,  fower  by  for  mas  we  are  tatight 
were  gtven  up  and  restored  to  iibaity,  hat  kept 
as  prisoners  of  war,  althouirh  captured  in  tkne  of 
pence^  as  their  frrnds  cafied  it.  ladk,  then,  if 
the  right  of  impresaaent  of  AmetieMi  aeaaMB, 
never  claimed,  has  been  given  up?  or  the  right  of 
blockade,  given  up  without  treaty,  has  beea  re- 
vived by  lis  not  being  insened  in  the  treaty  1 
And  I  auo  ask,  if  the  cintai  of  Qrent  Brltaia  to 
take  her  own  seamen  has  aot  been  agreed  to  by 
the  treaty,  if  she  has  not,  open  the  sentleasn's 
principles,  abandoned  it?  80  nach,  sir,  as  to 
impressment  and  btoekades.  Now,  upon  thesab> 
ject  of  spoliations.  I  humbly  nsk,  if  they  hsre 
not  been  renamieraled  7  They  took  aioe  haadted 
and  seventeen  ships  In  time  A  [>enee ;  we  endea- 
vored to  regain  them  by  replevin,  but  they  wcie 
eloigned,  or  rather  purloined,  and  we  obiaiaed  t 
captor  ai  totlAemam,  whereby  we  iMve  legalfr 
taxen  two  thouoaad  <»  her  ehips^  riehly  ladea  i 
double  the  value  of  ours  so  pwloined.  I  thcaii^i 
if  this  be  not  perfect  satisfoetion,  and  if  it  emld 
be  lawful  to  lelease  the  ships  they  took  afor  be- 
ing thus  remunerated  by  a  coadeamatiiMeBcac 
capiat  im  wM«rmtm7    Sir,  I  ana  aocry  w  hear 
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that  gentlemen  condemn  their  friends  in  the  Sen- 
ate, where  the  treaty  was  unanimously  ratified. 
Would  they  have  ratified  a  treaty  ffiving  op  the 
right  of  impressment?  Would  they  nave  given  up 
:be  riffbt  of  blockade,  or  an^r  other  right  ?  Would 
:be7  nave  unanimously  ratified  so  dishonorable  a 
:reaty?  It  Would  be  as  fool  a  calumny  on  their 
wtriotism  as  it  would  be  on  their  understanding, 

0  gire  such  a  construction  to  the  treaty  Sir, 
[  trust  the  whole  American  people  will  be  satis- 
led  wilh  the  peace,  and  will  consider  the  war  as 

1  demonstration  of  the  strength  of  Republican 
Governments,  founded  on  the  affection  of  a  free 
)eople,  not  like  thoM  Governments  of  slaves,  ex- 
ecuted by  force  or  fear,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will 
lemonstrate  to  Ghreat  Britain  our  strength ;  that 
ive  have  not  only  the  power  but  the  will,  any- 
hing  in  the  Federal  Opposition  to  the  contrary 
iotwithstanding,and  convince  her  that  America, 
inited,  is  invincible. 

Mr.  Farbow  was  in  favor  of  a  small  Peace 
Sstabltshment.  We  had  gone  to  war,  he  said, 
with  a  very  small  regular  force,  and,  after  the 
soncluaion  of  a  peace,  we  ought  at  least  to  reduce 
:be  Army  to  the  amount  of  force  we  had  at  a  time 
irhen  war  was  daily  expected.  If  ever  we  again 
^  to  war,  he  said,  we  shall  act  on  the  defensive 
>nly,  and  our  militia,  in  every  ouarter  of  the  couo- 
ry,  are  prepared  to  defead  the  soil.  From  the 
sperienee  of  the  past  war  we  shatt  derive  immu- 
lity  from  aggression,  because  our  citizen  soldiers 
lave  shown  themselves  capable  of  defending  the 
loil.  They  now  know,  if  they  ever  before  doubt- 
!d  it,  that  it  will  be  in  vain  to  invade  us.  If  you 
Nrant  Canada,  said  he,  entice  the  British  Ghivero- 
nent,  if  yoa  can,  to  attack  you,  and  the  militia 
pvill  soon  follow  an  enemy  over  the  line^.  For- 
Hf  n  nations,  be  believed,  however,  would  in  fu- 
are  have  too  much  wisdom,  if  not  too  much  good- 
less,  to  attack  us ;  and  there  was  no  occasion  to 
ceep  uf)  a  regular  military  force  for  defensive 
lurposes.  He  was  in  Tavor  of  increasing  the 
?9avy,  to  a  certain  extent,  tut  opposed  to  a  large 
niiiiary  foree. 

Mr.  CuTBBBBT  said,  there  could  be  no  doubt, 
lie  thoogbt,  -that  in  the  regulation  of  our  Military 
BSstablisfament,  there  should  be  some  mean  num- 
MT  to  which  it  ought  to  be  reduced.  To  reduce 
It  as  low  as  was  proposed,  would  be  as  unwise,  in 
\iis  Tiew,  as  not  to  reduce  it  at  all.  The  reasons 
in  favor  of  the  proposed  reduction,  were  not 
itrong  enoojgh  to  balance  the  objections  against 
[t.  In  the  first  place,  he  arffoed,  it  warextremely 
important  to  know  what  tne  determination  and 
spirit  of  the  enemy  is.  In  going  into  and  coming 
jut  of  a  contest,  it  is  ail-important  to  know  what 
\8  the  spirit  of  your  aniagOBist.  Are  you  willing, 
laid  he,  to  tell  your  late  enemy,  you  rejoice  ex- 
tremely in  the  peace,  and  are  willing  to  rush  at 
>Dee  into  extreme  tranquillity  t  If  you  persuade 
bim  that  the  people  were  so  anxious  for  the  re- 
turn of  peace,  that  they  would  therefore  sacrifice 
»Tery ching,  yon  encourage  him  to  commit  future 
iggreasions.  He  ad  verted  to  the  influence  of  such 
;>Tecipitatiott  on  our  own  people,  and  deprecated 
it  as  declaring  peace  and  tranquillity  too  much. 


and  relaxing  their  spirits  so  greatly,  that  it  would 
be  with  great  difficulty,  in  case  of  future  wars 
being  forced  on  us,  they  could  be  induced  to  make 
the  necessarv  sacrifices.   Militia,  he  said,  however 
to  be  depended  on,  were  not  calculated  for  g^rrt^ 
son  duty,  which  they  abhorred  and  revolted  from, 
and  which  could  only  properly  be  performed  by 
regular  troops.    Neither  were  militia  fit  to  con- 
test a  regular  campaign,  with  an  enemy  in  a  fixed 
seat  of  war — such  a  campaign,  for  instance,  as  that 
of  the  last  Bummer  on  the  Canadian  frontier. 
Would  von,  said  he,  for  such  a  service  depend  on 
militia  force,  serving  for  six  months,  and  contin- 
ually changing  at  roe  end  of  that  term,  or  on  a 
regular  force,  competent  to  meet  in  the  open  field, 
and  to  manceavre  against  a  regular  army?  While 
no  one  more  highly  than  him  appreciated  the  en- 
thusiasm which  inilitia  had  displayed  in  ocea- 
sional  service,  he  denied  their  capacity  to  sustain 
an  equal  conflict  with  regular  troops  in  a  regular 
campaign.    On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
would  by  no  means  go  into  a  larce  Military 
Establishment,  in  time  of  peace.    The  party  to 
which  he  belonged  had  always  been  averse  to 
heaping  unnecessarv  burdens  on  the  people ;  and 
the  lightness  of  the  burdens  imposed  on  them,  was 
what  had  induced  them  always  to  adhere  to  and 
support  the  Government  as  they  had  done  through- 
out the  war.    He  would  not  weaken  that  attach- 
ment, which,  in  the  moment  of  danffer,  became  a 
prineiple  of  energy  and  action.    Ten  thousand 
men,  he  said,  for  a  time  of  trouble,  were  not  too 
few,  and  for  tiie  present  time,  he  tnought,  would 
be  a  proper  force.    In  time  of  actual  war,  they 
would  serve  as  a  foundation,  and  a  foundation 
only  did  we  ever  want,  for  a  good  army. 

Mr.  Stuabt  said  he  had  intended  to  have  given 
a  silent  vote  in  favor  of  the  largest  number  of 
men  proposed ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  argu- 
ments urged  against  the  number  of  ten  thousand 
men,  he  still  adhered  to  his  own  opinion,  that  ten 
thousand  men  would  not  be  too  many.    It  was 
much  easier  to  disband  than  to  raise  an  armv ; 
and,  while  we  have  some  of  the  best  troops  in  the 
world,  let  us  not  disband  too  many  of  them.  The 
differenee  of  expense  between  six  and  ten  thou- 
aaud  men  for  a  few  months,  would  be  trifling. 
At  the  next  session,  if  we  had  peace  with  every 
nation  on  that  firm  basis  he  hoped  we  should 
have,  he  would  join  with  gentlemen  in  reducing 
the  Army  still  lower.  Ten  thousand  men,  he  said, 
he  wished  to  retain,  neither  as  a  Peace  or  War 
Establishment,  but  as  constituting  such  a  force 
as  the  times  required.    He  voted  for  this  number, 
not  entrrelv  because  a  large  force  had  been  rec- 
ommendea  by  the  Executive,  but  on  his  own 
opinion,  deliberately  and  maturely  formed ;  and, 
although  the  gentleman  who  had  moved  in  the 
Committee  to  strike  out  ten  thousand,  appeared 
to  hope  it  would  be  carried  by  a  large  majoriijr, 
Mr.  B.  said  he  hoped  the  contrary.    Mr.  8.  said 
he  would  pin  his  faith  on  no  man's  sleeve,  in  or 
out  of  this  House;  but  he  thought  we  had  no 
right  to  expect  to  keep  entirely  clear  of  allhostilily, 
and  under  present  circumstances  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  reduce  the  Army  as  low  as  was  proposed. 
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Mr.  PoTT£R  Miid  h«  had  been  io  hopes,  Doiil 
the  debate  of  to  dajTs  that  we  had  made  peace  in 
the  spirit  of  peace,  and  that  the  Army  would  have 
been  reduced  to  the  Peace  SstabUshmeut.  The 
people  of  the  Uoited  States  had  suffered  very 
great  privations,  and  it  was  time  thev  should  be 
rdieved.  Mr.  P.  said  he  had  some  little  know- 
ledge of  different  Administrations  for  twenty 
years  past,  and  so  far  as  he  knew  them^  it  had 
always  been  a  good  time  to  continue  or  increase 
the  burdens  on  the  people  and  to  multiply  offices; 
but,  under  no  Administration  did  he  ever  know 
it  a  good  and  proper  time  to  begin  the  reduction 
of  expenses  and  abolition  of  offices.  He  had  been 
Ip  hopes,  he  said,  that  gentlemen  who  have  the 
management  of  toe  affairs  of  Administratioo.and 
bad  professed  great  Republicanism,  would  have 
shown  a  willingness;  when  they  had  the  power, 
to  practice  what  they  had  preached.  The  argu- 
ment that  we  must  support  an  army  because  the 
British  have  men  in  Canada,  is  entitled  to  no 
weight.  If  we  are  to  support  thirty  thousand  men 
on  that  ground,  we  need  no  war  to  destroy  the 
Administration  and  beggar  the  people ;  we  had 
better  be  in  war,  indeed,  than  in  such  a  peace  as 
that.  Another  gentleman  was  afraid  of  reducing 
the  Army  lest  Britain  should  suppose  we  were 
heartily  tired  of  the  war  and  could  not  bear  the 
burdens  of  it.  This  argument  he  treated  as  ab- 
surd— punishing  ourselves  to  no  purpose.  In  re- 
gard to  the  different  calculations  as  to  the  expense 
of  a  military  force,  he  said  it  was  probable  they 
were  all  underrated ;  that  the  calculation  of  the 
expense  of  an  army  was  something  like  that  of 
building  a  house ;  when  you  have  made  your  es- 
timate, you  ought  to  double  the  estimate,  which 
will  then  fall  short  of  the  actual  expense.  By 
all  the  direct  and  internal  taxes,  he  said,  the 
Government  had  not  yet  collected  from  the  people 
five  millions  of  dollars.  The  army  proposed  to 
be  retained  would  cost  more  per  year  tnan  had 
been  actually  collected  from  the  people  duriuff 
the  late  war.  We  ought,  he  said,  now  to  look 
forward,  and  not  to  look  back;  tkere  had  been 
more  irritation  and  talking  about  *^  the  enemy" 
to-day  than  there  had  been  for  almost  a  year  dur- 
ing the  war.  Mr.  P.  made  a  few  other  remarks, 
going  to  show  that  the  burdens  on  the  people 
ought  to  be  reduced  as  soon  as  possible,  which 
would  only  be  accomplished  by  an  adequate  re- 
duction of  the  Army. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  more  and  more  convinced 
of  the  inexpediency  of  breaking  up  at  once  our 
whole  Miliury  Establishment.  Had  they  before 
them,  he  asked,  or  could  they  have  at  this  session, 
the  necessary  estimates  whereon  to  fix  the  Peace 
Establishment  ?  If  they  had,  there  would  prob- 
ably be  little  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject; 
but  they  had  not.  Gentlemen  had  said,  that  to 
retain  so  great  a  force  would  imply  a  suspicion  of 
the  good  faith  of  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  the 
peace.  His  reply  to  that  argument  was,  that,  if 
the  largest  number  now  proposed  be  agreed  to,  we 
shall  reduce  our  army  to  one-sixth  ofthe  amount 
of  our  War  Establishment ;  that  is  to  say,  from 
sixty  to  ten  thousand  men,  and  ultimately  perhaps 


from  ten  thoosaod  to  six.  He  raae  bow,  howev- 
er, principally  to  reply  to  the  argument  that  oe 
ratification  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  amooatcd  a 
an  abandonment  to  Great  Britain  of  the  li^hi  o( 
impressment,  &«.;  to  an  abaodonmeat  of 'im 
trade  and  sailors'  rights."  In  the  first  ^et^  ht 
denied  the  position  that  this  eoantrj  hatfrrerset 
op  a  claim  to  the  immunitj  of  the  fla^  We  had 
always  been  ready  to  make  any  arraBpaest  br 
which  our  own  seamen  shoald  iie  ptoiecfei  AP 
though  the  Government  perhaps  ought  ohare 
done  so,  it  never  made  it  a  point,  that  Mhf 
should  protect  everything  ander  iL  Ithadaid, 
however,  that  unless  the  fla|^  did  protect  ail  ail- 
ing under  it,  it  would  be  difficult  to  remedy  i^ 
abuse  of  the  search  for  persons.  We  offered  UK 
rule  that  the  flag  should  protect  the  fesmeo,« 
one  subject  to  modification.  This  Governaicit 
had  always  been  willing  to  make  such  reeiprdo. 
regulations  as  should  in  this  respect  secure  to  eaea 
nation  iu  rights.  The  celebrated  scameo's  bu 
as  it  was  generally  called,  was  the  result  of  adit 
position  of  this  sort.  We  hare  denied  the  ri^u 
of  Great  Britain  to  take  any  other  thaa  her  on 
seamen ;  and  have  we  made  any  stipolatios.  a- 
press  or  implied,  by  which  we  yielded  the  ri^it 
of  our  citizens  to  exemption  from  impressacBt 
by  her  authority  ?  On  the  contrary,  stidMr.C^ 
I  maintain  that  that  right  issobsuntiallyaadfoc- 
ever  fixed.  We  have  exhibited,  during  this  war. 
a  power  and  an  energy  of  character  which  vil! 
prevent  any  Power  from  hereafter  fiodiog  it  ex- 
pedient to  uke  our  or  any  other  seamen  fromoor 
decks. 

Mr.  C.  added,  he  had  no  doubt  hot  Greu 
Britain  would  be  willing  to  ^uard  against  (aiue 
collision  on  that  subject,  to  enter  into  leciprool 
arrangements  which  shall  preclude  hereafter  aay 
necessity  or  pretence  for  searching  oorflierchsAt 
vessels  for  her  seamen.  There  is  ooahsiidoa- 
ment  on  our  part,  by  the  treaty,  of  toy  righu  He 
had  seen  assertions  to  the  contimry  ia  newspapers; 
but  he  never  expected  to  have  heard  it  gtsTely 
said  on  this  floor,  that  it  would  be  aomelh'iog 
like  a  violation  of  the  treaty  if  we  should  here- 
after resist  the  practice  of  impiessment  of  oar 
seamen.  The  war,  Mr.  C.  said,  had  effected  all 
its  great  objects.  The  British  claim  of  itDpresa- 
ment,  which  we  resisted,  ended  with  the  Raro- 
pean  war.  It  was  a  claim  resalting  fromt  state 
of  war.  That  state  ceasing,  the  operation  of  tbe 
claim  ceased,  and  there  was  no  necetaitrfw^ 
treaty  stipulation  asainst  a  claim  which  was  a* 
tincL  U  war  should  again  break  out  ia  fiorope, 
and  that  claim  be  revived,  (which  he  belieredit 
would  not,)  we  shall  be  in  a  belter  condition  tUa 
ever  to  assert  the  rights  of  our  citixens;  thoogh, 
he  believed,  we  have  made  such  an  impressioDOO 
the  British  nation,  that  it  will  never  feel  thesaoe 
disposition  hereafter  that  it  has  formerly  eTioeN 
to  encroach  on  our  rights,  which  are  now  becv 
secured  than  by  paper  or  parchment  stipoliu^ 
They  are  secured  and  settled  bythevigtf*^ 
energy  of  the  American  people,  who  wili  iH^ 
be  ready  to  draw  the  sword  if  Britain  ngai^* 
croaches  on  our  dearest  rights.  i 


237 


HISTORY  OF  00NGRB88. 


12S8 


BBRUAST,  1815. 


Peace  Eeiabliekmeni. 


H.  or  R. 


Mr.  Harson,  of  Maryland,  addrened  the  Chair 
s  followa: 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  becaase  I  am  onwilliog  to 
>nsame  mach  of  the  precious  time  of  the  Hoase, 
:  this  late  period  of  toe  session,  that  1  rise  with 
iu  eta  nee  to  replf  to  the  honorable  geotleman 
om  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoum.)  The  Con- 
itotional  day  for  termination  the  deJiberatioos 
'  this  body  is  at  hand ;  and  a  discussion,  involv- 
ig  a  qaevtion  of  such  magnitude  as  the  Treaty 
'  Peace,  cannot  be  disposed  of  in  the  manner 
hich  all  parties  would  desire. 
The  reluctance  I  haTe  expressed,  is  not  meant 
(  mere  matter  of  form,  by  wajr  of  exordium.    It 

sincerely  felt.  But  in  avowinff  it,  I  must  not 
i  suspected  of  any  disjsosition,  from  personal  or 
>litical  motiyes,  to  aroid  a  discussion,  which  the 
snorable  gentleman  appears  to  seek.  I  rejoiced 
ith  all  my  heart  at  the  restoration  of  peace,  and 
should  now  rejoice  at  such  a  discussion  of  the 
roYisions  of  the  treaty  as  sooner  or  later  must 
ike  place.  Could  I  haye  my  choice,  I  would 
^oose  this  day  for  the  discussion.  I  feel  every 
Isposition  to  communicate  to  my  constituents 
le  reflections  naturally  arising  out  of  the  new 
ate  of  things  which  exists.  When  the  proper 
loment  does  arrive,  and  the  House  consents  to 
ike  up  this  question  for  full  discussion,  I  shall 
old  myself  in  readiness  to  engage  in  it  with  the 
»lemnity  it  requires,  and  to  the  extent  of  which 
may  be  capable.  It  will  still  depend  very  much 
pon  the  prudence  and  discretion  of  jg^eotlemen 
i  the  majority,  whether  the  few  remaining  days' 
r  the  session  will  be  consumed  in  a  debate, 
^hich  by  no  means  promises  to  be  a  very  profit- 
bie  one  to  thenu 

Already  has  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Caro- 
na  said  enough  to  justify  the  few  remarks  I 
ropose  to  offer  in  reply  to  his  extraordinary  as- 
srtionsy  and  the  straiige  and  unexpected  positions 
e  has  ventured  to  lay  down. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  execution  of  the  task  I 
ave  assigned  myself,  it  will  be  proper  to  notice, 
s  first  in  order,  the  particular  question  of  reducing 
tie  Military  Sstablishment  to  the  standard  pro- 
osed,  six  thousand  men.  On  this  subject,  1  en* 
irely  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  my 
riend  next  to  me,  (Mr.  Grosvbiior.)  I  agree 
rith  him,  that  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  dic- 
aites  of  prudence,  and  the  best  maxims  of  wisdom, 
egardea  by  all  provident  and  well  regulated  Gov- 
rnments,  to  disarm  the  country  in  the  present 
tate  of  its  affairs.  1  agree  in  the  statesmanlike 
iew  he  has  concisely  and  eloquently  taken  of 
his  subject.  It  would  undoubtedly  be  impolitic 
nd  unsafe  to  cut  down  our  Military  Establish- 
dent  to  the  peace  standard,  before  Great  Britain 
lad  complied  with  the  provisions  of  the  treaty, 
^nd  restored  the  important  military  posts  she  now 
ecu  pies  within  our  territory.  1  am  happy  to 
ind  that  opinion  confirmed  and  corroborated  by 
ay  experienced  and  worthy  colleague  who  sits 
lear  me,  (Mr.  Stuart.)  He  has  given  his  opinion 
Iso,  to  the  Mouse,  in  the  language  of  a  soldier 
nd  a  statesman,  uninfluenced  by  those  little 
•arty  feelings  whicii  sometimes  sway  the  most 


independent  minds,  and  warp  the  strongest  jodf- 
ments. 

In  the  vote  I  am  prepared  to  give  upon  the  pro- 
posed reduction  of  the  Army,  1  am  governed  not 
at  all  by  an  apprehension  that  Great  Britain  it 
disposed  to  violate  the  treaty,  or  in  bad  faith  to 
create  any  difficulties  or  delay  in  withdrawing 
her  troops  from  our  territory.  But  is  it  the  part 
of  a  prudent  and  wise  Government  to  repose  en- 
tirely for  its  safety  upon  the  honor  and  good  faith 
of  nations?  While  an  inch  of  our  territory  is 
occupied  by  foreign  troops,  I  can  never  consent 
to  lay  down  our  arms.  It  would  be  taking  upon 
inyself  a  responsibility  which  I  could  neither  jus* 
tiiy  to  my  own  conscience,  my  constituents,  or 
my  country.  Certainly,  I  do  not  contemplate 
imposing  upon  the  people  the  burden  of  a  Military 
War  Esublishment  in  a  time  of  peace.  I  know 
my  duty,  and  understand  the  feelings  of  the  people 
too  well  to  contract  the  danger  of  apolitical  error 
so  unpardonable.  I  entertain  no  such  design.  All 
I  ask  is,  that  Fort  Niaj^ara  be  restored,  that  Caa- 
tine  be  evacuated,  before  I  will  give  my  vote  Co 
reduce  the  Army  below  ten  thousand  men.  The 
present  War  Establishment,  authorized  by  law, 
exceeds  sixty  thousand  men.  I  am  ready  at  once 
to  lop  off  five-sixths  of  the  Army.  I  join  gentle- 
men iu  voting  to-day  to  dismiss  fifty  thousand ; 
but  further  I  cannot  go  consistently  with  my 
ideas  of  prudence,  and  a  just  sense  or  the  obliga- 
tions imposed  upon  roe  by  my  situation.  On  our 
Northern  border,  the  late  enemy  presenta  a  formi- 
dable force.  From  the  best  information,  he  it 
twenty  thousand  strong,  with  at  least  five  thou- 
sand well  disciplined  militia  co-operating  witJi 
this  powerful  veteran  army.  Will  the  people 
affree,  would  it  comport  with  the  dignity  and 
enaracter  of  a  Government  deserving  the  respect 
of  foreign  nations,  and  the  confidence  of  its  own 
people,  entirely  to  disarm  itself  immediately  upon 
the  ratification  of  a  treaty,  and  under  circum- 
sunces  known  to  exist  in  this  country  7  We  firat 
catch  at  the  treaty  with  the  ravenous  avidity  of  a 
condemned  maleiactor  accepting  a  reprieve  with 
A  halter  around  his  neck.  It  is  ratified  almoat 
without  deliberation,  as  though  it  were  predeter- 
mined to  take  it,  "sight  unseen,''  be  its  provisions 
ever  so  humiliating  and  dero^tory  to  an  inde- 
pendent nation.  Then  we  disband  our  Army, 
strip  ourselves  of  all  defence,  while  foreign  troops 
are  still  in  the  occupation  of  important  military 
posts.  Is  this  the  conduct  to  be  looked  for  from 
an  exalted  Government,  intrusted  with  the  con- 
servatory power  of  a  free  and  high  minded-people? 
What  can  be  more  unwise,  more  undignified? 
What  better  calculated  to  draw  down  on  both  the 
contempt  and  derision  of  foreign  nations  ?  Our 
national  character  may  already  be  sunk  extremely 
low,  but  the  popular  course,  as  it  is  deemed,  pro- 
posed now  to  be  pursued,  will  sink  it  still  lower- 
lower  than  the  bitterest  enemy  of  the  Adminia- 
tration  can  desire  to  see  it  snnlcl 

1  stand  not  here,  sir,  the  supporter  of  large 
standing  armies  in  time  of  peace.  But  unpopular 
as  the  vote  may  be  considered,  I  am  ready  to  ea- 
eoanter  the  odium  of  preserring  a  commanding 
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ftttilDde,  oatil  tb«  r«latk>iis  of  pesce  are  petloelly 
restored,  and  each  party  reassames  its  posttire  be- 
fore tbe  war.  I  will  not  allow  myself  te  donbt, 
for  a  moment,  what  would  be  the  determination 
of  tbe  minority  if  the  reins  of  Cbremment  were 
in  their  hands,  and  they  were  respoosihle  for  tbe 
character  and  safety  of  the  coontry.  I  hare  oolj 
to  refer  to  their  known  principles,  and  the  politi- 
cal maxims  by  which  they  have  always  been 
governed,  to  prononnee  the  policy  which  wonld 
prevail  at  suck  a  moment  and  nnder  existing  cir- 
eomstances. 

Mv  honorable  friend  before  me,  (Mr.  Stock- 
ton,) npon  whose  opinion  I  am  in  the  habit  of 
relying  almost  implicitly,  from  his  known  strength 
of  judgment,  purity,  and  disinterestedness,  ao- 
liBowlftlges  himself  to  be  influenced  by  the  threat- 
ening declarations  of  some  sentlemeB  over  tbe 
way.  who  look  to  a  renewal  of  hostilities  with 
England.  He  says,  be  is  alarmed  by  declarations 
of  tbe  kind,  proceeding  from  suoh  high  authority. 
For  my  part,  sir^  I  am  inflneneed  by  no  such 
feelings.  There  is  nothing  in  these  warlike  men- 
aces which  at  all  disturbs  my  mind.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  attaches  too  much  importance 
to  tbe  airy,  incoasiderate,  idle  declarations  that 
prooeed  from  some  eentlemen,  who  fhncy  them- 
selves as  filling,  on  this  floor,  the  stations  of  Lords 
Oastlereagh  and  Liverpool,  or  tbe  Chancellor  in 
tbe  British  ParliamenL  So  far  from  eeeing  in 
this  vaporing  declamation  real  cause  of  i^arm,  to 
use  a  volgar  flgure,  I  should  jast  as  soon  expect  a 
scalded  cat  to  jump  into  a  cauldron  of  boittog 
w«ter  as  to  suspect  tbis  Administration  of  a  de- 
aiga  to  plunge  the  country  iato  another  war  with 
Jfingland.  The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  may 
vast  assured  the  intentions  of  the  majority  are 
•quite  as  innocent  as  iheir  declarations.  An  indi- 
vidual wbo  has  got  disgracefully  out  of  a  quarrel,  • 
•may,  in  charity,  be  allowed  tbe  consolation  and 
relief  to  be  derived  from  a  courageous  threat  to 
renew  the  conflict.  In  private  life,  these  instances 
are  quite  commoa,  ana  they  generally  end  with  i 
tbe  threat.  I  will  abstain  from  tbe  remarks  which 
belong  to  tbis  subject,  and  proceed  to  reply  to  tbe 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 

I  begin,  sir,  bv' acknowledging  myself  to  be  eii- 
tkrely  at  a  loss  for  the  proper  language  in  which 
to  express  my  amazement  at  the  principles  he  has 
laid  down,  and  the  positions  he  has  taken.  In 
tbese^ot  all  the  gentleman's  ingenuity,  peat  as 
it  is  known  and  admitted  to  be,  can  sustain  him. 

He  says,  we  have  neither  abandoned  nor  im- 
paired any  claim  for  which  the  war  was  declared, 
bv  accepting  a  treaty  which  is  silent  as  to  those 
claioM.  He  contends  that  the  question  of  im- 
pressment, as  a  claim,  remains  where  it  was  before 
tbe  war.  With  his  accustomed  confidence  and 
boldness,  be  asserU  that  the  claim  of  tbisQovem- 
ment  was  the  protection  of  its  own  seamen ;  and 
be  denies^  unequivocally,  that  we  ever  contended 
for  "  the  immunity  of  our  flag,"  white  the  British 
eat  up  the  right  to  impress  our  seamen. 

The  gentlemao*s  first  position  involves  an  im- 
portant principle  of  puMtc  law.  If  there  were 
any  variance  among  the  most  aj^roYed  writers 


OB  tbe  law  of  natioes  on  tkis  poiat,  still  it  b 
in  my  power  to  refer  to  the  hi^  aetbofit^fi 
tbe  gentleman  himself  to  settle  tke  qaesuos  be 
tween  us. 

Tbe  position  I  contend  for  is  this :  £Me» 
meet  being  assigned  as  a  principal  easM  of  aar. 
both  in  tbe  McMge  of  tbe  President  rMSBmes^- 
ing  war,  and  the  celebrated  aaaniicas  fsoauA- 
gated  by  the  Committee  of  Poeeiga  Bdaiiooi 
and  a  Treaty  of  Peace  haTio^  been  nBM,  a 
which  no  provision  whaterer  is  wamh  kt  tint 
claim,  it  is  ipto facto  abandoned,  umd  wvcnaoc 
be  renewed  for  tbe  same  eaose.  Tbe  bmifnA- 
ciple  laid  down  by  Vattel,  aod  contreveitei  if  te 
public  writer,  supports  ay  positioa.  "^  A  Tntif 
'  of  Peace,*'  says  tnis  writer,  'Abolishes  ibesoljai 
'  of  tbe  war,  and  prohibits  tbe  tafciag  ap  m 
'  again  for  the  same  caoee."  As  far,  tbca,  u  m- 
pressmeat  was  a  cause  of  war,  ic  is  aboli^it^  br 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  we  see  peedoded  bf  « 
own  act  from  taking  up  arms  again  for  tbe  as 
catise.  But  tbe  gentUoian  repela  this  priscip 
of  public  law  with  disdain*  He  is  still  resolia 
never  to  relinqnisb  tbedaim  of  impfenmflSL  A 
will  ding  to  it  because  of  its  jasaice,  and  keus 
the  law  is  oa  his  side 

Upon  the  question  of  law,  tifee  gaskmuh 
opiaion  has  ondeigone  a  material  cbasp  aiiet 
tbe  year  1813.  I  have  fortanatrif  foud,flB  da 
records  of  the  House,  the  geadenaaa^  opuim  a 
writing,  drawn  ap  after  mature  delibesatios,  ni 
gmvely  proaouaced  by  bim  in  a  report,  ss  cisi^ 
man  of  the  Committee  oa  feceiga  &dsMos, 
The  position  assumed  in  tbis  lepoit  wsi  leeog* 
nised  aad  adopted  by  tbe  House,  beiag  laid  m 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  praaifd  ir  btav 
matter  of  record;  aad,  fiem  tbat  leoard,  tbe  ins- 
sage  i  propose  to  read  is  ia  the  toikmiag  muk: 


**  The  impresnnsnt  of  oar 
consldersd  a  principsl  cause  of  tbe  war,  As  mr  eogbr 
to  be  piosecnted  ontil  tbst  caass  m  lusisfsd.  Te  ap- 
nsal  to  Sims  ia  delenoe  of  a  iwH  ssd  ts  ky  them 
dswn  wilhoat  seeuiiag  i^  or  msrtifcftwy  esidisaoe  ef 
a  goad  dispesllistt  ia  the  opponls  psity  to  sscsie  it 
weald  be  coaddsfed  ia  no  etber  iaha  than  aidtaqsab- 
mentofit.  To  ettempt  to  n^otigbi  sftawsidi fcr  the 
seoniity  ef  tntk  xigbw  ia  tha  eapeetatioa  tbst  lay  sC 
the  arguments  tbat  bad  been  aq^  bdses  ths  dsdsis- 
tisn  of  war*  sad  been  rejected,  would  have  nan  wdgb^ 
sAsr  that  ezperimeat  bad  been  made  in  vaia,woo]idk 
sn  set  of  lolly,  which  wonld  expose  as  to  tbeaoaniiad 
derision  of  the  British  nation  end  tbe  whole  worii" 


la  defence  of  their  pretension  upon  this  q 
tion  of  impressment,  the  party  in  power  appeibi 
to  arms;  and  I  call  on  them  to  deaf,  if  iHfOM. 
that  they  have  laid  down  their  arms  witbsst  w- 
cunag  the  right  eontanded  for.  Ae^idisg  tt 
their  own  view  of  the  subject,  as  aet  forth  is  the 
report  of  their  committee,  have  tbef  aot  idti* 
quisbed  the  claim  ?  It  is  not  a  carcttoisttBee  w 
trivial  to  repeat,  tbat  tbe  geatlemaa  who  ifv 
finds  it  eoavenieat  to  deny  aad  combat  tbe  ^ 
triocs  aad  principles  contained  in  the  repe<  ^ 
the  cooanuttee,  was  himself  ebairmaa  d  ^^ 
committee.  Unless,  as  is  frequeadjr  tbe  esse  with 
those  cbairaMn  of  ataadiag  cammitteea^  kae^ 
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I  the  mer«  anaiiaeiksift  or  scribe  of  tlie  Bxeev- 
we,  tite  report  proceeded  from  bis  owo  peo.  It 
at  least  ezcDsaUe,  tberefore,  tbas  to  brusb  up 
e  geDtlefBao's  recoUeetioD,  by  referring  to  his 
rnaer  opinions.  His  memory  mast  be  czeeed- 
giy  treacherous,  to  require  any  correction  upon 
point  so  material,  and  on  which  he  had  so  lately 
Ten  a  grave  opinion. 

Docs  the  gentleman  deny  that  he  was  the  chair* 
an  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  when 
is  report  was  made  to  the  ifoase?  From  his 
lence,  we  mast  infer  this  point  at  least  is  coo- 
ded.  If  ii  were  not,  the  Joornal  of  the  House 
at  hand,  and  would  as  readily  settle  this  differ- 
ice  as  the  report  itself  settled  the  other  point  in 
spnte.  Nor  does  the  gentleman  deny  that  the 
tract  read  contains  the  opinion  entertained  by 
m.  at  the  time  the  report  was  made.  The  diflf- 
ilty  and  embarrassment  of  the  gentleman's  situ- 
ion  must  occur  to  him^as  it  is  certainly  obTions 

the  House.  Is  it  not  manifest  that  he  was 
lilty,  at  the  time  of  maktag  the  fiimons  war  re- 
>rt,  of  imposing  iblse  principles  of  public  law 
[KMi  the  credulity  of  his  supporters  ^  or  he  now 
(nonnces  and  abjures  his  own  sound  doctrines 
realise  it  is  conTeniem,  party  purposes  requiring 
?  The  gentleman's  situation  is  by  no  means 
iviable.  Take  which  alternative  he  may,  there 
ands  the  difficulty  staring  him  in  the  face.  Turn 
hieh  way  he  will,  his  difficulty  fronts  him.  It 
his  own  lanit,  not  mine,  that  hn  embarrass- 
lent  is  such  as  I  hnre  described. 
I  coatend,  sir,  that  the  gentleman's  opinion,  as 
(liberately  formed,  and  gravely  expressed,  in 
)13,  is  more  to  be  respectra  than  a  contradictory 
pinion  now  hastily  pronounced  in  debate,  when 
e  finds  himself  rather  closely  pressed  in  argu- 
lent,  and  is  disposed  to  extricate  himself  in  the 
»idiest  way  he  can.  A  denial  or  a  round  asser- 
on  is  the  usual  recourse  of  some  gentlemen,  when 
?daced  to  such  straights.  Custom  may  famil- 
irize  the  practice,  and  make  it  venial  in  the 
ulgar  estimate,  hut  I  neither  choose  to  be  guilty 
f  it  myself,  nor  oiverlook  it  when  resorted  to  by 
thers. 

I  trust,  sir,  the  pntlemaa's  first  position  is  die- 
osed  of  to  the  saiosfiiation  of  the  Honse.  I  pro* 
eed  to  notice  his  second,  to  wit,  *'  that  we  did  not 
tke  up  arms  to  secure  the  immunity  of  our  flag, 
ut  to  defend  our  own  seamen."  nere  again  I 
lave  occasion  to  correct  the  gentleman's  memory. 

must  refer  him  to  an  extract  or  two,  from  tM 
wblic  documents,  which  I  have  fortunately  laid 
ay  hands  on  since  the  gentleman  took  the  floor, 
n  the  letter  of  instructions  sent  to  eur  Ministers^ 
ippointed  to  n^otiate  trader  the  mediation  of 
lussia,  dated  April  16th,  1813,  he  may  find  this 
mssage :  *^  I  have  to  repeat,  that  the  great  object 
rou  have  to  secure,  in  regard  to  impressment,  is 
hat  the  flag  shall  protect  the  crew." 

What  other  meaning  cnn  the  ingenious  gentle- 
nan  attach  to  this  instruction,  than  the  securing 
he  immunity  of  our  flig,  as  relates  to  the  crew? 
rhe  flag  was  to  protect  all  the  crew,  consist  it  d 
British  subjects,  deserters,  or  who  not.  Our  claim 
rben  went  beyond  the  protection  of  our  own  sea* 


It  extended  to  the  whole  crew,  whether 
enemies  or  British  deserters.  The  gentleman  will 
concede  this  point,  unless  his  own  authority  ia 
considered  higher  than  the  Secretary  of  State's. 

The  same  instruction  referred  to  is  still  more 
explicit,  in  another  part  of  it,  upon  the  same 
point.    Mr.  Monroe  continues,  ^  your  first  duty  is 

*  to  conclude  a  peace  with  Great  Britain ;  and 
'  yon  are  authorized  to  do  it,  ia  case  you  obtain  a 
'  satisfactory  stipulation  against  impressment— 
^  one  which  will  secure,  under  our  flag,  protection 
^  to  the  crew." 

Language  cannot  be  plainer.  Provided  a  sti|^ 
ulation  can  be  obtained  by  which  the  crew  of  our 
merchant  vessels,  of  whatever  description,  shall 
be  protected  fh»m  impressmeatf  yon  may  conclude 
a  peace,  but  not  otherwise.  To  say  nothing  of 
making  our  claim  upon  the  subject  of  Impiese- 
ment  a  sine  qua  mm,  and  then  abandoning  it,  (for 
it  is  not  my  present  porpose  to  take  that  view  of 
the  f^uesii<m,)  what  other  meaning  can  be  given 
to  this  instruction,  but  that  our  fli^^  should  m  free 
and  inviolate  as  re j;arded  the  crew. 

In  a  subsequent  instruction  to  our  Ministere  at 
Oottenbnrg,  of  28th  January,  1814,  Mr.  Monroe 
says:  '^Oo  impressment,  as  to  the  right  of  the 
'  United  States  to  be  exempted  from  it,  I  have 
'  nothing  new  to  add.  The  sentiments  of  the 
'  President  have  undergone  no  change  on  that 
'  important  suMect.  This  degrading  practice  must 
^  eease.  Our  nag  must  protect  the  crew,  or  the 
'  United  States  cannot  consider  themselves  an 

*  independent  nation." 

Yet  the  gentleman  says,  we  went  not  to  war 
for  the  tmmunity  of  our  flag;  all  we  contended 
for,  was  the  protection  under  our  flag  of  Amerii* 
can  seamen.    It  would  really  appear  as  if  the 

Sentleman  was  totally  ignorant  of  the  correspoa- 
eaee  with  oor  Ministers  abroad,  and  with  foreign 
Gkivemments,  or  if  he  ever  read  the  public  docn^ 
meats,  that  he  has  entirely  forgotten  them.  It  is 
impossible,  otherwise  he  would  have  ventured  on 
such  an  assertion,  being  aware  of  the  facility  with 
which  he  could  be  answered. 

To  place  in  a  still  clearer  light,  if  possible^  the 
claim  of  our  Government,  I  must  rerer  again  to 
documentary  evidence.  Ia  a  letter  to  Lord  Can- 
tiereagh,  dated  34th  Ango»t,  1812,  Mr.  Russett 
slates  his  authority  to  stipulate  an  armistice  with 
Great  Britain,  ^on  coadition  that  the  Orders  in 
'  Council  be  repsaled,  and  no  illegal  blockades  be 
'  substituted  to  them,  and  that  orders  be  imme- 

*  diateiy  given  to  dtscootinne  the  impressOMnt  of 
^  persons  from  American  vessefai,  and  to  restore 

*  the  citixens  of  the  United  States  already  im- 
'  pressed." 

In  other  words,  the  United  States  is  to  be  ex* 
empted  from  impressment.  All '^  persons,"  cue* 
mies  of  the  belli^rent,  British  deserters,  fagitives 
from  justice,  traitore,  or  no  matter  who,  all  per- 
sons were  to  be  protected  by  our  flag.  The  flag 
was  to  cover  the  crew. 

The  same  ground  is  taken,  in  rejecting  the  ar- 
mistice made  by  Governor  Prevost  and  General 
Dearborn.  The  same  g^round  is  taken  in  refusing 
to  make  an  armistice  with  Admiral  Warren;  aad, 
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QDtil  toHlay,  I  nerer  heard  it  denied  that  the  pre- 
teosioD  set  up  by  this  AdmiDistration  and  iti  sop- 
porters  was  what  I  have  prored  it  to  be.  To  do 
full  justice  to  the  subject,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  consult  the  documents  as  far  back  as  the  nego- 
tiation between  Mr.  Monroe  and  Lords  Auckland 
and  Holland. 

The  gentleman  has  also  contended,  that  the 
British  claim  of  impressment  was  to  take  Amer- 
ican seamen,  and  that  the  resistance  of  this  osar- 
pation  and  outrage  constituted  the  strength  and 
justice  of  our  cause.  I  deny,  sir,  that  any  such 
claim  was  ever  set  up  by  Great  Britain ;  and  I  do 
not  propose  to  meet  the  assertion  by  a  bare  denial 
on  my  own  part,  or  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
who  has  repeatedly  disclaimed  any  such  preten- 
sion. I  propose  to  meet  it  with  an  authority 
which  this  House  will  consider  much  higher  than 
either.  In  a  letter  from  Colonel  Monroe  to  Ad- 
miral Warren,  October  27th,  1612,  I  have  found 
this  passage ,  ^^The  claim  of  the  British  Qoyern- 
ment  is  to  take  from  the  merchant  vessels  of  other 
countries  British  subjects.'' 

Without  disgracing  his  office,  and  implieatiAg 
the  character  of  his  Government  for  veracity,  the 
Secretary  of  State  could  not  allege  that  any  other 
claim  had  ever  been  set  up  by  Great  Britain,  but 
to  seize  her  own  subjects  when  found  on  board 
neutral  vessels.  That,  in  the  exercise  of  this  right 
of  impressing  her  own  subjects,  great,  shameful, 
and  unsnfferable  abuses  were  frequently  commit- 
ted, is  not  disputed  and  was  never  denied.  But 
what  I  aim  to  establish  is,  that  the  British  claim 
never  went  beyond  the  impressment  of  the  sub- 
jects of  Great  Britain.  Our  claim  was  to  protect 
British  subjects  sailing  under  our  flag.  We  iden- 
tified the  dearest  righu  of  the  people  and  the  na- 
tional independence  with  this  claim.  "The  flag 
must  protect  the  crew,  or  the  United  States  can- 
not consider  themselves  an  independent  nation." 
Our  very  independence  is  staked  for  the  protection 
of  foreign  fugitives.  The  issue  was  predicted. 
It  is  now  matter  of  history. 

I  flatter  myself  it  has  been  shown,  from  au- 
thority to  which  the  honorable  gentleman  will 
bow.  that  his  notions  about  the  opposite  claims 
of  tne  two  countries  are  altogether  fanciful  and 
erroneous.  I  have  before  established,  upon  his 
own  authority,  that  a  Treaty  of  Peace  which  does 
not  secure  the  tifhx  for  which  the  war  was  de- 
clared, operates  its  abandonment,  or  to  use  his 
own  words,  its  *^  relinquishment." 

Knowing  the  general  desire  of  the  House  to 

{postpone  to  the  next  session  an  inquiry  into  the 
OSS  and  gain  by  the  war,  and  the  provisions  of 
the  Treaty  of  Feace,  I  shall  not  cross  its  wishes 
by  commencing  the  discussion.  The  extraordi- 
nary course  taken  in  debate  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  required  at  least 
as  much  as  I  have  said.  I  would  have  him  know, 
that  I  am  not  desirous  of  avoiding  a  full  discus- 
sion of  the  treaty  and  all  the  topics  connected 
with  it.  If  there  are  but  few  on  either  side  of 
the  House  who  think  the  discussion  should  be 
brought  on  this  session,  and  gone  through  thor- 
oughly, I  am  one  of  the  £ew  who  thought  from 


the  first,  and  still  think,  It  ahonld  take  place  if 
possible.  The  people  look  for  it ;  ibey  bare  i 
right  to  expect  it.  I  am  anzioaa  to  gratify  them, 
For  allow  me  to  say  on  this  qoestion,  theJSxffs- 
tive  is  vulnerable  at  every  point.  An  isrpferace 
opponent  of  the  Administration  ^ntosU  «leet  tbis 
as  the  choicest  opportunity  to  gmtify  the  most 
splenetic  resentment  against  them.  Therefore, 
on  this  side  of  the  House  no  saspieimviU  be 
cast,  certainly,  by  the  gentleman,  of  aa  tavil- 
lingness  to  meet  the  question  in  aof  shapend  at 
any  time. 

Before  I  sit  down,  sir,  I  beg  lemre  to  expraitse 
deep  concern  I  feel  at  differing  with  so  lai^  i 
majority  of  my  political  friends.  Ckioaeioas  m- 
titude,  and  a  perfect  conviction  of  the  eorreetis 
of  the  view  which  mature  refleetioa  has  gim 
the  subject  to  my  mind,  has  lefc  me  no  choice  U. 
to  separate  in  the  present  vote.  The  more  1  ex 
amine  the  qnestiooi  the  more  confirmed  am  1  a 
the  opinion  that  it  would  be  undignified,  aowut 
and  unsafe  to  disarm  the  coantrf  before  the  fir 
eign  troops  are  withdrawn  from  oor  uniiaq. 
Instead  or  presomioe  entirely  upon  the  good  £uir 
of  any  nation,  it  is  the  part  of  a  prorideat,  wist 
and  well  regulated  Government  to  act  ojnm  tkt 
contrary  presumption.  I  agree  with  gendeaiea, 
the  country  is  much  exhausted,  and  a  splem  of 
rigid  economy  and  frugality  will  be  neecsary  ts 
recover  and  invigorate  its  resoareea.  Oar  bcibi 
have  been  squandered,  shamefnlif  wasted,  to  a 
degree  exciting  very  just  anxiety  and  alana,  tec 
I  still  hope  we  are  not  redaeed  so  low  t^  a  re- 
spectable force  cannot  be  maintained  for  a  few 
months  more,  on  til  our  territory  shall  bare  been 
cleared  of  foreign  troops,  and  the  military  posts 
in  hia  possession  restored.  Not,  sir,  that  1  sen- 
ously  apprehend  anv  di£Eiettltr  in  the  folfilmeat 
in  good  faith,  by  both  parties,  of  all  tkeprorisioos 
of  the  treaty ;  but  I  am  compelM  to  rote  io  the 
present  case  as  I  would  were  nyfrreadsin  power, 
and  responsible  for  the  due  administratioa  of  the 
Government,  and  the  safety  of  the  eoaatry.  I 
consider  the  majority,  in  this  iastaace,as  acting 
according  to  the  wisest  political  maxims,  and 
upon  Federal  principles.  I  will  not,  tberefare^ 
vote  against  the  measure  beennse  it  is  their  mea- 
aure.  I  will  not  enter  the  lists  in  a  race  for  pop- 
ularity, in  opposition  to  what  may  be  the  bat 
interests  of  the  country.  My  friends  will  tttpge 
in  no  such  contest.  It  is  to  be  feared,  bowercr, 
that  the  votes  of  many  of  the  majority,  who  hare 
declared  in  favor  of  ditarming  the  couatry  at 
once,  are  influenced  by  a  desire  to  propitiate  pop- 
ular favor.  But  it  must  be  the  better  optaua, 
that  the  wiae  and  reflecting  portion  of  the  people 
will  prefer  oor  preaerving  a  respectable  state  of 
defence  until  all  danger  has  disappeared.  Tber 
will  consider  the  slight  additional  expense  d 
maintaining  a  few  thousand  troops,  more  t^ 
necessary  in  a  time  of  peace,  as  nothiogcom{a'^ 
with  the  enormous  burdens  which  a  coniiaBS^ 
or  a  renewal  of  the  war  would  render  neets^T- 
In  the  other  branch  of  the  L^islatore,  I  lean  vi^ 
pleasure  there  prevails  an  nn  usual  anaaiaitT  iti 
favor  of  the  course  I  have  presumed  to  dcfe&i*  ^ 
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intertaiD  a  hope  it  will  be  the  eourse  adopted* 
[t  has  prudence  and  dignity  on  its  side ;  it  has 
he  example  of  all  nations  on  its  side.  For  there 
leyer  was  an  instance  of  a  wise  and  well  regu- 
ated  Government  laying  down  its  arms  imme- 
liately  on  the  ratification  of  a  Treaty  of  Peace, 
loder  the  circumstances  described  and  known  to 
xist  in  the  present  case.  I  hope  the  blank  will 
»e  filled  with  at  least  ten  thousand  men. 

Mr.  Calhoun  again  rose«  Nothing,  he  said, 
vas  more  easy,  than  by  taking  detached  parts  of 
mper?,  and  omitting  to  take  circumstances  into 
riew,  entirely  to  misrepresent  any  question.  If 
be  gentleman  last  up,  who  had  quoted  a  part  of 
he  instructions  to  our  Ministers,  bad  read  a  little 
nore  of  that  report,  he  would  have  pereeived  the 
fross  error  of  the  construction  be  bad  put  upon 
t;  for  he  would  bare  found  that  our  Ministers 
v^ere  authorized  to  have  made  a  treaty,  eontain- 
n^  a  stipulation  respecting  impressment,  to  ter- 
Dinate  at  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  in  Europe; 
he  object  being  to  guard  against  the  possible 
lontinoance  of  the  practice  of  impressment  du^ 
og  the  war  in  Europe.  He  would  haTa  fur- 
her  seen,  that  the  neceasitr  for  such  a  stipnla* 
ion  ceased.  What,  said  Mi.  C,  was  the  iniury 
rhich  we  complained  of,  and  what  was  the  ewim 
»f  the  enemy?  The  claim  of  the  enemy  waa,  that 
le  had  a  right,  in  time  of  war,  to  enter  on  board 
Imerican  { neutral)  vessels,  and  to  judge  who 
vere  American  and  who  British  seamen,  and  to 
ake  therefrom  whomsoever  be  thought  proper. 
Nh?Li  was  the  ground  of  complaint  on  our  side? 
That  the  enemy,  in  the  exercise  of  this  pretended 
ight,  frequently  took  American  seamen,  to  the 
let  r I  men  t  of  the  commerce,  and  deprivation  of 
be  personal  liberty  of  American  citizens.  At 
he  time  those  instructions  were  expedited  to  our 
kf  inisters  there  was  a  war  raging  in  Europe,  which 
lo  gentleman  then  pretended  to  think  would 
!ome  to  a  termination  in  manv  years.  It  appear- 
!d  to  be  a  contest  which  would  endure  for  a  series 
>(  years,  having  already,  with  little  intermission, 
asted  twenty  years.  Those  statements,  and  those 
nstruciions,  a  part  of  which  had  been  quoted, 
vere  then  given,  respecting  the  question  of  im- 
)ressment,  as  springing]out  of  a  state  of  war;  and 
It  was  at  that  time  the  report  was  made  to  this 
Eloose,  proclaiming  the  necessity  of  unceasing 
'esistance  of  so  grievous  an  injury.  That  state 
)f  war,  Mr.  C.  continued,  having  ceased,  and  with 
it  the  evil  of  impressment,  there  was  no  necessity 
:o  continue  the  war  on  that  account ;  and,  bad  we 
sontinued  the  war  on  that  account,  what  then 
>7ould  have  been  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
ind  his  friends?  That  statesmen  go  to  war  for 
practical  injuries;  that,  as  Great  Britain  never 
mpresses  in  time  of  peace  in  EUirope,  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  things  to  have  continued  the  war  on 
that  tffound,  would  have  been  fighting  to  resist  a 
(pecolative  claim,  oo  the  part  ofthe  British  Gk>v- 
irnment,  which  in  practice  had  ceased.  To  have 
lone  so  would  have  been  unwise,  and  would  have 
net  the  severest  reprobation  ofthe  gentlemen  on 
that  side  of  the  House.  Everybody  who  heard 
lim  knew,tMr.  Csaid^that  such  would  have  been 


the  clamor  rung  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other.    Any  one  who  adverted  to  the  very 
document,  of  which  the  gentleman  had  read  a 
part,  would  find  his  whole  argument  answered 
by  it,  (taking  in  connexion  with  it  the  circum- 
stances of  the  world,)  as  completely  and  demon* 
strably  as  any  proposition  in  Euclid.    The  idea 
that  we  had  relinquished  our  right  in  this  respect, 
because  it  was  not  recited  in  the  Treaty,  was,  in 
his  opinion,  preposterous.    It  could  not  be  main* 
tained  bv  the  semblance  of  an  argument.    It  is 
not  at  all  affected  by  it,  unless  that  it  is  fortified 
by  the  events  of  the  present  war,  and  the  spirit 
with  which  it  has  been  waged,  which  will  prob- 
ably make  foreign  Powers  more  careful  of  invad- 
ing our  rights.    The  benefit  of  the  claim  to  Brit* 
ain  can  never  compensate  for  the  injury  she  might 
snsuin  by  provoking  us  to  war  in  resistance  of  it, 
and  in  defence  of  the  personal  liberty  of  the  citi- 
zens.   In  the  late  war  this  nation  has  acquired  a 
character  which  will  secure  respect  to  its  rights. 
If  ever  an  American  citizen  should  be  forcibly 
impressed,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  should  be  ready  ajnin 
to  draw  the  sword  in  his  defence ;  and  no  Qov- 
emment  could  prosper  that  would^  with  impuni* 
ty,  permit  such  a  damnable  violation  of  the  per- 
sonal rights  of  its  citizens.    Government  itself  is 
only  protection ;  and  they  cannot  be  separated. 
I  feel  pleasure  and  pride,  said  Mr.  C,  in  being 
able  to  say,  that  I  am  of  a  party  which  drew  the 
sword  on  this  question,  and  succeeded  in  the  con- 
test;   for,   to  all  practical   purposes,  we  have 
achieved  complete  success. 
Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  regret  to  consume,  on  this  sub- 
ject, even  a  few  moments  of  the  remainder  of  the 
session;  so  pressing  and  important  is  the  busineaa 
whicb  ought  to  engage  our  attention.    But  it 
does  appear  to  me,  that  in  the  wide  range  which 
gentlemen  have  taken,  they  have  lost  sight  of  the 
object  and  provisions  of  the  bill.    It  is  to  fix  the 
Military  Peace   Establishment   of  the   United 
States,  and  has  no  relation  to  our  connexion  with 
foreign  nations,  or  even  to  tbe  position  and  in- 
tentions of  our  late  enemy.    Ail  arguments,  there- 
fore, drawn  from  these  considerations,  or  sources, 
are  entirely  out  of  place.    But  suppose  further 
danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  your  late 
enemy,  or  from  Spain,  or  any  other  Power,  does 
aot  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill  leave  it  discre- 
tionary with  the  President,  whether  to  disband 
your  regular  army,  on  the  first  day  of  April  next| 
or  not?    Should  circumstances  render  it  neces- 
sary, in  bis  opinion,  you  give  him  the  power, 
however  improperly,  to  retain  the  whole  of  your 
present  army.    And  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  his 
dispositioa  to  do  it,  whether  warranted  by  cif- 
cumstances  or  noL    The  power  of  wielding  sixty 
thoufaod  swords,  or  of  turntog  sixty  thousand 
bayonets  against  his  foreign  or  domestic  foes, 
possesses  infinite  charms  for  him,  and  the  patron- 
age which  thev  confer  is  all-important,  the  vital 
principle,  to  him,  and   roost  profitable  to  hie 
friends. 

Sir,  when  I  came  to  the  House  this  morning 
and  saw  a  flock  of  Executive  birds,  of  iU  omen, 
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iltttcriiif  ffOttDd  the  Hall,  I  ez|iecte4  a  wmr  breeze 
—I  expeeted  that  Bzeeotire  ioflaeoce  woald  be 
cstcDded  to  the  utiaoet  to  fii  your  Peace  Estab- 
livhment  as  high  as  possible.  These  oniDOits, 
ill-fated  birds,  are  ae^er  on  the  wing  hot  a  storaa, 
dtslracliTe  or  some  iiDportaat  interest  of  the 
people,  immediately  follows.  A  rerolar  force  of 
six  thousand  meo,  nearly  double  tne  aamber  of 
your  former  Peace  Establishment,  are  as  many 
aa  ought  to  be  retained,  for  any  and  erery  bene* 
ficial  purpose;  indeed  are  more  than  can  be  ia« 
tmsMd  with  the  present  abusers  of  power,  w»lh 
safety  to  tba  people. 

Mr.  Speaker,  on  the  subject  of  the  peaee,  and 
the  events  and  progress  of  the  late  war,  relative 
to  which  so  much  has  here  been  said,  I  would 
observe,  that  neither  foreign  nations,  nor  our  own, 
will  judge  theieof  by  your  haraagues  here,  or 
even  by  ine  deceptive  Message  of  your  President. 
No,  sir,  they  have  read  in  vonr  declaration  of  war 
the  alleged  causes  thereof^  and  will  look  into  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  to  see  what  you  have  gained— 
thejr  will  there  see  that  not  one  of  the  objects  for 
which  yoo  went  to  war,  has  been  secured  or  ob* 
tained.  That  even  the  point  of  honor  rests  with 
vour  late  enemy,  with  the  possession  of  Moose 
Island.  Your  own  Envoys  having  very  wisely 
submitted  to  commissioners,  whether  a  part  of 
your  own  territory  and  inhabitants  belong  to  you 
or  not. 

Administration  shoald  not  deceive  themselves 
by  the  enthusiastic  expression  of  unbounded  joy, 
on  the  return  of  the  blessingof  peace--<«  joy  which 
has  spread  like  lightning  through  our  country, 
electrify inff  <Mt  citizens,  and  is  echoed,  and  re- 
echoed, and  echoed  again,  from  Maine  to  Louisi- 
ana.  tts  peals  are  still  heard,  like  remote  thunder, 
in  the  extremes  of  our  nation.  It  implies  the  se* 
verrest censures  on,  and  Idevoutly  hope  and  believe, 
will  seal  the  doom  of  this  worthless  Administra- 
tion. It  is  not  in  commendation  of  the  terms  of 
peace }  because  it  burst  forth  spontaneously,  be- 
fore those  terms  were  known.  Yes,  sir,  it  implies 
an  utter  detestation  and  abhorrence  of  your  war ; 
and  of  war  men  and  war  measures,  z  es,  sir,  an 
abhorrence  of  a  war,*  from  which  the  survivors 
rejoice  to  have  escaped  with  their  lives,  and  with 
the  miserable  remnants  of  their  property,  before 
yon  had  completed  the  rain  of  your  country. 

But  mistake  me  not,  sir,  most  cordially  do  I 
unite  with  honorable  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  and 
with  all  my  fellow-citizens,  in  mutual  congratu- 
lations on  the  return  of  peace ;  already  our  be- 
loved country  is  saved  from  further  dauffer  and 
desdation—most  cordially  do  I  loin  with  honora- 
ble gentlemen  here,  in  voting  toaoks,  and  monu- 
ments, and  swords,  and  medab,  to  the  brave 
defenuers  of  the  country  by  sea  or  land ;  in  wreath- 
ing for  them  the  laurels  of  immortality;  and  in 
every  other  testimonial  of  national  gratitude  to 
those  who  have  preserved  America  from  the  power 
and  strength  of  our  late  enemy,  and  from  the 
wickedness  and  folly  of  our  rulers.  But,  sir,  in 
all  this,  there  is  nothioe  to  console  the  wicked 
Administration ;  unless,  like  the  foolish  bird,  they 
decorate  their  disgnced  body  with  the  plumage 


of  others.     NotwithstandiBg  tls«   tratb,  oika 
m^kt  presume  from  the  langom^  of  geetloKi 
this  day,  that  they  had  beaten  their  late  esof 
at  all  points,  had  indeed  conquered  hin  is  tk 
cabinet,  and  in  the  field,  and  had  eeai&gei  from 
the  horrors  of  this  war,  covered  with  gmtj.  Yes; 
sir,  that  glory,  like  the  all-enteaded  nnile  of 
charity,  hMleevered  the  DHiltiiodeof  theiryiliiical 
sins.    But  where  are  we  to  look  for  thii  {Isry  7 
Is  it  mounted  on  the  shottldera  of  your  lieers 
(who  swarm  our  streets)  in  the  pratty  in  sf 
epauiettesi  right  and  left ;  or  in  the  mins  d^nr 
dapitol  ?    In  tbe  heroic  attacks  of  oor  wsnta*, 
or  in  the  precipitate  and  disjgmeefol  flight  of  |«b 
President,  your  ConstitntMHtal    Gommafidn-ii* 
Chie£  from  the  ni^ougbt  field  nc  Bladeasbii|t 
In  the  numerous  and  splendid  Ticioncsofoe 
gallant  *' ocean  warriors;*'  or  in  the  wnckoifA- 
lie  credit,  and  in  the  loss  <^  thirty  thousand  ban 
Americans,  and  of  one  hundred  nod  fifty  aiiiki 
of  treasure^  sacrificed  in  your  late  nnnoas  vk 
la  these  scenes  we  find  no  glory  for  ibeAdauBs- 
tratioo. 

Aceempanf  me  next,  to  the  eoctages  of  th 
poor,  and  to  the  palaces  of  thoae  'who  oaee  wm 
rich,  for  your  war,  like  pale  Desth,  as  dncrtM 
by  the  el^ant  Latin  poet,  ^  mqoo  psisai  pede  pso- 
peram  tabemas  regumqne  tnrrcs."     Tes»  nr,  wir, 

*<  With  imputial  htc, 
Knocks  at  the  cottage  and  the  p«laoe  gstt." 

Enter  with  me  these  dweUinga  of  wreiehah€s; 
inquire  of  the  ten  thousand  widows  nsde  sack 
by  your  war,  there  found,  if  glory  will  conpea- 
sate  for  the  loss  of  every  thing  dear  to  theirhctito; 
ask  the  twice  ten  thousand  fatherlo$s  chiUrca  or- 
phaned by  your  war,  if  glory  will  give  them  bresi, 
when  they  ory  therefor,  or  cloches  whea  naked,  si 
instruction  or  restote  to  them  tiie  eadsaniy  rria- 
tion  of  father !  No,  sir,  no ;  they  aie  iknn  des- 
titute and  helpless  upon  "^  the  aMicy  of  a  rode 
world,  whioh  must  forever  hide  fkeB,"aad  wUi 
be  taiight  to  lisp  in  corses,  the  aame  of  Madison, 
and  Madison's  war.  Folk»«  ■»  lo  yoai  various 
encampments,  visit  with  me  yout  nnmeronsfi^dt 
of  baule,  and  of  blood,  and  cry  gWry,  gkry. 
over  the  mouldering  remains  of  thirty  thsMad 
slaughtered,  mnrdered  American  otizeas.  vie- 
tims  to  your  ambition  and  folly ;  and  see  if  it  w^ 
re-animate,  and  restore  them  to  their  conntry  ta4 
their  frienijs.  No,  sir,  no-— their  noensing  spina 
have  ascended  te  their  (Sod,  and  their  bleed  viU 
be  required  at  your  hands.  Cry,  glory,  glocy,  to 
your  destroyed  public  creditors,  and  see  if  it  will 
drown  their  clamors,  or  satisfy  thnir  deamad^or 
fill  the  empty  vaulu  of  your  Trenaiiry.  If  fssr 
gioty  can  do  none  of  these  thinga,  it  is  of  so  «t- 
tional  importance^  ^'  'tis  air,  a  mere  'acoiehesaf 
when  weighed  ai^inst  our  loss  the  mere  dasttf 
the  balance. 

Sir,  as  to  this  peace— I  fervently  pray  Gsiit 
may  be  perpetual  I  As  to  the  treaty,  wtoi^ 
may  be  iu  terms,  and  I  grant  they  nre  hsean* 
ting— since  it  is  ratified — fulfil  it  with  the  a«st 
scrupulous  good  faith,  extend  to  yoar  Intea^T 
a  generous  confidence,  in  advance  ;  yon  ^  ^ 
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lOthiDff  by  vour  magDaoiinity,  thoagh  you  may 
lyerytfiiog  by  your  eumity  and  distrust;  reduce 
our  army  immediately  to  the  lowest  Peace  Es- 
ablishmeot — the  Americau  people  wilt  not  mafn* 
ain  a  staodiog  army,  to  gratify  the  pride  and 
mbition  of  any  man ;  curtail  your  enormous  ez- 
enses,  by  the  most  rigid  economy^ and  thus  relieve 
le  people  from  some  of  the  grievous  burdens, 
^bich  your  war,  and  your  madness,  and  your 
>Ily,  have  imposed  upon  them.  As  to  the  fears 
retended  to  be  entertained  by  some  of  the  ma- 
>rity,  of  further  hostile  designs,  meditated  by 
our  late  enemy,  or  by  any  other  nation ;  they 
re  in  vain ;  against  them,  I  will  point  to  the 
»rave  yeomanry  of  our  country,  and  be  silent. 
Mr.  FoRSTTH  explained  a  remark  which  had 
ot  been  correctly  understood  by  the  gentleman 
rem  New  Jersey  (Mr.  Stockton.)  In  calling 
be  Treaty  of  Peace  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  he 
lad  no  allusion  to  the  disposition  or  wishes  of 
he  American  Government.  This  Qovernment 
esires  nothing  but  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  its 
ights,  and  there  is  no  danger  of  a  resort  to  hos* 
ilities  on  our  part  if  these  are  not  invaded.  It 
7as  in  reference  to  the  probable  policy  and  in- 
sntion  of  Great  Britain,  as  indicated  by  the  pre- 
ensions  with  which  the  negotiations  at  Ghent 
rere  commenced — the  ungracious  manner  in 
rhich  it  was  conducted,  and  its  extraordinary 
eroiinaiion,  connected  with  the  then  recent  ex- 
edition  to  the  Mississippi.  There  was  one  cir- 
umstance,  not  yet  brought  into  view,  which  de- 
erved  notice,  as  another  proof  of  the  spirit  of 
)at  Government  to  this  country :  the  choice  of 
lie  Secretary  of  Legation  at  Ghent,  and  the  bear- 
3g  of  the  olive  branch  to  the  United  States. 
?he  man  of  all  others  in  the  Empire  of  Britain, 
rho  was  chosen  to  perform  this  office,  was  one 
rho  had  smuggled  himself  out  of  the  United 
Itates,  in  consequence  of  a  criminal  prosecution 
ummenced,  or  about  to  be  commenced  against 
lim  for  violating  the  laws  of  the  country,  by 
rhose  hospitality  he  was  protected.  No  man 
an  calmly  examine  all  the  circumstances  under 
vhich  it  was  made,  without  feeling  that  the  coals 
»f  hostility  are  still  red  beneath  this  treaty.  A 
in^Ie  breath  of  pride,  interest,  or  ambition,  will 
ekindle  the  smothered  fire,  and  this  instrument 
vill  be  reduced  to  ashes  by  its  ascending  flame, 
t  is  to  guard  against  the  possible,  the  prokmble 
langer,  that  be  was  opobsed  to  this  reduction,  at 
east  until  the  season  or  danger  is  past;  it  was  to 
leprive  pride,  interest,  and  aiabition,  of  the  hope 
\i  gratincation,  that  he  wished  the  armor  of  de- 
ence  and  ofiSence  to  be  for  a  short  time  retained. 
!s  the  danger  imaginary?  Have  these  powerful 
neentives  to  human  action  ceased  to  produce 
heir  wonted  effects  ?  Pride  and  interest  are  still 
he  master-springs  of  the  movemenu  of  Britain, 
ier  ambition  is  an  adder  always  coiled,  whose 
lery  eye  is  eternally  fixed  upon  iu  object  \  who 
ratches  with  incessant  anxiety  for  the  moment 
)i  fatal  securitv,  when  she  can  strike  her  poisoned 
ooth  into  the  bosom  of  the  victim.  The  porcu- 
nne  can  live  in  security  in  community  with  the 
erpent  \  the  unarmed  stag  dies  by  its  venomed 
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bite.  To  the  course  he  wished  pursued,  he  had 
heard  but  one  objection.— the  expense ;  the  neces- 
sity of  lessening  the  public  burdens,  of  diminish- 
ing the  taxes,  by  which  the  people  were  ground 
to  the  earth.  And  this  objection  is  urged  before 
the  taxes  were  felt  or  complained  of.  The  people 
do  not  wish  a  diminution  of  these  burdens,  it  it 
cannot  be  effected  without  endangering  their 
country.  They  have  been  at  all  times  more 
willing  to  pay  the  price  of  security  and  honor 
than  we  have  been  to  ask  it  at  their  handn.  He 
had  hoped  that  the  spirit  of  narrow  calculation, 
faUdy  styled  economy ^  whose  contracted  view 
was  fixed  upon  i)resent  expense,  and  was  incapa- 
ble of  enlarging  it  to  permanent  and  eventual  ad- 
vantage, bad  been  laid  forever  by  the  powerful 
exorcisms  of  reason  and  experience.  It  would 
seem,  however,  that  it  had  been  only  lulled  by 
the  presence  of  a  more  powerful  demon.  Since 
the  potent  spell  of  necessity  had  been  broken,  the 
troubled  spirit  of  petty  calculation  was  again 
awakened  to  vex  the  counsels  and  destroy  the 
best  hopes  of  the  country. 

Mr.  PiCKERtRQ  made  a  few  additional  remarks. 
In  regard  to  the  inference  drawn  from  the  selec- 
tion of  I  he  bearer  of  the  treaty,  he  said  that  he 
was  unacquainted  with  the  fact  to  which  the 
gentleman  referred.  Mr.  Baker  appeared  to  have 
been  the  sole  Secretary  of  the  Commissioners  at 
Ghent ;  one  of  the  several  secretaries  attached  to 
our  commission  was  selected  to  bring  the  treaty, 
and  the  secretary  of  that  commission  was  very 
naturally  selected  by  the  British  Gk>vemnent  to 
bring  the  treaty,  without  particular  reference  to 
him  personally.  So  that  no  argument  whatever 
would  fairly  be  drawn  from  that  appointment. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  said  that  no  one  es- 
timated more  highly  the  value  of  time  at  this 
moment,  and  none  more  regretted  than  he  did 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
(Mr.  Stockton)  had  thought  proper  to  throw 
the  firebrand  of  discord  into  the  House  on  this 
question ;  but  Mr.  J.  said  he  could  not,  consist- 
ently with  a  sense  of  dntv«  refrain  from  answer- 
ing some  of  the  remarkr  which  had  been  made. 
Mr.  J.  proceeded  to  reply  to  some  of  the  argu- 
ments drawn  from  the  documents;  and  expressed 
his  astonishment  that  those  should  now  object  to 
the  peace,  because  the  treaty  contained  no  stipu- 
lation against  a  renewal  of  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment, who  had  been  willing  to  withdraw 
the  declaration  of  war  before  the  practice  had 
ceased.  In  regard  to  the  treaty,  he  said,  it  could 
not  be  expected  that  a  Treaty  of  Peace  could 
contain  all  the  stipulations  necessary  to  be  en* 
tered  into  between  nations  who  had  just  termi- 
nated a  war.  The  treaty  of  Mr.  Jay,  for  instance, 
was  little  more  than  a  supplement,  not  a  substi- 
tute to  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783.  In  the  case 
of  the  late  peace  in  Europe,  the  Treaty  of  Paris 
contained  merely  a  provision  that  there  should  be 
peace,  and  other  questions  of  territory  and  right 
were  reserved  for  further  negotiation;  which  ne- 
gotiation was  in  train  at  Vienna,  where  questions 
of  the  highest  importance  were  now  agitated  be- 
tween those  nations  who  had  been  parties  to  the 
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peace.  If  our  treaty  is  sileDt  on  the  subject  of 
the  fisheries,  it  is  also  silent  on  a  qaestion  equally 
important  to  Britain  as  the  fisheries  are  to  us — 
the  right  to  a  free  intercourse  with  our  Indian 
tribes.  The  right  of  searching  our  ressels,  to 
which  is  charged  against  the  treaty  that  it  con- 
tains no  limitation,  is  a  belligerent  power  merely; 
and  in  time  of  peace  no  pretension  is  set  up  to  it 
on  the  part  of  the  British.  It  had  been  said  it 
was  too  late  now  to  talk  about  blockades ;  nor 
was  it  necessary,  Mr.  J.  said,  when  the  practice 
of  blockade  had  ceased ;  and  no  one  pretended 
ihat  the  practice  was  justifiable  on  the  ground  of 
right  or  public  law.  Mr.  J.  demonstrated  by 
facts  and  reasoning,  that  the  United  States  had 
at  all  times  been  willing  to  conclude  a  treaty 
when  the  practice  of  impressment  should  cease 
on  the  part  of  the  British.  No  right  is  yet  ceded 
by  the  treaty ;  and  erery  assertion  to  the  contrary 
is  incorrect.  Mr.  J.  spoke  at  some  length,  and 
would  have  gone  more  fully  into  the  subject  but 
for  the  latenew  of  the  hour. 

Mr.  Stockton  spoke  in  explanation,  and  in 
support  of  his  position,  that  the  rights  asserted  by 
us,  and  not  recognised  in  the  treaty,  were  thereby 
yielded. 

Mr.  Eppfis  rose  to  reply  to  the  position  which 
had  been  laid  down  by  Mr.  Stocktor,  in  r^ard 
10  the  common  law,  respecting  treaties.  If  the 
war  in  Europe  continued,  and  the  practice  of  im- 
pressment also  continued,  at  the  time  the  treaty 
was  coliluded,  the  arsumeat  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  would  ha?e  been  irresistible. 
But  the  facts  are  the  rery  reverse.  Before  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty  the  practice  had  ceased ; 
it  no  longer  had  existence.  The  abandonment 
by  the  United  States  can  in  no  way  be  construed 
to  embrace  any  other  practices  and  claims  than 
those  that  are  actually  in  existence.  If  the  gen- 
tleman's position  was  correct,  it  applied  with 
equal  force  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  question ; 
and  the  gentleman  would  hardly  contend  that 
Britain  has  forever  abandoned  her  right  to  block- 
ade an  enemy's  port,  or  impress  her  own  citizens 
during  war.  What^  in  fact,  are  the  circum- 
atancesi  Great  Britain  claimed  a  right  to  im- 
press our  seamen,  and  to  establish  illimitable 
blockades.  We  resisted  both  pretensions.  In  the 
mean  time,  before  a  peace,  circumstances  occur 
which  make  them  both  oseless  to  her,  and  both 
are  withdrawn  by  Qreat  Britain.  As  the  war 
was  commenced  by  us  to  resist,  and  by  Qreat 
Britain  to  enforce  those  pretensions,  the  conclu- 
sion, if  any,  irresistibly  follows,  that  that  and  not 
tbig  Government  had  abandoned  its  claims. 

Mr.  Grosvbnob  said,  enpasmU,  that  either 
he  or  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  totally 
mistaken  the  principles  of  national  law. 

The  question  on  the  reduction  wss  then  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

ViAs-^Mesms.  Alston,  Aveir,  Bavlies  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Brsdbuxy,  Brigham, 
Blown,  Burwoll,  Caperton,  Cannon,  Champion,  CiUey, 
Clopton,  Cox,  Crouch,  CuJpeper,  Dsvenport,  Davis  of 
Pemwylvsnia,  Desha,  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley, 
Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Goldsborongh,  Hale,  Harris, 


Henderson,  Hongerford,  Holbeit,  Jackson  of  Byi 
Island,  Jackson  of  Viiginia,  Johnson  of  Kentodj 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maxyiui 
King  of  Mftssachnsetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  lik 
Macon,  Montgomery,  Moaeley,  Ozmsby,  Pcinsi,  PH- 
ering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Bssr,  Raf- 
gles,  Schnieman,  Sharp,  Sbettkj,  Shawtoi  Saj- 
maker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strons.  Stm^i^  ^aggvt 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Msssnchuscm.  Wkitaii, 
White,  WUcoz,  Williams,  and  W^ilssa  cf  Iswiii. 
setts— 75. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  AmlisiMi,  BartRjed. 
Bamett,  Bums,  Bntler,  CaBwon,  CowMtock^Otfa, 
Crawford,  Cieii^ton,  Cothbert,  ]>wvam  PkkdiTa- 
moot,  Fiskflf  New  York,  Foisyth^GheisoB,  Gwa^ 
Gourdin,  Grosveaor,  Hall, HanMS*  Haahiaatli  Hm. 
Hawkins,  Hoplons  of  Kentocky,  Hnbbsid,  HmB|fe!^ 
Irwin,  KeiT,  Kershaw,  Leffierts,  Lowadei,  MtCa. 
McKim,  Moors,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakkj,  Pafe 
Pickens,  Pleasants,  WUliam  Reed,  Sn  of  Powr 
Tenia,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Bobcitn 
Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Smith  of  rCew  York,  Seahd 
Virginia,  Stnart,  TannehiU,  Taylor,  TcUsxr,  Tis^ 
Udree,  Wilson  of  PennsylTania,  Winter,  Wqgit,si 
Yancey — 65. 

The  residue  of  the  said  aaaendmeats  of  d' 
Comniiitee  of  the  Whole  were  then  agiixi  reai 
and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  PiCKERiMO  moved  further  to  aoicBd  t&e 
said  bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  word'tittt,'' 
where  it  first  occurs  in  the  second  aeccioa.  die 
words  '^such  part  of;"  and.  after  the  word  'u- 
tillery/'  where  it  also  first  occurs  in  the  sai^  sec- 
tion, the  words  ''as  shall  be  retained  is  stmcef 
which  was  determined  in  the  oegau're. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr^CAKSOS.fai- 
ther  to  amead  the  said  bill  by  stnkin*  from  t^ 
sixth  section,  the  following  words: 

M  And  that  there  shall,  moreoiwr,  be  albwed  aid 
granted  to  every  snch  officer,  in  coandeRfiaa  of  wa- 
vices  during  the  late  war,  the  §iaOowiog  dooMthoa  is 
land,  viz  :  to  a  Major  Genera^  tJSWaam;  Co  a  Brig* 
adier  General,  1,920  acres ;  to  ssch  CaloDelaad  Lien- 
tenant  Colonel,  1,280  acres ;  to  each  Miyor, 960 acres; 
to  each  Captain,  640  acres;  to  each  Snbeitem,  480 
acres ;  and  to  the  representativei  of  eodi  o&ceis  u 
shall  have  fidlen  or  died  in  the  scnriee,  dviing  the  late 
war,  the  number  of  acres  aoeorfing  to  the  rank  ^ej 
held  respectively,  at  the  time  of  tlMir  dccsass;  to  be 
deeignated,  surveyed,  and  laid  oS^  at  the  pobhe 
expense." 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  psssii 
in  the  affirmatiye^-yeaa  54^  naya  dOi,  as  foilovs: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Alston,  BayUaa  of  MaamifcTantlr 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Cepeiloa,  Cas- 
non,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cox,  CimwIiBrd,  OtifKf*. 
Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddee,  Qo&daboioiigk»  Bak 
Hall,  Henderson,  Hnlbeit,  iaekaon  of  RhodtUni 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kba^f  of  Mswr^wr*** 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Maoon,  Moselej,  Oakk;i  Pid^ 
wing.  Piper,  Pitkin,  John  Reed^  William  Beed^Bir 
gles,  Schnreman,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Slaymaks.SaB- 
ford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Thooie*^ 
Vose,  Wsrdof  Massachosetta,  Wheatoa,  Vfbitt^'^ 
cox,  and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Bowen,  Batkr.Ciii^^ 
Clopton,  Condict,  Creighton,  Croach,  Cathbcm^v?^ 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  YoHe,  Fimofcito,  ^ 
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on,  Goedwyut  CJourdin,  Grosrenor,  Harris,  Has- 
Tonck,  Hawkbu,  Hopkins  of  Kontackj,  Hubbard, 
lamphreys,  Hnngerfora,  Jackson  ofVirginia,  Johnson 
f  Kento<^yy  Kont  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Lef- 
iTtMf  Lowndes,  McCoy,  Mooie,  Nelson,  Newton, 
^rmsby,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  PennsylTania,  Rhea  of 
*enneasee.  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sharp, 
mith  of  Virginia,  Tronp,  Udree,  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
ania.  Wood,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  land  bounty  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Cannon  then  mored  to  strike  out  the 
gyeoth  section,  which  proposes  to  make  a  simi- 
it  allowaaee  to  staff  officers  deranged  in  rirtue 
ft  he  act. 

On  this  motion  a  warm  debate  commeoced, 
.nd  the  House  adjourned,  after  a  sitting  of  nearly 
eren  hours. 


TufiSDAT,  February  28. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee 
ippointed  on  the  subject j  reported  a  bill  to  alter 
he  time  for  the  next  meetmfj^  of  Congress,  (fixing 
t  for  the  foonh  Monday  in  Mtty  next.)  The 
nil  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  explor- 
Dg  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  its  waters,  for  the 
Mirposes  therein  mentioned,  was  twice  read  and 
tommitted. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  aseer- 
aining  and  surveving  the  boundary  lines  fixed 
>y  the  treaty  with  the  Creek  Indians,  and  for 
)ther  purposes,  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  repeal  ceruin  acts 
herein  mentioned,  was  twice  read,  and  referred 
0  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  galleries  of  the  House  were  then  cleared, 
.nd  its  doors  closed,  and  remained  so  for  more 
han  four  hours.  When  the  doors  were  again 
tpeDjthe  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
»ill  fixing  the 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Cannon  withdrew  his  motion,  which  was 
inder  consideration  when  the  House  yesterday 
djourned. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Alston,  to  re* 
ODsidei  the  vote  for  strikiog  out  the  donation 
a  land  to  officers  who  yhall  be  discharged  from 
eryice  in  eonaequence  of  this  act,  or  to  the  rep- 
eaeoutiTetf  of  ^ueh*  as  haire  fallen. 

After  deiwte,  the  question  of  reeoostde ration 
Vas  decided  in  the  affirmatiire.  For  the  consider- 
lion  64,  against  it  50,  as  follows  t 

'Yxis — Messrs.  Alexander,  Afarton,  Anderson,  Bar> 
bur.  Bines,  Bowen,  Calhonn,  Ctopton,  Comstock, 
Ibndict,  Creighton,  Catbbert,  Besha,  DnTsU,  Eppes, 
•todtey,  Fisk  of  Yermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth, 
^hmknn,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gonrdin,  ChtMrenor, 
farris,  Hasbronck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of 
^ntncky,  HnbbanJ,  Humphreys,  Hongerford,  Jack- 
al of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentocky,  Kennedy, 
"  it  of  Maiyland,^  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  Leflforts, 
rndes,  McCoy,  Moore,  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Pieken% 
)r,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roine,  RobertK>n,  Sage, 
ier,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia*  Stewart,  TannehillL 


Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Wilson  of  PennsylTania,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bamett,  Baylies  of  Massaehosetts, 
Bigetow,  Bradbury,  Biigham,  Bnrwell,  Caperton,  Can- 
non, Champion,  Oilley,  Cos,  CnJp^per,  Davenport, 
Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Goldaborongh,  Hale,  Hanson, 
HenderMn,  Hnlbert,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  Law,  LoTctt,  Macon,  Montgomery, 
Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  PidLering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Bhefiey,  Sherwood, 
Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Strong,  Tay  tor,  Thomp- 
son, Vose,  Ward  of  MaasachusetU,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

The  question  i ecorring  on  striking  out  the  same 
part  of  the  bill-— 

Mr.  Qabton  moved  to  amend  the  said  sixth 
section  so  as  to  limit  the  donation  to  such  of  the 
discharged  officers  as  have  by  name  been  thanked 
by  Congress,  or  have  been  brevetted,  or  have 
been  wounded  during  the  war.— Negatived. 

.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Macom,  the  donation  to  field 
officers  was  reduced — the  Major  Generals  to  1280. 
Brigadiers  QeneraJ  to  1120,  Colonels  to  960,  and 
Minors  to  800- acres  each. 

And  the  question  to  strike  out  the  dooatioa 
daute,  thus  amended,  waa  negatired. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading,  and  the  House  adjourned  at  sua* 
down,  after  a  session  of  more  than  seven  hours. 


Wepiiesdat,  March  1. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  within  the  State  of  New  York ;"  with 
amendiments.  And  that  they  have  passed  *^a 
resolution  directing  the  manner  of  providing  sta- 
tioaery,  and  procuring  printing  for  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatifes  ;'Mn  which  amend- 
ments and  resolution,  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JoRneoN,  of  Kentucky, 

BetdvecL  That  the  following  named  persons, 
employed  ij  the  Doorkeeper  to  aid  him  in  the 
execution  or  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  wit :  Blex- 
tids  Spalding,  Ge6rge  N.  Thomas,  Iiaac  Phillips, 
Oswald  Dunn,  and  George  Cooper,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  allowed  two  dollars  per  day  during 
the  present  session,  and  four  days  thereafter,  and 
Charles  Brooks  two  dollars  per  day  for  his 
serrices. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Expenditures,  made  a  report,  stating  their  inabil- 
ity to  investigate  the  subject  to  their  satisfaction 
dorinj^  the  present  session,  the  general  business 
of  which  has  been  so  urgent,  and  recommending 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  the  subject 
to  sit  during  the  recess. 

The  engrossed  bill  "to  fix  the  Military  Peace 
Establisbment  of  the  United  States,"  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed ;  as  also  was  the  bill  to  vest 
more  effectually  in  the  State  courts,  and  in  the 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,  jurisdiction 
in  the  cases  therein  mentioned. 
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Mr.  Gabtor  submitted  for  eoDudermtion  the 
following  resolatioD : 

Eeaohed,  Tb«t  the  Poetmeeter  General  be  directed 
to  report  to  the  next  Congreei  e  plan  fyt  eetabliehiny, 
with  the  co-opention  of  the  Stotee,  a  nationai  road 
firom  Maine  to  Georgia,  and  from  Milledgeville  to  New 
Orleans,  inclnaive,  passing  through  the  City  of  Wash* 
ington.  and,  as  lar  as  may  be  practicable,  through  the 
seats  of  govemment,  or  principal  towns  in  the  Atlan- 
tic Stotes. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rbea,  of  Tennes- 
see, to  amend  the  same  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof 
the  following : 

**  And  fiom  the  City  of  Washington  to  the  respect- 
ive seats  of  goTemment  of  the  States  of  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  and  Ohio." 

Tbis  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  resolution 
agreed  to  as  orisinally  proposed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings, 

Ruohed^  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War  be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House,  at  its  next 
assnon,  a  statement  of  the  amounts  of  merchandise 
and  oUier  articles  lumidied  the  Indians,  under  the 
superintendency  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  late  the 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Afiairs  for  the  Territory  of 
Indiana,  from  the  1st  day  of  January,  1001,  to  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1818,  disttnguiriiing  the  diiforent  dates 
of  purchase,  of  whom  purchased,  and  for  what  tribe  or 
tiibea  of  Indians. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  repeal  certain  acta 
therein  mentioned  (prohibitory  and  noo-importa- 
tion  acts)  having  been  reported  by  Mr.  Fobstth, 
of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  without 
amendment,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
was  subsequently  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Forsyth  also  made  the  folipwiog  report : 

'*The  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  recommending  the  passage  of  a  law  to  ex- 
clude foreign  seamen  from  employment  in  American 
vessels,  report,  that  the  present  session  of  Congress  ne- 
oeesarily  terminating  on  the  third  dajr  of  March,  there 
is  not  sufficient  time  to  give  this  subject  the  deliberate 
examination  its  importance  demands.  They  therefore 
recommend  the  following  resolution : 

*<iiefo/9ed.  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  respecting 
the  exclusion  of  foreign  seamen  from  employment  in 
American  vessels  be  postponed  until  the  next  session 
of  Congress." 

The  report  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  sup- 
plementary to  tbe  act  for  tbe  better  organization 
of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  were  read  and 
concurred  in. 

Tbe  bilKrom  tbe  Senate  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  for  establisbiog  trading  bouses  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  *' regulating  and  defining 
the  duties  of  the  United  States'  Judge  for  the  Illi- 
nois Territory,"  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  tbe  Navy  of  tbe  United  Sutes,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners  (the 
annual  billon  the  subject)  passed  throjHgh  a  Com- 


mittee of  the  Whole,  and  after  occopfiBgesi> 
siderable  time  of  the  House  oq  proposed  nma^ 
menu  thereto,  was  ordered  to  be  eognMMdfari 
third  reading. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate.  ^^  direeiaf  £&« 
manner  of  providing  stationery  and  praesiiag 
printing  for  the  Senate  and  Houne  of  Bcprewi- 
tatires,"  was  read  the  first  time,  and^sinscioa, 
the  said  resolution  was  read  the  second  ime,  aad 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-dny. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infomaed  tkBoose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  n  bill  **  coaeniig 
the  Naval  Establishment ;"  and  '*  renolutioBinit- 
tive  to  the  distribution  of  the  laws  of  theUi;^ 
States;''  in  which  bill  and  resointions  tiiey et 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  resolutions  from  the  Senate  ^  rdatirei  j 
the  distribution  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Stisi' ' 
were  read  the  third  time  and  pnssed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,   **  coneerniii;  ts*  \ 
Naval  Establishment,"  was  rend  twrice  and  eaa- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-daf. 

MIUTART  PEACE  ESTABUSHlfEXT. 


The  House  resolved  itself  into  n  Conwiciee!!: 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  makinje  npproprianosf  (^ 
the  support  of  the  Military  RstablbhoMttoTtJu 
Unitea  States  for  the  year  1815,  nnd.afier  tsne 
time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  repoiiel  vHi 
amendmenu;  whieh  were  rend,  and  eeocaned 
in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppsa,  the  bill  wit  fscoo- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whofer  sad  (he 
House  again  went  into  Committee  of  ik  Whole 
on  the  bill.  The  Committee  rose  and  lepoited 
an  additional  amendment  thereto,  as  foUov: 

M  por  purchasing  hones  lor  artilkiyt  «■•  hanM 
thousand  doUara." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pfcxxauro,  ts 
amend  the  said  amendment  by  tuUdmg  ont  "  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,*  and  iaserdng '^  fifty 
thousand  dollars;"  which  vas  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  49,  nays  57, as  follows: 

TxAS— Messrs.  Bard,  Banstt,  Bigekm,  BfadburTu 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Cannon,  Chaapssn,  doftoo,  Coxi 
Crawford,  Crouch,  Cntpeper,  DaveBpon,  Ely,  Fsnotr, 
Geddes,  Goldsborough,  Grosrenor,  Hale,  Haww,Hon* 

Srford,  Hulbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Uand,  Kag  d 
assachusetts.  Law,  Lovett,  Lyie,  Moaslsy,  OsUqt 
Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Fatter,  Jsha  BM 
William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvaiiia;^  Ragglss»  9^ 
Sherwood,  Blayniaker,  Smith  of  PoBnayhiBiK,  ~ 
ford,  Strong,  Voes,  Ward  of  MaaaarliMstts.  WfloK 
and  Winter. 

Natb — Messrs.  Alexander,  Aveiy  , 
Baibour,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown,  CeJhonn, 
Condict,  Crsighton,  Cnthbert,  Eppsn,  Findkf,  fvk 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  Yoik,  Forsyth,  Ghoboa,  Got 
wyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harrin,  Haabioack,  Eii^ 
kins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hnbbsrd,  Haai 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Keatncky, 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilbonra,  LeAerta, 
Macon,  McCoy,  McKin,  Montgomery,  NewtM 
ante,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ridi,  Robortaoa,  Sea^' 
bert,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Vireiw  ^ ' 

hUl,  Taylor,  Udree,  V'—         - 

Wright,  and  Tancey. 
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The  ameadment  was  then  concurred  in  by  the 
House;  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
*ead  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


Thursday,  March  2* 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
•leans,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolation  instruct- 
Dg  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
Dg  an  appropriation  for  survey ing  certain  lands 
(esignated  in  the  resolution,  made  a  report ;  which 
wsLS  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House,  to  wit: 
*  That  no  appropriation  is  necessary.'' 

Mr.  Bppes  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
I  bill  making  additional  appropriation  for  the  ser- 
rice  of  the  year  1815;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  all  the  matters  and  things  referred 
;o  them  during  the  present  session,  and  upon 
nrhich  they  have  not  reported. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
FoHNSON.of  Kentocky ;  whieh  was  ordered  to  lie 
>a  the  table : 

Buohedf  That  the  messenger  and  office*keeper  in 
he  office  of  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  allowed  the 
ame  pay  per  day,  dnring  the  sessions  of  Congress, 
ind  fi»r  four  days  thereafter,  ss  is  allowed  to  the  mes- 
engers  einoloyed  by  the  Doorkeeper,  and  that  he  be 
llowed  at  the  rate  of  thirty  dollars  a  month  during  a 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Reed,  the  committee  ap- 
Kiinted  on  the  17th  of  March  last,  to  inquire  whe- 
her  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  means  of  retrenchment 
ind  economj  of  reform  in  the  general  manage- 
Dent,  and  of  extension  and  efficiency  in  the  Naval 
Sstablisbment,  may  be  practicable  and  expedient, 
rere  discharged  from  tne  reports  and  documents 
iobmitted  to  them,  and  the  said  reports  and  doc- 
iments  were  referred  to  the  Board  of  Navy  Com- 
nissioners. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crbiobtom, 

Resolved^  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid,  out 
>f  the  contingent  fund,  to  the  person  employed 
yy  the  Doorkeeper  of  this  House  to  superintend 
:be  post  office  kept  for  the  use  of  the  House,  in 
addition  to  the  allowance  already  made  him,  the 
lum  of  one  dollar  per  day  during  the  sessions  of 
[Congress,  and  for  twenty  days  after  an  adjourn- 
nent  of  Congress,  and  that  the  said  allowance 
commence  from  toe  first  day  of  the  present  ses- 
don. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  the 
:ommittee  appointed  on  that  part  of  the  Message 
Tom  the  President  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
sommencement  of  the  present  session,  wnich  re- 
ates  to  the  militia,  were  discharged  from  a  fur- 
ber  consideration  of  the  several  matters  referred 
o  them,  and  upon  which  they  have  not  reported. 

An  engrossed  bill,  making  appropriations  for 
be  support  of  the  Military  j&ublishment  for  the 
fear  1815,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  and 
!dr.  Cdlpeper,  be  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
his  House  to  waft  upon  the  President  of  the 


United  States,  and  request  that  he  recommend  a 
day  of  thankssi;ivinz  to  Almightv  €k>d  for  restor- 
ine  to  these  United  States  the  blessings  of  peace. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amendments  of 
this  House  to  the  bill  '*  to  increase  the  compensa- 
tion of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  and  of  the  Doorkeeper 
and  Assistant  Doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives," with  amendments;  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Another  message  from  the  Senate  informed 
the  House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill 
from  this  House,  ^  to  fix  the  compensations  and 
increase  the  responsibility  of  the  collectors  ol  the 
direct  tax  and  internal  duties,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses connected  with  the  collection  thereof;" 
with  amendments.  They  have  slso  passed  bills 
of  the  following  titles :  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of 
sundry  persons  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  their  tools 
by  fire  at  the  Navy  Yard ;"  and  "  An  act  further 
to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
ana  tonnage;"  in  which  amendments  and  bills 
thev  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  discharge  of  Edward 
Martin  from  his  iinprisonment,  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  subsequently  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  further  supplementary 
to  the  act  for  the  settlement  of  the  Yazoo  claims, 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  House  then  sat  a  short'  time  in  conclave, 
and  before  the  doors  were  opened,  removed  the 
injunction  of  secrecy  from  their  proceedings. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the 
mechanics  who  lost  their  tools  bv  the  destruction 
of  the  Navy  Yard,  was  twice  reau  and  committed. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  to 
define  the  duties,  and  fix  the  compensation  of  the 
collectors  of  the  direct  tax  and  Internal  daties, 
was  agreed  to,  yeas  75.  It  goes  to  leave  unde- 
fined the  compensation  after  the  first  of  January 
next,  fixing  it  up  to  that  time  only. 

PUBLIC  DEBT. 

Mr.  Bppes  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  him,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, submitting  to  their  consideration  a  proposi- 
tion to  provide  for  paying  the  interest  and  grad- 
ually reducing  the  stock  debt  which  has  been 
created  during  the  late  war ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.  The  letter  is  as  follows: 
TaiASVBT  DxvAKTifxvT,  Ftb.  34, 1816. 

8ia:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  a  propo- 
sition to  provide  for  paying  the  interest  and  gradually 
reducing  the  stock  debt  which  has  been  created  during 
the  late  war.  It  was  my  intention  to  have  accom- 
panied this  communication  with  tables,  illustrating,  in 
detail,  the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  well  as 
the  efiect  of  the  present  proposition ;  but  various  caiiaee 
render  the  peilbrmanoe  of  this  task  impracticable  be* 
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Are  tha  tdjoiiTiimciit'of  Congreff,  and  I  oumot  do  bet- 
ter than  to  refer  to  the  report  which  waa  made  hf  tha 
Treaaoiy  Department  to  t^p  Honae  of  BepreaentatiTea 
on  the  9tti  of  April»  1808,  exhilntuig  ezpianatoiy  atate- 
menta  and  notea  of  the  public  debt,  ita  inereaae  or  de- 
creaae,  from  the  lat  of  Jannarj,  1791,  to  the  1  at  of 
Jannary,  1808.  I  ihall,  therefore,  oonfine  my  Yi«ira 
to— Firrt.  The  general  atate  of  the  public  debt  before 
the  war ;  Second.  The  general  atate  of  the  public  debt 
contracted  aince  the  war ;  and.  Third.  The  particalar 
provinon  to  be  now  made  for  the  hurt  deacsiption  of 
the  pablic  debt 

L  On  the  Slat  Deoembery  1814,  the  amount  of  the 
public  debt  created  before  th0  war  may  be  eitimatiid 
at  930,906,188  66,  and  it  conabted  of  the  following 
parttculan: 

1.  Old  aiz  per  cent  atock,  the  nom* 

inal  amount  being  $17,260,871  09 
Of  which  there  had 

been  reimburaed        18,879,888  78 


Leaving  due  on  the  diet  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1814      

3.  Deferred  aix  per 
centum  atock,  the 
nominal  amount  of 
which  ia       -        -    90,868,330  85 

Of  which  there  had 
been  reimburaed   •      8,971,148  36 


•4,371,687  31 


Leaving  due  on  the  Slat  di^y  of  De- 

camber,  1814       ....  96,887,171  99 

3.  Tliree  per  cent,  atodt  •       •       -  16,168,177  34 

4.  Exchanged  aix  per  cent,  atock  un- 
der the  act  of  1813        -        .        .  3,984,746  72 

6.  Six  per  cent  atock  of  1796  -        .  80,000  00 

6.  Loniaiana  aix  pet  cent  atock       •  10,923,600  00 

Eatimated  amount  of  the  whole  of 
the  public  debt,  contracted  before  the 
war,  due  on  Slat  December,  1814  -  989,906,183  66 

Upon  the  prindplea  and  eatimatea  of  the  Treaauiy 
Report  of  the  9th  of  April,  1808,  it  waa  computed : 
1.  That  on  the  lat  of  January,  1808,  the  public  debt 

amounted  to        •       •       -        -  964,700,000  00 
3.  If,  therefore,  the  amount  of  the 

public  debt  con^mted  to  be  due  on 

the  Slat  December,  1814,  be  de* 

ducted,  to  wit  t     ....     39,906,18366 

The  amount  redeemed  between  the 
lat  of  January,  1808,  and  the  Slit 
day  of  December,  1814,  may  be  ea- 
timated at 934,794,816  34 


The  eatabliahment  of  a  Sinking  Fund  to  redeem  the 
principal  of  the  public  debt  waa  coeval  with  the  funding 
ayatem  of  1790,  but  the  payment  of  die  intereat  of  the 
&bt  waa  not  charged  upon  that  fund  until  1803.  The 
amount  of  the  public  debt  waa  increaaed  during  aev- 
aral  of  the  yeaia  that  intervened  between  January, 
1791,  and  January,  1803,  and  the  Sinking  Fund  waa 
enriched  at  vaiioua  perioda  by  tha  aaaignment  of  ad- 
ditional revenuea.  The  acta  of  the  8th  of  May,  1792; 
the  3d  of  March,  1796,  tha  29th  of  April,  1802,  and 
the  10th  of  November,  1803,  form,  however,  the  prin- 
cipal baaia  of  the  preaent  Sinking  Fund,  praividing  for 
Um  annual  payment  of  the  intereat,  aa  well  aa  for  the 
gradual  redemption  of  the  debt 


Under  the  authority  of  theae  acta  of  Congreivfei 
Sinking  Fund  amounta  to  the  anm  of  9S«OINlgOM  4> 
nually,  which  at  thia  time  ia  aoppUed  fimn  tha  foBem' 
ingaouieea: 

1.  From  the  intereat  on  aoch  parte  of  the  pnUie  dek 
aa  have  been  leimburaed  or  paid  ofl^  mad  wtkh,  at 
preaent,  amounta  to  the  aum  of        •  ^Mfi^ST?  64 
3.  From  the  net  praoaeda  of  the  aniaa 
of  nnbhe  landa  (axdoabe  of  lamda 
aold  in  tha  Miariarippi  Temitoiy, 
which,  aa  yet,  belong  to  thn  Stato  of 
Geoigia»)  eatimalie<l  annnaUy  at  the 

aum  of d»m^ 

3.  From  the  proeeeda  of  dntiaa  on  in»- 
porta  and  tonnage,  to  make  the  an- 
nual aum  of  98i000^000  eatimated 
at  about 5,990422  36 


98,000,000  e» 


n.  On  the  Slat  December,  1814,  ^  amomit  of  «& 
public  debt  created  aince  the  war,  (indepeodant  of  ten- 
poraiy  loana  and  iaauea  of  Treaauiy  naiea,)  maty  be  » 
imated  at 948L7M.3SS  !J 


And  it  oonaiated  of  the  following  paiticalaia 
1.  Six  per  cent  atock  of  1813,  being  the 
IouIl 

3.  Sbi  pw  cen^  alodioC  i8i^,.biiQs 
theaateen  miUion  lotn 

5.  Six  per  oenit  atpcl(  of  1818;  hi 

th^  aixtoan  milton  fim  ta»ii4r«i 
thouaand  loan       -  -       - 

4.  Six  per  cent  atock  of  1814,  being 
the  loan  of  ten  miUioni;  (partof  tbo 
loan  authoriaed  for  twenty-five  ni2r 
liona)    -        •       -        .        . 

6.  Six  per  cent  atock  of  1814,  .being 
the  loan  of  aix  milliona,  (part  of 
the  loan  authoriaed  for  twenty-five 
milliona)        ..... 


7jwm» 


-   ivoi^u 


9AmJ^J» 


9,190,47136 


9iM8Mlt8S 
But  it  ia  proper  to  bring  into  vinr 

here,  the  adoitional  aix  per  centateek, 

whidi  will  be  created  in  conanftnca 

of  contracta  depending  on  the  SIA  oC 

Deoembor,  1814,  to  be  completed  in 

1816,  to  wit: 

1.  The  committee  of  defonoe  of  Phil- 
adelphia contracted  to  loan  9^00,- 
000,to  forti^  the  ialandin  therhca 
Delavrare  called  the  Pea  Patch,  foa 
aix  per  cent  atock  at  par,  whidi  inll 
be  iMued  under  the  act  of  March, 


1813 
3.  The  corporation  of 
New  York  contracted 
to  advance  money  for 
fortificationa,  auppliea, 
dsc.,  at  New  Ton,  on 
the  terma  of  the  aix 
million  loan,  and  the 
amount  being  liqui- 
dated, aix  per  cent 
atock  haa  been  orders 
edfor 


-  9100,000  00 


-  1,100,009  S7 


i;MaSB7 
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;s» 


There  tre,  however,  other  contrecta  for  lotnt,  made 
;hToagh  the  mediam  of  the  War  Department,  which 
is.'we  been  reco^ised  at  the  Treaaiirj  to  be  paid  in  tix 
>er  cent,  atock,  but  which  have  not  been  ao  liqaidated 
18  to  liimish  «  ground  to  estimate  their  amount. 

The  aiz  per  cent,  atock,  which  waa  iasoed  under  the 
ct  of  the  34th  of  March,  1814»  amonntittg  to  •8,000,-* 
lOO,  and  aent  to  Europe,  bw  not  been,  and  probibly 
rill  not  be  sold.  It,  is,  thenfoie,  omitted  in  the  prea- 
nt  eatimatea. 

Beaidea  the  fonded  debt  above  atated,  there  hare 
•een  contracted  debu  to  the  amount  of  $19,002,800^ 
ipon  temporary  kmna,  and  upon  the  iiaaea  of  Trees* 
try  note^  conaiating  of  the  following  particalara : 
L.  Temporary  loans  have  been  obtained  under  the  act 
of  March,  1818,  (of  which  the  lum  of  $500,000  be- 
came due  in  December,  1814,  and  remains  unpaid; 
and  of  which  $50,000  wil!  be  payable  in  tiie  year 

1817,)  for $550,000  00 

2.  Treasury  notea  had  been  issued  or 
ordered  on  the  20th  February,  1815 
^1.)  Payable  on  or  before  the  lat  Jan* 
uary,  1815,  due  and  unpaid  princi- 
pal -  -  -  -  2,799,200 
^3.)  Payable  since  the 
1st  of  January,  1815, 
due  and  unpaid        -  620,00 

[3.)  Payable  almost  dai- 
ly, from  the  11th  of 
March,  to  and  hicln- 
ding  January  1, 1818  7,227,280 
4rJ)  Payable  fiom  the 
11th  of  January,  to 
and  including  the  1st 
March,  1816    •        -        7,806,820 

18,452,800  00 

Making  floating  nublic  debt  in  tempo- 
rary loans  and  isenea  of  Treaauiy 
notes    -        -        •>        -        •        .    19,002,800  00 

To  which  add  the  amount  of  funded 

debt 49,780,322  13 


And  the  whole  ascertained  amount  of 
debt  created  during  ^e  war,  is  the 

sum  of  -        •        •     '  *  ■      - 


$68,788,122  18 


The  general  daima  for  militia  aerrices  and  supplies, 
arising  under  the  authority  of  the  indiTidual  Sta^,  as 
well  aa  of  the  United  States,  have  been  partially  ex- 
hibited ;  but  neither  the  principle  of  settlement,  nor 
the  amount  of  the  claims,  can  at  thii  tiih'e  be  itated.  ' 

ni.  In  suggesting  pronrions  to  pay  the  intereot  and 
gradually  to  teduee  the  principal  of  the  puUie  debt, 
contracted  since  the  dsdaration  of  war,  the  inconv^ 
nience,  whioh  haa  been  introduced,  by  making  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interaat  of  the  Treasury  noCM 
a  charge  upon  the  Sinking  Fund,  ia  greatly  to  be  lament- 
ed. The  Treaauiy  notes  were  in  their  deaign*  and 
ought  to  be  in  their  uae,  a  species  of  dreulating  medi- 
um ;  but  it  is  STident  that  a  sinking  fund  of  $8,000,- 
000,  could  nerer  supply  the  means  of  payhig  the 
prior  claims,  and,  also,  of  discharging  punctually  the 
whole  of  the  principal,  as  well  aa  the  mterest,  of  an- 
nual issues  01  Treasury  notes,  amounting  to  eight  or 
ten  millions  of  dollarB.  It  is  indispensable,  therefore, 
to  the  free  and  beneficial  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
that  it  should  be  diiengaged,  as  soon  as  pontble,  from 
this  burden.    The  means  of  disengaging  it  are,  1st,  by 


the  pajrment  of  the  Treasury  notea  out  of  the  current 
revenue;  or,  2d,  by  Ihnding  them  upon  roaaenaUa 
terma,  under  the  ad  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  author* 
iae  a  loan  for  the  iMrriee  of  the  year  1816 ;  and  Iheea 
means,  it  ia  believed,  will  be  eflectuaL 

The  Sinking  Fund,  being  thus  emancipated  from 
the  Treasury  note  debt,  would  be  auf!icient,  m  1816^ 
for  the  intereat  and  reimbursement  of  the  atiick  created 
before  the  war;  lor  the  intereat  of  the  atock  created 
since  the  war ;  and  for  the  haterest  of  the  loan  to  b^ 
raised  for  to  preaent  year,  either  in  money,  or  hy  eon- 
rerting  the  Treasury  note  debt  into  stock  Jdit.    Thus^ 

1.  The  Sinking  Fund  amounta  to      -  $8,000,000  Oa 

2.  The  interest  and  reimbursement 
of  stocks  created  before  the  war,  will 
require  a  aum  of  -        -  8,452,776  46 

3.  The  interest  of  the 
aiodkB  created  aince  the 
war  (computed  on  the 
above  sum  of  $49,780,- 
822  13,)  and  including 
$7,968,  payable  for  an- 
nuities, will  require  a 

aum  of         -  -  2,994,787  32 

4.  The  intereat  on  the 
loan  for  1815' (computed 
to  aTerage  a  half  yearns 
hkterest  on  the  sum  of 
$11,500,000  being  the 
esthnated  amount  of  the 
Treasury  notes,  which 
may  be  conTcrted  into 
stocks)  win  require  a 
sum  of        -        -        - 

5.  But  there  must  be  added, 
die  interest  and  princi- 
pal of  the  temporaxT 
loans  due  and  unpaid 
whteh  were  obtained 
tmder  th0  authority  to 
borrow,  granted  by  the 

act  of  the March, 

1812,    amounting    for 
1815,  to  the  sum  of 


346,000  00 


633,000  00 


l^M 


And  would  lesTO  a  aurplus 
of     -         -         -         a: 


7,325,562  78 
$674,487  22 


It  appears,  on  this  view  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  (In- 
dependent of  the  operation  of  the  past  year)  that  there 
will  be  a  surplus  of  $674,487  22,  to  be  fhrther  ap* 
plied  to  the  reduction  of  the  principal,  both  of  the  M 
and  the  new  public  debt  9ut  thta  can  only  now  bsi 
done  by  purdiases  in  tiie  market. 

The  proposition  to  be,  at  this  time,  submitted  to  the 
consideretion  of  the  Committee  of  Wi^  and  Means, 
in  relation  to  the  stock  debt  created  since  the  war,  in* 
▼oItos  the  following  pointa : 

1.  That  pro^iaion  be  made  for  the  payment,  or  for 
the  funduig,  of  the  Treasury  note  debt,  ao  aa  to  retiere 
the  Sinking  Fund  from  that  charge- 

2.  That  the  Sinking  Fund  be  applied,  in  the  first 
place,  to  the  intereat  and  reimbursement  of  the  old  six 
per  cent.  sto<^  according  to  the  existing  laws. 

3.  That  the  Sinking  Fund  be  applied,  in  the  second 
place,  to  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  temporary  loans,  obtained  under  the  act  of  March, 
1812. 
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4.  That  the  Sinking  Fund  be  applied,  in  the  third 
place,  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  accruing  upon  the 
«tock  debt  created  since  the  war. 

6.  That  the  annual  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
•after  satisfying  the  above  objects,  be  applied  to  the  por- 
<chase  of  the  stock  created  since  the  war ;  and  that  the 
interest  upon  the  stock  annually  purchased,  be  added, 
from  time  to  time,  to  that  appropriation,  for  the  pur- 
,pose  of  making  new  purchsses. 

After  the  present  year,  there  is  reason  to  presume, 
ihat  the  public  revenue  will  considerably  exceed  the 
^blic  expenditure,  and,  consequently,  that  the  ne* 
•cesssity  of  borrowing  will  cease.  At  that  period,  a 
more  satisfactory  view  may  be  taken  of  the  subject, 
than  can  be  taken  while  the  amount  of  the  public  debt 
Temains,  in  some  measure,  unascertained ;  the  opera* 
tion  and  product  of  the  new  taxes,  ss  well  as  of  the 
impost  upon  the  rerival  of  commerce,  are  conjectural, 
and  the  legisUtive  intentions,  respecting  a  Peace  Es- 
tablishment, have  not  been  declared. 

Since,  therefore,  the  existing  Sinking  Fund  (being 
relieved,  in  the  manner  before  intimat^,  from  the  en- 
cumbrance of  the  Treasury  note  debt)  is  ahready 
charged  with  the  psyment  of  the  interest  on  the  stock 
created  since  the  war,  and  will  be  sufficient  lor  that 
purpose,  besides  paying  the  interest,  and  the  annual 
reimbursement  of  the  stock  created  before  the  war,  I 
respectfully  propose,  that  no  further  step  be  taken  du- 
ring the  piesent  session  of  Congress,  than  to  authorise 
the  subscrnition  of  Treasury  notes  to  the  loan  which 
is  now  unmr  Legislative  consideration,  and  to  direct 
the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  be  applied  to  pur- 
chases of  the  stock  created  since  the  war,  for  the  emol- 
ument of  the  fund.  But  it  vrill  be  proper  to  confine 
the  benefit  of  subscribing  to  the  loan  to  such  Treasury 
Aotes  only  ss  have  been,  or  may  be  issued  under  the 
acts  which  render  them  a  charge  upon  Uie  Sinking 
Fund,  namely,  the  acts  of  the  20th  of  June,  1813;  of 
the  S6th  of  rebmary,  1813 ;  and  of  the  4th  of  March, 
1814;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  be 
anthoriaed  to  designate  the  notes  to  be  received  in  snb- 
•ciiption,  from  time  to  time,  according  to  the  date  of 
the  Issues. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftilly,  sir,  your 
moat  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

J.  W.  Epvis,  Esq.,  Chairman^  4«. 

LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  w«Qt  into  Committee  of  the  Wholes 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  service  of 
1815;  on  the  question  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
amount  of  the  loan. 

Mr.  Eppss  expressed  his  regret  that  this  bill 
had  been  delayed  to  so  late  a  period  of  the  ses- 
8100 ;  a  delay  which  had  not  arisen,  however, 
ftom  any  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  but  from  the  pressure  of 
other  business.  The  loan  necessary  for  the  present 
year,  was  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  Treasury 
notes,  charged  on  the  Sinking  Fund.  Of  these 
notes  there  would  fall  due,  in  the  year  1815.  eight 
millions  and  upwards,  and  in  the  month  of  March 
1815,  ten  millions  of  dollars,  being  the  whole 
amount  now  in  circulation,  viz:  918.452,000. 
The  loan  might  be  confined  to  the  amount  of 
notes  payable  within  the  present  year,  but  as  the 
notes  due  in  1816  may  return  to  the  Treasury  as 


a  part  of  the  receipts  for  the  present  year,  beii| 
receivable  in  payment  of  all  debts  dae  the  United 
States,  it  had  been  thought  better  to  aotkirize 
the  loan  for  the  whole  amount.  He  ikerefon 
moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum  of  tlS,4S2,- 
000.    And  the  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bppbs,  tiro  new  cctions 
were  added  to  the  bill,  one  to  authorize  tk  Se^e- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  to  accept  in  paymctttf  tsy 
loan  such  Treasury  notes  as  hare  been  xailly 
issued  and  are  by  law  chargeable  on  Che  Siiisg 
Fund;  the  other  to  enable  the  Secretary si^ 
Treasury  to  cause  to  be  paid  interest  on  Tras| 
notes  which  have  fallen  due  and  hare  not  bea 
paid  for  the  want  of  funds,  interest  whereoo  b 
not  of  course  since  accrued. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordeni 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading ;  and  was  sb' 
seqQently  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  increase  the  cos- 
pensation  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  theSesia 
being  before  a  Committee  of  the  Whole— 

Mr.  Gaston  moTed  to  amend  the  \M  bf  in- 
serting, also,  the  Sergeant-at-Arma  of  tbc  Bme 
of  Representatives. 

Mr.  SsTBEaTmoTed  to  add,  the  Dooikeepctof 
the  House  of  RepresentatiFes. 

Mr.CuLPiPiR  moTed  toadd,  the  AssistaatDflcv- 
keeper  of  the  same  body. 

All  these  motions  were  agreed  lOj  Mai  the  bSi 
was  reported  as  amended.     On  proeeediB;  to 
consider  the  report  of  the  Committee- 
Mr.  Barkett  moTed  to  postpone  the  UU  it* 
definitely ;  but  subsequently  withdrew  the  mouoa. 

Some  discussion  took  plaee  on  the  amend- 
ments, which  were  all  adopted ;  and  the  biU,  chot 
amended,  was  ordered  to  a  thin!  mdiag,  aad 
was  passed. 

MILITIA  CLAOISL 

The  order  of  the  day  beiof  eafled  for  on  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  "aathorize  seuVemeni 
and  payment  of  certain  claims  lot  the  aerrices  of 
the  militia"— 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  Vermont,  mored  to  postpooe  the 
consideration  thereof  indefinitely. 

This  motion  gare  rise  to  a  rery  animated  aa& 
rather  acrimonious  debate,  embracing,  beside  tke 
real  question,  the  merits  of  the  conduct  of  tie 
Gbvernors  of  fiifassachusetts  and  ConaeetieiL 
their  doctrines  as  to  the  militia,  and  the  geeeni 
conduct  of  the  Eastern  States  of^iosed  to  tke 
Gk>Temment.  The  debate  lasted  perhaps  two 
hours;  and  the  question  on  indefinite  postpose- 
ment  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the  negauV^* 
yeas  03,  nays  69,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Akton,  Andenoa,  An- 
ry.  Bard,  Bsmett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown«  Ctlhoe. 
Cannon,  Comstock,  Condict,  Crawford,  CieisteA 
Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Desha,  Duvall,  Findley,  Taki 
New  York,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gourdln,  Griffia,  M 
Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Johsia^ 
Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maiyland,  Kershaw,  KingofXtfh 
Carolina,  Lefierts,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Mscoa,  V^^ 
Moorct  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pidcen%  Piper,  Baa  df^ar 
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rania,  Rhea  of  TennMsae,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Rotne, 
WTtmoBp  Sage,  SeYbart,  Sharp,  Smith  of  PannijlTa- 
,  Smith  of  VirgiQ»»  TanDehiU,  Taylor,  Tel£ur, 
•ap,    Udrea,  Wiltiama,  Wilion  of  rannsylTania, 

f  ATS — MeiBrs.  Barbour,  Bayliea  of  MaMachuMtta, 
elow,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Barwall,  Caperton, 
impion,  Cilley,  Glopton,  Cooper,  Coz,  Coipeper, 
renport,  Ely,  Eppaa,  Farrow,  Gaeton,  Gholaon, 
daborough,  Gooawyn,  Groerenor,  Hale,  Hanaon, 
vires,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hangerford,  Hulbert, 
kson  of  Rhode  Island  Jackson  cmT  Virginia,  Kan* 
ly,  Kerr,  King  of  Maasachnsatta,  Law,  LoTett,  Mc- 
y^  Montgomery,  Moeeley,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley, 
fcraon,  lackering,  Pitkin,  Pleasanta,  Potter,  John 
ad,  M^illiam  Reed,  Ridgely,  Rnggles,  Schnraman, 
ner ,  Sbefley ,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Stanford,  Stock* 
I,  Stuart,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 
Maflsachiuetu,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilaon 
Maasachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wright 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  the 
rther  coDsideration  of  the  bill  was  poatpooed 
ill  to-morrow. 

DUTIES  ON  TONNAGE  Ac. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "farther  to  proTide 

'   the  collection  of  the  duties  on  imports  and 

iDage,"  was  read  a  first  and  second  time.   [This 

I  contains  a  number  of  prorisions,  applicable 

violations  of  the  revenue  law,  resemoling  the 

Dyisions  of  the  bill  lately  passed  for  preventing 

tercourse  with  the  enemy.] 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  moved  that  the  bill  be 

id  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Stockton  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefi- 

tely  postponed. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  warm  debate  in  the 

>urse  of  which  Messrs.  Stockton,  William 

BED,  Grosvbnor,  and  Sheffet,  advocated  the 

otion,  and  Messrs.  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Rhea, 

^rioht,  Eppes,  Alston,  and   Newton,  op- 

»ed  it. 

At  this  ttage  of  the  debate — on  motion  of  Mr. 

>HN80N.  of  Kentucky,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie 

1  the  taole,  with  a  view  to  take  up  the  bill  fixing 

e  Military  Peace  Establishment. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
le  bill  **  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Bstablish- 
lent  of  the  United  States,''  were  read. 

The  first  section  of  the  said  bill,  as  passed  by 
lis  House,  is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enaeied,  4re.,  That  the  Military  Peace  Estob- 
Bhment  of  the  United  Statea  shall  consist  of  sudi 
roportions  of  artillery,  infantry,  and  riflemen,  not  ex* 
ceding  in  the  whole  six  thousand  men,  ss  the  Presi- 
ent  of  the  United  States  shall  judge  proper,  and  that 
le  Coips  of  Engineers,  as  at  present  established,  be 
stained. 

The  Senate  propose  to  amend  the  said  first 
ection  by  striking  out  the  word  '*  peace,''  and  by 
trikiog  out  the  word  '*  six,"  and  inserting  the 
rord  "fifteen, 

A  division  of  the  question  on  the  said  amend- 
aents  was  called  for,  when  the  question  was 
aken  on  that  part  of  the  said  amendments  which 


Proposes  to  strike  out  the  word  "  peace,"  and  was 
etermined  in  the  negative — yeas  33.  nays  86,  aa 
follows  : 

TiAs — Meesrs.  Anderson,  Bard,  Calhoun,  Craw* 
ford,  Creighton,  Duvall,  Pindiey,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Gourdin,  Qriflin,  Orosre- 
nor,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Hawkins,  Humphreys,  Irwin* 
Kershaw,  Lowndes,  McCoy,  Moore,  Newton,  Oakley, 
Pleasanta,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Seybert,  Taylor,  Telfiur, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Taneey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Aveiy,  Birbour, 
Bamett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  fiigefow.  Bines, 
Bradbury,  Brigham»  Brown,  Caperton,  Cannon,  Cham* 
mon,  CUley,  Clopton,  Comatock,  Condict,  Cooper, 
Crouch,  Cnlpeper,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ely,  Eppes,  Far- 
row, Franklin,  Oeddes,  Gholson,  Goldsborough,  Good- 
wyn.  Hale,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Hunger- 
ford,  Hnlbert,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Law,  Lefierts,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Macon,  Mos^ 
ley.  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  John 
Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Rosne,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Schnre* 
man,  Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Smim  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Stanford,  Stodcton,  Strong,  Stnrges,  Tag- 
gart, Tannehill,  Udree,  Vose,   Ward  of  Massachu- 
setU,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Wright. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
that  part  of  the  said  amendments  which  propoaea 
to  strike  out  the  word  **six,"  and  to  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  the  word  **  fifteen,"  and  was  also  deter* 
mined  in  the  negative — ^yeas  18,  nf  ys  100,  as  fol« 
lows: 

YxAs — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Baid,  Duvall,  Findley, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Gourdin,  Griflin,  Ckoa- 
vanor,  Hanson,  Hawkins,  Irwin,  Kenlkaw,  Newton, 
Oakloy,  Ringgold,  Seybert,  and  Wilson  of  Pennqrl* 
vania. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Avery,  Barbour, 
Bamett,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Binea, 
Bradbury,  Brigham,  Brown,  Caperton,  Calhoun,  Can- 
non, Champion,  CUley,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper, 
Cuthbert,  Desha,  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Franklin,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Goldsborough, 
Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  flulbert,  Jackson 
of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lefforts,  Lov- 
ett, Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  Moore,  Moaeley, 
Nelson,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  P^mt,  Pitkin,  Pleasanta, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsvlvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Rnggles,  Saga, 
Scfaureman,  Sh^by,  Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Stanford^ 
Stockton,  Strong,  Stnrges,  TannehUl,  Tsylor,  Telfoir, 
Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton, 
White,  WUcox,  WUUams,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
Winter,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

The  residue  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  said  bill  were  then  again  read,  and  disa- 
greed to  by  the  House. 


Friday,  March  3. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hitmphrets,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the 
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farther  coosideration  of  all  matters  and  thingt 
referred  to  them  daring  the  present  session,  upon 
which  they  ha?e  not  reported. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoase 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  disa- 
greed to  by  this  House,  to  the  bill  fixing  the  Mil- 
itary Pea<:e  Establishment  of  the  United  States." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate,  notifying  that  they  insist  on 
their  amendmenu  to  the  bUi  fixing  the  Miliury 
Peace  BstabliAhmenX  of  the  United  Sutes:  where- 
upon— 

Reeolwd^  That  this  House  insist  on  their  disa- 
greement to  the  said  amendments,  and  ask  a  con- 
ference upon  the  suMetft-matter  thereof. 

Ordered^  That  Mr.  Troup,  Mr.  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Stuart,  be  the  managers  at 
the  said  conference,  on  the  part  of  this  Hotise. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  to  pro- 
ride  a  library  robm,  and  for  transporting  the 
library  lately  purchased.'^  The  bill  was  reported 
to  the  House,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  making  additional  appropria- 
tions for  the  service  of  the  year  1815.  The  bill 
was  reported  with  an  amendment  thereto,  which 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House ;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  concerning  invalia  pensioners,"  with  amend- 
ments. The  amendments,  were  read,  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  payment  for  horses 
lost  in  the  public  service  in  the  Northwestern 
army,  and  in  the  campaigns  under  Qenerab  Jack- 
son and  Floyd,  in  the  present  war,  was  postponed 
indefinitely. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate^  *4o  allow  a  draw- 
back on  duties  on  spirits  distilled,  and  on  certain 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  manufactured, 
within  the  United  States,  on  the  exportation 
thereof  to  any  foreign  por^  or  place,*'  was  post- 
poned indefinitely. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  the  ves- 
sels captured  on  Lake  Champlain,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  thir4  reading ;  and  was  subse- 
quently read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  EurU,  and 
others,  having  been  called  up — 

Mr.  z  All OBT  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  biir  indefinitely,  on  the  ground 
of  want  of  time  duly  to  act  on  the  subject. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Goldbbo- 
RonoR  and  Mr.  PkTKiN,  but  was  decided  ifl  the 
affirmative. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  repeal  the  discrimi- 
nating duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  on  condi- 
tion that  reciprocal  measures  are  adopted  by  for- 
eign (Governments,  passed  through  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  without  debate,  and  was  reported 
to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
was  read  a  third  time,  passed  by  unanimous  vote, 
and  returned  to  the  Senate. 


The  bill  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Coas» 
sioners  of  the  Navy  to  appoioc  elerki  ^assei 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  wis  ordf.'Cif 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readiDg,  astf  vl5  2^ 
cordingly  read  a  third  time,  and  pasHd 

The  bill  to  pro  fide  for  aseertainiKutfnir- 
veying  the  boundary  lines  fixed  l»y  ne  rreaty 
with  (be  Creek  Indians,  and  for  otkerisposes; 
the  bill  concerning  the  Navy  Kstabltshoat;  tiie 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Todd;  tkklfior 
the  relief  of  the  Eastern  BraDch  BridgcCcc- 
pany,  passed  through  Committees  of  the  lair, 
and  were  severally  read  a  third  tirac^  and  |hbL 

The  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  met^ 
of  Conn-ess  having  been  called  for — 

Mr.  NELSoff  moi^  that  the  farther  coosijen- 
tion  of  the  bill  be  postponed  indefioitdy. 

This  ndotion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  F^se^oT!^?? 
York,  who  enumerated  the  advantages  to  ir.f 
from  an  early  session,  and  the  propriety  of  Cat 

Kress  fixing  the  day,  rather  than  that  theysliou 
e  called  together  oy  the  Executire. 

Bfr.  Jackboh,  of  Virginia,  spoke  in  support  i 
the  motion,  and  stated  his  belief  that  sa  eiin 
session  would  not  in  any  event  be  necessvy.  He 
expressed  his  hope  that  Congress,  as  weflti  <&« 
people,  might  be  permitted  to  enjoy  a  littlcpete«. 

Mr.  Nelsom  supported  his  motioo  ot  the 
grounds  of  the  total  absence  of  a  aeceasitjfor 
an  extra  session,  and  that  t heir  constitneotfoii^it 
not  to  be  taxed  for  such  an  object  nnoecesstri/f. 

Other  gentlemen  also  spoke  against  is  wefi  s$ 
in  favor  of  the  motion  for  postponemcaf;  v&ieii 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  and  ibe  bul  in- 
definitely postponed. 

WEST  POINT  ACADEMY. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  aoihorxiiaf  an  ap* 
propriation  for  completing  ihtpnhl^baudiDgsit 
West  Point  for  the  Military  Aca<ff0/,  being  be- 
fore a  Committee  of  the  whole— 

Mr.  Troup  moved  to  add  chereio  tvo  other 
sections,  to  stand  as  first  and  second  ttctioiis. 
contemplating  the  establishment  of  two  cotp^  of 
engineers,  precisely  of  the  same  character,  &uai- 
ber,  dtc..  as  the  present  corps  of  engineers^  nek 
of  which  to  be  stationed  ac  WHats  to  be  desig- 
nated by  the  President  for  the  location  d  two 
military  academies. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  amesd- 
ment  as  beins  too  important  to  be  decided  it  tbis 
late  period  of  the  session,  and  because  not  necca^ 
sarily  connected  with  the  present  bill.  He  sutc£ 
several  objections  to  the  amendment,  which  i> 
once  occurred  to  him. 

T^o  these  objections  Mr.  Trogp  repUe4>^ 
enforced  the  expediency  of  the  amendment;  ui 
he  contended  that  a  more  favorable  oppons^^T 
for  the  attainment  of  such  an  object  coti\diti 
again  occur. 

Mr.  Tancet  opposed  the  amendment,  ap^f 
pressed  no  great  friendship  for  the  bilL  Hu  ^ 
cipal  objection  was  not  to  the  establishiitf^^ 
otKer  schools,  but  that  Congress  ought  vnts^^ 
location  of  these  other  schools. 

Mr,  Taylor  also  opposed  the  ameite^^^ 
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hlch,  he  si^d^  iDstead  of  putting  a  graft  upon  a 
*ee,  vras  patting  a  tree  upon  the  graft.  He  was 
nly  opposed  to  the  amendment  from  the  diffi- 
iiltjT  which  would  attend  the  adoption  of  such  a 
roTision  in  both  Houses  at  this  period  of  the 
!ssion. 

The  amendment  was  megatived  by  a  large  ma- 
»rity  ;  and  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the 
11  'without  amendment. 

Mr.  Tancet  moTed  to  postpone  indefinitely 
le  further  consideration  or  the  bill ;  which  mo- 
on ^was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  Vork,  and 
ipported  by  Mr.  Alston,  but  was  negatived  by 

uirge  majority. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
.me,  and  was  accordingly  read  a  third  time,  and 
assed. 

THANKS  TO  THE  SPEAKER. 

Mr.  FiNDLGY  mored  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  pre- 
snted  to  Lakobov  CaBTiSy  in  testimony  of  their  ap- 
robation  of  his  oondoct  in  dischargo  of  the  arduous 
nd  impoitaiit  duties  sssigned  him  whilst  in  the  Chair. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to;  and 
his  vote  havine  been  announced,  the  Speaker 
ddressed  the  House  as  follows: 

**  6z2rri.xx£2r :  I  sm  rery  sensible  of  the  honor  you 
iftTe  done  me  by  your  vote ;  but  I  am  much  more 
ceplj  afiected  by  the  kindness  of  whidi  it  is  an  evi- 
;ence — a  kindness  whieh  has  been  uniform,  and  whidi 
lone  could  have  sustained  me  in  times  and  under 
irciuoatanees  of  such  unusual  difficulty  and  embar- 
aasment  as  those  in  which  we  have  acted  together, 
llmoet  the  only  qualification  with  which  I  took  the 
?hair  was  a  determiaation  iaithfally»  impaitially>  and 
ndependeQtly  to  do  my  datT ;  almost  the  only  merit 
vhich  I  have  been  authorized  to  claim,  while  in  it,  has 
>een  that  of  a  lealous  endeavor  to  execute  that  deter- 
nination.  But  you,  in  the  partiality  of  your  kindness, 
lave  bestowed  on  these  poor  pretensions  the  highest 
szcellenoe.  Real  gratitude,  gentlemen,  is  not  eloquent ; 
[  can  only  say  I  thank  you — afiectionatel^  and  un- 
feignedly  I  thaiiik  you  t  May  God  bless  you  all,  and 
restore  you  speedily  and  happily  to  your  ftmilies  and 
yonr  homes  \" 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  PicKSRiMO  submitted  the  following  propo- 
sitions of  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  of  the 
United  States ;  which  were  readj  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Resohedf  by  the  Senate  and  HouH  of  R^prettntor 
iives  of  the  Unittd  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembied,  two'thirds  of  both  Houses  eoneurring  therer 
tn.  That  the  foUowmg  articles  be  proposed  to  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  States,  as  amendments  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  each  of  which, 
when  ratified  by  the  Legislaturies  of  three-fourths  of 
the  several  States,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  ani 
purposes  as  part  of  the  said  Cbnstittttion : 

Abticli  1.  Kepresentatiyes  and  direct  taxes  sha)l 
be  apportioned  among  the  several  States,  vriidi  maj 
be  induded  vnthin  thu  Union,  according  to  their  re- 
spective number  of  firee  peiaons,  including  these  bound 
to  serve  for  a  term  of  yean,  and  excluding  Indians 
not  taxed,  and  all  other  persons. 

Aar.  2.  No  new  State  shall  be  admitted  into  th^ 


Union  hj  Congress^  in  virtue  of  the  power  granted 
by  the  Uonstitution,  vrithont  tt^t  concurrence  of  twC^ 
thirds  of  both  Houses. 

Abt-  8.  Congress  shall  not  have  power  to  lay  any 
embargo  on  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  dtixens  of  the 
United  States  in  the  ports  or  harbors  thereof  for  more 
than  sixty  days. 

Abt.  4.  Congress  shall  not  have  power,  without  the 
eoncorrence  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses,  to  tateidict 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  any  fiureign  nation,  or  the  dependencies  thereof 

Abt.  6.  Congress  shall  not  make  or  declare  war,  or 
authorize  acts  of  hostility,  against  any  foreign  nation, 
without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses, 
except  such  acts  of  hostility  be  in  defence  of  the  Ter- 
ritories ef  the  United  States,  when  actually  invaded. 

Abt.  6.  No  person  who  shall  hereafter  be  natural- 
ized dial!  be  digible  as  a  member  of  the  Senate  or 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  tTnited  States,  noir 
capable  of  holding  any  civil  office  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States. 

Abt.  7.  The  same,  person  shall  nol^  be  elet^. Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  a  second  time ;  nor  shall 
the  President  be  elected  from  t^e  sakne  State  two 
terms  in  succession* 

•  •  •  ■         , 

COLLECTION  OF  DUTIE& 

Mr.  FiSKj  of  Verpiont,  n^oved  to  proceed  to 
the  considieration  of  the. bill  for  the  further  secu- 
rity of  the  coUection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage. 

M^r  PiTKiK.  DOLOved  that  tb^.  Housfe  now  pfo? 
cefid  to  the  orders  of  the  day.    Negativedi--^ 

tpio. 

The  qiuestipn  to  ppstpone  the  said  biU  ipdefi- 
j)itely  beinif  then  again  stated*— 

The  motion  was  supported  be  Mr.  Willum 
RBBD^f  Massachusetts,  to  whom  Mr.  Fias,  of 
New  York  replied. 

Mr.  Barhj^tt  than  observing  that  this  was  the 
last  day  of  the  session,  and  that  be  found  geatle- 
men  were  again  comonencing  discussion  on  this 
question,  required  the  previous  question* 

Tbia  call  was  supported  by  the  House,  by  a 
vote  of  57  to  42. 

The  Speaker  being  about  to  put  the  previooa 
question  in  the  usual  form — 

Mr.  Sheffet  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the 
table,  and  thereon  required  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative — Kor 
laying  it  on  the  table  47,  against  it  65,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Brigham»  Caperton,  Cillev,  Clopton,  Cox,  Colpeper, 
Davenp^  lay.  Farrow,  Uaston,  Geddes,  Orosvenor, 
Hale,  jSungerford,  Hulbert,  Kent  of  Maiyland,  King 
of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  WiUiam  Reed, 
Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Shefiey,  Sherwood, 
Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Stuart,  Sturges,  Tsggart,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
setts, Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery, 
Bamett,  Bines,  Brown,  Bnrwell,  Cannon,  GlendeniA, 
COTistock,  Condict,  Crawlbrd,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Psnnsylv'a,  Desha,  Dnvall,  Eppee, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Gholson,  Goo4- 
wyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawee, 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  numphreys,  Irwui, 
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Johnaon  of  Kentucky.  Kennedy,  Kerr,  KUboom,  Lef- 
ferU,  Lowndet,  Lyie,  MeCoy,  McKim,  Moore^  Newton, 
Om»by,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Fieaeante,  Rhea  of 
Tenneaaee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertaon,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Seybert,  Smith  of  Penmylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Troup,  Udree,  Wilson  of 
Peniisyhania,  and  Yancey. 

The  previous  question  was  then  taken,  in  the 
usual  form,  to  wit:  Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  put  ?  and  passed  in  the  affirmatiTe — yeas  66, 
nays  43. 

The  said  main  question  was  then  taken,  to  wit : 
Shall  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time?  and  passed 
in  the  aflfirm alive— yeas  66,  nays  48,  as  follows : 

YxAs — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave- 
ly,  Bomett,  Bines,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Calhoun, 
Clendenin,  Comstock,  Condict,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Eppcs,  Fisk  of  y«rmont,  Fisk  of  N.  Y.,  Ghol- 
■on,  Goodwyn,  Gonrdin,  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Has- 
bronck,  Hawes,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Irwin,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maiyland,  Ken>  Ker- 
shaw, Leflerts,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Murfree,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Plea- 
sants, Rhea  ofTennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir- 
ginia, Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Troup,  Udree,  Wil- 
son of  Pennsylvanb,  and  Yancey. 

Nats-— Messrs.  Baylies  of  MassachusetU,  Bigelow, 
Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Coz, 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Groavenor,  Hale,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hungerford, 
Hnlbeit,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Mose- 
ley,  Nelson,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter, 
WiUiam  Reed,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Shefisy, 
Sherwood,  Slaymaker,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Stuart,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Vose.  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcoz,  and  Winter. 

The  said  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  when 
a  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Kino,  of  Hassaehu- 
aetts,  to  recommit  the  bill  for  amendment,  which 
was  negatived.  The  question  was  then  taken, 
Shall  the  bill  passi  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Troup^  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  at  the  conference,  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
ments depending  to  tbe  bill  "  fixing  the  Military 
Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States,"  re- 
ported the  following  modifications : 

That  the  Senate  recede  firom  the  first  amendment 
proposed  to  the  bill ; 

That  in  lieu  of  the  second  amendment  proposed,  the 
Senate  agree  to  substitute  the  word  **  ten,  for  the 
word  **  fifteen ;" 

That  the  House  of  Representatives  recede  from  their 
disagreement  to  all  the  other  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Senate. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  mod- 
ifications. • 

Mr.  Robertson  said,  that  he  hoped  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  conference  would  be  agreed 
to.    He  had  voted  against  the  reduction  of  the 
Arm^r  to  six  thc^sand.    He  was  now  prepared  to  I 
sanction  a  much  larger  force.    Circumstances  | 


had  occurred  which  produced  considerable  efo 
on  his  opinions.    A  report  had    beea  aliodetf  tt 
in  debate,  which  merited  much  considerati'oo.  ft 
is  said  that  the  Floridas  had  been  ceded  bfSpiia 
to  Britain.    Britain  had  very  formMfprtHmed 
against  our  taking  possessioa  of  m  fsrt  of  the 
country  denominated  West  Florida.    He  bad  no 
doubt,  from  information  recently  recaid,  that 
an  attack  was  about  to  be  made  on  Mobie.  The 
enemy  were  building  barges  on  board  theii  lect, 
evidently  with  a  view  to  continue  theesdkt. 
He  had  no  apprehension  of  their  again  fissng 
New  Orleans ;  they  would  not  soon,  they  wsU 
never,  make  another  attempt  opon  that  citj.  B& 
believed  Mobile  was  the  object ;  tbey  would  k 
desirous  of  doing  something   to  break  their  &il: 
to  retrieve  the  expedition  from  utter  disgrace.  I: 
is  by  no  means  clear,  that  a  knowledge  of  tk 
treaty  would  arrest  their  designs.    He  had  us 
confidence  in  the  good  faith  of  finglaad.  He 
believed  that  war  still  raged  in  the  Somk.  fie 
had  said,  that  notwithstandiag  the  treaty,  it  «v 
probable  an  effort  would  be  made  to  seize  on  Wot 
Florida.    He  entertained  another  opiaioa  wbie 
he  would  express;  he  believed,  that,  had  tke£a- 

f;lish  succeeded  in  getting  possession  of  New  Ot- 
eans,  they  would  not  have  given  it  an;  bsttkey 
would  have  found  oat  some  pretext  nx  holdiBf 
it.  Why  was  the  acquisition  of  LioaisiaBa  iatro- 
duced  into  discussion  at  Ghent  1  What  eoeaex- 
ion  had  that  subject  with  any  question  of  coa- 
troversy  between  the  United  States  and  Saghad? 
It  had  reached  us  through  Tarious  chaaccfi,  tkat 
all  oflleeiB  necessary  for  the  eiril  govemacat  of 
the  countrv  had  accompanied  the  grand  expedi- 
tion. Perhaps  it  might  turn  oat,  on  expiaaatioa, 
that  many  important  steps  with  a  view  to  coa- 
quest  and  permanent  occupation,  had  been  taken 
after  the  determination  to  sign  the  tnmtf  h^d 
been  formed. 

Under  present  circumstances^  though  hostile  to 
a  large  army  in  time  of  pesce,  he  was  himself 
disposed  to  retain  a  larger  force  than  leu  thou- 
sand men ;  but  he  most  earnesdy  hoped  it  wonVd 
not  be  reduced  below  that  number. 

The  question  was  taken  to  concur  in  the  sec- 
ond modification,  to  wit:  That  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment  shall  consist  of  ^ten"  thousand 
men.  instead  of  "  fifteen"  thooaaad,  aa  pioposel 
by  tne  Senate;  and  it  passed  in  the  afllrmatlTe- 
yeas  70,  nays  38,  as  follows : 

TxAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andctson,  Iw- 
ry,  Bsjnett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Calhoun*  CleiideniB,Ct^ 
ton,  Comstock,  Crawlbrd,  Creighton,  Ovipepor,  Ca^ 
bert,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fat  ^ 
New  York,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholaon,  Goe^irTiu 
Oourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hall,  Hmwes,  Havkais. 
Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Jstee 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kessf 
Murland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Csrofa^ 
Lefllerts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  Montsar 
ry,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pickensb  Piper,  PletfA 
Rhea  ofTennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Rotes** 
Sage,  Seybert,  Smith  of  Penney Ivania^  Smith  ^^^ 
ginia.  Strong,  Stuart,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  TelfairJnvp* 
Wilson  oi  PennsyWania,  Winter*  and  Xaaiccj. 
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H.  or  R. 


Nats — Mesan.  Baylies  of  MaMachaiatta,  Bndbniy, 
3righaiD,  Burwell,  Ctperton,  Ctnnon,  Cilley,  Coz, 
^sTenport,  Desha,  Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Har- 
is,  HangorfordyKing  of  Massachusetts,  Loratt,  Macon, 
Irmsby.  Peaxaon,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  John  Reed,  Rag- 
les, Schareman,  Sharfs  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Stanford, 
UH^toD,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachu- 
Btts,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 

The  auestion  was  then  taken,  that  the  House 
ecede  trom  their  disagreement  to  so  macb  of  the 
mendments  of  the  Senate  as  proposes  to  strike 
ut  a  part  of  the  6th  and  the  whole  of  the  7cb 
nd  8th  sections  of  the  bill,  being  that  part  thereof 
vhich  allows  donations  in  land  to  disbanded  offi- 
:er8  and  soldiers,  as  is  proposed  in  the  third  mod- 
fication  recommended  by  the  conferees;  and 
>assed  in  the  affirmatiTe — yeas  57,  nays  55,  as 
bllows : 

Teas — Messrs.  Alexsnder,  Alston,  Bamett,  Baylies 
»f  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Bines,  Bradbury,  Brigham, 
Surwell,  Caperton,  Cannon,  Champion,  CUley,  Clop- 
on,  Coz,  Crawford,  Cuthbert,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
j^riffin,  Hale,  Hall,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hubbard, 
Humphreys,  Hulbert,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Liovett,  McCoy,  Montgomery,  Moselcy,  Ormsby,  Pear- 
ron,  Pickering,  Piper,  Pitkin,  John  Reed,  Ruggles, 
9chureman,  Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Hurges,  Taggsrt,  TannehilJ,  Taylor,  Vose,  Ward  of 
If  assachnsetts,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
if  assachusetts.  Winter,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anderson,  Areiy,  Bowen,  Calhoun, 
!!?omstock,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davis  of  Pennsylva- 
lia,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
iTermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Good- 
vyn,  Gouidin,  Grosvanor,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Blungerford,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of 
>foTth  CsTolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Macon,  McKim, 
Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Ridi,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage, 
:)harp.  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
3trong,  Telfidr,  Troup,  Udree,  and  Wilson  of  Penn- 
lylvania. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  recede  from 
their  disagreement  to  the  residue  of  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  as  proposed  in  the  third 
modification  recommended  by  the  conferees ;  and 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

CLOSING  BUSINESS. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^*  to  vest  more 
efiectually  in  the  State  Courts  and  in  the  District 
Courts  ot  the  United  States  jurisdiction  in  the 
cases  therein  mentioned,"  with  an  amendment  i 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  thia  House. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  **An 
act  to  authorize  the  payment  for  property^  lost, 
captured,  or  destroyed,  by  the  enemy,  while  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,"  with 
ameadments. 

The  amendments  were  read ;  and  a  motiou  was 


made  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  that  the  bill 
be  postponed  indefinitely;  which  was  determined 
in  the  negatiie. 

The  amendments  were  then  in  part  concurred 
in,  and  in  part  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  '*  for  the  relief  of  sun- 
dry persons  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  their  tools 
by  fire  at  the  Navy  Yard."  The  bill  was  report- 
ed without  amendment,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "making ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment for  the  year  1815,"  with  amendments; 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  amendments  were  read,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  the 
said  amendments,  agreed  to  the  same ;  and  they 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, *<  to  authorize  the  settlement  and  payment  of 
certain  claims  for  the  services  of  the  militia,"  be- 
ing called,  Mr.  Forstth  moved  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  said  bill,  and 
to  refer  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
instructions  to  report  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress the  amount  and  description  of  claims  for 
which  it  provides,  and  the  grounds  upon  which 
payment  has  been  refused  by  the  United  States. 

A  division  of  the  question  on  this  said  motion 
was  called  for ;  when  the  question  was  taken  on 
discharj;ing  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
passed  in  the  affirmative ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr, 
Kbba,  of  Tennessee,  the  bill,  together  with  the 
remaining  member  of  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
FoRBTTB,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sharp,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, jointly,  with  a  committee  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Senate,  to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  the  two 
Houses  are  now  ready  to  adjourn,  and  desire  to 
know  whether  he  has  any  further  communication 
to  make  to  them  during  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Sharp,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  of  the  approaching  recess  of  Con- 
gress, reported  that  they  had  performed  that  duty, 
and  that  the  President  answered  that  he  had  no 
further  communication  to  make  to  Congress  at 
the  present  session. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  having  completed  the  Legislative 
business  before  them,  are  now  ready  to  adjourn. 

Ordered^  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate, to  inform  them  that  this  House,  having  com- 
pleted the  business  before  them,  are  also  ready  to 
adjourn ;  and  that  the  Clerk  do  go  with  the  said 

message.  ^    ^       .. 

The  Clerk  having  went  with  the  said  message, 

and  beiny  returned,  the  Spbaker  adjourned  the 

House  nne  die. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL  JOURNAL 

Oftewch  proceeding9  of  the  Home  of  Representa* 
Uvea,  at  the  Third  Sewion  of  the  Thirttenth 
Ckmgre$$f  as,  vending  their  consideration^  were 
ordered  to  he  Kept  eecret^  but^  respeetinrvhich^ 
the  injunction  m  secrecy  ioas  afterwards  taken 
off"  by  order  of  the  House, 

Thorsdat,  Febraary  33, 1815. 

The  confidential  Message  of  the  President  of 
TBB  United  States,  commonieated  on  this  day, 
was  then  taken  up,  and  read,  as  follows,  riz: 

To  the  Senate  and  Houmc  of 

RepreaentativeM  of  the  United  States,' 

Cengress  will  have  teen,  by  the  eonunnnication  from 
the  Conral  General  of  the  United  States,  at  Algiers, 
laid  before  them  on  the  17th  of  November,  181S,  the 
hostile  proceedings  of  the  Dey  against  that  lonetion- 
aiy.  These  have  been  followed  by  acts  of  more  overt 
and  direct  warfore  against  the  dtisens  of  the  United 
States  trading  in  the  Medilenanean ;  some  of  whom 
are  still  detained  in  captivi^,  notwithstanding  the  at- 
tempts which  have  been  made  to  ransom  tlwm,  and 
are  treated  with  the  rigor  nsnal  on  the  coast  of  Bar- 
bary. 

The  oonsidentions  which  rendered  it  onneoassaiy 
and  unimportant  to  commence  hostile  operations  on 
the  part  of  Uie  United  States,  being  now  terminated 
bj  tne  peace  with  Great  Britain,  which  opens  the 
prospect  of  an  active  and  valaable  trads  of  their  dtixens 
within  the  range  of  the  Algerine  cruisers,  I  recommend 
to  Congress  the  expediency  of  an  act  declaring  the  ex- 
istence of  a  state  of  war  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Dey  of  Algiers;  and  of  such  proviaons  as  may  be 
requisite  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  it  to  a  success 
ftil  issue. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Wasbihotov,  Feb.  S8, 1615. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  communicatioD  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Wright  then  submitted  the  following  rea- 
olation : 

Reaohxd,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
be  instructed  to  inquire  of  the  President  the  ressons 
aasigned  by  the  Dey  of  Algiers  for  his  conduct  towards 
the  United  States. 

And  the  question  bein^  takett|  ''Will  the  House 
now  consider  the  resolution  t"  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 


Friday,  February  24. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  President's 
Message  of  yesterday,  reported  *'  a  bill  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
against  the  Algerine  cruisers;"  which  was  twice 
read. 

Mr.  Oaston  then  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  with  in- 
structions '*  to  iD(|uire  into  and  report,  in  detail, 
the  facts  upon  which  the  measure  contemplated 
by  the  bill  is  predicated." 

Mr.  Hall  then  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  in- 
definitely ;  and,  the  question  being  taken  thereon, 


it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  2L  uji 
108,  as  follows : 

Tkas — ^MessiB.  Alston,  Aveiy,  Butler,  Ccaitsii 
Crawford,  Croudi,  Davis  of  PeniMylvaBii^  Gnfisr 
Hall,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  I«yle,  Peaiess^  fipa,  Bea 
of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Pennajrl^aai^  teiW, 
Strong,  Tannehfll,  Wheaton,  'WUIiBiiia,  «i  WBns 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  AnderMm,  Bsibai^Bliy- 
lies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Bines,  Boo«,Bflyd, 
Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Calhooa,  Cohi, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Clopton,  Condict,  Goepsr.Qvi^ 
ton,  Culpeper,  CothbCTt,  Davenpoet,  De^  WoL 
Eppes,  Farrow,  Findlsy,  Fiak  of  VefmoB^Flktf 
New  York,  Fonyth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Geddo,  Gb- 
son*  Ooldsborough,  Gouxdin,  Grocrenor,  Hsk,  Hmi 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Henderaoa,  Bo|kiiis( 
Kentucky,  Hubbard,  Homphreja,  HongeriM,  It 
bert,  iadLson  of  Rhode  Island^Jacksnn  of  Tirgaa 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  Ma^land,  Kerr,  King  of  lCi» 
chusetts.  Law,  Lefierts,  Lovctt,  LowndieB,  Mscos,  Mi> 
kell,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Mooee,  Kosdej,  5e- 
son,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickering,  FfelcDs,  PStz. 
PleasanU,  John  Reed,  William  Raed,  Rbsa  of  To- 
nessee,  lUch,  Ringgold,  Roane,  RdbertsM,  Msg^ 
Sage,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Shatp,  SOicaey,  Sbenrisoii 
Shipherd,  Slaymakw,  Smith  of  Tirginis,  Stoeboa, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Taylor,  Tel&ir,  ThompMa^Tinpi 
Udree,  Voee,  Ward  of  Masearhiiaetta,  White, IPTilcn, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  Wood,  Vig^ 
and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Hall  then  moved  to  am^d  the  motka  oi 
Mr.  Qaston,  by  striking  out  the  words  'ileCoa- 
miitee  on  Foreign  RelatioDs,"  and  iaseniif.  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  words  *'  a  select  eommitiref  nd, 
the  question  being  takien  thereon,  it  passed  Ib  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Hawkins  then  moved  to  postpone  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  until  Moadsy  neiii 
which  was  determined  in  the  ncgic/re. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tfreeiog  to 
Mr.  Gastok'b  motion,  as  ameaded,  and  passed  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  79,  nap  42,  as  follows: 

YsAs— MessiB.  Alston,  Baylm  e€  Maassdnsctts, 
Bigelow,  Bowen,  B^d,  Bradhniy,  Bii|!haa,  Batkr, 
Gaperton,  Cannon,  Champion,  CIBsy,  Cloytoa,  Cas- 
diet.  Cooper,  Creighton,  Culpeper.  Daveuoit,  Dadu^ 
DnvalU  Ely,  Bppee,  Farrow,  FiBdlBy,  Fiikol  ^ei- 
of  New  York,  Gaston,  Golddboieo|^Gra- 


mont, 

venor.  Hale,  Hall,  Harris,  Haohronde,  HcndciMa 
Hungerford,  Hulbert,  Jai^son  of  Rhode  Island,  tsKt 
of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Cng  of  Maanachnaatis,  LaWrLrf- 
ferts,  Lovett,  Maoon,  Markell,  McKSbs,  Meoic,  Ikat- 
ley,  Ormsby,  Peazaon,  Pickeiii^,  Picfcens,  Mis. 
John  Reed,  WiHiam  Reed,  Ric£,  Ragglis,  8i«iv. 
Seybert,  Shafley,  Sherwood,  Shipheid,  Slaiaiiff* 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taylor,  Voee,  Wa^  ^ 
Massachusetts.  Wheatoo,  White»  Wiioox,  Wfitfv, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsftnn^ 
Winter,  Wood,  and  Wright 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Andoraan,  Avciy,  Be 
hour.  Bines,  Callumn,  Comstock,  Cron^  Ob^ 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Hawcs,  B^ 
kins,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  IngersoU,  Iwr^™,  Jidi* 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ky.,  Kennedy/Iaownda ^ 
Coy,  McLean,  Nelson,  Newton,  Piper*  PloasasSi^ 
of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ri]iggold,lMV* 
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^obeztson,  9age,  Sbtfp,  Smith  of  Virgima,  Strong, 
*azuieluJi,  Tel&ir»  Udroe,  and  Tancey. 

Ordered.  That  Messry.  Gastoii,  FoRerrB, 
Vard  of  Massachasetts,  Grosyenor,  Setbbrt, 
icKiM,  and  Newton,  be  the  said  committee. 


TuEBDAT,  Febraary  28. 

Mr.  Gaston,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
rhom  was  referred,  on  the  24th  instant,  the  bill 
>r  ^  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
?d  States  against  the  Algerine  cruisers,"  with 
Astructions  to  inquire  into,  and  report  in  detail. 
tie  facts  opon  which  the  measure  contemplated 
ly  the  bill  is  predicated,"  made. a  report  there- 
ipon ;  which  was  read.  The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  has  been  relened  the  bill 
'  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  agamst  the  Algerine  crniten,"  with  instructions 

0  inquire  and  report,  in  detail,  the  facts  upon  which 
he  measure  contemplated  by  the  bill  is  predicated, 
'eport: 

That,  in  the  month  of  July,  181S,  the  Dey  of  Algiers 
Aking  ofience,  or  pretending  to  take  oflence,  at  the 
[oantity  and  quality  of  a  shipment  of  military  stores, 
nade  by  the  United  States  in  pursuance  of  the  stipu- 
ation  in  the  Treaty  of  1796,  and,  relusing  to  reeeiTe 
he  stores,  extorted  from  the  American  Consul  Gene* 
al  at  Algien,  by  threats  of  personal  imprisonment, 
ind  of  re£icing  to  slavery  all  Americans  in  his  power, 

1  sum  of  money  claimed  as  arrearages  of  treaty  stipu- 
ations,  and  denied  by  the  United  States  to  be  due ; 
ind  then  compeUed  the  Consul,  and  all  citizens  of  the 
United  States  at  Algien,  abruptly  to  quit  his  do- 
minions. 

It  further  appears  to  the  committee,  that,  on  the 
25th  of  August  following,  the  American  brig  Edwin, 
9f  Salem,  owned  by  Nathaniel  Silsbee  of  that  place, 
while  on  a  voyage  from  Malta  to  Gibraltar,  was  taken 
by  an  Algerine  corsair,  and  carried  into  Algiers  as 
prize.    The  commander  of  the  brig,  Captain  George 
Campbell  Smith,  and  the  crew,  ten  in  number,  have 
ever  since  been  detained  in  captirity,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  of  them,  whose  release  has  been  effected 
nnder  eurcumstanoes  not  indicating  any  change  of  hos- 
tile temper  on  the  part  of  the  Dey.    It  also  appears 
that  a  vessel,  sailing  under  the  Spanish  flag,  has  been 
condemned  in  Algiers  as  laying  a  false  claim  to  that 
flag,  and  ccmcealing  her  true  American  character.    In 
this  vessel  was  taken  a  Mr.  Pollard,  who  claims  to  be 
an  American  citizen,  and  is  believed  to  be  of  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  and  who,  as  an  American  citizen,  is  kept  in 
captivity.   The  Government,  justly  solicitous  to  rdieve 
these  unfortunate  captives,  caused  an  agent  (whose 
connexion  with  the  Glovemment  was  not  disclosed)  to 
be  sent  to  Algiers,  with  the  means,  and  with  instruc- 
tions to  eflfeet  their  ransom,  if  it  could  be  done  at  a 
price  not  exceeding  three  tliousand  dollars  per  man. 
The  effi)rt  did  not  succeed,  because  of  the  Dey's  avow- 
ed policy  to  increase  the  number  of  his  American 
slaves,  in  order  to  be  able  to  compel  a  renewal  of  his 
Treaty  with  the  United  States  on  terms  suited  to  his 
rapaci^.  Captain  Smith,  Mr.  Pollard,  and  the  master 
of  the  Edwin,  are  not  confined,  nor  kept  at  hard  labor; 
but  the  rest  of  the  captives  are  subjected  to  the  well 
known  horrois  of  Algerine  slavery.    The  committee 
have  not  been  apprized  of  any  other  i^>eeiflc  outrages 
upon  the  persons  or  property  of  Amencan  citizens,  be- 


sides those  stated ;  and  they  apprehend  that  the  few- 
ness of  these  is  attributable  to  the  want  of  opportunity, 
and  not  of  inclination  in  the  Bey,  to  prey  upon  our 
commerce,  and  to  enslave  our  citizens.  The  wsr  with 
Britain  has  hitherto,  shot  the  Mediterranean  against 
American  vessels,  which  it  msy  be  presumed  will  new 
shortly  venture  upon  it. 

The  committee  are  all  of  opinion,  upon  the  evidence 
which  has  been  laid  before  them,  that  the  Dey  of  Al- 
giers considers  his  Treaty  with  the  United  States  as  at 
an  end,  and  i»  waging  war  against  them.  The  evi- 
dence upon  which  this  opinion  is  founded,  and  from 
which  are  extracted  the  facts  above  stated,  accompa- 
niea  this  report,  and  with  it  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  said  bill  being  then  amended,  by  prefixing 
the  following  preamble — 

**  Whereas  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  oo  the  coast  of  Bar- 
bery, has  commenced  a  predatory  irar&re' against  flie 
United  Sutes," 

Mr.  Golds BOBouQH  mbred .  farther  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting,  after  the  word  ^aforesaid," 
in  the  4tb  line  of  the  second  section,  the  follow- 
ing words: 

*<  If  the  Dey  of  Algiers  shall  not,  on  demand  by  an 
aeeredited  agent  of  ti^e  United  States,  duly  authwized 
for  that  purpose,  deliver  ud,  without  delay,  all  Amen* 
can  citiaeiis  who  may  be  detained  by  him  as  prisoners 
or  slaves^  and  return  to  a  state  of  amity  with  the  Uni- 
ted Statee,  by  a  treaty  of  peace." 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  47,  nays  9S,  m 

follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Bayfies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cil- 
ley,  Condict,  Cooper,  Davenport,  Ely,  Geddes,  Golds- 
borough,  Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Henderson,  Hun- 
geribrd,  Jackwn.of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law» 
Lovett,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Fiiekering,  Pitkin,  PoUer, 
John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Sheffey,  Slaymaker,  Stanford, 
Strong,  Stuart,  Sturgeo»  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ave- 

3',  Barbour,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bines,  Bowen,  Brown, 
urwell,  Calhoun,  Cannon,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Cox, 
Cieighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Desha,  Dnvall,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk 
of  Yeimont,  Fiik  of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Gaston,  Gholson,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hall, 
Hanson,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Ken- 
tucky, Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hulbert,  Irwin,  Jsck- 
son  of  Yirginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Ker- 
shaw, Kilboum,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts, 
Lowndes,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea^of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robert- 
son, Ssge,  Schureman,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sher- 
wood, Smith  of  New  Yorii,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Ybginia,  Stockton,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tel- 
fcir,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  MsssachusetU,  WUIiams, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Stawford  then  moved  to  amend  the  same 
section,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  *;  into,"  in  the 
7th  line,  the  word  "some,"  and  after  the  word 
''port,"  in  the  same  line,  the  words  '  ot  tbe  Uni- 
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ted  States  j"  which  motion  was  determlDed  iq  the 
nesaiire. 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  to  amend  the  same  section, 
by  inserting,  after  the  word  ^^of,"  in  the  tenth 
line,  the  word  "  maritime;"  which  was  also  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  taken  on  engrossing  the  bill, 
and  reading  it  a  third  time,  and  passed  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  94,  nays  32,  as  follows  : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Barboor,  Bay* 
lies  of  Masfaehnsetts,  Bines,  Bowen,  Bradbnry,  Bur- 
well,  Calhonn,  Cannon,  Champion,  Clopton,  Condict, 
Cox,  Creighton,  Cuthbeit,  Desha,  DutiII,  Eppes,  Far- 
row, Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fiik  of  New  York, 
Forsyth,  FrankUn,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gour- 
din,  Grosyenor,  Hale,  HsU,  Hairis,  HaabrondE,  Hawes, 
Hawkins,  Hopkins  of  Kentucky,  Hnbbard,  Humphreys, 
Httttgerford,  Hnlbert,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York, 
Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Lei&rts,  Lowndes,  Macon,  McCoy, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Oakley,  Orms- 
by,  Pickens,  Pleasants,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wm.  Reed, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring- 1 


gold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Rngglea,  Bage, 
Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Sheffisy,  SIkerwood, 
New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stoekion, 
nehill,  Taylor,  Telfiur,  Troop,  Udree,  Wud 
sechusetts,   Wilion  of    Pennaylvania., 
Yancey* 

Nats— Messrs.  Bard,  Bigelow,  Brighsa, 
CuMTton,  Cilley,  Constockt  CnKi^k,_pawsprt, 
of  Fennsyivanist  Ely,  Goldsboioogh, 
of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Pt 
Piper,  Pitkin,  Slaymaker,  Sntkith  of 
Stanford,  Strong,  Storges,  Taggmit»  T1iMi|M.VMe, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  'Wibmi  d  Imb* 
chttsetts. 

And  the  bill  having  been  enpoased.  wtsnd 
a  third  time,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  by  tbek^i 
of  Mr.  Gaston  and  Mr.  Forstxb. 


flfUji. 
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Tbursdat.  March  2. 
The  bill  ''  for  the  proteetioo  of  the  eommcrtt 
of  the  United  States  againat  the  Algerine  crw 
ers,"  was  returned  from  the  Senate,  they  kaTiii 
passed  it  without  amendment.  And  the  iBju^ 
tion  of  secrecy  was  removed. 
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TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  CONGRESS. 

[THIRD  8E88I0N.] 

OMFRISmO  THS  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOCUMEIiTS  ORIGINATING  DURING  THAT  CON- 

ORE88,  AND  THE  PUBUC  ACTS  PASSED  BY  IT. 


GREAT  BRITAIN— RETALIATION. 

7ommuiiicmtod  to  Ooogresf,  the  26th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1814.] 

b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Repreeentatives  of  the  United  States  : 
I  transmit  to  Coogress,  for  their  inforination, 
>pies  of  a  letter  from  Admiral  Cochrane,  eom- 
andinff  His  Britannic  Majesty's  naval  forces  on 
e  American  station,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
ith  bis  answer,  and  a  reply  from  Admiral  Goch- 
ne. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Septbmbbr  26, 1814. 


ice  Admirml  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
His  Britannic  Majestt's  sbip  tbb 

TONNANT,  PaTUZBNT  RivER, 

August  18, 1814. 

Sib  :  Having  been  called  upon  by  the  Qovernor 
eneral  of  the  Canadas  to  aid  him  in  carrying 
to  effect  measures  of  retaliation  against  the  in- 
ibitants  of  the  United  States  for  the  wanton 
isiruction  committed  by  their  army  in  Upper 
anada,  it  has  become  imperiously  my  duty,  con- 
rcnably  with  the  nature  of  the  Ckivernor  Qen- 
al's  application,  to  issue  to  the  naval  force  un- 
*T  my  command,  an  order  to  destroy  and  lay 
asle  such  towns  and  districts  upon  the  coast  as 
lay  be  found  assailable. 

I  bad  hoped  that  this  contest  would  have  ter* 
lioated  without  my  being  obliged  to  resort  to 
!  verities  which  are  contrary  to  the  usage  of  civil- 
;ed  warfare,  and  as  it  has  been  with  extreme  re- 
ictance  and  concern  that  I  have  found  myself 
>inpelled  to  adopt  this  system  of  devastation,  I 
lall  be  equally  gratified  if  the  conduct  of  the 
xecutive  of  the  United  States  will  authorize  my 
aying  such  proceedings,  by  making  reparation 
»  the  suffering  inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada, 
lereby  manifesting  that,  if  the  destructive  mea- 
ires  pursued  by  their  army  were  ever  saoctioned, 
,ey  will  no  longer  be  permitted  by  the  Govern- 
ent.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ALBX.  COCHRANE, 
Vice  Admiral,  Commander^  f  c 

Hon.  Jambs  Monrob, 

13th  Con.  3d  Ssbs. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  Vice  Admi- 
ral, dfce. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  State, 

September  6,  1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
letter  of  the  18th  of  August,  stating  that,  having 
been  called  on  by  the  Governor  General  of  the 
Canadas,  to  aid  him  in  carrying  intoefl^t  meas- 
ures of  retaliation  against  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  Slates  for  the  wanton  desolation  commit- 
ted by  their  army  in  Upper  Canada,  it  has  be- 
come your  duty,  conformably  with  the  nature 
of  the  Gtoveroor  General's  application,  to  issue 
to  the  naval  force  under  your  command  an 
order  to  destroy  and  lay  waste  such  towns  and 
districts  upon  the  coast  as  may  be  found  assail- 
able. 

It  is  seen,  with  the  greatest  surprise,  that  this 
system  of  devastation,  which  has  been  practised 
by  the  British  forces,  so  manifestly  contrary  to 
the  usage  of  civilized  warfare,  is  placed  by  yoa 
on  the  ground  of  retaliation.  No  sooner  were  the 
United  States  compelled  to  resort  to  war  against 
Great  Briuin,  than  they  resolved  to  wage  it  in  a 
manner  most  consonant  to  the  principles  of  hu- 
manity, and  to  those  friendly  relations  which  it 
was  desirable  to  preserve  between  the  two  na- 
tions after  the  restoration  of  peace.  They  per- 
ceived, however,  with  the  deepest  regret,  that  a 
spirit,  alike  just  and  humane,  was  neither  cher- 
ished nor  acted  on  by  your  Government.  Such 
an  assertion  would  not  be  hazarded  if  it  was  not 
supported  by  facts,  the  proof  of  which  has,  per- 
hajM,  already  carried  the  same  conviction  to  other 
nations  that  it  has  to  the  people  of  these  States. 
Without  dwelling  on  the  deplorable  cruelties 
committed  by  the  savages  in  the  British  ranks, 
and  in  British  pay,  at  the  river  Raisin,  which,  to 
this  day,  has  never  been  disavowed  or  atoned  for, 
I  refer,  as  more  immediately  connected  with  the 
subject  of  your  letter,  to  the  wanton  desolation 
that  was  committed  at  Havre-de-Grace  and  at 
Georgetown,  early  in  the  Spring  of  1813.  These 
villages  were  burnt  and  ravaged  by  the  naval 
forces  of  Great  Britain,  (o  the  ruin  of  their  un- 
armed inhabitants,  who  saw^  with  astonishment, 
that  they  derived  no  protection  to  ih«ir  property 
from  the  lawa  of  war.    During  the  same  season, 


1283 


APPENDIX. 


m 


RelaHom  %nih  Great 


•oenes  of  ioTuion  aod  pillage,  carried  oo  under 
the  same  authority,  were  witnessed  all  along  the 
waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  to  an  eitent  inflicting 
the  most  serious  private  distress,  and  under  cir- 
cumstances that  justified  the  suspicion  that  re- 
Tenge  and  cupidity,  rather  than  the  manly  mo- 
tives that  should  mclale  the  hostility  of  a  high- 
minded  foe,  led  to  their  perpetration.  The  late 
destruction  of  the  houses  of  the  Government  in 
this  city  is  another  act  which  comes  occessarily 
into  view.  In  the  wars  of  modern  Europe,  no 
example  of  the  kind,  even  among  nations  the  most 
hostile  to  each  other,  can  be  traced.  In  the  course 
of  ten  years  past,  the  capitals  of  the  prioeipal 
Powers  of  the  continent  of  Europe  have  been 
conquered,  and  occupied  alternately  by  the  victo- 
rious armies  of  each  other,  and  no  instance  of  such 
wanton  and  unjustifiable  destruction  has  been 
seen.   We  must  go  back  to  distant  and  barbarous 

3^s  to  find  a  parallel  for  the  acu  of  which  I  com- 
ain. 

Althoiqrb  these  acts  of  desolation  invited,  if 
they  did  not  impose  on  the  €k>vernment  the  ne- 
eessity  of  retaliation,  yet  in  no  instance  has  it  been 
aathoriaed. 

The  burning  of  the  village  of  Newark  in  Up* 
per  Canada,  posterior  to  the  early  outrages  above 
enumerated,  was  not  executed  on  that  principles 
The  village  of  Newark  adjoined  Fort  Qeoige, 
and  its  destruction  was  justified  by  the  officers 
who  ordered  it,  on  the  ground  that  it  beeame  ne- 
cessary in  the  military  operations  there.  The 
act,  however,  was  disavowed  by  the  Giovernmeat. 
The  burning  which  took  place  at  Long  Point  was 
unauthorized  by  the  Government,  and  the  conduct 
of  the  officer  subjected  to  the  investigation  of  a 
military  tribunal.  For  the  burning  at  Sl  Da* 
vid's,  committed  by  stragglers,  the  officer  who 
commanded  in  that  quarter  was  dismissed,  with- 
out a  trial,  for  not  preventingit. 

I  am  commanded  by  the  President  distinctly 
to  stat&  that  it  as  little  comports  with  any  orders 
which  nave  been  issued  to  the  military  and  na- 
val eommanders  of  the  United  States,  as  it  doct 
with  the  established  and  known  huHianity  of  the 
American  nation,  to  pursue  a  system  which  it 
appears  you  have  adopted.  This  Government 
owes  it  to  itself,  to  the  principles  which  it  has 
ever  held  sacred,  to  disavow,  as  justly  chari^ble 
to  it,  any  such  wanton,  cruel,  and  unjustifiable 
warfare. 

Whatever  unauthorized  irregularities  OMiy  have 
been  committed  by  any  of  iu  troops,  it  wotild 
have  been  ready,  acting  on  these  pnndplea  of 
aacred  and  eternal  obligation,  to  disavow,  aad,  as 
far  as  might  be  practicable,  to  repair.  But,  in 
the  plan  of  desolating  warfare  which  your  letter 
ao  explicitly  makes  known,  and  which  is  attempt- 
ed to  be  excused  on  a  plea  so  utterlv  groundless, 
the  President  perceives  a  spirit  or  deep-rooted 
hostility,  which,  without  the  evidence  of  such 
fiiets,  he  could  not  have  believed  existed,  or  would 
have  been  carried  to  such  an  extremity. 

For  the  reparation  of  injuries,  of  whatever  na- 
Inre  they  may  be,  not  aanctioned  by  the  law  of 
Batioas,  which  the  military  and  naval  force  of 


either  Power  may  have  committed  sgsiasi  a 
other,  this  Government  will  always  be  raff : 
enter  into  reciprocal  arrang^ements.  h  is  p- 
sumed  that  your  Qoverniii«nt  will  tiaiker  ex- 
pect nor  propose  any  which  are  not  ndpnoL 

Should  your  Grovernnftent  adhere  a  ispfen 
of  desolation,  so  contrary  to  the  Tien  u^  prac- 
tice of  the  United  States,  so  revd&it  to  bo- 
manity,  and  repugnant  to  the  seaiiaaii  tsd 
usages  of  the  civilized  world,  whilst  aiill  be 
seen  with  the  deepest  regr«C,  it  must  uiiSibe 
met  with  a  determination  and  consnaq  »a- 
ing  a  free  people  contending'  in  a  jostcmfsr 
their  essential  rights  and  dearest  iatereHL 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc 

JAMES  MONROL 

Sir  Alexamdeb  CocnaAire, 

Vice  Admiral,  Gnnmaauier,^ 


Vice  Admiiml  Sir  Alexander  Cocfarsae  to  Kc  IIbi 
Hia  BatTANHic  Majb8tt'8  ship 

TONNAIIT,  IN  THB  CaESAnAU. 

September  23,  ISii 

Sta:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yosrk 
ter  of  the  6th  instant  this  BM>raina  k  nfifii 
the  one  which  I  addressed  to  yoa  ma  ikrt* 
tuxenL 

As  I  have  no  authority  from  my  Gorenaa: 
tQ  enter  upon  anjr  kind  of  discossioa  ididrt  tc 
the  points  cootatned  ia  your  letter,  I  Urr  osif 
to  regret  that  there  does  not  appear  if  be  isf 
hope  that  I  shall  be  authorized  to  miilaf !«' 
eral  order ;  which  has  been  forther  ttsetioeed  bf 
a  subsequent  request  from  Lieoteasit  Gcaenl 
Sir  Gkorge  Prevost. 

A  copy  of  your  letter  will  this  day  be  forwariei 
by  me  to  Saglaad,  and,  nntii  I  leeerve  mvk- 
tions  from  my  Gk>verDaieat,  t^  mntertf  wbid 
I  have  adoptdd  most  be  pcniiiirffn  nnfrrr  rema- 
neration  be  made  to  the  lahaAiiaaisaf  i^e  Caoa* 
das  for  the  injuries  they  harviosiaiacd  from  the 
outrages  committed  by  the  tieop  of  the  Halted 
States. 

1  have  the  honor  to  he,  yoart,  dK. 

ALRX.  COCHRANE, 
Vice  AdminMl,  Cbauaaader^fc 

Hon.  James  MoMaoa. 


GKEAT  BRfTAIN. 

[Communicated  to  Concuss,  October  10th tai'^^ 
and  December  1,  1914.] 

7h  ike  Senate  and  Bmue  of 

Rqtreeentativee ef  ike  United  Siata: 

I  lav  before  Congress  comnaaaieatioai  hp^* 
ceived  from  the  Plenipoteatiarles  of  theXs^ 
States  charged  with  n^otiatin^  peace  wiikue^ 
Britain,  showing  the  conditions  on  wbkhi^ 
that  Qovernmeat  is  willing  to  pat  an  esi'*** 
war. 

The  instiQctioos  to  those  Pieoipoei^^ 
discloeiag  the  grounds  on  whieli  thej<"<^^. 
thorized  to  negotiate  and  conclnde  aatf!  ^ 
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>eace^  will  be  the  subjeet  of  «iioth4*r  cdminuDi< 
atioo. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Washinoton,  October  10, 1814 


b  the  Senate  and  Houee  bf 

Represeniativee  of  the  United  States  .* 
I  now  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  the  in« 
ructions  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United 
lates  charged  with  negotiating  a  peace  with 
freat  Britain,  as  referred  to  in  my  message  of 
le  lOtb  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
"WASHiNOToif,  October  14, 1814. 


lo  the  Senate  and  House  Qf 

R^esenUUivea  qf  the  United  States .' 

I  transmit  for  the  information  of  Congress  the 
3iiimunications  last  received  from  the  Ministers 
•xtraordinary  and  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
states  at  Ghent,  explaining  the  coarse  and  actual 
Late  of  their  negotiations  with  the  Plenipoten- 
iaries  of  Great  Britain. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

Dbcemukvl  1, 1814. 

T.  Monroe^  SeiveCazy  of  States  to  the  Plempoten- 
tiariesof  the  United  States  for  treating  of  peace  with 
GiTeat  Britain. 

Dbpabtmbnt  or  Statb,  AprU  15, 1813. 

Gentlbmen  :  I  bad  the  honor,  on  the  — —  ul« 
mo,  to  receive  from  Mr.  Adams  two  letttra^one 
»aring  date  90th  September,  the  other  on  the 
rth  October  last,  communicating  the  orertnre 
r  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  promote  peace  by 
is  friendly  mediation  between  the  United  States 
id  Great  Britain.  On  the  day  following,  Mr. 
^sehko^  the  Russian  Minister,  made  a  similar 
>iiamanieation  to  this  Department.  The  sub*> 
!ct  has,  in  eonseqaenee,  been  duly  considered, 
ad  I  have  now  to  make  known  to  vou  the  result. 

The  President  has  not  hesitated  to  accept  the 
lediation  of  Rasaia.  and  he  hidulges  a  strong 
ope  chat  it  will  proauce  the  desired  effect.  It  is 
ot  known  that  Great  Britain  has  acceded  to  the 
roposition,  but  it  is  presumed  that  she  will  not 
eciine  it.  The  President  thought  It  improper 
>  postpone  his  decision  ootil  he  should  hear  t£ 
lat  of  the  British  Gbvernment.  Sincereir  dc- 
iroas  of  peace,  he  has  been  willing  to  avail  nlra- 
slf  of  every  op|>ortunity  which  might  tend  to 
remote  it,  on  jost  and  honorable  conditions, 
ad  in  accepting  this  overture  he  has  been  par- 
cuiarly  gratified  to  evince,  by  the  manner  of  it, 
le  distinguished  consideration  which  the  United 
tates  entertain  for  the  Emperor  Alexander, 
bould  the  British  Government  accept  the  medi- 
tion,  the  negotiation  to  which  it  leads  will  be 
eld  at  St.  Petersburg.    The  President  commits 

to  yon,  for  which  a  commission  is  enclosed, 
ad  he  has  appointed  Mr.  Harris  secretary  of  the 
lission. 

The  impressment  of  our  seamen  and  illegal 
lockades,  as  exemplified  more  particularly  in  the 
kdert  in  Council,  were  the  principal  caosee  of 


the  wAr.  Had  not  Great  Briuin  persevered  ob« 
stinately  in  the  violation  of  these  important  righta. 
the  war  would  not  have  been  declared.  It  will 
cease  as  soon  as  these  rights  are  respected. 
The  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Russell  to  the 
British  Government  immediately  after  the  war, 
and  the  answer  fftven  b^  this  Department  to  Ad«> 
miral  Warren's  Tetter  since,  show  the  ground  on 
which  the  United  States  were  willing  to  adjust 
the  controversy  relative  to  impressment. 

This  has  been*  further  evinckl  by  a  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  an  act  of  Congress  passed 
in  consequence  of  that  report.  By  these  docu- 
ments you  will  see  that,  to  accommodate  this 
important  difference,  the  United  States  are  dis- 
posed to  exclude  British  seamen  altogether  from 
the  American  service.  This  beinff  effectually 
done,  the  British  GoTernment  can  nave  no  pre- 
text for  the  practice.  How  shall  it  be  done? 
By  restraints  to  be  impoeed  by  each  nation  on 
the  naturalization  of  the  seamen  of  the  other,  ex* 
eluding,  at  the  same  time,  all  others  not  nata*> 
n^llEed  ?  Or  shall  the  right  of  each  nation  t6 
naturalise  the  seamen  of  the  other  be  prohibited, 
and  each  exclude  from  iu  service  the  natives  of 
the  other  ?  Whatever  the  rule  is.  it  ought  to  be 
reciprocal.  If  Great  Britain  is  allowed  to  nata^ 
ralize  American  seamen,  the  United  States  shonM 
enjoy  the  same  privilege.  If  it  is  demanded  that 
the  united  States  shall  exclude  from  their  service 
all  native  British  snbjeets^  a  like  exdntion  of 
American  citizens  from  the  British  service  ought 
to  be  reciprocated.  The  mode  also  should  be 
common  to  both  countries.  Each  should  be  at 
liberty  to  give  the  same  facilities,  or  be  bound  to 
impose  the  same  restraints  that  the  other  does. 
The  President  is  willing  to  agree  to  either  alter^ 
native,  and  to  carry  it  into  effect  by  the  moat 
eligible  regulntions  that  can  be  devised. 

u  the  first  alternative  is  adopted,  the  extent  of 
the  proposed  exclusion  will  depend  on  the  im* 
pediments  to  naturalisation,  on  the  efficacy  of 
the  regulations  to  prevent  imposition,  and  the 
fidelity  of  their  execution.  The  greater  the  difll- 
culty  in  acquiring  the  right  of  citizenship,  the 
eaaiei^  will  it  be  to  avoid  imposition,  and  the  more 
complete  the  desired  exclusion.  The  law  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress  relative  to  seamen  proves 
how  sincerely  desirous  the  Legislative  as  well 
as  Executive  branch  of  oor  Gravernment  is,  to 
adjust  this  controversy,  on  conditions  which 
may  be  satisfactory  to  Great  Britain.  Bv  that 
law  it  is  made  indispensable  for  everjr  British 
subject  who  may  hereafter  become  a  citizen,  to 
reside  &y9  years,  without  intermission,  within 
the  United  States,  and  so  many  guards  are  im- 
posed to  prevent  frauds,  that  it  seems  to  be  im- 
possible that  they  should  be  eluded.  No  British 
subject  can  be  employed  in  a  public  or  private 
ship  of  the  United  States,  unless  he  produces  to 
the  commander,  in  the  one  instance,  and  to  the 
collector,  in  the  other,  a  certified  copy  of  the  act 
by  which  he  became  naturalized.  A  list  of  the 
crew,  in  the  case  of  a  private  ship,  must  be  taken, 
certified  and  recorded  by  the  collector,  and  the 
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eoDtals  or  commereul  ag^ts  of  Great  Britain 
may  object  to  any  seamen,  and  attend  the  iovea- 
tigatioD.  The  eommander  of  a  public  ship  re* 
ceiTing  a  person  not  duly  qualified,  shall  forfeit 
a  thousand  dollars,  and  the  commander  or  owner 
of  a  private  ship,  knowing  thereof,  fire  hundred 
dollars,  to  be  recbrered  in  any  action  of  debL  one* 
half  to  the  informer,  and  one*half  to  the  United 
States.  It  is  also  made  penal,  punishable  as  a 
felony  by  imprisonment  and  labor  from  three  to 
fife  years,  or  by  fine  from  five  hundred  to  one 
thousand  dollars,  for  any  person  to  forge  or  coun- 
terfeit, or  to  pass  or  use  any  forged  or  counter- 
feited certificate  of  citizenship,  or  to  sell  or  dis- 
pose of  one. 

It  may  fairly  be  presumed,  that,  if  this  law 
should  be  carried  into  efiect,  it  would  exclude  all 
British  seamen  from  our  service. 

By  requiring  five  years  continued  residence  in 
the  united  States,  as  the  condition  of  citizenship, 
few  if  any  British  seamen  would  ever  take  ad- 
Tantageofit.  Such  as  had  left  Great  Britain, 
and  had  resided  five  years  in  this  country,  would 
be  likely  to  abandon  the  sea  forever.  And  by 
snaking  it  the  duty  of  the  commanders  of  our 
public,  and  of  the  collectors  in  the  case  of  private 
ships,  to  require  an  authenticated  copy  from  the 
clerk  of  the  court,  before  which  a  British  subject, 
who  offered  his  service,  had  been  naturalized,  as 
indispensable  to  bis  admission,  and  highly  penal 
in  either  to  take  a  pencon  not  duly  qualified,  and 
by  allowing  also  British  agents  to  object  to  any 
one  offering  his  service,  and  to  prosecute  by  suit 
the  commander  or  collector,  as  the  case  might 
be,  for  receiving  an  improper  person,  it  seems  to 
be  impossible  that  such  should  be  received. 

If  toe  second  alternative  is  adopted,  that  is,  if 
all  native  British  subjects  are  to  be  hereafter  ex- 
cluded from  our  service,  it  is  important  that  the 
stipulation  providing  for  it  should  operate  so  as 
not  to  affect  those  who  have  been  already  natu- 
ralized. By  our  law,  all  the  rights  of  natives  are 
given  to  naturalized  citizens,  it  is  contended  by 
some  that  these  complete  rights  do  not  extend 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States;  that,  in 
naturalizing  a  foreigner,  no  State  can  absolve  him 
from  the  obligation  which  he  owes  to  his  former 
Government,  and  that  he  becomes  a  citizen  in  a 
qualified  sense  only.  This  doctrine,  if  true  in 
any  case,  is  less  applicable  to  the  United  States 
than  to  any  other  Power.  Expatriation  seems 
to  be  a  natural  right,  and,  by  the  original  charac- 
ter of  our  institutions,  founded  by  compact  on 
principle,  and  particularly  by  the  unqualified  in- 
Testment  of  the  adopted  citizen  with  the  full 
rightsofthenative,all  that  the  United  Statescould 
do,  to  place  him  on  the  same  footing,  has  been 
done.  In  point  of  interest,  the  object  is  of  little 
importance  to  either  party.  The  number  to  be 
affected  by  the  stipulation  is  inconsiderable ;  nor 
can  that  be  a  cause  of  surprise,  when  the  charac- 
ter of  that  class  of  men  is  considered.  It  rarely 
happens  that  a  seaman,  who  settles  on  a  farm, 
or  engages  in  a  trade,  and  pursues  it  for  any 
length  of  time,  returns  to  sea.  His  youthful 
days  are  exhausted  in  his  first  occupation.    He 


leaves  it  with  rcsrcty  asd  ada|slB  aaother,  eiilff 
in  eoasequence  of  marriage,  of  diacase^omai 
asylum  for  oM  age. 

To  a  stipolatioo  which  aliall  cypcmr^rai^Kec- 
ively  only,  the  same  objeetioii  does  wtap^j,  U 
naturalizing  foreigners,  the  On  tied  &iin  mtf 
prescribe  the  limit  to  which  their  pmiieies  cfeall 
extend.  If  it  is  made  a  conditloa  tkiioBatiTe 
British  subject,  who  may  heremfter  beoMadt- 
izen,  shall  tte  employed  in  cMir  poUic  vfhntc 
ships,  their  exclusion  will  violate  do  ri{k  Tkoic 
who  might  become  citizens  afterwards  wail  re- 
quire the  righCysabieet  to  that  eooditioa,saivaBU 
be  bound  by  it.  To  such  a  sdp«ilatii»,  the  Pn- 
dent  is  willing  to  assent,  ad ihoii^  he  wooldaia 
prefer  the  alternative  ot  restfainu  on  attonlo- 
tion ;  and,  to  prevent  frauds,  aad  to  esrrf  K 
same  fully  into  effect,  yoa  are  aothorizedtoaifif 
all  the  restraints  and  checks,  irith  the  Beeesnr 
modifications,  to  suit  the  cases  that  are  pror^ 
in  the  act  above  recited,  relatire  to  seaseB,fi 
the  purposes  of  that  acL 

In  requiring  that  the  stipalation  to  exclaft 
British  seamen  from  our  service,  with  them 
lations  for  carrying  it  into  effect,  be  wnde  n6- 
procal,  the  President  desires  that  yoi  oah  t 
provision,  authorizing  the  United  Sut«i.ifiber 
should  be  so  disposed,  to  dispease  with  be  obli- 
ntioos  imposed  by  it  oa  Americas  eidzeas. 
The  liberal  spirit  of  our  Groreromeot  aod  ian 
is  unfriendly  to  restraints  oa  oor  eitaeasj^ck 
at  least,  as  are  imposed  on  British  ssbfecii.  from 
becoming  members  of  other  societies  This  has 
been  shown  in  the  law  of  the  last  scssoa,  relaiirc 
to  seamen,  to  which  yoor  particnlar  attefitieahas 
been  already  drawn.  This  provisioa  oiay  Uk^ 
wise  be  reciprocated  if  desired. 

The  President  is  not  particnlarfjr  so^tcitosi 
that  either  of  these  alteroaiives  (makiag  the  pro- 
posed reservation  in  case  the  Jarrer  &e)  should  be 
preferred.  To  secure  the  Uaited  States  against 
impressment  he  is  wilUng  to  adopt  either.  He 
expects  in  return,  that  a  elmr  and  distinct  provi- 
sion shall  be  made  agaiasi  the  praciice.  Tlic 
precise  form  in  which  it  may  be  done  is  not  is- 
sisted  on,  provided  the  import  b  explieiL  All 
that  is  required  is,  that,  in  coasideratioa  of  the 
act  to  be  performed  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Stales,  the  British  Ooveraiaeot  shall  supnlan 
in  some  adequate  manner,  to  termiaaie  or  fx- 
bear  the  practice  of  impressment  from  AaKrieaa 
vessels. 

It  has  been  suggested,  as  aa  expedient  niaie 
for  the  adjustment  of  this  cuntroTersy,  ihstBni* 
ish  cruisers  should  have  a  ri^ht  to  seared  e^' 
vessels  for  British  seamen,  but  thai  the  tasBMA- 
ders  thereof  should  be  subjected  to  pesaliio 
in  case  they  made  mistakes,  and  took  froai^ 
American  citizens.  By  this  the  British  Gorf^ 
ment  would  acquire  the  ri^hc  of  search  fort* 
men,  with  that  of  iiDpressio|r  from  oor  R>^ 
the  subjects  of  all  other  Powers*  It  wilt  b*'"* 
cape  your  attention  that,  by  admitting  t^ff^^ 
in  any  case,  we  give  op  the  principle,  ati^^^ 
the  door  open  to  everv  kind  of  abose.  Tkesatn* 
objeatioa  as  applicable  to  any  and  evert  o^ 
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Dement  which  withholds  the  respect  doe  to 
ir  flag,  by  not  allowing  it  to  protect  the  crew 
iliDg  ander  it. 

If  the  first  ahernatiTe  should  be  adopted,  it  will 
How  that  none  of  the  British  seamen  who  may 
in  the  United  States  at  the  time  the  treaty 
kes  efiect,  and  who  shall  not  hare  become  eiti- 
ns,  will  be  admitted  into  oar  serrice  until  they 
qaire  that  right. 

ir  the  second  is  adopted,  the  number  of  native 
ritish  seamen,  who  have  been  naturalized,  and 
ill  be  admissible  into  our  serFiee,  will  not,  it  is 
lieyedp  exceed  a  few  hundred;  all  others  who 
ay  be  m  the  United  States  at  the  time  the  treatj 
kes  effect,  or  who  may  arrive  aAerwards,  will 
i  excluded. 

As  a  necessary  incident  to  an  adjustment  on 
e  principle  of  either  alternative,  it  is  expected 
I  at  all  American  seamen,  who  have  been  im- 
ressed,  will  be  discharged,  and  that  those  who 
tyre  been  naturalized,  under  the  British  laws^  by 
^xupulsive  service,  will  be  permitted  to  with- 
>aw. 

I  have  to  repeat  that  the  great  object  which 
>o  have  to  secure,  in  regard  to  impressment,  is, 
at  oar  flag  shall  protect  the  crew,  and,  providing 
r  this  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  that  you  are 
itfaorized  to  secure  Great  Britain  effectually 
^iQst  the  employment  of  her  seamen  in  the  ser- 
ce  of  the  United  States.  This^  it  is  believed, 
oald  be  done  bv  the  adoption  of  either  the  above 
ternatives,  and  the  application  to  that  which 
ay  be  adopted,  of  the  checks  contained  in  the 
w  of  the  last  session,  relative  to  seamen ;  in  aid 
'  ^which  it  will  alwavs  be  in  the  power  of  Great 
ritain  to  make  regulations  operating  in  her  own 
>rts  with  a  view  to  the  same  effect.  To  termi- 
ate,  however,  this  controversy,  in  a  manner 
.tisfactorv  to  both  parties,  the  President  is  will- 
g^  should  other  checks  be  suggested  as  likely 
I  be  more  effectual,  consists t  with  the  spirit  of 
ir  Constitution,  that  you  should  adopt  them. 
be  strong  feature  of  the  first  alternative,  which 
athorizes  the  naturalization  of  seamen,  requires 
leir  continued  residence  in  the  United  States 
»r  five  years,  as  indispensable  to  the  attainment 
r  that  riffht.  In  ease  this  alternative  be  adopted, 
le  President  is  willing,  for  example,  to  secure  a 
snnpliance  with  that  condition,  to  make  it  the 
aty  of  each  alien,  who  may  be  desirous  to  be- 
Dtne  a  citizen,  to  appear  in  court  every  year,  fur 
&e  term  of  five  years,  until  his  right  shall  be 
otnpleted.  This  example  is  given,  not  as  a  limi- 
ition,  but  as  an  illustration  of  your  power;  for 
>  the  exclusion  of  British  seamen  from  our  ser- 
ice  no  repugnance  is  felt.  To  such  exclusion 
tie  amicable  adjustment  of  this  controversy  with 
2-reat  Britain  affords  a  strong  motive,  but  not  the 
nly  one.  It  is  a  growing  sentiment  in  the  Uni- 
ed  States  that  they  ought  to  depend  on  their 
-wn  population  for  the  supply  of^tbeir  ships  of 
rar  and  merchant  service.  Experience  has  shown 
dat  it  is  an  abundant  resource.  In  expressing 
bis  sentiment  you  will  do  it  in  a  manner  to  in- 
pire  more  fully  a  confidence  that  the  arraogfc 
aent  which  you  may  enter  into  will  be  carried 


faithfully  into  effect,  without  derogating,  how- 
ever, from  the  conciliatory  spirit  of  the  accom- 
modation. 

A  strong  desire  has  heretofore  been  expressed 
by  the  British  Gbvemment  to  obtain  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  an  arrangement  to  prevent  the  deser- 
tion of  British  seamen  when  in  our  ports,  and  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  a  stipulation  to  that  effect 
would  be  highly  satisfactory  as  well  as  useful  to 
Great  Britain.  It  is  fairly  to  be  presumed  that 
it,  alone,  would  afford  to  the  British  Government 
a  strong  inducement  to  enter  into  a  satisfactory 
arrangement  of  the  difference  rela'ting  to  im- 
pressment. The  claim  is  not  inadmissible,  espe- 
cially  as  the  United  States  have  a  reciprocal  in- 
terest in  the  restoration  of  deserters  from  Ameri- 
can vessels  in  British  ports;  yon  may,  thereforCi 
agree  to  an  article,  such  as  has  been  heretofore 
authorized  by  the  United  States,  which  shall 
make  it  the  duty  of  each  partv  to  deliver  them  up. 

Of  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  be  exempts 
from  the  degrading  practice  of  impressment^  so 
much  has  been  alreadv  said,  and  with  such  ability, 
that  itf  would  be  useless,  especially  to  you,  who 
are  otherwise  so  well  acquainted  with  it,  to  dilate 
on  its  merits.  I  must  observe,  however,  that  the 
practice  is  utterly  repugnant  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions ;  that  it  is  supported  by  no  treaty  with  any 
nation  ;  that  it  was  never  acquiesced  in  by  any ; 
and  that  a  submission  to  it  by  the  United  States 
would  be  the  abandonment,  in  favor  of  Great 
Britain^  of  all  claim  to  neutral  rights,  and  of  all 
other  rights  on  the  ocean. 

This  practice  is  not  founded  on  any  belligerent 
right.  The  greatest  extent  to  which  the  belli- 
gerent claim  has  been  carried,  over  the  vessels  of 
neutral  nations,  is,  to  board  and  take  from  them 
persons  in  the  land  and  sea  service  of  an  enemy, 
contraband  of  war,  and  enemy's  property.  Ail 
nations  agree  respecting  the  two  first  articles,  but 
there  has  been  and  stillexists  a  diversity  of  opin- 
ion as  to  the  last.  On  that  and  other  questions 
of  considerable  importance,  disputes  have  arisen 
which  are  yet  unsettled.  The  Empress  Oathe- 
rine,  of  Russia,  a  distinffuished  advocate  of  just 
principles,  placed  herself,  in  1780,  at  the  head  of 
neutral  nations,  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction 
of  their  rights,  and  her  successors  have  generally 
followed  her  example.  In  all  the  discussions  on 
these  topics,  we  find  nothing  of  the  British  claim 
to  impressment ;  no  acknowledgment  of  it  in  any 
treaty,  or  proof  of  submission  to  it  by  an^  Power. 
If  instances  have  occurred  in  which  British  cruis- 
ers have  taken  British  seamen  from  the  vessels  of 
other  nations,  they  were,  as  it  is  presumed,  in 
cases  either  not  acquiesced  in,  or  of  an  extraor- 
dinary nature  only,  affording  no  countenance  to 
their  practice  and  pretension  in  relation  to  the 
United  States.  Cases  of  this  kind,  if  such  there 
be,  afford  no  proof  of  a  systematic  claim  in  the 
British  Government  to  impressment,  or  of  sub- 
mission to  it  by  other  Powers.  This  claim  haa 
been  set  up  against  the  United  States  only,  who 
have,  in  consequence  thereof,  been  compelled  to 
discuss  its  merits. 

The  claim  is,  in  fact,  traced  to  another  source, 
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the  Allegknce  due  b^  British  tiibjects  to  tJbeir 
Sovereign,  and  his  right,  by  Tirtue  thereof,  to 
their  service.  This  hts  been  distinctly  stated  in 
a  kte  declaration  by  the  Prince  RegenL  Know- 
ing the  nature  of  the  claim,  we  Enow  also  the 
extent  of  the  right  and  obligations  incident  to  it 
Allegiance  is  a  political  relation  between  a  sov- 
ereicn  and  his  people.  It  is  the  obligation  which 
binos  the  latter  in  return  for  the  protection  which 
they  receiye.  These  reciprocal  duties  have  the 
same  limit.  Thev  are  confined  to  the  dominions 
of  the  sovereign,  beyond  which  he  hae  no  rights, 
can  aiSbrd  no  protection,  and  of  course  can  claim 
no  allegiance.  A  citizen  or  subject  of  one  Power, 
entering  the  dominions  of  another,  owes  allegi- 
ance to  the  latter  in  retorn  for  the  protection  he 
recrives.  Whether  a  sovereign  has  a  right  to 
claim  the  service  of  such  of  his  subjects  as  have 
left  his  own  dominions,  is  a  question  respecting 
which  also  a  difference  of  opinion  may  exist.  It 
is  certain  that  no  sovereign  has  a  right  to  pursue 
his  subjects  into  the  territories  of  another,  be  the 
motive  for  it  what  it  may.  Such  an  eatrv.  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  other  Power,  wouIq  be  a 
Tiolatioa  of  its  territory,  and  an  act  of  hostility. 
Offenders,  even  conspirators,  cannot  be  pursued 
by  one  Power  into  the  territory  of  another,  nor 
are  they  delivered  u^  by  the  latter,  except  in 
compliance  with  treaties,  or  by  iavor.  That  the 
Tesselbi  of  a  nation  are  considered  a  part  of  iu 
territory,  with  the  exception  of  the  belligerent 
sight  only,  ia  a  principle  too  well  established  to 
be  brought  into  discussion.  Each  StaU  has  ex- 
olusive  jurisdiction  over  its  own  vessels.  Its  laws 
govern  in  thenL  and  offences  against  those  lavra 
are  punishable  by  its  tribunals  only.  The  flag  of 
a  nation  protects  everythinff  sailing  under  it  in 
time  of  peace,  and  in  time  of  war  likewise,  with 
the  exception  of  the  belligerent  rights  growing 
out  of  the  war*  An  entry  on  board  the  vessels  of 
one  Power  by  the  cruisers  of  another,  in  any  other 
case,  and  the  exercise  of  any  other  authority  over 
them,  is  a  violation  of  right,  and  an  act  of  hos- 
tility. 

The  British  Government,  aware  of  the  truth 
of  this  doouine,  hae  endeavored  to  avoid  its  con- 
sequences in  the  late  declaration  of  the  Prince 
Regenu  It  has  not  contended  that  British  cruis- 
ers nave  a  right  to  pursue  and  search  our  vessels 
for  British  seamen.  It  asserts  only  that  they 
have  a  right  to  search  them  for  other  objects,  and 
being  on  board  for  a  lawful  cause,  and  finding 
British  seamen  there,  that  they  have  a  right  to 
impress  and  bring  them  away,  ui^der  the  claim  of 
allegii^oce.  When  we  see  a  systematic  pursuit 
of  our  vessels  by  British  cruisers,  and  the  im- 
pressment of  seamen  from  them,  not  at  a  port  of 
the  enemy,  where  a  resular  blockade  has  been 
instituted,  and  by  the  blockadiqg  squadron,  but 
in  every  part  of  tne  ocean,  on  our  coast,  and  even 
in  our  harbors,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  im- 
pressment is  not  the  real  motive^  and  the  other 
the  pretext  for  it.  But,  to  place  thts  argument  of 
the  british  Government  on  the  strongest  ground, 
let  it  be  admitted  that  the  entry  was  lawful,  is  it 
so  to  commit  an  act  not  warranted  by  the  pur- 


pose for  which  the  entry  wnus  immdc  7    There  ii% 
levity  in  this  argumeat  which  neither  saiti  tk 
parties  nor  the  subject.     The    British  Gofcra- 
ment  founds  its  right  of  iaaprcasnieitihaiasr 
ships  on  that  of  allegianee,  which  iss^emaoesi 
rignt,  equally  appliMible  to  peace  «b4  ■ar.   Tbe 
rttht  of  impressment,  therefore,  froe  tWrsMds 
of  other  Powers  must  likewise  be  pcnucsi,  ssd 
equally  applicable  to  peace  and  wax.  livpsJd 
not,  however,  take  this  broad  ^oand,WA^  in- 
justice and  extravagance  of  the  preteaaanifht 
excite  the  astonishment  and  indtgrmLtiea  d  wer 
Powers,  to  whom  it  woald  be  eqaally  apiU^ 
To  claim  it  as  a  belligeMot  right  wcmld  hsveka 
equally  UJ^ust  and  ahsord^  as  no  trace  of  ites^ 
be  found  in  the  belligerent  code.    TheBmai 
Government  was  thermre  reduced  to  a  verje^ 
barrassing  dilemma.    To  acknowledge  tb^i 
could  not  support  the  claim  on  either  priBoys 
would  be  to  relinquish  it,  and  yet  it  could  reija 
neither.    It  endeavored  to  draw  some  9ii  uia 
both.    A  state  of  war  exists  vvhioh  brings  tbeys- 
ties  together.  Great  Britain  as  a  belligcreoi,asi 
the  United  States  a^  a  neutral  Power.   Boat 
officers  have  now  a  right  to  board  and  sats^ 
American  vessels,  but  lor  what?    Penessis  i^ 
service  of  an  enemy^  contraband  of  wir.  or  en- 
emy's property?  Thts  wnold  not  aoconpiiUUks 
end.    it  is,  however,  the  utmost  limit  of  che  WUi- 
gerent  righL    Allegiance,  which  is  an  aorilnte  of 
sovereignty,  comes  to  her  aid  and  eonaMsksia 
all  the  necessary  power.    The  natioosieksfsctQ 
of  the  neutral  vessel  ceases.     The  eomfku  rigki 
of  sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  over  it  is  trsas- 
ferred  to  Ureat  Britain.    It  is  oa  this  fiakB^abaa 
that  the  British  Government    has  laiieA  tin 
monstroQs  superstructurt.    It  iM  with  this  kisd 
of  argument  that  it  attempts  to  justify  iu  piu- 
tice  oT impressment  from  onr  wetaelB. 

The  remark  contained  in  the  deebnuoa  of 
the  Prince  Regent,*  that,  ia  inprewag  British 
seamen  from  American  vctseli,  Great  Britaia  ex* 
ercised  no  right  which  riw  was  not  wiUiag  to 
acknowledge  as  appertatmsg  equally  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  with  tcspeci  to 
American  seamen  ia  British  merchant  shijH) 
proves  only  that  the  British  Government  is  coo- 
aciuus  of  the  justice  of  the  claim,  and  dcsiroos  of 


giving  to  it  such  aid  as  may  be  derived  froa  a 
plausible  argument.    The  semUanee  of  eqoiUty, 
however,  in  this  proposition,  whieh  strikes  st  itk 
view,  disappears  on  a  fair  examination.    It  is  at- 
fair,  first,  because  it  is  impossible  for  the  Uftitt4 
States  to  take  advantage  of  iL    Impressmcsta 
not  an  American  practice,  bat  utterly  repagaaat 
to  our  Coiutitution  and  laws.    In  oflerinr  (sie* 
ciprocate  it  nothing  was  ojBTered,  as  theBnnsh 
Government  well  knew.    It  is  unfair,  secoedlT. 
because  if  impressment  was  allowable,  a  Tttijto^ 
cation  of  the  practice  would  be  no  eqai^lesii^ 
the  United  Slates.    The  exercise  of  a  nfb* 
common,  at  seat  by  two  national  each  owe» 
vessels  of  the  other,  the  one  powerful  si^^ 
other  comparatively  weak,  would  he  to  ptf  ^ 
latter  completely  at  the  mercy  of  the  ^m^* 
Great  Britain,  with  her  vast  aavy,  wodi  «Q* 


m^ 


APPDNDJX 


12M 


RebOioBsv&k  Qnat  BrUtwL 


M  the  only  party  whieh  made  imprettment. 
The  Uoited  States  woald  be  eompelled  to  abstain 
rom  it,  and  either  to  submit  to  the  British  rule, 
vitb  all  the  abases  ioeideet  to  power,  or  to  resist 
t.    Bat  shoold  the  Uoited  States  be  permitted 

0  make  Im  pressmen t  from  British  vessels,  the 
Sect  would  be  uaequaU  Qreat  Britain  has,  per* 
aps,  tbiny  ships  of  war  at  sea  to  one  of  the  Unl- 
ed  States,  and  woald  profit  of  the  arrangement 

1  that  proportion.  Besides,  impressment  is  a 
iractice  incident  to  war^^in  which  view,  like- 
rise,  the  ineqaality  is  not  less  glaring,  she  being 
t  least  thirty  years  at  war  to  one  of  the  United 
States.  Other  considerations  prere  that  the  Brit- 
sh  Qovernment  made  this  acknowledgment  mere- 
y  as  a  pretext  to  justify  its  practice  of  impress^ 
nent,  without  intending  that  the  right  or  prao* 
ice  should  ever  be  reciprocated.  What  would 
«  the  effect  of  its  adomion  by  American  ships 
f  war  with  British  merchant  vessels?  An  Ameri- 
an  officer  boards  a  British  merchant  vessel,  and 
laims,  as  American  citizens,  whom  he  pleases, 
iow  many  British  seamen  would  disclaim  a  title 
vhich  would  take  them  to  the  United  States, 
md  secure  them  there  all  the  advantages  of  citi* 
enship  7  The  rule  of  evidence,  as  the  ground 
f  impressment  in  every  instance,  must  likewise 
e  reciprocated  biitweeu  the  two  Gtovernin^enta. 
The  acKnowiedgment  of  the  men  woald  sorely 
«  a  better  fHrooTof  their  national  character  than 
he  decision  of  a  British  officer  who  boarded  an 
Imerioan  vessel,  however  impartial  he  might  be^ 
nd  strong  his  power  of  discrimination,  when 
ipposed  by  the  voluntary  and  solemn  declaration 
>f  the  party.  In  this  way  we  might  draw  from 
he  British  service  the  greater  part,  if  not  all 
heir  seamen.  I  might  further  ask,  why  was  this 
acknowledgment  made  at  this  late  period,  for  the 
irst  time  only,  after  the  declaration  of  war,  and 
ivheD,  on  that  account,  it  coald  produce  no  effect  ? 
n  the  various  discussions  of,  this  subject,  in  many 
)f  which  it  has  been  demanded  whether  the 
British  Government  would  tolerate  such  a  prac- 
ice  from  American  ships  of  war,  no  such  inti* 
nation  vras  ever  given. 

If  Great  Britain  had  found  the  employment  of 
ler  seamen  in  our  service  iogurious  to  her,  and 
>een  disposed  to  respect  our  rights,  the  regular 
course  of  proceeding  would  have  been  for  her 
Government  to  have  complained  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  of  the  injury,  and  to 
bave  proposed  a  remedy.  Had  this  been  done, 
ind  no  reasonable  remedy  been  adopted,  sound 
in  principle  and  reciprocal  in  its  operation,  the 
British  Government  might  have  had  some  cause 
3f  complaint,  and  some  plea  for  taking  the  ren^- 
edy  into  its  own  hands.  Such  a  procedure  woald, 
it  least,  have  given  to  its  claim  of  impressment 
the  greatest  plausibility.  We  know  that  such 
complaint  was  never  made,  except  in  defence  of 
the  practice  of  impressment,  and  that,  in  the 
meantime,  the  practice  has  gone  on,  and  grown 
into  a  usaige,  which,  with  all  its  abuses,  had  re- 
»iatance  been  longer  delayed,  might  have  become 
a  law.  The  origin  and  progress  of  this  usarpa- 
tion  afford  strong  illastraitOBs  of  the  British 


policy.  The  practice  and  the  claim  begatt  i»- 
gether,  soon  after  the  dose  of  oar  Revolatiooary 
war,  and  were  applicable  to  deserters  only.  They 
extended  next  to  all  Britirii  seamen;  then  to  all 
j&itish  subjects,  including,  as  in  the  case  off 
emigranu  from  Ireland^  persons  who  would  noC 
have  been  subject  to   impressment  in  British 

Sorts,  not  being  seafaring  men;  and.  finally,  u^ 
iwedesj  Danes,  and  others,  known  to  oe  not  Brit* 
ish  subjecu.  and  by  their  proceoUons  appearing- 
to  be  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Other  views  may  be  taken  of  the  subject,  to 
show  the  unlawfulness  and  absurdity  of  the  Brit*- 
ish  claim.  If  British  cruisers  have  a  right  to 
take  British  seamen  from  our  vessels,  without  re- 
garding the  abuses  inseparable  from  the  practical, 
they  may  take  from  them,  on  the  same  principle, 
and  with  much  greater  reason,  every  species  of 
property  to  which  the  British  Qovernment  haa 
any  kind  of  claim.  Allegiance  cannot  gire  to  a 
sovereign  a  better  right  to  take  his  subjects  than 
ownerdip  to  take  his  property.  There  wooid  be 
no  limit  to  this  pretension  or  its  coosequeneaa. 
All  property  forfeited  by  exportation,  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  every  article  to  whieh 
her  sovereignty,  jurisdiction,  or  ownership  would 
extend,  in  British  vessels,  would  be  liable  to  seiz- 
ore  in  those  of  the  United  States.  The  laws  of 
Bogland  would  be  executory  in  them.  Instead 
of  beiag  a  part  of  the  American,  they  wooid  ha* 
come  a  part  of  the  British  territory. 

It  might  naturally  be  expected  that  Great  Brit* 
ain  would  have  given,  by  ner  condnet,  some  sap^ 
port  to  her  pretensions;  that,  if  she  had  not  di» 
claimed  altogether  the  principle  of  naturaliaa* 
tion,  she  would  at  least  have  excluded  from  het 
service  foreign  seamen.  Her  conduct,  however^ 
has  been  altogether  at  variance  with  her  precepts. 
She  has  given  ffreat  faciliiv  to  naturalizatioa,  in 
all  instances  where  it  could  advance  her  interesi, 
and  peculiar  encouragement  to  that  of  foreign 
seamen.  She  naturalizes  by  special  act  of  Paiv 
linment ;  she  naturalizes  all  persons  who  resida 
a  certain  term  of  years  in  British  colonies,  all 
those  who  are  born  of  British  subjects  in  foreign 
dominions,  and  all  seamen  who  have  served  a 
certain  short  term  in  the  British  service,  and 
would  doubtless  protect  all  such  as  British  sub- 
jects, if  required  by  them  so  to  do.  Her  Gov^ 
ernors  of  neighboring  provinces  are,  at  this  tiiM 
compelling  emigrants  thither  from  the  United 
States  to  bear  arms  against  the  United  States. 

The  mediation  offered  by  Russia  presents  to 
Great  Briuin,  as  well  as  to  the  United  States,  a 
fair  opportuniu  of  accommodating  thiscontrovany 
with  honor.  The  interposition  of  so  distinguished 
a  Power,  friendly  to  both  parties,  could  not  be 
declined  by  either,  on  just  ground,  especially  by 
Great  Britain,  between  whom  and  Russia  there 
exists  at  this  time  a  very  interesting  relatioa. 
When  the  British  Ministers  are  made  acquainted 
at  St.  Petersburg,  with  the  conditions  on  which 
yoo  are  authorized  to  adjust  this  difference,  it 
seems  as  if  it  would  be  impossible  for  Grant  Brit- 
ain to  decline  them.  Should  she  do  it,  still  ad^ 
hering  to  her  former  pretensions,  her  motive  could 
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BOl  be  mUnodentood.  The  cause  of  the  United 
States  woold  theDceforward  become  the  common 
-eaase  of  nations.  A  coneesnion  by  them  would 
-operate  to  the  disadTantage  of  every  other  Power. 
They  would  all  find,  in  the  conduct  of  Qreat 
Britain,  an  unequivocal  determination  to  destroy 
the  rights  of  other  flags,  and  to  usurp  the  absolute 
dominion  of  the  ocean.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that 
<he  British  Government  will  find  it  neither  for 
the  honor  nor  interest  of  Great  Britain  to  push 
things  to  that  extremity,  but  will  have  accepted 
this  mediation,  and  have  sent  a  Minister  or  Min- 
isters to  St.  Petersborjr  with  full  powers  to  adjust 
the  controversy  on  fair  and  Just  conditions. 

Should  improper  impressions  have  been  taken 
of  the  probable  consequences  of  the  war,  you 
will  have  ample  means  to  remove  them.  It  is 
certain,  that  from  its  prosecution  Great  Britain 
can  promise  to  herselr  no  advantage,  while  she 
exposes  herself  to  great  expenses  and  to  the  dan- 

eit  of  still  greater  losses.  The  people  of  the 
nited  States,  accustomed  to  the  indulgence  of  a 
loDff  peace,  roused  bv  the  causes  and  the  progress 
of  the  war^  are  rapidly  acquiring  military  habits 
and  becommg  a  military  people.  Our  knowledge 
in  naval  tactics  has  increased,  as  has  our  maritime 
strength.  The  gallantry  and  success  of  our  little 
Navy  have  formed  an  epoch  in  naval  history. 
The  laurels  which  these  brave  men  have  gained, 
not  for  themselves,  but  for  their  country,  from  an 
enemy  pre-eminent  in  naval  exploits,  for  ages 
past,  are  among  the  proudest  boasts  of  their  grate- 
ful and  affectionate  fellow-citizens.  Our  manu- 
factures have  taken  an  astounding  growth.  In 
short,  in  every  circumstance,  in  which  the  war 
is  felt,  its  pressure  tends  evidently  to  unite  our 
people,  to  draw  out  our  resourcef,  to  invigorate 
our  means,  and  to  make  us  more  truly  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  and,  as  far  as  may  be  necessary, 
a  mat  maritime  Power. 

If  the  British  Government  accepts  the  media- 
tion of  Russia,  with  a  sincere  desire  to  restore  a 
good  intelligence  between  the  two  countries,  it 
may  be  presumed  that  a  fair  opportunity  will  be 
afforded  for  the  arrangement  of  many  other  im- 
portant interests,  with  advantage  to  both  parties. 
The  adjustment  of  the  controversy  relating  to 
impressment  only,  though  very  important,  woold 
leave  much  unnnished.  Almost  every  neutral 
right  has  been  violated ;  and  its  violation  persis- 
ted in  to  the  moment  that  war  was  declared.  The 
President  sincerely  desires,  and  it  is  doubtless  for 
the  interest  of  Great  Britain,  to  prevent  the  like 
in  future.  The  interposition  of  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  to  promote  an  accommodation  of  these 
differences  is  deemed  particularly  auspicious. 
rConfidential  paragraph  No.  1,  omitted.] 
A  strong  hope  is,  therefore,  entertained  that  full 
powers  will  be  ffiven  to  the  British  Commission* 
.ars  to  arrange  ali  these  grounds  of  controversy  in 
a  satisfactory  manner.  In  entering  on  this  inter- 
esting part  of  your  duty,  the  first  object  which 
will  claim  vour  attention  is  that  of  blocxade.  The 
violation  of  our  neutral  right  by  illegal  blockades, 
carried  to  an  enormous  extent,  by  Orders  in  (Coun- 
cil, was  a  principal  cause  of  the  war.    These 


orders,  however,  and  with  Ibem  the  bloebd^cf 
May,  1806,  and,  »9  is'ondentood,  til  other  ill(|i; 
blockades,  have  been  repealed,  so  thtt  liui  tm 
of  war  has  been  removed.  All  thst  it  Dovopm- 
ed  Uf  that  the  British  Government  will  nitek 
a  more  precise  definition  of  blockade u^iitb 
no  difficulty  is  anticipated,  for  barag khnd 
that  no  blockade  would  be  leesl,  wfai^  ns  m 
supported  bv  an  adequate  force,  loi  i^t  tbe 
blockades  which  it  might  institute  sbooMkn^ 
ported  by  an  adecioate  force,  there  apfOBtg  be, 
according  to  the  just  interpretatioo  of  tbexisi^ 
no  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject 

The  British  Government  has  recestij,  it m 
formal  acts,  given  definitions  of  bloekade,eiikt 
of  which  would  be  satisfactory.  Tbclintiittk 
seen  in  the  communication  froD  Mr.HmyB 
this  Department, bearing  dateoB  (be  12ih of  Apti 
1804.  The  following  are  the  eiRamsttBca  fr 
tending  it.  Commodore  Hood,  the  eoomu^ 
of  a  British  squadron  in  the  West  lodiesjiDW 
having  declared  the  islands  of  Mtrtioiqix  ui 
Guadaloupe  in  a  state  of  blockide,  wiilMHit  im- 
plying an  adequate  force  to  maiotsio  it,(lieS«' 
retary  of  State  remonstrated  sgiiDsttheilic^litj 
of  the  measure,  which  remoostrtoce  ns  m 
before  the  Lords  Commissiooenof  theA^siwTi 
in  England,  who  replied  that  thef  W  int 
**  orders  not  to  consider  any  bloetadeoTtMR 
islands  as  existing  unless  in  respect  of  ptmcBis 
ports,  which  might  beaetasUyinmtedjtodtM 
not  to  capture  vessels,  bound  to  suck  V^^ 
they  shall  preriously  have  been  wincii  oor » 
enter  them.''  The  second  definidon  is  nke/oud 
In  a  convention  between  Gnat  Briniiu^^u- 
sia,  in  June,  1801,  fourth  seelioo,  tkirf  w««»^ 
which  declares,  <«  that,  in  order  todetWDiDe »» 
characterises  a  blockaded  port^tbitdeDOoiMMi 
is  given  only  to  a  port  where  tbew^  W"; 
position  of  the  Power  whichM^H^Jl^^ 
stationary  or  sufficiently  neir,iieijrf«fl^;"|" 
in  entering."  The  Presideotiiw^'l^/lf^ 
to  adopt  either  of  these  defisitiMJi^r^. 
the  first,  as  much  more  pwe*"****™!^* *« 
and  when  it  is  considered  i^«^«^T'nI; 
criterion  by  so  formal  »n»«^^'*?  L(bc 
Governments,  it  cannot  be  piwoaw  »■ 
British  Government  will  object  to  the  ffj«^ 
it.  Nothing  is  more  natural,  tft^tj^^""^^ 
which  have  taken  place  between  the  two  cwr 
tries,  on  this  and  other  subjects,  iMin««P 
from  this  criterion  by  Great  Britiio,  wrj^ 
which  are  admitted  by  her  no  lo^ger^ » 
than  that  they  should,  on  theiwtorstioB«|r; 
understanding,  recur  to  it  affsin.  ow 
rence  would  be  the  more  satisfsetorr  to  u«^ 

ident,  as  it  woold  afford  a  pwo^  ^' '  ,1C*^ 
in  the  British  Government,  not«mp»;ww^ 
misea  difference,  but  to  re^esisWisbsineertp 
ship  between  the  two  nations.  .  ^ 

An  interference  with  our  commerce  J^  ^ 
enemy  colonies  and  their  parent  cououy- 
among  the  first  violations  of  our  Deowujr; 

committed  by  Great  Briuin  laJf^J^iiTe 
with  Prance.  It  took  place  in  1806,  didj^n 
injury  and  produced  univeisal  excit«»^ 
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ecurjog  ua  agtinst  a  repetition  of  it,  yoa  will 
ttend '  to  ao  article  of  the  eonventioD  between 

Cassia  aod  Great  Britain,  entered  into  on  the 

ay  of  ,  1801|  to  the  eleveoth  article  of  the 
roject  of  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain  that  was 
goed  by  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney,  on  the 
ist  December,  1806,  and  to  the  inttmetions  from 
lis  Department  relating  to  that  article,  of  the 
)th  May,  1807.  The  capture,  by  Great  Britain, 
'almost  all  the  islands  of  ner  enemies,  diminishes 
le  importance  of  any  regulation  of  this  subject ; 
at,  as  they  may  be  restored  by  a  treaty  of  peace, 

merits  particular  attention.  It  being  under- 
;ood,  however,  that  unless  such  a  trade  can  be 
btained,  in  a  proper  extent,  and  without  a  relin- 
uishment  of  the  principle  contended  for  by  the 
Inited  States,  it  will  be  best  that  the  treaty  be 
ilent  on  the  subject. 

A  disposition  has  been  shown  by  the  British 
Government  to  extend  this  principle  so  far  as  to 
ihibit  a  trade  to  neutrals,  even  between  a  Power 
t  peace  with  Great  Britain  and  her  enemy ;  as, 
)r  example,  between  China  and  France.  The 
bsurdity  of  this  pretension  may  prevent  its  being 
ereafter  advanced.  It  will  not,  however,  be  un- 
worthy of  your  attention. 

By  an  order  of  the  British  Gh>veroment  in  1803. 
kitish  cruisers  were  authorized  to  take  neutral 
essels,  laden  with  innocent  articles,  on  their  re* 
arn  from  an  enemy's  port,  on  the  pretence  that 
iey  had  carried  to  sucn  port  contraband  of  war. 
?his  order  is  directly  repugnant  to  the  law  of 
ations,  as  the  circumstance  of  having  contra* 
and  articles  on  board, bound  to  an  enemy's  port, 
)  the  only  legal  ground  of  seizure.  The  claim 
ras  relinquished  by  the  Britisit  Government, 
a  the  ninth  article  of  the  project  above  recited, 
rou  will  endeavor  in  like  manner  to  provide 
gainst  it.  It  is  the  practice  of  British  cruisers 
3  compel  the  commanders  of  neutral  vessels 
rhich  they  meet  at  sea,  either  to  board  them  in 
•erson  with  their  papers,  or  to  send  their  papers 
n  board  in  their  own  boat  by  an  officer.  The 
Q justice  and  irregularity  of  this  procedure  need 
lot  be  mentioned.  You  will  endeavor  to  suppress 
t  in  the  manner  proposed  in  the  third  article  of  a 
project  communicated  to  Mr.  Monroe  at  London, 
n  his  instructions  of  the  5th  of  January,  1804. 
f  ou  will  endeavor  likewise  to  restrict  contraband 
»f  war,  as  much  as  is  in  jomi  power,  to  the  list 
lontained  in  the  fourth  article  of  that  project. 

The  pretensions  of  Great  Britain  to  interdict 
he  passage  of  neutral  vessels,  with  their  cargoes, 
rom  one  port  to  another  port  of  the  enemy,  is  il- 
egal  and  very  injurious  to  the  commerce  of  neu- 
ral Powers.  Siill  more  unjustifiable  is  the  at- 
empt  to  interdict  their  passage  from  one  port  of 
me  independent  nation  to  that  of  another,  on  the 
)retence  that  they  are  both  enemies.  You  will 
sndeavor  to  obtam,  in  both  instances,  a  security 
or  the  neutral  right. 

Upon  the  whole  subject  I  have  to  observe,  that 
rour  first  duty  will  be  to  conclude  a  peace  with 
3reat  Britain,  and  that  you  are  authorized  to  do 
t,  in  case  you  obtain  a  satisfactory  stipulation 
igainst  impressments,  one  which  shall  secure, 


under  our  flag,  protection  to  the  crew.  The  man- 
ner in  which  it  may  be  done  has  been  already 
stated,  with  the  reciprocal  stipulations  which  you 
may  enter  into  to  secure  Great  Britain  against  the 
injury  of  which  she  complains.  If  this  encroach- 
meat  of  Great  Britain  is  not  provided  against,  the 
United  States  have  appealed  to  arms  in  vain.  If 
your  efforts  to  accomplish  it  should  fail^  all  fur- 
ther ne^tiations  will  cease,  and  you  will  return 
home  without  delay.  It  \%  possible  that  some  dif- 
ficulty may  occur  in  arrans[ing  this  article  respect- 
ing its  duration.  To  obviate  this,  the  President 
is  willing  that  it  be  limited  to  the  present  war  in 
Europe.  Resting,  as  the  United  States  do,  on  the 
solid  ground  of  right,  it  is  not  presumable  that 
Great  Britain,  especially  after  the  advantage  she 
may  derive  from  the  arrangement  proposed, 
would  ever  revive  her  pretension.  In  forming 
any  stipulation  on  this  subject,  you  will  be  care- 
ful not  to  impair  by  it  the  right  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  sanction  the  principle  of  the  British 
claim. 

It  is  deemed  highly  important,  also,  to  obtain  a 
definition  of  the  neutral  rights  which  I  have 
brought  to  your  view,  especially  of  blockade,  and 
in  the  manner  suggested  ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  made 
an  indispensable  condition  of  peace.  After  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  other  illegal 
blockades,  and  the  explanations  attending  it,  it  ia 
not  presumable  that  Great  Britain  will  revive 
them.  Should  she  do  it,  the  United  Sutes  will 
always  have  a  corresponding  resort  in  their  own 
hands.  You  will  observe,  in  every  case  in  which 
you  may  not  be  able  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  defi- 
nition of  the  neutral  right,  that  you  enter  into 
none  respecting  it. 

Indemnity  for  losses  seems  to  be  a  fair  claim  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  the  British 
Gtovernment,  if  desirous  to  strengthen  the  rela- 
tions of  friendshtpj  may  be  willing  to  make  it. 
In  bringing  the  claim  into  view,  you  will  not  let 
it  defeat  the  primary  objeeU  intrusted  to  you.  It 
is  not  perceived  on  what  ground  Great  Britain 
can  resist  this  claim,  at  least  in  the  cases  in  favor 
of  which  she  stands  pledged.  Of  these  a  nota 
will  be  added. 

rConfidential  paragraph  No.  2,  omitted.] 

You  are  at  liberty  to  stipulate  in  the  proposed 
treaty  the  same  advantage  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  in  favor  of  British  ships  of  war. 
that  may  be  allowed  to  those  of  the  most  favored 
nations.    This  stipulation  must  be  reciprocal. 

(Confidential  paragraph  No.  3,  omitted.] 
lo  difficulty  can  arise  from  the  case  of  the 
non-importation  act,  which  will  doubtless  be  ter- 
minatea  in  consequence  of  the  pacification.  Should 
any  stipulation  to  that  effect  be  required,  or  found 
advantageous,  you  are  at  liberty  to  enter  into  it* 
Should  peace  be  made,  you  may,  in  fixing  the 
periods  to  which  it  shall  uke  effect  in  different 
latitudes  and  distances,  take  for  the  basis  the  pro- 
visional articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with 
Great  Britain  in  1783,  with  such  alterations  aa 
may  appear  to  be  just  and  reasonable* 

In  discharging  the  duties  of  the  trust  commit- 
ted to  you,  tke  President  desires  that  you  will 
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■mnifest  th«  higktii  d^grtt  of  respeet  for  tbe 
Smperor  of  RoMia,  aod  coDfidcoce  la  the  ioleg* 
rity  aod  impartiality  of  hit  Tiews.  In  arrangiog 
the  questioQ  of  imprcsfmeQt,  and  every  question 
of  neutral  right,  you  will  explain  to  his  OoTern- 
ment,  without  reeerve,  the  daims  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  mnnd  on  which  they  severally 
rest.  It  is  not  doubted  that  from  a  eondoct  so 
iiank  and  honorable  the  most  beneficial  effect  will 
result. 

(Confidential  paragraph  No.  4,  omitted.  ] 
shall  conclude  by  remarking  that  a  strong 
hope  is  entertained  that  this  friendly  mediation 
of  the  Bmperor  Alexander  will  form  an  epoch  in 
the  relations  between  the  United  States  and  Rus- 
sia, which  will  be  extensively  felt,  and  be  long 
and  eminently  distinguished  by  tbe  happy  conse- 
quences attending  it.  Since  1780,  Russia  has 
been  the  pivot  on  which  all  questions  of  neutral 
right  have  essentially  turned.  MoeC  of  the  wars 
which  have  disturbed  the  world  in  modem  times 
have  originated  with  Qreat  Briuin  and  France. 
These  wars  have  alleoted  distant  countries,  espe- 
cially  in  their  character  as  neutrals,  and  very 
materially  the  United  Sutes,  who  took  no  part 
in  promoting  them,  and  had  no  interest  in  the 
great  objects  of  either  Power. 

[Confidential  paragraph  No.  5,  omitted.] 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dw. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Extrset  of  s  latter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  State  te  the 
CommissionerB  of  the  United  States  ibr  treating  of 
peace  with  Orest  Britain,  dated 

Departmbnt  op  State,  Jum  23, 1813. 

A'n  opportunitv  offering,  I  avail  myself  of  it  to 
explain  more  fully  the  views  of  the  President  on 
ceruin  subjects  already  treated  on  in  your  instrue*' 
tions,  and  to  communicate  his  sentiments  on  soAie 
others,  not  adverted  to  in  them. 

The  British  Government  having  repealed  the 
Orders  in  Council  and  the  blockade  of  May.  1806l 
and  all  other  illegal  blockades,  and  having  declared 
that  it  would  institute  no  blockade  which  should 
not  be  supported  by  an  adequate  force,  it  was 
thought  better  to  leave  that  question  on  that  ground, 
than  to  continue  the  war,  to  obtain  a  more  precise 
definition  of  blockade,  after  the  other  essential 
cause  of  the  war,  that  of  impressment,  should  be 
removed.    But  when  it  is  considered  that  a  stip- 
ulaud  definition  of  blockade  will  cost  Great  Brit* 
ain  nothing,  after  having  thus  recognised  the 
principle,  aod  that  such  definition  is  caleulated 
to  give  additional  confidence  in  the  future  security 
of  our  commerce,  it  is  expected  that  she  will 
agree  to  if.    It  is  true,  this  cause  of  war  being 
removed,  the  United  States  are  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  continue  it  for  the  want  of  such  stipulated 
definition,  more  especially  as  they  retain  m  their, 
hands  the  remedy  against  any  new  violation  of 
their  rights,  whenever  made.    The  same  remark 
is  applicable  to  the  ease  of  impressment;  for,  if 
the  British  Government  had  issued  orders  to  its 
cmiaers  not  to  impress  seamen  from  our  vessels, 
and  notified  the  same  to  this  Government^  that 


cauee  of  war  would  alao  have  oeua  remofcc.  a 
making  peace,  it  is  better  for  both  oations  tktih 
controversy  respecting  bloekade  abonU  heap- 
ranged  by  treaty,  as  well  as  that  rcspectiiy  im- 
pressmenl.    The  omission  to  arrange  it  sir  b 
productive  of  injury.    Without  a  pneardUbf* 
tion  of  blockade,  improper  preteniaiaBia^t  be 
set  up  on  each  side  respecting  their  nfj^iiiiick 
might  possibly  basard  the  future  goodnteod- 
ittg  between  the  two  countrtea. 

Should  a  restitution  of  territoiy  be  spdst. 
it  will  be  proper  to  make  a  prortaioa  Ibisalag 
the  hounoary  between  the  United  Stsiaai 
Great  Britain,  on  the  St.  Lawrence  andtfaelifei, 
from  the  point  at  which  the  line  betweea  te 
strikes  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  northwcrtcons 
of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  aooordiag  lo  the  p{& 
ciples  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace*  The  setdeM 
of  this  boundary  is  important,  froai  the  eircor 
stance  that  there  are  several  islands  in  the  rire 
and  lakes  of  some  extent  and  great  value,  thtk- 
minion  over  which  Is  claimed  by  both  parties.  I 
may  be  an  advisable  course  to  appoint  coaisji' 
sioners  on  each  side,  with  full  powers  tosdjai 
on  fair  and  equitableconsideraiionay  this  boeate. 
To  enable  you  to  adopt  a  snitable  pronan/a 
the  purpose^  it  will  be  proper  for  yea  toiseirro 
the  instrueuoos  heretorore  ^vea  on  the  street, 
published  in  the  doeuments  in  yonr 


Bfr.  Monroe,  Secretary  efSlste,  to  tbe 

of  the  United  Sistos  at  St.  Petcnbai: 

Depautmbnt  op  Stats,  Jm,  1,  lSi4 
GfiNTLSliBJi4  I  have  o6t  received  a  Icon froBi 
you  since  your  appointment  to  meet  Hivaften 
from  Great  Britain  at  St.  Petersboig,  to  stgoxait 
a  Treaty  of  Peace  under  the  medtstioo  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia.  This  is  doubtless  owia^  to 
the  miscarriage  of  your  despatches. 

The  Message  of  the  President,  of  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  yout  copy,  will  make 
you  acquainted  with  the  progress  of  the  war  with 
Great  Britain  to  that  period,  aad  the  other  docu- 
ments which  are  forwarded  will  commuaicaie 
what  has  since  occurred. 

Among  the  advantages  attending  our  soccess 
in  Upper  Canada,  was  the  important  oocof  mik- 
iuff  capture  of  General  Proctor's  baggage,  with 
allthe  public  documents  belongiDg  to  the  British 
Government  in  his  possession.  It  is  probable  cftic 
these  documents  will  be  laid  before  Congress,  is 
they  are  of  a  nature  highly  interesting  to  (he 
public.  Ton  will  understand  their  true  chsracta 
by  eitracts  of  two  letters  from  Qovernot  O^ 
which  are  enclosed  to  you.  By  tbeae,  it  spfe^* 
that  the  British  Government  has  exercised  is i^ 
fluence  over  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  li^ts 
as  well  as  elsewhere  in  peace,  for  hostile  par^ 
towards  the  United  States;  and  that  the  k^ 
barbarities  since  the  war  were,  in  many  instsscs 
known  to  and  sanctioned  by  the  British  Goi^ 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dke. 

JAM£S  MONB& 
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[r.  MonnM,  Saerelaiy  of  State,  to  tho  Ptoaipotontiitifii 
of  tho  Unittd  8t«t«o  at  8U  Potenboig. 

Dbfartmbnt  of  Statib,  Jatu  8, 18H, 

QciiTLBiiBN :  I  hare  the  hoDor  to  traDamit  to 
oa  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  Gaatlereagh  to 
lis  Departmeot,  aod  of  a  note  from  Lord  Oath* 
irt  to  the  Ruasian  Gh>rerDment,  with  my  reply 
» the  commonicatioo. 

The  arrangemeotof  a  negotiation  to  be  held  at 
lottenbarg,  directly  between  the  United  Sutes 
id  Great  Britain,  without  the  aid  of  the  Rus- 
an  mediation,  makca  it  neceaaary  that  new  com* 
lissiona  ahould  be  iaaued  eorreapondent  with  it, 
ad,  for  thia  purpoae,  that  a  new  nomination 
lould  be  made  to  the  Senate^  The  President 
istructa  me  to  inform  yon  that  yon  will  both  be 
idaded  in  it ;  and  that  he  wishea  yon  to  repair, 
amed  lately  on  the  receipt  of  thia,  to  the  appointed 
endezToaa.  It  ia  posaible  that  the  bosineaa  may 
ot  be  limited  to  yoaraelTes,  on  account  of  the 
reat  intereata  inroired  in  the  reault.  The  com* 
lisaioos  aod  inatructiona  will  be  duly  forwarded 
3  yoq,  aa  aooQ  aa  the  arrangementa  ahalt  be 
nally  made. 

In  taking  leave  of  the  Ruaaian  Government, 
ou  will  be  careful  to  make  known  to  it  the  aen- 
ibility  of  the  Preaident  to  the  friendly  dispoai- 
ICQ  of  the  Emperor,  manifeated  by  the  offer  of 
ia  mediation ;  the  regret  felt  at  its  rejection  by 
tie  Britiah  G^Terament ;  and  a  deaire  that  in 
iiture  the  gieateat  confidence  and,  cordiality,  and 
be  beat  understanding,  qiay  prevail  between  the 
wo  Gavernmenta. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


f  r.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State,  to  tha  American  Plan- 
ipotentiariea  at  Gkttenbaig. 

Depabtment  of  State,  Jan,  28, 1814, 

GsNTLEMBN  .*  The  British  Government  having 
ieclined  the  Russian  mediation,  and  propoaed  to 
rent  directly  with  the  United  State^  the  Preai- 
ient  has.  on  due  conaideration,  thought  proper  to 
iccept  toe  overture.  To  give  effect  to  thia  ar- 
angement.  it  waa  neceaaary  that  a  new  commia- 
ion  should  be  formed,  and,  for  that  purpose^  that 
i  new  nomiuation  should  be  made  to  the  SenatCi 
ly  whose  advice  and  consent  this  important  traat 
s  committed  to  yoU. 

You  will  conaider  the  inatructions  given  to  the 
sommisaion  to  treat  under  the  mediation  of  Rua- 
da  aa  applicable  to  the  negotiation  with  which 
fovi  are  now  charged,  except  as  they  may  be  mod- 
fied  by  this  letter. 

I  shall  call  your  attention  to  the  moat  impor- 
ant  grounda  of  the  controversy  with  Great  Srit- 
lin  only,  and  make  auch  remarka  on  each,  and 
m  the  whole  aubject,  as  have  occurred  since  the 
late  of  the  former  instructions,  and  are  deemed 
ipplicable  to  the  present  juncture,  taking  into 
new  the  negotiation  in  which  you  are  now  about 
o  engage. 

Oa  impreaament— aa  to  the  right  of  the  United 
Statea  to  be  exempted  from  it— I  have  nothing 
tew  to  add*     The  aentiments  of  the  Preaident 


have  nadtigone  no  change  oa  tli«t  importtnt  anb* 
ject.  Thia  degrading  practice  muat  eeaae;  our 
flag  most  protect  the  crew,  or  the  United  States 
cannot  conaider  themaelvea  aa  independent  na- 
tion. To  aettle  thia  difference  amicably,  the  Pre* 
aident  ia  willing,  aa  you  are  already  informed  by 
the  former  inatructiona,  to  remove  all  pretext  for 
it  to  the  Britiah  Government,  by  excluding  all 
Britiah  aeamen  from  our  veaaela;  and  even  to 
extend  the  excluaion  to  all  Britiah  aubjecta,  if  ne» 
cessary,  excepting  only  the  few  already  natural- 
ized ;  and  to  stipulate,  likewise,  the  surrender  of 
all  British  aeamen  deaerting  in  our  porta  in  future 
from  Britiah  veaaela,  public  or  private.  It  waa 
preaumed  by  all  diapaaaionate  peraoaa,  that  the 
late  law  of  Congreaa  relative  to  aeamen  would 
effectually  accomplish  the  object.  But  the  Prea- 
ident ia  willing,  aa  you  find,  to  prevent  a  poaaibil- 
ity  of  failure,  to  go  further. 

Should  a  treaty  be  made,  it  ia  proper,  aad  it  would 
have  a  conciliatorv  effect,  that  ail  oar  impressed 
seamen  who  may  be  dischaiged  under  it  should 
be  paid  for  their  services  bf  the  British  Govern- 
ment, for  the  time  of  their  detention,  the  wages 
whicn  they  might  have  obtained  in  the  merchant 
service  of  their  own  cooatry. 

Blockade  ia  the  aubject  next  in  point  of  impor- 
tance, which  you  wifl  have  to  arrange.  In  the 
instructioQs  bearing  di^te  on  the  15th  of  April, 
1613,  it  waa  remarked  that,  aa  the  Britiah  Qev- 
ernment  had  revoked  ita  Orders  in  Council,  and 
agreed  that  no  blockade  could  be  legal  which 
waa  not  aupported  by  an  adequate  force^  and  that 
such  adequate  force  ahould  be  applied  to  any 
blockade  which  it  might  thereafter  institute,  this 
cauae  of  controversy  seemed  to  be  removed.  Fur- 
ther reflection,  however,  baa  added  great  force  to 
the  expediency  and  importance  of  a  preoise  defi- 
nition of  the  public  law  on  thia  aubject  There 
ia  much  cause  to  presume  that,  if  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  had  taken  place  in  time  to 
have  been  known  here  before  the  declaration  of 
war,  aod  had  had  the  effect  of  preventing  the 
declaration,  not  only  that  no  provision  would 
have  been  obtained  against  impressment,  but  that^ 
under  the  name  of  blockade,  the  same  extent  of 
coast  would  have  been  covered  by  proclamation 
as  had  been  covered  by  the  Orders  in  CounciL 
The  war,  which  these  abuses  and  impressment 
contributed  so  much  to  produce^  might  possibly 
prevent  that  consequence.  But  it  would  oe  more 
satisfactory,  if  not  more  safe,  to  guard  against  it 
by  a  formal  definition  in  the  treat  v.  It  is  true, 
should  the  Britiah  Government  violate  again  the 
legitimate  principlea  of  blockade,  in  whatever 
terma  or  under  whatever  pretext  it  might  be  done, 
the  United  States  would  have  in  their  hands  a 
eorreapondent  resort;  but  a  principal  object  ia 
making  peace  ia  to  prevent,  oy  the  juatice  and 
reciprocity  of  the  conditiona,  a  recurrence  again 
to  war  for  the  aame  cauae.  If  the  Britiah  Gov^ 
ernment  aincerely  wishes  to  make  a  durable  peace 
with  the  United  State^  it  can  have  no  reason- 
able objection  to  a  joat  definition  of  blockade,  ea- 
pecially  aa  the  two  Governments  have  agreed, 
in  their  correapondenee,iin  all  its  eaeential  fen- 
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tores.  The  instractions  of  the  15th  of  April,  1813, 
hsre  stated  in  what  manner  the  President  is 
willing  to  arrange  this  dt (Terence. 

On  the  other  neutral  riffhts  ennmerated  in  the 
former  instructions,  I  shall  remark  onlf  that  the 
catalogue  is  limited  in  a  manner  to  evince  a  spirit 
of  accommodation ;  that  the  arrangement  pro- 
posed in  each  instance  is  just  in  itself;  that  it 
corresponds  with  the  general  spirit  of  treaties  be- 
tween commercial  Powers ;  and  that  Great  Brit- 
ain has  sanctioned  it  in  many  treaties,  and  gone 
beyond  it  in  some. 

[Confidential  paragraph  No.  1.  omitted.] 

On  the  claim  to  indemnity  tor  spoliations.  I 
have  only  to  refer  you  to  what  was  said  in  tne 
former  instructions.  I  have  to  add,  that  should 
a  treaty  be  formed,  it  is  iust  in  itself,  and  would 
have  a  happy  effect  on  tne  future  relations  of  the 
two  countries,  if  indemnity  should  be  stipulated 
on  each  side  for  the  de:$truction  of  all  unfortified 
towns,  and  other  private  property,  contrary  to  the 
laws  and  usages  of  war.  It  is  equally  proper  that 
the  negroes  taken  from  the  Southern  States  should 
be  returned  to  their  owners,  or  paid  for  at  their 
full  value.  It  is  known  that  a  shameful  traffic 
has  been  carried  on  in  the  West  Indies,  by  the 
sale  of  these  persons  there,  by  those  who  professed 
to  be  their  deliverers.  Of  this  fact,  tne  proof 
which  has  reached  this  Department  shall  be  fur- 
nished you.  If  these  slaves  are  considered  as  non- 
combatants,  they  ought  to  be  restored;  if  as  proper- 
ty,they  ought  to  be  paid  for.  The  Treaty  of  Peace 
contains  an  article  which  recognises  this  principle. 

In  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  the  con- 
ditions on  which  you  are  to  insist  in  the  proposed 
negotiation,  you  will  find,  on  a  comparison  of 
them  with  those  stated  in  the  former  instructions, 
that  there  is  no  material  difference  between  them, 
the  two  last  mentioned  claims  to  indemnity  ex- 
cepted, which  have  originated  since  the  date  of 
those  instructions.  The  principal  object  of  this 
review  has  been  to  show  that  the  sentiments  of 
the  President  are  the  same  in  every  instance,  and 
that  the  reasons  for  maintaining  them  have  be- 
come more  evident  and  strong  since  the  date  of 
those  instructions. 

In  accepting  the  overture  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment to  treat  independently  of  the  Russian 
mediation,  the  United  States  have  acted  on  prin- 
ciples which  have  governed  them  in  every  trans- 
action relating  to  peace  since  the  war.  Had  the 
British  Government  accepted  the  Russian  medi- 
ation, the  United  States  would  have  treated  for 
themselvcPf  independently  of  any  other  Power ; 
and  had  Great  Britain  met  them  on  just  condi- 
tions, peace  would  have  been  the  immediate  result. 
Had  she  refused  to  accede  to  such  conditions,  and 
attempted  to  dictate  others,  a  knowledge  or  the 
views  of  other  Powers  on  those  points  might  have 
been  useful  to  the  United  States.  In  agreeing  to 
treat  directly  with  Great  Britain,  not  only  is  no 
concession  contemplated  on  any  point  in  contro- 
versy, but  the  same  desire-is  cherished  to  preserve 
a  good  understanding  with  Russia  and  the  other 
Baltic  Powers,  as  it  the  negotiation  had  taken 
place  under  the  mediation  of  Russia. 


I  Confidential  paragraph  No.  2,  omi^.^ 
t  is  probable  that  the  DritishQoTeriiui;ig|: 
have  declined  the  Russian  medittioi  fm  :^, 
apprehension  of  an  nodersttndiog  bdmik 
United  States  and  Russia  for  Tcry  difinstfo^ 
poses  from  those  which  have  been  caki;y^ 
in  the  hope  that  a  mnch  better  tresrifislie 
obtained  of  the  United  Sutes,  io  a  diieapti* 
ation,  than  could  be  obtaiaed  osder  tkkiu 
mediation,  and  with  a  view  to  profit  of  bi<i- 
cessions  which  might  thus  be  mide  bytiiiii* 
ted  States  in  future  negotiatioos  vitittktkx 
Powers.    If  this  was  the  object  of  tbt  U 
Government,  (and  it  is  not  easy  to  eoBceirta; 
other.)  it  clearly  proves  the  adrudtetokefr 
rived',  in  the  proposed  negotiatioD,froDtkR 
of  those  Powers,  in  secnriog  from  the  Bna 
Government  such  conditioas  as  woald  beaiiitK 
tory  to  ail  parties.    It  would  be  birhlf  \m 
ble  as  well  as  advantafeons  to  the  UiiudSiUL 
if  the  negotiation  witn  which  foa  ire  chr<& 
should  terminate  in  such  a  treaty. 
[Confidential  paragraph  No.  3,  omittsi.] 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  MOMOi 


Bfr.  Monroe,  Seaetair  of  Sutc,  to  tht  Pkaijntfr 

ries  of  the  Umted  Stales  at  Gotteibq. 

Depabtmsmt  or  Stati,  /as.  30,  Hit- 

Gintlbmbn:  In  addition  to  the  cltiastt  i>j 

demnity,  stated  in  your  precedinf  xvamy 

have  to  request  your  attention  toihewwjj 

to  which,  it  is  presumed,  there  can  \^^W' 

On  the  declaraUon  of  war  bf  the  UniuiSim 
there  happened  to  be,  in  the  ordioiry  oHa«» 
commerce,  several  AmcricaDTesi«ls«<i«'P3 
in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  wWdi««^*^^ 

ssegsesee 
of  the  declaration  of  war  by  ^^^'^^^ 


and  condemned:  and,  in  one  iMJ*"*''  .?!,' 
ican  ship  which  fled  from  Algiers/"  cwueg?"? 


tar,  with  the  American  Cow^vAmi^"^^ 
stores  on  board,  shared  a  like  &te.  . 

After  the  declaration  of  war,  Cojpw  P» 
an  act  allowing  to  British  subj«cts  ^^^ 
from  the  date  of  the  declaration,  to  reoo"!^ 
property  out  of  the  United  Stttef,i»jwj|J^ 
of  which  many  vessels  were  «ffl°'f '  ^. ,  \k 
cargoes.  I  add,  with  confidence  thU,oB»^ 
eral  construction  of  the  spirit  of  tne  »  i  ^ 
vessels  were  permitted  to  d«P*'f'5^*5;  L  I 
expiration  of  the  term  specified  »•*  *."*  jj^jf 
will  endeavor  to  put  in  yoar  P<>»^'?;,„  v^ 
these  cases.  A  general  reciprocal  p/ori^M^ 
ever,  will  be  best  adapted  to  the  object  m^. 

I  have  the  honor  to  ^^f^^^  y00. 

From  the  Secretary  of  Suto  to  «hf  J^TTi 
the  United  States  for  treating  with  ^^ 
Depahtmbkt  op  Stats,  Feb.  w  ^^^ 

Gentlimen:  Should  you  cowjw**  ^ 
and  not  obuin  a  satisfactory  arraDg«m" 
tral  rights,  it  will  be  proper  for  you  wi" 


S05 


APPENDIX* 


1806 


RekOumM  wiih  Ortai  Briiain. 


lac  the  Uoited  States  tball  bare  adTaota^e  of 
I  y  atipolationt  more  farorable  to  neutral  nattODs, 
at  may  be  established  between  Great  Britain 
id  other  Powers.  A  precedent  for  such  a  pro- 
si  on  is  found  in  a  declaratory  article  between 
real  Britain  and  Rnssia,  bearing  date  on  the  8th 
:tober,  1801,  explanatorjr  of  the  second  section 
ird  article  of  a  convention  concluded  between 
em  on  the  5tb  of  June  of  the  same  year. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac, 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Ktract— The  Seeretaiy  of  State  to  the  Commission* 
era  of  the  United  Stotes  fer  trcatmg  with  Great 
Britain. 

Department  op  State,  Feb,  14, 1814. 

I  received  last  night  your  letter  of  the  15th  Oc- 
►ber,  with  extracts  of  letters  from  Mr.  Adams 
ad  Mr.  Harris  of  the  22d  and  23d  of  November. 

It  appears  that  you  had  no  knowledge,  at  the 
ate  even  of  the  last  letter,  of  the  answer  of  the 
»ritish  Gh>vernment  to  the  offer  which  had  been 
lade  to  it  a  second  time  of  the  Russian  media- 
on.  Heoce  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  the  proposi- 
on  made  to  this  Government,  bv  the  Bramble, 
ras  made  not  only  without  your  Knowledge,  but 
without  the  sanction,  if  not  without  the  knowledge, 
f  the  Emperor.  Intelligence  from  other  sources 
rengthens  this  inference.  If  this  view  of  the 
onduct  of  the  British  Qovernmentiswell  founded, 
le  motive  for  it  cannot  be  mistaken.  It  may 
lirly  be  presumed  that  it  was  to  prevent  a  ^ood 
nderstanding  and  concert  between  the  United 
Itates  and  Russia  and  Sweden, on  the  subject  of 
eutral  rights,  in  the  hope  that  by  drawing  the 
legotiation  to  England,  and  depriving  yon  of  an 
•pportunity  of  free  communication  with  those 
^owers,  a  treaty  less  favorable  ro  the  United 
hates  might  be  obtained,  which  mizht  afterwards 
>e  used  with  advantage  by  Great  Britain  in  her 
leeotiations  with  those  Powers. 

By  an  article  in  the  former  instructions,  yon 
vere  authorized,  in  making  a  treaty  to  prevent 
mpressment  from  our  vessels,  to  stipulate,  pro- 
nded  a  certain  term  could  not  be  agreed  en,  that 
t  iDight  continue  in  force  for  the  present  war 
n  Europe  only.  At  that  time  it  seemed  proba- 
>le  that  the  war  might  last  many  vears.  Re- 
sent appearances,  however,  indicate  the  contrary. 
Should  peace  be  made  in  Europe,  as  the  practi- 
cal evil  of  which  we  complain,  in  regard  to  im- 
pressment, would  cease,  it  is  presumed  that  the 
British  Government  would  have  less  objection  to 
k  stipulation  to  forbear  that  practice  for  a  speci- 
fied term,  than  it  would  have  should  the  war  con- 
tinue. In  concluding  a  peace  with  Great  Britain, 
even  in  case  of  a  previous  general  peace  in  Eu- 
rope, it  is  important  to  the  United  States  to  ob- 
tain such  a  stipulation. 


Mr.  MoDroe,  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  Plenipotentia- 
ries of  the  United  States  at  Gottenburg. 

Department  of  State,  March  21, 1814. 
Gentlemen  :  By  the  cartel  Cbauncey  you  will 
receive  thisj  with  duplicates  of  the  commission 


to  treat  with  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  inatraetiona 
and  other  documents  that  were  forwarded  by  the 
John  Adams.  This  vessel  is  sent  to  guard  against 
any  accident  which  might  attend  the  other. 

fCk)afideotial  paragraph  omitted.] 

If  a  satisfactory  arrangement  can  be  coocloded 
with  Great  Britain,  the  sooner  it  is  accomplished 
the  happier  for  both  countries.  If  such  an  ar- 
rangement cannot  be  obtainedj  it  is  important  to 
the  united  States  to  be  acquainted  with  it  with- 
out delay.  I  hope,  therefore,  to  receive  from  you 
an  account  of  the  state  of  the  aeffotiation  and  ita 
proapects,  as  soon  as  ^ou  may  be  able  to  communi- 
cate anything  of  an  interesting  nature  respecting 
them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dke. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  the  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Miaia- 
ten  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States. 

Department  op  State,  June  25, 1814. 

Gentlemen  :  No  communication  has  been  re- 
ceived from  the  joint  mission  which  was  appointed 
to  meet  the  Commissioners  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment at  Gottenburg.  A  letter  from  Blr.  Bay- 
ard at  Amsterdam,  of  the  18th  of  March,  was  the 
last  from  either  of  our  Commissioners.  It  was 
inferred  from  that  letter,  and  other  communica- 
tiona,  that  Mr.  Bayard,  Mr.  Ghillatin,  and  Mr. 
Adams,  would  be  in  Gtottenburg ;  and  it  lias  been 
understood  from  other  sources  that  Mr.  Clay  and 
Mr.  Russell  had  arrived  there  about  the  15th  of 
April.  It  is,  therefore,  expected  that  a  meeting 
will  have  taken  place  in  May,  and  that  we  shaO 
soon  be  made  acquainted  with  your  sentimenta 
of  the  probable  result  of  the  negotiation. 

It  is  impossible,  with  the  lights  which  have 
reached  us,  to  ascertain  the  present  disposition  of 
the  British  Government  towards  an  accommoda- 
tion with  the  United  Sutes.  We  think  it  proba- 
ble that  the  late  evenu  in  France  may  have  had 
a  tendency  to  increase  its  pretensions. 

At  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  injured  by 
France,-  the  United  States  have  sustained  the 
attitude  founded  on  those  relations.  No  reliance 
was  placed  on  the  good  offices  of  France  in  bring- 
ing the  war  with  Great  Britain  to  a  satisfactory 
conclusion.  Looking  steadily  to  an  honorable 
peace,  and  the  ultimate  attainment  of  justice  from 
both  Powers,  the  President  has  endeavored,  by  a 
consistent  and  honorable  policy,  to  take  advan- 
tage of  every  circumstance  that  might  promote 
that  result.  He,  nevertheless,  knew  that  France 
held  a  place  in  the  political  system  of  Europe  and 
of  the  world,  which,  as  a  check  on  England,  could 
not  fail  to  be  useful  to  us.  What  effect  the  late 
evenu  may  have  had,  in  these  respects,  is  the 
important  circumstance  of  which  you  are,  doubt- 
less, better  informed  than  we  can  be. 

The  President  accepted  the  mediation  of  Rus- 
sia from  a  respect  for  the  character  of  the  Edk- 
peror,  and  a  belief  that  our  cause,  in  all  the  points 
m  controversy,  would  gain  strength  by  being 
made  known  to  him.  On  the  same  principle  he 
preferred  (in  accepting  the  British  overture  to 
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Buuiifest  the  hightst  degne  of  retpeet  for  Uio 
Binperor  of  Rnitia,  mod  confidence  in  the  intef« 
ntf  end  impertimlitf  of  hit  views.  In  mrranging 
the  qaecUon  of  impreflsment,  and  every  question 
of  neotral  right,  yoa  will  explain  to  his  GoTero- 
ment,  without  reserve,  the  claims  of  the  United 
States,  with  the  sround  on  which  they  severally 
rest.  It  is  not  doubted  that  from  a  conduct  so 
flmnk  and  honorable  the  most  beneficial  effect  will 
result. 

I  Confidential  paragraph  No.  4,  omitted.  ] 
shall  conclude  by  remarking  that  a  strong 
hope  is  entertained  that  this  friendly  mediation 
of  the  Emperor  Alexander  will  form  an  epoch  in 
the  relations  between  the  United  States  and  Rus- 
sia, which  will  be  extensively  felt,  and  be  long 
and  eminently  distinguished  by  the  happy  coase* 
quences  attending  it.  Since  1780,  Russia  has 
been  the  pivot  on  which  all  questions  of  neutral 
right  have  essentially  turned.  Moot  of  the  wars 
which  have  disturbed  the  world  in  modem  times 
have  originated  with  Great  Britain  and  France. 
ThMc  wars  have  affected  distant  countries,  espe- 
cially  in  their  character  as  neutrals,  and  very 
materially  the  United  Sutes,  who  took  no  part 
in  promoting  them,  and  had  no  interest  in  the 
great  objects  of  either  Power. 

i Confidential  paragraph  No.  5,  omitted.] 
have  the  honor  to  be,  dbo. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 


Sztract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  State  to  the 
Commissionere  of  the  United  States  for  treating  of 
peace  with  Chreat  Britain,  dated 

Department  of  State,  June  23, 1813. 

All  opportunitv  offering,  I  avail  myself  of  it  to 
explain  more  fully  the  views  of  the  President  on 
certain  subjects  already  treated  on  in  your  instruc- 
tions, and  to  communicate  his  sentiments  on  sobe 
others,  not  adverted  to  in  them. 

The  British  Cbvernment  having  repealed  the 
Orders  in  Council  and  the  blockade  of  May.  1806L 
and  all  other  illegal  blockades,  and  having  declarea 
that  it  would  institute  no  blockade  which  should 
not  be  supported  by  an  adequate  force,  it  was 
thought  better  to  leave  that  question  on  that  ground, 
than  to  continue  the  war,  to  obtain  a  more  precise 
definition  of  blockade,  after  the  other  essential 
cause  of  the  war,  that  of  impressment,  should  be 
removed.  But  when  it  is  considered  that  a  stip* 
ulated  definition  of  blockade  will  cost  Great  Brit« 
ain  nothing,  after  having  thus  recognised  the 
principle,  and  that  such  definition  is  calculated 
to  give  additional  confidence  in  the  future  security 
oi  our  commerce,  it  is  expected  that  she  will 
agree  to  it.  It  is  true,  this  cause  of  war  being 
removed,  the  United  States  are  under  no  obliga- 
tion to  continue  it  for  the  want  of  such  stipulated 
definition,  more  especially  as  they  retain  in  their, 
bands  the  remedy  against  any  new  violation  of 
their  rights,  whenever  made.  The  same  remark 
is  applicable  to  the  case  of  impressment;  for,  if 
the  firitish  Government  had  issued  orders  to  its 
cruisers  not  to  impress  seamen  from  our  vesaels,  I 
and  notified  the  same  to  this  Government^  that  | 


cause  of  war  would  also  have  beca  reaaoved.  h 
making  peace,  it  is  better  for  both  nations  thai  tk 
controversy  respecting  blockade   alioald  be  »- 
ranged  by  treaty,  as  well  as  tbat  rcepeetiig  Jsk 
pressment.    The  omission  to  arrmnge  it  msf  be 
productive  of  injury.    With<»ae  a  pnam  deui- 
tion  of  blockade,  improper  preteasieatwgbt  be 
set  up  on  each  side  respecting  their  li^hii^wiiieh 
might  possibly  haxard  the  future  good  laincaDd- 
ing  between  the  two  countries. 

Should  a  restitution  of  territory  be  agniien, 
it  will  be  proper  to  make  a  proTiaiea  for  Mag 
the  boundary  between  the  Uaited  Stalcusd 
Great  Britain,  on  the  St.  Lawreoee  and  the  libit 
from  the  point  at  which  the  line  between  Am 
strikes  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  northwest  eoncr 
of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  according  to  the  pni' 
ciples  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace.  Tbe  settleBiai 
of  this  boundary  is  important,  froaa  the  ciresa* 
stance  that  there  are  several  isianda  in  the  rim. 
and  lakes  of  some  extent  and  great  Taioe,  tfacds- 
minion  over  which  is  claimed  by  both  parties  It 
may  be  an  advisable  course  to  appoint  comffla- 
stoners  on  each  sidc^  with  full  powers  to  adjsa 
on  fair  and  equitaMecensideratitMia,  this  homkrj. 
To  enable  you  to  adopt  a  anitable  profisias  fa 
the  purpose^  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to  lecor  co 
tbe  instructions  heretonMe  g^iven  «hi  the  fabjeet, 
published  in  the  doeumeals  in  yonr 


Mr.  Monroe,  Secretaij  ef  Stale,  to  Ae 

of  the  United  Btsites  at  &L  Petenba^; 

DnPAKTicEirr  op  Statb,  Jba  1, 18tL 

GfiNTLElifiiii  I  have  n6t  received  a  letter  from 
you  since  your  appointment  to  meet  Ministen 
from  Great  Britain  at  St.  Petersboiv,  to  negottifit 
a  Treaty  of  Peace  under  the  medtatfoo  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia.  This  is  doubtless  owing  to 
the  miscarriage  of  your  despateJics. 

The  Message  of  the  President  of  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  yoa  c  copy,  will  make 
you  acquainted  with  the  progress  of  the  war  with 
Great  Britain  to  that  period,  and  tbe  other  docu- 
ments which  are  forwarded  will  communicate 
what  has  since  occurred. 

Among  the  ad  vantages  attending  our  snceess 
in  Upper  Canada,  was  the  important  one  of  mak- 
ing capture  of  General  Proctor's  bageage,  with 
alfthe  public  documents  belonging  to  the  Britisb 
Gbvernment  in  his  possession.  It  is  probable  t&t( 
these  documents  wul  be  laid  before  CoogresS)  ss 
they  are  of  a  nature  highly  interesting  to  tbe 
public.  You  will  understand  their  true  ctianetcr 
by  extracts  of  two  letters  from  Governor  Ci& 
which  are  enelosed  to  you.  By  these,  it  appev . 
that  tbe  British  Government  has  exercised  iisis- 
fluence  over  the  Indian  tribes  within  our  Units 
as  well  as  elsewhere  in  peace,  for  hostile  porp^es 
towards  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  la^ 
barbarities  since  the  war  were,  in  many  instaacA 
known  to  and  sanctioned  by  the  British  Gana- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

JAMSS  MOKBiS- 
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lUiaiianamih  ChwU  BrUmtu 


Mr.Mqnioe,8acralanrof8UtattoUM    

of  the  Unikd  8totcp  «t  8U  Potonbaig. 

Dbpaatbcbht  of  Stata,  Jan.  8,  IBU. 

GfiKTLBMBN :  I  bsve  tht  honor  to  traDimit  to 
^00  B  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lord  CattlereBgh  to 
his  DepBrtment,  aod  of  a  note  from  Lord  Cath- 
;Brt  to  the  Rassiaa  Gk>YerDmeat,  with  my  reply 
o  the  eommaoieatioo. 

The  arrBOffemeatof  a  negotiatioo  to  be  held  at 
jk>tteDbarg,  directly  between  the  Uoited  States 
md  Qreat  Britain,  without  the  aid  of  the  Rvs- 
ian  mediation,  makce  it  necessary  that  new  com- 
aissioBs  should  be  issued  correspondent  with  it, 
ind,  for  this  purpose,  that  a  new  nomination 
ihould  be  made  to  the  Senate.  The  President 
nstructs  me  to  inform  you  that  yon  will  both  be 
noiuded  in  it ;  and  that  he  wishes  yon  to  repair, 
named  lately  on  the  receipt  of  this,  to  the  appointed 
rendezroos.  It  is  possible  that  the  business  may 
lot  be  limited  to  irourselres,  on  account  of  the 
(rent  interests  inYoived  in  the  result.  The  com- 
nissioos  and  instructions  will  be  duly  forwarded 
:o  yoq,  as  soon  as  the  arraagements  shall  be 
inally  made. 

In  taking  leave  of  the  Russian  Qovernment, 
rou  will  be  careful  to  make  known  to  it  the  sen- 
ibility  of  the  President  to  the  friendly  disposi- 
ion  of  the  Emperor,  manifested  by  the  ofibr  of 
lis  mediation;  the  regret  felt  at  its  rejection  by 
he  British  GkiYernment ;  and  a  desire  that  in 
utare  the  greatest  confidence  and,  cordiality,  and 
be  best  understanding,  ipay  preTail  between  the 
wo  OoTernments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


bf  r.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State,  to  the  American  Plen- 
ipotentiaries at  GK>ttenbuig. 

Depabtmsnt  of  Statb,  Jan.  28, 1814. 

Qentlbmbm  :  The  British  Gk>vernment  having 
leclioed  the  Russian  mediation,  and  proposed  to 
reat  directly  with  the  Uoited  State^  the  Presi- 
lent  has.  on  due  consideration,  thought  proper  to 
iccept  toe  overture.  To  give  effect  to  this  ar- 
-angement.  it  was  necessary  that  a  new  com  mis- 
ion  should  be  formed,  and,  for  that  purpose,  that 
I  new  nomination  should  bie  made  to  the  Senate^ 
)y  whose  advice  and  consent  this  important  trust 
s  committed  to  yoQ. 

You  will  consider  the  instructions  given  to  the 
•om  mission  to  treat  under  the  mediation  of  Rus- 
sia as  applicable  to  the  negotiation  with  which 
fofx  are  now  charged,  except  as  they  may  be  mod- 
fied  by  this  letter. 

I  shall  call  your  attention  to  the  most  iinpor- 
ant  grounds  of  the  controversy  with  Great  Brit- 
lin  only,  Bnd  make  such  remarks  on  each,  and 
>n  the  whole  subject,  as  have  occurred  since  the 
late  of  the  former  instructions,  and  are  deemed 
ipplieable  to  the  present  juncture,  taking  into 
new  the  negotiation  in  which  yon  are  now  about 
o  engage. 

Ob  impressment— i48  to  the  right  of  the  Uaited 
States  to  be  exempted  from  it— I  have  nothing 
lew  to  add.     The  sentiments  of  the  President 


have  undeigone  no  change  on  thBit  importtnt  sub* 
ject.  This  degrading  practice  must  cease;  out 
flag  must  protect  the  crew,  or  the  United  States 
cannot  consider  themselves  ao  independent  na- 
tion. To  settle  this  difference  amicably,  the  Pre- 
sident is  willing,  as  you  are  already  informed  by 
the  former  instructions,  to  remove  all  pretext  for 
it  to  the  British  Gh>vernment,  by  excluding  all 
British  seamen  from  our  vessels;  and  even  to 
extend  the  exclusion  to  all  British  subjects,  if  n»> 
cessary,  excepting  only  the  few  already  natural- 
ized ;  and  to  stipulate,  likewise,  the  surrender  of 
all  British  seamen  deserting  in  our  ports  in  future 
from  British  vessels,  public  or  private.    It  was 

f>resumed  by  all  dispassionata  persons,  that  the 
ate  law  of  Congress  relative  to  seamen  would 
effi»ctually  accomplish  the  object.  But  the  Prea* 
ident  is  willing,  as  you  find,  to  prevent  a  poesibtl- 
ity  of  failure,  to  go  further. 

Should  a  treaty  be  made,  it  is  proper,  aad  it  would 
have  a  conciliatory  efiect,  that  all  our  impreased 
seamen  who  may  be  discharged  under  it  should 
be  paid  for  their  services  by  the  British  Govevoo 
ment.  for  the  time  of  their  detaation,  the  wages 
whicn  they  might  have  obtained  in  the  merchant 
service  of  their  own  country. 

Blockade  is  the  subject  next  in  point  of  impor- 
tance, which  you  will  have  to  arrange.  In  the 
instructions  bearing  date  on  the  15th  of  April, 
1813,  it  was  remarked  that,  as  the  British  Qov«» 
ernmant  h|id  revoked  iu  Orders  in  Council,  and 
agreed  that  no  blockade  could  be  legal  which 
was  not  supported  by  an  adequate  force,  and  that 
such  adequate  force  should  be  applied  to  aa/ 
blockade  which  it  might  thereafter  loatitote,  thia 
cause  of  controversy  seemed  to  be  removed.  Fur* 
ther  reflection,  however,  has  added  great  foroe  to 
the  expediency  and  importance  of  a  precise  defi- 
nition of  the  public  law  on  thia  subject  There 
is  much  cause  to  presume  that,  if  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  had  taken  place  in  time  to 
have  been  known  here  before  the  declaration  of 
war,  and  had  had  the  effect  of  preventing  the 
declaration,  not  only  that  no  provision  would 
have  been  obtained  against  impressment,  but  that» 
under  the  name  of  blockade,  the  same  extent  of 
coast  would  have  been  covered  by  proclamation 
as  had  been  covered  by  the  Orders  in  CounciL 
The -war,  which  these  abuses  and  impressment 
contributed  so  much  to  produce^  might  possibly 
prevent  that  consequence.  But  it  would  be  mor^ 
satisfactory,  if  not  more  safe,  to  guard  against  it 
by  a  formal  definition  in  the  treaty.  It  is  true, 
should  the  British  Qovernment  violate  again  the 
legitimate  principles  of  blockade,  in  whatever 
terms  or  under  whatever  pretext  it  might  be  done, 
the  United  States  would  have  in  their  hands  a 
correspondent  resort;  but  a  principal  object  in 
making  peace  is  to  prevent,  oy  the  justice  and 
reciprocity  of  the  conditions,  a  recurrence  again 
to  war  for  the  same  cause.  If  the  British  Qov« 
ernment  sincerely  wishes  to  make  a  durable  peace 
with  the  United  Statei^  it  caa  have  no  reason- 
able objection  to  a  just  definition  of  blockade,  es- 
pecially as  the  two  Qovernments  have  agreed, 
in  their  correspondence,*  in  all  iu  esBentitl  fear 
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RdaKmuwiA  Grmi  Britain. 


trtftt  iodcfpendeotl^  of  the  Rotsimn  medifttioB)  to 
open  the  negotiation  on  the  Continent  rather 
tnan  at  London. 

It  was  infened  fom  the  general  policy  of  Ro»- 
aia,  and  the  friendly  sentiments  and  interposition 
of  the  Emperor,  that  a  respect  for  both  would 
have  maeh  influence  with  the  British  Cabinet  in 
promoting  a  pacific  policy  towards  as.  The  man- 
ner, howcTer,  in  which  it  is  anderstood  that  a 
Smeral  pacification  is  taking  place;  the  inflaenee 
real  Britain  may  hare  in  modifying  the  arrange- 
ments involved  in  it }  the  resources  she  may  be 
able  to  employ  exclusively  against  the  United 
States ;  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  precise  coarse 
which  Russia  may  pursue  in  relation  to  the  war 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
naturally  claim  attention,  and  raise  the  important 
question  in  reference  to  tbe  subject  of  impress- 
ment, on  which  it  is  presumed  your  negotiations 
will  essentially  turn,  whether  your  powers  ought 
not  to  be  enlarged  so  as  to  enable  you  to  give  to 
those  circumstances  all  the  weight  to  which  they 
may  be  entitled.  On  full  considetatton  it  has 
been  decided,  that,  in  case  no  stipulation  can  be 
obtained  from  the  British  QoVerttmeat  at  this 
moment,  when  its  pretensions  may  have  been 
much  heightened  by  recent  events,  and  the  state 
of  Europe  be  moet  favorable  to  them,  either  re- 
linquishing the  claim  to  impress  from  American 
vessels,, or  discontinuing  the  practice,  even  in 
consideration  of  the  proposed  exclusion  from  them 
of  British  seamen,  you  may  concur  in  an  article 
stipulating  that  the  subject  of  impressment,  to- 
gether with  that  of  commerce  between  the  two 
countries,  be  referred  to  a  separate  negotiation,  to 
be  wndertaken  without  delay,  at  such  place  as  you 
may  be  able  to  agree  on,  preferring  this  ctty  if  to 
be  obuined.  I  annex  at  the  close  of  this  letter  a 
project  of  an  article  expressing  more  distinctly 
the  idea  which  it  is  intended  to  commnnicate, 
not  meaning  thereby  to  restrain  you  in  any  re- 
apcct  as  to  the  form.  Commerce  and  seamen, 
the  objects  of  impressment,  may,  with  great  pro- 
priety, be  arranged  fn  the  saiiie  instrument.  By 
atipulating  that  Commissioners  shall  fbrlhwith 
be  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  that  all  rights 
on  this  subject  shall,  in  the  meantime,  be  reserved, 
thefaith  of  the  British  Government  will  be  pledged 
to  a  hit  experiment  in  an  amicable  mode,  and 
the  honor  and  rights  of  the  United  States  secured. 
The  United  Sutee  having  resisted  by  war  the 
practice  of  impressment,  and  continaed  the  war 
until  that  practice  had  ceased  by  a  peace  in  Bo- 
rope,  their  object  has  been  essentially  obtained 
for  the  present.  It  may  reasonably  be  expected 
that  the  arrangement  contemplated  and  provided 
for,  will  take  effect  before  a  new  war  in  Europe 
shall  furnish  an  occasion  for  reviving  the  prac- 
tice. Should  this  arrangement,  however,  fail, 
and  the  practice  be  again  revived,  the  united 
Slates  will  again  be  at  liberty  to  repel  it  by  war, 
and  that  they  will  do  so  cannot  be  doubted ;  for 
after  the  proof  which  they  have  already  given  of 
a  firm  resistance  in  that  mode,  persevered  in  un- 
til the  practice  had  ceased,  unaer  circumstances 
the  most  favoimble,  it  cannot  be  presumed  that 


the  praeciee  will  ever  be  toleimfcd  aL|ain.  Cto> 
tain  it  is.  that  every  day  will  rcodcr  it  moieif 
eliffible  in  Gkeat  Britain  to  make  the  attea^ 

In  contemplating  the  appointmeDt  of  Comai^ 
sioners,  to  be  made  after  the  rmtificafifle  «f  iA« 
present  treaty,  to  negotiate  and  cooeMsiresiy 
to  regulate  commerce,  and  proTiile  apiist  im- 
pressment, it  is  meant  only  to  ahovr  thecneat  to 
which  yob  may  go,  in  a  spirit  of  accoansiition, 
if  necessary.  Shoold  the  British  Ghyrcnimt  be 
williug  to  take  the  subject  up  iaimedisieif  vitk 
you,  it  would  be  much  preferred,  in  wbick  cue 
the  proposed  article  would,  of  coonei  he  tA^fd 
to  the  purpose. 

luformation  has  been  received,  fromaonittr 
deserving  attention,  that  the  late  events  inFmce 
have  produced  such  an  effect  on  the  Britu^G«^ 
ernment  as  to  make  it  probable  that  a  demui 
will  be  made  at  Got  ten  burg  to  surrender  oar  rifki 
to  the  fisheries ;  to  abandon  all  trade  beyood  tke 
Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  to  cede  Looisiafit  to 
Spain.  We  cannot  believe  that  such  a  demaad 
will  be  made.  Should  it  be,  yoQ  will  of  eoone 
treat  it  as  it  deserves.  These  rig^hts  most  not  h 
brought  into  discussion.  If  insisted  on,  yoor  oe 
gotiations  will  cease. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  rcspeemeii- 
tlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAIfBS  MONROE. 


Whereas,  by  the  peace  hi  Emro^  the  eveadil 
causes  of  the  war  between  the  United  Sisici^sad 
Great  Britain,  and  parttcnUrlv  the  paetiee  of 
impressment,  have  ceased,  and  a  aiaeoe  denre 
exists  to  arrange,  in  a  manner  aatia^terf  tobslk 
parties,  all  questions  eoaceraiog  seanes,  tad  it 
IS  also  their  desire  and  intentioa  teanaose,iat 
like  satisfactory  manner,  the  oemmeroe  beiweea 
the  two  countries,  it  is  therefore  agreed  dbi  Coah 
misaioners  shall  forthwith  be  appnafed  oa  nek 
side,  to  meet  at  -^,  with  fail  power  to  Defoliate 
and  conclude  a  treaty^  as  sooo  as  amy  be  piacci* 
cable,  for  the  arrangement  of  those  iapoctant  ia« 
tereets.  It  is,  nevertheleas,  Badcrstood,xbai,naMi 
such  treaty  be  formed,  each  fany  sha^  leiaka  all 
its  riahts,  and  that  all  American  citiaens  wke 
have  been  impressed  into  the  British  aervict  shall 
be  forthwith  discharged. 


Extract  of  a  letter  fipom  Mr.  Moniee,  Oeuctaiy  ef  Shh, 
to  the  jofait  CoMmiashmen  of  dM  United  StatBtfir 
treating  of  peace  with  Great  BritaiB,  dalsd, 

DsPARTMBHT  OF  Statb,  Jbnc  87, 181i 

The  omission  to  send  Ministers  to  Gottcabai^ 
without  a  previous  and  official  notification  of  tb* 
appointment  and  arrival  thereof  those  of  the  (/si- 
ted States,  a  formality,  which,  if  due  from  eitiKt 
party,  might  have  been  expected  from  thai  oil- 
ing the  overture,  rather  than  that  aceeptiDgit,0 
a  proof  of  a  dilatory  policy,  and  would,  in  osk: 
respects,  justify  animadversions,  if  there  wtsb 
disposition  here  to  overlook  eireamstaacef^ 
form,  when  interfering  with  more  subsnsai^ 
objects. 

By  my  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  whiei  f» 
with  this,  you  will  find  that  the  anbjeet  M<^ 
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ReUUions  trith  Great  Britain. 


We  theo  expressed  our  wish  to  reeeire  from 
le  British  CommissioDers  •  statement  of  the 
iews  and  objects  of  Great  Britain  upon  all  the 
Dints,  and  our  willingness  to  discuss  them  all,  in 
'der  that,  even  if  no  arrangement  could  be  agreed 
I  upon  the  points  not  included  in  our  instruc- 
)ns,  the  Qovernmentof  the  United  States  might 

possessed  of  the  entire  and  precise  intentions 

that  of  Great  Britain  respecting  these  points ; 
id  that  the  British  Government  might  be  fully 
formed  of  the  objections,  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
d  States,  to  any  such  arrangement. 
In  answer  to  our  remark,  that  these  points  had 
)t  been  alluded  to  by  Lord  Castlereagh  in  his 
tter  proposing  the  negotiation,  it  was  said  that 
could  not  be  expected  that,  in  a  letter  merely 
(tended  to  invite  a  negotiation,  ha  should  enu- 
iOrate  the  topics  of  discussion,  or  state  the  pre- 
nsions  of  his  Government,  since  these  would 
spend  upon  ulterior  events,  and  might  arise  out 
'  a  subsequent  state  of  things. 
In  reply  to  our  observation,  that  the  proposed 
ipalatioo  of  an  Indian  boundary  was  without 
cample  in  the  practice  of  European  nations,  it 
as  asserted  that  the  Indians  must  in  some  sort 
i  considered  as  an  independent  people,  since 
eaties  were  made  with  them  both  by  Great 
ritain  and  by  the  United  States ;  upon  which 
e  pointed  out  the  obvious  and  important  difier- 
ice  between  the  treaties  we  might  make  with 
idians  living  in  our  territory  and  such  a  treaty 
I  was  proposed  to  be  made  respecting  them  with 
foreign  Power,  who  had  solemnly  acknowledged 
le  territory  on  which  they  resided  to  be  part  of 
le  United  States. 

We  were  then  asked  by  the  British  Com  mis- 
oners,  whether,  incase  they  should  enter  further 
[>on  the  discussion  of  the  several  points  which 
id  been  stated,  we  could  expect  that  it  would 
rminate  by  some  provisional  arrangement  on 
le  points  on  which  we  had  no  instructions,  par- 
cuiarly  on  that  respecting  the  Indians,  which 
rangement  would  be  subject  to  the  ratification 
*our  Government. 

We  answered,  that  before  the  subjects  were 
i&tinctly  understood,  and  the  objects  in  view 
tore  precisely  disclosed,  we  could  not  decide 
hether  it  would  be  possible  to  form  any  satis- 
ctory  article  on  the  subject,  nor  pledge  ourselves 
I  to  the  exercise  of  a  discretion  under  our  pow- 
's,  even  with  respect  to  a  provisional  agreement. 
7e  addecL  that,  as  we  should  deeply  deplore  a 
ipture  of  the  n^otiation  on  any  point,  it  was 
It  anxious  desire  to  employ  all  possible  means 
>  avert  an  event  so  serious  in  its  consequences } 
3d  that  we  had  not  been  without  hopes  that  a 
iscussion  might  correct  the  effect  of  any  errone« 
is  information  which  the  British  Government 
light  have  received  on  the  subject  which  they 
ad  proposed  as  a  preliminary  basis. 

We  took  this  opportunity  to  remark,  that  no 
ation  observed  a  policy  more  liberal  and  humane 
awards  the  Indians  than  that  pursued  by  the 
nited  Stales;  that  our  object  had  been,  by  all 
racticable  means,  to  introduce  civilization  among 
lem ;  that  their  possessions  were  secured  to  them ) 
13lh  Con.  Sd  Sbss. 


by  well-defined  boundaries ;  that  their  persons, 
lands,  and  other  property,  were  now  more  effect- 
ually protected  against  violence  or  frauds,  from 
any  quarter,  than  they  had  been  under  any  former 
Government;  that  even  our  citizens  were  not  al- 
lowed to  purchase  their  lands;  that  when  they 
gave  up  their  title  to  any  portion  of  their  coomtry 
to  the  united  States,  it  was  by  voluntary  treaty 
with  our  Gbvernment,  who  gave  them  a  satis- 
factory equivalent;  and  that  through  these  means 
the  United  States  had  succeeded  in  preserving, 
since  the  Treaty  of  Greenville  of  1795,  an  unin- 
terrupted peace  of  sixteen  years  with  all  the  In* 
dian  tribes — a  period  of  tranquillity  much  longer 
than  they  were  known  to  have  enjoyed  hereto- 
fore. 

It  was  then  expressly  stated  on  our  part,  that 
the  proposition  respecting  the  Indians  was  not 
distinctly  understood.  We  asked  whether  the 
pacification  and  the  settlement  of  a  boundary  for 
them  were  both  made  ^nnequarum?  which  was 
answered  in  the  affirmative.  The  question  was 
then  asked  the  British  Commissioners,  whether 
the  proposed  Indian  boundary  was  intended  to 
preclude  the  United  States  from  the  right  of  pur- 
chasing by  treaty  from  the  Indians,  without  the 
consent  of  Great  Britain,  lands  lying  beyond  that 
boundary^  and  as  a  restriction  upon  the  Indiana 
from  selling,  by  amicable  treaties,  lands  to  the 
United  States,  as  had  been  hitherto  practised? 

To  this  question  it  was  first  answered,  by  one 
of  the  Commissioners,  that  the  Indians  would 
not  be  restricted  from  selling  their  lands^  but  that 
the  United  States  would  be  restricted  from  pur- 
chasing them ;  and^  on  reflection,  another  of  the 
Commissioners  stated  that  it  was  intended  that 
the  Indian  territories  should  be  a  barrier  between 
the  British  dominions  and  those  of  the  United 
States ;  that  both  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  should  be  restricted  from  purchasing  their 
lands;  but  that  the  Indians  might  sell  them  to  a 
third  party. 

The  proposition  respecting  Indian  boundarieiL 
thus  explained,  and  connected  with  the  right  or 
sovereignty  ascribed  to  the  Indians  over  the  coun- 
try, amounted  to  nothing  less  than  a  demand  of 
the  absolute  cession  of  the  rights  both  of  sover- 
eignty and  of  soil.  We  cannot  abstain  from  re- 
marking to  you,  that  the  subject  qf  Indian  boun- 
dary was  indistinctly  stated  when  first  proposed, 
and  that  the  explanations  were  at  first  obscure, 
and  always  given  with  reluctance;  and  it  was 
declared,  from  the  first  moment,  to  tie  a  nne  qua 
mm,  rendering  any  discussion  unprofitable  until 
it  was  admitted  as  a  basis.  Knowing  that  we  had 
no  power  to  cede  to  the  Indians  any  part  of  our 
territory,  we  thought  it  unnecessary  to  ask^  what 
probably  would  not  have  been  answered  till  the 
principle  was  admitted,  where  the  line  of  demar- 
cation of  the  Indian  country  was  proposed  to  be 
established. 

The  British  CommiMioners,  after  having  re- 
peated that  their  instructions  on  the  subject  of 
the  Indians  were  peremptory,  stated  that,  unless 
we  could  give  some  assurance  that  our  powera 
would  allow  us  to  make  at  least  a  provisional  ar* 
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They,  the  American  Commissioners,  were  ask- 
ed whether,  if  those  of  Great  Britain  should  enter 
further  upon  this  discussion,  particularly  respect- 
ing the  Indian  boundary,  the  American  Commis- 
sioners could  expect  that  it  would  terminate  by 
some  provisional  arrangement  which  the^  could 
conclude,  subject  to  the  ratification  of  their  Gk>y- 
ernment. 

They  answered  that,  as  any  arrangement  to 
which  they  could  agree  upon  the  subject  must  be 
without  specific  authority  from  their  Qoyem- 
raent,  it  was  not  possible  for  them,  previous  to 
the  discussion,  to  decide  whether  any  article  on 
the  subject  could  be  formed  which  would  be  mu- 
tually satisfactory,  and  to  which  they  should 
think  thpmselvea,  under  their  discretionary  pow- 

ers,  JQs^ifi^^  in  accedin|r. 
The  meeting  was  adjourned. 
True  copy : 

C.  HUGHES,  Jr., 
Secretary  of  Legation, 


Messrs.  Adams,  Bayard,  Clay,  Russell,  and  Gallatin> 
to  Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State. 

Ghent,  August  19, 1814. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Baker,  secretary  to  the  British  mis- 
sion, called  upon  us  to-day  at  one  o'clock,  and  in- 
Tited  us  to  a  conference  to  be  held  at  three.  This 
was  agreed  to ;  and  the  British  Commissioners 
opened  it  by  saying  that  they  had  received  their 
further  instructions  this  morning,  and  had  not  lost 
a  moment  in  requesting  a  meeting  fur  the  pur- 
pose of  communicating  the  decision  ot  their  Gov- 
ernment. It  is  proper  to  notice  that  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  had  arrived  last  night  in  this  city, 
whence,  it  is  said,  he  will  depart  to-morrow,  on 
his  way  to  Brussels  and  Vienna. 

The  British  Commissioners  stated  that  tlieir 
Government  had  felt  some  surprise  that  we  were 
not  instructed  respecting  the  Indians,  as  it  could 
not  have  been  eipected  that  they  would  leave 
their  allies  in  their  comparatively  weak  situation, 
exposed  to  our  resentment.  Great  Britain  might 
justly  have  supposed  that  the  American  Govern- 
ment would  have  furnished  us  with  instructions, 
authorizing  us  to  agree  to  a  positive  article  on 
the  subject ;  but  the  least  she  could  demand  was, 
that  we  should  sign  a  provisional  article,  admit- 
ting the  principle,  subject  to  the  ratification  of 
our  Government,  so  that  if  it  should  be  ratified 
the  treaty  should  take  efiect ;  and  if  not,  that  it 
should  be  null  and  void.  On  our  assent  or  refusal 
to  admit  such  an  article,  would  dejiend  the  con- 
tinuance oc  suspension  of  the  negotiation. 

As  we  had  represented  that  the  proposition 
made  by  them  on  that  subject  was  not  sufficiently 
explicit,  their  Grovernment  had  directed  them  to 
flive  us  every  necessary  explanation,  and  to  state 
oistinctly  the  basis  which  must  be  considered  as 
an  indispensable  preliminary. 

It  was  a  tine  qua  non  that  the  Indians  should 
be  included  in  the  pacification,  and,  as  incident 
thereto,  that  the  boundaries  of  their  territory 
should  he  permanently  established.  Peace  with 
the  Indians  was  a  subject  ao  simple  aa  to  require 


DO  comment.    With  respeec   to  the  bouadsrie 
which  were  to  divide  their  territory  frooi  ihitd 
the  United  States,  the  object  of  the  Britkh  Gor- 
emment  was,  that  the  Indians  sb«Mdtf  reaiio  ss 
a  permanent  barrier  between  our  verten  sefc/e- 
ments  and  the  adjacent  British  proviacei,  to  pre- 
vent them  from  being  con  term  iooos  loeieh  other; 
and  that  neither  the  United  States  nor Gnt  Brit- 
ain should  ever  hereafter  have  the  rights  par- 
chase  or  acquire  any  part  of  the  territory  iIb  re- 
cognised as  belonffine  to  the  Indians.   Wiikngard 
to  the  extent  of  tne  Indian  territory  and  xht\m^ 
dary  line,  the  British  Govern onent  woold  pn^ 
the  lines  of  the  Greenville  Treaty  as  a  proper  W 
sis,  subject,  however,  to  discussion  and  modiiks- 

tiODS. 

We  stated  that  the  Indian  territory,  aceordi^ 
to  these  lines,  would  comprehend  a  great  Dombe 
of  American  citizens ;  not  less,  perhaps,  tkas  i 
hundred  thousand ;  and  asked  what  was  the  iV 
tention  of  the  British  GoTernmcnt  respectisf 
them,  and  under  whose  Government  they  woeM 
fall?  It  was  answered  that  those  setuea]ei& 
would  be  taken  into  consideration  when  tke  lise 
became  a  subject  of  discussion  ;  but  that  meh  d 
the  inhabitants  as  would  ultimately  be  iadwded 
within  the  Indian  Territory  mnst  make  tkir own 
arrangements,  and  provide  for  themselrts. 

The  British  Commissioners  here  said  that,coa- 
sidering  the  importance  of  the  question  we  ksd  to 
decide,  (that  of  agreeing  to  a  provisional  article) 
their  Government  had  thought  that  ve  sboaH 
also  be  fully  informed  of  its  views  wiA  respect 
10  the  proposed  revision  of  the  boundary  Use  be- 
tween the  dominions  of  Great  Britaia  tad  the 
United  States. 

1st.  Experience  had  proved  that  the  joiat  pes* 
session  of  the  Lakes,  and  a  right  coatmoo  tirbotk 
nations  to  keep  up  a  naval  force  oa  tbem,  seees- 
sarily  produced  collisions,  and  rendered  peeee  in- 
secure. As  Great  Britain  coaM  aoi  be  supposed 
to  expect  to  make  conquests  in  that  quarter,  and 
as  that  province  was  esseatiaJJy  weaker  than  the 
United  States,  and  exposed  to  invasion^  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  iu  security  that  Qieat  BriUia  should 
require  that  the  United  States  should  hereafter 
keep  no  armed  naval  force  oa  the  wcsieni  lakes 
from  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake  Superior,  both  inda- 
sive ;  that  they  should  not  erect  any  forti&ed  or 
military  post  or  establishment  on  the  shores  of 
those  lakes ;  and  that  they  should  not  maistiii 
those  which  were  already  existing.  This  nosl 
they  said,  be  considered  as  a  moderate  densad, 
since  Great  Britain,  if  she  had  not  diselaiaied  tbe 
intention  of  any  increase  of  territory  migbt,  wkk 
propriety,  have  asked  a  cession  of  the  adjice&t 
American  shores.  The  commereiad  aar^tK^ 
and  intercourse  would  be  left  on  the  samefooti^ 
as  heretofore.  It  was  expressly  stated  (iatss«? 
to  a  question  we  asked)  that  Gkeat  Brttais  ^ 
to  retain  the  right  of  having  an  armed  nanl  Nfft 
on  those  lakes,  and  of  holding  miliiary  pos^^ 
establishments  on  their  shores. 

2d.  The  boundary  line  west  of  Lmke  &^^* 
and  thence  to  the  Mississippi,  to  he  reviM^t*^^ 
the  treaty-right  of  Great  oritaia  to  the  ttiigt- 
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;ion  of  the  Mississippi  to  be  continued.  When 
isked  whether  they  did  not  mean  the  line  from 
;he  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi  ?  the 
British  Commissioners  repeated,  that  they  meant 
he  line  from  Lake  Superior  to  that  liyer. 

3d.  A  direct  communication  from  Halifax,  and 
he  Province  of  New  Brunswick,  to  ^oebec,  to 
»e  secured  to  Great  Britain.  In  answer  to  our 
[uestioo,  in  what  manner  this  was  to  be  effected, 
ve  were  told  that  it  must  be  done  by  a  cession  to 
j^reat  Britain  of  that  portion  of  the  District  of 
daine,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  which  in- 
ervenes  between  New  Brunswick  and  duebec, 
Lod  prevents  the  direct  communication. 

Reverting  to  the  proposed  provisional  article 
especting  the  Indian  pacification  and  boundary, 
he  British  Commissioners  concluded  by  sratinc 
o  us,  that  if  the  conferences  should  be  suspended 
>y  our  refusal  to  agree  to  such  an  article,  without 
laving  obtained  further  instructions  from  our 
jrovernment,  Great  Britain  would  not  consider 
lerself  bound  to  abide  by  the  terms  which  she 
low  offered,  but  would  be  at  liberty  to  vary  and 
egulate  her  demands  according  to  subsequent 
rvents,  and  in  such  manner  as  the  state  of  the 
var,  at  the  time  of  renewing  the  negotiations, 
aight  warrant. 

We  asked  whether  the  statement  made  re- 
pecting  the  proposed  revision  of  the  boundary 
ine  between  the  United  States  and  the  domin- 
ons  of  Great  Britain  embraced  all  the  objects 
he  meant  to  brins  forward  for  discussion,  and 
vhat  were  particularly  her  views  with  respect  to 
hloose  Island,  and  such  other  islands  in  the  bay 
»f  Passamaquoddy  as  had  been  in  our  possession 
ill  the  present  war,  but  had  been  lately  captured  ? 
iVe  were  answered  that  those  islands,  belonging 
»f  right  to  Great  Britain  fas  much  so,  one  of  the 
IJommissioners  said,  as  Northamptonshire,)  they 
vould  certainly  be  kept  by  her,  and  were  not 
rven  supposed  to  be  an  object  of  discussion. 

From  the  forcible  manner  in  which  the  demand 
hat  the  United  States  should  keep  no  naval  arm- 
id  force  on  the  Lakes,  nor  any  military  posts  on 
heir  shores,  had  been  brought  forward,  we  were 
nduced  to  inquire  whether  this  condition  was 
ilso  meant  as  a  tine  qua  non  ?  To  this  the  Brit- 
sh  Commissioners  declined  giving  a  positive  an- 
iwer.  They  said  that  they  had  been  sufficiently 
siplicit ;  that  they  had  given  us  one  tine  qua  non, 
ind,  when  we  had  disposed  of  that,  it  would  be 
ime  enough  to  give  us  an  answer  to  another. 

We  then  stated  (bat,  considering  the  nature 
tnd  importance  of  the  communication  made  this 
lay,  we  wished  the  British  Commissioners  to  re- 
luce  their  proposals  to  writing  before  we  gave 
hem  an  answer.  This  they  agreed  to,  and  prom- 
sed  to  send  us  an  official  note  without  delay. 

We  need  hardljr  sa]N  that  the  demands  of  Ureat 
Britain  will  receive  from  us  an  unanimous  and 
lecided  negative.  We  do  not  deem  it  necessary 
o  detain  the  John  Adams  for  the  purpose  of 
ransmitting  to  you  the  official  notes  which  may 
ASS  on  the  subject  and  close  the  negotiation. 
Ind  we  have  felt  it  our  doty  immediately  to  ap-  j 
;>rize  you,  by  this  hasty  but  correct  sketch  of  our  | 


last  conference,  that  there  is  not,  at  present,  any 
hope  of  peace. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  perfect  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 

J.  A.  BAYARD, 

H.  CLAY, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

P.  S.  August  20, 1814.— We  have  this  moment 
received  the  note  of  the  British  Commissioners, 
which  had  been  promised  to  us,  bearing  date  yes- 
terday, a  copy  of  which  we  have  the  honor  to 
enclose. 


Noie  of  the  BrUi$k  CommunonerM. 

Ghent,  August  19, 1814. 

The  undersigned  Plenipotentiaries  of  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty  do  themselves  the  honor  of  ac- 
quainting the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United 
States,  that  they  have  commmunicated  to  their 
Court  the  result  of  the  conference  which  they  had 
the  honor  of  holding  with  them  upon  the  9th  in- 
stant, in  which  they  stated  that  they  were  un- 
provided with  any  specific  instructions  as  to  com* 
prehending  the  Indian  nations  in  a  treaty  of  peace 
to  be  made  with  Great  Britain,  and  as  to  defining 
a  boundarv  to  the  Indian  territory. 

The  unoersi^ned  are  instructed  to  acquaint  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States,  that  His 
Majesty's  Government  having,  at  the  outset  of 
the  negotiation,  with  a  view  to  the  speedy  resto- 
ration of  peace,  reduced,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
number  of  points  to  be  discussed,  and  having  pro- 
fessed themselves  willing  to  forego,  on  some  im- 
portant topics,  any  stipulation  to  the  advantage  of 
Great  Britain,  cannot  but  feel  some  surprise  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  should  not 
have  furnished  their  Plenipotentiaries  with  in- 
structions upon  those  points  which  could  hardly 
fail  to  come  under  discussion. 

Under  the  inability  of  the  American  Plenipo- 
tentiaries to  conclude  any  article  upon  the  subject 
of  Indian  pacification  and  Indian  boundary,  which 
shall  bind  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
His  Majesty's  Governmentconceive  that  they  can- 
not give  a  better  proof  of  their  sincere  desire  for 
the  restoration  of  peace  than  by  professing  their 
willingness  to  accept  a  provisional  article  upon 
those  heads,  in  the  event  of  the  American  Plenipo- 
tentiaries considering  themselves  authorized  to 
accede  to  the  general  principles  upon  which  suck 
an  article  ought  to  be  founded.  With  a  view  to 
enable  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  to  decide 
how  far  the  conclusion  of  such  an  article  is  within 
the  limit  of  their  general  discretion,  the  under- 
signed are  directed  to  state  fully  and  distinctly  the 
b^is  upon  which  alone  Great  Britain  sees  any 
prospect  of  advantage  in  the  continuance  of  the 
negotiation  at  the  present  time. 

The  undersigned  have  already  had  the  honor 
of  stating  to  the  American  Plenipotentiaties  that, 
in  considering  the  points  above  referred  to  as  a 
tine  qua  non  of  any  treaty  of  peace,  the  yiew  of 
the  British  Government  is  the  permanent  tran- 


1S28 


APPENDIX. 


13U 


Rdatwns  with  Gr&at  Briiam. 


Soillity  tnd  secaritf  of  the  ladian  oationf,  mod 
\m  preyention  of  those  jetloaiies  sad  irritationa 
to  which  the  fjreqoent  alteration  of  the  ladian 
limits  has  heretofore  given  rise.  For  this  purpose 
it  is  indispensably  necessarf  that  the  Indian  na- 
tions who  have  been, daring  the  war,  in  alliance 
with  Great  Britain,  shonld,at  the  tenainaiion  of 
the  war,  be  included  in  the  pacification. 

It  is  eqaaUy  necessary  that  a  definite  boundary 
should  be  assigned  to  the  Indians,  and  that  the  con- 
tracting parties  should  guarantee  the  integrity  of 
their  territory  by  a  mutusl  stipulation  not  to  ac- 
quire, by  purchase  or  otherwise,  any  territory 
within  tne  special  limits.  The  British  GoTern- 
ment  are  willing  to  take  as  the  basis  of  an  article 
on  this  subject  those  stipulations  of  the  Treatv  of 
GreeoTille,  sabiect  to  modifications,  which  relate 
to  a  boundary  une. 

As  the  undersigned  are  desirous  of  stating  every 
point  in  connexion  with  the  subject  which  may 
reasonably  influence  the  decision  of  the  American 
Pleapotentiariesin  the  exercise  of  their  discretion, 
Ihey  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  re- 
peat whAt  they  have  already  stated,  Great  Britain 
desires  the  revision  of  the  frontier  between  her 
North  American  dominions  and  those  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  not  with  any  view  to  an  acquisition  of 
territory,  as  such,  but  ior  the  purpose  of  securing 
her  possessions  and  preventing  future  disputes* 

Tne  British  Government  consider  the  lakes 
fram  Lake  Onurio  to  Lake  Superior,  both  inclu- 
sive, to  be  the  natural  military  frontier  of  the 
British  posseuions  in  North  America*  As  the 
weaker  rower  on  the  North  American  continent, 
the  least  capable  of  acting  ofiensively,  and  the 
most  exposed  to  sadden  invasion,  Great  &itain 
considers  the  military  occupation  of  these  lakes 
as  necessary  to  the  security  of  her  dominions. 
A  boimdary  line  equally  dividing  these  waters, 
with  a  right  in  each  nation  to  arm,  both  upon 
the  lakes  and  upon  their  shores,  is  calculated  to 
create  a  contest  for  naval  ascendancy  in  peace 
as  well  as  in  war.  The  Power  which  occupies 
these  lakes  should,  as  a  necessary  result,  have  the 
mllitarv  occup^ion  of  both  shores.  In  further- 
anee  or  this  object,  the  British  Government  is 
prepared  to  propow  a  boundary.  But  as  this 
mi^ht  be  misconstrued  as  an  intention  to  extend 
their  possessions  to  the  southward  of  the  lakes, 
(whicn  is  by  no  means  the  object  they  have  in 
▼iew,)  they  are  disposed  to  leave  the  territorial 
limits  undisturbed,  and  as  incident  to  them,  the 
free  commercial  navigation  of  the  lakes,  provided 
that  the  American  Government  will  stipulate  not 
to  maintain  or  construct  any  fortifications  upon, 
or  within,  a  limited  distance  of  the  shoreis  or 
maintain  or  construct  any  armed  vessels  upon  the 
lakes  in  question,  or  in  the  rivers  which  empty 
themselves  into  the  same. 

If  this  can  be  adjusted,  there  will  then  remain 
for  discussion  the  arrangement  of  the  Northwest- 
am  boundary  between  Lake  Superior  and  the 
Mississippi,  tne  free  navigation  of  that  river,  and 
each  a  variation  of  the  line  of  frontier  as  may 
secure  a  direct  communication  between  Quebec 
and  Halifax. 


The  undersigned  trust  that  the  fall  stafeoot 
which  they  have  made  of  the  views  and  ohjeea 
of  the  British  Government,  in  reqoiri^  i^  pa- 
cification of  the  Indian  nations,  susd  a  perauBcat 
limit  to  their  territories,  will  enable  t^Asseri- 
can  Plenipotentiaries  to  conclude  a  ponsioDsl 
article  upon  the  basis  abore  stated.    ShMld  they 
feel  it  necessary  to  refer  to  the  GSovenaeuof  the 
United  States  for  further  instrnctioas, Under- 
signed feel  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  aeiBuat 
the  American  Plenipotentiaries  ihat  tkcs  Gov- 
ernment cannot  be  precluded   by  anythiB{  ^ 
has  passed,  from  varying  the  tcnns  at  ptaax 
proposed,  in  such  a  manner  aa  the  stale  d  ik 
war,  at  the  time  of  resuming  the  coafereices, 
may.  in  their  judgment,  render  SMlTisable. 

Tne  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  o^ 
casion  to  renew  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  tk 
United  States  the  assurance  of  their  high  c«i* 
sideration.  GAMBIKR, 

HBNRY  GOULB17R.V 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


The  Plenipotenttsries  of  the  United  Stales  to  t&eSb^ 

rstmiy  of  State. 

Ghent,  October 2i,mi. 

Sin :  We  have  the  honor  of  transmimag  here- 
with copies  of  all  our  correspondence  vtth  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries,  since  the  deparuiFe  of 
Blr.  Dallas.    Although  the  actgotiation  hss  sot 
terminated  so  abruptly  as  we  expected  sf  tbit 
period  that  it  would,  we  have  no  reason  to  remct 
the  opinion  which  we  then  expressed,  tkst  ao 
hopes  of  peace,  as  likely  to  result  horn  it,  csold 
be  entertained.    It  is  true,  that  the  leras  vfaifih 
the  British  Government  had  so  peremptorily  \)r- 
scribed  at  that  time  have  been  appaieady  abto- 
doned,  and  that  the  suie  gtianoa  then  nqaind  as 
a  preliminary  to  all  discussion  opoa  other  topics 
has  been  reduced  to  an  article  seeoriag  merely  an 
Indian  pacification,  which  we  hare  wgreed  to  ac- 
cept, subject  to  the  ratification  or  rejection  of  oar 
Government.    But  you  will  perceive  ihat  our  re- 
quest for  the  exchange  of  a  project  oC  a  ueaty 
has  been  eluded,  and  that,  in  theic  last  note,  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  have  advaaccd  s  de- 
mand not  only  new  and  inadmissible,  bni  totaUy 
incompatible  with  their  uniform  previous  dec\a- 
rations  that  Great  Briuin  had  no  view  inthi» 
negotiation  to  any  acquisition  of  territory,  li 
will  be  perceived  that  this  new  pretension  vts 
brought  forward  immediately  after  the  accoosts 
had  been  received  that  a  British  force  had  takn 
possession  of  all  that  part  of  the  State  of  Mssar 
chusetts  situate  east  ofPenobacot  river.  Tbe  fin- 
tish  Plenipotentiaries  have  invariaUy  refenedto 
their  Gkivernment  every  note  received  froaai 
and  waited  the  return  of  their  messenger  befoic 
they  have  transmitted  to  us  their  answer,  tad  fk 
whole  tenor  of  the  correspondence,  as  well  ss  ^ 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  conducted  oa  » 
part  of  the  British  Government,  have  ccmcaotf^ 
convince  us  that  their  object  has  been  delay;  ^ 
motives  for  this  policy  we  presume  to  haff  ^^en 
to  keep  the  alternative  of  peace,  or  of  a  pttaot^ 
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W9X  in  their  own  hands,  uatil  the  genend  arraoge- 
neot  of  European  affairs  should  be  accomplished 
It  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  and  until  they  could 
irail  tiaemselves  of  the  advantages  which  they 
lave  aaticipated  from  the  success  of  their  arms 
[aring  the  present  campaign  in  America. 

Aitnough  the  Sovereigns  who  had  determined 
0  be  Dresent  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna  have 
leen  already  sereral  weeks  assembled  there,  it 
Iocs  not  appear  by  the  last  advices  from  that 
>lace  that  the  Congress  has  been  formally  opened. 
}n  the  contrary,  by  a  declaration  from  the  pleni* 
>otentiaries  of  the  Powers,  who  were  parties  to 
he  peace  of  Paris  of  30th  of  May  last,  the  open- 
ng  of  the  Congress  appears  to  have  been  post- 
poned to  the  1st  of  November.  A  memorial  is 
aid  to  have  beeil  presented  by  the  French  Am- 
Missador,  Talleyrand,  in  which  it  is  declared  that 
France,  having  returned  to  her  boundaries  in 
792,  can  recognise  none  of  the  aggrandizements 
\i  the  other  great  Powers  of  £urope  since  that 
)eriod,  although  not  intending  to  oppose  them 
)y  war. 

These  circumstances  indicate  that  the  new 
>a8is  for  the  political  system  of  Europe  will  not 
)e  so  speedily  settled  as  had  been  expected.  The 
)rinciple  thus  assumed  by  France  is  very  exten- 
live  in  its  effects,  and  opens  a  field  for  negotia- 
ion  much  wider  than  had  been  anticipated.  We 
hink  it  does  not  promise  an  aspect  of  immediate 
ranquiliity  to  this  Continent,  and  that  it  will 
lisconcert  particularly  the  measures  which  Gfareat 
3ritaia  has  been  taking  with  regard  to  the  future 
iestination  of  this  country,  amonff  others,  and  to 
vhich  she  has  attached  apparently  much  impor- 
ance. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
lir,  your  very  humble  servants, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 
J.  A.  BAYARD, 
HENRY  CLAY, 
JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Hon.  Jambs  Monbob, 

SecreUary  of  SUUe, 


[Referred  to  in  the  despatch  of  October  25,  1814.] 
The  American  io  the  Briiish  Miniiiere* 

Ghent,  Augutt  24, 1814. 

The  undersigned  Ministers  Plenipotentiary 
md  Extraordinary,  from  the  United  States  of 
America,  hare  given  to  the  official  note  which 
they  have  had  tne  honor  of  receiving  from  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries.,  the  delib- 
erate attention  which  the  importance  of  its  con- 
tents required,  and  have  now*  that  of  transmit- 
ting to  them  their  answer  on  the  several  points 
to  which  it  refers. 

They  would  present  to  the  consideration  of  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  that  Lord  Castiereagh, 
in  his  letter  of  the  4th  November,  1813,  to  tiie 
American  Secretary  of  State,  pledges  the  faith 
of  the  British  Government,  that  **  they  were  will- 
ing to  enter  into  discussion  with  the  Government 
of  America  for  the  conciliatory  adjustment  of 


the  difierences  subsisting  between  the  two  States, 
with  an  earnest  desire  on  their  part  to  bring  them 
to  a  favorable  issue,  upon  principles  of  perfect 
reciprocity,  not  inconsistent  with  the  established 
maxims  of  public  law,  and  with  the  maritime 
righu  of  the  British  empire."  This  fact  alone 
might  suffice  to  show,  that  it  ought  not  to  hare 
been  expected  that  the  American  Government,  in 
acceding  to  this  proposition,  should  have  ex* 
ceeded  its  terms,  and  furnished  the  undersigned 
with  instructions  authorizing  them  to  treat  with 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  respecting  the  In- 
dians situated  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States.  That  such  expectation  was  not  en* 
tertained  by  the  British  Government  might  alM» 
have  been  inferred  from  the  explicit  assurances 
which  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  gave  on  the 
part  of  their  €h>vernment,  at  the  first  conference 
which  the  undersigned  had  the  honor  of  holding 
with  them,  that  no  events  aubsequent  to  the  first 
proposals  for  this  negotiation  had,  in  any  manneri 
varied  either  the  disposition  of  the  British  Got- 
ernment,  that  it  might  terminate  in  a  peace  hon- 
orable to  both  parties,  or  the  terms  upon  which 
they  would  be  willing  to  conclude  it. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  difierences  which 
unhappily  subsisted  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  and  which  ultimately  led  to 
the  present  war,  were  wholly  of  a  maritime  na- 
ture, arising  principally  from  the  British  Ordem 
in  Council  in  relation  to  blockades,  and  from  the 
impressment  of  mariners  on  board  of  American 
vessels.  The  boundary  of  the  Indian  territory 
had  never  been  a  subject  of  difierencc  between 
the  two  countries.  Neither  the  principles  of  re- 
ciprocity, the  maxims  of  public  law,  nor  the 
maritime  rights  of  the  British  empire,  could  re- 
quire the  permanent  establishment  of  such  boimd- 
ary.  The  novel  pretensions  now  advanced  could 
no  more  have  been  anticipated  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  forming  instrne- 
tions  for  this  negotiation,  than  they  seem  to.  have 
been  contemplated  by  that  of  Great  Britain  in 
November  last  in  proposing  it.  Lord  Caatle- 
reagh's  note  makes  the  termination  of  the  war  to 
depend  on  a  conciliatory  adjustment  of  the  dif- 
ferences then  subsisting  between  the  two  Statcsj 
and  on  no  other  condition  whatever. 

Nor  could  the  American  Gtov^nment  hava 
foreseen  that  Great  Britain,  in  order  to  obtain 
peace  for  the  Indians  residing  within  the  domin- 
ions of  the  United  States,  whom  she  had  induced 
to  take  part  with  her  in  the  war,  would  demand 
that  they  should  be  made  parties  to  the  treaty 
between  the  two  nations ;  or  that  the  boundatiea 
of  their  lands  should  be  permanently  and  irrevo- 
cably fixed  by  that  treaty.  Sucix  a  proposition-ia 
contrary  to  the  acknowledged  principles  of  pub- 
lic law,  and  to  the  practice  of  all  civilised  na- 
tions, particularly  of  Great  Britain  and  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  not  founded  on  reciprocity ; 
it  is  unnecessary  for  the  attainment  of  the  object 
which  it  professes  to  have  in  view. 

No  maxim  of  public  law  has  hitherto  been 
more  universally  established  among  the  Powera 
of  Europe  possessing  territories  in  America,  and 
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there  is  none  to  which  Great  Britain  has  more 
QDiformljr  and  iofleiiblf  adhered  than  that  of 
aoflTeriDg  no  interpositioD  of  a  foreign  Power  in 
the  relations  between  the  acknowledged  Sover- 
eign of  the  territory  and  the  Indians  sitaated 
upon  it.  Without  the  admission  of  this  princi- 
ple there  would  be  no  intelligible  meaning  at- 
tached to  stipulations  establishing  boondaries 
between  the  dominions  in  America  of  civil ized 
nations,  possessing  terntories  inhabited  bj  Indian 
tribes.  Whatever  may  be  the  relations  of  Indians 
to  the  nation  in  whose  territory  they  are  thus 
acknowledged  to  reside,  they  cannot  be  consid- 
ered as  an  independent  Power  by  the  nation 
which  has  made  such  an  acknowledgment. 

That  the  territory  of  which  Great  Britain 
wishes  now  to  dispose  is  within  the  dominions  of 
the  United  States  was  solemnly  acknowledged 
by  herself  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  which 
established  their  boundaries,  and  by  which  she 
relinquished  all  claims  to  the  government,  pro- 
priety, and  territorial  rights  within  those  bound- 
mries.  No  condition  respecting  the  Indians  resid- 
ing there  was  inserted  in  that  treat]^.  No  stipu- 
lation similar  to  that  now  proposed  is  to  ba  found 
in  any  treaty  made  by  Great  Britain,  or,  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  undersigned,  by  any  other 
nation. 

The  Indian  tribes  for  which  Great  Britain  pro- 
poses now  to  stipulate,  have  themselves  acknowl- 
edged this  principle.  By  the  Greenville  Treaty 
of  1795,  to  which  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
have  alluded,  it  is  expressly  stipulated,  and  the 
eondition  has  been  confirmed  by  every  subse- 
quent treaty,  so  late  as  the  year  1810,  "that  the 
Indian  tribes  shall  quietly  enjov  their  lands,  hunt- 
ing, planting,  and  dwelling  thereon  so  long  as 
they  please,  without  any  molestation  from  the 
United  States;  but  that  when  those  tribes,  or  any 
of  them,  shall  be  disposed  to  sell  their  lands,  they 
are  to  be  sold  only  to  the  United  States;  that, 
until  such  sale,  the  United  States  will  protect  all 
the  said  Indian  tribes  in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of 
their  lands  against  all  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  against  all  other  white  persons  who 
intrude  on  the  same ;  and  that  the  said  Indian 
tribes  again  acknowledge  themselves  to  be  under 
the  protection  of  the  said  United  States,  and  of 
no  other  Power  whatever." 

That  there  is  no  reciprocitjr  in  the  proposed 
stipulation  is  evident.  In  prohibiting  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  United  States  from  purchasing  lands 
within  a  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  latter 
Power,  while  it  professes  to  take  from  Great 
Britain  a  privilege  which  she  bad  not,  it  actually 
deprives  tne  United  States  of  a  right  exclusively 
belonging  to  them. 

'  The  proposition  is  also  utterly  unnecessary  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  pacification  for  the  In- 
dians residing  within  the  territories  of  the  United 
States.  The  undersigned  have  already  had  the 
honor  of  informing  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
that,  under  the  system  of  liberal  policy  adopted 
by  the  United  States  in  their  relations  with  the 
Indimns  within  their  territories,  an  uninterrupted 
peaca  had  subsisted  from  the  year  1705,  not  only 


between  the  United  States  and  mil  those  tnba. 
but  also  among  those  tribes  themaeivesr  kt  t 
longer  period  of  time  than  ever  hnd  hen  known 
since  the  first   settlement  of    Nonfc  AmericM. 
A^inst  those  Indians  the  United  Siiies  ^re 
neither  interest  nor  inclinntion  to  eottoae  the 
war.    They  have  nothing  to  nsk  ofnea  bat 
peace.    Commissioners  on  their  pnrt  kf*  iieea 
appointed  to  conclude  it,  and  an  araabce  vas 
actually  made  last  Autumn  witli  most  of  qok 
tribes.     The    British  Gh>veminent  may  lain 
have  induced  some  of  them  to  take  thesaiim 
the  war ;  but  peace  with  them  irill  necesanif 
follow  immediately  a  peace  with  Great  Brinit. 
To  a  provisional  article  similar  Co  what  hss  bea 
stipulated  in  some  former  treaties,  engagiag  tk 
each  party  will  treat  for  the  Indians  witbis  m 
territories,  include  them  in  the  peace,  and  use  in 
best  endeavors  to  prevent  them  litMn  commiitia{ 
hostilities  against  the  citizens  or  snbjects  of  ik 
other  party,  the  undersigned   mijgbt  asseat  t^ 
rely  on  the  approbation  and  ratineation  of  thta 
Government.    They  would,  also,  for  the  porpoK 
of  securing  the  duration  of  peace,  and  to  prereit 
collisions  which  might  ioterrapt  it,  propose  s 
stipulation  which  should  preclude  thesibjectior 
citizens  of  each  nation,  respectively,  from  trad- 
ing with  the  Indians  residing  in  the  temtory  of 
the  other.    But  to  surrender  both  the  rirbu  of 
sovereigntjr  and  of  soil  over  nearly  one-uini  of 
the  territorial  dominions  of  the  United  Siiies  to 
a  number  of  Indians,  not   probably  txeeeding 
twenty  thousand,  the  undersigned  are  so  fir  from 
being  instructed  or  authorized  that  the^  ssaire 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  that  any  amof^ 
ment  for  that  purpose  would  be  iascantaneoasly 
rejected  by  their  Government. 

Not  only  has  this  extraordinary  deaamnd  been 
made  a  nne  qua  non^  to  be  admitted  without  dis- 
cttssion,  and  as  a  preliminary  bua,  bat  it  is  ac- 
companied by  others  equally  iaadnissthfc^  which 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  state  to  be  so  con- 
nected with  it  that  they  aiay  reasonaUy  inftii- 
ence  the  decision  of  the  aadersigned  upon  it, 
yet  leaving  them  uninformed  how  fax  those  other 
demands  mav  also  ba  insisted  on  as  indbpensable 
conditions  or  a  peace. 

As  little  are  the  undersigned  instructed  oi  ein- 
powered  to  accede  to  the  propositions  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  in  relation  to  the  military  oeco- 
pation  of  the  western  lakes.    If  they  have  foosd 
the  proposed  interference  of  Great  Britain  is  th« 
concerns  of  the  Indians  residing  within  the  Hot- 
ted States  utterly  incompatible  with  any  esa^ 
lished  maxim  of  public  law,  they  are  no  kssMt 
a  loss  to  discover  by  what  rule  of  perfect  reci- 
procity the  United  Sutes  can  be  required  &)  re- 
nounce their  equal  right  of  maiDtaining  a  wnl 
force  upon  those  lakes,  and  of  ibrtifyiag  i^^ 
own  shores,  while  Great  Britain  reserves  ext> 
sively  the  corresponding  rights  to  herscif.  T)** 
in  point  of  miliury  preparation,  Oreat  B/fltfi 
in  her  possessions  in  I^orth  America,  ertf^ 
been  in  a  condition  to  be  termed  "with  ^up^ 
the  weaker  Power  in  compariscNi  with  tk  Wai- 
ted Siatae,  the  undersigned  belieTe  to  be  o^o^ 
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zt  in  poioc  of  fact.  lo  regard  to  the  fortifiea- 
n  of  the  shores,  aod  to  the  forces  aetaally 
pt  on  foot  upon  those  frontiers,  they  believe 
;  superiority  to  have  always  been  on  the  side 
Great  Britain.  If  the  proposal  to  dismantle 
i  forts  opon  her  shores,  strike  forever  her  mili- 
y  flag:  upon  the  Lakes,  and  lay  her  whole  fron- 
r  defenceless  in  the  presence  of  her  armed  and 
tified  neighbor,  had  proceeded  not  from  Great 
itain  to  the  United  States,  bat  from  the  United 
&tes  to  Great  Britain,  the  undersigned  may 
ely  appeal  to  the  bosoms  of  His  Britannic 
ijesty's  Plenipotentiaries  for  the  feelings  with 
iich,  not  only  in  regard  to  the  interests  but  to 
i  honor  of  their  nation,  they  would  have  re- 
ived s  uch  a  proposal.  What  would  Great  Brit- 
[  herself  say,  if,  in  relation  to  another  frontier, 
lere  she  has  the  acknowledged  saperiorty  of 
>ngtfai,  it  were  proposed  that  she  should  be 
uced  to  a  condition  even  of  equality  with  the 
lited  States? 

The  undersigned  further  perceive  that,  under 
I  alleged  purpose  of  opening  a  direct  commu- 
ratioQ  between  two  of  the  British  provinces  in 
nerica,  the  British  Government  require  a  cps- 
m  of  territory,  forming  a  part  of  one  of  the 
ates  of  the  American  Union ;  and  that  they 
9pose,  without  purpose  specifically  alleged,  to 
iw  the  boundary  line  westward,  not  from  the 
ike  of  the  Woods,  as  it  now  is,  but  from  Lake 
iperior.  It  must  be  perfectly  immaterial  to 
e  United  States  whether  the  object  of  the  Brit- 
i  Grovernment  in  demanding  the  dismember- 
»nt  of  the  United  States,  is  to  accoutre  territory 
such,  or  for  purposes  less  liable  in  the  eyes  of 
e  world  to  be  ascribed  to  the  desire  of  aggran- 
Eement.  Whatever  the  motive  may  he^  and 
ith  whatever  consistency  views  of  conquest 
ly  be  disclaimed,  while  demanding  for  herself 
tor  the  Indians  a  cession  of  territory  more  ex* 
isive  than  the  whole  island  of  Great  Britain, 
e  duty  marked  out  for  the  undersigned  is  the 
me.  They  have  no  authority  to  cede  any  part 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  to  no 

§ulation  to  that  effect  will  they  subscribe, 
'he  conditions  proposed  by  Great  Britain  have 
relation  to  the  subsisting  differences  between 
e  two  countries;  they  are  inconsistent  with 
knowled^ed  principles  of  public  law;  they  are 
anded  neither  on  reciprocity,  nor  on  any  of  the 
ual  bases  of  negotiation,  neither  on  that  of  uft 
widetis  nor  ofttaiut  ante  beUum,  They  would 
flict  the  most  vital  injury  on  the  United  States, 
'  dismembering  their  territory,  by  arresting 
eir  natural  growth  and  increase  of  population, 
id  by  leaving  their  Northern  and  Western  froo- 
iT  equally  exposed  to  British  invasion  and  to 
dian  aggression  ;  they  are,  above  all,  dishonor- 
»le  to  the  United  States,  in  demanding  from 
em  to  abandon  territory  and  a  portion  of  their 
tizens;  to  admit  a  foreign  interference  in  their 
imestic  concerns,  and  to  cease  to  exercise  their 
itural  rights  on  their  own  shores  and  in  their 
vn  waters.  A  treaty  concluded  on  such  terms 
ould  be  but  an  armistice.  It  cannot  be  supposed 
iat  America  would  long  submit  to  conditions  so 


injurious  and  degrading.  It  is  impossible,  in  the 
natural  course  of  events,  that  she  should  not, 
at  the  first  favorable  opportunity,  recur  to  arms 
for  the  recovery  of  her  territory^  of  her  rights,  of 
her  honor.  Instead  of  settling  existing  differences, 
such  a  peace  would  only  create  new  causes  or 
war,  sow  the  seeds  of  a  permanent  hatred,  and 
lay  the  foundation  of  hostilities  for  an  indefinite 
period. 

Essentially  pacific,  from  her  political  institu- 
tions, from  the  habits  of  her  citizens,  from  her 
physical  situation,  America  reluctantly  engaged 
in  the  war.  She  wishes  for  peace,  but  she  wishes 
for  it  upon  those  terms  of  reciprocity  honorable 
to  both  countries,  which  can  alone  render  it  per- 
manent. The  causes  of  the  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  having  disap- 
peared, by  the  maritime  pacifications  of  tf  orope, 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  does  not 
desire  to  continue  it  in  defence  of  abstract  prin- 
ciples, which  have,  for  the  present,  ceased  to  have 
any  practical  effect.  The  underxigned  have  been 
accordingly  instructed  to  agree  to  its  termination, 
both  parties  restoring  whatever  territory  they 
may  have  taken,  and  both  reserving  all  their  rights, 
in  relation  to  their  respective  seamen.  To  make 
the  peace  between  the  two  nations  solid  and  per- 
manent, the  undersigned  were  also  instructed, 
and  have  been  prepared  to  enter  into  the  roost 
amicable  discussion  of  all  those  points,  on  which 
differences  or  uncertainty  had  existed,  and  which 
might  hereafter  tend,  in  any  degree  whatever,  to 
interrupt  the  harmony  of  the  two  countries,  with- 
out, however,  making  the  conclusion  of  the  peace 
at  all  depend  upon  a  successful  result  of  the  dis- 
cussion. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  deep  regret,  that  the  nn- 
dersigaed  have  seen  that  other  views  are  enter- 
tained by  the  British  Gbvernment,  and  that  new 
and  unexpected  pretensions  are  raised,  which,  if 
persisted  in,  must  oppose  an  insuperable  obstacle 
to  a  pacification.  It  is  not  necessary  to  refer  such 
demands  to  the  American  Government  for  its 
instruction.  They  will  only  be  a  fit  subject  of 
deliberation  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  decide 
upon  the  expediency  of  an  absolute  surrender  of 
national  independence. 

The  undersigned  request  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries to  accept  the  assurance  of  their  high 
consideration. 

JOHN  dUINCY  ADAMS, 
JAMES  A.  BAYARD, 
HENRY  CLAY, 
JONATHAN  RUS&ELL, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

To  the  PLBRIPOTaNTIABIBa 

tf  Ms  Britannic  Majesty ^  fc. 

From  the  British  to  the  American  Ministers. 

Ghent,  September  4, 1814. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  American  Plen- 
ipotentiaries, dated  the  24th  ultimo. 

It  is  with  unfeigned  regret  that  the  undersigned 
observe,  both  in  the  tone  and  substance  of  the 
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whole  note,  so  little  proof  of  may  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  GtoTemment  of  the  United  Stntes 
to  enter  into  an  amicahle  discussion  of  the  sev- 
eral points  submitted  by  the  undersigned  in  their 
former  eommonication.  The  andersigned  are 
perfectly  aware  that,  in  bringing  forward  those 
points  for  consideration,  and  slating  with  so  moeh 
frankness  as  they  did,  tne  views  with  which  they 
were  proposed,  they  departed  from  the  usnal 
course  of  negotiations,  by  disclosing  all  the  ob- 
jects of  their  Qoveroinent  while  those  which  the 
American  Governmeot  bad  in  view  were  with- 
held ;  but  in  so  doing  they  were  principally  acta* 
ated  by  a  sincere  desire  of  bringing  the  negotia* 
tion  as  soon  as  possible  to  a  favorable  termina- 
tion, and  in  some  measure,  by  their  willinness 
to  comply  with  the  wishes  expressed  by  the  Ame* 
rican  Plenipotentiaries  themselves. 

It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  war  between  His 
Majesty  and  the  United  States  was  declared  by 
the  bitter  Power,  upon  the  pretence  of  maritime 
rights,  alleged  to  be  asserted  by  Great  Briuin,  and 
disputed  by  the  United  States. 

U  the  war  thus  declared  by  the  United  States 
had  been  carried  on  by  them  for  objects  pure- 
ly of  a  maritime  nature,  or  if  the  attack  which 
has  been  made  on  Canada  had  been  made  for  the 
purpose  of  diversion,  or  in  the  way  of  defence 
against  the  British  forces  in  that  quarter,  any 
question  as  to  the  boundaries  of  Canada  might 
have  been  considered  as  unnecessary ;  but  it  is 
notorious  to  the  whole  world  that  the  conquest 
of  Canada,  and  its  permanent  annexation  to  the 
United  States,  was  the  declared  object  of  the 
American  Government.  If,  in  consequence  of  a 
different  course  of  events  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope His  Majesty's  Gh>vernment  had  been  unable 
to  reinforce  the  British  armies  in  Canada,  and  the 
United  States  had  obtained  a  decided  superiority 
in  that  quarter,  is  there  any  person  who  doubts 
that  they  would  have  availed  themselves  of  their 
situation  to  obtain  on  the  side  of  Canada  im- 
portant cessions  of  territory,  if  not  the  entire  aban- 
donment of  the  country  by  Great  Britain  1  Is  the 
American  Government  to  be  allowed  to  pursue, 
so  far  as  its  means  will  enable  it,  a  system  of  ac- 
quisition and  aggrandizement  to  the  extent  of  an- 
nexing entire  provinces  to  their  dominions,  and 
is  His  Majesty  to  be  precluded  from  availing 
himself  of  his  means,  so  far  as  they  will  enable 
him,  to  retain  those  points  which  the  valor  of 
British  arms  may  have  placed  in  his  power,  be- 
cause they  happen  to  be  situated  within  the  terri- 
tories ailottea  under  former  treaties  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  ? 

Such  a  principle  of  negotiation  was  never 
avowed  at  any  period  antecedent  to  that  of  the 
revolutionary  Government  of  France. 

If  the  policy  of  the  United  States  had  been  es- 
sentially pacific,  as  the  American  Plenipotenti- 
aries assert  it  ought  to  be,  from  their  political 
institutions,  from  the  habits  of  their  citizens,  and 
from  their  physical  situation,  it  might  not  hare 
been  necessary  to  propose  the  precautionary  pro- 
Tisions  now  under  discussion.  That,  of  late  years 
at  least,  the  American  Government  have  been 


influenced  by  a  very  different  policy,  by  s  ^ 
of  aggrandizement  not  neoesaary  to  dw  om 
security,  but  increasing  with  the  extntoftieir 
empire,  has  been  too  clearly  mnntfieaetf  hf  tbm 
progressive  occupation  of  the  India  lemumes, 
by  the  acquisition  of  Lonisiaaa,  by  ftensre  re^ 
cent  attempt  to  wrest  by  force  oraiBifn>iDs 
nation  in  amity  the  two  Floridna,  aaiUf,  hf 
the  avowed  intention  of  permaiiendy  laetiag 
the  Canadas  to  the  United  Stmtes. 

If,  then,  the  security  of  the  British  !l(rtia»- 
rican  dominions  requires  any  sacrifiee  gi  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  they  must  beanbti 
to  the  declared  policy  of  thnt  QorenneBt  isa* 
king  the  war  not  one  of  self-ddTence,  nor  £of  Ai 
redress  of  grievances,  real  or  pretended,  bm  a  p. 
of  a  system  of  conquest  and  siggrandoeoicBL 

The  British  Government,  in  its  preseitsda- 
tion,  is  bound  in  duty  to  eodearor  to  seeore  a 
North  American  dominions  against  tk8et^ 
tempts  at  conquest  which  the  American  Goren- 
ment  have  avowed  to  be  a  principle  of  tbeir  p 
icy,  and  which,  as  such,  will  andoobtedif  be  r- 
newed  whenever  any  socceeding  war  betwue 
the  two  countries  shall  afibrd  n  prorpetfofie- 
newing  them  with  success. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  proposed  tint  tht 
military  possession  of  the  lakes  from  Lske  Osism 
to  Lake  Soperior  shotild  be  seeared  to  Gfcst  Biii- 
ain,  because  the  command  of  those  lakes  wM 
afford  to  the  American  GrOTemoMnt  the  bmussT 
commencing  a  war  in  the  heart  of  Cssids.  ssd 
because  the  command  of  them,  on  (be  pert  of 
Great  Britain,  has  been  shown,  by  ajmaetj 
to  be  attended  with  no  insecurity  to  the  Usited 
Sutes. 

When  the  relative  strength  of  the  two  Pov«i 
in  North  America  is  considefed,  it  shooM  be  m- 
oUected  that  the  British  dominions  ia  f&at  f osr- 
ter  do  not  contain  a  populatioa  of  ire  iioodred 
thousand  souls,  whereas  the  unitary  of  the  Udi* 
ted  States  contains  a  popnhtti'M  m  more  than 
seven  millions ;  that  the  saval  resoaioes  of  ihe 
United  States  are  at  band  for  attack,  and  the  na- 
val resources  of  Grreat  Btitain  are  on  ihe  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  military  possession  of  those  lakes  is  not, 
therefore,  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States. 

The  proposal  for  allowing  the  territories  oo  the 
southern  banks  of  the  lakes  above  meatioced  to 
remain  in  the  possession  of  the  (3ovenaat  d 
the  United  States,  provided  no  fortifieiMSi 
should  be  erected  on  the  shoiesL  and  no  amtiKSt 
permitted  on  the  waters,  hata  been  made  £v  tks 
purjiose  of  manifeitting  that  security,  aad  sit  se- 
ouisition  of  territory,  is  the  object  of  the  Bnts^ 
Government,  and  that  they  have  no  ksxt  fi 
throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  any  coaffitf* 
which  the  people  of  the  United  States  suf  ^ 
desirous  of  carrying  on  upon  the  Lakes,  ia£^ 
of  peace. 

The  undersigned,  with  the  anxious  f^  *^ 
rectify  all  misunderstanding,  have  thus  iii«^T 
explained  the  grounds  upon  wbieh  they^^^ 
forward  the  propositionscontained  in  theiian&e 
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^ote,  respecting  the  boundariet  of  the  Britit h  do- 
minioDs  in  North  America. 

Ther  do  not  with  to  insist  apon  them  beyond 
nrhat  the  eireiimstanees  may  fairly  require.  They 
ire  readjr  amicably  to  discuss  the  details  of  them, 
vith  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  any  modifications 
Vhich  the  American  jPlenipotenttaries,  or  their 
jtorernment,  mav  have  to  suggest,  if  they  are  not 
ocompatibie  with,  the  object  itself. 

With  respect  to  the  boundary  of  the  District 
)f  Maine,  and  that  of  the  Northwestern  frontier 
)f  the  United  States,  the  undersigned  were  not 
>repared  to  anticipate  the  objections  contained 
n  the  note  of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries, 
^  that  thejr  were  instructed  to  treat  for  the  revis- 
on  of  their  boundarv  lines.''  with  the  stmlement 
Nrhich  thev  have  subsequently  made,  that  they 
iiad  no  authority  to  cede  anv  part,  however  insig- 
lificant.  of  the  territory  ot  the  United  States; 
ihhougn  the  proposal  left  it  open  to  them  to  de- 
xiand  an  equivalent  for  such  cession,  either  in 
frontier  or  otherwise. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  must  be  awwe 
:hat  the  boundary  of  the  District  of  Maine  .has 
lever  been  correctly  ascertained;  that  the  one 
isserted  at  present  by  the  American  Qovernment, 
>Y  which  the  direct  communication  between 
Elalifax  and  duebec  becomes  interrupted,  was 
lot  in  contemplation  of  the  BriUsh  Plenipoten- 
iaries  who  concluded  the  treaty  of  1783;  and 
hat  the  greater  part  of  the  territory  in  question 
s  actually  unoccupied. 

The  undersigned  are  persuaded  that  an  arrange^ 
nent  on  this  point  mi^ht  be  easily[  made,  if  en- 
ered  into  with  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  with- 
out any  prejudice  to  the  interests  of  the  district 
n  question. 

As  the  necessity  for  fixing  some  boundary  for 
he  Northwestern  frontier  has  been  mutually  ac- 
knowledged, a  proposal  for  a  discussion  on  that 
iubject  cannot  be  considered  as  a  demand  for  a 
iessioQ  of  territory,  unless  the  United  States  are 
>repared  to  assert  that  there  is  no  limit  to  their 
erritorv  in  that  direction,  and,  that  availing 
.hemselves  of  the  geographical  error  upon  which 
hat  part  of  the  treaty  ot  1783  was  formed,  they 
vill  acknowledge  no  boundary  whatever ;  then, 
mquestionably,  aav  proposition  to  fix  one,  be  it 
^hat  it  may,  must  oe  conaidered  as  demanding  a 
arge  cession  of  territory  from  the  United  Sutes. 

Is  the  American  Gbvernment  prepared  to  as- 
lert  such  an  unlimited  right,  so  contrary  to  the 
evident  intention  of  the  treaty  itself?  Or,  is  His 
ifajesty's  Government  to  understand  that  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  are  willing  to  ac- 
[nowledge  the  boundarjr  from  the  Lake  of  the 
tVoods  to  the  Mississippi,  (the  arrangement  made 
\j  a  convention  in  1603,  but  not  ratified,)  as  that 
»y  which  their  Government  is  ready  to  abide  ? 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  are  instructed  to 
^ccept  favorably  such  a  proposition,  or  to  discuss 
.uy  other  line  of  boundary  which  may  be  sub* 
aitted  for  consideration. 

It  is  with  equal  astonishment  and  regret  the 
inderaigned  find  that  the  American  Plenipoten- 
iaries  have  not  only  declined  signing  any  pro*  I 


vbional  article  by  which  the  Indian  nations  who 
have  taken  part  with  Great  Britain  in  the  present 
contest  may  be  included  in  the  peace,  and  may 
have  a  boundary  assigned  to  them,  but  have  also 
thought  proper  to  express  surprise  at  any  propo- 
sition on  the  subject  having  been  advanced. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  state  that  their 
Government  could  not  have  expected  such  a  dis- 
cussion, and  appear  resolved  at  once  to  reject  any 
proposition  on  this  head,  representing  it  as  a  de* 
mand  contrary  to  the  acknowledged  principles  of 
public  law,  tantamount  to  a  cession  of  one-third 
of  the  territorial  dominions  of  the  United  States, 
and  required  to  be  admitted  without  discussion. 

The  proposition  which  is  thus  represented  is, 
that  the  Indian  nations  which  have  been,  during 
the  war,  in  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  should, 
at  its  termination,  be  included  in  the  pacification, 
and  with  a  view  to  their  permanent  tranquillity 
and  security,  that  the  British  Government  is  wil- 
ling to  take  as  a  basis  of  an  article  on  the  subiect 
of  a  boundary  for  those  nations,  the  stipulations 
which  the  American  Government  contracted  in 
1795,  subject,  however,  to  modifications. 

After  the  declaration  publicly  made  to  these 
Indian  nations  by  the  Governor  General  of  Can- 
ada, that  Great  Britain  would  not  desert  them, 
could  the  American  Government  really  persuade 
itself  that  no  proposition  relating  to  those  nations 
would  be  advanced;  and  did  Lord  Castlereagh's 
note  of  the  4th  of  November,  1813,  imply  so  great 
a  sacrifice'of  honor,  or  exclude  from  discussioa 
every  subject  excepting  what  immediately  re- 
lated to  the  maritime  questions  referred  to  in  it  % 

When  the  undersigned  assured  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  of  the  anxious  wish  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  that  the  negotiation  might  ter- 
minate in  a  peace  honorable  to  both  parties,  it 
could  not  have  been  imagined  that  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  would  thence  conclude  that 
His  Majesty's  Government  was  prepared  to  aban- 
don the  Indian  nations  to  their  rate ;  nor  could  it 
have  been  foreseen  that  the  American  Govern- 
ment would  have  considered  it  as  derogatory  to 
its  honor  to  admit  a  proposition  by  which  the 
tranquillity  of  those  nations  might  be  secured. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  have  yet  to  learn 
that  it  is  contrary  to  the  acknowledged  principles 
of  public  law  to  include  allies  in  a  negotiation 
for  peace,  or  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  practice  of 
all  civilized  nations  to  propose  that  a  provision 
should  be  made  for  their  future  security. 

The  Treaty  of  Greenville  established  the  boun- 
daries between  the  United  States  and  the  Indian 
nations.  The  American  Plenipotentiaries  must 
be  aware  that  the  war,  which  has  since  broken 
out,  has  abrogated  that  treaty.  Is  i(  contrary  to 
the  established  principles  of  public  law  for  the 
British  Government  to  propose,  on  behalf  of  its 
allies,  that  this  treaty  shall,  on  the  pacification, 
be  considered  subject  to  such  modifications  as  the 
case  may  render  necessary  ?  Or  is  it  unreason- 
able to  propose  that  this  stipulation  should  be 
amended ;  and  that,  on  that  foundation,  sooie 
arrangement  should  be  made  which  would  pro- 
vide for  the  existence  of  a  neutral  Power  between 


1335 


APPENDIX. 

AalaltMwmtt  Oreat  Britain. 


i 


Great  Britain  and  tiie  United  States,  ealeolated 
to  fecare  to  both  a  longer  eontinaance  of  the  bles- 
sings of  peace? 

So  far  was  that  specific  proposition  respecting 
the  Indian  boundaries  from  being  insisted  upon  in 
the  note,  or  in  the  conference  which  preceded  it, 
as  one  to  be  admitted  without  discnssion,  that  it 
would  hare  been  difficult  to  use  terms  of  greater 
latitude,  or  which  appeared  more  adapted  not  only 
not  to  preclude  but  to  inWte  discussion. 

If  the  basis  proposed  could  eouTey  away  one- 
third  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  the 
American  Gtovemment  itself  must  have  conveyed 
it  away  by  the  Greenville  Treaty  of  1795. 

It  is  impossible  to  read  that  treaty  without  re- 
marking how  inconsistent  the  present  pretensions 
of  the  American  Government  are  with  its  pream- 
ble and  provisions.  The  boundary  lines  between 
the  lands  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  the 
Indian  nations  are  therein  expressly  defined.  The 
general  character  of  the  treaty  is  that  of  a  treaty 
with  independent  nations;  and  the  very  stipula- 
tion whicn  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  refer 
to,  that  the  Indian  nations  should  sell  their  lands 
only  to  the  United  States,  tends  to  prove  that,  but 
for  that  stipulation,  the  Indians  had  a  general 
right  to  dispose  of  them.  The  American  Gh>v- 
ernment  has  now,  for  the  first  time,  in  effect  de- 
clared that  all  Indian  nations  within  its  line  of 
demarcation  are  its  subjects,  living  there  upon 
sufferance  on  lands  which  it  also  claims  the  ex- 
clusive right  of  acquiring,  thereby  menacing  the 
final  extinction  of  thoee  nations. 

Against  such  a  system  the  undersigned  must 
formally  protest.  The  undersigned  repeat,  that 
the  terms  on  which  the  .proposition  has  been 
made  for  assigning  to  the  Indian  nations  some 
boundary,  manifest  no  unwillingness  to  discuss 
any  other  proposition  directed  to  the  same  object, 
or  even  a  modification  of  that  which  is  offered. 
Great  Britain  is  ready  to  enter  into  the  same  en- 
gagements with  respect  to  the  Indians  living 
within  her  line  of  demarcation,  as  that  which  is 
proposed  to  the  United  States.  It  can,  therefore, 
only  be  from  a  complete  misapprehension  of  the 
proposition  that  it  can  be  represented  as  being  not 
reciprocal.  Neither  can  it,  with  any  truth,  be 
represented  as  contrary  to  the  acknowledged  prin- 
ciples of  public  law,  as  derogatory  to  the  honor, 
or  inconsistent  with  the  rights  of  the  American 
Government,  nor  as  a  demand  required  to  be  ad- 
mitted without  discussion. 

After  this  full  exposition  of  the  sentiments  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  on  the  points  above 
stated,  it  will  be  for  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries to  determine  whether  they  are  ready  now 
to  continue  the  negotiations,  whether  they  are 
disposed  to  refer  to  their  Government  for  further 
iustructions,  or,  lastly,  whether  they  will  take 
upon  themselves  the  responsibility  of  breaking  off 
the  negotiation  altogether. 

The  undersigned  request  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries to  accept  the  assurance  of  their  high 
consideration .  G  AMBIBR, 

HENRY  QOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


From  the  American  to  ths  BritidblGuta 

GBBNT,&ptoiikrP,l9U. 

The  undersized  have  had  theiiaarrflmein 
the  note  of  His  Britaonic  Msjettf^Pb^M' 
tiaries,  dated  the  4th  instant,  if,  nir  tm  of 
substance  of  the  former  note  of  ikeainjid, 
the  British  Commissioners  hire  pavri  jjttlt 
proof  of  any  disposition,  on  the  pvtrfikioer- 
lean  Government,  for  a  discnmoD  of  nsile 
propositions  advanced  in  the  first  Doie,io;h( 
undersigned  had  the  hooor  of  rMtiTB{bi 
them,  they  will  ascribe  it  to  the  naniRiiae 
propositions  themselves ;  to  their  ipfwoiim 
patibility  with  the  assnraocei  in  Lord  Ck^ 
reagh's  letter  to  the  American  SeereiiiyofSjk 
proposing  this  negotiation,  and  with  tbe «!« 
assurances  of  the  British  PleoipoteDiiiiieta 
selves,  to  the  undersigned,  at  their  lint  eoofcRiK 
with  them. 

The  undersigned,  in  reference  to  u  okm 
tion  of  the  British  Pleoi^testiiriei,  set  > 
allowed  to  say  that  the  objeeu  vbiekiiieGc 
emment  of  the  United  Sutes  hid  ia  Tierki^ 
not  been  withheld. 

The  subjecu  considered  a:i  NiuUe hto 
sion  were  iairly  brought  forward  in  thecissatt 
of  the  9th  tiltimo,and  the  termoflriiettt 
United  States  were  willioff  to  coDtltu!(iki|«« 
were  frankly  and  expreiefr  deciired  u  w* 
of  the  undersigned  dated  the  24th  altiDo.»Mt 
been  confidently  hoped  that  the  oitvt«»* 
terms,  so  evidently  framed  ia  t  siof^Pf 
conciliation,  would  have  indueed  Giot^^ 
to  adopt  them  as  the  basis  of  a  wxi\^.\l 
with  deep  regret  that  the  oodenim  ^^ 


have  rightly  understood  the  meMUf 


mn^ 


note  of  the  British  PlenipoteatiWf«""* 
thev  still  insist  on  the  exelniin  m^r:^ 


^wdiri 


sion  of  the  Lakes,  and  on  apeittf '^J"; 
and  independent  territory  for rtf^i«"««»» 
within  the  dominions  of  theUf^Stti* 

The  first  demand  is  grooiW  «  »« "^• 
tion  that  the  American  Go«»«««^ r^^ 
fested,  by  its  proceedings  toim*«»^y^„ 
acquisition  of  Louisiana,  by  l*"^°^\-tteiill 
lands,  and  by  an  avowed  inwn«°"^!.!Xtev 
annexing  the  Canadas  to  the  Uw^^  8^, 
spirit  of  aggrandizement  and  cw^i'^XfifNi 
tifies  the  demand  of  extraordiairy  ««"«^n^j^ 
them  to  provide  for  the  seconty  of  "'"^ 
posseasions  in  America.  i^^^a 

In  the  observations  which  ik««?f.X:» 
it  their  duty  to  make  on  the  new  dwnw^ 
British  Government,  they  confine  ^'^ 
versions  to  the  nature  of  ^^^^^TlZ^xi 
they  did  not  seek  for  illo»w"?"'°^::„;W 
Great  Britain  in  her  eondact,  »b7""^^1Jii 
of  the  globe,  towards  other  ^^^^^^\^i 
not  accountable  to  the  Onited  »»*^^* 
undersigned  will  say  that  their  OorerD^j^ 
ever  been  ready  to  arrange, "  *"*  "^cfJ'. 
manner  with  Spain,  the  qn^^^wTJ^'fj^Ji 
boundaries  of  Louisiana  and  Fw"^V*,,jik»; 
indemnities  acknowledged  by  Spf"  J^^jjji 
lean  citizens.    How  the  peaceable  leq"^ 
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^uisiaDA.  or  the  porehase  of  laodt  withia  the 
kaowledffed  territories  of  the  Uaited  States, 
th  made  by  fair  and  Toluntarjr  treaties  for  satis- 
iiowy  equivalents,  can  be  ascribed  to  a  spirit  of 
nqueac  dangerous  to  their  neighbors,  the  onder- 
:ned  are  altogether  at  a  loss  to  understand. 
Nor  has  the  conquest  of  Canada,  and  its  per- 
inent  annexation  to  the  United  States,  been  the 
ciared  object  of  their  Qoveroment.  From  the 
mmencement  of  the  war  to  the  present  time  the 
nerican  GhiTernment  has  been  always  willing 
make  peace,  without  obtaining  any  cession  of 
rritorviand  on  the  sole  condition  that  the  mari* 
Qe  questions  might  be  satisfactorily  arrai>ffed. 
ich  was  their  disposition  in  the  month  of  /uly, 
12,  when  they  instructed  Mr.  Russell  to  make 
e  proposal  of  an  armistice;  in  the  month  of 
stober  of  the  same  year,  when  Mr.  Monroe  an- 
rered  Admiral  Warren's  proposal  to  the  same 
!ect;  in  April,  1813,  when  instructions  were 
ven  to  three  of  the  undersigned,  then  appointed 

treat  of  peace,  under  the  mediation  of  Russia; 
id  in  January,  1814,  when  the  instructions,  un- 
r  which  the  undersigned  are  now  acting,  were 
epared. 

The  proposition  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
,  that,  in  order  to  secure  the  frontier  of  Canada 
:ain8t  attack,  the  United  States  should  leave 
eir  own  without  defence;  and  it  seems  to  be 
rgotten,  that  if  their  superior  population  and  the 
oximity  of  their  resources  give  them  any  ad« 
intage  in  that  quarter,  it  is  balanced  by  the  great 
fference  between  the  Militarjr  Establishments 

the  two  nations..  No  sudden  invasion  of  Can- 
la  by  the  United  States  could  be  made,  without 
aviog  on  their  Atlantic  shores  and  on  the  ocean, 
iposed  to  the  great  superiority  of  British  force, 
masa  of  American  property  more  valuable  than 
anada.  In  her  relative  superior  force  to  that  of 
e  United  States,  in  eyery  other  quarter,  Great 
ritaia  may  find  a  pledge  much  more  efficacious 
r  the  safety  of  a  single  vulnerable  point  than  in 
tpulations  ruinous  to  the  interests  and  degrading 

the  honor  of  America.  The  best  security  for 
le  possessions  of  both  countries  will,  however, 
I  found  in  an  equal  and  solid  peace,  in  a  mutual 
tspect  for  the  rights  of  each  other^  and  in  the 
iltivation  of  a  uiendly  understanding  between 
lem.  If  there  be  any  source  of  jealousy  in  rela- 
Dn  to  Canada  iueifj  it  will  be  found  to  exist 
4ely  in  the  undue  interference  of  traders  and 
^ents,  which  may  be  easily  removed  by  proper 
istraints. 

The  only  American  forts  on  the  Lakes  known 
I  have  been,  at  the  commencement  of  tbe  nego- 
ation^held  by  British  force,  are  Michilimackinac 
id  Niagara.  As  the  United  Slates  were  at  the 
ime  time  in  possession  of  Amherstburg  and  the 
djacent  country,  it  is  not  perceived  that  the  mere 
scupation  of  these  two  forts  could  give  any 
laim  to  His  Britannic  Majesty  to  iarse  conces- 
loos  of  territory,  founded  upon  the  right  of  con- 
uest ;  and  tbe  undersigned  may  be  permitted  to  I 
dd,  that,  even  if  the  chances  uf  war  should  yield 
>  the  British  arms  a  momentary  possession  of 
ther  parts  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States^ 


such  evente  would  not  alter  their  views  with  re- 
gard to  the  terms  of  peace  to  which  they  would 
give  their  consent.  Without  recurring  to  exam* 
pies  drawn  from  the  revolutionary  Gk>vernmenta 
of  France,  or  to  a  more  recent  and  illustrious 
triumph  of  fortitude  in  adversity,  they  have  been 
taught  by  their  own  history  that  the  occupation 
of  their  principal  cities  should  produce  no  de- 
spondency, nor  induce  their  submission  to  tbe 
dismemberment  of  their  empire,  or  to  the  aban* 
dooment  of  anv  one  of  the  rights  which  consti- 
tute a  part  of  their  national  independence. 

The  general  position  that  it  was  consistent  with 
the  principles  of  public  law,  and  with  the  practice 
of  civilized  nations,  to  include  allies  in  a  treaty 
of  peace,  and  to  provide  for  their  security,  never 
was  called  in  <)uestion  by  the  undersigned.  But 
they  have  denied  the  right  of  Great  Britain,  ac- 
cording to  those  principles  and  to  her  own  prac- 
tice, to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  Indian 
tribes  residing  within  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  as  acknowledged  by  herselfl  to  consider 
such  tribes  as  her  allies,  or  to  treat  ror  them  with 
the  United  States.  They  will  not  repeat  the 
facu  and  arguments  already  btought  forward  by 
them  in  support  of  this  position,  and  which  re- 
main unanswered.  The  observations  made  by 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  Treaty  of 
Greenville,  and  their  assertion  that  tbe  United 
States  now,  for  tbe  firsi  time,  deny  the  absolute 
independence  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  claim  the 
exclusive  right  of  purchasing  their  lands,  require 
however  some  notice. 

If  the  United  States  had  now  asserted  that  the 
Indians  within  their  boundaries,  who  have  ac- 
knowledged the  United  States  as  their  only  pro- 
tectors, were  their  subjects,  livin^^  only  at  suffer- 
ance on  their  lands,  far  from  beior  the  first  in 
making  that  assertion,  they  would  only  have 
followed  the  example  of  the  principles  uniformly 
and  invariably  asserted  in  substance,  and  fre- 
quently avowed  in  express  terms,  by  tbe  British 
Government  iuelf.  What  was  the  meaning  of 
all  the  colonial  charters  granted  by  the  British 
monarchs,  from  that  of  Virginia,  by  ISlizabeth,  to 
that  of  Georjna,  by  the  immediate  predecessor  of 
the  present  Sing,  if  the  Indians  were  the  sover- 
eigns and  proprietors  of  the  lands  bestowed  by 
those  charters?  What  was  the  meaning  of  that 
article  in  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  which  the 
Five  Nations  were  described  in  terms  as  subject  to 
the  dominion  of  Great  Britain  1  Or  that  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Cherokees,  by  which  it  was  de- 
clared that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  granted 
them  tbe  privilege  to  live  where  they  pleased,  if 
those  subjects  were  independent  sovereigns,  and 
if  these  tenants,  at  the  license  of  the  British  King, 
were  tbe  rightful  lords  of  the  land  where  he 
granted  them  permission  to  live?  What  was  the 
meaning  of  that  proclamation  of  his  present  Brit- 
annic Majesty,  issued  in  1763,  declaring  all  pur- 
chases of  lands  from  the  Indians  null  and  void, 
unless  made  by  treaties  held  under  the  sanction 
of  His  Majesty's  Government,  if  the  Indians  had 
tbe  right  to  sell  their  lands  to  whom  they  pleased? 
What  was  the  meaning  of  boundary  lines  of 
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Americao  territories,  in  all  the  treaties  of  Great 
Britain  with  other  European  Povrem  having 
American  possessions,  particularly  in  the  treaty 
of  1763,  by  which  she  acquired  from  France  the 
sovereign ty  and  possession  of  the  Caoadas ;  in  her 
Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  United  States  of  1783; 
nay,  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  Northwestern 
boundary  line  now  pro|>osed  by  the  British  Com- 
missioners themselves,  if  it  is  the  rightful  posses- 
sion and  sovereignty  of  independent  Indians  of 
which  these  boundaries  dispose?  Is  it,  indeed, 
necessary  to  ask  whether  Great  Britain  ever  has 
permitted,  or  would  permit,  any  foreign  nation, 
or,  without  her  consent,  any  of  her  subjects,  to 
acquire  lands  from  the  Indians,  in  the  territories 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  or  in  Canada? 
In  formally  protesting  agamst  this  system,  it  is 
not  against  a  novel  pretension  of  the  American 
Government,  it  is  against  the  most  solemn  acts 
of  their  own  Sovereigns,  against  the  royal  pro- 
clamations, charters,  and  treaties  of  Great  Briuin 
for  more  than  two  centuries,  from  the  first  settle- 
ment of  North  America  to  the  present  day,  that 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  protest. 

From  the  rigor  of  this  system,  however,  as  prac- 
tised by  Great  Britain  and  all  the  other  Buropean 
Powers  in  America,  the  humane  and  liberal  pol- 
icy of  the  United  Sutes  has  voluntarily  relaxed. 
A  celebrated  writer  on  the  law  of  nations,  to 
whose  authority  British  jurists  have  taken  partic- 
ular satisfaction  in  appealing,  after  stating,  in  the 
most  explicit  manner,  the  legitimacy  of  colonial 
settlements  in  America,  to  the  esclusiun  of  all 
rights  of  uncivilized  Indian  tribes,  has  taken 
occasion  to  praise  the  first  settlers  of  New  Eng- 
land, and  the  founder  of  Pennsylvania,  in  having 
purchased  of  the  Indians  the  lands  they  resolved 
to  cultivate«notwithstanding  their  being  furnished 
with  a  charter  from  their  Sovereign.  It  is  this 
examole  which  the  United  States,  since  they  be- 
came oy  their  independence  the  80verei|rAs  of  the 
territory,  have  adopted  and  organized  into  a  po- 
litical system.  Under  that  system  the  Indiana 
residing  within  the  United  States  are  so  fiir  inde- 
pendent that  they  live  under  their  own  customs, 
and  not  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  that 
their  rights  upon  the  lands  where  they  inhabit  or 
hunt,  are  secured  to  them  by  boundaries  defined 
in  amicable  treaties  between  the  United  Staus 
and  themselves;  and  that  whenever  those  boun- 
daries are  varied,  it  is  also  by  amicable  and  vol- 
untary treaties,  by  wiiich  they  receive  from  the 
United  States  ample  compensation  for  every  right 
they  have  to  the  lands  ceded  by  them.  They  are 
so  tar  dependent  as  not  to  have  the  right  to  dis« 
pose  of  their  lands  to  any  private  persons,  nor  to 
any  Power  other  than  the  United  States,  and  to 
be  under  their  protection  alone,  and  not  under 
that  of  any  other  rower.  Whether  called  subjects^ 
or  by  whatever  name  designated,  such  is  the  re- 
lation between  them  and  the  United  States.  That 
relation  is  neither  asserted  now  for  the  first  time, 
nor  did  it  originate  with  the  Treaty  of  Green- 
ville. These  principles  have  been  uniformly  re- 
cognised by  the  Indians  themselves,  not  only  by 
that  treaty,  but  in  all  the  other  previous  as  well 


as  subsequent  treaties  between  themaad  the  Usi- 
ted  States. 

The  Treaty  of  Greenville  neither  took  from  the 
Indians  the  right,  which  they  haul  wti,  of  $diag 
lands  within  the  jurisdiciion  of  theUaketffiiattf 
to  foreign  Governments  or  sabjeecsiBK  ceded  to 
them  the  right  of  eserciaing  exeloaiveiBBsdietJoa 
within  the  boundary  lineaasig^n«(L   k  vnaerely 
declaratory  of  the  public  law, .in  rebtkats  the 
parties,  founded  on  principles  prev'iomiiasiaBt- 
versally  recognised.    If  left  to  the  UniietSaics, 
the  righu  of  exercising  sovereignty  and  dva^ 
ring  soil  bears  no  analogy  to  the  proponoH  «C 
Great  Britain,  which  requires  the  mbmdmtiKA 
of  both. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  state,  in  thai  ha 
note,  that  Great  Britain  is  reedf  to  oitcr  iato  tk 
same  en^a^ments,  with  respect  to  the  ladisK 
living  within  her  line  of  demarcatteo,  as  thit 
which  is  proposed  to  the   United  Sutes.   7ht 
undersigned  will  not  dwell  on  the  i—tfaseiafe' 
quality  of  value  betweea  the  two  terntories,  wkid 
under  such  an  arrangement,  would  beaasifoedbr 
each  nation  respectively  to  the  Indiana^aal  wkici 
alone  would  make  the  reciprocity  merely  aoaii- 
nal.    The  condition  whieh  woiud  be  thai  in- 
posed  on  Great  Britain,  not  to  neqniie  kak  in 
Canada  from  the  Indians,  woold  be  jHedictiTeGf 
no  advantage  to  the  United  States,  and  i%thcR- 
fore,  no  equivalent  for  the  snerillee  leqatied  of 
them.    They  do  not  consider  that  it  bdo^  to 
the  United  States  in  any  respect  to uotdenwith 
the  concerns  of  Great  Britain  in  her  Anerieat 
possessions,  or  with  her  towards  the  laAaas  re- 
siding there ;  and  they  caaoot  eooaettt  to  lay  ia- 
terference  on  the  part  of  Great  Britaia  with  thai 
own  concerns,  and  particularly  with  the  IndiaBs 
living  within  their  territories    It  may  be  the  ii^ 
terest  of  Great  Britain  to  limit  her  senJeoeats  in 
Canada  to  their  present  extent,  and  ro  leave  the 
country  to  the  West  a  perpetual  wildenes^  to  be 
forever  inhabited  by  scattered  trAa  of  hanters; 
but  it  would  inflict  a  vital  injary  oa  the  United 
Sutes  to  have  a  line  run  thiough  thnt  tctiiuscy, 
beyond  which  their  settlemcata  should  f«evec  be 
precluded  from  extending ;  thci;^  airestiag  the 
natural  growth  of  their  popolatioa  aad  atreuth  \ 
placing  the  Indians  substantially,  by  virtue « the 
propoiwd  guarantee,  under  the  prateclioa  of  Gitat 
Britaia ;  dooming  them  to  perpetunk  barbaiisB, 
and  leaving  an  extensive  frontier  forever  expossd 
to  their  savage  incursions. 

With  respect  to  the  mere  qaeatioa  of  piacs 
with  the  Indians,  the  underaigBcd  have  aliea^ 
explicitly  assured  the  Britbh  Pleaipotentiaiis 
that,  so  far  as  it  depended  on  the  United  Smss 
it  would  immediately  aad  neceeaarily  foUnv  a 
peace  with  Great  Britain.    If  this  be  her  sdh 
object,  no  provision  in  the  treaty  to  thatefiectii 
necessary.    Provided  the  Indians  will  novas- 
sent  to  it,  peace  will  immediately  be  madetni 
them,  and  they  will  be  reinstated  in  the  sataci^ 
nation  in  which  they  stood  before  the  eomnm*' 
ment  of  hostilities.    Should  a  continvaaceflf^ 
war  compel  the  United  States  to  alter  thtep^' 
icy  towards  the  Indiana  who  may  still  nh  ^ 
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<art  of  Great  Britain,  they  alone  must  be  respon- 
Ible  for  the  consequences  of  her  own  act,  in  hay* 
ag  induced  them  to  withdraw  themseives  from 
ie  proteetion  of  the  United  States.  The  em- 
{oyment  of  savages,  whose  known  role  of  war- 
ire  i?  the  indiscnminate  torture  and  butchery  of 
'oroen,  children,  and  prisoners,  is  itself  a  depar- 
ire  from  the  principles  of  humanity  observed 
>tween  all  ciyifized  and  Christian  nations,  even 
t  war.  The  United  States  hare  constantljr  pro- 
sted,  and  still  protest,  against  it,  as  an  unjosti- 
tble  aggravation  of  tne  calamities  and  horrors 
'  war.  Of  the  peculiar  atrocities  of  Indian  war* 
.re,  the  allies  of  Great  Britain^  in  whose  behalf 
le  now  demands  sacrifices  of  the  United  States, 
ave  during  the  present  war  shown  many  deplo- 
ible  examples.  Among  them,  the  massacre  in  cold 
lood  of  wounded  prisoners,  and  the  refusal  of  the 
tes  of  burial  to  the  dead,  under  the  eyes  of  Brit- 
h  officers,  who  could  only  plead  their  inability 

>  control  these  savage  auxiliaries,  have  been 
^peated,  and  are  notorious  to  the  world.  The 
Tnited  States  miffht  at  all  times  have  eooployed 
le  same  kind  of  force  against  Great  Britain, 
ad  to  a  greater  extent  than  it  was  in  her  power 

>  employ  it  against  tbem;  but,  from  their  reluc- 
inee  to  resort  to  means  so  abhorrent  to  the  nat- 
ral  feelings  of  humanity,  they  abstained  from  the 
se  of  them  until  compelled  to  the  alternative  of 
n  ploying  themselves  Indians,  who  would  other- 
ise  have  been  drawn  into  the  ranks  of  their 
lemies.  The  undersigned,  suggesting  to  the 
ritish  Plenipotentiaries  the  propriety  of  an  arti- 
e  by  which  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States 
lould  reciprocally  stipulate  never  hereafter,  if 
ley  should  be  again  at  war,  to  employ  savages 
i  it,  ^lieve  that  it  would  be  infinitely  more  hon* 
rable  to  the  humanity  and  Christian  temper  of 
>th  parties,  more  advantageous  to  the  Indiana 
iefnseives,and  better  adapted  to  secure  their  per* 
lanent  peace,  tranquillity,  and  progressive  civili* 
&tioo,  than  the  boundary  proposed  by  the  British 
lenipotentiaries. 

With  regard  to  the  cesaioQ  of  a  part  of  the  Dis* 
ict  of  Maine,  as  to  which  the  British  Plenlpo- 
•Dtiariesare  unable  to  reconcile  the  objections 
lade  by  the  undersigned  with  their  previous  de« 
laration,  they  have  the  honor  to  observe,  that,  at 
le  conference  of  the  8th  ultimo,  the  British  Pieni- 
otentiaries  stated,  as  one  of  the  subjects  suitable 
>r  discussion,  a  revision  of  the  boundary  line 
etweeD  the  British  and  American  territories, 
rith  a  view  to  prevent  uncertainty  and  dispute ; 
nd  that  it  was  on  the  point  thus  stated  that  the 
ndersigned  declared  that  they  were  provided 
rith  instructions  from  their  Government;  a  de-^ 
laration  which  did  not  imply  that  they  were  in- 
rueted  to  make  any  cession  of  territory  in  any 
u after,  or  to  agree  to  a  revision  of  the  line,  or  to 
ay  exchange  of  territory,  where  no  uncertainty 
r  dispute  existed. 

The  undersigned  perceive  no  uncertainty  or 
tatter  of  doubt  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  with  re- 
>ect  to  that  part  of  the  boundary  of  the  District 
f  Maine  which  would  be  affected  by  the  pro- 
Dsal  of  Great  Britain  on  that  subject.    They 


never  have  understood  that  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries who  signed  that  treaty  had  contem- 
plated a  boundary  different  from  that  fixed  by  the 
treaty,  and  which  requires  nothing  more,  in  order 
to  be  definitely  ascertained,  than  to  be  surveyed 
in  conformity  with  its  provisions.  This  subject 
not  having  been  a  matter  of  uncertainty  or  dis- 
pute, the  undersigned  are  not  instructed  upon  it ; 
and  have  no  authority  to  cede  any  part  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  even  for  what  the  British 
Government  miffht  consider  a  fair  equivalent. 

In  regard  to  the  boundary  of  the  northwestern 
frontier,  so  soon  as  the  proposition  of  Indian  boun- 
darjr  is  disposed  of,  the  undersigned  have  no  ob- 
jection, with  the  explanation  giren  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  in  their  last  note,  to  discuss  the 
suhject. 

The  undersigned,  in  their  former  note,  stated 
with  frankness,  and  will  now  repeat,  that  the 
two  propositions— first,  of  assigning  in  the  pro- 

Ksed  treaty  of  peace  a  definite  boundary  to  the 
dians  living  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  beyond  which  boundary  they  should  stip- 
ulate not  to  acquire,  by  purchase  or  otherwise, 
any  territory ;  secondly,  or  securing  the  exclusive 
military  possession  of  the  lakes  of  Great  Britain- 
are  both  inadmissible ;  and  that  they  cannot  sub* 
scribe  to,  and  would  deem  it  useless  to  refer  to 
their  Government,  any  arrangement,  even  pro* 
visional,. containing  either  of  those  propositions. 
With  this  understandingythe  undersigned  are  now 
ready  to  continue  the  negotiations,  and,  as  they 
have  already  expressed,  to  discuss  all  the  points 
of  difference,  or  which  might  hereafter  tend  in 
any  decree  to  interrupt  the  harmony  of  the  two 
countries. 

The  undersigned  request  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries to  accept  the  assurance  of  their  high 
consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCT  ADAMS, 

J.  A.  BAYARD, 

HENRY  CLAY, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 

A.  GALLATIN. 


From  the  British  to  the  American  Ministers. 

Ghent,  Sept.  19, 1814. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  them  by 
the  American  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  9th  iqstant. 

On  the  greater  part  of  that  note  the  undersign- 
ed hare  no  intention  to  make  comments,  having 
proposed  to  themselves  throughout  the  negotia- 
tion to  avoid  all  unnecessary  discussions,  more 
especially  when  tending  to  create  irritation. 

On  the  question  of  the  Northwestern  frontiers, 
they  are  happy  to  find  that  no  material  difficulty 
.is  likely  to  arise. 

With  respect  to  the  boundary  of  the  District  of 
Maine,  the  undersigned  observe,  with  regret,  that, 
although  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  have 
acknowledged  themselves  to  be  instructed  to  dis- 
cuss a  revision  of  the  boundary  line  with  a  view 
to  prevent  uncertainty  and  disputes,  yet,  by  as- 
suming an  exclusive  right  at  once  to  decide  what 
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ii,  or  is  not,  a  sabjeet  of  QQcertainty  and  dispace, 
they  have  reodered  their  powers  nugatory,  or  in- 
admissibly  partial  in  their  operation. 

After  the  declaration  made  bj  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  that  the  United  States  will  ad- 
mit or  no  line  of  boundary  between  their  territory 
and  that  of  the  Indian  nations,  because  the  natu- 
ral growth  and  population  of  the  United  States 
would  be  thereby  arrested,  ii  becomes  necessary 
further  to  insist  on  the  proof  of  a  spirit  of  aggran- 
dizement afforded  by  the  purchase  of  Louisiana 
from  France,  against  the  known  conditions  on 
which  it  had  been  ceded  by  Spain  to  that  coun- 
try, or  the  hostile  seizure  of  a  ^reat  part  of  the 
Floridas  under  the  pretence  of  a  dispute  respecting 
the  boundary. 

The  reason  given  by  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries for  this  declaration  equally  applies  to  the 
assignment  of  a  boundary  to  the  United  States 
on  anv  side,  with  whatever  view  proposed;  and 
the  unlimited  nature  of  the  pretension  would  alone 
have  justified  Great  Britain  in  seeking  more  effec- 
tual securities  against  its  application  to  Canada, 
than  any  which  the  undersigned  have  had  the 
honor  to  propose. 

Had  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  been  in« 
structed  on  the  subjject  of  Canada,  they  would  not 
have  asserted  (hat  its  permanent  annexation  had 
not  been  the  declared  object  of  their  Government. 
It  has  been  distinctly  avowed  to  be  such  at  differ- 
ent times,  particularly  by  two  American  Gener- 
als, on  their  respective  invasions  of  Canada.  If 
the  declaration  first  made  had  been  disapproved, 
it  would  not  have  been  repeated.  The  declara- 
tions here  referred  to  are  to  be  found  in  the  proc- 
lamation of  General  Hull  in  July,  1812,  and  of 
General  Smith  in  November,  1812,copies  of  which 
are  hereunto  annexed. 

It  must  be  also  from  the  want  of  instructions 
that  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  have  been 
led  to  assert  that  Great  Britain  has  induced  the 
Indians  to  withdraw  from  the  protection  of  the 
United  States.  The  Government  of  the  United 
States  cannot  have  forgotten  that  Great  Britain, 
so  far  from  inducing  the  Indians  to  withdraw 
themselves  from  the  protection  of  the  United 
Statesj  gave  the  earliest  information  of  the  inten- 
tion or  those  nations  to  invade  the  United  States, 
and  exerted  herself,  though  without  success,  to 
prevent  and  appease  their  hostility.  The  Indian 
nations,  however,  having  experienced,  as  they 
thought,  oppression,  instead  of  protection,  from 
the  United  States,  declared  war  affainat  them  pre- 
yiou>ly  to  the  declaration  of  war  hy  that  country 
against  Great  Britain.  The  treaty  by  which  the 
Indians  placed  themselves  under  the  protection 
of  the  Uaited  States  is  now  abrogated,  and  the 
American  Gbvernment  cannot  now  be  entitled  to 
claim  as  a  right  the  renewal  of  an  article  in  a 
treaty  which  has  no  lonser  any  existence.  The 
Indian  nations  are,  therefore,  no  longer  to  be  con- 
sidered as  under  the  protection  of  the  United 
States--whatever  may  be  the  import  of  that  term 
— and  it  can  only  be  on  the  ground  that  ihey  are 
regarded  as  subjects,  that  the  American  Plenipo- 
tentiaries can  be  authorized  to  deny  the  right  of 


Great  Britain  to  interfere  on  their  bekalfb 
negotiation  for  peace.  To  any  lack  ebiai 
repeated,  that  the  treaties  coneloded  viti  tm 
and  particularly  that  of  GreenviUe.  nit  ^ 
opposition. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  reeor  to  iknmk 
which  the  territory  of  the  United  Sttiiuii 
first  settled,  in  order  to  decide  wbethskyiu 
nations,  the  original  inhabitants  of  Aasasblj 
have  some  spot  assigned  to  them,  vbrnMaif 
may  be  permitted  to  live  in  tniiqrf.'!;Nt 
whether  their  tranquillity  can  be  weutiM 
prerenting  an  uninterrupted  flfsteaofoatk- 
ment  upon  them  under  the  pretence  of  pean. 

If  the  American  PlenipotentiarieiiRic^ 
ized  peremptorily  to  deny  the  right  of  tie  Brie 
Government  to  interfere  with  the  piciliaQxi 
the  Indian  nations,  and  for  that  kun  tiai 
negotiation  on  the  subject,  ths  ODdersigwdiien 
loss  to  understand  upon  wbatpdncipleitivt^ 
at  the  conference  of  the  9th  oltimo,tkAoB» 

Plenipotentiaries  invited  ditcossioD  on  M 
jeet,  and  added,  that  it  was  not  poaiblefirtif. 
to  decide,  without  discussioOi  whether  uirut 
could  be  framed  which  shoold  benisuiiilra!>^ 
factory,  and  to  which  they  thoold  t!^^ 
selves,  under  their  diseretiooanrpowenivni^ 
ed  in  acceding.  ,  ., 

The  undersigned  must  farther  obsenttuU 
the  American  Government  hu  do:  ivm 
their  Plenipotentiaries  with  iDf  i^ 
since  January  last,  when  the  geDenipKao^* 
of  Europe  could  have  been  immediitdfui^ 
tern  plation,  this  aubaequent  sileoee,iivuf^' 
so  calculated  (even  in  the  viewwbiekAe^ 
ican  Plenipotentiaries  have  takes  of  it, «^ 
note  of  the  24th  ultimo.)  to  iofloeoee(fceK9»» 
tlon,  is,  to  say  the  least,  no  proof  of  i«»««5 
sire  to  bring  it  to  a  favoraMe  coBclM«f« 
British  Government  has  eotend «» i»^ 
tiation  with  an  anxious  wish  t^^'^^'^i. 
arrangement.  After  convaWoH  ■■?"!53L 
their  nature,  extent,  and  duiiw«,.'Wf«T 
world  has  need  of  lepose.    ToolHiwtkMttW 

rope,  Great  Briuin  has  made  «««*«**X 
fices.  To  complete  the  work  of  fttWj^ 
tion,  it  is  her  earnest  wish  to  tt****  ^ 
with  the  United  States,  and,  is  ^«fr^ 
accomplish  this  object,  to  mtBiffai"«*r'/^jj 
ciples  of  moderation  and  forbemnw;  »\  ^ 
utterly  inconsistent  with  her  P»«"**.^j| 
principles  ever  to  abandon,  in  ^^'Jf^?  i^rs 
peace,  those  who  have  co^jw*****' 
war.  ,  ,L,(  y 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  «I^ '^ 
British  Government  is  willing  to  flgoi  >;. 
of  Peace  with  the  United  Stttes  ootert«ri 
able  to  both  parties.  It  hat  not  offef«i  w^^., 
which  the  United  States  can  im^^ 
derogatory  to  their  honor,  nor  ciQ  «»J  ^^ 
to  accede  to  any  which  arc  injo"<>"*  ^j^r 
It  is  on  this  ground  that  the  ttn<J«"*?J"  ,r 
ihorized  distinctly  to  declare  Jhitw^J  3, 
structed  not  to  sign  a  Treaty  of  ^ej^^ie 
Plenipotentiaries  of  the  UdUm  States,  "^u 
Indian  nations  are  included  la  !!,«<»  '^ 
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\l  the  rights,  pririL^gvs,  tad  territories  which 
xey  eojojred  in  the  year  1811,  prerioua  to  the 
ommeneement  of  the  war,  by  virtue  of  the 
'reatF  of  Greenville,  and  the  treaties  sohse- 
tiently  concluded  between  them  and  the  United 
tates.  From  this  point  the  British  Plenipoten- 
aries  cannot  depart. 

They  are  further  instructed  to  offer  for  discus- 
on  an  article  by  which  the  contracting  parties 
lall  reciprocally  bind  themselves,  accordling  to 
)undaries  to  be  agreed  upon,  not  to  purchase  the 
nds  occupied  by  the  Indians  within  their  respect- 
e  lines  or  demarcation.  By  makin|:  this  engage- 
lent  subject  to  revision  at  the  expiration  of  the 
Lven  period,  it  is  hoped  that  the  objection  to  the 
itablishment  of  a  boundary,  beyond  which  the 
?ttlements  of  the  Unit^  States  should  be  for^ 
ver  excluded,  may  be  effectually  obviated. 

The  undersigned  have  never  stated  that  the 
Kclusive  military  possession  of  the  lakes,  how- 
ver  conducive  they  are  satisfied  it  would  be  to 

^ood  understanding  between  the  two  countries, 
rithout  endangering  the  security  of  the  Uniteo 
Uates,  was  to  be  considered  as  a  rinequa  turn  in 
ie  negotiation.  Whenever  the  question  relative 
>  the  pacification  of  the  Indian  nations  (which, 
ibject  to  the  explanations  already  given,  is  a 
me  ma  non,)  shall  be  adjusted,  the  undersigned 
rill  be  authorized  to  make  a  final  proposition  on 
le  subject  of  Canadian  boundaries,  so  entirely 
>an:ied  on  principles  of  moderation  and  justice, 
lat  they  feel  confident  it  cannot  be  rejected. 
!*his  proposition  will  be  distinctly  stated  by  the 
ndersigned,  upon  receiving  an  assurance  from 
le  American  Plenipotentiaries  that  they  consider 
lemselves  authorized  to  conclude  a  provisional 
rticle  on  the  subject,  and  upon  their  previously 
onsen  ting  to  include  the  Indian  nations  in  the 
reaty,  in  the  manner  above  described. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  op- 
ortunitjr  of  renewing  to  the  American  Pleni- 
otentiaries  the  assurance  of  their  high  coosid- 
ration.  GAMBIER, 

HBNRY  GOULBURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


From  the  American  to  the  Britigh  Ministen. 
Ghent,  September  26^  1814. 

In  replying  to  the  note  which  the  undersigned 
lare  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  His  Brit- 
innic  Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries,  dated  on  the 
.9th  instant,  they  are  happy  to  concur  with  them 
n  the  sentiment  of  avoiaing  unnecessary  discus- 
ions,  especially  such  as  may  have  a  tendency  to 
create  irritation.  They  had  hoped  that,  in  the 
ame  spirit,  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  would 
lot  have  thought  allusions  again  necessary  to 
ransactions  foreign  to  this  negotiation,  relating 
;o  the  United  States  and  other  independent  un- 
ions, and  not  suitable  for  discussion  between  the 
[Jnited  States  and  Great  Britain.  The  observa- 
tion made  with  respect  to  Louisiana  is  the  more 
sxtraordinary,  as  the  cession  of  that  province  to 
the  United  States  was,  at  the  time,  communicated 
to  the  British  Government,  who  expressed  their 
13th  Gov.  dd  Sx68;— 43 


entire  satisfaction  with  it,  and  as  it  has  subse- 
quentlv  received  the  solemn  sanction  of  Spain 
herself. 

The  undersigned  will  further  say.  that,  when* 
ever  the  transactions  of  the  United  States  in  re» 
lation  to  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana  and  Florida 
shall  be  a  proper  subject  of  discussion,  thev  will 
be  found  not  only  susceptible  of  complete  justifi- 
cation, but  will  demonstrate  the  moderation  and 
forbearance  of  the  American  Government,  and 
their  undeviating  respect  for  the  rights  of  their 
neiehbors. 

The  undersigned  are  far  from  assuming  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  decide  what  is,  or  is  not,  a  subject 
of  uncertainty  and  dispute  with  regard  to  the 
boundary  of  the  District  of  Maine.  But  until  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  shall  have  shown  In 
what  respect  the  part  of  that  boundary  which 
would  be  affected  by  their  proposal  Is  sucn  a  sub- 
ject, the  undersigned  may  be  permitted  to  assert 
that  it  is  not. 

The  treaty  of  1783  described  the  boundary  as  a 
line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river 
St.  Croix,  from  its  mouth,  in  the  bay  of  Fundy, 
to  its  source,  and  from  its  source  directly  north 
to  the  Highlands,  which  divide  the  rivers  that 
fall  into  tbe  Atlantic  Ocean  from  those  which 
fall  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence;  and  thence, 
along  the  said  Highlands,  to  the  northwestern- 
most  bead  of  Connecticut  river. 

Doubts  having  arisen  as  to  the  St.  Croix,  des- 
ignated in  the  treaty  of  1783,  a  provision  was 
made  by  that  of  1794  for  ascertaining  it;  and  it 
may  be  fairly  inferred,  from  the  limiution  of  the 
article  to  that  sole  object,  that,  even  in  the  judg- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  no  other  subject  of  con- 
troversy existed  in  relation  to  the  extension  of 
the  boundary  line  from  the  source  of  that  river. 
That  river  and  its  source  having  been  accord- 
ingly asceruined,  the  undersigned  are  prepared 
to  propose  the  appointment  of  Commissioners 
by  the  two  Governments  to  extend  the  line  to 
the  Highlands,  conformably  to  the  treaty  of  1789. 
The  proposal,  however,  or  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries was  not  to  ascertain,  but  to  vary, 
those  lines,  in  such  manner  as  to  secure  a  direct 
communication  between  QrUebec  and  Halifax; 
an  alteration  which  could  not  be  effected  with- 
out a  cession  by  the  United  States  to  Great 
Britain  of  all  that  portion  of  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts intervening  between  the  provinces  of 
New  Brunswick  and  duebec,  although  unques- 
tionably included  within  the  boundary  lines  fixed 
by  that  treaty.  Whether  it  was  contemplated 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  obtain  the  ces- 
sion, with  or  without  an  equivalent,  in  fron- 
tier or  otherwise,  the  undersigned,  in  stating  that 
they  were  not  instructed  or  autnorized  to  treat 
on  the  subject  of  cession,  have  not  declined  to 
discuss  any  matter  of  uncertainty  or  dispute 
which  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  may  point 
out  to  exist  respecting  the  boundaries  in  that  or 
in  any  other  quarter^  and  are,  therefore,  not  liable 
to  the  imputation  of  having  rendered  their  pow- 
ers on  the  subject  nugatory  or  inadmissibly  partial 
in  their  operation. 
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The  British  PleDipotentiariet  consider  the  qd- 
derslgned  aa  hsvinj;  declared  ^  that  the  .United 
States  will  admit  ofrio  tine  of  boundary  between 
their  territory  and  that  of  the  Indian  nations,  be- 
caase  the  natural  growth  and  population  of  the 
United  Stales  would  be  thereby  arrested."  The 
undersigned,  on  the  contrary,  expressly  stated  in 
their  last  note,  "  that  the  land*  inhabited  by  the 
Indians  were  secured  to  them  by  boundaries  de- 
fined in  amicable  treaties  between  them  and  the 
United  States  ;"  but  they  did  refuse  to  assign,  in 
a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  a  definitiye 
and  permanent  boundary  to  the  Indians  living 
withm  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  On  this 
subject  the  undersigned  have  no  hesitation  in 
avowing  that  the  United  States,  while  intending 
never  to  acquire  lands  from  the  Indians  otherwise 
than  peaceably,  and  with  their  free  consent,  are 
fully  determined,  in  that  manner^  progressively, 
and  in  proportion  as  their  growing  population 
mav  require,  to  reclaim  from  that  c^te  or  nature, 
and  to  bring  into  cultivation  every  portion  of  the 
territory  contained  within  their  acknowledged 
boundaries.  In  thus  providing  for  the  support  of 
millions  of  civilized  beings,  they  will  not  violate 
•UT  dictate  of  justice  or  of  humanity ;  for  they 
wiU  not  only  give  to  the  few  thousand  savages 
aeattered  over  that  territory  an  ample  equivalent 
for  any  right  they  may  surrender,  but  will  always 
leave  them  the  possession  of  lands  more  than  they 
can  cultivate,  and  more  than  adequate  to  their  sub- 
sistence, comfort,  and  enjoyment,  by  cultivation.  If 
this  be  a  spirit  of  aggrandizement,  the  undersigned 
are  prepared  to  admit,  in  that  sense,  its  existence ; 
but  they  must  deny  that  it  affords  the  slightest 
proof  of  an  intention  not  to  respect  the  boundaries 
between  them  and  European  nations,  or  of  a  o'e- 
sire  to  encroach  upon  the  territories  of  Great 
Britain.  If,  in  the  progress  of  their  increasing 
population,  the  American  people  must  grow  in 
atrength  proportioned  to  their  number,  the  under- 
aigned  will  hope  that  Great  Britain,  far  from  re- 
piViM  at  the  prospect,  will  contemplate  it  with 
aatiauetion.  They  will  nor  suppose  that  that 
Qoverament  will  avow,  as  the  basis  of  their  pol- 
icy towards  the  United  States,  the  system  of  ar- 
resting their  natural  growth  within  their  own  ter- 
ritories, for  the  sake  of  preserving  a  perpetual 
desert  for  savages.  If  Great  Britain  has  made 
aacrifices  to  give  repose  to  the  civilized  world  in 
Europe,  no  sacrifice  is  required  from  her  by  the 
United  Slates  to  complete  the  work  of  general 
pacification.  This  negotiation  at  least  evinces 
on  their  part  no  disposition  to  claim  any  otiier 
tight  than  that  of  preserving  their  independence 
eotire,  and  of  governing  their  own  territories 
without  foreign  interference. 

Of  the  two  proclamations,  purported  copies  of 
which  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  have  thought 
proper  to  enclose  with  their  last  note,  the  under- 
signed might  content  themselves  with  remarking 
that  neither  of  them  is  the  act  of  the  American 
Government.  They  areeoabled,  however,  to  add, 
with  perfect  confidence,  that  neither  of  them  was 
authorized  or  approved  by  the  Government.  The 
undersigned  are  not  disposed  to  consider  as  the 


act  of  the  British  GovcrsncDt  the  proHatfia 
of  Admiral  Cochrane,  herewith  enclosed,  cxeiti^ 
a  portion  of  the  population  of  the  Uoiied  8wn 
under  the  promise  of  military  employiBestarof 
free  settlement  in  the  Wast  Indies,  lo  traseftOT 
and  rebellion.    The  nnders%ned  vof  sisene/f 
regret  to  be  obliged  to  say,  Uimt  ai  imsistible 
mass  of  evideace,  consistio|^  princtfdf  of  tibe 
correspondence  of  British  omeera  and  sfaapait 
only  of  which  has  already   been  pamd  ie 
America,  establishes  beyond   all  ratisaik  hibi 
the  fact  that  a  constant  system  of  excifeaoiis 
those  hostilities  was  pursued  by  the  Bhtia  ii> 
ders  and  i^ou,  who  had  aeecas  to  the  litek 
not  only  without  being  diseoontcnanced,  botiili 
frequent  encouragement  by  the  British  aatkb 
ties ;  and  that,  if  they  ever  diasaad^  the  Isdiv 
from  commencing  hostilities,  it  was  only  byoriiit 
them,  as  in  prudence,  to  auapend  their  atiab 
until  Gkeat  Britain  could  recGjgnisa  thenaikr 
allies  in  the  war. 

When,  in  the  coafercnee  of  the  9ih  oltino,ibc 
undersigned  invited  disenssion  npoo  the  projioai 
of  Indian  pacification  and  bo«ndary,as  wdlai 
upon  all  the  subjecu  preaented  hf  the  Bhtat 
Plenipotentiaries  for  diecQaaion,  they  d^rasijr 
stated  their  motives  to  be— 1st,  toaaceriu[,^d0- 
cussion,  whether  an  article  on  the  sabject  cnU 
be  formed,  to  which  they  eonld  sahsaik  ui 
which  would  be  satisAictory  to  the  Britiili  Plcsi- 
potentiaries ;  and,  2dly,  that*  if  no  saeh  artkk 
could  be  formed,  the  American  Governmcaiauffe 
be  informed  of  the  views  of  Great  Britiis  opos 
that  point,  and  the  British  Gkivemment  of  (k ob- 
jections, on  the  part  of  the  United  Siatti,to  ^1 
such  arrangement.  The  ondersigaed  liare,  it 
fact,  already  propoaed  no  leas  than  three  srt'ida 
on  the  subject,  all  of  which  they  ^iitw  n  betiet 
calculated  to  secure  peace  and  traoquii/ify  tot^ 
Indians,  than  any  of  the  ptopomls  for  ik^t  por- 
pose  made  by  the  British  PleBipoieafi8rie& 

The  uodersiffoed  had  repcalad  tiieiraasorattces 
to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  chat  peace,  so  &r 
as  it  depended  on  the  Uoiied  States,  would  im- 
mediately follow  a  peace  with  Great  Brtuin; 
and  added,  that  the  Indians  would  thereby  be  re- 
instated in  the  same  situation  in  which  they  stood 
before  the  commencement  of  hostilities.  The 
British  Plenipotentiaries  jnsist,  in  their  Ust  note, 
that  the  Indian  nations  shall  beindadedin  ibe 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  Great  Britain  and  tk 
United  States,  and  be  restored  to  all  the  rifii^ 
privileges,  and  territories  which  they  eojoj«l  ifl 
the  year  1811,  previous  to  their  commenoencsia 
the  war,  by  virtue  of  the  Treaty  of  Gfeeanlk 
and  the  treaties  subsequently  concluded  betveet 
them  and  the  United  Sutes.  Setting  asiiie  i^c 
subject  of  boundary,  which  is  presented  »  ^^ 
discussion  only,  there  is  no  apparent  diffeK*^^ 
with  respect  to  the  object  in  view,  the  pscilct- 
tion  and  tranquillity  of  the  lodians,  and  p!i£<V 
them  in  the  same  situation  in  which  theysioo^^ 
fore  the  war;  all  which  will  be  equally  obtsiM^'' 
the  manner  proposed  by  the  undersigned.  ^ 
the  only  point  of  real  difference  is,  the  l^ 
Plenipotentiaries  inaiat  that  it  shoold  be^^T 
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clodiDg  the  Indians,  m  allies  of  Great  Briuin, 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  her  and  the  Uni- 
d  Sates. 

The  United  States  cannot  conseat  that  Indians 
iidinr   within  their   boundaries,  as  acknovl- 
ged  by  Great  Britain,  shall  be  included  in  the 
reaty  of  Peace  in  any  manner  which  will  recog- 
le  them  as  independent  nations,  whom  Great 
itain,  having  obtained  this  recognition,  would 
•reafter  have  the  right  to  consider  in  every  re* 
ect  ms  soch.     Thus,  to  recognise  those  Indians 
independent  and  sovereign  nations  would  take 
im  the  United  States^  and  transfer  to  those  In* 
BBS,  ail  the  rights  of  soil  and  sovereignty  over 
e  territory  which  they  inhabit;  and  this  being 
eompiisbed,  through  the  agency  of  Great  Brit* 
n,  wottld  place  them  effisctualljr  and  exclusively 
ider  her  protection,  instead  of  being,  as  here- 
fore,  under  that  of  the  United  State.^.    It  is  not 
^'ceived  in  what  respect  saoh  a  provision  would 
ffer  from  an  absolaie  cession  by  the  United 
tates  of  the  extensive  territory  in  question. 
The  British  Plenipotentiaries  have  repeated  the 
tsertiott  that  the  treaty  by  which  the  ladians 
laeed  themselves  under  the  protection  of  the 
aitcd  Ststes  was  abrogated  by  the  war;  and 
lence  Infer,  that  they  are  no  longer  to  be  con- 
dered  as  under  the  protection  of  the  United 
tates,  whatever  may  be  the  import  of  the  term, 
cid  that  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  interfere 
I  their  behalf  in  the  negotiation  for  peace  can 
dIv  be  denied  on  the  ground  that  they  are  re- 
tried as  subjects.    In  point  of  fact,  several  of 
le  tribes,  parties  to  the  Treaty  of  Greenville, 
ave  constantly  been,  and  still  are,  at  peace  with 
le  United  States.    Whether  that  treaty  be  or  be 
ot  abrogated,  is  a  question  not  necessary  now 
\  be  discussed.    The  right  of  the  United  Sutes 
»  the  protection  of  the  Indians  within  their 
Mifidaries  was  not  acquired  bj  that  treaty ;  it 
^as  a  aeeeesary  consequence  of  the  sovereignty 
ad  independence  of  the  United  States.    Previ* 
iis  to  that  time,  the  Indians  living  within  the 
ime  territor^f  were  under  the  protection  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty,  as  its  Sovereign.    The  under- 
gned  may  refer  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  to 
II  the  acts  of  their  own  Government  relative  to 
le  suk^ect,  for  proof  that  it  has  always  consid* 
red  this  right  of  protection  as  one  of  the  righu 
r  sovereignty  which  it  needed  no  Indian  treaty 
»  confer,  and  which  the  abrogation  of  no  Indian 
leaty  oodd  divest.    They  will  particularly  bring 
I  their  recollection,  that  when  a  similar  propo- 
ition  was  made  of  considering  Indian  tribes  as 
MJependent  nations,  to  serve  as  a  barrier  between 
le  French  and  English  territories,  was  made  by 
^nce  to  £ngland,  it  was  immediately  rejected 
f  a  Minister  to  whom  the  British  nation  is  ac- 
Utomed  to  look  back  with  veneration,  and  re- 
lated on  the  express  ground  that  the  King  would 
Ht  renounce  his  right  of  protection  over  the  In- 
lans  within  his  dominions.    But  whatever  the 
iation  of  the  Indians  to  the  United  States  may 
\  and  whether  under  their  protection  or  not, 
heat  Britain  having,  by  the  treaty  of  1783;  re- 
raised the  sovertigaty  of  the  United  Stacesy 


and  agreed  to  certain  limits  as  their 
has  no  right  to  consider  aav  persons  or  eommiH 
nities,  whether  Indians  or  otners,  residing  within 
those  boundaries,  as  nations  independent  of  the 
United  States. 

The  United  States  claim,  of  right,  with  respect 
to  all  European  nations,  and  particularly  with 
respect  to  ureat  Britain,  the  entire  sovereignty 
over  the  whole  territory,  and  all  the  pertons  en* 
braced  within  the  boondiries  of  their  dominions ; 
Great  Britain  has  no  right  to  take  cognisance  of 
the  relations  subsisting  between  the  several  com* 
munities  or  persons  living  therein ;  they  form,  as 
to  her,  only  parts  of  the  dominions  of  the  United 
States,  and  it  is  altogether  immnterial  whether,  or 
how  far,  under  their  political  institutions  and 
policy,  these  commanittes  or  persons  are  indepen* 
dent  States,  allies,  or  subjects.  With  respect  to 
her,  and  all  other  foreian  nations,  they  are  parti 
of  a  whole,  of  which  the  United  Slates  are  the 
sole  and  absolute  sovereigns. 

The  allegation  of  the  British  Pienipoteatiariei 
that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  practice  or  princi- 
ples of  Great  Britain  to  abandon,  in  her  negotim* 
tions  for  peace,  those  who  have  eo-operated  with 
her  ia  war,  is  not  applicable  to  the  Indians,  but  on 
the  erroneous  assumption  of  their  independeaeet 
which,  so  far  as  she  is  concerned,  has  been  fully 
disproved.  And  although  no  power  from  these 
tribes  to  the  British  Government,  to  treat  in  their 
behalf,  would,  for  the  same  reason,  be  admitted 
by  the  undersigned,  they  may  nevertheless  observe 
that  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  having  produced 
no  such  powers,  having  no  authority  to  bind  the 
Indians,  to  engage  for  their  assent  to  the  pacificn* 
tioo,  or  to  secure  the  continuance  of  peace  on 
their  part,  whilst  speaking  of  them  as  allies,  do 
really  propose  to  treat  for  them,  not  as  if  taey 
were  independent  nations,  bat  as  if  they  were  the 
subjects  of  Great  Britain.  The  undersigned,  so 
far  from  asking  that,  in  relation  to  the  Indiana, 
Great  Britain  should  pursue  a  course  inconsiatent 
with  her  former  practice  and  principles,  only  de* 
sire  that  she  would  follow  her  own  example  re* 

Sectiog  them,  in  her  former  treaties  with  other 
uropean  nations,  and  with  the  United  Statea. 
No  provision  for  tne  Indians  is  found  ia  the  treaty 
of  1763,  by  which  Fmnce  ceded  Canada  to  Great 
Briuin,  although  almost  nil  the  Indians  living 
within  the  territory  ceded,  or  acknowledged  to 
belong  to  Great  Britain,  had  taken  part  with 
France  in  the  war.  No  such  provision  was  ii^ 
seried  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  althooffh 
almost  all  the  Indians  tribes  living  vrithin  the 
territory  recognised  by  the  treaty  to  belong  to  the 
United  Sutes,  had,  during  the  war,  co-operated 
with  Great  Britain,  and  might  have  been  consid- 
ered as  her  allies  more  justly  than  on  the  present 
occasion.  So  far  as  concerns  the  relations  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  these 
ladians  can  be  treated  lor  only  on  the  principles 
by  which  amnesties  are  stipulated  in  favor  of 
disaffected  persons,  who.  in  times  of  war  and  in- 
vasion, co-operate  with  the  enemy  of  the  nation 
1  to  whieh  they  belong.    To  go  as  frr  as  poittUe 
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in  wearioff  the  benefit  of  the  pewe  to  the  Indians, 
DOW  the  only  object  professed  by  the  British  C^t- 
crnment  in  their  present  me  qua  mm,  the  under- 
ligned  offer  a  stipolation  in  general  terms :  that 
no  person  or  persons,  whether  subjects,  citizens, 
or  Indians,  residing  within  the  dominions  of  either 
party,  shall  be  molested  or  annoyed,  either  in  their 
persons  or  their  property,  for  aojr  Pf^.^^^fL  «*y 
Lare  taken  in  the  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain ;  bat  shall  retain  all  the  rights, 
and  possessions  which  they  respecuvely 


had  at  the  commencement  of  the  war ;  they,  on 
their  part,  demeaning  themselves  peaceably  and 
conformably  to  their  duties  to  tie  respeclire 
GoTernments.  This,  the  undersigned  have  no 
doubt  will  effectually  secure  to  the  Indians  peace, 
if  they  themselves  will  observe  it,  and  they  will 
not  suppose  that  Great  Britein  would  wish  them 
included  in  the  peace,  but  upon  that  condition. 

The  undersigned  have  never  intimated  that 
their  Government  had  not  furnished  them  with 
any  instructions  since  January  last.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  distinctly  told  the  British  Plenipoten- 
tiaries in  conference,  though  it  appears  to  have 
escaped  their  recollection,  that  instructions  had 
been  received  by  the  undersigned,  dated  at  the 
close  of  the  month  of  June.  The  undersigned 
will  now  add,  that  those  instructions  were  drawn 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  general  pacification 
in  Europe,  and  with  so  liberal  a  consideration  of 
its  necessary  bearing  upon  all  the  differences  that 
had  been  until  then  subsisting  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  that  the  under- 
signed cannot  doubt  that  peace  would  lonff  since 
have  been  concluded,  had  not  an  insuperable  bar 
against  it  been  raised  by  the  new  and  unpre- 
cedented demands  of  the  Brituh  Government. 

With  respect  to  the  proposition  which  the 
BriUsh  Plenipotentiaries  inform  them  they  will 
be  prepared  to  make,  in  relation  to  the  Canadian 
boundaries,  which  appears  to  them  so  entirely 
founded  on  principles  of  moderation  and  justice, 
but  the  nature  of  which  thev  think  proper,  at 
present,  to  withhold,  the  undersigned  can  only 
pledge  themselves  to  meet  any  proposition  from 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  characterized  by 
moderation  and  justice,  not  only  with  a  perfect 
reciprocity  of  those  sentiments,  but  with  a  sincere 
and  earnest  desire  to  contribute  to  the  restoration 
of  peace,  by  every  compliance  with  the  wishes  of 
Great  Britain  compatible  with  their  duty  to  their 

country. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  of  tendering 
to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  the  renewed  as- 
surance of  their  high  consideration. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 
JAMES  A.  BAYARD, 
HENRY  CLAY, 
JONA.  RUSSELL, 
A.  GALLATIN. 


From  the  British  to  the  Amsricsn  Ministers. 

Ghent,  October  8, 1814. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  Plenipoten- 


tiaries  of  the  United  Sutes  dated  on  the  26d[ 

ultimo. 

As  the  continuance  of  the  negotiatioa  cieio- 
sively  depends  upon  the  question  rdseiof  to  ti» 
pacincation  and  rights  of  the  Indian  atCMDi,  the 
undersigned  are  unwilling  to  exteslthdroiMr- 
vations  to  the  other  subjecte  brooghifiKVsrdio 
the  note  of  the  American  Plenipoteates  for- 
ther  than  may  be  required  for  the  necoatr  ex- 
planation. 

In  adverting  for  this  purpose  to  theu/pitam 

of  Louisiana,  the  undersiraed  most  obsmust 

the  instrument  by  which   the  eonseat  af  is 

Catholic  Majestv  is  alleged  to  have  beei  gim 

to  the  cession  ot  it  has  never  been  made  psUit 

His  Catholic  Majesty  was  no  party  to  the  uan 

by  which  the  cession  was  made,  and  if  asj  sir- 

tion  has  been  subsequently  obtained  from  hia-i: 

must  have  been,  like  other  contempoiaaeonsacE 

of  that  monarch,  in voluntarjr,  and,  as  sock,  en- 

not  alter  the  character  of  the  transaction.  The 

Marquis  of  Yrujo,  the  Minister  of  Hu  CitiiolE 

Msjesty  at  Washington,  in  a  letter  addfeaedis 

the  President  of  the  United  States,  fonnsJIr  p» 

tested  against  the  cession,  and  the  right  ef  F/asee 

to  make  it ;  yet,  in  the  face  of  this  prototiM, 

so  strongly  evincing  the  decided  opimosef  Spsia 

as  to  the  illegality  of  the  proeeeding,  the  Prea- 

dent  of  the  United  States  ratified  the  treaty.  Cas 

it  be  contended  that  the  annexation  of  Looisasc, 

under  such  circumstances,  did  not  mark  a  s^^ 

of  territorial  aggrandizement? 

His  BriUnnic  Majesty  did  cercaislf  npras 
satisfaction  when    the   Amerieaa  Gorersmeat 
communicated  the  event  that  Looisi8as,tnlfb 
able  colony  in  the  possession  of  France,  ^u 
whom  the  war  had  just  been  renewed,  instead  of 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  hts  taemy,  had  bea 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  at  that  time  [^f» 
ing  the  most  friendly  disposinoo  »wirds  Great 
Bntsin,  and  an  intention  ofpnridiag  for  ber  in- 
terest in  the  acquisition.    But  the  conditions  on- 
der  which  Prance  had  aeqaired  LoutaiaM  from 
Spain  were  not  communicated;  the  tefnal  ot 
Spain  to  consent  to  its  alienaiion  waaaoi  kaovii ; 
the  protest  of  her  Ambassador  had  not  been  avde; 
and  many  other  circumstances  atten^ng  the  trans- 
action, on  which  it  is  now  unnecessary  to  duaie, 
were,  as  there  is  good  mason  to  believe,  Mw^ 
I  ously  concealed. 

The  proof  of  a  spirit  of  aggrandizement  wuck 
the  undersigned  had  deduced  from  the  bcw 
seizure  of  a  great  part  of  the  Ploridas.  under  \k 
most  frivolous  pretences,  remains  nnrefuted ;  an 
the  undersigned  are  convinced  that  the  ooeasaa 
and  circumsunces  under  which  that  wK^t^^ 
I  able  act  of  aggression  took  place  have  gt«<*^ 
throughout  Europe  to  but  one  sentiment  ss  to  n^ 
character  of  the  transaction. 

After  the  previous  communication  whicka' 
undersigned  have  had  the  honor  of  i*^^^ 
from  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  thef  t^' 
not  but  feel  much  surprise  at  the  informas^f^ 
tained  in  their  last  note,  of  their  haviag^i^Ifr 
instructions  dated  subsequently  to  JanorTi^^^^' 
Tiie  .undersigned  have  no  recollectioB  v^ni^ 
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r  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  having  com- 
luoicated  to  them,  either  eolieetively^  or  indi* 
iduaJly,  al  a  conference  or  otherwise,  the  receipt 
'instructions  from  the  Grovernment  of  the  Uni- 
d  States  dated  at  the  close  of  the  month  of  June ; 
id  they  must  remind  the  American  Plenipoten- 
iries  that  their  note  of  the  9th  altimo  distinctly 
&ted  that  the  instructions  of  January,  1814,  were 
ose  under  which  they  were  acting.  If^  there* 
re,  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  received  in- 
ractions  drawfl  up  at  the  close  of  the  month  of 
ine,  with  a  liberal  consideration  of  the  late 
rentsi  in  Europe,  the  undersigned  have  a  right 

complain  that^  while  the  American  Gbvern- 
ent  justly  considered  those  events  as  having  a 
scessary  hearing  on  the  existing  differences  be- 
veen  the  two  countries,  the  American  Plenipo* 
ntiaries  should  nevertheless  have  preferred  act- 
g  under  instructions  which,  from  their  date, 
LUst  have  been  framed  without  the  contempla* 
on  of  such  events. 

The  British  Government  never  required  that 
1  that  portion  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  in- 
rvening  between  the  province  of  New  Brnns- 
ick  andduebec  should  be  ceded  to  Great  Britain, 
It  onl]r  that  small  portion  of  unsettled  country 
hich  intercepts  the  communication  between 
Halifax  and  wiebec ;  there  being  much  doubt 
hether  it  does  not  already  belong  to  Great 
ritain. 

The  undersigned  are  at  a  loss  to  understand 
>w  Vice  Admiral  Cochrane's  proclamation  illus- 
ates  any  topie  connected  with  the  present  nego- 
fttioD,  or  bears  upon  the  conclusion  which  they 
m  tended  was  to  be  drawn  from  the  two  procla* 
lations  of  the  American  Generals.  These  proc* 
.mations,  distinctly  avowing  the  intention  of  the 
merican  Government  permanently  to  annex  the 
anadas  to  the  United  States,  were  adduced  not 
I  matter  of  complaint,  but  simply  for  the  pnr- 
>se  of  proTinff  what  had  been  denied  as  a  taci. 
iz :  that  such  had  been  the  declared  intention  or 
te  American  Government. 

The  undersigned  observe  that,  although  the 
.merican  Plenipotentiaries  have  taken  upon 
lemselves  generally  to  deny  that  the  proclama* 
ons  were  authorized  or  approved  by  tneir  Gk>v- 
rnment,  without  stating  in  what  mode  that  dis- 
>probation  was  expreswd,  vet  they  avoid  stating 
lat  the  part  of  those  proclamations  containing 
le  declaration  in  question  had  not  been  so  au- 
torized  or  approved.  It  is,  indeed,  impossible 
>  imagine  that  If  the  American  Gtovernment  had 
itimated  any  disapprobation  of  that  part  of  Gen- 
ral  Hull's  proclamation,  the  same  declaration 
ronld  have  been  as  confidently  repeated  four 
lontbs  after  by  General  Smyth. 

His  Majesty's  Government  have  other  and 
mple  means  of  knowing  that  the  conauest  of  the 
*anadas,  and  their  annexation  -to  the  United 
Itates,  was  the  object  and  policy  of  the  Ameri- 
tn  Government.  For  the  present,  the  under- 
igned  will  content  themselves  with  referring  to 
be  remonstrance  of  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
hosetts  in  June,  1813,  in  which  thb  intention  is 
nnounced  as  matter  of  notoriety.        * 


The  undersigned  deny  that  the  American  Got* 
ernment  has  proved,  or  can  prove,  that,  previoiu 
to  the  declaration  of  war  ij  Uie  United  Stat«^ 
persons  authorized  by  the  British  Goveramenc 
endeavored  to  excite  the  Indian  nations  against 
the  United  States ;  or  that  endeavors  of  that  kind, 
if  made  by  private  persons,  (which  the  under- 
signed have  no  reason  to  believe,)  ever  received 
the  countenance  or  encouragement  of  HisMaje»* 
ty's  Government. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  have  not  de> 
nied  that  the  Indian  nations  had  been  engaged  ia 
war  against  the  United  States  before  the  war 
with  Great  Britain  had  commenced ;  and  they 
have  relucuntly  confessed  that,  so  far  from  His 
Bftajesty's  having  induced  the  Indian  nations  to 
begin  the  war,  as  charged  against  Great  Britaia 
in  the  notes  of  the  24th  of  August  and  9th  ulti- 
moj  the  British  Government  actually  exerted 
their  endeavors  to  dissuade  the  Indians  from 
commencing  it. 

As  to  the  unworth^r  motive  assigned  by  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  to  this  interference 
so  amicably  made  on  the  part  of  Great  BritaiOi 
its  utter  improbability  is  sufllciently  apparent 
from  considering  by  which  party  the  war  was 
declared.  The  undersized,  therefore,  can  only 
consider  it  as  an  additional  indication  of  that 
hostile  disposition  which  has  led  to  the  present 
unhappy  war  between  the  two  countries.  So 
louff  as  that  disposition  continues,  it  cannot  but 
render  any  effort  on  the  part  of  Cheat  Britain  to 
terminate  this  contest  utterly  unavailing. 

The  Americaii  Plenipotentiaries  appear  unpre* 
pared  to  state  the  precise  ground  upon  which 
they  resist  the  right  of  His  Majesty  to  negotiate 
with  the  United  States  on  befaialf  of  the  Indian 
nations,  whose  co-operation  in  the  war  His  Ma- 
jestv  has  found  it  expedient  to  accept. 

The  Treaty  of  Greenville;  to  the  words,  stipo* 
lations,  and  spirit  of  which  the  undersign«i  have 
so  frequently  appealed,  and  all  the  treaties  jpr^ 
viously  and  subsequently  made  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  Indian  nations,  show  beyond 
the  possibility  of  doubt  that  the  United  States 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  treating  with  these 
tribes  as  independent  nations,  capable  of  main- 
taining the  relations  of  peace  and  war,  and  exer> 
cising  territorial  rights. 

If  this  be  so,  it  will  be  difficult  to  point  out  the 
peculiar  circumstances  in  the  condition  of  these 
nations  which  should  either  exclude  them  from 
a  treaty  of  general  pacification,  or  prevent  Great 
Britain,  with  whom  they  have  coMiperated  as 
allies  in  the  war,  from  proposing  stipulations  in 
their  behalf  at  the  peace.  Unless  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  are  prepared  to  maintain  what 
they  have  in  effect  advanced,  that,  although  the 
Indian  nations  may  be  independent  in  their  rela- 
tions with  the  United  States,  yet  the  circum- 
stance of  living  within  the  boundary  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  disables  them  from  forming  such  con- 
ditions of  alliance  with  a  foreign  Power,  as  shall 
entitle  that  Power  to  negotiate  for  them  in  a 
Treaty  of  Peace. 

The  principle  upon  which  this  proposition  is 
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fovDded  wi»  adfvaetd,  bot  toeeewfally  fnisted, 
•0  Itr  back  at  the  Tfeitf  ofMamter.  Ao  acterapi 
WIS  than  made  to  preelvde  Fraace  from  aego- 
tfating  ia  belmlf  of  eartaia  States  aad  cities  la 
OcnDaay  whieh  had  co-operated  with  her  ia  the 
war.  because,  although  thoM  Slates  and  cities 
migat  be  coaeidered  as  iadepeadeat  for  eertaia 
purposes,  Tet,  beiag  withia  tae  booadary  of  the 
Ckoman  Empire,  ney  oogbt  aot  to  be  allowed 
to  become  parties  ia  the  geaeral  padfieatioa  with 
the  Bmperor  of  Gkrmaay,  oor  ooght  Prance  to 
be  permitted  in  that  negotiation  to  mix  their 
riffhu  and  iateresis  with  her  own. 

The  Americaa  Plea ipoleatiaries,  probably  aware 
that  the  nodoa  of  sacb  a  qualified  iadepeadence, 
for  certaia  purposes  and  not  for  others,  could  aot 
be  maintained  either  by  argumeat  or  precedent, 
have  beea  compelled  to  advance  the  novel  and 
alarming  preteasion  that  all  the  Indian  nations 
living  within  the  boundary  of  the  United  States 
most  in  effect  be  considered  as  their  subjects,  and 
consequently,  if  engaged  in  war  against  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  become  liable  to  be  treated  as  rebek 
or  disaffected  persouB.  They  have  further  stated, 
that  all  the  territorjr  which  these  ladian  nations 
eceupv  i*  ^  the  disposal  of  the  United  States ; 
that  the  United  States  have  a  right  to  disposscM 
them  of  it ;  to  exercise  that  right  whenever  their 
policy  or  interests  may  leem  to  them  to  require 
it ;  and  to  confine  them  to  such  spots  as  may  be 
selected,  not  by  the  Indian  nations,  bot  by  the 
Americaa  Government.  Pretensions  such  as  these 
Great  Britaia  can  never  recognise.  However  re- 
luctant His  Rojal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent 
may  be  to  contmoe  the  war.  that  evil  most  be 
iwemred  if  peace  can  only  be  obtained  on  such 
oonditioBs. 

To  support  those  preiensioBs,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  snow  that  the  present  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  is  iaoonsistent  with  the  former  practice 
and  princif^es,  the  American  Plenipotentiaries 
have  referred  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  to 
that  of  1763,  and  to  the  neffotiations  of  1761, 
during  the  administratioa  of  a  Minister  whom  the 
Amencan  Plenipotentiaries  have  stated,  and  truly 
auted,  to  be  high  in  the  estimstion  of  his  country. 

The  omission  to  provide,  ia  the  treaty  of  17B3, 
for  the  pacification  of  the  Indian  nations  which 
were  to  be  included  Within  the  proposed  boundary 
^the  United  Stales,  cannot  preclude  Great  Brit- 
aiB  from  now  negotiatiag  ia  behalf  of  such  tribes 
or  nations,  unless  it  be  assumed  ibat  the  occa* 
sional  non-exercise  of  a  right  is  an  abandonment 
of  it.  Nor  can  the  right  of  protection,  whieh  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  have  failed  in  show- 
ing to  have  been  unclaimed  bv  Great  Britain,  as 
incident  to  sovereignty,  have  been  transferred  by 
Great  Britain  to  the.  United  States,  by  a  treaty 
to  whieh  the  Indian  nations  were  not  parties. 

In  the  fftLCB  of  176^  it  was  not  neeessarv  for 
Chreat  Bntain  to  treat  for  the  paeificatioa  of  the 
Indian  nations,  and  the  maintenance  of  their 
fights  aad  privileges,  because  there  had  been  no 
Indian  nations  living  without  the  British  bound- 
aries who  had  co-operated  with  Great  Britain  in 
he  war  against  France. 


With  respect  to  the  mmoimtifom  of  1761,  h 
tween  Great  Briiaia  aad  Fraace,  oa  wkkk  tk 
American  PleMpoccatiarias  UMwe  psiticshiij 
rely,  they  appear,  in  the  judgment  BfAenit' 
signed,  to  have  much  mtsoacleratoetf  ik  wbie 
course  of  that  negotiation. 

It  is  very  uue  that  the  Preach  Gmnaesc 
brought  Ibrwdrd,  at  oae  pefio4  of  the  tqSBtieB, 
a  proposition  by  whieh  m  certain  teniaq  Ifkg 
between  the  doaunions  of  the  two  osMinf 
parties  was  to  have  beea  allactcd  loikkiaa 
aations.    But  it  does  not  appear  that  tfabiaid 
a  part  of  their  uliimatums,  aad  itadaiM 
Mr.  Pitt,  in  his  answer,  did  aoc  ehfeet  totbepR^ 
osition.    He  objected,  indeed,   to  the  fn^ 
line  of  demaieation  between  theeoaatrisibcla^ 
iog  to  the  two  contracting   parties,  apse  m 
grounds:  first,  that  the  propcMed  Nonkm  lis 
would  have  given  to  France  what  the  Priu 
themsdves  had  acknowledged  to  be  part  at  Out 
ada,  the  whole  of  which,  as  enjoyed  by  Hislte 
Christian  Majesty,  it  had  been  stipabidwiss 
be  ceded  entirely  to  Gteat  Britaia.    Seeosdif. 
that  the  Southern  part  of  the  piepesc^liieW 
demarcation  would  have   incladed  viito  fbt 
boundary  of  Louisiana  the  Cherokees^  thpOetbr 
the  Chickasawsj  the  Choctawa^  and  saothirBa- 
lion  who  occupied  territories  which  lad  Mttt 
been  included  within  the  booadary  of  thit  kii^ 
ment.    So  far  was  Mr.  Pitt  from  rejeetio^a^ 
lefed  by  the  American  PlenipotcatiarieLAe prop- 
osition of  considering  lediaa  natioasasskiiTiir, 
that,  at  one  period  of  the  negoiiatlos,  kt  esa- 

£ined  that  thera  was  no  provisioB  fsr  isek  t 
rier;  and  he  thas  energetically  nrga  kb  ob- 
jection ia  his  letter  to  Bir.  Stanley.  iheBn&di 
Plenipoteattary  at  Parisy  dated  on  die  S6ih  tf 
June,  1761.    **  As  to  the  fizacioa  of  aew  iimitt  a 
Canada  towards  the  Ohio,  it  is  cmpuous  sad  iar 
sidious,  thrown  out  in  hope,  if  agmed  to,  to  skortn 
thereby  the  extent  of  Canada^  ma^tokagthea  the 
boundaries  of  Louisiana,  aad  tn  i&e  view  lo  estab- 
lish, what  must  be  not  adminn^  aaawly,  that  lU 
which  is  not  Canada  ia  Lsuisiana,  wherry  all 
the  intermediate  nations  sad  eouatries,  the  true 
barrier  to  each  province  would  be  given  up  a> 
France." 

The  undersigned  confideatly  expect  that  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  will  not  agua  re- 
proach the  British  Government  with  aciiag  is- 
consistently  with  its  former  practice  and  priacj- 
pies,  or  rapcat  the  assertion  made  ia  a  f«a«i 
aote,  that  a  definition  of  Indian  boundary,  with 
a  view  to  a  neutral  barrier,  was  a  new  asd  n- 
preoedeated  demand  by  any  fiuropeaa  Poser, 
and,  most  of  all,  by  Great  Britain.  Tbc  fcrT 
instance  selected  by  the  AmericaA  Plaupaie&* 
tiaries  ondeniably^  proves,  thatsacha  prapaatiot 
had  been  entertained  both  by  Qreat  Brtais  td 
Fraace,  aad  that  Mr.  Pitt,  on  tlie  part  of  GnU 
Britain,  had  mora  particularly  enforced  it. 

It  remains  only  to  notice  two  objeetioas^v^ 
the  American  Plenipotentiaries  hare  urged ifsai 
the  proposal  of  Indian  pacification,  advm«^  ^ 
the  undersigned;  first,  that  it  ia  notreci^"^> 
secondly,* that,  as  the  United   States  codt  ^^* 
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I  aeeuriiy  that  the  Indtoa  nttiont  would  cod- 
ide  a  peae«  on  the  teniu  piopofed,  the  objeetioa 
>aJd  be,  in  effect,  oailateral. 
The  article  now  proposed  by  the  undersigned, 
d  herewith  encioeed,  is  free  from  both  objec* 
OS,  and  appears  to  them  so  eharacterized  by  a 
rit  of  moderation  and  peace,  that  thejr  earnestly 
tteipate  the  coneorreaeeof  the  American  Pleo- 
itentiaries. 

la  making  a  last  effort  in  this  stage  of  the  war, 
e  undersigeed  are  not  apprehensive  that  the 
stives  which  have  infloenced  Hia  Royal  High- 
S8  the  Prince  Regent  to  direct  a  renewal  of  the 
oposition,  with  its  present  modifications,  can 
!  misuaderstood  or  misrepresented. 
Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  proposition 
us  offered,  the  undersigned  deliver  it  as  their 
timatum,  and  now  await  with  anxiety  the  an- 
rer  of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  on  which 
eir  continuance  in  this  place  will  depenci. 
The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  op- 
>rlanity  of  renewing  to  the  American  Plenipo- 
Dtiaries  the  assurance  of  their  high  constdera- 

on. 

GAMBIER, 

HENRY  QOULBURN, 

WILLIAM  ADAMS. 

The  United  Sutes  of  America  engage  to  put 
I  end,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the 
esent  treaty,  to  hostilities  with  all  the  tribes  or 
itioos  of  Indians  with  whom  they  may  be  at 
ar  at  the  time  of  such  ratification,  and  forthwith 
restore  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  respectively, 
1  the  possessions,  rights,  and  privileges,  which 
ey  may  have  enjoyed,  or  been  entitled  to^  in 
)11,  previous  to  such  hostilities. 
jRrovidedf  ahoaifaj  That  such  tribes  or  nations 
lali  agree  to  desist  from  all  hostilities  against 
le  United  States  of  America,  their  citizens  and 
ibjects,  upon  the  ratification  of  the  present  treatv 
iing  notified  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  and  shall 
)  desist  accordingly. 

And  His  Briunnie  Majesty  engages,  on  his 
irt,  to  put  an  end,  immedistely  after  the  ratifi- 
ition  or  the  present  treaty,  to  hostilities  with  all 
le  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians  with  whom  he 
lay  be  at  war  at  the  time  of  such  ratification, 
id  forthwith  to  restore  to  such  tribes  or  nations 
fspectively,  all  the  possessions,  rights,  and  priv- 
eges,  which  they  may  have  enjoyed,  or  been 
ititled  to,  in  1811,  previous  to  such  hostilities. 
Prcvided^  oLwaya^  That  such  tribes  or  nations 
lall  agree  to  desist  from  all  hostilities  against 
[is  Britannic  Majesty  and  his  subjects,  upon  the 
itification  of  the  present  treaty  being  notified  to 
ich  tribes  or  nations,  and  shall  so  desist  accord- 
igly. 


From  the  American  io  the  British 

Ghbnt,  Odober  13^  1814. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  ackaow- 
KJge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  Plenipotentia- 
ies  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  dated  on  the  8th 
istant. 

Satisfied  of  the  impoesibility  of  persnadiog  the 


world  that  the  Government  of  the  United  Staiea 
was  liable  to  any  well  munded  imputation  of  • 
spirit  of  conquest,  ot  of  injustice  towards  other 
nations,  the  undersigned,  in  affording  esplaaatioas 
on  several  of  the  tonics  adverted  to  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  during  this  negotiation,  were 
actuated  by  the  sole  motive  of  removing  erroa»> 
otts  impressions. 

Still  influenced  by  the  same  motive,  they  will 
now  add,  that  at  the  time  when  the  Spanish  Mia* 
ister  was  remonstrating  at  Washington  against 
the  traasfer  of  Louisiana,  orders  were  given  by 
his  Grovernment  for  its  delivery  to  France ;  that 
it  was,  in  fact,  delivered  a  short  time  aAer  that 
remonstrance;  and  that,  if  the  treaty  by  which 
the  United  States  acquired  it  had  not  been  mtt- 
fied,  it  would  have  become  of  course  a  French 
colony.  The  undersigned  believe  that  the  evi* 
deuce  of  the  assent  of  Spain  to  that  transfer  hae 
been  promulgated.  They  neither  admit  the  al* 
leged  disability  of  the  Spanish  monarch,  nor  the 
inference  which  the  British  Plenipotentiariei 
would  seem  to  deduce  from  it ;  on  the  coatraryy 
the  assent  was  voluatarily  givea  in  the  year  18GN^ 
by  the  same  King,  whoabout  the  same  time, 
ceded  Trinidad  to  Great  witain,  and  prior  to  the 
time  when  he  was  again  engaged  in  a  war  with 
her.  The  cession  by  France  was  immediately 
communicated  to  Great  Britaia,  no  oircnmstaaee 
affecting  it,  and  then  within  the  knowledaeof  the 
United  States,  being  intentionally  coqeealed  frona 
her.  She  expressed  her  satisfaction  with  it,  wui 
if  in  any  possible  sute  of  the  case,  she  would  have 
had  a  right  to  question  the  traasaction,  it  does  not 
appear  to  the  undersigned  that  she  isnowauthoi^ 
i^ed  to  do  so. 

After  stating,  generally,  that  the  proclamatioQa 
of  Gknerals  Hull  aad  Smyth  were  neither  author- 
ized nor  approved  by  their  Grovernment,  the  «► 
dersi^ned  could  not  have  expected  that  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  would  suppose  that  their  stale* 
ment  did  not  embrace  the  only  part  of  the  ptoo- 
lamations  which  was  a  subject  of  consideration* 

The  undersigned  had.  indeed,  hoped  that,  by 
stating  in  their  note  of  the  9th  ultimo  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  from  the  eoik- 
mencement  of  the  war,  bad  been  disposed  to  make 
peace  without  obtaining  any  cession  of  territory, 
aad  by  referring  to  their  knowledge  of  that  dis- 
position, and  to  instructions  accordingly  givea 
from  July,  1818,  to  January,  1814,  they  would  e^ 
fectually  remove  the  impression  that  the  annex- 
ation of  Canada  to  the  United  States  was  the 
declared  object  of  their  (Government  Not  onlj 
have  the  undersigned  been  disappoiated  in  thia 
expectation,  but  the  onlv  inference  which  the 
British  Pleni|K>tentiaries  have  thought  proper  to 
draw  from  this  explicit  statement  has  been  that| 
either  the  American  Government|  by  not  giving 
instructions  subsequent  to  the  pacification  of  Ei»> 
rope,  or  the  undersigned,  by  not  acting  under  such 
instmetioas,  gave  no  proof  of  a  sincere  desire  to 
bring  the  present  negotiations  to  a  favorable  eoi^ 
elusion.  The  undersigned  did  not  allude,  in  re^ 
erence  to  the  alleged  intention  to  annex  Canada 
to  the  United  States,  toanyinstrnetions  givea  by 
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nheit  Qovtnmeni  sobseqaent  to  JaDuary  last, 
teeaase  asking  at  this  time  for  do  accession  of 
territory,  it  was  only  of  its  prerioos  disposition 
that  it  appeared  necessary  to  adduce  any  proof. 
<8o  erroneous  was  the  inference  drawn  bj  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  in  both  respects,  tnat  it 
was  in  virtue  of  the  instructions  of  June  last,  that 
the  undersigned  were  enaUed,  in  their  note  of  the 
24th  of  August,  to  state  that  the  causes  of  the  war 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  hav- 
ing disappeared  bv  the  maritime  pacification  of 
Europe,  they  had  been  authorized  to  agree  to  its 
termination  upon  a  inutual  restoration  of  territo- 
ry, and  without  making  the  conclusion  of  peace 
to  depend  on  a  successful  arrangement  of  those 
points  on  which  differences  had  existed. 

Considering  the  present  state  of  the  negotiation, 
the  undersigned  will  abstain,  at  this  time,  from 
adducing  anr  evidence  or  remarks  upon  the  in- 
fluence which  has  been  exerted  over  the  Indian 
tribes  inhabiting  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  nature  of  those  excitements  which 
have  been  employed  bv  British  traders  and  agents. 

The  arguments  ana  facts  already  brought  for- 
ward by  the  undersigned  respecting  the  political 
condition  of  those  tribes  render  it  unnecessary  for 
them  to  make  many  observations  on  those  of  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries  on  that  subjecL  The 
treaties  of  1763,  and  of  1783,  were  those  princi- 
pally alluded  to  by  the  undersigned  to  illustrate 
the  practice  of  Great  Britain.  She  did  not  ad- 
mit in  the  first^  nor  require  in  the  last^  any  stipu- 
lations respecting  the  Indians  who.  in  one  case, 
had  been  lier  enemies,  and  in  the  otner  her  allies, 
and  who,  in  both  instances,  fell  by  the  peace  with- 
in the  dominions  of  that  Power  against  whom 
thev  had  been  engaged  in  the  preceding  war. 

The  negotiation  of  1761,  was  quoted  for  the 

{rarpose  otproving  what  appears  to  be  fully  estab- 
ished  by  the  answer  of  England  to  the  ultimatum 
of  France,  delivered  on  the  1st  of  September  of 
that  year,  that  His  Britannic  Majesty  would  not 
renounce  his  right  of  protection  over  the  Indian 
nations  reputed  to  be  within  his  dominioiu,  that 
is  to  say,  between  the  British  settlements  and  the 
Mississippi.  Mr.  Pitt's  letter,  cited  b)r  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries,  far  from  contradicting  that  po- 
aition,  goes  still  further.  It  states  that  **  the  fixa- 
tion of  the  new  limits  to  Canada,  as  proposed  by 
France,  is  intended  to  shorten  the  extent  of  Can- 
ada, which  was  to  be  ceded  to  England,  and  to 
lengthen  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana,  which 
France  was  to  keep,  and  in  the  view  to  establish 
what  must  be  not  admitted,  namely,  that  all  which 
is  not  Canada  is  Louisiana,  whereby  all  the  in- 
termediate nations  and  countries,  the  true  barrier 
to  each  province,  would  be  eiven  up  to  France." 
This  is  precisely  the  principle  uniformly  support- 
ed by  the  undersigned,  to  wit,  that  the  recognition 
of  a  boundary  gives  up  to  the  nation  in  whose  be- 
half it  is  made,  all  the  Indian  tribes  and  countries 
.within  that  boundary.  It  was  on  this  principle 
that  the  undersigned  have  confidently  relied  on 
the  treaty  of  178^  which  fixes  and  recognises  the 
boundary  of  the  United  States  without  making 
.  any  reservation  respecting  Indian  tribes. 


But  the  British  Plenipotentimries,  mtabielo  pro- 
duce a  solitary  precedent  of  one  Raropoi  Pmkt 
treating  for  the  savages  inhabiting  within  ike io- 
minions  of  another^  nave  been  comj^ed,  n  sep- 
port  of  their  principle,  to  refer  to  the  Gmnio 
Kmpire,  a  bodjr  consisting  of  several  isdepeatfest 
States,  recognised  as  such  bjy  the  wkk  world, 
and  separately  maintaining,  writh  forei|ft?nren, 
the  relations  belonging  to  such  «  condiQe&.  Ctn 
it  be  necessary  to  prove  that   there  is  so  as  of 
analogy  between  the  political  aitaatioacfikx 
civilized  communities  and  that  of  the  wiskni 
tribes  of  North  American  sawa^res? 

In  referring  to  what  the  British  Pleaipote&io- 
ries  represent  as  alarming  aod  novel  pnxeasiim, 
which  Great  Britain  can  never  mnthorize,  tkeo- 
dersigned  might  complain  that  these  alleged  pR- 
tensions  have  not  been  stated,  either  in  tenun 
in  substance,  as  expressed  by  themselves.  TIb 
however,  is  the  less  material  as  any  further  m- 
ognition  of  them  by  Great  Britain  is  notneeesarr 
nor  required.  On  the  other  hand,  they  eas  Bern 
admit  nor  recognise  the  principles  or  pretetsicss 
asserted  in  the  course  of  this  correspoodesee  bf 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries^  and  which  to  thm 
appear  novel  and  alarming. 

The  article  proposed  by  the  British  PiesiDO- 
tentiaries  in  their  last  note,  not  iDclndiiif  tbe  u- 
dian  tribes  as  parties  in  the  peace,  and  leariag 
the  United  States  free  to  eflfeet  its  obicec  in  tk 
mode  consonant  with  the  relations  wkiti  thtj 
have  constantly  maintained  with  thsse  tribes; 
partaking,  also,  of  the  nature  of  an  amnesty,  sad 
being  at  the  same  time  reciprocal,  in  not  liibleto 
that  objection,  and  accords  with' the  vievitivr 
formly  professed  bv  the  undersigned  of  pUeiss 
those  tribes  precisely,  and  in  everv  respect  is  tine 
same  situation  as  that  in  which  they  stood  Men 
the  commencement  of  hostilities^    This  Mrtielt^ 
thus  proposing  only  what  the  nadeisigned  ha?e 
so  often  assured  the  British  P/enipotenttarjes 
would  necessarilv  follow,  H  indeed,  it  has  not  al- 
ready, as  is  highly  probable,  preceded^  a  peace\)e- 
tween  Gkeat  Briuin  and  the  United  Suus,  the 
undersigned  a^ree  to  admit  it  in  snbManee  as  a 
provisional  article,  subject,  in  the  manaer  origi- 
nally proposed  by  the  British  GovemmeDt^iothe 
approbation  or  rejection  of  the  Goverameni  of 
the  United  States,  which,  having  given  no  is- 
structions  to  the  undersigned  on  this  point,  csb- 
not  be  bound  by  any  article  they  may  adaitsa 
the  subject. 

It  will,  of  course^  be  understood  that  if,  noksp' 
pily,  peace  should  not  be  the  result  of  the  preset 
negotiation,  the  article  thus  conditionally  afiee^ 
to  shall  be  of  no  effect,  and  shall  not,  in  auf  fsaie 
negotiation,  be  brought  forward  by  either  panj 
by  way  of  argument  or  precedent. 

This  article  having  been  presented  asaais^ 
pensable  preliminary,  and  bein|^  nowaccefS^ 
the  undersigned  request  the  British  Plenipe^ 
tiaries  to  communicate  to  them  a  project ^'^ 
treaty  embracing  all  the  points  deemed  wfi^ 
by  Great  Britain ;  the  undersigned  engt^  ^ 
their  part^  to  deliver,  immediately  after,  iBie>^ 
project  with  respect  to  all  the  articles  tsi^^ 
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ej  may  not  airree,  and  oa  the  subjeeta  deemed 
iterial  by  tbe  United  States,  aad  which  may  be 
mitted  in  the  British  project; 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 
JAMES  A.  BAYARD, 
HENRY  CLAY, 
JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


From  the  British  to  the  American  Ministen 

Ghent,  October  21, 1814. 

The  ondersi^ed  haTe  had  the  honor  of  receir- 
I  the  note  of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  of 
el3ih  instant,  commanicatittg  their  acceptance 
the  article  which  the  undersigned  had  proposed 

the  subject  of  the  pacification  and  rights  of  the 
dian  nations. 

The  undersigned  are  happy  in  being  thus  re- 
red  from  the  necessity  or  recurring  to  sereral 
)ie8  which,  though  thev  arose  in  .the  course  of 
sir  discussions,  luiTeoniyan  incidental  connex- 
1  with  the  differences  remaining  to  be  adjusted 
:ween  the  two  countries. 
With  a  view  to  this  adjustment  theundersi^* 
preferring  in  the  present  state  of  the  negotia- 
Q  a  general  statement  to  the  formal  arrange* 
nt  of  articles,  are  willing  so  far  to  comply  with 
i  request  of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries 
itained  in  their  last  note,  as  to  waive  the  ad* 
itage  to  which  they  think  they  were  fairly  en- 
ed,  of  requiring  from  them  the  first  profd  of  a 
&ty. 

The  undersigned  having  stated,  at  the  first  con* 
ence,  the  points  upon  which  His  Majesty's 
tvernment  considered  the  discussions  between 
i  two  countries  as  likely  to  turn,  cannot  better 
iefy  the  request  of  the  American  Plenipoten* 
ries,  than  by  referring  them  to  that  conference 
m  statement  of  the  points  which,  in  the  opin- 
i  of  His  Majesty's  Government,  yet  remain  to 
adjusted. 

(Vith  respect  to  the  forcible  seizure  of  marl- 
's from  on  board  merchant  vessels  on  the  hi||h 
s.  and  the  rights  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
toe  allegiance  of  all  his  nativ^  subjects,  and 
th  respect  to  the  maritime  rights  of  the  British 
pire,  the  uadersifned  conceive  that,  after  the 
tensions  asserted  by  the  Government  of  the 
lited  States,  a  more  satisfactorv  proof  of  the 
iciliatory  spirit  of  His  Majesty^s  Government 
inot  be  given  than  by  not  requiring  any  stipu- 
ion  on  those  subjects,  which,  though  most  im- 
'tant  in  themselves,  no  longer,  in  consequence 
the  maritime  pacification  of  Europe,  produce 
!  same  practical  results. 
Do  the  subject  of  the  fisheries  the  undersigned 
;»ressed,  with  so  much  frankness,  at  the  eonfer- 
:e  already  referred  to^  the  views  of  their  Gov* 
iment,  that  they  consider  any  further  observa- 
Qs  on  that  topic  as  unnecessary  at  the  present 
le. 

3n  the  question  of  the  boundary  between  the 
ninions  of  His  Majesty  and  those  of  the  Unl- 

States,  the  undersigned  are  led  to  expect, 


from  the  discussion  which  this  snlriect  has  already 
undergone,  that  the  Northwestern  boundary,  from 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi,  (the 
intended  arranffement  of  1803,)  will  be  admitted 
without  objection. 

In  regaitl  to  other  boundaries,  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries,  in  their  note  of  August  2ith, 
appeared  in  some  measure  to  object  to  the  propo* 
siuotts  then  made  by  the  undersigned,  as  not  oe* 
ing  on  the  basis  of  tilt  pouidettM,  The  under- 
signed are  willing  to  treat  on  that  basis,  subject 
to  such  modifications  as  mutual  convenience  may 
be  found  to  require;  and  they  trust  that  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  will  show,  by  their 
ready  acceptance  of  this  basis,  that  thev  duly  ap* 
preciate  the  moderation  of  His  Majesty's  Govern* 
ment,  in  so  far  consulung  the  honor  and  fair  pre- 
tensions of  the  United  States  as,  in  the  relative 
situation  of  the  two  countries,  to  authorize  such 
a  proposition. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  op- 
portunity to  renew  to  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries the  assurance  of  their  high  consideration. 

GAMBIER, 

HENRY  GOULBURN, 

WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


From  the  American  to  the 


Mhiisten. 


Ghbnt,  October  24, 1814. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  of  the  British  Pleni- 
potentiaries, of  the  21st  instant. 

Amongst  the  general  observations  which  the 
undersigned,  in  their  note  of  tbe  24th  August, 
made  on  the  propositions  then  brought  forward 
on  the  part  or  the  British  Government,  they  re- 
marked, that  those  propositions  were  founded 
neither  on  the  basis  of  %Ui  pomideti$  nor  on  that 
of  $tatu9  a$Ue  beUum,  But  so  far  were  they  from 
suggesting  the  uti  po9t%detu^s  the  basis  on  which 
they  were  disposed  to  treat,  that,  in  the  same 
note,  they  expressly  stated  that  they  had  been  in- 
structed to  conclude  a  peace  on  the  principle  of 
4K>th  parties  restoring  whatever  territorv  they 
might  have  taken.  The  undersigned  also  de- 
clared in  that  note,  that  they  had  no  authority  to 
cede  any  part  of'  the  territory  of  tbe  United 
States;  and  that  no  stipulation  to  that  effect  would 
they  subscribe.  And  in  the  note  of  the  9th  Sep- 
tember, after  having  shown  tbat  the  basis  of  uti 
po$tideti9,  such  as  it  was  known  to  exist  at  the 
commencement  of  the  negotiation,  gave  no  claim 
to  His  Britannic  Majesty  to  cessions  of  territory 
founded  upon  tbe  right  of  conquest,  they  added 
thaLeven  if  the  chances  of  war  should  give  to 
the  British  arms  a  momentary  possession  of  other 
parts  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  such 
events  would  not  alter  their  views  with  regard  to 
the  terms  of  peace,  to  which  they  would  give  their 
consent. 

The  undersigned  can  now  only  repeat  those 
declarations,  and  decline  treating  upon  the  basis 
o(tUi  possidetis,  or  upon  any  other  principle  in- 
volving a  cession  of  any  part  of  the  territory  of 
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th*  Uatctd  BtaUt.  At  tbey  hare  tmilMRBlf 
ftatcd,  Umx  ctn  treHl  oslf  opon  the  prioetple  oi 
a  mntoal  retioncioo  of  wfaateter  territory  any 
]MiTe  been  ukea  by  either  party.  From  thiii  prio- 
eiple  they  eaanot  recede ;  aod  the  aoderfiitaed, 
after  the  repeated  declarations  of  the  British  Plen- 
ipotentiaries, that  Great  Britain  had  no  view  to 
acqnisition  of  territory  in  this  negotiation,  deem 
it  necessary  to  add,  that  the  vtility  of  its  continu- 
ance depends  on  their  adherence  to  this  nrineiple. 
The  undersigned  ha  ring*  declared  ia  tneir  note 
of  the  84ch  of  August,  that,  althouffh  instraeted 
and  prepared  to  enter  into  an  amicable  diecnssion 
ef  all  the  points  on  which  dilbrenees  or  uncer* 
Uinty  had  existed,  and  which  might  hereafter 
tend  to  interrupt  the  harmony  of  the  two  countries, 
they  would  not  make  the  conclusion  of  the  peace 
at  all  depend  upon  a  successful  result  of  the  dis- 
cussion ;  and  harina  siace  agreed  to  the  prelim- 
inary article  proposed  by  the  British  GoTenMsent, 
had  believed  that  the  negotiations,  already  so 
long  protracted,  conid  not  be  brought  to  an  early 
conclusion,  otherwise  than  by  a  communication 
of  a  project,  embracing  all  the  other  specific  prop- 
ositions which  Great  Briuin  intended  to  offer. 
They  repeat  their  re(|uest  in  that  respect,  and 
will  nave  no  objection  to  a  simultaneous  exchange 
of  the  project  of  both  parties.  This  course  will 
bring  fairly  into  disoumion  the  other  topics  em- 
braced in  the  last  note  of  the  British  Plenipoten- 
tiaries, to  which  the  undersigned  have  thought  it 
unnecessary  to  advert  at  the  present  time. 

The  undersigned  renew  to  the  British  Pleni- 
potentiaries the  assurance  of  their  high  consider- 
ation. JOHN  aUINGY  ADAMS, 

JAMES  A.  BAYARD, 

HENRY  CLAY, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 

A.  GALLATIN. 

To  the  PLENIPOTEIfTIABIBS 

of  Hit  Briiannie  MttfeBtf,  f  c. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  lo  the  Secretary  of 

Stete. 

Gbbnt,  October  31, 1814. 

Sir  :  The  detention  of  the  Chauncey  at  Ostend 
enables  us  to  send  you  the  enclosed  note  from  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries,  which  we  have  just 
received. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect, 
your  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

J.  A.  BAYARD, 

H.  CLAY, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  J.  MoNROB^  Sec'^ry  of  State. 

From  the  British  to  the  Americam  Miaisten. 

Ghbnt,  October  31, 1814. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  them 
by  the  American  Ptenipotentiaries  on  the  Mxh 
instant,  in  which  they  object  to  the  basis  of  nit* 


pamkktw,  pwposad  by  tkm  wiidariigafd  as  tb 
on  which  tlwy  were  willing  t*  ttvmt,  ia  n|srtf  is 
part  of  the  boundaries  between  thm  dostiBfOM  g| 
His  Maiesty  aad  thow  of  the  United  SateiL 

The  Amerieaa  PlenipoleotiMrieS;  inktraote 
of  the  13th  instant^  requested  tke  tisfaagiied  to 
communicate  to  them  the  jnrmet  of  t  msif  em* 
bracing  all  the  points^  iasi^ea  on  by  Gm  Brit' 
ain,  engaging,  on  their  part,  to  ddiva  iaadi- 
ately  after  a  anUrt-fTCjet^  as  to  mil  the  utxks  to 
which  they  might  not  agree,  nnd  as  to  £  tke 
suUects  deemed  material  by  the  United  Sois, 
and  omitted  in  the  vrojet  of  the  andersigiiei 

The  undersigned  were  aneordingly  iaanefei 
to  waive  the  questioa  of  etiqaccfe,  aad  tkcii> 
vantage  which  might  rcMiU  from  rceeiviniit 
first  comrauaicatioo,  and,  cenfidingr  in  the  cDgaf^ 
ment  of  the  American  Plenipotentianes,  cm- 
municated  in  their  note  of  the  21st  iasiaBt,i]lih 
potats  upon  which  they  were  inauncled  is  iseti 

The  American  PienfpotentinrieB  haveobjcdc4 
to  one  essential  part  of  the  prqfei  thus  coomsst' 
catad ;  but  before  the  inidersig^ed  can  eittf  ion 
the  discussion  of  thie  oifajeeMn,  they  must  regaiit 
from  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  thsi,  pn- 
suant  to  their  eagaf^eot,  they  wiM  Minr  a 
oMttre-prefeC,  eoatainiag  all  their  objeetisBitodie 
polnte  submitted  by  the  undersigned,  isgcte 
with  a  statement  of  sueh  fuccher  ps^n  ts  tte 
Government  of  the  Untcd  States  ooaadertoh 
material. 

The  nodersigued  are  anthorixed  tDjUttedw- 
tinctly  that  the  article  as  to  the  padiaiict  sid 
right  of  the  Indian  natioas  having  beeaaceeftsd, 
they  have  brought  forward  in  their  adeeC  \he 
81st  instant  ail  the  propoeitions  which  tfaef  kite 
to  offer.  TheT  have  no  further  demands  to  Bskt 
no  other  stipulations  on  which  theyaieiistroctd 
to  insbt,  and  they  are  empowered  longa  a  Trrstf 
of  Pence  forthwith,  ia  eoaforaiify  with  those 
stated  ia  their  former  note. 

The  undersigned  trust,  theieftre,  that  the  Amei- 
can  Plenipotentiaries  will  no  longer  hesitnte  to 
bring  forward,  in  the  form  of  artieks,  or  oihet- 
wise,  as  they  may  prefer,  theie  spedfic  propost* 
tions  upon  whieh  they  are  empowered  to  s^  a 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  two  countitH. 

opportunity  to  renew  to  the  Plenifoteatiiiicsflf 
the  United  States  the  assurmsce  of  their  h^ 
consideration.  GAMBIBIL 

HENRY  GOULBUBN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


GREAT  BRITAIN— PRffiONSBS  OF  ^& 

[Communieetad  to  Congiess»  Oelober  S8,  iSli] 
To  the  Bnue  of  AnretenMtBet 

itftke  IMUodakUm.' 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  RepreseattB^* 
report  from  the  Department  of  State,  cosfifH 
with  their  resolution  of  the  15th  instant. 

MMES  MAD0»' 
OoTonaa  98^  1814* 
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DiFAATSBHT  or  BtATm^  Oit  27, 1614. 
The  aetiDg  Secretary  of  Sttte,  to  whom  w«t 
eferred  the  resolation  of  the  Hoase  of  Represen- 
itires  of  the  15th  instant,  hts  the  honor  of  sob- 
littiDff  to  the  President  the  aceompanying  papers 
larked  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  as  containing  the  in- 
>riiiation  which  is  presumed  to  be  calied  for  by 
le  said  resolution. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
'PtLKBiDtiwrtqfthe  UnxUd8UUe$. 


No.  1. 


Ixtraet  of  a  Istter  from  Beaben  O.  Beas^y,  Esq.,  to 
the  Commisstiy  General  of  Piisooers. 

LoNDOH,  Marek  18, 1814. 

Having  had  sereral  conversations  on  the  sob^ 
eot  of  reuliation,  previous  to  the  receipt  of  yoor 
etters  of  the  6th  and  9th  of  Janaarjr,  1  took  the 
mrliest  occasion  to  coromonicate  the  inforsiation 
hey  contained.  On  the  9th  oltino.  I  addressed 
;  letter  to  the  Transport  Board  on  the  subject,  a 
opy  of  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  eneloee. 
lltnough  I  have  received  no  reply  to  this  letter, 

have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
«en  assured  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  and 
lave  found  the  fact  coafirined  by  my  own  obser- 
ration,  that  the  treatment  of  the  individuals  sent 
o  this  country  for  trial  has  in  no  respect  been 
lifferent  from  that  of  the  other  prisoners  ef  war. 

[Enclosed  in  the  preceding.] 

KB'.  Betmkfioihe  iSseretopye/lAe  T^mmfcrt  Board. 

Hablby  Stbbbt,  Feb,  19, 1814. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  wish  which  you 
rerlMilly  expressed  tome  yesterday,  I  now  present 
o  the  iSoard,  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  been 
:ommunicated  to  me  by  the  Commissary  General 
)f  Prisoners  of  the  United  States,  a  statement  of 
he  various  measures  of  retaliation  which  have 
>een  forced  on  the  American  Gk)vernment  by  the 
iQwarrantable  acts  of  British  officers.  I  the  more 
eadily  comply  with  this  wish,  because^  it  will 
ead  to  a  proper  understanding  on  the  subject,  and 
.  persuade  mvself  it  will  be  followed  by  measures 
m  the  part  ol  the  British  Government  which  will 
lot  only  relieve  the  suflering  individuals  but  put 
in  end  to  the  proceedings,  the  very  idea  of  which 
s  so  painful  to  every  generous  ana  humane  feei- 
ng.   I  b^in  in  the  order  in  which  they  occurred. 

{Here  follows  the  statement  extracted  from 
General  Mason's  letter  of  the  6th  January}  1814.* 

To  the  foregoing  I  have  to  add,  that  infor- 
natioB  has  been  received  by  the  Commissary 
3eneral  that  the  British  commanding  officer  at 
3alifax  had  confined  there  sixty-four  American 
ifficers,  with  intention  to  make  the  number  ninety- 
wo,  in  retaliation  for  the  forty-six  British  officers 
lonnned  by  the  American  Government.    As  soon 

*  This  statement  cenlained  the  snhetance  of  the  cases 
a  be  ibimd  in  the  leport  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
la  14th  April,  1814,  printed  bj  order  of  the  Senate. 


as  this  should  be  offi^ally  communicated  to  the 
Gtovernment,  a  correspondent  and  eifeetual  mea- 
sure would  be  adopted  in  the  United  States. 

In  this  statement,  and  the  documenu  which 
accompany  it,  will  be  found  the  disposition  and 
sentiments  of  the  American  Government.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  system  was  not  begun  by  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Prompt  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty 
they  owe  to  their  citizens,  they  have  constantly 
lamented  the  necessity  of  the  measures  imposed 
on  them,  and  have  on  cFcry  occasion  shown,  as 
you  will  see  exemplified  in  the  first,  secood,  third, 
and  fourth  acts,  above  recited,  that  the  moment 
the  necessity  of  detention  ceased  to  exist,  the  per- 
sons confined  have  been  released. 

The  Brititth  agent  in  the  United  States,  who 
has  been  regularly  informed  of  every  circumstance 
relative  to  this  unpleasant  subject,  will  no  doubt 
have  done  the  American  Government  the  justice 
to  say,  that  the  sufferings  of  the  individuals  con- 
cerned have  at  all  times  been  as  little  as  the  na* 
ture  of  the  case  would  admit. 

It  has  been  thought  extraordinary  that,  contrary 
to  the  stipulations  of  the  cartel,  American  prison- 
ers have  been  sent  to  this  country  from  Canada. 
This  measure  was  strongly  remonstrated  against 
to  Colonel  Barclay  sometime  agoj  but  so  far  from 
having  produced  the  desired  eflect,  it  has  been 
continued  under  circumstances  of  the  greatest 
hardship  and  suffering.  About  four  hundred  of 
these  persons,  many  of  whom  had  never  before 
been  at  sea,  were  hurried  on  board  ship,  without 
the  least  previous  notice  to  provide  tbemselvee 
with  necessaries,  and  in  that  situation  exposed  to 
a  boisterous  Winter  passage.  The  Government 
of  the  United  States  has  sought  in  vain  for  a  legi- 
timate motive  for  this  conduct,  which  will  necea* 
sarily  lead  to  a  corresponding  measure  of  severityi 
if  not  satisfactorily  explained. 

I  am  instructed  to  make  inquiry  relative  to  the 
situation  of  all  the  prisoners  who  have  from  time 
to  time  been  sent  to  this  country ;  and  to  give  in- 
formation of  places  of  confinement  and  treatment 
of  those  who  were  sent  here  for  trial. 

I  have  to  remark,  that,  while  the  British  pris- 
oners in  the  United  States  have  been  treated  in 
exact  conformity  to  the  stipulations  contained  in 
the  cartel,  no  change  whatever  has  been  made  in 
the  treatment  of  American  prisoners  in  close  con- 
finement, nor  has  any  satisfactory  reason  been 
?[iven  why  they  have  not  been  placed  on  the  same 
noting. 

The  situation  of  the  British  officers  who  are 
held  in  the  United  States  as  hostages  to  answer 
la  their  persons  for  the  safety  and  proper  treat- 
meat  ef  the  Aaoeriean  prisoners,  will  be  found 
daocribed  in  the  extiaci  of  a  letter  herewith  trana- 
mitied,  4aiad  13th  December,  1813,  and  it  will 
cmtiaue  the  same  while  it  w  aaderstood  that 
Amerieaii  offioeea,  in  the  hands  of  the  British 
OafWttwaikC,  laaet  with  stmilar  ttestment 

I  am,  sir,  awei  respectfttUy,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

R.  G.  BfiASLBT. 

Albzaitdbb  MoLbat,  Esq.,  dbc. 


1867 


APPENDIX 


m 


Chrtat  BrUaiti    Frimmen  9f  PFor. 


No.  2. 

ExtracCf  of  a  letter  of  instraetioiie  from  the  Beeretary 
of  State  to  Colonel  Tobias  Lear. 

Washington,  June  27, 1814. 

Oo  the  subject  of  ho9tages,  if  any  are  retained 
on  either  side,  it  cannot  be  admitted  that  a  nam- 
ber  of  prisoners  shall  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  in  that  state,  or  in  any  other,  different  from 
the  ordinary  state  of  prisoners  of  war.  mater  than 
shall  be  held  by  as  to  answer  for  their  proper 
treatment  and  safety. 

You  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  cause  which 
induced  the  Gk>7ernment  to  designate  certain  per- 
sons prisoners  of  war,  in  our  possession,  to  abide 
the  fate  of  such  American  prisoners  of  war  as  the 
enemy  had  thought  proper  to  separate  from  their 
comrades,  and  to  transport,  under  serere  and  igno- 
minious confinement,  to  England^  for  trial  as  trait- 
ors.   While  this  treatment  continued,  and  while 
there  was  a  probability  of  the  threatened  trial 
and  punishment,  this  (government  could  not,  and 
would  not,  have  relaxed  in  the  measures  it  bad 
adopted.    Information,  however,  havinjgf  been  re- 
cently received  from  Mr.Beasley,  American  agent 
for  prisoners  at  London,  dated  on  the  18th  of 
March  last,  by  which  it  is  known  that  he  had  re- 
ceived assurances,  and  that  he  was  satisfied  of 
the  fact,  that  the  treatment  of  the  individuals  sent 
to  that  country,  avowedly  for  trial,  has  been  in 
no  respect  different  from  that  of  other  prisoners 
of  war.  the  President  has  been  induced  to  hope, 
from  tnis  circumstance,  as  well  as  from  the  length 
of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  these  persons  have 
been  in  England,  without  having  been  brought  to 
trial,  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  British 
Government  to  take  a  step  which  would  inevita- 
bly involve  consequences  shocking  to  humanity ; 
and  sincerely  desirous  of  lessening,  as  much  as 
possible,  the  sufferings  of  individuals  on  both  sides, 
be  has  determined  that,  reserving  to  the  Qovern- 
ment  the  full  right  of  replacing  the  bostaj^es,  who 
may  have  been  designated  here,  and  retaining  the 
power  to  do  so,  such  of  the  prisoners  taken  from 
the  command  of  Sir  George  Prevost,  as  have  been 
so  designated,  may  be  now  exchanged.    Ton  are 
accordingly  authorized  to  stipulate  that  the  pro- 
posed  remse  and  exchange  shall  be  without  dis- 
tinction of  hostages,  taking  care  that  it  shall  be 
reciprocal,  and  that  a  special  reservation  be  made 
of  the  right,  which  may  be  common,  to  replace 
them,  whenever  it  is  deemed  proper  to  do  so. 

No.  a 

Extracts  of  sach  pats  of  a  convention  for  the  exehange 
of  prisonen  of  war,  proposed  on  the  Iftth  of  April, 
1814,  and  of  the  instrament  by  which  it  was  modi- 
fied, and  finally  agreed  upon,  on  the  16th  of  Jnly 
following,  between  agents  duly  authoriMd  by  tlw 
Secretaiy  of  State  of  the  United  States,  on  the  one 
part,  snd  8ir  George  Prevost,  GommandeMn-Chief 
of  the  British  finoes  in  the  Canadas,  on  the  other,  as 
relates  to  those  who  had  been,  on  either  side,  con- 
fined under  the  system  of  retaliation. 

Bxtrads  of  iht  Convmiion  of  the  I6th  of  April 

Artiolb  1.  It  is  mntaally  stipulated  and  agreed, 
that  all  the  persons  belonging  to  the  army,  navy, 


or  militia,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Bo:- 
aia  and  Ireland,  or  the  provinces  or  depeadeaewi 
thereof,  under  the  eommand,  aathority,  aatf  jwis- 
diction  of  hb  excellency  Sir  CSeoc^  Pierost,  or 
any  sabjectaor  residenu  thereof,  wntftis  lie  jante 
command,  aathority,  and  jorisdicua,  wko  mtf 
have  been  captives  during  tbe  prescat  Wf  onder 
and  by  tbe  command  and  nathoritv  tf  ike  Gor* 
emment  of  the  United  States,  and  nJsoi&fenoos 
belongiiig  to  the  navy,  army,  or  mihtxt  a  tke 
United  States,  or  any  of  tbem,  or  the  tmiarief 
thereof,  or  citizens  or  residenu  of  the  ant  or 
any  of  them,  who  may  iiave  bean  nude  afon 
daring  the  present  war,  by  and  aader  the  oai- 
mand  and  aothoritjr  of  Sir  George  Prevost,  a£oR> 
said ;  and  which  said  persoas,  so  reqwciirciy  o^ 
tared,  are  now  held  in  eonlineiDeac  by  the  aa 
respective  parties  either  as  priaoaen  of  wat,b» 
tages,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  motonlij  and  n^etf- 
ively  forthwitJi  reieaaed  from  conaaemeat,  td 
sent,  or  permitted  to  proceed,  to  the  United  Sales 
or  Canada,  respectively,  la  the  maaner  heraBl^ 
ter  pointed  oat,  witb  as  little  delay  as  nay  k 
saving  and  excepting  always  tlie  first  thrce-ud- 
twenty  men  first  pat  into  coafineneat  oa  pnsch 

Sles  of  retaliation,  as  hostages^  by  the  (Jaited 
Itates,  and  the  omeers  and  non-comniswaed 
oflkers  pat  into  confinement  by  bis  excclleacf 
Sir  Qeorge  Prevost,  in  retaliatioa  for  tae  coa- 
finement  of  the  said  twenty*three  mea.  prime 
soldiers. 

AaT.  9.  It  is  farther  matiMlly  agreed  i^t  «£ 
the  persons  thus  released,  and  sent  or  peroutted 
to  rettirn  to  their  respectiTe  eonatrie^  who  sre 
now  in  Lower  Caaada,  or  oa  tbe  castcna4eof 
the  Alleghanjr  mountains  in  tbe  United  Staiei 
and  also  all  prisoners  of  war  who  are  nov  on  po- 
role,  or  otherwise  in  their  respective  eonotrie^  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  exchanged, 
and  that  they,  and  every  of  them,  Aom  sad  after 
the  15th  of  May  next,  shall  be  perfeedy  and  en* 
tirely  free  to  enter  and  enpg9  in  the  military,  i 
naval,  or  other  service  of  their  lepective  conDtriei, 
as  if  they  never  had  been  prisoners  of  war  and 
hostages;  and,  in  like  manner, all  tbe  said  persoas 
who  are  on  the  western  side  of  tbe  AQegbsjiy  I 
moantains,  in  the  United  States,  and  those  who 
are  in  or  near  Halifax  or  in  Nova  Scotia,  and 
who  were  captured  by  and  under  the  eommsBd 
of  Sir  George  Prevost,  shall  be,  and  are  herebf, 
declared  exchanged,  and  at  liberty  to  enter  istp 
the  naval,  military,  or  other  service  of  their  le- 
spective  countries,  as  if  they  had  never  been  made 
prisoners  of  war  and  hostages. 

Art.  12.  It  is  further  mutaaily  agreed  and  ei* 
pressly  understood,  that  notbin^  herein  coimiMd 
IS  intended  or  shall  in  any  maaner  prerefit  or 
hinder  either  party  from  resorting  to  rettliitioB. 
or  replacing  said  hostages,  whenever  either  oi/ 
deem  it  proper,  for  the  past  or  any  future  act  ar 
conduct  of  the  opposite  party* 

Extracta  of  the  instrument  of  modificatioa  and  i^' 
tian  of  the  16tb  of  Jaiy. 

Preamble. — The  following  modifieaa<i>  ^^ 
the  said  Convention  of  the  15th  of  April  IsK^^e 
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ten  agreed  to;  io  eoaiicqoeoc«  of  which  th«  aucie 
hereby  ratified  and  confirmed,  on  the  part  of 
e  United  States,  in  Yirtoe  of  the  full  powers 
▼en  to  the  aforesaid  Tobias  Lear,  the  same  hav- 
g  been  before  ratified  by  his  exeellettcy  Sir 
eorge  Prevost,  d«. 

Articlb  1.  The  twenty-three  British  soldiers 
It  into  confinement  as  hostages  by  the  United 
Jites,  and  the  forty«six  American  commissioned 
id  non-commissioned  officers  pot  in  confinement 
'  his  excellency  Sir  Qeorge  Prerost,  in  retalia- 
>n  for  the  confinement  of  the  said  twenty-three 
Idiers,  as  mentioned  in  the  1st  article  of  the 
oresaid  Convention,  are  to  be  immediately  re- 
ased  and  exchanged,  in  the  same  manner  as 
her  prisoners  of  war  mentioned  in  said  article. 
Art.  8.  All  accounts  of  exchange,  relative  to 
tsoners  of  war,  officers  and  non-commissioned 
Beers,  and  privates,  of  the  army,  navy,  and  mi- 
;ia,  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  and  of 
le  United  States  of  America^  and  of  all  other 
srsons,  sublets  or  residents  of  the  one,  or  citi- 
tns  or  residents  of  the  other^  captured  by  the 
•rces  under  the  command  of  Sir  George  Prevost, 
*  from  his  command  or  aothority,  during  the 
^eaent  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
d  States,  prior  to  the  15th  of  April  laat,  and  for 
ie  release  and  exchange  of  whom  it  is  stipulated 
r  the  9th  article  of  the  aforesaid  Convention  of 
le  15th  of  April  aforesaid,  and  the  twenty-three 
id  forty-six  hostages,  before  mentioned,  are  by 
lis  present  modification  definitely  liquidated  and 
ttled,  without  either  party  having  any  preten- 
on  or  right  to  any  claim  therein  hereafter. 


No.  4. 


xtract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  UommiMaiy  General  ef  Frisoners,  dated 

Bladensburo,  J^ffie  14, 1814. 

Should  there  be  any  British  prisoners  of  war 
imaining  in  these  States  from  New  York  east- 
rard,  permit  me  to  recommend  their  being  re- 
!ased,  and  sent  in  the  Matilda  (cartel)  lately  ar- 
ived  at  Salem,  with  American  prisoners.  In  the 
umber  I  hope  you  will  include  all  those  now 
eld  as  hostages,  and  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  I 
ave  recommended  to  the  Admiral  and  Gkneral 
le  release  of  all  Americans  held  on  similar  prin- 
iples,  to  tbe  state  of  ordinary  prisoners;  and  that 
dr.  Mitchell  be  informed  he  is  at  liberty  to  select 
hem  to  be  sent  to  these  States,  in  return  for  Brit- 
sh  prisoners  received. 


Sxtract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissaiy  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay^  dated 

June  21, 1812. 

On  the  subject  of  hostages,  I  will  cheerfullv 
lirect  to  be  released  and  sent  to  Halifax  anv  such 
IS  we  now  hold  on  tbe  maritime  frontier  of  Mas- 
tacbosetts,  if  you  will  engage  that  the  persons  at 
flalifaz,  on  whose  account  they  were  confined, 
[ball  be  immediately  released  and  returned  to  the 
Jnited  States.    1  believe  there  are  but  sixteen  of 


that  description,  whose  names  are  enclosed.  The 
few  then  remaining,  with  the  desire  to  meet  the 
relaxation  proposed  by  you,  I  will  direct  to  be 
confined,  with  other  non-paroled  prisoners,  on 
board  the  prison-ship  at  Saiem. 


Cdenel  Thomse  Barclay  to  Oenersl  Meson. 

Bladbnsburg,  June  21, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  had  hoped,  in  consequence  of  my  hav- 
ing acc^uainted  you  I  had  recommended  the  naval 
and  military  commanders  at  Halifax  to  release 
to  the  state  of  ordinary  prisoners  all  tbe  Ameri* 
cans  then  held  on  retaliatory  principles,  that  this 
Government  would  have  been  induced  to  adopt 
a  similar  conciliatory  measure^  and  thereby  re- 
lieve the  unfortunate  men  wbo  have  been  so  un- 
pleasantlv  situated.  You  will,  by  a  reperusal  of 
my  late  letters  on  this  subject,  perceive  the  un- 
pleasant consequences  to  which  His  Majesty's 
Government  will  be  driven,  if  the  acts  above 
mentioned  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty  do  not 
meet  a  corresponding  conduct  on  the  part  of  this 
GbvemmenL 

Mr.  Prince,  the  Marshal  of  Massachusetts,  has 
informed  Mr.  Simpeon,  that  you  hafc  directed 
him  to  retain  eighteen  British  prisoners  as  host- 
ages for  a  like  number  of  men,  part  of  the  one 
hundred  and  one  American  prisoners  sent  last 
Autumn  to  England. 

On  the  14th  instant  1  requested  you  to  inform 
me  whether  you  would  consent  that  all  the  Brit- 
ish prisoners  who  might  remain  in  the  Eastern 
States  after  the  departure  of  the  Perseverance 
cartel  to  Halifax,  snould  be  sent  in  the  Matilda 
cartel  for  Halifax,  for  whom  I  would  order  an 
equivalent  to  be  returned.  A  measure  of  this 
nature  must  prove  equally  advantageous  to  both 
nations.  Permit  me  to  request  your  answer,  and 
if  it  is  the  determination  of  this  Gbvernment  to 
hold  any  British  auhjects  as  hostages,  that  you 
will  favor  me  with  a  list  of  their  names,  the  per- 
sons they  are  held  for,  and  the  places  of  connne- 
ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Mason,  dtc. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissar?  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 


Bladensbubu,  June  22, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  am  this  moment  honored  with  your  let- 
ter of  yesterdav. 

I  am  pleased  with  your  consenting  to  send  all 
tbe  British  prisoners  remaining  in  the  Eastern 
States  to  Halifax,  aod  that  the  hostages  are  to  be 
included.  I  have  repeatedly  informed  you,  that 
I  had  requested  every  American  prisoner,  held  as 
a  hostage  at  Halifax,  should  be  released  to  the 
sUte  of  ordinary  prisoners^  and  that  Mr.  Mitchell 
should  be  at  liberty  to  select  whom  he  pleased  in 
making  up  the  equivalent  to  be  sent  from  Hali- 
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fax.  I  will  be  tDswenible  thtt  the  above  is  ear* 
ried  into  effect,  and  that  ao  equiralent,  ooder 
Mr.  Mitchell's  dectioo,  is  immediately  sent  from 
Halifax  to  Salem,  in  retarn  for  the  meo  whom 
the  Matilda  carries  from  Salem. 


Extract  of  a  letter  fmm  the  Cemmiistiy  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

WABHiNeTOif,  June  32, 1814. 

I  have  received  yoar  letters  of  this  date,  and 
of  the  21st  instant.  I  shall,  in  consequence  of 
your  engagement  in  that  of  the  22d  instant,  and 
ID  compliance  with  the  terms  uf  mine  of  yester- 
day, by  the  mail  made  up  to-day,  instruct  Mr. 
Prince  to  collect  all  the  prisoners  he  can,  in  a  rea* 
aonable  time,  and  send  by  the  cartel  Matilda,  and 
aueh  hostages  as  have  been  designated  in  retalia- 
tion against  American  prisoners  confined  at  Hall- 
fiix. 

The  other  hostages  designated  for  American 
prisoners  sent  to  England  will  be  placed  in  the 
ordinary  state  of  non-paroled  prisoners,  and  those 
at  Fort  Sewall  removed  to  the  prison-ehip  at  Sa- 
lem for  that  purpose. 


Colonel  Thomas  Barday  to  Qeneral  Mason. 

BLADiiiaBOBo,  Augutit  9, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  had  hoped,  in  consequence  of  my  sev- 
eral letters  to  you  on  the  subject  of  retaliation 
and  the  release  of  all  the  American  prisoners 
held  as  hostages  in  His  fiiajesty's  dominions  un- 
der retaliatorjf  orders,  of  which  I  have  given  you 
notice,  that  this  Government  would  have  been 
induced  to  follow  the  example,  and  place  in  the 
ordinary  state  of  prisoners,  ready  for  release  and 
exchange,  the  fev  British  prisoners  named  at  the 
foot  of  this  letter,  who  are  still  held  in  confine- 
ment as  hostages. 

I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me, 
whether  it  is  the  intention  of  this  Government 
to  continue  these  trafortunate  men  in  prison  as 
hostages,  and  to  withhold  their  release  and  ex- 
change ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  add.  that,  if  this  is 
the  case,  double  the  number  of  American  prison- 
ers will  once  more  be  placed  in  a  similar  state 
of  confinement  in  retaliation  for  these  men. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

Qewnral  BAASoir,  dbc. 


XmI  rfprmners  r^fhrrtd  to  in  ikepreceding  Utter. 

In  Massachusetts— John  Price,  R.  Robertson, 
John  Anderson,  John  Egan,  James  Dawsoni 
Henry  Beddinsfield,  William  Kitts. 

In  Rhode  Island — William  Lincoln. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners,  to  Colonel  Barclay,  dated 

August  12, 1814. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant, 
I  shall  pass  over  the  terms  in  which  vou  have 


thought  proper  to  eonvey  part  of  that  kttv^via 
the  remark,  that  after  the  namaaer  ia  vkiei  ik 
subject  of  hostages  had  beeo  trcmted  ii  joorlA- 
ter  of  the  14th  of  June,  and  mine  of  tie  list  lad 
2ad  of  the  same  month,  eoastd«riBg  ikaArmi- 
tion  I  had  giren  you  in  my  letter  ofikdOi^of 
May,  of  the  relaxation  whteh  had  takapheeia 
the  condition  of  the  twenty -three  hotttpsiioer 
power  at  Gkeenbnsh,  aad  the  cause  of  n^aitbe 
communication  I  had  aaade  yoo  as  httstbt 
28th  ultimo,  of  the  Conveatioa  coadsMinii 
Sir  George  Prevost,  by  which  tbew  aadtflttr 
hostages  appertaining  to  the  elns  of  prean 
captured  by  or  from  his  coamiaad,  were  rcM 
and  finally  exchanged,  it  coaid  not  hare  becio 
pected,  when  you  thoogfat  prvper  to  ntkc  fntba 
inquiry  as  to  the  situation  of  those  penosi  je 
remaining  in  our  poesesslon,  who  had  been  k» 
ttges,  and  the  intention  of  the  GoveiBiDeit  w 
ward  them,  you  should  have  then  resorted  loih 
same  declaration  of  conaeqaenees,  coarefid  ii 
terms  amoontiag  to  a  thrent,  whidi  yoo  kid  tai 
informed  in  a  letter  I  ad^eased  to  yse  ob  iIk 
11th  of  Jane,  on  a  former  occasion,  wai  osifiii- 
ing,  and  ind  been  coasidored  cxeeptioatbifc 

In  my  loiter  of  the  SM  of  Jnaoi  1  iofemtd/M, 
that  those  who  had  been  hostages^  and  Mt  sett 
for  exehaaffe  by  the  cartel  then  ia  patibnld 
be  restored  to  the  ordinary  state  of  fomm. 
Why,  then,  unless  yon  were  well  umni^ 
this  had  not  been  done,  do  yon  aay  in  joefsefilK 
9th  instant,  you  had  hoped  that  the  Aacrica 
Government  would  have  been  induced  »faihv 
the  example  of  yoor  Govemmeat?  Tkehetii 
at  this  time,  there  is  no  British  prisooer  it  ^ 
country  in  any  other  sitnatioo.  Tbe  orda  ta 
that  effect  went  from  this  ofliee  on  tbe  22do[ 
June,  aa  to  the  priaooera  in  Masmeftaseta;  tii 
on  the  19th  of  July,  as  to  oae  WilHMi  Lraeo^o,  it 
Rhode  Island.  The  copy  of  my  /eccer  to  the 
Marshal  of  that  State,  now  seat,  wiH  expltio  the 
cause  of  his  confinement  beiaf  c&os  muck  lesgek- 
ened ;  namely,  his  attempt  to  escape. 

The  reasons  which  determiaed  this  Govere- 
ment  to  relax  in  the  mode  of  treatment  tovirdi 
hostages  are  detailed  in  that  letter,  and  were  f&e 
same  which  induced  it  co  accept  t  proposition, 
on  the  part  of  Sir  George  Prerost,  to  iBcladeul 
hostages  on  both  sides  in  the  general  exck&ofe 
of  prisoners  made  with  him,  with  tke  resernii* 
of  the  right  to  replace  rhem  with  others,  shovid 
it,  from  any  change  of  circnmstaneesi  be  deemed 
necessary.  These  reasons,  to  wit:  mforotuoa 
from  our  agent  in  London  that  the  AmerioB 
prisoners,  sent  to  Bngtand  for  trial,  were  sottia 
confined  or  treated  other  wine  than  ordiMrf  pfis' 
oners,  operattng  generally,  ao  aoon  as  tbef  u<^ 
been  acted  on  in  the  exchange  of  part  of  tbf  ^ 
tages  held  by  us  in  the  quarter  jast  meouoBa 
produced  instructions  from  this  office  to  pe^' 
the  same  footing  ^  the  persona  heretofore  d^f* 
noted  as  hostages  of  the  maritime  else,  f^^ 
hold  them  ready  for  exchange."  Tbey  «»*' 
cordingly  now  so  held.  ^^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir.  your  most^"^^ 
eervant. 
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JMaHontwiA  QmU  BriMn. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

'omnmoicatod  to  Um  8«iimto,  by  the  MeiMges  of  Fob* 
niary  16, 16,  «nd  SO,  1616.] 

I  the  Seiuat  of  the  Ihdted  ataiee  : 

I  hare  reeeiTed  from  the  American  Commis- 
issioners  a  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity  between 
is  BriUDDie  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
nerica,  signed  by  those  Commissioners  and  by 
s  Commissioners  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  at 
lent  on  the  24th  December,  1814.  The  ter- 
nation  of  hosliiitfies  depends  upon  the  time  of 
3  rattficafton  of  the  treaty  by  both  parties.  I 
«  no  time,  therefore,  in  submitting  the  treaty 
the  Senate  for  their  adfice  and  approbation. 
1  transmit,  also,  a  letter  from  the  American 
)mmissioners  which  accompanied  the  treaty. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Fbbroart  16, 1815. 


the  Senate  of  the  United  Statu  .- 

[  transmit  to  the  SeMte  a  repcnrt  of  the  acting 
cretary  of  State,  complying  with  their  resoiu* 
n  of  yesterday. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

Ei*EBRUART  16, 1815. 


)port  of  the  Seenflafy  of  State,  referrsd  to  in  the 
preceding  Message.]; 

Department  op  State, 

February  16. 1815. 

rhe  acting  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was 
?rred  the  resolation  of  the  Senate  of  the  15th 
tant,  reqaesting  the  "President  of  the  United 
ttes  to  caoae  to  be  laid  before  tfaeBeaate  all 
tructions  given  to  the  Envoys  at  Ghent,  the 
respoiMience  between  the  said  Envoys  and  the 
partment  of  State,  and  the  corretpoodence  and 
)tocois  of  conference  between  the  said  Envoys 
1  the  Ministers  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  dur- 
:  the  negotiation  at  Qhent,  which  hare  not 
ore  been  communicated  to  the  Senate,**  has 

honor  to  state  that  the  instructions  to  the  En- 
rs  at  Ghent  have  heretofore  been  communi- 
ed  to  the  Senate,  except  those  of  which  the  ac- 
Qpanying  papers  marked  A  and  B  are  copies. 
[*he  correspondence  and  protocols  of  conferen- 

between  the  said  Envoys  and  the  Ministers  of 
I  Britannic  Majesty  which  have  been  received 
his  Department,  and  which  have  not  heretofore 
in  communicated  to  the  Seoate  will  be  found 
rhe  accompanying  papers  marked  1,  2,  3,  4, 5^ 
\  8,  and  9. 
Ul  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

Ripreeentatioee  of  the  United  Statee  .• 

lay  before  Congress  copies  of  the  Treaty  of 
ice  and  Amity  between  the  United  States  and 
I  Britannic  Majesty,  which  was  signed  by  the 
oamissioners  of'^  both  parties,  at  Ghent,  on  the 


84th  of  December.  1814,  and  the  latifioationa  of 
which  have  been  duly  exchanged. 

While  performing  this  act  1  congratulate  yoa 
and  our  constituents  upon  an  event  which  is  highly 
honorable  to  the  nation,  and  terminates,  with  pe- 
culiar felicity,  a  campaign  signalized  by  the  moat 
brilliant  successes. 

The  late  war,  although  reluctantly  declared  by 
Congress,  had  become  a  necessary  resort  to  assert 
the  rights  and  independence  of  the  nation.  It  has 
been  waged  with  a  success  which  is  the  natural 
result  of  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislative  Councils, 
of  the  patriotism  of  the  people,  of  the  poblic  spirit 
of  the  militia,  and  of  the  valor  of  the  military  and 
naval  forces  of  the  country.  Peace,  at  all  timea 
a  biessinff,  is  peculiarly  welcome,  therefore,  at  a 
period  when  the  causes  for  the  war  have  ceased 
to  operate;  when  the  Government  has  demon- 
strated the  efficiency  of  its  powers  of  defence ; 
and  when  the  nation  can  review  its  conduct  with- 
out  regret  and  without  reproach. 

I  recommend  to  your  care  and  beneficence  the 
gallant  men.  whose  achievements  in  every  depart- 
ment of  military  service,  on  the  land  and  on  the 
water,  have  so  essentially  contributed  to  the  honor 
of  the  American  name,  and  to  the  restoration  of 
peace.  The  feelings  of  conscious  patriotism  and 
worth  will  animate  such  men  under  every  change 
of  fortune  and  pursuit ;  but  their  country  performs 
a  duty  to  itself,  when  it  bestows  those  testimonials 
of  apprbbation  and  applause  which  are  at  once 
the  reward  and  the  incentive  to  great  actions. 

The  reduction  of  the  public  expenditure  to  the 
demands  of  a  Peace  Establishment,  will  doubt- 
less engage  the  immediate  attention  of  Con- 
greas.  There  are,  however,  important  considera- 
tions which  forbid  a  sudden  and  general  revoca- 
tion of  the  measures  that  have  been  produced  by 
the  war.  Experience  has  taught  us  that  neither 
the  pacific  dispositions  of  the  American  people, 
nor  the  pacific  character  of  their  political  instita- 
tions,can  altogether  exempt  them  from  that  strife 
which  appears,  beyond  the  ordinary  lot  of  nations, 
to  be  incident  to  the  actual  perioa  of  the  world ; 
and  the  same  faithful  monitor  demonstrates  that  a 
certain  degree  of  preparation  for  war  is  not  only 
indispensable  to  avert  disaster  in  the  onset,  but 
afibrds  also  the  best  security  fdr  the  continuance 
of  peace.  The  wisdom  of  Congress  will,  there- 
fore, I  am  confident,  provide  for  the  maintenance 
of  an  adequate  regular  force;  for  the  g^dual 
advance  of  the  Naval  Establishment ;  for  impro- 
ving all  the  means  of  harbor  defence ;  for  adding 
discipline  to  the  distinguished  bravery  of  the  mili- 
tia ;  and  for  cultivating  the  military  art,  in  its  es- 
sential branches,  under  the  liberal  patronage  of 
the  Government. 

The  resources  of  our  country  were  at  all  times 
competent  to  the  attainment  o£  every  national 
object;  but  they  will  now  be  enriched  and  invig- 
orated by  the  activity  which  peace  will  introduce 
into  all  the  scenes  of  domestic  enterprise  and  labor. 
The  provision  that  has  been  made  for  the  public 
creditors,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
must  have  a  decisive  effect  in  the  establishment 
of  the  puUio  credit,  both  at  home  and  abroad* 
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The  rerinag  interesu  of  eommeree  will  ckdm  I 
the  legisUtiTe  attention  at  the  earliest  opporta- 
Dttf,  and  snchregolations  will,  I  trost,  be  season- 
ably devised,  as  shall  secare  to  the  United  States 
their  just  proportion  of  the  narigation  of  the 
world.    The  most  liberal  policy  towards  other 
nations,  if  met  by  corresponding  dbpositions,  will, 
in  this  respect,  be  fonnd  the  most  beneficial  policy 
towards  onrseWes.    But  there  is  no  subject  that 
can  enter  with  greater  force  and  merit  into  the 
deliberations  of  Congress,  than  a  consideration  of 
the  means  to  preserve  and  promote  the  manulac- 
tures  which  have  sprung  into  existence,  and  at- 
Uiaed  an  unparalleled  maturity  throughout  the 
United  States  during  the  period  of  the  European 
wars.    This  source  of  national  independence  and 
Wealth  I  anxiously  recommend  to  the  prompt  and 
constant  guardianship  of  Congress. 

The  termination  of  the  legislative  sessions  will 
soon  separate  you.  fellow-eitizens,  from  each 
other,  and  restore  you  to  your  constituents.  I 
pray  you  to  bear  with  you  the  expressions  of  my 
sanguine  hope  that  the  peace  which  has  been  just 
declsred,  will  not  only  be  the  foundation  of  the 
most  friendly  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Briuin,  but  that  it  will  also  be 
priMiuctive  of  happiness  and  harmony  iu  every  sec- 
tion of  our  beloved  country.  The  influence  of  your 
precept  and  example  must  be  everywhere  powers 
ful,  and  while  we  accord  in  ffrautul  acknowledg- 
ments for  the  protection  which  Providence  has 
bestowed  upon  us,  let  us  never  cease  to  inculcate 
obedience  to  the  laws,  and  fidelity  to  the  Union, 
as  constituting  the  palladium  of  the  national  in- 
dependence and  prosperity. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Wabbinoton,  Eibruary  18, 1815. 


A. 

The  Secrettiy  of  State  to  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiaries. 

Depabthent  of  State, 

March  22^  1814. 

Qbntlemen:   Should  a  treaty  be  concluded 
with  Great  Britain,  and  a  reciprocal  restitution 
of  territory  be  agreed  on,  you  will  have  it  in  rec- 
ollection that  the  United  States  had  in  their  pos- 
session, at  the  commencement  of  the  war.  a  post 
at  the  mouth  of  tbe-river  Columbia,  which  com- 
manded the  river,  which  ought  to  be  comprised 
in  the  stipulation,  should  the  possession  have  been 
wrested  trom  us  during  the  war.    On  no  pretext 
can  the  British  Government  set  up  a  claim  to  ter- 
ritory south  of  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
United  States.    It  is  not  believed  that  they  have 
any  claim  whatever  to  territory  on  the  Pacific 
ocean.    You  will,  however,  be  careful,  should  a 
definition  of  boundary  be  attempted,  not  to  coun- 
tenance, in  any  manner,  or  in  any  quarter,  a  pre- 
tension in  the  British  Government  to  territory 
south  of  that  line. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Secretary  of  State. 


B. 

The  Seoetuy  of  State  to  the 

en  St  (Client. 

Dbpabtmbbt  op  Statb,  OcL  19.  ISii 

Gbmtlbm BM :  I  have  the  honor  t>  fflAro  ;h 
that  your  despatches  by  the  John  Aims  lun 
been  received,  and  that  year  deterraiMM  to  re- 
ject the  terms  proposed  by  the  BritiACoamis- 
sinners  is  entirely  approved  by  the  Prate. 

The  imponance  of  these  despatchejUi  tbe 
great  probability  of  your  negotiatioB  faantkti 
brought  to  a  close,  induced  the  Presidestato- 
mine  on  laying  them  before  CoapeniinBeii^. 
This  has  been  done,  and  there  is  efcrf  msna 
believe  that  they  are  produeing  the  beit cfiect.i 
uniting  all  parties  in  a  determiaed  resuitacet 
the  extravagant  pretensions  of  the  enemf .  It  be 
also  been  judged  proper  to  commoaicatt  u  Ce 
gross  so  much  of  tne  instraetioos  gives  toyossf 
this  Department  as  would  show  the  tensi « 
which  you  were  authorized  to  make  pace. 

These,  as  well  as  your  eommaaiesiio&s,  hii% 
been  printed,  and  severml  copies  are  nov  te^ 
warded  to  you,  as  it  is  believed  thef  fflif  ^  » 
fully  disposed  of  in  Europe. 

Should  any  circunisiaDee  have  uaaftci^^ 

prolonged  the  negotiation,  which  it '»  uj^ 

from  your  despatches  will  have  been  laally  doM^ 

and  you  find  the  British  Commissiosenttsp^ 

to  agree  to  the  ttatee  ante  MtosyoowiUQMcr 

stand  that  you  are  authorized  to  make  it  i^  bua 

of  a  treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  re^^s* 

tlemen,  your  obedient  servant,         ^„nni? 
'  JAMBS  MOSROB. 


The  Americui  PlenipotaBtasiisi  to  tke  8eca^ 


i 


QBKtn,lkcemkr8S,mi 

Sir:  We  have  the  honor  of  injiisoiiawAerfr 

with  one  of  the  three  copies  ofiJieTfesty  of  Ftsci 

between  Great  Britain  aad  tiie  United  Sttttj 

signed  last  evening  by  thePleaipoteaUMieiot  BB 

Britannic  Majesty  and  by  as.  , .  .  ^^ 
The  papers,  of  which  copiei  are  likeww  fl^ 
forwardTd;  will  exhibit  to  yoa  wf^Urthe  pw- 
gress  of  the  negotiation  since  the  deptrtsij  ol  tn* 
Chauncey,  that  few  additional  lemsAs  froo » 
will  be  necessary.  It  may  be  proper  for  w.  w^ 
ever,  to  state  that,  in  the  interval  between  ii^w« 
when  our  first  project  of  a  treaty  to  «J»  ^^^ 
British  Plenipotentiaries  and  that  when  ibey  «£ 
moDicated  to  us  the  answer  to  it,  tke  ^?^ 
which  we  had  sent  by  Mr.  Dalla8,aBd  the  »*«; 
tions  to  us,  which  had  been  published  w  w*/' 
ted  States,  were  republished  in  ^^H^.^Z 
dining  to  insist  on  the  articles  w^ctiM'JJr 
ment  and  indemnities,  we  made  a  f<>"»*V^ 
tion  that  the  rights  of  both  parties  on  ite«^ 
of  seamen  and  the  claims  to  mdemaities  t^ 
and  damages  sustained  prior  ^f>^^.^^^^^ 
ment  of  the  war  should  not  be  affected  «i^ 
by  the  omission  in  the  treaty  of  a  speevr' 
ion  on  these  two  subjects. 
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Prom  the  line  when  the  profet  of  the  treaty 
jsented  by  as  was  retoraed  with  the  proposed 
eratiooffy  it  was  apparent  that,  aoless  new  pre- 
sioo«  OQ  the  part  of  Qreat  Britain  should  he 
fanced,  the  only  important  differencss  remaio- 
'  to  be  discussed  were  those  relating  to  the 
tual  restoration  of  territory  takea  during  the 
r,  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  by  British 
jects,  and  to  the  right  of  the  people  of  the 
ited  Slates  to  the  fisheries  within  the  British 
isdictioo.  Instead  of  a  general  restitution  of 
»tured  territory,  which  we  had  proposed,  the 
tish  Government  at  first  wished  to  confine  it 
the  territory  taken  by  either  party  belonging 
he  other.  On  our  objecting  that  this  would 
keeach  party  the  judge  whether  territory  taken 
or  did  not  belong  to  the  other,  and  thereby 
asion.new  disputes,  they  acknowledged  it  to 
;heir  object  that  each  party  shouldi  until  a  de- 
on  had  taken  place  with  respect  to  the  title, 
lia  possession  of  all  the  territory  claimed  by 
h  parties,  which  might  have  been  taken  by 
h  party  during  the  war.  They  proposed,  how- 
r,  to  limit  the  exception  from  mutual  restitu- 
I  to  the  islands  in  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy. 
it  had  been  on  both  sides  admitted  that  the 
!  to  these  islands  was  disputed,  and  as  a  method 
settling  amicably  those  disputes  was  provided 
in  the  treaty,  we  had  not  expected  that  the 
listi  Government  would  adhere  to  the  demand 
retainiDi^  the  temporary  possession  of  those 
ads.  We  insisted,  therefore,  on  their  being 
uded  in  the  general  restoration,  until  we  had 
ion  to  believe  that  our  further  persererance 
lid  have  hazarded  the  conclusion  of  the  peace 
If.  We  finally  consented,  as  an  alternative 
'erable  to  the  continuance  of  the  war,  to  this 
eptioo,  upon  condition  that  it  should  not  be 
erstood  as  impairing  in  any  manner  the  right 
;he  United  States  to  these  islands.  We  also 
id  for  a  stipulation  requiring  an  ultimate  de- 
>n  upon  the  title  within  a  limited  time;  but 
bis  we  also  found  opposed  an  insuperable  ob- 
ioo,  and  we  wore  finally  induced  to  accept  in 
itead  a  declaration  of  the  British  Plenipoten- 
ies,  that  no  unoeceisary  delay  of  the  decision 
jld  be  interposed  on  thie  part  of  Qreat  Britain. 
.t  the  first  conference,  on  the  8th  of  August, 
British  Plenipotentiaries  had  notified  to  us 

the  British  CUivernment  did  not  intend  hence- 
[i  to  allow  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
lout  an  eqoivaleat,  the  liberties  to  fish  and  to 
and  care  fish  within  the  exclusiTe  British 
sdiction,  stipulated  in  their  favor  by  the  latter 
.  of  the  third  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of 
3.  And  in  their  note  of  th^  19th  of  August, 
British  Plenipotentiaries  had  demanded  anew 
ulatioo,  to  secure  to  British  subjects  the  right 
lavigating  the  Mississippi;  a  demand  which, 
£S3  warranted  by  another  article  of  that  same 
ty  of  1783,  we  could  not  perceive  that  Great 
ain  had  any  colorable  pretence  for  making, 
instructions  had  forbidden  us  to  suffer  our 
t  to  the  fisheries  to  be  brought  into  discussion, 
had  not  authorized  us  to  make  any  distinc- 1 
.  in  the  several  provisions  of  the  third  article  I 
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of  the  treaty  of  J783,  or  between  that  article  and 
any  other  of  the  same  treaty.    We  had  no  equiv- 
alent to  offer  for  a  new  recognition  of  our  right 
to  any  part  of  the  fisheries,  and  we  had  no  power 
to  erant  any  equivalent  which  might  be  asked  for 
it  by  the  British  Government.    We  contended 
that  the  whole  treaty  of  1783  must  be  considered 
as  one  entire  and  permanent  compact,  not  liable^ 
like  ordinary  treaties,  to  be  abrogated  by  a  sobst- 
quent  war  between  the  parties  to  it ;  as  an  instru* 
ment  recognising  the  rishts  and  liberties  enjoyed 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States  as  an  inde* 
pendent  nation,  and  containing  the  terms  and 
conditions  on  which  the  two  parts  of  one  empire 
had  niutually  agreed,  thenceforth,  to  constitute 
two  distinct  and  separate  nations.    In  consenting, 
by  that  treaty,  that  a  part  of  the  North  American 
continent  should  remain  subject  to  the  British 
jurisdiction,  the  people  of  the  United  States  had 
reserved  to  themselves  the  liberty,  which  they 
had  ever  before  enjoyed,  of  fishing  upon  that  part 
of  its  coasts,  and  of  drying  and  curing  fish  upon 
the  shores,  and  this  reservation  had  been  agreed 
to  by  the  other  contracting  party.    We  saw  not 
why  this  liberty,  then  no  new  grant,  but  the  mere 
recognition  of  a  prior  right  always  eojoyed,  should 
be  forfeited  by  war,  any  more  than  any  other  of 
the  rights  of  our  national  independence ;  or  why 
we  should  need  a  new  stipulation  for  its  enjoy* 
ment  more  than  we  needed  a  new  article  to  de* 
clare  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  treated  with 
us  as  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  Slates. 
We  stated  this  principle  in  general  terms  to  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries,  in  the  note  which  we 
sent  to  theip  with  our  prejet  of  the  treaty,  and 
we  alleged  it  as  the  ground  upon  which  no  new 
stipulation  was  deemed  by  our  Government  ne- 
cessary to  secure  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  all  the  rights  and  liberties  stipulated  in 
their  favor  by  the  treaty  of  1783.    No  reply  to 
that  part  of  our  note  was  given  by  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries,  but.  in  returning  our  prcjH  of  a 
treatr,  they  added  a  clause  to  one  of  the  articles, 
stipaiatiAg  a  right  for  British  subjects  to  navigate 
the  Mississippi.   Without  adverting  to  the  ground 
of  prior  and  immemorial  tisage,  if  the  principle 
were  just  that  the  treaty  of  1783,  from  its  peculiar 
character,  remained  in  force  in  all  its  parts,  not- 
withstanding the  war,  no  new  stipulation  was 
necessary  to  secure  to  the  subjects  of  Qreat  Brit- 
ain the  right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi,  so  far 
as  that  right  was  secured  by  the  treaty  of  1783, 
as,  on  the  other  handLno  stipulation  was  necessary 
to  secure  to  the  people  9f  the  United  States  the 
liberty  to  fish,  and  to  dry  and  cure  fish,  within 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain.    If 
they  asked  the  narigation  of  the  Mississippi  as  a 
new  claim,  they  could  not  expect  we  should  grant 
it  without  an  equivalent ;  if  they  asked  it  because 
it  bad  been  granted  in  1783,  thev  must  recognise 
the  claim  of  the  people  of  the  tJoiied  States  to 
the  liberty  to  fish  and  to  dry  and  cure  fish,  in 
question.    To  place  both  points  beyond  all  future 
controversy,  a  majority  or  us  determined  to  offer 
to  admit  an  article  confirming  both  the  rights,  or 
we  offered  at  the  same  time  to  be  silent  in  the 
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treaty  apon  both,  and  to  leave  oat  altogether  the 
article  defining  the  boundary  frooi  the  Lake  of 
the  Woodti  westward.  The^  finally  agreed  to 
this  last  proposal,  bat  not  on  til  they  had  proposed 
an  article  stipalatiog  for  a  future  negotiation  for 
an  equivalent  to  be  given  by  Great  Britain  for 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and  by  the 
United  States  for  the  liberty  as  to  the  fisheries 
within  British  jurisdiction.  This  article  was  uu' 
necessary  with  regard  to  its  professed  object,  since 
both  Gk)veromeDts  had  it  in  their  power,  without 
it,  to  negotiate  upon  these  subjects  if  they  pleased. 
We  rejected  it,  although  its  adoption  would  have 
aecored  the  boundary  of  the  forty-ninth  degree  of 
latitude  west  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  Iweanse 
it  would  have  been  a  formal  abandonment,  on  our 
part,  of  our  claim  to  the  liberty  as  to  the  fisheries, 
recognised  by  the  treaty  of  1783. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  correspondence,  that 
the  ninth  article  was  offered  us  as  a  tine  qua  non 
and  an  ultimatum.  Vfe  accented  it,  not  without 
much  hesitation,  as  the  only  alternative  to  a  rup- 
ture of  the  negotiation,  and  with  a  perfect  under- 
standing that  our  Gtovernroent  was  free  to  reject 
it,  as  we  were  not  authorized  to  subscribe  to  it. 

To  guard  against  any  accident  which  might 
happen  in  the  transmission  of  a  single  copy  of  the 
treaty  to  the  United  States,  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries  have  consented  to  execute  it  in  trioli- 
cate;  and  as  the  treaty  with  the  British  nitinca* 
tion  may  be  exposed  to  the  same  danger,  the 
times  for  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  the  restora- 
tion of  captures  at  sea,  and  the  release  of  prison- 
ers, have  been  fixed,  nor  from  the  exchange  of 
ratifications,  but  from  the  ratification  on  both  sides, 
without  alteration  by  either  of  the  contracting 
parties.  We  consented  to  the  introduction  of 
this  latter  provision  at  the  desire  of  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries,  who  were  willing  to  uke  a  full, 
but  were  unwilling  to  incur  the  risk  of  a  partial 
ratification,  as  the  period  from  which  the  peace 
should  be  considered  as  concluded. 

We  are  informed  by  them  that  Mr.  Baker,  their 
secretanr,  is  to  go  out  to  America  with  the  Brit- 
bh  ratification. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  youn,  ^. 

JOHN  auINCY  ADAMS, 
J.  A.  BAYARD, 
H.  CLAY, 

JONATHAN  RUSSBLL, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
The  SscRBTART  OP  Statb 

of  the  United  8taie9. 


No.  1. 
The  American  to  the  British  Plenipotentiarias. 

Ghent,  November  10, 1814. 

The  undersigned  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  them  by 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries  on  the 
31st  ultimo. 

The  undersigned  had  considered  an  inter- 
change of  the  profet  of  a  treaty  as  the  course 
best  calculated  to  exclude  useless  and  desulto- 
ry discussion,  to  confine  the  attention  of  both 


parties  to  the  precise  objects  to  be  adjosied  b- 
tween  the  two  nationa,  and  to  bastea  the  cos- 
elusion  of  the  peace  so  desirable  to  bod.  Fisd- 
ing  tn  the  note  of  the  British  Plenipoiain/i«  9i 
the  21st  ultimo  a  mere  reference  wtkt  poinu 
proposed  by  them  in  the  first  eoafercvcviffa  the 
offer  of  assuming  the  basis  of  uti  fomiitit,  as 
which  the  undersigned  had.  in  substiMetilresiff 
declined  to  treat,  they  did  not  consider  u  a  the 
profet  of  a  treat v,  presented  in  compliiKvith 
their  request.    They  proposed,  in  tbeirmeof 
the  24th  ultimo,  that  the  exchange  of 'It  tvo 
profeis  should  be  made  at  the  same  tioe.  id 
It  is  not  without  some  sorprise  that  tlie  Blk^ 
signed  observe  in  the  note  to  which  tbeynovfaiR 
the  honor  of  replying,  tbmt  tfae  Britiik  Pteiip- 
tentiaries  consider  their  note  of  the  21tt  olusi 
as  containing  the  profet  of  a  treaty,  to  whieliiie 
undersigned  are  supposed  to  be  p(^dged  to  letsi 
%  contre  prqjei. 

Believing  that  where  both  parties  aie  siieeRir 
desirous  of  bringing  a  negotiation  to  s  liappf  «> 
mination.  the  advantage  of  giving  or  of  reeetfii^ 
the  first  draught  is  not  of  m  magnitude  to  beoi* 
a  subject  of  controversy,  and  convinced  u><(iit«^ 
Government  is  too  sincerely  desiroos  of  i^"** 
spiclous  result  io  approve  of  iu  being  itkjtd  for 
a  moment  upon  any  qoescion  of  etifietic,  \h€ 
undersigned  have  the  honor  to  eneloR  kenvitk 
the  profet  of  a  treaty,  aecompaaied  with  soae 
ohservatioos  upon  several  of  the  articles,  wkkh 
may  more  fully  elucidate  their  objects  io  projw- 
ing  them. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  stated  is  tbeir 
last  note  that  they  had  no  other  propoanotti  tc 
offer,  nor  other  demands  to  make,  than  thowcM- 
tained  in  their  note  of  the  21st  oliimo.  whie^ 
with  the  reference  to  their  former  deeJantiofiR' 
speeting  the  fisheries,  contains  oaiy  two  propg- 
sitions,  viz :  thatof  fiziog  the  toasdsiy  from  tht 
Lake  of  the  Wooda  to  the  Mimiim'i  *'>^  ^ 
of  adopting,  with  respect  to  the  other  bouadarie^ 
the  basis  of  uti  pontdetie*  . 

In  answer  to  the  deelaratioB  made  by  the  Bni- 
ish  Plenipotentiaries  respecting  the  fisbeiics,  w 
underaigned,  referring  to  what  passed  io  tkeos- 
ference  of  the  9th  of  Augnst,  caa  only  fuie  that 
they  are  not  authoriied  to  bring  into  d»ea»M 
any  of  the  rights  or  liberties  which  the  bsiw 
States  haye  heretofore  enjoyed  ia  reUtios  tbcR- 
to.  From  their  nature,  and  from  the  pecoiw 
character  of  the  treaty  of  1783^  bywkieht&n 
were  recognised,  no  further  stipulation  hasbcei 
deemed  necessary  by  the  GoTemment  of  tJie  ik- 
ted  States  to  entitle  them  to  the  foil  eajv^/s's: 
of  all  of  them. 

The  undersigned  have  already,  in  thcii  m 
note,  explicitly  deelined  treating  on  the  bisii« 
ulipoeddeiiM.  They  cannot  agree  tosQf^'^ 
principle  than  that  of  a  mutual  restorados  d^ 
riiory,  and  have  accordingly  prepared  so  r^ 
founded  on  that  basis.  They  are  wiiliog  r'^  P 
extend  the  same  principle  to  the  other  o^**^ 
dispute  between  the  two  nationa;  andaf'^Py 
ing  all  the  other  articles  included  iotksp^ 
they  wish  to  be  dbtinetly  naderatood  thti  Ut^ 
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!  readf  to  sign  a  treaty  placing  the  two  coun- 
ts, in  respect  to  all  the  subjects  of  difference 
weeo  them,  in  the  same  slate  they  were  in  at 
comnnencement  of  the  present  war ;  reserving 
?ach  party  all  its  rights,  and  tearing  whatever 
y  remain  of  controversy  between  them  for 
ire  and  pacific  negotiation. 
The  British  Plenipotentiaries  having,  in  their 
e  of  the  4th  of  September,  commanicated  the 
josition  of  their  Qovernment  to  receive  favor- 
/  a  proposition  which  should  acknowledge  the 
indary  from  ihe  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the 
«$issippi,  or  to  discuss  any  other  lineof  boond- 

which  might  be  submitted  for  consideration, 

undersigned  answered,  that,  as  soon  as  the 
position  of  Indian  boundary  should  be  div- 
ed of,  ihey  would  have  no  objection,  with  the 
•lanatioDi  given  by  the  Britii»h  Pienipotenti* 
»s,  to  discuss  the  subject. 
!*he  Government  of  the  United  States  bad, 
>r  to  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  been  dis- 
ed  to  agree  to  the  boundary  from  the  Lake  of 

Woods  to  the  Mississippi,  from  a  wish,  not 
y  to  arrange  that  subject,  but  also  to  settle,  in 
lefinitive   manner,  the  differences  respecting 

boundary  and  islands  in  the  bay  of  Pasaama- 
»ddy ;  and  its  assent  to  the  proposed  stipuia- 
1  of  that  boundary  was  refused,  on  account  of 

acquisition  of  Louisiana,  the  boundaries  of 
ich  might  have  been  affected  by  it.  The  nn- 
ilgned  cannot  agree  to  fix  the  boundary  in  that 
irier,  unless  that  of  Louisiana  be  also  provided 
in  the  arrangement.    They  accordingly  sub- 

for  consideration  the  article  on  that  subject, 
ich  appears  to  have  been  agreed  on  between 

British  and  American  Commissioners  in  the 
jet  of  convention  of  the  year  1807. 
a  respect  to  the  intended  revision  of  the  other 
indaries  between  the  British  and  American 
ritories,  with  the  view  to  prevent  future  uncer- 
ity  and  dispute,  the  undersigned  propose  the 
^rence  of  the  whole  subject  to  Commissioners ; 
1  they  present,  accordingly,  five  articles,  drawn 

the  principle  formerly  adopted  by  the  two 
wers  for  settling  the  question  respecting  the 
er  St.  Croix. 

The  article  alread^T  tgreed  on  respecting  the 
ian  pacification  is  included  in  the  prcjetoi  the 
lersi^ned.  In  conformity  with  their  former 
Igestions,  they  offer  another,  intended  to  re- 
iin  the  hostilities,  and  to  prevent  the  employ- 
nt  of  the  savages  in  war,  and  one  reciprocally 
nting  a  general  amnesty.  The  only  other  sub- 
ts  which  had  been  presented  by  the  undersig- 
ns suitable  for  dtaeossion,  were  those  respecting 
men,  blockades,  and  indemnities, 
keeping  in  view  the  declarations  made  by 
rd  Castlerea|h,  in  his  note  of  the  29th  of  Au- 
tt,  1812,  to  Mr.  Russell,  and  in  his  letter  of  the 
1  of  November,  1813,  to  Mr.  Monroe,  the  un- 
'signed  propose  only  a  temporary  article,  in- 
ded,  without  affecting  the  rights  or  pretensions 
either  country,  to  attempt  to  accomplish,  by 
ans  less  liable  to  vexation,  the  object  for  which 
pressmen t  has  hitherto  been  thought  necessary 
Qreat  Britain.    The  proposed  agreement  be 


ing  purely  conditional,  and  limited  in  duration, 
each  party  will  be  bound  only  so  far  and  so  long 
as  the  other  shall  fulfil  its  conditions,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  term  fixed  for  the  duration  of  the  arti- 
cle, or  whenever  either  party  may  fail  to  perform 
his  engagement,  the  rights  of  both  will  be  as  valid 
and  entire  as  they  were  before  the  agreement. 

The  article  respecting  blockades  is  believed  to 
be  in  perfect  conform iiy  with  the  principles  of 
the  law  of  nations,  as  acxnowledged  by  both  na- 
tions. The  definition  is  borrowed  from  the  trea- 
ty of  1801j  between  Qreat  Britain  and  Russia, 
and  the  residue  of  the  article  from  the  unratified 
treaty  of  1806,  between  Qreat  Britain  and  the 
United  States. 

That  relating  to  indemnities  consists  of  two 
parts;  the  first  for  irregular  seizures,  captures, 
and  condemnations,  of  American  property,  con- 
trary to  the  esublisbed  laws  and  usages  of  nations, 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  war ;  and 
the  second,  for  similar  irregularities,  committed 
during  the  war,  and  contrary  to  the  known  and 
established  asages  of  war  between  civilized  na- 
tions. The  cases  of  the  first  apply  exclusively 
to  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  be- 
cause the  causes  for  such  claims  were  then  con- 
fined, by  the  relative  situation  of  the  parties,  to 
one  side.  It  is  presumed  that  the  British  Qov- 
ernment will  itself  be  sensible  of  the  justice  of 
making  indemnity  for  injuries  conimitted  by  its 
officers,  in  violation  of  principles  avowed  and  re- 
cognised by  itself,  particularly  in  the  letter  from 
Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  King  of  the  11th  of 
April  1801 ;  and  in  that  from  Mr.  Merry  to  Mr. 
Madison  of  the  12ih  of  April,  1804;  and  that  the 
same  justice  will  be  admitted  in  cases  where  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  was 
violated;  and  where  the  injury  was  ooeasioned 
by  the  retrospective  effects  of  the  British  Orders 
in  Council  of  June,  1803,  as  to  the  return  from 
contraband  voyages,  and  of  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil of  January  7, 1807. 

With  regard  to  the  Orders  in  Council  of  No- 
vember, 1893,  and  of  April,  1809,  the  undersigned 
will  observe,  that  these  orders  having  been  issued 
solely  on  the  ground  of  retaliation  against  France, 
and  their  object  having  altogether  ceased,  it  ia 
just  to  indemnify  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  for  \ouits  now  experienced  by  the  effect 
of  measures  intended  to  operate  against  the  enemy 
of  Qreat  Britain,  and  which  fell  almost  exclusive- 
ly on  a  country  'which  was  no  party  to  the  war. 
The  United  States  have  never  ceased,  and  at 
this  time  continue  to  demand  from  France,  indem- 
nity for  the  losses  they  have  experienced  hy  the 
effect  of  the  decrees  of  her  Qovernment,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  law  of  nations. 

The  cases  of  the  second  part  of  this  article  ap- 
ply equally  to  both  belligerent  parties.  They 
have  been,  during  the  war,  subjects  of  crimina- 
tion on  both  sides.  The  American  Qovernment 
can  give  no  stronger  and  more  signal  proof  of  its 
disapprobation  of  every  departure,  under  color  of 
its  authority,  from  the  established  usages  of  legit- 
imate warfare  between  civilized  nations,  than  by 
the  ofier  of  mntoal  reparation* 
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BelatUmt  with  Chtat  Britabu 

The  article  fixing  ft  limitatioo  for  capmres  fttiea  does  oot  teem  to  rcqaire  anj  eomoiciiL 
The  UDderaigrned  present  their  entire  firojet  in  this  specific  form,  with  the  fall  ezpeetaUMofr^ 
ceiving  from  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  their  explicit  answer  respecting  ail  the  aitielei  ca- 
braced  in  it,  and  a  pmjet  also  reduced  to  specific  propositions  and  embracing  ail  the  objeeii  wticb 
tber  intend  to  bring  forward. 

The  undersigned  renew  to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  the  acsarancce  of  their  hifkcflBn^- 

ation. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 
J.  A.  BAYARD, 
H.  CLAY, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 
ALBERT  GALLATUf. 
To  the  Plui iFOTurriAaiBa  of  JERs  Briitumic  Mt^aft^  fc 


No.  2. 

O^^  aprf^ofaT^rtat^^  Peace  nibmiUUdl^  Britidi  PlewipaMam 

at  Uhent,  on  the  \Oth  day  o/November^  1814,  etna  of  the  alterations  and  prapoeitiomfMde^^ 
latter  in  the  margin  of  the  eaid  profet,  returned  by  them  to  the  American  Plempetentimi^ 

TRXATT  OV  FKAOB  AKD  AMITT  BSTWSKN  HI8  BBITAinilO  MAnSTT  AND  THB  UHXTED  8IAZH  Of  iMBOL 

His  Britannic  Majestj  and  the  Uaitsd  States  of  BriHak  AUermtimu. 

America,  desiroos  of  terminating  the  war  which  has  ^^  fbilowiag  marginal  remsrks  snd  aMmtai 
nahappUj  subsisted  between  the  two  countries,  and  of  ^^^^e  made  and  piopoaed  br  the  Briliih  Pleo^ 
lestonng,  upon  pnaciples  of  perfect  reoproatj,  peace,    tiaries. 

firisndship,  and  good  understanding  between  them,        JVbler-b  is  niopoeiiJ  to  emit  slInwelbiiihiTrf 
have,  for  that  purpose,  sppointed  their  respective  pleni-    |]|^  ^„  nnderihieX 
potentiaries,  that  is  to  say,  His  Britannic  Majestj,  on 
bis  part,  has  appointed  the  Right  Honorable  James 
Lora  Qambier,  Admiral  of  the  White  Squadron  of 
His  Msjestj's  fleet;  Henry  Goulbum,  Esq.,  a  member 
of  the  Imperial  Psrliament,  and  Under  Secretary  of 
State,  and  William  Adams,  Esqoiie,  Doctor  of  Civil 
Laws ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  Statesb  by  and 
with  the  sdviee  and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof  has 
appeinted  John  Quincy  Adamiy  James  A.  Bayard, 
Henry  CIsy,  Jonathan  Russell,  and  Albert  Gallatin, 
dtisens  of  the  United  Statesb  who,  after  a  reciprocal 
eoBunonieation  of  their  refpective  fall  powen,  have 
agreed  upon  the  following  aiticlee: 

AaTicia  1. 

There  shall  be  a  firm  and  nniversal  peace  betweea 
Has  Britannic  Msjesty  and  the  United  States,  and  be- 
tween their  respective,  countries,  territories,  cities, 
towns,,  and  people,  of  every  degree,  without  exception 
of  (V\  penons  or  placet.    All  hostilities,  both  by  sea        (1)  Places  or 

and  land,  shall  immediatdy  cease ;  (S)  aU  primern        (3)  after  the  ezdiange  of  tfis  ittiksteiii  he*' 

Oft  hoik  tides  shall  beset  at  liberty*^    All  territorf,  after  mentioned. 

places,  and  possessione,  without  exception,  loAen  by        *  It  is  thought  more  adYisable  that  the  fKsmsn.^ 

(8)  either  party  y»wf»  (4)  the  dther  during  the  waiv  or  spectmg  prisoners  of  war  should  be  tbs  *"^^ 

which  may  be  taken  after  die  signing  of  this  treety,  separate  article.    The  draught  of  sa  trtidB  oe  v 

shall  be  restored  without  deli^  and  without  causing  subject  is  sutjoined. 
any  destruction,  or  ceriying  away  any  artillery  or        (3)  belonging  to 
other  public  property,  or  any  slavee  (5)  or  other  pri-        (4)  and  taken  by 

vate  property ;  (6)  and  all  archives^  records,  deeds,        (5)  of  the  ,  I 

and  papers,  either  of  a  public  nature  or  belonging  to        (6)  original^  eaptnied  in  thaemdlbiteerphM>*| 

Erivate  persons,  which,  m  the  course  of  the  war,  may  which  shaU  remain  therain  open  the  eicbm|*<^^  I 

sve  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  either  par*  ratificataons  of  this  tieaty. 
ty,  shall  be  (7)  forthwith  restored,  and  delivered  to  the        (7)  as  for  as  may  be  parti cslrh. 
proper  authorities  and  persons  to  whom  they  respect- 
ively belong. 

AancLB  8. 

Immediately  after  the  respective  ratifications  of  this 

'   treaty,  (2)  orders  sbsU  be  sent  to  the  armies  squad-        (2)  shsll  be  exchanged. 

ronib  offi'^ers,  subjects,  snd  citizens  of  the  two  Powers, 

taeeaie  from  all  hoatiKties;  -and  to  prevent  ell  causes 

of  complaint  which  might  arise  on  account  of  the 


1385  APPENDIX.  1886 

MtdaH&m  with  Oreat  Briiam, 


prbmm  wirieh  ou^  b«  teken  at  «•«,  ailtor  tfM  (8)  mgniag        (8)  ozchangQ  of  ntaficatioiii. 

of  this  treaty;  it  it  reemroeaUy  agrted  tiiat  th«  vtMela 

in<]  «fieetg  wldeh  may  ba  takan  in  the  ebannal,  and  in 

the  ffonh  aaaa  after  the  apace  of  — » from  (1)  that        (1)  the  period  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratificationa. 

>f  the  stgnatnra  bereol^  ahall  be  leatofad  on  eaoh  aide ; 

liat  the  term  ahall  be ,  from  the  channel  and  Um 

NTorth  aeai  to  tha  Caaaryialands  nidnsivelj,  (2)  who-        (8)  The  aame  term  of for  all  parts  of  the  Med- 

faer  in  tha  ocean  or  the  Mediterranean,  of     ■     from    iterranean. 
he  amd  Cananr  ialanda  to  the  equinoctial  line^  or 
SqnatoT,  and  of  —  in  all  other  parts  of  tho  world 
vithottt  exception. 

Abticlx  8.  Abtiolx  8. 

Whemu  that  portion  of  the  boundary  between  the  Whereas  it  was  stipulated  by  the  second  article  is 
loiminione  of  Hie  BrUannie  Mi^eety  in  North  Amer-  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1788,  between  His  Britannto 
ea  and  thou  of  the  United  Stateetfiom  the  mouth  of  Majeaty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  that  the 
ihe  river  St,  Croix  (as  the  eaid  mouth  ufoe  aaeortained  bonndary  of  the  United  States  ahooid  oomprehend  **  all 
^jf  the  Commieeionere  appointed  for  thai  purpoee^}  iaknds  within  twonty  luiigvm  of  any  part  of  the  ahona 
'o  the  Bay  of  Fundy^  hoe  not  yet  been  regulatod  and  of  tte  United  Slataa,  and  lying  between  linee  la  bo 
ieiermineidf  and  tonereae  the  reepeetive  r^hie  and  4rawn  doe  eaat  from  Uia  points  when  the  aforesaid 
Jaime  of  Hie  Britannic  Maaeety  and  of  the  United  boundariei^  between  Nova  Seotia  on  the  one  part  and 
^atea  to  the  eeveral  ielande  m  the  Bay  of  Paeeama-  Eaat  Florida  on  the  other,  shall  riapecti«<ely  teach  the 
fuoddy  and  to  the  ieland  of  Orand  Menan,  have  never  Bay  of  Fmidy  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  oxoeptiDg 
teen  Jmaily  adjueted  and  determined,  the  eaid  ielande  anch  talands  as  now  or  hmeloibM  have  been  within  the 
^fi^  claimed  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statee  a»  ly»  limita  of  No«a  Seotia*"  And  wheteaa  daima  hato 
ng  within  twenty  leaguee  of  their  choree,  and  couth  bean  made  by  the  Govemment  of  the  United  Stataa  to 
tfa  Kne  drawn  aue  eactfrom  the  mouth  af  the  river  eertain  iabnds  in  the  Bay  of  Pnndy,  which  said  ■!• 
Kf.  Crcix  i  and  on  the  peirt  of  Hie  Britannic  Ma/eety  aiids  are  daimed  as  belonging  to  Hia  Britannie  Majea- 
t#  having  been,  at  or  Oefore  Ac  farmer  treaty  of  peace  ty,  aa  having  been  at  the  time  and  previooa  to  the 
fettoeen  the  two  eounmce,  within  the  Hmitc  of  the  aforeaaid  Treaty  of  1788,  within  the  liuHta  of  the  pio- 
nravince  of  Nova  Scotia^  Js  order,  therefore,  jiudiy  trinos  of  Nova  Sootia.  In  order,  therefore,  finally  to 
a  decide  thcee  eeverai  oueetionc,  it  ie  agreed  that  th^  dodde  upon  those  daima,  it  is  agveed  that  they  ahall 
hall  be  referred  to  three  Commieeionere,  to  be  ap^  If  referred  to  two  GommiasioiNn  to  be  appoiated  fai 
rointed  in  the  following  manner,  viz,-  one  Commts-  the  following  nMimer,  liat  otto  Oommiasioner  ahaU  bo 
toner  ehalt  be  mpointed  by  Hie  Britannie  Mt^eety,  a|^inted  hff  His  Britannie  Mijesty,  and  one  by  tte 
tnd  one  by  the  Fruident  of  the  United  Statee,  by  and  Preaidentof  the  United  Staiaa,  bqr  ud  with  the  adito 
frith  the  advice  and  concent  of  the  Senate  thereof,  and  and  ODDsent  of  the  Ssikato  thersoi;  and  tfM  anid  mo 
he  emd  two  Comimieeicnere  Amtt  have  power  toekooee  Commissioners  «o  appoinlad  dMM  ba  Mrorn  impartial^ 
( third g  andt  if  they  cannot  agreCf  they  ehaU  each  tooxamine  and  deoda  Qpon  Ifaosaid  daioM,  aoeoitfiag 
nropoee  onepereon  /  and  of  the  twonameeeopropoeed  to  sneh  evidenee  aa  shall  be  laid  befora  tbism  on  dto 
tne  ehaU  be  drawn  by  lot,  in  the  preeence  of  the  two  part  of  *Hls  Britannic  Majeety  and  of  tho  Unftnd 
Hginal  Commieeionere.  And  the  thru  Commieeion'  Stataa,  iMipocllvdy.  The  said  Coounissionoft  shall 
TO  CO  empointed  ehaU  be  ewom  impartUdly  to  exam"  moet  at  •— — ,  and  ahall  ha«»  power  to  adjouin  to  soch 
ne  ana  decide  the  eaid  fueetiane,  according  to  cuch  other  place  or  plaoes  as  th^  shall  think  fit.  Tboaaid 
mdenu  ae  ehalt  reepeetivety  be  laid  before  them,  on  Commisaionors  shall,  by  a  declaration  or  report  nnder 
he  part  of  the  Britieh  Oovemment  and  of  the  United    thdr  handa  and  aaala,  dodde  to  which  of  the  two  con- 

9tatee.    The  eaid  Commieeionere  ehall  meet  at »    traeting  parties  tha  Btfrnmlishrnds  aforesaid  do  rsspoot- 

uut  ehall  have  power  to  atHoum  to  euch  other  plaee  or  Ivaly  belong,  in  eonfomity  with  the  tnio  intent  of  the 
flacee  ae  thejf  Aall  thinhjit*  The  eaid  Commieeion^  aaid  Treaty  of  Peace  «f  17118;  and  if  the  eaid  Cott- 
9^,  or  a  mOferity  if  them,  ehedl,  hy  a  dedaratim  un-  mmkmon  ahall  agfoe  In  their  dodsion,  both  partiaa 
for  xtheir  hande  emd  emk,  determine  the  boandary  ahall  consldor  anch  decision  flnai  and  oondttdvo. 
tfereeaid,  from  the  mouth  ef  the  i4ver  St,  Crou  to  It  is  frirther  agseed  that,  in  ^le  etent  of  the  two 
ike  Bay  cf  Fandy,  and  decide  to  wMehofthe  two  Oommisafcmeta  dijObting  upon  aH  orany  of  the  mattam 
wmtrmeth^  parOee  the  eeverai  iebmdc  ajUreeaid  do  vo  roforrad  to  them,  or  in  the  ovoot  of  both  or  dthar 
'mpoethety  bekng,in  eottformitv  wOh tke'true uUent  of  the  aaid  Commisaionem  refitting  or  declining,  or 
ifthefi/rmertNStyofpeaee.  And  both  pttrHte^^gru,  -wHfiilly  omittuig  to  act  aa  sndi,  diey  ahaU  nsafca, 
to  cemitkr  tuehdAiHon  mjkmiamdeonekteke.  jointly  or  aeparatoly,  a  report  or  reporia,  as  wall  to  the 

GoTcmment  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  as  to  that  of 
the  United  Statee,  aUting  in  detail  the  points  on  which 
they  difisr,  and  the  giounda  upon  which  their  reapect* 
ive  opinions  haTC  been  formed,  or  the  groonds  npon 
winch  they,  or  mther  of  them,  haw  ao  rafiisod,  da- 
dined,  ^  omitted  to  act.  And  His  Britannic  Mnjeair 
mid  the  OoTomment  of  tile  United  Stataa  hetoby  agfaa 
to  rafor  tho  report  or  t^mrts  of  tho  said  Oommisaion- 
•la  to  aome  frisndty  Sovereign  or  Stato»  to  bo  theft 
naoMd  for  that  parpose,«nd  who  shall  bo  raqnostod  to 
deddo  on  tito  dHlerenees  wUch  may  bo  staled  in  tha 
aaid  reporror  tepotts,  or  npon  tho  report  of  one  Cook 
>,  togather  With  tha  gromds  np»n  whish  ifoi 
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AftTZCLB  4. 

Wlimreai,  neither  t)iet  point  of  the  Hig hlandi^  Ijing 
^ne  n«Hrth  from  the  eoaroe  of  the  river  8t  Croix,  end 
dceigneted  in  the  former  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
two  Powen,  es  the  northwest  angle  of  NoTa  deotia, 
nor  the  nortbwestenimoit  head  of  Connectieut  river, 
haa  jet  been  ascertained ;  and  whereas  that  part  of  the 
bonndarj  line  between  the  dominiona  of  the  two  Pow- 
eiB,  which  eztenda  from  the  sonrce  of  the  river  Bt. 
Croix,  directly,  north  to  theP  abovoHnentioned  north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Bcotia,  thence  along  the  said 
Highlands  which  divide  thoee  rivers  that  empty  them- 
selves into  the  river  8L  Lawrence  from  those  which 
liill  into  the  Atlantic  ocean,  to  the  northwestemmost 
head  of  Connecticnt  river,  thence  down  along  the  mid- 
dle of  that  river  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude, thence  by  a  line  due  weet  on  said  latitude,  until 
it  strihee  the  river  Iroquois,  or  Cataraquy,  has  not  yet 
hern  aurveyed ;  it  is  agreed  that  for  these  several  pur- 
poses (1)  three  Commissioners  shall  be  appointed, 
sworn,  {muiaiie  muiandist)  and  authorized  to  act  ex- 
actly in  the  manner  directed,  with  respect  to  those 
mentioned  in  the  next  preceding  article.  (2)  The 
said  Commissioneni  shall  meet  at  — — ,  and  shall  have 
power  to  adjourn  to  such  other  place  or  places  as  they 
shall  think  fit.  The  said  Commissioneri,  or  tf  msjority 
of  them,  shall  have  power  to  ascertain  and  determine 
the  points  abovementioncd,  in  conformity  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  treaty  of  peace,  (3)  and  ahall 
cause  the  boundary  aforesaid,  from  the  source  of  the 
river  Bt.  Croix  to  the  river  Iroquois,  or  Cataraquy,  to 
be  surveyed  and  marked  according  to  the  said  provis- 
ions. The  said  Commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  make  a  map  of  the  aaid  boundary,  and  annex  to 
it  a  declaration  under  their  hands  and  seaia,  certifying 
it  to  be  the  true  map  of  the  said  boundary,  and  par- 
ticulariiing  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Bcotia,  of  the  northwestemmost 
head  of  Connecticut  river,  and  of  such  other  pointi  of 
the  said  boundary  as  they  may  deem  proper.  And 
both  parties  agree  to  conaider  such  map  and  declara- 
tion aa  finally  and  conclusively  fixing  the  said  bonnd- 

Abticlx  6. 

Whereas,  by  the  former  Tresty  of  Peace,  that  portion 
nf  the  boundary  of  the  United  States,  from  the  point 
where  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude  atrikes  the 
river  Iroquois,  or  Cataraquy,  to  the  Lake  Superior  was 
doelared  to  be,  **  Along  the  middle  of  said  river  into 
JLake  Ontario,  through  the  middle  of  said  lake  until  it 
atrikes  the  communication  by  water  between  that  lake 
•ad  Lake  Erie;  thence,  along  the  middle  of  aaid  com- 
munication* into  Lake  Erie,  through  the  middle  of  said 


other  Commiasioner  shall  hnve  m  fdassdL  dedaiit 
omitted  to  act,  aa  the  caee  amy  be.    And  if  tWCes 
missioner  so  refusing,  deeltniog,  or  eBil%  fe  et, 
shall  also  vrilfhily  omit  to  atnte  the  grouodi  ^m  ma 
he  has  so  done,  in  such  mnnner  that  tkraitf  A» 
ment  may  be  referred  to  such  firiendlj&inBiflc 
State,  together  with  the  roport  of  nich  dkCmmk- 
aioner,  then  such  8overeig:ii  or  State  AikAa 
parte  upon  the  eaid  report  nlonc^  and  Hilmik 
majesty  and  the  Government  of  the  Unini tee- 
gage  to  consider  the  decieion  of  such  6ieii^iM» 
etgn  or  State  to  be  final  and  condnsive  oa  alka^ 
ten  so  reforred. 

AjlTICXiB  4. 


(l)Two 


(S)  nnleas  otherwise  specified  in  the  pmet  «^ 


(3)  1788 


(4)  And  in  the  event  of  the  said  tvo 
ers  differing,  or  both  or  either  of  then  ie£Hi)t>^ 
dining,  or  wilfully  omitting  to  act»  sueh  itfetit^ 
laratbns,  or  statements,  ihall  be  made  hj  tkes4  < 
either  of  them,  and  such  reference  to  a  bvnSij  dtw- 
eign  or  State,  f hall  be  made  in  all  respedi  u'u^ 
latter  part  of  the  third  article  is  contauwd,  lo^  a' 
full  a  manner  as  if  the  same  was  herein  lepeitt^ 


AuTicu  6. 
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le,  ontil  il  airivci  mi  Um  water  oomaiiiiiiGatioii  into 

>  l»mkm  Huron ;  UMnoe,  throngb  the  middle  of  nid 
:e  to  the  water  commnnipation  between  that  lake 
1  Lmke  Saperior."  And  whereai  doobte  have  ariaen 
at  uraa  the  middle  of  aaid  ri^er,  lakee,  and  water 
amiuucatione,  and  whether  certein  ialanda  lying  in 

>  same  were  within  the  dominions  of  Hie  Britannic 
ijest J  or  of  the  United  Stetes :  Ih  order,  therefore, 
ally  to  decide  theae  guutionst  (1)  they  ahall  be 
red  te  (2)  three  Commiaaionera,  to  be  appointed, 
om,  (fMitaiit  mtUandU)  and  auUiorised  to  act,  ez- 
ly  in  the  manner  directed  with  respect  to  thoeemen* 
ned  in  the  next  preceding  article.  (3)  The  said 
immissioners  shall  meet,  in  the  first  instence,  at  — — , 
d  shall  have  power  to  adjonm  to  each  other  place  or 
^ces  as  thej  diall  think  fit.  The  said  Commimon- 
B,  or  a  majority  of  them,  ehall,  by  a  (4)  declaration, 
ider  their  handa  and  scab,  designate  the  boandaiy 
rough  the  said  river,  Iskee,  and  water  communica- 
ms,  and  decide  to  which  of  the  two  contracting  par* 
m  the  several  ialands  lying  within  the  said  rivers, 
kea,  and  water  commnnications,  do  respectively  be« 
agf  in  conformity  with  the  true  intent  of  the  (6) 
rmer  Treaty  of  reaee*  And  both  parties  agree  to 
insider  anch  (6)  decision  aa  final  and  condosive.  (7) 

Abtic&s  6* 

■ 

It  is  farther  agreed,  that  the  said  (1)  last  metttioned 
ommissloners,  after  they  shall  have  exeented  the  do- 
ss aesigned  to  them  in  the  preceding  article,  shall  be, 
id  they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  are  hereby,  anthoriied, 
>on  their  oaths,  impartially  to  fix  and  detormine,  a^- 
•rding  to  the  tme  intent  of  the  aaid  former  (S)  Treaty 
'  Peace,  that  part  of  the  boandary  between  thedomii»- 
Ds  of  the  two  Powers,  which  extende  from  the  water 
MBinanication  between  Lake  Hmon  and  Lake  8ape- 
ofx  to  the  moat  northweetem  point  of  the  Lake  of  the 
/oods ;  to  decide  to  which  of  the  two  partiee  the  aevi- 
al  islanda  lying  in  the  lakee,  water  oommnnicatione, 
id  rivers,  forming  the  said  bonndary,  do  respectively 
»long,  in  coofbrmity  with  the  tnitf  intent  of  the  eaid 
wmer  Treaty  of  Peace,  (S)  and  to  cause  each  parte  of 
IS  aaid  bonndaiy  as  require  it  to  be  surveyed  and 
larked.  The  said  Commiarioneis,  or  a  majority  of 
lem,  shall,  by  a  (4)  dioclanition  under  their  handa  and 
eals,  designato  the  boundary  aforeaaid, stete  theirdo- 
bions  on  the  (5)  queetione  thus  referred  to  them,  and 
articularize  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  most 
orthwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  of 
iich  other  (6)  painte  on  the  said  boundary  as  they 
lay  deem  proper.  And  both  parties  agree  to  consider 
ach  (7)  decision  as  final  and  conclusive.  (8) 

Akticlx  7. 

The  several  Boarda  of  (1)  Commissioners  mentioned 
D  the  four  preceding  srtidee  shall,  respectively,  have 
lower  to  appoint  a  secreteiy,  and  to  employ  such  snr- 
eyors  or  other  persons  as  they  shall  judge  neceesaiy. 
)upUcates  of  (2)  their  respective  (3)  dedarationa  (4) 
ind  deciaions  of  the  etatement  (6)  of  their  accounte  and 
\t  the  journal  of  their  proceedings,  shall  be  delivered 
»y  them  to  the  agente  of  His  Briunnic  Msjeety,  and 
he  agente  oi  the  United  Stotes,  who  may  be  respect- 
vely  appointed  and  authorixed  to  manage  the  bnsinees 
m  behsif  of  their  respective  Governments.  The  said 
Ciommiasioneni  shall  be  respectively  paid  in  such  man- 
ler  as  shall  be  agreed  between  the  two  (6)  paitiei»sach 


re-       (1)  donhte 


(2)  two 


(8)  nnleas  otharwiso  specified  in  this  prosant  ntialt. 

(4)  report  or 

(ft)  said  tieaty  of  1788. 

(8)  deeignataon  and 

(7)  And  in  the  event  of  the  aaid  two  Commlssioiierv 
diiforing,  or  both,  or  either  of  them,  refusing,  declining, 
or  wilfiilly  omitting  to  act,  such  reporte,  declaration% 
or  statemeate  shall  be  mads  by  them,  or  either  of  them, 
and  eneh  reforence  to  a  fiiendly  Sovereign  or  Stete 
shall  be  made,  in  all  reepects,  as  in  the  latter  part  at 
the  third  artide  b  contained,  and  in  as  full  a 
as  if  the  same  was  herein  repeated. 


Aanoui  8. 


(l)two 


(8)  pf  1788 


(3)  of  1788 

(4)  report  Of 
(6)  pointe 

(6)  parte  of 

(7)  designation  and 

(8)  And  in  the  event  of  the  said  two  Commiadonen 
difiering,  or  both,  or  dther  of  them,  refudng,  dediningi 
or  wilfully  omitting  to  act,  such  reports,  dedarationa. 
or  stetemente  shall  be  made  by  them,  or  either  of  them, 
and  such  reference  to  a  friendly  Sovereign  or  State 
shall  be  made,  in  dl  respecto,  as  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  third  artide  is  contoined,  and  in  aa  fiUl  a  manner 
aa  if  the  same  waa  herein  repeated* 


AnTicui  7. 


(1) 


(8)  all    QS)  i^orte    (4)  •tatamente 
(ft)  and 


(8)  contiafiitiBg 
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agreement  being  to  be  settled  at  the  time  of  the  ez- 
ehange  of  the  ratificationa  of  this  treaty.  And  all  other 
eipenses  attending  the  said  commissions  shall  be  de- 
Irayed  (7)  jointly  by  the  two  parties,  the  wane  being  (7)  eqnal^ 
premoualy  aaeerUUned  and  allowed  by  the  mtgorit^  of 
the  Commi»wmer9>  And  in  the  case  of  death,  sick- 
ness, resignation,  or  necessaiy  absence,  the  place  of 
ereiT  such  Commissioner,  respectively,  shsU  be  sup- 
plied in  the  same  manner  as  euch  Commissioner  was 
fint  appointed ;  and  the  new  Commissioner  shall  take 
the  same  oath  or  affirmation,  and  do  the  same  duties. 

It  is  further  agreed  between  the  two  (8)  partiea,  that  (8) 
in  case  any  of  the  ielands  mentioned  in  any  of  the  pre- 
ceding articles  which  were  in  the  possession  of  one  of 
the  partiee  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  present 
war  between  the  two  countries,  should,  by  the  dedsion 

of  any  of  the  Boards  of  CommisBioBen  afoiesaid,  (9)  (0)  or  of  Ibe  8ovefeiga  or 
iiu  wtlW  the  deminioos  of  the  other  psrty,  aU  grants  many  of  the  piooeding 
of  land  made  previoos  to  that  time  br^  party  having 
hid  ooch  pessasaon»  sfadi  be  as  valid  as  if  soch  isfend 
or  iiloiids  had,  by  eoeh  decirion  or  decisions^  been  ad- 
jadged  to  be  within  the  dominioBB  of  the  party  havag 
liad.siich  poasemion. 


AomoLB  %• 

M  u  agreed  that  aiinadmwn  due  north  or  aouih, 
(oB  the  eate  may  beA  from  the  mott  northwutem 
fdni  of  the  Lakeofthe  Woode,  until  it  shaiimierteet 
ihefortv^ninth  parallel  of  north  latitude^  and  from  the 
point  ofeueh tnteraeetiont due weet  aUmgandwith  the 
said  paraUelt  shall  be  the  dividing  Une  between  Hie 
J^eetife  territoriee  and  thoee  of  the  United  Statee  to 
ike  weetward  of  the  eaid  lake,  ae  far  a»  the  aaid  re- 
epeetive  territories  extend  in  that  quarter,  and  that  the 
mod  Une  shall  to  thai  extent  form  the  southern  boun- 
dary of  His  Mafesty's  said  territories,  and  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  said  territories  of  the  United  States: 
Promded,  that  ntdhing  m  the  present  article  shall  be 
construed  to  extend  to  the  northwest  coast  of  America, 
or  to  the  territories  belonging  to,  or  ciaimei  by,  either 
party  en  the  continent  of  America  to  the  wmHomd  af 
the  Stony  Mountains. 


SB  a. 


The  United  States  of  Aaieeiea.  engage  to  put  em  end, 
immediately  after  the  lotHWiatiwi  of  tiM  pfoeeaC  treaty 
to  hostilities  with  all  the  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians 
with  whom  they  may  be  at  War  st  the  time  of  auch 
ratification,  and  forthwith  to  restore  to  such  tribes  or 
nations  respectiTely  all  the  possessions,  righte,  and 
privileges,  which  they  may  have  enjoyed  or  been  enti- 
tled to,  in  1811,  previous  to  such  hostilities. 

Provided,  always.  That  such  tribes  or  nations  shall 
agree  to  desist  fifom  aH  hostilities  against  the  United 
States  of  America,  their  citizens  and  aubjeots,  upon 
the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty  being  notifiea  to 
each  tribes  or  nations,  and  shall  so  desist  accordingly. 

And  His  Britannic  Majesty  engages  on  his  part  to 
pat  an  end,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the 
present  treaty,  to  hostilities  with  aH  the  tribes  or  na- 
tions of  Indians  with  whom  he  msy  be  at  war  at  Uie 
time  of  such  ratification^  and  forthwith  to  loitoio  to 
auch  tribes  or  nations  lespeottvely  all  the  posBowioDi, 


It  is  sgreed  that  a  line  diwea  duo  west  bm  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  along  for^-ointh  paraUd  of  Mth 
latitiido,  shall  bo  lbs  lino  of  deoiaication  bsensHs 
Britannic  Mi^sety's  tenitorioB  and  tliooo  of  AtlAied 
StaliSB  to  the  weslwBfd  of  the  and  loko^  so  fer  si  Ae 
lomileiies  of  the  UnitedStateo  wtond  in  thstfsaMr; 
aad  the  arid  lino  shaHto  that  neat,  jaw  tbsssaihwi 
bomdaiv  of  Hia  Britanie  UajoUi^  tom^ma,  soi 
the  BOrtbem  bonndaiy  of  the  tenatanoo  ef  As  Gsitsrf 
States.  It  being  ahirayo  diatiDotfy  iindsiitinil.  Ast 
nothing  in  the  pnesiait  artiale  Aall  faooaaatrasitftv- 
tend  to  *e  nmithweat  ooastof  Asoiion,  er  to  isn 
beisBghjg  <o,  or  daimod  by,  eithor  pni^  on  the 
nent  of  Ansswea  weatwonl  of  llioatainrMoan__  . 
(and  it  is  fiirther  agreed  the  oolyaels  c#  Ifii  Britaaair 
liajeey  shay  at  alf  tjmm  ham  mBeom)AwmHm  Brie- 
anflm  ifi^e^y'a  tsnritoiloB,  by  land  or  nisBd  i 
Ikn,  into  <ho  afiireaaid  teratoms  sf  the  Uoitod 
to  the  liver  Missiasippi,  wtUi  ikstt  goods,  cfiedi, 
■HTchandiee,  and  that  Bin  Britsnie  Maiarty's 
joeta  ahaU  have  and  -rnjiryHio  fnrn  iw  ■gialMn  irf  Ihr 
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hUf  and  priviiegei,  which  thef  msj  htve  enjoyed  or 
n  entitled  to  in  1811,  preTioue  to  rach  hoetilitiei. 
^ravdded,  ahoay^  That  each  tribes  or  netiont  ihall 
ee  to  desist  from  ell  hostilities  sgeinst  His  Britan- 
Majesty  and  hts  subjects,  vpon  the  ratification  of 
presMnt  treaty  being  notified  to  such  tribes  or  na- 
s,  and  shall  so  desist  accordingly. 

Abticls  10. 

[is  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  ahall, 
ill  the  means  in  their  power*  restrain  the  Indians 
ig  within  their  respective  dominions  firom  commit^ 
\  hoatilities  against  the  territoiy.  dtiaens,  or  sah> 
a  of  the  other  perty.  And  both  Powers  also  agree, 
i  mutually  pledge  themselves,  if  at  any  time  war 
aid  unhappily  break  oat  between  them,  not  to  em- 
f  any  Indians,  nor  to  admit  of  their  aid  and  co- 
ration  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  against  the 
er  party. 

Abticls  11. 

Sach  party  shall  eflbctually  exdade  from  its  naval 
.  commercial  service  all  seamen,  seafaring  or  other 
lODS,  subjects  or  dtiaens  of  the  other  perty,  not 
uralised  by  the  respective  Governments  of  the  two 
ties  before  the  —  day  of  ^ 
ieamon  or  other  persons,  subjects  of  either  party, 
>  shall  desert  fnnn  public  or  private  ships  or  veiH 
,  shell,  when  found  within  the  jurisdiction  of  either 
7,   be  surrendered,  provided  they  be  demanded 

lin from  the  time  of  their  desertion. 

To  person  whatever  shall,  upon  the  high  seas,  and 
lout  the  jurisdictton  of  dther  party,  be  demanded 
iken  out  of  any  ship  or  vessd  belonging  to  the  sob* 
I  or  dtixens  of  one  of  the  parties,  1^  t^e  public  or 
ato  armed  ships  or  vessels  belonging  to,  or  in  the 
ice  of  the  other,  unless  such  peison  be  at  the  time  in 
actual  employment  of  an  enemy  of  such  other  party, 
^hia  artide  shall  continue  in  force  for  the  term  of 
-  y  oars.  Nothing  in  this  artide  contained  shall  be 
■traed  thereafter  to  a£Bwt  or  impair  the  rights  of 
er  party. 

Abticu  18. 

r  either  of  the  contracting  partiee  shall  hereafter  be 
aged  in  war  against  any  third  Power,  to  which  war 
other  of  the  parties  shall  remain  neutral,  it  is  agreed 
t  every  veesel  of  the  neutral  party,  sailing  for  a  port 
place  belonging  to  the  enemy  of  the  bell^rent^ 
tiont  knowing  that  the  same  ia  beaieged,  blcK^aded, 
ivested,  may  be  tamed  away  from  such  port  or  place, 
shall  not  be  detained,  nor  her  eaigo,  if  not  contra- 
d,  be  confiscated,  unless,  after  such  notice,  die 
U  again  attempt  to  enter;  but  she  shall  be  permit- 
to  go  to  any  other  p«vt  oi  place  she  may  think 
per.  Nor  shall  any  vcesd  or  goods  of  either  party, 
t  may  have  entered  into  auch  port  or  place  hefbre 
same  was  bedeged,  blockaded,  or  invested  by  the 
ur,  and  be  found  therein  after  the  reduction  or  sur- 
fer of  such  place,  be  liable  to  confiscation,  but  shall 
restored  to  the  pniprietoni  thenof ;  and  in  order  to 
srmine  what  cnaracterixes  a  blockaded  port,  that 
lOmination  is  given  on^  to  a  port  where  there  i% 
the  dispodtion  of  the  Power  which  attadu  it  with 
>a  atationary  or  auffidently  near,  an  evident  danger 
altering. 

AnTiCLi  13. 

t  is  agreed  that  indemnity  shall  be  made  by  His 
tannic  Majesty  to  the  dtiieiis  of  the  United  States 


Asncfts  16. 


Abtxoli  11. 


IbedmittiUe* 


AtttMSIB  \% 


A0TXCS1B  19. 
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fat  an  liMMi  mod  damage  nutainad  by  them  diuiii(  ihm 
late  war  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  prior 
to  the  commencement  of  the  preaent  war,  by  reaaon  oi 
irregiilar  or  illegal  captaiea,  aei^rea,  or  condemnationa 
of  ▼eoMle  and  other  iiroperty,  under  color  of  aothority, 
contrary  to  the  known  and  eetabliahed  mlea  of  the  law 
ofnationa. 

And  it  11  alao  agreed,  that  indemnity  ahall  be  made 
hf  each  of  the  contracting  partlee  to  the  anlnectf  or 
atJaena  of  the  other  party,  f>r  all  loaMe  and  damagea 
aoatained  aubaequent  to  the  commencement  of  the 
preeent  war,  by  reaaon  of  the  aeixiire  or  condemnation 
of  the  TeHela  or  caigoea  belonging  to  the  aabjecta  or 
dtiiena  of  the  one  party,  which,  in  the  ordinary  coone 
of  commerce,  happened,  at  the  commencement  of  hoe> 
tilitiea,  to  be  in  the  porta  of  the  other  party,  and  by 
reaaon  of  the  deotmction  of  nnlbrtified  towna,  and  the 
pillage  or  destmction  of  private  property,  and  the  en- 
ticement and  carrying  away  of  negroea,  contrary  to  the 
known  and  eatabluhed  rulea  and  osagea  of  war  between 
dvilised  nations. 

It  ia  agreed  that,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the 
indemnitiea  due  by  each  contracting  party,  in  con* 
formity  with  the  proviaions  of  tbia  article,  Commia- 

aionen  ahall  be  appointed  in  the  following  manner,  Inadmianbl*, 

▼is :  one  CommiBaioner  ahall  be  named  by  Uia  Britan- 
nic Majeaty,  and  one  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  conaent  of  the  Ben- 
ate  thereof,  and  the  said  two  Commissionen  shall 
agree  in  the  choice  of  a  third ;  or,  if  they  cannot  agree, 
they  ahall  each  propoae  one  perMm,  and  of  the  two 
namca  ao  proposed  one  shall  be  taken  by  lot,  in  the 
preeence  of  the  two  original  Commiasionera,  and  the 
three  CommiMionera  thua  appointed  ahall  be  sworn, 
and  authorised,  and  empowered,  impartially  to  exam- 
ine into  all  such  daima  and  complainti,  and  to  deter- 
mine the  indemnitiea  which  may  be  justly  due  for  the 
aame. 

The  said  Commiaaionera  ahall  meet  at  •^^— ,  and 
ahall  haTe  power  to  adjourn  to  auch  other  place  or 
placea  aa  they  ahall  think  fit;  they  shall  also  have 
power  to  appoint  a  aecretaiy,  awear  and  examine  wit- 
neaae%  and  have  all  aasistance  and  facilities  neceasary 
to  effect  the  object  of  their  appointment 

The  award  of  the  aaid  Commisdoneia,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  ahall  in  all  cases  be  final  and  condusive,  both 
aa  to  the  justice  of  the  daim,  and  as  to  the  amount  of 
the  sum  to  be  paid  to  the  claimant  and  claimants. 

And  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States 
agree  and  undertake  to  cause  the  sums  so  awarded  to 
bo  due  by  them  respectively,  to  be  paid  in  apecie  to 
auch  claimant  and  daimanta  without  deduction,  and  at 
auch  place  or  places,  time  or  times,  as  ahall  be  awarded 
by  the  Commisnonen. 

Abttcu  14.  AwMift  14. 

It  ia  also  agreed,  that  no  person  or  peraona  rending 
within  the  dominiona  of  one  of  the  partiea,  who  may 
have  taken  part  with  the  oUier  par^  in  the  war  be- 
tween Graat  Britain  and  the  United  Btatea,  ahaU,  on 
that  account,  be  proaecuted,  molested,  or  annoyed, 
dther  in  hie  peraon  or  property,  and  that  all  auch  per- 
aona disposed  to  ramove  into  the  dominions  of  the 

other  party,  shall  be  diowed  the  term  of montha 

fredy  to  sell  their  property,  of  every  natura  and  de- 
icription  whatever,  and  to  ramove  accordingly 
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(1)  WidiingtOD,  with  til  practicable  dtupakch* 
(S)  Praetieabto. 


ThiB  Treaty,  when  the  same  shall  have  been  ratified 
»n  both  ndea,  and  tbe  retpeetive  ratificationi  mutually 
izchanged,  ihaU  be  binding  on  botb  parties,  and  the 
atificntions  shall  be  exchanged  at  (1)  .  in  the 

pace  of months  firom  this  day,  or  sooner  if  0o#- 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  respectiTe  Plenipolentia- 
iea,  have  signed  this  Treaty,  and  have  thereunto 
ffized  our  seals. 

Done  at  Ghent,  this——  day  of  ,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fiiurteen. 

draught  of  ariiek  to  be  iiuerted  immediaieiy  a/kr 
article  2  of  the  Ametiean  profei* 

All  prisoners  of  war,  taken  on  either  side,  as  well  by 
and  as  by  sea,  shall  be  restored  as  soon  as  practicable 
iier  the  ratifications  of  this  Treaty  shall  have  been  ez- 
hanged,  on  their  paying  the  debts  which  they  may 
lave  coDtracted  during  their  captivity.  The  two  oon- 
racting  parties  respectively  engage  to  discharge  in 
ipecue  tbe  advances  which  may  have  been  made  by  the 
•ther,  for  the  sustenance  and  maintenance  of  such 
^rifloners. 

True  copy  of  the  profet  submitted  bv  the  American  to  the  British  Ministen ;  and  also  of  the  marginal 
hanges,  propositions,  and  remarks,  made  by  the  latter  on  returning  their  answer  to  the  American  Ministera^ 
lote  communicating  said  orofe^  of  a  Treaty. 

CHRISTOPHER  HUGHE8,  Ja., 
Steniary  of  American  MUtion  Extraordinary- 


No.  3. 
The  British  to  the  American  Ministers. 

Ohbnt,  Nooember  26,  1814. 

The  andersigned  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
he  note  and  profet  of  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  present- 
id  by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  lOih 
Dstant. 

The  undersigned  are  of  opinion  that  the  most 
sonvenieut  course  for  them  to  adopt  will  be  to  re- 
am this  profet,  with  their  marginal  alteratioos 
ind  suggestions  on  tbe  several  articles  of  which 
t  is  composed.  The  existing  differences  between 
he  two  Governments  will  thus  be  brought  more 
mmediateljr  in  view,  and  ii  is  hoped  that,  by 
sonfining  the  discussions  to  one  profet,  the  ne|?o- 
iations  m^y  sooner  be  brought  to  a  favorable 
•oociuston.  The  first  part  of  the  tenth  article 
appears  tg^  be  unnecessary,  and  the  stipulation 
soutained^^fl  the  whole  of  it  altogether  inadmis- 
lible.  Though  His  Majesty's  Government  sin- 
cerely hopes  that  a  renewal  of  the  war  between 
His  Majesty  and  the  United  States  may  be  far 
distant,  yet  the  undersigned  cannot  consent  to 
enter  into  any  engagement  as  to  what  shall  be 
the  conduct  of  their  Government  if  such  a  war 
should  unfortunately  occur. 

With  respect  to  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  ar- 
ticles, His  Majesty's  Government  has  strongly 
maoiiested  its  sincere  disposition  to  the  speray 
restoration  of  peace,  by  agreeing,  under  all  the 
present  circumstances,  to  conclude  the  treaty 
without  any  stipulation  on  tbe  points  to  whioh 
these  articles  relate*  No  advantage  can  arise  from 
entering  into  discussions,  upon  a  successful  re- 
sult of  which  the  American  Plenipotentiaries 


have  stated  more  than  once  that  they  will  not 
make  the  cooclnston  of  the  peace  at  all  to  depend. 

With  respect  to  the  thirteenth  article,  the  in- 
demnifications proposed  by  it,  as  applied  to  the 
actual  circumstances  of  the  war,  are  so  unprece- 
dented and  objectionable,  that  any  further  perse- 
verance of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  in 
requiring  them  is  not  anticipated  by  the  onder- 
ijigned  :  if,  however,  contrary  to  expectation,  in- 
demnifications of  this  kind  should  be  required,  all 
hope  of  bringing  the  negotiations  to  a  favorable 
issue  must  prove  abortive.  The  undersigned  are 
instructed  explicitly  to  declare  that  as  their  Gov- 
ernment makes  no  claim  on  account  of  losses  sua- 
taioed  by  British  subjects  arising  cut  of  a  war 
declared  by  the  United  States,  so  neither  can  their 
Government  agree  to  make  compensation  for 
losses  sustained  in  such  a  war  by  the  American 
people. 

The  UDdersigued  are,  however,  willing  to  agree 
to  a  stipulation  by  which  it  shall  be  provided  that 
the  courts  of  justice  in  each  country  shall  be  open 
to  tbe  just  demands  of  the  respective  people,  and 
that  no  obstruction  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  their 
recovery  of  the  rights,  claims,  or  debts  of  any  kind, 
respectively  due  or  belonging  to  them. 

With  respect  to  the  fourteenth  article,  the  un- 
dersigned &  not  concur  in  the  necessity  for  any 
such  stipulation  as  is  there  proposed. 

The  undersigned  think  proper  to  add  that,  with 
respect  to  tbe  particular  alterations  suggested  by 
them  in  various  articles  of  the  prqjet,  they  are 
ready  to  enter  into  such  explanations  as  mav  be 
required  of  them,  with  the  sineere  desire  or  ear 
deavoring  to  reconcile  the  pretensions  brought 
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forward  on  the  part  of  their  respective  QoTern* 
meats. 

The  uadersiirned  hare  forborne  to  Insist  apon 
the  hasis  of  liit  pauidUU^  to  the  advantage  of 
which  they  consider  their  country  fully  eoiitled. 
But  should  this  negotiation  terminate  in  a  way 
contrary  to  their  hopes  and  just  expectations,  they 
must  protest  against  any  claim  or  demand  being 
urged  by  the  American  QoTernment  in  any  future 
negotiation,  in  consequence  of  the  facilities  which 
Bis  Majesty's  Government  hare  now  shown 
themselves  willing  to  afford  to  the  speedy  resto- 
ration of  peace. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  the  pres* 
ent  opportunity  to  renew  to  the  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  United  States  the  assurances  of  their  high 
consideration. 

QAMBIBR, 

HENRY  GOULBURN, 

WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


No.  4. 
The  American  to  the  British  Ministers. 

Gbsnt,  Noosmher  30, 1814. 

The  undersigned  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
the  note  of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
26th  instaat,  together  with  their  marginal  altera- 
tions and  euggeations  on  the  several  artteles  of 
the  frojttoiu,  treaty  of  peace  proposed  by  the  un- 
dersigned. 

The  undersigned  consent  that  the  day  of  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  ha  substituted  to  that 
•f  the  signature  of  the  treaty  at  the  time  for  the 
cessation  of  hostilities,  aad  for  regulating  the  pe- 
nods  alter  which  prixes  at  sea  shall  be  restored : 
it  being  understood  that  measures  shall  be  adopt- 
ed for  a  speedy  exchange  of  ratifications,  and  that 
the  periods  in  the  second  article  shall  be  fixed  in 
a  manner  eorresponding  with  this  alteratioo. 

The  undersigoed  will  also  agree  to  the  new  ar* 
tiele  respecting  prisoaars,  and  to  the  mode  of  re- 
feeeaee  proposed  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
in  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  arti- 
ales,  instead  of  that  which  bad  been  proposed  by 
the  uadersigned.  But  in  order  to  prevent  delay, 
tlM]r  will  suggest  that  a  time  be  fixed  within 
which  the  Commissioners  shall  nuike  their  deoi- 
aionsaad  reports. 

They  will  decline  insisting  upon  the  tenth, 
twelfth,  and  fourteenth  articles,  aaa  upon  so  much 
of  the  thirteenth  article  as  relates  to  indemnities 
for  lottoi  aad  damages  sustained  subsequent  to 
the  eommeneement  of  the  present  war.  They 
wish  to  discuss  the  eases  of  vessels  and  property 
in  port  w|i«n  war  was  declared  or  known  ;  and 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  prorision 
sade  in  that  rasseet  hf  the  United  States.  They 
will  also  waive  the  residue  of  that  (the  thirteenth) 
article,  and  the  elevanch  article,  it  -being  onder- 
atood  that  the  rights  of  both  Powers  on  the  sub- 
ject ofeeamea,  and  the  claima  of  thecitixens  and 
inbjectB  of  tha  two  contracting  parties  to  indem* 
idties  for  losses  and  damages  sustained  prior  to 
^km  commencement  of  the  war,  simll  not  he  aieet» 
ad  or  impaired  by  the  omisMon  in  the  treaty  of 


any  specific  proviAon  with  respect  to  those  tv: 
subjects. 

ill  forbearing  to  insist  apon  tke  discosaes  a 
subjects  deeply  inrolTing  interests  ioportast  ii 
their  country,  and  upon  wbieh  the  ^ndenig^si 
view  the  proposals  offered  by  them  ^ cobs/ Jen- 
tion  as  founded  on  principles  the  aiost  modente 
and  conciliatory,  they  give  the  stroBftfiers/esee 
of  the  anxious  wish  of  their  Ooremmeftitfaat  the 
negotiation  should  be  brought  to  a  hapff  ooe. 

Sincerely  participating  in  the  desire  cs^esed 
by  the  BriiishPlenipoteniiariesof  endetrv^to 
reconcile  the  pretensions  of  both  GaTerBBn^ 
on  the  hw  subjects  remaining  for  disenisioSjik 
undersigned  have  also  as^eoted  to  whm  of  tbe^ 
terations  proposed  by  the  British  Plenipoteaiiane 
to  thoae  parts  of  the  prqfet  which  tliey  btre  u 
entirely  rejected.  To  some  of  these  nliefatioMih 
undersigned  are  compelled,  bf  their  datf ,  to  «• 
jeot.  They  have  already  stated,  mmd  now  le^ 
that,  whilst  requiring  of  Gkeat  Britnin  no  ssew 
whaierer,  the  Chiremment  of  the  Uaited  Sme 
has  not  anthorixed  tbeimdccsigBed  to  agree  lotif 
stipulation  involving  any  cession  of  lerrttorr.a 
the  dereliction  of  any  of  the  essential  dghtsof  t^ 
people  of  the  United  States. 

The  objections  of  the  undersigned  aieismeof 
the  alterations  suggested  by  the  British  Picaipo- 
tentiartes  in  the  nrst  article ;  to  some  partscf  liie 
preamble  of  the  third  article,  and  to  the  eig^U 
article ;  and  they  have  also  some  other  rerbil 
alterations  to  suggesL  They  request  a  cosfereoce, 
at  such  tifloe  and  plaee  as  mnjr  snit  cte  firjiislt 
Plenipotentiaries,  for  the  parpose  of  diseuHi^ 
those  points,  and  of  agreeing  on  the  phea  and 
time  left  ia  blank  in  seretal  of  the  nrticlsL 

The  undeisigned  renew  to  the  British  PWtt- 
potentiariefHhe  assurance  of  their  h^  eoaait' 
ration. 

JOHN  OXJINCYADAUS, 

JAMBS  A.  BATAft A 
HBNRY  CLAF, 
JON  ATflAIf  EOSS&U^ 
ALBSRT  GALLATIN. 

Extract  ef  a  law  of  the  United  States,  paassd  Jaly  B, 

18IS. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  emaated^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  S  utes  be,  and  1^  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  give,  at  any  time  withinsix  moatht 
after  the  passage  of  this  ae^  passports  for  thesaft 
transportation  of  any  ship^  or  other  property  be- 
longing to  British  subjects^  and  which  is  aoa 
within  the  limiu  of  the  United  States. 


No.  5. 
The  British  to  the  American  Miaistao. 

GaBRT,  November  90^  lait 
The  undersigned  havelhe  honor  toncknewle^ 
the  receipt  of  the  note  addressed  to  them  bf  ^ 
American  Plenipotentiaries,  and,  in  comptsi^ 
with  their  re^nest  for  a  eonfennoe,  shall  hel^t 
py  to  reoeive  them  at  the  ChariiesuE  «>-■«** 
at  12  o'eloek* 
The  nndcaigned  leqaeatihe  AaMrtaasPlMa- 
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tentiaries  to  tecept  the  Mtaraaee  of  their  hi|^h 

isideratioD. 

QAMBIBR, 

HBNRY  GOULBURN, 

WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


No.  6. 


iocoi  of  «  Gonfcrmioe  btid  the  lit  DMembcr,  181i» 

at  Ghent. 

V.t  a  confeceDce  held  this  dav,  the  Amerieao 
•oipoteDiiariee  proposed  the  tol lowing  allera- 
Ds  ID  their  prpfei^  as  amended  bf  the  British 
•nipotentiaries. 

Ist.  In  article  1,  strike  oat  the  alteration  eon* 
ing  of  the  words  "  belonging  to,"  and  **  taken 
"  and  prcser? e  the  orig insi  reading,  fix ;  ^  tak- 
by  either  parif  front  the  other.'' 
Phis  alteration  was  objected  to  bj  the  British 
inipotenturies,  and,  after  some  difcussioo.  re- 
fed  by  them  for  the  consideration  of  tneir 
vernment. 

Sd.  Transpose  alteration  constsdngof  the  words 
riginslljr  captured  in  the  said  ports  or  plaees, 
1  which  shall  remain  therein  upon  the  exchange 
the  ratific«itioos  of  this  treaty,"  after  the  words 
ablic  property."  Agreed  to  by  the  British 
(nipotentiaries. 
Id.  Article  2d.  The  term  to  be  fifteen  days  in 

Channel,  in  the  North  seas,  in  all  parts  of  the 
lantic  ocean  to  the  equinoctial  line  or  equator, 
I  in  all  parts  of  the  Mediterranean.  Two 
Dths  in  the  Atlantic  ocean  to  the  latitude  of 
pe  of  Qood  Hope,  and  three  months  in  all  other 
ts  of  the  world. 

n  lieu  of  this  alteration,  the  British  Plenipo- 
tiaries  proposed  the  following,  fix :  *^  That  all 
sels  and  effects,  which  may  be  taken  after  the 
ce  of  tweire  days  from  the  period  of  the  ex- 
mge  of  the  said  ratifications,  snd  all  parts  of 

coasts  of  North  America,  from  the  latitude 
twenty-three  degrees  north,  to  the  latitude  of 
ty-seven  degrees  north,  and  as  far  eastward  in 
!  Atlantic  ocean  as  the  sixty-thi'd  degree  of 
St  longitude  from  the  meridian  of  Qreeowieh. 
ill  be  re»tored  on  each  side.  That  the  time 
ill  be  thirty  davs  in  all  other  paru  of  the  At- 
tic ocean,  as  wr  eastward  as  the  entrance  of 

British  channel,  and  southward,  as  far  as  the 
linociial  line  or  equalor^and  the  same  time  for 

Oulf  of  Mexico  and  all  |>arts  of  the  West 
lies.  Forty  days  for  the  Briti-nh  channel  and 
i  North  seas.  The  same  time  for  all  parts  of 
i  Mediterranean,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
^s  for  all  other  parts  of  the  world  without  ex- 
Kion."  Which  was  reserved  by  the  American 
»ipotentiaries  for  consideration. 
Uh.  Article  3d.  After  the  words  **ali  islands 
thin  twenty  leagues  of,"  insert  '*aoy  p^rt  of," 
i  substiittte  **  points"  for  '*  point"  after  the 
irds  ^  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the.*'  Agreed 
by  the  British  Plenipoteoiisries. 
kh.  Articles.  Strike  out  the  words  *' whereas 
ims  hare  been  made  by  the  Grofcrnment  of  the 
ited  States  to  certain  islands  in  the  Bay  of 
ndy,"  and  insert,  **  whereas  the  aef  enti  islands 


in  the  Bay  of  Passamaquaddy.  which  is  part  of 
the  Bay  of  Pondy,  and  the  islaoa  of  Qtcat  Menani 
in  the  said  Bay  of  Fundy,  are  claimed  by  tha 
United  States  as  being  comprehended  within  their 
sfbresaid  boundaries."  Agreed  to  by  iht  British 
Plenipotentiaries. 

6th.  Article  7tfa.  In  the  alteration  consisting  of 
the  words  '*  or  of  the^Sor ereign  or  State  so  refer- 
red, to  as  in  naany  of  the  preceding  artieles  eo»» 
taiiiedy"  sobstitate  ^*any"  to  ^*many." 

Not  insuted  on,  the  British  Plenipoteatiariea 
consenting  to  subsiitute  the  words,  "  the  foar 
next."  for  the  marginal  word%  *^  many  of  the." 

7ttt.  Articles  3, 4^  fi^  and  6,  nroride  that  the  de- 
cision of  the  CommissioBeis  shall  be  isade  within 
a  limited  time.  Objeeted  to  by  the  British  Plea- 
ipotentiaries. 

8th.  Article  8ih.  Snbatitote  after  the  words 
"  to  the  westward  of  the  said  lake  so  far  as,"  the 
words  ^  their  said  respective  territories,"  iaatead 
of  the  words  *'  the  territories  of  the  United  Stales." 
Agreed  to  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries. 

9th.  Article  8th.  Strike  out  from  the  words 
^  and  it  is  further  agreed"  to  the  end.  Reserred 
by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  for  the  consider* 
acion  of  their  Qovernment. 

lOih.  The  American  Plenipotentiaries  also 
proposed  the  following  amendment  to  article  Stk 
viz:  ""  The  inhabitanu  of  the  United  States  shall 
continue  to  enjoy  the  liberty  to  take^  dry,  and  cure 
fish  in  plaoes  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
Qreat  Britain,  as  secured  by  the  former  treaty  of 
peace ;  and  the  navigation  of  the  rir er  Mississip* 
pi  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Smtes  shall  remain  free  and  open  to  the  subjeeu 
ol  Qreat  Britain,  in  the  manner  secured  by  the 
said  treaty ;  and  it  is  further  agreed,  that  the  sab* 
jects  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  shall,  at  all  timc^ 
tiave  access  from  such  place  as  maj;  be  seleeteo 
for  that  purpose  in  His  Britannic  Majcaty'a  afor»» 
said  territories,  west,  and  within  three  hoadfed 
miles  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  »  the  aforesaid 
territories  of  the  United  Stales,  to  tfato  river  Mi*' 
sissippi,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  aav* 
igation  of  that  river  with  their  goods,  effects,  and 
merctiandise,  whose  importation  into  the  said 
States  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited,  on  the 
payment  of  the  same  duties  as  would  be  payable 
on  Che  importaiioa  of  the  same  into  the  Atlantia 
poru  of  the  said  Stales,  and  on  conforming  with 
the  usual  custom-house  regulations." 

This  amendment  was  left  with  the  British 
Plenipoteniiaries  for  consideration. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  also  intinaaied 
their  willingness  to  omit  article  8th  altogether,  if 
that  coarse  should  appear  more  advisable  to  the 
British  Plenipotentiaries. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  further  pro* 
posed,  in  conformity  with  their  note  of  Novem- 
ber 3U,  indemnification  for  ships  detained  in  Brit- 
ish ports  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  and  af- 
terwards condemned ;  Which  was  resisted  by  the 
British  Pleuipotentiaries. 

After  much  diicussion  on  this  point,  the  con- 
ference was  adjourned.  * 

CURiSTOPHfiR  HUQHSS,  Jus. 
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Pr&toool  of  Ctmftrmu  nn  Deeember  10»  1814. 

The  protocol  of  the  preeediag  eooferenee  held 
on  the  l8t  instmnt  wis  settled. 

The  British  PleDipotentiaries  stated  that  their 
GbrernraeDt  could  not  coDseot  or  omit  the  words 
in  article  Ist,  "  beloogiog  to  either  party  and  ta- 
ken by  the  other,"  aoless  some  modification  shoold 
be  introduced,  either  hj  excepting  from  mutual 
restitution  all  those  territories  which  are  made  by 
any  articles  of  the  treaty  the  subject  of  reference 
to  Commissioners,  or  by  excepting  the  Passama- 
quoddy  islands  alone. — Received  by  the  Ameri- 
can Plenipotentiaries  for  consideration. 

The  British  PlenipoteatiaHes  then  stated  that, 
with  respect  to  the  8th  article,  their  Cbvernment 
olfered  in  lieu  of  the  American  proposals  to  retain 
the  Amended  anicle  as  far  as  the  words,  "  Stony 
mountains,"  and  insert  the  following  stipulation : 

«  His  Britannic  Majesty  agrees  to  enter  into 
negotiation  with  the  United  States  of  America, 
respecting  the  terms,  conditions,  and  resolations 
unoer  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
States  shall  have  the  liberty  of  taking  fish  on  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  coast  of  Newfoundland,  and  other 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in  North 
America,  and  of  drying  and  curing  fish,  in  the  un- 
settled  bhys,  harbors,  and  creeks  of  Nora  Scotia, 
Magdalen  islands,  and  Labrador ;  as  stipulated  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1783,  in  consideration  of  a  fair  equivalent  to  be 
agreed  upon  between  His  Majesty  and  the  said 
United  Slates,  and  granted  by  the  said  United 
States,  for  such  liberty  as  aforesaid." 

"The  United  States  of  America  agree  to  enter 
into  negotiation  with  His  Britannic  Majesty  re- 
specting the  terms,  conditions,  and  regulations  un- 
der which  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi 
from  its  source  to  the  ocean,  as  stipulated  in  the 
•ighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  shall  remain  free 
and  open  to  the  sobjeeu'of  Qreat  Britain,  in  con- 
aideration  of  a  fair  equivalent,  to  be  amed  upon 
between  His  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  and 
ipraated  by  His  Majesty."— Received  by  the  Amer- 
lean  Plenipotentiaries  for  consideration. 

In  the  7ih  article  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
proposed  after  the  words*' all  grants  or  land  made 
previous  to,"  to  omit  the  words  "  to  that  time," 
and  insert  ^  previous  to  the  oommencemeat  of  the 
war;"  so  that  the  line  would  read,  ''all  grants  of 
land  made  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
war."-*- Agreed  to. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  proposed  the  in- 
sertion of  the  following  article  relative  to  the  slave 
trade: 

"Whereas  the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irreconcilable 
with  the  principles  of  humanity  and  justice,  and 
whereas  both  His  Majesty  and  the  United  States 
are  desirous  of  continuing  their  efforts  to  promote 
its  entire  abolition,  it  is  hereby  agreed,  that  both 
the  contracting  parties  shall  exert  every  means 
in  their  power  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  ob- 
ject."—Received  for  consideration. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing provision : 

"That  the^  Citizens  or  subjects  of  eaeh  of  the 
eoBtiaetiag  parties  niay  reeiptocally  aue  in  ttfe 


courts  of  the  other,  and  shall  meet  with  no  ia- 
pediment  to  the  recovery  of  all  such  estate^  ri^ 
properties  or  securities  as  may  be  doe  to  them  bf 
the  laws  of  the  country  in  whose  courts  thejMd 
sue." — Received  for  consideratioD. 

The  British  Plenipotentiaries  profgsei  ia  the 
preamble  to  the  prof et  of  the  treaty,  to  oaiii  the 
words  "Admiral  of  the  White  suquadrts^'tod  in- 
sert ^Male  Admiral  of  the  White,  novidmiiaJ 
of  the  Red"  in  lieu  of  them.     Agreed  is. 

The  American  Plehipotentiaries  ststci  tkst 
possibly  doubts  might  arise  as  co  the  geogn^sijeal 
accuracy  of  the  words  at  the  bc^tanioe  ti(  tk 
eighth  article,  "a  line  drawn  dae  west  froate 
Lake  of  the  Woods,  along  the  fortyniinth  parb- 
lel  of  north  latitude," 

It  was  agreed  that  an  alteration  should  htvaak 
to  guard  against  such  possible  iaacearacf . 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  proposed  tk 
following  alteration  in  the  draught  delivered  ts 
them  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  relatinsi 
the  manner  of  filling  up  the  blanks  ia  article  li; 
**  extend  the  term  of  twelve  days  to  fifty-six  d^ 
rees  north  latitude,  and' to  the  chirty-siztk  wtfi 
bttgitude." 

'^ Include  the  British  and  Irish  chanadf  is  tie 
term  of  thirty  days.  Inclode  the  Balik  is  the 
term  of  forty  days.  Instead  of  the  term  osc  boa- 
dred  and  fifty  days,  insert  sixty  days  for  tbe  At- 
lantic as  far  as  the  latitude  of  Cape  of  Good 
Hope ;  ninety  days  for  every  other  part  of  tbe 
world  south  of  the  equator;  oae  hundred  sad 
twenty  days  for  all  other  parts  of  the  world.' 

The  conference  then  ended. 

CHRISTOPHER  HUQHBS,  Jl, 
SecreUary  ^  Anferiean  Mmim. 
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Prcioeol  of  Confetenee  on  DeeemUr  IS,  1814. 

The  protocol  of  the  preceding  eoaferenee  hehi 
on  the  10th  instant  was  setded. 

Alter  ranch  discussion  relative  to  the  first  and 
eighth  articles,  the  eonfereace  eaded  by  the  Amer- 
ican Plenipotenuries  undertaking  to  letnm  an  an- 
swer in  writing  to  the  propontioaa  hroaght  for- 
ward by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  at  the  Isst 
conference.  C.  HUGHES,  Ja. 

Secrdary  of  Ammean 


No.  7. 
N6ie»  virUien  efiet  the 


Comfirtmoe  ytk 


Gbbht,  December  14,  ISll 

The  undersigned  having  considered  the  pispo- 
sittons  offered  in  the  conference  of  the  1^  a- 
stant  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  few 
subjects  which  remain  to  be  adjusted,  now  hare 
the  honor  of  making  the  commnnication  wkick 
they  promised. 

The  first  of  them  relates  to  the  matnal  lesMH 
tion  of  the  territory  taken  by  either  parif  ^ 
the  other  during  the  war.  In  admitting  thi^7ri&- 
ciple,  which  the  undersigned  had  repeated/ ^ 
clared  to  be  the  only  one  upon  which  thcf  wtie 
anthorixed  to  treat,  the  Britiah  PlenipoKinno 
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id  «l  first  proposed  an  aUeratioii  w  ihe  aHicIe 
rered  by  the  aodenigoed,  HmiliDg  the  ttipala- 
>n  of  restoring  territory  taken  doriag  the  war 
territory  beloogiD|^  to  the  Ptrty  from  which  it 
as  taken.  The  objeetion  or  the  undersigned  to 
is  alteration  was,  that  a  part  of  the  territory 
us  taken  being  claimed  by  both  parties,  and 
ade  a  subject  of  reference  by  the  treaty,  the  al- 
ration  would  leave  it  in  the  power  of  one  party 
judge  whether  any  portion  of  territory  taken 

him  during  the  war  did  or  did  not  belong  to 
e  other  piirty,  laying  thereby  in  the  very  instni- 
eni  of  pacification  the  foundation  of  an  imcne* 
ate  understanding  the  moment  that  inatrument 
lould  be  carried  into  execution. 
The  British  Plenipotentiaries  have  now  pro- 
ved to  omit  the  words  originally  offered  by 
lem,  provided  that  the  Passaroaquoddy  islands 
loald  alone  be  excepted  from  the  mutual  resti- 
icion  of  territory* 

The  consent  of  the  undersigned  to  this  solitary 
Eception,  if  founded  on  the  alleged  right  of  Qreat 
ritain  to  those  islands,  might  be  eonstrued  as  an 
D  plied  adminion  of  a  better  title  on  her  part  than 
1  that  of  the  United  States,  and  would  Beee»- 
irily  afieet  iheir  claim.  The  only  ground  for 
le  exception  coosisu  in  the  all^lion  of  the 
ritish  Plenipoteatiarica,  that  Qteat  Britain  had, 
aring  some  period  subsequent  to  the  treaty  of 
sace  of  1783,  exercised  jurisdiction  over  those 
lands,  and  that  the  United  States  had  subee- 
aently  occupied  them  contrary  to  the  remon* 
ranees  of  the  British  Gbvernment,  and  before 
le  question  of  title  had-  been  adjusted. 

Under  these  considerations  the  undesigned,  un- 
rilling  to  prevent  the  coneluaion  of  the  Treaty  of 
'eace,  will  take  upon  themselves  the  responsi- 
tUty  of  agreeing  to  the  exception  propofed,  with 
provision  that  the  claim  or  the  United  States 
lall  not  thereby  in  any  manner  be  affected.  The 
ndersigned  have  accordingly  prepared  a  clause 
I  that  effeet,  and  which  provides,  also,  that  the 
smporary  possession  may  not  be  converted  into 
ermanent  oecnpaney.  They  had  agreed  to  the 
Iteration  proposed  by  the  British  Ptenipotentia- 
fes  in  the  mode  of  refeieace  of  the  seveml  bonn« 
aries  and  country  in  dispute,  under  the  ezpeeta- 
ion  that  the  proposed  exception  to  a  general  res- 
>ration  would  not  be  insisted  on ;  and  they  will 
dd  that  the  objeetion  to  the  temporary  posses- 
ton  by  Great  Britain  of  the  Passamaqnoddy  isla- 
nds would  be  considerably  lessened  by  adopting 
,  mode  of  reference,  which  would  insure  a  speedy 
nd  certain  decision. 

To  the  stipulation  now  proposed  by  the  British 
Meoipotentiaries  as  a  substitute  for  the  last  para- 
[raphof  theeighth  article, the  undcrsinged  cannot 
ccede. 

The  proposition  made  respecting  the  navigation 
if  the  Mississippi,  in  the  alteration  first  proposed 
)y  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  to  that  article,  was 
inexpected.  In  their  note  of  the  31st  of  October 
key  had  stated  that  they  had '  brought  forward, 
n  their  note  of  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  all 
he  propositions  which  they  had  to  offer ;  and  that 
labjeet  was  not  mentioned  either  in  thialast  men- 


tioned note,  or  in  the  first  conference  to  which  it 
referred,  la  order  to  obviate  any  difficulty  aria-  - 
ing  from  a  presumed  connexion  between  that 
subject  and  that  of  the  bounder v  proposed  by  the 
eighth  article,  the  undersigned  expressed  their 
willingness  to  omit  the  article  altogether.  For 
the  purpose  of  meeting  what  they  believed  to  be 
the  wishes  of  the  British  Qoveroment,  they  pro- 
posed the  insertion  of  an  article  which  should 
recognise  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  the  navi- 
gation of  that  river,  and  that  of  the  United  Slates 
to  a  liberty  in  certaia  fisheries,  which  the  British 
Government  considered  as  abrogated  by  the  war. 
To  such  an  article,  which  they  viewed  as  merely 
declaratory,  the  undersigned  bad  no  objection, 
and  have  offered  to  accede.  They  do  not,  how« 
ever,  want  any  new  article  on  either  of  those  snh> 
jects;  they  have  offered  to  be  silent  with  regard 
to  both.  To  the  stipulation  now  proposed,  or  any 
other,  abandoning,  or  implying  the  abandonment 
of  any  right  in  the  fisheries  claimed  by  the  United 
States,  they  cannot  subscribe.  As  a  stipulation 
merely  that  the  parties  will  hereafter  negotiate 
concerning  the  subiects  in  question,  it  appeara 
also  unnecessary.  Yet  to  an  engagement,  couched 
in  general  terms,  so  as  to  embrace  all  the  subjects 
of  difference  not  yet  adjusted,  or  so  expressed  aa 
to  imply  in  no  manner  whatever  an  abandonment 
of  any  right  claimed  by  the  United  States,  the 
undersigned  are  ready  to  agree. 

Since  neither  of  the  two  additional  articles 
proposed  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  were 
included  amongst,  or  is  connected  with,  the  sub- 
jects previously  brought  forward  by  them,  it  is 
presumed  they  are  o£red  only  for  consideratioui 
as  embracing  objects  of  common  and  equal  inter- 
est to  both  parties.  The  undersigned  will  acoede 
to  the  substance  of  the  article  to  promote  the  ab- 
olition of  the  slave  trade.  They  cannot  admit 
the  other  article,  which  appears  to  them  unne- 
cessary ;  the  courts  of  the  United  Stales  will 
without  it  be  equally  open  to  the  claims  of  Brit- 
ish sulyects,  and  they  rely  that  without  it  the 
British  courts  will  be  equally  open  to  the  elaiiaa 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  renew  to  the  British  Plenipo- 
tentiaries the  assurance  of  their  high  considera- 
rauon.  JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 

JAMES  A.  BAYARD, 

HENRY  CLAY. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

To  the  PLBMiroTBicTiAXisa 

e^*  JSt  ArtfoiMie  Affl^festy,  ^. 

Such  of  the  islands  in  the  Bay  of  Passama- 
qnoddy as  are  elsimed  bv  both  parties,  shall  re- 
main in  the  possession  ot  the  party  in  whose  oc- 
cupation they  may  be  at  the  time  of  the  exchauffe 
of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  until  the  de- 
ieision  respecting  the  title  to  the  said  islands  shall 
have  been  made  in  conformity  with  the  —  arti- 
cle of  this  treaty.  But  if  such  decision  shall  not 
have  taken  place  within  -*-—  years  after  the  ex- 
chanae  of  the  latifieations  of  this  treaty,  such 
islands  shall  be  icstorad  to,  and|  until  such  deci- 
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■ion  OMf  ttke  plMc,  tlwU  be  retained  by,  tbe  pnrty 
wbo  had  poenessioo  of  the  same  at  the  eommenee- 
Bcat  of  the  war.  No  disposition  made  by  this  trea- 
ty of  the  intermediate  pcNMession  of  the  islands aod 
territories  claimed  by  both  parties  shall,  in  any 
manner  whate?er,  be  constroed  to  afieet  the  right 
of  either. 


No.  8. 


Tbe  British  to  the  American  ICiniiters. 

QuMT,  X^^cember  22, 1814. 

The  undersigned  have  had  the  honor  to  receive 
the  note  of  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  dated 
on  the  14th  instant,  stating  tbeir  consent  to  ex- 
cept the  Passama^aoddy  islands  from  the  mutual 
restitution  of  territory  captured  during  the  war, 

grovided  the  claim  of  the  United  States  shall  not 
e  in  any  manner  affected  therebv. 

To  the  article  proposed  by  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries, so  far  as  it  is  adapted  to  thi2>  object, 
the  uttdersigfied  are  willing  to  agree ;  bat  they 
object,  as  Mfore  intimated  by  them,  to  that  {Mirt 
of  the  proposed  article  which  would  make  it  im- 
perative on  the  Commissioners  to  decide  the 
question  within  any  fixed  time,  trusting  that,  on 
tnis  head,  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  will  be 
satisfied  with  their  declaration,  that  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  His  Majesty's  GhiTernment  to  do  all 
that  belongs  to  them  to  obtain  a  decision  without 
loss  of  time.  The  projet  of  the  article  subjoined 
will  be  found  to  omit  the  clause  intended  to  en- 
force a  decision  within  some  limited  time,  and  to 
contain  a  slight  alteration  in  the  third  clause  by 
substituting  in  the  place  of  the  words  "interme- 
diate  possession"  the  words  **as  to  such  posses- 
sion.'' 

So  far  as  regards  the  sobetitotion  proposed  by 
the  undersigned  for  tbe  last  clause  or  the  eighth 
article^  as  it  was  offered  solely  with  the  hope  of 
attaining  tbe  object  of  the  amendment  tendered 
by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  at  the  eonfer- 
enee  of  the  1st  instant,  no  difficulty  wiU  be  made 
in  withdrawing  it 

The  undersigned,  returning  to  the  declaration 
made  by  them  at  the  conference  of  the  8th  August, 
that  the  privil^es  of  fishing  within  the  limits  of 
tbe  British  sovereignty,  and  of  using  the  British 
territories  for  purposes  connected  with  the  fishe- 
ries, were  what  Great  Britain  did  not  intend  to 
grant  without  equivalent,  are  not  desirous  of  in- 
trodiKing  any  article  upon  the  subject. 

With  a  view  of  removing  what  they  consider 
as  the  only  objeetioa  to  the  immediate  coDclusion 
of  the  treaty,  the  undersigned  agree  to  adopt  the 
proposal  made  by  the  American  Plenipotentia- 
ries at  tbe  conference  of  the  1st  instant^  and 
repeated  in  their  last  note,  of  omitting  the  eighth 
article  altogether. 

The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  the  oppor* 
tottity  to  renew  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
United  States  the  assurance  ot  their  high  consid- 
eration. 

GAMBlEEt, 

HENRY  GOULBURN, 

WILLIAM  ADAMS. 


[Balemd  la  in  tiw 

Sueh  of  the  islands  in  the  Ba^  of 
dy  as  are  claimed  by  both  putics  slnJI  fanaia  ia 
the  possession  of  the  party  ia  ivhoae  OMpacies 
they  may  be  at  the  time  of  tbe  rrrkmgr  of  ike 
ratifications  of  this  treaty,  nniit  tbe  imsee  n» 
speeting  the  title  to  the  said  islaadi  ibll  heve 
been  nmde  in  conformity  wiih  tke  famih  snide 
of  this  treaty. 

No  disposition  made  by  thia  treaty  m  Much 
possession  of  the  islaade  and  lerriiorics 
by  both  parties  shall,  in  any 
construed  to  affect  the  right  of  eitbcr. 


No.  9. 


Pniocol  €f  Oot^ereaet. 


Qbbiit,  neonmber  23i,  1814. 

At  a  conference  held  tnis  day,  the  pfotocol  ti 
the  preceding  conference  was  settled. 

The  American  Pleni potent iariea  intiaMied  their 
readiness  to  accede  to  the  proposiciaiis  eoamaMd 
in  the  note  of  the  Briiiah  Plenipoteaiiaiiet  of  tie 
22d  instant. 

The  following  altera tiona  were  then  agtveif  fe: 

In  the  first  article,  after  the  woid  ^^  eeaK,"  (»it 
the  words  "after  the  eaehnagte  of  the  rsiifiea- 
tioos,^  and  insert  '^  aaaooa  as  tinr  treaty  shsUkave 
been  ratified  by  both  part  iea."  Sabstitiitetksaard 
^whatsoeveH'for  the  words  "^without  exieeptioBJ° 
Restore  the  words  **  taken  by  eitlier  party  frem 
the  other,''  in  the  room  of  the  words  *■  beJoBfieg 
to  either  party  and  taken  hy."  After  the  voids 
^BigBing  of  this  treaty,''  insert  iho  words  ^ex- 
cepting only  the  islands  herelaafter  meniioesd  f 
after  the  words  "respedivoly  belong,*  insert  ser- 
batim  the  words  of  tbe  ameodawnt  eneJoscd  in 
the  note  of  the  British  Pleniposentinries  of  the 
23d  instant,  filling  up  the  hlaok  wfCh  the  ward 
•*  fourth." 

The  second  mtiele  was  allBsed,as  as  to  read  as 
follows: 

AuT.  S.  Imnaedialoly  after  the  lati&eatiea  of 
this  treaty  by  both  parties  si  hemoaftar  mea- 
tinned,  orders  shall  be  aent  to  theareniaa,  squad- 
rons, officers,  sttbjeot%  and  citiaeas  of  the  twa 
Powers,  to  oease  from  ail  boetilittesy  aad  se  pre- 
vent all  causes  of  eomplaiat  which  aught  anas 
on  aooount  of  tbe  prises  which  amy  be  taken  at 
sea,  afier  the  said  mtiftcationa  of  than  tneaty.  It 
is  reeiproeallv  agreed,  that  all  veasels  aad  uTects. 
which  may  be  taken  ailer  the  apace  af  twelve 
days  from  tbe  said  ratifications  upon  all  parts  ef 
the  coast  of  North  America,  from  the  laucode  of 
t wan  ty-three  degrees  north  to  the  latitade  of  i^ 
degrees  north,  and  as  far  eastward  ia  the  Aiieaiic 
ocean  as  the  thirty-sixth  degree  of  west  longi- 
tude, from  the  meridian  of  Glreeawteh,  shidl  be 
restored  on  each  side :  that  the  time  shall  be  thirtr 
days  in  all  other  parts  of  the  Atlantie  oeeao 
of  the  equinoctial  line  or  equator,  aad  the  si 
time  for  the  British  and  Irish  ciianoels,fsrias 
Gulf  ot'  Mexico,  and  all  parUof  the  West  b^i 
forty  days  for  the  North  seasy  for  the  Balt%^ 
lior  all  parte  of  the  Medilaixafiaaa  %  atxty  dqs  ioc 
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e  Atlantic  ocetn,  sooth  of  the  equator,  as  fir 

the  Ctpe  of  Gk>od  Hope ;  ninety  days  for  erer? 

her  part  of  the  world,  south  of  the  equator,  and 

e  btiodred  and  twenty  days  for  all  other  parts 

the  world,  without  ezceptioo. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  article  respecting  prisoQ- 

)  of  war.  should  be  the  third  article,  and  that 

}  words  "as  hereinafter  mentioned,"  should  be 

tatituted  for  the  words  ^  shall  hare  been  ex* 

tnged." 

The  articles  numbered  in  the  original  prq/et  3, 

5,  6;  7,  to  be  respectively  numbered  4, 5,  6,  7,8. 

In  the  fourth  article,  it  was  agreed  that  the 

ink  should  be  filled  up  with  the  words  "  St. 

idrews,  in  the  prorioce  of  New  Brunswick." 

[n  the  fifth  article,  it  was  agreed  that  the  blank 

>uld  be  filled  up  with  the  words  ^  St.  Andrews, 

the  province  of  New  Brunswick." 

Vear  the  end  of  the  fifth  article,  substitute  the 

rd  "fourth"  for  "third." 

!n  the  sixth  article,  it  was  agreed  to  fill  up  the 

nk  with  the  words  ^  Albany,  in  the  State  of 

w  York,"  and  to  substitute  the  word  "  fourth" 

*'  third,"  in  the  concluding  paragraph, 
[n  the  serenth  article,  suutitute  the  word 
>urth"  for  "  third,"  in  the  last  paragraph. 
[t  was  agreed  that  the  article  respecting  the 
rican  slave  trade,  should  be  the  tenth  article, 
1  that  the  words' "use  their  best  endeavors" 
mid  be  substituted  for  the  words  ^  exert  every 
ans  in  their  power." 

The  fifteenth  article  of  the  profei  to  be  num- 
ed  11:  it  was  agreed  to  insert  in  it,  after  the 
rds  ''on  both  sides,"  the  words  "  without  altera- 
Q  by  either  of  the  contracting  parties." 
[>mit  the  words  "with  all  practicable  despatch;" 

op  the  blank  with  the  word  "four;"  insert 
er  the  word  "  done"  the  words  "  in  triplicate." 
e  British  Plenipotentiaries  urged  the  article 
mally  proposed  by  them,  as  to  suits  of  law  to 
prosecuted  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  one 
;ion  in  the  courts  of  justice  of  the  other, 
ilesisted  by  the  American  Pleoipotentiaries. 
The  conference  was  adjourned  to  the  24th  in- 
nt,  for  the  purpose  of  signing  the  treaty. 


taty  of  Peace  and  Amity  between  His  BrUan* 
lie  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America, 

^is  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States 
America,  desirous  of  terminating  the  war  which 
I  unhappily  subsisted  between  the  two  coun- 
2s,  and  of  restoring,  upon  principles  of  perfect 
iiprocity,  peace,  friendship,  and  good  under- 
nding  between  them,  have  for  that  purpose  ap* 
uted  their  respective  Plenipotentiaries;  that 
;o  say.  His  Britannic  Majesty,  on  his  part,  has 
)ointed  the  right  honorable  James  Lord  Qam- 
r,  late  Admiral  of  the  White,  now  Admiral  of 
;  Red  squadron  of  His  Majesty's  fleet,  Henry 
uibarn,  Blsq.,  a  member  of  the  Imperial  Par- 
ment  and  under  Secreury  of  State,  aud  Wm. 
aoiSj  Esq.,  Doctor  of  Civil  Laws:  and  the  Presi- 
it  of  the  United  States,  bv  and  with  the  advice 
i  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof,  has  appointed 

1 3th  Con.  3d  Sisss. — 45 


John  Quincy  Adams,  James  A.  Bayard,  Henry 
Clay,  Jonathan  Russell,  and  Albert  Qallatin.  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  who,  after  a  reciprocal 
communication  of  their  respective  full  powerv, 
have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles: 

AaTici«G  1.  There  shall  be  a  firm  and  univer- 
sal peace  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the 
United  States,  and  between  their  respective  coon- 
tries,  territories,  cities,  towns,  and  people  of  every 
deffree,  without  exception  of  places  or  persona. 
All  hostilities,  both  by  sea  and  land,  shall  cease 
as  soon  as  this  treaty  shall  have  been  ratified  by 
both  parties,  as  heremafter  mentioned.  All  terri- 
tory, places,  and  possessions,  whatsoever,  taken 
by  either  party  from  the  other  during  the  war,  or 
which  may  be  taken  after  the  signingof  thiatreaty, 
excepting  only  the  islands  hereinafter  mentioned, 
shall  be  restored  without  delay,  and  without  caua- 
ing  any  destruction  or  carrying  away  any  of  the 
artillery  or  other  public  property  originally  caj^ 
tured  in  the  said  ports  or  places,  and  which  shall 
remain  therein  upon  the  exchange  of  the  ratifict^ 
tioos  of  this  treaty,  or  any  slaves  or  other  private 
property.  And  all  archives,  records,  deeds,  and 
papiers,  either  of  a  public  nature  or  belonging  to 
private  persons,  which  in  the  course  of  the  war 
may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  officers  of 
either  partj,  shall  be,  as  far  as  may  be  practiear 
ble,  forthwith  restored  and  delivered  to  the  proper 
authorities  and  persons  to  whom  they  respectively 
belong.  Such  of  the  islands  in  the  Bay  of  Pa»- 
samaquoddy  as  are  claimed  by  both  parties  shalt 
remain  in  the  possession  of  the  party  in  whose 
occupation  they  may  be  at  the  time  of  the  ex- 
chanj^e  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  until  the 
decision  respecting  the  title  to  the  said  islands 
shall  have  oeen  made,  in  conformity  with  the 
fourth  article  of  this  treaty.  No  disposition  made 
by  this  treaty,  as  to  such  possession  of  the  lands 
and  territories  claimed  by  both  parties,  shall  in 
any  manner  whatever  be  construed  to  affect  the 
right  of  either. 

Abt.  2.  Immediately  after  the  ratifications  of 
this  treaty  by  both  parties,  as  hereinafter  men* 
tinned,  orders  shall  be  sent  to  the  armies,  squad- 
rons, officers,  subjects,  and  citizens  of  the  two 
Power%  to  cease  from  hostilities;  and, to  prevent 
all  causes  of  complaint  which  might  arise  on  ao- 
eouDt  of  the  prizes  which  may  be  taken  at  sea 
after  the  said  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  it  is  re- 
ciprocally agreed  that  all  vessels  and  effects  which 
may  be  taken  after  the  space  of  twelve  days  from 
the  said  ratifications,  upon  all  parts  of  the  coast 
of  North  America,  from  the  latitude  of  twenty 
three  degrees  north  to  the  latitude  of  fifty  degrees 
north,  and  as  far  eastward  in  the  Atlantic  ocean 
as  the  thirty-sixth  degree  of  west  longitude  from 
the  meridian  of  Greenwich,  shall  be  restored  on 
each  side;  that  the  time  shall  be  thirty  days  in 
all  other  parts  of  the  Atlantic  ocean  north  of  the 
equinoctial  line  or  equator,  and  the  same  time  for 
the  British  and  Irish  channels,  for  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  all -parts  of  the  West  Indies;  forty 
days  for  the  North  seas,  for  the  Baltic,  and  for  all 
parts  of  the  Mediterranean  ;  sixty  days  for  the^ 
Atlantic  ocean,  south  of  the  equator,  as  far  as  the 
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latitade  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  nintlj  d«ya^ 
for  erery  part  of  the  world  soath  of  the  coaator ; 
aod  one  hondred  and  tweotjr  days  for  all  other 
parts  of  the  world,  without  exception. 

Art.  3.  All  prisoners  of  war  taken  on  either 
aide,  as  welt  bjf  land  as  bjr  sea,  shall  be  restored 
as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  ratifications  of 
this  treaty,  as  hereioafcer  mentioned,  on  their  pay- 
ing the  debts  which  they  may  have  contracted 
daring  their  captivity.  The  two  contracting  par- 
ties engage  to  discharge,  in  specie,  the  adranees 
which  may  have  been  made  by  the  other  for  the 
sustenance  and  maintenance  of  such  prisoners. 

Art.  4.  Whereas  it  was  stipulated  by  the  sec- 
ond article  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  between  His  Brit- 
annic Maiestyand  the  united  States  of  America, 
that  the  boundary  of  the  United  States  shoula 
comprehend  all  islands  within  twenty  leagues  of 
any  part  of  the  shores  of  the  United  States,  and 
Iving  between  lines  to  be  drawn  due  east  from 
the  points  where  the  aforesaid  boundaries  be- 
tween Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  £2ast 
Florida  on  the  other,  shall  respectirely  touch  the 
Bay  of  Fundy  and  the  Atlantic  ocean,  excepting 
such  islands  as  now  are,  or  heretofore  have  been, 
within  the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia ;  and  whereas 
several  islands  in  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy, 
which  is  part  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  island 
of  Qrand  Menao,  in  the  said  Bay  of  Fundy,  are 
claimed  by  the  United  States  as  bein^  compre- 
hended within  their  aforesaid  boundaries,  which 
said  islands  are  claimed  as  belonging  to  His  Brit- 
annic Majesty,  as  having  been,  at  the  time  of,  and 
previous  to,  the  aforesaid  treaty  of  one  thousand 
aeyen  hundred  and  eighty-three  within  the  limiu 
of  the  proyioce  of  Nova  Scotia:  in  order,  there- 
fore, finally  to  decide  upon  these  claims,  it  is 
agreed  that  they  shall  be  referred  to  two  Com- 
missioners, to  be  appointed  in  the  following  man« 
aer,  yiz:  One  Commissioner  shall  be  appointed 
by  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  one  hy  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sutes,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
rice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof;  and  the 
said  two  Commissioners  so  appointed  shall  be 
sworn  impartially  to  examine  and  decide  upon 
the  said  claims  according  to  such  evidence  as 
shall  be  laid  before  them,  on  the  part  of  Hu  Brit- 
annic Majesty  and  of  the  United  States,  respect- 
ively. The  said  Commissioners  shall  meet  at 
St.  Andrew^,  in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick, 
and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other 
place  or  places  as  they  shall  think  fit.  The  said 
Commissioners  shall,  by  a  declaration  or  report 
under  their  hands  and  seals,  decide  to  whicn  of 
the  two  coQtractinj[  parties  the  several  islands 
aforesaid  do  respectively  belong,  in  conformity 
with  the  true  intent  of  the  said  Treaty  of  Peace 
of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three; 
and  if  the  said  Commissioners  shall  agree  in  their 
decision,  both  parties  shall  consider  such  decision 
as  final  aod  conclusive.  It  is  further  agreed,  that 
in  the  event  of  the  two  Commissioners  difiering 
upon  all  or  any  of  the  matters  so  referred  to  them, 
or  in  the  erent  of  both  or  either  of  the  said  Com- 
missioners refusing,   or  declining,   or  wilfully  I 


omitting  to  act  as  socb,  tliey  sbmll  Make^  joii^ 
or  separately,  a  report  or  reports,  as  weO  (o  ik 
Government  of  His  Britannic  BAajcaty  as  to  tiat 
of  the  United  States,  stating  in  detail  tht  psaa 
on  which  they  difl^,  and  the  gieaa^  opes 
which  their  respect! ye  opinions  hnvekea  /brmel 
or  the  grounds  upon  which  they,  or  mxher  of 
them,  have  so  refused,  declined,  or  onitted  to 
act.  And  His  Britannic  Majesty  aai  ike  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Slates  heiebf  ^xt  to 
refer  the  report  or  reports  of  the  «iA  Ceaniis* 
sioners  to  some  friendly  Sovereign  or  toe.  to 
be  then  named  for  that  purpose,  and  who  ib^^ 
requested  to  decide  on  the  difilerenees  whie^wq 
be  stated  in  the  said  report  or  reports,  or  spa 
the  report  of  one  CommLssionery  to^edier  vin 
the  grounds  upon  which  the  other  CoaualBioM 
shall  have  refused,  declined,  or  omitted  to  set,  b 
the  case  may  be;  and  if  the  Commissioner  «  w 
fusing,  declining,  or  omitting;  to  act,  shall  als 
wilfully  omit  to  state  the  grounds  anon  whkk  be 
has  so  done,  in  such  manner  that  the  said  stat^ 
meat  may  be  referred  to  soch  friendly  Soverevi 
or  State,  together  with  the  lepcHt  or  sadi  othi 
Commissioner,  then  such  Sorereign  or  Stttt 
shall  decide  txpcurU  upon  the  said  report  aiose 
And  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  Goveruaent 
of  the  United  States  engage  to  consider  die  de- 
cision of  some  friendly  Power  or  Stale  lo  be 
final  and  conclusive  on  all  the  mattrn  »  re- 
ferred. 

Art.  5.  Whereas  neither  thatpointof  thefaicb- 
lands  lying  due  north  from  the  sonreeof  lie  river 
St.  Croix,  and  designated  in  the  fomer  Treaty 
of  Peace  between  the  two  Powers  mm  the  north- 
west angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  nor  the  nocthvest* 
ernmost  head  of  Connecticut  rirer,  has  yet  beet 
ascertained ;  and  whereas  that  part  of  the  bonai- 
ary  line  between  the  dominions  of  the  two  Pow- 
ers which  extends  from  the  sonire  of  the  n'rcr 
St.  Croix,  directly  north,  to  the  ahove-aeafioned 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Seocn;  thence  %lotkg 
the  said  highlands  which  ^w'dc  those  riyers  thnt 
empty  themselves  into  the  river  St.  lAwience 
from  those  which  fall  into  the  Aliaatie  oeeaiL,  to 
the  northwestern  most  headofConneeticairiyer; 
thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that  river  lo  the 
forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude;  tbeaeeby  a 
line  doe  west  on  said  latitude,  until  it  siiikes  the 
river  Iroquois  or  Cataragoy,  which  has  not  yet 
been  surveyed :  it  is  agreed  that,  for  these  sevoai 
purposes,  two  Commissioners  shall  be  appointed, 
sworn,and  authorized  to  act  exactly  in  the  mae- 
ner  directed  with  respect  to  those  menttoaed  u 
the  next  preceding  article,  unless  otherwise  speet- 
fied  in  the  present  article.  The  said  Coewis- 
siooers  shall  meet  at  St.  Andrews,  in  the  prorince 
of  New  Brunswickj  and  shall  haVe  power  to  ad- 
journ  to  such  other  place  or  places,  as  they  ^m^ 
think  fit.  The  said  Commissioners  shall  hs«e 
power  to  ascertain  and  determine  the  pass 
aboye-mentioned,  in  conformity  with  the  pr*<^ 
sions  of  the  said  Treaty  of  Peace  of  one  theee>d 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  shall  a*se 
the  boundary  aforesaid,  from  the  soniee^the 
river  St.  Croix  to  the  rirer  Iroqoota  or  C^tKaC^Ti 
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be  sorreyed  tnd  marked,  tecordiog  to  the  slid 
risioDs.  The  said  Commiaaionera  shall  make 
nap  of  the  said  boaodarf,  and  annex  to  ii  a 
laration  under  their  bands  and  aeais,  certify- 

it  to  be  the  true  map  of  the  said  boundary, 

particularizioff  the  latitude  and  longitude  of 
northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  of  the  north- 
ternmost  head  of  Connecticut  river,  and  of 
[i  other  points  of  the  said  boundary  as  they 
f  deem  proper.  And  both  parties  agree  to 
sider  such  map  and  declamtion  as  finally  and 
clusively  fixing  the  said  boundary.  And  in 
event  of  the  said  two  Commissioners  difier- 
,  or  both,  or  either  of  them  refusing,  declining, 
wilfully  omitting  to  act,  such  reports,  decla- 
CDS,  or  statements,  shall  be  made  by  them,  or 
ler  of  thein,  and  such  reference  to  a  friendly 
re  reign  or  State  shall  be  made,  in  all  respects, 
Q  the  latter  part  of  the  fourth  article  is  con- 
led,  and  in  as  full  a  manner  as  if  the  same  was 
ein  repeated. 

Lrt.  d.  Whereas  by  the  former  Treaty  of 
ice  that  portion  of  the  boundary  of  the  United 
ites,  from  the  point  where  the  forty-fifth  degree 
north  latitude  strikes  the  river  Iroquois  or 
taraguy  to  the  Lake  Superior,  was  declared  to 
*  aloog  the  middle  of  said  river  into  Lake  Oo« 
lo;  through  the  middle  of  said  lake  until  it 
kes  the  communication  by  water  between  that 
e  and  Lake  Erie;  thence  alon^  the  middle  of 
1  communication  into  Lake  Erie;  through  the 
Idle  of  said  lake  until  it  arrives  at  the  water 
amunication  into  the  Lake  Huron ;  thence 
OQgh  the  middle  of  said  lake  to  the  water 
amunication  between  that  lake  and  Lake  Su« 
ior."  And  whereas  doubu  have  arisen  what 
s  the  middle  of  the  said  river,  lakes,  and  water 
omunications,  and  whether  certain  islands  ly- 

in  the  same  were  within  the  dominions  of 
I  Britannic  Majesty  or  of  the  United  States : 
order,  therefore,- finally  to  decide  these  doubts, 
y  shall  be  referred  to  two  Commissioners,  to 
appointed,  sworn,  and  authorized  to  act  exactly 
the  manner  directed,  with  respect  to  those 
tntioned  in  the  next  preceding  article,  unless 
lerwise  specified  in  this  present  article^  The 
d  Commissioners  shall  meet,  in  the  first  in* 
nee,  at  Albany,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
ill  have  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other  place 
places  as  they  shall  think  fit:  the  said  Com- 
ssioners  shall,  by  a  report  or  declaration,  under 
»r  hands  and  seals,  designate  the  boundary 
ough  the  said  river,  lakes,  and  water  commu* 
nations,  and  decide  to  which  of  the  two  con- 
iCting  parties  the  several  islands  lyinjj^  within 
i  said  river,  lakes,  and  water  communications, 

respectively  belong,  in  conformity  with  the 
le  intent  ol  the  said  treaty  of  one  thousand 
ren  hundred  and  eighty-three.  And  both  par- 
s  agree  to  consider  such  designation  and  deci- 
m  as  final  and  conclusive.  And  in  the  event  of 
e  said  two  Commissioners  differing,  or  both,  or 
;her  of  them,  refusing,  declining,  or  wilfully 
Kitting  to  act,  such  reports,  declarations,  or 
Uements,  shall  be  made  by  them,  or  either  of 
em,  and  such  f  efereace  to  a  friendly  Sovf  reign 


or  State  shall  be  made  in  all  respecu  as  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  fourth  article  Is  contained,  and 
in  as  full  a  manner  as  if  the  same  was  herein  re« 
peated. 

Art.  7.  It  is  further  agreed  that  the  said  two 
last  mentioned  Commissioners,  after  they  shall 
have  executed  the  duties  assigned  to  them  in  the 
preceding  article,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized,  upon  their  oaths,  impartially  to  ^ 
and  determine,  accordinff  to  the  true  intent  of  the 
said  Treaty  of  Peace  ofone  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three,  that  part  of  the  boundarr 
between  the  dominions  of  the  two  Powers,  whieh 
extends  from  the  water  communication  between 
Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior  to  the  most  north- 
western point  of  the  Lace  of  the  Woods,  to  de- 
cide to  which  of  the  two  parties  the  several 
islands  lying  in  the  lakes,  water  communications, 
and  rivers,  forming  the  said  boundary,  do  re- 
spectively belong,  m  conformity  with  the  true 
intent  of  the  said  Treaty  of  Peace  of  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-three;  and  to 
cause  such  parts  of  the  said  Mundary  as  require 
it  to  be  aurveved  and  marked.  The  said  Uom- 
missionera  shall,  by  a  report  or  declaration  under- 
their  hands  ana  seals,  designate  the  boundary 
aforesaid,  atate  their  oecision  on  the  points  thua 
referred  to  them,  and  particularize  the  latitude 
and  longitude  of  the  most  northwestern  point  of 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  of  such  other  parts 
of  the  said  boundary  as  they  may  deem  proper. 
And  both  parties  agree  to  consider  such  designa- 
tion and  decision  as  final  and  conclusive.  And 
in  the  event  of  the  said  two  Commissioners  dif- 
fering, or  both,  or  either  of  them,  refusing,  de- 
clining, or  wilfully  omitting  to  act,  such  repiorta, 
declarations,  or  statements  shall  be  made  bv  them| 
or  either  of  them,  and  such  reference  to  a  friendly 
Sovereign  or  State  shall  be  made  in  all  respects 
as  in  the  latter  pert  of  the  fourth  article  is  eon- 
uiaed,  and  in  aa  full  a  manner  as  if  the  same 
was  herein  repeated. 

AxT.  8.  The  several  boards  of  two  Commis- 
sioners mentioned  in  the  four  preceding  articles, 
shall  respectively  have  power  to  appoint  a  secre- 
tary, and  to  employ  such  surveyors,  or  other  per- 
sons, as  they  shall  judge  necessary.  Duplicates 
of  all  their  respective  reports,  declarations,  state- 
ments, and  decisions,  and  of  their  accounts,  and 
of  the  journal  of  their  proceedings,  shall  be  de- 
livered by  them  to  the  agenu  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty,  and  to  the  agenis  of  the  United  States, 
who  may  be  respectively  appointed  and  author- 
ized to  manage  the  business  on  behalf  of  their 
respective  Govern  men  is.  The  said  Commission- 
ers shall  be  respectively  paid  in  such  manner  as 
shall  be  agreed  between  the  two  contracting  par- 
ties— such  agreement  being  to  be  settled  at  the 
time  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this 
treaty.  And  all  other  expenses  attending  the 
said  Commissioners,  shall  be  defrayed  equally  by 
the  two  parties.  And  in  the  case  of  death,  sick- 
ness, resignation,  or  necessary  absence,  the  place 
of  every  such  Commissioner  respectively  shall  be 
supplied  in  the  same  manner  as  such  Commis- 
sioner was  first  appointed,  and  the  new  Commia* 
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sioner  shall  take  the  same  oath  oi  affiimatioiii 
and  do  the  same  duties.  It  is  further  agreed  be- 
tween the  two  contracting  parties,  that  in  case 
any  of  the  islands  mentioned  in  any  of  the  pre- 
ceding articles  which  were  in  the  possession  of 
one  of  the  parties  prior  to  the  commencement  of 
the  present  war  between  the  two  countries,  should, 
by  the  decision  of  any  of  the  Boards  of  Commis- 
sioners aforesaid,  or  of  the  Sovereign  or  State  so 
referred  to.  as  in  the  four  next  preceding  articles 
contained/fall  within  the  dominions  of  the  other 
party,  all  grants  of  land  made  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  war  by  the  party  harine 
had  such  possession,  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  such 
island  or  islands  had  by  such  deeision  or  deci- 
sions been  adjudged  to  be  within  the  dominions 
of  the  party  having  had  such  possession. 

Abt.  9.  The  United  States  of  America  engage 
to  put  an  end,  immediately  after  the  ratification 
of  the  present  treaty,  to  hostilities  with  all  the 
tribes  or  nations  of  Indians  with  whom  they  may 
be  at  war  at  the  time  of  such  ratification ;  and 
forthwith  to  restore  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  re- 
spectively, all  the  possessions,  rights,  and  privi- 
leffes,  which  they  may  have  enjoyed  or  been  en- 
titled to  in  1811,  previous  to  such  hostilities: 
Provided  o^ioayt,  That  such  tribes  or  nations 
shall  a^ree  to  desist  from  all  hostilities  against 
the  United  States  of  America,  their  citizens  and 
suljects,  upon  the  ratification  of  the  present 
treaty  being  notified  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  and 
shall  so  desist  accordiogly.  And  His  Britannic 
Majesty  engages,  on  his  i»rt,  to  put  an  end,  imme- 
diately after  the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty, 
to  hostilities  with  all  the  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians 
with  whom  he  may  be  at  war  at  the  time  of  such 
ratification;  and  fortiiwith  to  restore  to  such  tribes 
or  nations,  respectively,  all  the  possessions,  rights, 
and  privileges,  which  they  may  have  enjoyed  or 
been  entitled  to  in  1811,  previous  to  such  hostili* 
ties:  Provided  always^  That  such  tribes  or  na- 
tions shall  agree  to  desist  from  all  hostilities 
against  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  his  subjects, 
upon  the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty  being 
notified  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  and  shall  so  de- 
sist accordingly. 

Art.  30.  Whereas  the  traffic  in  slaves  is  irre- 
concilable with  the  principles  of  humanity  and 
justice :  and  whereas  both  His  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  are  desirous  of  continuing  their 
efforts  to  promote  its  entire  abolition,  it  is  hereby 
amed  that  both  the  contracting  parties  shall  use 
their  best  endeavors  to  accomplish  so  desirable 
an  object. 

Art.  11.  This  treaty,  when  the  same  shall 
have  been  ratified  on  both  sides,  without  altera- 
tion by  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  and  the 
ratifications  mutually  exchanged,  shall  be  bind- 
ing on  both  parties,  and  the  ratifications  shall 
be  exchanged  at  Washington,  in  the  space  of 
four  months  from  this  day,  or  sooner,  if  practi- 
cable. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  respective  Plenipo- 
tentiaries, have  signed  this  treaty,  and  have 
hereunto  affixed  our  seajji, 


Done,  in  tiiplicaie,  at  Qheot,  the  tvcatf-fosa 
day  of  December,  oae  thoosud  6^ih» 
dred  and  fourteen. 

GAMBIBR, 
HENRY  QOUUdM. 
WILUAM  ADAMS, 
JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 
J.  A.  BATARD, 
H.  CLAY, 
JONATHAN  RDSS8LL 
ALBERT  GALUm 


L.  8.^ 
L.  8.] 

L.8.] 

L.  8.| 
h,  8.' 
L.  8. 

ImB. 


AN  EXPOSITION  OF  THE  CAU8E8  iuN5 
CHARACTER  OF  THE  WAS. 

[NoTXv— This  Exposition  of  the  Caoaes  indCb 
actor  of  the  War  was  prapsred  ind  oomM^^ 
press,  before  any  account  had  been  noM  in  i^ 
Unitod  Statesof  thesignstoraofaTnttrofPaA 
by  the  American  and  the  Brittifa  negotiiton;  as^^ 
would  have  been  diffieolt,  even  if  it  irm  ima^^ 
withhold  the  ocpoMtion  fipom  the  pnUic. 

But  thechaigeowfaieh  hsfe  beenioiaBBirew 
against  the  American  Oovemment, in  iSttbu^^ 
wodd,  render  an  ezpositiDn  of  its  oondoet  muf. 
in  peace  as  nuich  as  in  wsr,6r  Hbtthswivitt- 
ted  autes,  and  the  unadliedrepatslionaflbf  ow 
lest  those  charges  should  obtsineiedit  with  tk!n«» 
generation,  or  pass*  for  troth,  ifltotiiilu«"!«3'' 
times,  upon  the  evidence  of  s  ailent  aquwoctj 

Whatever  may  be  the  teimiattiosiftheii^ 
tiationsat  Ghent,  the  despatches  of  tbtAaenOB 
ComKiissioners,  which  hate  been  eooansuH 
by  the  President  of  the  Uaited  Sntes  to4eU»- 
greaa,  durine  the  present  losioa.  wil  dBuysj 
unfold,  to  the  attentiye  and  impiruaJ oi  i^» 
tions,  the  objects  and  dispositioos  of  (be  pvoB 

to  the  present  war.  ._. 

The  United  States,  reUered  ^J^i^ZZ 
cification  of  the  Treaty  of  P*wi»f  ^.fQ 
of  actual  suffcranee  under  tfc«<^*''*f'f3 
compeiledtbem  toreaort  toamihif^y^ 
their  readineas  to  resume  tbe  nl>»<)^,^  r^ 
and  amity  with  Great  Briliio,«P«  ^^ 
and  single  condition  of  F®^'*"*!  -S 
and  their  sovereignty,  entire  vA  ^f_ 
Their  desire  of  pe^ee.  ittdeed,«5««^'J*^ 
ciprocity,  conatsteot  With  the  righ<»« '^^^^ 

ties,  as  sovereign  and  iw*ep«^«' Tliti* 
not  at  any  time  been  inflo^  ^  ^l^^: 


uv«      «■*   w«j     *»■•%«    mn,'*tm»    •■■>— -     . 

tions  of  an  unprecedented  coonew        ^ 

by  the  incitemenu  of  a  snecenfol  e«fW' 

by  the  agitations  which  haw  seeBWi ««« 

threaten  the  tranquillity  of  Ettn>pe. 

But  the  British  aoverDmBot,tfter  ww^^ 

discussion  with  the  GovernmeDt  ^j^^ 

the  conciliatory  adjustment  of  the  ^^^^;^ 

sisting  between  tbe  two  State*,  »'^^  ?^^^ 

desire  on  their  part  (ss  it  wsi  *"*?^Lj^i 

them  to  a  favorable  issue,  opon  V^f^» 

perfect  reciprocity,  not  inc<>««*'**".7-i3b« 
esublished  maxims  of  public  law,  «nQ » 

•See  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  Loid  Catlert* 
Januaij,  1614. 
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iritime  rights  of  the  British  erapire||^  and  if* 
r  '*  expressly  disdaimiog  any  inteDtion  to  ac- 
irean  increase  of  territory ,"t  have  peremptorily 
maDded,  as  the  price  of  peace,  concessions  eal* 
lated  merely  for  their  own  aggrandizement,  and 
-  the  humiliation  of  their  adrersary.  At  one 
le,  they  proposed,  as  their  mne  qua  nofij  a  stip- 
itioD  that  the  Indians,  inhabiting  the  country 
the  United  States,  witnin  the  limits  established 
the  Treaty  of  1783,  should  be  included,  as  the 
ies  of  Great  Britain,  (a  party  to  that  treaty,) 
the  projected  paci^cation ;  and  that  defiaite 
undaries  should  be  settled  for  the  Indian  terri* 
y,  upon  a  basis  which  would  hare  operated  to 
rrender  to  a  number  of  Indians,  not  probably 
ceediog  a  few  thousands,  the  rights  of  sorer* 
fnty,  as  well  as  of  soil,  over  nearly  one-third  of 
3  territorial  dominions  of  the  United  States, 
labited  by  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  of 
9ir  citizens.^  And,  more  recently,  (withdraw- 
^f  in  effect,  that  proposition,)  they  bare  offered 
treat,  on  the  basts  of  tbe  ti^  poteideHs;  when, 
the  operations  of  the  war,  they  had  obtaineu 
i  military  possession  of  an  important  part  of 
9  State  01  Massachusetts,  which,  itwas  known, 
aid  never  be  the  subject  of  a  cession,  consist* 
tly  with  the  honor  and  faith  of  the  American 
>Ternment«||  Thus,  it  is  obvious,  that  Great 
itain,  neither  reij^rdiog  ''  the  pnnciplea  of  a 
rfect  reciprocity,"  nor  the  rule  or  her  own  prac- 
e  and  professions,  has  indulged  pretensions 
iich  could  only  be  heard  in  order  to  be  reject- 
The  alternative,  either  vindictively  to  pro- 
ict  the  war  or  honorably  to  end  it,  nas  been 
rly  given  to  her  option ;  but  she  wants  the 
ignanimiiy  to  decide)  while  her  apprehensions 
3  awakened  for  the  result  of  the  Congress  at 
enna,  and  her  hopes  are  flattered  by  the  schemes 
conquest  in  America. 

There  are  periods  in  the  transactions  of  every 
uot ry,  asweU  as  in  thelifbof  every  individual, 
len  self-examination  becomes  a  duty  of  the 
^beat  moral  obligation ;  when  the  Government 

*8ee  Lord  Castlereagh's  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated 
)  4th  of  Novemb^,  1813. 

t  Se«  the  American  despatch,  dated  the  12th  of  Au- 
st,  1 814. 

(See  the  American  despatches,  dated  the  12th  sad 
th  of  August,  1814;  the  note  of  the  British  Com- 
ssioners,  dated  the  19th  of  August,  1814 ;  the  note 
the  American  Commissioners,  dated  the  2l8t  of 
igpist,  1814;  the  note  of  the  British  Commissioners, 
ted  the  4th  of  September,  1814 ;  the  note  of  the 
nerican  Commissionen  of  the  9tfi  of  September, 
14 ;  the  note  of  the  BritUh  CommisrioneTs,  dated 
e  19th  of  September,  1814;  the  note  of  the  Ameri* 
n  Commlssio&ers,  dated  tfie  S6th  of  September,  1814; 
9  note  of  the  British  Commissioners,  dated  the  8th 
October,  1814;  and  the  note  of  the  American  Com- 
HBioners,  of  the  18th  of  October,  1814. 

I  See  the  note  of  the  British  Oommissioners,  dated 
0  21st  of  October,  1814;  the  note  of  the  Amoican 
immissioners,  dated  the  S4th  of  October,  1814;  and 
9  note  of  te  Britisli  GoBimisstonets,  dated  the  Slat 
October,  1814. 


of  a  free  people,  driven  from  the  path  of  peace, 
and  baffled  in  every  effort  to  regain  it,  may  resort, 
for  consolation,  to  the  conscious  rectituae  of  its 
measures;  and  when  an  appeal  to  mankind, found* 
ed  upon  truth  and  justice,  cannot  fail  to  engage 
those  sympathies,  by  which  even  nations  are  led 
to  particiiMte  in  the  fame  and  fortunes  of  each 
other.    The  United  States,  under  these  impres- 
sions, are  neither  insensible  to  the  advantagea 
nor  to  the  duties  of  their  peculiar  situation.  They 
have  but  recently,  as  it  were,  established  their  in- 
dependence; anu  the  volume  of  their  nacionai 
history  lies  open,  at  a  glance,  to  every  eye.    The 
policy  of  their  Government,  therefore,  whatever 
It  has  been,  in  their  foreij^n  as  well  as  in  their 
domestic  relations,  it  is  impossible  to  conceal ; 
and  it  must  be  difficult  to  mistake.    If  the  asser- 
tion, that  it  has  been  a  policy  to  preserve  peace 
and  amity  with  all  the  nations  or  the  worlcL  be 
doubted,  the  proofs  are  at  hand.    If  the  assertion, 
that  it  has  been  a  pdicy  to  maintain  the  rights  of 
the  United  States,  but,  at  the  same  time,  to  re- 
spect the  rights  of  every  other  nation,  be  doubted, 
tne  proofs  will  be  exhibited.    If  the  assertion! 
that  it  has  been  a  policy  to  act  impartially  to- 
wards the  belligerent  Powers  of  Europe,  be  doubt- 
ed, the  proofs  will  be  found  on  record,  even  in  the 
archives  of  En^and  and  of  France.    And  if,  in 
fine,  the  assertion,  that  it  has  been  a  policy,  by  all 
honorable  means,  to  cultivate  with  Qreat  Britain 
those  aeatiments  of  mutual  good  will,  which  nat* 
urally  belong  to  nations  connected  by  the  ties  of 
a  common  ancestry,  an  identity  of  language,  and 
a  similarity  of  manners,  be  doubted,  the  proo£i 
will  be  found  in  that  patient  forbearance,  under 
the  pressure  of  accumulating  wrongs,  which  marka 
the  period  of  almost  thirty  years,  that  elapsed  be- 
tween the  peace  of  1783  and  the  rupture  of  1812. 
The  United  Slates  had  just  recovered,  under 
the  auspices  of  their  present  Constitution,  from 
the  debility  which  their  Revolutionary  struggle 
had  produced,  when  the  convulsive  movements 
of  France  excited  throughout  the  civilized  world 
the  mingled  sensations  of  hope  and  iear— of  ad- 
miration and  alarm.    The  interest  which  those 
movements  wouldj  in  themselves,  have  excited, 
was  inealcalably  increased,  however,  as  soon  as 
Qreat  Britain  became  a  party  to  the  first  memo> 
rable  coalition  against  France,  and  assumed  the 
character  of  a  belligerent  Power ;  for,  it  was  ob- 
vious, that  the  distance  of  the  scene  would  no 
longer  exempt  the  United  States  from  the  influ- 
ence, and  the  evils,  of  the  European  conflict.  On 
the  one  hand,  their  Government  was  connected 
with  France,  by  treaties  of  alliance  and  com- 
merce; and  the  servieea  which  that  nation  had 
rendered  to  the  cause  of  American  independeneei 
had  made  such  impressions  upon  the  public  mitad, 
as  no  virtuous  statesman  could  rigidly  condemn, 
and  the  most  rigorous  statesman  would  have 
sought  in  vain  to  efiace.    On  the  other  hand. 
Great  Britain,  leaving  the  Treaty  of  1788  unex- 
ecuted, forcibly  retained  the  American  posts  upon 
the  Northern  frontier;  and,  slighting  every  over- 
ture to  place  the  diplomatic  and  commercial  re- 
lations of  the  two  countries,  upon  a  fair  and 
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iirieodly  foundAtion,'*  teemed  to  contemplate  the 
gueeessof  the  American  Reroltttion,  in  asoirtt 
of  unextiofituishable  animosity.  Her  Toice  had, 
indeed,  been  heard  from  daebec  and  Montreal, 
mitiffating  the  sa? ages  to  war.f  Her  invisihle 
arm  was  felt,  in  the  defeats  of  General  Harmar^ 
and  General  St.  Clair,|  and  even  the  Tictory  of 
General  Wayne§  was  achieved  in  the  presence  of 
a  fort  which  she  bad  erected,  far  within  the  ter* 
ritorial  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  to  stim- 
ulate and  countenance  the  barbarities  of  the  In- 
dian warrior.T  Yet.  the  American  GbTernment, 
neither  yielding  to  'pojtular  feeling,  nor  acting 
upon  the  impulse  of  national  resentment,  hasten- 
ed to  adopt  the  policy  of  a  strict  and  steady  neu- 
trality ;  and  solemnly  announced  that  policy  to 
the  citizens  at  home,  and  the  nations  abroad,  by 
the  proclamation  of  the  22d  of  April,  1793.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  trials  of  its  pride  and  of 
its  fortitude;  whatever  mav  have  been  the  impu- 
tations upon  its  fidelity  and  its  honor;  it  will  be 
demonstrated,  in  the  sequel,  that  the  American 
Government,  throughout  the  European  contest, 
and  amidst  all  the  chants  of  the  objects,  and  the 

Grties,  that  have  been  involved  in  that  contest, 
s  inflexibly  adhered  to  the  principles  which 
were  thus,  authoritatively,  establlsbed,  to  regu- 
Ute  the  conduct  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  reasonable  to  expect,  that  a  proclamation 
of  neutrality,  issued  under  the  circumstances 
which  have  been  described,  would  command  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  Great  Britain,  however 
offensive  it  might  prove  to  France,  as  contraven- 
ing, essentially,  the  exposition  which  she  was  anx- 
ious to  bestow  upon  the  treaties  of  commerce  and 
alliance.  But  experience  has  shown  that  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  Great  Britain  are  not 
to  be  acquired  by  such  acts  of  impartiality  and 
independence.^  Under  every  Administration  of 
the  American  'Government,  the  experiment  has 
been  made,  and  the  experiment  has  been  equally 
unsuccessful;  for,  it  was  not  more  effectually  as- 
certained in  the  year  1812,  than  at  antecedent  pe- 
riods, that  an  exemption  from  the  maritime  usur- 
gition,  and  the  commercial  monopoly,  of  Great 
ritain,  could  only  be  obtained  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  becoming  an  associate  in  her  enmities 
and  her  wars.  While  the  proclamation  of  neu- 
trality was  still  in  the  view  of  the  British  Min- 
ister, an  order  of  the  8th  of  June,  1793.  issued 
from  the  Cabinet,  by  virtue  of  which,  "  all  vessels 


carried,  forcibly,  into  England ;  and  the  cargoes 
were  either  to  be  sold  there,  or  security  was  to 

*8ee  Mr.  Adams's  correspondence. 

t  See  the  speeches  of  Lord  Dorchester. 

%  On  the  waters  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  on  the 
aist  of  October,  1790. 

I  At  Fort  Recovery,  on  the  4th  of  November,  1791. 

S  On  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  in  Angnst,  1794. 

Y8ee  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Randolph, 
the  American  8ecretaiy  of  State,  and  Mr.  Hammond, 
the  Britirii  Fleavotentiary,  dated  May  and  June,  1794. 


be  given  that  they  should  only  be  aold  is  Ike 

Srts  of  a  country  in  amity  with  his  Brilajiik 
ajesty.*    The  moral  cbaraeter  of  aa  urowti 
design  to  inflict  famine  apoo  the  wWe  of  tbe 
French  people,  was,  at  that  time,  protper/y  esti- 
mated throughout  the  cirilized  vorid;  nod  so 
glaring  an  infraction  of  neatral  ri|^his,utbeBm- 
ish  order  was  calculated  to  prodoee.didifleseipe 
the  severities  of  diplomatic  animadvemoa  aod 
remonstrance.    But  this  aggressifm  was  sooa  fol- 
lowed by  another  of  a  more  hostile  cast  ii  tke 
war  of  1756,  Great  Britain  had  eodeaveRi  to 
establish  the  rule,  that  neatml  Batioos  veictst 
entitled  to  enjoy  the  benefiu  of  a  trade  with  tk 
colonies  of  a  belligerent  Power,  from  which,  it 
the  season  of  peace,  they  were  excloded  bj  the 
parent  State.    The  rule  sunds  without  posttin 
support  ffrom  any  general  attthority  on  fNibiicbv. 
If  it  be  true  that  some  treatiea  eontaia  stipsii* 
tions,  by  which  the  parties  expressly  exelndeetei 
other  from  the  commerce  of  their  respective  ^ 
onies;  and  if  it  be  true,  that  the  ordinances  of  t 
particular  State  often  provide  for  theexelosin 
enjoyment  of  its  colonial  eomaieree,  still  Orea 
Britain  cannot  be  aothorixed  to  dedoee  t^  rale 
of  the  war  of  1756,  by  implieation,  fraa  soek 
treaties  and  such  ordinances ;  while  it  is  sot  trtie 
that  the  rule  forms  a  part  of  the  law  of  latioDs, 
nor  that  it  has  been  adopted  by  any  other  Gor- 
ernment ;  nor  that  even  Great  Britain  herself  has 
uniformly  practised  upon  the  rale ;  since  its  tp- 
plication  was  unknown  from  the  war  of  17^ 
until  the  French  war  of  1702,  inelndii^defoti/e 
period  of  the  American  war.    Liet  it  he,  ir^a- 
men tatively,  allowed,  however,  that  Great  Brit- 
ain possessed  the  right,  as  well  as  the  power,  to 
revive  and  enforce  the  rule ;  3ret,  the  time  and  the 
manner  of  exercising  the  power,  wooid  afford 
ample  cause  for  reproach.     The  ciioess  of  the 
United  States  had  openly  engaged  in  ma  exfen- 
sive  trade  with  the  French  isknds.  in  the  West 
Indies,  ignorant  of  the  alleged  existence  of  the 
rule  of  the  war  of  1756,  or  oaapnrixed  of  any  in- 
tention to  call  it  into  action,  when  the  order  of 
the  6th  of  November,  1793,  was  silently  clicolated 
among  the  British  cruisers,  consigning  to  legal 
adjudication,  *'all  vessels  loaden  with  goods,  the 
produce  of  any  colony  of  France,  or  carrying  pro- 
visions or  supplies,  for  the  use  of  any  snch  colo- 
ny .^'t    A  great  portion  of  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States  was  thus  annihilated  at  a  blov; 
the  amicable  dispositions  of  the  Gvovernment  were 
again  disregarded  and  contemned ;  the  sensibility 
of  the  nation  was  excited  to  a  high  degree  of  re- 
sentment, by  the  apparent  treachery  of  the  Bnodi 
order ;  and  a  recourse  to  reprisals^  or  to  wsr.  for 
indemnity  and  redress,  seemed  to  be  unavoidahle. 
But  the  love  of  justice  had  established  the  hwof 
neutrality ;  and  the  love  of  peace  taught  a  lesaoi 
of  forbearance.    The   Americaa    QoTemnes^ 
therefore,  rising  superior  to  the  proTocatioatii^ 
the  passiona  of  the  day,  instituted  a  speeiaJa^ 

*8ee  the  Older  in  Connoil  of  die  8th  ciJnm^^ 
and  the  remonstrance  of  the  American  Gov— — ^ 
tttee  the  British  cider  of  the  6lh  of  Ha  loiahr,!^?*^ 


1421 


AFPMDDL 


1422 


Cbtifet  and  Character  tf  the  War. 


lion  to  represent  at  the  Court  of  London  the  in- 
[ories  and  the  indignities  which  it  had  suffered ; 
'  to  vittdieate  its  rights  with  firmness,  and  to  cul- 
ivate  peace  with  sincerity."*  The  immediate 
-esnit  of  this  mission  was  a  treaty  of  amitr,  com- 
nerce,and  navigation,  between  tne  United  States 
ind  Qreat  Britain,  which  was  signed  bj  the  ne- 
gotiators on  the  19th  of  November,  1794,  and 
toally  ratified,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  in 
he  year  1795.  Bat  both  the  mission  and  its  re- 
olt,  serve,  also,  to  display  the  independence  and 
he  impartiality  of  the  American  Qovemmentj  in 
.sserting  its  riehts  and  performing  its  duties, 
qually  una  wed  and  unbiassed  by  the  instru- 
aents  of  belligerent  power  or  persuasion. 

On  the  foundation  of  this  treaty  the  United 
States,  in  a  pure  spirit  of  good  faith  and  eonfi- 
lenee,  raised  the  hope  and  the  expectation,  that 
he  maritime  usurpations  of  Great  Britain  would 
iease  to  annoy  them ;  that  all  doubtful  claims  of 
urisdiction  would  be  suspended ;  and  that  even 
he  exercise  of  an  incontestable  right  would  be  so 
Dodified,  as  to  present  neither  insult,  nor  outrage, 
lor  inconvenience,  to  their  flag  or  to  their  com- 
aerce;  but  the  hope  and  the  expectation  of  the 
Joited  States  have  been  fatally  disappointed. 
Some  relaxation  in  the  rigor,  without  any  altera- 
ion  in  the  principle,  of  the  Order  in  Council  of 
he  6th  of  November,  1793,  was  introduced  by 
he  subsequent  Orders  of  the  8th  of  January,  1794, 
.nd  the  25ih  of  January,  1798;  but  from  the  rat- 
fication  of  the  Treaty  of  1794.  until  the  short 
espite  afforded  by  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  in  1802, 
he  commerce  of  the  United  States  continued  to 
le  the  prey  of  British  cruisers  and  privateers, 
inder  the  adjudicating  patronage  of  the  British 
ribunals.  Another  grievance,  however,  assumed 
t  this  epoch  a  form  and  magnitude  which  cast 
i  shade  over  the  social  happiness^  as  well  as  the 
K>Htical  independence  of  the  nation.  The  mer- 
ihant  vessels  of  the  United  States  were  arrested 
m  the  high  seas,  while  in  the  prosecution  of  dis- 
aot  voyages;  eunsiderablenumbers  of  their  crews 
rere  impressed  into  the  naval  service  of  Great 
Britain ;  the  commercial  adventures  of  the  own- 
rrs  were  often,  consequently,  defeated ;  and  the 
OSS  of  property,  the  embarrassments  of  trade  and 
lavigation,  aad  the  scene  of  domestic  affliction, 
lecame  intolerable.  This  grievance  (which  con- 
ititutes  an  important  surviving  cause  oif  the  Amer- 
can  declaration  of  war)  was  early,  and  has  been 
ncessaotly,  urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  Brit- 
sh  Government.  Even  in  the  year  1792,  they 
ivere  told  of  "  the  irritation  that  it  had  excited, 
Lod  of  the  difficulty  of  avoiding  to  make  imme- 
liate  reprisals  on  their  seamen  in  the  United 
3tates.'7  They  were  told  ''that  to  many  in- 
itances  of  the  kind  had  happene<L  that  it  was  quite 
lecessary  they  should  explain  tnemscives  on  the 

•  See  the  Piesidenf  s  Message  to  the  Senate^  of  the 
l6Ch  of  April,  1794,  nomhiattng  Bfr.  Jay  as  Envoy 
Sxtraordinary  to  his  Britannie  Majesty. 

f  See  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jeflbraon,  Secrstaiy  of  State, 
o  Mr.  Finkney,  Minister  at  London,  dated  the  11th  of 
[one,  17911. 


subiect,  and  be  led  to  disavow  and  punish  such 
violence,  which  had  never  been  experienced  from 
any  other  nation."*  And  they  were  told  "  of  the 
inconvenience  of  such  conduct,  and  of  the  impos- 
sibility of  letting  it  go  on,  so  that  the  British  Min* 
intty  should  be  made  sensible  of  the  necessity  of 
punishing  the  past,  and  preventing  the  future.'^t 
But  after  the  Treaty  of  Amity.  Commerce,  and 
Navigation,  had  been  ratified,  tne  nature  and  the 
extent  of  the  grievance  became  still  more  mani-^ 
fest ;  and  it  was  clearlv  and  firmly  presented  to 
the  view  of  the  British  €k>vernment,  as  leading 
unavoidably  to  discord  and  war  between  the  twi> 
nations.  They  were  told,  ''that  unless  they 
would  come  to  some  accommodation  which  mighl 
insure  the  American  seamen  against  this  oppres- 
sion, measures  would  be  taken  to  cause  the  in* 
convenience  to  be  equalijr  felt  on  both  sides*"} 
They  were  told,  "that  the  impressment  of  Amer- 
ican citizens,  to  serve  on  board  of  British  armed 
vessels,  was  not  only  an  injury  to  the  unfortunate 
individuals,  but  it  naturally  excited  certain  emo- 
tions in  the  breasts  of  the  nation  to  whom  they 
belonged,  and  of  the  just  and  humane  of  every 
country;  and  that  an  expectation  was  indulged 
that  orders  would  be  given  that  the  Americans, 
so  circumstanced,  should  be  immediately  liber- 
ated, and  that  the  British  officers  should,  in  fu- 
ture, abstain  from  similar  violences." ||  They 
were  told,  "  that  the  subject  was  of  much  great- 
er importance  than  had  been  supposed;  anuthat, 
instead  of  a  few,  and  those  in  many  Instances 
equivocal  cases,  the  American  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  London  had,  in  nine  months  (part  of  the 
years  1796  and  1797)  made  applications  for  the 
discharge  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  sea- 
men, who  had,  in  most  cases,  exhibited  such  evi- 
dence as  to  satisfy'him  that  tney  were  real  Amer- 
icans, forced  into  the  British  service,  and  perse- 
vering, generally,  in  refusing  pay  and  bounty."} 
They  were  told,  "  that  if  the  British  Govern ment 
had  any  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  United  States, 
any  respect  for  the  nation,  and  placed  any  value 
on  their  friendship^  it  would  facilitate  the  means 
of  relieving  their  oppressed  citizens."1[  They 
were  told,  ''that  the  British  naval  officers  often 
impressed  Swedes,  Danes,  and  other  foreigners, 
from  the  vessels  of  the  United  States;  that  they 
might,  with  as  much  reason,  rob  American  ves- 
sels of  property  or  merchandise  of  Swedes,  Danes, 
and  Portuguese,  as  seise  and  detain  in  their  ser- 

*  See  the  letter  from  Mr.  Je£forson  to  Mr.  Pinkney, 
dated  the  12th  of  October,  1792. 

t  See  the  letter  from  the  same  to  the  same,  dated  the 
8th  of  November,  1792. 

:[  See  the  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney,  Minister  at  Lon- 
don, to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  13th  of  March, 
179a 

I  See  the  note  of  Mr.  Jay,  Envoy  Bxtraordinaiy,  to 
Lord  Grenvitte,  dated  the  30th  of  July,  1794. 

§  dee  the  letter  of  Mr.  Kmg,  Minister  at  London,  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  13th  of  April,  1797. 

IT  See  the  letter  from  Mr.  Pickering,  Secretary  of 
State,  to  Mr.  King,  Minister  at  London,  dated  the  10th 
of  September,  1790, 
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Yiee  the  sabjecu  of  those  nations  foand  on  board 
of  American  vessels ;  and  that  the  President  was 
extremelf  anxioas  to  bare  this  business  of  im- 
pressing placed  on  a  reasonable  footing."*  And 
they  were  told,  "  that  the  impressment  of  Amer- 
lean  seamen  was  an  injury  of  very  serioos  mag- 
nit  ade,  which  deeply  affected  the  feelings  and 
honor  of  the  nation  ;  that  no  right  had  been  as- 
serted to  impress  the  natives  of  America,  yet, 
that  they  were  impressed ;  they  were  dragged  on 
board  British  ships  of  war,  with  the  evidence  of 
citizenship  in  their  hands,  and  forced  by  vio- 
lence there  to  serve  antil  conclusive  testimonials 
of  their  birth  could  be  obtained ;  that  many  mast 
perish  unrelieved,  and  all  were  detained  a  con- 
siderable time  in  lawless  and  injurious  confine- 
ment; that  the  continuance  of  the  practice  must 
inevitably  produce  discord  between  two  nations, 
which  ought  to  be  the  friends  of  each  other ;  and 
that  it  was  more  advisable  to  desist  from,  and  to 
talw  effectual  measures  to  prevent  an  acknowl- 
edged wrong,  than,  by  perseverance  in  that  wrong, 
t6  excite  against  toemselves  the  well-foimded  re- 
sentments of  America,  and  force  the  Government 
mto  measures  which  may  possibly  terminate  in 
aa  open  rttptare."t 

Such  were  the  feelings  and  the  sentiments  of 
the  American  GoTernmentj  under  every  change 
of  its  administration,  in  relation  to  the  British 
practice  of  impressment;  and  such  the  remon- 
strances addressed  to  the  justice  of  Great  Britain. 
It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  this  cause,  independ- 
ent of  every  other,  has  been  uniformly  deemed  a 
just  and  certain  cause  of  war;  yet,  the  chnraeter- 
Mlic  policy  of  the  United  States  still  prevailed: 
remonstrance  was  onhr  succeeded  by  negotiation, 
and  every  assertion  or  American  rights  was  ac- 
eMBpanied  with  an  overture  to  secure,  in  any 
waeticahle  form,  the  rights  of  Great  Britain4 
Time  seemed,  however^  to  render  it  more  and 
Skore  difficult  to  ascertain  and  fix  the  standard  of 
the  British  rights,  according  to  the  succession  of 
the  British  claims.  The  right  of  entering  and 
searching  an  American  merchant  ship,  for  the 
purpose  of  impressment,  was,  for  awhile,  confined 
10  the  case  of  British  deserters;  and  even  so  late 
aa  the  month  of  February,  1800,  the  Minister  of 
Hia  Britannic  Majesty,  then  at  Philadelphia, 
urged  the  American  Gk)veroment  "to  take  into 
consideration,  as  the  only  means  of  drying  up 
•very  source  of  comj>laiot  and  irritation  upon  that 
head,  a  proposal  which  he  had  made  two  years 
before,  in  the  name  of  His  Majesty's  Government, 
for  the  reciprocal  restitution  of  deserters."!!    But 

*  Bee  the  letter  firom  Mr.  Pickering  to  Mr.  King, 
dated  the  86th  of  October,  1796. 

tdee  the  letter  from  Mr.  Marshall,  Secretary  ot 
State,  (now  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  Btetes,)  to  Mr. 
King,  Minister  at  London,  dated  the  SOth  of  Septem- 
ber, 1000. 

%  See  particularly  Mr.  King's  propostttons  to  Lord 
Qrenville,  and  Lord  Hawkesbnry,  itf  the  13th  bf  April, 
1707,  the  16th  of  Maich,  1799,  the  S6th  of  Febraaiy, 
ItOl,  and  in  July,  1813. 

I  See  Mr.  Lirton's  note  to  Mr.  Pickering,  the  Secte- 
ary  of  State,  dated  the  4th  of  Febrnaiy,  1800. 


this  project  of  a  treaty  waa  then  deemed  insdiaii- 
sibie,  by  the  President  of  the  Uoited  Stacts.  twi 
the  chief  officers  of  the  Rzecative  departneatsof 
the  Government,  whom  he  coBsaited  iotthe  aae 
reason,  specifieaiiy,  which,  at  a  sahegoeut  pe- 
riod, induced  the  President  of  the  Uaiicd  Ststa 
to  withhold  his  approbation  from  tk  tnsly  oe* 
gotiated  by  the  American  MiiuatcfsatLgadoDin 
the  year  1806.  namely:   ''that  it  didsocsoffi- 
ciently  provide  against  theimpressmeatflCinef 
ican  seamen;'**  and  ''tha^  it  is  better tstamao 
article,  and  to  meet  the  coBacqaeoces,  tki  wc 
to  enumerate  merchant  vessels  on  thehi|;i«&f 
among  the  things  not  to  be  forcibly  catcni  a 
search  of  deserters."!    But  the  Bridui  claim,  a* 
pending  with  singular  elastieity,  was  sooa  fosad 
to  include  a  right  to  enter  American  msds  a 
the  high  seas,  in  order  to  seareh  for  and  seize  ill 
British  seamen;  it  next  emfanraeed  the  esse <tf 
every  British  subject,  and  finally,  in  its  practieai 
eoforcementi  it  has  been  ezteaded  to  evny  ash- 
ner  who  could  not  prove,  upon  the  spot,  thatk 
was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

While  the  nature  of  the  British  daim  wastJia 
aiftbigootts  and  floetnating,  the  principle  lo  wM 
it  was  referred,  for  justice  and  support,  apptu- 
ed  to  be  at  once  arbitrary  and  ilinaory.  It  vas 
not  recorded  in  any  noeitive  code  of  the  hw  of 
nations ;  it  was  not  displayed  in  the  doaeBtaf 
works  of  the  civilian,  nor  had  it  ever  beea  exea- 
plified  in  the  maritime  usages  of  any  other  couh 
tnr,  in  any  other  age^  In  truth,  it  was  tlie  ai^ria; 
of  the  municipal  law  of  Oreat  Briaii  tkme, 
equally  operative  in  a  tinae  of  peace  asd  iit  line 
of  war ;  and,  under  all  eiieamaianees^  iafliehasa 
coercive  jurisdiction  upon  the  eoaunoce  m 
navigation  of  the  world.. 

For  the  l^ittmate  righu  of  the  bpUigaea: 
Powers,  the  United  States  had  felt  and  eriaeed  t 
siaeere  and  open  respect.  Ahkaogk  thty  had 
marked  a  diversity  of  doctrine  aaMMf  the  most 
celebrated  jurists,  upon  maay  of  the  iitkated 
poinu  of  the  late  war;  althc^  they  had  for- 
merly espoused,  with  the  eample  of  the  moat 
powerful  Qovernment  of  Eoiofe,  the  pnaeinks 
of  the  armed  neutrality,  which  were  estahliAfd 
in  the  vear  1760,  upon  the  basis  of  the  meooia- 
ble  declaration  of  the  Empiess  of  all  the  Rosnas; 
and  altheiigh  the  principles  of  that  deeUiaiioa 
have  been  incorporated  into  all  th^  puhlie  iitt* 
ties,  ezoept  in  the  instance  of  the  Treaty  of  1791 
yet  the  United  Sutes,  still  faithful  to  the  peak 
and  impartial  policy  which  they  profoscd,  ^ 
not  hesttate,  even  at  the  coauaeneement  of  ibe 
French  revolutionary  war,  to  accept  and  alive 
the  exposition  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  if  ea& 
then  maintained  by  Qreat  Britain ;  and  coaae 


*  See  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pickerings  Secntsj  ^ 
Siate,  enclosing  a  plan  of  a  tieaty,  dated  the  3d  of  JEtj- 
IMO^  aad  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Wofeott,  Secreiaiy^* 
Treseaiy,  dated  the  14th  of  April,  1800. 

t  See  the  opinion  of  Mr.Bloddert,  Seoetair^^ 
Navy,  dated  die  S8d  of  ApaU  1800,  and  the^"* 
of  Mr.  Lee,  AttenMyOenetal,  deled  the  SMi^'^ 
ruary,  and  the  aoth  of  April,  1800. 
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queoU^jto  uimic,  upon  a  mueh  contested  point, 
at  the  property  of  tier  enemy,  in  their  Teneis 
ight  he  iawfaily  captured  as  prize  of  war.*  It 
IS  also  freely  admitted,  that  a  belligerent  Power 
id  a  rifj^ht,  with  proper  cautions,  to  enter  and 
irch  American  vessels  for  the  goods  of  an  ene- 
Yi  and  for  articles  contraband  of  war ;  that  if 
on  a  search  such  goods  or  articles  were  found, 
if,  in  the  course  of  the  search,  persons  in  the 
ilitary  service  of  the  enemy  were  discovered,  a 
lligereot  had  a  right  of  transhipment  and  re- 
)val ;  that  a  belligerent  had  a  right,  in  doubtful 
ses,  to  carry  American  vessels  to  a  eonventent 
ition  for  further  examination,  and  that  a  belliff- 
?nt  had  a  right  to  exclude  American  vessds 
»m  ports  and  places,  under  the  blockade  of  an 
equate  naval  force.  These  rights  the  law  of 
tions  might  reasonably  be  deemed  to  sanction, 
r  has  a  fair  exercise  of  the  powers  necessary 
r  the  enjoyment  of  these  rights  been,  at  any 
ne,  controverted  or  opposed  by  the  American 
oveniraent. 

But  it  must  be  again  remarked,  that  the  claim 
Qreat  Britain  was  not  to  be  satisfied  by  the 
ost  am[de  and  explicit  recognition  of  the  law  of 
ar;  for,  the  law  of  war  treats  only  of  the  rela* 
>ns  of  a  belligerent  to  his  enemv,  while  the 
rim  of  Ghreat  Britain  embraced,  also,  the  rela* 
ms  between  a  Soverei|fa  and  his  subjects.  It 
IS  said,  that  every  British  siubject  was  bound 
'  a  tie  of  allegiance  to  his  Sovereign,  which  no 
pse  of  time,  no  change  of  place,  no  exigency  of 
e,  could  possibly  weaken  or  dissolve.  It  was 
id,  that  the  British  Sovereign  was  entitled,  at 
I  periods,  and  on  all  occasions,  to  the  services 
his  subjects.  And  it  was  said,  that  the  British 
(ssels  of  war  upon  the  high  seas,  might  lawfully 
id  forcibly  enter  the  merchant  vessels  of  every 
her  nation  Y for  the  theory  of  these  pretensions 
not  Itmitea  to  the  ease  of  the  United  States, 
though  that  case  hae  been,  almost  exclusively, 
iected  by  their  practical  operation)  for  the  por- 
ise  of  discovering  and  impressing  British  sub* 
cts.t  The  United  States  presume  not  to  discuss 
le  forms,  or  the  principles,  of  the  g[overnments 
tablisked  in  other  countries.  &AJoyin|;  the  right 
Id  the 'blessing  of  self-government,  they  leave, 
aplicitly,  to  every  foreign  nation,  the  choice  of 
s  social  and  political  institutions.  But  w hat- 
ter may  be  the  form  or  the  principle  of  movem- 
ent, it  is  an  universal  axiom  of  public  law, 
noDg  sovereign  and  independent  States,  that 
irery  nation  is  bound  so  to  use  and  enjoy  its  own 
ghts  as  not  to  injure  or  destroy  the  rights  of 
ny  other  nation.  Say  then,  that  the  tie  of  alle- 
lance  cannot  be  severed,  or  relaxed,  as  respects 
te  sovereign  and  the  subject;  and  say,  that  the 
>vereign  is,  at  dl  times,  entitled  to  the  services 

*  See  the  correspondence  of  the  year  179S»  between 
Ir.  Jeffinon,  Secretaiy  of  Stsia,  sod  tke  Ministers  of 
reat  Britain  and  France.  See  alao  Mr.  Jeffeveon's 
tter  to  the  Aaeiican  Minister  at  Paris,  of  the  same 
Mr*  leqoesttag  the  leeall  of  Mr.  Genet 

t8ee  the  British  deelaiitifln  of  the  10th  of  JanQ«3F9 
Bia. 


of  the  subject ;  stilly  there  is  nothiosr  gained,  in 
support  of  the  British  claim,  unless  it  can,  also, 
be  said,  that  the  British  Sovereign  has  a  right  to 
seek  and  seize  his  subject,  while  actually  within 
the  dominion  or  under  the  special  protection  of 
another  Sovereign  State.  This  will  not  surely 
be  denominated  a  process  of  the  law  of  nations, 
for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  rights  of  war ; 
and  if  it  shall  be  tolerated  as  a  process  of  the  mu- 
nicipal law  of  Great  Britain,  tor  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  the  rif^t  of  the  Sovereign  to  tne  ser- 
vice of  his  subjects,  there  is  no  principle  of  dis- 
crimination which  can  prevent  its  being  em- 
ployed in  peace  or  in  war,  with  all  the  attendant 
abuses  of  force  and  fraud,  to  justify  the  seizure  of 
British  subjects  for  crimes  or  for  debts;  and  the 
seizure  of  British  property,  for  any  cause  that 
shall  be  arbitrarily  assigned.  The  introduction 
of  these  dejpradiag  novelties  into  the  maritime 
code  of  nations,  it  has  been  the  arduous  task  of 
the  American  Government,  in  the  onset,  to  op-* 
pose ;  and  it  rests  with  all  other  Governments  to 
decide,  how  far  their  honor  and  their  interests 
must  be  eventually  implicated,  by  a  tacit  acquies- 
cence, in  the  successive  usurpations  of  the  British 
fiitf.  If  the  right  claimed  by  Great  Britain  be, 
indeed,  common  to  all  Governments,  the  ocean 
will  exhibit,  in  addition  to  its  many  other  perils, 
a  scene  of  everlasting  strife  and  contention ;  but 
what  other  Gbvernment  bns  ever  claimed  or 
exercised  the  right  ?  If  the  right  shall  be  exclu- 
sively establish^  as  a  trophy  of  the  naval  supe- 
riority of  Great  Britain,  the  ocean,  which  has 
been  sometimes  emphatically  denominated,  "  the 
highway  of  nations,'*  will  be  identified,  in  occu- 
pancy and  use,  with  the  dominions  of  the  British 
Crown ;  and  every  other  nation  must  enjov  the 
liberty  of  passage,  upon  the  payment  of  a  trioute, 
or  the  indul|^enee  of  a  license ;  but  what  nation 
is  prepared  for  this  sacrifice  of  its  honor  and  its 
interests?  And  if,  after  all,  the  right  be  now 
asserted  (as  experience  too  plainly  indicates)  for 
the  purpose  of  imposing  upon  the  United  States, 
to  accommodate  the  British  maritime  policy,  a 
new  and  odious  limitation  of  the  sovereignty  and 
independence  which  were  acquired  by  the  glo- 
rious Revolution  of  1776,  it  is  not  for  the  Ameri- 
can Government  to  calculate  the  duration  of  a 
war  that  shall  be  waged,  in  resismnce  of  the  active 
attempts  of  Great  Britain  to  accomplish  her  pro- 
ject; for,  where  is  the  American  citizen  who 
would  tolerate  a  day's  submission  to  the  vassal- 
age of  such  a  condition  ? 

But  the  American  Government  has  seen,  with 
some  surprise,  the  gloss  which  the  Prince  Regent 
of  Great  Britain,  in  his  declaration  of  the  10th  of 
January,  1813,  has  condescended  to  bestow  upon 
the  British  claim  of  a  right  to  impress  men,  on 
board  of  the  merchant  vessels  of  other  nations ; 
and  the  retort,  which  he  has  ventured  to  make, 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  United  States^  relative 
to  the  controverted  doctrines  of  expatriation.  The 
American  Goverament,  like  every  other  civilized 
Government,  avows  the  principle,  and  indulges 
the  practice,  of  naturalizing  forai^«rs.  In  Gkeat 
Britain,  and  throughout  the  Continent  of  Euiope, 
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th«  laws  and  reflations  apoa  the  subject  are 
not  materially  dissimilar,  wben  compared  with 
the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  United  States. 
The  effect,  however,  of  such  naturalization,  upon 
the  connexion,  which  previously  subsisted,  be- 
tween the  naturalized  person  and  the  Govera- 
ment  of  the  country  of  his  birth,  has  been  differ- 
ently considered^  at  different  times,  and  in  differ- 
ent places.  SuU,  there  are  many  respects  in 
whlcn  a  diversity  of  opinion  does  not  exist,  and 
cannot  arise.  It  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that  an 
act  of  naturalization  is  not  a  violation  of  the  law 
of  nations ;  and  that,  in  particular,  it  is  not,  in 
itself,  an' offence  a|[ainst  the  Grovernment  whose 
subject  is  naturalized.  It  is  agreed,  that  an  act 
of  naturalization  creates,  between  the  partica,  the 
reciprocal  obligations  of  allegiance  and  protection. 
It  is  agreed,  that  while  a  naturalized  citizen  con- 
tinues within  the  territory  ind  jurisdiction  of  his 
adoptive  Qovernmeot,  he  cannot  be  pursued,  or 
seized,  or  restrained,  by  his  Sovereign.  It  is 
agreed,  that  a  naturalized  citizen,  whatever  may 
be  thought  of  the  claims  of  the  Sovereign  of  his 
native  country,  cannot  lawfully  b^  withdrawn 
from  the  obligations  of  his  contract  of  naturali- 
zation, by  the  force,  or  the  seduction,  of  a  third 
Power.  And  it  is  agreed,  that  no  Sovereign  can 
lawfully  interfere,  to  take  from  the  service,  or 
the  employment,  of  another  Sovereign,  persons 
who  are  not  the  subjects  of  either  of  tne  Sov- 
ereigns engaged  in  the  transaction.  Beyond  the 
grinciples  of  these  accorded  propositions,  what 
ave  the  United  Stales  done  to  justify  the  impu- 
tation of  "  harboring  British  seamen,  and  exer- 
cising an  assumed  right,  to  transfer  the  allegiance 
of  British  subjects  F*  The  United  States  have, 
indeed}  insisted  upon  the  right  of  navigating  the 
ocean  in  peace  and  safety,  protecting  all  that  is 
covered  if  their  flag,  as  on  a  place  of  equal  and 
common  jurisdiction  to  all  nations;  save  where 
the  law  of  war  interposes  the  exceptions  of  visi- 
tation, search,  and  capture ;  but,  in  doing  this, 
they  have  done  no  wrong.  The  United  states 
in  perfect  consistency,  it  is  believed,  with  the 
practice  of  all  belligerent  nations,  not  even  ex- 
cepting Great  Britain  herself,  have,  indeed,  an- 
nounced a  determination,  since  the  declaration  of 
hostilities,  to  afford  protection,  as  well  to  the 
naturalized,  as  to  the  native  citizen,  who,  giving 
the  strongest  proofs  of  fidelity,  should  be  taken  in 
arms  by  the  enemy ;  and  the  British  cabinet  well 
know,  that  this  determination  could  have  no 
influence  upon  those  councils  of  their  Sovereign, 
which  preceded  and  produced  the  war.  It  was 
not,  then,  to  "harbor  British  seamen,"  nor  to 
"  transfer  the  allegiance  of  British  subjects ;"  nor 
to  ^cancel  the  jurisdiction  of  their  legitimate 
Sovereign ;"  nor  to  vindicate  *^  the  pretension  that 
acts  of  naturalization,  and  certificates  of  citizen- 
ship, were  as  valid  out  of  their  own  territory  as 
within  it;"t  that  the  United  States  have  asserted 

*  Bee  the  British  declaration  of  the  10th  of  Januafy, 
1818. 

tSee  these  pssBsges  in  the  British  declsiation  of  the 
10th  of  Jsnoaiy,  1818. 


the  honor  and  the  privilege  of  thait  fia^  by  ik 
force  of  reason  and  of  amaa.    Bat  itwasioresifti 
systematic  scheme  of  maritime  agsraadoeoeBi, 
which,  prescribing  to  every  other  naiioa  t&eiimi& 
of  a  territorial  boundary^  claimed  forGfeai  Bnt- 
ain  the  exclusive  dominion  of    the  kbs;  aa^ 
which,  spurning  the  settled  prineipleiQC  iheltw 
of  war,  condemned  the  ships  and  manssBof  the 
United  States  to  suffer,  opon   the  higkan  and 
virtually  within  the  jurisdiction  of  tMii  ii|.  the 
most  rigorous  dispensationa  of  the  BritiAaBsi- 
cipal  c<Me,  inflicted  by  the  coarse  and  hseiaBBs 
hand  of  a  British  press-gang^. 

The  injustice  of  the  British  claim,  sa4  \k 
cruelty  of  the  British  practice,  bare  tested,  f«t 
series  of  years,  the  pride  and  the  patience  of  tk 
American  €k>vernment;  bat,  still,  every  expoi- 
ment  was  anxiously  made  to  avoid  the  last  reson 
of  nations.  The  claim  of  Great  Britain,  is  ia 
theory,  was  limited  to  the  right  of  seeking  asd 
impressing  its  own  subjects,  on  board  of  the  ma- 
chant  vessels  of  the  united  States,  althoagkii 
fatal  experience,  it  has  been  extended  (as  slresn 
appears)  to  the  seizure  of  the  sobjeets  of  eroj 
other  Power,  sailing  under  a  volantary  eoatn^ 
with  the  American  merchant;  to  the  seirsieof 
the  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  Suies,  ail- 
ing, also,  under  voluntary  contracts,  whickerery 
foreiffuer,  independent  of  any  act  of  natarslizatios, 
is  at  liberty  to  form  in  every  country;  aaderes 
to  the  seizure  of  the  native  citizens  ctftheUaiicd 
States,  sailing  on  board  the  ships  of  tkcir  ova 
nation,  in  the  prosecution  of  a  lawful  eonaeree. 
The  excuse,  for  what  has  been  unfeelingly  teraied, 
"  partial  mistakes,  and  occasional  abiue.^  wkea 
the  right  of  impressment  was  practised  tovix^s 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  is,  in  the  words  of 
the  Prince  Regent's  declaration,  "  a  similarity  of 
language  and  manners;"  bat  wasic  sot  known, 
when  this  excuse  was  offered  lo  the  world,  that 
the  Russian,  the  Swede,  the  Dso^  aod  ihe  Get- 
man ;  that  the  Frenchman,  the  Spaniard,  and 
the  Portuguese ;  nay,  that  the  Afiiean  and  the 
Asiatic ;  between  whom  and  the  people  of  Qrcai 
Britain  there  exists  no  sinibriiy  of  Ungnagc, 
manners,  or  complexion ;  had  been,  equally  with 
the  American  citizen  and  the  British  suBjMt,  the 
victims  of  the  impress  tyranny  ?t  ^  however, 
the  excuse  be  sincere ;  if  the  real  object  of  ibe 
impressment  be  merely  to  secure  to  Great  Btinii 
the  naval  services  of  her  own  subjects,  and  not  ts 
man  her  fleets,  in  every  practicable  nMde  of  e&- 
listment,  by  right  or  by  wrong;  and  if  a  instsal 
generous  Government,  professing  mntuaf  frieo^ 
ship  and  respect,  may  be  presumed  to  prefer  tte 
accomplishment  even  of  a  legitimate  purpose  by 
means  the  least  afflicting  and  iigarioas  tosthns, 
why  have  the  overtures  of  the  United  States,  o^ 
fering  other  means  as  effectual  as  impresmei^ 
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tSea  die  letttt  of  Ifr.  Pickering,  SocMfesiy 
to  Mr.  King*  Ministsr  at  London,  of  the  Mih 
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r  the  porpoM  aTow^d^  to  the  eonsideiatioo  and 
eeptanee  of  Qreat  Britain,  been  forerer  eluded 

rejected  1    It  hat  been  offered,  that  the  number 

men  to  be  protected  by  an  American  TesBel, 
oald  be  limited  by  her  tonnaffe;  that  British 
icers  should  be  permitted,  in  British  ports,  to 
ter  the  vessel,  id  order  to  ascertain  the  number 
men  on  board ;  and  that,  in  case  of  an  addition 
her  crew,  the  British  subjects  enlisted  should 

liable  to  impressment.*  It  was  offered  in  the 
lemn  form  of  a  law,  that  American  seamen 
Dold  be  registered  5  that  thev  should  be  provi- 
d  with  certificates  of  citizenship;!  aadthat  the 
11  of  the  crew  of  every  vessel  should  be  formally 
thenticated4  It  was  offered,  that  no  refuge  or 
otection  should  be  given  to  deserters ;  but  tbat, 
I  the  contrary,  they  should  be  surrendered. ||  It 
IS  '*  again  and  again  offered,  to  eoncur  in  a  eon- 
ntion,  which  it  was  thought  practicable  to  be 
rmed  and  which  should  settle  the  questions  of 
ipressment,  in  a  manner  that  would  be  safe  for 
Qgland,  and  satisfactory  to  the  United  States."§ 
was  offered,  that  each  party  should  prohibit  its 
tizens  or  subjects,  from  clandestinely  conceal- 
g  or  carrying  away,  from  the  territories  or  col- 
lies of  the  other,  any  seaman  belonging  to  the 
her  party.lT  And,  conclusively,  it  has  been  of- 
red  and  declared  by  law,  that  "after  the  termi* 
tioD  of  the  present  war,  it  should  not  be  lawful 
employ  on  board  of  any  of  the  public  or  private 
ssels  of  the  United  States,  any  persons,  except 
tizcDs  of  the  United  States;  and  that  no  for- 
^ner  should  be  admitted  to  become  a  citizen 
ireafter,  who  had  not,  for  the  continued  term  of 
^e  years,  resided  within  the  United  States,  with- 
it  being,  at  any  time,  during  the  five  years,  out 

the  territory  of  the  United  States."** 

It  is  manifest  then,  that  such  provision  might 
>  made  by  law;  and  that  such  provision  has 
•en  repeatedly  and  urgently  proposed ;  as  would, 
all  future  times,  exclude  from  the  maritime 
rvice  of  the  United  States,  both  in  public  and 
.  private  vessels,  every  person,  who  could,  pos- 
bljr,  be  claimed  bv  Great  Britain,  as  a  native 
ibject,  whether  he  bad,  or  had  not,  been  natural- 

*8ee  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jefienoo,  Secretary  of  State, 
Mr.  Pinkney,  Minister  at  London,  dated  the  Uth  of 
me,  1793,  and  the  letter  of  Mr.  Pickering,  SecreUiy 
'State,  to  Mr.  King,  MinisUr  at  London,  dated  the 
h  of  Jane,  1796. 

tSee  the  act  of  Congresi,  passed  the  38th  of  May, 
796. 

t  See  the  letter  of  Mr.  Pidtering,  Secretary  of  State 
)  Mr.  King,  Minister  at  London,  dated  the  8th  of  June, 
796. 

I  See  the  project  of  a  treaty  on  the  subject,  between 
[r.  Pickering,  Secretary  of  State,  and  Mr.  I^ton,  the 
ritiah  Minister,  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  year  1800. 

$  See  the  letter  of  Mr.  King*  Minister  at  London,  to 
le  Secretary  of  Sute,  dated  the  16th  of  Maich»  1799. 

f  See  the  letter  of  Mr.King,  to  the  Secrstaiy  of  Stale, 
ftted  m  JnlV)  1803. 

**  See  the  aet  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  adof  Maieb, 
B18. 


ized  in  America.*  Enforoed  by  the  same  sanctiona 
and  securities^  which  are  employed  to  enforce  the 
penal  code  of  Qreat  Britain,  as  well  as  the  penal 
code  of  the  United  States,  the  provision  would 
afford  the  stronrest  evidence,  that  no  British  suh> 
ject  could  be  found  in  service  on  board  of  an 
American  vessel;  and,  consequently,  whatever 
might  be  the  British  right  of  impressment,  in  the 
abstract,  there  would  remain  no  justifiable  motive, 
there  could  hardly  be  invented  a  plausible  pretext, 
to  exercise  it.  at  the  expense  of  the  American 
right  of  lawful  commerce.  If,  too,  as  it  has  some- 
times been  insinuated,  there  wouidj  nevertheless, 
be  room  for  frauds  and  evasions,  it  is  sufficient  to 
observe,  that  the  American  Qovemment  would 
always  be  ready  to  hear,  and  to  redress,  every 
just  complaint ;  or,  if  redress  were  sought  and  re- 
fused, (a  preliminary  course,  that  ought  never  to 
have  been  omitted,  but  which  Gkeat  Britain  has 
never  pursued,)  it  would  still  be  in  the  power  of 
the  British  Government  to  resort  to  its  own  force, 
by  acts  equivalent  to  war,  for  the  reparation  or 
its  wrongs.  But  Great  Britain  has,  unhappily, 
perceived  in  the  acceptance  of  the  overtures,  of 
the  American  Government,  consequences  inju- 
rious to  her  maritime  policy ;  and,  therefore,  with- 
holds it,  at  the  expense  of  her  justice.  She  per- 
ceives, perhaps,  a  loss  of  the  American  nursery 
for  her  seamen,  while  she  is  at  peace;  a  loss  of 
the  service  of  American  crews,  while  she  is  at 
war;  and  a  loss  of  many  of  those  opportunities, 
which  have  enabled  her  to  enrich  her  navy,  by 
the  spoils  of  the  American  commerce,  without 
exposing  her  own  commerce  to  the  risk  of  retalia- 
tion or  reprisals.  Thus,  were  the  United  States, 
in  a  season  of  reputed  peace, involved  in  the  evils 
of  a  state  of  war ;  and  thus  was  the  American 
flag  annoyed  by  a  nation  still  professing  to  cherish 
the  sentimenu  of  mutual  friendship  and  respect, 
which  had  been  recently  vouched,  by  the  faith  of 
a  solemn  treaty.  But  the  American  Government 
even  yet  abstained  from  vhidicating  its  rights, 
and  from  avenging  its  wron^  by  an  appeal  to 
arms.  It  was  not  an  insensibility  to  those  wrongs; 
nor  a  dread  of  British  power ;  nor  a  subserviencv 
to  British  interests,  that  prevailed,  at  that  period, 
in  the  Councils  of  the  United  States ;  but,  under 
all  trials,  the  American  Ghovernment  abstained 
from  the  appeal  to  arms  then,  as  it  has,  repeatedlr 
since  done,  m  its  collisions  with  France,  as  weQ 
as  with  Qreat  Britain,  from  the  purest  love  of 
peace,  while  peace  could  be  rendered  compatible 
with  the  honor  and  independence  of  the  nation. 

During  the  period  which  has  hitherto  been 
more  particuhirly  contemplated,  (from  the  decla- 
ration of  hostilities  between  Great  Briuin  and 
France  in  the  year  1792,  until  the  short-lived 
pacification  of  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  in  1802,) 
there  were  not  wanting  occasions,  to  test  the 
consistency  and  the  impartiality  of  the  American 
Government,  by  a  comparison  of  its  conduct  to- 

*  See  the  letter  of  instractions  from  Mr.  Monroe,  Seo- 
retaiy  of  State,  to  the  Plenipotontiariea  for  treating  of 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  under  the  mediation  of  the 
Emperor  Alexander,  dated  the  IGth  of  April,  1813. 
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wards  Great  Bricaio,  with  its  eondoet  towards 
other  nations.  The  manifestations  of  the  ex- 
treme jealousy  of  the  French  Government,  and 
of  the  intemperate  zeal  of  its  Ministers  near  the 
United  States,  were  eoeral  with  the  nroclama- 
tion  of  neatrality ;  but  after  the  ratineation  of 
the  Treaty  of  London,  the  scene  of  Tiolence,  spo- 
liatioD,  and  contumely,  opened  by  France,  upon 
the  United  States,  became  such,  as  to  admit,  per- 
haps, of  no  parallel,  except  in  the  contemperaneous 
scenes  which  were  exhibited  by  the  injustice  of 
her  great  competitor.  The  American  Gtorem- 
ment  acted,  in  both  cases,  on  the  same  pacific 
policy ;  in  the  same  spirit  of  patience  and  for* 
bearance ;  but  with  the  same  determination,  also, 
to  assert  the  honor  and  independence  of  the  na* 
tion.  When,  therefore,  every  conciliatory  effort 
had  failed,  and  when  two  successiTe  missions  of 
peace  had  been  contemptuously  repulsed,  the 
American  Ooremment,  in  the  year  1798,  annull* 
ed  its  treaties  with  France,  and  waged  a  mari- 
time war  against  the  nation,  for  the  defence  of 
its  citizens,  and  of  its  commerce,  passing  on  the 
hi^h  seas.  But  as  soon  as  the  hope  was  con- 
ceived, of  a  satisfactory  change  in  the  disposi- 
tions of  the  French  Qovemment,  the  American 
Government  hastened  to  send  another  mission  to 
France;  and  a  oonventioUj  signed  in  the  year 
1800,  terminated  the  subsisting  differences  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

Nor  were  the  United  States  able,  daring  the 
same  period,  to  avoid  a  collirion  with  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Spain,  upon  many  important  and 
critical  questions  or  boundary  and  commerce ;  of 
Indian  warfare,  and  maritime  spoliation.  Pre- 
serving, however,  their  system  of  moderation,  in 
the  assertion  of  tneir  rights,  a  course  of  amicable 
discussion  and  explanation,  produced  muloal 
satisfaction ;  and  a  Treaty  of  Friendship,  Limits, 
and  Navigation,  was  formed  in  the  year  1795,  by 
which  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  acquired 
a  right,  for  the  space  of  three  years,  to  deposits 
their  merchandises  and  effects  in  the  port  or  New 
Orleans ;  with  a  promise,  either  that  the  enjoy* 
ment  of  that  right  should  be  indefinitely  contin- 
ued/or  that  another  part  of  the  banks  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi shonld  be  assigned  for  an  equivalent  estab* 
blishment.  But,  when,  in  the  year  1802,  the 
port  of  New  Orleans  was  abruptly  closed  against 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  without  an 
assignment  of  any  other  equivalent  place  of  de- 
posite,  the  harmony  of  the  two  countries  was 
again  most  serioasijr  endangered,  until  the  Sfmn- 
ish  Government,  yielding  to  the  remonstraaceb 
of  the  United  Sutes.  disavowed  the  act  of  the 
Intendant  of  New  Orleans,  and  ordered  the  right 
of  deposits  to  be  reinstated,  oo  the  terms  of  the 
Treaty  of  1795. 

The  effects  produced,  even  by  a  temporary  sus- 
pension of  the  right  of  deposite  at  New  Orleans, 
upon  the  interesto  and  feelings  of  the  nation,  nat- 
urally suffgpsted  to  the  American  Gkivernment 
the  exDedieoey  of  guarding  against  their  coocur- 
leace,  by  the  acquisition  ofa  permanent  property 
in  the  Province  of  Louisiana*  The  Miiuster  of 
the  United  States^  at  Madrid,  was,  accotdiagly, 


instructed  to  apply  to  the  GtoTemmeat  of  Bpm 
upon  the  subject ;  and,  on  the  the  4th  of  mj, 
1803,  he  received  an  answer,   stating,  ihit  '^  by 
the  retrocession  made  to  Frmnce  ftfLoaisnai, 
that  Power  regained  the  province,  'wuk  the  limits 
it  had,  saving  the  rights  acquired  by  otter  Pow- 
ers ;  and  that  the  United  States  codd  sdd/ess 
themselves  to  the  French  Gh>veniawit,ioBcgo- 
tiate  the  acquisition  of  territories,  wktck  ai^ht 
suit  their  interest.'^    But,  before  this  tefaisce, 
official  information  of  the  same  fact  hal  tKa  te- 
ceived  by  BIr.  Pinkney  from  tlie  Court  oCBfus. 
in  the  month  of  March  precedia^,  and  the  Ijbs- 
ican  Grovemment,  having  institoted  aspecala» 
sion  to  negotiate  the  purchase  of  Looisisni  fraa 
France,  or  from  Spain,  whieherer  shoaU  be  b 
sovereign,  the  purchase  was  accordingly  secsa 
plished,  for  a  valuable  consideratioo,  (thii  ynt 
punctually  paid)  by  the  Treaty   concluded  n 
Paris,  on  the  20th  of  April,  1803. 

The  American  Gtoverameat  bas  not  seea,  witt- 
oat  some  sensibility,  that  a  transaction,  sceoa 
panied  by  such  circumstances  of  gencsral  paUicn 
and  of  scropalotts  good  faith,  has  been  denoaacei 
by  the  Prince  Regent,  in  his  deelaratioo  d  ik 
10th  of  January,  1813,  as  a  proof  of  the  ^s^fcs- 
erous  conduct"  of  the  United  States  tosvds 
Spain.t  In  amplification  of  the  Royal  ekugc. 
the  British  negotiators  at  Ghent  havepresoaed 
to  impute  ^  the  acquisition  of  LK^otsians,  by  the 
United  States,  to  a  spirit  of  a^gvaadizoMat,  sot 
neeessary  to  their  own  security ;"  andtomsis- 
tain  '*  tbAt  the  purchase  was  laade  afsinix  ilie 
known  conditions  on  which  it  had  bea  ceded 
by  Spain  to  France^  that  ^ia  the  £Meo(  the 
protestation  of  the  Miaistec  of  His  Cathebe^- 
jesty  at  Washington,  the  Presideatof  the  Uaitei 
Sutes  ratified  the  Treaty  of  Purchase,-"!  sad 
that  ^*  there  was  good  reason  to  Mteve  thit 
many  circumstances  attending  the  CFsosscdon 
were  industriously  concealed."!  The  AmeiicMn 
Government  cannot  condesceatf  to  retort  asper- 
sions so  unjust,  in  language  so  opftrobrious;  and 
Ssremptorily  fleets  the  pretension  of  Qteat 
ritain  to  interfere  in  the  business  of  the  United 
States  and  Spain ;  but  it  owes,  nevertheless^  to 
the  claims  of  truth,  a  distinct  statement  of  the 
facts  which  have  been  thus  nusiepicseated. 
When  the  special  mission  was  ^»poinMd  lo  ne- 
gotiate the  purchase  of  Louisiana  from  Fnnee 
in  the  manner  already  mentioned,  the  Americas 
Minister  at  London  was  instructed  to  expiiis 
the  object  of  the  mtssioa ;  and  having  made  tke 


*8ee  the  letter  from  I>on  ^dio  Cevsflos,  the  16b- 
ister  of  8ptin,  to  Mr.  O.  Pinkney,  the  MinntEr  sf  tbe 
United  States,  dated  the  4di  of  May,  1803»  frw  vkad 
the  pssssge  died  m  litsraflytrsnslatei, 

tSee  the  Prince  Regent's  dedsratinsiof  the  l^e 
Jannsiy,  18  IS. 

|8eethenoleof  the  Tfitiih  rnmiMaii ii-^ 

te  4th  of  September,  1814. 

J  See  the  aole  of  the  Briikh 
the  19th  of  September,  1814. 

S  See  the  note  of  the  BsiliA 
the  8th  of  October,  1814. 
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:pIanatioD.  be  was  assured  by  the  British  Oor- 
ameot,  "  that  the  commanication  was  received 
^ood  jiart ;  no  doubt  was  suggested  of  the  right 
the  United  States  to  pursue,  separately  and 
>De,  the  objects  they  aimed  at ;  but  the  British 
iTernmentappeared  to  be  satisfied  with  the  Pres- 
ent's Tiews  on  this  important  subject.''*  As  soon, 
»,  as  tbe  Treaty  of  Ptnrehase  was  concluded,  be- 
e  hostilities  were  again  actually  commenced 
ti^een  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  previously, 
leed,  to  the  departure  of  the  French  Ambassa- 
r  from  London,  the  American  Minister  openly 
tified  to  the  British  Gk>yernment,  that  a  treaty 
d  been  signed,  '*by  which  the  complete  sover^ 
^ntvof  the  town  and  territory  of  New  Orleans, 
i^eil  as  of  all  Louisiana,  as  the  same  was  here- 
fore  possessed  by  Spain,  had  been  acquired  by 
eU  nited  States  of  America ;  and,  that  in  dnvp- 
^  up  tbe  treaty,  care  had  been  taken  so  to  frame 
e  same  as  not  to  infringe  any  right  of  Qreat 
itain,  in  the  navigation  of  the  river  llissis- 
>pi.'^  In  the  answer  of  the  British  Qovem*' 
ent,  it  was  explicitly  declared  by  Lord  Hawkes- 
iry«  ^  that  he  received  His  Majesty's  commands 
express  the  pleasure  with  which  His  Majesty 
d  received  the  intelligence ;  and  to  add,  that 
is  Majesty  regarded  the  care  which  had  been 
ken  so  to  frame  tbe  treaty  as  not  to  infringe 
y  right  of  Qreat  Britain  in  the  navigation  of 
e  Mississippi,  as  the  most  satisfactory  evidence 
a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of 
e  United  States,  correspondent  with  that  which 
is  Majesty  entertained,  to  promote  and  improve 
at  harmony  which  so  happily  subsisted  be- 
reen  the  two  countries^  and  which  was  so  con- 
icive  to  their  mutual  benefit."!  The  world 
ill  jud^e,  whether,  under  such  circumstances, 
e  British  Government  had  any  cause,  on  its 
vn  account,  to  arraign  the  conduct  of  the  Uni- 
d  States  in  making  the  purchase  of  Louisiana; 
id  certainly  no  greater  cause  will  be  found  for  the 
raignment  on  account  of  Spain.  The  Spanish 
overnment  was  apprized  of  the  intention  of  the 
Qited  States  to  negotiate  for  the  purchase  of 
lat  proviaoe;  its  Ambassador  witnessed  the  pro- 
'ess  of  the  negotiation  at  Paris,  and  the  conclu- 
on  of  the  Treaty  on  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  was 
omptly  known  and  understood  at  Madrid — yet, 
le  Spanish  Government  interposed  no  objection, 
1  protestation,  against  tbe  transaction  in  Ea- 
»pe ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  month  of  Septem- 
?r,  1803,  that  the  American  Government  oeard 
ith  surprise,  from  tbe  Minister  of  Spain  at 
(Tashington.  that  His  Catholic  Majesty  was  dis- 
itisfied  with  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the 
United  States.  Notwithstanding  this  diplomatic 
*monstraiice,  however,  the  Spanish  Gbveroment 

•  See  the  letter  fipom  th«  Saoetaiy  of  Stile  to  Mr. 
ing,  the  Ameriean  Minister  at  London,  dated  die 
)th  of  January,  1803;  and  Mr.  King's  letter  to  the 
ecretaiy  of  State,  dated  the  88th  of  April,  1803. 

f  See  the  letter  of  Mr.  King,  to  Lord  Hawkesbuiy, 
ited  the  15th  of  May*  1803. 

X  See  the  letter  of  Lord  Hawkeebmy,  to  Mr.  King, 
•ted  the  19tb  of  May«  1803,, 


proceeded  to  deliver  the  possession  of  Louisiana 
to  France,  in  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Ildel- 
fonso;  saw  France,  by  an  almost  simultaneous 
act,  transfer  the  possession  to  the  United  States, 
in  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Purchase;  and, 
finally  instructed  the  Marquis  de  Casa  Yrujo  to 

f present  to  the  American  Government  the  decla- 
ation  of  the  15th  of  May,  1804,  acting  "by  the 
soecial  order  of  his  Sovereign,''  '*  that  the  ex- 
planations, which  the  Government  of  France  had 
given  to  His  Catholic  Majesty  concerning  the 
sale  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
amicable  dispositions  on  the  nart  of  the  Bling  his 
master,  towards  these  States,  had  determineahim 
to  abandon  the  opposition,  which  at  a  prior  period, 
and  with  the  most  substantial  motives,  he  had 
manifSHted  aeainst  the  transaction."* 

Bat  aAer  this  amicable  and  decisive  arrange- 
ment of  all  differences,  in  relation  to  the  validity 
of  the  Louisiana  purchase,  a  question  of  some 
embarrassment  remained  in  relation  to  the  boun- 
daries of  the  ceded  territory.  This  question,  how- 
ever, the  American  Government  always  has  been, 
and  always  will  be,  willinff  to  discuss,  in  the  most 
candid  manner,  and  tasettle  upon  the  most  liberal 
basis  with  the  Government  of  Spain.  It  was  not, 
therefore,  a  fair  topic  with  which  to  inflame  the 
Prince  Regent's  declaration,  or  to  embellish  the 
diplomatic  notes  of  the  British  negotiators  at 
Ghentt  The  period  has  arrived  when  Spain, 
relieved  from  her  European  labors,  may  be  Nex- 
pected  to  bestow  her  attention  more  effectually 
U]>on  the  state  of  the  colonies ;  and,  acting  witn 
wisdom,  justice,  and  magnanimity,  of  which  she 
has  given  frequent  examples,  she  will  find  no  dif- 
ficulty in  meeting  the  recent  advances  of  the 
American  Government,  for  an  honorable  adjust- 
ment of  every  point  in  controversy  between  the 
two  countries,  without  seeking  the  aid  of  British 
mediation,  or  adopting  the  animosity  of  British 
Councils. 

But  still  the  United  States,  feeling  a  constant 
interest  in  the  opinion  of  enlightened  and  impar- 
tial nations,  cannot  hesitate  to  embrace  the  oppor- 
tunity  for  representing,  in  the  simplicity  of  truth, 
the  events  by  which  they  have  been  led  to  take 
ppssession  of  a  part  of  the  Floridas,  notwithstand- 
ing the  claim  of  Spatn  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
same  territory.  In  the  acceptation  and  undei^ 
standing  of  the  United  States,  the  cession  of  Lou- 
isiana embraced  the  country  south  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  and  eastward  of  the  river  Misai»> 
sippi.  and  extending  to  the  river  Perdido;  bat 
^  their  conciliatory  views,  and  their  confidence 
in  the  justice  of  their  cause,  and  in  the  success  of 
a  candid  discussion  and  amicable  nesotiattoa 
with  a  just  and  friendly  Power,  induced  them  to 
acquiesce  in  the  temporary  continuance  of  that 


*  See  the  letter  of  the  Marquis  de  Cssa  Yrujo,  to 
the  American  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  15th  of 
May,  1804. 

fSee  the  Prinoa  Regent's  declaration  of  the  10th 
of  January,  1818.  See  the  notes  of  the  British  Com- 
missioneis,  dated  19th  S^tember,  8th  October,  1814U 
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territoiy,  iiDder  the  Spanish  antboritf  ."*  When, 
however,  the  adjostmeat  of  the  boaodaries  of 
Louisiana,  as  well  as  a  reasonable  indemnifica- 
tion, on  aceoant  of  maritime  spoliations,  and  the 
sttvpension  of  the  rigbt  of  deposite  at  New  Or- 
leansy  seemed  to  be  indefinitely  postponed,  on  the 

Eart  of  Spain,  by  events  which  the  United  States 
ad  not  contributed  to  produce,  and  conld  not 
control ;  when  a  crisis  had  arrived  sobTersive  of 
the  order  of  things  under  the  Spanish  authorities, 
contravening  the  views  of  botb  parties,  and  en- 
dang[ering  the  tranquillity  and  security  of  the 
adjoining  territories,  by  the  intrusive  establish- 
ment of  a  Government  independent  of  Spain,  as 
well  as  of  the  United  States;  and  when,  at  a 
later  period,  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  Great 
Britain  herself  designed  lo  occupy  the  Floridas, 

iand  she  has,  indeed,  actually  occupied  Pensacola 
or  hostile  purposes,)  the  American  Government, 
without  departing  from  its  respect  for  the  righu 
of  Spain,  and  even  consulting  the  honor  of  that 
Sute,  unequal  as  she  then  was  to  the  task  of  sup- 
pressing the  intrusive  establishment,  was  impelled 
by  the  paramount  principle  of  self-preservation, 
to  rescue  its  own  rights  from  the  impending  dan- 
ger. Hence,  the  United  Sutes  in  the  year  1810, 
proceeding,  step  by  step^  according  to  the  grow- 
ing exigencies  of  the  time,  took  possession  of  the 
country,  in  which  the  standard  of  independence 
had  been  displayed,  excepting  such  places  as  were 
held  b^  a  Spanish  force.  In  the  year  1811,  they 
authorized  their  President,  bv  law,  provisionally 
to  accept  of  the  possession  or  East  Florida  from 
the  local  authorities,  or  to  pre*occupy  it  against 
the  attempt  of  a  foreign  Power  to  seize  it.  In 
1813,  they  obtained  the  possession  of  Mobile,  the 
only  place  then  held  by  a  Spaobh  force  in  west 
Florida;  with  a  view  to  their  own  immediate 
security,  but  without  varying  the  questions  de- 
pending between  them  and  Spain,  in  relation  to 
that  province.  And,  in  the  year  1814,  the  Ame- 
rican commander,  acting  under  the  sanction  of 
the  law  of  nations,  but  unauthorized  by  the  or- 
ders of  his  Government,  drove  from  Pensacola 
the  British  troops,  who,  in  violation  of  the  neu- 
tral territory  of  Spain,  (a  violation  which  Spain, 
it  Is  believed,  must  herself  reseat,  and  would  have 
resisted,  if  the  opportunity  had  occurred,)  seized 
and  fortified  that  station,  to  aid  in  military  ope- 
rations against  the  United  States.  But  all  these 
measures  of  safety  and  necessity  were  frankly 
explained,  as  tbey  occurred,  to  the  Gkivernment  of 
Spain,  and  even  to  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain,  antecedently  to  the  declaration  of  war, 
with  the  siocerest  assurances  that  the  possession 
of  the  territory  thus  acquired  ^^sbould  not  cease  to 
be  a  subject  of  fair  and  friendly  negotiation  and 
adjustmeDt."t 

*  Bee  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statesi  authorizing  Governor  Claiborne  to  take 
possession  of  the  territory,  dated  the  87th  of  October, 
1810. 

t  Bee  the  letter  from  the  Seeretaiy  of  State,  to  Gov- 
•mor  Claiborne,  and  the  F^resident's  prodasMlion* 
dated  the  STth  of  October,  1610. 


The  present  review  of  the  eondoct  of  the  Uu- 
ted  States  towards  the  belligerent  Powers  of  Sa- 
rope,  will  be  repirded  by  ereiy  candid  miad  as  a 
necessary  medium  to  vindicate    their  aaiioaai 
character  from  the  unmerited  impoiaMs  of  the 
Prince  Regent's  declaratioa  of  the  Iftb  of  /ano- 
ary,1813 ;  and  nota  medinm  ▼olantardf  SManed, 
according  to  the  insinoattons  of  that  MirttioB, 
for  the  revival  of  unworthy  prejadices  or  viadic- 
tive  passions,  in  reference  to  transactioBi  tbtaie 
past.    The  Treaty  of  Amiens,  which  seenri  to 
terminate  the  war  in  Europe,  seemed  alssts  ter- 
minate the  neutral  sufierings  of  America;  bit  the 
hope  of  repose  was,  in  both  respects,  ddosHrctad 
transient.    The  hostilities  which  were  renevei 
between  Great  Britain  and  France,  in  the  ycir 
1803,  were  immediately  followed  hf  a  resevilof 
the  aggressions  oi  the  belligerent  Powers,  opaa 
the  commercial  rights  aad  political  independnee 
of  the  United  Sutes.    There  was  scarcay,  thm- 
fore,  an  interval  separating  the  aggressions  of  ik 
first  war  from  the  aggressions  of  the  second  var; 
and  although,  in  nature,  the  a^r^cssioos  toaat 
ued  to  be  the  same,  in  extent,  they  became  ioctl- 
cnlably  more  destructive.    It  will  be  seen,  how- 
ever,  that  the  American  Gorernment  iafezih/f 
maintained  its  neutral  and  pacific  policy  iaerery 
extremity  of  the  latter  trial,  with  the  same  good 
faith  and  forbearance  that,  in  the  former  trnl,  hai 
distinguished  its  conduct ;  until  it  was  compelM 
to  choose  from  the  alternative,  €»€  natioaaJ  tfcfra- 
tion  or  national  resistance.  And,if  GrcscBnlaio 
alone  then  became  the  object  oif  the  ABen'csn 
declaration  of  war,  it  will  be  seen  that  Gieat  Brit- 
ain alone  had  obstinately  closed  the  door  of  taii- 
cable  negotiation. 

The  American  Minister  at  London,  anticipat- 
ing the  rupture  between  Great  Britain  aad  France, 
had  obtained  assurances  from  the  British  Gow* 
ernment,  *'  that,  in  the  event  of  war,  the  fasrme- 
'  tions  given  to  their  naval  effcers  aboald  be 
'  drawn  up  with  plaiaoess  and  preeiatoB ;  and,  in 
'  general,  that  the  righu  of  bell^[eieatsahottld  be 
'  exercised  in  moderation,aad  with  due  respect  foe 
'  those  of  neutrals."*  And  ia  relation  to  the  im- 
portant subject  of  impressment,  he  had  actoaJiy 
prepared  fur  signature,  with  tli^  assent  of  Lord 
Hawkesbury  and  Lord  St.  Vincent,  a  convcniton, 
to  continue  during  five  years,  deelarins,  that  ^no 
'  seaman,  nor  seafaring  person^  should  upon  the 
'  high  seas,  and  without  the  iunsdictioa  c^  either 
*  party,  be  demanded  or  taxen  out  <^  any  $hip. 


See  the  proceedings  of  the  Convoitioa  of  Tkak 
transmitted  to  the  Secretsfj  of  State,  by  the  Gomnat 
of  the  Mtssiaiippi  Territory,  in  his  letter  of  the  17th  of 
October,  1810;  and  the  answer  of  the  Secretur  ot 
Sute,  dated  the  16th  of  November,  1810. 

See  the  letter  of  Mr.  Morier,  British  Charge  d*  Aibsft 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  16th  of  DecoBte 
1810 ;  and  the  Seeretar^  answer. 

See  the  correspondence  lietween  Mr.  If omw  ^ 
Mr.  Foster,  the  British  Minister,  in  the  monihs  ii¥f* 
September,  and  November,  1811. 

*  See  the  letter  of  Mr.  King  to  the  SeaM  ^ 
State,  dalsd  the  16th  of  May,  1809. 
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or  restel,  belooging  to  tbe  titizena  or  snbjeeu  of 
one  of  the  ptrttes,  hj  the  pablie  or  prirate- 
armed  ships,  or  men  of  war,  belongiog  to,  or  tii 
the  service  of,  the  other  party ;  and  Uiat  strict 
orders  should  be  given  for  the  due  observance 
of  the  engagement."*  This  convention,  which 
zplicitly  relinquished  impressments  from  Amer* 
can  iressels,  on  the  high  seas,  and  to  which  the 
British  Ministers  bad  at  first  agreed,  Lord  St. 
rineent  was  desirous  afterwards  to  modify,  *'8tat- 
ag,  that  on  further  reflection,  he  was  of  opinion 
bat  the  narrow  seas  should  be  expressly  excepted, 
hey  having  been,  as  his  Lordship  remarked,  im- 
nemorially  considered  to  be  within  the  dominion 
»f  Great  Britain."  Tbe  American  Minister, 
lowever.  '*  having  supposed,  from  the  tenor  of  his 
(ODTersations  with  Lord  Sl  Vincent,  that  the 
loc trine  of  mare  dauaum  would  not  be  revived 
igainst  the  United  States  on  this  occasion,  but 
hat  England  would  be  content,  with  the  limited 
arisdietion,  or  dominion,  over  the  seas  adjacent 
o  her  territories,  which  is  assigned  by  the  law  of 
lations  to  other  States,  was  disappointed,  on  re* 
ieiving  Lord  St.  Vincent's  communication ;  and 
ihose  rather  to  abandon  the  negotiation  than  to 
^quiesce  in  the  doctrine  it  proposed  to  estab- 
ish.^t  But  it  was  still  some  satisfaction  to  re* 
eive  a  formal  declaration  from  the  British  Gk>v- 
TO  men  t,  communicated  by  its  Minister  at  Wash* 
ngton,  after  the  recommencement  of  the  war  in 
Carope,  which  promised,  in  effect,  to  reinstate 
he  practice  of  naval  blockades,  upon  the  princi* 
lies  of  the  law  of  nations ;  so  that  no  blockade 
hould  be  considered  as  existing,  *'  unless  in  re- 
pect  of  particular  ports,  which  might  be  actually 
nvested;  and,  then,  that  the  vessels  bound  to 
ach  ports  should  not  be  captured,  unless  they 
lad  previously  been  warned  not  to  enter  them."| 
All  the  precautions  of  the  American  Govern- 
aent  were,  nerertheless,  inefieetual ;  and  the  as- 
orances  or  the  British  Government  were,  in  no 
nstance^  rerified.  The  outrage  of  impressment 
iras  again,  indiscriminately,  perpetrated  upon  the 
;rew  of  every  American  vessel,  and  on  every 
ea.  The  enormity  of  blockades,  established  by 
in  Order  in  Council,  without  a  legitimate  obiect, 
ind  maintained  by  an  Order  in  Council,  without 
he  application  or  a  competent  force,  was,  more 
ind  more,  developed.  The  rule,  denominated 
'the  rule  of  the  war  of  1756,"  was  revived,  in  an 
tffected  style  of  moderation,  but  in  a  spirit  of 
Bore  rigorous  execution.  R  The  liv^s,  the  lib- 
irty,  the  fortunes,  and  the  happiness,  of  the  citi- 


*  See  the  letter  of  Mr.  King  to  the  Secretazy  of 
)tate,  dated  July,  1803. 

tSee  the  letter  of  Mr.  Kin^  to  the  Secretary  of 
Jtate,  dated  July,  1803. 

:( See  the  letter  of  Mr.  Merry  to  the  Secretary  of 
(tate,  dated  the  18th  of  April,  1804,  and  the  enclosed 
opy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Nepean,  the  Secretary  of 
lie  Admiralty,  to  Mr.  Hammond,  the  British  under 
Secretary  of  State  for  foreign  Affiuia»  dated  January 
S  1804. 

I  See  the  Orders  in  Council  of  the  S4th  of  June, 
803,  and  the  17th  of  Augnstr  180ft. 


zens  of  the  United  States,  engaged  in  the  par- 
suits  of  navigation  and  commerce,  were  once 
more  subjected  to  the  violence  and  cupidity  of 
the  British  cruisers.  And,  in  brief,  so  grievous, 
so  intolerable,  bad  the  afflictions  of  the  nation 
become,  that  the  neople,  with  one  mind  and  one 
voice,  called  loudiy  upon  their  Government  for 
redress  and  protection;*  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  participating  in  the  feelings  and 
resentments  of  the  time,  urged  upon  the  Execu- 
tive Magistrate  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  de- 
mand of  reparation  from  Great  Britain  }t  while 
the  same  patriotic  spirit,  which  had  opposed  Brit- 
ish usurpation  in  1793,  and  encountered  French 
hostility  in  1708,  was  again  pledged,  in  every  va- 
riety of  form,  to  the  maintenance  or  the  national 
honor  and  independence  during  tbe  more  ardu- 
ous trial  that  arose  in  1805. 

Amidst  these  scenes  of  injustice  on  the  one  hand, 
and  of  reclamation  on  the  other,  the  American 
Government  preserved  its  equanimity  and  its  firm- 
ness. It  beheld  much  in  the  conduct  of  France, 
and  of  her  ally,  TSpain,^  to  provoke  reprisals.  It 
beheld  more  in  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain,  that 
led  unavoidably,  as  had  often  been  avowed,  to 
the  last  resort  of  arms.  It  beheld  in  the  temper 
of  the  nation  all  that  was  requisite  to  justify  an 
immediate  selection  of  Great  Britain  as  the  object 
of  a  declaration  of  war.  And  it  coold  not  but 
behold  in  the  policy  of  France  the  strongest  mo- 
tive to  acquire  the  United  States,  as  an  associate 
in  the  existing  conflict.  Yet,  these  considerations 
did  not  then,  more  than  at  any  former  crisis,  sub- 
due the  fortitude  or  mislead  the  judgment  of  the 
American  Government;  but,  in  perfect  consis- 
tency with  iu  neutral,  as  well  as  its  pacific  sys- 
tem, it  demanded  atonement  by  remonstrance! 
with  France  and  Spain,  and  it  sought  the  preser- 
vation of  peace  by  negotiation  with  Great  Britain. 

It  has  been  shown,  that  a  treaty  proposed  em- 
phaticaUy  by  the  British  Minister^  resident  at 
Philadelphia,  ^  as  the  means  of  drying  up  every 
source  ot  complaint  and  irritation  upon  the  head 
of  impressment,"  was  ^deemed  utterly  inadmis- 
sible" by  the  American  Government,  because  it 
did  not  sufficiently  provide  for  that  object.|  It 
has  also  been  shown,  that  another  treaty  proposed 
by  the  American  Minister  at  London  was  laid 
aside  because  the  British  Government,  while  it 
was  willing  to  relinquish  expressly  impressments 
from  American  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  insisted 
upon  an  exception  in  reference  to  the  narrow  seatk 
claimed  as  a  part  of  the  British  dominion.  And 
experience  demonstrated,  that,  although  the  spo* 


*  See  the  memorials  of  Boston,  New  York,  Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore,  Am^,  presented  to  Congress  in  the 
end  of  the  year  180ft,  and  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1806. 

fSee  the  resdntions  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  10th  and  14th  of  February,  1806 ;  and 
the  lesolotion  of  the  Hoose  of  Representatives. 

t  See  Mr.  Liston's  letter  to  the  SecreUiy  of  State, 
dated  the  4th  Febrnary,  1800;  and  the  letter  of  Mr. 
PidEering,  Seeietary  of  State,  to  the  Pnaident  of  the 
United  States,  dated  the  SOth  Febraaiy,  1800. 
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liations  commicted  npoa  the  American  conuDeree 
miglit  admit  of  reparation  by  the  payment  of  a 
pecuniary  equivalent ;  yet,  consalting  the  honor 
and  the  feelings  of  the  nation,  it  was  impossible 
to  receive  satisfaction  for  the  cruelties  of  impress- 
ment  by  any  other  means  than  by  an  entire  dis* 
continuance  of  the  practice.  When,  therefore, 
the  Envoys  Extraoraioary  were  appointed  in  the 
year  1806  to  negotiate  with  the  British  Qovtrn- 
ment  every  authority  was  given  for  the  purposes 
of  conciliation ;  nay,  an  act  of  Congress  pronibit« 
ing  the  importation  of  certain  articles  or  Bcitiah 
manufacture  into  the  United  States  was  sus- 
pended, in  proof  of  a  friendly  disposition.*  But, 
It  was  declared  that  *^  the  suppression  of  impress- 
meat  and  the  definition  of  blockades  were  abso- 
lutely indispensable}"  and  that,  **  without  a  oro- 
vision  against  impressments,  no  treaty  should  be 
concluded.''  The  American  Envoys,  accordingly, 
took  care  to  communicate  to  the  British  Com- 
missioners the  limitations  of  their  powers.  loflu- 
eneed,  at  the  same  time,  by  a  sincere  desire  to 
terminate  the  differences  between  the  two  nations; 
koowio^  the  solicitude  of  their  Qoverament  to 
relieve  its  seafariug  citizens  from  actual  suffer- 
ance ;  listening  with  confidence  to  assurances  and 
ezplanacions  of  the  British  Commissioners,  in  a 
sense  favorable  to  their  wishes ;  and,  judging  from 
a  state  of  information  that  gave  no  immediate 
eause  to  doubt  the  sufficiency  of  those  assurances 
and  explanations ;— -the  Envoys*  rather  than  ter- 
minate the  negotiation  without  any  arrangement, 
were  willing  to  rely  upon  the  efficacy  of  a  sub* 
stitute  for  a  positive  article  in  the  treaty,  to  be 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  their  Gk»vern- 
ment,  as  this,  according  to  the  declaration  of  the 
British  Commissioners,  was  the  only  arrangement 
they  were  permitted  at  that  time  to  propose  or  to 
allow.  The  substitute  was  presentea  in  the  form 
of  a  note  from  the  British  Commissioners  to  the 
American  Envoys,  and  contained  a  pledge  ^'  that 
instructions  had  been  given,  and  should  be  re« 
peated  and  enforced,  for  the  observance  of  the 
greatest  caution  in  the  impressing  of  British  sea- 
men; that  the  strictest  cai^e  should  be  taken  to 
preserve  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from 
any  molestation  or  injury;  and  that  immedi- 
ate and  prompt  redress  should  be  afforded,  upon 
any  representation  of  injurv  sustained  by  them."t 
Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  treaty  contained  no 
provision  against  impressment,  and  it  was  seen 
by  the  Oovernment,  when  the  treaty  was  under 
consideration  for  ratification,  that  the  pledge  con- 
uined  in  the  substitute  was  not  complied  with, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  impressments  were 
continued  with  undiminished  violence  in  the  Ame- 
rican seas,  so  long  after  the  alleged  date  of  the  in- 
structions which  were  tosrrest  them, that  the  prac- 
tical inefficacy  of  the  substitute  could  not  be  doubt- 
ed by  the  Government  here,  the  ratification  of  the 

*  See  the  set  of  Congress,  passed  the  16th  of  April, 
1806;  and  the  act  sospendmg  it,  psssad  the  19th  of 
Deeember,  1806. 

t  See  the  note  of  the  British  GommiffioiierB,  dated 
the  8th  November,  1806. 


treaty  was  neeessarily  declined ;  aad  it  has  sjik 
appeared,  that,  after  a  change  in  the  Btitisk  Mie- 
istry  had  taken  place,  it  was  declared  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  Foreign  Affairs  tbac  no  e^meoKsts 
were  entered  into,  on  the  part  of  H»  Ju/estyyts 
connected  with  the  treaty,  except  snch  u  mppat 
upon  the  face  of  it.* 

The  American  Government,  beveter,  with 
unabating  solicitude  for  peace,  orged  la  iaaie- 
diate  renewal  of  the  negotiations  on  the  bass  of 
the  abortive  treaty,  uatil  tbb  coarse  was  pesp- 
torily  declared,  by  the  British  GovemaBesi,t&be 
^  wholly  inadmissible."t 

But,  independent  of  the  silence  of  the  profcsed 
treaty,  upon  the  great  topic  of  Amerieaa  coo- 
plaint,  and  of  the  view  which  has  been  takes  i 
the  projected  substitute;  the  eonlempoiiBese 
declaration  of  the  British  CommisBioaers,  debi- 
ered  by  the  command  of  their  SoTereiga,  sad  u 
which  the  American  Envoys  refused  to  mtfe 
themselves  a  party,  or  to  give  the  slightest  degis 
of  sanction,  was  regarded  by  the  American  Uof- 
ernment,  as  ample  cause  of  rejectiott.  la  refe- 
ence  to  the  French  decree,  which  had  beeaisaec 
at  Berlin,  on  the  21st  of  November,  1806,  it  vs 
declared,  that  if  Prance  should  carry  the  tkims 
of  that  decree  into  ezecutioUj  and  ^  if  neotnl  as- 
tions,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  shoold  aeqoiesec 
in  such  usurpations,  His  Majesty  mi^ht,  pn^ 
ably,  be  compelled,  however  relacimniiy.  to  lettli- 
ate,  m  his  just  defence,  and  to  adopt,  in  regard  ts 
the  commerce  of  neutral  nations  with  tusesemies, 
the  same  measures  which  those  nations  ttoald 
have  permitted  to  be  enforced  against  their  com* 
merce  with  his  subjects;"  "that  His  Majesty 
could  not  enter  into  the  stipulatioas  of  the  pies- 
ent  treatVf  without  an  ezj^aaation  from  the  Uoitei 
States  of  their  intentionis,  or  a  reservarioa  oa  tht 
part  of  His  Majesty,  ia  the  ease  above  meatioBtd. 
if  it  should  ever  occur  f  and  *^  tb*%  wiiboat  a  for- 
mal abandonment,  or  tacit  r^^aubmeat,  afibe 
unjust  pretensions  of  France^  or  without  soch 
conduct  and  assurance  on  the  part  of  the  Uaited 
States,  as  should  give  secanty  to  His  Majesty, 
that  they  would  not  submit  to  the  French  inno- 
vations, in  the  established  system  of  naiitime 
law,  His  Majesty  would  not  coasider  himself 
bound,  by  the  present  sigaatnre  of  bis  Commis- 
sioners, to  ratify  the  treaty,  or  pteeluded  fros 
adopting  such  measures  as  might  seem  necessvf 
for  counteracting  the  designs  of  the  enemy."  t 

The  reservation  of  a  power  to  invalidaie  a  sol- 
emn treaty,  at  the  pleasure  of  one  of  the  pailiesi 
and  the  menace  or  inflicting  punishment  ope 
the  United  States,  for  the  offoiees  of  another  sa- 
tioD,  proved,  in  the  event,  a  prelnde  to  the  aecfies 
of  violence  which  Great  Britain  wus  then  ^boc: 
to  display,  and  which  it  would  have  been  ur 
proper  for  the  American  negotiators  to  aaiicipsff 


*  See  Mr.  Canning's  letter  to  dM  Am 
dated  the  87th  October,  1807. 

t  See  the  sasM  letter. 

X  See  the  note  of  the  Britidi  Commianoacfs^^ 
the  aist  of  December,  1806.  See,  also,  the  ts»v  <^ 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  to  thsa  siote. 
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?or,  if  a  commeDUiry  were  wan  ling  to  ezplaio 
be  real  design  of  inch  coodoet,  it  would  be 
baod  in  the  fact,  that  within  eijgrbt  dayii  from  the 
!ate  of  the  treaty,  and  before  it  was  possible  for 
he  British  Gk>Ternnaent  to  hare  known  the  ef* 
?et  of  the  Berlin  decree  on  the  American  Qov- 
rnment;  nay,  eren  before  the  QoTernment  had 
;self  heard  of  that  decree,  the  destruction  of 
Lmerican  conimerce  was  commenced  by  the  Or* 
er  in  Council  of  the7ih  of  January.  1807,  which 
ononnced,  "  that  no  vessel  should  be  permitted 
)  trade  from  one  port  to  another,  both  which 
orts  should  belong  to,  or  be  in  possession  of, 
France,  or  her  allies ;  or  should  be  so  far  under 
heir  control,  as  that  British  vessels  might  not 
rade  freely  thereat."* 

During  the  whole  period  of  this  negotiation, 
rhich  did  not  finally  close  until  the  British  Qov- 
roment  declared,  in  the  month  of  October.  1807, 
liat  negotiation  was  no  longer  admissible,  the 
ourse  pursued  by  the  British  squadron,  stationed 
lore  immediately  on  the  American  coast,  was, 
1  the  extreme,  vexatious,  predatory,  and  hostile. 
!*he  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
xtendinff,  upon  the  principles  of  the  law  of  na- 
COS,  at  least  a  league  over  the  adjacent  ocean, 
ras  totally  disregarded  and  contemned.  Ves- 
;]8  employed  in  the  coasting  trade,  or  in  the  busi- 
ess  of  the  pilot  and  the  fisherman,  were  objects 
r  incessant  violence;  their  petty  cargoes  were 
lundered,  and  some  of  their  scanty  crews  were 
ften  either  impressed,  or  wounded,  or  killed,  by 
le  force  of  British  frigates.  British  ships  of  war 
overed,  in  warlike  display^  upon  the  coast;  block- 
Jed  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  so  that  no 
essel  could  enter,  or  depart,  in  safety ;  penetra- 
•d  the  bavs  and  rivers,  and  even  anchored  in  the 
irbors,  or  the  United  States,  to  exercise  a  juris- 
ictioD  of  impressment ;  threatened  the  towns  and 
illagee  with  conflagration;  and  wantonly  dis- 
barred musketry,  as  well  as  cannon,  upon  the 
ihabitants  of  an  open  and  unprotected  country, 
'he  neutrality  of  the  American  territorv  was  vio- 
ited  on  every  occasion ;  and.  at  last,  the  Ameri- 
&D  Government  was  doomea  to  suffer  the  great- 
\X  indignity  which  could  be  offered  to  a  sover- 
ign  and  Independent  nation,  in  the  ever  memo- 
ible  attack  of  a  British  fifty  gun  ship,  under  the 
Duntenance  of  the  British  squadron,  anchored 
rithin  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  upon  the 
igate  Chesapeake,  p^ceably  prosecuting  a  dis- 
mt  voyage.  The  British  Gfovernment  affected, 
om  time  to  time,  to  disapprove  and  condemn 
lese  outrages ;  but  the  officers  who  perpetrated 
lem  were  generally  applauded ;  if  tried,  they 
rere  acquitted ;  If  removed  from  the  American 
ation,  it  was  only  to  be  promoted  in  another  sta- 
on ;  and  if  atonement  were  offered,  as  in  the  fla- 
rant  instance  of  the  frigate  Chesapeake,  the 
ionement  was  so  ungracious  in  the  manner,  and 
%  tardy  in  the  result,  as  to  betray  the  want  of 
lat  conciliatory  spirit  which  ought  to  have  char- 
sterized  iuf 

*  See  the  Order  in  Council  of  Januaiy  7, 1807. 
\  See  the  evidence  of  these  facts  reported  to  Con* 

13th  Com.  3d  Ss8i.--46 


But  the  American  Government,  soothing  the 
exasperated  spirit  of  the  people,  by  a  proclamation, 
which  interdicted  the  entrance  of  all  Britinh 
armed  vessels,  into  the  harbors  and  waters  of  the 
United  States*  neither  commenced  hostilities 
against  Great  Britain,  nor  sought  a  defensive  al- 
liance with  Prance,  nor  relaxed  in  its  firm  but 
eoociliatorv  efforts  to  eofurce  the  claims  of  jus- 
tice upon  ine  honor  of  both  nations. 

Therivalambition  of  Great  Britain  and  France, 
now,  however,  approached  the  consummation, 
which,  involving  the  destruction  of  all  neutral 
rights^  upon  an  avowed  principle  of  action,  could 
not  fail  to  render  an  actual  state  of  war,  compar- 
atively, more  safe  and  more  prosperous  than  the 
imaginary  state  of  peace,  to  which  neutrals  were 
reduced.  The  just  and  impartial  conduct  of  a 
neutral  nation  ceased  to  be  its  shield  and  its  safe- 
guard, when  the  conduct  of  the  bellicerent  Powers 
towards  each  other  became  the  only  criterion  of 
the  law  of  war.  The  wrong  committed  by  one 
of  the  belligerent  Powers,  was  thus  made  the  sig- 
nal for  the  perpetration  of  a  greater  wrong  by 
the  other;  and  if  the  American  Uovernment  com- 
plained to  both  Powers:,  their  answer,  although  it 
never  denied  the  cause  of  complaint,  invariably 
retorted  an  idle  and  offensive  inquiry  into  the 
priority  of  their  respective  sggressions;  or  each 
demanded  a  course  of  n  sistance,  against*  its  an- 
tagonist, which  was  calculated  to  prostrate  the 
American  right  of  self  government,  and  to  coerce 
the  United  States,  against  their  interest  and  their 
policy,  into  becoming  an  associate  in  the  war. 
But  the  American  Cfoverninent  never  did,  and 
never'cao,  admit,  that  a  belliserent  Power,  "in 
taking  steps  to  restrain  the  violence  of  its  enemy, 
and  to  retort  upon  them  the  evils  of  their  own 
injustice,"!  Is  entitled  to  disturb  aod  to  destroy 
the  rights  of  a  neutral  Power,  as  recognised  and 
established  by  the  law  of  nations.  It  was  im- 
possible, indeed,  that  the  real  features  of  the  mis- 
called retaliatory  system,  should  be  long  masked 
from  the  world ;  when  Ureat  Britain,  even  in  her 
acts  of  professed  retaliation,  declared  that  Franca 
was  unable  to  execute  the  hostile  denunciations 
of  her  decrees ;}  and  when  Great  Britain  herself, 
unblushingly,  entered  into  the  same  commerce 
with  her  enemy  (through  the  medium  of  forge- 
ries, perjuries,  and  licenses,}  from  which  she  had 
interdicted  unoffending  neutrals.  The  pride  of 
naval  superiority,  and  the  cravings  of  commer- 
cial monopolv,  gave,  after  all,  the  impulse  and 
direction  to  the  councils  of  the  British  Cabinet; 


gress  in  November,  1808.  See  the  docomenU  respect- 
ing Captam  Love,  of  the  Driver;  Captain  Whitby,  of 
the  Leaoder,  &c 

See  also,  the  correspondence  respecting  the  frigate 
Chesapeake,  with  Mr.  Canning  at  London ;  with  Mr. 
Rose,  at  Waduogton ;  and  with  Mr.  Brskine,  at  Wash- 
ington. 

*8ee  the  proclamation  of  the  8d  of  Jnly,  1807. 

fSee  the  Orders  in  Coandl  of  the  7th  of  January, 
1807 

1  See  the  Ordeia  ia  Cooncil  of  the  7th  of  January, 
18U7. 
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while  Che  rast,  altbooj^h  risionary  projects  of 
France,  furnished  occasions  and  pretexts  for  ac- 
compli shin  {^  the  objects  of  those  coancils. 

The  British  Minister,  resident  at  Washington, 
in  the  year  1804,  havin{(  distinctly  recognised,  in 
the  name  of  his  Sovereign,  the  legitimate  princi- 
ples of  blockade,  the  American  Qovernment  re- 
ceived, with  some^  surprise  and  solicitude,  the 
saccessive  notifications  of  the  9th  of  August,  1804, 
the  8th  of  April,  1806,  and  more  particularly 
of  the  16th  of  Mar,  1806,  announcing,  by  the  last 
notification,  "a  blockade  of  the  coast,  rivers,  and 
ports,  from  the  river  Elbe  to  the  port  of  Brest, 
both  inclusive.*"  In  none  of  the  notified  instances 
of  blockade,  were  the  principles,  that  had  been 
recognised  in  1804,  adopted  and  pursued ;  and  it 
willl>e  recollected  by  all  Europe,  that  neither  at 
the  time  of  the  notification  of  the  16th  of  May, 
1806,  nor  at  the  time  of  excepting  the  Elbe  and 
Ems  from  the  operation  of  that  notification,  t 
nor  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of  the 
French  war,  was  there  an  adequate  naval  force, 
actually  applied  by  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  a  blockade  from  the  river  Elbe  to 
the  port  of  Brest.  It  was  then,  in  the  language 
of  the  day,  "  a  mere  paper  blockade;"  a  manifest 
infraction  of  the  law  of  nations ;  and  an  act  of  pe- 
culiar injustice  to  the  United  States,  as  the  only 
neutral  rower  against  which  it  could  practically 
operate.  But^  wnatever  may  have  been  the  sense 
Qt  the  American  Government  on  the  occasion, 
and  whatever  might  be  the  disposition  to  avoid 
makingtbis  the  ground  of  an  open  rupture  with 
Great  Britain,  the  case  assumed  a  character  of 
the  highest  interest,  when,  independent  of  its  own 
injurious  consequences,  France,  in  the  Berlin  de- 
cree of  the  21st  of  November,  1806,  recited,  as  a 
chief  cause  for  placing  the  British  islands  in  a 
state  of  blockade,  "  that  Great  Britain  declares 
blockaded  places  before  which  she  has  not  a  single 
vessel  of  war ;  and  even  places,  which  her  united 
forces  would  be  incapable  of  blockading ;  such  as 
entire  coasts,  and  a  whole  empire :  an  unequalled 
abuse  of  the  right  of  blockade,  that  had  no  other 
object,  than  to  interrupt  the  communications  of 
different  nations ;  and  to  extend  the  commerce 
and  industry  of  England,  upon  the  ruin  of  those 
nations."!  The  American  Uovernment  aims  not, 
and  never  has  aimed«  at  the  justification,  either 
of  Great  Britain  or  of  France  in  their  career  of 
crimination  and  recrimination  ;  but  it  is  of  some 
importance  to  observe,  that,  if  the  blockade  of 
May,  1806,  was  an  unlawral  blockade,  and  if 
the  right  of  retaliation  arose  with  the  first  un- 
lawful attack,  made  by  a  belligerent  Power 
upon  neutral  rights,  Great  Britain  has  yet  to 
answer  to  mankind,  according  to  the  rule  of  her 
own  acknowledgment,  for  all  the  calamities  of 

*  See  Lord  Hsnowby*s  note  to  Mr.  Moaioei  dated 
the  9th  of  August,  1804;  and  Mr.  Fox's  notes  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  dated  respectively  the  8th  of  April  and  the 
16th  of  May,  1806. 

t  See  Lord  Howick's  note  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated  the 
S6th  of  September,  1806. 

t  See  the  Berlin  decree  of  the  Slst  November,  1806. 


the  retaliatory  warfare.  France,  wfaethcf  ri^ 
or  wrong,  made  the  British  system  of  blocal 
the  foundation  of  the  Berlin  decree ;  asd  Fnt« 
had  an  equal  right  with  Great  Britain  to  iemxi 
from  the  United  States  an  opposiiin  to  frerj 
encroachment  upon  the  privileges  •fc^oeuus! 
character.  It  is  enough,  no wever,  ot  tke  preseat 
occasion,  for  the  American  Gtovenint  to  ob- 
serve  that  it  possessed  no  power  to  psm&t  the 
framing  of  the  Berlin  decree,  and  to  discitiauiy 
approbation  of  its  principles  or  acquieaeaee  in 
its  operation:  for,  it  neither  belonged  te Qrest 
Britain  nor  to  France  to  prescribe  to  theiiov 
can  Government  the  time  or  the  mode.<»\k 
degree  of  resistance,  to  the  indignities  ud  ta 
outrages  with  which  each  of  those  natioes  iail 
turn  assailed  the  United  States^ 

But  it  has  been  shown  that,  after  the  Britak 
Government  possessed  a  knowledge  of  theexeg* 
ence  of  the  Berlin  decree,  it  authorized  tbec» 
elusion  of  the  Treaty  with  the  United  Sa%i 
which  was  signed  at  London,  on  the  3lsto{De^ 
cember,  1806,  reserving  to  itself  a  power  of !» 
nulling  the  treaty,  if  France  did  not  revoke,  »i 
the  United  States,  as  a  neutral  Power,  did  oot  !^ 
sist  the  obnoxious  measure.    It  has  iJ^  ben 
shown,  that  before  Great  Britain  could  possi^y 
ascertain  the  determination  of  the  United Stius 
in  relation  to  the  Berlin  decree,  the  Orders  k 
Council  of  the  7th  of  January,  1807,  wereissed, 
professing  to  be  a  retaliation  agaiast  Fnsst 
'*  at  a  time  when  the  fleets  of  Fnnee  ud  ha 
allies  were  themselves  confined  withts  ttorowi 
ports,  by  th^  superior  valor  and  discipline  of  iht 
British  navy,"  but  operating  iu  fact  ajtiBst  the 
United  Slates,  as  a  neutral  Power,  to  ptohibu 
their  trade    *'  from  one  port  to  aoothet,  ^ 
which  ports  should  belong  to,  or  be  ia  the  p» 
session  of  France  or  her  allies,  or  shonld  be  ss 
far  under  their  control,  as  thst  Btuisb  ressds 
might  not  trade  freely  thereat**    h  rcmajas, 
however,  to  be  stated,  that  it  wv  oot  oni//  the 
12ih  qf  March,  1807,  that  tiie  firitish  Mioister, 
then  residing  at  Washings,  conunnnicated  to 
the  American  Governmeal,la  the  name  of  )us 
Sovereign,  the  Orders  in  ConacU  of  JaDOsrr, 
1807,  with  an  intimation  that  suoager  mosara 
would   be  pursued,  unless  the  United  Staiei 
should  resist  the  operations  of  theBerUa  decree.^ 
At  the  moment  the  British  Goveromeat  vas  » 
minded  "  that  within  the  period  of  those  greil 
events  which  continued  to  agitate  Europe. i^ 
stances  had  occurred  in  which  the  commerer « 
neutral  nations,  more  especially  of  the  Uoitc^ 
States,  had  experienced  the  severest  disutsse^ 
from  its  own  orders  and  measures,  msnife^f  oai 
authorized  by  the  law  of  nations;"  a^sarftDc<j 
were  given  "  that  no  culpable  acqoiesce&ce  o^ 
the  part  of  the  United  States  would  render  ibe^ 
accessary  to  the  proceedings  of  one  belLigeft^ 
nation,  through  their  rights  of  neutrality,  sga^ 

*  See  the  Order  in  Conndl  of  the  7di  of  It^* 
1807. 

t  See  Mr.  Erskine's  letter  to  the  Seoetai?  t^^ 
dated  the  IZih  of  Maich»  1807. 
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s  commerce  of  its  adf enary ;"  and  the  right 
Great  Brilaio  co  issue  such  orders  uaiess  as 
iers  o(  blockade,  to  be  enforced  according  to 
3  law  of  oatioDS,  was  utterly  denied.* 
This  candid  and  explicit  avowal  of  the  seoti- 
*ots  of  the  American  Govemmeiit,  upon  an 
:asion  so  novel  and  important  in  the  history 
nations,  did  not,  however,  make  its  just  im- 
?ssioQ  upon  the  British  Cabinet;  for,  without 
igning  any  new  provocation  on  the  part  of 
ance,  and  complaining  merely,  that  neutral 
wers  had  not  been  induced  to  interpose  with 
ect,  to  obtain  a  revocation  of  the  Berlin  decree, 
'hich,  however,  Great  Britain  herself  had  af- 
ned  to  be  a  decree  nominal  and  inoperative,) 
i  Orders  in  Council  of  the,  11th  of  November, 
37y  were  issued,  declaring  "  that  all  the  ports  and 
ices  of  France*  and  her  allies,  or  of  anv  other 
iiDtry  at  war  with  His  Majesty  and  all  other 
rts  or  places  in  Europe,  from  which,  although 
t  at  war  with  His  Majesty,,  the  British  flag 
18  excluded,  and  all  ports  or  places  in  the  cok^ 
!s  belonging  to  His  Alaj est y^s  enemies,  should 
m  thenceforth  be  subject  to  the  same  reslric- 
ns  in  point  of  trade  and  navigation,  as  if  the 
ae  were  actually  blockaded  by  His  Majesty's 
val  forces,  in  the  most  strict  and  rigorous  man- 
r  ;^'  that  ^  all  trade  in  articles  which  were  the 
)duce  or  manufacture  of  the  said  countries  or 
lonies,  should  be  deemed  and  considered  to  be 
lawful,"  but  that  neutral  vessels  shotild  still 
permitted  to  trade  with  France  from  certain 
e  ports,  or  through  ports  and  places  of  the 
itish  dominions.t  To  accept  the  lawful  en> 
rment  of  a  risht  as  the  grant  of  a  superior,  to 
>secute  a  lawful  commerce  under  ihe  forms  of 
ror  and  indulgence, and  lo  pay  a  tribute  to  Great 
itain  for  the  privileges  ol  a  lawful  transit  on 
i  ocean,  were  concessions  which  Great  Britain 
IS  disposed  insidiously  to  exact,  by  an  appeal 
the  cupidity  of  individuals,  but  w^ich  the 
lited  States  ooold  never  yield,  consistently 
th  the  independence  and  tike  sovereignty  of 
i  nation.  The  Orders  in  Council  were  there- 
re  altered,  in  this  respect,  at  a  subsequent  pe» 
»d4  but  the  general  interdict  of  neutral  coia- 
erce,  applying  more  especially  to  American 
mmerce,  was  obstinately  maintained, against  all 
e  force  of  reason,  of  reroooetrance^  and  of  pro- 
bation, employed  by  the  American  Government, 
ben  the  subiect  was  presented  to  its  considera- 
m  by  the  firitish  Minister  residing  at  Wash* 
gton.  The  fact  assumed  as  the  basis  of  the 
rders  in  Council  wafr  unequivocally  duowned ; 
id  it  was  demonstrated  that,  so  fiir  from  its  be- 
g  true,  "  that  the  United  States  had  acquiesced 
an  illegal  operation  of  the  Berlin  decree,  it  was 
)t  even  true,  that  at  the  Oate  of  the  British  Or- 
rs  of  the  11th  of  November,  1807;  a  single  ap- 

•  See  the  Seeretaxy  of  dtote's  letter  to  Mr.  Brskine, 
ted  the  30th  of  March,  1807. 

(See  the  Orden  in  Cooneil  of  the  11th  of  Novem- 
.  1807. 

(See  Mr.  Canning's  ktter  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  83d 
broaiy,  1808. 


pliemtion  of  that  decree  to  the  eommerce  of  the 
United  States  on  the  high  seas,  could  have  bm 
known  to  the  British  Government  f  while  the 
British  Governhient  had  been  officially  informed 
bv  the  American  Minister  at  London,'  ^  that  ex- 
planations, uncontradicted  by  any  overt  act,  had 
been  given  to  the  American  Mmister  at  Paris, 
which  justified  a  reliance  that  the  Firenbh  decree 
would  not  be  put  in  force  against  the  United 
Slates.*  * 

The  Bntiih  orders  of  the  11th  of  November, 
1807,  were  quickly  followed  by  the  French  decree 
of  Milan,  dated  the  17th  of  December,  1807, 
^  which  was  said  to  be  resorted  to  only  in  joat 
retaliation  of  the  barbarous  system  adopted  by 
England,''  and  in  which  the  denationalising  ten- 
dency of  the  orders  is  made  the  foundation  of  a 
declaration  in  the  decree,  ''that  every  ship,  to 
whatever  nation  it  might  Iwlong,  that  should  nave 
submitted  to  be  searched  by  an  English  ship,  or 
to  a  voyage  to  England,  or  should  have  paid  any 
tax  whatsoever  to  the  English  Gbverament,  waa 
thereby,  and  for  that  alone,  declared  to  be  dena* 
tionalised,  to  have  forfeited  the  protection  of  ita 
Sovereign,  and  to  have  become  English  propertfi 
subject  to  capture,  as  good  and  lawful  prtire ;  that 
the  British  islands  were  placed  io  a  state  of 
blockade,  both  by  sea  and  land ;  and  every  ship, 
of  whatever  nation,  or  whatever  the  nature  of  ita 
cargo  miffbt  be,  that  sails  from  the  ports  of  Eng* 
land,  or  those  of  the  SogHsh  colonies,  and  of  the 
countries  occupied  by  English  troops,  and  pro- 
ceeding to  England,  or  to  the  English'  colottiei^ 
or  to  countries  occupied  by  English  troops,  should 
be  good  and  lawful  prize ;  biit  that  the  provisions 
of  the  decree  should  be  abrogated  and  null,  in 
fact,  as  soon  as  iheEofflish  should  abide  again  bj 
the  principles  of  the  taw  of  nations,  which  are 
also  the  principles  of  justice  and  honor.'t  In 
opposition,  however,  to  the  Milan  decree,  as  well 
as  to  the  Berlin  decree,  the  American  Govern* 
ment  strenuously  and  unceasingly  employed  everv 
instmment,  except  the  instroments  of  war.  ft 
acted  precisely  towards  France  as  it  acted  towardi 
Great  Briiain,  on  similar  occasions ;  but  France 
remained,  for  a  time,  as  insensible  to  the  claiina 
of  justice  and  honor  as  Great  Britain ;  each  imi* 
tatinjg^  the  other  in  extravagance  of  pretension, 
and  in  obstinacy  of  pnrpoee. 

When  tie  American  Government  received  in* 
telligence  that  the  orders  of  the  llih  of  November, 
1807,  had  been  under  the  consideration  of  the 
British  Cabinet,  and  were  actoally  prepared  for 
promulgation,  it  was  anticipated  that  France,  in 
A  zealous  prosecution  of  the  retaliatory  warfare, 
would  soon  produce  an  eet  of  at  least  equal  in- 
justice and  hostility.  The  crisis  existed,  there** 
fore,  at  which  the  United  Stales  were  compelled 
to  decide,  either  to  withdraw  tbeir  seafaring  citi- 
zens and  their  commercial  wealth  from  th6  ocJean, 
or  to  leave  the  interests  of  the  mariner  and  the 


•  See  Mr;  Eiskme's  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  8tate» 
dated  the  SSd  of  Pebmsry,  1808,  and  the  answer  of 
the  Secretaty  of  States  dated  the  S6th  of  March*  1808. 

t  See  the  Milan  decree  of  the  17th  of  DeC^  1807. 
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merebaot  exposed  to  eeruln  destroctioBi  or  to 
engage  in  open  aod  active  war  for  the  protection 
and  defence  of  those  interests.  The  principles 
and  the  habits  of  the  American  Ooremment  were 
atiil  disposed  to  neutrality  and  peace.  In  weigh- 
ing the  nature  and  the  amount  of  the  aggressions 
which  had  been  perpetrated,  or  which  were  threat- 
ened, if  there  were  any  preponderance  to  deter- 
mine the  balance  against  one  of  the  belligerent 
Powers  rather  than  the  other,  as  the  object  of  a 
declaration  of  war,  it  was  against  Great  Britain, 
at  least  upon  the  vital  interest  of  impressment, 
and  the  obvious  superiority  of  her  naval  means 
of  annoyance.  The  French  decreet  were,  indeed, 
as  obnoxious  in  their  formation  and  design  as  the 
British  orders;  but  the  Government  of  France 
claimed  and  exercised  no  right  of  impressment; 
and  the  maritime  spoliations  of  France  were  com- 
paratively restricted,  not  only  bv  her  own  weak- 
ness on  the  ocean,  but  by  the  constant  and 
pervading  vigilance  of  the  fleets  of  her  enemy. 
The  difficulty  of  selection,  the  indiscretion  of  en- 
countering at  once  both  or  the  offending  Powers, 
and,  above  all,  the  hope  of  an  early  return  of  jus- 
tice, under  the  dispensations  of  the  ancient  public 
law,  prevailed  in  the  councils  of  the  American 
Government;  and  it  was  resolved  to  attempt  the 
preservation  of  its  neutrality  and  its  peace,  of  its 
citizens  and  its  resources,  by  a  voluntary  suspen- 
sion of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  It  is  true,  that  for  the  minor  outrages 
committed,  under  the  pretext  of  the  rule  of  war 
of  1756,  the  citizens  of  every  denomination  had 
demanded  from  their  Government,  io  the  year 
1805,  protection  and  redress ;  it  is  true,  that  for 
the  unparalleled  enormities  of  the  year  1807,  the 
citizens  of  every  denomination  again  demanded 
from  their  Government  protection  and  redress ; 
but  it  is  also  a  truth,  conclusively  established  by 
every  manifestation  of  the  sense  of  the  American 
people,  as  well  as  of  their  Government,  that  any 
honorable  means  of  protection  and  redress  were 
preferred  to  the  last  resort  of  arms.  The  Ameri- 
can Government  might  honorably  retire,  for  a 
time,  from  the  scene  of  conflict  and  collision ;  but 
it  could  no  long[er,  with  honor,  permit  iu  flag  to 
be  insulted,  its  citizens  to  be  enslaved,  and  its  prop- 
erty to  be  plundered,  on  the  highway  of  nations. 
Under  these  impressions,  the  restrictive  system 
of  the  United  States  was  introduced.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1807,  an  embargo  was  imposed  upon  all 
American  vessels  and  merchandise;*  on  principles 
similar  to  those  which  originated  and  regulated 
the  embargo  law,  authorized  to  be  laid  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  year  1794; 
but  soon  afterwards,  io  the  genuine  spirit  of  the 
policy  that  prescribed  the  measure,  it  was  de- 
clared by  law,  'Uiiat  in  the  event  of  such  peace, 
or  suspension  of  hostilities,  between  the  belliger- 
ent Powers  of  Europe,  or  such  changes  in  their 
measures  affect iog  neutral  commerce,  as  might 
render  that  of  the  United  States  safe,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  President  of  the  United  Statts,  he  was 

*  Sea  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  SSd  of  Decem- 
ber, 1807. 


authorized  to  suspend  theembnrgo^iBvhoiffif 
part.'**  The  pressure  of  the  embargo  teik^ 
however,  so  severe  upon  evervpartofikc}!! 
munity,  that  the  American  Goreroofi^Doiri 
standing  the  neutral  character  oftircKsisii 
determined  upon  some  relsutfOD;iiifc»i^ 
ingly,  the  embargo  being  raised,  uitH  oik 
nations,  a  system  of  noo-iBtsfcoarKiiiMis- 
poriation  was  substituted  io  Mireh,!SHi3 
Great  Britain  and  France*  whteh  iinbd  ill 
voyages  to  the  British  or  Preoeb  dooiinLiH 
all  trade  in  articles  of  Britinfa  or  Fmc^s^; 
or  roaoufactore.f  But  still  sdherin;ts%y!- 
cral  and  pacific  policy  oftheGoveroaniJv 
declared,  ^  that  the  President  of  ihrOmtf^Siai 
should  be  authorized,  io  ease  either  Fnui 
Great  Britain  should  so  revoke  or  lodtf^  > 
edicts,  as  that  they  should  eetse  to  i\^n 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  Stmio^ 
the  same  by  proclamation;  after vbieii^dA 
of  the  United  States  might  be  reoe ved r;i>^ 
nation  so  doing."}  These  sppeils  loikj:* 
and  the  interests  of  the  belligerent  Powenp^ 
ineffectual,  and  the  oeeewities  of  tbe  ecs? 
increasing,  it  was  finally  retolred.bf  (if i^ 
ican  Government,  to  take  the  banniirfj^ 
to  revoke  its  restrictive  system;  w^mm 
British  and  French  armed  vessels  froav^r 
bors  and  waters  of  the  United  8ui«;  ^kh 
emphatically  to  announce.  •*  that  ic  civ^^ 
Great  Briuio  or  France  should,  before (i?*' 
March,  1811,  so  revoke,  or  aiodiff>«f«^» 
that  they  slioold  cease  to  riolste  ilamtfia- 
merce  of  the  United  States;  lodif  ik^;^ 
tion  should  not,  within  three  mooths  iw«'», 
so  revoke,  or  modify,  her  edicts,  n  m^^^ 
the  provisions  of  the  noo-intertooneiMW?* 
portation  law  should,  at  the  ex|»ini!«  oi  ' 
months,  be  revived  against  tke  »tm  ff^«^^ 
or  neglecting  ta  revoke  or  B»«dHri»»«rtt| 

iDthecourse  whichtbeAm<f««Oo"|raffl^ 
had  hitherto  pursued,  relatiiero  the  w'^^J^ 


orders  and  decrees,  the  candii  ^w?'?"'^.,,-,-. 
as  the  patriotic  citizen,  may  (*f«"*l!  uJ 
solicitude  for  the  preservaiioa  ^Vfl 


the  publicity  and  impartialitrrfj^jj'^^ 
that  was  thus  spread  before  the  ^'t«J^ 
ers,  it  is  impossible  that  anf  i««i'«»rS# 
found  of  foreign  influence  or  coatroi.  i" 
tore  was  urged  upon  both  Mti<>"«"'"„n^ 
at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  "Oie  bmJ^ 
was  an  intimation  withheld, froinfl^.^'^ 
that  "it  might  be  regarded bjr the belljT^ 
accepting  it,  as  a  promise  to  itself,  m«  ^ 
to  its  enemy."}    Each  of  the  aitiow,  ^  : 


*  See  the  act  of  Congisss,  psised 


r> 


1808. 
fSee  the  act  of  Congress  p»««w 

March,  1809.  »  ^tid  irf« 

t  See  the  11th  section  of  the  last  at««J » 

gress.  ^  M  .  1 ,4  . 

I  See  the  act  of  Congress  P»"^,^  V". 

S  See  the  correspondence  between  «"  j^  isi 
State,  and  the  Americsii  Minis**"  «« *^ 
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tmnienceiiieDtof  theretal  iBtor^  s78tem,aekoowU 
ged  that  its  measures  were  violations  of  public 
and  eacb  pledged  itself  to  retraet  them. 


w 


hffoeirer  ibe  other  should  set  the  example.*  Al- 
ougb  the  American  Oovernmeot,  therefore,  por- 
ted in  iis  remonstraoces  against  the  original 

nsjrressions,  without  regard  to  the  question  of 
air  priority,  it  embraced,  with  eagerness,  every 
pe  of  reconciling  the  interests  of  the  rival  Pow- 
i,  with  a  performance  of  the  duty  which  they 
'ed  to  the  neutral  character  of  the  United  States; 
d  when  the  British  Minister,  residing  at  Wmsh- 
jton,  in  the  year  1809,  afiSrmed,  in  terms  as 
lio  and  as  positive  as  language  could  supply, 
hat  he  was  authorized  to  declare,  that  Hin  Brit- 
Die  Majesty's  Ordirrs  in  Council  of  January 
d  November,  1607,  will  have  been  withdrawn, 
respects  the  United  States,  on  the  10th  day  of 
ne,  1809,"  the  President  of  the  United  States 
steoed,  with  approved  liberality,  to  accept  the 
claraiion  as  conclusive,  that  the  promised  fact 
>uld  ezi»t,  at  the  stipulated  period ;  and,  by  an 
imediate  proclamation,  he  announced,  ^that  af- 
'  the  lOih  day  of  June  next,  the  trade  of  the 
lited  States  with  Great  Britain,  as  suspended 

the  non-intercourse  law,  and  by  the  acts  of 
mgress  laying  and  enforcing  an  embargo,  might 
renewed."t  The  American  Government  nei- 
*r  asked  nor  received,  from  the  British  Minister, 

exemplification  of  his  powers,  an  inspection  of 
I  instructions,  nor  the  solemnity  of  aa  Order  it* 
luncil ;  but  executed  the  compact,  on  the  part  of 
;  United  States,  in  all  the  sincerity  of  its  own  In- 
It  ions  and  in  all  the  confidence  which  the  offi- 
il  act  of  the  representative  of  His  Britannic  Ma* 
ty  was  calculated  to  inspire.  The  act,  and  the 
ibority  for  the  act,  were,  however,  disavowed  by 
eat  Britain ;  and  an  attempt  was  made,  by  the 
scessor  of  Mr.  Brskine,  through  the  aid  of  in- 
uatioDs.  which  were  indignantly  repulsed,  to  | 
(tify  the  British  rejection  of  the  Treaty  of  1809, 

referring  to  the  American  rejection  of  the 
eaty  of  1806;  forgetful  of  the  essential  poinu 
difierence,  that  the  British  Gtovernmentj  on  the 
mer  occasion,  had  been  explicitly  apprized  by 
i  American  negotiators  of  their  defect  of  power ; 
d  that  the  execution  of  tho  projected  treaty 
d  not,  on  either  side,  been  commeaeed.t 
After  this  abortive  aitempt  to  obtain  a  just  and 
Dorable  revocation  of  the  British  Orders  in 
»uncii,  the  United  States  were  again  invited  to 
Julge  the  hope  of  safety  and  tranquillity,  when 
?  Minister  oi  France  announced  to  the  Ameri* 

0  Minister  at  Paris,  that,  in  consideration  of 
e  act  of  the  first  of  May,  1809,  by  which  the 
ingress  of  the  United  Slates  ^^  engaged  to  op- 
se  itself  to  that  one  of  the  belligerent  Powers, 

*  Hce  the  documents  laid  before  Congress  firom  time 
time,  by  the  President,  and  printed. 
-  See  the  correspondenee  between  Mr.  Erskine,  the 
ituih  Minister,  sod  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the 
h,  18th,  and  IQthofApril*  1809;  and  the  President's 
dametion  of  the  Isst  date. 

1  See  the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of 
kta,  and  Kn  Jackseni  the  British  Minister. 


which  should  refuse  to  acknowledge  the  rights  of 
neutrals,  he  was  authorized  to  declare,  that  the 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  revoked,  and 
that  after  the  first  of  November,  1810,  they 
would  cease  to  have  effect,  it  being  understood, 
that  in  consequence  of  that  declaration,  the  Eng- 
lish should  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  and 
renounce  the  new  principles  of  blockade,  which 
they  had  wished  to  establish ;  or  that  the  United 
States,  conformably  to  the  act  of  Congress,  should 
cause  their  rights  to  be  respected  by  the  Bog- 
lisb."*  This  decUraUon,  delivered  by  the  official 
organ  of  .the  Government  of  France,  and  in  the 
presence,  as  it  were,  of  the  French  Sovereign, 
was  of  the  highest  authority,  according  to  all  the 
rules  of  diplomatic  intercourse;  and.  certainly, 
far  surpassed  any  claim  of  credence  which  was 
possessed  by  the  British  Minister,  residing  at 
Washington,  when  the  arrangement  of  the  year 
1809  was  accepted  and  executed  by  the  Ameri* 
can  Government.  The  President  of  the  United 
States,  therefore,  owed  to  the  consistency  of  his 
own  character,  and  to  the  dictates  of  a  sincere 
impartiality,  a  prompt  acceptance  of  the  French 
overture:  and,  accordingly,  the  authoritative  pro- 
mise,  that  the  fact  should  exist,  at  the  stipulated 
period,  being  again  admitted  as  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  its  existence,  a  proclamation  was  issued 
on  the  fid  of  November,  1810,  announcing,  ^<that 
the  edicts  of  France  had  been  so  revoked,  as  that 
they  ceased,  on  the  first  day  of  the  same  month, 
to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  Unitea 
States;  and  that  all  the  restrictions  Imposed  by 
the  act  of  Congress  should  then  cease  and  be  dis- 
coi^tinued,  in  relation  to  France  and  her  depen- 
deooies."t  That  France,  from  this  epoch,  re- 
frained from  all  agressions,  on  the  high  seas,  or 
even  in  her  own  ports,  upon  the  persons  and  the 
property  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
never  was  asserted ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  her  vio- 
lence and  her  spoliations  have  been  unceasing 
causes  of  complaint.  These  subsequent  injur ies, 
ooostitnting  a  part  of  the  existing  reclamations 
of  the  United  Btatea,  were  always,  however,  dis- 
avowed by  the  French  Qovernment;  while  the 
repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decree  has,  on 
every  occasion,  been  affirmed;  Insomuch  that 
Gkeat  Britain  nerself  was,  at  last,  compelled  to 
yield  to  the  evidence  of  the  fact. 

On  the  expiration  of  three  months  from  the 
date  of  the  President's  proclamation,  the  non- 
intercourse  and  non  importation  law  was,  of 
course,  to  be  revived  against  Great  Britain,  on- 
less,  during  that  period,  her  Orders  in  Council 
should  be  revoked.  The  subject  was,  therefore, 
mo»t  anxiously,  and  most  steadily,  pressed  upon 
the  justice  and  the  magnanimity  of  the  British 
Gtoveromeot;  and  even  when  the  hope  of  succesi 
expired,  by  the  lapse  of  the  period  prescribed  in 
one  act  >of  Congress,  the  United  States  opened 
the  door  of  reconciliation  by  another  act,  which, 

*  See  the  Dnke  de  Gsdore's  letter  to  Mr.  Armstrong, 
dated  the  6th  of  August,  1810. 

tSee  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  Sd  of 
November,  1810. 
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in  the  year  1811,.agaiD  pro? ided,  tkl^  Id  ease,  ai 
any  time,  "Great  Britain  should  so  revoke  or 
modify  her  edicts,  as  that  they  shall  eeaae  to  vio- 
late the  nentral  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  should  declare 
the  fact  by  proclamation ;  and  that  the  restric- 
tions, previously  imposed,  should,  from  the  date 
of  soen  proclamation,  ceaSM  and  be  discontin- 
ued."* cut,  unhappily*  every  appeal  to  the  just- 
ice and  magnanimity  of  Great  Bf itain  was  now, 
as  heretofore,  fruitless  and  forlorn.  She  had,  at 
this  epoch,  impressed  from  the  crews  of  Ameri- 
can merchant  vessels,  peaceably  navigating  the 
high  seas,  not  less  than  six  thousand  manners, 
who  claimed  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  were  denied  all  opportunity  to  verify 
their  claims.  She  had  seized  and  confiscated  the 
commercial  property  of  American  citizens  to  an 
incalculable  amount.  She  had  united  in  the 
enormities  of  France,  to  declare  a  great  propor- 
tion of  the  terraqueous  globe  in  a  state  of  block- 
ade ;  chasing  the  American  mwehant  flag  effect- 
nally  from  the  ocean.  She  had  contemptuously 
disregarded  the  neutrality  of  the  American  terrt- 
xtory,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  American  laws^ 
i^ithin  the  waters  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States.  She  was  eojoyiog  the  emoluments  of  a 
snrreptitious  trade,  stained  with  every  species  of 
fraud  and  corruption,  which  gave  to  ine  belliger- 
ent Powers  the  advantages  of  peace,  while  the 
neutral  Powers  were  involved  in  the  evils  of  war. 
She  bad,  in  short,  usurped  and  exercised,  on  the 
water,  a  tyranny  similar  to  that  which  her  great 
antagoniit  had  usurped  and  exercised  upon  the 
land.  And,  amidst  all  these  proofs  of  ambition 
and  avarice,  she  demanded  that  the  victims  of 
her|usurpations  and  her  violence  should  severe 
her  as  the  sole  defender  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  mankind. 

When,  therefore,  Great  Britain,  in  manifest 
violation  of  her  solemn  promise^  refused  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  France,  by  tne  repeal  of  her 
Orders  in  Council,  the  American  Gfoverament 
was  compelled  to  contemplate  a  resort  to  arms, 
as  the  only  remaining  course  to  be  pursued  for  its 
honor,  its  independence,  and  its  safety.  Whatr 
ever  depended  upon  the  United  States  themselves, 
the  United  Sutes  had  performed  for  the  preser- 
vation of  peace,  in  resistance  of  the  French  de- 
crees as  well  as  of  the  British  orders.  What  had 
been  required  from  France,  in  its  relation  to  the 
neutral  character  of  the  United  States,  France 
had  performed,  by  the  revocation  of  its  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees.  But  what  depended  upon  Great 
Britain,  for  the  purposes  of  justice,  in  the  repeal 
of  her  Orders  in  Council,  was  withheld,  and  new 
evasions  were  sought  when  the  old  were  exhaust- 
ed. It  was,  at  one  time,  alleged,  that  satisfactory 
poof  was  not  afforded  that  France  had  repealed 
Iktt  decrees  against  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States;  as  if  such  proof  alone  were  wanting  to 
insure  the  performance  of  the  British  promiscf 

•  8ee  the  act  of  Congrasi  passed  March  2, 1811. 
tSse  tbs  conrespondance  between  Mr*  Fnkiuff  and 
the  British  GQTemment. 


At  anochcr  time  it  was  imisted  tknt  the reperitf 
the  French  decrees,  in  their  Mcvrntionagaatftfe 
United  States,  in  order  to  nntborineadoBSB^&r 
the  performance  of  the  British  proauw,  most  k 
total,  applying  equally  to  their  inccniiaa^ciie^ 
external  effects,  as  if  the  United  Stales  Wettfar 
the  right  or  the  power  to  impose  ipBi  Fiance 
the  law  of  her  domesiie  inetitotioas,*  Aad  it 
was  finally  insisted,  in  a  despatch  IronLniCBf- 
tlereagh  to  the  British  Minister  residiagaWuh- 
ington,  in  the  year  1812,  vrhich  was  AeisUf 
communicated  to  the  American    Govnnsst, 
**that  the  decrees  of  Beriin  aod  Milaa  ais^«t 
be  repealed  aiaffly  and  apeeially  in  reiatioa  lo*^ 
United  States,  out  must  be  repealed  also  ss  istl 
other  neutral  nations,  and  that  in  no  Icn  esot 
of  a  repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  bad  tfaeBnti^ 
Government  ever  pledged  itself  lo  repeal  the  (k- 
ders  in  Council  ;"t  as  if  it  were  iocwnbent  os  tie 
United  States,  not  only  to  assert  her  owe  r^a 
but  to  become  the  eoadJBCtyr  <^  the  Britkb  G» 
ernment  in  a  gratnitoos  aaaertioB  d[  the  rigktis 
all  other  nations. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  eooMpsof 
no  ioniser,  under  a  deep  and  afllicting  wnse  i 
the  national  wrongs.  While  tJiejr  ^fost^aoti 
definitive  measures  with  respect  to  Wnaot,  is  Ur 
expectation  that  the  resalt  of  unclosed  dixasiofif 
between  the  American  Minister  at  Paris  as^  th 
French  Government,  would  speedily  coablftte 
to  decide,  with  greater  adTaniage,  on  the  eosne 
due  to  the  riahts,  the  interesu,  and  the  honor  d 
the  country  fX  ihey  pronounced  a  deitesir  wi 
solemn  declaration  of  war,  betureeD  Cheat  Britain 
and  the  United  Sutes,  on  the  18th  of  Jane.  1813. 

But  it  is  in  the  face  of  all  the  facu  whidi  hate 
been  displayed  in  the  present  nanaiivc,  thai  tie 
Prince  Re^nt,  by  his  deekratioa  of  Janasrf^ 
1813,  describes  the  United  Sutes  m*  the  aggm- 
sor  in  the  wav»  if  the  act  of  dachm^  var  cosr 
stitutea^inall  cases,  the  act  donpa^lwggnstitm, 
the  Uuted  Sutes  mtist  submit  to  the  seventy  of 
the  raproaeh ;  but  if  the  aecef  dedarina  war  may 
be  more  truly  considered  as  the  lesnlt  of  Voog 
sufiering,  and  necessary  self4cfeaee,  the  Ameri- 
can Gbvernment  will  stand  acqaiited,  in  the  s^t 
of  Heaven  and  of  the  world.  Have  the  Unlied 
States,  then,  enslaved  thesobjeeta^coafiseaiedthe 
property,  prostrated  the  coaunerce,  iasoltcd  dK 
flag.  Off  violated  the  territorial  soverngnty  d 
Ghreat  Briuin  1  No ;  bnt  in  all  these  icspecn  the 
United  Sutes  had  suffered,  for  a  long  period  d 
yean  previous  to  the  declaration- of  war,  the  cos- 
tumely  and  outrage  of  the  British  Goveraiafai. 
It  has  been  said,  too^  as  an  aggmvatioa  of  tfo  isi* 
puled  aagression,  that  the  United  Sutes  choiei 

gnriod  for  the  declaration  of  war  when  Gfta: 
ritain  was  struggling  for  her  own 


*  See  the  lettsn  of  Mr.  Bsikina. 

1 8ee  the  correspondence  between  the  Qs^nir*' 
State  an4  M&  Foster,  the  Biitidi  Minhtar,  hhi^ 
1913. 

.  I  See  the  President's  Meange  of  the  leii^-iv^ 
l»in,  and  the  sepertof  the  Committee  of  FiwP  ^^ 
Utions,  to  whom  the  ~' 
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linst  a  power  which  threatened  to  orerthrow 
i  iDdepeodeoce  of  all  Europe :  bat  it  might  be 
»re  truly  said  that  theUolted  Slates,  not  acting 
OD  choice,  but  upon  compulsion,  aelayed  the 
:laratioo  of  war,  until  the  persecutions  of  Great 
[tain  had  rendered  further  delay  destructive 
1   disgraceful.    Great  Britain  had  conrerted 

commercial  scenes  of  American  opulence  and 
asperity,  into  scenes  of  comparative  poverty 
1   distress;  she  had  brought  the  eiistenee  of 

United  States,  as  an  independent  nation,  into 
>stion ;  and  surehr  it  must  have  been  indiffer- 

to  the  United  States  whether  they  ceased  to 
St  as  an  independent  nation,  by  her  conduct 
Lile  she  professed  friendship,  or  by  her  conduct 
en  she  avowed  enmity  and  reven|:e.  Nor  is 
rue  that  the  existence  of  Great  Britain  was  in 
3ger  at  the  epoch  of  the  declaration  of  war. 
le  American  Government  uniformly  entertain* 
an  opposite  opinion,  and  at  all  times  saw  more 

apprehend  for  the  United  States,  from  her 
iritime  power,  than  from  the  territorial  power 
her  enemy.  The  event  has  Justified  the  opinion 
d  the  apprehension.  But  what  the  United  States 
ked^as  essential  to  their  welfare,  and  even  as  ben- 
cial  to  the  allies  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Euro- 
m  w^ar,  Great  Britain,  it  is  manifest,  might  have 
ftnted,  without  impairing  the  resources  of  her 
rn  strength,  or  the  splendor  of  her  own  sove- 
gnty  ;  tor  her  Orders  in  Council  have  been 
ice  revoked,  not,  it  is  true,  as  the  performance 
her  promise  to  follow  in  this  respect  the  exam- 
I  of  France,  since  she  finally  rested  the  obliga- 
\n  of  that  promise  upon  a  repeal  of  the  French 
crees  as  to  all  nations,  and  the  repeal  was  only 
to  the  United  States;  nor  as  an  act  of  national 
slice  towards  the  United  States,  but  simply  as 

act  of  domestic  policy,  for  the  special  advan- 

e  of  her  own  people. 

he  British  Government  has  also  described  the 
ar  as  a  war  of  aggrandizement  and  conquest  on 
e  part  of  the  United  States;  but  where  is  the 
undation  for  the  charge?  While  the  Ameri- 
in  €k>vernment  employed  every  means  to  dis- 
lade  the  Indians,  even  those  who  lived  within 
e  territory,  and  were  supplied  by  the  bounty  of 
e  United  States  from  takine  any  part  in  the 
ar,*  the  proofs  were  irresistible  that  the  enemy 
irsued  a  very  difierent  course,t  and  that  every 
ecaution  would  be  necessary  to  prevent  the 
fects  of  an  offensive  alliance  between  the  British 
oops  and  the  savages  throughout  the  northern 
ontier  of  the  United  States.  The  military  oc- 
ipation  of  Upper  Canada  was,  therefore,  deemed 
idispensable  to  the  safety  of  that  frontier  in  the 
irliest  movements  of  the  war,  independent  of  all 
iews  of  extending  the  territorial  boundary  of  the 
United  States.    But  when  war  was  declared,  in 

*  See  the  proceedings  at  the  oonncil%  held  with  the 
idiana  daring  the  expedition  under  Brigadier  Gene- 
d  Hall,  and  the  talk  delivered  by  the  President  of  the 
'nited  States  to  the  Six  Nations,  at  Washington,  on 
M  8th  of  April,  1813. 

tSee  the  documents  laid  before  Oongtees  on  the 
athJune,  ISlt. 
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resentment  for  injuries  which  bad  been  sufiRnrtd 
upon  the  Atlantic,  what  piociple  of  public  law. 
what  modification  of  civilized  war^re,  impoaed 
upon  the  United  States  the  duty  of  abstaining 
from  the  invasion  of  the  Canadaa?  It  was  there 
alone  that  the  United  States  could  place  them* 
selves  upon  an  equal  footing  of  military  force 
with  Ghreat  Britain ;  and  it  was  there  that  they 
might  reasonably  encourage  the  hope  of  being 
able,  in  the  prosecution  of  a  lawful  retaliation, 
^  to  restrain  the  violence  of  the  enemy,  and  to 
retort  upon  him  the  evils  of  his  own  injustice.'^ 
The  proclamations  issued  by  the  American  com* 
manners,  on  entering  Upper  Canada,  have,  how* 
ever,  been  adduced  by  the  British  negotiator*  at 
Ghent  as  the  proofs  of  a  spirit  of  ambition  aad 
aggrandizement  on  the  part  of  their  Government. 
In  truth,  the  proclamations  were  not  only  unan« 
thorized  and  disapproved,  but  were  infractions  of 
the  positive  instructions  which  had  been  given 
for  the  conduct  of  the  war  in  Canada^  When 
the  General  commanding  the  Northwestern  Army 
of  the  United  States  received,  on  the  24tb  of 
June,  1812,  his  first  authority  to  commence  offen- 
sive operations^  he  was  especially  told  that  '^  he 
must  not  consider  himselr  authorized  to  pledge 
the  Government  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canaoa, 
further  than  assurances  of  protection  in  their  per- 
sons, property,  and  rights."  And  on  the  ensuing 
Ist  of  August  it  was  emphatically  declared  to 
him,  ^  that  it  had  become  necessary  that  he  should 
not  lose  sight  of  the  instructions  of  the  S4th  of 
June,  as  any  pledge  beyond  that  was  incompati- 
ble with  the  views  of  the  Government."*  Such 
was  the  nature  of  the  charge  of  American  ambi- 
tion and  aggrandizement,  and  such  the  evidence 
to  support  it. 

The  Prince  Regent  has,  however,  endeavored 
to  add  to  these  unfounded  accusations  a  stigma 
at  which  the  pride  of  the  American  Government 
revolts.  Listening  to  the  fabrications  of  British 
emissaries ;  gathering  scandals  from  the  abuses  of 
a  free  press;  and^  misled,  perhaps,  by  the  asperi- 
ties of  a  party  spirit,  common  to  all  free  Govern- 
ments, he  affects  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  war  to 
**  a  marked  partiality  in  palliating  and  assisting 
the  aggressive  tyranny  of  France,"  and  "  to  the 
prevalence  of  such  councils  as  associated  the 
United  States  in  policy  with  the  Government  of 
that  nation.'t  The  conduct  of  the  American 
Government  is  now  open  to  every  scrutiny,  and 
its  vindication  is  inseparable  from  a  knowledge 
of  the  facts.  All  the  world  must  be  sensible,  in- 
deed, that  neither  in  the  general  policy  of^  the 
late  ruler  of  France,  nor  in  his  particular  treat- 
ment of  the  United  States,  could  there  exist  any 
political  or  rational  foundation  for  the  sympathies 
and  associations,  overt  or  clandestine,  which  have 
been  rudely  and  unfairly  suggested.  It  is  equal- 
ly obvious  that  nothing  short  of  the  aggressive 

*  See  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Dtr 
partment,  to  Brigadier  General  Hull,  dated  the  24th 
of  June,  and  the  Ist  of  August,  1812. 

t  See  the  British  Declaration,  of  the  10th  of  Januaiji 
1813. 
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tyranny  exercised  by  Great  Britain  towards  the  | 
United  Siattfs,  could  have  counteracted  and  con- 
trolled those  tendencies  to  peace  and  amity  which 
derived  their  impulse  from  natural  and  social 
caui«es  combining  the  affections  and  interests  of 
the  two  nations.  The  American  Government, 
faithful  to  that  principle  of  public  law  which 
acknowledges  the  authority  or  all  Governments 
established  de  facto,  and  conforming  ics  practice 
in  this*  respect  to  the  example  of  Europe,  has 
never  contested  the  validity  of  the  Governments 
aucce^^ively  established  in  France;  nor  refrained 
from  that  intercourse  with  either  of  them,  which 
the  just  interests  of  the  United  Slates  required. 
But  the  British  Cabinet  is  challeofced  to  produce, 
from  the  recesses  of  its  secret,  or  of  its  public, 
archives^a  single  instance  of  unworthy  concession, 
or  political  alliance  and  combination,  throughout 
the  intercourse  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
revolutionary  rulers  of  France.  Was  it  the  in- 
fluence of  French  councils,  that  induced  the 
American  Government  to  resist  the  nreieosions 
of  France,  in  1793,  and  to  encounter  her  hostili- 
ties in  1798?  that  led  to  the  ratification  of  the 
British  Treaty  in  1795 ;  to  the  British  negotiation 
in  1805,  and  to  the  Convention  with  the  British 
Minister  in  1809?  that  dictated  the  impartial 
overtures,  which  were  made  to  Great  Britain,  as 
well  as  to  France,  during  the  whole  period  of  the 
restrictive  system?  that  produced  the  determina- 
tion to  avoid  making  any  treaty,  even  a  treaty  of 
commerce  with  France,  until  the  outrage  of  the 
Rambouillet  decree  was  repaired?*  that  sanc- 
tioned the  repeated  and  urgent  efforts  of  the 
American  Gk}vernment,to  nut  an  end  to  the  war, 
almost  as  soon  as  it  was  declared  ?  or  that,  finally, 
prompted  the  explicit  communication,  which,  in 
pursuance  of  instructions,  was  made  by  the  Amer- 
ican Minister,  at  Si.  Petefbburgh,  to  the  Court  of 
Russia,  atatini^,  *'  that  the  principal  subjects  of 
discussion,  which  had  long  been  subsisting  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France,  remained 
unsettled;  that  there  was  no  immediate  prospect, 
that  there  would  be  a  satisfactory  settlement  of 
them ;  but  that,  whatever  the  event,  in  that  re- 

Sect,  might  be,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
overoment  of  the  United  States  to  enter  into 
any  more  intimate  connexions  with  France;  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  did  not  an- 
ticipate any  event  whatever,  that  could  produce 
that  effect;  and  that  the  American  Minister  was 
the  more  happy  to  find  himself  authorized  by  his 
Government  to  avow  this  intention,  as  different 
representations  of  their  views  had  been  widely 
circulated,  as  well  in  Europe  as  in  America."! 
But,  while  every  act  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment thus  falsifies  the  charge  of  a  subserviency 
to  the  policy  of  France,  it  may  be  justly  remarked, 
that  of  all  the  Governments  maintaining  a  neces- 
aary  relation  and  intercourse  with  that  nation, 

*  8ae  the  instructions  from  the  Secretaiy  of  State  to 
the  American  Mini«ter  at  Psris,  dated  May  89, 1813. 

fSee  Mn  Monroe's  letter  to  Mr.  Adams*  dated  the 
1st  of  July,  1818,  and  Mr.  Adami'  letter  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, dmiad  the  11th  of  December,  1818. 


from  the  commencemeot  to  ibe  recent  tenniai- 
tion  of  the  revolutionary  estabUabmenis,  h  ka 
happened,  that  the  Government    of  the  Caned 
States  has  least  exhibited  marks  of  coodeKseasa 
and  concession  to  the  successive  rulers  /r  is  for 
Great  Britain,  more  particularly,  as  to  »ecu»eTj 
to  examine  and  explain  the    con^iaaej  of  the 
reproaches,  which  she  has  altered  afvttf  die 
United  States,  with  the  coarse  of  heresy  con- 
duct; with  her  repeated  negotiations,  dsra; die 
republican,  as  well  as  during  tbe  impera^tvif 
of  France;  with  her  solicitude  to  make  tad  to 
propose  treaties;  with  her  iaterchaiige o{ c>2a- 
mercial  benefits,  so  irreconcilable  to  a  stau  4. 
war ;  with  the  almost  triumphan  t  entry  of  a  Freicb 
ambassador  into  her  capital,  amidst  the  acdtat 
tions  of  the  populace ;  and  with  the  prosccniioi, 
instituted,  by  the  orders  of  the  King  of  Gres: 
Britain  himself,  in  the  highest  court  of  cnniul 
jurisdiction  in  his  Kinedom,  to  punish  the  prisar 
of  a  gazette,  for  publishing  a  libel  on  tbe  coedu! 
and  character  of  the  late  BUiler  of  Prance !  Win:* 
ever  may  be  the  source  of  these  symptoms,  how- 
ever they  may  indicate  a  sabservieot  policy,  foe^ 
symptoms  have  never  occurred  io   the  Voitei 
States,  throughout  the  imperial  GoreniaeBr  oi 
France. 

The  conduct  of  the  United  States,  from  tbe 
moment  of  declaring  the  war,  will  serve,  as  well 
as  their  previous  conduct,  to  rescue  them  from. 
the  unjust  reproaches  of  Great  Briuin.  Wbes 
war  was  declared,  the  Orders  in  Council  Mieei 
maintained;  with  inexorable  hostility,  esul  a 
thousand  American  vessels  and  their  cargoes  kid 
been  seized  and  confiscated  under  their  openim ; 
the  British  Minister  at  Washington  had,  a\\k 
peculiar  solemnity,  announced  that  the  orden 
would  not  be  repealed,  but  upon  cooditioos^  whiek 
the  American  Government  had  not  tbe  rights  oot 
the  power  to  fulfil ;  and  the  Buropeaa  wv,  wbiek 
had  raged,  with  little  intermissMW,  for  tweotf 

Sears,  threatened  an  indefinite  coaiinoanee.    Uo- 
er  these  circumstances,  a  repnl  of  the  orders, 
and  a  cessation  of  the  injariei  which  ibey  pio- 
duced,  were  events  beyond  all  rattonal  anticipa- 
tion.   It  appears,  however,  that  the  orders,  nader 
the  influence  of  a  parliamentary  inquiry  iato  their 
efiects  upon  the  trade  and  manafaetures  of  Great 
Britain,  were  provisionally  repealed  on  the  23d 
of  June,  1812^  a  few  days  subsequent  to  the  Amo^ 
iean  declaration  of  war.    If  this  repeal  bad  heei 
made  known  to  the  United  States^  before  their 
resort  to  arms,  the  repeal  would  have  arrested  it; 
and  that  cause  of  war  being  removed,  the  otber 
essential  cause,  the  practice  of  impressment,  wooU 
have  been  the  subject  of  renewed  negotiiuoo^ 
under  the  auspicious  influence  of  a  partial,  yet 
important,  act  of  reconciliation.    But  the  decla- 
ration of  war  having  announced  the  practice  sf 
impressment  as  a  principal  cause,  peace  codi 
only  be  tbe  result  of  an  express  abandonmesii^ 
tbe  practice;  of  a  suspension  of  the  practice,^ 
the  purposes  of  negotiation ;  or  of  a  cessaii.sJt* 
actual  sufferance,  in  consequence  of  a  pacifi9^><'^ 
in  Europe,  which  would  deprive  Great  Brija<>f 
every  motive  for  continuing  the  practice. 
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Heoce,  when  early  intimations  were  gireo  from 
[aiifax  and  from  Canada,  of  a  disposition,  on  the 
irt  of  the  local  authorities,  to  enter  into  an  ar- 
kistice,  the  power  of  those  authorities  was  so 
3ubtful,  the  objects  of  the  armistice  were  so 
mited,  and  the  immediate  advantages  of  the 
easure  were  so  entirely  on  the  side  of  the  ene* 
y,  that  the  American  Government  could  not, 
msisienily  with  its  duty,  embrace  the  proposi- 
3os.*  But  some  hope  of  an  amicible  adjust- 
eot  was  inspired,  when  a  communication  was 
ceived  from  Admiral  Warren,  in  September, 
i  12,  stating  that  he  was  commanded  by  his  Gov- 
'oment  to  propose,  on  the  one  hand,  *'  that  the 
rovernment  of  the  United  States  should  instant- 
'  recall  their  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal 
▼aiost  British  ships,  together  with  all  orders  and 
tstractions  for  any  acts  of  hostility  whatever 
^iost  the  territories  of  His  Majesty,  or  the  per* 
IDS  or  property  of  his  subjects;"  and  to  prom- 
e«  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  American  Govern* 
leot  acquiesced  in  the  preceding  prupusition, 
lat  instructions  shouiti  be  issued  to  the  British 
luadrons,  to  discontinue  hostilities  against  the 
rnited  States  and  their  citizens.  This  overture, 
owever,  was  subject  to  a  further  qualification, 
that,  should  the  American  Government  accede 
»  the  proposal  for  terminating  hostilities,  the 
iritish  Admiral  was  authorized  to  arrange  with 
le  American  Government,  as  to  the  revocation 
t'  the  laws  which  interdict  the  commerce  and 
lips  of  war  of  Great  Britain  from  the  harbors 
Dd  waters  of  the  United  States;  but  that,  in  de- 
Lult  of  such  revocation  within  the  reasonable 
eriod  to  be  agreed  upon,  the  orders  in  Council 
rould  be  revived."*  The  American  Govern- 
lent  at  once  expressed  a  disposition  to  embrace 
le  general  proposition  for  a  cessation  of  hostiU 
ies,  with  a  view  to  negotiation;  declared  that 

0  peace  could  be  durable,  unless  the  essential 
bject  of  impressment  was  adjusted  ;  and  offered, 
s  a  basis  of  the  adjustment,  to  prohibit  the  etn- 
loyment  of  British  subjects  in  the  naval  or  com- 
aercial  service  of  the  united  States;  but  adher- 
ng  to  its  determination  of  obtaining  a  relief  from 
ctual  sufferance,  the  suspension  of  the  practice 
f  impressment  pending  the  proposed  armistice, 
vas  deemed  a  necessary  consequence ;  for  *^  it 
;ould  not  be  presumed,  whiU  the  parties  were 
•Dgaged  in  a  negotiation  to  adjust  amicably  this 
mporiant  difierence,  that  the  United  States 
irould  admit  the  right,  or  acquiesce  in  the  prac- 
ice  of  the  opposite  party ;  or  that  Great  Britain' 
would  be  unwilling  to  restrain  her  cruiser^i  from 

1  practice  which  would  have  the  strongest  effect 

*  Bee  the  letters  from  the  Dopartment  of  State  to 
^fr.  RttsseU,  dated  the  9th  and  10th  of  Augoet,  1813, 
jkd  Mr.  Of  sham's  mamoraadnm  of  a  ooavefsation 
riih  Mr,  Baker,  the  British  secretary  of  legation,  ea- 
(losed  in  the  last  letter. 

8ee,  also,  Mr.  Monroo*s  letter  to  Mr.  Ross^ll,  dated 
he  ftUt,  of  August,  1818. 

See  the  tellers  of  Admiral  Warren  to  the  Secretary 
if  Bute,  dated  al  Halifiuc,  the  SOth  of  September, 
t81d. 


to  defeat  the  negotiation."*  So  just,  so  rea- 
sonable, so  indiitpensable  a  preliminary,  without 
which  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  navigat- 
ing the  high  seas,  would  not  be  pisced.  by  the 
armisiioe,  on  an  equal  footinsr  with  the  subjects 
of  Great  Britain,  Admiral  Warien  was  not  au- 
thorized to  accept;  and  the  effort  at  an  amicable 
adjustment,  through  that  channel,  was  necessa- 
rily abortive. 

But  long  before  the  overture  of  the  British  Ad- 
miral was  made,  (a  few  days,  indeed,  after  th« 
dfcU ration  of  war,)  the  reluctance  with  which 
the  United  States  had  resorted  to  arms  was  man- 
ifested by  the  steps  taken  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  hostilitiei>,and  to  ha»ten  a  restoration  of  peace. 
On  the  26th  day  of  June,  1812,  the  American 
Gharg6  d'Affairs,  at  London,  was  insirueied  to 
mnke  the  proposal  of  an  armistice  to  the  British 
Government  which  might  lead  to  an  adjustment 
of  all  differences,  on  the  single  condition,  in  tho 
event  of  the  Orders  in  Council  being  repealed, 
that  instructions  should  be  issued,  suspending 
the  practice  of  impressment  during  the  armistice. 
This  proposal  was  soon  followed  by  another,  ad- 
mitting, instead  of  positive  instructions,  an  in- 
formal understanding  between  the  two  Gorern- 
ments  on  the  subject.f  But  both  of  these  propo- 
sals were,  unhappily,  rejected.!  And  when  a 
third,  which  seemed  to  leave  no  plea  for  hesita- 
tion, as  it  required  no  other  preliminary,  than 
that  the  American  Minister,  at  London,  should 
find  in  the  British  Government  a  sincere  disposi- 
tion to  accommodate  the  difference  relaiire  to 
impressment,  on  fair  conditions,  was  evaded,  it 
was  obvious,  that  neither  a  desire  of  peace,  oor  a 
spirit  of  conciliation,  influenced  the  councils  of 
Great  Britain. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  American  Gk>t- 
ernment  had  no  choice  but  to  invigorate  the  war; 
and  yet  it  has  never  lost  sight  of  the  object  of  all 
just  wars,  a  just  peace,  l^he  Bmperor  of  Russia 
haying  offered  his  mediation,  to  accomplish  that 
object,  it  was  instantly  and  cordially  accepted  by 
the  American  Government  jl  but  it  was  peremp- 
torily rejected  by  the  British  Government.  The 
Emperor,  in  his  benevolence,  repeated  his  inTita- 
tioo ;  the  British  Government  again  reiected  it. 
At  last,  however.  Great  Britain,  sensible  of  the 
reproach  to  which  such  conduct  would  expose 
her  throughout  Europe,  offered  to  the  Aoaerican 
Government  a  direct  negotiation  for  peace,  and 
the  offer  was  promptly  embraced ;  with  perfect 
confidence  that  the  British  Governinent  would 
be  equally  prompt  in  giving  effect  to  its  own  pro- 


•  See  the  letter  of  Mr.  Monroe  to  Admiral  Warren, 
dated  the  20th  of  October,  1812. 

t  See  the  letters  from  the  SecreUiy  of  SUte  to  Mr. 
RqsssU,  dated  the  26th  of  June  and  S7th  of  July, 

t  See  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Russell  and 
Lord  CasUereagh,  dated  August  and  September,  1812; 
and  Mr.  Rosseirs  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  Stote, 
dated  September,  1812.  .^    «^  . 

I  See  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Monroe  and 
Mr.  Dasehkofl;  in  March,  1818; 
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ponl.  Bat  sQch  was  not  the  design,  or  the  course, 
of  that  GorerDment.  The  American  En  Toys  were 
immediaiely  appointed,  and  arrived  at  Gotten- 
harp,  the  destined  scene  of  negotiation,  on  the 
lltn  of  Apriij  1814,  as  soon  as  the  season  admit- 
ted. Tbe  British  Gbrernment,  though  regularly 
informed  that  no  time  would  be  lost  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  suspended  the  appointment 
of  its  Envoys,  until  tbe  actual  arriTal  of  the 
American  Envoys  should  be  formally  communi- 
cated. This  pretension,  however  novel  and  in- 
auspicious, was  not  permitted  to  obstruct  the  path 
to  peace.  The  British  Government  next  proposed 
to  transfer  tbe  negotiation  from  Gottenburg  to 
Ghent.  This  change,  also,  notwithstanding  the 
necessary  delay,  was  allowed.  The  American 
Envoys,  arriving  at  Ghent  on  the  24th  of  June, 
remained  in  a  mortifying  state  of  suspense  and 
expectation,  for  the  arrival  of  the  British  Envoys, 
until  the  6tn  of  August.  And  from  the  period  of 
opening  the  negotiations,  to  the  date  of  the  last 
despatch  of  the  31st  of  October,  it  has  been  seen, 
that  the  whole  of  the  diplomatic  skill  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  has  consisted  in  consuming  time, 
without  approaching  any  conclusion.  The  pa- 
cification of  Paris  had  suddenly  and  unexpect'^ 
edly  placed  at  the  dispoaal  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, a  great  naval  and  military  force ;  the  pride 
aud  passions  of  the  nation  were  artfully  excited 
against  the  United  States)  and  a  war  of  desperate 
and  barbarous  character  was  planned,  at  the  very 
moment  that  the  American  Government,  finding 
its  maritime  citizens  relieved,  bv  the  course  of 
events,  from  actual  suflerance^  under  the  practice 
of  impressment,  had  authorized  its  Envoys  to 
waive  those  stipulations  upon  the  subject,  which 
might,  otherwise,  have  been  indispensable  pre- 
cautions. 

Hitherto,  the  American  Government  has  shown 
the  justice  of  its  cause,  its  respect  for  the  rights 
of  other  nations,  and  its  inherent  love  of  peace. 
But  the  scenes  of  the  war,  will,  also,  exhibit  a 
striking  contrast,  between  the  conduct  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  conduct  of  Great  Briuin.  Tbe 
same  insidious  policy,  which  taught  the  Prince 
Regent  to  describe  the  American  uovernment  as 
the  aggressor  in  the  war,  has  induced  tbe  British 
Government  (cloudinff  the  daylight  truth  of  the 
transaction)  to  call  the  atrocities  of  the  British 
fleets  and  armies,  a  retaliation  upon  tbe  example 
of  the  American  troops  in  Canada.  The  United 
States  tender  a  solemn  appeal  to  the  civilized 
world,  against  the  fabrication  of  such  a  charge; 
and  they  vouch,  in  support  of  their  appeal,  the 
known  morals,  habits,  and  pursuits  of  their  peo- 
ple ;  the  character  of  their  oivil  and  political  in- 
stitutions $  and  the  whole  career  of  their  navy  and 
their  army,  as  humane,  as  it  is  brave.  Upon  what 
pretext  did  the  British  Admiral,  on  tbe  18th  of 
August,  1814,  announce  his  determination,  ^  to 
destroy  and  lay  waste  sueh  towns  and  districts, 
upon  the  coast,  as  might  be  foand  assailable?^ 

*8ee  Admiral  Cochrane's  letter  to  Mr.  Momroe,  dated 
Hkb  18th  of  August,  1814 ;  tad  Mr.  Menioe*e  asMver 
of  the  6th  September,  1814. 


It  was  the  pretext  of  a  reopest  from  the  Goverssc 
General  of  the  Canadas,  tor  aid  to  eury  iato  ef- 
fect measures  of  retaliation  ;  ^vrhile,  in  fiet  tkt 
barbarous  nature  of  the  war  had  been  ddiberitdj 
settled  and  prescribed  by  the   Briiak  CMbiaeL 
What  could  nave  been  the  fonndatioa  tdaeb  a 
request  7    The  outrages,  and   the   ine{daritfes^ 
which  too  often  occur  dariog^  a  state  o(  aoosal 
hostilities,  in  violation  of  the   laws  of  Qrilixed 
warfare,  are  always  to  be  lamented,  diarend, 
and  repaired,  by  a  just  and   honorable  Ger^a- 
ment ;  but  if  disavowal  be  made;  and  if  reputaa 
be  offered,  there  is  no  foundation   for  rettliatxy 
violence.    "Whatever  unaathorized  irresttbri^ 
may  have  been  committed    by  any  of  the  troops 
of  the  United  States,  the  American  Gkivemmeai 
has  been  readj,  upon  principles  of  sacred  aid 
eternal  obligation,  to  disavow,  and,  as  far  ts  g 
might  be  practicable,  to  repair.***  In  every  knows 
instance  j[and  they  are  few)  the  oflfeaders  bsre 
been  subjected  to  tbe  regular  inrestigation  oft 
military  tribunal;  and  an  officer  coramaodinir & 
party  of  stragglers,  who  were  guiltyfof  aowortif 
excesses,  was  immediately  distnissea  withoct  ik 
form  of  a  trial  for  not  preventing  those  excesses. 
The  destruction  of  the  village  of  Newtrt  «fja- 
cent  to  Fort  George,  on  the  10th  of  Deceaber, 
1813,  was  long  subsequent  to  the  pillage  aod  con- 
flagration committed  on  the  shores  of  theCbei- 
peake,  throughout  the  Summer  of  the  same  fear; 
and  might  fairly  have  been  alleged  as  a  reiaJiiiioa 
for  those  outrages;  but,  in  face,  it  wasjos&ied 
by  the  American  commander  who  ordered  it^  on 
the  ground  that  it  became  necessary  to  the  mili- 
tary operations  at  that  place  ;t  while  the  Ameri- 
can Government,  as  soon  as  it  heard  of  the  ui. 
on  the  6th  of  January,  1814,  instmcied  tbe  Gen- 
eral commanding  the  Northern  army,  ^to  disavow 
the  conduct  of  the  oflScer  who  committed  it;  and 
to  transmit  to  Governor  Prevost  a  et^j  of  the 
order  under  color  of  which  thir  ofScer  had  acr- 
ed."!   I^his  disavowal  was  accordingly  commu- 
nicated;  and  on  the  10th  of  February,  1814,  Gov- 
ernor Prevost  answered,  '*  that  it  had  been  with 
great  satisfaction  he  had  received  the  assuranee, 
that  the  perpetration  of  the  burning  of  the  town 
of  Newark  was  both  unauthorized  by  the  Amer- 
ican Government,  and  abhorrent  to  every  Ameri- 
can feeling ;  that  if  any  outrages  had  ensned  tbe 
wanton  and  unjustifiable  destruction  of  Newark, 
passing  the  bounds  of  just  reUliatioo,  they  weft 
to  be  attributed  to  the  influence  of  irritated  pas- 
sions on  the  part  of  the  unfortunate  sufferers  by 
that  event,  which,  in  a  state  of  active  warfare,  it 
has  not  been  possible  altogether  to  restrain ;  and 
that  it  was  as  little  congenial  to  the  disposiiioD 
of  His  Majesty's  Gtovernment  as  it  was  Co  that  <^ 
the  Geverameat  of  the  Uaiied  States,  dcfibcv- 
ately  to  adopt  any  plaa  of  policy  which  had  Im 


MHtaMlM 


*  See  the  letter  from  the  Seerataiy  at  War  ti 
adier  General  McOlme,  dated  the  4ch  of  Ociahw,^^^ 

t  General  McClnre's  lettws  to  the  Secretary  ^^<r> 
dated  Deeembet  10  and  13,  1813.  « 

};  Sea  the  letter  from  the  Sacvetaiy  at  Wv ,  aii9^ 
General  Wilkin«>n,  dated  the  SGth  of  Januaiy,  liM. 
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But  the  diaavowal  of  the  American  Gfotvrameflit 
was  not  the  only  expiation  of  the  efieoee  com- 
mitted by  iu  officer;  for  the  British  Government 
assumed  the  proTi nee  of  redress  in  the  indalffence 
of  its  own  vengeance.  A  few  days  after  the  nam- 
ing of  Newark,  the  British  And  Indtaa  troops 
crossed  the  Niagara  for  this  purpose ;  they  sur- 
prised and  seized  Fort  Niagara,  and  put  its  gar- 
rison to  the  sword ;  they  hurnt  the  villages  of 
Lewistown,  Manchester,  Tuscarora,  Boffiiio,  and 
Black  Rock ;  slaughtering  and  abusing  the  un- 
armed inhabitants:  until,  in  short,  they  had  laid 
waste  the  whole  of  the  Niagara  frontier,  levelliaff 
every  house  and  every  hut,  and  dispersing  beyond 
the  means  of  shelter,  m  the  extremity  of  the  win- 
ter, the  male  and  the  female,  the  old  and  the 
Joung.    Sir  George  Prevost  himself  ajppears  to 
ave  been  sated  with  the  ruin  aad  the  havoc 
which  had  been  thus  inflicted.    In  his  proetama- 
tion  of  the  12ih  of  January,  1814,  he  emphatically 
declared,  that  for  the  burning  of  Newark,  ^  the 
opportunity  of  punishment  had  occurred,  and  a 
full  measure  of  retaliation  had  taken  place;"  and 
<*  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  pursue  furth^  a 
system  ol  warfare  so  revolting  to  his  own  feelings 
and  %Q  little  congenial  to  the  British  character 
onless  the  future  measnrea  of  the  enemy  should 
compel  him  again  to  resort  to  it."t    Nay.  with 
his  answer  to  the  American  General,  already 
mentioned,  he  transmitted  ^  a  copy  of  that  proc- 
lamation as  expressive  of  the  determinalitm  as  to 
his  future  line  of  conduct;"  and  added,  *^  that  he 
was  happy  to  learn  that  there  was  no  probability 
that  any  measures  on  the  part  of  the  American 
Government  would  oblige  him  to  depart  from  it."t 
Where,  then,  shall  we  search  for  the  foundation 
of  the  call  upon  the  British  Admnral,  to  aid  the 
Governor  of  Canada  in  measures  of  retaliation  ? 
Great  Britain  for^  the  principle  of  retaliation 
when  her  Orders  ra  Council  vrere  issued  against 
the  uoofifonding  neutral,  in  resentment  of  outrages 
committed  by  her  enemy;  and  surely  she  had 
again  forgotten  the  same  nrinciple  when  she 
threatened  an  unceasing  violation  of  the  laws  of 
civilized  warfare  in  retaliation  for  injuries  whicb 
never  existed,  or  which  the  American  Govern- 
ment had  explicitly  disavowed,  or  which  had 
been  already  avenged  by  her  own  arms,  in  a 
manner  and  a  degree  cruel  and  unparalleled. 
The  American  Gtoremment,  after  all,  has  not 
hesitated  to  deelarci  that  ^  for  the  reparation  of 
injuries,  of  whaterer  nature  they  may  be,  not 
sanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations,  which  the 
military  or  naval  force  of  either  Power  might 
have  committed  against  the  other,  it  would  al- 


*  See  the  letter  of  Major  General  Wilkinson,  to  Sir 
George  Prevost,  dated  the  38th  of  January,  1814,  and 
the  answer  of  Sir  George  Prevost,  dated  the  10th  iA 
Febmary,  1814. 

t  See  tiur  Geeige  Provost's  praelsmalioa,  dated  at 
Quebec,  the  ISth  of  Jaauaiy,  1814. 

I  See  thi)  letter  of  Sir  Geoigs  PievosC  to  General 
WtlfciBson,  dated  the  lOthof  Pebmaiy,  1814;  and  the 
British  Oenesal  Oftdtts  of  the  »M  of  Febnaiy,  VMt. 


ways  be  ready  to  enter  into  reciprocal  arrang*- 
menu ;  presuming  that  the  British  Government 
would  neither  expect  nor  propose  any  which  were 
not  reciprocal.* 

It  is  now,  however,  proper  to  examine  the  char- 
acter of  the  warfare  which  Great  Britain  haa 
waged  against  the  Umted  States.  In  Europe,  it 
has  already  been  marled  with  astonishment  and 
indignation,  as  a  warfare  of  the  tomahawk,  the 
scalping  knife,  and  the  torch ;  as  a  warfare  in- 
compatible with  the  usages  of  eivized  nations; 
as  a  warfare,  that,  disclaiming  all  moral  influence, 
inflicts  an  outrage  upon  social  order,  and  gives  a 
shock  to  the  very  elements  of  humanity.  AH  bel« 
ligerent  nations  can  form  alliances  with  the  sav- 
a^,  the  African,  and  the  bloodhound  ^  but  what 
civUized  nation  has  selected  these  auxiliaries,  in  its 
hostilities?  It  does  not  require  the  fleets  and  ar- 
mies of  Great  Britain  to  lay  waste  an  open  conn* 
try;  to  burn  unfortified  towns,  or  unprotected 
villages ;  nor  to  plunder  the  merchant,  the  far« 
mer,  and  the  planter,  of  his  stores:  these  exploits 
may  easily  be  achieved  by  a  single  cruiser,  or  a 
petty  privateer;  but  when  have  such  exploits 
been  performed  on  the  coasts  of  the  continent  of 
Europe,  or  of  the  British  islands,  by  the  naval 
and  military  force  of  any  belligerent  Power ;  or 
when  have  they  been  tolerated  by  any  honorabla 
Government,  as  the  predatory  enterprise  of  armed 
individuals  ?  Nor  is  the  destruction  of  the  public 
edifices,  which  adorn  the  metropolis  of  a  country, 
and  serve  to  commemorate  the  taste  and  science 
of  the  age,  beyond  the  sphere  of  action  of  the 
vilest  incendiary,  as  well  as  of  the  most  trium- 
phant conqueror.  It  cannot  be  forgotten,  indeed, 
that  in  the  course  of  ten  years  past,  the  capitals 
of  the  principal  Powers  of  Europe  have  been  con«' 
quered,  and  occupied  alternately,  bv  the  victori- 
ous armies  of  each  other ;  t  itnd  yet  there  has  been 
no  instance  of  a  conflagration  of  the  palaces,  tha 
temples,  or  the  halls  of  justice.  No ;  such  exam- 
ples have  proceeded  from  Great  Britain  alone ; 
a  nation  so  elevated  in  its  pride,  so  awful  in  its 
power,  and  so  affected  in  its  tenderness  for  the 
Uberties  of  mankind  I  The  charge  is  severe,  but 
let  the  facts  be  adduced. 

1.  Great  Britain  has  violated  the  principles  of 
social  law,  by  insidious  attempts  to  excite  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  into  acts  of  contumacy, 
treason,  and  revolt,  against  their  Government. 
For  instance: 

Ko  sooner  had  the  American  Governinent  im* 
posed  the  restrictive  system  upon  its  citizens,  to 
escape  from  the  rage  and  depredation  of  the  bellig- 
erent Powers,  than  the  British  Government^  then 
professing  amity  towards  the  United  States,  issued 
an  Older,  which  was,  in  effect,  an  invitation  to  the 
American  citizens  to  break  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try, under  a  public  promise  of  the  British  protec- 
tion and  patronage,  *^io  all  vessels  which  should 


^am 


*  See  Mr.  Monioe's  letter  to  Admiral  Gochrane^  dsM. 
the  6th  of  September*  1814. 

j-  See  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  Admiral  Cechraae* 
dated  the  6th  of  September  1814. 
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engage  in  an  illicit  trade,  without  beariag  the  cue- 
tomary  ship^a  docnmeiit  and  papers.*'* 

Again :  During  a  period  of  peace  between  the 
United  Slates  and  Great  Britain,  in  the  year 
1809,  the  Gk>Temor  Oeneral  of  the  Canada*  em- 
ployed an  agent  (who  had  previooaly  been  eoga* 
ged,  in  a  airoilar  servicef  wuh  the  knowledge  and 
approbation  of  the  British  Cabinet)  ''on  a  secret 
and  confidential  mission,"  into  the  United  Slates, 
declaring, "  that  there  was  no  doubt  that  his  able 
execution  of  such  a  mission,  would  give  him  a 
claim,  not  only  on  the  Qovernor  Oeneral,  but  on 
His  Majesty's  Ministers."  The  object  of  the  mis- 
sion was,  to  ascertain  whether  there  existed  a  dis- 
position in  any  portion  of  the  citizens,  ^  to  bring 
about  a  separation  of  the  Eastern  States  from  the 
general  Union ;  and  how  far,  in  such  an  event, 
they  would  look  up  to  England  for  assistance,  or 
be  disposed  to  enter  into  a  connexion  with  her." 
The  agent  was  instructed  "  to  insinuate,  that  if  any 
of  the  citizens  should  wish  to  enter  into  a  commu- 
nication with  the  British  Government,  through  the 
Governor  General,  he  was  authoriz«i  to  receive 
such  communication  ;  and  that  be  would  safely 
transmit  it  to  the  Governor  General."t  He  was 
accredited  by  a  formal  instrument,  under  the  seal 
and  signature  of  the  Governor  General,  to  be  pro- 
duced. ^  if  he  saw  good  ground  for  expecting  that 
the  doin^  so  might  lead  to  a  more  confidential 
communicatioo  than  he  could  otherwise  look 
for;"  and  he  was  furnished  with  a  cipher,  ^ for 
carrying  on  the  secret  correspondence. }  The 
virtue  and  patriotism  of  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  were  superior  to  the  arts  and  corrup- 
tion, employed  in  this  secret  and  confidential  mis- 
sion, if  it  ever  was  disclosed  to  any  of  them ;  and 
the  mission  itself  terminated  as  soon  as  the  ar- 
rangement with  Mr.  Brskine  was  announced.1 
But,  in  the  act  of  recalling  the  secret  emissary, 
he  was  informed,  *^  that  the  whole  of  his  letters 
were  transcribing  to  be  sent  home,  where  they 
could  not  fail  of  doing  him  sreat  credit,  and  it 
was  hoped  they  might  evenioally  contribute  to  his 
permanent  advantage."§  To  endeavor  to  realize 
that  hope,  the  emissarjr  proceeded  to  London ;  all 
the  circumstances  of  his  mission  were  made  known 
to  the  British  Minister ;  his  services  were  appro- 
ved and  acknowled^^ed ;  and  he  was  sent  to  Cana- 
da for  a  reward,  with  a  recommendatory  letter 
from  Lord  Liverpool  to  Sir  George  Prevost,  **  sta- 
ting bis  Lordship's  opinion  of  the  ability  and 
judgment  which  Mr.  Henry  had  manifested  on 
the  occasions  mentioned  in  his  memorial,  (his  se- 
cret and  confidential  missions,)  and  of  the  benefit 


*  See  the  inaCnietions  to  the  commanders  ^  Brit- 
ish ships  of  war  snd  privateers,  dated  the  11th  of 
April,  1808. 

t  See  the  letter  firom  Mr.  Rylsnd,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Oovemor  General,  to  Mr.  Henry,  dated  the  S6th  of 
Jan  nary,  1809. 

X  See  the  letter  of  Sir  James  Craig,  to  Mr.  Heniy, 
dated  February  6,  1809. 

I  See  the  same  letter,  and  Mr.  Rylaad's  latter  of  the 
Mlh  of  Jaooary,  1809. 
S  i5—  Mr.Rylmnd*sletter,datedthe26thof  Jniie»  1809. 


the  public  aervice  might  derive  from  his  seiirc 
employment  in  any  public  sitaatHm.  ta  wbvl 
Sir  George  Prevost  might  thiok  proper  to  jhtt 
him."*    The  world  will  judge  opoo  ihenp  faeis, 
and  the  rejection  of  a  ParJiatneotary  csii,  forf^ 
production  of  the  papers  relating   totka^riar 
credit  is  due  to  the  Prince  Regent's  wcnioa, 
^*that  Mr.  Henry's  mission  w^as  oodertsbtvitJi- 
out  the  authority  or  even  kDovrlcfd^e  of  HsHt- 
jestv's  Government."    The  fir^t  missioo  vk  cer- 
tainly known  to  the  Briiiah  Oo  vera  meat  «iik 
time  it  occurred;  for  the  Seereiary  of  theOar- 
ernor  General  expressly  states, "  that  the  inforaa- 
tion  and  political  obaervatioas,  beretoforce  r- 
ceived  from  Mr.  Henry,  were  traosmif  ted  by  ha 
Excellencjr  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  ha4  ei- 
pressed   his  particular  approbation   of  theD.*1 
The  second  mission  was  af>|}roTed  when  it  vu 
known ;  and  it  remains  for  the  British  Govcrs- 
ment  to  explain,  upon  any  established  prioeipki 
of  morality  and  justice,  the  esaential  diffemce 
between  ordering  the  offenaive  acta  to  be  doofc 
and  reaping  the  fruit  of  those  acta,  without  eithe 
expressly  or  tacitly  eoodemning  tbem. 

Again :  Theae  hostile  attempts  apoa  the  fMce 
and  union  of  the  United  Statesiy  prccedi^  cte 
declaration  of  war,  have  been  followed  by  >iail« 
machinations,  subsequent  to  that   event.  Tke 
Governor  General  of  the  Caaadaa  has  eadesf  orei 
occasionally,  in  his  prodaroationa  aad  jseaeral 
orders,  to  dissuade  the  militia  of   the  VbM 
Stales  from  the  performance  of  the  duty  wkiek 
they  owed  to  tlieir  injured  cooatrf ;  and  the  tf" 
fortr  at  Quebec  and  Halifax,  to  kiodle  tke  Irne 
of  civil  war,  have  been  as  inecsaaot  as  ihry  Ian 
been  insidious  and  abortive.     Nay,  ibe  Govcraor 
of  the  island  of  Barbadoes,  totally  forfecfnl  i^ 
the  boasted  article  of  the  British  nwgaa  chana, 
in  favor  of  foreign  merehants,  found  wiikia  the 
British  dominions  upon  the  hnmkinf  oat  of  hot' 
tiiities,  resolved  that  every  Amerieta  mercbaat, 
within  his  jurisdiction  at  the  dedkiattoa  of  war, 
should  at  once  be  treated  as  a  pruoa^r  of  war; 
because  every  citisen  of  the  United  Stales  was 
enrolled  in  the  militia ;  becaoae  the  militia  of  the 
United  States  were  required  to  serve  their  cooa- 
try,  beyond  the  limiu  of  the  State  to  which  they 
particularly  belonged ;  and  because  the  miliua  of 
'^all  the  Sutes,  which  had  acceded  to  thn  mea- 
sure, were,  in  the  view  of  Sir  George  Beckwiih, 
acting  as  a  French  conscription.'^ 

Again :  Nor  was  this  course  of  coodoct  eoa- 
fined  to  the  colonial  authorities.  On  the  26(h  nf 
October,  1812,  the  British  Government  iaeoed  sa 
Order  in  Council,  authorizing  the  Govemonctf' 
the  British  West  India  islands  to  great  liceejcs 
to  American  vessels,  for  the  importation  aad  ex- 
portation of  certain  articles,  enumerated  in  the 
order ;  but,  in  the  instructions,  which  accompaaied 
the  order,  it  was  expressly  provided,  that  *^  what- 

*  See  the  letter  fiom  Lmd  Liverpool  to  Sir  Omifi 
Prevost,  dated  the  16th  of  September,  laiU 

t  See  Mr.  Bylands  letter  of  the  86thof  Jsaosrf.iai. 

I  See  the  remarkable  State  paper,  leaned  bv  Oe«>« 
Backwith,  at  Barbadee^  en  the  Idtb  nf  WniaiabalWt 
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(▼er  importations  were  proposed  to  be  made,  from 
he  Uoited  States  of  America,  should,  be  by 
icpDses,  eoofioed  to  the  ports  id  the  etstero  States 
*sclusirely,  unless  there  was  reason  to  sup- 
)oiee,  that  the  object  of  the  order  would  not  be 
ulfilled,  if  Iicen>e8  were  not  granted,  for  im- 
lortations  from  the  other  ports  in  the  United 
J  tales."* 

The  President  of  the  United  States  has  not 
lesitated  to  place  before  the  nation,  with  expres- 
tons  of  a  just  indignation,  'Mhe  policy  of  Great 
§ritrin  thus  proclaimed  to  the  world ;  introducing 
Dto  her  modes  of  warfare,  a  system  equally  dis- 
ioguished  by  the  deformity  of  its  features,  and 
.'he  depravity  of  its  character ;  and  having  for  its 
>bjeci  to  dissolve  the  ties  of  allegiance  and  the 
lentimenta  of  luyalty  in  the  adversary  nation; 
ind  to  seduce  and  separate  its  component  parts, 
he  one  from  the  other.^f 

2.  Great  Britain  has  violated  the  laws  of  bu- 
na niiy  and  honor,  by  seeking  alliances,  in  the 
irosecution  of  the  war,  with  sarages,  pirates,  and 
tlaves. 

The  British  agency,  in  exciting  the  Indians  at 
ill  times  to  commit  hostilities  upon  the  frontier 
if  the  United  States,  is  too  notorious  to  admit  of 
I  direct  and  general  denial.  It  has  sometimes, 
lowever,  been  said,  that  such  conduct  was  un- 
luthorized  by  the  British  Government;  and  the 
Prince  Regent,  seizing  the  single  instance  of  an 
Diimation,  alleged  to  oe  given  on  the  part  of  Sir 
fiimfs  Craig,  the  Governor  of  the  Canadas,  that 
in  attack  was  meditated  by  the  Indians,  has  af- 
irroed,  that  'Mhe  charge  of  exciting  the  Indians 
o  offensive  mea>ures  against  the  United  States, 
ivas  void  of  foundation ;  that,  before  the  war  be- 
;an.a  policy  the  most  opposite  had  been  uniformly 
>ursued ;  and  that  proof  of  this  was  tendered  by 
Ar,  Foster  to  the  American  Government.'*}  But 
s  it  not  known  in  Europe,  as  well  as  in  America, 
hat  the  British  Northwest  Company  maintain  a 
constant  intercourse  of  trade  and  council  with  the 
Indians;  that  their  interests  are  often  in  direct  col- 
lision with  the  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  by  means  of  the  inimical 
iispositions,  and  the  active  agencies  of  the  com* 
Tany  (seen,  understood,  and  tacitly  sanctioned  by 
he  local  authorities  oi^  Canada)  all  the  evils  of 
in  Indian  war  may  be  shed  upon  the  United 
States,  without  the  authority  oi  a  formal  order 
■manating  immediately  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment?   Heuce,  the  American  Government, 


*  8ee  ths  proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  Bermodai 
lated  the  iith  of  January,  1814;  and  the  instructions 
rom  the  British  Secretary  for  Foreign  Ai&irs,  dated 
November  9,  181S. 

fSce  tha  Message  ftom  the  President  to  Congress, 
lated  the  S4th  of  February,  1813. 

I  See  the  Prince  Regent's  declaration  of  the  10th  of 
Uoaary,  1813. 

See,  also,  Mr.  Foster's  letters  to  Mr.  Monroe,  dated 
he  28(h  of  December,  1811,  and  the  7th  and  8th  of 
lune,  1812;  and  Mr.  Monroe's  answer,  dated  the  9th 
>f  Janosry,  1812,  snd  the  10th  of  June,  1812;  snd 
he  documents,  which  aooompanied  the  correspondence. 


in  answer  to  the  evasive  protesuiions  of  the  Brit- 
ish Minister,  residing  at  Washington,  frankljr 
communicated  the  evidence  of  British  agency, 
which  had  been  received  at  different  periods, 
since  the  year  1807;  and  observed,  "that  what* 
ever  mar  have  been  the  disposition  of  the  British 
Government,  the  conduct  of  its  subordinate  agents 
had  tended  to  excite  the  hostility  of  the  Indian 
tribes  towards  the  United  States;  and  that  in 
estimating  the  comparative  evidence  on  the  sub- 
ject, it  was  impossible  not  to  recollect  the  com- 
munication Uitlj  made,  respecting  the  conduct 
of  Sir  James  Craig,  in  another  important  trans- 
action f  the  employment  of  Mr.  Henry,  as  an  ac- 
credited agent,  to  alienate  and  detach  the  citizens 
of  a  particular  section  of  the  Union,  from  their 
Government)  which,  it  appeared,  was  approved 
by  Lord  Liverpool."* 

The  proof,  however,  that  the  British  agents  and 
military  officers  were' guilty  of  the  charge  thus 
exhibited,  beconqte  conclusive  when,  subsequent 
to  the  communication  which  was  made  to  the 
British  Minister,  the  defeat  and  flight  of  General 

Proctor's  army,  on  the of—,  placed  in  the 

possession  of  the  American  commander  the  cor- 
resnottdenee  and  pa  pen  of  the  British  officers. 
Selected  from  the  documents  which  were  ob- 
tained upon  that  occasion,  the  contents  of  a  few 
letters  will  serve  to  characterize  the  whole  of  the 
mass.  In  these  letters,  written  by  Mr.  McKee, 
the  British  agent,  to  Colonel  England,  the  com- 
mander of  the  British  troops,  superscribed,  "on 
His  Majesty's  service,"  and  dated  during  the 
months  of  July  and  August.  1794,  the  period  of 
General  Wayne's  successful  expedition  against 
the  Indians,  it  appears  that  the  scalps  taken  by 
the  Indians  were  sent  to  the  British  establishment 
at  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  ^  that  the  hostile  op- 
erations of  the  Indians  were  concerted  with  the 
British  agents  and  officen  ;t  that  when  certain 
tribes  of  Indians,  ^  having  completed  the  belts 
they  carried  with  scalps  and  prisoners,  and  beinj^ 
without  provisions,  resolved  on  going  home,  it 
was  lamented  that  His  Majesty's  posts  would  de- 
rive no  security  from  the  late  great  influx  of  In- 
dians into  that  part  of  the  cpuntry  should  ther 
persist  in  their  resolution  of  returning  so  soon;'! 
that  '^the  British  agents  were  immediately  to  hold 
a  council  at  the  Glaze,  in  order  to  try  if  they  could 
prevail  on  the  Lake  Indians  to  remain ;  but  that, 
without  provisions  and  ammunition  being  sent  to 
that  place,  it  was  conceived  to  be  extremely  dif- 
ficult to  keep  them  together  ;"§  and  that  ^  Colooel 
England  was  making  preal  exertions  to  supply 
the  Indians  with  provistomu'lf  But  the  langnay a 
of  the  correspondence  beeomes,  at  length,  so  plain 


*  See  Mr.  Monroe's  letter  to  Mr.  Fofter,  dated  tha 
10th  of  June»  1812. 

t  See  the  letter  from  Mr.  McKee  to  Colonel  England, 
dated  the  2d  of  July,  1794. 

1  See  the  letter  from  the  same  to  the  same,  dated 
the  6th  of  July,  1794. 

I  See  the  same  letter,    . 

S  See  the  same  letter. 

T  See  the  same  letter* 
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and  diieet,  that  it  seems  impossible  to  avoid  the 
eonciuaioD  of  a  GoveromeDtal  agency  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,  in  advising,  aidini;  and  eondnet- 
ing  the  Indian  war,  while  she  professed  friendship 
and  peace  towards  the  Uoited  States.  **  Scouts 
are  sent  (says  Mr.  McKee  to  Colonel  England)  to 
view  the  situation  of  the  American  armr ;  and  we 
now  muster  one  thousand  Indians.  All  the  Lake 
Indians,  from  Sugana  down  wards,  should  not  lose 
one  moment  in  joining  their  brethren,  as  every  ac- 
cession of  strength  is  an  addition  to  their  spirits."* 
And  tgain :  "  I  have  been  employed  several  days 
in  endeavoriug  to  fix  the  Indians,  who  ha? e  been 
driven  from  their  villages  and  corn-fields,  between 
the  fort  and  the  bay.  S  wan  creek  is  generally  agreed 
upon,  and  will  be  a  very  convenient  place  for  the 
delivery  of  provisions,"  dbc.f  Whether,  under  the 
various  proofs  of  the  British  agency,  in  exciting 
Indian  hostilities  against  the  United  States  in  a 
time  of  peace,  presented  in  the  course  of  the  pres- 
ent narrative,  the  Prince  Regent's  declaiBtion, 
that,  '^  before  the  war  began,  a  policy  the  most 
opposite  had  been  uniformly  pursued  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government^  is  to  be  ascribed  to  a  want  of 
information  or  a  want  of  candor,  the  American 
Government  is  not  disposed  more  particularly  to 
investigate. 

But,  independent  of  these  causes  of  just  com- 
plaint, arising  in  a  time  of  peace,  at  will  be  found 
that  when  the  war  was  declared,  the  alliance  of 
the  British  Government  with  the  Indians  was 
avowed  upon  priociples  the  most  novel,  produ- 
cing consequences  tne  most  dreadful.  The  sav- 
ages were  brought  into  the  war  upon  the  ordinary 
footing  of  allies,  without  regard  to  the  inhuman 
character  of  their  warfare,  which  neither  spares 
age  nor  sex,  and  which  is  more  desperate  towards 
the  captive  at  the  stake,  than  even  towards  the 
combatant  in  the  field.  It  seemed  to  be  a  stipu- 
lation of  the  compact  between  the  allies  that  the 
British  mij^ht  imitate,  but  should  not  control  the 
ferocity  of  the  savagesL  While  the  British  troops 
behold  without  compunction,  the  tomahawk  and 
the  scalping  knife  brandished  against  prisoners, 
old  men  and  children,  and  even  against  pregnant 
women,  and  while  they  exultingly  accept  the 
bloody  scalps  of  the  slaughtered  Americans;!  the 
Indian  exploits  in  battle  are  reeouatad  and  ap- 
plaiided  by  the  British  general  orders.  Rank  and 
station  are  assiffned  to  them  in  the  military  move- 
menu  of  the  British  army;  and  the  unhallowed 
league  was  ratified  with  appropriate  emblems,  by 

*  See  the  letter  from  Mr.  McKee  to  Colonel  Engw 
Jand,  dated  the  13th  of  August,  1794. 

t  See  the  letter  from  tbe  same  to  the  same,  dated 
the  30th  of  August,  1794. 

X&ee  the  Prince  Regent's  declarationrof  the  10th  of 
January,  1813. 

I  See  the  letter  from  the  American  General  Harri- 
son, to  the  British  General  Proctor. 

See  a  letter  from  the  British  M%]or  Muir,  Indian 
agent,  to  Colonel  Proctor,  dated  the  26di  September, 
181S,  and  a  letter  from  Colonel  St.  George  to  Colonel 
Proctor,  dated  the  S8th  of  October,  1818,  ibond  among 
Colonel  Proctor's  pepen. 


inttrtwiniog  an  American  scalp  with  the  deco- 
rations of  the  mace,  which  theconunanderoftk 
Northern  army  of  the  United  Stntcs  foaadia  lae 
Legislative  chamber  of  York,  the  capital  of  Up- 
per Canada. 

In  the  single  scene  that  sacceeded  At  hukof 
Frenehtown,  near  the  river  Raisin,  afere  tkt 
American  troops  were  defeated  by  t^cibaa- 
der  the  comownd  of  Qeneral  Proctor,  ifcoi  will 
be  found,  concentrated  upon  iodispataUe|NQC 
an  illustration  of  the  horrors  of  the  war&reviick 
Qreat  Britain  has  pnrsued,  and  still  panoaia 
co-operaiion  with  the  savages  of  the  8oadL,« 
well  as  with  the  savages  of  the  North.  T^ 
American  army  capitulated  on   thA  23d  of  Jua- 
ary.  1813  j  vet,  after  the  laith  of  the  British  con- 
mander  had  been  pledged  in  the  tenns  of  the  ca- 
pitulation.  and  while  the  British  olBeen  vd 
soldiers  silentlv  and  exultingly  contemplated  (be 
scene,  some  at  the  American  priaooecs  of  vir 
were  tomahawked,  some  were  shot,  and  sone 
were  burnt.    Many  of  the  nnnrmed  inhahitaaa 
of  the  Michigan  Territory  were  massaered;  t^ 
property  was  plundered,  and   their  booses  were 
destroyed.*    The  dead  bodies  of  the  mugki 
Americans  were  exposed,  unburied,  to  heirnmr- 
ed  by  dogs  and  swine ;  *^  because,  as  the  Biiiiih 
officers  declared,  the  Indians  woald  not  peniiithe 
interment;'*!  and  some  of  the  Americaas  vto 
survived  the  carnage  had  been  extricated  iron 
danger,  onlv  by  being  purchased  at  a  pricey  ut 
part  of  the  booty  belonging  to  the  lodiaas   Bo^ 
to  complete  this  dreadlul  view  cf  bnmaadeprar- 
ity  and  human  wretchedness,  it  is  only  aecesnry 
to  add,  that  an  American  physician  who  ms^ 
spatched  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  ascertaia  the  ai- 
uation  of  his  wounded  brethren,  and  tWDpersoB&. 
his  companions,  were  intercepted  by  the  Indians, 
in  their  humane  mission ;  the  privihge  of  Che  fag 
was  disregarded  by  the  British  offccn;  ike  |»h/st- 
cian,  after  being  wounded,  and  one  of  his  com* 
pan  ions  were  made  prisoner^  and  the  third  person 
of  the  party  was  killed4 

But  the  savage  who  had  ncrer  known  the  re* 
straints  of  civilaed  life|  and  the  ^u%te  who  had 
broken  the  bonds  of  society,  were  alike  the  objects 
of  British  conciliation  and  alliaace  for  the  pur- 
poses of  an  unoaralleled  warfare.  A  horde  q{ 
pirates  and  outlaws  had  formed  a  confederacy 
and  establishment  on  the  island  of  Barrataria, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mississipitt.  Will 
Europe  believe  that  the  commander  of  the  Brit- 
ish forces  addressed  the  leader  of  the  confederacy, 
from  the  neutral  territory  of  Penaaeola,  "•  calli^ 
npon  him,  with  his  brave  foUowers,  to  enter  uio 


*See  the  report  of  the  oommitteo  of  ths  Hsesi  d 
Representatives,  on  the  31st  of  Jnly»  181%,  and  ^ 
depositions  and  documents  aooompai^iiag  it. 

tSee  the  official  report  of  MrTBakar^  ths  ageatvr 
the  prisoners,  to  Brigmdisr  General  Winchester,  das' 
the  S6th  of  Febmaiy,  1813. 

X  In  addition  to  this  description  of  aoT^re  virio 
nader  British  auspices,  see  the  frels  oootaiaed  ie^ 
oorrespondenoe  between  Gemnl  Haroaon  mtd  ^ 
eralPrammond. 
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e  service  of  Qreat  Brimin,  in  which  he  should 
Te  the  rank  of  eeptaiQ ;  promisiog  thai  lands 
ould  be  given  to  them  all,  in  proportion  to  their 
ipective  ranks,  on  a  peace  tacing  place  ;  assor- 
l  them  that  their  property  should  be  goaraii- 
d|  and  their  persons  protected ;  and  asking,  in 
uro,  that  they  would  cease  all  hostilities  against 
aio,  or  the  allies  of  Qreat  Britain,  and  place 
lir  ships  and  vesseb  under  the  British  eoB»- 
indin^  officer  on  the  station,  until  the  com- 
nder-in-ebiers  pleasure  should  be  known,  with 
uarantee  of  their  fair  value  at  all  events  ?"* 
ere  wanted  only  to  exemplify  the  debasement  of 
b  an  act,  the  occurrence,  that  the  pirateshould 
irn  the  proffered  alliaoce;  and,  accordingly, 
fine's  answer  was  indignantly  given,  by  a  de- 
ery  of  the  letter  containing  the  British  propo- 
ion,  to  the  American  Governor  of  Louisiana, 
rhere  were  other  sources,  however,  of  support, 
ich  Great  Britain  was  prompted  by  her  ven- 
ince  to  employ,  in  opposition  to  the  plainest 
tales  of  her  own  colonial  policy.  The  events 
lich  have  extirpated  or  dispersed  the  white 
pulation  of  St.  Domingo,  are  m  the  recollection 

all  men.  Although  British  humanity  might 
t  shrink  from  the  infliction  of  similar  calami- 
s  upon  the  Southern  States  of  America,  the 
oger  of  that  course^  either  as  an  incitement  to 
evolt  of  the  slaves  in  the  Briti:ih  islands,  or  as 
:ause  for  retaliation  on  the  part  of  the  united 
Bites,  ought  to  have  admonished  her  against  its 
option.    Yet,  in  a  formal  proclamation,  issued 

the  Commander-in-Chief  of  His  Britannic 
ijesty's  squadrons  upon  the  American  station, 
!  slaves  of  the  American  planters  were  invited 
join  the  British  standard^  in  a  covert  phrase- 
)^y,  that  afforded  but  a  shsht  veil  for  the  real 
sign.  Thus,  Admiral  Cochrane,  reciting  ^'  that 
bad  been  represented  to  him  that  many  persons 
w  resident  in  the  United  States  had  eipressed 
lesire  to  withdraw  therefrom,  with  a  view  of 
tering  into  His  Majesty's  service,  or  of  being 
:eived  as  free  settlers  into  some  of  His  Majes- 
ity's  colonies,'*  proclaimed  that  "all  those  who 
ight  be  disposed  to  emigrate  from  the  United 
ates  would,  with  their  families,  be  received  on 
ard  of  His  Majesty's  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  or 
the  militarv  posts  that,  miffht  be  established 
•00  or  near  tne  coast  of  the  United  States,  when 
ey  would  have  their  choice  of  either  entering 
(0  His  Majesty's  sea  or  land  forces,  or  of  being 
Qt  as  free  settlers  to  the  British  possessions  in 
>rth  America,  or  the  West  Indies,  where  they 
3uld  meet  with  all  due  encouragement."!  But 
en  the  negroes  seem,  in  contempt  or  disgust,  to 
.ve  resisted  the  solicitation;  no  rebellion  or 
Bssacre  eosued;  and  the  allegation,  often  re- 
sted, that,  in  relation  to  those  who  were  seduced 
forced  from  the  service  of  their  masters,  in- 

*  See  the  letter  addressed  bvEdwiid  Nichols, Lieu- 
isnt  Colonel,  commanding  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
-ces  in  the  Floridss,  to  Moniienr  Lsfitto,  or  the  com- 
indant  at  Barrataria,  dated  the  81st  of  August,  1814. 
tSee  Adaural  Gochiane'a  prcNdaiBatioii,  dalsd  at 
irmuda,  the  8d  of  April,  1814. 


atancea  have  occurred  of  some  btisg  aAetwards 
transported  to  the  British  West  India  island^  and 
there  sold  into  slavery  for  the  benefit  of  the  emp- 
tors, remains  without  contradiction.  So  compli- 
cated aa  act  of  iniustice  would  demand  the 
reprobation  of  mankind.  And  let  the  British 
Government,  which  professes  a  just  abhorrence 
of  the  African  slave  trade,  which  endeavon  to 
impose,  in  that  respect,  restraints  upon  the  do- 
mestic policy  of  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal, 
answer,  if  it  can,  the  solemn  charge  against  their 
faith  and  their  humanity. 

3.  Great  Britain  has  violated  the  laws  of  civil- 
ized warfare,  bv  plundering  private  property ;  by 
outraging  female  honor;  bv  burning  unprotected 
cities,  towns,  villages,  and  houses;  and  by  laying 
waste  whole  districts  of  an  unresisting  country. 

The  menace  and  the  practiee  of  the  British 
naval  and  military  force  '*  to  destroy  and  lay  vaaie 
such  towns  and  disuicts  upon  the  American  coast 
as  might  be  found  assailable,"  have  been  ezcosed 
upon  the  pretext  of  retaliation,  for  the  wanton 
destruction  committed  by  the  American  army  in 
Upper  Canada;"*  but  the  fallacy  of  the  pretext 
hu  already  been  exposed  It  will  be  recollected, 
however,  that  the  act  of  boinins  Newark  was 
instantaneously  disavowed  by  the  American  Qot- 
ernment;  that  it  occurred  m  December.  1813; 
and  that  Sir  Gkorge  Prevost  himself  acknowl- 
edged, on  the  10th  of  February,  1814.  that  the 
measure  of  retaliation,  for  all  the  previoudy  im- 
puted misconduct  of  the  American  troops,  was 
then  full  and  oomplete.f  Between  the  month  of 
February,  18149  when  that  acknowledgment  was 
made,  and  the  month  of  August,  1814,  wh6n  the 
British  Admiral's  denunciation  was  issued,  what 
are  the  outrages  upon  the  part  of  the  Amecican 
troops  in  Canada  to  justify  a  call  for  retaliation? 
No ;  it  was  the  system  not  the  incident  of  the 
war.  And  intelligence  of  the  system  had  lieeii 
received  at  Washington,  from  the  AnericMi 
ajsents  in  Europe,  with  reference  to  the  open- 
tions  of  Admiral  Warren  upon  the  shores  of  the 
Chesapeake,  long  before  Admiral  Cochrane  had 
succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  British  fleet  on 
the  American  station. 

As  an  appropriate  iatrodactiott  to  the  kind  of 
war  which  Great  Britain  intended  to  wage  against 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  transacxiona 
occurred  in  England,  under  the  avowed  direction 
of  the  Government  itself,  that  could  not  fail  to 
wound  the  moral  sense  of  every  candid  and  gen- 
erous spectator.  All  the  officers  and  mariners  of 
the  American  merohant  ships,  who,  having  lost 
their  vessels  in  other  places,  had  gone  to  England 
on  the  way  to  America;  or  who  had  been  ei»- 
ployed  in  British  merchant  ships,  but  were  de- 
sirous of  returning  home;  or  who  had  been 
detained,  in  consequence  of  the  condemnstion  of 
their  vessels  under  the  British  Orders  in  Council; 
or  who  had  arrived  in  England,  through  any  of 

•  See  Admiral  Codirane's  letter  to  Mr.  Monioe,  dated 
Auffust  18, 1814. 

tSas  Sir  George  P^vost's  letter  to  General  WiiUii. 
son.  dated  the  ItMh  oCFebraaiy»  18i4. 
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tb«  other  casaaliies  of  the  seafaring  life,  were 
eondeiDDed  to  be  treated  aspriyonera  of  var ;  oey, 
some  of  tbem  were  aeioalljr  impressed  while  soli- 
citing their  passports,  although  not  one  of  their 
narober  had  been  in  an^  wsy  engaged  in  hostili- 
ties against  Great  Britain;  and  slthouffh  the 
American  Government  had  afforded  every  facility 
to  the  departure  of  the  same  class,  as  well  as  of 
every  other  class  of  British  suhjectK,  from  the 
United  States,  fur  a  reasonable  period  after  the 
declaration  of  war.*  But  this  act  of  inju^itice,  for 
which  even  the  pretext  of  retaliatipo  has  not  been 
advanced,  was  accompanied  by  another  of  still 
greater  cruelty  and  oppre«ston.  The  American 
aeamen,  who  had  been  enlisted  or  impressed  into 
the  naval  service  of  Great  Britain,  were  long  re- 
tained, and  many  of  them  are  yet  retained,  on 
board  of  British  ships  of  war,  where  they  are 
compelled  to  combat  against  their  eoantry  and 
their  friends;  and  even  when  the  British  Gov- 
ernment tardily  and  reluctan'ly  recognised  the 
citisenship  of  impressed  Americans  to  a  number 
exeeedinc^  one  thous<aod  at  a  single  naval  station, 
and  dtsmtssed  them  from  its  service  on  the  water, 
it  was  only  to  immure  ihem  as  prisoners  of  war 
on  the  shore.  These  unfortunate  persons,  who 
bad  passed  into  the  power  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment by  a  Tiolaiion  of  their  own  rights  and  in- 
clinations, as  well  as  of  the  rights  of  their  country, 
and  who  could  only  be  regarded  as  the  spoils  of 
unlawful  violence,  were  nevertheless  treated  as 
the  fruiu  of  lawful  war.  Such  was  the  indem- 
nification which  Great  Britain  oflered  for  the 
wrongs  that  she  had  inflicted,  and  such  the  re- 
ward which  she  bestowed  for  services  that  she 
bad  received .t 

Nor  has  the  spirit  of  British  warfare  been  con- 
fined to  violations  of  the  usages  of  civilized  na- 
tions, in  relation  to  the  United  States.  The 
system  of  blockade,  by  Orders  in  Council,  has 
been  revived;  and  the  American  coast,  from 
Maine  to  Louisiana^  has  been  declared,  by  the 
proclamation  of  a  British  Admiral,  to  be  in  a  state 
of  blockade^  which  every  dav's  observation  provesi 
to  be  practically  ineffectual,  and  which,  indeed, 
the  whole  of  the  British  navy  would  be  unable  to 
enforce  and  maintain.^  Neither  the  Orders  in 
Council,  acknowledged  to  be  generally  unlawful, 
and  declared  to  be  merely  retaliatory  upon  Prance, 
DOT  tha  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  which  placed 
the  British  islands  in  a  state  of  blockade  without 
the  force  of  a  single  squadron  to  maintain  it,  were, 
in  principle,  more  injurious  to  the  rights  of  neu- 
tral commerce  than  the  existing  blockade  of  the 
United  States.  The  revival,  therefore,  of  the 
system,  without  the  retaliatory  pretext,  must  de- 


*  Bee  Mr.  Beaslej's  correspondence  with  the  British 
Government,  in  October,  November,  and  December, 
1818.  See,  also,  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  the  6th 
of  July,  1813. 

tSee  the  letter  from  Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr.  McLeay, 
dated  the  18th  of  March,  181fi. 

}8ee  the  sucoessive  blockades  aononneed  by  the 
Bfitbb  Oovemment,  end  the  euceessive  naval  eom- 
maoders  on  the  Ameticao  station. 


monstraie  to  the  world  a  detenDiDitioB,oi  ik 
part  of  Great  Britain,  to  aeqoire  a  eoonxreii 
monopoly,  by  every  demonstration  of  lernn 
power.  The  trade  of  the  Uaiied  Sttttt  witi 
Russia,  and  with  other  northero  Pi/ven,  h 
whose  Governments  no  edicts  vioiiti^  oeirtnL 
rights  bad  been  issued,  was  ent  off  bf  tW  open- 
tion  of  the  British  Orders  in  Cooncil  of  ibefar 
1807,  as  effectually  as  tbeir  utdevnkFnue 
and  her  allies,  although  the  reoliatorjpneiple 
was  totally  inapplicable  to  tbe  eue.  isithe 
blockade  of  the  year  1814  is  an  atiefflptioiMior 
the  trade  of  those  nations,  aDd,iodped,of  ili^ 
other  nations  of  Burope,  with  the  United te, 
while  Great  Britain  herself,  with  tbcaae|KilicT 
and  ardor  that  marked  her  illicit  tndewiih Fur 
when  Prance  was  her  eneiDy,eBeoQrafnicli» 
destine  traffic  between  hersabjeettaod(keAt!^ 
ican  citizens,  wherever  her  powestioos  coots 
contact  with  tbe  territory  of  the  Uoited  Suia 

Bur,  approaching  nearer  to  tbe  seeDS  of  pb 
<ler  and  violence,  of  cruelty  aod  eooil^nixi 
which  the  British  warfare  exhibiu  ob  ihe  cctt 
of  the  United  States,  it  most  beagaioiskfiifit 
acta  of  the  American  (jovernmeoLofiusbi/Ha 
war,  or  of  its  armies,  bad  oeeurred,  or  vtie  era 
alleged  as  a  preteit,  for  tbe  perpetntioii  cf  (^u 
series  of  outrages?  It  will  oot  be  issentd  tbit 
they  were  saoctiooed  by  tbe  usijjb  of  iwfrt 
war,  because  the  aense  ofaU  Europe  vooMRnl: 
at  tbe  assertion.  It  will  oot  be  aid  ^^ 
were  the  unauthorized  ezeeses  of  lie  Bnfw 
troops,  because  scarcely  an  act  of  i^r^ 
violence,  of  cruelty  aod  eoDfbgfatiot,  i>»' beeo 
committed,  except  in  the  immediiu  pno^ 
under  the  positive  orders,  aod  viib  the  pn«w 
agency  of  British  officers.  It  DQst  not  be  i{v& 
insinuated  that  they  were  prorokedkf  weAnM- 
ican  example,  because  it  hii  beej  deffloasrrau^ 
that  all  such  insinuations  arewiiAooi  cm  it 
without  proof.  A  nd,  after  ill.  ik  drf «" 
disgraceful  progress  of  tbe  Bnw*  *«»  'UJ  w 
traced,  as  the  cffiict  of  thstifl/fl»o«qf,»"fi'i«.  " 
of  recollectiona  connected  wiib  the  Amwan 
Revolution,  which  bis  alretdy^?  f^t2 
as  the  effect  of  that  jealousy  iri»»el»  ^J«^S 
cial  enterprise  atid  nauve  re8ooitei« imJ^H 
States  are  calculated  to  excite  it  ibt  eotocui^^ 
a  nation  aiming  at  onivenal  doDimw  opw 

'^In'i'he  month  of  ApriK  181S,  jje  inbibiii»»J 
Poplar  Island,  In  the  W^f  Cbmp«w.!^^ 

pillaged,  and  the  cattle  ad^o^^^'^'^^u  !L 
farmers,  beyond  what  the  eaemfcoow  rea* 

were  wantonly  killed.*  .,   .   ^^^  ^ 

In  the  same  month  of  k\Aw  «»»\ 
stores,  and  the  fishery,  at  Freochtown  U"^ 
were  destroyed,  and  the  private  stores  is 
houses  in  the  village  of  Prenchtown were w_^ 
In  the  aame  month  of  April  the  esear  uk^ 
repeatedly  on  Sharp's  Island,  tad  midetp- 


•BeethedepositioaofWiiasBfistfs.     ^ 
t  See  the  depeskioM  of  FMy  Aadoioi  i* 
deUa  Pennington* 
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(weep  of  the  stock,  affecting  however  to  pay  for 
I  part  of  it'*' 

Co  the  3d  of  May,  1813,  the  town  of  Havre-de* 
3raee  was  pillaged  and  burnt  by  a  force  vnder 
be  command  of  Admiral  Cockbam.  The  Britp 
$h  officers  being  admonished  ^  that,  with  civilized 
ations  at  war,  private  property  had  always  been 
sspected,"  hastily  replied,  **  that,  as  the  Amerl* 
IDS  wanted  war,  they  shoald  now  feel  its  effects, 
Dd  that  the  town  shoald  be  laid  in  ashesi'  They 
roke  the  windows  of  the  church;, they  purloined 
le  houses  of  the  furnitiire ;  they  stripped  women 
ad  children  of  their  clothes;  and  wnen  an  on- 
>rtunate  female  complained  that  she  could  not 
^ave  her  house  with  oer  little  children,  she  was 
nfeelinglv  told,  ^  that  her  house  should  be  burnt 
'ith  hersdf  and  her  children  in  it."t 
On  the  6th  of  May,  1813,  Fredericktown  and 
feorgetown,  sitnatea  on  Sassafras  river,  in  the 
tate  of  Maryland,  were  pillaged  and  burnt,  and 
le  adjacent  country  was  laid  waste,  by  a  Ibrce 
ider  the  command  of  Admiral  Cockburn,  and 
le  officers  were  the  most  active  on  the  occa8ion4 
On  the  33d  of  June,  1813,  the  British  forces 
ade  an  attack  upon  Cranev  Island^  with  a  view 
obtain  possession  of  Norrolk,  which  the  com- 
anding  officers  had  promised,  in  case  of  success, 
give  up  to  the  plunder  of  the  troops.|  The 
ritish  were  repalsed;  but,  enraged  by  defeat 
id  disappointment,  their  course  was  directed  to 
amptoo,  which  they  entered  on  the  —  of  June. 
he  scene  that  ensued  exceeds  all  power  of  de- 
ription,  and  a  detail  of  facts  would  be  offensive 
the  feelines  of  decorum  as  well  as  of  human- 
^  ^'A  defenceless  and  unresisting  town  was 
ren  up  to  indiscriminate  pillage,  tnough  civil- 
sd  war  tolerates  this  only  as  to  fortified  places 
rrled  by  assault,  and  after  summons*  Indhrtd- 
Is,  male  and  female,  were  stripped  naked  $  a  sick 
in  was  stabbed  twice  in  the  hospital ;  another 
;k  man.shot  in  hu  bed,  and  in  the  arms  of  his 
fe,  who  was  also  wounded,  long  after  the  re- 
rat  of  the  American  troops ;  and  females,  the 
irried  and  the  single,  sufiered  the  extremity  of 
rsonal  abuse  from  the  troops  of  the  enemy,  and 
iva  the  infatuated  negroes,  at  their  instigation.''§ 

*  See  Jacob  CKbson's  deposition* 
r  See  the  depoMon  of  11^1^  T.  KiBpatridc,  Junes 
ood,  RoMamai  Moore«  and  R.  Mansfield. 
f.  See  the  deMitionsof  John  Suvdv,  William  8pen- 
9  Joshoa  Woo4  James  Scsnisn,  Richard  Barnaby, 
B.  GhandleaTy  Jonathan  Greenwood,  John  Allen, 
Robertson,  M.  N.  Cannon,  and  J.  T.  Vearey* 
i  See  General  TayWs  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
sr,  dated  the  8d  of  Jnly,  18ia. 
i  See  the  letters  firom  General  Taylor  to  Admiral 
uien,  dated  the  89th  of  June,  1818;  to  General  Sir 
ney  Beckwitb,  dated  the  4th  and  Sth  of  July,  1813; 
h/e  Seeietary  of  War,  dated  the  3d  of  July,  1813 ; 
I  to  Captain  Myers,  of  the  last  date.    See  also  the 
er  from  Major  Cmtehfield  to  Governor  Baiboor, 
ed  the  90th  of  June,  1813;  the  letten  firom  Captain 
>per  to  Identenant  GK>vemor  Mallory,  ^tedin  July, 
.3 ;  the  report  of  Messrs.  Griffin  and  Lively  to  Major 
itchfield,  dated  the  ith  of  Jnfy,  1813;  and  Coleael 
Chez's  pnblieation  in  the  Enquirer. 

13th  Cosr.  3d  Sjiss«— 47 


The  fact  that  these  atrocities  were  committed, 
the  commander  of  the  British  fleet^  Admiral  War* 
ren,  and  the  commander  of  the  British  troops.  Sir 
Sidney  Beckwitb,  admitted,  without  hesitation  f 
but  they  resorted,  as  on  other  occasions,  to  the 
unworthy  and  unavailing  pretext  c^  a  jastifiable 
retaliation.  It  was  said,  by  the  British  Qeneral, 
"  that  I  he  excesses  at  Hampton  were  occasioned 
bv  an  occurrence  at  the  recent  attempt  upon 
Craney  Island,  when  the  British  troops  in  a  barge, 
sunk  by  the  American  guns,  clung  to  the  wreck 
of  the  boat,  but  several  Americans  waded  off  from 
the  island,  fired  upon,  and  shot  these  men."  The 
truth  of  the  assertion  was  denied;  the  act,  if  it 
had  been  perpetrated  by  the  American  troops, 
was  promptly  disavowed  by  their  commanmr, 
and  a  board  of  officers  appointed  to  investigate 
the  facts,  after  stating  the  evidence,  reported^" an 
unbiassed  opinion,  that  the  charge  against  the 
American  troops  was  unsupported,  and  that  the 
character  of  the  American  soldiery  for  humanity 
and  magnanimity  had  not  been  committed,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  confiraed."t  The  result  of  this 
inquiry  was  communicated  to  the  British  Qene- 
ral ;  reparation  was  demanded ;  but  it  was  soon 
perceived  that,  whatever  might  personally  be  the 
liberal  dispositions  of  that  officer,  no  adequate 
reparation  could  be  made,  as  the  conduct  of  his 
troops  was  directed  and  sanctioned  by  his  Gtov- 
ernment.]: 

During  the  period  of  these  transactions,  the 
village  of  Lewistown,  near  the  capes  of  the  DeU 
aware,  inhabited  chiefly  by  fishermen  and  pilots, 
and  the  village  of  Stonington,  seated  upon  the 
shores  of  Connecticut,  were  unsuccessfully  bom- 
barded. Armed  parties,  led  by<  officers  of  rank, 
landed  daily  from  the  British  squadron,  making 
predator)^  incursions  into  the  open  country ;  rifling 
and  burning  the  houses  and  cottages  of  peaceable 
and  retired  families ;  pillaging  the  produce  of  the 
planter  and  farmer,  (^their  tobacco,  their  grain,  and 
their  cattle ;)  committing  violence  on  the  persons 
of  the  unprotected  inhabitants;  seizing  upon 
slaves,  wherever  they  could  be  found,  as  tooty  of 
war;  and  breaking  open  the  coffins  of  the  dead, 
in  search  of  plunder,  or  committing  robbery  on 
the  altars  of  the  church  at  Cha]»tico,  St.  Inigoes, 
and  Tappabaaoock,  with  a  sacril^ious  rage. 

But  the  consummation  of  British  outrage  yet 
remains  to  be  stated  from  the  awful  and  imperish* 
able  memorials  of  the  Capitol  at  Washington.  It 
has  been  already  obierved>  that  the  massacre  of 
the  American  prisoners,  at  tlie  river  Raisin,  oc* 
curred  in  January,  1813;  that  throughout  the 

•  See  Admiral  Warren's  letter  to  General  Tavlor, 
dated  the  S9th  of  Jnne^  1819 ;  Sir  Sidney  BeekwithV 
letter  to  General  Taylor,  dated  on  the  same  day ;  and 
the  report  of  Captain  Myers  to  General  Taylor,  of  July 
9, 1818. 

fSee  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of 
officers  appointed  by  the  general  order  of  the  1st  of 
Jnly,  1818. 

1  See  General  Taylor's  letter  to  mt  Sidney  Beck* 
with,  dated  the  6th  of  Jnly*  1818«  and  the  answer  vi 
the  following  day; 
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Mine  jrcftr,  the  deaoUtiag  warfiire  of  Ortat  Brit- 
•iD,  without  oDce  alleging  a  retaliatory  exeose, 
made  the  shores  of  the  Chesapeake,  aod  of  its 
tributary  rirers,  a  general  scene  of  ruin  and  dis- 
tress ;  and  that  in  the  month  of  February,  1814, 
Bir  George  Prevost  himself  acknowledged,  that 
the  measures  of  retaliation  for  the  unauthorized 
burning  of  Newark,  in  December^  1813,  and  for 
all  the  excesses  which  had  been  imputed  to  the 
American  Army,  was,  at  that  time,  full  and  com- 
|dete.  The  United  States,  indeed,  riegarding  what 
was  due  to  their  own  character,  rather  than  what 
was  d  ue  to  the  cond  net  of  their  enemy,  had  forborne 
to  authorize  a  just  retribution,  and  even  disdained 
to  place  the  destruction  of  Newark  to  retaliatory 
account  for  the  general  pillage  and  conflagration 
which  had  been  preriously  perpetrated.  It  was  not 
without  astonishment,  therefore,  that,  after  more 
than  a  year  of  patient  suffering,  they  heard  it 
announced  in  August,  1814,  that  the  towns  and 
districts  upon  their  coast  were  to  be  destroyed 
and  laid  waste,  in  rerenge  for  unspecified  and  un- 
known  acts  of  destruction  which  were  charged 
acainst  the  American  troops  in  Upper  Canada. 
The  letter  of  Admiral  Cochrane  was  dated  oo 
the  18th,  but  it  was  not  received  iratil  the  3l8t  of 
August.  1814.    In  the  intermediate  time,  the  en- 
emy debarked  a  body  of  about  five  or  six  thou- 
sand troops  at  Benedict,  on  the  Patuxent,  and  by 
a  sudden  and  steady  march  through  Bladensborg 
approached  the  City  of  Washiogtoo.    This  city 
bad  been  selected  for  the  Seat  of  the  American 
GktrernmeDt,  but  the  number  of  its  houses  does 
not  exceed  nine  haodred,  spread  over  an  extensive 
site;  the  whole  number  of  itsinhabitaocsdoes  not 
exeeed  eight  thousand ;  and  the  adjacent  country 
is  thinly  populated.  .  Although  the  necessary  pre- 
cautions had  been  ordered  to  assemble  the  militia 
for  the  defence  of  the  city,  a  variety  of  causes 
combined  to  render  the  defence  unsuccessful ;  and 
the  enemy  took  possession  of  Washington  on  the 
evening  of  the  34th  of  August,  1814.    The  com- 
manders of  the  British  force  held,  at  that  time. 
Admiral  Cochrane's  desolating  order,  although  it 
was  then  unknown  to  the  Gtoveroment  and  the 
people  of  the  United  States ;  but,  conscious  of  the 
danger  of  so  distant  a  separation  from  the  British 
fleet,  and  desirouiL  by  every  plausible  artifice,  to 
deter  the  citizens  from  flying  to  arms  agaiust  the 
invaders,  they  disavowed  all  design  of  injuring 
private  persons  and  property,  and  gave  assurances 
of  protection  wherever  there  was  submission. 
General  Rosa  and  Admiral  Cockburn  then  pro- 
ceeded in  person  to  direct  and  superintend  the 
business  of  conflagration  in  a  place  which  had 
Yielded  to  their  arms,  which  was  unfortified,  and 
by  which  no  hostility  was  threatened.    They  set 
fire  to  the  Capitol,  within  whose  walls  were  con- 
tained the  halls  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States^  the  hall  of  their  highest  tribunal  for  the 
administration  of  justice,  the  archives  of  the 
Legislature,  and  the  National  Library.    They  set 
fire  to  the  edifice  which  the  United  States  had 
erected  for  the  residence  of  their  Chief  Magis- 
toatej  and  they  set  fire  to  the.costly  and  extensive 
buildings  erected  for  the  accommodation  of  the 


principal  oflicers  of  the  Gorenment  la  the  on 
action  of  the  public  business.  Theie  w^du 
monuments  of  the  progren  of  the  tzti,  n^ 
America  had  borrowed  from  ber  ptrefitEii^ 
with  all  the  testimonials  of  ttiteudlitett! 
which  they  contained,  were,  on  tbeisMniit 
night  of  the  24th  of  Aognst,  eonifM/otlf 
flames,  while  British  offioen  of  hi^niuii 
command  united  with  their  troops  now 
carousals  by  the  light  of  the  boniogitt. 

But  the  character  of  the  inceoditrjfyiB' 
tirely  superseded  the  chaiieterof  tbesokztt 
this  unparalleled  expedition,  tbal  agratpfis 
of  the  munitions  of  war  which  had  ooika» 
sumed  when  the  Navy  Yard  vas  mMn 
deatroyed  upon  the  approach  of  the  firiulitrHpi 
were  left  untouched ;  and  aa  extcuireMi 
cannon,  adjoining  the  Citv  of  WashiogtoLii 
left  uninjured ;  when,  in  the  aighiof  ibe^e 
August,  the  armv  suddenly  decamped,  ub 
turning,  with  evident  marks  of  precipitiuigiK 
alarm,  to  their  ships,  left  the  interoeouftkE 
dead,  aod  the  care  of  their  woaoded,  to  tbeeo; 
whom  they  had  thus  injured  aod  iosoiteiisfi^ 
lation  of  the  laws  of  civilized  war.' 

The  counterpart  to  theseeaeexhibiniiirt^ 
British  army  was  next  exhibited  bftkBsail 
navy.  Soon  after  the  midnijtbt  flight  of  Geaail 
Ross  from  Washington,  a  aqoadroo  of  Bciul 
ships  of  war  ascended  the  Potomac,  iii(ir»la 
the  town  of  Alexandria  oo  the  27il(i^iB^ 
1814.  The  magistrates,  presaiaiDf  tk tk  ffoe 
ral  destruction  of  the  town  wai  iDideii»a 
on  what  terms  it  might  be  nred.  Tkt  »nl 
commander  declared,  **that  the  obIjcom^^^ 
in  his  power  to  offer  were  sochisixKn^! n- 

quired  a  surrender  of  all  oaval  lud  otm« 
stores,  (public  and  private,)  bot  of  all  il>e# 
pins,  and  of  all  the  merehaodiie»(^eJ{||» 
well  as  such  as  had  been  nmwtisKtaf^'f^ 
of  August."  The  conditions,  llerfWi*"*"^ 
to  the  entire  plunder  of  Alexaidiii,u«»'^^ 
and  unresisting  town«  in  order  uat^,^'^^"'^^' 
ings  from  destruction.  The  cip»^^«.*" 
made,  and  the  enemy  boreawaribefruuoiftB 

predatory  enterprise  in  triampb.  . 

But,  even  while  this  narratire  ispKJJS'JJ® 
the  press,  a  new  retaliatory  fnwi  »J^ 
formed,  to  cover  the  disgrace  «  ^'^''^^ 
was  transacted  at  Washiogtoo.  In»erf 


of  the  Governor-in-Chiefto  the  Ptotl  ^^, 
liament  of  Canada,  on  the  34ih  of  J"^!|^;g, 
it  is  asserted,  in  ambiguoos  laogaage,  ^(»i 
just  retribution,  the  proud  Capitol  ai  "*^^ 
ton  has  experienced  a  similar  fate  to  that  w*^ 
by  an  American  force  on  the  Sestof  Gorer^^ 
in  Upper  Canada."  The  town  ofYoty^^^ 
Canada,  was  taken  by  the  Amcricaa  Ariflf'^- 
the  command  of  General  Dearborn,  on  tse^- 
of  April,  1813;*  and  it  was  evacuated  on  ifi^^ 


ceeding  Isi  of  May  j  although  it  ww«S*'  ,^ 
for  a  day,  bv  an  American  squadron,  ujc  , 
command  of  Commodore  Cbaancef,on  m^ 


*  See  the  letteis  of  Oensitl  Desiborn  ^^^ 
taiy  of  War,  dated  theSTIh  and  S8th  of  AFn-'^ 
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ignst*    At  tht  tine  of  the  captarc^  the  enemy, 
bis  retreat,  set  fire  to  bis  magazinet  aad  the 
Off  produced  bjr  the  ezploeioo  was  great  and 
lensiTe ;  but  neither  then,  nor  on  the  risit  of 
mmodore  Cbaunee^f,  vas  anv  edifiee.  which 
1  been  erected  for  civil  uses,  destroyed  by  the 
bority  of  the  military  or  the  naral  commander ; 
i  the  destruction  of  such  edifices,  by  any  part 
(heir  force,  would  haTe  been  a  direct  Fiolation 
ibe  positive  orders  which  thej  had  issued.    Oo 
h  occasions,  indeed,  the  public  stores  of  the  en- 
7  were  authorized  to  be  seized,  and  his  public 
rehouses  to  be  burnt ;  but  it  is  known  that  pri- 
e  persons,  houses,  and  property,  were  left  un- 
ured.    If,  therefore.  Sir  George  Prerost  deems 
:h  acts  inflicted  on  "  the  Seat  of  Government 
Upper  Canada"  similar  to  the  acts  which  were 
petrated  at  Washington,  he  has  yet  to  perform 
i  task  of  tracing  the  features  of  similarity; 
ee  at  Washington  the  public  edifices,  which 
i  been  erected  for  civil  uses,  were  alone  de- 
oyed,  while  the  munitions  of  war  and  tbefonn* 
es  of  cannon  remained  untouched. 
[f,  however,  it  be  meant  to  affirm,  that  the  pub- 
edifices,  occupied  by  the  Legislature,  by  the 
ief  Magistrate,  by  the  courts  of  justice,  and  by 
!  civil  functionaries  of  the  Province  of  Up- 
'  Canada,  with  the  Provincial  library,  were 
itroyed  by  the  American  force,  it  is  an  occur- 
ice  which  has  never  been  before  presented  to 
I  view  of  the  American  Government,  by  its 
n  officers,  as  matter  of  information:  nor  by 
f  of  the  military  or  civil  authorities  of  Canada 
natter  of  complaint ;  it  is  an  occurrence  which 
American  had  in  any  degree  authorized  or 
>roved;  and  it  Is  an  occurrence  which  the 
lerican  Government  would  have  censured,  and 
aired  with  equal  promptitude  and  liberality. 
But  a  tale  told  thus  out  of  date,  for  a  special 
'poee«  cannot  command  the  confidence  of  the 
Aligentand  the  candid  auditor;  for, even  if  the 
t  of  eonfiagration  be  true«  suspicion  must  at- 
d  the  cause  for  so  long  a  concealment,  with 
lives  so  strong  for  an  immediate  disclosure* 
ben  Sir  George  Prevost,  in  February,  1814,  ae- 
)wledged  that  the  measure  of  retaliation  was 
I  and  complete  for  all  the  prceeding  miscon- 
;t  imputed  to  the  American  troops,  was  he  not 
irized  of  every  fact  which  had  occurred  at 
rk,  the  capital  of  Upper  Canada,  in  the  months 
April  and  August,  1813?    Yet  neither  then, 
at  any  antecedent  period,  nor  until  the  24th 
tuary,1815,  was  the  slightest  intimation  given 
he  retaliatory  pretext  which  is  now  offered, 
len  the  Admirals  Warren  and  Cochrane  were 
ployed  in  pillaging  and  beaming  the  villages 
the  shores  of  the  Chesapeake,  were  not  all  the 
iliatory  pretexts  for  the  barVarous  warfare 
iwn  to  those  commanders?    And  yet,  'Mhe 
I  inflicted  by  an  American  force  on  the  Seat 
Government  in  Upper  Canada,"  was  never 
gested  in  justification  or  excuse !    And  finally, 
sn  the  expedition  was  formed  in  August,  1814, 

Bee  the  letter  fiom  Commodore  Chaimeiy,  to  the 
letuy  of  the  Navy,  dated  the  4lli  of  Anguet,  IfilBL 


for  the  destruction  of  the  public  edifices  at  Wash- 
iuffton,  was  not  the  **  similar  fate  which  had  been 
inflicted  by  an  American  force  on  the  Seat  of 
Government  in  Upper  Canada,"  known  to  Admiral 
Cochrane,  as  well  as  to  Sir  Gieorffe  Prevost,  who 
called  upon  the  Admiral  (it  is  alleged)  to  earrf 
into  efiect  measures  of  retaliation  acaiast  the  ia- 
habitanUof  the  United  Sutes?  And  yet,  both 
the  call  and  the  compliance  are  founded  (not 
upon  the  destruction  of  the  public  edifieesat  z  ork, 
but)  upon  the  wanton  destruction  committed  by 
the  American  Army  in  Upper  Canada,  upon  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Province,  for  whom  alone  repa- 
ration was  demanded. 

An  obscurity,  then,  dwells  upon  the  fact  alleged 
by  Sir  George  Prevost,  which  has  not  been  disci* 
pated  by  inquiry.  Whether  any  public  edifiee 
was  improperly  destroyed  at  York,  or  at  what 
period  the  mjury  was  done,  if  done  at  all,  and  by 
what  hand  it  was  inflicted,  are  points  that  ouffkc 
to  have  been  staled  when  the  charge  was  made ; 
surely  it  is  enough,  on  the  part  of  the  American 
Government,  to  repeat,  that  the  fact  alleged  wis 
never  before  brought  to  its  knowledge  for  invea* 
tigatioD,  disavowal,  or  reparation*  The  silence 
of  the  military  and  civil  officers  of  the  Provincial 
Gk>vernment  of  Canada,  indicates,  too,  a  sense  of 
shame,  or  a  conviction  of  the  injustice  of  the  ores* 
ent  reproach.  It  is  known  that  there  could  nave 
been  no  other  public  edifice  for  civil  uses  destroyed 
in  Upper  Canada,  than  the  House  of  the  Provin* 
cial  Legislature,  a  building  of  so  little  cost  and 
ornament  as  hardly  to  merit  consideration,  and 
certainly  afibrding  neither  parallel  nor  apology 
for  the  conflagration  of  the  splendid  structures 
which  adorned  the  Metropolis  of  the  United 
States.  If,  however,  that  House  was  indeed  de- 
stroyed, may  it  not  have  been  an  accidental  con- 
sequence  otlhe  confusion  in  which  the  ezplostoA 
of  the  magazine  involved  the  town  ?  Or, perhaps. 
it  was  hastily  perpetrated  by  some  of  the  enragea 
troops,  in  the  moment  of  anguish  for  the  loss  of  a 
beloved  commander,  and  their  companions,  who 
had  been  killed  by  that  explosion,  kindled  as  it 
was  by  a  defeated  enemy  for  the  sanguinanr  and 
unavailing  purpose.  Or,  in  fine,  some  suffering 
individual  remembering  the  slaughter  of  his  breth- 
ren at  the  river  Raisin,  and  exasperated  by  the 
specucle  of  a  humau  scalp  suspended  in  the  Legis- 
latire  Chamber,  over  the  seat  of  the  Speaker,  niay, 
in  the  paroxysm  of  his  vengeance,  have  applied, 
unauthorized  and  unseen,  the  torch  of  vengeance 
and  destruction. 

Many  other  flagrant  instances  of  British  vio- 
lence, pillage,  and  conflagration,  in  defiance  of 
the  laws  of  civilized  hostilities,  might  be  added  to 
the  catalogue  which  has  been  exhibited;  but  the 
enumeration  would  be  superfluous,  and  it  is  time 
to  close  so  painful  an  exposition  of  thecausesand 
character  of  the  war.  The  exposition  had  become 
necessary  to  repel  and  refute  the  charges  of  the 
Prince  Regent,  when,  by  his  declaration  of  Jan- 
uary, 1813,  he  unjustly  states  the  United  States  to 
be  Che  aggressors  in  the  war ;  and  insultingly  as- 
cribes the  conduct  of  the  American  Government 
to  the  infineaee  t^  French  eoaneiis.    It  was,  alsO| 
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Bccessarf  to  Tindieate  the  course  of  the  United 
Stmtes  in  the  proseoation  of  the  war,  nnd  to  ex- 
pose to  the  Tiew  of  the  world  the  berbaroas  sfs- 
lem  of  hostilities  which  the  British  Qovernment 
has  parsaed.    HaTing  nccomplished  these  pur- 
poses, the  American  Oovernment  recurs  with 
pleasure  to  a  contemplation  of  its  earlj  and  eon* 
tinoed  efforts  for  the  restoration  of  peace.    Not- 
withstanding the  pressure  of  the  recent  prongs, 
and  the  unfriendly  and  illiberal  disposition  which 
Ofeat  Britain  has  at  all  times  manifested  towards 
them,  the  United  States  have  nerer  indulged  sen- 
timents incompatible  with  the  reciprocity  of  good 
will,  and  an  intercourse  of  mutual  benefit  and 
adTantage*    They  can  never  repine  at  seeing  the 
British  nation  great,  prosperous,  and  happy ;  safe 
in  its  maritime  right^  and  powerful  in  lu  means 
of  maintaining  them;  but,  at  the  same  tfme^they 
can  never  cease  to  desire  that  the  councils  of 
Gkeat  Britain  should  be  guided  by  Justice,  and  a 
lespeet  for  the  equal  rights  of  other  nations.    Her 
maritime  power  may  extend  to  all  the  legitimate 
objects  or  her  sovereignty  and  her  commerce, 
without  endangering  the  independence  and  peace 
of  every  other  Govemmen  t.    A  balance  of  power, 
in  this  respect,  is  as  necessary  on  the  ocean  as  on 
the  land  ;  and  the  control  that  it  gives  to  the  na- 
tions of  the  world  over  the  actions  of  each  other, 
is  as  salutary  in  its  operation  to  the  individual 
Government  which  feels  it,  as  to  all  the  Govern- 
ments by  which,  on  the  just  principles  of  mutual 
support  and  defence,  it  may  be  exercised.    On 
fkir,  and  equal,  and  honorable  terms,  therefore 
peace  is  at  the  choice  of  Gkeat  Britain ;  but  if 
she  still  determine  upon  war,  tbe  United  States, 
reposine  upon  the  justness  of  their  cause ;  upon 
the  patriotism  of  their  citizens ;  upon  the  distin- 
gvished  valor  of  their  land  and  naval  forces  *,  and, 
above  all,  upon  the  dispensations  of  a  beneficent 
Providence ;  are  ready  to  maintain  the  contest  for 
the  preservation  of  the  national  independence, 
with  the  mme  energy  and  fortitude  which  were 
displayed  in  acquiring  it. 
WAiBnfOTOii,  February  10, 1815. 


STATB  or  THE  HNANCES. 

IConuttunicatsd  to  the  Benals,  September  36,  )614.] 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedienoe  to 
^  act  <^  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^<An 
act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Department."  has 
the  honor  respectfully  to  submit  to  Congress  the 
following  report  and  estimates : 

The  sums  authorized  by  Congress  to  be  ex- 
pended during  the  year  1814,  and  for  which  ap- 
propriations have  been  made,  are  as  follows : 

1.  For  civil,  diplomatic  and  miseellsp 

neons  ezpensee :  ....  $9,846,86559 
To  this  sum  is  to  be  added,  the  amount 

which  may  be  payable  on  Uie  Ibllow- 

ingaeeonBt8,vis:  1.  The  amount  of 

fines,  penalties^  and  foTfetWres  ae» 

UmUj  reoeired  into,  the  Treainiy, 

whioh  is  appropriated  for  defraymg 


the  expenses  of  eoaiti  of  the  Uai^ 
ted  Bfeites.  S.  The  saias  leemd 
by  the  ooUeeton  of  the  caslooii  fo 
the  marine  hospital  fond,  snd  privi- 
teer  pension  fund,  which  sm  psid 
into  the  Treasair  with  the  other 
moneys  derived  from  the  oqiIobm^ 
bat  are  exclusively  ^fUesUs  to  tlis 
two  objects  bete  mentioned,  ifff^ 
hrely.  3.  The  moneys  leoeiTed  into 
the  Treasury  for  the  United  StatM* 
moiety  of  prises  captoied  by  pobfie 
vesMfa^  which  belong  ezchuiftlj 
to  ^e  Navy  pension  fimd.  Tbm 
items  sre  contingent  snd  nnceitaiB, 
until  the  accounts  for  die  yen  tn 
msde  up,  and  their  smoonti  sno^ 
tslned.  Asthey  sppesrsBOBfthe 
reewpte  into  the  Tiessdiy,  dny 
must  also  be  plaoed  among  ilisi- 
penditniea.  TheymaybeeitiutBd 
for  the  year  1814,  st  -  •  - 
tt.  Military  expenses,  indodnig  ^ 
Indian  DepartaMnt,  and  tbepmsip 
nent  apprapriatioB  of  $S0d,OQO«i- 

nually,  for  arming  sad  oqdmi 
the  whole  bo4y  of  the  mililis  of  the 

United  States  .      •     • 

3.  Naval  expenses,  indndfaig  |MOr 
000  for  the  purchaae  of  tisdier,  tp- 
piopriatad  1^  the  act  of  Mud  SO, 
181S • 

4.  For  the  public  debt,  sodi  nun  ef  the 
public  engagement!  may  reqniie; 
and  whic^  during  the  year  1U4> 
may  be  estimated  as  follows: 

Intereet  on  the  public  debt  eriiliBr 
previously  to  the  pre*  _ 

ientwar         -       -  fl,WO,O00W 

Interest  on  debt  con- 
tracted  during   the 
Sreeent  war,  indu- 
ing the  loans  of  the 

present  year  and  the  .  ^ 

Tieasuiy  notes      -    %m»^ 
Relmbonemeiit  of  the 

prinsipaly  consisting 

<^  the  aamial  reim* 

buiaameat  of  the  old 

six  percent,  and  do- 

ferred  stocks,  tsmpo* 

rary   leans  payable 

during  this  year,  and 

the  Treastny  notes 

to  be  reimbuned  du*  ^^  ^ 

ringthe  aame  period    7,678,0000^ 

l«,6OJ,0000e 

But  fer  these  puiposss 
there  had  been  ad- 
vanced by  the*Treap 
sury  during  the  year 
1818,  to  Bundiy  com- 
missioners of  loans, 
beyond  the  demands 
upon  them  for  the 
year  1813,  and  to 
theTreaanteref  the 
United  8tate%  as  the 
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l}»,mr* 
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i^^ent  Sn  Ckwiwii- 
•ioncn  of  th«  fiHak- 
ing  Fond,  aboiil    •        350>000  00 


I«e«rjag  paytUa  danng  Um  year  18U    1S»16S»000  00 

•47^0,178  46 


TIm  maaw  fay  iiUeh  Udi  mua  wu  to  be  pnvidad, 
ircro  the  Moidaff : 

1.  MonejereeeinliUonaoooiiiitoftbepabliesBveiuiey 
mnd  whieb  were  eetimated  thns: 

FTom  the  eqetome  -  ^,600,000  00 
SeJee  of  public  Unda  •  600/)00  00 
I>izect  tax  and  intenuJ 

datiea  -  •  -  3,800,000  00 
Poatage,  and  inciden- 

tal  receipts     -        -         50,000  00 

10,960,000  00 

2.  Moneys  TeceiTable  lor  the  proceeds 
of  loans,  and  Air  Treamiy  notea,  to 
be  iwaed  as  Allows : 

Amonnt  payable  into  the  Treaawy 

during  the  year  1614,  ef  the  loan  of 

aeven  and  a  half  milttans,  made  un- 
der the  not  ef  Sd  Aq- 

gnat,  1818  -  #8,689,666  00 

Anaomt  anthoiivd  to 

be  bmvowed  fay  act 

of  Haish  84^  1814  S6h000«000  00 
Amount  anthoriied  by 

the  act  of  March  4^ 

1814,  to  be  iMoed  in 

Treaswy  notea       -     5,000,000  00 


And  it  was  estimated  that,  out  of  the 
balance  of  cash  remaining  in  the 
Treasmr  on  the  1st  day  ef  January, 
1814,  wblch  amounted  to  96,196,- 
468  00,  there  might  be  applied  a  sum 
enffieieni  lo  eover  the  whole  amount 
of  the  authoiiMd  ezpenditurea,  and 
which  would  be    •       .       •       • 


33,593,665  00 


8,787,607  46 


•47;nr0,17t  46 


The  eeeooiits  of  the  TNMuy  faaTe  ae  yet  been  made 
up  only  te  the  two  first  ^uaften  of  the  year  1814,  or 
to  the  a8th  of  June  of  ^t  year*  The  «nMKed  atate- 
aienW  marked  A.,  showe  the  leosiptB  od  eoqpiwditnrBe 
At  the  Treasury  fer  the lottithviaitw  ef  dieyear  1816, 
which  have  not  befine  been  commuaie^tid  to  Oongrees, 
and  sepaxateiy*  those  of  the  two.fiiet  q^iaiten  of  ike 
jear  1814. 

By  tfais  statement,  it  appeals  that  Uif  payments  ftom 
the  Treasuiy  during  the  first  half  of  the  pmsent  year, 
hays  been 
For  ci^il,  diplomatic,  and  misceUane- 

ous  expenses  ....  1,444^062  60 
Military  expenses  ....  11,810,83800 
Naval  expenses        ....      4,012,89990 


Public  d( 


And  would  leare  payable  during  tiie 
remainder  of  the  year,  on  thoee  aev. 
oral  accounts,  the  Ibllowing  sums  : 

For  dvil,  di^ilomatie,  and  miscellane- 

•  f  1,001|888  80 


3,1)26,680  77 
19,698,781  87 


expensee  -  18,888|iB6  00 
Naval  expenses  -  •  4,lff7JllO  97 
Public  debt       •       •    9,185,419  83 


87,676,891  18 


^•^mm 


•47,870,171 46 


The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  ike  first  half 

of  the  present  year  have  been  as  follows: 
For  the  proceeds  of  the  customs        -  •4,168,066  86 
Public  lands,  finduding  thoee  In  the 

Miastasippi  Territoiy,  tiie  proceeda 

of  whidi  are  now  payable  to  the  Stale 

of  Georgia) 

Internal  dutiee  and  dfaect  taxea 
Poatage  and  rnddental  expenasa 


540,065  66 

8,189,878  40 

166,744  60 


Loan  of  aeven  andahalf  milUona,  un- 
der the  act  of  Aug.  8,  '18  8,598^5 

Loan  of  ten  milliona,  (part 
of  85  millions,)  under  the 
act  of  March  84, 18H     6,667,011 


7,078,170 


Trsaaunr  notes,  iesned  un- 
der the  act  of  Februasy 
86^  1813  U)70,000 

TreaaV  notes,  ia> 
sued  under  act 
ofMarch4,'14  1398,100 


8,678,076 


^tr^mmm^mfa^m 


8,468,160 


18,141^776  00 


■w 


And  there  remained  oeah  in  the  Tteae* 
ury,  on  the  latof  iuly,  1614  • 


19;8194M6  88 
4,99S|666  88 


•88,848^66  65 
To  maka  up  theaum,  therelbre,  which 
will  be  wanted  to  meet  the  expend* 
iturea  as  above  eatlmaledt  there  mu6t 
be  obtained  dnoag  the  ad  and  4th 
quarters  of  the  pmMBt  year  *       •    88»887,566  81 


mm 


•47^^0,178  46 

And  the  fiirther  sum  of  #1,660,000, 
which  is  the  least  that  ought  at  any 
time  during  a  state  of  war  to  be  left 
in  the  Treasury,  making  •  •84f887,666  61 


Of  this  amount  it  is  estimated  that  there  will  be  de- 
rived from  the  various  souroes  of  eadftuiff  n^tnon 
the  following  sums,  via: 
From  the  customa    ....   •8,880,000  00 

It  baa  not  been  practicafaJe  to  pre- 
pare the  atatements  of  this  and  of  the 
other  branchea  of  the  revenue  in  the 
usual  oflBoi^  lbrm«  to  be  communica- 
ted to  Congreea  at  this  time.  9ome 
of  these  statements  have  been  hersto- 
ibre  regularly  given  for  periods  termi- 
nating on  the  30tti  of  September ;  and, 
to  pteseive  the  series  ummpalred,  their 
preparation  is  postponed  until  they  can 
be  made  out  terminating  with  tfiat 
day.  tliey  will  hereafter  be  laid  be- 
Ibre  Congress  in  the  proper  fimn* 
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TIm  amoimt  of  the  tm^Um^koom  dii> 
1100  whidi  «eeni0d  dnriiif  ihm  7001 
1818yfnui|7,070/XW.  Daring  tho  two 
fintfQ0it0n  of  til0  pi000iit  700r  tfaej 
•movBtod  to  about  #3,000,000;  boi 
during  tho  two  latt  qnarton  will  not, 
piobobly,  ozoood  41,000,000.  Tho 
aaunint  rooointblo  into  tho  Tr000U7, 
during  the  yoar  1614,  from  bonds  ont- 
0t0nding  at  tho  commencoment  of  tho 
yoor,  and  from  tho  dutiot  aoeniing, 
and  which  will  booomo  payablo  dur- 
ing that  yoar,  is  ftatlmit^  at  $7,000»* 
IMIO;  which  was  9600,000  more  than 
was horetofors osti watod.  Ofthissom* 
94,16S,088  S5  was  paid  during  tho 
£nt  h^  of  tho  Yoor,  and  will  loava 
payablo,  during  too  remainder  of  tho 
year,  tho  sum  here  stated. 

^lafet  of  PuMie  Londliri— The  pioeeeds 
of  the  sales  of  public  lands  sold  in 
the  Missisappi  Territory,  which  are 
now  pay  able  to  the  State  of  Geoifia, 
are  brought  into  the  Treesniy  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  moneys  derived 
from  the  sales  of  other  pahKc  lands. 
As  the  amount,  when  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  State  of  Georgia, 
spears  among  the  public  ezpendi- 
tures,  it  is  proper  that  these  moneys 
should  be  placed  upon  the  reeeipte 
of  the  Treasury.  Including  the  pvo- 
eeeds  of  the  lands  in  the  Missisnppi 
Tentlory,  the  receipts  during  the 
year  18U  are  estimated  at  $900^ 
000;  of  which  9640,006  68  hamg 
been  looeiTed  during  the  two  fiisl 
^oartflfs  of  tho  yoar,  there  will  be 
loeehrablo  daring  the  two  last  quai^ 


haemal  DuUea  and  Dind  T^UBr^ 
The  receipte  into  the  Treasury,  from 
these  sources  during  the  pTBoonl 
voar,  will  fullv  equal  the  eetimate 
lierelofere  made.  These  tazfo  are 
paid  readily  and  cheerfully.  Tho 
direct  tax  is  in  collection  in  more 
than  tluee-fourths  at  the  districts, 
and  will  shortly  be  in  the  same  state 
in  all  the  districts,  except  two  or 
dueo,  wheve  the  difficulty  of  obtain- 
ing comnetent  persons  to  act  as  as- 
sessors nas  produced  some  delay. 
In  sereral  of  the  districts  the  collec- 
tion is  already  nearly  completed. 
The  amount  estimated  as  receirsble 
from  these  two  sources,  was  #3,800,- 
000 ;  of  this  sum  there  was  receiredi 
mm  to  the  1st  of  July  last,  #3,180,- 
373  40,  and  leaves  to  be  receiTod 
doling  the  remainder  of  the  year    - 

Posf^ge  and  Incidental  ReeeipU* — 
Theee  were  estimated,  for  the  whole 
year,  at  #60,000.  Including  repay- 
ments, prize  money,  and  the  arrear- 
ages of  the  former  direct  tax  and  in- 
ternal duties,  there  was  receiTed,  on 
these  accounts,  during  the  first  half 
or  the  year,  #166,744.    These  re- 


•300,000  00 


1,610,000  00 


oeipCB  are  so  casual  snd 
that  it  is  diflicult  to  nske  s^y 
mate  of  their  amount 
remainder  of  the  ycsr  thiy 
peraaps,  do  expecieu  m  piednei 


IMMN 


Total am't receivsble ftr remae  |1MM« 


Under  the  net  of  the  34th  of  lfifck,m  bf 
which  the  Praident  wu  amhoiM  totant 
twenty-iTo  millions  of  doUai^  a  km  wa«fad 
00  the  2d  of  May  for  ten  millioDs  of  dtlikii 
pert  of  that  som.  A  loan  for  teo  millioBttiU' 
lars  was  considered  as  more  likely  to  pnrent 
cessfol,  than  if  ao  attempt  were  mide  toobiiB 
the  whole  amount  of  tweoty-fire  nilliw  it 
once.  The  sums  offered  for  thii  lou  aooiuttd  tt 

im,900^;  of  which  #2,671,750  vereitnto 
ess  than  88  per  cent.,  and  #1,183,400  at  ntab 
than  85  per  cenL  Of  the  wm  of  t9J229i)K 
which  were  offered  at  88  per  ecoL,  or  it  nis 
more  faTorable  to  the  United  States  fire  millifa 
were  offered,  with  the  coadiiioDaaiejeiiiiKii 
terms  more  laForable  to  the  lesdtitiiioBU  be  al- 
lowed for  any  partof  thetweBty•lTefflii)ioHU' 
thorized  to  be  borrowed  forthe|Mcie8tfeir.tk 
same  terms  should  be  extended  to  tboK  biUov 
the  stock  of  the  ten  million  lots.  Tdiif  iiu 
consideration  the  expectotioo  tbeacDtfrtiiKis 
an  early  return  of  peace,  and  the  ioporoiff  tf 
maintaining  unimpaired  the  poUie  credit  bf  i» 
taining  the  price  of  stock  in  the  mnW]  vA 
also  considering  the  measure  wts  aMiiuetf  br 
precedent,  it  was  agreed  to  iceepttbekiuwiu 
that  condition.  Had  the  sum  to  whickikecn- 
dition  was  annexed,  been  rejected,  (lie  nve- 
quence  would  have  been  to  ledaee  tbe  laovt 
obtained  to  less  than  five  miUioos,  1  mb  m^ 
gether  inadequate  to  the  pnbiie  dfou^'i  ^^\ 
depressing  the  stock  to  85  per  ea^  »  ^^P^ 
tamed  only  a  little  more  thao  six  niUiM^  «^f ' 
would  still  have  been  insoffieiat » >Btvff  (^ 
purposes  of  Gbvernment.  Oft"  *«*  r^,^ 
qaenUf  made  to  this  loan,  of  sanstitioottuntjo 
|666,000.  which  were  accepttioatheMiettiw 

as  the  original  offers,  and  aiifa«tt4jw?"*" 
of  the  loan  which  was  taken  to  i9,7%,w& 

The  iiapeia  auezed,  under  the  )m'^^^ 
the  partievlaia  relating  to  this  lots. 

There  was  paid  into  the  Tretrtrr, «  ^ 
of  the  loan  of  ten  miUions,  prior  to  the  1st  «i^«7 
$6,087,011  J  leaving  to  be  paid,  ^  *»'  Z 
$8,708,045.  Of  this  sum  a  ftiiore  of  p«Tf  ^JJ 
the  days  fixed  by  the  terms  of  the  loao,  0!  t^ 
$1,900,000,  has  taken  place;  and  it  u  dosM* 
whether  the  payment  will  be  effected,  NoflJJ 
therefore,  can  be  relied  on  towtrdi  lie  m 
necessary  for  the  third  and  fourth  qw^e^S 
"  las  already  heeni»i«.«* 


year  1814,  than  what  has 
amounting  to  about  $1,800,080.  ^ ^ 

Proposius  were  again  invited  on  w*^ 
August,  for  a  loan  of  six  millioiw  ^^l 
further  execution  of  the  power  conliiowtf 
act  of  the  24th  of  March,  for  borrowiag  w^ 
five  millions.    The  whole  amoaot  ottetc^ 
$2,883,800,  of  which  $100,000  were  at  ttV"^ 
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thBn  SO  per  e«iit^  tnd  92^13^000  were  at  the  rtte 
9f  eigbtjr  doUam  io  money  tor  one  haodred  dol- 
lars of  SIX  per  cent,  stock.  Tbe  remainiDg  som 
>f  9510,300  was  offered  at  Tartoiis  rates,  from  80 
:o  &.  Notwithstaodiiig  the  redoced  rate  at  which 
:he  greater  part  of  tbe  abore  som  was  proposed, 
ret,  as  the  market  price  of  slock  hardly  exceeded 
K)  per  cent.;  as  there  was  no  prospect  of  obtain- 
Dg  the  money  on  better  terms ;  and  as  it  was  in- 
lispensable  for  the  pablic  service,  it  was  deemed 
kdvisable  to  accept  the  sums  offered  at  that  rate, 
nclading  the  sums  offered  at  rates  more  favora- 
>le  to  the  United  States  than  that  here  stated,  the 
vhole  amount  of  the  proposals  accepted  was 
(2,723,300,  and  a  farther  sum  of  9207,000  has 
>een  accepted  at  the  same  rate ;  making  the  whole 
imoant  taken  of  this  loan,  $2,930,300. 

The  annexed  papers,  under  the  letter  C,  relate 
;o  this  loan. 

Some  of  the  persons  who  originally  made  pro- 
>osals  for  this  loan,  which  were  accepted,  hare 
ince  given  notice  that  they  could  not  carry  their 
Koposals  into. execution.    The  sums,  in  relation 

0  which  this  failure  has  taken  place,  amount  to 
1410,000;  and  there  can,  therefore,  be  relied  on 
or  the  proeecds  of  this  loan  only  #2^520,300. 

Moneys  having  heretofore  been  obtained  by  the 
Jnited  States  on  loan  in  Europe  upon  favorable 
crm8,and  the  punctuality  and  fidelity  with  which 
hey  were  repaid  baring  established  their  credit 
here  on  a  firm  and  respectable  footing,  it  was  de* 
ermined,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulties  expe- 
ienced  in  obtaining  at  home  the  sums  requisite 
or  the  pubtic  service,  to  try  the  market  in  that 
[uarter.  To  effect  this  purpose,  the  reouisite 
lowers  and  iostnietions  have  been  given  for  ae- 
rotiating  a  loan  for  six  millions  of  dollars,  as  a 
urther  part  of  tbe  loan  of  twenty-five  millions 
mthorized  by  the  act  of  the  24th  of  March  last ; 
md.  in  order  to  facilitate  this  object,  six  per  cent. 
itocK  to  that  amount  has  been  constituted  and 
ransmitted,  with  directions  for  its  sale,  if  that 
ihall  be  found  the  most  advantageous  mode  for 
>btaining  the  money.  The  result,  however,  of 
his  experimeot  is  not  certain ;  and  the  proceeds, 
n  case  it  should  be^sucoessful,  will  not,  probably, 
tome  into  the  Treasury  in  the  course  of  the  pres- 
ent year  $  they  cannot,  therefore,  be  placed  amohg 
he  resources  of  this  year*  But  as  this  sum  forms 

1  part  of  that  which  was  authorized  to  be  bor- 
'owed,  and  which  will  be  necessary  for  the  ser- 
rice  of  the  present  year,  further  authority  will  be 
equired  from  Congress  for  obtaioinff  this  sum, 
>y  loan  or  otherwise ;  in  which  case  the  proceeds 
)f  the  negotiation  undertaken  in  Eurojie  will  be 
ipplicable  to  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year. 
JYith  a  view  to  avoid  the  inconvenient  increase 
»f  stock  in  the  market,  and  its  consequent  depre- 
tiation,  an  elfort  was  made  to  obtain  temporary 
oans  from  the  banks  by  special  contracts,  but  the 
attempt  was  not  attended  with  success. 

The  amount  of  Treasury  notes  issued  prior  to 
he  let  of  July  last,  under  the  act  of  the  4th  of 
If  arch,  1814)  was  91,3^100;  those  since  issued 
imount  to  $1,512,300.  The  annexed  statement, 
narked  fi^  shows  the  partieulars  relating  to  these 


notes;  and,  in  the  paper  marked  D,  an  account  is 
given  of  those  Treasury  notes  issued  under  the 
act  of  the  25th  of  February,  1813,  which  have 
not  been  heretofore  re|>orted  to  Congress. 

There  are  now  in  circulation  near  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  Treasury  notes ;  of  which,  dur- 
ing the  fourth  gaarter  of  the  present  year,  notes 
for  more  than  four  millions  of  dollars  will  become 
reimbursable.  A  part  of  them  may,  perh8iM|  be 
replaced  by  new  notes,  but  it  is  not  believed  tnaC| 
upon  their  present  footing,  more  than  two  mil- 
lions  and  a  half  of  dollars  can  thus  be  replaced. 
This  would  still  leave  more  than  six  millions  of 
dollars  of  notes  in  circulation ;  which  the  expe- 
rience of  two  years  has  shown  to  be  nearly  as 
large  a  sum,  while  the  other  circulating  paper 
medium  of  the  country  remained  uoembarrassed| 
and  maintained  itself  m  the  public  confidence,  as 
can,  in  their  present  shape,  he  freely  and  easily 
circulated.  Notes  of  a  smaller  denomination  thau 
those  heretofore  issued  have  been  prepared,  and 
will,  probably,  by  passing  into  a  more  numerous 
and  extensive  class  of  the  money  transactions  of 
individuals,  carry  a  greater  quantity  into  circula- 
tion, there  naving  been  already  issued,  since  the 
1st  of  July,  Treasury  notes  amounting  to  91|500,- 
000,  and  it  being  estimated  that  a  further  sum  of 
$2,500,000  may  be  put  in  circulation  previously 
to  the  end  of  the  present  year,  the  amount  esti- 
mated to  be  derived  from  this  source  during  the 
third  and  fourth  quarters  of  the  year  will  be 
$4,000,000. 

I'he  means,  then,  for  meeting  the  demands  upon 
tbe  Treasury  during  the  last  half  of  the  present 
year,  as  now  ascertained,  are  estimated  as  fol- 
lows: 

From  the  revenue       ....     14^840^000 
Loans  luder  the  twen^-flve  million 
•ct; 
Loan  of  ten  millions     •        $1,800,000 
Loan  of  six  millions      •  3,5S0,000 


— -                   VyOAVyVVW 

Treasury  notes  • 

9,100,000 
4,000,000 

And  still  leave  to  be  obtained 

19,160,000 
-      1 1,660.000 

«M,890,000 

The  diffieuhiea  already  experienced  in  obtain- 
ing loans,  and  the  terms  on  which  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  accept  them,  sufficiently  show 
the  propriety  oi  Congress  adopting  effective  meas- 
ures for  procuring  the  sums  still  required  for  the 
service  of  the  residue  of  the  present,  as  well  as 
for  that  of  the  ensuing  year.  . 

The  suspension  of  payments  in  specie,  by  many 
of  the  most  conaiderable  banks  m  the  united 
States,  and  of  those  most  important  in  the  money 
operations  of  the  Treasury,  has  produced,  and  wiU 
continue  to  cause  difficulties  and  embarrassments 
in  those  operations.  The  circulating  medium  of 
the  country,  which  has  consisted  principally  of 
bank  notes,  is  placed  upon  a  new  and  unceitaio 
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footini^;  and  those  diffiealties  and  embarrass* 
ments  will  extend,  in  a|;reater  or  less  degree, 
into  the  pecuniary  operations  of  the  citizens  in 
general.  The  powers  of  Congress,  so  far  as  they 
extend,  will  be  required  to  be  exerted  in  providing 
a  remedy  for  these  erils,  and  in  placing,  if  prac- 
ticable, the  cnrrency  of  the  eoantry  on  a  more 
uniform,  certain,  and  stable  footing. 

If  further  reliance  must  be  had  on  loans,  it  is 
respectfully  suggested  that  additional  inducements 
should  be  offered  to  capitalists  to  advance  their 
money,  bj  affording  an  ample  and  unequiyoeai 
security  for  the  regular  payment  of  the  interest, 
and  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  soch  loans 
as  maybe  obtained.  This  may  be  effected  by 
establishing  an  adequate  revenue,  and  pledging 
the  same  specifically  for  that  purpose. 

It  is  also  submitted,  for  tne  consideration  of 
Congress^  whether  Treasury  notes  might  not,  by 
augmenting  the  rate  of  interest  they  now  bear, 
and  securing  its  payment,  as  well  as  their  even- 
tual reimbursement,  by  an  adequate  revenue 
pledged  for  that  purpose,  be  placed  on  a  footinjg^ 
better  calculated  than  at  present  to  susUin  their 
credit,  encourage  their  circulation,  affd  answer 
with  more  certainty  the  purposes  of  Qovemment 

The  estimates  for  the  service  of  the  year  1815 
liave  not  yet  been  prepared.  It  is  certain,  bow- 
ever,  if  the  war  continues,  that  a  sum  will  be  re- 
quired at  least  equal  to  that  demanded  for  the 
present  ^ ear ;  an<^  under  the  head  of  Public  Debt, 
an  additional  sum,  sufficient  for  the  payment  m 
the  interest  on  the  loans  made  in  the  meantime. 

By  the  plan  of  finance  which  was  adopted  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  this  addi- 
tional sum  would  be  all  tnat  would  be  required 
to  be  raised,  by  new  taxes,  during  the  year  1815, 
except  what  might  be  necessary  to  make  good  a 
deficiency  in  any  of  the  existing  revenues.  Ac- 
cording to  that  plan  of  finance^  the  expenditures 
to  be  covered  by  the  revenue  during  the  year 
1815,  would  be  as  follows: 

;Ki|MDse  of  the  Peace  Estsblishment      •  97,000,000 

tnimmi  on  the  debt  existing 
prior  to  the  war        •       -  91,000,000 

laimsl  en  the  debt  contract- 
ed flinoe  the  war,  inehiding 
Treasury  notes,  end  includ- 
ing the  interest  which  will 
beoome  payable  during  the 
yesr  1816,  on  the  d^t  oon- 
trseted  within  that  year    -    i,000«000 

■     .'  6,MKM)00 


Total 


918,600»000 


The  revenues,  at  now  esublished,  are  estimated  to 
produce,  during  the  year  1816,  the  fbllowing  sums,  vis : 

CfM<oms.-*WhUe  the  whole  navy  of  the  enemy  is  dis- 
possUe  ibr  the  interruption  of  our  trade,  this  source 
of  revenue  cannot  be  very  productive.  From  bonds 
which  will  be  ontstsnding  at  the  couunenoement  of 
the  year  1815,  and  from  the  duties  which  will  accrue 
during  that  yetr,  it  is  estimsted  that  there  will  be 
received  faito  the  Troerory  -       -        •    94,000,000 

valMofpublielttidi      ....        800,000 


JBilifWii/d»lMSiP--TheBeiHiUttbifaifMr 
ftill  amoonfai  into  the  TisssBiy  dning 
the  year  1816^  and  will,  it  ii  bslisTai 
produce  a  net  aiim  ef  - 

Aneam  of  direct  tax  of  1814,  nhich  iri 
be  received  in  1816    .... 

Postage,  and  other  inddentsl  ncmfU  • 

Total  amount 

And  leaving  to  be  provided    • 


vm 


mfiK 


Aggregate 


Towards  making  up  this  sam  of  ^^^i 
continuaooe  of  the  direct  tax  will,  it  k  Uknl 
be  necessary ;  b«i  at  its  present  nte  it  willMis 
duce,  net  to  the  Treasury,  more  tbu  pff^ 

In  order  to  provide  the  rensiiiig  ns  a 
92,700,000,  as  well  as  such  otbersnmiiiBiyk 
deemed  requisite  for  the  objeeu  beRiBbedniv 
gested.  it  will  be  for  Congress  to  eouUer  Mk 
it  would  be  expedient  to  laereue  thii  tUjUftf 
as  the  present  mtemal  dociet;  ssd  abo vhtiMi 
objeeu  of  taxation  may.  for  tbit  ponme,  bi  ntf 
advantageously  resorted  to. 

But,  the  plmi  of  finance  sbore  rdiemd  i«ii- 
sumed.  as  one  of  the  groundi  epos  w^^ 

S ended,  that  loans  might  be  ansedlr  flww 
uring  thecootinnanee  of  the  iiir,fortteiiimt 
of  the  extraordinary  expeises  wombwj J^ 
The  experienee  of  the  presesi  ycir  mas 
ground  to  dmibt  whether  thii  be  V«^l 
least  in  the  shape  in  which  leant  ban  Maiiu- 
erto  attempted.  Nor  is  it  ereo  «««»»»» 
establishiagand  pledging  of  remoa«iet«ta 
the  punctnal  payment  of  tbsisteRitiidtf(» 

ual  reimbursement  of  the  priseiH^J^.^'f 
which  wUl  be  required  Ar&eiirne«tf»ejw 

1816,  would  enable  the  Tie»iiT»*J"2! 
through  Che  medium  of  loans  eftKe^M^^ 

°*^i^  this  view  of  the  subjee^rti  wj^f 
submitted  whether  it  would  if  if  ^^ 
extend  the  provisions  to  beeiite  w^ jj^jl 
of  the  ensuioff  year  befond  f^^^V^. 
this  phin  of  finance,  hitherto  f?^  !JL  flSr 
ing  on  the  war,  so  as  to  pran"^°lT^l!Ml 
tSaii  loans,  for  at  least  a  porm  i^^ 
dinary  exmmditures  oeesHiosea  thenb!.  ^^ 


would  have  a^tejje^^^y^.^^ 


Aer  in  iriiich  he  I**'^^  -,;k 
call  for  new  and  extmnidinaryewmooi"  ^^ 

pare  of  the  naUoo;  and  the  ^^^^^ 
meet  the  expenditures  wbioh  tbeie.  W7 "" 
ought  to  be  provided.  M^sim^'' 

The  resoutoes  of  the  natioB  ^!^^Z^^mi 
they  are  ample,  and  the  oeeaaton  nf»^ 
should  be  brourt  t  into  full  aetiTitr-    ^ 

The  very  expenditures  which  rt»gf  *S 
the  imposition  of  additional  tsxsi,  w  "f^ 
have  ineieased  in  the  cemmnnitjr  tw  ^^ 
discharge  them.  ^ ,      ^.^Jii^ 

The  promptitude  and  ohcsrf«i*«»  wiu 
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pfeiMit  tUDM  ar«  ptid,affQfd  the  hart  |^M|^ 
the  spifit  with  wJuch  the  people  will  meet  meh 
Hands  as  the  interest  and  aattty  of  the  country 
y  reijaire.    A  peopKe  who  hare  not  only  tasted, 

enjoyed  in  their  fall  extent,  the  blessinn  of 
^rty  and  independence,  for  more  than  thirty 
rs,  cannot  consider  any  sacrifices  too  great, 
Ich  are  found  indispensable  to  praserre  them 
Lolate. 

Those  sacr^ces,  howererj  which  may  be  de- 
eded by  the  present  crisis  in  our  affiurs,  will  be 
1  temporary  nature  only;  for,  while  we  may 
ly  calcttiate,  that,  with  the  termination  of  the 
sent  contest,  the  duration  of  which  wUl  be 
vtened  in  proportion  to  the  Tigor  and  imanim- 
-vinth  which  it  is  sustained  on  our  part,  will 
ise  the  ezoenditures  consequent  on  a  state  of 
r,  and  render  no  Umger  necessary  a  contiiM- 
e  of  those  CKtraeedinary  rarennes  established 
>royide  the  supplies  requisite  fiir  that  object, 
may  with  equal  confidence  rely  tkmi  the  gfow- 
reFenue  ansiag  from  the  oMtiMeee  of  a  lew 
aperous  years  of  peace  will  he  fonad  sufficient 
redeem  the  nlec^fes  which  may  have  been 
de  to  the  public  creditors,  and  thus  reliere  the 
pie  fom  these  hoidena  which  times  of  •danger 
i  difiiculties  lendefed  iadispcMable. 
Lil  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

a  W.  CAMPBBLL. 

Treasury  DEPAaTHBHT,  Sept.  23, 1814. 


A. 

tcmeni  ofRpcdpU  wd  FojgmenU  at  the  Thoiur^ 

f  the  Vhited  States  from  t&lwt  Odobcrtfl  the  ^lii 
>ceembtr^  1819. 


h  in  the  Tiessmy,  snlvasl  la  war- 

in|»  1st  October,  laiS    -       -       •  96,978,769  43 

leiTed  kft  the  piOQeeds 

fthecustOBM   -        •3;m,043M 

eare  of  internal  reve* 

jg^m  •       .        -        •  380  68 

Ml  on  patents     -       -         1470  00 

itageoflettezs  -        •        85,000  00 

\  proceeds  of  prises 

aptored    -        .        •      139,468  06 

It  of  the  United  States' 

aline  -        -         6»850  00 

les,  pensJtieB,  and  fl>r- 

Bitores      ...  1,00376 

B8  of  public  lends  f68,040  06 

ia3rmenli  ...         8^10  13 

■    L  '■     .  3,678,666  86 

m  of  916,000,000,  per 

ct  of  8th  Peb^ry,  1813  1,611,870  00 

m  of  97,600,000,  per 

fit  of  3d  August,  1813  3|0t7,336  00 

»aeufy  notss,  per  act 

f  aOih  Jans,  1818     -      101,700  00 

Mwiuy  netes,  per  act 

»f  26th  Febnnry,  1813  3,677,000  00 


^m^mmH^fm 


Aggregate 


0,]197,310  00 
919,856,837  69 


CwUtmd  MiseMmiougMsqmm^baik  Fbmgnand 

Damaik. 


Civil  depsrtment,  proper    . 
Oimnts  snd  miseelianeous  dsimi 
MllStsry  pensioas       ... 
Lighthouse  estsbtishment  - 
Msrine  hospitsl  establishment    - 
Public  bnildiDgs  in  Wsshington,  and 

fimilufeiarthe  Prasi^snt's  Hones 
PrisoneiB  ctf  war         ... 
Boed  Aqb  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio 
Prise  aeaey      -       ,i       •       . 
Mini  JGirtablishment  ... 
Tssding  homes  with  ths  Indians 
Ascertaining  land  titles  in  l40uisianA 
Sunreys  of  public  lends     * 
Otploamtic  department 
Relief  and  protectien  of  Ameiioan 


Txeatiss  with  Mediterranean  Powem 

Total  •       •       .       - 

MUitmry  Expenutppiz 
Militaiy  department  ... 

Naoal  EsqMmett  eiz  .• 
NaTal  department,  sMime  jcarpe,  dipc. 

PubHe  Debt,  vig  .' 
Interest  and  charges     -  9lfM3,763  36 
Reimbursement  of  pon* 
19^  .        .    6,534,838  60 

Balance  in  the  Tressniy,  sniuect  to 
warrant,  31st  December,  1813 


9136,478  66 

33,663  03 

676  34 

7,104  16 

18,869  68 

7,000  00 

64,000  00 

11,88003 

118,668  36 

4^16  41 

1,136  00 

1,786  00 

13^176  08 

19,017  91 

31,017  60 
10,000  00 

9434^866  38 
«,887,7«7  00 

1,848,M6  10 


7,087,994  95 
6,196^74  36 


Aggregate 


*»" 


919,865,337  69 


Statement  of  Sieeipti  and  Payments  at  tke  TVeaauni 
of  the  Vnited  State»9jrom  the  \9t  Jammry  to  tie 
30M  June,  1814. 


f^9*^r>''mt^^ 


Caah  in  the  Treasary,  subject  la  war- 
rant, 1st  Jsnnaiy,  1814  -  .  96>106«474  36 

Received  fo  the  proceeds 
of  the  customs   .        94,183,088  36 

Amem  of  internal  rere- 
nues  and  direct  taxes         4,506  33 


.  3,189,373  40 

3,730  00 

46,000  00 


direettax  • 

Fees  on  patents    . 

Postsge  of  letters  - 

Net  proceeds  of  prises 
esptured   ... 

Pines,  penalties,  and  fbr^ 
ftitures      •       .       • 

Net  moceeds  of  property 
sened,  supposed  to  be- 
long to  A.  Burr  - 

Sales  of  pnUie  Isnds 

Repaymsnls 


83,86179 
1,330  97 


448  00 

640,1966  68 

38,677  93 


LeenaCeeven  and  a  half 

raillieiis,  per  act  of  3d 

August,  1813   .  93^593,666  00 

Lean  of  ten  millions,  per 

act  of  34th  Mar.,  1814   6,087,011  00 


7,078,170  33 
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^^9^^^^^^     ^^M      V^^^D     ^B    W^wV^OT^w^v# 


TretfUT  notett  par  aet 

ofS6«hFebniU7,1813    1,070,000  00 
TrMkfury  iiotei»  per  aet 

of  4th  Much,  1814    •    1,899,100  00 


Aggregate 


12,141,776  00 
924,416,490  59 


Civiland  Mueeiimeout  JB^poMev,  hoik  Femgm  and 

I}otn€9ite» 


CitU  department,  poper    - 
Granti  and  miaceUaneons  daima 
Militaiy  peoaiotta       ... 
Lti^t-honae  eatabitahment  - 
Marine  hoapital  eatabluhment     • 
Furniture  fat  the  Preaident'a  Honae 
Priaoneri  of  war         ... 
Road  from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio 


money       -        -       -       - 
Mint  eatabhahment     •        •        • 
Trading  honaea  with  the  Indiana 
Aaeertaining  land  titlea  in  Loniaiana 
Sorreya  of  public  Unda 
Sunrey  of  the  ooaat  of  the  United  Statea 
Payment  to  Georgia  for    Miaaianppi 

landa 

Bounty  to  the  owneri,  fte^  of  piitmto 

armed  ▼oaMla  -       -       -       - 
Prtvateor  penaion  fund 
Diplomatic  department 
Relief  and  protection  of  American 


Treatiea  with  Mediterranean  Powera 
Contingent  ezpenaea  of  foreign  inter- 

oonrae    •        -        .       .        . 
Claima  on  France      ... 


9671,706  91 

144,194  99 

47,424  27 

66^9  12 

24,697  69 

2,000  00 

199,000  00 

26,924  67 

108,069  60 

8,125  44 

8,044  86 

2,767  67 

6^167  07 

8,127  60 

96,222  94 

4^800  00 
60,000  00 
87,149  26 

14,016  26 
8,800  00 

12,720  85 
2,626  00 


$1,444,062  60 
11,210,288  00 


Total 

Jfiltlary  JBa^pmaet,  via 
Military  department  .       •       - 

Naval  ExpmBtBt  ota  9 
Naval  Department,  marine  corpa,  dbc.    4,012,899  90 

FubUe  DAU  ^ 
Intereat  and  chargea      -  1,539,080  09 
Raimburaemant  of  prin- 
cipal -       .  -  1«487,500  68 

8,026,680  77 

Balance  in  the  Treaauiy,  aubject  to 
wanant,  30th  June,  1614  -    -       -    4,722,639  32 

924,416,420  59 


B. 

Tbsasuby  Depabtbcbnt, 

AprU  4, 1814. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  Coogreaa,  paased  on  the 
Mth  day  of  Mareh^  1814,  the  President  of  the 
United  Statea  is  aothorized  to  borrow,  on  the 
credit  of  the  United  States,  a  aum  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  millions  of  dollars ;  and,  wbereaa,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  did,  by  an  act  or 
commission,  under  his  hand,  dated  the  20th  day  of 
March.  1814,  authorize  and  empower  the  Seere- 
Ury  of  the  Treasury  to  borrow,  on  behalf  of  the 


United  States,  the  aforeaaid  anmef  tvestf-iit 
millions  of  doUars^  or  any  part  ihcietfpsnu 
to  the  act  of  Congreaa  above  recited: 

Notice  is  therefore  hereby  gives,  that  pra^ 
sals  will  be  received  by  the  Seniny  of  ik 
Treasury,  until  the  2d  day  of  M^  wat,  /raa 
any  person  or  persona,  body  or  bodm  eipoiaiei 
wbomayolfer,  for  themaelveaora(kri.iolosi 
to  the  United  States,  on  account  and  ia  fvt  of 
the  aforesaid  sum  of  twenty-five  millioiitf dol- 
lars, the  sum  of  ten  mtlUoiis  of  doUia.vuj 
part  thereof,  not  less  than  twenty-life  iMosd 
dollars. 

The  stock  to  be  issued  for  the  momj  loici. 
will  bear  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.  pertBm, 
payable  quarter  yearly;  anil  the  proponb  not 
distinctly  state  the  anomt  of  moaeyofferris 
be  loaned,  and  the  rate  at  which  the  afonsij 
stock  will  be  received  for  the  same. 

The  amount  loaned  is  to  be  paid  istoabui 
or  banks  authorized  by  the  Tressarf ,  in  iuit- 
ments,  in  the  following  manner,  viz: 

One-fourth  part,  or  twenty-five  doUin  os  ad 
hundred  dollars,  on  the  twenty-fifth  dsf  of  Ibr 
next. 

And  one-fourth  part  on  theSSth  di?of«k 
of  the  ensuing  months  of  June,  July,  wd  AvpA 
next 

On  the  day  fixed  lor  the  paymeai  of  uf  lea)* 
ment  after  the  first,  all  the  remaining  insulnaB 
may  be  paid. 

The  sum  loaned  in  to  be  paid  istosKl  w 
or  banks  as  may  be  motuaily  eoDveiiai  lo  ik 
lender  and  to  the  Qovemment,  ia  theSattvheR 
the  lender  resides,  if  desired  by  him.  T^Pp* 
posals  must  state  the  bank  or  banks  iaiov^^ 
the  lender  may  desire  to  make  the  psfDCDt!. 

If  proposals,  differing  in  tcnas  fnMB  oneti^ 
ther,  should  be  accepted,  the  eptioa  wiil  beii- 
lowed  to  any  persons  whose  fiofoah  aufn 
accepted,  of  uking  the  terms  sttNPed  to  tff  otto 
person  whose  proposals  mar  ietceepted. 

No  proposals  will  be  receired  for  ttnoilen  than 
twenty-five  thousand  dollus;  bai  tcomm^on 
of  one-fourth  of  one  per  centiriU  be  iUow«dtt 
any  person  collecting  subaenplioQS  fortbepv* 
pose  of  incorporating  them  in  one  proposal,  to  ue 
amount  of  twenty-fiTc  thousand  doUan,orv|P' 
wards,  provided  such  proposal  shall  be  accepin. 

If  proposals  shall  be  made,  anoanttng  t^v 
to  a  greater  sum  than  that  reqoired,ihe  p(^ 
ence  will,  on  equal  terms,  be  given  to  ^^^"^ 
bv  persons  who  were  subacribers  to  the  Ion* 
eleven  milliona,  in  the  year  1818.  .  ' 

On  failure  of  payment  of  any  iatttlaa^  ■ 
next  preceding  inatalment  to  be  forfipited-       j 

Scrip  certificates  will  be  issued  bf  tbt  <» 
iers  of  the  banks  where  the  payneaU  fn^Jj 
made,  to  the  persons  making  the  W^^^^j^ 
the  said  cashiers  will  endorse  oa  the  c^i^  j 
the  payments  of  the  several  iastalBKDtt.  *^  j 
made. 

The  scrip  certificates  will  be  •»^^jZ 
dorsement  and  delivery }  and  will  be  ^^^^Z 
the  completion  of  the  payments,  upon ^i 
tion  by  the  proprietori  to  the  ConiBi^" 
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ms  for  the  SCite  where  the  ptyments  hare 
a  made. 

*he  fooded  stock  to  he  thus  issued,  will  he  ir- 
iemable  aatil  the  31st  day  of  December,  1826; 
.  be  transferable  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
!r  funded  stock  of  the  United  States ;  and  will 
sharp^ed  for  the  regular  and  qaarterly  pay- 
it  or  its  interest^  and  for  the  nitimate  reim- 
tement  of  its  principal,  upon  the  annual  fund 
ight  millions  of  dollars,  appropriated  for  the 
ment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  debt 
he  United  States,  in  the  manner  pointed  out 
he  aforewid  act  of  the  24th  of  March.  1814. 
GEO.  W.  CAMPBELL, 
Secretary  of  the  TYeanay. 


Bo. 


Washinotoii,  ith  1IKK  20tKf  1814. 

LfiepacTBD  Friend  :  I  will  loan  to  the  Qoy* 
nent  of  the  United  States  fire  millions  of  dol- 
,  reeeiTittg  one  hundred  doUirs  six  per  cent. 
ik  for  each  eighty-eight  dollars  paid ;  and  will 
the  money  in  the  proportions,  and  at  the  pe- 
ls, mentioned  in  thy  advertisement  of  the  4th 
Ipril,  to  their  credit,  in  such  banks  in  the  Uni- 
States  as  may  be  agreeable  to  thee. 
In  the  payment  of  each  instalment,  and  satis- 
tory  assurances  for  the  payment  of  the  others, 
ded  stock  to  be  Staued.  It  being  understood 
I  agreed  that,  if  terms  more  favorable  to  the 
aers  be  allowed  for  any  part  of  the  twenty- 
!  raillions  authorized  to  be  borrowed  the  pres- 
t  year,  the  same  terms  are  to  be  extended  to 
i  contract. 

?he  commission  of  one  quarter  of  one  per  cent, 
ntioned  in  thy  advertisement,  to  be  allowed 
on  the  amount  loaned. 

9^ith  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  am  thy  is- 
ed  friend, 

JACOB  BARKER. 
rhe  Hon.  Q.  W.  Campbbli*, 

Secretary  of  the  Treanary. 


Bb. 
Trbasurt  Department, 

May  2)  1814. 

Sir  :  The  terms  upon  which  the  loan  has  been 
iduded,  are  as  follows,  viz : 
Bightv-eight  dollars  in  money  for  each  hun- 
id  dollars  in  stock ;  and  the  United  States  en- 
;e,  if  any  part  of  the  sum  of  twenty-five  mil- 
Ds  of  dollars,  authorized  to  be  borrowed  by  the 
:  of  the  24th  of  March.  1814,  is  borrowed  upon 
ms  more  favorable  to  the  lenders,  the  benefit 
the  same  terms  shall  be  extendea  to  the  per^ 
18  who  may  then  hold  the  stock,  or  any  part  of 
issued  for  the  present  loan  of  ten  millions, 
your  proposal  of  the  30th  of  April,  1814,  for 
,000,000  of  the  loan,  having  been  at  the  above 
;e,  or  at  a  rate  more  favorable  than  the  above 
the  United  States,  has  been  accepted  $  and  you 
II  please  to  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  on  the  25xh 
y  of  the  present  month,  into  the  bank  or  banks 
u  have  named,  or  into  such  as  you  shall  name 


to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  receipt 
of  this  letter,  twenty-five  per  cent.,  or  one-fourth 
pjart  of  the  sum  above  stated,  pursuant  to  the  no* 
tification  from  this  department,  of  the  4th  of  April 
last,  and  the  remaining  instalments  on  the  days 
fixed  in  the  said  notification.  You  will  be  pleased, 
also,  on  or  before  the  25th  of  May,  to  furnish  the 
cashier  or  cashiers  of  the  bank  or  banks  where  the 
payments  under  your  proposal  are  to  be  made, 
with  the  nimes  of  the  persons  in  whose  behalf 
the  proposal  has  been  made,  and  the  sums  pay- 
able by  each. 

The  commission  of  one-fourth  of  one  per  cent 
will  be  paid  from  the  Treasury  aAer  the  payment 
of  the  first  instalment,  on  the  25th  day  of  the 
present  month. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours,  dbc. 

G.  W.  CAMlPBELL^ 

Secretary  of  the  Treaeury. 

Jacor  Barker,  Esq.,  2<kw  York. 

A  similar  letter  was  addressed  to  the  persons 
undermentioned,  who  made  pro|x>sals  for  the  sums 
set  against  their  names,  respectively : 

Peleg  Tallman.  Bath.  Maine    *  -      •26»000 

Levi  Cutter,  Portland  do.        -        -        -         94,000 
John  Woodman,  do.  ...        60,000 

Henry  8.  Langdon,   Portsmouth,    New 

Hampshire  •-.•-.  40,000 
John  W.  Tretdwell,  Salem,  Maasachu 

aeCIs 416,166 

Jhomaa  Pttkins,  Salem,  Maasaehuaella   -         S5,000 
William  Gray,  Boelon     ....       107/100 

Samuel  Dana,    do 96,000 

Jesaa  Putnam,    do 67,000 

AmoeBinney,   do.         .        •       •       •         06^000 
Nathan  Waterman,  jr.,  Provideaco,  Rhode 

Uand 

Jamea  D'WoU;  Briatol    - 
John  R.  Shearman,  Newport  - 
Elisha  Tracy,  Norwich,  Connecticat 
Michael  Shepherd,  Har^rd      do. 
Abraham  Biahop,  New  Haven  do. 
John  Taylor,  Albany 
Alamon  Douglas,  Troy    - 
Smith  and  Nicoll,  New  York 
Harmon  Hendricks^    do. 


Q.  B.  Vroom,  do. 

Samuel  FlewweOing  do. 

Jacob  Baiker  do. 

Whitehead  Pish         do. 

Guy  Biyan,  Philadelphia 

ThoBBaa  Newman,      do. 

Samuel  CarsweU,        do. 

Paul  Beekp  jr.,  do. 

Wm.  Patterson  dt  Sons, 

George  T.  Dunbar, 

Jamea  Cox, 

Dennis  A.  Smith, 

Samuel  Eliot,  jr,  Washington 

Alexander  Kerr,         do. 

W.Jone8,lbr  Navy  and  Privateer  Pension 

Funds,  Washington     - 
William  Whann,  Washmgton 
Anthony  C.  Cazenove,  Alexandria 
Chariea  B.  Cochran,  Charleston,  South 


do. 
do. 
do. 


36,800 

100,000 

86,000 

00,000 

S6,000 

26,000 

160,000 

60,000 

80,000 

43,000 

600,000 

367,800 

6^000,000 

860,000 

60^000 

108,000 

88,000 

50,000 

60^000 

101,000 

71,900 

300,000 

100,000 

38,000 

200/K)0 
43,000 
30,000 

360^000 
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P»nd  Alexander,  Charleitsii,  fionUi  C«io- 

tina 60,000 

John  Lukins,  Charleston^  South  Carolina,  70,000 

Thomas  W.  Bacot,  do.             do.           -  115,000 

James  Taylor,  Newport,  Kentucky  -       -  1^,000 

$9,8S«,050 


There  was  subsequently  offisred,  and  accepted,  pro- 
posaJs  by  the  undermentioned  peisons,  for  the  follow- 
ing sums,  TK : 

William  Whann,  Washington         -        -    $190,000 

Do.  do.  -        -       200,000 

Robert  C.  Jennings,  Richmond,  Virginia  -       17(1^000 

$500,000 


C. 

Tbiasuvt  DiPAaricMT, 

Jidy  25, 1814. 

Notice  it  hereby  gireOi  that  proposnls  wiU  be 
received  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  until 
the  22d  day  of  August  nex^  for  loaning  to  the 
Uniied  States  the  sum  of  sir  miUiafu  ordollars, 
or  any  part  thereof,  not  less  than  twoity-five  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  the  same  being  in  part  of  the 
sum  of  twenty-UTe  millions  of  dollars  authorized 
to  be  borrowed  by  tbe  act  of  Congress  of  the  Sith 
day  of  March  last* 

The  stock  to  be  issued  for  the  money  loaaed, 
will  bear  an  uMteat  of  six  mt  eeat.  pec  aQMin, 
payable  quarter  yearly ;  and  the  prapeaals  most 
dJetiactly  state  the  amount  of  «onay  offeted  to 
be  loaned,  and  the  rate  at  whieh  tlw  albreaaid 
niotfk  will  be  receired  for  the  saaK. 

The  amount  loaaed  is  to  be  f^Ai  into  a  bank 
or  banks  authorized  by  the  Treasury,  in  iasfal- 
ments  in  the  following  manner,  riz: 

Ofle-fourth  part,  or  tweaty^fire  doflars  ou  each 
fauadred  dollars,  on  the  tenth  day  of  fljeptember 
uexL 

And  one-fourth  part  on  the  tenth  day  of  each 
of  the  ensuing  months,  of  October,  Norember,  and 
Defiember  next. 

On  the  day  fixed  for  the  payment  of  the  first, 
m  auy  other  instalment, all  ihe  remaiaiag  ii^taJ* 
/ments  may  be  paid  at  the  opiioa  of  (he  if  odor. 

Tk0  proposals  must  state  the  banks  iaAo  which 
Iba  leader  may  desire  to  make  his  paytnettts ;  aad 
ke  will  be  allowed  to  make  tfaem  aeeordiog  to  Us 
wisbes,  thus  expressed,  in  all  cases  where  the  cao- 
veaience  of  the  Treasury  will  permit. 

The  same  terms  will  be  allowed  to  all  whose 
proposals  are  accepted. 

No  proposals  will  be  received  for  a  sum  less 
thao  twenty-fire  thousand  dollars ;  but  a  commis- 
sion of  one-fourth  of  one  per  cent,  will  be  allowed 
to  any  person  collecting  subscriptions  for  the  pur- 
pose ofincorporatine  them  in  one  proposal  to  the 
amount  of  twenty-nve  thousand  dolUra^  or  up- 
wards, provided  such  proposal  shall  be  accepted. 

On  failure  of  payment  of  any  instalment,  the 
next  preceding  instalment  to  be  ibrfaited. 

All  the  instalments  must  be  paid  at  the  same 


bank  as  that  at  which  the  fint  inmlneit  M 
be  paid. 

Scrip  certificates  will  he  iaaoed  br  ik  oMtt 
of  the  oanks  where  the  psymsDUikl  htuk 
to  the  persons  making  the  ptyiMi;  tod  tk 
said  cashiers  will  endorse  on  toaeco&ieua  ik 
payments  of  the  several  iDstalaeitiibiiude 

The  scrip  certificates  will  lyi  anifHUi  bf  » 
dorsement  and  delivery,  sod  will  be  Wilis 
the  completion  of  the  payments,  opn  pmn- 
tion  to  the  Commtasionersof  LaiMliHQiSiiie 
where  the  payments  have  bees  aide. 

Certificate  of  fanded  stock  will  ibobewi, 
if  the  holders  of  scrip  certifieitei  tbill  dessk, 
for  the  amount  of  any  iostslment  piiiiltfftt 
payment  of  the  next  socceeding  iosalimi 

The  funded  stock  to  be  thui  isoed  will  ^v- 
redeemable  till  after  theSlst  dijofDceok 
18S6 ;  will  be  UaasfemUe  in  thenoe  buhi 
the  other  funded  stock  ef  tbeUsiieiSntoi"^ 
will  be  charged  for  the  ngBUrandoiitttcilff 
meat  of  its  interest,  and  ki  tbtuomteRS 
bufsement  of  its  principal,  npsi  tkeuMulSs 
of  eight  millions  of  doliafs  sp ptopmid  is^ 
payment  of  the  principsl  and  inliRrt  oftkev 
of  the  United  States «a  iktmuam^^^ 
the  aforesaid  act  of  the  SAth  sri(iKk,lSli 

G.  W.  CAMPBELL, 

Co. 

Sia:  I  will  take  eighteen  biu^^ 
doUars  of  the  six  mUlions  losn,  at  ih^m^fixi 
percent.  The  periods  of  psjrowit  to  besoA^ 
Formiiy  with  your  advertitsBCSt  for  pfi^^ 
and  the  banks  into  whick  thefiyna;%" 


made,  are  the  Bankof  Pcnssrlfun 
chanics'  Bsnk  of  Baltimore. 


I 


sw, 


obiiiaS' 


with  grfat  reip«e^  J^ 

ftiSMlTH, 
a.  W.  CAlllPBBL^  Esq.,  SbM  ^^' 


servant. 


Cb. 

Sib:  That  part  of  the  Iw ^  "^"Sb 
dolUrs  for  whiah  tbe  pr<^K)isbi^««^^ 
been  taken  at  therateof  eigfatjdoilin,»B^ 
for  one  hundred  dollars  in  stoek.  xo«  Pr 

for dollars  being  ai  ihst  «tt^«i^ 

favorable  for  the  Unked  Siaiei  bMt«"*S 
and  you  wiU  be  pleased  to  mik»  l<^fZk 
into  the  Unk  or  banks  specified  la  joar  ^T 
in  the  manner,  and  at  tke  ti»»  •**^,iliii 
lie  notification.  But  as  some ^h^Z^ 
which  is  doubtless  kaowa  to  Y^^^^ 
ably  taken  place  in  advising  I^^tJ^ 
of  your  propoiaL  the  tot  ptf  m^^'^yi,* 


the  publie  notification.    Thii,  ^^^lygt 
affect  the  subsequent  iAltsi«len^  v^"" 
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Siaie  of  the  Sinking  f\md. 


lelessy  to  be  paid  on  the  days  already  fixed,  riz: 
10th  day  of  the  montht  of  October,  NoTem- 
and  December. 

*he  same  causes  which  hare  oecasiooed  a  de* 
in  adrisiog  you  of  the  acceptance  of  your  pro- 
il.  will  perhaps  reader  it  impossible  to  place 
scrip  certificates  in  the  hands  of  cashiers  of 
banks  where  the  payments  are  to  be  made,  by 
time  at  which  the  first  instalmeni  will  be  pay- 
!.  If  this  should  be  the  case,  you  will  please 
receive  from  the  cashier  his  receipt  for  the 
»unt  which  yon  nay  pav,  to  be  sooscquently 
banged  for  a  scrip  cartincate,  when  those  pa- 
B  shall  be  readv  for  delivery, 
am,  respectfttUy,  sir.  your  obedient  -servant, 

Q.  W.  CAMPBELL, 
Sgetdkurp  cfihe  Treamary. 

^he  above  letter  was  addressed  to  the  follow- 
persons,  who  made  proposals  for  the  sums  af- 
id  to  their  names  respectively,  viz : 

liamRiee,  Portsmouth  New  Hampshire  $43,000 

iiy  8.  LangdoD,  do.  -       .       •       .  86/)00 

iiaa  Stetson,    Boston        ...  d7»000 

le  Putnam,        do.  •       -       -       •  16,000 
than  Wateimstt*  jn»  Providenee  Bhode 

■land 10,000 

n  8.  Sbeaiman,  Newport,  do.     -  35,000 

n  Savage,  Philadelphia      -       -       -  240,000 

lliam  W.  Smith,     do.       •        -       -  100,000 

Uiam  Patterson  and  Sons,  Baltimore  -  70,000 

onis  A.  Smith,         do.       -       •       -  1,800,000 

aes  L.  Hawkins,      do.      -       -       -  16,000 

da  P.  Van  Ness,  and  others,  Wuhingtoa  301,000 

rid  English,  Georgetown    ...  36,000 

in  Lukens,  Charleston        ...  47,300 

dTge  M.  Deaderick,  Nashville      -       •  60,000 

$3^798,300 


3IBE 


Pfaere  has  be«a  siibee^eatly  offeved,  ««d  ae^ 
^ted)  proposals  ftttn  the  undermentioned  per- 
is, for  the  fdlowing  sums,  viz  : 
orge  T.  Dulibar,  BalUmore         -       -        120,000 
ement  Sinidi,  Georgetown  -       .       -         87,000 

9807,000 

Of  the  persons  who  originally  made  proposals, 
e  followmg  have  given  notice  that  they  ccNila 
It  carry  them  into  eSSect : 
hn  Savage,  PhiMskpfaia  -  -  -  9340^000 
imam  W.  Smitii,  do.  -  «  •  100/KM> 
'imam  PattsrsoB  aad«otts,  BakfaMSe  •         TO^OOi 

f4ld^ 


SINKING  FUND. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  February  6»  1816.] 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  re- 
)ectfully  report  to  Congress  as  follows : 
That  the  measures  whieh  have  been  authorized 
f  the  Board,  subsequent  to  their  last  report)  of 
M  5th  of  Februarv,  1814,  so  far  as  the  same 
ave  been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  re- 


g>rt  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  thli 
oard,  dated  the  sixth  day  of  the  present  month, 
and  in  the  statements  therein  referred  to,  which 
are  herewith  tran8mitted,and  prayed  to  be  received 
as  part  of  this  report. 

JOHN  QAILLARD, 

Fresident  of  (he  Smote,  pro  Um. 

JAMES  MONROE, 

Acting  Secretary  qf  State* 

A.  J.  DALLAS^ 
Secretary  qfihe  TVeotnry. 

WAgBiMGTOit,  ik&nMiry  6^  ISlfitt 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  resjiectfully  re- 
ports totbe  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund — 

That  the  balanee  of  moneys  adTanced  on  account  of 
the  public  debt,  rsmaioing  unexpended  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1813,  and  applicable  to  peyments  fidling 
due  after  that  year,  whica  balance,  as  appears  by  the 
■tatement  B,  annexed  to  the  laist  annual  report, 
amounted  to  ....      9336,836  04 

Together  with  snzns  disbursed  iW>m 
&  Treasury  during  the  year  1813, 
on  account  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  the  public  aebc,  which  sums, 
ss  appears  by  the  statement  C,  an- 
nexed to  the  last  annual  report, 
amounted  to         ....    11,110,11743 

Together  with  a  ihrther  sum  arising 
from  profit  in  etchinge  on  remit- 
tances from  America  to  Europe,  du- 
ring the  year  1813^  amounang,  as 
appears  by  the  statement  D,  an- 
nexed to  the  last  annu- 
al report,  to        •        «  $98,403  06 

From  whidi  is  to  be  de* 
ducted,  as  explained  in 
the  note  to  the  state- 
aMBt  B«  annesed  le 
this  report,  the  sum  of      6,803  30 

*  93;M3  86 

And  with  a  ftulbar  snmybemg  the  di^ 
fvence  between  the  pnndpal  of 
•todL  purchased  during  the  year 
1813,  and  the  money  paid  lor  the 
■ame,  of I«803  34 


And  amounting,  tofsther,  to    •       -  f  llyMO,006  67 

i 1^.1 

Have  been  accounted  for  in  in  the  fidlowing  bmii» 

neTfVis: 

L  There  was  repaid  into  the  Treasoiy,  during  the  year 
181^  on  account  of  the  piiadpal  of  monsp  hereto- 
fore advanced  for  the  payment  of  the  paUio  debt,  as 
appears  by  the  statement  E,  annexed  to  the  last  an- 
nual report,  the  sum  of  -  $3,003  43 

n.  The  sums  actually  applied  during 
the  year  1813,  to  the  payment  of  tbe 

Sondpal  and.  interest  of  the  public 
ebt,  as  ascilrtained  by  accounts 
rendered  to  the  Treasury  Depart* 
ment,  amounted,  as  will  sppear  by 
the  annexed  statement  A,  to  ten 
millions  seven  hundred  and  seTcnty- 
lix  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  dollan  forty-nine  cents, 
vis: 
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StaU  cfthe  Sinlang  JVfuL 


1.  In   reambunement 

of  the   principal  of 

the  pabUc  debt       -  $7,177,43S  27 
S.  On  wScoont  of  the 

intereet  mnd  charges 

on  the  Mune  -        -    3»S99,455  S3 


IIL  The  balance  remaining  unezpend* 
ed,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1813, 
and  applicable  to  payments  fiJling 
due  after  that  year,  as  ascertained 
by  acconnts  rendered  to  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  amosntad,  as  will 
appear  by  the  annexed  statement 
B,to 


10,776,887  49 


761,305  76 


^llfi40/m  67 


That,  during  the  year  1814,  the  following  disburse- 
ments were  made  out  of  the  Treasury,  on  account  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  vix : 
1.  On  account  of  the  interest  and  re- 
imbursement of  the  funded  domes- 
tic debt         ..... 
S.  On  account  of  the  principal  and 
interest  of  temporary  loans,  tIs  : 
Reimbursement  of  prin- 
cipal       .        -        -  S50,000  00 
Payment  of  interest     •    67,798  90 


•4,937,461  38 


3.  On  account  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  Treasunr  notes 

4.  On  account  of  the  interest  on  Lou- 
isiana stock,  payable  in  Europe     - 


307,798  90 

3,979,783  40 

161,847  06 


Amounting,  together,  as  will  appear  by 
the  annexed  list  of  warrants,  marked 
C,to 


$8,386,880  69 


Which  disbursemenu  were  made  oat  of  the  following 
Auds,  Tiz: 

L  From  tiie  balance  of  the  annual  appropriation  of 
eight  millions  of  dollan  for  the  year  1818,  remaining 
unexpended  at  the  end  of  that  year,  whidi  balance 
amounted,  as  stated  in  the  last  an- 
nual report,  to       -       •       -       . 

IL  From  the  ftinds  constituting  the 
annual  appropriation  of  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars  for  the  year  I814» 


443,364  11 


Fimn  the  fund  arising  from  the  interest 
on  the  debt  transferred  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  as 
per  statement,  I        $3,003,496  64 

From  the  fond  arising 
from  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  pub- 
lic lands,  being  the 
amount  receiYed  into 
the  Treasury  from 
the  1st  of  October, 
1813,  to  the  30ih  of 
September,  1814,  as 
persUUmentK,    -    1,031,068  19 

From  the  proceeds  of 
duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merehan- 
dOse,  importod,  and 


on  the    tonnage  of 


4,683,736  10 


Which  sum  of   -       -97,668;n9  83 

Being  deducted  from 
the  annual  appropri- 
ation of  -  -    8,000,000  00 


PfiSB;^!^ 


IieaTCs  an  undrawn 
balance,  to  be  applied 
in  addition  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the 
year  1816,  of  - 


341,710  17 


nL  From  repayments  into  the  Tm- 
sniy,  on  account  of  meiifjihnrts- 
fore  adTancod  for  the  payoMBtef  i»- 
terest  on  the  Louinana  stock  in 
Kurope,  and  for  the  payment  of  tlit 
principal  and  interest  of  Tieuaiy 
notes,  as  will  appear  by  the  an- 
nexed statement  £ 


fS^a 


%fl»,m» 


That  the  disbursements  sbofe  mca- 
tioned,  together  with  the  bslance 
above  stated,  which  remained  qa- 
expended  at  the  end  of  the  jht 
1813,  of 

Together  with  a  ftirther  sum  ariong 
from  profit  in  exchange,  on  xenit- 
tances  fit>m  America  to  Eo^i 
made  in  the  year  1814,  and  amoont- 
Ing,  as  appears  by  the  anaeifd 
statement  U,  to     - 

Making  together 


7I1,>M75 


1M17« 


WiU  be  accounted  for  in  ih»witmuljV^^ 
oonformitT  with  the  aceounta  wiuch  ibJf  tta )»« 
bean  randered  to  the  Treasniy  IHp«*f*\a  rt. 
That,  in  the  meantime, the  wf?«™?^ 
said  sum  has  been  nppUed  is  <^i*""       JL«,t 
L   The  repayments  into  tha  l^^JT,. 
of  the  ^dp^ofmonejuti»«^}'^J^ 
ment  of  interest  on  the  ^«J*  "^^^ 
and  for  the  payment  of  V^^ZT^m 
Treasury  notes,  hsTO  amoontad, jwwil  «•  / 
1814,  as  by  the  aboTe^nentiooad  ^ 

statement  B,  to     -       -  ^^ 

n  The  sums  actually  applied,  dnrav 
the  year  1814,  to  the  principal  awl 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  an  aM* 
mated  as  foUows: 
1.  Paidinreiittbnisenientofdiapiift; 
cipalofpubUcdebt   $4,388,735  90 
3.  Paid  on  account  «f 
intereet  and  charges 
on  the  eame  -        -     4,e86,3«  M 


As  will  appear  by  the  annexed  atala- 
menlF         -       .       -      -      " 

m.  The  balance  which  remained  un- 
expended at  the  end  of  tha  y«tf 
1814,  and  appUcable  to  paymanta 
foiling  due  after  that  year, »  «^ 
ted,  per  annexed  statement  0>  M  * 


8^' 
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htcnaae  if  Ube  ilfiSilary  BtMiiiUkmad^ 


Tbaty  affMtbljF  to  Uk«  tafn*  of  Uw  conttMli  bj 
bich  oortein  tempomy  loom  bftd  herotoforo  boon  oIh 
Ined,  undor  tho  malhoritj  of  the  act  of  the  14th  of 
arch,  1812,  the  inetahnenti  of  the  foUowing  loons, 
hich  become  poyoble  in  the  year  1814,  were  duly 
id  at  the  timea  when  they  respectiTely  became 
y  able,  yiz : 

>  the  Bank  of  Baltimore,  on  the 

1 6th  NoTember,  1814    -       -        -      $100,000  00 

>  the  State  Bank,  at  Charleston,  on 

the  let  December,  1814  •         160,000  00 

9350,000  00 


Two  iofUlmeDU  of  (250,000  each,  which  be- 
Line  payable  on  the  16th  and  3l8t  December, 
)14,  to  the  State  Bank,  Boston,  were  not  paid, 
having  been  impracticable,  in  consequence  of 
le  g^enerai  suspension  of  payments  in  specie,  by 
te  banks,  to  transfer  the  amount  from  those  banks 
1  mrhich  the  moneys  of  the  Treasury  were  de- 
>sited,  to  Boston,  where  the  payment  was  to  be 
Ade,  and  equally  impracticable  to  obtain  tbe 
oney  on  the  spot  for  that  purpose. 
That,  during  the  year  1814|  and  on  tbe  1st  of 
inuary,  1815,  Treasury  notes  became  payable 
n  addition  to  those  payable  in  the  months  of 
inaary  and  February,  1814,  for  the  payment  of 
hich  money  waa  advanced  in  the  year  1813,  as 
ated  in  the  annual  report  of  February,  1814) 
nouDting  to  $5,357,300.  Of  these,  there  was 
lid,  or  money  aovanced  from  the  Treasury  for 
leir  payment,  not^s  amounting  to  9^^558,100,  at 
le  times  and  places  stated  in  the  annexed  state- 
len  t,  marked  Li.  From  the  same  causes  as  those 
>o  ve  stated,  which  prevented  the  reimbursement 
r  ihe  temporary  loans  (layable  to  the  State  Bank, 
ostoD,  it  was  impractickble  to  provide  at  the 
'reasury  for  the  payment  of  the  remainder  of  the 
boTe  mentioned  notes ;  and  they  remain  unpaid, 
mounting  to  $2,799,200.  The  times  when,  and 
16  places  at  which,  they  became  payable,  are 
xhibited  in  the  annexed  autement,  marked  M. 

For  the  payment  of  the  dividend  on  thedemea- 
Ic  funded  debt,  payable  at  the  Loan  Office  in  Mas- 
ichusetts.  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1814,  the 
/ommissioner  of  Loans  was  furnished  with  a 
raft  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
Uate  Bank,  Boston,  he  having  at  that  time  a 
ciuch  larger  sum  than  was  necessary  for  this  ob- 
ect.  deposited  to  his  credit  in  that  bank.  Tbe 
Iraft  was,  neyertheless,  refused  payment  by  the 
•ank,  except  upon  the  condition  of  payiag  tbe 
mblic  creditors,  whose  dividends  amouAted  to 
me  hundred  dollars,  or  upwards,  in  Treasury 
lotes  \  and  tbe  payment  to  such  of  the  creditoro, 
IS  have  been  paid,  is  understood  to  have  been 
nade  in  that  way. 

For  the  payment  of  the  dividend^  payable  at 
he  same  Loan  Office,  on  the  Ist  day  of  January 
i815,  the  Treasury  was  unable,  from  the  causes 
ibove  stated,  to  make  any  other  .provision  than 
hat  of  Treasury  notes ;  and  such  of  the  public 
creditors, as  have  received  their  dividend:!  payable 
hat  day,  at  that  Loan  offii;^,  have  been  paid  in 
hose  notes. 


A  statement  marked  H,  is  anncsed,  exhibiting 
the  amount  of  stock  transferred  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  standing  to  their 
credit  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  on  tbe  3l8t 
December,  1814. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

A.  J.'DALLAS, 
Secretary  <^  the  TVeoniry. 
FSBROART  6, 1815. 

[The  tabular  statements  are  omitted.] 


IMPROVEMENT  AND  INCREASE  OF  THE 
MILITART  ESTABLISHMENT. 

[Oommnnicated  to  Ihe  Senate,  November  5, 1814.3 

SfiNATfi'a  Committee  Cbimbbr, 

September  23, 1814. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the 
committee,  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  accompanying  resolution,  I  do  myself  the 
boQor  to  ask  information  from  you  upon  the  fol- 
lowing  points: 

1st.  What  are  the  defecU  in  the  present  Miii- 
ury  Establishment  ? 

2d.  What  further  provisions,  by  law,  are  deem- 
ed necessary  to  remedy  such  defects? 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  assurances  of  my  high 
consideration. 

WM.  B.  GILES,  Chairman. 

The  Hon.  Jamer  Monroe, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


Committee  Chamber,  Stpt,  24, 1814. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  I  now  do  myself 
the  honor  of  enclosing,  for  your  consideration,  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  23d  instant,*  and 
of  requesting  that,  in  replying  to  the  inquiries 
made  by  the  committee  on  yesterday,  you  will 
give  such  information,  and  in  such  manner,  in 
relation  to  the  objects  of  the  said  resolution,  as 
you  may  judge  advisable. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  toacceptassurancesof  myhigh 
cooideration. 

WM.  B.  GILES,  Chairman. 

The  Hon.  Jibies  Monroe. 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

Drpartmbnt  op  War, 

OcUAter  17, 1814. 

Sir  :  The  great  importance  of  the  subject,  and 
the  other  duties  of  the  Department,  which  could 
not  fail  to  be  Tery  eensibly  felt,  at  so  interesting 
a  period,  by  a  person  who  had  just  taken  charge 
of  it,  are  my  apology  for  not  answering  your  let- 
ter of  ttfe  2dd  of  September,  at  an  earlier  day,  on 
the  defects  of  tbe  present  Military  Establishment. 

•Iteeohed^  That  the  Committee  on  Militaiy  Aflairs 
be  instmetod  to  inqnhv  into  the  state  of  preptratioiui 
for  the  detooe  of  the  City  of  Weiihiagton,  and  whe- 
ther any  farther  proviskms,  by  bw»  be  necessary  fyt 
Chatokgect.     . 
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Dae  eimsidenitkm  hit  beta  besiowrd  on  the 
mbjeet-mttter  of  ihal  letter,  and  I  hare  oow  the 
honor  to  sabmit  to  the  eommittee  the  followhif 
lefwrt: 

1.  That  the  present  Military  Bstablithaaeot, 
amoantiog  to  02^448  men,  be  praenred  and  made 
complete,  and  that  the  most  efficient  means  ao- 
tbonied  07  the  Constitution,  and  consistent  with 
the  eqaal  rights  of  oor  felloir-eitizcos,  be  adopted 
to  fill  the  ranks,  and  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

2.  That  a  permanent  force^  consisting  of  not 
less  than  40,0(j0  men,  in  addition  to  the  present 
Military  Establishment,  be  raised,  for  the  defence 
of  our  cities  and  frontiers,  ander  an  enj^agement 
by  the  Executive  with  each  corps  that  it  shall  be 
employed  in  that  serWce  within  certain  specified 
limits.  And  that  a  proportional  augmentation  of 
general  officers  of  each  grade,  and  other  staff^  be 
provided  for. 

3.  That  the  corps  of  engineers  be  enlarged. 

4.  That  the  ordnance  department  be  amended. 
'  Respecting  the  enlargement  of  the  corps  of 

engineers,  I  shall  snbmit  nereafter  a  more  detailed 
communication. 

For  the  proposed  amendment  of  the  ordnance 
department,  I  submit  a  report  from  the  senior  of- 
ficer in  that  department,  now  in  this  city,  which 
is  approved. 

I  snail  be  ready  and  happy  to  communicate  such 
further  remarks  and  details  on  these  subjects  as 
the  committee  may  desire,  and  shall  request  per* 
mission  to  suggest,  hereafter,  the  result  of  further 
attention  to,  and  reflection  on,  oor  Military  Estab- 
lishment generally,  should  anything  occur  which 
may  be  deemed  worthy  its  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
v^y  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  William  B.  Qrtss, 

Chairman  ComimUtee  on  XtiHtary  Afain. 


EatpUmaiory  OdeereoliofM; 

In  providio|(  afbrce  necessary  to  bring  this  war 
to  a  happy  termination,  the  nature  of  the  crisis 
in  which  we  are  involved,  and  the  extent  of  its 
dangers,  claim  particular  attention.  If  the  means 
are  not  fiiUy  adequate  to  the  end,  discomfiture 
must  inevitably  ensue. 

It  may  fairly  be  presumed  that  it  is  the  object 
of  the  British  Government,  by  striking  at  the 
principal  seorees  of  our  prosperity,  to  diminish 
the  Importance  if  not  to  destroy  the  political  ex- 
istence of  the  United  Sutes*  If  any  doubt  re- 
mained on  this  subject,  it  has  been  completely 
removed  b|r  the  despatches  from  our  Miaistcis  at 
Ghent,  which  were  laielv  laid  before  Congress, 

A  nation  contending  for  iu  existence  against 
an  enemy  powerful  by  land  and  sea,  favored,  in  a 
peculiar  manner^  by  extraordinary  eveou,  must 
make  great  exertions,  and  sufier  great  sacrifices. 
Foreed  to  contend  again  for  oar  fibtrties  and  in- 
dependence, we  are  called  on  for  a  display  of  all 
the  patriotism  which  distinguished  our  fellow- 
citizens  in  the  first  great  straggle.  It  may  be 
fairly  concluded  (hat  if  the  United  Stales  saori* 


flee  any  right,  or  make  any  dartioaoiahh  csscb' 
sioo  to  the  demands  of  tka  Britiak  Qamvmm, 
the  spirit  of  the  nation  will  be  brafaa,  tsi  de 
founmitions  of  their  naioa  sad  Indepeafescesb* 
ken.    The  United  States  must  relf aqiift  so  ri^i 
or  perish  in  the  struggle.    There  is  Maftme- 
diate  groiud  to  rest  on.     A  concesnoi  01  ose 
point  leads  directly  to  the  sarrender  of  nsj  o(&er. 
The  result  of  the  contest  caanot  be  donb^ii.  The 
highest  confidence  is  entertaioed  that  tWestpr 
the  pressure,  and  the  greater  the  danger,  titeaore 
firm  and  vigorous  will  be  the  resistance  itiic 
more  soccassfnl  and  glorious  the  result 

It  is  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  enenf  tsliy 
waste  and  destroy  our  cities  and  villages,  ladi 
desolate  our  coast,  of  which  examples  Imtc^ 
ready  been  afforded.  It  is  erideatly  his  imeatia 
to  press  the  war  along  the  whole  eneei  of  «sr 
seaooard,  in  the  hope  of  exhausting  eqotOytk 
spiriu  of  the  people  and  the  Dational  resoerea 
There  is  abo  reason  to  presume  that  it  is  (be  a* 
tention  to  press  the  war  from  Canada  oa  tbe  si* 
Joining  States,  while  attempto  are  msde  os  tie 
city  of  New  York,  and  other  importut  poitfi. 
with  a  view  to  the  vain  project  of  oismenibaBA: 
or  subjugation.  It  may  be  inferred  likem;  to 
be  a  part  of  the  scheme,  to  eoatiane  i«aTi^ 
this  part  of  the  Union,  while  a  sepaiale  fflReii- 
tacks  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in  the  hope  of  tak- 
ing possession  of  the  city  of  NewOrlestt^  is^  of 
the  mouth  of  the  MississipBi,  that  greUisJettstf 
key  to  the  commerce  of  all  that  portjas  of  zire 
United  States  lying  westward  of  the  ADegfctojr 
mountains.  The  peace  ia  Bnropehariaf  giren 
to  the  enemy  a  large  disposable  foroe^  fast  m^* 
tiallv  favored  these  objects. 

The  advantage  which  a  great  naval  saperiorhT 
gives  to  the  enemy,  by  enabling  hna  to  aioTe 
troops  from  one  quarter  to  aaother,  fiwa  NttiM 
16  the  Mississippi,  a  ooast  of  tao  tftMssarf  niiia 
extent,  is  very  ooaaiderable.  £fetstaaJI/brce, 
moved  in  this  manner,  for  tkepcrposes  avowed 
by  the  British  commaaden^  esanot  bil  to  be  sen- 
sibly frit ;  more  especiaUy  by  these  who  ate  mmi 
exposed  to  it.  It  is  obvieas  that,  if  the  nutitia  are 
to  he  relied  on,  principally,  for  tne  defence  of  oor 
cities  and  coast  agaiasi  these  pietetoiy  sai  too- 
lating  incursions,  wherever  they  nay  be  nade, 
that,  by  interfering  with  their  ordinary  panmn 
of  industry,  it  must  be  attended  with  scnooi  is- 
terrnptioa  and  loss  to  them,  aad  an  injaty  to  ibc 
public,  while  it  greatly  increases  the  ezpcase.  It 
IS  an  object,  therefore^  of  the  highest  importiaee 
to  provide  a  regular  force  with  the  nsMs  af 
tnnsporting  it  from  one  quarter  to  another,  slotf 
our  coast,  thereby  following  the  movemeoti  <s 
the  enemj,  #ith  the  greatest  poanble  rsptfitT: 
and  repelling  the  attack  wherever  it  may  be  mi^ 
These  renuirks  are  eaaally  true  as  to  the  militii 
service  f^aeially,  under  the  present  otganizstisi 
of  the  militia,  and  the  short  terms  of  service  p 
scribed  by  law.  It  may  be  stated  with  csb^ 
dence,  that  at  least  three  times  the  force,  ii  a^' 
tin,  has  been  employed  at  our  principal  ^ 
along  the  coast  and  on  the  frontier,  in  miK^ 
to,  and  returning  thence,  that  would  han^ 
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rccssaiy  ia  rtgttkr  tfoopa;  and  that  the  eapease 
ceiudiag  it  has  heen  more  thaa  proportioaablf 
t^mented,  from  the  difficulty,  if  not  the  impot- 
>ilii]r  of  preterTtng  the  «am%  degree  of  system 
the  militia  as  ia  the  regular  seryice. 
Bat  it  will  not  be  saffieient  to  repel  these  pre- 
tory  and  desolating  ineursioos.  To  bring  the 
ur  to  an  honorable  termination,  we  must  not  be 
Dtented  with  defending  ourselves.  Di£krent 
ilioKs  must  be  touched,  and  apprehensions  ex- 
ed,  in  the  British  QoTernmeni.  By  poshing 
s  war  into  Canada,  we  secure  the  friendship  of 
e  Indian  tribes,  and  command  their  ^tervices, 
tkerwise  to  be  turned  by  the  enemy  against  us ; 
sreliere  the  coast  from  the  desolation  which  is 
leDded  for  it,  and  we  keep  in  oar  hands  a  safe 
tdge  for  an  honortble  peace. 

Ic  follows,  from  this  riew  of  the  subject,  that  it 
ill  be  necessary  to  bring  into  the  field,  next 
mpatgo,  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand 
B^ular  troops.  Such  a  force,  aided,  it  extraor- 
oary  emergencies,  bv  rolunteers  and  the  militia, 
ill  place  us  above  all  inquietude  as  to  the  finsl 
lult  of  this  contest.  It  will  fix  on  a  solid  aod 
I  perishable  foundation,  our  Union  and  independ- 
ce,  on  which  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  our 
ilow-citizens  so  essentially  depend.  It  will  se- 
re to  the  United  States  an  early  and  advan- 
^eous  peace.  It  will  arrest,  in  the  further  prose- 
tioo  of  the  war,  the  desolation  of  our  cities  and 
ir  coast,  by  enabling  us  to  retort  on  the  enemv 
ose  calamities  which  our  citizens  have  been  af- 
idy  doomed  to  suffer-^  resort  which  self  de- 
ice  alone,  and  a  sacred  regard  for  the  rights 
d  honor  of  the  nation,  could  induce  the  United 
ates  to  adopt. 

The  return  of  the  regular  force  now  in  service, 
d  before  you,  will  snow  how  many  men  will 
necessary  to  fill  the  present  corps;  aod  the  re- 
rn  of  the  numerical  torce  of  the  present  Mili- 
ry  Establishment  will  show  how  many  are  re- 
tired to  complete  it  to  the  number  proposed, 
he  next  and  most  important  inquiry  is,  bow 
all  these  men  be  raised  7  Under  existing  cir- 
tmstaoces,  it  is  evident  that  the  most  prompt 
d  efficient  mode  that  can  be  devised,  consistent 
Ith  the  equal  rights  of  every  citizen,  ought  to 
adopted.  The  following  plans  are  respectfully 
bmitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee, 
^og  distinct  in  their  nature,  I  will  present  each 
parately,  with  the  considerations  applicable  to  it. 

FirBtPlan. 

Let  the  free  male  population  of  the  United 
ates,  beti^een  eighteen  and  forty-five  years,  be 
rmed  into  classes  of  one  hundred  men'each,and 
i  each  class  furnish  four  men  for  the  war,  with- 
thirty  days  after  the  classification,  and  replace 
Im  in  the  event  of  casualty. 

The  classification  to  be  formed  with  a  view  to 
f  equal  distribution  of  property  among  the  sev- 
|1  classes. 

If  any  class  fails  to  provide  the  men  required 

it,  within  the  time  specified,  they  shall  be 

ited  by  draught  on  the  whole  class,  aay  person 

13th  Con.  Sd  Sxss.       ' 


thos  dfaaghted  beiag  altowed  to  famiah  a  sub- 
stitute. 

The  present  bounty  in  land  to  be  allowed  to 
each  recruit,  and  the  present  bounty  in  money^ 
which  Is  paid  to  each  recruit  by  the  United  States, 
to  be  paid  to  each  draught  by  all  the  inhabitants 
within  the  precinct  of  the  class  within  which  the 
draught  may  be  made,  equally,  according  to  the 
value  of  the  property  which  they  may  respect* 
ively  possess ;  and  it  such  bounty  be  not  paid 
within  —  days,  the  same  to  be  levied  on  all  the 
taxable  property  of  the  said  inhabitants ;  and,  in 
like  manner,  the  bounty^  whatever  it  may  be^ 
which  may  be  employed  in  raising  a  recruit,  to 
avoid  a  draught,  to  be  assessed  on  the  taxable 
property  of  the  whole  precinct. 

The  recruits  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  recruit- 
ing officer  in  each  district,  to  be  marched  to  sueh^ 
places  of  aeneral  rendezvous  as  may  be  designa* 
ed  by  the  Department  of  War. 

That  this  plan  will  be  efficient  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed. It  is  evident  that  the  men  contemplated  may 
soon  be  raised  by  it.  Three  modes  occur  by  whicn 
it  may  be  carried  into  effect :  1st.  By  placing  the 
execution  of  it  in  the  hands  of  the  county  courts 
throughout  the  United  Slates:  2d.  By  relyingon 
the  militia  officers  ia  each  county  :  3d.  By  ap- 
pointing particular  persons  for  that  purpose  in 
every  county.  It  is  believed  that  either  of  these 
modes  would  be  found  adequate. 

Nor  does  there  appear  to  be  aay  well  founded 
objection  to  the  right  in  Congress  to  adopt  this 
plan,  or  to  its  equality  in  its  application  to  our 
fellow-citizens  individually.  Congress  have  a 
right,  by  the  Constitution,  to  raise  regular  armies, 
and  no  restraint  is  imposed  on  the  exercise  of  it, 
except  in  the  provisions  which  are  intended  to 
guard  generally  against  the  abuse  of  power^  with 
none  ot  which  does  this  plan  interfere.  It  is  pro« 
posed  that  it  shall  operate  on  all  alike ;  that  none 
shall  be  exempted  from  it  except  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate of  the  United  States,  and  the  Governors 
of  the  several  States. 

It  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  Googreas 
could  not  carry  this  power  mto  effect^  otherwise 
than  by  accepting  the  voluntary  service  of  indi- 
viduals. It  might  happea  that  an  army  could  not 
be  raised  in  that  mode,  whence  the  power  would 
have  been  granted  in  vain.  The  safety  of  the 
State  noight  depend  on  such  an  army.  Long*eon« 
tinned  invasions,  conducted  by  regular,  well  dia« 
cipllned  troops,  can  best  be  repelled  by  troops 
kept  constantly  in  the  field,  and  equally  well  dis- 
ciplined. Courage  in'an  army  is,  in  a  great  mea»* 
ure,  mechanical.  A  small  body,  well  trained, 
accustomed  to  action,  gallantly  led  on,  often 
breaks  three  or  four  times  the  number  of  more 
respectable  and  more  bmve,  but  raw  and  undis- 
ciplined troops.  The  sense  of  dan^  Is  dimin- 
ished by  frequent  exposure  to  it,  without  harm; 
and  confidence,  even  in  the  timid,  is  inspired  by 
a  knowledge  that  reliance  may  be  placed  on  oth- 
ers, which  can  grow  up  only  by  seryice  together. 
The  grant  to  Congress  to  rais^e  armies,  was  made 
with  a  knowledge  of  all  these  circumstances,  and 
with  an  intention  that  it  should  take  effect  The 
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fmmen  of  the  Coostitotion,  aod  the  States  who 
ratified  it,  knew  the  adTiota^e  which  ao  eoemj 
night  have  over  os,  by  regular  forces,  and  inteod- 
•d  to  place  their  coaotry  on  an  equal  footinj^. 

The  idea  that  the  United  States  cannot  raise  a 
regular  army  in  any  other  mode  than  b^  accept- 
ing the  Tolontary  service  of  individuals,  is  believ- 
ed to  be  repugnant  to  the  uniform  construction 
of  all  grants  of  power,  aod  equally  so  to  the  first 
principles  and  leading  objects  of  the  Federal  com- 
pact. An  unqualified  grant  of  power  gives  the 
means  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect.  This  is 
an  universsl  maxim,  which  admits  of  no  excep- 
tion. Equally  true  is  it,  that  the  conservation  of 
the  State  is  a  duty  paramount  to  all  others.  The 
commonwealth  has  a  right  to  the  service  of  all 
its  citizens;  or,  rather,  the  citizens  composing  the 
commonwealth  have  a  right,  eoliectively  and  in- 
dividually, to  the  service  of  each  other,  to  repel 
any  danger  which  may  be  menaced.  The  man- 
ner in  which  the  service  is  to  be  apportioned 
among  the  citizens,  and  rendered  by  them,  are 
^ject:i  of  legislation.  All  that  is  to  be  dreaded 
in  such  case,  is,  the  abuse  of  power ;  and,  hsppi- 
ty,  our  Constitution  has  provided  ample  security 
against  that  evil. 

In  support  of  this  right  in  Congress,  the  militia 
service  affords  a  conclusive  proof  and  striking  ex- 
ample. The  or|[anization  of  the  militia  is  ao  act 
of  public  authority,  not  a  voluntary  association. 
The  service  required  must  be  performed  by  all, 
under  penalties,  which  delinquents  pay.    The 

f  onerous  aod  patriotic  perform  them  cheerfully, 
n  the  alacrity  with  which  the  call  of  the  (}ov- 
orpment  has  been  obe]^ed,  and  the  cheerfulness 
with  whicb  the  service  has  been  performed 
throughout  the  United  States,  by  the  greet  body 
of  the  militia,  there  is  abundant  cause  to  rejoice 
in  the  strength  of  our  Republican  institutions, 
and  in  the  virtue  of  the  people. 

The  plan  proposed  is  not  more  compulsive  than 
the  militia  service,  while  it  is  free  from  most  of 
the  objections  to  it  The  militia  service  calls 
ftom  hom^  for  long  terms,  whole  distriots  of 
country.  None  can  elude  the  calL  Few  can 
avoid  the  service;  and  (hose  who  do  are  com- 
pelled to  pay  great  sums  for  substitutes.  This 
plan  fixes  on  no  one  personally,  and  opens  to  all 
who  choose  it  a  chance  of  declining  the  service. 
It  is  a  principal  object  of  this  plan  to  engage  in 
the  defence  of  the  State  the  unmarried  and  youth- 
ful, who  can  best  defend  it,  and  best  be  spared, 
aoa  to  secure  to  those  who  render  this  important 
aerviee  an  adequate  compensation  from  the  vol- 
untary contributions  of  the  more  wealthy,  in  ev- 
ery class.  Great  confidence  is  entertained  that 
such  contribution  will  be  made  in  time  to  avoid 
a  draught.  lodeed,  it  is  believed  to  be  the  ne- 
cessary and  inevitable  tendency  of  this  plan  to 
produce  that  effect. 

The  limited  powers  which  the  United  States 
have  in  organiziog  the  militia  may  be  urged  as 
an  argument  against  their  right  to  riise  regular 
lro(^  in  the  mode  proposed.  If  any  argument 
could  be  drawn  from  that  circumstance,  isbould 
aupposa  that  it  would  be  in  favor  of  an  opposite 


eoBclnsion.     The  power  of  the  United  Swb 
over  the  militia  has  been   liaiiced,  and  tbtior 
raisiag  regular  armies  granted  iwithoatiiaiitttia. 
There  was  doubtless  aome  object  in  tkkun^t' 
ment.    The  fair  inference  seems  to  b^  thMi  it  wb 
made  on  great  consideratioB  ;  that  the  \imitui<mf 
in  the  first  instance,  was  inteBtlooal  tkeeoase- 
quence  of  the  unqualified  ^"^t^t  to  tk  eeond. 
But  it  is  said,  that,  by  draarin^  the  mcsiQatJie 
militia  service  into  the  re|gularariD7,ud fitting 
them  under  regular  officers,  yoo  Tiolaie  t  fdsei- 
ple  of  the  Constitution,  which  proridei  tht ike 
militia  shall  be  commanded  bjr  their  own  eicea 
If  this  was  the  fact,  the  codcIosiod  would  hl^. 
But  it  is  not  the  fact.    The  men  are  net  drtvi 
from  the  militia,  but  from  the  pt^mlatioa  of  tk 
qpuniry.    When  they  enlist  ▼cUantarfly.  it  b  aor 
as  militiamen  that  they  act,  hot  as  dtizettL  If 
they  are  draughted,  it  most  be  in  the  same  seas 
In  both  instances,  they  are  enrolled  in  the  miiia 
corps ;  but  that,  as  is  presoined,  cannot  pttfm 
the  voluntarv  act  in  the  one  instance  or  thec«- 
pulsive  in  tne  other.    The  whcile  populmtios  d 
the  United  States,  within  certsun  ages,  belos^u 
these  corps.    If  the  United  States  could  not  fan 
regular  armies  from  them,  they  could  raise S0S& 

In  proposing  a  draught  as  one  of  the  aiodo  of 
raising  men.  in  case  (tf  actual  necessity,  is  die 
present  ^reat  emergency  of  the  country,  I  bare 
thought  it  my  duty  to  examine  such  objeetioastfi 
it  as  occurred,  particularly  those  of  a  Cosiiici' 
tional  nature.  It  is  from  my  sacred  regul  (ot 
the  principles  of  our  Constiiation,  that  i  hare 
ventured  to  trouble  the  committee  with  soy  re- 
marks on  this  part  of  the  subject. 

Should  it  appear  that  this  m<Kie  of  raisinc  re- 
cruits was  justly  objectionable,  on  aceoontcrtihe 
tax  on  property,  from  difficulties  which  may  be 
apprehended  in  the  execution,  or  from  other 
causes,  it  may  be  advisable  to  deeiioe  the  tax, 
and  for  the  Government  to  psy  the  whole  boatk- 
ty.  In  this  case,  it  is  proposetf  chat,  in  liea  of  the 
present  bountj,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  be  allowed 
to  each  recruit  or  draught,  at  the  time  of  his  etk- 

fakement,  and  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  ad- 
ition  to  the  present  bounty  in  land,  for  every  year 
that  the  war  may  continue. 

It  is  impossible  to  state,  with  mathematical  ac- 
curacy, the  number  whicn  will  be  raised  b^  lbs 
ratio  of  4  to  100,  or  1  to  25.  nor  is  it  nccesaaiy. 
It  is  probable  that  it  will  oe  rather  more  tbu 
sufficient  to  fill  the  present  corps.  The  em 
number,  in  that  case,  may  form  a  part  of  thelocai 
force  in  contemplation,  a  power  to  that  efiect  W 
iuff  given  to  the  President. 

No  radjcal  change  in  the  present  Military 
Establishment  is  proposed.    Should  any  aodil- 
cation  be  found  necessarjr,  on  further  c«Nistdets- 
tion,  it  will  form  the  subject  of  a  separate  am- 
munication.    It  is  thought  advisable,  in  gen^ 
to  preserve  the  corps  in  their  present  form,  n^ 
to  fill  them  with  new  recruits,  in   the  mtfrf 
stated.    All  these  corps  have  alread  y  seen  sff<*e. 
and  many  of  them  aoooired  in  active  sceae^ch 
experience  and  usefVil  knowledge,    fi  j  pitfving 
them  in  their  present  form,  and  nmior  theit  ftxt- 
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i  officers,  tod  filling  them  with  Dew  reeroits, 
I  improremeot  of  the  latter  will  be  rapid.  lo 
D  or  three  mooths,  it  will  be  difficult  to  dislin- 
ish  between  the  new  and  old  levies, 
rhe  additional  force  to  be  provided  amoants 
forty  thousand  men.  Of  this  it  is  proposed 
t  local  corps  be  raised,  to  consist  partly  of  in- 
try,  partly  of  mounted  men,  and  partly  of  ar- 
ery.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  such  corps 
y  be  raised  in  the  principal  cities,  and  even  on 

frontiers,  to  serve  for  the  war,  under  an  en- 
:einent  as  to  the  limit  beyond  which  they 
uld  Dot  be  carried.  Every  able-bodied  citizen 
villing  and  ready  to  fight  for  his  home,  his 
lily,  and  his  country,  when  invaded.    Of  this 

have  seen  in  the  present  year  the  most  hono- 
le  and  gratifying  proofs.  It  does  not  suit  all, 
vever,  to  go  great  distances  from  home.  This 
lerous  and  patriotic  spirit  may  be  taken  ad- 
itage  of,  under  proper  arrangements,  with  the 
>pie8t  effects  to  the  country,  and  without  es- 
tial  inconvenience  to  the  parties, 
rhe  officers  who  may  be  appointed  to  com- 
nd  these  corps  should  be  charged  with  recruit- 
'  them.  Local  defence  being  their  sole  object, 
nay  be  presumed  that  the  corps  will  soon  be 
ted.  Patriotism  alone  will  furnish  a  very  po  w- 
j1  motive.  It  seems  reasonable,  however,  that 
le  recompense  should  be  made  to  those  who 
ieve  others  from  the  burden;  one  hundred 
es  of  land  and  fifty  dollars  to  each  recruit  will, 
8  presumed,  be  deemed  sufficient, 
t  is  proposed  that  this  additional  force  shall 
m  a  part  of  any  plan  that  may  be  adopted. 

Second  Plan. 

rhis  plan  consists  of  a  classification  of  the  mi« 
B,  ^nd  the  extension  of  their  terms  of  service. 
>t  the  whole  militia  of  the  United  States  be 
ided  into  the  following  classes,  viz.: 
ill  free  male  persons,  capable  of  service,  be* 
sen  the  ages  of  18  ana  25,  into  one  class ;  all 
tse  between  the  ages  of  25  and  33,  into  another 
ss ;  and  those  between  32  and  45,  into  a  third 
ss. 

It  is  proposed,  also,  that  the  President  shall  have 
wer  to  call  into  service  anjr  portion  of  either 
these  classes  which,  in  his  judgment,  the  exi- 
icies  of  the  country  may  require,  to  remain  in 
vice  two  years  from  the  time  each  corps  shall 
assembled  at  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous, 
t  is  believed  that  a  shorter  term  than  two  years 
•uld  not  give  to  these  corps  the  efficiency  in 
litary  operations  that  is  desired,  and  deemed 
lispensable ;  nor  aroid  the  evils  that  are  so  sen* 
ly  felt,  and  generally  complained  of,  under  the 
!Sen  t  iu>rangement.  It  requires  two  campaigns 
make  a  complete  soldier,  especially  where  the 
•ps,  officers,  and  men,  are  alike  raw  and  inez- 
'ienced.  In  the  interim,  the  numbers  must  be 
lUiplied,  to  supply  the  defect  of  discipline ;  and 
requires  the  extension  of  the  term  of  service, 
avoid  the  additional  proportional  augmenu- 
n  of  having  so  many  in  the  field  at  the  same 
le,  in  marching  to  the  frontier,  and  retorning 
m  it.    The  inconvenience  to  the  parties,  and 


loss  to  the  community,  in  other  respects,  need  not 
be  repeated.  It  is  proper  to  add,  onljr.  that,  if 
substitutes  are  allowed  in  this  service,  it  must  put 
an  end  to  the  recruiting  of  men  for  the  regular 
Army,  especially  the  old  corps.  Of  the  justice  of 
this  remark  what  has  occurred  in  the  present  year 
has  furnished  full  proof.  It  follows  that,  if  this 
plan  is  adopted,  the  militia  must  be  relied  on 
principally,  if  not  altogether,  in  the  farther  pros- 
ecution ot  the  war. 

The  additional  force  for  local  service,  amount* 
ing  to  forty  thousand  men,  will  likewise  form  a 
part,  as  already  observed,  of  this  plan. 

Third  Plan. 

It  is  proposed  by  this  plan  to  exempt  every  five 
men  from  militia  service,  who  shall  find  one  to 
serve  for  the  war.  It  is  probable  that  some  re- 
cruits might  be  raised  in  this  mode,  in  most  or  all 
of  the  Slates.  But  it  is  apprehended  that  it  would 

Erevent  recruiting  in  every  other  mode,  by  the 
igh  bounty  which  some  of  the  wealthy  might 
^ive.  The  consequence  would  probably  be  very 
injurious,  as  it  is  not  beHeved  that  any  great  num- 
ber could  be  raised  in  this  mode. 

Fourth  Plan. 

Should  all  the  preceding  plans  be  found  objec- 
tionable, it  remains  that  the  present  system  of  re- 
cruiting be  adhered  to,  with  an  augmentation  of 
the  bounty  in  land.  Should  this  ht  preferred,  it 
is  advised  that,  in  addition  to  the  160  acres  of 
land  now  given,  100  be  allowed  annually  for  ev- 
ery year  while  the  war  lasts. 

These  plans  are  thought  more  deserving  the  at- 
tention 01  the  committee  than  any  that  have  ocur^ 
red.  The  first,  for  the  reasons  stated,  is  preferred. 
It  is  believed  that  it  will  be  found  more  efficient 
against  the  enemy,  less  expensive  to  the  public, 
and  less  burdensome  on  our  fellow-citizens. 

It  has  likewise  the  venerable  sanction  of  our 
Revolution.  In  that  great  struggle,  resort  was 
had  to  this  expedient  for  filling  the  ranks  of  oor 
reffular  army,  with  decisive  effect. 

It  is  not  intended  by  these  remarks,  should  the. 
first  plan  be  adopted,  to  dispense  altogether  with 
the  service  of  the  militia.  Although  the  principal 
burden  of  the  war  may  thereby  be  taken  from  the 
militia,  reliance  must  still  be  placed  on  them  for 
important  aids,  especially  in  cases  of  sudden  in* 
vasion.  For  this  purpose  it  will  still  be  advisa- 
ble that  the  men  be  classed  according  to  age,  and 
that  their  term  of  service  be  prolonged.  Bven 
should  this  plan  be  attended  with  all  the  advan- 
tages expected  of  it,  such  an  arrangement  could 
not  fail  to  produce  the  happiest  effect.  The  proof 
which  it  would  afford  of  the  impr^gfuable  strength 
of  the  country,  of  the  patient  virtue  and  invinci- 
ble spirit  of  the  people,  would  admonish  the  enemy 
how  vain  and  fruitless  his  invasions  must  be,  and 
might  dispose  him  to  a  speedy,  just,  and  honora- 
ble peace. 

Of  the  very  important  services  already  rendered 
by  the  militia,  even  under  the  present  organiza- 
tion, too  moch  cannot  be  said.  If  the  United 
States  make  the  exertion  which  is  proposed,  it  is 
probable  that  the  conteac  will  soon  be  at  an -end 
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It  cannot  be  doubted  tbit  it  is  In  tbeir  power  to 
expel  the  British  forees  from  this  continent,  shoald 
the  British  Qoyernment.  by  persevering  in  its  nn- 
jttst  demands,  make  that  an  object  with  the 
American  people.  Against  oar  united  and  rigor- 
oas  eflforts,  the  resistance  of  the  enemy  will  soon 
become  light  and  feeble.  Saccess  in  erery  fair 
and  honorable  claim  is  within  our  easy  grasp. 
And  surely  the  United  States  have  every  pofsible 
indncement  to  make  the  effort  necessary  to  secure 
it.  I  should  insult  the  understanding,  and  wound 
the  feelings  of  the  committee,  if  I  touched  on  the 
calamities  incident  to  defeat.  Dingers  which  are 
remote,  and  can  never  be  realized,  excite  no  alarm 
with  a  gallant  and  generous  people.  But  the  id- 
vantages  of  success  have  a  fair  claim  to  their  de- 
liberate consideration.  The  effort  which  we  have 
already  made  has  attracted  the  attention  and  ex- 
torted the  praise  of  other  nations.  Alread  v  have 
most  of  the  absurd  theories  and  idle  speculations 
OB  our  system  of  Qovemment  been  refuted  and 
put  down.  We  are  now  felt  and  respected  as  a 
Power,  and  it  is  the  dread  which  the  enemy  enter- 
tains or  our  vast  resourcesand  growing  importance, 
that  has  induced  him  to  push  the  war  against  us, 
after  its  professed  objects  had  ceased.  Success  by 
the  discomfiture  of  his  schemes,  and  the  attain* 
ment  of  an  honorable  peace,  will  place  the  United 
States  on  higher  ground,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
world,  than  they  have  held  at  an jr  former  period. 
In  future  wars,  their  commerce  will  be  permitted 
to  take  its  lawful  range  unmolested.  Their  re- 
monstrances to  foreign  Governments  will  not 
again  be  put  aside  unheeded.  Few  will  be  pre- 
sented, because  there  will  seldom  be  occasion  for 
them.  Our  Union,  founded  on  interest  and  affec- 
tion, will  have  acquired  new  strength  by  the 
proof  it  will  have  afforded  of  the  important  ad- 
vantages attending  it.  Respected  aoroad,  and 
happy  at  home,  the  United  States  will  have  le- 
complished  the  great  oljjects  for  which  thev  have 
•o  long  contended.  As  a  nation,  they  Will  have 
little  to  dread ;  as  a  people,  little  to  desire. 

E^iraet  fnm  Mankait»  Life  of  Watkington  volume 

itkfpage  S41. 

'*In  general,  the  Assemblies  of  the  States  fol- 
lowed the  example  of  Congress,  and  apportioned 
on  the  several  aountiesor  towns,  within  the  State, 
the  quota  to  b< furnished  by  each.  This  division 
of  the  State  was  again  to  be  subdivided  intoclasaes, 
and  each  was  to  furnish  a  man  by  contributions 
or  taxes  on  itself.  In  some  instance^  a  draught  was 
to  be  used  in  the  last  resort,  in  others  the  man  was 
to  be  recruited  by  persons  appointed  for  that  pur* 

J»OBe,and  the  class  to  be  taxea  with  the  sum  given 
or  his  bounty." 

ExiraeiJhmJUuMejf'sUfiofWaMngtm^tdwkime^ 

pqgeM6. 

*  Where  voluntary  enlistments  fell  short  of  the 
roposed  number,  the  deficiencies  were,  by  the 
aws  of  several  States,  to  be  mide  up  by  draught 
on  lots  from  the  militia.  The  towns  in  New 
England,  and  the  counties  in  the  Middle  States, 
were  respectively  called  on  for  a  specified  num- 
ber of  men.    Such  was  the  zeal  of  the  people  in 
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New  England,  that  neighbors  wrowld  oftes  elect 
together  to  engase  one  of  their  Damher  to  go 
into  the  Army.    Maryland  directed  herLfeoies- 
ants  of  counties  to  class  sll  the  fwropety  jo  theu 
respective  counties  into  as  meny  eqod  ehsses  as 
there  were  men  wanted,  and  each  dsa  was  br 
law  obliaed,  within  ten  days  thereafter,  tsfsratsa 
an  able-bodied  recruit  daring  the  war;  aid  is 
case  of  their  neglecting  or  refosing  to^tt.the 
county  Lieutenants  were  aothorized  to  (nctne 
men  at  tbeir  expense,  at  any  rate  not  excediBg 
fifteen  pounds  in  every  hundred  poonds'wsnkH 
property  classed  agreeably  to  lewr.     Virgiaiate 
classed  her  citixens,  and  called  epon  the  respet* 
tive  classes  for  every  fifteenth  man  for  public  so^ 
vice.    Pennsylvania  concentnsted  the  reqaisie 
power  in  the  President,  Mr.  Reed,  and  anthorizd 
him  to  decree  forth  the  resoorces  of  the  Sttie, 
under  certain  limitations,  and,  if  neeessary,  to  de 
clare  martial  law  over  the  State.     The  execatisi 
of  these  arrauffements,  althoog'h   nneomraoslr 
vigorous,  lagged  far  behind." 


SfiNATa'a  COMMITTBB  ChaMBUL 

October  19,  ISI4 

Sir  :  I  lost  not  a  monent  in  laying  before  the 
Committee  of  the  Senate  on  Militarf  Afiunihe 
report  yoo  did  me  the  honor  to  addiev  to  me  on 
the  17tn,  and  received  on  the  18th  iastant,  in  rs> 
ply  to  a  former  communication  ;  and,  after  tht 
roost  respectful  consideration  of  that  report  lam 
instructed  by  the  Conunittee  to  ask  fieai  yoo  far- 
ther information  npon  the  following  poiau: 

1st.  Whether  any  defects  have  been  heretdbre 
discovered  in  the  existing  proTtsions  for  fifliog 
the  ranks  of  the  regular  Army  I  If  so,  what  are 
thedefecta? 

ad.  In  wbitf  mode,  in  the  opinioa  of  the  Wsr 
Department,  could  anch  defecu  be  hmt  naaedied 
by  legislative  provisions  1 

3d.  The  Coinnuttea  also  isfaertaa  oathae  of 
the  plan  for  raising  the  forty  thoarand  mea  pto- 
posed  by  your  report,  and  panicaladY  haw  fax 
limitations  are  proposed  to  be  imposed  by  \kw 
upon  the  President  of  the  Uailsd  Statea,  in  the 
application  of  that  force  ? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  icspect, 
year  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  GILES,  CkairmttaL 

Hon.  Ji»8  MomtoB,  Socniarf  of  War. 


Wam  DBPAaTMEirr,  OcC  21, 1814. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I  bsn 
to  state  that  I  ahall  have  the  honor  of  aa  isto^ 
view  with  the  Committee  of  the  Seoaaa  oa  MiU- 
tary  A&irs,  at  half  after  nine  o'clock  to^ioiTQW 
morning,  at  the  house  in  which  Congten  M6f 
its  session.  I  shall  then  be  happy  to  commsB- 
cate  to  the  Committee  the  views  of  this  De|Mf^ 
ment  on  the  subjects  adverted  to  in  yonr  lett» 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  reapeeli^« 
your  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  MONBal> 

Hon.  W.  B.  QiLBS,  AmOe,  U.  8. 
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SBNATa's  CoMM rrrsB  Cbam bvh, 

October  21, 1814. 

Sib:  I  bare  this  moment  received  your  letter 
of  tbe  same  date  berewith|  probably  by  mistake; 
aod  immediately  submitteo  its  cooteats  to  tbe 
Oommittee  on  Military  Affairs,  by  wbom  I  am 
inairucted  to  inform  yon  that  tbc  committee  will 
be  bappy  to  receive  yoar  personal  attendanee  to- 
morrow morning,  at  tbe  time  and  for  tbe  objects 
m«DtioBed  in  yoar  letter. 

I  hare  tbe  bonor  to  be,  witb  great  respeo^  sir, 
youY  obedient  serrant, 

W.  B.  GILES,  Chairman. 

Hob.  Jambs  Mohbob,  Secretary  of  War. 


Adj't  and  Irspbotob  Gbr's  Officb, 
Wathington,  October  22, 1814. 

Sib:  By  direetioB  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  I 
laave  tbe  booor  to  enclose  berewiib  an  abstract  of 
the  general  return  of  tbe  Army  of  tbe  United 
S  utes,  to  October  1st,  1814*  Sboold  the  oommittee 
require  a  more  general  return,  similar  to  tbe  one 
furnished  tbe  lliUtary  Committee  of  the  House, 
it  could  be  furnished  in  tbe  course  of  the  next 
^reek.    I  am,  air,  youss  respectfully, 

JOHN  R.  BELL, 
A$$ktuni  Mntpectw  General. 

Hon.  Mr.  Qilbs,  Senate  Waehingtxm. 

Return  of  the  wbde  number  of  Recmits  enlisted,  agree- 
ably to  tbe  set  of  CongresSt  passed  S7tb  of  Jsnuaiy* 
1814,  for  tbe  several  Corps  and  Regimenu  of  the 
Array,  from  tbe  let  of  Febmary  to  tbis  SOtb  of  Sep- 
tember, 1814,inelustTe;  agreeably  to  the  returns  re- 
eeWed  at  this  office. 

Regiment  bgbt  axtiffery    .        .        .       «       .  343 

Regiment  tight  dragoons  -        •        •       .        •  174 

Corps  of  artillery      -•••..  346 

1st  regiment  infimtry 91 

3d  do                46 

Sd  do                6 

4th  de                168 

Gth  do                S16 

6th  do                 180 

7tb  do                 148 

8th  do                310 

9th  do                315 

10th  do                 906 

11th  do                104 

12th  do                 150 

lath  do                380 

14th  do                18Q 

Idth  do  .       .        •        ,       ,  319 

16th  do                U% 

17th  do                868 

18th  do                88 

19th  do                 846 

20th  do                 158 

2lBt  do                 198 

22d  do                 168 

33d  do                 388 

34th  do  -        -        •        -        •  108 

36th  do                 310 

36th  do                 165 

37th  do                 650 

38th  de                146 


SOth  rsgneent  of  inftuatvy        •       •       .       • 

80lh  do                 374 

81st  do                161 

88d  do                38 

88d  do                181 

34th  do                441 

36th  do                 868 

36th  do                136 

37th  do                880 

38th  do                 806 

39tb  do 193 

40tli  do. 

41st  do                388 

43d  do                 188 

43d  do                 133 

44th  do                893 

45th  do                844 

46th  do. 

1st  viile  regiment 148 

9d  do                173 

Sddo                134 

4th  do                87 

Total 9,891 

It  will  be  pereeired  that,  from  two  of  the  above 
regiments,  no  return  of  recruits  has  been  received ; 
from  many  of  them  the  returns  for  September 
have  not  been  received.  Tbe  whole  number  of 
recruits  made  sinee  tbe  panage  of  tbe  law  above 
referred  to,  to  tbe  present  time,  BMy  be  estimated 
at  ono  tbousaad  five  hundred  move  than  tbe  above 
return. 

Adj't  AHD  I1I8PBCTOB  QbR^  OVFtCB, 

Ocfo6er26,1814. 

JOHN  R.  BBLL, 
Aeeietant  Inepectar  CfeneroL 


SSHATU'e  COMMtTTBB  CbAMBBB, 

Octeber  84, 1814. 

Sib:  Tbe  Committee  of  tbe  Senate  on  Milt- 
tanr  Affairs  being  extremely  anxious  to  come  to 
a  final  determination  upon  tbe  object  of  its  ap- 
Ijointment,  and  deeming  some  further  informa- 
tion from  jroor  Department  essential  to  enable  it 
to  determine  correctly,  has  instructed  me  to  aak 
for  information  on  the  following  points : 

Ist.  To  what  causes  is  the  failure  in  the  recruit- 
ing service,  heretofore,  properly  attributable  1 

2.  Has  such  failure  arisen  from  anv  failure  to 
place  the  requisite  sums  of  money  in  the  hands  of 
the  recruiting  officers ;  or,  has  it  arisen  from  the 
indisposition  of  tbe  citizens  to  enlist  1 

Any  other  information  within  your  De||art- 
ment,  tending  to  throw  light  upon  this  subject, 
would  be  particularly  acceptable  to  tbe  Cfom- 
mittee. 

I  am,  sir,  withgreat  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  WAi.  B.  QILES,  Chairman, 

Hon  Jam B8  Morbob,  Set^ry  of  Jftur^ 

Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  Oct.  2a  1814. 
Sib:  In  reply  to  tbe  letter  which  I  receivad 
from  you  of  the  34th.  I  have  the  honor  to  trana- 
mit  to  you  a  report  or  the  Paymaster  General,  of 
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the  soma  of  money  adTaaced  oa  aeeonat  of  the 
lecroitiDg  serviee,  siace  the  27ih  of  Janoary  last 
I  also  transmit  a  return  of  the  number  of  men  re- 
cruited within  that  time.  A  more  detailed  retara, 
showing  how  many  hare  been  recruited  in  each 
month,  in  each  regiment,  shall  be  furnished  as 
soon  as  it  can  be  prepared. 

By  these  returns  it  appears  that  more  money 
has  oeen  adTaneed  on  account  of  the  recruiting 
service  than  was  sufficient  to  raise  a  much  greater 
number  of  men  than  has  been  recruited.  A  con- 
siderable sum  remains  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
recruiting  officers.  Whether  any  of  them  tailed 
in  their  duty,  is  an  object  of  inquiry  for  this  De- 

Ertment,  which  will  not  be  neglected.  I  have 
en  too  short  a  time  in  it  to  mahe  myself  thor- 
oughly acquainted  weth  their  conduct  in  this 
respect.  By  these  returns,  it  would  follow  that 
the  failure  in  the  recruitin^^  service  was  not  owing 
to  the  want  of  money,  if  it  was  certain  that  the 
recruiting  officers  had  in  all  instances  done  their 
duty ;  aod  that  the  money  had  been  distributed 
in  those  quarters  of  our  country  where  it  would 
have  been  most  easy  to  obtain  recruits.  How  far 
the  failure  ought  to  be  attributed  to  either  of 
those  causes,  it  is  not  in  my  powe^  to  state. 

From  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject, founded  on  the  best  information  I  have  been 
able  to  collect,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the  failure 
of  the  recruiting  service  has  been  owing,  in  most 
of  the  States,  principally  to  the  hi^h  bounty  given 
for  substitutes  by  the  detached  militia. 

Many  of  the  militia  detached  for  six  months 
have  given  a  greater  sum  for  substitutes  than  the 
bounty  allowM  by  the  United  States  for  a  recruit 
to  serve  for  the  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  MONROE. 
.  Hon.  Wm.  B.  Qilbs,  Oiairmany  f  c. 


AniiT  Pay  Office,  Washington, 

October  26, 1814. 

The  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  letter  from 
the  honorable  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Senate  on  Military  Affairs  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  under  date  ot  October  24th,  1814.  has 
the  honor  to  report : 

Ist.  That  the  books  of  this  office  exhibit  the 
disbursement  of  two  millions  and  twelve  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and 
thirty-three  cents,  on  account  of  bounties  and 
premiums  for  recruits,  between  the  27th  of  Janu« 
ary,  1814,  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  law  in- 
creasing the  bounty,  and  the  date  hereof :  the  dis- 
tribution of  this  bum,  as  nearly  as  can  well  be 
ascertained,  has  been  as  follows,  viz : 

To  MossachusetU,  indading  the  District 

of  Maine $237,400  00 

To  New  Hsmpshiie        .        •        .        .     87,800  00 

To  Vermont 109,800  00 

To  Connecticut 78»983  00 

To  Rhode  Island 1,000  00 

To  New  York 495,820  00 


ToNowJenej      -       .        .        •        - 
To  Pennajivaata   •       .        -         *         - 
ToDdaware  •        .        .         .         . 

To  Maryland,  indading  the  Diatiiei  sf 
Colombia   -        -        -        -         -        - 

To  Virginia    -        -        -        -         -        - 

To  North  Carolina        .        .         .        . 

To  Booth  Carolina         .... 

To  Georgia    .       .       -        -         -        - 

To  Tennessee        .        .        .         .        . 

To  Kentucky         .        -        .         -        . 

To  Ohio 

ToLouinana 

To  the  Michigan  Territoiy  .  •  . 
To  the  MiisisBippi  Territoiy  -  -  • 
To  the  Indiana  Territofy 
To  the  MiasoQii 


15,Mefl 

180,900  0 

lOtOOOft 

96,003  X 
IC0^9fif  « 

m/teooo 

TVBOOOO 
HjOOOOO 

ItMMW 
IMN60 

8Sjaoo 
tjnom 

l,49S6l 


Total fS^lX43ia 


2d.  That  pressing  ealla  for  Tery  eoasidersk 
sums  of  money  for  the  reemiuag  service  ^ 
been  made  on  him  for  aboot  three  months  pssc 
which  he  has  been  able  bat  partially  to  soppJr. 
Respectfully,  ROBERT  BRBNT, 

Paymoafer,  U.&A. 
Hon.  Jamm  Monrob, 

Seeriiary  of  War. 


War  Dbpartmbrt,  OeL  29,  ISli 
Sir  :  Bnelosed  is  an  abstract  of  the  kv  estab- 
lishing the  Ordnance  Department,  and  sJso  of  ibe 
bill  now  prepared  for  the  new  orguizst/oo  o( 
that  Department,  which  will  giwe  yos  s  ntw  of 
the  contemplated  changes  in,  and  oilarfeiaefits 
of  the  duties  and  powers  of  that  Deparuneit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  id' 
▼ant,  JAMES  MONROE. 

Hon.  Wm.  B.  Giles,  Chairman^  fc 


RETURN  OP  ENUSTMENTS. 

[Commnnicated  to  the  Senate,  ICovember  10,  l%li.l 
War  Dbpartmbxt,  Not.  10, 1814. 

Sir:  Since  I  had  the  honor  to  enclose  jooa 
statement  of  the  number  of  men  who  bare  been 
recruited  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  da- 
ring the  present  vear,  I  have  received  a  (atlher 
statement  from  the  Assistant  Inapector  Ckneitlt 
attached  to  this  Department. 

This  report  shows  more  sattsfiietorily  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  money  which  has  been  adrascci 
on  that  account,  and  number  of  men  raised.  Tla 
same  data  cannot,  howerer,  be  adopted  ine^ 
mating  the  future  progress  -in  reemiting,  ae^ 
siderabie  number  of  tho:$e  who  were  recnii<^ 
having  been  re-enlisted  from  the  old  corps.  Tba: 
resource  has  been  exhausted.  To  form  as  esc- 
mate  of  the  probable  future  success,  we  mositi^ 
into  consideration  only  those  who  were  nvii 
from  the  country,  which  is  probably  the  soo^ 
included  in  this  return. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect*'} 
your  obedient  servant,  J.  MONB^ 

Hon.  Mr.  GiLsa,  C^irmanf  fc 
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AdJ^  AMD  I1I8PBCTO&  Gbh's  OfPICB, 

WAsaiNaTON,  Niav*  2, 1814. 

Sir  :  The  deranged  sute  of  the  ppers  ia  this 
fice  by  the  late  removals  rendered  it  impracti- 
ible  for  me,  when  I  submitted  the  hasty  esli- 
ftte  on  the  26th  October,  to  have  recourse  to  all 
e  documents  of  the  reeraits  made  within  the 
esent  year.  On  a  further  examination,  the  en- 
ased  is  submitted. 

It  may  be  necessary,  with  a  view  to  your  bet* 
r  information,  to  accompany  the  return  I  now 
ive  the  honor  to  transmit,  with  some  explana- 
ry  observations.  The  difficulty  under  which 
b  office  has  labored  for  want  of  regalar  recruit- 
g  returns  has  been  considerable,  and  necessa- 
ly  occasions  the  general  return  to  be  inaccurate 
id  unsatisfactory.  No  pains,  however,  have 
?en  spared  to  tender  the  accompanying  docu- 
lent  as  accurate  as  it  can  be  made  from  the  data 
hich  the  files  of  this  office  afford. 
In  January  last,  large  sums  of  money  were  put 
ito  the  hands  of  commanders  of  regiments  and 
3rps,  for  the  purpose  of  re-eolisting  the  men 
'hose  terms  of  service  were  about  to  expire, 
^hese  were  the  soldiers  enlisted  for  the  addi- 
onal  army  of  1808,  and  those  of  1812,  enlisted 
)r  twelve  and  eighteen  months.  This  money 
'as  distributed  among  the  officers  commanding 
jmpanies,  who  employed  it  to  its  fullest  extent 
i  the  re-enlistment  of  their  men,  who,  at  the 
ext  muster,  were  returned  on  the  muster  rolls  as 
s-enlisted.  Satisfied  as  the  officers  seem  to  have 
een  with  this  species  of  return,  they  made  no 
pecial  one  to  thts  office  of  those  they  had  thus 
s-enlisted. 

Indeed,  the  entire  want  of  some  returns,  and 
be  irregularity  and  defectiveness  of  others,  ren- 
er  it  exiremel)r  difficult  to  form  a  correct  idea 
f  the  manner  in  which  the  public  money  has 
een  expended.  By  way  of  illustration,  I  would 
efer  you  to  the  46th  regiment,  of  which  no  re- 
ruiting  returns  whatever  have  yet  been  made, 
^hen  it  is  known  by  the  Army  returns  that  this 
egiment  contains  two  hundred  and  thirty  men, 
ind  to  the  32d  regiment,  of  which  there  is  a  re- 
urn  of  only  forty-two  men,  when  it  is  known, 
hrough  the  same  channel,  that  it  now  contains 
aore  than  three  hundred.  From  this,  the  difficul- 
y  of  acertainiog,  immediately,  to  wdai  amount, 
f  any,  officers  intrusted  with  public  money  have 
>een  guilty  of  defalcation,  must  be  evident.  On 
his  subject,  however,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark, 
hat  there  exist  no  grounds  for  suspecting  any 
lefalcations ;  for,  although  the  returns  do  not 
how  all  the  recruits  enlisted,  and  by  whom,  yet 
he  general  return,  exhibiting  the  strength  of 
irmies  and  corps,  compared  with  that  of  last 
rear,  shows  plainly  that  the  number  of  men 
aised  corresponds  with  sufficient  exactness  with 
he  money  issued  for  that  purpose. 

The  Paymaster  of  the  Army  has  issued,  up  to 
he  27ih  October,  on  account  ot  bounties  and  pre- 
niums,  $2,012,439,  which,  supposing  three  thou- 
ttnd  men  to  have  received  the  second  moiety  of 
heir  bounty,  (an  estijuate,  it  is  believed,  suffi- 
uently  moderate)  would  raise  thirty  thousand 


and  twenty-three  men.  By  the  retaro  eommv* 
nicated  to  the  committee  in  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  of  the  1st  January  last,  the 
effective  force  of  the  Army  was  then  eight  thoo- 
sand  and  twelve.  But,  by  the  general  return  of 
the  30th  of  September,  which  embraces  no  re- 
turn of  a  later  date  than  August,  it  apoears  the 
strength  of  the  Army  was  then  tnirty-four  thou- 
sand and  twenty-nine;  from  which  it  is  evident 
that  twenty-six  thousand  and  seventeen  men,  at 
least,  must  have  been  raised  since  January  last. 
I  say  at  least,  because  the  casualties  of  deaths, 
desertions,  and  discharges,  during  the  campaign, 
are  not  included.  This  number  would  require 
the  sum  of  91,613,054.  Now,  estimating  the  cas- 
ualties during  the  campaign  at  three  thousand 
men,  which,  to  raise  them,  would  require  $186,000, 
and  adding  to  this  the  second  moiety,  which  is 
presumed  to  have  been  paid  to  three  thousand 
men,  viz :  $150,000,  it  is  clear  that,  to  raise  the 
men  borne  on  the  return,  it  was  necessary  to  ex- 
pend $1,949,054.  This  will  leave  $63^385  in  the 
hands  or  the  recruiting  officeis,  nearly  the  whole 
of  which  must  have  been  sinee  expended  in  the 
recruiting  service. 

With  much  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Mr, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  BELL,  inspV  GtneraU 


CAPTURE  OP  THE  CITY  OP  WASHINGTON 
[Commanicated  to  the  Hooss^  November  39, 1814.] 

IllTBB  HonSB  OF  RBPRBSailTATIYSff, 

September  23, 1814. 

Beiolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  causes  of  the  success  of  the  enemy 
in  his  recent  enterprises  against  this  metropolis, 
and  the  neighboring  town  of  Alexandria;  and 
into  the  manner  in  which  the  public  buildings 
and  property  were  destroyed,  and  the  amount 
thereof,  and  that  they  have  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr. 
Stockton,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Goldsborough,  Mr. 
Barbour,  and  Mr.  Pickens,  were  appointed  the  said 
committee. 

Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson  made  the  following 
report : 

The  comibiuee  charged  with  an  inquiry  so  inti- 
mately coQcerniog  the  character  of  Administra- 
tion, tne  sensibility  of  the  nation,  and  the  honor 
of  its  arms,  as  the  causes  of  success  of  the  enemy 
in  his  recent  enterprises  against  this  metropolis, 
d;c.,  have  endeavored  to  combine  despatch  with 
effect,  in  the  manner  in  which  they  have  col- 
lected the  facts  and  views  presented  in  the  fol- 
lowing statement: 

Proceedings  of  the  Cabinet  of  1th  June,  1814. 

Previous  to  the  2d  of  July,  this  city  composed 
a  part  of  military  district  No.  5.  Early  in  June 
last,  the  Secretary  of  War  furnished  the  Presi- 
dent, at  his  request,  with  a  general  report  of  the 
suength  of  the  regular  troops  and  militia  then  in 
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tht  serrice  of  the  United  States,  and  their  distri- 
bution ;  which  was  submitted  to  the  Heads  of  De- 
?rtment8,  bf  the  Presideot,  on  the  7ih  of  June, 
he  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  furnished  the  Pres- 
ident with  a  similar  estimate  of  our  naral  forces : 
that  which  was  applicable  to  the  limits  of  military 
district  No.  tO,  will  hereafter  appear.  By  a  refer- 
ence to  the  estimate  of  the  lead  forces,  it  appears, 
that  the  aggregate  number  of  troops  stationed  in 
district  No.  5,  on  the  7th  of  June,  amounted  to  two 
thousaud  two  hundred  and  eight,  of  which,  there 
were  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fiftv-four 
effectires,  stitioned  as  follows :  At  Norfolk,  two 
hundred  and  twenty-four  artillerist^^ ;  the  20th, 
35th,  and  1st  battalion  of  the  SSth  regiment  of 
infantry,  amounting  to  nine  hundred  ana  twelve; 
at  Baltimore,  one  hundred  and  eleven  artillerists; 
2d  battalion  of  the  38th  infantry,  amounting  to 
three  hundred  and  sixteen:  sea  fencibles,  one 
hundred  and  seventy-three ;  at  Annapolis,  forty 
artillerists ;  at  Fort  Washington,  eighty-two  ar- 
tillerista ;  St.  Mary's,  36th  regiment  of  infantry, 
three  hundred  and  fifty.  The  meetine  of  the 
Cabinet  on  the  7th,  and  the  estimates  of  land  and 
naval  forces,  had  no  particular  relation  to  the 
<lefence  of  any  part  of  military  district  No.  5 ; 
but  for  measures  g:enerally,  and  partieukrljr  in 
regard  to  the  eampaign  on  our  territorial  frontiers 
in  the  North  and  Northwest.  Nor  does  it  appear 
that  this  city  had  excited  more  than  ordinary  at- 
tention at  this  time. 

Proceeding  of  ^  Cabinet  of  the  let  of  July. 

But.  soon  after,  eertain  intelligence  being  re- 
ceivea  of  the  complete  success  of  the  allies  in  the 
attbjuffation  of  France,  the  President  believed 
that  tne  enem^  had  the  inclination  and  power  to 
increase  his  military  and  naval  forces  against  the 
United  States ;  and,  in  that  event,  he  believed 
that  a  variety  of  considerations  would  present 
this  city  as  one  of  the  prominent  objects  of  attack. 
On  the  26th  of  June,  despatches  were  received 
from  Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr.  Bayard,  confirming 
the  views  of  the  President,  which  induced  him 
to  convene  the  Heads  of  Departments  on  the  1st 
of  July ;  at  which  time  he  presented  a  plan  of  a 
force  immediately  to  be  called  into  the' field,  and 
an  additional  force  to  be  kept  in  readiness  to 
march,  without  delay,  in  case  of  necessity.  It 
seemed  to  be  his  object  that  some  position  should 
betaken  between  the  Eastern  Branch  and  Patux- 
ent,  with  two  or  three  thousand  men,  and  that 
an  additional  force  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand 
militia  and  volunteers  should  be  held  in  readiness 
in  the  neighboring  States,  inclodiog  the  militia 
of  the  District  of  Oolambia,  and  that  convenient 
depots  of  arms  and  military  equipments  should 
be  established.  The  measures  suggested  were 
approved  by  the  Heads  of  Departments;  or,  in 
other  words,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  dissent 
Was  expressed. 

Correepondence  rf  the  Secretary  rf  War  and 

Clehena  Winder. 

The  next  day,  July  the  2d,  by  a  reneral  order 
of  the  War  Department,  the  10th  military  district 
was  created,  to  eitabraee  the  State  of  Maryland, 


the  District  of  OofoflaAia,aiid  that  ptTtoTYir^fia 
lying  between  the  Rarppahannock  tid  Poioai^ 
under  the  command  of  BriitadierGeoenlVifik 
wha  being  then  in  Baltimore,  wis  tirisei «' 
the  fact  by  a  letter  from  the  Seenaryof  Wv 
of  the  same  date.  On  the  4ib  of  JoIt.i  req{rm> 
tion  was  made  on  eertain  Suites  fort eorps  of 
ninety-three  thousand  five  hondred  on,4si;- 
nating  the  quota  of  each,  with  a  reqwa  ic  & 
Executive  of  each  State  to  detaeh.  tai  \^  in 
readiness  for  immediate  service,  tbttriofKdTe 
detachments,  recommending  the  eipedicinQf 
fixing  the  places  of  rendexroos,  with  iktt- 
gard  to  points,  the  importance  or  eip«Qiti 
which  would  most  likely  attract  tbrient^ 
the  enemy.  Of  that  requisiiios,  tvo  tkosii 
effectives  from  the  quota  of  Virpit,'  fire(it» 
sand  from  that  of  Pennsylvanit;  sixtiioinisi 
the  whole  quota  of  Maryland :  and  twoibooaei 
the  estimated  number  of  the  militia  of  tb«  D» 
trict  of  Columbia,  were  pat  at  the  disiN)sitJoii^ 
the  Commanding  General,  as  heietfier  ippen 
making  the  aggregate  nnmber  of  fifieeo  tbooui 
exclusive  of  the  regular  troops,  ris:  tbe  ^ 
regiment,  one  battalion  of  the  38th,  two  tmf< 
of  dragoons,  two  companies  of  the  M'ahst:j. 
one  company  of  the  12th,  and  two  coo{ui<sof 
sea  fencibles,  supposed  to  amooottoooeihooaod 
men,  besides  the  artillerists  eomposiagtbe  gin- 
sons  of  Forts  McHenry  and  Wishiofioo. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  General  Wimlef.iiii'^ 
ter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  \ka\jKtci 
the  duties  which  devolved  u^^»^' 
mander  of  the  10th  military  dtstnet  i  |R«- 
vious  conversation  is  alluded  to  u  h^m^ 
place  between  them, in  eoaseqaeoeeof  then- 
qtiest  of  the  Secretary  ia  his  letter  of  (i»  » 
of  July.  General  Winder  appew  w  hift^ 
deratood  the  intention  of  the  Beattujof  m 
to  be,  that  the  militia  force  ptnadk^l^^ 
military  district  should  be  dftvi'^^^fj?!' 
nated,  but  that  no  oart  of  itsMftK^^^"^' 
the  field  until  the  hosUle  8qfldnn»tiieCl>»- 
peake  should  be  reinforced  to  such  uexttot^ 

to  render  it  probable  that  a  leiws  *i«^ J^ 
contemplated;  states  the  difficaliy  of  *m(; 
force,  in  an  emergency,  sufficient  to  Kttra «« 
advance  of  the  enemv;  and  «ifi»tstM»F 
dienoy  of  calling  out  four  ihouiandof  th«Dj»M, 
with  a  view  to  station  them,  in  equal  ^^^ 
between  South  river  and  Wa>hingioB,M<>"* 
vicinity  of  Baltimore.  , « ., ;. 

On  the  12th  of  July,  the  Secreury  of  ^*^^ 
a  letter  to  General  Winder,  encloses  a  cwn*- 
addressed  to  the  Governors  of  certain  Stttftj^ 


quiring  a  body  of  militia  to  be  orgs 
ped,  and  held  in  readiness  forhimittri^ 
authorizes  him,  in  case  of  actoil  or  mea*^  . 
vasion  of  the  district  under  his  comDanM^  * 
for  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  qo;»«*j;i;s 
the  Sute  of  Maryland;  and  io  uother.o^^^' 
July,  the  Secretary  authoriwa  Qen^tai  % 
to  ciraw  from  Virginia  two  ihotistnd  fflen^^ 
Pennsylvania,  five  thousand  «««?  ".Lti 
him  that  the  whole  of  the  militi*  of  i^^t^ 
of  Oolambia,  amounting  to  aboat  two  tv^ 
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in  a  dispossM*  state,  and  sobject  to  bis  or« 

;  making,  together  with  the  six  thouiaad 
3  Marylaad,  the  estimate  of  llfieeo  tboasaod 
itia.  On  the  15th  of  Jotf,  the  Secretary  of 
r  advised  GteD«ral  Winder  that  Qeaeral  Par- 
lad  coamoaiealed  the  fact  of  the  arriTal  of 
iraD  of  Cocbrane's  fleet  at  Ly  aha  Ten  Bay,  aod 

the  agent  at  Point  Lookoot  had  represented 

t'wo  seTenty-foors,  two  frigates,  an  armed 
p  and  brig,  ascended  tbe  bay  at  half  |iast  Stc, 

meridian,  on  the  14th ;  that  he  considered  it 
»er  to  cell  into  serTice  the  brigade  of  miKtia 
eh  had  been  for  some  time  hdd  in  readiness 
Baltimore,  and  not  knowing  whether  General 
ider  was  at  Baltimore  or  Annapolis,  he  had 
meted  the  Major  QaneraL  under  whose  er- 
I  they  were  organized,  to  call  them  oot; 
^neral  Winder,  in  a  letter  of  the  IGth  of  July, 
le  Secretary  or  War,  among  other  things  ex- 
sea  his  embarrassment  in  reiatiqn  to  the  sltoa- 

of  Annapolis,  and  gires  it  as  his  opinion  that 
rge  force  and  many  additional  works  woold 
tecessary  to  defend  it  ag|ainst  a  serious  attack 
and  and  water ;  states  its  importance  to  the 
ny,  and  the  esse  with  which  it  might  be 
ntained  by  them  with  the  command  by  wa- 
and  an  entrenchment  of  seven  or  eight  bun- 
1  jards,  protected  by  batteries  |  •  represents 
t  Madison  as  exposaoj  and  unhealthy  in  the 
iths  of  August  and  September,  prorided  with 

fifty  pound  columbiads,  two  twenty^fours, 

eighteens,  one  twelve,  and  one  torn,  which 
ht  be  turned  with  toecess  against  Fort  Sev- 
;  that  these  ffnns  should  be  remored,  aad  ar- 
^ements  made  to  blow  up  the  fort;  and  rep- 
ints  the  Imaortance  of  defending  the  town  if 
means  could  be  obtataed ;  states  the  Governor 
Maryland  and  Council  had  taken  the  necessary 
«  to  comply  immediately  with  the  requisition 
Che  General  Government*  On  tbe  17th  of 
f  a  letter  from  Gkneral  Winder  to  the  Seere- 
r  of  War  states  that  iaformation,  that  he 
tned  credible,  was  received,  that  the  enemy 
I  ascending  the  river  in  considerable  force ; 
t  he  had  ordered  the  detachment  ^  laguisrs 
■iTotti ogham,  had  sent  out  the  alarm  to  assem- 
a  militia  force,  and  suggests  the  propriety  of 
Xvbl%  to  that  place  the  marine  corps,  and  all 

militia  that  could  be  proeored  from  tbe  Dis- 
t  of  Columbia.  The  Secretary,  on  the  same 
,  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  above  letter, 

states  that  the  marine  corps  wai  not  under 
command;  but  had  sent  the  request  to  the 
sident,  and  as  the  authority  to  call  the  mili- 
was  vested  in  the  Commanding  General,  he 
I  transmitted  his  requisition  upon  tlie  District 
isknerai  Van  Ness;  he  also  reminds  him  that 

two  refftments  near  Baltimore  had  been  called 
>  actual  service,  and  expresses  the  wish  of  the 
(sident  that  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than 
ee  thousand  of  the  draughts,  under  the  requi- 
on  of  the  fourth  of  Jolv.  should  be  embodied 
I  encamped  at  some  mtdcfle  point  between  Bal« 
lore  and  this  city. 

Prom  the  letter  of  <3eneral  Winder,  of  the  80th 
Fuiy,  it  appears  the  enemy  proceeded  up  the 


Pataxant  to  Honting  creek,  landed,  and  commit- 
ted some  depredations  in  Calvart  county,  aod 
returned  down  the  river.  Three  companies  of 
city  volunteers  had  marched  from  this  District,  in 
obedience  to  tbe  call  of  General  Winder,  which 
he  bad  belted  at  the  Woodyard,  and  the  detach- 
menu  of  tbe  86th  and  38(h  reaiments  at  Upper 
Marlborough,  while  he  proceeded  to  Annapolis, 
to  arrange  with  the  Governor  the  calling  oat  of  the 
Maryland  militia ;  which,  he  sutes,  will  be  im- 
mediately attended  to  by  the  Governor.  He 
states  that  he  had  called  for  the  largest  number 
directed  by  the  President,  via:  three  thousand, 
expecting  thereby  to  get  two  thousand,  the  low- 
est numMf ;  that  he  forebore  to  dismantle  Fort 
Madison,  as  it  might  alarm  tbe  people,  and  pro- 
duce dfM^reeable  sensations;  preferring  rather 
to  risk  it  in  case  of  aitsck.  On  the  23d  of  July, 
General  Winder  informs  the  Secretary  of  War 
that  the  Governor  of  Maryland  had  issued  his  or- 
der for  calling  out  three  thousand  of  the  draughts 
under  the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July,  aadliad 
appointed  Bladensbarg  as  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous according  to  his  suggestion.  In  another 
letter  of  the  same  date,  Gkneral  Winder  iaforms 
the  Secretary  of  War  that  ha  had  deemed  it  ex- 
pedient to  direct  Captain  Davidsoa,  with  the 
city  volunteers,  to  return  to  the  City  of  Wash- 
in^on ;  from  tne  two-fold  consideration  that  the 
facility  with  which  they  could  turn  out  and  pro- 
ceed to  any  point,  rendered  them  nearly  as  effect- 
ive as  if  kent  in  the  field,  and  the  importance  to 
them  individually  of  attending  to  their  private 
concerns.  That  the  rifles  used  by  Captain  Dough- 
ty's  company  were  very  defective,  and  that  Cap- 
tain Bnrch's  artillery  were  without  swords.  He 
recommends  that  tne  camp  equipage  should  be 
left  in  charge  of  the  company  officers  to  facili- 
tate their  march.  On  the  25tn  of  July,  General 
Winder,  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
at  Warburton,  near  Fort  Washington,  represents 
that  fort,  in  several  respects,  to  be  incomplete  in 
its  preparation  for  defenec ;  encloses  a  repfeeent- 
ation  of  Lieuieoaai  Sdwards  on  the  subject; 
makes  a  requisition  of  ammunition,  aad  requests 
that  Colonel  Wadsworth  may  cause  the  platlbrm 
to  be  enlarged,  so  as  to  malce  tbe  battery  aoora 
effectual.  The  report  of  Lieutenant  Edwards 
speaks  of  the  necessity  of  mounting  heavy  artil- 
lery in  the  block-house ;  states  that  the  eighteen 
pound  colombiads  were  not  mounted,  and  that 
the  ^rrison  wanted  means  to  mount  them,  being 
destitute  of  gin  and  tackle;  represenuthe  width 
of  the  platform,  which  ought  to  be  tweaty-ona 
feet,  to  be  only  fourteen,  aad  that  tbe  heavy  guns, 
at  their  first  discharge,  would  recoil  to  the  bur- 
toirs,  and  on  being  heated  would  run  over  it : 
that  five  excellent  long  eighteens  were  mounted 
on  (be  water  battery,  which  woold  be  very  nsa- 
fnl  in  case  of  attack ;  but  there  was  not  a  single 
pound  of  ammunition  for  them,  and  that  some  of 
the  gun  carriages  in  the  fort  were  quite  out  of 

order. 

This  statement  of  Lieutenant  Edwards  was 
^referred,  upon  its  receipt,  to  Colonel  Wadsworth, 
with  orders  to  supply  wbat  was  arantiag  at  tha 
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fort,  of  which  the  Seefotaiy  tdrbed  Gcnenl 
Winder,  bearing  dale  28th  Joly;  and  Colonel 
Wadsworth,  in  a  repreeentation,  about  the  aame 
date,  states  that  two  hands  had  been  ordered  from 
GreenleaPs  Point,  on  the  Monday  preTioas,  to 
ezeente  the  neeessarf  repairs  of  the  gun  carriages; 
that  the  platform,  as  well  as  the  parapet,  was  too 
narrow,  but  not  so  narrow  as  Lieutenant  Edwards 
had  stated,  for  it  was  directed  to  be  made  twenty 
or  twenty-two  feet  wide;  and  that  the  disadvan- 
Uift  of  too  narrow  a  platform  could  be  obviated 
wall  no  great  difficulty,  by  means  of  an  elastic 
handspike  introduced  between  the  spokes  of  the 
wheels,  which  would  prevent  them  from  turning, 
and  thus  check  the  recoil  of  the  piece.  Further 
states,  that  two  hundred  rounds  of  shot  and  cart- 
ridges for  the  eighteeos  could  be  sent  down  if  or- 
dered ;  that  he  had  long  since  directed  some  grape 
shot  to  be  prepared  for  the  eighteen-pound  colum- 
biads ;  that  a  tackle  and  fall  to  mount  the  guns 
in  the  block-house  should  be  prepared ;  that  Cap- 
tain Marsteller  had  just  informed  him  that  a  good 
uekle  and  fall  were  at  the  fort  when  he  left  it; 
and  that  the  platform  was  upwards  of  twenty 
feet  wide.  Qeneral  Winder,  in  a  letter  of  the 
86th  of  July,  from  Piscataway,  advises  the  Sec- 
letary  of  War  that  the  enemy  had  descended  both 
the  Potomac  and  Patuient  rivers ;  that  he  ex- 
pected him  up  the  bay ;  and  should  not  be  sur- 
prised to  find  Annam>lis  his  object;  which  he 
feared  would  fall  before  five  hundred  men ;  and 
that  he  should  return  to  Marlborouffh  as  soon  as 
he  could  ascertain  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 
On  the  27th  of  July,  General  Winder,  in  two  let- 
ters to  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  Piscataway, 
states  the  force  under  Qeneral  Stewart  at  eiffht  hun- 
dred; Colonel  Beall's  regiment,  at  Port  Tobacco, 
from  three  hundred  to  three  hundred  and  fifty 
infantry,  and  forty  dragoons;  Colonel  Bowen^s 
regiment,  at  Nottingham,  at  three  hundred  ;  and 
the  detachment  of  ru;ulars,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott,  was  also  at  Notting- 
ham ;  and  from  General  Winder's  letter  to  the 
SecreUry  of  War,  of  the  first  of  Aucust,  from 
Port  Tobacco,  it  appears  that  he  had  the  deuch- 
ment  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott  at  Piscat- 
away. 

Chrrespondence  of  General  Winder  loiih  the  (7ov- 
emor  of  Penneylvania, 

In  relation  to  the  quota  of  Pennsylvania,  under 
the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July,  and  more  es- 
pecially as  it  regards  the  five  thousand  men  sub- 
ject to  the  call  of  General  Winder,  and  assigned 
to  his  command,  it  appears  that  General  Winder 
wrote  to  the  Cbvernor  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
6th  of  August,  advising  him  thai  the  Secretary 
of  War  had  destined  a  part  of  that  quota  to  act 
under  his  command,  in  defending  the  country, 
embraced  in  the  10th  military  district,  and  re- 
questing that  he  might  be  informed  of  the  place, 
or  places,  of  rendezvous,  which  would  be  fixed 
for  such  troops,  and  recommending  places  most 
contiguous  to  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Balti- 
more. On  the  8th  of  August,  General  Winder 
writes  again  to  the  Governor  of  Penasylvania, 


stating  that,  since  his  first  coouBQiicitm,  heU 
read  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Wtr,^ 
July  the  17th,  which  bad  not  reached  bimiiu 
earlier  period,  in  coDsequenee  of  balino^bm 
in  constant  motion  since  that  tiae;  vliie&  u- 
formed  him  that,  of  the  qoota  of  oHiiitorPeiuh 
sylvania,  under  the  requisition  of  tke^kof  Joif, 
five  thousand  were  destined  for  tbelOikBilitiiy 
district,  subject  to  his  call  as  commudttioieer, 
and  requested  that  as  great  a  propottinsf  the 
detachment  as  possible  shoold  be  nflenca. 

On  the  llth  of  August,  8eeretarrBttbi.Qfi- 
der  the  direction  of  the  Goreraor  of  Peauiin* 
nia,  in  answer  to  General  Winder,  states  tiau 
consequence  of  the  deranged  sUieoftheDilita 
system,  great  difficulties  oecorred  to  the  Sxe» 
tive,  in  relation  to  theqooU  required  to  be  bdi 
in  readiness  for  the  service  of  tbe  UoitedStiss 
The  only  effort  that  could  be  made  towvibi 
compliance  with  the  requisition,  was  to  bin  » 
dered  a  designation  for  tbe  serriee  of  the  r^ 
site  troops,  under  the  militia  lav  of  1807,  d^ 
fore  the  expiration  of  that  law;  wbieh  order lui 
been  issued  by  the  Governor,  and  was  in  a  cms^ 
of  execution;  that  the  militia  Itwof  ISfl^fi 
pired  on  the  first  of  August,  and  tbat  iIi»Ba» 
sions  under  it  became  void^ except  of  sseiiHicen 

as  might  be  ia  service  on  tbatdaf;iBitf^^<»^ 
an  oversight  in  the  Legislature^  do coinF<f 
ganization  of  the  miUtucoold  beMf^^ 
tn  Pennsylvania,  untU  the  fonnblfooiiru^ 
tober,  when  a  classification  was  to  ^f^'. 

On  the  17lh  of  August,  OenenlWifldffMj^ 
a  requisition  on  the  Governor  of  Peun^^ 
for  one  regiment,  to  march  fortbwiijf  Ji>w^'.[ 
of  Washington ;  and,  on  tbe  daf  if^^^ 
consequence  of  large  reinforcenieotiof  J«m». 
iu  the  mouth  of  the  Patuieat,  he  «w  «« * 
whole  five  thousand  Pennsylvaoii  ^^^^^  ^J2i 
tue  of  his  previous  authoritf.  T*«^«]*^;. 
were  ordered  out,  to  rendezrosf  ^^^^^^ 
sylvania,  on  the  fifth  of  SepW^J «' ^f 
not  in  time  to  give  any  aiiioa  the  occuva  > 
which  they  were  caUed ;  mi«*^'T  "j- 
der's  letter  of  the  18th  receiiedbf  \)t^^ 
of  Pennsylvania  untU  theewaiog«"^''""' 
third. 

Correspondence  of  the  Secretanf  o;  "* 

General  Win^* 
On  the  13lh  of  August,  Geneiil  Wii«l«^'^ 
letter  to  the  SecreUry  of  War,  *taw  wj^ 
consequence  of  the  tcceptanceof  twaar^^ 
draugnted  from  General  Smiib^s  diTi«M.^^ 
the  requisition  of  April,  for  partof  the  rjl"^ 
of  the  4th  of  July,  the  imp»c"«*r.I?jrii 
impropriety,  of  calling  any  portioa  »f]rl 
ed  militia  from  the  Eastern  Shore  of  m^ 
and  the  necessity  of  leaving  aU  tbe  ofit,' 
diatelyupon  the  bay,  and  low  down  m'"^ 
en  of  the*Western  Shore,  for  1^}^% 
remaining  portion  of  tbe  MaryUnd  drtB,^, 
be  assembled  at  Bladensborg,  ins^%| 
three  thousand,  would  not  mnch  exceea 


for 
IB- 


hundred  ;  yet,  La  would  require  (h«  ^«^ 
order  out  aU  the  draughu  that  could  p^' 
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Bpnred  from  the  three  lower  brigades,  oa  the  West- 
ern Shore ;  hot  as  the  whole  number  draughted  on 
the  Western  Shore,  exclnsiTe  of  the  brigade  drawn 
from  General  Smith's  dirision,  did  noi  amount  to 
SAeen  hundred  men,  he  did  not  expect  more 
ban  one  thousand  under  the  second  order  of  the 
Gtovernmeot,  that  of  the  4th  of  July.  The  most 
mmediate  and  conrenient  resource  to  supply  this 
leficieney  was  to  take  the  militia  dnwn  out  ua- 
ler  the  State  authority,  and  assembled  at  Anna- 
K)lis,  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand,  into  the 
ervice  of  the  United  Stales,  and  to  call  on  Penn- 
^Ivania  for  one  regiment,  which  would  make 
lis  militia  between  two  and  three  thousand  men, 
lesides  two  regiments  from  (General  Smith's  di* 
'isioD. 

In  answer  to  this  letter,  the  Secretary  of  War, 
n  a  letter  of  the  16th  of  August,  authorizes 
^neral  Winder  to  take  into  the  service  of  the 
Jnited  States  the  Maryland  militia,  then  at  An- 
te polis,  or  elsewhere,  that  had  been  called  out 
inder  the  State  authority,  as  part  of  the  quota 
eqnired  by  the  order  of  the  4th  of  July. 

>(nre9pcndence  of  the  Secretary  of  War  with 
the  Govemore  rf Maryland,  Penneylvania,  and 
Virginia. 

On  the  27lh  ol  July  the  QoTcrnor  of  Maryland 
tates,  in  a  leuer  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  that, 
Q  conformity  to  the  request  of  the  President  of 
be  United  States,  communicated  in  the  requi- 
ition  of  the  fourth,  a  detachment  of  5,500  in- 
intry  and  six  hundred  artillery  was  directed  to 
e  organized  and  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  the 
tiortest  notice;  and,  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
eqaisition  of  Oeneral  Winder,  for  calling  into 
le  field  three  thousand  drausrbts  of  the  Mary- 
ind  militia,  by  direction  of  toe  President,  the 
rhole  of  the  draughts  from  the  Western  Shore, 
bout  three  thousand  fire  hundred  infantrv,  had 
een  ordered  to  embody.  He  speaks  of  the  ez- 
osed  situation  of  the  Western  Shore,  bordering 
pen  the  bay,  and  presumes  that  the  draughts 
roai  that  section  of^  the  country  would  not  be 
rawn  away,  and  expects  Baltimore  will  be  un- 
if  jlling  to  have  any  force  withdrawn  from  that 
lace,  by  which  an]f  aid  might  be  expected.  These 
oiisiderations  had  induced  the  order  for  the  three 
[lousand  five  hundred  men ;  this  force  was  to  be 
m bodied,  and  moved  on  the  shortest  route  to 
Uadensburg ;  that  the  artillery  of  the  State  was 
bout  nine  hundred  men.  two-thirds  in  Baltimore^ 
i  would  create  uneasiness  to  take  from  that  place 
3a r  hundred,  the  proportion,  and  he  had  sus* 
ended  that  order  until  General  Smith  should 
ave  some  communication  with  the*  Secretary  of 
Var.  In  a  letter  of  tbe  20th  of  July,  General 
ITiader  made  the  requisition  on  the  Governor  of 
laryland  for  the  three  thousand  militia,  urg- 
%g  the  necessity  of  having  them  assembled  and 
I  service  with  the  least  possible  delay ;  and,  on 
le  5th  of  August,  the  Governor  of  Maryland  in- 
armed General  Winder,  by  letter,  that  his  de- 
isind  for  three  thousand  draughts  could  not  be 
implied  with  without  the  brigade  in  service  at 
ialtimore,  from  General  Smith's  division ;  that 


the  draughts  from  one  briffade  alone  were  under 
marching  orders;  the  orders  for  the  march  of 
those  lying  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Potomac  hav- 
ing been  suspended. 

On  the  14th  of  July  Mr.  Boileau,  Secretary  of 
State  for  Pennsylvania,  acknowledges  the  receipt 
of  the  communication  from  the  War  Department, 
containing  the  reouisition  of  the  14th  ot  July,  for 
fourteen  thousand  Pennsylvania  militia,  which 
was  forwarded  br  express  to  the  GK)vernor,  who 
was  ilbsent)  at  Selin's  Grove,  with  assurances 
that  the  Governor  would  execute,  with  promptness, 
the  requisition  of  the  General  Government.  On 
the  25th  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  directs 
the  Secretary  Boileau  to  inform  the  Secretary  of 
War  that  general  orders  had  been  issued  in  com- 
pliance with  the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  Jnly ; 
explains,  as  before,  the  difficulties  resulting  from 
the  militia  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  and  relies  on  the 
patriotism  and  voluntary  services  of  the  people. 

On  the  14th  of  July  the  Deputy  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral of  Virginia  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the 
communication  from  the  War  Department,  con- 
taining the  requisition  of  the  4th,  and  eoelosed 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  general  orders  issued 
bv  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  on  the  22d  of  June, 
placing  in  readiness  a  provisional  force  of  fifteen 
thousand  meiv  and  upwards,  to  repel  sudden  in- 
vasions, and  for  the  purpose  of  defence,  and  the 
points  of  rendezvous  designated,  but  not  organized 
upon  the  Military  EstaUishment  of  the  United 
States,  nor  for  a  longer  term  than  three  montha; 
which,  with  other  considerations,  prevented  the 
acceptance  of  any  part  of  those  State  troops,  as  a 
compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  General 
Government.  The  Secretary  of  War  was  ap- 
prized in  this  letter,  also,  that  ilie  whole  of  toe 
Virginia  troops,  then  held  in  readiness,  would  be 
furnished  witn  arms  and  ammunition  by  the  State 
of  Virginia ;  and  on  the  18tb,  the  Secretary  of 
War  informs  the  Governor  of  Virginia  that  two 
thousand  of  the  reouisition  upon  the  Virginia 
militia  would  be  placed  at  the  disposition  of 
Gkneral  Winder,  as  commander  of  the  10th  mili- 
tary district. 

Having  presented  a  condensed  view  of  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Cabinet ;  the  correspondence  between 
the  Commanding  officer  and  the  War  Department, 
the  Gk)vernors  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland, 
and  the  Commanding  General ;  the  correspond- 
ence with  tbe  Governors  of  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, and  Virginia,  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  m 
re^rd  to  the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July ;  it 
will  now  be  proper  to  present  some  facts  con- 
nected with  the  movements  and  arrangements  of 
the  Commanding  General  op  to  the  revocation 
of  his  command. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  month  of  June,  the 
Secretary  of  War  gave  to  General  Winder  the 
first  intimation  that  it  was  in  contemplation  to 
constitute  a  new  military  district,  embracing  the 
country  now  composing  the  10th  militarjr  dis- 
trict, and  that  the  President  intended  to  invest 
him  with  Its  command.  On  the  4th  or  5th  July, 
he  received  notice  of  his  appointment  to  the  10th 
military  district,  and  the  order  creating  it;  pro- 
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ceeded  to  Washiogton,  mod  eaUed  on  the  Seere- 
tarT  of  War,  who  eBomerated  the  rcsular  force, 
as  Before  suppoaed,  to  amoaat  lo  one  thonsaad  or 
one  thousanci  two  hundred ;  the  retidne  of  his 
command  to  be  composed  of  militia  tobe  draogfated, 
and  was  shown  the  circular  to  certain  States  mak- 
ingthe  requisition  of  the  4th«  He  then  retttrn«d 
to  Baltimore,  and  after  writing  the  letter  of  the 
9th,  proceeded  to  Annopolin^to  examine  it,  and  to 
explore  the  10th  military  district  generally.  The 
letter  of  the  12th,  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
was  not  received  until  he  went  to  Annafwlis,  to 
Upper  Marlborough,  and  back  to  Annapolis.  On 
the  17th,  at  Nottingham,  received  intelligence 
that  the  enemy  was  proceeding  up  the  Pataxent; 
wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  to  Qeneral 
West,  adTising  him  to  call  oat  the  militia  of  the 
county.  The  detachment  of  the  96th  and  38th 
regiments  was  ordered  from  South  RiTcr  to  Not- 
tingham, and  three  companies  of  city  nulida  were 
despatched  to  him  promptly.  On  the  35tb,  risited 
Fort  Washington ;  and  on  the  1st  of  August, 
fixed  his  permanent  headquarters  at  the  City  of 
Washington ;  viewed  and  inspected  the  District 
militia.  The  people  of  St.  Mary's  and  Charles 
had  become  importunate  for  aid  and  protection, 
and  in  obedience  to  the  wish  of  the  President, 
the  36th  and  38th  were  ordered  down  to  unite 
with  Qeneral  Stewart;  hut  the  enemy  haTing 
retired,  this  detachment  was  encamped  at  Pis- 
cataway.    He  understood  by  letters  from  General 


Smith,  of  Baltimore,  and  the  GtoTernor  of  Mary* 
land,  that  Stansbury's  brigade,  upon  application 
of  Qeneral  Smith,  bad  been  accepted  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  as  part  of  the  onota  of  Mary« 
bind  mihcia,  under  reqataitioa  of  the  4th  of  July. 
On  the  morning  of  the  18th  of  August,  Thnnday, 
sntelliffenee  was  received  from  the  obserratory  at 
Point  Lookout,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  17th, 
the  enemy's  fleet  off  that  place  had  been  rein- 
forced by  a  formidable  squadron  of  ships  and  ves- 
mAM  of  various  sizes.  The  Commanding  Qeneral 
immediately  made  requisitions  on  the  QoTernors 
of  Pennsylrania  and  Maryland ;  various  officers 
of  militia,  and  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia, were  ordered  out  en  mama. 

On  the  19th,  Qeneral  Winder,  ia  a  letter  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  submitted  several  proposi- 
tions to  the  President:  Ist.  Would  it  be  expe- 
dient, under  the  direction  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, to  have  vessels  ready  to  be  sm»k  in  the 
Potomac^  at  Fort  Wa»hington,  or  other  points,  at 
a  moment's  warning,  to  obstruct  the  navigation  ? 
8d.  Would  it  not  be  proper  to  put  all  the  boats 
which  can  be  propelled  by  oars  that  are  at  the 
City  of  Washington,  under  the  control  of  the 
navy  at  Fort  Washington,  to  transport  troops  as 
events  may  require  1  3d.  Would  it  not  bo  con- 
venient to  put  the  marine  corps  into  service  1  at 
all  events,  to  cause  them  to  be  in  readiness  to  re- 
iaibrce  Fort  Washington  at  a  moments  notice, 
or  to  be  applied,  as  events  require,  to  any  point 
of  defence?  4th.  That  the  force  ohder  Commo- 
dore Baroev  may  co-operate  wifth  the  Command- 
ing QeneraJ,  in  case  of  the  abandonment  of  the 
fiotiUa.    On  the  same  day,  the  Secietary  of  War 


in  a  letter  states,  that  the  piopssitioiis  M  hs 
submitted  to  the  President,  and  Qeaeni  Wade 
is  referred  to  the  Navy  DepartmeilM  c^sl^ 
jectof  the  propositions  relating  totkaKtssi: 
thai  department.  Gkneral  Windof^  M  opa 
the  militia  en  moMee  is  approved  jiid,  os  i^ 
same  day,  the  Secretary  oi  War,  ii  i  leoer  ib 
Gkneral  Winder,  advises  that  the  emkr  be 
pushed  into  the  neifphborhood  of  thecBttTviUh 
out  delay,  if  he  indicated  an  attack  «i«tkKCitr 
of  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  drtTii|fl[ul 
horses  and  cattle,  and  all  supines  of  fotift4&, 
in  their  route.  Not  a  moment  wu  to  hlai. 
Colonel  Monroe,  with  Captaia  Thonitoi'iinif 
of  horsey  proceeded  to  find  and  reeoaaoitre  h 
enemy  on  Friday,  the  19th  \  on  the  ssmeihrai 
militia  of  Gteoigetown  and  the  City  of  Wtskap 
ton,  under  Qeneral  Smith,  were  musterd.  Oi 
Saturday,  the  20th,  this  and  some  oiiicr  fon 
cotomeoeed  their  line  of  march  towaidi  Boi^ 
diet,  about  1  o'doek,  and  encamped  tkit  s^ 
about  four  miles  from  the  Eastera  Biased  M^ 
on  the  road  to  Upper  Mariharongh.  Oa  ibishr 
Colonel  Monroe  communicated  the  ioieliiraK 
of  the  arrival  of  the  enemy  at  Benedietiim 
Same  day,  Colonel  Tilghmaa  and  Cspo»Ciid- 
well,  with  their  commands  of  horKjVCRadeied 
and  despatched  to  annoy  the  enemy,  inp^  ^ 
march,  tp  remove  and  destroy  fonge  sii  pnfs- 
ions  before  the  enemy. 
•  On  Sunday  morning,  the  21st,  tiie  tm^  «« 
mastered,  and  the  articles  of  war  nnf  lo  tta. 
At  12  o'clock,  the  aunnes  onder  Gk^  ^^ 
joined  the  army  \  the  regttfaua  of  the  1^  w^ 
36th  ahNi  joined  at  the  Woodyard,sereiapbtt 
advance,  to  which  the  maia  body  of  osi  tmp 
were  marched  and  encamped  so  Ssads^  ugM' 
Two  letters  from  Colonel  Moareev  ss  Uw  2is, 
one  stoting  that  he  had  Tiewcd  ibe  caeia/ soi 
Benedict,  enumerated  tweaty-ssrMsgssfrrjgjH 
vessels,  some  bay  craft  and  kufei;  ^  <^ 
dated  from  Nottingham,  statiig  the  tdfiBoe  of 
the  enemy  upon  that  place  by  Itad  saA  vtftf, 
and  recooMiendiag  the  ConaudinK  te^J° 
despatch  £ve  hundred  or  six kaadRd  nm lehtt 
upon  the  enemy.  Colonel  Msmee  and  GdoBel 
Beall  both  joined  the  army  at  ni^SjUdginu 
accoottt  that  the  enony  had  beea  visvedbf  iM. 
Colottel  Beall  calcukted  that  he  bad  Ktniotf 
thousand,  without  supposing  he  bad  seea  i^ 
Colonel  Monroe  estimated  the  enemy  at  aMs: 
six  thousand :  Captain  Herbert  joias  witb  bb 
taoop  \  Colonel  Lavall  had  joined  with  two  e* 
panics  of  cavalry  on  the  day  previoos;  the  es^ 
remained  at  Nottingham,  eseept  an  >^v**^ 
tachment  about  three  miles  from  town.  Ma^^ 
the  22d,  early  in  the  morning,  a  light  dcttetai«| 
was  ordered  to  meet  the  enemy,  composed  (tfv 
36th  and  38th^Lieute9aat  Cetonei  Scott,  <> 
n^  Lavall's  cavalry,  and  three  compaaics^ 
the  brigade  of  General  Smith,  under  oisiB^ 
of  Major  Peter,  viz:  his  own  company  flf«^ 
lery,  Captain  StulPs  rtie  corns,  and  Capmi^ 
vidson'slight  infantry.  ThudetaehmeDtai^ 
on  the  road  to  Nottiagham,  about  9  o^eM'  ^ 
ranatnder  of  the  army  laarehed  aboat  ^^ 
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d^atiee,  to  mi  dtnRMl  pocitioa  $  the  Com* 
diog  Geoenl  with  his  staff,  aceoaptoied  by 
»nel  Monroe^  proceeded  Id  advance  to  reoon- 
re  the  march  of  the  enemy.  Commodore 
ley  had  joined  the  army  with  his  flotilla  men, 
les  the  marines  under  Captain  Miller;  the 
>  preceded  the  advance  dietaehnient  of  our 
s^  met  the  enemy,  and  retired  before  them, 
t  induced  the  adrance  corps  to  take  a  position 
ipede  the  march  of  the  enemy;  but  the  ad- 
e  detachment  was  ordered  to  retrograde  and 
the  main  body  of  the  army  that  had  remained 
i  hoars  in  line  of  battle^  expectioff  the  eaemy 
»me  that  route  to  the  city,  but  woo  idkik  the 
to  Upper  Marlborough,  turning  to  his  right 

haTiog  come  within  a  few  miles  of  our 
n;  upon  which  the  Commanding  Oeneral  fell 

with  his  whole  forces  to  the  Battalion  Old 
Js,  aboat  eight  mites  from  Marlborough,  and 
iame  distance  from  the  Ciij  of  Washmgton. 
his  time  heary  explosions  in  the  direction  of 
Iborough  announced  the  destruction  of  the 
ilalinder  command  of  Commodore  Barney, 
enemy  arrived  at  Upper  Marlborough  about 
:lock,  and  remained  there  until  late  next  day. 
?  joined,  it  is  presumed,  by  the  detachment  or 
menry  which  had  been  sent  against  the  do- 

be  Commanding  Glenersi  proceeded  to  Marl- 
ugh  and  found  the  enemy  encamped ;  several 
>ners  taken ;  gave  information  that  the  enemy 
Id  remain  in  that  position  until  next  day ; 
after  making  observations  of  the  eaemy  till 
close  of  the  day,  (General  Winder  returned 
le  army.  Late  in  the  evening  of  this  day, 
President,  with  the  Secretaries  of  War  and 
y,  and  the  Attorney  General, Joiaed  General 
ider  at  the  Battalion  Old  Fields,  and  re- 
aed  with  him  till  the  evening  of  the  23d.  In 
morning  the  troops  were  drawn  up  and  re- 
red  by  the  President.  The  most  contradictory 
irts  prevailed  as  to  the  movements  and  force 
he  enemy,  and  it  was  doubtful  in  camp  whe- 

AnnapoHs^  Fort  Wsshinffton — with  a  view 
o-operate  with  his  naval  forces — or  the  City 
Tashington,  was  his  object.  As  to  numbers, 
ors  Tibrated  from  four  thousand  to  twelve 
isand ;  the  best  opinion  was  from  five  to 
n  thousand.    Our  forces  at  this  time  at  the 

Fields  are  variously  estimated,  with  no  ma- 
ll difference,  at  about  three  thousand  men,  in 
following  corps:  About  four  hundred  horse, 
er  the  command  of  the  following  officers: 
Qteoant  Colonel  Lavali,  Colonel  TilffhinaQ, 
Kains  Caldwell,  Thornton,  Herbert,  Williams, 
;  four  hundred  regular  troops,  under  the  com- 
id  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott,  viz :  3dth, 
I,  and  Captain  Morgan's  company  of  the  12th 
ntry;  six  hundred  marines  and  flotilla  men 
er  Commodore  Barney  and  Captain  Miller, 
h  five  pieces  of  heavy  artillerv,  two  eighteen 
nders,  and  three  twelve  pounders ;  one  thoo- 
d  eight  hundred  militia  and  volunteers,  Gen. 
ithHi  brigade  of  Georgetown  and  city  militia, 

Maryland  militia  under  Colonel  kramer; 
vhich  there  were  two  companies  of  artillery ' 


under  Captain  Burch  and  Major  Peter,  with  six 
six^pounders  each,  making  an  aggregate  of  three 
thousand  two  hundred,  with  seventeen  pieces  of 
artillery.  The  enemy  was  without  cavalry,  and 
had  two  small  field  pieces  and  one  howitzer, 
drawn  by  men ;  and  the  whole  country  well  cal- 
culated for  defence,  skirmishing,  and  to  impede 
the  march  of  an  enemy. 

The  enemy  reoMined  at  Upper  Marlborough 
till  after  12  o'clock,  about  which  time  General 
Winder  again  ordered  the  detachment  under 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott  and  Major  Peter  to 
advance  and  meet  the  enemv  if  he  should  be 
found  advancing,  or  to  attack  his  positions.— 
About  this  time,  12  o'clock,  some  prisoners  were 
taken,  and  from  the  infomation  given  by  them, 
and  the  observations  of  the  videttes,  Qeaeral  Win- 
der was  induced  to  believe  that  the  enemy  in- 
tended to  reosain  stationary  for  the  day,  which 
induced  him  to  think  of  uniting  with  him  the 
forces  at  Bladensburg,  and  he  despatched  orders 
to  General  Stansbury,  and  other  corps  at  Bla- 
densburg, to  move  direct  for  Upper  Marlborough, 
and  proceeded  himself  towards  Bladensburg  to 
meet  aad  hurrv  on  the  forces  to  form  a  junction. 
When  General  Winder  left  the  command  with 
General  Smith,  and  proceeded  towards  Bladens* 
burg  with  several  troops  of  cavalry,  he  left  orders 
that  the  advance  corps  should  march  upon  the 
enemy,  and  annoy  him  by  all  possible  means  if 
in  march,  or  if  not,  then  in  his  positions;  and  if 
he  advanced  upon  Bladensburg,  Gkoeral  Smith, 
with  the  main  body,  should  fall  upon  his  flank, 
or  be  governed  by  circnmslaaces  in  other  move- 
ments. 

Captain  Caldwell  joined  the  advance  corps  at 
2  o'clock,  P.  M.  An  express  brought  intelligence 
that  the  enemy  had  left  Upper  Marlborough;  that 
our  advance  bad  met  the  enemy 'about  six  miles 
in  advance  of  oor  ibree«,  and  after  a  skirmislK  in 
idkich  Captain  Stull's  oompany  had  about  four 
or  five  rounds,  was  compelled  to  retreat,  and  that 
the  enemy  was  advaneing.  One  of  the  Aids  of 
General  Smith  was  despatched  for  General  Win«> 
dei^$  the  whole  army  wss  placed  in  a  favorable 
attitude  of  defence,  in  which  position  iieontinnad 
until  about  sunset^  when  General  Winder,  who 
had  arrived  some  time  previous,  ordered  the  army 
to  march  to  the  City  or  Washington.  The  ene- 
my was  about  three  miles  distant,  and  remained 
there  thiit  night  Having  remained  till  thegoing 
down  of  the  sua,  the  retreat  to  the  city  was  in- 
duced by  several  considerations,  stated  by  the 
Commanding  General.  1st.  To  effect  a  union  of 
his  whole  forces.  2d.  The  fear  of  a  night  attack, 
from  the  superiority  of  the  enemy,  and  want  of 
discipline  in  his  troops.  And,  3d.  In  a  night 
attack  his  superiority  in  artillery  could  not  be 
used.  The  march  of  our  army  to  the  city  was 
extremely  rapid  and  precipitate,  and  orders  occa- 
sionally given  to  captains  of  companies  to  hurry 
on  the  men,  who  were  extremely  fatigued  and 
exhausted  before  the  camping  ground  was  reached, 
near  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbis. 

General  Stansbury  had  arrived  at  Bladensburg 
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OD  the  22d,  and  the  5th  BaUimore  regiment,  io- 
clodlng  the  artillery  and  rifle  corps,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  23d ;  and,  at  12  o'clock  at  night,  Colo- 
nel Monroe,  in  passing  through  Bladenshiirg  to 
the  Citf  of  Washington,  advised  Gkneral  Stans- 
bury  to  fall  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy  forth- 
witn,  as  it  was  understood  that  he  was  in  motion 
for  the  ci(y.  General  Staosbory  having  been  or- 
dered to  take  post  at  Bladensburg,  did  not  think 
he  was  at  liberty  to  leave  it;  but,  independent  of 
this  eonsideration,  the  fatigue  of  the  troops  under 
Colonel  Sterret  made  it  impracticable. 

It  is  here  proper  to  state,  that,  on  the  22d,  the 
Secretary  of  war,  in  a  letter  to  General  Winder, 
which  closes  their  written  communications  pre- 
vious to  the  24th,  except  a  short  note  of  that 
morniog,  states  that  he  had  ordered  Gen.  Doug- 
las to  march  with  his  command  to  the  District, 
without  seeking  a  rendezvous  with  General  Hun- 

feiford;  that  a  detachment  of  the  12th  infantry 
ad  arrived;  that  it  should  be  armed,  equipped, 
and  march  to  the  Woodyard ;  that  the  Baltimore 
brigade  would  arrive  at  Bladensburg  that  day, 
and  suggests  the  propriety  of  throwing  Bar- 
ney's seamen  and  some  other  troops  on  the 
right  of  Nottingham— «  demonstration  which 
would  menace  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  and  nis 
communication  with  his  shipping,  which  wonld, 
if  not  stop,  much  retard  his  progress.  On  the 
morning  of  the  24ch,  in  a  short  note  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  General  Winder  says,  the  infor- 
mation up  the  river  is  threatening;  Barney*  or 
some  other  force,  should  occupy  the  batteries  at 
Greenleafs  Point  and  Navy  Yard,  and  wishes 
counsel  from  the  Government  or  the  Secretary  of 
War.  Upon  this  note  there  is  an  endorsement  in 
the  handwriting  of  General  Armstrong  to  this 
effect:  *'Weot  to  (General  Winder,  saw  no  neces- 
sity for  ordering  Barney  to  Greenleafs  Point  or 
Navy  Yard,  advised  the  Commodore  to  join  the 
army  at  Bladensburg,  and  ordered  Minor's  regi- 
ment to  that  place." 

On  the  21st,  late  at  night,  Colonel  Taytoe  ar- 
rived in  the  city  from  the  Northern  Neck,  where 
he  had  been  charged  with  orders  in  relation  to 
the  Virginia  draughts,  and  reported  himself  to 
General  Armstrong,  who  issued  the  following 
general  order: 

^  War  Dbpartm  bnt, 
AuguH  22, 1814,-12  o'dodc. 
^  General  Order  : 

"General  Douglass  will  assemble  bis  brigade 
at  Alexandria,  and  hold  it  there  subject  to  orders. 

"JOHN  ARMSTRONG." 

Colonel  Tayloe  executed  this  order,  and  Tues- 
day niffht,  the  23d,  again  reported  himself  to 
General  Armstrong,  who  issued  the  following 
orders: 

"  General  Order:  " Wab  Depabtment. 

"Lieutenant  Colonel  Minor  will  repair  to 
Washington,  with  the  regiment  under  his  com- 
mand, with  the  utmost  despatch.  He  will  report 
on  his  arrival  to  Colonel  Carbery  of  the  36th 
regiment,  and  make  a  requisition  for  arms  and 
mmmunition.         "JOHN  ARMSTRONG." 


*' Wab  Dbpabtmbmt,  iar.23, 1811 
*•  General  Order: 

"All  the  militia  now  in  and  mtrc%(oAk< 
andria,  besides  Colonel  Minor,  will  mnh  imme- 
diately to  Washington.  These  oHfn  will  k 
communicated  by  Colonel  Tayloe. 

"JOHN  ARM8TE0RG." 

On  the  18th  of  August.  GeoeniVu Unor- 
dered General  Young  to  call  0Qt,aaflK,ihe 
brigade  under  his  command,  iDelDdioji^  Alex- 
andria miliUa ;  the  same  day,  iwo  (roopofar- 
alry,  attached  to  the  brigide,  were  or^v> 
rendezvous  at  Bladensburg;  od  tbe  19th,aii«j 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  aecompsoy  CM 
Monroe,  Secretary  of  State,  and  tobcsobjeciti 
bis  order.    On  the  20th,  in  the  afteroooD,  Ga 
Young's  brigade  was  ordered  by  Qesenl  Wla^ 
to  cross  the  Potomac,  opposite  AleziO(ini.u| 
encamp  in  the  best  position,  sod  wait  lortM 
orders,  which  was  effected— the  brigide  c(M 
ing  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-four  men,  (va  bw 
six-pounders  and  one  brass  four-poaader.  0&» 
22d,  early,  General  Young,  by  order  of  GeBWi 
Winder,  marched  his  brigade  and  took  a  postija 
on  a  height  near  the  headof  Piacattvi/er»^ 
about  ihree  miles  in  the  rear  of  Fori  Wnbiaf* 
ton,  where  the  ground  was  ftToraUef()iisM|^ 
detachment  to  defend  thecooatryagaiostinoca 
greater  force,  and  remained  in  tbUpoaUMMi^ 
tbe  morning  of  the  24ih,  when  «wi^ Jf*" 
were  given  to  him;  first,  to  marcli »»»«» «J 
Eastern  Branch  bridge;  »ecood,iociwjjj?; 
tomac  to  the  Virginia  side,  dbc  Tiasbrffld 
was  intended,  in   its  disposilioai,  w  ui  ron 
Washington,  the  town  of  AlenBdria,M<i  ««<« 
in  a  situation  to  join  General  Winder. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  Geii««iw^ 
established  his  headquarten  near  tie J.tti» 
Branch  bridge ;  detachmeott  of  Ao^J^".'!. 
in  various  difectiona  as  fi^^^tT^ 
ing  narUes,and  arrangemesu  aide  u  «^ 

j^fSastiJn  Branch  Vridr^^W^^^^ 
Muor,  with  his  regimcni «  ''T"rTi,|„: 
eompJsed  of  six  boSdred  W««^  ••JXS 

io  the  twiligh'  ot  the  eremu  o{d.ef 
called  on  the  President,  who  wfcn^^'*^". 
Secretary  of  War  for  ocden;  ^  ^'^^ 
formed  him  that  arms  could  wf  «,"  c* 
night,  bat  gave  orders  to  report  ^«^^ 
net  Carbery  early  in  the  mtm>  ^^^^ 
furnish  biii^  Witt  arms  and  •«»»'"W^ 
was  charoed  with  that  <lu']r''J,<5*!!*^,i,V 
From  early  in  tbe  morning  «<ll  "^  "^fr 
noon  Colonel  Minor  sought  ColondCMW^,^ 

gently,  but  he  could  not  be  fowd.  °*^ 
headquarters  and  obuined  anordeifr«»^ 

Winder  ujkju  tbe  arsenal  for  «n«»>ft%k 
to  the  place  with  his  regiment,«B4  *  "^^ 
found  committed  to  a  yonog  """••JTnli!' 
in  gifing  out  arms,  Ac,  »ery  »"!"J,%* 
arming  and  supplying  this  m*f^Z>d 
sunce  is  here  gi»en,  when  the  ?«"'«"> 
out  by  the  offieen  of  the  regun*"'. »"' 
buuBcas  at  tbi<  crisis,  the  J<m  ^ 
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ml  ihem  OT«r  before  tbejr  coald  be  obtained. 
lonel  Carberf  arrived  at  this  momeat^  apolo- 
;ed  for  his  absence,  and  ioformed  Col.  Mioor 
It  he  bad  the  eveniDg  preTioos  ridden  out  to 
coQDtry  seat.    Colonei  Minor  was  again  de- 
ed some  small  length  of  time,  in  having  to 
laio   to  sign  receipts,  dbc.    His  men  were 
ered  to  Capitol  Hill.    In  the  meantime,  vari* 
reports  were  brought  into  headooarters,  as  to 
movements  and  intentions  of  the  enemy, 
e  President  and  Heads  of  Departments  col- 
ted  at  headquarters  in  the  following  order: 
e  Preaident,  neit  Secretary  of  State,  next  the 
orney    GeneraJ,  next  the  Secretary  of  the 
vy,  and  last  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Treas- 
together.    Colonel  Monroe  had  left  head- 
rters,  upon  a  rumor,  that  gained  ground,  that 
enemy  was  marching  upon  the  city  by  way 
Biadeosburg,  with  a  view  of  joining  Genersl 
tnsbury,  advising  him  of  the  rumor,  and  to 
bim  in  the  formation  of  a  line  of  battle  to 
et  the  enemy.    General  Stansbory,  for  reasons 
en  in  his  report,  bad  marched  from  his  posi- 
Q  in  advance  of  Bladensburg,  and  occupied 
;  ground  west  of  that  village,  on  the  banks  of 
Eastern  Branch.    Here  the  front  line  of  bat- 
was  formed  by  General  Stanibary  and  his 
eers,  with  the  aid  of  Colonei  Monroe,  on  the 
sumption  that  General  Stansbury's  brigade 
I  the  command  of  Colonel  Sterret  included  the 
amend  of  Major  Pinkney  and  Baltimore  artil* 
r. 

rhere  is  a  bridge  over  the  Eastern  Branob  at 
tdensburg,  and  a  larse  turnpike  road  leading 
ict  to  the  City  of  Washington.  About  four 
idred  yards  from  this  bridge,  some  small  dis- 
ce  to  the  left  of  the  road,  tne  Baltimore  artil- 
jT,  six  pieces  of  six  pounders,  occupied  a  tem- 
ary  breast-work  of  earth,  well  calculated  to 
nmand  the  pass  over  the  bridge.  Part  of  the 
talioD  of  riflemen,  under  Major  William  Pink- 
r,  and  one  other  companr,  took  position  on  the 
ht  of  the  artillery,  partially  protected  by  a  fence 
i  brush;  and  on  tne  left  of  the  battery,  leading 
the  rear  of  a  barn,  two  companies,  from  the 
iment  under  Colonei  Shutz,  and  the  other  part 
the  riflemen  from  Baltimore,  Colonel  Ragan 
s  posted  in  the  rear  of  Major  Pinkney,  his  ri^ht 
ling  on  the  road ;  Colonel  Shutz,  continumg 
i  line  on  the  left,  with  a  small  vacancy  in  the 
itre  of  the  two  regiments ;  and  Colonel  Sterret 
med  the  extreme  left  flank  of  the  infantry.  At 
s  moment,  Colonels  Beall  and  Hood  entered 
tdensburg,  with  the  Maryland  militia  from 
iDapolis,  crossed  the  bridge,  and  took  a  position 
a  most  commanding  height,  on  the  right  of  the 
npike,  about  three  hundred  yards  from  the 
id,  to  secure  the  right  flank.  In  the  meantime, 
K)Ut  eleven  o'clock)  certain  intelligence  was 
eived  at  headquarters,  that  the  enemy  was  io 
1  march  towards  Bladensburg ;  which  induced 
meral  Winder  to  put  in  motion  his  whole  force, 
:ept  a  few  men  and  a  piece  of  artillery  left  at 
\  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  to  destroy  it.  The, 
J  was  hot,  and  the  roacTwas  dusty — the  march 
IB  rapid  to  Bladensburg.    The  cavalry  and 


mounted  men  arrived,  and  were  placed  on  the  left 
flank,  and  some  small  distance  in  its  rear.  Gen- 
eral Winder  now  arrived,  and  told  Gkneral  Stans* 
bury  and  Colonel  Monroe  that  his  whole  force 
was  marching  for  Bladensburg,  and  approved 
the  dispositions  which  had  Men  made  of  the 
troops;  at  which  moment,  it  had  become  imprac- 
ticable, in  the  opinion  of  tne  ofiicers,  to  make  any 
eseential  change :  for  the  two  armies  were  now 
coming  to  the  battle  ground,  in  opposite  direc- 
tions; and  the  enemy  appeared  on  the  opposite 
heights  at  Bladeasburg,  about  a  mile  distant,  and 
halted  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  This  was  about 
twelve  o'clock.  The  troops  from  the  citv  were 
disposed  of  as  they  arrived.  Captain  Burch,  with 
three  pieces  of  artillery,  was  stationed  on  the  ex- 
treme left  of  the  infantry  of  the  first  line ;  and  a 
rifle  company,  armed  with  muskets,  near  the  bat- 
tery, to  support  it.  About  this  time  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  arrived,  and  in  a  few  moments  after, 
the  President  and  the  Attorney  General,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  the  disposition  of  the  troops. 
In  the  meantime,  as  the  enemy  advanced  into 
Bladensbure,  the  officers  were  forming  rapidly 
the  second  une.  The  command  of  Commodore 
Barney  came  op  io  a  trot;  and  formed  his  men 
on  the  right  of  the  main  road,  in  a  line  with  the 
command  under  Colonels  Beall  and  Hood;  with 
a  considerable  vacancy,  owing  to  the  ground. 
The  heavy  artillery.  Commodore  Barney  planted 
in  the  road;  the  three  twelve  pounders  to  the 
right,  under  Captain  Miller,  who  commanded  the 
flotilla  men  and  marines,  as  infantry,  to  support 
the  artillery.  Lien  tenant  Colonel  Kramer,  with 
a  Ixattalion  of  Maryland  militia,  was  posted  in  the 
wood,  io  advance  of  the  marines  and  Colonele 
Beall  and  Hood's  command.  The  regiment  u  nder 
command  of  Colonel  Magruder,  was  stationed  on 
the  left  of  Commodore  Biarney,  and  in  a  line  with 
him  and  Colonel  Beall.  The  regiment  under 
command  of  Colonel  Brent,  and  Major  Warring's 
battalion,  and  some  other  small  detachments, 
formed  the  left  flank  of  this  second  line,  and  in 
the  rear  of  Major  Peter's  batterv ;  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Scott,  with  the  regulars,  was*placed  in 
advance  of  Colonel  Ma2ri;^er,  and  to  the  left, 
forming  a  line  towards  Aoajor  Peter's  battery,  bat 
in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  mask  it;  other  bmali 
detachments  in  various  directions. 

About  h|ilf-past  twelve  o'clock,  while  the  sec- 
ond line  was  thus  forming,  the  eneniy  approached, 
and  the  battle  commenced.  The  Baltimore  ar- 
tillery opened  a  fire  and  dispersed  the  enemy's 
light  troops  now  advancing  along  the  street  of  the 
vulage,  who  took  a  temporary  cover  behind  the 
bouses  aod  trees^  in  loose  order,  and  presented  ob- 
jects only  occasionally  for  the  fire  of  the  cannon. 
The  enemy  commenced  throwing  his  rockets,  and 
his  light  troops  began  to  concentrate  near  the 
bridge,  and  to  press  across  it  and  the  river^  which 
was  fordable  above.  The  battalion  of  riflemen, 
under  Major  Pinkney.  now  united  gallantly  with 
the  fire  from  the  battery.  For  some  minutes  the 
fire  was  continued  with  considerable  efi*ect;  the 
enemy's  column  was  not  only  dispersed  while  ia 
the  street,  but  while  approaching  the  bridge  they 
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thrown  into  some  eoof atton,  sod  the  Brittah 
officers  were  teen  exerting  thefnselfee  to  pretsthe 
soldiers  on.  HaYiog  now  gnined  the  bridge,  it 
was  passed  rapidly,  and  as  the  enemy  crossed, 
flanked,  formed  a  Ime,  and  advanced  steadily  on, 
which  compelled  the  artillery  and  battalion  of  ri- 
flemeo  to  give  way,  after  which  Major  Pinkney 
was  severely  woanded.  He  exerted  himself  to 
rally  his  men,  and  sneeeeded,  at  a  small  distance 
in  the  rear  of  his  first  position,  and  united  with 
the  fifth  Baltimore  regiment. 

It  appears  from  reports  of  sereral  officers,  Stans* 
bnry,  Pinkney,  Law,  Sterret,  dbe.,  that  the  com- 
mand of  General  Btansburv  was  three  or  fonr 
hoadred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  battery,  and  Major 
Pinkney's  rifiemen  and  some  other  small  corps  to 
the  leA  of  the  battery ;  of  course  this  small  pmrty 
had  to  fight  with  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy 
until  they  retired,  and  the  enemy  occupied  the 
ground  they  left  without  any  considerable  resist* 
tanee,  as  the  enemy  marched  on  without  halting 
after  the  bridge  was  passed.    Captain  Burch  and 
Colonel  Sterret  were  about  the  same  distance, 
when  Colonel  Sterret  was  ordered  to  adyance  to 
support  the  first  line.    One  of  the  pieces  of  artil* 
lery  was  abandoned,  but  spiked  previously.    The 
enemy  soon  took  advantage  of  the  trees  of  an  or- 
chard, which  was  occupied  or  held  by  the  force 
which  had  just  retreated,  and  kept  up  a  galling 
fire  on  part  of  our  line.    Captain  Burch's  artillery, 
and  a  small  detachment  near  it,  now  opened  a 
cross  fire  upon  the  enemy.     Colonel  Sterret 
with  the  fifth  Baltimore  regiment,  was  ordered 
to  advance,  and  made  a  prompt  movement,  until 
ordered  to  halt,  as  at  this  moment  the  rockeu  as- 
suming a  more  horizontal  direction,  and  passing 
near  the  heads  of  Colonel  Sbutz  and  fiLagao's  re- 
giments, the  right  gave  way,  which  was  followed 
m  a  few  minutes  by  a  general  fiight  of  the  two  re- 
giments, in  defiance  of  all  the  exertions  of  Qeneral 
Winder,  Stansbury,  and  other  officers.    Burch':* 
artillery  and  the  5th  regiment  remained  with 
firmness;  the  orchard  obstructed  their  fire;  but 
BOtwithsunding  the  enemy's  light  troops  were, 
for  a  moment,  driven  back  by  them,  the  enemy 
having  guinea  the  right  flank  of  the  fifth,  which 
exposed  it,  Burch's  artillery  and  Colonel  Sterret, 
who  commanded  the  fifth,  were  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Winder  to  retreat,  with  a  view  of  forming  at 
a  small  distance  in  the  rear ;  but  instead  of  retir- 
ing in  order,  the  fifth,  like  the  two  other  regimenu 
under  General  Stansbury.  in  a  very  few  minutes 
were  retreating  in  disorder  and  confusion,  not- 
withstanding the  exertions  of  Colonel  Sterret  to 
prevent  it.    From  reports  of  various  officers,  ex- 
ertions were  made  to  rally  the  men  and  to  bring 
them  affain  to  the  battle,  which  partly  succeeded 
in  the  first  instance,  but  ultimately,  and  in  a  short 
time,  all  attempts  were  vain,  and  the  forces 
routed ;  and  the  first  line,  together  with  the  horse, 
were  totally  routed,  and  retreated  in  a  road  which 
forked  in  three  directions;  one  branch  led  by  Rock 
Creek  Church,,  to  Tenleytown  and  Montgomery 
Courthouse,  another  led  to  Georgetown,  and  a 
third  to  the  City  of  Washington.    It  does  not  ap- 
pear that  any  movement  was  made  or  attempted 


by  the  cavaky  or  Honemen,  altho«gk  i^c&es] 
to  the  left  were  in  open  aad  scattmd  oriej 
they  pursued  or  pressed  upon  oar  Udo^ tod  ts« 
fortiuate  moment  presented  itself  for  i  duigt  i 
cavalry  and  horMmen. 

It  may  be  proper  hare  to  ofaserre  ikitGeoenJ 
Winder  states  his  exertions  to  direct  ikreireit* 
ing  line  to  the  Capitol,  with  a  fiewcdillriaf. 
This  intention  is  corroboratsd  bf  CMSier- 
ret;  but  it  appears  as  if  this  deten&iuiaffis 
not  generally  understood  by  theoieensfio. 
Colonel  Kramer,  posted  on  the  right  of  ikmd, 
and  in  advanee  ot  Commodore  Binwf,iitxxt 
drawn  from  his  position,  after  harisi  Biuoad 
his  ground  with  considerable  iigiuj  to  tbeeoesf, 
and  retreated  upon  the  comaaadoiColoBebBetii 
and  Hood,  on  a  commanding  emumce  to  ik 
right.    After  the  retreat  of  the  ailitii  uoderOr 
ooel  Kramer,  from  his  first  positioo,  tlie  aeofi 
column  in  the  road  was  exposed  to  u  uiuiei 
discharge  from  Major  Peter's  artillery,  whicbca- 
tinned  until  they  came  into  cootact  with  Codv 
dore  Barney ;  here  the  enemy  met  thegteiieti» 
sistance,  and  sustained  the  gfeateatioB,idnKa( 
upon  our  retreating  line.    When  tlic  eoeof  ctK 
in  full  view,  and  tn  a  heavy  coloffla  is  the  stii 
road,  Commodore  Barney  ordered u(p»^ 
pounder  to  be  opened  open  tbeoi,  wiuck  oa- 
pleteiy  cleaied  ttie  road,  seatteied,  uA  v^ 
the  enemy  for  a  moment.    bserenlineDP^^ 
rallyand  advance,  the  enemy  was iwolm"" 
induced  him  to  flank  to  the  right  of  oviiiies  a 
an  open  field.    Here  Captain  Miller  oM«i  ^ 
him  with  the  three  twelre  poaaden,iiitte  ^ 
tiUa  men,  acting  as  infantry,  with  ^^ 
effect.    The  enemy  contiaoed  tofl^JS,"!* 
right,  and  pressed  upon  theeomDis4«  tot«» 
Beall  and  Hood,  which  gave  wsf,  after  three  < 
four  rounds  of  inefieetvia  fire,  at  t  mm^^^J 
distance  &om  the  enemy,  while  Odc^^r 
other  officers  attempted  to  lallf  ^'^^ 


high  position.  The  enemy  ^f^,^^^^ 
flank  Vnd  even  the  rearof  ther^.^*^*^ 
line.  CoiMnodofe  Barney,  Ci^P";^ 
some  other  officera  of  hisconaisf  te»K  v»!r 
ed,  his  ammunition  wagons  hatnsf"^  ,. 
the  disorder,  and  that  whish  fl^i»»^^ 
tilla  men  had  beittg  exhausted;  ift  »>''^ 
a  retreat  was  ordered  by  CoiUsodoreBWt 
who  fell  himself  into  the  handiflfthe«eay. 

Theaecond  Una  was  not  ^^^1^^2 
posted  inaa'VantageouspoaitM»B»"**"vTlr/;^ 
andsopportingeach  other.  Theeo«mw»«rj 
etsl  Smith,  including  the  Geoigetowa  m^ 
mUitia,  suil  remained  in  order,  aod  inVT^ 
any  pan  of  them  having  jiwa  fjy»'j7j.-. 
command  of  Lieutenant  Colwid  Scoitonw 

ulars,  and  some  other  corps.   '^^^^^^ 
troops  had,  in  the  metntime,  advanced  oajj 

of  the  road,  and  had  gained  a  hoe  jar^«  JJ 
Smith's  command,  and,  in  en^^"?"!  I-a*- 
the  flank,  Colonel  Brent  was  V^^^^^Lgd 
calculated  to  prevent  it ;  the  ^^ff^TfC^ 
and  came  within  long  shot  of  P«'^/  ^ 
MagrudeHs  command,  which  ^?^^^*L^ 
fire,  but  without  mdch  effect;  and,at  m^^ 
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i  in  thk  nmatMB,  QeneMl  Winder  ordered  the 
lole  of  tke  trooiMj  then  stntwmrv,  to  retreat, 
tieh  wneeffeetedwith  ae  maeh  oroer  as  the  na«- 
e  of  the  frroimd  and  the  ocewion  would  permit ; 
»e  troops,  after  retreating^  ire  or  nx  hundred 
res,  were  halted  and  formed,  bot  were  again 
ered  to  retreat  b]r  General  Winder*  General 
nder  then  gare  orders  to  collect  and  form  the 
>ps  on  the  heights  west  of  the  turnpike  ffate, 
ttt  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  Ca|Rtol,  which 
er  was  in jpartezeeuied,and  the  forces  formed 
General  Smith  and  the  otJier  oiBeers^  when 
lonel  Oeetge  Minor  came  np  with  hit  regi- 
at  of  Virginia  ToJunteen^and  nniled  hisforecs 
h  Cfteneral  Smith's  eonnnand,  haviog  been  de- 
led, as  before  smitedj  in  obtaining  arms,  an^ 
nition^dbc*;  bnt,  while  in  tbeaiet  of  forming, 
aeral  Winder  gare  orders  to  retire  to  the  Cap^ 
,  with  the  expectation  of  being  nnited  with 
troops  of  the  first  Une.  Colonel  Minor  was 
sred  to  take  a  certain  position  and  disposition, 
:  eoTer  the  retreat  of  aU  the  fovees  by  remain* 
until  all  had  marched  for  the  Capitol.  The 
>p6  were  again  halted  at  the  Capitol  while 
aeral  Winmr  was  in  conference  with  Colonel 
nroe  and  Gteeral  Armstrong. 
?he  first  line  and  cavalry,  except  one  troop  of 
onel  LaTall's^  had  taken  a  route  which  did  aot 
\g  them  to  the  Capitol ;  the-most  of  them  had 
Beeded  north  of  the  District  of  Cohimbia,  and 
srs  dispersed  and  returned  home,  and  soi^t 
eshment  in  the  eouittr^.  The  Commanding 
leral  represented  the  diminution  of  his  forc& 
dispersion  of  a  large  portion  of  it,  the  want  <» 
ipline,  the  great  fatigue  of  the  troops,  aad  be- 
ed  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  make  effec* 
I  resistance  to  the  inrasion  of  the  city ;  nor 
he  think  it  would  be  proper  to  attempt  to  d»- 
i  the  Capitol,  the  troops  being  without  provi" 
is,  and  which  would  leare  every  other  part  of 
city  to  the  meiey  of  the  eaemy,  and  the  pros- 
i  of  losing  his  antiy.  In  this  consoUatioD,  the 
tretaries  of  State  and  War,  it  appears,  concur- 
in  their  views  with  Gtooeral  winder,  and  ad- 
*d  him  to  retire  and  rally  the  troops  upon  the 
fhts  of  Georgetowo ;  this  produced  an  order 
the  whole  force  to  retreat  from  Capitol  Hill 
lagh  Geofgetown.  On  receiving  this  order, 
troops  erineed  the  deepest  aaguish,  and  that 
er  ^hich  had  been  previously  maintaiued  was 
iroyed.  Qenezal  Smith  in  his  report  uses  this 
l^uaffe :  **  when  the  order  for  a  retreat  from 
Htol  Hill  was  received,  ^e  troops  evinced  an 
iiish  beyond  the  power  of  language  to  express." 
i  troops  were  halted  at  Tenleytown,  and  an 
mpt  was  made  to  collect  them  together,  which 
f  partially  succeeded.  Some  returned  home, 
te  went  in  pursuit  of  refreshments,  and  those 
i  halted  gave  themselves  up  to  the  uncontrolled 
ings  which  fatigue,  exhaustion,  privation,  and 
ippoiotment,  produced.  The  force  thus  col- 
ed  were  marched  about  five  miles  up  the  Po- 
lac,  and,  early  in  the  mornin|r«  Thursday  the 
ti,  orders  were  given  to  assemble  the  troops  at 
ntgomery  Courthouse.  General  Winder  seems 
kave  taken  this  position  with  a  view  to  collect  J 
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his  forces,  and  to  interpose  for  the  protecti<m  of 
Baltimore,  in  case  the  enemv  marched  upon  it  as 
was  aaticipated  bv  him.  On  the  SSd,  Geaeml 
Winder  despatched  an  order  to  the  conunaading 
ofiieer  at  Fort  Washington  to  place  patrols  on 
every  mad  leading  to  the  |arrbon ;  ana.  upon  the 
event  of  his  being  taken  m  the  rear  ot  tne  fott, 
to  blow  it  up  and  retire  across  the  river.  On  the 
adth,  the  army  at  Montffomery  took  up  the  line 
of  march  about  ten  o'clock  towards  Baltimore: 
Genesal  Winder  proceeded  on  to  Baltimore.  Oa 
the  27th,  Geaeral  Smith's  brigade  marched  to 
this  District. 

The  distance  from  Benedict  to  the  City  of 
Washington,  by  Bladensburg,  is  upwards  of  fifty 
miles.  The  enemy  was  without  baggage  wagoaa 
or  means  of  transportatioa ;  his  troops  moeh  esD- 
haasted  with  fatigue ;  many  compelled  to  quit  the 
ranks,  and  extraordinary  exertions  used  to  keep 
<^ers  in  motion ;  and,  as  if  unable  to  pursue  our 
forces,  remained  on  the  battle  ground ;  the  ene^ 
nay's  advance  reaehed  the  city  about  eight  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  the  hattle  having  ended  abeot 
two  o'clock,  or  before.  The  main  bodiy  of  the 
enemy  remained  on  the  heights  west  of  the  turn- 
pike gate. 

Doctor  Catlett,  the  superintending  snigeon,  who 
was  admitted  to  atteno  upon  the  wounded,  aad 
who  passed  throueh  the  enemy's  camp,  and  re- 
mained at  Bladeasbarg  until  the  city  was  ivacn- 
ated,  had  the  best  opportunity  of  estimating  the 
loss  on  both  sides,  as  well  as  a  good  opportunity 
to  ascertain  the  number  and  force  of  the  eaemy. 
His  estimate  is  as  follows: 

Of  tks  enemy. — On  Capitol  Hill,  seven  hun- 
dred ;  Turnpike  Hill,  two  thousand;  wounded  at 
Bladensburg,  three  hundred  ;  attendants,  three 
hundred ;  wounded  and  attendants  in  the  Cityef 
Washington,  sixtv ;  killed  at  Bladensbufgand  the 
city,  one  hundred  and  eiffhty ;  total  force,  three 
thousand  five  hundred  and  forty.  This  statement 
is  corroborated  by  all  the  information  ia  his  pow- 
er, besides  his  own  observatioas.  Mr.  Law  esti- 
mated  the  enemy,  on  its  march,  at  five  thousand; 
hot,  froaa  the  best  information,  his  estimatewould 
be  about  four  thousand  five  hundred.  Colonel 
Monroe,  who  viewed  the  enemy  on  hb  march, 
estimated  the  number  at  about  six  thousand.  GeiH 
erd  Winder  states  that  the  best  opinion  at  the 
Woodyard  made  the  enemy  from  tve  to  seven 
thousand.  Ourforem  are  variously  estimated; 
and,  indeed,  from  the  manner  of  collecting  them, 
and  their  dispersion,  makes  it  cftfficnlt  to  ascarlsiii 
the  number  with  perf<dct  accuracy.  General 
Stansbury  represents  Coloael  Ragan's  reffiiDeat 
at  five  hundred  and  fifkv ;  Colonel  Shutz's  rai- 
ment at  ei|[ht  hundred;  Colonels  Beall's  and 
Hood's  at  eight  hundred ;  Colonel  Sterret's  regi- 
ment at  five  hundred;  Major  Pinkney's  com- 
mand, including  two  companies  of  artillery,  three 
hundred ;  making  two  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  fifty-three;  but  General  Winder  estimates 
Colonel  Beall  six  or  seven  hundred ;  deduct  one 
hundred,  this  leaves  two  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fihb'three;  to  which  add  the  command  of 
General  Smith,  and  militia  that  united  wiUt  hiiti 
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at  the  Woodjrard,  Battalion  Old  Fields,  &e.,  the 
xegolarff  under  Lieolenant  Colonel  Scott,  bar- 
ney's commaod,  the  caralrf ,  dtc^  three  thousand 
two  hundred ;  making  an  aggrmte  number  of 
six  thousand  and  fifty-three.  Besides  this  foree. 
several  detachments  are  spoken  of  by  General 
Winder's  officers,  not  known,  amounting  to  sot- 
eral  hundred.  But  as  a  small  detachment  was 
left  at  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  others,  partic- 
ularly some  of  the  caralry,  were  on  detachment, 
reconnoitering,  dbc,  the  number  of  forces,  may  be 
estimated  at  least  at  six  thousand,  including  about 
twenty  pieces  of  artillery,  two  eighteen  pounders, 
three  twelves,  and  the  balance  six  pounders.  Our 
loss  on  the  field  of  battle,  killed,  is  estimated  by 
the  superintending  surgeon  at  ten  or  twelve,  and 
the  wounded,  some  of  whom  died,  at  about  thirty. 
General  Winder's  official  report  estimates  our  loss 
at  about  thirty  killed  and  fifty  wounded. 

The  probable  estimate  of  British  forces  on  the 
84th  of  Auffust,  toul  four  thousand  five  hundred ; 
killed  at  Bladensburg  and  in  the  city,  one  hundred 
and  fifty ;  wounded  at  both  places,  three  hundred. 
American  forces,  six  thousand;  killed,  twenty, 
wounded  forty;  besides  the  regiment  under  com- 
mand  of  Colonel  Minor,  six  hundred  infantry  and 
one  hundred  horse,  which  met  the  retreat  on  the 
west  of  the  turnpike  gate;  and  General  Young's 
brigade  about  five  hundred,  which  was  ordered  to 
remain  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  about  twelve 
miles  from  the  City  of  Washington,  until  the 
evening  of  the  24ih,  when  he  crossed  over  to  Al- 
exandria, and  proceeded  to  Montgomery  Court- 
house, to  join  the  main  army. 

The  enemy,  on  the  evening  of  the  25th,  made 
the  greatest  exertions  to  leave  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington. They  had  about  forty  indifierent  looking 
horses,  ten  or  twelve  carts  and  wagons,  one  ox 
eart,  one.  coach,  and  several  gigs;  these  were 
sent  to  Bladensburg  to  move  off  the  wounded :  a 
drove  of  sixty  or  seventy  cattle  preceded  this 
party.  Arriving  at  Bladensburg,  the  British  sur- 
geon was  ordered  to  select  the  wounded  who  ooold 
walk;  the  forty  horses  were  mounted  by  those 
whocoold  ride ;  the  carts  and  wagons  loaded,  and 
upwards  of  ninety  wounded  left  behind.  About 
twelve  o'clock  at  night  the  British  army  passed 
through  Bladettsburff,and  parties  continueu  until 
morning,  and  stragglers  until  after  mid-day.  The 
Tetreat  of  the  enemy  to  his  shipping  was  precipi* 
tate,  and  apparently  under  an  alarm,  and,  it  is  sup- 
posed, that  it  was  known  to  him  that  our  forces 
nad  marched  to  Montgomery  Court-house. 

The  Hon.  Richard  Rush,  General  Sunsbnry, 
Major  William  Pinkney,  Dt.  Catlett,  and  Mr. 
Law,  all  remark,  that  General  Winder  was  active 
and  zealous,  encouraged  the  men,  and  exposed 
himself,  and  acted  as  a  man  of  firmness  during 
die  engagement,  and  endeavored  to  rally,  with 
other  officers,  the  lines,  as  they  gave  way. 

There  seems  to  be  a  generaF  cooenrrenoe  of 
statement,  that  our  forces  were  much  fatigued 
and  worn  down  with  marching,  counter-march- 
ingj  and  their  strength  much  exhausted,  during 
their  service,  by  remaining  under  arms  much  of 
the  night,  as  well  as  tke  day,  by  false  alarms,  and 


otherwise.  Nor  does  it  appev  that  it  van 
erally  known  among  the  officcn  aBdoeionfa 
first  line,  that  the  forces  from  the  dtf  wereford 
behind  in  the  second  line,  to  meettbeoeDfoj 
support  them.  This  statmeot  is  nie  irr(i» 
eraf  Stansbury,  Major  William  Puhef,  ud 
some  other  officers  of  the  first  line 

BecofUvitUMiL 

This  statement  of  facts  has  broogkt^toa- 
mittee  to  a  reeapitulatioa  of  sone  of  tk  pi- 
nent  circumstances  in  this  partofihetmsm. 
Without  entering  into  the  eoosidoatiofirf^ 
means  in  the  power  of  the  A<lmioi9tntiQ&.tti 
the  equal  claims  of  every  part  of  the  teem 
maritime  and  territorial  froatier  of  tbe  Uita 
States,  in  proportion  to  its  importuceudo^ 
sure,  to  defensive  measures,  theeoDmitteewi 
opinion  that  the  means  authorized  for  the  seessr 
of  the  10th  military  district,  hf  the  PresiiiestK 
the  United  States,  in  a  Cabinet  Cooncil of  i^i^ 
of  July,  were  ample  and  soffieiest  it  u>  tbe  ttxi 
of  the  force,  and  seasonable  u  to  the  daerlB 
the  measures  were  aathoiized.  Ostke^ift 
July  the  10th  mUitary  dbtriet  wis  tw^m 
and  the  command  given  to  General  Wii^'t'i 
the  4th  of  July  the  reqoisition  opoo  the  Sate 
for  ninety-three  thousand  fire  boDdndsa  w 
made.  On  the  Uih  of  July  the  Qms^  ^ 
Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  acbofW|w^«* 
eeiptoftbe  reqoisition  of  the  4th,  tniprae«i 
promptitude.  Aboat  the  lOcb  of  U^  ^  ^! 
emor  of  Marvlaad  was  serred  w^^^^ 
tion,  and  took  measaies  to  desigBttt  icoqB  a 
six  thousand  men,  the  whole  qooatt« ^ 
State.  On  the  12th  of  July  Geseril  Winfia^ 
authorized,  in  case  of  menaced  orietnliBT^ 
to  call  into  service  the  whole  qooti  of  Miry»^ 
On  the  17th  General  Winder  w»  Mt*««"^ 
call  into  actual  service  not  ks  ^  ^'^J^ 
more  than  three  thousand  (^thediai9^|^^ 
to  his  command,  to  form  >P<!?*''?^\!^ 
stationed  in  some  central  msm  "^^^.-L 
more  and  the  City  of  Washii{V»-  O&tti^ 
day,  nihof  Jnly,beneralWiiiteiriiiJ^;^ 

to  call  on  the  Sute  of  Pea«iflni»^«f '"^ 
sand  men  j  on  Yirgmia,  tws  «^?«»*'.tJa^ 
mUiua  of  the  DistrKt  of  Gol»Bl^'^|!Tkni 
ble  state,  two  thousand;  together  vuh "» 

thousand  from  Maryland;  BMktof*^,*?T 
force  of  fifteen  thousand  diaafhttdmiliM;."^ 
thousand  of  which  authorixed  »>  ^  .7!l;r 
actual  service,  the  residue  ia  ^*,  ^^ 
menaced  invasion,  besides  die  «8T' "J^ 
timated  at  one  thbusand-^makiog  axwj 
sand,  independent  of  marines  aod  flou » . 
This  was  the  measure  of  defesce  contefl^ 
for  the  military  district  No.  10,w<^"lJ^{ 
taken  by  the  War  Deparuncot  optoit»«i 

July  in  execution  of  it.  ..  r  -^ 

In  relation  to  the  collection  of  «*»»J^;^ 

unfortunate  circumstances  interreoeo  w? 

a  great  and  manifest  failure.  w'^vt 

1st.  On  the  7th  of  July  Generil  >V^ 

authorized,  in  consequence  of  his  owosi^ 

and  in  conformity  to  the  wishes  of  ihcr^ 
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call  into  cetasl  serviee  as  raaay  as  three 
oQsand,  and  doC  less  than  two  thoDsand  of  the 
aaght9,  ooder  the  requisitton  of  the  ith  of 
Xy^  assigned  for  the  operations  of  his  district, 

a  permanent  corps  and  rallying  point  with 
;  other  forces,  in  a  centrsl  position  as  before 
ted,  to  protect  Baltimore,  the  City  of  Wash- 
'ton,  dec.  in  case  of  inrasion.  Qeneral  Winder, 
on  the  receipt  of  his  authority,  proceeded  direct 
Annapolis,  and  made  this  requisition  upon  the 
»vernor  of  Maryland  for  the  actual  service  of 
ee  thousand  men ;  and  on  the  23d  of  July, 
rty-two  days  prerious  to  the  battle  at  Bladens- 
rg,  General  Winder  informs  the  Secretary  of 
ar  that  the  arrangements  for  this  force  had 
>n  made,  orders  had  issued,  and  BUdensburg 
ed  as  the  place  of  rendezvous ;  and  encourages 
pectation  that  the  collection  of  the  force  would 
prompt  and  certain. 

[>n  the  d7th  the  Gorernor  of  Maryland  informs 
!  Secretary  of  War  that  measures  bad  been 
:ea  to  comply  with  the  requisition  of  the  4th 
July,  and  his  orders  had  issued,  calling  into 
toal  service  three  thousand  five  hundred  men. 
rendezvous  at  Bladensburg,  to  comply  with 
\  demand  of  General  Winder,  in  conformity  to 
\  wishes  of  the  President.  In  the  meantime, 
insbury's  brigade  had  been  called  into  service 
Baltimore,  on  account  of  the  alarm  about  the 
h  of  July^  by  the  Secretary  of  War ;  and  al- 
)ugh  this  force  constituted  a  nart  of  the  Mary- 
id  quota  of  six  thousand,  by  tne  consent  of  the 
cretary  of  War  it  was  to  make  no  part  of  the 
ee  thousand  to  be  called  into  actual  service  for 
!purposes  mentioned, 

ro  form  a  correct  estimate  of  this  failure,  which 
I  not  bring  as  many  hundred  men  into  the  field, 
the  words  of  General  Winder^  it  may  be  proper 
BtatCj  that  at  all  times  the  mariues,  flotilla  men, 
I  regular  troops,  iacluding  the  diflbrent  garri- 
18,  amounted  to  upwards  of  one  thousand  men. 
te  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia  amounted 
two  thousand  men.  These  were  always  in  a 
posable  state,  and  acknowledged  by  Creneral 
inder,  in  his  letter  of  the  83d,  to  be  almost  as 
cieottts  if  in  actual  8erTiee,and  the  event  proved 
s  to  be  correct.  The  disposable  force  at  Balti- 
ire,  including  Stansbury's  brigade,  amounted 
upwa.rds  of  two  thousand  men,  as  the  event 
>ved,  making  an  eflScient  force  of  at  least  eight 
msand  men,  if  the  call  for  three  thousand  had 
•n  complied  with.  To  this  add  the  designated 
ce  assigned  to  the  10th  military  district,  and 
!  force  to  be  raised  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion 
calls  upon  the  militia  and  population  of  the 
antry  en  ma»9e^  and  whose  disposition  is  always 
erated  upon  more  or  less  in  proportion  to  the 
)spect  of  success.  On  the  13th  of  August, 
enty-one  days  after  the  Secretary  of  War  was 
formed  that  this  arrangement  had  been  made, 
merai  Winder  advises  him  that  there  would  be 
nost  a  total  failure  in  relation  to  the  call  for 
B  three  thousand  men,  and,  as  a  temporary 
nedy,  proposes  the  acceptance  of  certain  State 
K>ps,  supposed  to  be  about  one  thousand,  under 
ilonels  Beall  and  Hood,  then  in  service  at  An- 


napolis, which  was  authorized;  and  these  troops 
came  to  the.battle  ground,  as  before  stated,  about 
one  half  an  hour  before  the  action  on  the  84th  of 
August.  The  reasons  which  operated  to  produce 
this  failure  have  been  detailed,  and  there  can  be 
no  object  in  baring  them  repeated,  as  the  com- 
mittee do  not  consider  it  a  duty  to  discuss  the 
merit  of  those  considerations. 

ddlv.  On  the  17th  of  July,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  by  letter,  authorized  the  Commanding  Gen- 
eral to  call  on  Pennsylvania  for  five  thousand 
men  ;  on  Virginia  for  two  thousand  men,  d^.,  as 
before  stated.  This  letter  was  not  received  by 
General  Winder  until  about  the  8th  of  August, 
as  appears  by  his  correspondence  with  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania,  after  a  lapse  of  about 
twenty-three  days.  In  explaining  the  delay  in 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  General  Winder  says  it 
originated  from  his  being  in  constant  motion,  in 
traversing  and  examining  thesituation  and  various 
military  positions  of  his  command,  and  the  letter 
had  gone  the  circuit  with  him  without  having 
received  it.  It  is  impossible  for  the  committee 
to  say  what  particular  influence  this  circumstance 
had  upon  the  collection  of  the  troops :  and  it  may 
be  proper  here  to  state,  that  the  difficulties  ex« 
plained  in  relation  to  the  militia  laws  of  Pennsyl- 
vania had  no  bearing  upon  the  failure  of  our  arms. 
as  no  specific  call  was  made  upon  that  State  till 
the  17th  of  August,  when  one  regiment  was  de- 
manded, and  on  the  18th,  the  whole  five  thousand 
were  demanded ;  but  this  requisition  was  not  re- 
ceived by  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  until  the 
evening  of  the  23d.  at  which  time  the  Pennsyl- 
vania detachment  had  been  desiffnated  under  the 
requisition  of  the  4th,  and  ready  tor  the  call  which 
was  made  upon  it. 

3dly.  The  unfortunate  circumstances  which 
delayed  the  arming  of  a  Virginia  regiment  under 
Colonel  George  Minor,  consisting  of  six  hundred 
infantry  and  one  hundred  horse,  who  arrived  in 
the  City  of  Washington  late  on  the  evening  of 
the  33d.  Colonel  ifinor  called  on  the  Secretary 
of  War,  after  early  candle-light,  for  orders.  Col- 
onel Oarbery  had  been  charged  with  supplying 
the  Tarious  corps  with  arms,  ammunition,  d^;. 
Colonel  Minor  was  directed  to  report  himself  to 
Cdonel  Carbery  early  next  morning^  who  would 
furnish  him.  Colonel  Minor  was  m  pursuit  of 
Colonel  Carbery  from  very  early  in  the  morning  i 
until  very  late  in  the  forenoon,  without  finding 
hiin,  and,  after  obtaining  an  order  from  General 
Winder,  marched  his  regiment  to  Greenleafs^ 
Point  to  the  arsenal  and  magazine,  where  he  again 
met  with  difficulties  as  before  slated,  which  de- 
layed his  march  and  prevented  him  from  being 
in  the  action*  Having  made  this  recapitulation 
of  facts,  the  military  question  is  presented  for  con- 
sideration ;  and  having  furnished  the  most  ample 
means  to  the  House  to  form  correct  opinions  on 
this  part  of  the  inquiry,  and  as  most  of  the  com- 
munications from  military  characters  enter  more 
or  less  into  this  military  view,  the  committee  take 
it  for  granted  that  they  have  discharged  their 
dtfty  by  the  view  they  have  UkeiK  and  submit 
this  question  to  the  consideration  of  the  House* 
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Ab  it  regards  tbe  part  taken  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  NaTy,  inclading  the  destractioo  of  tbe  Navy 
Yard,  dbc^  tbe  solieitude  of  tbe  Presidenti  in  an- 
ticipation  of  tbe  probable  designs  of  tbe  enemy 
against  this  city  and  the  adjacent  coootry,  in- 
dneed  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  to  cause  three 
twelve  pounders  to  be  mounted  on  field  carriagesi 
and  completely  furnished  for  field  serviee^  in  the 
month  of  Biay  last,  and  tbe  marines  uamed  to 
act  as  infantrv  or  artillery.  Previous  te  tbe  rein- 
forcement of  the  enemy  in  the  Patnxent,  be 
caused  to  be  mounted  two  long  eighteen  pound* 
ers  on  field  carriages,  and  prepared  for  field  ser- 
vice, to  be  given  to  Commodore  Barney,  in  case 
of  emergency,  to  co-operate  with  the  land  forces; 
and  Commodore  Barney  was  instructed  to  pre- 
pare for  tbis  eventual  service  in  ease  he  had 
to  abandon  bis  flotilla.  On  the  I8th  of  August 
the  Secretary  received  the  first  intelligence  of 
the  reinforcement  of  tbe  enen^ ;  tbe  day  on  which 
they  landed  at  Benedict.  Comnaodore  Barney 
was  ordered  to  destroy  his  flotilla  whenever  u 
appeared  certain  that  it  would  otherwise  be  cap- 
tured, and  to  unite  and  co-operate  with  the  forces 
under  command  of  Qeneral  Winder.  Letters 
weie  despatched  to  Commodore  Rodgers  and 
Captain  Porter,  with  orders  to  repair  with  their 
forces  to  the  City  of  Washington  with  the  utmost 
expedition.  With  every  exertion,  Commodore 
Rodgers  was  unable  to  reach  the  city  by  the  94th. 
The  enemy  entered  our  waters  on  the  16tb ;  it 
was  known  in  tbis  city  on  tbe  18tb ;  marched 
from  Benedict  on  the  20th ;  and  entered  this  city 
on  tbe  24tb  $  and  left  it  precipitately  on  tbe  even- 
ing of  the  25th.  Tbe  SecreUry  of  the  Navy 
called  on  General  Winder  on  the  20th ;  pointed 
out  the  volonteer  mechanics  of  the  Navy  Yard, 
then  in  his  army,  who  were  good  axe-men,  and 
would  act  with  effect  as  pioneers^  It  was  under^- 
stood  that  a  large  squadron  of  the  enemy's  fleet 
had  passed  the  principal  obstacle  in  tbe  naviga- 
tion of  tbe  Potomac,  and  was  ascending  to  coH>p- 
erate  with  their  land  forces.  Tbe  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  expressed  solicitude  for  Fort  Wasbiag* 
ton,  and  proposed  to  throw  into  that  fort  tbe  ma- 
rines and  part  of  tbe  seamen  for  its  defence:  the 
Commanding  General  did  not  think  it  expedient 
to  lessen  his  force  by  the  abstraction  of  a  part  sa 
efficient  as  the  marines  and  seamen. 

The  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  visited  tbe  Navy 
Yard  on  the  21st;  inquired  the  means  of  traos- 

Sirtation  and  the  assistance  left  in  the  yard.  The 
ecbanics  of  tbe  yard  bad  been  with  the  army 
from  the  first  alarm :  four  officers  and  a  f^w  of 
the  ordinary,  chiefly  blacks,  remained:  two  of 
the  old  gunboats,  the  only  craft  for  uaasportation. 
The  wagons  of  this  district  had  keen  pr&»ed  for 
the  army ;  ancl  tbe  blacks  usually  in  the  market 
for  hire,  were  employed  at  tbe  works  at  Bladeos- 
burg.  Orders  were  given  for  every  mean^  of 
transportation  to  be  used.  Tbe  public  vessels 
afloat  were,  the  new  sloop  of  wsr  Argus,  tbe  new 
schooner  Lynx,  three  barges,  and  two  gunboats. 
On  the  slip,  the  frigate  Colambta,  of  tbe  largest 
class,  nearly  ready  for  Uunohingi  her  equipments 


genciaUy  made  and  ready,  or  ia  ^^^  forwariaes. 
Besides  the  buildings,  eoginea,  ftxiuies,  sb<^/Br- 
niture,  of  the  several  mechanical  branches  is  tite 
Navy  Yard,  there  were  aboat  oae  kisdred  torn 
of  cordage,  some  canvass,  eoaaidtakU  qasntitr 
of  saltpetre,  copper,  iron,  l^ad,  block  tii.  nsfaJ 
and  military  stores,  implame&ts,  aadfiieiaamia- 
niiion,  with  a  variety  of  manolaeuircd  aibda  in 
all  the  branches;  seventeen   hondred  sii  forty- 
three  barrels  of  beef  and  |Kuk,  two  hasiniiBi 
seventy  nine  barrels  of  whiake j,  some  pbik  lal 
timber. 

The  Secretary  stales  that  he  had  oo  meui\dt 
to  transport  the  sloop  Aryaa,  nor  ptaee  of  adrn^ 
in  his  opinion,  if  the  enemy  took  poaacsrionofthe 
city.    He  ordered  the  barms  to  the  Little  Filk 
On  tbe  morning  of  the  24ih  the  Secretary  ytrnvd 
the  headquarters  of  General  Wlad^,  near  tk 
£^tern  Branch  bridge.    The  Presideat  aad  torn 
of  the  Heads  of  Departments  were  preaeaL   "ne 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  presented  to  the  Presita 
the  consideration  of  the  Navy  Yard,  in  the  ptes* 
ence  of  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Treasorf 
The  public  vessels  and  public  |»operty  were  de- 
scribed ;  the  importance  of  the  sapplies  and  ska- 
ping  10  the  enemy ;  and  no  doubt  aeemetf  ok 
entertained  of  the  union  of  the  wqpmdrtm  isd  tke 
land  forces,  should  tbe  enemy  aoeeeed  ia  tke  cap- 
ture of  the  City  of  Wasbingtoo,  Geoeral  Wlakr 
havini^  distinctly  stated  that  momtog^  that  Fort 
Washington  could  not  be  defended,    la  this eweat, 
nothing  could  be  more  clear  than  thepfuderaad 
destruction  of  the  public  baildtng»aad[  property 
of  the  Navy  Yard ;  and  whether  a  jnaciim  was 
formed,  or  the  land  forces  alone  took  ths  city, 
the  loss  of  the  Navy  Yard  and  public  propeRf 
was  certain.    Upon  this  representation,  the  Sec- 
retarv  of  the  Navv,  in  his  report,  saya^  jt  was  dis- 
tinctly understood,  as  the  result  of  the  eonvena- 
tion,  that  the  public  shipping,  navai  sad  miiitMrj 
stores  and  provisions  at  the  Navy  Tud,  should 
be  destroyed  in  the  event  of  the  sacmy's  obcaia- 
ing  possession  of  the  city.    It  appears  that  the 
articles  to  be  destroyed  were  in  store,  and  cou&d. 
not  be  separated  from  those  eaa\iUshiaeais  which 
might  have  been  left ;  one  of  the  haxgca  was  sent 
to  Alexandria,  and  remained  there  nadl  tata  by 
the  enemy;  one  gunboat,  with  salt  provisioBs, 
has  been  recovered,  tbe  other  was  ladea  with  pro- 
visions and  gunpowder,  but  ran  agroaod,and  vss 
plundered  by  the  inhabitanu  aSoot  the  Navy 
Yard.    The  powder  and  part  of  the  provisiosi 
have  been  recovered.    The  new  schooner  Lytf 
escaped  the  flamc^s,  and  remains  without  macfc 
injury.     The  metallic  articles  are  chiefly  s3 
saved^  and  the  Umber  in  docl^  and  that  whk^  » 
partially  consumed,  will  be  osefnl.    The  na- 
chinery  of  the  steam  engine  is  not  mock  ia* 
jured ;  tbe  boiler  is  perfect.    The  buildings,  vii^ 
the  exception  of  the  house  of  tbe  commaadsa;! 
the  lieutenaat  of  the  guards,  tbe  guard  hosMs 
the  gateway,  aod  one  other  building,  are  all  »- 
stroyed ;  the  walls  of  some  appear  entire.   7^ 
monument  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  si^ 
heroes  who  fell  in  tbe  attack  upon  Tripei^  s  a 
little  defaced.    The  issuing  store  of  the  yt^^ 
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its  contents,  wiiiok  escaped  the  originnl  eonllam- 
tion,  were  destroyed  by  the  enemy  cm  the  25». 

The  following  estimate' of  the  public  property 
and  hoildings  is  the  most  accarate  that  the  com- 
mittee have  been  aUe  to  obtain,  and,  which  to 
them  is  as  satisfiietory  and  as  accurate  as  the  na- 
tare  of  the  inquiry  wonld  admit,  Tis : 
The  Capitol,  from  its  fonndation  to  its  destruction, 
incluoing  original  cost,  altera- 
tions, repairs,  dbc.  ...  9787,163  28 
rhe  President's  house,  in^ding 

all  costa.  ....        334,334  00 

Public  offices,   Treasury,  State, 
War,  and  Navy       .       .       «         03,613  82 

41,815,111  10 

rhe  baildings  hare  been  examined  by  order  of 
a  commiuee  of  the  Senate.  The  walls  of  the 
Capitol  and  President's  hoase  are  flood,  aad  re- 
qaire  repairs  only.    The  walls  aS  tiM  piddic 


offices  are  not  sufficient.  It  is  eai^rased  that 
the  sum  of  foor  hundred  and  sixty  thoMaad 
dollars  will  be  sufficient  to  place  the  buildings 
in  the  sitaaiioQ  they  were  in  previous  to  their 
destractioB  -  -  .  .  ^460,000  00 
Loss  sustained  at  the  Nary  Yard— 
In  mOTeahle  property 
In  buildings  and  fixtores  • 


417,745  51 
91,425  53 


To  this  sum  most  be  added  the 
Library,  estimated  at       -       - 

An  estimate  of  the  expense  of  re* 
bnikiing,  in.m  plain  and  substan- 
tial manner,  Ae  Navy  YMfd.  so 
as  to  carry  oa  aM  the  public 
works  with  as  mach  advantage 
aad  coavtnieaee  as  previous  to 
its  desiractioa  •       .       .       . 


9069,171  04 


962,370  00 


KBCAFITULATION. 


Public  Property. 

Colonbia  -       .       .  . 

8loop  of  war  Aigus       .       .  . 

One  IsTge  rowgaJley      .       .  . 

Two  small    do.             «       .  • 

One  srmed  seow    •       .       •  • 

One       do.           ■       •       •  • 
OmiboslByrowboats,  d^ 

BoeOndldsr^sshop         •       •  . 

IthoksmUh's  and  phuabei^s  shop  • 

Gooper^sshop  '      •       .       •  . 

Gun  carriage  shep^  dto»  •       *  • 

Painlar!s  shop       *       *       •  . 

Blcrkmshsff's  ihsp         •       •  • 

Medical  store         .       .       .  • 

Ordnance  stese,  dec      .       •  • 
Naval  storest  cordags,  dec 

Copper,  irooylead*  dec  -       •  - 
Navy  storekeeper's  stores 
Ordnance,  small  arms    -       - 
Provisions  and  contingencies 
Umber,  plank,  knees,  dec. 

Anchors 

Miscellaneous  articles    •       -  a  - 


l^os. 


Originsl  Value. 


Value  Heoovered. 


BealLoB. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

9 

-9 

10 

11 

18 

13 

U 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

81 

88 

83 


9116,183 

76,000 

4,600 

6,000 

1^610 

1,006 

6^63 

8^668 

4,538 

7,636 

685 

869 

1,610 

8,678 

,18,769 

78,868 

49,966 

80,431 

173,884 

46,968 

40,000 

18,400 

1,380 


05 
00 
00 
00 
64 


U 


87 
00 

80 
85 
27 
77 
97 
04 
00 
94 
18 


9678,810  71 


910,438  00 

9106,691  05 

10,186  66 

64,813  45 

1,477  47 

3.0S8  58 

788  80 

8,877  80 

966  09 

664  tf 

686  67 

608  80 

5^8  34 

1180  00 

- 

8,888  08 

1,886  60 

8,868  80 

8^864  04 

M88  71 

— 

886  00 

16  00 

864  87 

- 

1,610  00 

— 

8,678  84 

— 

18,769  80 

78,868  85 

48,688  40 

7,448  87 

8,881  89 

17,608  88 

168,986  88 

10,358  75 

4,071  44 

48,890  09 

- 

46,000  00 

18,400  94 

- 

048  88 

781  18 

9860,486  80 


941T,V46  %l 


Capture  of 

In  relation  to  the  conduct  of  the  corporation  of 
Uexandria,  and  its  capture  by  the  enemy  in  his 
ec«Dt  enterprise,  the  committee  have  been  far- 
lished  with  various  documents  and  infbrmatton, 
ad  to  which  the  committee  refer;  bat,  in  Justice 
e>  the  town  and  to  the  pnUic,  a  brief  retrospect 
day  not  be  deemed  improper,  as  connecting  cer- 
ain  events  with  the  sttrren^  of  the  town,  on 
he  29th  of  August.  October,  1812,  a  volonfeer 
ompany  was  raised  in  Alexandria,  amounting 
0  about  seventy,  Sachidiag  oflfeeis,  elottidl  by  I 


voluntary  aid  and  douation  from  the  citizens  of 
Alexandria,  intended  for  rhe  hnes^  but  stationed 
at  Fort  Washington;  remained  in  garrison  tlB 
December;  ordered  to  Annapolis,  and  there  dis- 
charged. March,  1813,€aptam  Marstellei^s  com>- 
pany  of  artiUerv,  stationeo  at  Fort  Washington 
ror  upwards  or  three  months.  Slat  of  March, 
1813,  corporation,  by  committe«,  called  on  the 
Secretary  of  Wsr  for  arms,  ^c,  for  the  defbace 
of  Alexandria.  8th  of  May,  corporation,  by  com- 
asittee,  waited  upon  the  President  to  apprize  hhn 
of  the  raencelesB  state  of  the  town.    PreMent 
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aeknowMfed  that  attention  was  due  to  the  vep- 
resentatioos  of  respeetable  men,  and  the  proper 
attention  shoald  be  fiyen ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
apprized  the  committee  of  the  impossibility,  in 
tne  natnre  of  things,  to  give  complete  protection 
to  every  assailable  point  of  the  country.  11th  of 
May,  committee  of  vif^ilance  appoiated  to  eo- 
operate  with  the  committees  of  Qeor(tetown  and 
City  of  WashiOjgton  :  a  deputation  from  the  three 
committees  watted  upon  General  Armstrong,  and 
represented  the  necessity  of  additional  fortifica- 
tions at  Fort  Washington.  Colonel  Wadsworth 
was  ordered  to  attend  the  committee,  examine, 
and  report  upon  their  suKestions.  The  exam- 
ination was  made,  and  Colonel  Wadsworth  re- 
ported that  the  battery  at  Fort  Washington  was 
in  such  a  state,  and  it  so  effectually  commanded 
the  channel  of  the  Potomac,  that  it  was  not  to  be 
apprehended  that  the  enemy  would  attempt  to 
pass  it  while  its  present  defences  remained  entire. 
Its  elevated  situation  should  prevent  dread  of  a 
cannonading  from  ships ;  that,  in  case  of  designs 
against  the  District  of  Columbia,  an  assault  by 
land  was  most  probable.  To  guard  against  this, 
aome  inconsiderable  work  on  the  land  was  recom* 
mended ;  an  additional  fort,  in  the  same  neigh- 
borhood, was  considered  unnecessary.  On  the 
5th  and  13th  of  August,  1814,  the  corporation 
loaned  to  the  United  States  thirty-fi^ve  toousand 
dollars,  upon  condition  that  it  should  be  expended 
aouth  of  Alexandria.  After  the  defeat  of  General 
Winder,  at  Biadensburg,  the  corporation,  by  com- 
mittee, waited  upon  the  British  commander,  at 
this  city,  to  know  what  treatment  was  to  be  ex- 
pected, provided  Alexandria  should  fall  into  his 
Lands.  Admiral  Cockborn  assured  the  deputa- 
tion that  private  property  would  be  respected; 
that  probably  some  iresh  provisions  and  flour 
mi|;ht  be  wanted,  but  they  should  be  paid  for. 
Without  firing  a  gun,  on  the  27th,  Fort  Wash- 
ington was  blown  up  and  abandoned  by  the  com- 
manding officer,  Captain  Dyson,  who  has  been 
dismiss^  from  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
by  the  sentence  of  a  court  martial,  in  consequence 
of  it. 

On  the  28tb,  after  the  enemy's  squadron  passed 
the  fort,  the  corporation,  by  deputation,  proceeded 
to  the  snip  commanded  by  Captain  Gordon,  and 
requested  to  know  his  intentions  in  regard  to 
Alexandria;  which  he  proposed  to  communicate 
when  he  should  come  opposite  the  town^  but 
promised  that  the  persons,  houses,  and  furniture, 
of  the  citizens,  should  be  unmolested,  if  he  met 
with  no  opposition.  Next  day,  the  29tD,  the  Brit- 
ish squadron  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  so  as 
to  command  the  whole  town.  There  were  two 
frigates,  the  Seahorse,  thirty-eight  guns^  and 
JBuryalus,  thirty-six  guns,  two  rocket  ships  of 
eighteen  guns  each,  two  bomb  ships  of  eight  guas 
each,  and  a  schooner  of  two  guns,  arranged  aJong 
the  town.  The  committee  will  not  attempt  to 
condense  the  correspondence  and  terms  of  sur- 
render, but  refer  to  it  as  a  part  of  the  report.  One 
hour  was  allowed  the  corporation  to  decide.  It 
was  stated  to  the  British  officer  that  the  Common 
Council  had  ao  power  to  compel  the  return  of 


neschandise  carried  to  the  eoontry ,  aor  to  em- 
pel  Uie  citizens  to  aid  in  rmiainff  the  mnkm  lo- 
sels:  theie  two  poinu  were  yielded  ^cheeaeey. 
The  enemy  was  requested  to  ez^ais  wk^t  wn 
indoded  in  the  term  merekmndiae,  aUek  was  is 
be  talifen ;  and,  in  answer,  it  ^rea  sMitf  that  it 
would  embrace  such  as  was  loteDdei  la  export- 
ation, such  as  tobacco,  cotton,  flour,  Wcfoodiy 
d^.    The  plunder  of  the  enemy  was  isiKnau- 
nate,  and  not  confined  to  any  pardeakr^of 
individuals,  and  included  alike  non-fcndaaiad 
inhabitants.    The  plunder  of  eke  enemy  vtseie- 
fioed  principally  to  flour,  cotton,  and  tobsceo. 

EHimate  of  the  {oar. — Three  skipa,  three  ki^ 
several  bey  and  river  craft,  some  vessels  bond. 
sixteen  thoosand  barrels  of  flour  taken,  oae  tsoQ> 
sand  hoffsheads  of  tobacco,  one  hundred  and  it; 
bales  of  cottoa,  fire  thoosand  doUan'  wortk  k 
wines,  sugar,  dbe.  In  relation  to  a  letter  wiittn 
by  Admiral  Codrlngton  to  Capuin  Gordon,  ik 
committee  will  refer  to  the  entire  lecter  of  Gm- 
ral  John  MasoOj  who  gives  a  satisfactory  historr 
of  this  transaction ;  and,  to  complete  this  part  of 
the  subject,  reference  is  had  to  the  stateaieBt  d 
Ceneral  Hungerford,  giving  the  moveBM9&  cf 
his  troops,  and  explains  the  tnterviewi  k  bad 
with  the  deputation  from  Alexandria,  oa  ^ 
march  to  the  City  of  Washington. 

Cbficbmofi. 

In  the  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  saceess  of 
the  enemy,  in  bis  recent  enterprises  agaiast  this 
metropolis,  the  neighboring  town  of  Akxaadria, 
d^.,  the  committee  consulted  a  mode  d  iaresti- 
gation  least  embarrassing  to  thenselresaadto 
others.  They  determined  that,  as  it  was  iafe^ 
pensable  to  resort  to  sooie  of  the  parties  fer  is- 
formation  not  derivable  from  other  sooren,  it 
would  be  equally  their  ditiy  to  hear»  as  £ar  as 
practicable,  those  who  were  de^reoseersed  as 
to  character  and  reputation,  ^oa  tie  agency  rhey 
had  in  this  unfortunate  transacttsa,  with  a  deter- 
mination that,  in  the  event  of  say  eontiadictions 
in  material  circumstances,  to  reson  to  impaniai 
sources  for  explanation  or  correction,  la  the 
meantime,  the  committee  called  upon  those  who 
may  be  considered  as  impartial  observeiS)  for 
statements,  that  a  just  comparison  might  be  tnade 
of  diflerent  allegations  aod  representatioas.  If, 
therefore,  tly  committee  have  failed  to  call  opea 
persons  in  fmssession  of  any  additional  facts  ui 
views  not  submitted,  it  has  not  been  throogbt 
want  of  inclination  to  receive  ail  that  coold  k 
important,  but  from  a  want  of  a  knowledge  «^ 
such  persons  and  such  iaets.  It  was  a  qoetfiia 
with  the  committee,  at  its  earliest  meeting,  a^ 
ther  personal  examinations  before  the  connaidee 
should  be  adopted,  or  whether  resort  shoali  k 
had,  in  the  first  instance,  to  call  for  writtea  cam- 
municatioBs  to  views  and  interrogatories  sobs^ 
ted  by  the  committee,  and  best  calculated  ^ 
extract  every  important  fact.  SoTeral  cooskie^ 
tions  induced  the  adoption  of  the  latter  mode 

I(  gave  the  committee  command  of  part  «f  ^ 
time  to  attend  to  other  public  duties  eqvak)^ 
perioos  and  obligatory.    It  incurr^  no  tfF*^ 
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o  Gk>Teniment  or  individualsi  who  were  not  in- 
errupted  in  either  their  privtte  cooeerns  or  pub- 
ic duties.  The  committee  knew  the  ■ozietf  of 
he  House  to  have  this  inquiry  closed  as  soon  as 
XMsible.  and  which,  by  a  different  coune,  would 
MTO  taken  op  the  whole  of  the  session,  and  en- 
!umbered  with  more  useless  and  irrelevant  mat- 
er and  Tiews  than  will  be  found  in  the  eommu- 
lications.  The  committee  feel  therefore  eonfi- 
[ent,  that  the  House  will  be  satisfied  with  the 
naaner  in  which  the  subject  has  been  developed ; 
kud  to  correct  any  possible  error,  and  to  receive 
iuy  important  fact  or  additional  matter,  although 
1 18  not  very  probable  that  much  can  remain,  the 
committee  will  ask  leave  to  report,  with  a  reser- 
ration  of  a  right  to  make  any  other  oommnnica- 
ion  that  may  be  found  necessary  to  an  impartial 
examination  of  this  subject. 


APPINDIX* 

In  addition  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  in 
order  to  give  a  more  satisfaetorjr  view  and  detail 
upon  the  maia  subjects  of  inquiry,  and  a  variety 
or  incidental  matter  which  hae  arisen  from  the 
iDTestigation,  the  following  communications  are 
referred  to  as  an  appendix : 

1.  In  relation  to  tne  measures  adopted  by  Ad- 
ministration, and  the  part  taken  by  the  President 
and  the  Heads  of  Departments,  the  committee 
refer  to  the  letters  from  the  Secretaries  of  State, 
War,  Navy,  and  the  Attorney  General :  one  is 
also  expected  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
which  shall  be  communicated  when  reeeived. 

2.  In  relation  to  the  steps  taken  and  measures 
adopted  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  committee 
refer  to  the  correspondence  with  the  Command- 
ing General,  the  GK)vernors  of  Pennsylvania. 
Maryland,  and  Virginia,  the  letters  of  Colonel 
Tayloe,  two  reports  from  the  ordnance  office,  as 
to  arms,  military  stores,  dbc. 

3.  The  conduct  of  the  Commanding  General, 
the  collection  and  dispositioaa  of  the  forces,  and 
the  conduct  and  movements  of  different  corps, 
the  committee  refer  to  the  narrative  of  General 
Winder,  his  correspoadenee  with  the  States  of 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  the  War 
Department,  and  various  officers,  the  reports  of 
General  Smith,  General  Young,  General  Stans- 
bury.  Colonel  SterreL  Major  William  Pinkney, 
General  Douglas,  Colonel  Minor.  Colonel  BeaU, 
and  Commodore  Barney's  official  letter. 

4.  In  relation  to  the  measures  and  arrange- 
ments and  acts  of  the  Navy  Department,  includ- 
ing the  destruction  of  the  Navy  Yard  and  the 
public  property,  as  well  as  the  destruction  of  the 


public  buildings  in  the  city,  the  committee  refer 
to  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  a  re- 
port from  Commodore  Tingey,  and  a  report  from 
Mr.  Munro^,  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Build- 
iogs. 

5.  In  relation  to  the  capture  and  capitulatioa 
of  Alexandria,  the  committee  refer  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  martial  upon  Captain  Dy- 
son, the  correspondence  between  him  and  the 
Secretary  of  Ivar,  as  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
fort,  the  report  of  the  corporation  of  Alexandria, 
including  the  terms  of  surrender,  &c.,  and  the 
letter  from  Gkneral  Mason,  relating  to  a  letter 
from  Admiral  Codrington. 

6.  In  relation  to  general  information  and  inci- 
dental topics,  the  committee  refer  to  Mr.  Law, 
General  van  Ness,  and  Doctor  Catlett. 


A  LIST  OP  THfi  DOOUICBNTS. 

1.  A  report  of  the  Army,  Its  etraagth  and  die' 
tribation,  previous  to  the  first  of  July,  1814. 

2.  Letter  of  Colonel  Monroe,  theo  Secretary  4>f 
State. 

3.  Letter  of  General  Armstrong,  late  Secretary 
of  War. 

4.  Letter  from  the  honorable  William  Jones, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

5.  Letters  from  the  honorable  Richard  Rush, 
Attorney  General. 

6.  Communication  from  the  War  Department, 
including  the  orders  in  relation  to  the  tenth  miE* 
tar  j  district,  the  reouisition  of  the  fourth  of  July, 
and  the  correspondence  with  the  Governors  of 
Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  Maryland,  aQ4  with 
General  Winder. 

7.  The  narrative  of  General  Winders 

8.  Reports  of  Gknerals  Btansbury,  Douglaa, 
Smith,  Young,  and  Hangerford ;  Colonels  Ster- 
ret,  Minor,  Tayloe^  Larall,  and  BeaU;  Major 
Pinkney,  and  Captains  Burch  and  Caldwell. 

9.  Report  from  the  Nary  Department,  inolod- 
ing  the  official  report  of  Commodore  Barney. 

10.  Letters  from  General  Tan  Ness,  Doctor 
Catlett,  and  John  Law,  Esq. 

11.  Reports  from  the  Ordaanoe  Department. 

12.  Sentence  of  the  court  martial  in  relation 
to  Captain  Dvson,  and  the  correspondence  be- 
tween him  and  the  Secretary  of  War. 

13.  Report  from  the  corporation  of  Alexandria, 
including  the  capitulation,  and  letter  from  Gtone- 
ral  John  Mason. 

14.  Report  from  the  Superintendent  of  .the 
Public  Buildings. 

15.  William  Simmona's  letter. 
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No.  1. 


A  Bepari  of  the  Army,  Us  strength  and  diMrtbuHim,  prmrimu  tothelsti^  Jufy,  1814. 


OISTftlCTi. 


Total 


District  No.  2. 
Artillerists  -  -  • 
37tli  Regiment  Infaotry   - 


Total 


JH^rid  N0»  3^ 
ArtUlMiato  ... 
aM&^ginwnt  bikotry  - 
4l8t  do. 

49d  do. 

Sea  Fe&cibles  ... 


Total 


Aitillcaals 
Dfeagoons 


District  No.  4. 


Total 


Distria  No.  5. 
ArtiJlMists  -  -  - 
122  B«gii.eat  Liiantnr  • 

«DBk  QOt 

mtk  do.Utbat.  - 

Artilieiitts       ... 
9Uk  RegiuMBi,  8d  battaUoa 
Sea  FmsSbks  -       *       . 
Artilkriila       ... 
Do.  ... 

36tk  RqristM  inlaatrf  . 


Total 


Distria  No.  1. 
40th  Regiment  lofantrf  - 
Artillerists        .       -       . 


\ 


DisMot  No»B. 
DnMOBs         .... 
Artillerists       .... 
Ml  Regiment  ialttirf     - 
18th  do. 

43d  do.  •       - 

Ist  Rifle  Regiment,  1st  Company 
Sea  Fencibles  .... 


Total 


District  No.  7. 
Artillerists        .       .       . 
8d  Regiment  Infitntry 
3d  do.  . 

7th  do. 


EfTflctiTes. 

Aggregate. 

352 

379 

363 

276 

615 

655 

127 

149 

490 

565 

617 

714 

378 

370 

335 

608 

688 

602 

331 

374 

77 

78 

11049 

2,116 

106 

108 

900 

200 

308 

308 

210 

224 

873 

918  . 

65 

Ill 

300 

316 

167 

173 

40 

40 

79 

82 

380 

350 

^454 

2^808 

135 

141 

413 

430 

688 

728 

443 

482 

261 

269 

87 

92 

100 

102 

2,127 

2^344 

339 

351 

406 

422 

400 

420 

670 

694 

Boston,  Porumoath,  Portbai,  u4 
Eastport. 


New  London. 
Ditto. 


MewTotk. 


Fon  MifflinyreeniitiBff  roriofoML 


(Norfolk* 

(BalluDon. 

Aanapolts. 

Fort  Washington. 


I  North  and  Soath 
Qeoigia. 


9Mi 


J 


(New Orleans,  Mobile, and  the Qd 
nation. 


5S3 


iU\%: 


1664 


Oapimt  ffiht  OGly  af  Wwlhlkn^kin, 


No.  l«-*Continu«d. 
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District  No,  7 — continued, 
th  Regiment  Infantry  - 
tb  do. 

Total      -       -•      -       - 

District  No.  8. 
rtillerists  -  -  .  - 
th  Infantry  .... 
th  do.  .... 
th  do.  .  .  •  - 
th  do.  .... 
ingers  ..... 
Do. 


Total 


District  No.  9. 
ght  Artillery 
aff oons  •       •       . 

tiileiisU        .       .       . 
I  Regiment  Infantry     - 


I 

I 

th 

th 

th 

th 

th 

:h 

;h* 

:h* 

It* 

1* 

ih* 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Rifle  Regiment,  2d  battalion 

Total 

to  reemita  of  tlie  abore  reffiments, 
he  48th  Infantry,  three  nundred 
Iragoons,  and  two  hundred  and 
iizty-foor  li^ht  artfflerists,  under 
irders  to  join  thn  dirision,  will 
imoant  to     -       •       .       -       • 


Total 


fht  Artillery         ... 
iMons,  (troope  mounted)     < 
illerists        -       - 
Regiment  Infimtry     - 
h  do.  •       - 

t  4o.  -      . 

ii  do.  -       - 

Rifle  Reglmenr,  1st  battalion 

Total     .... 


CffectiTes. 


370 
89 


2^276 


142 
1,991 

317 

71 


2,121 


458 
97 
181 
655 
275 
250 
254 
482 
194 
137 
317 
299 
364 
274 
90 
165 
183 
223 


4,908 


4,687 


9,595 


Aggregate. 


394 
97 


2.378 


179 
762 

4S3 

108 


2,472 


610 
102 
195 
751 
407 
518 
327 
752 
381 
262 
549 
434 
515 
354 
99 
236 
240 
276 


7,108 


4,687 


11,795 


■TATIOir. 


>  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  the  Creek 
)     nation. 


Detroit,  Saadviah,  Saadosky,  dbc. 


1st,  olr  dirision  of  the  righL 


Buffalo,  Oswego,  and  Sackett's  Har- 
r    bor. 


M«M.h****.^^BK^i*ak*»«*^ 
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No.  1«— Contiaoed. 


SnTEIGT. 


E£bctiT4 


Under  orders  to  join  this  division : 
Artillerists        -       .       -        -       - 
IsC  Regiment  Infantry      -       -       - 
22d  do.  ... 

23d  da  .       .       . 

The  recruits  of  the  1st,  9th,  11th, 
21st,  and  25th,  under  orders  to  join, 
amount  to     -       -       -       -       - 


Total 


248 
200 
359 
600 


910 


Aggiegato. 


5,348 


248 

214 
517 

650 


910 


•TATIOV. 


6.613 


ABSTRACTS  OF  TOTALS. 


Districts. 


District  No.  1 
District  No.  2 
District  No.  3 
District  No.  4 
District  No.  5 
Dbtrict  No.  6 
District  No.  7 
District  No.  8 
District  No.  9 
Miscellaneous 


EffiMtiTei. 


615 
617 
1,849 
308 
2,154 
2,127 
2^6 
2,121 
9,595 
5,348 


27,010 


Aggreptt 


& 
111 

m 
m 

im 

6,613 


No.  2. 

Letters  ofCoknel  Monroe^  then  Secretary  of 

StaU. 

Washington  Citt,  Nn.  13, 1814. 

The  events  in  France  havinff  greatly  aag* 
men  ted  the  disposable  force  of  the  eneniy,  and 
his  disposition  to  employ  it  against  the  United 
States  Deing  well  known,  the  safety  of  this  Me- 
tropolis was  thought  to  require  particular  atten- 
tion. 

On  or  about  the  first  of  July  last,  the  President 
convened  the  Heads  of  Departments  and  the  At- 
torney QeneHl,  to  consult  them  on  the  measures 
which  it  would  be  proper  to  adopt  for  the  safety 
of  this  city  and  District.  He  appeared  to  have 
digested  a  plan  of  the  force  to  be  called  immedi- 
ately into  the  field;  the  additional  force  to  be 
kept  under  orders  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice ; 
its  composition,  and  necessary  equipment.  It 
seemed  to  be  his  object,  that  some  position  should 
be  taken  between  the  Eastern  Branch  and  the 
Patnzent,  with  two  or  three  thousand  men,  and 
that  an  additional  force  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand, 
including  the  militia  of  the  District,  should  be 
held  in  readiness^  in  the  neighboring  States,  to 


march  when  caUed  on.    The  ijofc  jf^^  IVj 
ut  under  the  command  ofiiii»w«"'^^ 
ar  Army. 


Ifl 


the  information  required  of  l^«»v«!^*L 
their  respective  departments.  T^«^«^/j:L 
the  regular  force  which  he  conW  drtfj^* 
at  an  early  day,  infantry  and  cinUT  '^^;J^r^ 
of  the  militia  of  the  District;  wi^*,^*3 
which  he  should  draw  the  reoMBi»r% 
contemplation,  and  in  whac  V^^f\  m 
latter  stated  the  aid  which  he  could  tm^ 
the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  ^ou)k(^^'J^ 
tuzent,  and  the  marines  at  the  u^l  v^r^ 
Eastern  Branch.  The  result  of  the  meeu«r 
ised  prompt  and  efficscioos  mei««w^%a 
these  objects  into  ezeeutios.  i^^^^T  y 
this  whole  force,  with  that  of  ibe  dijf  • 
was  given  to  Brigadier  Oeneril  Wwdtf'  ^ 
On  the  5th  of  July  I  went  ^^^'^it\ 
I  returned  on  or  about  the  25ip.  ^"f^jgj 


turn,  I  was  much,  engaged  m  iw  «»*^ 


own  depaartment. 


Calling  on  the  Pmideat  oa  tke »«« 


iH 
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th  of  Aoeqst,  he  informed  me  that  the  enemy  | 
d  eoteredTthePatoxeot  in  considerable  force, 
d  were  landing  at  Benedict.  I  remarked  that 
is  city  was  their  object.  He  concurred  in  the 
ioion.  I  offered  to  proceed  immediately  to 
:nedict,  with  a  troop  of  horse,  to  observe  their 
ce,  report  it,  with  my  opinion  of  their  objects, 
i,  should  they  advance  on  this  city,  to  retire 
bre  them,  communicating  regularly  their  move- 
!Dts  to  tne  Qovernment^  This  proposal  was 
^ded  to.  Captain  Thornton,  or  Alexandria, 
a  ordered  to  accompany  me,  with  a  detach- 
^nt  of  twentv-five  or  thirty  of  the  dragoons  of 
)  District.  I  set  out  at  about  1^  P.  M.  on  the 
thy  and  arrived  at  10  next  morning  in  sight  of 
I  enemv's  squadron,  lying  before  Benedict,  and 
Qtinued  to  be  a  spectator  of  their  movements 
til  after  the  action  at  Bladensburg  on  the  24tb. 
The  annexed  notes  contain  information  which 
(Ommnnicated  to  the  Qoveroment,  of  the  force 
d  designs  of  the  enemy. 
In  retiring  from  Nottingham,  late  in  the  even- 
g  of  the  21st,  after  writing  a  note  to  the  Presi- 
nt,  I  observed  a  column  of  the  enemy  in  the 
ar  of  the  town,  which  I  concluded  had  passed 
>m  Benedict  by  a  road  near  the  river,  moving 
concert  with  the  barges.  The  number  I  could 
It  ascertain,  having  seen  its  head  only.  I  went 
imediately  to  Mr.  Oden's,  where  I  met  Colonel 
sail,  whom  I  had  before  seen  at  Nottingham, 
e  had  taken  a  view  of  the  enemy's  column  from 
commanding  neight  contiguous  to  the  town, 
rom  his  statement  we  both  concluded  that  it 
ust  have  amounted  to  between  four  and  five 
ousand  men.  The  force  in  the  barges  wes  sup- 
»sed  to  exceed,  one  thousand ;  so  that  the  whole 
rce  of  the  enemy  might  be  estimated  at  about 
L  thousand.  Hearing  that  General  Winder  was 
the  Wood  yard,  I  hastened  to  him.  He  had 
ere  about  two  thousand  two  hundred  men,  con* 
sting  of  the  marines.  Colonel  Lavall's  cavalry, 
id  the  city  and  Ckorgetown  militia.  I  under- 
ood  that  he  either  then  gave  orders,  or  repeated 
LOse  he  had  before  given,  to  a  part  of  the  militia 
t  Baltimore,  and  to  Colonel  Beall,  who  com- 
landed  six  or  seven  hundred  at  Annapolis,  to 
LOve  towards  Bladensburg  to  bis  support. 
On  the  morning  of  the  22d,  General  Winder 
Qt  his  force  in  motion  from  the  Woodyard 
awards  Nottingham.  At  5,  Lavall's  cavalry  met 
le  enemy  a  mile  in  advance  of  Mr.  Oden's. 
*hey  were  in  full  march,  as  was  inferred,  for 
Washington,  with  intention  to  attack  General 
Winder.  Our  cavalry  retired  before  the  enemy, 
nd  General  Winder,  after  reconnoitering  his 
irce  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  would 
dmit,  retired  the  head  of  his  column  towards  the 
Voodyard,  with  intention  to  concentrate  his  force 
nd  form  it  in  line.  It  was  soon  perceived  that 
be  enemy  had  taken  a  road  to  his  right,  in  a  di- 
^ction  to  Upper  Marlborough,  at  which  place 
^ey  arrived  about  2  P.  M.  on  that  day.  General 
Winder  retired  by  the  Woodyard  to  a  place  called 
le  Old  Fields,  which  covered  equally  Bladens- 
urg,  the  bridges  on  the  Eastern  Branch,  and 
^ort  Washington.    Commodore  Barney  joined 


him  there  with  the  flotilla  men,  amoaotiog  to 
about  five  hundred. 

Late  on  the  evening  of  the  22d,  the  President, 
with  the  Secretaries  of  War,  Navy,  and  Attorney 
General,  joined  General  Winder  at  the  Old  Fields^ 
and  remained  with  him  until  the  afternoon  or 
the  23d. 

After  mid-day  on  the  23d,  General  Winder  de« 
tached  Major  Peter  with  some  field  pieces,  and 
Captains  Davidson  and  Stall's  companies,  to  skir^ 
mish  with  the  enemy  near  Marlborough,  who 
advanced  on  him,  and  took  a  position  near  the 
camp  at  the  Old  Fields,  menacing  it  with  attack, 
either  that  night  or  early  the  next  morning. 
General  Winder  retired,  and  passed  the  Eastern 
Branch  into  the  citv  that  nif  ht.  Colonel  Tilgh- 
man,  with  his  cavalry,  remained  on  the  road  be* 
tween  Marlborough  and  Bladensburg. 

General  Stansbury,  with  a  part  of  his  brigade, 
arrived  at  Bladensburg  on  the  evening  of  the  22d| 
and  the  remainder  arrived  ihefe  on  the  evening 
of  the  23d.  This  brigade  amounted  to  between 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  two  thousand 
three  hundred  men. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  23d,  the  President,  with 
the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy,  returned  to 
Washington.  The  Attorney  Greneral,  and  several 
respectanle  friends  from  the  city,  proceeded  with 
me  to  the  road  leading  from  Marlborough  to  Bla- 
densburg. Late  that  evening,  I  heard  of  the  ad^ 
vance  of  the  eneorv  on  the  party  under  Maj<dr 
Peter,  and  apinst  General  Winder. 

Not  knowing  the  result,  I  hastened  to  General 
Stansbury 's  quarters  at  Bladensburg,  and  found 
him  encamped  on  the  height  beyond  the  village 
on  the  road  leading  to  Marlborough.  He  had 
lust  heard  of  the  enemy's  movement,  but  was 
likewise  unacquainted  with  the  result.  I  had  the 
pleasure  to  meet  there  Colonel  Sterret  and  Major 
Pinkney.  I  advised  the  General  to  fall  forthwith 
on  the  enemy's  rear,  although  it  was  then  12 
o'clock  at  night.  He  observed,  that  he  had  been 
ordered  to  take  post  at  Bladensburg,  and  did  not 
think  himself  at  liberty  to  leave  it ;  but,  had  it 
been  otherwise,  as  a  considerable  portion  of  his 
force  had  just  arrived,  after  a  very  fatiguing 
march,  that  it  would  not  be  in  his  power  to  march 
that  night.  I  proceeded  to  the  city,  where  I  heard 
that  General  Winder  had  crossed  the  Eastern 
Branch,  and  taken  post  near  the  Navv  ^ard. 

In  the  morning  of  the  24th,  I  met  the  President 
at  General  Winder's  quarter.  Among  other  rur 
mors  of  the  enemy's  movements,  the  General  had 
just  heard  that  he  was  marching  towards  Bla- 
denshurg.  I  asked  if  General  Stansbury  wa^ 
apprized  of  it.  He  presumed  that  he  was.  I 
offered  to  join  him.  The  President  and  General 
Winder  both  expressed  a  wish  that  I  would.  I 
lost  not  a  moment  in  complying  with  their  desireu 
Between  11  and  12  I  joined  General  Stansbury, 
who  had  moved  his  brigade  on  this  side  of  the 
Eastern  Branch,  near  the  bridge.  I  inquired 
where  were  the  enemy  7  He  replied,  advancing, 
not  more  than  three  miles  distant.  I  advised  the 
General  to  form  his  troops  to  receive  them,  which 
he  immediately  commenced.    The  order  of  battle 


1669 


APPjeNDIX 


m 


Cofture  of  the  CUff  cf  WaMngtm. 


wat  formed  on  the  presamptioo  tlittt  his  brigade 
woald  alone  have  to  meet  the  enemy  in  the  first 
iostaoce.  Major  Pinkney,  with  a  battalion  of 
riflemen,  was  placed  to  the  right  of  the  battery  to 
support  it ;  another  corps  was  plaeed  on  the  left, 
for  the  same  purpose,  and  the  fifth  Baltimore 
regiment  in  the  rear.  On  forming  the  line  on  the 
brow  of  the  hillj  and  extending  the  right  to  cover 
the  road  ieadine  to  Washington,  it  was  found  that 
the  left  would  be  much  exposed,  as  it  scarcely 
extended  to  the  rear  of  the  battery.  If  the  battery 
should  be  forced,  which  seemed  probable,  the 
enemy's  column  would  turn  our  left,  and,  aseeod- 
iag  the  heights  and  commanding  the  most  ad- 
▼anta^eous  grounds,  force  us  towards  the  city. 
This  indoeed,  at  a  late  period,  the  removal  of  the 
fifth  Baltimore  regiment  from  the  rear  of  the  bat- 
tery to  the  left  of  the  line,  a  measure  taken  with 
relnetance,  and  in  haste.  Colonel  BealPs  corps 
Iwd  entered  Bladensburg  from  another  route,  and 
was  at  that  moment  approaching  the  bridge. 
Capuin  Thornton  was  sent  to  lead  it  to  the  height 
te  the  riffht  of  the  road,  which  commanded  the 
whole  of  the  ground  held  by  General  Btansbory's 
brigade.  It  was  deemed  important  to  occupy  that 
iMi^^ht  to  protect  the  line  to  the  left,  and  lixewise 
le  impede  the  enemy's  movement  by  the  road 
towards  the  city.  Tne  cavalry  were  placed  to 
iIm  left,  somewhat  in  the  rear  of  the  line.  After 
QenerarStansbury  bad  made  this  disposition, 
Mr.  Walter  Jones,  junior,  set  out,  at  my  request, 
for  the  city,  to  communicate  it  to  the  President, 
tlie  Secretary  of  War,  and  Gkneral  Winder,  with 
the  near  approach  of  the  enemy. 

Immediately  nfter  this  General  Winder  arrived, 
mhI  informed  us  that  his  whole  force  was  in  full 
march  to  Bladensburg.  On  taking  a  view  of  the 
order  which  had  been  formed,  he  approved  of  it. 
This  was  the  more  satisfactory,  because  it  had 
then  become  impossible  to  make  any  essential 
^ehange.  The  General  proceeded  promptly,  for 
the  enemy  were  getting  in  sight,  to  make  a  dispo* 
eition  of  such  of  his  troops  as  had  arrived.  He 
placed  one  corps  near  the  battery,  to  support  it, 
mad  some  pieoes  of  artillery  on  the  left  of  Gtenenu 
Siansbury^  line.  We  then  passed  to  the  nght 
•htut  the  line.  Near  the  road,  leading  from  Bla- 
densDurg  to  Washington,  we  met  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  immediately  afterwards,  at  the  road| 
I  niet  the  President  and  Mr.  Rush,  who  had  just 
•rrived,  «nd  who,  joining  with  me,  the  Secretary 
of  War,  md  General  Winder,  proceeded  together 
towards  the  left  of  the  line.  Mr.  Rush  informed 
me  that  the  President  intended,  when  every  ar- 
vangement  should  be  completed,  to  take  a  position 
with  the  members  of  the  Administration  rn  the 
rear  of  the  line,  that,  looking  to  all  the  functions 
of  the  Government,  he  might  be  able  to  act  -wtth 
their  counsel  aecordingto  circumstances.  Shortly 
afterwards  the  President  gave  me  the  same  inti- 
mation. The  action  may  be  said  to  have  ctnn- 
neiieed,  when  we  had  arrived  in  the  rear  of  the 
battery  near  the  bridge.  The  enemy  had  salirted 
Us  with  rockets,  and,  attempting  to  pass  the  bridge, 
tmr  Kttle  batteries  had  begun  to  playx)tt  them. 
Alter  some  pause,  the  PreRdentiemaited  to  the 


Secretary  of  War  and  mysdf,  diat  it  veold  m 
be  proper  for  us  to  retire  in  the  retr,  lam^ik 
military  movement  to  military  ma.vlueiv! 
did.  The  Attorney  General  follovetf  OS.  AAe 
our  little  batteries  were  canied,  airf  the  left  ef 
our  line  broken,  the  President,  wititbeoeo&en 
of  the  Administration  present,  rethdiluft&e 
eminence  on  which  the  lelt  of  the  Ibey  beea 
formed,  viewing  the  progress  of  the  letia  a  the 
right.  On,  or  near  the  summit  of  tiihsisad,! 
separated  from  the  President,  aod  theotbfa- 
tiemen  of  the  AdministratioQ  with  \aA]^, 
continuing  to  move  slowly  towards  tbeeiij.lR- 
maiaing  to  view  the  enemy 'sprmn.  ktk 
moment  I  fdl  in  again  with  Mr.  W.  Joiifi,jcL 
who  had  been  charged,  as  already  mtsmA 
after  the  line  was  formed,  with  a  eommaaki&a 
to  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  Wtry^ 
General  Winder.  Hearing  od  the  red  dot  ta 
General  had  passed  him,  he  had  imwM^^ 
turned,  and  delivered  to  him  the  mm^  ii  sr 
presence,  and  afterwards  remtiied  will  the  U 
timore  troops  during  the  aetioa.  IsctiBii|(! 
the  left,  we  hmstened  to  the  Oaptoi,  vhetti; 
met  the  Secreaary  of  War  aod  Geaenl  WMff 
The  General  c^msuHed  theSeeretarf  offff<« 
me.  on  the  propriety  of  mskiof  u  tfOfno 
imUy  the  troo|M  on  the  Capitol  HilL  Wcw 
advised  him  to  rally  and  form  diemoatletapb 
above  Georgetown,  beliefing,a9  Idiitkititn 
wonid  be  hasa  rded  by  an  attempt  aeriiieC^ 
tol.  I  knew  that  a  colamn  of  the  w'ff'^ 
vaneed  from  tine  high  groand  vhieh biw^MU 
by  onr  troops,  mnd  meeting,  as  they  fjMjJj 
no  oppesltioB,  maighttake  ponewoaoftieHlBD 
above  the  eity,  and  thus  force  oortr90iB,ii^ 
of  a  new  disaster,  to  the  plain  Mweea  tii«^|- 
tol,  the  Bastem  Branch,  and  thefiMie;  n» 
as,  by  occBpytng  the  heights  tknGtageim 
the  enemy  most  either  attaek  isv  Afldnoj^ 
or,  entering  the  city,  eipose  to  ii^  «^^^^ 
rear  to  an  auaek  from  ns.^^^  ^^^^ 

Copy  of  a  Istler  fiom  Uma  MeBoete4i  Pn^ 
of  the  United  StitacM 

Aanaaco  Mills,  7  ^il^ff^^^ 
Aa^'.aO,  1814,1  o^M^*  . 


DiAfiSm:  InnivedherethisaoniBSi 
o^cloek,  and  have  been  since  withia  four  ado- 
Benedict,  at  Burr's  mill,  where  it  was  RP«|^ 
the  enemy,  on  their  march,  had  t")^*.^ 
repoH  wa^  unfounded.  The  enemy  jmWP 
terday  at  Benedict,  and  had  ^^^St^ 
ets  within  a  mile  and  a  halfofthat  DilU^f^ 
rity.  Ffom  a  height  betweea  that  null  tft^ 
Patuxent,  I  had  «  view  of  their  shippnj^ 
being  at  the  distance  of  thtee  ^^^J^^^ 
no  glass,  we  eouM  not  count  them.  ^^^^ 
better  views  in  the  course  of  the  erefli^ 
shonid  nnything  be  seen  material,  I  ^i^ 
ately  advise  you  of  it.  Thegeaenlwov 
they  are  stiU  debarking  their  tioopsi  tbejr^ 
of  which  I  have  not  obtained  asy  fBfL, 
iBformation  of:     The  general  idea  il«^ 
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rasbiofloo  i»  their  object ;  bot  of  tbis  I  eaii  form 
>  opinion  at  this  time.  The  betit  secnritjr  tgainst 
is  attempt  is  an  adeqoate  preparation  to  repel  it. 
Respectfally.'yonr  friend  and  serrant, 

JAMBS  MONROB. 


pj  of  a  letter  from  Jamei  Monroe  to  the  Preaident 
of  the  United  Sutee,  dated 

HoBSB  Hkao,  AuguMt  21, 1614^ 

Dbab  Sib:  I  quartered  last  night  near  Cbar- 
Se  Hall,  and  took  a  view  this  morniitt,  at  eight 
ilock,  from  a  commanding  height  bdow  Bene* 
It  creek,  of  all  the  enemy's  shipping  near  the 
wbl  and  down  the  river^  to  the  distance  ai  least 

eight  or  ten  miles.  I  eonnted  twenty-three 
lare-rined  Fesseb ;  few  others  were  to  be  eeen^ 
d  reryww  barges.  I  inferred,  from  the  latter 
cumstance,  thai  the  enemv  had  mored  np  the 
eri  either  against  Commodore  Barney's  flotilla 

Nottingham,  confining  their  views  to  that 
ject,  or  taking  that  in  their  way,  and  aiming  at 
5  city,  in  combination  with  the  force  on  the 
itomac,  of  which  I  hare  no  correct  information, 
dad,  when  I  left  Aquasco  mills  last  nt^t,  in- 
ided  to  have  passed  over  to  the  Potomac,  after 
ring  TOtt  an  account  of  their  ressels  from  the 
ight  below  Benedict ;  but,  obserring  the  very 
nquil  scene  which  I  have  mentioned,  I  was  led, 
the  inference  I  drew  from  it,  to  hasten  back 
take  a  view  of  the  enemy's  movements  in  this 
srter,  which  it  might  be  more  important  for  the 
ivernment  to  be  made  acquainted  with.  I  am 
w  on  the  main  road  from  Washington  to  Ben- 
ct,  twelve  miles  from  the  latter,  and  fii^  that 

troops  have  passed  in  this  direction.  The 
lorts  make  it  probable  that  a  force  by  land  and 
ler  has  been  sent  ft(^>nst  the  flotilla.  I  shall 
»ceed  with  Csptain  Thorntop's  troop  immedi- 
ly  to  Nottinjg^m,  and  write  thence  whatever 
if  be  deserving  of  noticew 
rhe  enemy  have  plundered  the  country,  to  the 
tance  of  three  or  four  miles,  of  all  their  stock, 
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rhe  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  force  in  the 
tomac  varies  here  as  much  as  in  Washington, 
lave  no  means  of  forming  a  correct  estimate 
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py  of  a  letter  from  James  Monroe  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Winder,  dated 

NOTTIHQBAM,  Attguii  21, 1814^ 

h& :  The  enemy  are  now  within  four  hundred 
rds  of  the  shore.  There  are  but  three  barges 
hand,  and  the  force  in  view  is  not  considerable. 
fon  send  five  or  six  hundred  men,  if  you  could 
;  save  the  town,  you  may  perhaps  cut  off  their 
reat  or  rear.  JAMES  MONROB. 

^.  S.  Ten  or  twelve  mwe  barges  in  view, 
ere  are  but  two  muskets  in  town,  and  a  few 
ttering  militia. 

Pive  o^dodc*    Thirty  or  forty  barges  in  view. 

J.  M. 


of  the  Unilsd  Stales. 

The  enemy  are  advanced  six  milee  on  the  road 
to  the  Woodyard,  and  our  troops  retiring.  Our 
troops  were  on  the  march  to  meet  tbem,  bot  in  too 
small  a  body  to  engage.  Qeneml  Winder  propo* 
see  to  rettre  till  he  can  collect  them  In  a  body. 
The  enemy  are  in  full  march  for  Washington. 
Have  the  nrnterials  prepared  to  destroy  the  tn'idges. 

J.  MONROB. 

iUbndoy,  mne  o'clock.  You  had  better  remove 
the  records. 


No.  3. 


Lttter  of  General  Armstrong,  lait  Secrttarg  of 

War. 

liABBaooaiB,  October  17, 1814. 

SiB :  An  occasional  aheanee  from  the  place  of 
my  usual  reaideBee  prevented  me  from  receiving 
the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  out 
the  third  instast,  until  this  morning.  I  now  haa* 
ten  to  folfii  the  injunctions  of  the  committee,  in 
giving  to  them  *'  such  infonnatioo,  views,  aad  re-  ' 
mark%  as  are  deemed  pertinent  to  the  subgeet  of 
their  inquiry,  and  beat  calculated  for  an  impartial 
investigation  of  the'  causes  of  the  success  of  the 
enemy  in  his  recent  eaterprtse  against  the  Ma» 
tfopolis,and  theneighbetrinff  town  of  AloKandria." 

'^  Of  the  manner  in  which  the  public  butldinga,, 
and  other  property,  were  destroyed,  and  of  the 
amount  thereof,"  I  know  nothing  personally,  not 
have  I  recourse  to  any  docsiments  which  would 
enable  me  to  make  a  satis&ctory  eommanicatiott 
on  these  points. 

The  enemy's  success  in  his  late  enterprien 
against  the  City  of  Washington,  Ac.,  must  aeces- 
safiiy  be  traced  to  one  of  two  cauaest  the  inaom*' 
petency  of  the  means  projected  and  employed  to 
repel  his  attack,  or,  the  misaMnageeMat  or  mis- 
conduct of  these. 

Under  the  first  head  may  be  noticed.  What  was 
the  force  contemplated  aiid  aidered  by  the  Gor* 
emmeai  as  con^petent  ?  What  was  that  aotonllf 
assembled  and  emplof  ed  ?  And  what  other,  os 
additional  means  were  at  the  disposal  of  the  Qovi» 
emmenti 

The  second  head  would  furnish  an  inquiry 
strictly  military,  viz :  Whether  all  was  done,  thee 
was  necessary  and  pcacticable,  by  the  Command- 
ing Qeneral  and  the  troops  umkr  his  direction  1 
For  such  an  inquiry  I  am  not  prepared,  and  what, 
under  either  head.  I  may  be  able  to  offer,  wiU 
but  be  a  detail  of  lacu  coming  within  my  official 
cognizanoe,  without  any  admixture  of  opinions. 

Slariy  in  the  month  of  June  last,  a  call  was 
made  on  the  War  Department  for  a  general  re* 
port  of  the  numbers  of  rMnilar  troops  and  militia 
employed  by  the  United  States,  and  the  distribn- 
tion  which  had  been  made  of  these  for  the  service 
of  the  present  campaign.  This  statement  waa 
promptly  rendered,  and  submitted  by  the  Presir 
dent  10  the  Heads  of  Departments.  It  is  not  re* 
collected  that  any  alteration  of  tiie  provisions 
exhibited  by  this  docoment  waseiiher  made  or  sug* 
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MCed.  A  refercflee  td  it  will  show  whmt  was  the 
force  then  deemed  eompctent  for  the  defence  of 
military  district  No.  S.otwhieh  the  Citjr  of  Wash- 
ington made  part.* 

The  better  to  secure  the  Seat  of  Gh>Temmeot, 
dtc,  from  the  attaciu  of  the  eBemjr>  and  to  reliere 
the  War  Department  from  details,  not  making 
part  of  its  regular  duties,  and  incident  to  district 
No.5|as  then  constituted,  a  military  disuict.  com* 
prehendiog  that  portion  of  country  lying  between 
the  Rappahannock  and  Potomac  rivers,  the  Dis- 
trict or  Columbia,  and  the  State  of  Maryland, 
was  created  on  the  2d  July  last,  and  placed  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Winder,  who 
had  been  specially  assigned  by  the  President  to 
that  service. 

In  an  interview  with  this  officer,  soon  after  his 
appointment,  his  attention  was  invited  to  the  state 
of  the  existing  defences  within  the  limits  of  his 
command;  to  an  examination  of  the  different 
Koates  by  which  the  enemy  might  approach  the 
capital ;  to  the  selection  of  points  best  calculated 
to  retard  and  to  stop  his  movements,  if  directed 
thereto ;  and  to  the  indication  of  snch  new  de- 
fences, field  or  permanent,  as  he  might  deem  ne- 
cessary or  practicable.  The  better  to  enable  him 
to  discharge  these  and  other  duties,  a  military 
staff,  composed  of  an  Assistant  Adjutant  Qeaeral, 
aa  Assistant  Inspector  General,  and  two  Assist- 
ant  Topographical  Engineers,  were  assigned  to 
the  district. 

On  the  1st  July  a  consultation  of  the  Heads  of 
Departmenu  was  had.  The  questions  proposed 
for  discussion  were  two : 

1.  By  what  means  can  the  Seatof  Gtovernment 
and  Baltimore  be  defended,  Id  case  the  enemy 
should  make  these  cities  objects  of  attack? 

2.  Should  he  select  the  former,  will  his  ap- 
proach be  made  by  way  of  the  Potomac,  or  by 
that  of  the  Patozent? 

On  these  questions,  I  took  the  liberty  of  offer- 
ing the  following  statements  and  oninions : 

1.  That  the  principal  defence  to  oe  relied  upon, 
for  either  place,  was  militia;  that,  besides  the 
artiUorisU  composing  the  garrisons  of  Forts  Me- 
Henry  and  Washington,  about  one  thousand  reg- 
ular troops  only  eouM  be  collected,  viz ;  the  thirty- 
sixth  regiment,  one  battalion  of  the  thirty-eiffhtn, 
two  troops  of  dragoons,  two  companies  of  the 
tenth,  ordered  from  North  Carolina,  and  believed 
to  be  on  their  march,  one  company  of  the  twelfth, 
and  two  companies  of  sea  rencibles ;  that  the 
number  of  militia  called  into  service  should  be 
proportioned  to  the  known  or  probable  strength  of 
the  enemy,  and  be  uken  from  the  States  of  Vir- 
ginia, Marvland,  and  Pennsylvania :  that  it  is  not 
believed  tnat  the  enemy  will  hazard  a  blow  at 
either  place  with  a  force  less  than  five  thousand 
men ;  that,  to  repel  one  of  this  eztent|  we  should 
fequire  at  least  double  that  number  of  militia; 
that  these  should  be  assembled  at  some  interme- 
diate point  between  Baltimore  and  the  District  of 
Columbia,  leaving  the  sedentary  or  undraughted 


document  is  in  possession  of  the  Praddent 
No  copy  of  it  was  retained  by  me. 


militim  of  both  places  an  anzilisry  £me  it  tL 
disposition  of  the  Commanding  GeKn^udiu 
arms  and  anunnnition  were  ia  dcpfisd  nd\ 
for  their  supply. 

[Under  this  head,  the  SeeietsrjoftkeAsTi 
stated,  that  the  removal  or  destrucaatftbe^ 
til  la  would  put  at  his  disposition  betveaaxud 
eight  hundred  seamen,  and  that  thenusBtiieD 
in  barracks  exceeded  one  hoDdrecL] 

2*.  That  the  naviffation  of  thePotoBK3J^ 
and'  sinuous,  and,  if  not  doubtfsl  is  to  {fissia- 
bility  by  large  ships,  is  at  least  DSMrniBni!)!* 
tion  to  the  time  lU  ascent  msy  oeeapf;iiie 
that  of  the  Patnxent  is  short  sad  saftwlia! 
be  calculated  with  sufficient  pneisioo  foraiiitsi 
purposes;  that,  should  the eoeaijueeBdikefar 
mer,  his  object  is  unmasked-— best  once dedse 
his  destinaiion— and  of  cooisekiTeiutililxrt 
to  concentrate  our  whole  force  agtiut  kio;  is; 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  iseeod  tke  Psm 
ent,  (or  Sooth  river,)  his  objeei  ii  DneeraJH 
may  be  the  fioUlla,or  Baltimore,  otWisbiofia 
and  that,  as  long  as  his  point  of  aiiaek  isonksm 
so  long  must  oar  force  remain  diridtd;  tlmiiey 
considerations  suggest  the  prefeifoeeberii/;A- 
bably  give  to  the  Patnxeat,  botthittliri«»iJ 
not  without  objections;  that  a  lepiniia^ 
his  fleet,and  a  land  marchof  tweotf  miisMB 
a  country  covered  with  wood,  sad  ofen^u 
every  step  strong  positions  for  deliMee,bicoK 
inevitable;  that,  if  these  etreoostaBce^'>"|^ 
to  proper  accoont  against  hio,  if  ^^^jn 
lately  stopped,  his  match  will  beDoekieBn« 
that  this  state  of  things^  on  w^A^^ 
General  will  calculate,  lenders  Dceesaijipnf^ 
sion  train,  or  the  establishnatof  satUu"!^ 
diate  posts,  to  keep  opea  hn  eoDOinu^^ 
with  bis  shipping;  that  the  IffioTilicMVoH 
make  his  situation  perilous;  uimt«f^.^ 
main  battle  be  given  near  ^»^/i^ 
to  him  disastrous,  or  evea  doaWr*  u^ii 
tion  is  complete;  tha^ after ilt*i«™«"!l 
not  hazard  the  movement  i■(*^^^^u!L 
rior  force,  or  one  he  thinks  fad," »*»°*^^'* 
that  he  will  prefer  this  rente.  ^^  ^ 

Conformably  to  these  op*"*"^  "!!« n 
taken  to  assemble  a  corps  aod  fonntw^F^ 


such  point  between  thcCityofWishi^J^ 
Baltimore  as  might  be  selected  by  tbe  Coffiov 
ing  General.  ■■,;^i 

On  the  4lh  of  July  the  oaiiu  wf^^^ 
that  date  was  issued,  and  of  that  r«lif  "^!^; 
thousand  effectives  from  tfaeqoouot  y^ip> 
five  thousand  from  that  of  ^^^^T^0 
thousand,  the  whole  quou  of  Mim>>^'!?^^ 
thouMod,  the  estimated  n«n^,5  VnTeiik 


the  District,  were  put  at  thedBp«itt*.a 
Commanding  General.    General  Stevv^,^ 

as  already  in  sc 

State,  and  had 

I i tion,  tents,  dbc. 
later  period,  ^ 

is  eould  not  be  I     ^  ^  „^. 

with  difficulty,  a  cJl  opon  ^^^^ 
moMtj  was  suggested  by  ilie  QtnffVr*' 
diateiy  aathonzed. 


Mde  was  already  in  service,  ^^^.^^^ 
of  the  State,  and  had  been  «n£e*'%^ 
ammunition,  tents,  dkc,  by  the  ^wj^n^if  | 
At  a  later  period,  when  di««^?'*"i!> 
draughts  eould  not  be  brooffht  W^f '' ^a 

Iv  and  '^'**^  a:ii:*iiU»  •  mII  nnoaiotv^ 
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Of  the  force  •ctnally  aMembltd  and  employed 
cannot  speak  with  precision,  as  no  return  of 
lese  troops  had  been  made  to  the  War  Depart* 
ent  during  my  connezion  with  it.  In  the  letter 
'  the  Commanding  Gkneral,  of  the  ^th  of  Au- 
ist,  he  stales  the  whole  force  assembled  at  Bla* 
(nsbnrg,  on  the  24th  of  that  month,  at  fire  tboos- 
id  men ;  a  number  less  by  two-thirds  than  that 
hich  had  been  required.  This  amazing  defiei- 
icy  is  thus  accounted  for  by  him:  "The  slow 
ogress  of  draughtj  and  the  imperfect  organiza- 
3D,  with  the  ineffectireness  of  the  laws  to  com- 
A  them  to  turn  out,  rendered  it  impossible  to 
ocure  more.  The  militia  of  this  State,  and  of 
le  contiguous  parts  of  Virginia  and  Pennsyiva- 
La,  were  called  en  mOMse;  but  the  former  militia 
.w  of  Pennsylvania  had  expired  on  the  1st  of 
ine  or  July,  and  the  one  adopted  in  its  plaee  is 
3t  to  take  effect,  in  organizing  the  militia,  be- 
ire  October.  No  aid,  therefore,  has  been  received 
om  that  Stave." 

The  third  and  last  .point  of  inquiry  under  this 
ead  is,  what  other  or  additional  means  of  defence 
rere  within  the  reach  of  Government  ? 

Of  naval  means  I  am  not  a  competent  judge, 
or  do  I  know  what,  of  this  description,  were  ac- 
lally  employed,  nor  what  it  was  possible  to  have 
iperadded;  but  of  those  strictly  military,  I  know 
one  within  the  view  of  this  question  that  were 
mitted.  It  may  be  supposed  that  permanent  for- 
fications  should  have  been  multiplied;  yet,  of 
rorks  of  this  character,  but  one  was  sus^ested 
:om  any  quarter  entitled  to  respect,  and  this  was 
comnaittee  of  bankers,  who  thought  a  new  work 
n  the  Potomac,  and  below  Fort  Washington,  de- 
Irable.    To  this  suggestion  it  was  answered,  that 
small  work  would  be  unavailing,  and  that,  to 
rect  one  of  sufficient  size  and  strength,  was  im- 
xacticable,  for  want  of  money.    An  offer  was 
^en  made  to  supply  that  want  by  loaning  to  the 
Jnited  States  $200,t)00,  on  condition  that  this 
am  should  be  devoted  to  the  special  object  of  de- 
ending  the  District.    An  agreement  to  this  effect 
vas  made,  and  the  money  promised  to  be  paid 
Dto  the  Treasury  on  the  24th  of  August.    The 
vents  of  that  day  put  an  end  to  the  business,  and 
t  the  same  time  furnished  evidence  of  the  falli- 
lility  of  the  plan,  had  it  even  been  executed,  by 
bowing  that  no  works  on  the  Potomac  will,  of 
hemselves,  be  a  sufficient  defence  for  the  Seat  of 
Tovernment.  The  considerations  which  govern- 
d  mv  own  opinion  on  this  subject,  and  which 
aay  have  governed  that  of  others,  were,  that  to 
lot  Washington  hora  d^insulte^  by  means  of  for- 
ificatioDs,  would,  from  physical  causes,  amoog 
rhich  is  the  remoteness  from  each  other  of  the 
everal  points  to  be  defended,  have  exhausted  the 
Treasury ;  that  bayonets  are  known  to  form  the 
iiost  efficient  barriers;  and  that  there  was  no 
pason,  in  this  case,  to  doubt  beforehand  the  wil- 
ingness  of  the  country  to  defend  it. 

In  this  brief  statement  you  are  presented  with 
.  view  of  the  force  contemplated  and  ordered  by 
be  Government;  of  the  means  ukea  to  assem- 
ie  that  force  through  the  usual  medium  of  the 


Commanding  Qenaral  ;*  of  that  actoally 

bled  and  employed ;  and  lastly,  of  my  imprcssiona 
in  relation  to  any  other  or  additional  means  of 
defence. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  second  subject  of  inquiry, 
the  employment  of  the  means  we  had,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  troops. 

On  the  — -^  day  of  August  was  received  the 
first  notice  of  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Cochrane 
in  the  bay ;  and  on  the  same  day  advices  were 
brought,  that  he  was  entering  and  ascending  the 
Patuxenc.  These  facts  were  communicated  to 
the  General,  and  he  was  instructed  to  take  a  po- 
sition near  the  enemy.  On  the  22d  he  was  ad- 
vised to  hang  on  their  rear  and  flank  a  heavy 
corps,  while  be  opposed  to  them  another  in  their 
front.  My  reasons  for  thus  advinns  him  were 
three :  if  Baltimore  was  the  oliject  of  the  enemy, 
this  disposition  interposed  a  corps  between  them 
and  that  city ;  if  they  aimed  at  Washini^toa,  it 
menaced  their  communication  with  their  fleet, 
and  the  security  of  their  return,  and  was,  there- 
fore, most  likely  to  hold  them  in  check ;  and  last- 
ly, it  did  not  forbid  a  concentration  of  force  in 
their  front,  at  a  later  period  and  by  a  forced 
march.  On  the  evening  of  the  22d  I  repaired  to 
the  army,  and  found  it  at  the  Old  Fields,  six  or 
eight  miles  distant  from  the  enemy.  A  part  of 
the  corps  contemplated  for  the  service  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  article  had  joined  General  Win- 
der, and  of  the  other  part  (under  Gkneral  8tan»- 
bury)  no  correal  account  could  be  given.  I  took 
this  occasion  to  urge  the  necessity  of  a  speedy 
concentration  of  our  force,  and  of  the  usefulness 
of  pushing  our  pickeu  frequently  and  freely  upon 
those  of  the  enemy,  as  the  beat  noeans  of  circum- 
scribing his  supplies;  of  gaininga  knowledge  of 
his  strength,  (of  which  the  accoonto  were  va- 
rious,) and  of  preventing  a  stolen  march,  which 
was  to  be  suspected.  I  was  glad  to  find  tne  Gen- 
eral entertained  similar  views,  and  that  they  were 
in  a  train  of  execution.  In  the  afternoon  of  the 
d3d  I  remrned  to  Washington,  and  during  the 
night  of  that  day  the  President  tranamitted  to  me 
the  letter,  of  which  that  which  follows  is  a  copy : 

^  The  Pbssidezit  of  the  United  States: 

"The  enemy  are  advanced  six  miles  on  the  road 
to  the  Woodyard,  and  our  troops  retiring.  Our 
troops  were  on  the  march  to  meet  them,  but  in 
too  small  a  body  to  engage.  General  Winder  pro' 
poses  to  retire  till  he  can  collect  them  in  a  body. 
The  enemy  are  in  full  march  for  Washington. 
Have  the    materials   prepared    to  destroy  the 

bridges. 

''JAMES  MONROE. 

(^Tuesday,  9  o'clock.  Tou  had  better  remove 
the  records.'^ 

On  the  morning  of  the  34th  I  received  a  note 
from  General  Winder,  informing  me  of  his  re- 


«w  exertions  wf  ra  oeessionally  aidad»  and  Us  au- 
thiidtj  enferced,  fay  die  War  DepsrUnent  Bee  Gd. 
Tayloe's  letter  enclosed ;  and  let  me  pray  that  this  gen- 
tleman may  be  examined  on  the  sul^ect  of  it  by  the  com- 


mittee. 


IMT 


NIK 


in 


CupiMlV  ^tht  CShf  d^   liVOTWIjfiMI. 


tnmn  ftod  tlM  appfiaieh  of  Um  eaamy,  and  **Mk* 
ior  eoQO«l  from  me,  or  from  tk«  GovarBment.'' 
Tom  ktter  was  lata  ia  reaehiag  me.  It  had  been 
opened,  and  passed  throogk  other  bands.  The 
moment  I  reeeived  it  I  hMtened,  with  the  late 
Seeretarv  of  the  Treasnrf ,  to  the  Qeneral's  quar- 
ters. We  found  there  the  President,  the  Secre* 
tary  of  the  Navf,  and  the  Attorney  General. 
Qeneral  Winder  was  on  the  point  of  joining  the 
troopt,  at  Bladensburf ,  whither,  it  was  now  nn- 
iersiood,  the  enemy  was  also  marehing.  I  took 
for  granted  that  he  had  reeeired  the  eonnsel  he 
reqnired ;  for,  to  me,  he  neither  stated  doubt  nor 
dimenlnr,  nor  plan  of  attack  or  of  defence.  This 
state  or  things  gare  occasion  to  a  conversation, 
principally  cononeled  by  the  President  and  the 
oeoretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  terminated  in 
understanding  that  I  should  repair  to  the  troops, 
and  give  such  directions  as  were  required  by  tne 
uigeney  of  the  ease.  I  lost  not  a  moment  in  fui- 
filung  this  intention,  and  had  barely  time  Co  re- 
connoitre the  march  of  the  enemy,  and  to  inform 
myself  of  our  own  armngements,  when  I  again 
met  the  President^  who  told  me  that  he  had  come 
to  a  new  determination,  and  that  the  military 
functionaries  should  be  left  to  the  discharge  of 
their  own  duties^  on  their  own  responsibilities. 
I  now  became,  or  course,  a  mere  spectator  of  the 
combat. 

If  our  field  combinations  were  not  the  most 
scientific,  it  ought  to  be  recollec|fed  that  many  of 
our  troops  were  incapable  of  receiving  those  of 
the  best  form,'*'  and  that  circumstances  had  ren- 
dered the  order  of  battle,  on  our  part,  nearly  for- 
tuitous. ^Much  of  the  largest  portion  of  our 
foee,"  says  the  General,  in  his  letter  of  the  87th 
of  August,  ^  arrived  on  the  ffround  when  the  ene- 
miy  was  in  sight,  and  were  dUrposed  of  to  support, 
in  the  best  manner,  the  position  whieh  Qeneral 
fttansbnry  had  taken.  They  had  barely  reached 
the  ground  beibre  the  action  commenced. 

These  fiieu  may  also  explain  why  we  had  no 
guns  in  batlcty  in  the  line  of  the  bri<^  over 
which  the  enemy  passed  ?  why  a  brick  bouse, 
which  enfiladed  that  bridge,  and  was  partially 
fortified,  shoald  not  have  teen  unroofed  and  oc- 
cupied 7  and  why  a  frame  storehouse  should  have 
been  left  to  cover  the  head  of  the  enemy's  column, 
and  its  subsequent  display  ?  dbo. 

If,  also,  the  most  efficient  corps  of  the  army 
was  left  out  of  the  original  armngement.  and  but 
got  into  the  line  when  other  parts  of  it  '*  were 
retreating^  and  apparently  in  much  disorder."  it 
will  not  be  forgotten  that  this  corps  was  distinct 
and  independent,  and  that  the  Gcneml  had  no 
authority,  of  right,  to  command  it.  I  witnessed 
the  disquietude  of  the  gallant  officer  who  led  this 
corps,  at  having  been  assigned  to  a  duty  which, 
in  his  own  strong  language,  "  but  required  a  cor- 
poral and  six  men."    The  lateness  with  whieh 

•  Upen  my  Inqairfaig  why  Ihe  diageons  had  not  been 
inbodisd,  masked,  and  SMOe  to  chaige  the  right  fisnk 
•£  the  «nemy»  the  CSaneral  rspliad,  thai  an  offiaer  of 
that  oaips  sasmrod  him  that  ilia  man  oaahl  not  be 
bnmght  to  a  chaifc. 


he  got  into  a  poet  of  sMre  diMiBetin,IeoMy(r 
as  one  of  the  causesof  dM  dimstmoftke^; 
but,  without  all  donbt,  the  ddarmiaii^  enneif 
these  is  to  be  found  in  that  love  afttviifi,]! 
many  of  the  corpi^  predomiaated  switorf  of 
country  and  of  honor.  la  illnstiatintfikfs/ie^ 
I  refer  to  the  official  reports  of  GcsalWiBfo 
and  of  Commodore  Barney,  sad  sblldMt&Ji 
letter  by  adopting  the  o^niob  of  the  forsB/ibt 
the  contest  ama  not  mnintaiMd  at  obaiifthtt 
could  have  been  desired,  but  wai,  bf  pnsdtle 
tsoops,  stiemtiied  vrith  great  spirit  and  pid^ 
efieet ;  and,  had  the  whole  of  oar  foreebrntiBlr 
ly  firm,  1  am  induced  to  beliere  tkattheetcB) 
would  have  been  repulsed,  DOtwittaudiBftL 
the  disadvantages  under  which  wefoofbt" 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  fery  gTat{^ 
spect,  your  most  obedient  sanrtat, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG 

P.  S.  On  what  may  particolailj  relate  toAb 
andria,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  official  letters 
General  Young,  of  the  24th  of  A«g^  vA^ 
my  note  to  Captain  Dyson,  and  his  leplrof  ()( 
29th.  It  may  be  that  no  eepy  of  the  first  n 
keptt  ha  whieh  case  the  original  mafkeaW 
for.  iA 

Hon.  CoL  JoHireon,  Cftaviiai^  ^ 


No.  4. 


Letter  finm  the  kmiorabU  WmmM»  Sto 

rtUuyifthe  Mwy. 
Navt  Dbpartmht,  Oa^^^^ 
SiB :  In  compliance  with  thereqaestewtiatf 
in  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  to  sHU  to  i^ 
committee  of  inquiry  "anfthiaj  tiai  ""T  " 
within  my  knowledge,  as  to  themewires  ura 
and  adopted  by  the  AdminirtrauM,  w^ "!« 
especially  those  proposed  MdMiofttdtttbe  UJ- 

init  CouncU  on  the  6rst  of  W/j^fl^ 
to  the  defence  of  the  DistrierrfColafflhi^" 

such  other  views  and  things «  ■*y)*lu^! 
in  my  estimation,  pertinent lomw^P^';,'*" 
the  honor  to  reply,  tha^  ss  the  ^'^ff. 
quired  involves  the  confidential  P^Zi^ 
Cabinet  Council  I  deemed  it  fi^^Zl 
spectfol  to  ascertain,  from  the  proper"^ 
whether  any  obstacle^  existed  tothejleT^^^^ 
of  what  passed  on  thatqaestion;  ^r'vSlri 
from  all  restraint  upon  thit  occmiob,  i  pp 
to  state  briefly,  from  memory,  my  goe*^ 
lections  upon  the  sufaiect  of  thejpqui^' 

The  senous  apprehensions  of  ^^'\Zi 
vastation,  which  succeeded  the  b.o»'«^^^ 
those  extraordinary  events,  which  iibe»»» 
powerful  naval  and  milittry  foices  omj^^ 
from  European  hostaity,and  ti>«  ^'^Qj 
British  nation,  as  displayed  in  tk«  J»^„^ 
journals  and  conduct  of  its  Go»frnme«J  " 
tion  to  the  pacific  mission  which  «  wd »  ^ 
were  deeply  felt,  and  freqoendy  ^^^^ 
casional  conrersations  between  «« ''',^,j>. 
memben  of  the  Administration,  pnortoj^^ 

inet  meeting  on  the  first  of  July  '^l,^ 
the  probable  points  of  attack  weie  Wf^- 
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ider«d*  Mf  own  imprenioos  inclined  to  the 
ipiaioo  that  there  were  some  points  more  ex- 
losed,  less  difficult  of  access,  and  more  invitioff 
0  the  enemy,  upon  the  system  of  warfare  he  had 
dopted,  than  the  metropolis ;  the  only  important 
bjeets  which  it  nresented,  according  to  my  Yiew, 
ejog^  the  naval  depot  and  public  shipping. 
I  recollect,  on  one  of  those  occasions,  that  the 
resident  expressed  Tery  ^reat  solicitude  for  the 
ifety  of  the  metrofiolis;  his  belief  that  the  enemy 
ould  attempt  its  invasion^  and  urged  the  expe- 
iency  of  immediate  defensive  preparations,  with 
11  the  disposable  force  that  could  oe  convenient- 
r  collected.  I  accorded  in  the  expediency  of 
reparation,  but  must  confess  I  was  not  equally 
npressed  with  the  apprehension  of  immediate 
in^r,  as  well  from  the  reasons  I  hare  before  as- 
gned,  as  from  the  then  existing  fact,  that  the 
rce  of  the  enemy,  in  the  waters  of  the  Chesa* 
eake,  was  entirely  naval,  and  apparently  verysat- 
factorily  engaged  in  conflagrating  farm  houses, 
id  depredating  upon  slaves  and  tobacco,  on  the 
lores  of  the  Patnxent.  In  this  sentiment  I  was 
>t  alone. 

On  the  30th  day  of  June  the  members  of  the 
abioet  were  inrited  to  attend  a  meeting  at  the 
resident's  mansion,  on  the  following  day  at  noon, 
t  or  near  the  time  appointed,  the  Secretaries  of 
tate^  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy,  and  the  Attor* 
(V  General,  assembled. 

The  President  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting 
be  the  consideration  of  the  menacing  aspect  of 
ings,  iu  consequence  of  the  augmented  power 
the  enemy  by  the  great  political  changes  which 
4  taken  place  in  Kurope,  aad  the  disposition 
ftnifesied  by  the  Gtovernment  and  people  of 
reat  Britain,  to  prosecute  the  war  with  the  most 
ndictive  and  devastating  spirit ;  represented  the 
stives  and  inducemenu  which,  he  conceived, 
e  enemy  had  to  prefer  the  invasion  of  the  cap- 
il  rather  than  any  other  immediate  enterprise, 
id  urged  the  necessity  of  speedy  and  efficient 
eparation  for  the  defence  of  the  District  and 
pital;  inquired  into  the  existing  state  of  itsmil- 
iry  and  naval  defences,  and  the  extent  of  the 
iposable  force  which  it  would  be  practicable  to 
ncentrate  in  the  District. 
The  Secretary  of  War  estimated  the  disposa- 
9  regular  force,  applicable  to  the  intended  pur* 
•se,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  about  twelve 
lodred,  including  about  two  hundred  cavalry  at 
ir lisle,  Pennsylvania,  who,  I  think  he  said,  were 
t  all  mounted,  but  would  probably  be  so  in  a 
ort  time.  He  brought  into  view  the  volunteer 
rps  of  the  City  and  District,  the  particulars  of 
iich  I  do  not  recollect,  and  estimated  the  depot 
Harper's  Ferry,  I  think,  to  contain  at  that  time 
out  thirty*siz  thousand  stand  of  arms. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  enumerated  the 
val  force,  within  immediate  reach,  as  follows: 
le  marines  at  headquarters,  about  -  *  -  120 
le  force  attached  to  the  flotilla  under  the 
sommand  of  Commodore  Barney,  on  the 
Patoxent,  about      .....    500 
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To  the  regular  force  the  President  proposed  to 
add  tea  thousaod  militia,  to  be  designated  and 
held  in  readiness  in  such  Deighboring  districts  as 
should  be  found  most  convenient.  He  also  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  depositing,  at  a  suitabb 
place  contiguous  to  the  metropolis,  a  supply  of 
arms,  ammunition,  and  camp  equipase. 

These  propositions  produced  very  Tittle  discus* 
sion,  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  the  meas- 
ures appeared  to  be  admitted,  though  no  formal 
question  was  taken,  nor  any  dissent  expressed. 

The  meeting  separated,  with  an  understanding, 
on  my  part,  that  the  measures  proposed  were  to 
be  carried  into  effect ;  but  what  order  took  place 
thereon,  other  than  in  the  Department  or  the 
Navy,  1  know  not ;  nor  do  I  know  any  thing  fuv^ 
ther  material  to  the  inquiry,  except  what  is  em- 
braced in  the  communication  wnich  I  had  the 
honor  to  make  to  the  committee  on  the  3d  inst.  ' 

The  officers  of  the  Navy  Vard  are  closely  en'i> 
gaged  in  making  out  the  estimates  of  the  loss  sus- 
tained by  the  conflagration  at  that  establishment, 
but  the  loss  of  books  and  papers  has  retarded  their 
operations.  It  shall  be  completed  as  soon  as  pos* 
sible,  and  transmitted  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  JONBS, 
BtcrtUvry  of  iht  Naiof. 

Hon.  RicHABo  M.  Johnson, 

Ouiirtnan  Com.  of  Inquiry^  H»qfR* 


Navy  Dbpabtm£Nt,  Nov,  12, 1814. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  reports 
and  statements  of  the  Commandant  of  the  Navy 
Yard,  showing  the  actual  loss  of  public  pro- 
perty by  the  conflagation  of  the  Navy  Yard  on 
the  24tb  of  August  last. 

Exhibit  A  shows  the  loss  sustained  in  moveable 
property,  viz :  the  estimated  value  previous  to 
the  fire  ^  the  value  preserved  or  recovered ;  and 
the  actual  loss  sustained ;  as  condensed  in  the 
recapitulation  on  the  last  page. 
Net  loss     -       -       .       -       • 

Exhibit  B  shows  the  loss  sustained 
in  buildings  and  fixtures,  in  like 
manner  showing  the  estimated 
costand  real  loss  sustained.   Net       91,425,53 


$417,745  51 


Total  loss  - 


-  $500,171  04 


To  which  is  annexed  an  estimate  (believed  to 
be  founded  upon  such  data  as  may  be  relied  upon) 
of  the  ^  expenses  of  rebuilding  in  a  plain  snbh 
stantial  manner,"  so  as  to  carry  on  all  the  public 
work  with  as  much  advantage  and  convenience 
as  before  the  fire;  amount     -        -     $62.370  14 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient 

servent, 

'  W.  JONES, 

Seerttaiy  of  the  Ntxvp.  . 

Hon.  R.  M«  JoBNaoN, 

Ckairman  €>om»  hiqidry. 
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Vapmre  ^^the  C%  of  WaMHgtm. 


No.  & 

Letters  from  the  honorable  Richard  Ruthy  Attor- 
ney GeneraL 

HvnAwB  hf  Richard  Ruth,  AUonMy  6«ii«iml  of  the 
United  States,  of  sach  fiiota  mad  circnmetiiH'ee  as 
are  within  his  knowledge,  reUtiTe  to  the  capture  of 
Washington  on  the  84th  of  Angoet,  1814 ;  and  of 
meaaorea  adopted  bj  the  GoTemment  in  relation  to 
that  event,  preTiooa  to,  or  on  that  day ;  deUrered  on 
the  reqoiaition  of  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
reeentatiTea,  appointed  to  inTeatigate  the  canaea 
Which  led  to  the  captare. 

Washington  City,  Oct.  15, 1814. 

^  As  my  official  place  in  the  GK>TeniiiieQt  em- 
braces DO  coDDezion  with  the  duties  of  either  of 
the  four  DepartmeatSi  farther  than  as  I  am  liable 
Co  be  oonsolted  on  legal  questions  growing  oat  of 
the  bttsiaess  of  either  of  them,  it  is  not  to  be  ez« 
pected  that  I  can  gife  infocmation  relatire  to 
the  sabject-matter  of  the  committee's  inqoiries, 
except — 

1st.  Sach  as  I  may  have  derived  from  being 
present  at  the  deliberations  of  the  Cabinet,  when 
thereto  summoned  by  the  Ezecative,  supposing 
ooy  to  be  derivable  from  that  scarce ;  or, 

2dly.  Such  as  I  may  have  derived  from  my 
personal  presence  at  Washington,  and  the  oppor- 
tunittes  thence  farnisbed  of  becoming  acquamted 
with  acts  or  measures  of  Government,  or  other 
events  transpiring  at  its  seat. 

In  regard  to  the  former  capacity,  I  would  beg 
leave  to  premise,  that,  as  these  deliberations  im- 
ply an  tntercourse  of  confidence  amongst  those 
who  participate  in  them,  I  hope  I  do  not  misap- 
prehend the  true  nature  of  the  connexion  between 
the  Executive  and  those  whom  he  may  invite  to 
his  consultations,  or  fail  in  my  respect  to  the 
committee,  when  I  state  that  I  do  not  bold  my- 
self bound  to  make  a  public  disclosure  of  matters 
which  may,  in  this  mode,  have  been  the  subject 
of  Executive  advisement  or  consideration.  The 
exceptions  belonging  to  such  a  rule,  if  any  do  be- 
long to  it,  I  forb^r  to  advert  to,  inasmuch  as  I 
would  be  understood  to  have  waived  upon  this 
occasion  the  objections  which  might  otherwise 
be  interposed  against  the  development  of  trans- 
actions trom  this  oeculiar  source  of  information. 
Upon  a  subject  or  such  delicacy,  and  one  involv- 
ittg  future  rights,!  would  beg  to  be  further  under- 
8t^»d,  that,  in  waiving  all  objection,  I  act  under 
the  full  belief  that  it  is  not  desired  to  restrain  the 
fi<eedom  of  such  a  course  on  my  part,  by  anv  pro- 
hibitory injunctions  from  the  quarter  whence 
tiiey  could  issue. 

As  introductorjr,  then,  to  what  I  may  have  to 
disclose  under  this  head,  and  to  meet,  as  far  as  in 
my  power,  the  inquiry  made  as  to  mjr  knowledge 
'  of  any  preparatory  measures  adopted  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  metropolis,  I  proceed  to  state — 

That,  in  the  month  of  June,  of  the  past  Sum- 
mer, when  the  momentous  changes  m  Europe 
had  become  revealed  to  us,  I  hail  the  honor  of 
holding,  individually,  occasional  interviews  with 
the  President.  In  dwelling  upon  our  public  af- 
fairs, he  expressed  hiaaUoag  Mlitf  of  the  inau- 


^cious  rcaolts  which  these  ehtapibiida 
•very  likelihood  of  superindaeing  spoo  fkm 
That  the  entire  Ubentioa  of  BM  a^ 
power  from  European  caaflielB.  crtsed  teart 
ponding  probability  that  portioBs  ofiLuerpett 
edly  formidable,  would  bethrowa  u^mAm 
In  one.  at  least,  of  the  coaveiaatioss.  khMi 
upon  the  probability  of  an  attack  opnlsUfig- 
ton ;  enforcing  his  opinion  on  the  gmikna^ 
others,  of  iu  own  weakness, and  tkeeiiilit 
would  attend  «  auccessfiil  iaroad  imntka^ 
lal,beyoed  the  intrinsic  magainieottktMm- 
ment«    He  spoke  of  the  tomMdiaie  wmi 

Srepartog  for  its  defence.  His  impre«OBs  iM 
anger  appeared  to  acquire  new  fiwee  fm  t^ 
86ch  of  the  month,  spon  wkieh  dsf  do^ 
were  received  from  two  of  oarMiiwteBiH 
Mr.  Qdiliatin  and  Mr.  Bayard,  dated  wlyulM 
Upon  the  30th  of  Ji»e,tkeHeadiofDniiiDa4 
««re  deeioed  to  meet  at  thePnttdcoi'iflovi 
the  following  day  at  12  o'ekck. 

TheyaeeordinglyassemUei  Ailw«|mes 
I  ako,  in  pacaosnce  of  the  PnsidtBiVK^i' 
tended.  Our  public  affiiirs  were  \imfitm 
discussion ;  their  altered.aad  ino»nna^ 
acter ;  the  probable  reiaetaace  d  w  iwji 
Powera  of  Eorope  to  regard  fcww^M*"* 
BftomMit  of  European  hoosigetotkefinttw 
the  just  rights  for  which  we  wfreeoa»Mt;« 
fierce  aspect  which  British militsrfpa«r«»» 
the  means,  and  prohaWv  wonW  m««;^«J^ 
position  lopni  on  towards  ns;tbepsriifl^«» 

trv  most  vuloerable  to  its  iiM»«*»"*"'?J:^, 
well  as  the  general  trials  before  w,  w«»W 
iato  view.  The  President  meanoodtWj"^ 
heard  him,  iudividna«f,eipK«  WKti^"" 
to  Washington ;  sttting  bisii»|(i«««-8«22 
caUy,  to  hi,  that,  if  iilkl  wiifci«nteP^«^f  J 

enemy  to  send  out  troops  forep^ojIJ^Ci^ 
Atlantic  froaUer  this  ^nM,^^^^^ 
ital  would  bemariEed  as  tbe>«t|snw^/»' 

ofaspeedyattack..  Thatitadrfte^^^^ 
with,  to  pot  la  train  may  «fl^^  ^,  ^ 
defoce.  He  then  d«l*"^^,^  l^^Si 
peared  thata  force  of  tea J-^J^J^  j^ 
be  got  10  readiness  Ibr  ifcetny  ••.  -j^. 
ThiTt  ii  would  be  desim«eifli»««^ 
tion  of  it  as  practicable re|^«[|^'^^^4|. 
at  the  least,  there  should  *»  »***T1  atoi** 
cription,  and  more  if  laoie  ««»«  *.    -l 


un  i«rTMrmiirtia*Tty^^       ^  ^ 
centof  iheSlates  of  VirgiBia,lfoj|»i'ff5 


combined  with  that  from  the 


That  the  residue  should  heip^^"S  Co^U 

JyrvMi'aT  That  Vonveaieoi  ^^^^l 
mUitary  equipageshould  alsobe^ttw 

dissent  Weiigessed  totbe^op^^^^^^ 
sident.    The  Secrelar jr  of  Wtr  «w    ^,  ^ 
bal  estimate  of  the  ««>««?' ^/^Irrii* 
ments,near  at  hand.  ^y*^«;^*S>*'* 
either  with, or  in<i«pendMtof,iJ««^^jy,,^ 

Navy  Yard,  (for  of  this  I  ^^^'^r,^^ 

tion  of  regular  force  ^^^^'^ttU^ 
had.    I  SUuect  nothing  &rihfrW»U 

at  the  meeUng  about  the  defence  «"r^^ 
What  measures  were  subeeqoenuy 
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AFFIDRBIK, 


UU 


Qugtmt^ftke  OUy  ^  Watkkfgiam. 


ass 


r  those  prop<»«d  wert  osiritd  ioto  effeet ;  or  hj 
lat  causes  thcjrhave  been  nitarded  or  frastra- 
I  I  hare  not  had  the  means  of  kaowioc  with 
y  certainty,  and  therefore  cannot  speal.  In 
purd  to  wfayidt  I  have  said,  I  am  disposed  to  en- 
tain  the  lees  distrust  of  its  |^eaeral  aeoaracy 
m  the  habit  of  keeping  occasional  written  me- 
irandums  conaectra  with  our  public  history, 
]  from  haYio|[  refreshed  my  memory  by  a  rcf- 
nce  to  tome,  in  the  preseat  instance,  made  at 
!  tin:ie. 

Is  it  apoeass  to  come  wiihtn  the  scope  of  the 
nmitters  tnqutries  that  I  should  also  disclose 
(h  facts  as  I  ma§r  possess  a  knowledge  of,  re- 
ive to  aay  participation,  bv  the  QovernmeBt, 
the  immediate  events  of  toe  14th  of  August, 
2av«  to  state  that  my  knowledfc  herem  is 
rely  iocideatal.  As  mm^  it  extends,  or  may 
Mar  to  have  aay  bearinj;  upon  the  iaterroga- 
ios  of  the  committee,  fwill  proceed  to  un- 
lit. 

[>n  the  BMrotng  of  that  day,  probably  at  about 
»*eiock,  I  called  at  the  lodgings  of  the  Secretary 

War  to  ask  htm  for  ^is  latest  intelligence 
ipecting  the  enemy's  movements.  He  was 
mJ  enough  to  hand  me  a  note  be  had  received 
m  Qeaeral  Winder,  written  Irom  headquarters, 
in  established  wiibin  the  city  limits,  near  the 
stern  fimooh  bridge.    It  was  dateo.  I  think, 

same  morning,  ft  was  short,  and  stated  the 
lounts  from  the  river  below  to  be  more  and 
re  serious.  It  also  expressed  a  wish  to  receive 
insel  either  from  the  Secretary  individually, 
the  Executive,  as  to  the  operations  proper  to 
adopted  in  an  emergency  so  critical.  Other 
Dffs  mav  have  been  in  it,  but.  reading  it  hast- 
,  I  "would  not  be  understood  to  speak  with  ac- 
«cy  of  its  contents.  Leaving  the  Secretary 
War,  I  prooeeded  to  the  Presideqt's.  Arri?- 
:  there,  I  learned  that  the  President  bad  gone 
the  headquarters  of  General  Winder.  Thither 
Iso  next  went.  I  therc  found  the  President, 
neral  Winder,  Commodore  Tlogey.  and  two 
three  military  officers.  The  Secretary  of  State. 
inderstoodL  had  prcfiously  been  there,  bnt  haa 
«e  on  to  'BUdensburg.  The  Seereiary  of  the 
vy  came  iuto  the  room  not  iooff  afterwards. 
Commodore  Tingey's  presence  I  am  not  cer- 
D.  The  conversation  turned  upon  the  route 
which  it  was  thought  most  likely  the  enemy 
iild  make  his  approach.  It  was  interrupted 
drafloons,  who  had  been  on  scouts,  coming  in 
ny  lew  miontes  with  their  reports.  The  pre- 
iderance  of  Minion,  at  this  i^riod,  I  took  to 
that  he  would  be  most  likely  to  move  in  a  di- 
tion  towards  the  Potomac,  with  a  view  to 
BOSS  himself  of  Fort  Warburton  in  the  first  in- 
ace.  By  this  course,  he  would  secure  the  pas* 
e  of  his  ships,  then  supposed  to  be  in  the  river 
ow,  and  thus  their  ulterior  co-operation,  whe- 
r  in  the  attack  or  retreat  of  his  land  troops, 
is  way  of  thinking  induced,  as  I  supposed, 
neral  Winder  to  retain  a  large  portion  of  his 
ee  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Bastern  Branch 
ige,  in  preference  to  moving  it  on,  under  the 
sting  state  of  intelligence,  towards  Bladene- 


bttijg.  In  aaiictpatioii  of  aococM  to  the  enemy's 
attempts  by  inmier  or  land,  or  both,  some  conver- 
sation was  had  as  to  the  proper  precautious  for 
blowing  up,  or  otherwise  reudering  naeless,  the 
vessels  and  public  propertv  of  the  Navy  Yard. 
AAer  the  lapse  of  probably  an  hour  from  the 
time  I  reached  headquarters,  an  express  arrived 
from  General  Staosbury,  commanding  the  Bclfi- 
mofe  troq;»}  At  Bladensburg,  rendering  it  at  length 
certain  that  the  British  army  was  advancing  ia 
(hat  direction.  General  Winder  immediatelr 
pot  his  troops  in  motion,  and  marched  off  wita 
them  for  Bladensburg. 

When  he  had  left  the  house,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  company  with  the  Secretary  of  tl|e 
Treasury,  arrived  there.    The  President  men- 
ttoned  to  the  former  the  information  which  had 
just  been  received,  at  the  same  time  asking  him 
whether,  as  it  was  probable  a  battle  would  soon 
be  brought  on,  he  had  any  advice  or  plan  to  oflfer 
upon  the  occasion.    He  replied  that  he  had  not. 
He  added,  that,  as  it  was  to  be  between  iflculars 
and  militia,  the  latter  would  be  beaten.    Au  who 
were  in  the  house  then  came  out ;  the  Searetary 
of  War  ceitinff  on  his  horse  to  go  to  Bladeaa- 
burg,  and  thefiecretafy  of  the  Navy  going  to  the 
OMrtne  hanacks  dose  by.    Commooore  Bsroey, 
with  his  seamen  and  marines,  who  were  still  ro- 
matning  in  or  near  the  barracks,  were  ordered  to 
push  on  with  all  despatch  to  Bladensburg,  an 
order    their   aaatiety  stood   anticipating.     The 
Presideat  first  went  to  the  barracks,  inviting  me 
to  accompany  him.    He  then  observed  that  he 
would  rioe  to  Bkdensburg,  with  a  view  to  join 
the  two  Heads  of  Departments,  already  gone 
there,  and  be  of  aay  use  in  his  powo*.    I  pro- 
ceeded on  with  him.    Before  we  could  reach  the 
town,  the  forces  of  the  enemy  had  possession  of 
it.  Graneral  Winder,  as  it  struck  my  eye  in  riding 
aloag,  had  formed  the  troops  he  marched  out 
with  him  on  each  side  of  the  road,  stretchiiig  a 
mile  from  JUadonsborg,  in  such  way  as  the  lew 
moments  left  him  would  allow.  :But,  according 
to  what  particular  plan  they  were  drawn  up,  or 
by  whose  order,  I  cannot  say.    The  PreaMent 
met  with  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Score* 
tary  of  State  upon  the  field  near  the  froat  ranks. 
The  former  had  arrived  just  before  him.    When 
the  President  arrived,  the  arrangemeat  jfor  the 
battle,  whatever  it  laay  have  been,  was  appar* 
eatly  made.    It  commenced  in  a  rm  few  miii* 
uies,  and,  in  not  many  more,  some  of  our  troi^ 
bei^an  to  break.    The  President  and  two  Secre- 
taries, at  about  this  period,  retired  together.    I 
joined  them  very  shortly  afterwards,  and  rode 
into  Washington  with  the  President 

It  does  not,  at  present,  occur  to  me  that  I  can 
suite  anything  further  relevant  to  the  inquiries  of 
the  committee.  I  shall  be  ready  to  answer  any 
questions  it  nuy  think  fit  to  propound,  with  a 
view  to  recall  any  explanatory  or  additional  cir- 
cumstances or  facts,  not  collected  above»  or  which 
I  have  not  deemed  it  material  to  state. 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

Hon.  R«  M.  JoBNBON, 

Ckairmtm  CommUtm  pfhqmy. 
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Capiure  of  the  CUy  of  WoMtigUm. 


WAflBmoToir,  MbwmAer  3, 1814. 

Sir:  I  htTebad  the  honor  toreceirejoar  Dote, 
of  the  29th  of  last  month,  reqoestiof  of  me  f  oeh 
ioformatioD  as  I  may  possess  relative  to  a  report 
made  early  in  June,  from  the  War  Department, 
to  the  President,  of  the  amount  of  regular  and 
militia  force,  ana -its  distribution  throughout  the 
country ;  which  report  was  submitted  by  the  Pres- 
dent  to  the  Heads  of  Departments ;  and  requesting, 
also,  that  I  will  add  any  further  matter  to  my  for- 
mer narrative,  which  may  hare  since  occurred  to 
my  recollection,  that  I  may  deem  material,  par- 
ticularly as  to  the  part  taken  by  the  President,  or 
«ny  of  the  members  of  the  Gorernment,  on  the 
daV  ofthe  battle  of  Biadeosburg. 

With  the  same  reservation  which  I  before  took 
the  liberty  to  make,  of  the  privilege  of  being  at  my 
option  as  to  the  disclosure  of  facts  of  which  I 
jnay  have  derived  the  knowledge  through  any 
AonfiJeotial  medium  whilst  engaged  in  public  du- 
ties, I  have  to  state — 

That,  at  a  meeting  which  took  place  of  the 
Heads  of  Departments,  at  the  Prestoent's,  on  the 
7th  of  June,  at  which  I  also  was  present,  i  do  re- 
member that  a  paper  was  read  by  the  President, 
which  had  been  turntshed  by  the  Secretary  or 
war,  containing  an  estimate  or  all  our  land  force, 
as  well  as  its  distribution.  A  similar  one  was 
exhibited  of  the  naval  force,  prepared  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy.  This,  too,  was  read  by  the 
President.  I  remember  the  aggregate  amount  of 
the  land  force,  but  not  the  portions  of  it  as  then 
distributed  through  the  respective  military  dis- 
tricts; or,  at  least,  not  that  falling  within  district 
No.  5.  The  meeting  was  called,  and  the  estimate 
of  force  submitted,  for  purposes  quite  distinct  from 
the  defence  of  district  No.  &  The  latter  object 
being  eicluded.  renders  it,  I  presume,  tin  neces- 
sary that  I  should  trouble  the  committee  with  any 
detail  of  the  deUberations  or  resolutions  that  were 
had  upon  the  occasion. 

As  regards  the  other  branch  of  inquiry,  I  feel 
at  some  loss.  I  am  not  sure  that  I  do  remember 
any  supplemental  facts,  which  the  committee 
ttiffbt  think  material  to  be  stated,  relative  to  what 
took  place  on  the  day  of  the  battle.  Upon  this 
subject  I  would,  with  the  most  entire  deference, 
beg  leave  to  suggest,  that  perhaps  the  most  eligi- 
ble course  would  be  for  me  to  answer  (as  I  should 
ever  be  ready  to  do)  to  such  interrogatories  as  the 
committee  might  find  it  in  their  discretion  or  con* 
▼enience  to  put,  rather  thsn  leave  in  my  own 
hands  the  choice  of  topics.  I  venture  upon  the 
freedom  of  the  remark  from  the  fear  that  I  may 
omit  or  introduce  matter,  which,  in  other  eyes^ 
might  wear  a  different  aspect  or  relationship  to 
the  investigition.  to  what  it  had  done  in  mine. 
When  the  President  expressed  his  intention  of 
going  to  Bladensburg,  he  observed,  while  on  the 
road,  that  one  ntotive  with  him  was,  that,  as  the 
Secretary  of  War,  who  had  just  gone  on,  might 
be  able  to  render  useful  assistance  towards  ar- 
rangements in  the  field,  it  would  be  best  that  the 
requisite  sanction  to  it  should  be  at  hand,  prevent- 
ing thereby,  at  a  moment ^so  important,  anypos- 
aible  embatras«meat/arisiBf  from  *the' claims  or 


duties  of  the  Commanding  GesmL  Bai^ 
we  reached  the  field  we  found  the  troop  (and 
and  waiting,  in  their  sutions,  the  oosKi/iitb!. 
tie.  The  British  arm v  was  alretdfii  M  s^ 
and  advancing  in  full  march,  throf^  M» 
burg.  At  this  juncture  the  PresiMjsW  i^ 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  SeereUrf  tfVir.ue 
all  approached  to  the  spot  when  GocnlfiDdfr 
was.  Some  words  of  oonvcrsttios  Kcseinpis 
between  the  President  and  the  twoiitto.  im 
not  near  enough  to  overhear  it.  GeoenlTis 
rode  forward  a  few  yards,  exhoniof  tkeinqKo 
be  firm.  The  firing  began  almoa  iaoeUy 
afterwards.  Resulutook  place  tbatuehgn 
It  had  been  the  wish  of  the  Pre»deBt,iss;6]id 
to  me,  on  the  ride  out,  that,  after  emyiulflr 
arrangement  for  the  battle  had  beeo  oi^i 
the  best  advice  attainable,  the  eiril  fDiictiMa 
should  join  him,  and  retire  to  Uierarofdieiia 
with  a  view  to  any  ulterior  delibentiois  ito 
events  might  render  necessary.  I  took  ii  sit 
in  conformity  with  this  wish  thai  the  Sccnir 
of  State,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  iiM^ 
tired  at  (he  time,  and  in  the  Danoer,Ili2Ka3^ 
and  it  was  in  pursuance  of  it  that  laceos/iM 
then.    Whilst  still  on  the  field,  twm^» 

Sart  of  our  troopa,  I  think  I  OBderstootftfem 
lecretaries  to  unite  in  optnioa,  that  ik  side ii 
which  they  had  been  drawn  apwafis}iio»>i 
the  time  and  circumstances  allowed.  Btinlite 
I  do  not  speak  with  eonfideoee,asBfittat>f 
was  partly  taken  up  in  viewior,fronkilitt^ 
the  contending  movements.  To  dm  i('f?BV(^ 
plain  that  entire  ranks  of  oor  tsea,  iifntvn 
dispersed  by  the  shock  of  tbeeoeo|r,M«t^ 
order  for  retreat  was  given  by  the  wasntit 
Gkneral. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  pwJ  wpa^f* 
obedient  servant,  RICHARD ^m 

Hon  R.  IK*  Johnson, 


No.  6. 


ComvMmicaJtion  from  the  Wat  D^*fMf 
duding  the  ordenin  relatmUt  ^jf^Z 
tary  dietricL  the  requiiiim  «/*«  **la 
*     cor/wpowincea«tt(A«^G«wfa 


BALTlM0ii,Jii5f\S*L 

Sir:  The  objecuof  the comiMwl tWJf 
been  conferred  upon  mehavecoMeqwwy; 
I  received  it,  occupied  my  eerioMCon^J^ 

The  utmost  regular  force  ''*»»cj'f,"i 
can,  in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  be  fttc^ 

command,  including  the  force  p*****[Jj 
risoning  the  several  forts,  will  not  ei^ 
thousand  men,  and  some  week* »'"  ?*^ 
elapse  before  the  detach menti  fron  3; 
Carlisle  will  reach  my  district;  ihedetttf'' 
of  the  36ih  and  38th  are,  tbercfort,  theoo^ 
that  I  can  eipect  to  have  io  ih«  fi^'ViJ^^ 
time}  and  when  those  other  d«««%|, 
the  utmost  field  force  will  be  seven  wep 
dred. 
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n  conversation  with  you  at  Washiofftoo.  I  un- 
stood  the  idea,  at  present  entertained,  relatire 
ibe  auxiliary  militia  force  proposed  for  the  Dis- 
:t,  to  be,  that  it  shall  be  draughted  and  desig- 
ed,  but  that  no  part  of  it  is  to  be  called  into  the 
d  until  the  hostile  force,  now  in  the  Chesa-' 
ke,  shall  be  reinforced  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
der  it  probable  that  a  serious  attack  iscon- 
iplated. 

[*he  enemy's  fleet  has  now  spent  more  than  a 
ilvemonth  in  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake, 
I,  during  that  time,  has  risited  almost  every 
er  falling  into  the  bay :  and  must  be  presumed 
tiave  such  accurate  iDformation,  that,  whatev- 
expedition  may  be  destined  (o  these  waters  will 
re  a  definite  object,  to  the  execution  of  which, 
its  arrival,  it  will  proceed  with  the  utmost 
mptitude  and  despatch.    Should  Washington, 
Itimore,  or  Aonapolis,  be  their  object,  what  pos- 
le  chance  will  there  be  of  collecting  a  force, 
er  the  arrival  of  the  enemy,  to  interpose  be- 
een  them  and  either  of  those  places  ?    They 
a  proceed,  without  dropping  anchor,  to  within 
ree  hours'  rowing  and  marching  of  Baltimore; 
thin  less  of  Annapolis ;  and  upon  arriviog  off 
•uth  river  can  debark,  and  be  in  Washington 
a  day  and  a  half.    This  celerity  of  movement, 
their  part,  is  not  probable,  owing  to  adverse 
lather  and  other  causes ;  but  if  the  enem]f  has 
*n  active,  while  in  our  waters,   to  acquire  a 
owledge  of  our  country,  of  which  there  can  be 
doubtjand  should  be  tvored  with  weather,  on 
I  arrival  of  reinforcements,  he  can  be  in  Wash- 
;ton,  Baltimore,  or  Annapolis,  in  four  days 
»m  entering  the  Capes.    But  allowing,  liber- 
y,  for  all  causes  of  detention,  he  can  be  in  either 
those  places  in  ten  days  from  his  arrival.  What 
oe  will  this  allow  us  to  hear  of  his  arrival^  to 
•geminate  through  the  intricate  and  winding 
annels  the  various  orders  to  the  militia,  for 
em  to  assemble,  have  their  officers  desi^rnated, 
eir  arms,  accoutrements,  and  ammunition,  de- 
rered,  the  necessary  supplies  provided,  or  for  the 
immanding  officer  to  learn  the  different  corps 
id  detachments,  so  as  to  issue  orders  with  tne 
omptitude  and  certainty  so  necessary  in  active 
aerations?  If  the  enemy's  force  should  be  strong, 
hicb.  if  it  come  at  all,  it  will  be,  sufficient  num- 
^rs  or  militia  could  not  be  warned  and  run  to- 
other, even  as  a  disorderly  crowd^  without  arms, 
nmunition.  or  organization,  before  the  enemy 
ould  already  have  given  his  blow. 
Would  it  not  then  be  expedient  to  increase  the 
>rce  of  my  command,  by  immediately  calling 
It  a  portion  of  militia ;  so  that,  by  previously 
electing  the  best  positions  for  defence,  and  in- 
reasing,  as  far  as  possible,  the  natural  advanta* 
es  of  these  positions,  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
light  be  retarded,  his  force  crippled,  and  time 
id  opportunity  thus  gained  for  drawing  together 
'hatever  other  resources  of  defence  miffht  be 
9mpetent  to  resist  the  enemy  ?    The  small  force 
f  regulars  will  be  incompetent  to  accomplish  any 
laterial  works  at  favorable  positions,  for  strength- 
ning  the  defences,  and  to  supply  the  various  vi- 
eite  parties,  whien  it  will  be  necessary  to  station, 


on  the  prominent  points  of  the  bay,  to  watch  the 
enemy,  and  eoromunicate  his  movements  with 
the  greatest  passible  despatch. 

Allow  me,  sir,  respectfully  to  propose  that  four 
thousand  militia  be  called  out  without  delay.  I 
propose  to  station  these  in  equal  proportions,  in 
the  most  eligible  positions  between  South  river 
and  Washington,and  in  the  vicinity  of  Baltimore* 
Baltimore  could  not  be  aided  by  a  force  stationed 
between  South  river  and  Washington,  unless  a 
force  were  on  the  spot  to  retard  the  advance  of 
the  enemy  until  it  could  arrive,  and  so  with  re* 
spect  to  the  force  at  Baltimore,  in  co-operatins 
with  that  intended  to  defend  Washington,  filach 
could  assbt  the  other  if  of  this  maanitode,  and  it. 
appears  to  me  that,  with  materially  less  meaoa 
actually  in  the  field  and  ready  for  instant  action, 
no  hope  can  be  entertained  of  opposing  the  enemy 
in  assailing  either  of  those  places. 

I  shall  proceed  to  Annapolis  to-morrow,  and 
have  bat  little  doubt  that  the  Executive  of  Ma- 
ryland will  cordially  co-operate  in  affording  soeh 
means  as  it  may  be  deemed  advisable  to  call  for ; 
and  I  btt(  you  will  permit  me  to  procure  this,  or 
such  other  militia  force  as  the  President  may 
think  proper  immediatelyto  be  called  out. 

I  sent  an  order  from  Washington  for  the  de- 
tachfuenta  of  the  36th  and  38th  to  move  up  to  the 
head  of  South  river,  where  I  propose  to  meet 
them,  and  fix  upon  the  most  eligible  spot  for  the 
camp  intended  to  defend  Washington. 

You  will  please,  therefore,  to  direct  any  eom- 
munieations  to  me»  to  Aonapolis,  which  will  ena- 
ble me  to  make  the  requisite  arrangements  with 
the  Executive  of  Maryland  at  once. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brig.  Qm.  VMi  MUUary  Di§L 

Hon.  J.  AniisTBONO,  Sec^y  of  War, 


Uppna  Mablborouoh,  July  16, 1614. 
Sib:  I  reached  this  place  last  evening,  in  my 
tour  of  examining  the  coontry.    From  what  I 
have  seen  and  learned,  it  appears  to  me  that  there 
cannot  be  found  a  place  ot  tolerable  convenience 
with  reference  to  the  objects  of  defence,  for  an 
encampment,  except  in  this  neighborhood.  Two 
places  near  here  offer  many  conveniences :  the 
one,  two  and  a  half  miles  on  the  Western  branch 
and  the  road  to  Bladensburg,  which  I  have  seen  ; 
the  other,  about  five  miles  on  the  road  to  Wash- 
ington and    Piscataway,  near  the  Woodyard, 
which  I  shall  examine  to-day.    The  former  ia 
represented  as  unhealthy  during  August  and  Qep^ 
tember,  but  possesses  all  other  requisites ;  the  lat- 
ter is  said  to  be  healthy,  and  unless  there  should 
be  some  considerable  deficiency  towards  the  com* 
fort  and  convenience  of  a  camp,  I  presume  will 
be  preferable;  and  if,  upon  examination,  1  shall 
find  it  eligible,  I  shall  order  the  36th  and  38th 
immediately  to  proceed  thither.    I  am  much  em- 
barrassed about  the  situation  of  Annapolis :   it 
cannot  be  defended  against  a  serious  attack  by 
land  and  water,  without  a  large  force  and  many 
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addkiMMift  works ;  and  fti  it  a]>pran  to  me  that, 
BhottM  tbe  enaoiy  cofitemiilate  serious  opcralioas 
in  this  quarter,  with  any  eonsideraUe  foro^  it 
will  be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  him  tooeeu- 
py  it.  With  the  command  of  tbe  water,  an  en* 
ttenehment  of  seren  or  ei|^ht  hnndred  ymrds, 
properly  protected  by  batteries,  renders  it  seenre 
agunic  any  attack  by  land.  Il  furnishes  a  posi* 
tion  in  eTery  respect  desirable  and  useful  to  htm 
lor  making  enterprises  against  any  other  point, 
and  a  sMe  retreat  against  erery  calamity ;  in 
short,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  the  door  to  Wash- 
ington, and  it  is  not  possible  for  us  to  shot  it  with 
onr  present  means.  Fort  Madison,  besides  itsex* 
posed  and  defenceless  situation,  except  from  an 
approaeh  direct  by  water,  is  so  rery  unbenlthy 
during  the  months  of  August  and  September, 
that  it  is  not  possible  to  keep  a  garrison  m  it.  It 
is  provided  with  two  fifty  pound  colombiads,  two 
twcnty*fonr  pounders,  two  eighteen  pounders^  one 
twelve  and  one  sir  pounder.  These  gms  wiH  be 
exposed  to  certaaa  capture  if  they  are  left  there^ 
and  will  be  turned  against  tbe  town  and  Fort 
Severn,  with  decisive  effect,  unless  we  can  find 
the  means  of  mnking  a  substaottal  defence  of  the 
place. 

It  appears  to  me  thai  these  gone  should  be  re- 
movea,  and  the  post  nfliied,  rctdyto  be  blown  up 
whenever  an  attack  of  the  town  may  be  contem- 
plated. I  cannot,  however,  bat  acatn  remark  that 
the  importance  of  the  place  to  the  enemy^  in  ev- 
ery pomt  of  view,  renoers  it  of  the  last  import- 
ance to  be  defended,  if  tbe  means  can  be  obtained. 
But  a  considerable  force  ought  to  be  tnctantly 
sent  there  to  prepare  the  worn  necessary  to  give 
a  chance  of  successful  defence.  On  my  arrival 
here  last  evening,  I  learned  that  an  express  had 
passed  through  Uiis  place  to  the  Governor  of  Ma* 
ryland)  who  ataied  tnit  he  was  the  bearer  of  in- 
formation that  two  seventy-fours,  with  a  number 
of  small  vessels,  had  made  their  appearance  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Potomac.  It  is  of  importance 
that  I  obuin  the  earliesc  idtelligence,  ir  this  be 
tine ;  and  I  beg,  if  you  have  any  intdligence 
Worthy  of  attention,  that  voo  would  communi- 
cate it  to  me  here  without  delay.  By  tbe  return 
of  the  express  to  Point  Lookout^  I  shall  write  to 
the  person  employed  there  to  give  intelligence, 
aad  direct  him  to  transmit  me  by  express,  intel- 
ligence of  all  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  I 
^all  also  establish  express  lines  from  all  the  jao' 
minent  points  of  observation  on  the  bay,  unless 
these  may  be  already  established,  of  which  I  bM 
you  to  inform  me.  The  Governor  and  Councu 
of  Maryland  have  taken  steps  immediately  to 
comply  with  the  requisition  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment ;  but  I  fear,  from  my  recent  eoqierienee, 
it  will  be  in  vain  to  look  for  any  efficient  aid  npon 
a  andden  call  upon  the  militia. 

W.  HL  WINIMSR. 

Hon.  J.  AawartMNQ,  8tc^f  of  War. 


NOTTIMQHAM,  Jul^  17^  1814. 

Bin:  We  have  information,  deemed  credible 
hieie^  that  the  eaemy  are  advancing  up  this  river 


ia  coisiderabk  force.  I  hsve  called  the  deim^ 
meat  of  regulars  to  this  place,  wlio  wiff  hehm 
to-morrow.  The  alarm  is  goiiiff  oit  m  atxiMt 
whet  militia  foree  can  be  collected;  and  I  nike 
the  liberty  of  suggestiag  the  pvoprietr  sf  seoifiag 
to  this  point,  with  tbe  utmost  espedinm,  tbe  ma- 
rine corps,  and  all  the  militia  farce  tlaicsa  be 
procured  from  the  District. 

Tours,  respectfully,         

W.  H.  WINDBL 
Brig.  Gen.,  lOihJmHiurfDmt 

Hob.  SncnBTAnT  op  Was. 


AwRAPOiaa,  .M^  90, 1812. 

Stft :  Tour  letter  of  the  17th  reached  me  ca 
the  18th.  The  enemy  proceeded  no  further  op 
the  Patuzeot  than  Hunting  creek^  where  he  Ited- 
ed  and  committed  some  depredations  in  Cftlrai 
county.  He  has  since  returned  down  the  rira, 
leaving  us  in  doubt  where  ha  will  next  sppeu. 
I,  in  conscqueaee,  halted  the  three  ccNBpsiuescf 
city  volunteers  at  the  Woodyard^nd  thedctade 
meots  of  the  36th  and  38th  at  Upper  lisrihiK^ 
ough,  until  some  further  indication  shall fteosdt 
by  the  enemy. 

I  have  seized  this  moment  to  proceed  to  iha 
place  to  amage  the  calling  of  the  Marybad  mi- 
litia, demanded  by  the  requisitioQ  of  the  foait& 
instant.  This  will  be  immediately  aueadeii  co 
by  the  Governor  of  this  State.  I  have  deemtd 
it  advisable  to  call  for  (he  highest  nnmbertfirecc- 
ed  by  the  President,  supposing  that,  by  thii  means, 
we  might  possibly  get  the  lowesu 

I  shall  immediatelv  proceed  to  BaJtimoie.  lo 
see  aad  understand  the  means  of  defeace  there, 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  and  ordecs. 
I  shnll  lenve  this  to-morrow  aftemooD,  or  next 
day  morning  at  farthest,  (unless  some  movement 
of  the  enemy  renders  it  onnceessry^  mttd  ^a- 
ceed  to  the  country  betweea  Focomac  and  Ps* 
tuxent. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, sir,  youf  most  obedient 

servant,  

W.  H.  WWDKB, 
Brig.  GetL,  lOA  AfilsHvy /Ns^. 

Hon.  J.  AnMBTttoirai  8ec^  rf  Wmr^ 

N.  B.— The  Governor  informs  me  that  it  wiii 
not  be  in  his  power  to  supply  the  srms,  camp 
equipage,  dbc,  to  the  quota.  The  raquisitioBs  st> 
ready  made  and  expected  for  local  deleoee  bm 
exhausted  the  State  arsenal. 

1  have  delayed  dismantling  Fort  lladmosiMf 
because  it  will  excite  greater  sensation  aad  chmaKf 
and  by  that  means  proclaim  to  the  enemy  ihai  it 
was  not  to  be,  or  coold  not  be,  defonded,  and  ibw 
invite  him  to  take  posstasioa  of  ic  It  wooftd  a 
impossible  to  dismantle  it  without  making  it  pc^ 
lie ;  and  I  have  deemed  it  more  expedient  is  rA 
the  loss  of  the  gtms  there,  than,  br 
thenii  invite  the  enemy  to  take  the  pii 
he  may  possiblv  abstam  from  while  he 
the  place  will  be  defended* 
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UmR  MjALsoBOOva,  Jlt^  23, 1814; 
Sib:  I  availed  myself  of  a  snspeiiMen  of  tb« 
emy'i»  moTemtiiu  to  pfoeeed  to  Annapolis  asd 
kUimore,  to  attend  to  the  militia  ealls  on  M anr« 
id.  I  retarned  hero  festarday  at  two  o'eloek 
le  Gorernor  has  issued  orders  for  eallia^  out 
■ee  thousand  of  the  draughts,  under  the  requt- 
ion  of  the  fourth  of  July ;  and,  at  my  sui^ee- 
0.  has  appointed  Bladensborg  as  the  place  of 
idez70us.  I  preferred  this  place,  because  it  was 
ir  the  proposed  line  of  defence)  and  contiguous 
the  supplies  which  Washington  can  aflbni.  It 
11  be  necessary  that  arms,  ammunition,  aecou- 
ments,  tents,  and  camp  equipage,  be  deposited 
for  them.     I  have  no  knowledge  where 


fre 

rsc  articles  are  in  store,  nearest  that  point,  nor 
der  whose  charge  they.  are.  I  must  pray  you 
re  the  necessary  orders  for  haring  the  requisite 
posites  made  at  that  place.  I  have  notified  the 
Dtractor* 

The  two  thousand  militia  from  General  Smith's 
rision,  and  who  are  to  rendtzTous  near  Belli* 
ire,  will,  I  beliere,  need  no  supplies  but  prowls* 
a  and  ammunition  from  the  United  States. 
pon  these  points  I  hare  taken  orders.  I  fear 
me  time  will  elapse  before  either  of  these  re* 
isitions  can  be  complied  with,  in  baTing  the 
m  assembled,  espeeialliF  the  former,  the  draught 
log  yet  to  be  nnde.  Major  Marsteller,  if  not 
>  much  occupied  at  Washington,  ouffht  to  be 
ith  me  in  the  field ;  but  his  duties  wilfcall  him, 
obably}  to  so  manv  different  points,  that  it  ap- 
ars  to  me  be  will  require  an  assistant.  The 
emy's  force  is^dlvided  between  the  Potomac  and 
ituzent.    The  accounts  which  ought  most  to 

credited,  give  five  hundred  a»  having  landed 
>m  the  PatttXent  squadroui  and  from  one  thou- 
ad  to  fifteen  hundred  from  the  Potomac  squad- 
n ;  and  although,  from  repeated  experience,  we  | 
e  forbid  to  relf  on  this  intelligence,  yet,  as  it  is 
e  only  direct  intelligence  we  have,  and  comes 
om  respectable  people  having  had  opportunities 
'  observation,  it  cannot  be  wholly  disregarded, 
shall,  therefore,  for  the  present,  still  retain  the 
ly  volunteers,  and  keep  them  and  the  regulars 
I  a  post  of  observation  and  readiness.  I  shall 
yseif  proceed  nearer  tlieeaemy,for  the  purpose 

better  inforroatioa  and  observation. 
As  I  do  not  know  whether  ooly  the  quota  of 
le  District  militia  is  to  be  draughted  and  placed 

I  my  disposal,  or  whether,  oa  occasion^  tMy  are 

II  considered  as  liable  to  requisition,  I  would 
lank  yon  for  information  on  that  subject.    As 
lat  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  assigned 
)r  my  distiict,  are  remote,  and  could  not  be 
tiled  out  upon  emergency,  might  it  not  be  ex* 
edient  to  d!raw  from  remotest  points,  leaving 
lat  portion  of  the  militia  nearest  the  probable 
)ene  o(  action,  to  be  called  out  on  the  spar  of 
le  occasioA  ?  A  deserter  from  the  British,  whose 
caminatioa  I  have  seen,  says  they  talk  of  attack** 
[g  Annapolis.    If  they  know  their  own  interest . 
id  our  weakAess,  in  fact  incapacity,  to  defend  I 
lat  pointy  tliey  certainly  will  possess  it. 
I  have  th«  honor  to  hi,  4e. 

W.  H.  WINDER 


WoouTAun,  Jufy  83, 1814; 

Sib:  Since  I  wrote  you  this  morning,  I  havci 
under  all  circumstances,  deemed  it  expdlient  to 
direct  Captain  Davidson  to  return  to  l^shington 
with  his  detachment  of  volunteers. 

The  facility  with  which  they  can  turn  out  and 
proceed  to  any  point,  renders  them  nearly  as  ef* 
fective  as  if  actually^  kept  in  the  field;  and  the 
importance  to  them  individually  of  attending  to 
their  private  affairs,  decides  me,  even  in  the  doubt 
of  the  enemy's  probable  movement,  to  give  thin 
order. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting,  upon  the  in» 
formation  of  Captain  Doughty,  that  the  riflee 
t^ey  have  are  very  defective  for  service ;  and  i| 
would  be  useful,  especially  at  the  present  mo* 
ment^f  thev  could  foe  supplied  with  better.  Cap- 
tain Burch's  artillery  are  also  without  swordi. 
Whether  both  those  articles  are  supplied  to  the 
militia  of  the  District  by  the  Qovernment,  I  know 
not;  but  if  they  are  and  can  be,  the  probable  de- 
mand for  the  services  of  the  militia  of  the  Dis- 
trict, and  their  importance  in  the  scale  of  our 
force,  would  render  it  desirable  they  should  be 
supplied. 

I  beg  leave  also  to  suggest,  upon  the  informa* 
tion  of  the  commanding  officers  of  companle^i 
that,  if  the  tents  and  camp  equipage  were  respect- 
ively left  under  their  coarge,  it  would  enable 
them  to  march  when  called  upon  with  mucb 
greater  promptitude. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respecti 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brig.  GefL,  lOthMaUary  Di»L 

Hon.  J.  AmiaTROMO,  Slpc'y  q^  War, 


Wabburtoh^  HBAft  Fort  WABHtNoroN, 

J\dy  25, 1814. . 
Sir  :  From  the  enclosed  representation  of  Lieu- 
tenant Edwards,  and  my  own  observation  in  con- 
firmation thereof,  Fort  Washington  is,  in  several 
respects,  incomplete  in  its  state  of  preparation  for 
defence.  If  the  eighteen  pound  columbiads  are 
not  mounted'  even  in  the  block-house,  ammuni- 
tion ought  to  be  sent  down  for  them  and  the 
eighteen  pounders  on  the  water,  battery.  Lieu- 
tenant Edwards  will  send  a  requisition  for  the 
2uantitv  and  kind  of  ammunition  necessary.  Can 
/olonel  Wadsworth.  or  theproper  department  at 
WashingtoQ,  have  tne  platform  enlarged,  which 
will  be  necessary  to  render  the  battery  of  the 
fort  efleetual? 

I  shall  proceed  down  as  far  as  Port  Tobacco 
to-day. 

I  am.  with  great  respect,  te., 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brig,  Gen.,  10t4  MiHtaru  OUiti 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Se&y  of  War. 


RtpoH  of  LdeiUenaxa  Edwards. 

Fort  Wabbinoton,  July  25, 1814. 
Sir:  I  deem  It  my  duty  to  report  to  you  the 
defenceless  situation  of  this  post.    The  necessity 
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of  moaotiDg  heayy  •rtillery  in  the  block-hoose  is 
apparent  to  eTcry  military  character  who  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  ground  adjacent  to  the  works. 
It  is  true  a  few  eighteen  pound  columbiads  have 
been  sent  here,  hut  there  are  no  means  ig  enable 
«8  to  mount  them :  we  are  destitute  of  a  gin  and 
tackle.  The  width  of  the  platform  in  the  fort  is 
another  subject  upon  which  frequent  representa- 
tions (I  understand)  were  made  to  General  Bloom - 
field,  but  without  effect.  The  depth  of  platforms 
for  neavy  pieces  is  generally  from  three  to  four 
toises,  but  seldom  less  than  three.  The  width  of 
this  is  but  fourteen  feet,  rery  little  more  than  two 
toises.  At  the  first  discharge  of  our  hea^y  guns, 
I  hare  known  them  to  recoil  to  the  burtoirs. 
When  they  are  heated  they  would  undoubtedly 
run  over  it,  and  thus  be  rendered  useless  for  a 
time.   • 

On  the  water  battery  there  are  mounted  five 
excellent  long  eighteen  pounders,  (ship  guns,)  but 
there  is  not  a  pound  of  ammunition  for  them.  In 
case  of  an  attack  by  water,  the  utility  of  these 
guns  would  soon  be  discovered.  In  defending 
ourselres  against  maritime  attacks,  it  is  of  the 
first  importance  to  hare  a  battery  near  the  level 
of  the  water,  so  as  to  strike  the  null  of  the  ship 
in  a  horizontal  line ;  for  the  chance  of  hitting  the 
object  is  much  greater  than  when  firlnj;  from  an 
elevation ;  when  it  is  only  an  intersection  of  the 
fine  of  fire  by  the  line  of  the  surface  that  the  ball 
Can  strike  a  ship's  hull.  In  the  first  case  the  gun- 
Aer  has  only  to  move  his  piece  horizontally ;  in 
the  other  he  must  combine  his  direction  with 
those  of  his  elevation  and  the  progress  of  the  ship. 

Borne  of  the  gun  cariages  In  the  fort  are  in 
bad  order,  but  not  so  much  so  as  to  render  them 
unserviceable.  You  will  perceive  by  this  morn- 
ings report,  which  I  enclose,  what  is  the  strength 
or  my  force:  those  reported  sick  ara  invalids; 
those  on  extra  duty,  are  men  employed  in  the 
bake-house,  garden,  die.,  and  who  are  from  bodily 
defects  incapable  of  guard  doty,  but  would  be 
serviceable  in  the  action. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

JAMES  L.  EDWARDS, 
LieuUHont,  comrn^g  JFbrf  WashingiorL 


Colonel  WadsiDorth^B  Report. 
A  couple  of  hands  were  ordered  from  Green» 
leafs  Point  on  Monday;  to  execute  the  necessary 
repairs  of  the  ^un  carriages  at  Fort  Washington. 
The  platform  is  undoubtedly  too  narrow,  as  well 
as  the  parapet,  but  I  think  Lieutenant  tfdwards 
Is  mistaken  m  representing  it  to  be  but  fourteen 
feet.  It  was  directed  to  be  made  twenty  or 
twenty-two  feet,  if  I  do  not  misrecoUect.  The 
disadvantage  of  too  narrow  a  platform  may  be 
obviated  with  no  great  difficulty,  by  checking  the 
recoil  of  the  piece  by  means  of  an  elastic  hand- 
spike introduced  between  the  spokes  of  the  wheels 
to  prevent  them  from  turning.  The  defect  of 
an  insufficient  parapet  is  not  so  ^easily  obviated. 
It  would  be  advisable  I  think,  at  a  proper 
time,  to  make  a  new  wall  in  front,  fifteen  or 
.twelve  feet  in  advance  pf  tbe  prasenti  which 


would  give  sufficient  eztenc^  as  iweU  &r  the  plit- 
form  as  parapet,  without  distarbiug  t&e  oaii- 
zine,  d^c.  The  whole  original  des^  was  M, 
and  it  is  therefore  impoasible  to  m&  a  per/en 
work  of  it  bv  any  alterationa. 

Two  hundred  rounds  of  shot  and  CKtiidfei  for 
eighteen  pounders  ean  be  seat  dows^if  tkH^&f 
proper.  I  directed  some  grape  shot  for  ik  of h- 
teen  pound  columbiads  to  be  prepared  ls^lgo. 
A  tackle  and  fall,  to  mount  those  gan  a  ^ 
block-house,  will  be  provided. 

Captain  Marsteller,  whom  I  hare  just  sKLift> 
forms  me  there  was  a  good  cackle  and  £dlstF«t 
WMhington  when  he  lefu  lie  says  the  pUifem 
was  made  above  twenty  feet  w^ide. 

D.  IV^ADSWORTH. 


Port  Tobacco,  Jk^  26, 18R 

Sir  :  From  the  uniform  train  of  informatia 
yesterday,  the  enemy  are  descending  bocb  t^ 
rotomac  and  the  Patuzent.     I  can  no  i,  hovefK 
rely  implieitl||r  on  the  intelligeoce.    I  ezpeet  mm 
certain  intelligence  this  morning.    1  eipeettk 
enemy  will  move  up  the  bay  next,  and  I  m&  odt 
be  surprised  to  find  Annapolis  his  objeet  wkiA 
I  fear  would  fall  before  fire  hundred  nes.  Ai 
soon  as  I  am  certain  of  the  moreoMStssTthe 
enemy,  I  shall  return  to  Marlborough, and  thcMe 
as  circumstsnces  may  require. 

What  prospect  of  the  eavaby  froa  Carlbk 
and  the  aetachment  from  Virginia?  I  ksre  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  neither. 

I  am,  very  respeeifollv,  dke^ 

W.  H.  WINDBR, 
Brig.  Gtm^  Wih  MOitanf  DdL 

Hon.  J.  AaMaTaoNO,  &e^  of  War. 


PtacaTAWAT,  Asjr^,  ISli. 

Sir:  I  returned  to  this  place  from  Pott  To- 
baceo  this  morning. 

One  of  the  enemy*s  frigates,  the  Lotte,  it  is 
said  passed  through  the  Ketde  Bottoms^  bat  re- 
turned  the  day  ^fore  yesterday  to  Clemeat^ 
bay,  where  two  seventy-fours  sdU  remsis.  I 
have  not  obtained  information  where  the  re- 
mainder of  the  fleet  are.  If  there  are  any  of  ibcir 
ressels  in  the  Patuzent,  they  are  atornctrths 
mouth  of  the  river.  I  ezpeet  to  hear  of  thm 
nezt  op  the  bay.  I  shall  go  on  immediately  tt 
Marlborough,  where,  or  near  it,  I  shall  ressii 
until  the  movements  of  the  enemy  may  call  atf 
away. 

General  Stewart  has  a  rery  considerable  kttt 
at  or  near  Cedar  Point;  Colonel  Bet  11  hm^ 
regiment  and  a  troop  of  cavalvy  at  Port  Tofasoeo; 
and  Colonel  Bowie  with  bis  regimeat  is  at  K«f> 
tingham ;  the  regulars  under  my  eommaod  aittf 
Marlborough,  between  the  enemy  and  any  ptfs^ 
ble  approach  to  Washington.  The  Qorcrser^ 
ezerttng  himself  to  collect  a  force  at  AnM|»^ 

I  have  emploved  myself  withoot  intersus^ 
in  ezaminiag  the  country,  and  hare  aeqs^* 
knowledge  of  its  lopogmphy,  which  wil/«<^* 
tremely  useful  to  me. 
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shooid  haT«  proceeded  lower  down  had  the 
imy's  force  been  op  the  rivers  Potomac  or  Pa* 
ent;  bat  the  retrograde  moremeote  on  both 

rivers  induces  me  to  suppose  thef  will  pro- 
d  to  some  other  point,  and  I  return  to  Marl- 
ougb  to  be  ready  whenever  he  may  appear. 

have  beard  noihing  as  yet  of  the  dragoons 
n  Carlisle,  or  the  detachment  of  infantry  from 
giDia.  Are  there  not  enough  recruits  of  the 
ty-sizth  and  thirty-etchth  tp  form  a  company 
h  ?  If  either  have  fifty  men,  would  it  not  be 
isttble  to  organize  and  order  them  to  join  ? 
7his  will  be  delivered  you  by  Major  Stewart, 
o  goes  by  the  way  of  Washington,  will  join 
at  Marlborough,  and  take  any  commands  you 
y  have  for  me. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  dbe., 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brig.  Gen.,  10/A  MUiiary  Ditt. 

loo.  J.  Armstrono,  8e&y  of  War, 


PtacATAWAT,  July  27, 1814, 

Sir  :  In  the  third  paragraph  of  my  letter,  just 
shed,  and  which  will  accompany  this,  I  have 
d  g^eneral  exoressions  relative  to  the  force,  in 
er  that,  should  it  be  deemed  advisable  to  use 
^  information  I  have  communicated  to  tran- 
Ilize  the  morbid  sensibility  of  the  people  of  the 
itrict,  no  injurious  disclosure  may  be  made ; 
I  I  add  a  more  specific  account  of  the  force  in 
*parate  letter  for  your  information, 
leaeral  Stewart  states  his  force  at  eight  hun- 
d ;  Colonel  Beall  has  three  hundred  to  three 
idred  and  fifty,  and  fortv  dragoons ;  Colonel 
wie  has.  I  presume,  three  hundred.  The  Oov- 
or  has  oeen,  in  vain,  endeavoring  to  assemble 
neighboring  militia  at  Annapolis;  he  had 
led  on  Frederick  county,  and  some  militia 
re  coming  in  from  thence,  when  I  last  was  at 
na polls.  All  this  force  is,  however,  called  out 
the  authority  of  the  State  laws,  and  is  not 
der  my  command.  But  they  do  and  will  co- 
irate  toward  the  general  defence.    I  am,  4bc., 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brigadier  Oeneral. 

tlon.  J.  Armbtronq,  Sec^y  of  War. 


Port  Tobacco,  August  1, 1814. 

Sir:  I  learn  this  morning,  in  a  manner  which 
ves  me  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  that  the  enemy 
re  retired  down  near  to  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
le  has  not  left  it,  with  all  his  ships.  A  rumor, 
t  so  well  authenticated,  but  very  probable, 
tes  the  force  in  the  Patuxent  to  be  increased 
i  ascending  that  river. 

[  have  halted  the  detachment  under  Lieutenant 
lonel  Scott  at  Piscataway,  where  they  will 
it  until  some  ascertained  movement  of  the 
emy  shall  render  it  necessary  for  them  to 
)ve  to  some  other  point. 
I  shall  see  General  Stewart,  of  the  mililia,  this 
irning,  and  then  be  able  to  speak  more  de- 
ledly. 


I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect;  your  moct  obedient 
servant,' 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Se&y  of  War. 


Baltimore,  August  13, 1814. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  two  regiments 
which  were  draughted  from  General  Smith's  di- 
vision, under  the  requisition  of  April  last,  being 
accepted  as  part  of  the  quota  of  Maryland,  under 
the  requisition  of  the  4th  of  July  last,  of  the  im- 
practicability, besides  impropriety  of  calling  any 
portion  of  those  draoghted  from  the  Eastern 
Shore,  and  the  necessity  of  leavfng  all  the  men 
immediately  upon  the  bay,  and  low  down  upon 
the  rivers,  for  local  defence  on  the  Westera 
Shore,  the  remaining  portion  of  the  Maryland 
draughts  to  be  assembled  at  Bladensburg,  instead 
of  bemg  three  thousand,  will  not  much  exceed  as 
many  hundred.  I  shall  require  the  Governor  to  or- 
der out  all  the  draughts  that  can  possibly  be  spared 
from  the  three  lower  brigades  on  the  Western 
Shore;  but  since  the  whole  number  draughted 
on  the  Western  Shore,  exclusive  of  those  drawn 
from  General  Smith's  division,  do  not  amount  to 
fifteen  hundred,  I  apprehend  that,  after  all  shall  be 
assembled,  under  this  second  order  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Maryland,  they  will  not  exceed  one 
thousand  men.  The  most  convenient  and  imme- 
diate resource  to  supply  this  deficiency,  which 
occurs  to  me,  will  be  to  take  the  militia  drawn 
out  under  the  State  authority,  and  now  assem- 
bled at  Annapolis,  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand 
men,  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
call  on  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  for  one 
regiment.  This  would  make  the  militia  force 
(independent  of  the  two  regiments  near  this 
place)  under  my  command  between  two  and 
three  thousand  men,  and  would  complete  the 
views  of  the  President  in  the  order  communi- 
cated to  me  by  you,  to  call  for  not  more  than 
three,  nor  less  than  two  thousand  over  and  above 
the  two  regiments  here. 

The  objects  for  which  the  mititia  wer^  called 
to  Annapolis,  were  such  as  to  make  it  j^oper  that 
the  force  should  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
commander  of  the  10th  military  district.  Some 
force  ought  and  most  be  kept  at  Annapolis,  and 
if  it  should  be  deemed  proper  to  authorize  me  to 
accept  them,  I  should  leave  them  there  until  some 
necessity  occurred  requiring  them  elsewhere ;  and 
the  trouble  and  expense  of  advancing  a  detach- 
ment there,  would  be  avoided. 

These  men  are  only  called  out  for  sixty  dajrs, 
which  may,  perhaps,  be  long  enough,  and  will, 
at  all  events,  afibrd  sufficient  time  to  ascertain 
whether  a  further  force  will  be  necessary.  They 
are  alread)r  io  the  field,  equipped  in  all  respects, 
and  organized.  A  saving  of  their  equipments 
will  be  gained  by  the  United  States,  and  all  the 
time  and  trouble  of  calling  a  force  in  their  place. 

1  shall  proceed  for  Bladensburg  and  Washing- 
ton to-morrow,  or  the  day  following. 


1697 


APPBKDIX: 


tfOM  G%  of 


M 


I  tore  tW  hoMT  to  Iw,  lir,  with  gntt  mpeec, 
your  most  obedient  serrant, 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Brig.  Qen^  1014  Military  £H$t. 

Hod.  J.  ABiffltttoitfo,  SSec'iv  i^T  )^o^* 


War  Departmbnt,  Aug.  22, 1814. 

Dear  Genbral:  Yotir  letter  of  the  2l8t  is  re- 
ceived. 

Of  the  force  io  the  Potomac  we  do  not  know 
a«  mnch  as  we  ought.  Their  fleet  is  said  to  con- 
sist of  six  friffates,  one  of  which  had  got  aground 
on  the  Kettle  Bottoms.  They  have  on  board 
some  troops  or  marines  which  had  been  preriously 
encamped  on  St.  George's  Island.  General  Par- 
ker is  observing  them  on  the  Virfrinia  side  of  the 
river,  at  the  head  of  a  small  brigade  of  militia, 
about  fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred. 

Enclosed  is  a  letter  from  General  Douglas,  of 
Loudoun.  I  have  ordered  him  to  come  on  curectiy, 
without  seeking  a  rendezvous  with  General  Hun- 
gerford.  A  detachment  of  the  12ih  infantry  (re- 
cruits) arrived  here  yesterdsrv.  Thev  shall  be 
armed,  equipped,  and  marched  to  the  Woodvard 
this  morning.  The  Baltimore  brigade  will  be  at 
Bladensburg  to  day.  Would  ir  not  be  well  to 
throw  Barney's  seamen  (six  hundred)  and  some 
other  troops  on  the  right  of  Nottinffham  7  A  de- 
monstration which  snail  menace  the  rear  of  the 
enemy  and  their  communication  with  the  ship- 
ping, will,  if  it  does  not  actually  stop,  at  least 
very  much  retard  their  progress. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Brig.  General  Winder, 

Prince  George^B  county^  Mai 


Wa8Binoto«  Citt^  Aug.  19, 1814. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  through  you,  for 
the  coBsideration  of  the  President,  the  following 
propositions : 

would  it  be  expedient,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Navy  Department,  to  have  vessels  ready  to 
be  sunk  in  the  Potomac,  at  Fort  Wa^ington,  or 
other  proper  pointy  at  a  moment's  warning,  to  ob- 
struct the  navigation  ? 

Would  it  not  bo  proper  to  put  all  the  boats, 
which  can  be  propelled  l>y  oars,  that  are  at  this 
place,  under  the  control  of  the  Navy  Department, 
at  Fort  Washington,  to  transport  troops  across 
the  river  from  either  side,  aa  circumstances  maf 
require? 

Would  it  not  be  expedient,  in  our  present  desti^ 
tote  condition  of  military  force,  to  put  the  marine 
corps  into  service^,  at  all  events,  to  cause  them 
to  reinforce  Fort  Washington  at  a  moment's  no- 
tice, or  to  be  applied,  as  circumstaooes  require, 
to  any  point  of  defence  ? 

From  the  great  and  overwheTmioff  force  of  the 
enemy  on  water,  it  is  no  longer  useml  to  keep  the 
flotilla  armed  in  the  Patuxent;  might  not  that 
force  be  applied  to  some  stationary  point  of  de- 
fence on  land,  or  be  subjected  in  some  way  to  co- 


operate in  themertl  amagemnufhithtii 
oottmaoder  of  toe  district  may  mdul 

Serious  diffioultits  have  ilretdy  ukd  in 
collision,  in  the  Patapseo,  withtkwatid;i 
Fort  McHenry  and  the  flotiili^  is  peM^tk 
duty  of  guard  and  look-out,  the  fiolikltk^ 
ing  stopped  and  kept  in  costodyi&ii^ttie 
look-out  boat  of  the  fort. 

Would  ii  be  advisable  for  tbe  makvl 
tbediatriety  or  any  other  piiblie«atk»nf,tasib 
an  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of  the  eottttiik 
present  moment,  for  volnnteen,  wither  !!pi 
to  their  legal  obligations  u  militia  m'  i 
large  force  very  us^ul  might  be  obtaiidpi^ 
by,  in  this  way,  which  woald  cost  odf  pais 
and  ammun  ition.  I  n  fine,  would  it  not  be  idft 
able,  without  regard  to  forms^  too  slow  fxst 
emergency^  to  invite  and  call  in  erery  du  itt 
can  M  found  ?  This  is,  pertttU)  more  ejqi^ 
because  I  have  reeeiv«d  offieial  isionBiiioKk 
the  Pennsylvania  militia  are  notiQisuieti^ 
called  out  leffally ;  the  fbrmer  law  bam^opd 
the  1st  of  July,  and  the  law  of  list  scssii  tc 
taking  effect  as  to  organizaiioa  until  Oetoliett& 
I  take  thisoccasion  to  state  thit  I  biiccak^ 
the  militia  of  the  District  of  Coloinbti,eiBai 
for  General  West's  brigade  iu  ?nw^'' 
county,  and  Greneral  Williams's,  of  Ab^ 
del,  also  en  masse;  and  tbe  BsltimoRir4M& 
also  en  masse.  I  shall  forward  bj  ex{ii8s,i&» 
diately,  demands  for  five  haodred  meiaiiim 
all  the  brigades  on  the  Western  Shoniisq 
land,  and  the  counties  which  border  (kF^^ 
on  the  Virginia  side.  GeoeralHttogerfd  VJi* 
ern  Neck,  has  a  force  in  the  fieldw^dl^'^ 
called  on  him  to  march,  without  debi:  ^'^^ 
place.  The  result  of  all  these  openuflssvii^^ 
certainly  slow,  and  extjremely  doobtfolistou 
extent  of  force  produced. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  yo«flW«ot«f« 

vant, 

W.  H. 
Brig.  Gen.,  lOfi 

Hon.  Sbcrbtary  of  Wmu 


WA8HmOTOK,il««t2lB^ 

Sir  :  The  calls  which  have  been  v^'^ 
the  militia  officers,  and  the  appeals  to  tbe  ?a^ 
to  turn  out,  ia  likely  to  produce, is  ^»^.^^ 
certain  force  in  its  amount  and  ^'''^'f^Ji 
ably,  very  considerable  in  numbers.  1 1^ 
therefore,  to  suggest  the  propriety  "•'^ 
ing  the  quantity  of  arms  iwniedmtclp^ 
place  or  its  vicinitv;  perhaps  ^^J^l^ 
would  be  a  good  ana  safe  depot,  and  so 
convenient.    They  can  be  drawn,  by "    ^ 
exertions,  in  sufficient  time.   All  tbe  ni!^^ 
the  utmost  efforts  can  produce,  oogbti^'i' 
lected  here  without  delay.  ^  ., 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  yow  (^^^ 

^"^  W.  H.  WINDS 

Hon«  J*  AiuiSTRONO, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Eastbbm  Baamcb  Bridsb, 

Wedmuda^  AuguU  24, 1814^ 

lA :  I  have  foand  ti  oceessary  ta  tttftUish  my 
dqaafters  here,  tba  nose  Mranced  posicton 
renieol  to  tba  troops,  and  nearest  iaformaition. 
all  remain  slatioaary  a»  mooh  as  possible,  that 
ly  be  the  laore  readily  found,  to  tssae  orders, 
collect  lofether  the  ▼arions  detaehments  of 
tia,  and  gire"  them  as  rapid  a  consolidation 
organization  aa  possible. 

With  ffreat  respect,  yours,  dw. 

WM.  H<  WINDER, 
Brig.  Gen^  10th  MUHary  DitL 
Loo,  SiOBSTiJiT  or  WiA. 

.  S.  The  news  np  the  river  is  very  threaten- 
Barney's,  or  some  other  force,  shoald  occu- 
xhm  batteries  a4  Gkeenlears  Point  and  the 
ry  Yard.  I  should  be  glad  of  the  assistance 
sounsel  from  yourself  and  the  Gk>vernmeat« 
lore  convenient,  I  should  make  aa  exertion  to 
to  you  the  first  opportunity. 

loTS^— The  following  memorandum  was  en-" 
Bed  on  the  back  of  the  foregoing  letter,  in  th« 
id^writing  of  Secretary  Armstrong: 
Went  to  Oeaeral  Winder ;  fbnnd  there  the 
sidoDt ;  BAr.  Monroe  had  also  been  there,  bat 
set  out  to  Bladensborf  to  arrange  the  troops, 
gire  them  an  order  of  battle,  as  f  understood ; 
^  no  necessitjp  fi>r  ordering  6arnev  to  Green- 
es Point  or  Navy  Yard.  Advised  the  Corn- 
tore  to  join  th»aimy  at>Bladensboi|p,  and  or- 
id  Minor's  regiment  to  that  place.  Advised 
leral  Winder  to  leave  Barney  and  the  Baiti- 
^  brigade  upon  theenewy^t  rtar  and  right  flank, 
le  he  pot  himself  in  front  with  all  the  rest  of 
foree.  Repeated  this  idea  i«  my  letter  to  him 
he  2Sd.'' 


MM 


BALTticoRK}  AngUit  27, 1814* 

iiR :  When  the  enemy  arrived  at  the  month 
the  Potomac,  of  all  the  militia  which  I  had 
n  authorized  to  assemble,  there  were  but  about 

thousand  seven  hundred  in  the  field  \  from- 
teen  to  fourteen  hundred  under  Qeneral  Staas- 
y,  near  this  place,  and  about  two  hundred  and 
r  at  Bladensburg.under  Lieut.  Colonel  Kramer; 
slow  progress  ot  draught,  and  the  imperfect 
inization,  with  the  inenectiveness  of  the  laws 
lompel  them  to  turn  out,  rendered  it  impossi- 
to  have  procured  more, 
^he  militia  of  this  State,  and  of  the  contigu- 

parts  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  were 
ed  on  en  masse,  but  the  former  militia  law  of 
msyivania  had  ezfired  onr  the  fimt  of  Jane  or 
f,  and  the  one  adopted-  in  its  jilace  is  not  to 
B  effect  in  organizing  the  militia^  before  Oc« 
er.  No  aid|  therefore,  has  been  received  from 
t  State. 

l.fter  all  the  force  that  could  be-put  at  my  dis- 
al  in  that  short  time,  and  making  such  dispo- 
ons  as  I  deeme^  best  calculated  to  present  the 
Bt  respectable  force  at  whatever  point  the  ene- 

might  strike,  I  was  enabled,  by  the  most  ao» 


tive  and  hafrassiag  movensBto  «f  the  traap^  i» 
interpose  before  the  enemy  at  Bladensfaforg  atoat 
five  thousand  mea,  inohidina  three  huadved  and 
fifty  regulars  and  Commodore  Barney's  eoni* 
mand.  Much  the  largest  portion  of>tnis  foroa 
arrived  on  the  ground  when  the  enemy  were  in 
sight,  and  were  disposed  to  support,  in  the  best 
manner,  the  position  which  General  Slansbury 
had  taken.  -They  had  barely  reached  the  ground 
before  the  action  commenced,  which  was  about 
one  o'clock,  P.  Ai.  of  the  dith  instant,  and  con- 
tinued about  aa  hour. 

The  contest  was  not  so  obstinately  maintatvcd 
as  could  have  been  desired,  but  was  by  parts  of 
the  troops  sustained  with  great  spirit,  and  with 
prodigious  effect ;  and  had  the  whole  of  our  foroa 
been  equally  firm.  I  am  induced  to  believe  that 
the  eaemy  wonia  have  beea  repnbed,  notwiih* 
standii^  all  the  disadvantages  under  which  wa 
foueht.  The  artillery  from  Baltimoia,  stq>portod 
bV' Major  Piakoey's  rifia  battalion,  and  a  part  of 
Captain  Doughty's  from  the  Navy  Yard,  were 
in  advance  to  conunand  the  pass  of  the  iMridge  at 
Bladensbarg,  and  |dajred  upon  the  enemy,  aa  I 
have  since  learned,  with  very  destructive  eflbot) 
but  the  rifle  troopa  were:oUigBd,  after  some  time, 
to  retire^  aad*  of  coUfse^  the  artillery.  Superior 
numharsy  howter,  rashtd  upon  them,  and  made 
their  retreat  neoessaryj  not,  however,  without 
great  loss  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Major  Pink- 
ney  iseeei^ved  a  savere  wiaand  in  his  right  arm, 
after  he  had  retired  to  tbeleft  flant  of  Stansbuty 'a 
brigade.  The  right  and  oeatre  of  Stansbury^ 
brigade^  oottsisttag  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ragsn*^ 
and  Shutz's  regiments,  generally  gave  way  very 
soon  afterwards,  with  theezception  of  about  forty 
rallied  bv  Colonel  Ragan,. after  hariia  last  hia 
horso)  and  a  whole  or  a- part  of  Captain  Tro war's 
company,  both  of  whom  General. Stansbury  iap» 
resents  to  have  made,  even  thus  deserted,  a  fpU' 
lant  sund.  The  fall  which  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Ragan  received  from  bis  horse,  together  with  his 
great  efforta  to  sustain  his  position,  rendered  hin^ 
unable  to  follow  the  retreat ;  we  nave  therefore 
to  lament  that  this  gallant  and  excellent  officer 
has  been  taken  prisoner;  he  has,  however,  beeft 
paroled,  and  1  met  him  here  recovering  from  the 
braises  occasioned^  by  his  fall.  The  loss  of  hia 
services  at  this  moment  is  serious.  The  fifth  Bal- 
timore regiment,  under  Lieutenat  Colonel' Ster- 
ret,  bein^  the  left  of  Brigadier  Qeneral  Stans- 
bury's  brigade,  still,  however,  stood  their  ground, 
and,  except  for  a  moment,>woen  part  of  them  re- 
coiled a  rew  steps,  remained  firm,  and  stood  until 
ordered  to  retreat  with  a  view  to  prevent  them 
from  being  outfianked. 

The  reserve  under  Brigadier  Qeneral  Smith,  of 
the  District  of  Colombia,  with  the  militia  of  the 
city  utid  Georgetown,  with  the  regulars,  and  some 
detacbmentsm  Maryland  militia,  fiankedon  their 
right  by  Commodore  Barney  and  his  brave  fel- 
lows, and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Beall,  still  were  to 
the  right  on  the  hill,  and  mainlined  the  contest 
for  some  time  with  great  effect. 

It  ia  not  with  me  to  report  the  conduct  of  Com- 
modore Bamay  and  hiaaommaad,  nor  can  lapeak 
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from  observation,  beins  too  remote;  bat  thecon- 
eorrent  testimooy  of  all  who  did  observe  them, 
does  them  the  biffhest  jostice  for  their  brave  re- 
sistance, and  the  destructive  effect  thef  produced 
on  the  enemy.  Commodore  Barney,  after  havinir 
lost  his  horse,  took  post  near  one  or  his  guns,  and 
there,  unfortunately,  received  a  severe  wound  in 
the  tnigh,  and  also  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy. 

Captain  Miller,  of  Marines,  was  wounded  in 
the  arm,  fighting  bravelv.  From  the  best  intel- 
ligence, there  remains  but  little  doubt  that  the 
enemy  lost  at  least  four  hundred  killed  and 
wounded,  and  of  these  a  very  unusual  portion 
killed.  Our  loss  cannot,  I  think,  be  estimated  at 
more  than  from  thirty  to  forty  killed,  and  fifty  or 
sixty  wounded. 

You  will  readiiv  understand  that  it  ia  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  speak  minutely  of  the  merit  or  de- 
merit of  particular  troops  so  little  known  to  me 
from  their  recent  and  hasty  assemblage.  My  sub- 
sequent movements,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving 
as  much  of  mv  force  as  possible,  gaining  rein- 
ibrcements,  ana  protecting  this  place,  you  already 
know. 

I  am,  with  very  great  respect,  dtc. 

WM.  H.  WINDER. 
Brig.  Qeiu,  lOih  MiiHar^  Dkt. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrono,  Sec^ry  of  War. 

P.  S.  We  have  to  lament  that  Captain  Ster- 
ret,  of  the  5th  Baltimore  regiment,  has  also  been 
wounded,  but  is  doioff  well;  other  officers,  no 
doubt,  deserve  notice,  but  I  am  as  yet  unable  to 
particularise. 


War  DBPARTMBirr,  Mbf  18, 1814 

Sir:  In  addition  to  my  circular  letter  of  *ie 
4tb  instant,  which  subjects  to  your  till  the  qw^ 
of  Maryland  militia,  yoa  are  also  wnkonzed  to 
draw«  from  that  of  Virginia,  two  thosasd  men, 
and  from  the  quota  of  Penns^lvaniSffiTttboiis- 
ahd.  The  whole  of  the  militia  of  the  Dinricc  of 
Colombia,  amounting  to  about  two  tkooaed.  is 
kept  in  a  disposable  state,  aDd  subjeet  to  voor 
orders. 

Note. — The  detached   militia  of  HarTUsd 
amounted  to  six  thousand. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  sa- 
vant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Brig.  Gten.  Win obr. 


Cfetieral  Order  erecHng  the  Thah  MaUary^ 
frid,  ami  lettera  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
Oeneral  VPinder. 

War  Dbpartmbmt, 
Af^utant  and  Inspector  GeneraPe  Office^ 

July  2, 1814. 
Gbnbral  Ordbrb : 

The  State  of  Maryland,  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  that  part  of  Virginia  l]ring  between  the 
Rappahannock  and  Potomac  rivers,  will  consti- 
tute a  separate  militarjr  district  (No.  10)  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Winder. 
By  order:  JOHN  R.  BBLL, 

Auietant  Intpeciar  GeneraL 


War  Department,  July  2, 1814. 

Sir  :  Tour  letters  of  the  90th  instant  have 
been  received. 

Enclosed  is  an  order  constituting  a  new  mili- 
tary district,  and  assigning  yoa.  to  the  command 
thereof.  Major  Stewart  has  permission  to  serve 
in  your  staff;  It  would  be  desirable  to  see  yoa 
here  as  soon  as  it  may  be  convenient  for  yoa  to 
come. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Bi%.  Gen.  Wm.  H.  Wiiibbb.  BaMmmt. 


War  DBPARTHBirr,  Juiy  28. 1814 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tlic  r- 
eeipl  of  your  letters  of  the  S5tli  and  27th  iasta^ 
Lieutenant  Edwards's  represeafation  is  refemc 
to  Colonel  Wadsworth,  with  orders  to  sop^f 
what  may  be  wanting  at  Fort  WatbisgM. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  La  vail  states  that  he  is  wta- 
ing  the  arrival  of  horses.  The  detadMaesr  of 
the  10th  is  in  march,  and  the  recraiuaftteXtk 
and  38th  ordered  to  join  cheir  corps.  Tkey^  I 
fear,  are  very  few. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieat  semiL 

JOHN  ARMSTRONa 

Brig.  €kn.  Winder, 

€)09uPg  iOik  AHUiary  INMrkL 


War  Departmsht,  Aug.  19,  ISli. 

Sir  :  Tour  letter  of  this  date  has  been  reccired, 
and  submitted  to  the  President.  Oa  the  two  f  nt 
subjects,  you  are  referred  to  the  NerfDeput- 
meat.  The  marines  are  ordered  is  mere.  Or- 
ders have  been  given  to  Commodore  fitraey. 

You  will  adjust,  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navjr,  what  relates  to  guard  eai  videttadavf  at 
Bsltimore. 

The  call  you  propose  making  on  volunteers  it 
approved.  It  will  be  so  worded  as  to  ^rd 
against  interfering  with  the  legal  drai^t,snd 
putting  it  in  the  election  of  the  militia  to  ialfil» 
or  not  to  fulfil,  their  public  engagmeots. 

The  calls  you  have  actually  made  are  she 
approved. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieat  servul 

JOHN  ARMSTRONa 

Brig.  Gen.  Winorr. 


War  Drpartiriit,  Amg.  19, 1814. 

Sir  :  If  the  enemy's  movements  tadicate  tf 
attack  on  this  place,  means  should  be  takes  a 
drive  off  all  horses  and  cattle,  and  remove  sUso- 
plies  of  forage,  Ac,  on  their  route ;  a  momts'^* 
not  to  be  lost  ia  doing  both.  For  this  perp' 
the  whole  of  tour  cavalry  may  be  poshed  i^^ 
neighborhood  of  the  enemy  without  dday. 

Colonel  McLean  could  be  usefully  eavf^ 
with  them.     LavaU  wOl  be  at   Moaf^^iT 
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Sourt-boase  to-day.    He  has  with  him  one  hun- 
red  and  thirty  mounted  dragoons,  under  excel- 
nt  officers. 
I  am,  Tery  respeotfully,  your  obedient  serrant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Brig.  Gen.  Windeh. 


vrrespondence  viih  the  Cfovemort  of  Penntyi' 
vtmia,  Maryland^  and  Virginia* 

Circular  to  the  Governors  of  Statss. 

Wab  Dbpartmbnt.  July  4, 1814. 

Sir  :  The  late  pacification  in  Burope  offers  to 
e  enemy  a  large  disposable  force,  both  naval 
id  military,  and  with  it  the  means  of  ^iTing  to 
e  war  here  a  character  of  new  and  increased 
tivity  and  extent. 

Without  knowing  with  certainty  that  such  will 
» its  application,  and  still  less  thst  any  partieu- 
r  point  or  points  will  become  objects  of  attack, 
e  President  has  deemed  it  advisaole,  as  a  meas- 
e  of  precaution,  to  strengthen  ourselves  on  the 


line  of  the  Atlaoiic,  and  (as  the  principal  means 
of  doing  this  will  be  found  in  the  militia)  to  in- 
vite the  Executives  of  certain  States  to  organize, 
and  hold  in  readiness,  for  immediate  service,  a 
corps  of  ninety-three  thousand  five  hundred  men, 
under  the  laws  of  the  28th  of  February,  1795, 
andl8thof  April,  1814. 

The  enclosed  detail  will  show  your  Bxcelleney 
what,  under  this  requisition,  will  be  the  quota  of 

.    As  far  aa  volunteer  uniform  companiea 

can  be  found  they  will  be  preferred. 

The  expediency  of  regarding  (as  well  in  the 
desiff nations  of  the  militia  as  of  their  places  of 
rendezvous^  the  points,  the  importance  or  expo- 
sure of  which  wul  be  most  likely  to  attract  the 
views  of  the  enemy,  need  but  be  suggested. 

A  report  of  the  organization  of  your  quota, 
when  completed,  and  of  its  place  or  places  of 
rendezvous,  will  be  acceptable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respett, 

Jour  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  hum- 
le  servant. 
His  Bxc'y  the  Govbrnob  or  — — . 
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Sbojmtart's  OrPiGV,  July  U,  1814. 
Stir:  lo  tbe  afasence  of  ibe  Governor,  I  d«Hn 
t  my  duty  to  iofbrn  yon^  that  your  commimi- 
BtioD  i^ontainiog  a  reqassitioo  for  a  detaeliinent 
r  foorteen  thouaaiid  PenasyWaiiia  militia  came 
» liie  oi&ee  this  morning,  and  .was  immediiaiely 
drwarded  hy  express  to  the  Gorernor,  at  Selin's 
rore.  Be  assured  the  fe^oisition  wiU  be  met 
ith  all  the  promptness  the  circumstances  possi- 
y  will  permit 

With  nigh  considerations  of  reepeet;  Iaa«sir, 
)ur  obedisat  serrant, 

§l,B.  BOILEAU,  Secretary. 
J.  ABM8'KaaHQ^£f^,  Se^xof  War, 


SsonaTAar'^  Om^s,  July  25, 1814. 
Sta:  The  Gorernor  :has  directed  me  lo  enclose 
you  copies  of  general  ^orders  issued  by  him  io 
mpliance  with  a  late  requisition  for  a  military 
rce  from  Pennsylvania,  by  the  President,  com- 
unicated  by  yours  under  date  of  the  4th  insllant. 
a  has  noi^  as  you  will  perceive,  designated  places 
rendezvous.  He  thmks  it  will  be  in  time  to  do 
in  subsequent  orden,  which  must  be  issued  be- 
re  the  troops  can  march.  Tbe  threatened  point 
attack  by  the  enemy  will,  it  is  probable,  then 
better  ascertained,  and  a  oiore  prudent  seleo- 
m  of  place  can  be  made.  Tbe  repeal  of  our 
ilitia  law  of  1807,  and  its  seveial  supplements, 
the  1st  of  August  aext;  the  disaaAliUing  of 
militia  commissions  on  that  day.  by  a  new  law 
the  last  session,,  jgrranted  under  the  old  kw,«x- 
pt  the  commissions  of  such  officers  as  may 
m  be  in  actual  service ;  the  orderiog  by  the 
w  law  ;  the  holdiag  of  elections  of  officers  by 
i  militia,  after  the  said  1st  of  August;  the  m>- 
e  of  election ;  Tieturns  to  be  made ;  and  the  pro- 
cting  to  the  4th  Monday  of  October  next,  the 
iBstfiaalion  of  .the  mililia ;  causes  an  almost 
al  disorganization  of  our  militia  system,  be- 
een  the  Ist  of  Auffust  and  the  4th  of  October, 
d  presents  difficulties,  in  yielding  perfect  com- 
ance  with  the  requisition  of  the  President,  in- 
rmountaUe.  -It  is  Jiigped,  J»owever,  that  the 
tnotism  of  the  people  will  obviate  the  diffi- 
ltv,bfa  vduotary  tender  of  services,  which 
f  Governor  has  invited,  grawiag  out  of  the  un- 
soaatable  oversight  of  the  Legislature.  It  is 
ongly  doubted  ^whetherany  orders  ean  be  en- 
oed  under  thepvesent  elate  «f  (blags. 
The  requifiiien  refers  to  thereto?  CottgPiss, 
wed  36th  February,  1795,  under  ^bich  miiista 
1  be  held  in  sewiee  three-meirlbs  only ;  aad^o 
( law  of  J814,  which  autberiaed  the  PresideBt 
keep  them  six  months  in  serviee.  The  law  of 
aasylvania,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  its 
gislature,  requires  the  Governor  to  mention,  in 
leral  orden,  the  period  for  which  any  militm 
lered  into  service  is  to  remain  on  duty,  ft  is 
lirable.  therefore,  to  know  ivhether  the  requi- 
on  is  intended  for  three  or  six  monUis'  service, 
e  offices  of  Deputy  Q^uartermaster  General, 
1  Assistants,  and  Assistant  Adjutant  Generals, 
I  not  recognised  by  our  State  laws, 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  eneloeing  to  you^ 


copy  of  the  militia  law  of  this  State,  passed  ai 
the  last  session  of  the  Legislaiure,  from  a  perusal 
of  which  yon  will  perceive  tbe  difficulties  under 
which  the  Executive  at  present  labors,  in  attempt- 
ing to  coinply  with  the  requisition. 

with  high  considerations  of  respect,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant. 

N.  B.  BOILEAU,  Secretary. 
J.  AaaisTaoito,  Esq.,  Secr^y  of  War. 

Sechjbtabv's  Opficjb,  A$ig.  27, 1814. 

Sia :  lam  direoied  by  ihe  Governor  to  enclose 
to  you  a  copy  of  general  orders,  issued  yesterday. 
The  letter  of  General  Winder,  coatainiag  the 
requisition,  under  date  of  the  18th  instant,  was 
not  received  until  theeveniogof  the  twenty-iihird* 
The  deranged  sute  of  our  militia  system  pre- 
vented a  more  prompt  compliance  with  ihe  de- 
mand. To  obviate  as  far  as  practieabfe  the  in- 
convenience of  delay,  the  Governor  has  direeled 
the  flank  and  voloiMeer  companies  to  push  on  as 
rapidly  as  poseibk,  without  any  regard  to  the 
time  fixed  on  for  the  gf  naral  nnideavaos  of  the 
ordinary  draughts.  The  commanding  officers  of 
the  companies  or  detachments  are  instructed  to 
report  themselves,  and  the  number  of  their  men, 
to  General  Winder,  as  the  officer  who  may  have 
command  of  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  io  the  10th  military  district. 

The  tents,  camp  equipage,  as  well  as  arms 
and  acequtremeots,  beboging  to  the  State,  being 
insufficient  to  accommodate  the  troops  called  into 
service,  the  Governor  relies  on  the  deficiency  be- 
ing supplied  by  the  United  States  as  promptly  as 
practicable,  to  render  the  men  comfortable  and 
efficient. 

Wieh  high  respect  and  esteem,  sir  your  obedi* 
ent  servant, 

N.  B.  BOILEAU,  Seer^ary. 

J.  ABMaraoRa,  Esq.  Sei^ry  of  War. 


Ami  AFOLta,  /a/y  99, 1814. 

Sia:  In  conformttv  tathe  request  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  signified  in  your  com- 
munication of  the  4th  instant,  a  detachment  of 
five  thousand  four  hundred  infiintry,and  six  hun- 
dred artillery,  was  directed  to  be  organized  and 
held  in  readiness  to  march  at  the  shortest  notice, 
and  in  consequence  of  General  Winder  having, 
by  direetion  of  the  President,  requested  three  thou- 
sand of  the  draughts  of  the  militia  of  this  State 
may  be  called  into  the  field,  and  in  order  to  com- 
plv  as  ftiUy  as  practicable  with  the  request,  the 
whole  of  the  draughts  of  the  militia  from  the 
Western  Shore,  being  about  three  thousand  five 
hundred  infantry,  have  been  ordered  to  be  em- 
bodied. Tou  wul  observe  by  the  map  and  line 
drawn  from  Washington  to  Baltimore  (not  far 
east  of  which  I  presume  these  men  will  be  en- 
camped) will  have  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
the  militia  between  that  line  and  the  bay  shore; 
and  consequently,  I  presume  the  draughts  from 
this  section  of  the  country  would  notM  drawn 
back  from  that  part  most  exposed.    Baltimore,  I 
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fttr,  will  be  uowilliog  that  any  part  of  chait  force 
from  which  they  eipeeted  to  derive  aid,  should 
be  -withdrawn  from  them.  Under  these  eircom- 
stancesi  it  was  thought  most  prudent  to  order  the 
whole.  They  have  beea  directed  to  be  embodied 
in  their  several  brigade  districts,  and  move  on 
the  shortest  route  to  Biadensburg,  where,  I  pre- 
sume, on  the  receipt  of  this  information,  arrange- 
ments will  be  made  (under  your  directions)  for 
their  accommodation.  What  number  will  arrive 
there  in  any  given  time.  I  am  not  yet  advised  of. 
The  whole  artiUerv  of  tne  State  does  not  amount 
to  more  than  nine  nandred ;  and  more  thsn  two- 
thirds  of  that  number  are  in  Baltimore ;  conse- 
quently the  proportion  from  thence  would  be 
more  tnan  four  hundred.  So  great  a  proportion, 
or  anything  like  it,  beinff  taken  from  what  is  their 
most  efficient  force,  would  create  great  uneasiness. 
The  order,  therefore,  with  respect  to  them,  is  sus- 
pended, until  General  Smith  can  have  some  com- 
munication with  you. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  yours,  dkc. 

LEVIN  WINDER. 

Hon.  SaoBBTART  OP  War. 


Adjittant  Qensral's  Officb, 
Richmond,  July  14, 1814. 

Sir  :  Tour  requisition  on  the  militia  of  this 
State,  bearing  date  the  4th  instant,  has  been  re- 
ceived. 

Apprehending  that  the  object  of  this  measure  is 
to  have  in  readiness  a  provisional  force  to  repel 
a  sudden  invasion.  I  have  enclosed  the  general 
orders  from  this  department,  of  the  22d  ultimo, 
placing  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  such  an  event 
upwards  of  fifteen  thousand  men.  They  are  not 
organized,  other  than  on  the  plan  of  the  militia 
generally ;  but  you  will  perceive  that  the  points 
of  rendezvous  are  designated.  In  addition  to  this 
force,  the  8th,  and  a  greater  part  of  the  9ih  brig- 
ade, (amounting  to  seven  thousand,  and  all  con- 
venient 4o  Norfolk.)  are  placed  in  the  same  sttua- 
tioo;  and  directed  to  co-operate  with  Oeneral  Por- 
ter m  resisting  an  attack  on  Norfolk. 

Arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  will  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  whole.  Should  these  arrangements 
meet  your  views,  it  will  be 'necessary  to  make  a 
detail  on  all  the  regiments  in  the  State  for  the 
twelve  thousand  called  for;  unless  it  is  desirable 
that  this  number  he  set  apart  to  perform  a  r«[alar 
tour  of  duty.  But,  as  the  troops  now  in  readiness 
are  adequate  to  the  emergency  contemplated,  and 
the  requisitions  for  those  that  are  to  perform  reg- 
ular dutjr  will  be  made  in  future  in  time  for  every 
preparation  to  be  made,  it  is  believed  that  the  ob- 
ject of  your  requisition  has  been  anticipated.  If 
this  is  the  fact,  his  Excellency  the  Qovernor  is 
desirous  that  the  regiments  now  held  in  requisi* 
tion,  and  subject  to  be  called  out  en  moMe,  be 
considered  by  you  as  a  provisional  force  only,  and 
not  subject  to  perform  service  beyond  the  contin- 
uance of  the  emergency  which  may  call  them  into 
the  field. 

As  concert  in  the  measures  of  the  General  and 
State  Qovernmeots  is  all  important,  permit  ukp 


earnestly  to  policit  yoar  earliest  tttcotioa  to  tkii 
subject.  In  the  meantime,  amogenrab  viO  ^ 
made  to  take  our  quota  from  the  niiii,  gaer- 
ally,  as  that  measure  cannot  hemkiuk 
existing  circumstances,  unless  thefaree  nqM 
be  provisional.  Rest  assured,  sir,  ibt  mxi/og 
will  be  wanting  on  the  part  of  this  Sue  to  eo- 
operate  eordiallyand  effectosllf  vit^tkOea- 
eral  Governmeat. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reipectfsliTjnr 
obedient  servant, 

CLAIBORNE  W.GOOCa 
Deputy  A^^uUat  Gaed. 

'    J.  Arm0TRO1io,  Esq.,  Su^  of  War, 


War  Dbpabtmert,  Mf  18,  M 

Sib  :  A  letter  of  the  14th  iastant,  from  D? 
nty  Adjutant  Oeneral  Gooch,  cDcIosiog  tcj;^ 
of  your  general  orders  of  the  22d  ahilDO,lDj!^ 
questing  to  know  whether  ibe  eorps  pot  i^c 
requisition  by  these  orders  woalH  not  sopplj^ 
call  of  the  4th  instant,  made  throogii  tbis  Df 
partment  on  the  Suieof  Virgioii,  li»l«iij 
ceived  and  submitted  to  the  Presideot.  hm 
thereto,  I  am  instructed  to  state,  ihit,iB»8W 
as  the  service  of  the  miiilit  rtqnMhjmji' 
cellency  is  declared  to  be  pro?isioBiiliDiw,ffl 
point  of  time,  to  the  emergency  tbataMfcfti, 
and.  in  point  of  place,  to  the  Sute  of  W 
and  not  subjected  toihedirectiofloruoBeff<» 
the  United  States,  it  caonot  becoD»dew(»t3l 
fiilinar  the  views  of  the  Presideot. 

Permit  me  to  take  this  occasion  to  sttie  to !»" 

Excellency  that  two  thousand  of tke'l'f*^ 
Virginia  will  be  put  at  the  disposition ofGetiflti 
Winder,  as  eommandiog  officer  of  tisOstrtfL 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  yoarExcell«cf5i«« 
obedient  servant.  ^.nnv/i 

His  Exc»y  the  GovBRaotofT/KWW- 

No.  7. 
Ikirrative  <f  4iened  Vwiff- 

0'NBAi.B'«,Sqitoriiff^^^J\ 

Sib;  The  readiest  modeinwliiehI«><^ 
the  inquiries  which  you  hare  u^K^^^r:^ 
the  committee  of  which  joaare  ike  eh^ 
will  be  to  give  a  narrative  of  ^H^fZ 
manderofthe  10th  miliury  district,  «<»"j 
company  it  with  the  correswadwee '■ 
have  had,  by  letter,  with  theCha«5"»  Z 
Qoveraments,  and  their  respectirc  oBieeri, 
in  that  command.  ,        ,  u^ 

Within  the  few  last  dafsof  JM«."»^Ti 
it  was  known  that  my  exehaage  **>  r^l^ 
though  intelligence  to  that  e^^^^l 
ejpSted,  I  waTTt  the  Citv  ofWMh.«r*  J 
the  Secretary  of  War  loformed oe  ^^\ 
in  contemplation  to  create  another  ram. 
tricl,  to  embrace  the  conairr  f^J  "*ry* 
bannock  northward,  to  inelade  the  SMt^Z 
land,  and  that  the  Presideot  ioteadedtoio 
with  the  QomAumd  of  it. 
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Oa  my  return  U>  Bakimore  I  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  copies  of  the  letters  herewith 
ransmitted,  marked  "  1  A,''  ''  2  A." 

About  the  4th  or  5th  of  JUilv,  I  received  a  letter, 
I  copy  of  which,  marked  1  B,  accompanies  this, 
rhich  enclosed  an  order  constituting  the  10th 
lilitary  district,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed  to 
be  letter  above  referred  to. 

In  obedience  to  the  requisition  of  the  letter,  I 
amediately  went  to  Washington*  and  waited 
1  the  Secretary  of  War.  He  stated  to  me  that, 
I  addition  to  the  garrisons  of  the  several  forts 
ithin  mv  district,  and  the  detachments  of  the 
>th  and  38th  infantry,  then  at  Benedict,  it  was 
mtemplated  to  order  a  detachment  of  cavalry, 
len  at  Carlisle,  under  orders  to  be  mounted, 
Qotmting  to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  a  com- 
my  of  the  12th,  and  from  one  or  two  companies 

the  10th  regular  infantry,  which  would  be  or« 
sred  to  be  colleated  from  their  several  reeruitii^ 
ndezvous  and  to  march  to  the  City  of  Washing- 
n,  and  that  the  whole  regular  force,  thus  to  be 
illected,  miffht  amount  to  one  thousand  or  twelve 
mdred,  and  that  the  balance  of  my  command 
ould  be  composed  of  militia.  That  a  requisi- 
m  was  about  to  be  made  upou  certain  States 
r  upwards  of  ninety  thousand  militia,  intended 
r  the  defence  of  the  maritime  frontier  of  the 
untry,  and  showed  me  a  blank  circular  which 
d  been  printed  but  not  filled  up,  nor  sent  to  the 
mective  (Governors  of  the  Slates. 
1  took  the  liberty  of  suggesting  to  the  Secretary 

War^  at  that  time,  my  idea  of  the  propriety  of 
Ilioff  immediately  into  the  field  at  least  a  por- 
Q  of  the  militia  intended  for  my  district,  and 
samping  them  in  the  best  positions  for  protect- 
r  the  probable  points  at  which  the  enemy  would 
ike  ifhe  should  inyade  the  district  of  my  com- 
tad.  The  Secretary  was  of  opinion  that  the 
>st  advantageous  mode  of  usii^  militia  was 
oa  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  and  to  bring  them 
fi^ht  as  soon  as  called  out,  I  returned  within 
lay  or  two  to  Baltimore,  to  prepare  myself 
visiting  the  di£ferent  parts  of  mv  district. 
i  to  explore  it  generally,  and  particularly  those 
'ts  of  it  which  might  be  considered  as  the  ap- 
lachea  to  the  three  principal  points  of  it,  pi>  yffii : 
ashingtoD,  Baltimore,  and  Aanapolis. 
Vly  impressions  of  the  necessity  of  having  a 
pectable  force  immediately  called  into  the  field 
re  strengthened  instead  ot  diminished  by  sub- 
uent  reflection,  and  I,  in  consequence,  on  the 

of  July,  addressed  the  letter  to  the  Secretary 
War,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  sent,  marked 

Agreeably  to  the  suggestion  contained  in  that 
eif  I  proceeded  to  Annapolis  to  visit  the  mill- 
jf  posts  there,  and  to  be  ready  on  the  spot,  when 
Oovernor  should  receive  the  requisition,  and 
self  auch  instructions  as  might  be  thought 
per  to  be  given  me.  to  take  the  most  immedi- 
steps  to  accompUsn  them. 
;'iie  Governor  received  the  requisition,  and 
oediately  issued  the  necessary  orders  to  have 
quota  required  draughted. 
^n  the  12th  July,  the  Secretary  addressed  me 
13th  Cost.  Sd  &sss. — 51 


a  letter,  (the  copy  of  which  is  herewith  marked 
2  B,)  but  which,  being  directed  to  Baltimore,  did 
not  reach  me  until  after  I  bad  been  to  Upper 
Marlborouflh  and  again  returned  to  Annapolis, 
where  it  fcnlowed  me.  1  proceeded  from  Annap- 
polis  to  Upper  Marlborough,  and  on  the  16th  ad- 
dressed two  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  of 
which  copies  are  sent,  marked  4  A,  5  A. 

The  apprehension  that  the  enemy  would  pro- 
ceed up  the  Patuzent  and  attack  the  flotilla  at 
Nottingham,  in  consequence  of  the  reinforcement 
he  had  just  received,  fining  strength,  I  proceeded 
immediately  to  Nottingham,  instead  of  going  to 
the  Woodyard,  as  1  intended.  During  the  16th 
we  received  no  information  of  a  movemmt  of  the 
eneiny  up  the  river, but  on  the  17th, about  9  o'clock, 
Mr.  Fitzhugh  arrived,  e;Kpress  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Patuxent,and  stated  that  about  twenty  barges, 
several  frigates,  and  some  small  armed  vessels, 
were  proceeding  up  the  river.  I,  in  consequence, 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  sent,  marked  6  A;  and  wrote 
a  note  to  Brigadier  General  West,  of  the  Mary- 
land militia,  advising  him  to  call  out  the  militia 
of  the  county. 

I  ordered  the  detachments  of  the  36th  and  38th 
to  hasten  from  the  head  of  South  river,  by  forced 
marches,  to  Nottiugham.  Three  companies  of 
the  city  militia  were  promptly  despatched,  in  con- 
sequence of  my  letter  of  the  17th.  But,  by  the 
time  these  latter  had  reached  the  Woodyard^  and 
the  regulars  Marlborough,  the  enemy  had  entered 
Hunting  creek,  on  the  Calvert  side  of  the  river, 
had  proceeded  to  Huntingtown,  burned  the  to- 
bacco warehouse,  after  having  taken  off  the  prin- 
pal  part  of  the  tobacco,  and  were  retiring  down 
the  river.  J  halted  the  city  regulars  at  the  Wo<n1- 
yard,  and  the  regulars  at  Marlborough. 

In  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  17th  from  Not- 
tingham, I  received  the  following  answer  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  marked  3  B.  As  soon*, 
therefore,  as  I  ascertained  that  the  enemy  ban 
retired  to  the  mouth  of  the  Patuzent,  I  proceeded 
to  Annapolis,  to  make  the  requisition  upon  the 
Qovernori  as  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War ; 
and  thence  to  Baltimore,  to  lend  my  aid  and 
power  to  draw  out  the  force  autbprized  there. 

While  at  Annapolis,  I  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  the  letter  dated  20th,  of  July,  a  copy 
of  which  is  sent,  marked  7  A.  and  at  the  same 
time  made  the  requisition  on  the  (governor,  here- 
with sent,  marked  1  C.  After  remainiiig  at  Bal- 
timore a  day,  and  leaving  orders  to  Brigadier 
General  Staosbury,  who  had  been  called  on  %o 
command  the  militia  to  be  assembled  there  rela- 
tive to  their  muster  and  inspection,  under  the 
laws  of  Congress,  1  returned  to  Marlborouffh,  to 
fix  upon  an  encampment  for  the  militia  i  had 
required  from  the  Governor,  and  to  be  more  at 
band  to  be  informed  of  the  enemy's  movements. 
From  Upper  Marlboroueh,  on  the  23d  of  July,  I 
wrote  the  Secretary  of  War  the  accompanying 
letter,  marked  8  A ;  and  then  proceeded  to  the 
Woodyard,  from  whence,  on  the  same  day,  I  wrote 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  following  letter, 
marked  9  A. 
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The  eoemy  still  remaiDing  inactive,  or  rather 
eoafiotDg  himself  to  depredations  upoD  the  lower 
parts  of  the  rivers  PaiQzent  and  Potomac,  I 
seized  the  opportanity  of  Ttstiioff  Fort  Washing- 
ton,  and  oo  the  25ih  required  from  Lieutenant 
Edwards,  the  commanding  officer,  a  representa- 
tion of  what  he  deemed  necessary  to  complete 
the  equipment  of  the  fori,  with  its  then  works, 
and  received  from  him  a  representation,  which  f 
enclosed  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on 
the  25th,  of  which  copies  are  sent,  marked  10  A. 
A  copy  of  his  answer,  marked  4  B,  is  herewith 
sent. 

Learning  that  some  of  the  enemy's  ships  were 
proceeding  up  the  Potomac,  I  proceeded  down  to 
Port  Tobacco  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  more 
precisely  his  views,  and  of  informing  myself  of 
the  country ;  and  on  the  26th  wrote  the  Secretary 
of  War  the  following  letter,  marked  11  A. 

Having  ascertained  the  next  morning  that  the 
enemy's  ships  had  descended  the  river,  I  returned 
to  Marlborough,  and  availed  myself  of  the  first 
opportunity  I  had  to  review  and  inspect  the  de- 
tachment of  the  36tb  and  38th;  and  thence  pro- 
ceeded to  Washington  City,  where  I  established 
permanent  headquarters  of  the  district,  on  the 
Ist  of  August.  I  availed  myself  of  a  day,  at  this 
time,  to  review  and  inspect  the  two  brigades  of 
District  militia,  in  Alexandria  and  this  place,  and 
reported  the  result  to  Major  General  Van  Ness, 
commanding  the  District  militia,  in  the  letter 
herewith,  marked  No.  1. 

The  people  of  St.  Mary's  and  Charles's  had 
become  extremely  sore  under  the  harassing  ser- 
vice to  which  they  had  been  subjected,  and  the 
devastation  and  plunder  which  the  enemy  had 
been  so  long  committing  on  their  shores;  and 
the  remonstrances  of  Brigadier  General  Stewart, 
commanding  the  militia  there,  under  the  State 
authority,  had  become  extremely  importunate 
with  both  the  Secretary  of  War  alnd  the  Presi- 
dent, to  receive  aid  and  protection  from  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  The  danger  of  throwing  a 
force  so  far  down  into  that  neek  of  land,  which 
exposed  them  to  the  danger  of  being  cut  off,  be- 
sides that  they  would  be  lost  for  the  defence  of 
Washington,  Baltimore,  or  Annapolis,  had  hith- 
erto prevented  me  from  pushing  any  part  of  my 
command  so  low  dow  i.  But  the  President,  in 
conversation,  told  me  that  their  situation  required 
aid,  and  directed  me  to  move  the  detachments  of 
the  96th  and  38th  down  to  unite  with,  and  aid, 
Gkneral  Stewart.  I  accordingly  ordered  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Scott  to  move  ^um  Marlborough 
to  Piscataway.  and  I  proceeded  directly  down 
myself  on  the  3d.  On  the  morning  of  the  4th  of 
August  I  wrote  the  following  letter  from  Port 
Tobacco,  marked  13  A,  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  agreeably  to  the  inteniioD  therein  expressed, 
proceeded  twelve  miles  below,  to  General  Stew- 
art's camp.  I  there  learned,  beyond  doubt,  that 
the  enemy  had  returned  down  the  river ;  and  after 
assuring  the  General  of  support,  if  they  again 
advanced  up  the  river,  I  returned  back  again  to 
the  City  of  Washington,  directing  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Scott,  commanding  the  regulars,  to  take 


up  his  encampment  at  a  very  eo&rnieit  pi«, 
two  miles  from  Piscatawaf,  oii  tiKFOid  leik 
Wood  yard  and  Marlborough. 

On  my  arrival  at  Washington  limiihiti^ 
requisition  made  upon  the  Goverogrof  Mi^luc 
for  three  thousand  men,  to  be  asmMit  Bia* 
densborg,  had  brought  to  that  phce  self  ooe 
company;  but  I  learned  tbttotberdA^Beots 
were  about  marching  to  that  place, uisndet 
that  no  delay  might  occnr  in  orsuBisf  «^ 
equipping  them,  I  ordered  Major K«pR,«f  the 
38th  regular  infantry,  to  proceed  to  B)iMr| 
to  muster,  ioapeci,  and  drill  the  detaekanuu 
they  came  in. 

I  thence  proceeded  to  Baltimort  toiseenuj 
more  precisely  the  effect  of  thenqoisitiMd 
on  Major  Smith  for  two  thoustod  from  bis d^ 
ion ;  when  arrived,  I  found  aboot  one  M 
two  hundred  only  assembled.  I  rerievtdjM 
inspected  them,  and  ga?e  Brtgidier  (M 
Stansbury  orders  to  endeavor  bf  tbenoitspee^ 
means,  to  get  in  thedeiinqoeatsaodibKBia^ 

I  had  just  learned,  by  a  letter  from  titGej^ 
ernor  of  Maryland,  and  also  from  Geflwl  m 
that,  upon  General  Smith's  appliciiiw  » * 
Secretary  of  War,  he  bad  determiiri  w' '« 
two  thousand  men,  now  called  to  Bibif:>>j 
which  had  been  detached,  aiider  i  Kq«fi«Bf 

the  Secretary  of  War,  direcdy  on  Gtm^m, 
of  the  20ih  of  April,  were  to  be  cm^.^ 
part  of  the  quota  of  MarflaodjOnder M^* 
tion  of  the  4th  of  Joly.  I  had  drawi«|»frj 
conclusion,  and  had  so  iaformed  ^^y 
ernor  and  General  Smith,  io  theTb»B^l«f , 
Annapolis  and  Baltimore,  aboot  the  30th ctio^ 
immediately  after  receiving  tiie  leiteffroo'^ 
Secretary  of  War  of  the  17th  of  Jolf,  »»"^ 
hibited.  In  order  to  supply  ibe<^«fVM"L^ 
culation  upon  this  force,  I  addi««'  '«^n 
the  13ih  of  August  to  the  ^^^^IZ^J 
which  a  copy,  marked  14  A*****  v5«w 
proceeded  the  same  or  the  foB***"?  *^  ^  J,  ol 
ington,  by  the  way  of  AiMP'*' *??,_._  j 
17tb,at  Washington,  the  dtf  ff  ^«S  J^*^ 
rival,  received  the  letter  frtKS  *J  8«rt'«^^« 
War,  of  which  a  copy,  mirlreJ5B,»«^ 

I  should  have  suted  that, two  dejit*^ 
return  to  the  City  of  WasbiDji*; "^^^^JL 
of  August,  I  received  two  letten  wn»«^ 
tary  of  War,  the  one  dated  tbel5tb,»h;/r 
17th  of  July,  which,  haviBf  been jdd^ 
me  at  Baltimore^  had  foUewed  o*  »rtfi" 
frward  from  place  to  plac«."^.T"l 
only  reached  me  at  this  ia««  Pf^'/'i  I 
them  are  herewith  sent,  markedo B»p  •    j 

I  had,  in  the  meantime,  addressed  J^\^ 
the  6th  of  August  to  the  Oo^^^^V^i 
vania,  a  copy  of  which  is  sent,  ai««eci  .^ 
upon  the  8th,  on  receiving  the  wi^  '^ 
Secretary  of  War  of  the  l6«b,  I'^^'V^ 
letter  to  the  Governor  of  Peonsyljania  ^^, 
from  haste  or  much  occupation,  I  ^^y^p/t- 
copy,  or  have  mislaid  it;  it  8«H""'!?U^ 
ever,  informed  him  of  the  oom'>«f^liE 
was  authorized  to  call  from  him,  rtq^  ^ 
to  hasten  their  draughting  and  orgaop^ 
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*  tranaiDit  a  list  of  the  officers,  from  brigadiers 
iwoy  who  woald  commaDd.  Should  this  letter 
!  deemed  material,  a  copy  can  be  obtained  from 
e  Ooreroor,  and  I  ha^e  written  to  prooare  it. 
I  addressed,  on  the  16ch,  also,  a  similar  letter 
the  Governor  of  Virginia.  On  the  16ih  or  17th 
August,  I  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State 

Pennsyluatiia  an  answer,  dated  the  11th,  of 
lich  a  copy,  marked  2  D,  is  herewith  sent;  and 
»m  the  Adjutant  General  of  Virginia,  the  an- 
er  and  enclosures  herewith  sent,  marked  E. 
On  the  morning  of  Thursday  the  18th  intelli- 
dce  was  received,  from  the  observatory  on 
int  Lookout,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  17tb, 
t  enemy's  fleet  on  that  place  had  been  rein- 
ced  by  a  formidable  squadron  of  ships  and 
iseis  of  various  sizes. 

[  immediately  made  requisitions  upon  the  Qot- 
lors  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  and  to 
rious  militia  officers,  copies  of  which  are  here- 
ih  sent,  marked  as  follows:  to  the  Governor  of 
nnsylvania,  3  D;  to  the  Governor  of  Mary- 
id,  2  C;  to  Major  General  Smith  of  Baltimore, 
P;  to  Brigadier  General  West,  of  Prince 
urge's,  Maryland,  No.  IS;  to  Major  General 
n  Ness,  No.  4;  to  Brigadier  General  Hunger- 
d,  Virginia,  No.  14;  to  Brieadier  General 
uglas  and  Colonel  Chilton,  of  Virginia,  und 
gadier  Generals  Ringgold,  Swearingen,  Bar- 
ic, and  Foreman,  of  Maryland,  No.  5.  Besides 

letters  and  correspondence  here  referred  to 
ticularly,  a  mass  of  correspondence  occurred 
h  rarious  persons  relative  to  my  command,  and 
ich.  as  far  as  I  suppose  they  can  have  any  in* 
»Dce  on  the  investigation,  are  herewith  sent. 
[*bat  with  the  Governor  of  Maryland  will  be 
nd  in  bundle  C,  and  numbered,  in  addition  to 
se  already  mentioned,  from  3  C  to  11  C,  both 
lustre.    That  with  General  Smith  in  bundle 
ind   that  with  other  persons,  not  before  re- 
ed to,  with  the  numbers  before  referred  to,  are 
ibited  from  No.  1  to  number  53,  tnelasive. 
eh  other  correspondence,  necessary  to  be  car- 
1  on,  and  whicn  occupied  much  time,  took 
ce  ;  which,  however,  is  not  sent,  as  1  deemed 
m  not  calculated  to  illustrate  the  inquiry,  and 
y  calculated  uselessly  to  encumber  and  em- 
rasa  the  inquiry.    They  will  be  furnished  if 
ught  requisite.    I  will  state  as  nearly  as  possi- 
the  forces  which  were  in  the  field  under  these 
ious  demands  and  requisitions,  the  time  of 
if  assembling,  their  condition,  and  subsequent 
rements.  The  returns  first  made  when  I  came 
\  command,  gave  me — 
t   Mc Henry,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Lrmistead,  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
ians,  and  privates,  for  duty     -        .        •  194 
Annapolis,  in  Forts  Severn  and  Madison, 
nder  Lieuienant  Fay      -        -        -        -    39 

^ort  Washington,  under  Lieutenant  Bd- 
'ards       -------49 

»  detachments  of  the  36th  and  38th,  and 
BOiall  detachment  of  artillery  under  Lieu- 
tnaot  Colonel  Scott        ...       -330 
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These  corps  received  no  addition,  but  were 
gradually  diminishing  by  the  ordinary  causes 
which  always  operate  to  this  efiect. 

The  two  thousand  Maryland  militia,  who  wera 
ordered  to  assemble  at  Baltimore,  had  been 
draughted  in  pursuance  of  a  requisition  made  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  on  General  Smith,  of  the 
20th  of  April,  and,  as  full  time  had  been  allowed 
to  make  the  draught  deliberately,  they  were,  as 
far  as  practicable,  ready  to  come  without  delay ; 
notwithstanding  Brigadier  General  Stansbury 
was  unable  to  bring  to  Bladensburg  more  than 
one  thousand  four  hundred,  including  officer^ 
and  arrived  at  Bladensburg  on  the  evening  of 
the  22d  of  August. 

From  General  Strieker's  brigade  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  which  had  been  c^led  out  en  moBse^ 
I  required  a  regiment  of  infantry,  the  battalioa 
of  riflemen,  and  two  companies  of  artillery— not 
deeming  it  practicable  to  reconcile  the  people  of 
Baltimore  to  march  a  greater  number,  and  leave 
it  without  any  force,  and  being  strongly  per* 
suaded  that  the  exigency  would  have  drawn  in 
time  a  greater  force  from  the  adjacent  country. 
The  detachment  from  Strieker's  brigade,  under 
Colonel  Sterret,  arrived  at  Bladensburg  in  the 
night  of  the  33d  of  August,  and  the  total  amount 
was  nine  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

The  detachment  which  had  been  stationed  at 
Annapolis,  under  Colonel  Hood,  and  which  had 
been  at  the  moment  transferred  by  the  Governor 
of  Maryland  to  ray  command,  arrived  at  the 
bridge  at  Bladensburg  about  fifteen  minutes  be- 
fore the  enemy  appeared,  and  I  suppose  was  six 
to  seven  hundred  strong.  I  have  never  bad  any 
return  of  It. 

The  brigade  of  General  Smith,  consisting  of 
the  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia  on  this 
side  the  Potomac,  were  called  out  on  Thursday, 
the  18th  of  August;  on  Friday  were  assembled, 
and  on  Saturday,  tbeSOtb,  tliey  crossed  the  East* 
em  Braneb  bridgei  and  advanced  aboiit  five  milei 
towards  the  Woodyard.  They  amounted,  I  sup- 
pose, to  about  twelve  hundred;  a  return  was 
never  had  before  they  separated  from  my  com* 
mand,  as  there  was  not  an  interval  of  sufficient 
rest  to  have  obtained  one. 

General  Young's  brigade,  from  Alexandria, 
between  five  and  six  hundred  strong,  crossed  the 
Potomac,  Saturday  or  Sunday,  the  19th  or  20th, 
and  took  post  near  Piscataway. 

The  call  for  three  thousand  militia,  under  the 
requisition  of  the  4th  July,  had  produced  only 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men  at  the  moment  the 
enemy  landed  at  Benedict.  In  addition  to  the 
causes  herein  beforementioned,  the  inefflcacy  of 
this  call  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  incredulity  of 
the  people  on  the  (ganger  of  invasion ;  the  per- 
plexed, broken,  and  harassed  state  of  the  militia 
in  St.  Mary'8,  Calvert,  Charles,  Prince  George's, 
and  a  part  of  Ann  Arundel  counties,  which  had 
rendered  it  impossible  to  make  the  draught  in 
some  of  them,  or  to  call  them  from  those  ex- 
posed situations  where  thev  had  been  on  dutv 
two  months,  under  the  local  calls  for  Maryland*  . 

Sevieral  other  small  detacbmeats  of  Maryland 
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nililiftp  either  as  Tolonteers,  or  ander  the  etUs  on 
the  brigadien,  joioed  ebout  the  day  before  the 
action,  whoie  numbers  or  commanding  officers  I 
did  not  know,  Thev  siaf  hare  amounted  to 
some  four  or  fire  handred. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Tilffhniun,of  the  Maryland 
caYalry,  under  an  order  otthe  Governor  of  Mary- 
land, with  about  eighty  dragoons,  arrived  at  the 
City  of  Washington  on  the  16th  of  August,  on 
his  way  to  join  General  Stewart,  in  the  lower 
part  of  Charles  or  St.  Mary's  county. 

Under  the  permission  I  just  then  reeeired,  to 
accept  all  the  militia  then  in  the  field,  under  the 
State  of  Maryland,  I  informed  Colonel  Tilgh* 
man  that  I  bad  no  doubt  of  the  Goreraor's  sanc- 
tion, for  which  I  had  applied,  and  recommended 
him  to  halt  here..  He  agreed  not  only  to  this, 
but,  by  the  consent  of  General  Stewart,  who  hap- 
pened then  to  be  in  the  city,  sick,  agreed  to  take 
my  orders. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Larall,  of  the  United 
States'  Light  Dragoons,  with  a  small  squadron  of 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty^  who  had  beeii 
mounted  at  Carlisle  the  preceoing  Monday,  ar- 
rived at  Montffomery  Courthouse  on  the  evening 
of  the  19th  of  August,  reported  himself  to  the 
War  Office,  and  received  orders  to  report  to  me 
He  moved  on  the  next  morning  and  crossed  the 
Eastern  Branch. 

Captain  Morgan,  with  a  company  of  about 
eighty  of  the  12tn  United  States'  infantrv,  joined 
at  the  Long  Old  Fields  on  the  evening  ot  the  22d. 

Colonel  Minor^  from  Virginia,  arrived  at  the 
city  on  the  evenmg  of  the  23d,  with  about  five 
hundred  men,  wholly  unarmed  and  without  equip- 
ments. Under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Carbery, 
who  had  been  charged  with  this  subject,  they 
received  arms,  ammunition,  dbc  next  morning, 
but  not  until  after  the  action  at  Bladensburg. 

No  part  of  the  10th  had  yet  arrived. 

There  had  been  no  Adjutant  or  Inspector  Gen- 
eral attached  to  my  command  from  its  com- 
mencement Major  Hite,  AssisUnt  Adjutant 
General,  joined  me,  on  the  16th  of  August,  at 
Washington,  and  Major  Smith,  Assistant  In- 
spector General,  on  the  19th. 

This  was  the  situation,  condition,  and  amount 
of  my  force  and  command. 

It  will  be  observed  that  this  detail  is  continued 
up  to  the  moment  of  the  battle  of  Bladensburg; 
but,  as  the  time  at  which  the  different  corps  re* 
spectively  joioed  is  stated,  it  will  be  readily  seen 
what  troops  were  concerned  in  the  different 
movemenu  which  will  now  be  detailed. 

The  innumerably  multiplied  orders,  letten, 
consultations,  and  demands,  which  crowded  upon 
me  at  the  moment  of  such  an  alarm,  can  more 
easily  be  conceived  than  described,  and  occupied 
me  nearlv  day  and  night,  from  Thursday,  the 
18th  of  August,  till  Sunday,  the  21st,  and  had 
nearly  broken  down  myself  and  assistants  in  pre* 
paring,  dispensing,  and  attending  to  them. 

On  Thursdav  eteniog,  Colonel  Monroe  pro- 
posed, if  I  would  deuch  a  troop  of  cavalry  with 
him,  to  proceed  in  the  most  probable  direction  to 
find  the  enemy  and  reconnoiue  him.    Captain 


Thornton's  troop,  from  AlezftDdtii,iistey 
on  this  service,  and,  on  Fridsrmonia^iiKGd 
onel  departed  with  them.  At  tb&sdtit 
supposed  the  enemv  intended  op  ik  k/, »  • 
of  his  ships  was  already  ia  vievfHiaap 
lis,  and  his  boau  were  sooodiof  Mm  h 
was  Colonel  Monroe's  inteBUoiictapro> 
ceedcd  direct  to  Annapolis;  bat^lciRieUii 
got  without  the  city,  he  received  ioteipBik 
the  enemy  had  proceeded  op  the  Piimiai 
were  debarking  at  Benedict  He,  ihcrtiiib: 
his  course  to  that  i^ce.  By  hii  int  «b.9i 
Saturday,  which  reached  the  Pretid(iiiks& 
ing,  he  was  unable  to  give  lajr  preoK  ii(£} 
f^ence,  except  that  the  enemfwereitBesai 
in  force. 

Oa  Saturday,  Lientenaiit  Coloofl  Ti^ibt 
with  his  squadron  of  dragooss,  vis  despiics 
by  way  of  the  Woodysrd  toftUdomBpoii 
enemy,  to  annov.  harass,  and  impede  tkdf as 
by  every  possible  means,  to  lemofeffk; 
forage  and  provision  from  befereiheerars 
gain  intelligence.  Captain  CaldvelLvii^B 
troop  of  city  cavalry,  was  despaieWwii* 
same  views  towards  BeaedictfbjPueO''^' 
being  wholly  uncertain  whtt  route  wm! 
would  take,  if  it  was  bis  ioteoiioi » Q«  << 
Washington. 

On  Sunday,  I  crossed  the  EaatenBnxL« 
joined  Brigadier  General  Saiilh,iiikW8( 
yard,  where  Lieutenant  Colonel  Seoti,r:a;E 
36th  and  38th,  and  lieutenant  Colonel  Iok 
with  the  militia  from  Bladettsboif,lii^>^» 
by  previous  orders.  On  the  raid  w  Jf*** 
yard,  I  received  a  letter  fromColooelMs^a 
which  a  copy  is  seat  marked  — 'M.^z. 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening.  1  neeired  >oi^ 
letter  from  him,  of  which  a  copf  tf  «^«»* 

;  and,  in  a  very  short  time  il»>  •'"^^ 

himself,  and,  immediate!/  sfier. »«  f  * 
who  had  seen  a  body  of  thcfltfr«»^.* 
estimated  at  four  thousand,  (fjj«^  «5«"^ 
he-  had  seen  the  whole)  eaitf  ^^^J^ 
Sunday  evening.  Colonel  J^*^"r5nJ 
eihausted,  retired  to  rest.  1 1»«  ^jZ 
on  account  of  his  experience,  •«'«",';j^ 
and  join  Colonel  Hood  on  k»  ""^T^ 
napoIis,and  take  command  oftbe «v 
I  occupied  the  night  in  writing  le(t«s»^^ 
to  various  officers  and  persons,  and, »"' 


ordered  a  light  deUchmentfioni(^ 
brigade,  under  Major  Peter,  \ht  rePjB 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott,  and  Un^«" 


brigade,  under  Major  Peter,  \ht  tt((^ 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott,  and  Uwr«« 
to  proceed  immediately  towards  mm^ 

meet  the  enemy.  .     .^  gd 

I  proceeded  immediately  m  ^^/^ 
accompanied  by  Colonel MpnroeM^i »ia 
men  of  my  suff".    I  had  learned  tW 
Tilghman  with  his  cavalrr  on  the  wr^ 
the  enemy  had  fallen  hack  upon  M«'" 
the  evening  before,  and  had  duriDg  % 
sent  him  an  order  to  proceed  OPJ"  ""'U 
Marlborough  to  Nottingham, ««  "^"  L 
ChapeL    Having  got  consideiablf  «  ^^ 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott's  and  M^| 
detachments,  and  also  to  obtain  in«-' 
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ted  at  Mr.  Oden's,  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
ction  of  the  roads  from  Marlboroof^  and  the 
)odyard  to  Nottingham,  directing  LaTall  to  gain 
Marlboroogfa  road,  pbst  himself  at  the  Chapel, 
!  push  forward  patrols  upon  all  the  roads  to- 
'ds  Nottingham.    In  less  than  half  an  hour, 

before  the  detachments  of  Scott  and  Peter 

come  up)  intelligence  waa  brought  that  the 
my  was  moTiog  from  Nottingham  in  force  to- 
ds the  Chapel.  I  immediately  proceeded,  with 
gentlemen  who  were  with  me,  to  gain  an  ob« 
nation  of  the  enemy,  and  came  within  riew  of 
enemy's  adrance  aooot  two  miles  below  the 
I  pel.  The  obsenratton  was  continued  until 
enemy  reached  the  Chapel,  and  Scott  and  Pe- 
being  then  near  two  miles  distant  from  that 
It,  and  it  being  therefore  impossible  for  them 
reach  the  junction  of  the  Marlborough  and 
K>dyard  road  before  the  enemy,  I  sent  orders 
them  to  post  themselves  in  the  most  adran- 
eous  position,  and  wait  for  me  with  the  body 
the  cavalry.  I  turned  into  the  road  to  the 
)odyard  and  detached  a  small  party  under  Ad- 
int  General  Hite  on  the  Marlborough  road  to 
tch  the  enemy's  movements  on  that  road  and 
e  ID  formation.  Upon  arriving  at  Oden's,  him* 
'  or  some  other  person  of  the  neighborhood 
om  I  knew,  and  on  whom  I  could  rely,  in* 
ned  me  that  there  was  a  more  direct  road,  but 

so  much  frequented,  leading  from  Notting- 
Q  to  the  Woodyard,and  joining  that  on  which 
len  was,  two  miles  nearer  to  the  Woodyard. 
L  doubt  at  that  time  was  not  entertained  by 
rbody  of  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  proceed 
>ct  to  Washington,  and  the  advantage  of  divid« 

their  force  and  proceeding  on  two  roads  mn* 
s  so  near  each  other  to  the  same  point  was  so 
loos,  that  I  gave  orders  to  Scott  and  Peter  to 
ire,  and  occupy  the  first  eligible  position  b^ 
sen  the  junction  of  that  road  and  the  one  we 
re  on  and  the  Woodyard ;  despatched  a  patrol 
:avalry  to  observe  that  road,  and  give  the  ear* 
(t  notice  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy  upon  it. 
till  continued  the  observation  of  the  enemy 
'self,  and  he  turned  a  part  of  his  colnmn  into 
!  road  to  the  Woodyard,  and  penetrated  a  skirt 
wood  which  hid  the  junction  of  the  Marlbo- 
igh  and  Woodyard  road  from  view,  and  there 
[ted  it  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Oden's 
use.  I  hesitated  for  some  time  whether  to 
ribnte  his  delay  to  a  view  which  he  may  have 
1  of  Acott's  and  Peter'is  detachment,  or  to  a 
(ign  to  conceal  his  movement  towards  Marlbo- 
igh,  the  road  to  that  place  being  concealed  by 
»ods  from  any  point  oi  observation  which  could 
gained. 

It  appeared  afkerwards  that  his  whole  force 
Ited  here  for  an  hour  or  upwards,  and  thus  con- 
ued  in  an  uncertainty  as  to  hi^  intended  route, 
lad  in  the  meantime  rode  back  and  assisted 
ter  and  Scott  to  post  their  detachments  in  a 
rorable  position,  from  whence  I  entertained  a 
pe  to  have  given  the  enemy  a  serioos  check, 
thout  much  risk  to  this  deuchment.  Orders 
d  been  previously  sent  to  General  Smith  to  post 
t  whole  detachment  in  conjunction  with  Goo^- 


modoie  Baney,  who  had  by  this  time  joinad  htm 
from  Marlborough,  with  about  four  hundred  sail* 
ors  and  marines^  and  had  taken  also  conraiand  of 
the  marines,  under  Captain  Miller,  who  had  ar- 
rived from  the  city  the  night  before.  I  presumed, 
from  the  appearance  of  his  force.  It  was  about 
one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  twenty.  Aa 
soon  as  I  had  satisfied  myself  as  to  the  positioa 
and  disposition  of  Scott's  and  Peter's  detachments, 
I  advanced  again  towards  the  enemy  to  ascertain 
h»  situation  aad  intentions.  It  had  now  become 
certain  that  he  had  taken  the  road  to  Marlbo- 
rough ;  and  Colonel  Monroe  crossed  over  to  that 
place,  to  join  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tilghman,  and 
observe  his  movements. 

I  sent  an  order  iqiinediately  to  Scott  and  Pater, 
to  retire  back  to  General  Smith,  and  the  latter  to 
take  post  at  the  points  where  the  roads  from 
Washington  Citv  and  the  Woodyard,  to  Marlbo- 
rough, unite.  This  order  was  incorrectly  deliv- 
ered, or  misunderstood,  and  he  took  post,  instead 
at  the  point  where  the  roads  from  the  Woodyard 
and  Marlborough,  to  the  City  of  Washington, 
unite.  The  mistake,  however,  produced  no  in- 
convenience, but,  on  the  contrary,  was  perhana 
better  than  the  position  to  which  I  had  diraetea; 
becanse  it  threw  my  forces  mere  between  Marl- 
borough and  Bladensburg,  and  also  in  command 
of  the  road  by  which  the  enemy  did  finally  ad- 
vance, which  the  other  position  would  not  have 
done.  Its  inconvenience  was,  that  it  left  onea 
the  road  to  Fort  Washington,  and  rendered  d«ii«- 
eral  Young's  junction,  if  it  should  become  proper 
to  advance  him,  hasardoos  on  the  road.  It  fur- 
ther became  necessary  to  retire  still  further  baek^ 
and  the  only  position  where  the  troops  could  be 
tolerably  accommodated,  or  posted  to  advantage, 
was  at  Donlap's,  or,  as  it  is  generally  oalle^^Ow 
Long,  or  the  Battalion  Old  Fields. 

General  Smith  was  therefore  ordered  to  latire 
to  that  point,  with  the  whole  of  the  troops^  ex- 
cept the  cavalrv.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tilghmaa 
and  Captain  Herbert  were  ehaiged  with  hover- 
inff  upon  the  enemy  on  all  the  roads  leading  from 
Bladensburg,  from  the  North,  and  from  Annapo- 
lis to  Marlborough.  With  Lavall's  cavalry,  I 
advanced  to  the  nearest  and  most  convenieat 
positions  between  the  Woodyard  and  Marlbo- 
rongh,  and  found  the  enemy  quietly  halted  at 
Marlborough.  Tilghmaa's  cavalry  picked  up 
up  one  or  two  prisoners,  who  had  stri^led  be- 
yond the  enemy's  pickets,  and  my  examinatioa 
of  them  confirmed  me  that  the  eaemr  did  not 
contemplate  leaving  Marlborough  that  day. 

After  remaining  near  Marlborough,  in  obeer- 
vation,  till  towards  the  latter  part  of  the  afkei^ 
noon,  I  returned  to  General  Smith,  where  I  i|r- 
rived  towards  the  close  of  the  day.  About  dark 
I  learned  that  the  President  and  Heads  of  De- 
partments had  arrived-at  a  house  about  a  mile  in 
the  rear  of  the  camp.     I  detached  a  captain's 

Sird  to  his  quarters ;  advanced  the  cavalry  of 
fall  on  the  roads  towards  Marlborough,  with 
orders  to  patrol  as  elose  upon  theenemy  as  posdUe 
during  the  course  of  the  night ;  and  after  having 
waded  through  the  infinite  applications,  eonaalta- 
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tions,  and  eallt,  necessarily  arising  froaa  a  body  of 
two  thousand  fire  hondred  men,  not  three  days 
from  their  homes,  without  organizi^tion,  or  any 
practical  knowledge  of  serrice  on  the  part  of  their 
officers,  and  beiuff  obliged  to  listen  to  the  officious 
but  well  intended  information  and  advice  of  the 
crowd,  who,  at  such  a  time,  would  be  full  of  both^ 
I  lay  down  to  snatch  a  moment  of  rest. 

A  causeless  alarm  from  one  of  the  sentinels 
placed  the  whole  force  under  arms  about  three 
o^lock  in  the  morning.  A  short  time  after  sun- 
rise, I  rode  orer  to  the  quarters  of  the  President, 
to  inform  him  and  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the 
atate  of  things.  Upon  my  return,  rumors  pre- 
Taiied  thit  the  enemy  had  taken  the  road  to 
Clueen  Ann,  which  was  directly  leading  to  An- 
napolis. I  could  not,  howerer,  suppose  that  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Tilghman  and  Captain  Herbert 
would  fail  to  adrise  me  if  the  fact  were  so.  The 
rumor,  howerer,  gained  ground ;  and  just  at  this 
time,  Mr.  Lufiborough,  of  this  city,  with  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  mounted  men,  offered  himself 
readv  to  perform  any  duties  on  which  I  could 
employ  them.  I  immediately  despatched  him  to 
ascertain  the  truth  of  this  report,  by  penetrating 
to  that  road,  and  also  to  obtain  wbaterer  infor- 
mation he  could  relatire  to  the  enemy.  About 
twelve  o'clock  he  sent  me  decisire  information 
that  the  enemy  were  not  on  the  Annapolis  road. 

Ireceired  constant  intelligence  that  the  enemy 
atill  remained  in  Mariborouffh;  and.  therefore, 
felt  no  doubt  that,  if  he  intended  to  tase  the  road 
to  Annapolis,  any  moremeat  upon  that  road  was 
only  an  advance  party  for  observation,  and  pre- 
paratory ton  general  moremenc;  and  as  the  morn- 
ing advanced,  and  the  information  brought  still 
confirmed  the  impression  that  the  enemy  intend- 
ed no  movement  from  Upper  Marlborough,  1 
resolved  to  endeavor  to  concentrate  the  force 
(which  I  hoped  had  now  considertbly  accumu- 
wted  within  my  reach)  down  upon  the  enemy's 
lines  near  Marlborough. 

1  accoringly  ordered  a  light  detachment  to  be 
tent  forward  by  Qeneral  Smith,  under  Major 
Peter,  and  having  also  learned  by  Major  Wood- 
year,  of  General  Stansbory's  stafi^  that  he  had 
arrived  the  evening  before  at  Bladeosburg,  1  sent 
orders  to  him  to  advance  toward  Marlborough, 
and  to  take  post  at  the  point  where  the  Old 
Fields  to  Clneen  Ann  crosses  the  road  from  Bia- 
densburg  to  Marlborough,  which  brought  him 
within  four  miles  of  the  Old  Fields,  and  within 
from  SIX  to  eight  of  the  enemy.  I  was  anxiously 
waiting  to  hear  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Beall^ 
proffress  with  the  detachment  for  Annapolis,  and 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sterrei's  from  Baltimore. 

The  President  and  Heads  of  Department  had 
been  upon  the  field  since  about  eight  o'clock.  I 
eommunicated  my  views  and  intentions,  as  above 
detailed,  and  informed  them  that  I  proposed  my- 
self to  pass  over  the  road  from  Bladensborg  to 
Marlborough  to  meet  General  Stansbory ;  to  make 
closer  observations  upon  the  road  direct  from  the 
enemy  to  Bladensburg,and  to  establish  more  thor- 
oughly a  concert  between  Stansbury  and  Smith's 
command ;  to  be  also  nearer  to  Beall,  to  give  him 


also  a  direction  towirdi  the  cuay  ob  (be  nij 
leading  into  Marlboioogh  from  the  North,  if  bt 
intelligence  should  continue  to  iatiff  it,  iiisi 
draw  down  LieotensDtColoBel8Kn«t,vi[h3 
force,  as  soon  as  I  should  S8e€niiDtkmi{  vu 
I  accordingly,  with  a  troop  of  LiniPi  artlrj. 
proceeded  about  twelve  o'clock:  BfnirririBg 
at  the  Bladeotburg  road  I  halifd.iiifBkedi 
patrol  of  cavalry  down  towtrdi  Mirfemgh. 

In  a  few  minutes  after,  three  of  Cifti:!  Her- 
bert's troop,  who  were  oWerfiBsdont^aoe 
road,  arrived  with  two  pritos(n,vboi^y 
just  seized  in  a  very  bold  aod  dcxterottsaier. 
The  information  of  these  pritoienmiinae^tb 
impression  that  ihe  enemy  did  ftoCisteo^ifiBon 
from  Marlborough  that  day ;  tod  u  it  miet 
one  o'clock,  I  frit  little  doubt  of  iL  Afifr» 
maining  some  time  for  iDteiligeoce  frwD  ibe  Ct 
ted  States'  dragoons  that  I  hid  teat  dovira 
orders  to  press  down  as  elotelf  ts  pooible  8?s 
the  enemy,  a  slight  firing  waioetnliBtbedin' 
tion  of  the  enemy,  which  I  eoododed  vu  fna 
the  enemy's  picket  upon  thii  party.  Alev» 
ments  confirmed  this  cooifctorcibftbeffnns 
a  dragoon  with  this  iatelliienee.  A  am  oi- 
siderable  firing  was  then  howerer  \xei^ 
I  concluded  to  be  a  skirmisbinf  bf  PetenM- 
ment  wiih  the  enemy,  pot  upoo  tkikrtud 
advance  by  the  firing  at  the  drsgooia 

The  firing  soon  after  ceased,  and  ifier  btTiif 
sent  for  the  pnrposeof  aseeruioiogi^ftctni 
directions  to  follow  with  ioiellveoeeoB»nn|t 
Bladensburg,  \u  which  directioa  1  \^^^ 
the  expectation  of  meeiiog  GenertI  Stiis»7i 
and  with  the  intention  to  hall  hioi  mW» 
ligence  should  decide  my  farther  pn»eedii,^ 

I  had  proceeded  wiihia  foor  or  fi«  ffl'«»  ■ 
Bladensborg  without  meetioi  OfBertiSao^^' 
when  I  was  overtaken  by  Mijor  «cArt"*f' ! 
volunteer  aid  with  General  SmiArA««i^f 
me  that  Peter  had  Mm\%\tx^^\^ '^"^ 
iog  enemy,  who  had  drivco  W>J«k(»GeM^ 

Smith,  and  that  the  cneair  ki^  I'^l^^tlw '" 
three  miles  of  the  Old  Fields;  «j»t,*P«»2L 
my  directions  upon  the  probiWiiTof  ^]^'^ 
General  Smith  had  seat  of  the  ^^^^Z 
the  Easier  a  Branch;  and  ihackuBselfii;'^'^^ 
modote  Barney  had  drawn  opibe  forcesr^  ? 
receive  the  enemy,  should  be  id«?*  ";  J 
way  towards  Bladeoshura  f  bid  left  ffj' 
Lieutenant  Colonel  TilghmaD»i  eijtir! «  ^ 
tinue  their  observation  on  the  BWe«"^=  . 
Marlborough  roads,  and,  in  a*  the  eo.«P^^^ 
move  on  that  road,  to  gire  Ueaerw  ^  . 
immediate  notice,  aod  faU  bick  oo  biS' 
proceeding  to  the  Old  Fields,  I  met  L^^ 
Colonel  Tilghman  himself,  aod  rcseww 
directions.  Capuin  Herbert  wis  il»  J^^ 
General  Stansbury  and  theeoeoy,  v^u^u 

instructions.  ,l.  \0 

When  Major  McKenney  gare  oetDe.^ 
gence  of  the  advance  of  the  eoeiny,  i  f"^^^ 
an  aid  to  General  Slaosbor;,  with  d  i«  ^ 
him  to  fall  back  and  take  the  ^\V^'^^^ 
vance  of  BladeQsburg,and  on'/«  *-";!^Bl»- 
onel  Slerret,  with  him  should  he  arrm 
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eDsbargyfts  I  expected,  that  eveoing;  and  should 
e  be  attacked,  to  resist  as  long  an  possible ;  and 
'  obliged  to  retire,  to  retreat  towards  the  city. 
I  reached  the  Old  Fields  about  five  o'clock  in 
le  afternoon, and  found  General  Smith  and  Com- 
lodore  Barney  had  judiciously  posted  their  men 
I  expectation  of  the  enemy,  and  were  expecting 
IS  approach.  The  head  of  the  enemy's  column 
as  about  three  miles  from  our  position,  and  five 
iles  from  Marlborough.  He  must  have  reached 
lat  point  by  or  before  one  o'clock,  and  his  halt 
lere  at  that  period  of  the  day,  so  short  a  distance 
ona  Marlborough,  and  apparently  only  drawn 
It  by  my  parties  pressing  upon  him,  and  at  the 
>iDt  from  whence  he  could  take  the  road  to  Bia- 
msburg,  to  the  Eastern  Branch  bridee,  or  Fort 
/^ashingtoo,  indifierently,or  it  might  be  to  cover 
is  march  upon  Annapolis;  to  which  place  he  had 
rong  temptations  to  proceed.  His  force  was 
sry  imperlectly  known,  the  opinions  and  repre- 
intations  varjring  from  four  to  twelve  thousand : 
le  better  opinion  fixed  it  from  five  to  seven  thou- 
lod.  If  he  siipposed  his  force  insufficient  to  pro- 
sed to  Washington,  and  further  reinforcements 
rere  expected,  which  all  information  concurred 
)  state,  the  natural  conclusion  was,  that  he  would 
>ek  some  place  where  he  could  in  security  refresh 
is  men,  and  place  them  in  comfortable  quarters, 
ear  a  convenient  port  for  his  ships,  and  whence, 
pon  receiving  reinforcements,  he  would  be  rea- 
y  to  act  against  the  important  points  of  the 
Duotry.  Having,  therefore,  already  accomplish- 
d  one  great  object  of  the  expedition — the  de- 
ruction  of  Commodore  Barney's  flotilla — if  he 
ras  not  in  a  condition  to  proceed  further  into  the 
Duotry,  Annapolis  offered  him  a  place  in  all  re- 
jects such  as  he  would  desire.  It  brought  him 
)  a  fine  port,  where  his  ships  could  lie  in  safety ; 
.  afforded  abundant  and  comfortable  quarters  ior  • 
is  men ;  magazines  and  store-houses  for  all  his 
lores  and  munitions  of  every  description;  was 
apable,  with  very  little  labor,  of  being  rendered 
oapregnable  by  land,  and  commanded  the  water ; 
L  was  the  nearest  point  of  debarkation  to  the 
)ity  of  Washington,  without  enteriujg^  a  narrow 
iver,  liable  to,  great  uncertainty  in  its  naviga- 
ion  from  adverse  winds;  and  was  at  hand  to 
Baltimore ;  equally  threatening  those  two  great 
»oints,  and  rendering  it  absolutely  necessary 
0  keep  a  force  doubly  sufficient  to  resist  him — 
ine  for  the  protection  of  Washington,  the  other 
or  Baltimore.  The  squadron  which  was  ascend- 
og  the  Potomac,  and  had  now  passed  the  Kettle 
3ottoms,  the  only  obstruction  in  the  navigation 
»f  the  river,  might  be  only  a  feint,  the  more  effec- 
ualiy  to  conceal  their  intentions  against  Anna- 
>otis ;  or,  what  was  more  probable,  was  intended 
0  unite  with  the  land  force,  and  co-operate  in  a 
oint  attack  on  Washington.  It  was,  therefore, 
troogly  believed,  that  the  land  force  was  des- 
ined  to  proceed  and  take  Fort  Washington  in 
be  rear,  where  it  was  wholly  defenceless,  while 
t  was  capable  of  offering  a  very  forniidaDle  re- 
ibtance  to  the  ascent  of  ships  up  the  river,  and, 
mperfect  as  it  was,  perhaps  capable  of  repulsing 
ihem  altogether.    And  it  was  therefore  that! 


sent  to  General  Young,  when  the  force  under 
General  Smith  fell  back  to  the  Old  Fields,  to 
take  a  position  so  as  to  protect  Fort  Washington, 
and  avoid  being  taken  in  the  rear  by  the  enemy.. 

If  the  object  of  the  enemy  was  to  proceed  dt* 
rect  to  Washinetoo,  the  road  by  Bladensburg; 
offered  fewer  obstructions  than  that  over  the 
Eastern  Branch  bridge, although  it  was  six  miles- 
further ;  and  yet.  if  I  had  retired  toward  Bladens- 
burg,  I  should  have  been  removed  so  much  further 
from  annoying  or  impeding  the  enemy  if  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Fort  Washington ;  and  I  should  have 
left  the  road  to  Washington  City,  by  the  Eastern. 
Branch  bridge,  open  to  him,  which,  although  f 
had.  as  I  supposed,  left  a  secure  arrangement  for 
its  destruction,  yet  the  importance  of  leaving  that 
bridge  as  long  as  possible,  on  account  of  its  ^reat 
value  to  us,  and  the  da.nger  that,  in  tlie  multitude 
of  business  which  was  actumulaied  on  every  per« 
son  during  such  alarm,  confusion,  and  disorderi 
arijiog  at  such  a  moment,  with  such  raw,  undisci- 
plined, inexperienced,  and  unknown  officers  and 
men^  rendered  it  hazardous  to  trust  this  direct 
and  important  pass  unguarded. 

It  was  under  all  these  circumstances,  thaL 
after  waiting  for  the  enemy  at  Old  Fields  till 
sundown,  that  I  determined  to  retire  over  the 
Eastern  Branch  bridge,  in  which  Commodore 
Barney  concurred,  and  bis  force  with  mine  pro* 
ceeded  accordingly. 

My  reasons  for  not  remaining  at  the  Old  Fields 
during  the  night  was,  if  an  attack  should  be  made 
in  the  night,  our  own  superiority,  which  lay  in 
artillery,  was  lost,  and  the  inexperience  of  the 
troops  would  subject  them  to  certain,  infalliblei 
and  irremediable  disorder,  and  probably  destruc* 
tion,  and  thereby  occasion  the  loss  of  a  full  half 
of  the  force  which  I  could  hope  to  oppose,  under 
more  favorable  circumstances,  to  the  enemy. 

The  reasons  for  retiring  by  the  Eastern  Branch 
bridge,  were,  the  absolute  security  it  gave  to  that 
pass,  the  greater  facility  of  juiniug  General 
Young,  and  aiding  in  the  protection  of  Fort 
Wasnington,  the  greater  facility  of  pursuing  the 
enemy  should  he  recede  and  proceed  to  Annap* 
oils,  and  the  certainty  that  I  could  draw  General 
Stansbury  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sterret  to  me 
if  the  enemy  advanced  too  rapidly  fur  me  to 
advance  and  uni^e  to  support  them. 

Under  the  harassing  and  perplexing  embar- 
rassments, arising  from  having  a  mass  of  men 
suddenly  assembled,  without  organization,  disci*- 
plioe,  or  officers  of  any,  the  lea^t2  knowledge  of 
service,  except  in  the  case  of  Major  Peter,  or,  if 
possessing  it,  unknown  to  me  as  such,  and  the 
wearied  and  exhausted  state  in  which  incessant 
application  and  exertion,  for  nearly  five  uninter- 
r tinted  days  and  nights,  had  left  me,  these  views 
ofi^red  themselves  to  my  mind,  and  determined 
me  to  fall  back^  on  Tucbday  evening,  to  the 
bridge,  instead  ot  Bladensburg.  6ince  the  event 
has  passed,  and  if  a  movement  to  Bladensburg| 
had  It  been  made,  would  not  have  induced  the 
enemy  to  pursue  another  course,  it  is  easy  to  de- 
termine that  a  retreat  to  Bladensburg  might  have 
been  better ;  but  those  who  undertake  to  pass  a 
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judgment,  should  place  themselves  back  to  the 
moment  and  situation  I  was  in  when  I  formed 
the  resolution,  and  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  find 
it  an  error;  or  if  one,  it  is  of  that  sort  which 
ia  supported,  when  viewed  in  perspective,  by 
stronger  reasons  than  those  which  oppose  it; 
and  is  only  found  to  be  an  error  by  the  expe- 
rience which  so  often  confounds  all  reason  and 
calculation. 

Upon  arriving  at  the  bridge,  about  eij^ht 
o'clock,  I  directed  General  Smith  to  halt  his 
men  in  the  most  convenient  position  near  the 
bridge,  on  this  side ;  and  I  passed  over  and  rode 
directly  to  the  President's,  and  informed  him  of 
the  then  state  of  things.  I  had  expected  that  I 
should  probably  have  found  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  other  Heads  of  Departments  there,  but 
they  had  respectively  retired  to  their  homes.  I 
returned  to  the  bridge,  leavinff  at  McKeowin's 
hotel  the  borrowed  horse  on  which  I  rode.  Both 
those  I  had  with  me  being  exhausted  and  worn 
down,  and  as  I  knew  no  one  who  bad  a  horse  in 
a  different  situation,  I  proceeded  on  foot  Xo  the 
camp.  General  Smith  was  not  at  the  moment 
there.  I  proceeded  on  to  the  bridge,  where  I 
foand  about  thirtv  men  with  axes,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cutting  the  bridge  down,  and  no  other 
preparation  for  destroying  it  made.  I  proceeded 
again  to  the  camp ;  detached  a  party  of  volun- 
teers to  burn  the  upper  bridge  at  once ;  detached 
a  party  of  regular  infantry  across  the  brid^  in 
advance  toward  the  enemy  about  half  a  mile,  to 
prevent  him  from  seizing  it  by  surprise,  and  posted 
Burch's  artillery  to  command  the  pass  of  the 
bridge  on  this  side.  I  learned  at  the  bridge  that 
tome  persons  from  the  Navy  Yard  had  been  to 
the  bridge  to  take  some  steps  for  destroying  it, 
and  knowing  that  this  was  the  nearest,  and  (he 
only  place,  indeed,  from  whence  I  could  draw 
the  powder,  boats,  and  combustibles,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rendering  its  destruction  sure  at  any  mo- 
ment, I  proceeded,  accompanied  by  Major  Cox, 
of  Georgetown,  to  ascertain  what  preparations 
had  been  made.  I  arrived  there  about  twelve  or 
one  o'clock,  saw  Colonel  Wharton,  who  referred 
me  to  Commodore  Tingey,  to  whom  I  then  pro- 
ceeded and  roused  him  from  bed.  He  informed 
me  that  several  casks  of  powder  were  ready  in 
boats  to  be  sent  from  the  Navv  Yard  to  blow  up 
the  bridge  when  necessary.  I  besged  him  to  in- 
crease the  quantity  of  powder,  to  furnish  a  quan- 
tity of  combustibles  also  to  be  laid  upon  the 
bridge,  that  its  destruction,  when  necessary,  in 
one  way  or  other,  might  be  put  beyond  doubt. 
Commodore  Tingey  undertook  to  have  what  I 
requested  provided,  and  sent  without  delay  to  the 
bridge.  I  returned  to  the  bridge  to  see  that  the 
different  detachments  which  I  had  stationed  there 
were  upon  the  alert,  and  understood  the  objects 
for  which  they  we're  detached.  And  I  thence 
returned  to  the  camp,  between  three  and  four 
o'clock,  much  exhausted,  and  considerably  hurt 
in  the  right  arm  and  ancle  from  a  severe  fall 
which  I  had  into  a  gulley  or  ditch  on  my  way  to 
the  Navy  Yard.  I  snatched  about  an  hour  or  two 
of  sleep,  rose,  and  proceeded  to  gather  my  attend- 


ants and  horses,  much  exhausted  ttd  von  in) 
by  the  incessant  action  of  the  ttine  pndiii 
days,  and  proceeded  to  establish  Df  ^o^ 
ters  at  a  house  near  the  bridge. 

My  patrols  and  videttes  not  btviifTabii^: 
me  any  intelligence  of  a  movemeiiciheeN^ 
my,  and  being  still  doubtful  whetim)!  if  It 
not  move  upon  Annapolis,  FortWubaor 
toward  the  bridge,  rather  than  Bld«^.  I 
held  the  position  near  the  bridge  astkrA 
under  all  circumstances,  would  eotbleiLikid 
act  against  the  enemy  in  aof  aitentii  I 
learnt  about  this  time,  with  eonsidenl;^E*> 
fication,  that  General  StansboijjfroffiBKa^' 
standing  or  some  other  cause,  iostCMiofkiU 
a  position  during  the  night  in  tdraneeaf  Ss^s 
burg,  had  taken  one  about  a  mile  in  its  nr;  a 
that  his  men,  from  a  causeless  alarm,  ki^  to 
under  arms  the  greater  part  of  thenigiiitti 
moved  once  or  twice,  and  tbathewisaitkt» 
ment  on  his  march  into  the  city.  liosuitlrfli 
him  an  order  to  resume  bis  positi(naiBliii» 
burg ;  to  post  himself  to  the  best  tdranii^:stt 
the  utmost  resistance,  and  rely  opoDDrn|i{ar' 
ing  him 'if  the  enemv  shocdd  morenpoatknaf 
I  bad,  at  a  very  early  hour  in  the  iDfiru|t^ 
tached  Captain  Graham,  with  his  rsn^i^^ 
ginia  cavalry,  to  proceed,  by  Bfatdenin^fcn 
upon  the  roaa  toward  the  enemy,  and isct^ 
that  means,  timely  notice  to  G«ieral  Su^ 
and  myself, should  theenemy  tomthatvif.  ^^ 
this  addition  to  the  cavalry  already  on ikwni^ 
it  became  impossible  for  the  eDemytoobi^ 
steps  unobserved.  Additional  esTahrptfisbin 
vioettes  were  also  detached  upon  all  ib(  ^ 
across  the  bridge,  to  insure  the  eemnij*^^^ 
ligence,  let  the  enemy  move  as  he  mi^^ 

Colonel  Minor  had  also  arrived  la  ueeitj« 

evening  before,  with  five  or  six  hoB^""^ 
from  Virginia,  but  they  were  wito  w  ^ 
coutremenu,  or  ammunition.  l^?f  j 
hasten  his  equipment,  which  I  leiawis«BrM 
by  some  difficulty  in  finding  ^^  ^^' 
charged  with  that  business;  and  he  k«A,«;;^f: 
ceived  his  arms,  dkc.,  when,  tboai  10  ^^^ 
received  intelligence  that  the  ^»^^ 
the  head  of  his  column  towanb  6i»d«»oS 
Commodore  £kirney  had,  npoo  OT  ^^\ 
posted  his  artillery  to  command  tbebnditan! 
in  the  mornittff. 

As  soon  as  I  learned  the  enemy ^f*"*^ 
towards  Bladensburg,  I  ordered  G<B««Stt^ 
with  the  whole  of  the  troopi,  totnoTeiutB* 
aiely  to  that  point.  .  « 

The  necessary  detention  artdngfrom  ^' 
issue,  interrogations,  and  appficttiow  loK "^ 
swered  from  all  points  being  P**^!  ^P"*^^ 
to  Bladensburg,  leaving  the  President  aim  »• 
of  the  Heads  of  Departments  at  ffif  WT 
where  they  had  been  for  an  boor  or  more.  ' 
rived  at  the  bridge  at  Bfadensborg  tboottte 
o'clock,  where  I  found  Lieutenant  ColooelJ 
had  at  that  moment  passed  with  his  eoo^ 
having  just  arrived  from  Annapolis.  I  bMr 
the  line  of  Stansbary's  brigade,  i^^vat* 
fieM  upon  the  USt  of  the  road,  at  about  a,*"* 
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'  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  bridge ;  and  on  the 
lad,  a  short  distance  in  the  rear  of  Stansbury's 
le,  I  met  sereral  gentlemen,  and,  among  the 
hers,  I  think  Mr.  Francis  Key,  of  Georgetown, 
ho  informed  me  that  he  had  thought  that  the 
3ops  coming  from  the  city  could  be  most  ad^an- 
veously  posted  en  the  ri«it  and  left  of  the  road 
ar  that  point.  General  Smith  being  present, 
r.  Key  undertook.  I  belieire,  being  sent  for  that 
irpose.  to  show  tne  positions  proposed.  I  leA 
sneral  Smith  to  make  a  disposition  of  these 
>ops,  and  proceeded  to  the  bridge,  where  I  found 
eutenant  Colonel  Beall  as  before  stated.*  I  in- 
ired  whether  he  bad  any  directions  as  to  his 
sition ;  he  replied,  he  had  been  shown  a  hieh 
II  upon  the  right  of  the  road,  ranging  with  the 
oposed  second  line.  It  being  a  commanding 
sition,  and  necessary  lo  be  occupied  by  some 
rps,  I  directed  him  to  proceed  agreeably  to  the 
structions  he  had  receired.  I  then  rode  up  to 
mattery  which  faad  been  thrown  up  to  command 
^  street  which  entered  Bladensburg  from  the 
le  of  the  enemijr  and  the  bridge,  where  I  found 
e  Baltimore  artillery  posted,  with  the  Baltimore 
lemen  to  support  them.  Upon  inquiry,  I  learned 
it  Gkneral  Stansbury  was  on  a  rising  ground 
on  the  left  of  his  line.  I  rode  immediately 
it  her,  and  found  him  and  Colonel  Monroe  to- 
ther.  The  latter  ffentleman  informed  me  that 
had  been  aiding  General  Stansbury  to  post  his 
e,  and  wished  me  to  proceed  to  examine  it 
th  them,  to  see  how  far  I  atoprored  of  it.  We 
;re  just  proceeding  with  this  riew,  when  some 
rson  rode  up  and  stated  that  news  had  just  been 
•eived  of  a  signal  viotory  obtained  by  General 
ird  over  the  enemy,  in  which  one  thousand  of 
$  enemy  were  slain  and  many  prisoners  taken, 
irdered  the  news  to  be  immediately  eomtnuni- 
ted  to  the  troops,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  ad- 
ional  impulse  to  their  spirits  and  courage.  Th« 
lumn  of  the  enemy  at  this  moment  appeared  in 
!w,  about  a  mile  distant,  moving  up  the  East* 
1  Branch,  parallel  to  our  jposttion.  From  the 
't,  where  I  was,  I  perceived  that,  if  the  position 
the  advanced  artulerv  were  forced,  that  two  or 
ree  pieces  on  the  left  of  Stansbury  would  be 
cessary  to  scour  an  orchard  which  fay  between 
\  line  and  his  artillery,  and  for  another  rifle 
mpany  to  increase  tbe  support  of  this  artillery. 
3ese  were  promptly  sent  forward  by  General 
nith,  and  posted  as  hastily  as  possible;  and  it 
IS  barelf  accomplished  before  I  was  obliged  to 
re  orders  to  the  advanced  artillery  to  open  upon 
s  enemy,  who  was  descending  tbe  street  toward 
5  bridge.    AH  further  examination  or  move- 

*  Since  writing  the  above  I  have  seen  General  Smith, 
o  informs  me  that  Mr.  Key  had  been  examining  the 
rands  with  him,  and  that  it  was  his  views  that  Mr. 
y  had  been  stating.  He  came  up  at  the  moment 
.  Key  had  given  me  the  information*  I  have  been 
ier  the  impressibn,  till  thus  correeted,  that  it  was 
,  fluggection  of  Colonel  Monroe  and  General  Stana- 
ry  that  had  suggested  that  position.  Thifl  circnm- 
noe  ia  immaterial,  except  ibr  the  pcrjpose  of  literal 
{uracy  when  necessary. 


ment  was  now  impossible,  and  the  position  whOM 
I  then  was,  immediately  in  rear  of  the  left  of 
Stansbury's  line,  being  the  most  advanced  posi- 
tion from  which  I  could  have  any  commanding 
view,  I  remained  there.  The  fire  of  our  advanced 
artillery  occasioned  the  enemy,  who  were  ad* 
vanciog,  and  who  were  light  troops,  to  leave  the 
street,  and  they  crept  down,  under  the  cover  of 
houses  and  trees,  in  loose  order,  so  as  not  to  ez* 
pose  them  to  risk  from  the  shot;  it  was,  there- 
fore, only  occasionally  that  an  object  presented  at 
which  the  artillery  could  fire. 

In  this  sort  of  suspension  the  enemy  began  to 
throw  his  rockets,  and  his  light  troops  began  to 
accumulate  down  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  town, 
and  near  the  bridge,  but  prinei rally  covered  from 
view  by  the  houses.  Their  light  troops,  how* 
ever,  soon  began  to  issue  out  and  nress  across  the 
creek,  which  was  everywhere  fordable,  and  in 
most  places  lined  with  bushes  and  trees,  which 
were  sufficient,  however,  to  conceal  tbe  move- 
ments of  light  troops,  who  act  in  the  manner  of 
theirs,  sinsly.  The  advanced  riflemen  now  b^^a 
to  fire,  and  continued  it  for  a  half  a  dozen  rounds, 
when  I  obeerved  them  to  run  back  to  the  skirts 
of  the  orchard  on  the  left,  where  they  became 
visible,  tbe  boughs  of  the  orchard  trees  oonceal- 
inff  their  original  position,  as  also  that  of  tbe  ar- 
tillery, from  view.  A  retreat  of  twenty  or  tbirtj 
vards  from  their  original  position  toward  the  left 
brought  them  in  view  on  the  edtfe  of  the  orchard ; 
they  halted  there,  and  seemed  for  a  moment  re- 
turning to  their  position,  but  in  a  few  minutes 
entirety  brok^  and  retired  to  the  left  of  Stan»- 
bury*8  line,  i  immediately  ordered  the  fifth  Bal- 
timore regiment,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Starrer,  be- 
ing the  left  of  Stansbury's  line,  to  advance  and 
sustain  the  artillery.  They  promptly  commenced 
this  movement,  but  the  rockets,  which  had  for  the 
first  three  or  foUr  passed  very  high  above  the 
heads  of  the  line,  now  received  a  more  horizontal 
direction,  and  passed  very  close  above  the  heads 
of  Sbutz^s  and  Ragan^  regiments,  composing  the 
centre  and  left  of  Btansbury's  line.  A  universal 
flight  of  these  two  regiments  was  the  cobsequenee. 
This  leaving  the  right  of  the  fifth  wholly  unsop-. 
ported,  I  ordered  it  to  halt ;  rode  swiftlv  aeross  the 
field  toward  those  who  had  so  sbamefally  fled,  and 
exerted  my  voice  to  the  utmost  to  arrest  tnem. 
They  halted,  began  to  collect,  and  seemed  to  be 
returning  to  their  places.  An  ill-founded  reliance 
that  their  oflleers  would  succeed  in  rallying  them, 
when  I  had  thus  succeeded  in  stopping  the  great- 
est part  of  them,  induced  me  immediately  to  ro- 
turn  to  the  fifth,  the  situation  of  which  was  like- 
ly to  become  very  critical,  and  that  position  gave 
me  the  best  command  of  view.  To  my  astonish- 
ment and  mortification,  however,  when  I  had  re- 
-gained  my  position,  I  found  the  whole  of  these 
regiments  (except  a  few  of  Ragan's,  not  more 
than  forty,  rallied  by  himself,  and  as  many  per- 
haps of  Shutz's  rallied,  I  learn  by  Captain  Shower 
and  Captain  '  ■,  whose  name  I  do  not  recol- 

lect) wfere  flying  in  the  utmost  precipitation  and 
disorder. 

The  advanced  artillery  had  immediately  fol- 
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lowed  the  riflemeD.  and  retired  by  tbe  left  of  the 
fifth.  I  directed  them  to  itke  post  on  a  rising 
ground  which  I  pointed  out  in  the  rear.  Tbe  fifth, 
mod  the  artillery  on  iu  left,  still  remained,  and  I 
hoped  that  their  fire,  notwithstanding  the  obstruc- 
tion of  tbe  boughs  of  the  orchard,  which,  being 
below,  covered  the  enemy,  would  have  been  ena- 
bled to  scour  this  approach  and  prevent  his  ad- 
vance. The  enemy's  light  troops,  by  single  roen^ 
showed  themselves  on  tbe  lower  edge  of  the  left 
of  the  orchard,  and  received  tbe  fire  of  this  artil- 
lery and  the  fifth,  which  made  them  draw  back. 
The  cover  to  them  was,  however,  so  complete, 
that  ibey  were  enabled  to  advance  singly,  and 
take  positions  from  which  their  fire  annoyed  the 
fifth  considerably,  without  either  that  regiment 
or  the  artillery  being  able  to  return  tbe  fire  with 
any  probability  of  efi*ect.  In  this  situation  I  had 
actually  given  an  order  to  tbe  fifth  and  artillery 
to  retire  up  to  the  hill,  toward  a  wood  more  to 
the  left  and  a  little  in  the  rear,  for  the  purpose  of 
drawinff  them  further  from  the  orchard,  and  out 
of  reach  of  the  enemy's  fire,  while  he  was  shel- 
tered by  tbe  orchard.  An  aversion,  however,  to 
retire  before  the  necessity  became  stronger,  and 
tbe  hope  that  the  enemy  would  issue  in  a  body 
from  the  left  of  the  orchard,  and  enable  us  to  act 
upon  him  on  terms  of  equality,  and  a  fear  that  a 
movement  of  retreat  might,  in  raw  troops,  pro- 
duce some  confusion  and  lose  us  this  chance,  in- 
duced me  instantly  tocooojermand  tbe  order,  and 
direct  the  artillery  to  fire  into  a  wooden  barn  on 
the  lower  end  of  the  orchard^ behind  which  I  sup- 
posed tbe  enemy  might  be  sheltered  in  consider- 
able numbers.  The  fire  of  tbe  enemy  now  began, 
however,  to  annoy  the  fifth  still  more  in  wound- 
ing several  of  them,  and  a  strong  column  of  the 
enemy  having  passea  up  the  road  as  high  as  the 
right  of  tbe  fifth,  and  beginning  to  deploy  into 
the  field  to  take  tnem  in  flank,  I  directed  the  ar- 
tillery to  retire  to  the  hill,  to  which  I  had  direct- 
ed the  Baltimore  artillery  to  proceed  and  halt,  and 
ordered  tbe  fifth  reeiment  also  to  retire.  This 
corps,  which  had  heretofore  acted  so  firmly, 
.evinced  the  usual  incapacity  of  raw  troops  to 
make  orderly  movements  in  tbe  face  of  the  ene- 
my, and  their  retreat  in  a  very  few  moments  be- 
came a  flight  of  absolute  and  total  disorder. 

The  direct  line  of  retreat  to  tbe  whole  of  this 
first  line,  being  to  the  hill  on  which  1  bad  di- 
rected the  artillery  to  halt,  and  immediately  in 
connexion  with  tbe  positions  of  General  Smith's 
corps,  which  were  not  arrayed  in  line,  but  posted 
on  advantageous  positions  in  connexion  with  and 
supporting  each  other,  according  as  the  nature  of 
the  ground  admitted  and  requiredj  I  had  not  for 
a  moment,  dispersed  and  disordered  as  was  the 
whole  of  Stansbury's  command,  supposed  that 
their  retreat  would  have  taken  a  difi*erent  direc- 
tion. But  it  soon  became  apparent  that  the  whole 
mass  were  throwing  themselves  off*  to  the  right 
on  the  retreat  toward  Montgomery  Court-house, 
and  flying  wide  of  this  point;  the  whole  of  the 
avalry.  probably  from  the  pressure  of  tbe  infan- 
ry  that  way,  were  also  thrown  wide  of  the  line 
of  retreat  toward  the  right.    After  making  every 


effort  to  tnra  the  cancBt  more  towards  G«senl 
Smith's  command  and  the  city,  in  vtio,  and&d- 
ing  that  it  was  impossible  to  collect  say  force  lo 
support  the  artillery  which  I  had  dincted  to  ia^ 
and  finding  also  that  the  eneaiy^l%iti  troopi 
were  extending  themselves  in  that  dimtion,  ui 
pressing  the  pursuit,  I  directed  tbe  tnilkrf  to 
continue  their  retreat,  on  the  romd  they  tbn  were, 
toward  the  Capitol,  it  beta^  impossiUe  {« iliem 
to  get  across  to  the  turnpike  road,  or  aiuft  fith 
General  Smith's  brigade. 

The  hope  of  again  forming  the  first  line  i^ tikis 
point,  and  there  renewing  the  retreat,  or,  uiii 
events,  of  being  able  to  rally  them  betwrni  tbe 
Capitol  and  that  point,  and  renewing  the  coitesi 
induced  me,  at  the  moment  I  directed  Uic  iftJi 
regiment  to  retreat,  to  reqaest  Mr.  Ri^s,  5' 
Georgetown,  to  proceed  to  the  President  anl  ii- 
form  him  that  we  had  been  driren  back,  hat  tio: 
it  was  my  hope  and  intention  to  form  and  mew 
tbe  contest  between  that  place  and  the  Ctpitd. 

As  soon  as  I  found  it  vain  longer  to  esdcir^r 
to  turn  the  tide  of  retreat  toward  the  left,  I  uu^ 
toward  the  position  occupied  by  LieoteBSst  Cel* 
onel  Beall,  Commodore  Barney,  and  Gcta 
Smith.  By  this  time  tbe  enemy  had  liruced 
up  the  road,  had  driven  back  laieattautCohid 
Klramer's  command,  posted  on  the  rigkt  of  the 
road,  and  in  advance  of  Commodore  Binq^ af- 
ter having  well  maintained  his  position  sad  nae^ 
hurt  tbe  enemy,  and  alsocontinned  to  fiiedaria; 
his  retreat.  He  had  come  onder  the  dettrsefiirc 
fire  of  Commodore  Barney,  which  had  taiaedlua 
up  the  bill  towards  Lieutenant  Coloael  Besil, 
whose  detachment  gave  one  or  two  iaeffecure 
fires  and  fled.  Their  position  was  known  t»  ae. 
was  very  conspicuous,  and  the  extreme  rig^t. 
.The  enemy,  therefore,  bad  gained  thiscomoisad' 
ing  position,  and  was  passing  oor  rigftt  Sznk-,  hii 
force  pursuing  on  the  left,  had  aho  Mdrmaeed  ioi 
line  with  our  left,  and  there  was  aothing  there  to 
oppose  him.  To  preserve  SmitJ^'icommaad  from 
being  pressed  in  front  by  (nsk  troops  of  the  ene- 
my, who  were  coming  on  at  the  same  tiine,v^\e 
they  were  under  the  certainty  of  hdng  assailed 
on  both  flanks  and  rear  by  tne  enemy,  wbo  re- 
spectively  gained  them,  in  which  circnmstasees 
their  destruction  or  surrender  would  bave  been 
inevitable,  I  sent  (my  horse  being  onable  tomsne 
with  the  rapidity  I  wished)  to  CSeneral  Smiib  ^ 
retreat.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  relative pe- 
sition  of  tbe  different  corps  composing  his  cos- 
mand,  and  cannot  therefore  determine  whoof  tbcs 
engaged  the  enemy^  nor  could  I  see  how  tbef  te- 
ed ;  but  when  I  arrived  in  succession  at  hu  &' 
ferent  corps,  which  I  did  as  soon  as  prattiet^ 
I  do  not  recollect  to  have  found  any  of  then  i^ 
were  not  in  order,  and  retreating  with  as  li'-^ 
confusion  as  could  have  been  expected.  Wbs 
I  reached  the  road  I  found  Commodore  Bsri<f 
men  also  retiring  on  the  road,  he  havisf  '^ 
overpowered  by  those  who  drove  off  B^BT 
meat,  about  the  time  I  sent  the  order  to  ks^ 

I  still  had  no  doubt  but  that  StansburyV^^ 
mand,  and  the  cavalry,  would  hare  hikt'^^ 
upon  the  Capitol,  by  the  roads  which  a^^ 
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»rt  of  the  eitjr  from  the  North,  and  still  solaced 
ayselfwitb  the  persuasioa  that  I  should  be  able 
bere  to  rally  them,  upOD  the  city  and  GFeorge- 
own  troops,  who  were  retiring  In  order,  and 
aake  another  effort  in  advance  of  the  Capitol  to 
epulse  the  enemy. 

After  accompanying  the  retreating  i^rmy  witb- 
I  two  miles  of  the  Capitol,  I  rode  forward  for 
le  purpose  of  selecting  a  position,  and  endeavor- 
ig  to  collect  those  whom  I  supposed,  from  the 
ipidity  of  their  flight,  might  have  reached  that 
oint.  A  half  a  mile  in  advance  of  the  Capitol  I 
let  Colonel  Minor  with  his  detachment,  and  di- 
scted  him  to  form  his  men,  wait  until  the  re- 
eating  army  |>assed,  and  protect  them  if  ne- 
pssary. 

When  I  arrived  at  the  Capitol  I  found  not  a 
lan  had  passed  that  way;  and,  notwithstanding 
le  commanding  view  which  is  there  afforded  to 
le  North,  I  could  see  no  appearance  of  the  troops, 
despatched  an  order  to  call  in  the  cavalry  to 
le  there. 

In  a  few  moments  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
le  Secretary  of  War  joined  me,  besides  that  they 
ad  been  witnesses  to  the  dispersion  of  the  troops 
od  the  exhaustion  of  those  just  halted  by  me.  I 
ated  the  diminution  of  my  foree,and  the  extent 
r  the  positions  which  rendered  it  impossible  to 
lace  the  force  I  then  had  in  such  a  position  as 
»  prevent  the  enemy  from  taking  me  on  the  flank 
I  well  as  front,  and  that  no  reasonable  hope  could 
i  entertained,  that  we  had  any  troops  who  could 
*  relied  on  to  make  a  resistance  as  desperate  as 
?cessary,  in  ao  isolated  building  whtch  could 
>t  be  supported  by  a  sufficiency  of  troops  with- 
it  ;  indeed  it  would  have  taken  nearly  the  whole 
r  the  troops  to  have  sufficiently  filled  the  two 
ings,  which  would  have  left  the  enemy  masters 
r  every  other  part  of  the  city,  and  given  iiim  the 
pportunity,  without  risk,  in  twenty-four  hours, 
» have  starved  them  into  a  surrender.  The  same 
Ejection  equally  applied  to  the  occupation  of 
DV  particular  part  of  the  city. 

Both  these  gentlemen  concurred  that  it  would 
abject  the  whole  of  mj  force  to  certain  capture 
r  destruction;  and  in  its  reduced  and  exhausted 
andition  it  was  wise  and  proper  to  retire  through 
reorgetowo,  and  take  post  in  the  rear  of  it,  on 
le  heights,  to  collect  my  foreew  I  accordingly 
ursued  this  course,  and  halted  at  Tenleytown, 
fvo  miles  north  of  Georgetown,  on  the  Frederick 
>ad.  Here  was  evinced  one  of  the  great  defects 
r  all  undisciplined  and  unorganized  troops ;  no 
fort  could  rouse  the  men  to  the  exertion  neces- 
iry  to  place  themselves  in  such  a  state  of  com- 
»rt  and  security  as  is  attainable,  even  under  very 
isadvantageous  circumstances.  Such  of  them 
i  could  be  halted,  instead. of  making  those  efforts, 
Eve  themselves  up  to  the  uncontrolled  feelings 

bich  fatigue, exhaustion^ and  privation  producdl. 
id  many  hundreds,  in  spite  of  all  precautions  and 
ibrts,  passed  on  and  pursued  their  way,  either 
>  wards  home  or  in  search  of  refreshments  and 
darters.  After  waiting  in  this  position  until  I 
ipposed  I  collected  all  the  force  that  could  be 
atberedj  I  proceeded  about  five  miles  further  on 


the  river  road,  which  leads  a  little  wide  to  the 
left  of  Montgomery  Court-house,  and  in  the  moro- 
inggave  orders  for  the  whole  to  assemble  at  Mont*  . 
gomery  Court-house. 

This  positott  promised  us  shelter  from  the  rata 
that  began  to  fall  an  hour  before  day ;  was  the 
most  probable  place  for  the  supply  or  provisions, 
which  the  troops  very  much  needed ;  and  was  a 
position  from  which  we  could  best  interpose  be- 
tween the  enemy  and  Baltimore,  and  to  which 
place,  at  that  time,  nobody  doubted  he  intended 
to  go  by  land  from  Washiogtou. 

In  pursuance  of  this  view,  among  the  first  acta 
after  my  arrival  at  Montgomery  Court-house, 
was,  to  direct  a  letter  lo  Gfoneral  Strieker,  who 
commanded  at  Baltimore,  informing  him  that  ii 
was  my  intention  to  gather  my  loree  together 
there,  receive  what  reinforcements  I  eould,  show 
myself  to  the  enemy  as  strong  as  possible^  bang 
on  his  flank,  should  he  move  to  Baltimore,  intim- 
idate and  harass  him  as  much  as  possible  in  hia 
movements,  and  endeavor  always  to  preserve  the 
power  of  interposing  between  him  ana  Baltimore  $ 
directing  him  to  re-establish  the  dispersed  com- 
mand oi  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sterret,  multiplying 
his  means  as  much  as  possible,  stop  all  reinforce- 
ments of  inilitia  from  Maryland.  Pennsylvania, 
or  elsewhere,  and  present  himselt  to  the  enemy 
at  the  crossing  of  the  Patapseo,  in  as  imposing  a 
form  as  possible. 

This  letter  I  sent  by  Captain  Aisquith,  whom 
I  found  at  Montgomery,  with  fifteen  or  twenty 
others,  the  only  part  of  the  Baltimore  detachmeat 
which  had  not  returned  home. 

The  first  object  was,  in  the  absence  of  quarter- 
master and  contractor,  to  make  efforts  to  provide 
quarters  and  refreshments  for  my  men;  a  few 
provisions  were  found  there,  belonging  to  the 
contractor,  and  a  person  temporarily  appointed  to 
issue,  and  the  most  active  men  of  tbe  place  called 
upon  and  authorized  to  get  in  provisions. 

The  next  object  was  to  obtain  a  return  of  the 
different  corps,  which,  from  causes  that  can  easily 
be  understood,  among  undisciplined  men  and  un- 
skilful officers,  proved  abortive  before  we  moved 
next  day.  The  arrival  of  several  detachments  of 
reinforcements,  the  reports  of  officers  bringiuj^on 
detachments  who  wanted  orders  and  instructional 
and  the  multiplied  complaints  and  wants  of  men 
and  officers,  crowded  together  in  small  quarters^ 
or  entirely  out  of  doors  in  a  rainy,  tempestuous 
I  day ;  the  calculations  and  arrangements  necessary 
for  ulterior  operations,  and  to  meet  the  demands 
and  wants  of  the  great  force  which  my  calls  were 
likely  to  produce,  may  be  supposed  to  have  been 
as  much  as  could  be  borne  by  the  attention  and 
efibrts  of  one  man,  which  he  was  obliged  to  en- 
counter, for  the  want  of  a  skilful,  or  even  organ- 
ized staff  of  any  kind. 

No  regular  deuils  for  service  of  any  kind  could 
be  performed,  and  all  the  duties  of  this  description 
were  necessarily  performed  by  the  voluntary  zeal 
of  those  corps  who  could  not  be  borne  down  or 
discouraged  oy  difficulties.  My  efforts  were  de- 
voted to  endeavor  to  prepare  the  detachment  to 
move,  down  toward  the  city,  and  hang  upon  and 
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strike  mt  the  eoemy  wWnerer  aa  opportuaity  oe- 
e«rred.  The  next  morningi  howerer,  before  a  re* 
tarn  of  the  corps  eould  be  had,  aad  their  situatioa 
known,  I  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy 
had  moved  from  Washington  the  preceding  night, 
and  was  in  fall  march  for  Baltimore.  I  instantly 
pot  my  command  under  arms,  multiplied  and 
strengthened  my  patrols  to  gaia  intelligvace,  and 
adranced  as  rapialy  as  was  practicable  to  Balti- 
more. When  the  forces  arrived  at  Snell's  bridge, 
on  the  upper  branch  of  the  Patuxent,  I  had  con- 
eluded  that,  if  the  enemy  was,  as  we  had  had  still 
reason  to  believe,  proceeding  to  Baltimore,  that 
it  would  be  most  advisable  for  me  to  nrooeed  di* 
rectly  thither,  to  lend  the  whole  force  or  my  power, 
as  commander  of  the  district,  to  call  oat  and 
brinff  into  activity  the  resources  of  the  place,  and 
also  because  it  was  likely  to  become  the  mostim« 
nortant  station  of  the  command.  I  accordingly 
left  the  command  with  General  8tansbury,  senior 
brigadier,  and  proceeded  that  night  to  Baltimore. 
On  the  road  I  met  an  express  from  Major  Ckne- 
rat  S.  Smith,  who  delivered  me  a  letter,  in  which 
he  informed  me  he  had  been  called  out  into  ser^ 
vice,  and  had  assumed  the  command,  according 
to  his  rank ;  and  by  the  time  I  reached  Baltimore, 
I  also  learned  that  the  enemv  was  proceeding  to 
Mariboroogh,  and  not  toward  Baltimore.  * 

If  I  had  had  longer  time,  or  to  repeat  the  action 
of  Bladensburg,  I  could  correct  several  errors 
which  might  materially  have  affected  the  issue 
of  that  battle.  The  advanced  force  ought  to  hate 
been  nearer  to  the  creek  along  the  edge  of  the  low 

f  round,  where  they  would  hare  been  skirted  with 
ushes,  and  have  avoided  the  inconvenience  of 
the  cover  which  th«  orchard  afforded  the  enemy. 
The  edge  of  the  low  grounds  on  the  right  of  the 
road  ought  to  have  been  lined  with  mttsketrv,and 
a  battery  of  cannon  also  planted  in  the  field,  on 
the  right  of  the  road,  directly  fronting  the  bridge ; 
and  if  Commodore  Barney's  heavy  artillery,  with 
his  more  expert  artillerists,  had  occupied  the  po- 
rtion which  the  advanced  artillerbu  did,  and 
these  posts  been  obstinately  defended,  the  enemy 
would  not  have  crossed  the  river  at  that  point, 
but  would  have  been  obliged  to  make  a  circuit 
round  to  his  right,  and  hare  crossed  above,  and 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  town ;  or,  if  the  whole 
force  had  been  posted  at  the  position  of  the  sec* 
ond  line,  with  all  the  advantage  whichit  afforded, 
and  have  acted  with  tolerable  firmness  and  cour- 

2e,  the  event  might  have  been  diftrent ;  but  no 
vantage  of  position  is  proof  against  groundless 
panic  and  a  total  want  of  discipline,  skill,  and 
experience. 

On  the  nt^ht  of  my  retreat  to  the  city,  I  sent 
Assistant  Adjutant  Qeneral  Hite  down  to  General 
Young,  to  inform  him  of  the  movement,  and  to 
direct  him  to  take  the  best  position  to  secure  Fort 
Washington,  and  his  junction  with  me ;  or,  in 
^se  the  enemy  should  interpose  between  him  and 
me,  to  have  bis  boats  ready  to  transport  his  men 
across  the  riVer ;  or,  if  he  could  not  do  that,  to  fall 
down  the  river,  and  unite  with  General  Stewart, 
and  harass  the  enemy  in  the  rear;  and,  above 
all,  to  be  alert,  and  keep  a  vigilant  guard  upon 


every  avenue  of  appniachy  to  prevett  a  surpna 
I  also  sent,  by  Major  Hite,  direetioai  to  the  cm 
mmnding  oflScer  of  Fort  Washiogtoa.  to  adraau 
a  guard  op  to  the  main  road,  iipoa  all  the  roa^ 
leading  to  the  fort ;  and,  in  the  ereatofhif  heia§ 
taken  in  the  rear  of  the  fort  by  the  eaca^.to  blow 
up  the  fort,  and  retire  across  the  river. 

The  distance  of  Gkaeral  "YoDog,  aad  tke  oe* 
cessity  of  retaining  a  position  nemr  [hefeniski^ 
as  the  designs  of  the  enetDj  remained  weeois, 
rendered  it  impossible  to  nave  the  anaaee  of 
his  force  at  Bladensburg. 

There  was  not  a  bridge  on  the  road  whicb  it 
enemy  pursued,  from  his  debarkation  to  Wab- 
ingtOB,  the  destruction  of  which  would  ban  n 
tarded  his  advance  ten  minotea.  I  belkft.  a 
fact,  that  the  bridge  at  Bladeasbarg  is  the  «^ 
one,  and  the  faciiitv  with  which  that  stream  a 
everywhere  fordable  above  the  bridge  nakni 
useless  the  destroying  it.  Indeed,  I  believe  da^ 
had  artillery  been  posted  as  adTantageonalf  u  il 
might  have  been,  and  well  serred,  the  Mie 
would  have  acted  as  a  decoy  to  the  enemy  to  laJ 
him  into  danger,  and  Jutve  been  osefoi  to  as. 

Those  who  have  that  happy  iatrepidit)rflf  i^ 
suranee  in  their  own  capacity  to  aee  with  cenaufr, 
in  ail  leases^  the  means  by  which  theyeoeJtfkn 
avoided  the  errors  of  others,  and  by  vkick  fsit 
calamities  might  always  have  been  avated.«il 
find  my  condemnation  easy.  Those  whs  sr4» 
posed  to  measure  difficulties  by  the  liaiu  of  ba- 
man  capacity,  and  who  will  impartiaUr  ^cc 
theoMelves  in  my  situation,  will  find  it  wait  to 
decide  that  any errora  have  been  committed  vbieh 
might  not  have  been  equalled  or  iHiipaiiiJ  bf  aaf 
other  commander,  or  that  the  caJanitics  vkkk 
have  followed  could  haTe  been  averted  or  mi- 
tigated* 

This  narrative  is  accompanied  by  a  map^  witb 
ezpiaaattoos,  which  will  facihiaar  the  amder- 
standing  of  it. 

No.  8. 

ReparU  <^  GenerdU  i8'/aa#i«ry,  Smith,  Yom^. 
Douglas^  and  Hungtrford;  ColantU  Sterret, 
Minor,  Taylor,  LawiaL  and  JBeott;  Matr 
Pinkney,  and  Vaptaino  Bwxh  ami  CaktudL 


Oensral  fittaasbuiT's 

Baltiik>rb,  Nmemher  15, 1814. 

By  general  orders  from  the  War  Departmesi 
of  the^th  April,  1814,  Major  Qeneral  8.  Smiu 
was  directed  to  draught  from  his  divisioa,  as: 
hold  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  motneat's  wam^. 
two  thousand  men,  officers  iocloded. 

ByMajor  Qeneral  Smiths  diTision  orden,  (K 
the  a9th  of  April,  I  was  directed  to  fomtsk.  bj 
draught,  from  my  brigade,  as  its  qnoia,  one  tb(^ 
sand  of  this  requisition,  and  hold  them  ia  ret^ 
ness  to  march,  at  a  moment's  wamioff  to  Bi^ 
more,  for  its  defence.  The  first  of  May  ti^ 
orders  were  complied  with,  agreemblr  to  a  ^^ 
accompanying  said  orders. 

On  the  16th  of  July,  Major  Qeneral  Bm:s> 
sued  division  orders^  requiring  the  qnota  fr:f  "f 
brigade,  the  lliik,  and  from  the  M  and  ^  ^ 
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nareb,  tod  reiid€2?oiis  at  Balcimore.  My  orders 
nrere  issued  on  the  19th ;  the  troops  began  to  a»- 
lemble  on  the  dith,  and  were  encamped  about  one 
iDd  a  half  miles  northward  of  the  eity,  at  a  place 
railed  Camp  Fairfield. 

On  the  2l8t  of  Jnly,  by  Major  General  Smith. 
^vas  directed  to  take  charge  of  this  brigade,  and 
OEnmencedpreparingfor  tneir  reception.  Bariy 
a  August,  Cfeneral  Winder,  being  Tested  with  the 
ommandof  the  tenth  military  district,  superseded 
a^eneral  Smith  in  the  command. 

On  SatUffdaY,  August  the  20th,  about  one 
'clock  P.  M.,  I  receired,  by  express,  letter  No.  1, 
[irectina  me  to  move  down  with  my  whole  force 
or  Wawiogton. 

By  this  morning's  regimental  reports,  the  force 
»f  my  brigade,  then  in  camp,  appeared  as  follows : 

The  first  raiment,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Cagan,  officers  included,  650;  second  regimeni, 
inaer  Colonel  Sbutz,  officers  also  included,  fit  for 
lutjr,  803. 

I  immediately  issued  orders  for  wagons  to  be 
procured,  provisions  served  out.  tents  struck,  and 
tTerythiog  prepared  to  march  tnai  evening.  But 
he  oifficttity  of  obtaining  wagons  to  trans])ort 
euts  and  camp  equipage  prevented  my  moving 
aore  than  part  of  the  brigade  this  evening.  The 
eeidue  followed  on  the  morning  of  the  21st.  The 
dvance  part?  encamped  at  the  Stag  Tavern ;  the 
ear  three  miles  short  of  it,  on  the  evening  of  the 
Ist. 

About  ten  o'clock  P.  M.  I  received  from  Gen- 
ral  Winder,  by  express,  letter  No.  2,  dated  the 
Ist  directing  me  to  halt  until  further  orders. 

August  22,  at  ten  o'clock  4L.  M.  received  from 
l^eDeral  Winder  letter  No.  3,  dated  at  the  Wood- 
ard,  the  21st,  ten  o'clock  P.  M.,  directing  me  to 
dvaoce  with  all  soeed  to  Bladeosborg.  In  con- 
equence  thereof,  the  line  of  march  was  taken  up 
m  mediately,  and  at  seven  P.  M.  we  arrived  at 
31adensburg.  The  first  regiment  encamped  on 
he  hill  sonineast,  the  second,  on  the  northeast  of 
he  town;  and,  on  Tuesday  mominff,  the  23d, 
oined  the  first  rufi meat  on  Lowndes' Hill,  near 
31iidensburg.  About  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  received 
rom  General  Winder  letter  No.  4,  dated  at  Head- 
laarters.  Battalion  Old  Fields,  Auaust  22.  con- 
aining  orders  to  march  my  brigade  (with  the 
roops  under  Colonel  Sterret,  \i  they  had  joined 
ne)  slowly  towards  Marlborough,  and  uke  a  pa- 
itioQ  on  the  road  not  far  from  that  place,  and 
hat  be  would  join  me  some  time  that  day. 

The  troops  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
yolonel  Sterret  had  not  joined  me,  nor  was  I 
ertain  at  what  time  they  would  arrive.  The 
»rigadewasinstantly  put  in  motion,  and  the  march 
ommenced  towards  Marlborongh,  with  a  view 
»f  complying  with  General  Winder'^  orders.  I 
mmediately  despatched  my  aid-de-camp,  Major 
^Voodyear,  to  General  Winder,  to  communicate 
ill  the  information  which  he  might  require  as  to 
ny  force;  to  receive  particular  orders  as  to  the 
>osition  I  should  take  in  the  vicinity  of  Marlbo- 
'ough  ;  and  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  country, 
lad  of  the  situation  of  the  enemy.  After  pro- 
seeding  nbont  one  mile  on  the  road  to  Marlbo- , 
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f  h.  I  met  Captain  Moses  Tabbs  riding  eapress 
inform  me  that  the  enemy,  with  their  whote 
force,  had  left  Marlborongh,  and  were  on  their 
marcn  toward  me,disunc  about  six  miles.  This 
information  made  me  determine  to  avail  myself 
of  the  high  grounds  I  occupied  in  the  morning, 
to  which  I  immediately  returned,  and  made  the 
necessary  preparations  to  receive  the  enemy.  I 
directed  Captain  Tabbs  to  return  and  reconnoitre 
the  enemy  .and  give  me  every  information.  About 
four  o'clock  P.  M.  he  returned,  and  informed  me 
that  theenemy,  on  leaving  Marlborough,  had  taken 
a  diiferent  route.  Soon  after,  my  ald-de*eamp^ 
Major  Woodyear,  returned  from  General  Win- 
der, and  informed  me  that  the  intelligence  I  had 
reeeived  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  were,  in 
part,  incorrect,  and  that  General  Winder  wished  me 
to  encamp  on  the  direct  road  from  Bladensburg 
to  Marlborough,  at  about  seven  miles  distant  from 
the  latter  place.  The  Assistant  Adjutant  General^ 
Major  Hite,'aecompaaied  Major  Woodvear.  By 
letter  No.  i,  I  was  first  informed  that  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Sterret's  deuichment.  oensisting  of  the 
fifth  regiment,  about  five  hundred  strong;  Major 
Pinkney^  rifl«  battalion,  abont  one  bnndred  and 
fiftjr ;  and  Captain  Myers's  and  Magruder's  com* 
panics  of  artiUery,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
were  attached  to  my  comnund.  Theset  troops 
had  not  joined  me,  but  were  on  their  march.  I 
despatched  an  express  with  this  letter  to  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Sterret,  as  soon  as  received,  request- 
ing him  to  move  on  with  all  possible  expedition. 
About  sunset,  on  the  23d,  he  arrived  with  his 
command^  and  encamped  near  my  brigade.  The 
fatigued  situation  of  his  troops  induced  me  to  halt 
for  the  ni^ht,  on  the  hill  near  Bladensburg,  with 
the  intention  of  moving  towards  Marlborough  at 
reveille^  on  the  24th.  At  about  eight  o^clock  P. 
M.  a  militia  captain,  who  resided  near  Bladens- 
burg, came  into  camp  attended  by  one  of  my  sen- 
tinels, and  informed  me  he  was  from  Genesal 
Winder's  camp,  at  the  Batuhon  Old  Fields;  that 
General  Winder  was  not  in  camp  when  he  left  it ; 
and  that  it  was  apprehended  he  had  been  taken 
prisoner  \  as  he  had  gone  out  to  reconnoitre  the 
enemy«  and  had  not  retnrned:  that  a  detachment 
from  the  army  had  skirmished  that  day  with  the 
British ;  and  that  Bri^dier  General  Smith,  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  had  taken  the  command 
of  the  army,  and  wonld  oertainlv  join  me  in  the 
course  of  the  night.  At  about  eleven  o'clock  P. 
M.,  the  Secretary  of  State,  Colonel  Monroe,  with 
several  gentlemen,  came  to  my  tent ;  and,  as  well 
as  I  recollect.  Colonel  Monroe  observed  that  he 
was  from  Washington ;  that  he  had  been  at,  or 
heard  from,  the  camp  of  General  Winder ;  that 
there  was  an  alarming  silence  with  respect  to 
General  Winder,  who  had  aone  out  to  reconnoi- 
tre the  enemy,  and  had  not  been  heard  of;  and  it 
was  feared  he  was  taken :  that  General  Smith 
had,  by  persuasion,  taken  the  command ;  and  that 
they  would  move  towards,  and  join  him  before 
morning,  he  expected,  from  the  Battalion  Old 
Fields ;  and  advised  vigilance  to  prevent  surprise. 
Soon  after  the  departure  of  Colonel  Monroe,  the 
advance  pickets,  on  the  road  by  which  we  expect- 
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•d  the  enemy,  aod  whieh  was  ibe  direct  one  from 
Marlboroagb,  fired  ;  md,  in  a  few  moments,  my 
whole  command  was  under  arms,  and  prepared 
for  action.  The  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Tilgh- 
man,  who  had  come  into  town  a  little  after  dark 
for  refreshments,  were  ordered  down  the  Marlbo- 
rough road,  except  Captain  Herbert,  with  his 
troop,  who  was  directed  to  posh  down  the  road, 
toward  the  Battalion  Old  Fields,  until  he  should 
fall  in  with  Qeneral  Winder's  army,  which  I  was 
confident  would  join  me  that  night. 

The  troops  were  under  arms  until  after  two 
o'clock  A.  M.  of  the  24th,  when,  being  adrised  by 
the  cavalry  that  the  enemy  were  not  near,  I  or- 
dered them  to  retire  to  their  tents,  but  to  be  ready 
to  turn  out  at  a  moment's  warning ;  and  strong 
pickets  guards  were  placed  on  the  road  in  erery 
direction.  Supposing  my  right  and  rear  covered 
by  General  Winder's  force,  i  felt  no  apprehen- 
sions of  surprise  there;  and  no  expectation  that 
the  enemy,  without  first  beating  Gteneral  Winder, 
could  approach  me,  either  by  the  Battalion  or 
river  road.  But,  about  half  after  two  o'clock  A. 
BL.  Major  Bates,  Assistant  Adjutant  General  of 
militia,  came  to  me  from  Washington,  with  a 
message  from  General  Winder,  informing  me 
that  Gieneral  Winder  had  retreated  from  the  Bat- 
Ulion  Old  Fields  into  the  City  of  Washington, 
across  the  bridge ;  whieh  he  had  ordered  to  be 
burnt ;  and  that  the  General  expected  I  would  re- 
sist the  enemy  as  long  as  possible,  should  he  move 
against  me  in  that  direction.  Thus  was  my  ex- 
pectation of  security  from  the  Battalion  and  river 
roads  cut  off*,  my  right  flank  and  rear  uncovered, 
and  liable  to  be  attacked  and  turned,  without  the 
possibility  of  securing  it,  in  the  position  I  then 
lay. 

I  instantly  sent  for  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sterret, 
of  the  5th,  Major  Pinkney,  of  the  rifle  corps,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Ragan,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Bhutz  being  present,  officers  in  whom  I  placed 
the  highest  confidence,  and  stated  to  them  the 
information  and  orders  I  had  just  received  from 
General  Winder,  and  our  situation  with  respect 
to  the  enemy ;  they  were  unanimous  in  opinion 
that  our  situation  on  that  hill  could  not  be  de- 
fended with  the  force  then  under  my  command, 
worn  down  with  hunger  and  fatigue  as  they  were, 
and  that  it  was  indispensably  necessary,  tor  the 
aecurity  of  the  arm^,  that  we  should  immediately 
retire  across  the  bridge  of  Biadensburg,  and  take 
a  position  on  the  road  between  Biadensburg  and 
the  city,  which  we  could  defend.  Colonel  Tilgh- 
man  of  the  caralry  observed  he  thought  we  had 
no  time  to  lose.  In  this  opinion  I  perfectly  coin- 
cided. Orders  were  instantly  given  to  strike  tents, 
and  prepare  to  march,  and  in  about  thirty  min- 
utes, without  noise  or  confusion,  the  whole  were 
in  motion,  and,  about  half  past  three  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  passed  the  bridge  at  Biadensburg 
leading  to  the  City  of  Washington.  Securing 
our  rear  from  surprise,  we  halted  in  the  road  until 
the  approach  of  day,  with  a  view  of  finding  some 
place  where  water  could  be  had,  in  order  that  the 
men  might  cook  their  provisions,  and  refresh 
themselves  for  a  few  momenis.    The  provitioas 


consisted  of  sail  beef  of  ao  inferior  foa/ity,  tk 
flour  old  and  musty.  At  dajrligh^I  moved  oa 
to  the  foot  of  a  hill  near  a  brtekjaii  and  tbm 
ordered  the  troops  to  refresh  cheSBsdTtiL  Tkii 
was  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  BUosbirig. 

Early  in  the  morning,  I  had  despatcM  Major 
Wood  year  to  WashingtOD,  to  infora  Qtaeral 
Winder  of  my  movements  and  sitaaiioa;  oC  the 
exhausted  state  of  the  troops,  and  the  isfnctiea- 
bility  of  their  meeting  the  enemy,  io  their  pmest 
fatigued  state,  with  any  prospeet  oi  success,  n- 
iess  reinforced.  I  rode  to  the  top  of  the  bill » 
examine  the  country.  On  my  deseeuliae  it 
again,  a  note  was  presented  to  me,  by  an  ei^es 
from  General  Winder,  dated  at  Waskiiftoa. 
(written  I  presume  without  a  knowledge  of  ny 
movements,)  directing  me  to  oppaait  the  eBcoT, 
as  long  as  I  could,  should  he  anempt  a  pssast 
by  the  way  of  Biadensburg.  Thu  note  I  hire 
mislaid. 

I  called  a  council  of  war,  consisting  of  Ltenteum 
Colonels  Sterret  aod  Ragan,  and  Major  Piokofj. 
I  laid  the  letter  before  them.  Coload  Siertvt  ob- 
served, that  he  marched  from  Baltimorewillad^ 
termination  to  defend  the  city ;  that  his  nca.  *^ 
day  before,  by  a  forced  march  from  tfef  Beck 
tavern,  or  Soowden's,  reached  Blademta  with- 
out halting  to  cook ;  that  they  had  been  sdierinis 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  night,  'vrithoot  uy  skcf 
or  food ;  that  Major  Pinkney's  riilemea,  asd  tla 
two  companies  of  artillery,  were  in  the  ssbk  sirta- 
tion ;  and  that  they  were  so  completely  won  dsn 
and  exhausted,  that  he  should  consider  it  i  ^vcri- 
flee  of  both  officers  and  men,  to  iseek  the  esesf  ti 
any  considerable  distance  from  General  Wmderi 
force,  as  no  good  could  result  therefrooi.  Msj^r 
Pinkney  and  Colonel  Ragan  expressed  ikemsrlres 
to  the  same  effect;  and,  with  Gf4oee/  Simet, 
urged  the  propriety  of  moving  further  oo  f^e  r<md 
towards  the  city,  with  a  view  i^  cak^i  seaad  on 
some  more  favorable  ground  for  de^^ce,  with  a 
better  prospect  of  being  joiued  bf  ffre  faices  under 
Gieneral  Winder;  and expresxd  their wiUingness 
to  give  their  opinions  in  writing.  I  could  not  but 
admit  the  correctness  of  their  views,  and  ordsnd 
the  wagons  to  move  on  slowly  towards  ihc  eity; 
intending  to  follow  on  with  the  troops. 

At  this  moment,  Major  Woodyear  manci 
from  Washington,  with  positive  orders  fromGcs- 
eral  Winder  to  give  the  enemy  battle  at  BVadesv 
burg,  should  he  move  that  way^,  and  that  he  week 
join  me  if  necessary. 

I  immediately  ordered  the  troops  to  retrace  tbsr 
steps  to  Biadensburg,  determined  to  maiauis,  if 
possible,  the  ground,  at  all  hazards. 

On  arriving  in  the  orchard  near  the  mtIL  I  & 
rected  the  artillery  to  post  themselves  behisd  i 
small  breastwork  of  dirt,  that  lately  had  bfe 
thrown  op  by  Colonel  Wadsworth.  ThisbittEfr 
commanded  the  pass  into  Biadensburg  zai  '^' 
bridn^e  southwesterly  of  the  town.  Our  trtinr' 
consisted  of  six  six-pounders;  Major  Pinkar 
battalion  of  riflemen  on  their  right,  under  cs^ 
of  the  town  and  bushes,  also  commandiar^ 
pass  by  the  bridge;  two  companies  frooii^ 
tenant  Colonel  Shutz's  regiment,  under  thtt^ 
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sand  of  Captains  Dneker  and  Qortoeh,  acting  as 
iflemen,  althoagh  prtoeipallf  armed  with  mns- 
etSf  on  the  left  of  the  artillery,  near  and  protected 
y  the  barni  intended  to  defend  the  road  leading 
y  the  mill  on  the  left  of  the  battery  into  the  field; 
/olonel  Sterret's  regiment  was  h«lted  in  the 
re  hard,  on  the  right  and  in  the  rear,  and  the 
•giments  of  Colonels  Ragan  and  Shuts  were 
Iso  halted  in  the  orchard  in  the  rear,  and  on  the 
ft  flank  near  the  creek.  My  intentions  were, 
lat  they  should  remain  here  to  refresh  them- 
>lires  as  long  as  possible,  and  as  soon  as  the 
lemy  appeared,  to  form  Colonel  Sterret's  regi- 
lent  (in  whom  I  placed  great  coofidence)  on  the 
ght,  their  left  resting  on  and  supporting  the 
ght  of  Major  Pinkney's  riflemen,  in  Wew  of  the 
ridge,  and  fronting  the  road,  along  which  ran  a 
«ce,  and  act  as  occasion  should  require.  Col- 
aeU  Hagan's  and  Shotz's  regiments  were  to  be 
rawn  up  in  eehellon,  their  right  resting  on  the 
ft  of  Captains  Ducker'a  and  Gtorsuch's  rifle 
>mpanies,  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
ressing  and  turning  our  left,  hoping  that  General 
binder  would  join  me  before  the  battle  would 
ommenoe,  and  occupy  the  ground  in  my  rear'jas 
second  line. 

About  eleren  o'clock,  A.  M.,  I  was  informed  by 
dragoon  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Beall,  that  he 
as  on  the  road  from  Annapolis  to  Bladensburg, 
it h  about  eieht  hundred  men,  distant  from  me 
>out  fi?e  miles,  and  wished  to  know  the  distance 
nd  situation  of  the  enemy.  I  directed  the  dra- 
>oa  to  return  and  inform  him  that  I  bad  that 
loment  received  information  that  the  British, 
ith  their  whole  force,  were  approaching  Bla- 
•Dsburg  by  the  river  road,  and  that  they  were 
ily  three  and  a  half  miles  distant;  and  advised 
\o  Colonel  to  file  off'  to  his  right,  and  cross  above 
ladensbnrg,  to  fall  into  an  old  road,  which  I 
nderstoodled  to  our  left  towards  Washington ; 
id  take  a  position  on  the  high  grounds,  north 
id  Dorth  wast  of  Bladensburg,  which  would  com- 
letely  protect  my  left  by  preventing  the  enemj 
om  out-flanking  us  that  way,  and  force  their 
laio  body  across  tha  bridge,  in  the  fiice  of  my 
'Cillery  and  riflemen  on  the  main  road,  and  ex- 
>ae  them  to  the  fire  of  the  fifth  regiment,  under 
olooel  Sterret,  who  would  he  protected  by  the 
nee. 

This  advice  it  appeared  Colonel  Beall  only 
lok  in  part,  I  praume  from  an  anxious  wish  to 
ace  himself  between  the  eoemv  and  the  city. 
[e  sent  his  bagaage  off  to  the  right,  and  with  his 
oops  passed  the  bridge  at  Bladensburg,  about 
lirty  minutes  before  the  eoemy[  appeared  on  Mr. 
owndes'  hill,  and  took  his  station  on  the  hill,  as 
was  informed,  near  the  brick  kiln  where  we 
lUed  in  the  morning,  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
I  my  rear,  and  on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  to 
le  city.  About  meridian,  the  enemy  could 
early  be  seen  making  towards  us  by  the  rifer 
>ad. 

While  I  was  s[iviog  some  directions  to  theartil- 
ry,  I  found  Lieutenant  Colonels  Ragan's  and 
hutz's  regiments  had  been  moved  from  the  place 
'here  I  had  stationed  them,  and  marched  out  of 


th^orehard  up  the  hill,  and  formed  in  order  of 
battle  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  above 
the  orchard,  and  upwards  of  five  nondred  vards 
in  the  rear  of  the  artillery  and  riflemen.  l*hus 
uncovered  by  the  trees  of  the  orchard,  their  situ- 
ation and  numbers  were  clearly  seen  by  the 
enemy  from  Lowndes'  hill,  and  the  flanks  of  the 
artillery  and  riflemen  unprotected,  and  laid  liable 
to  be  turnedi  our  main  body  bein^  placed  too  far 
off"  to  render  them  any  aid.  On  riding  up  the  hill 
rto  know  who  had  ordered  this  movement,  I  was 
informed  that  General  Winder  was  on  the  ground. 
At  this  time  i  met  with  Brigadier  Qeneral  Smith, 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  some  conversa- 
tion  took  place  between  us  respecting  the  order  of 
battle  and  seniority;  the  particulars  I  do  not  re- 
collect. I  immediately  rode  to  the  mill,  where  I 
understood  General  Winder  was,  and  found  him 
reeoonoitering  the  position  of  the  enemy.  While 
in  conversation  with  him,  the  fifth  regiment  was 
taken  out  of  the  orchard,  marched  up  the  hill,  and 
stationed  on  the  left  of  Colonel  Shutz's  regiment, 
that  of  Colonel  Regan's  be^pg  on  the  right,  its 
right  resting  on  the  main  road ;  but,  as  I  before 
observed,  the  whole  at  so  great  a  distance  from 
the  artillery  and  riflemen,  that  they  bad  to  con-> 
tend  with  the  whole  British  force,  and  so  much 
exposed,  that  it  has  been  a  cause  of  astonishment 
they  preserved  their  ground  so  long,  and  ulti- 
mately succeeded  in  retreating.  Whose  plan  this 
was,  I  know  not;  it  was  not  mine;  nor  did  it 
meet  with  my  approbation ;  but  finding  a  superior 
officer  on  the  ground,  I  concluded  he  had  ordered 
it,  consequently  did  not  interfere.  Qeneral  Winder 
asked  me  where  I  meant  to  take  my  station?  I 
answered,  about  the  centre  of  my  brigade.  He  said 
he  would  take  his  on  the  left  of  the  fifth  regiment. 
General  Winder  was  extremely  active  in  giving 
directions  and  in  encouraging  the  men,  1  took 
my  station  in  the  centre  of  Colonels  Ragah's  and 
Shutz's  regimen  to,  but  occasionally  rode  along 
the  line,  encouraging^  the  men,  and  giving  orders 
to  the  officers.  Major  Woodyear  I  directed  to 
keep  with  the  left  of  Colonel  Shutz's  regiment, 
to  cheer  up  the  men,  and  assist  the  officers.  Maior 
Randall  rode  with  me.  Soon  after,  the  action 
commenced  by  the  artillery  and  riflemen  at  the 
battery.  The  flre  of  the  artillery  had  great  effect, 
and  evidently  produced  confusion  in  the  ranks  of 
the  enemy,  who  took  shelter  behind  a  warehouse, 
from  whence  they  fired  rockets;  but  a  few  well 
directed  shots  drove  them  from  this  position.  A 
fiauking  party,  concealed  by  the  banks  and  bushes, 
pushed  up  the  river  to  turn  our  left,  whilst  a 
strong  force  attempted  the  bridge;  but  the  inces- 
sant and  well  directed  fire  from  our  artillery  and 
riflemen  at  the  battery  occasioned  evident  con- 
fusion amongst  their  ranks, so  much  so,  that  their 
officers  could  be  seen  actively  engaged  preventiog 
their  retreating,  and  pushing  them  on  to  the  bridffe; 
and  here  I  think  the  enemy  suffered  coosiderably. 
At  length  they  succeeded  in  passing  the  bridge  in. 
small  parties,  at  full  speed,  which  formed  after 
crossing.  I  had  ordered  forty  horsemen  with  axes, 
to  cut  away  this  bridge  before  the  near  approach 
of  the  enemyi  and  saw  them  with  their  axes. 
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Why  Ihis  order  was  nol  executed,  I  never  eSold 
learn.  It  is  certain  the  enemjr  coold  have  forded 
the  stream  above  i  but  I  considered  it  would,  in 
some  decree,  impede  their  progress,  and  give  our 
artillery  and  riflemen  more  time  and  opportunity 
to  act  with  effect  against  them< 

The  artillery  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Myer  and  Magruder,  and  the  riflemen,  the  whole 
under  the  command  of  Major  Pinkney,  behaved 
in  the  most  gallant  manner  f  (this  gallant  officer 
in  tlie  course  of  the  action  was  severely  wounded) 
but  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  and  the  ra- 
pidity with  which  he  moved,  compelled  them  to 
retire ;  but  one  of  the  pieces  was  lost,  and  this 
was  rendered  harmless  before  it  was  abandoned. 

The  enemy  took  every  advantage  of  the  cover 
afforded  them  by  the  trees  of  the  orchard,  and 
their  light  troops  from  thence  kept  up  a  gaiUng 
fire  on  our  line.  On  this  party,  when  advanced 
nearer,  the  fifth  regiment,  under  Colonel  Sterret, 
opened  a  steady  and  well  directed  fire,  which  was 
followed  by  the  fire  from  the  right,  and  ulti- 
matelv  from  our  centre,  when  the  firing  on  both 
sides  oecame  genial.  After  a  few  rounds,  the 
troops  on  the  right  began  to  break.  I  rode  along  the 
line,  and  gave  orders  to  the  officers  to  cut  down 
those  who  attempted  to  fly,  and  suffer  no  man  to 
leave  the  lines.  On  arriving  at  the  left  of  the 
centre  regiment,  I  fouod  Xiieo tenant  Colonel 
Shtttie's  and  Ragan^^  regiments  fled  in  disorder, 
notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  exertions  of 
their  officers  to  prevent  it.  On  the  left,  I  soon 
after  discovered  a  part  of  the  fifth  regiment  givins 
way,  and  that  excellent  officer  Lieutenant  Cof 
onel  Sterret,  with  those  under  him,  most  actively 
engaged  forming  them  again.  Soon  after,  the 
retreat  became  general,  and  all  attempts  to  rally 
them,  and  make  a  second  stand,  were  fruitless. 
With  a  body  of  United  States'  cavalry,  I  endea- 
vored to  protect  the  rear  and  right  of  tbe  retreat- 
ing men,  so  as  to  prevent  iheir  falling  into  the 
enemy's  possession. 

The  men  under  my  command  were  worn 
down  and  nearly  exhausted  from  loog  and  forced 
marches,  want  of  food,  and  watching.  They  had 
been,  with  very  little  intermission,  under  arms 
and  marching  from  the  time  of  their  ^departure 
from  Baltimore,  with  but  little  sleep,  bad  provis- 
ions, and  but  little  opportunity  to  cook.  They 
certainly  were  not  in  a  situation  to  go  into  battle; 
but  my  orders  were  positive,  and  i  was  deter* 
mined  to  obey  them. 

Before  and  during  the  action,  I  did  not  see  any 
of  the  force  I  was  led  to  expect  would  support 
me.  I  understood  since,  they  were  on  their  way 
to  my  assistance,  and  I  presume  exertious  were 
made  to  briqg  them  up. 

Before  and  during  the  retreat,  I  heard  the 
thunder  of  Commodore  Barney's  artillery ;  but 
till  then  I  did  not  know  he  was  near.  I  believe 
there  were  few  if  any  other  troops  in  the  field 
.  when  the  action  commenced,  than  the  three  regi- 
meats  of  infantry,  under  Lieutenant  Colonels 
Sterret,  Rafan,  and  Shutz,  Major  Pinkoey's  bat- 
talion of  riflemeD,  Captains  Myer'^  and  Magrn- 
der's  companies  of  artillery,  amounting  to  about 


two  thousand  one  hoadred  end  £ftf,adttiei 
two  regiments  of  cavalry,  who  414  at  let. 

Qeaeral  Winder,  on  the  field  of  h&kdi^ijK 
all  possible  zeal,  activity,  sod  penoul  breq. 
in  eacon raffing  the  men  to  fi|iit,ui titer  ^ 
broke,  in  bis  exertions  to  nlly  ika 

I  saw  the  President  and  some  of  ikU  of 
Departments  in  the  field,  bat  did  ootpHtmtiiit 
any  of  them  took  any  part  in  tlie  ami^t 
made  for  battle.  Colonel  Mosroe,  ihc  ik  k- 
retary  of  Sute.  apjpetred  eztfcmeljKttKi&tai 
efforts  to  aid  the  officers  in  ike  disckirpof  ^ 
duties,  and  exposed  himself  to  inachdn{tr. 

To  my  aid-de-camp^MijorBdvud&Woo^ 
year,  and  my  acting  Brigade  Major,  Mtj* M 
Randall,  I  am  much  indebted  for  tbcir  nmm 
exertions  in  encouraging  tlie  iiieB  yort  d 
dutinff  the  action,  and  the  zeal  displifedbftba 
in  thel^attelnpto  to  keep  the  ranb  aBbnkn,iii 
to  rally  the  naen,  in  which  they  in  mk  ^ 
succeeded ;  for  the  comptoy  of  Ctpau  G» 
way,  and  part  of  Shower's  tad  Ruhil'i  m 
rallied,  and  were  among  the  last  (nofBAB 
left  the  field,  and  did  not  retreat  vd  M 
some  of  them  were  killed,  and  feroilm 
wounded.  ^ 

On  arriving  at  the  eity,  with  ptrtrfCiW 
Lavall's  United  States'  aralry  eoTenif  w  » 
treat,  and  collecting  the  rear  of  ow  «««■ 
troops,  I  found  General  Wioder'j  eoanu^^ 
passed  through  it  towards  Geoigetofi.  i  f 
eeeded  there,  and  then  foUowcd  totrif  t^v 
miles  beyond  it,  where  I  overtook  hia  will "f 
collecting  under  his  comaiaDd,  and  soa<«u^ 
of  my  brigade.  The  army  thcaee  pRWjrt" 
Montgomery  Courthooss  on  the  25(li  oi  Ai^ 
where  it  was  hourly  reinforced  bftii«"*'" 
from  the  field.  ^, .  ^ 

As  there  had  been  no  place  *f",2,^ 
Commanding  General,  prerioostf  ^Jr^ 
which  the  men  should  f^^^'^^1^ 
many  of  those  under  my  «•«?»'* " 
had  fled  from  the  field  towadiB^tuDOR-     . 

On  the  25ih  I  directed  m!»4*TlKh^ 
year,  to  posh  on  from  M(»i|oa«!^"5 
to  that  place,  organixe  the  ^«^?fZ 
bring  them  on  to  any  poiet  that  wK(*> 
stiould  direct.  .     ,„  aa^ 

On  Friday,  August  26th,  ai  »bo«  wj^ 
A.  M,  we  took  up  the  line  of  ^^^ 
gomery  Courthouse,  on  the  road  \^^J"^ 
Smore,  with  the  United  Siaiei'  "^^JJ^^ 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott;  Major  Peter*  ^ 
aruUery ;  General  Smith's  bnpde  otj^ 
troops;  the  regiment  of  mUitia  ^^^rfl 
and  Ann  Arundel  county,  cofflimoflM  \^ 
tenant  Colonels  BeaU  and  Hood;  sooc  "^ 
from  Frederick,  Alleghany,  and  ^^Tui 
large  body  of  cavalry,  and  part  of  my  ^ 
draughted  mUiiia-«  force  respectaUetf»- 
hers  and  appeaiance-and  that  «"««  tf^ 
about  half  way  between  Montgomery  w« 
and Ellicott'S  upper  mills.    GeoeralW^^ 
ing  received  some  information  r»P^ 
enemy,  indicating  intentions  of  ""OJ"^  u- 
Baltimore,  concluded  his  prcaeoce  tk&t^ 
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ispenmUe.    Hewt  oat  for  that  place,  Jeaviag  I  dispwitioa  of  the  troops  of  Wuhington  and 
16  io  conamand  of  the  army,  with  directioas  to    Georgetown,  onder  my  command,  from  the  pe- 


Alow  him  io  the  roorniog.     Colonel  Mooroe 
ras  with  us. 

During  this  nighx sereral  expresses  arrired from 
le  City  of  Washington,  by  whom  1  was  informed 
^  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  said  to  be  in  such 
iste  and  confaston  that  many  of  their  soldiers 
ere  straggling  about  in  every  direction;  that 
e  main  army,  after  reaching  Bladensborg,  had 
ken  the  road  to  Marlborough,  leaving  their 
>unded.  I  ordered  the  cavalry  to  follow  them, 
rass  their  rear,  and  pick  up  the  stragglers.  Re- 
rts  from  Georgetown  and  the  city  reached  me, 
At  the  arms  of  many  of  the  enemy  had  fallen 
to  the  hands  of  the  blacks,  and  it  was  appre- 
nded  that  they  would  take  advantage  of  the 
sence  of  the  men  to  insult  the  females,  and 
mpleie  the  work  of  destruction  commenced  by 
s  enemy;  and  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of 
igadier  General  Smith  and  Major  Peter,  who 
pressed  much  anxiety  respecting  their  families, 
d  considering  it  all  important  to  prevent  fur- 
ir  injury  to  the  city,  I  ordered  the  troops  of 
i  Di;iirict  of  Columbia  to  move  thither  for  its 
)tectiono 

Having  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  re- 
ated  to  their  shipping,  I  ordered  the  Prince 
orge's  troops  down  to  Bladensburg,  and  those 
der  the  command  of  Lieutenant  CulonelsBeall 
1  Hood  to  remain  encamped  on  the  ground  then 
iupied,  until  they  had  orders  from  General 
inder ;  and  in  the  morning  of  the  27(h,  With 

United  States'  infantry,  my  brigade,  and  part 
Colonel  Lavairs  cavalry,  marched  for  Balti- 
re  in  a  very  heavy  rain.  On  my  arrival  there 
he  evening,  I  waited  on  General  Winder,  and 
ailed  to  him  what  I  had  done  since  he  left  me, 
h  which  he  appeared  well  pleased, 
lefore  I  conclude,  I  must  observe  that  Major 
kney,  with  most  of  his  battalion,  and  part  of 
two  companies  of  artillery,  retired  from  their 
anced  position  to  the  left  or  the  fifth  regiment, 
I  wiih  that  regiment  continued  to  behave  with 
t  gallantry  which  had  distinguished  them  in 
onset,  and  only  retired  when  pressed  by  supe- 

n umbers,  and  then,  as  I  am  informed,  by  or- 
i  from  the  Commanding  General. 

TOBIAS  £•  STANSBURY. 
[on.  R.  M.  JoBNSON,  CSiairmany  fc 


General  W.  SmUh^t  StaiemenL 

Camp,  WASHtnaTON,  Oefofter  6, 1814. 

ir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained 
our  favor  of  the  28th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy 
.  resolution  of  the  honorable  the  House  of 
iresentatives  of  the  United  States,  appointing 
mmittee  to  investigate  the  causes  which  led 
le  success  of  the  enemy,  in  his  late  enterprise 
nst  this  city,  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to 


riod  they  were  called  into  service,  until  the  24th 
of  August,  the  disastrous  day  of  battle  at  Bla- 
densburg,  together  with  such  facts  and  circum- 
stances relative  to  the  subject  as  present  them- 
selves. 

Ltite  at  night  on  the  18th  August,  I  received 
orders  to  call  out  the  whole  of  the  brigade  under 
my  command,  to  rendezvous  on  the  evening  of 
the  following  day  on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber,  in 
Washington,  and  to  report  to  General  Winder. 
The  troops  assembled  according  to  orders,  but 
being  deficient  in  many  essential  supplies  for  ac- 
tual service,  were,  after  an  inspection,  dismissed 
until  the  ensuing  morning,  the  20th,  when  every 
exertion  on  the  part  of  the  ofiicers  being  made  to 
perfect  their  equipment,  they  moved  off  from  the 
Capitol  about  3  P.  M.,  crossed  the  Eastern  Branch, 
and  halted  four  miles  therefrom,  on  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Nottingham.    They  were  here  overtaken 
by  the  baggage,  when  it  was  ascertained  there 
was  a  great  deficiency  of  necessary  camp  equi- 
page, the  public  stores  being  exhausted ;  many  of 
the  troops  were  compelled  to  lay  out  in  the  open 
field  ;  and  of  the  essential  article  of  flints,  upon 
a  requisition  of  one  thousand,  only  two  hundred 
could  be  had.    Means  were  immediately  adopted 
to  supply  the  latter  defect  from  private  resources; 
the  former  was  never  accomplished.    On  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  the  2lst,  the  militia  companies 
deficient  in  numbers  were  consolidated,  and  the 
supernumerary  officers  detached  to  bring  up  de- 
linquents.   The  force  on  the  ground  amounted 
to  about  one  thousand  and  seventy,  comprised 
into  two  regiments,  commanded  by  Colonels  Ma- 
gruder  and  Brent,  and  consisting  of  the  following 
description  of  troops:  two  companies  of  artillery, 
twelve  six  pounders,  and  twonundred  and  ten 
men ;  two  companies  of  riflemen,  nominally,  but 
armed  with  muskets,  the  Secretary  of  War  bar- 
ing declined  or  refused  to  furnish  rifles,  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  men;  one  company  of  ffrena- 
diers,  forty  men;  and  five  companies  oflight 
iofantrjr,  about  two  hundred  and  nfty  men,  in  all 
about  six  hundred  and  seventy  of  volunteers,  the 
residue  common  militia.    Having  here  done  all 
that  could  be  done  for  the  organization  of  the 
troops,  and  to  enable  them  to  move  with  celerity, 
thev  were,  according  to  previous  orders  from  Gen- 
eral Winder,  put  in  motion,  and  after  a  hot  and 
fatiguing  march,  encamped  that  evening  after 
dusk  near  the  Woodyard.    At  this  place  f  found 
the  United  States'  36th  regiment.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Scott,  about  three  hundred  and  fifty 
strong,  and  a  squadron   of  cavalry,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tilghman;  the 
latter  soon  after  moved  ofi*  to  reconnoitre  on  the 
different  roads  between  the  Woodyard,  Marlbor- 
ough, and  Nottingham.    While  the  troops  were 
occupying  the  ground,  1  received  a  message  from 
General  Winder,  then  at  the  Woodyard,  request- 
ing an  interview  at  his  quarters;  after  which  I 

his 


mt,  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee, ,  .-^  o.,  .u...,..^  «.  «.»  4«-..cia^  «,icr  wnj 
followlog  detailed  report,  as  connected  with    returned  to  camp  at  9  o'clock,  and  again,  at 
inquiry,  and  embracing,  as  you  wish,  a  view  I  request,  joined  him  at  12,  where  Colonel  Monroe 
le  numbers,  the  movements,  the  conduct,  and  I  soon  after  arrived  with  the  intelligence  of  the  ar- 
13th  Con.  dd  SjB8S.-^5i8 
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rival  at  Nottingham,  (distant  about  twelre  miles^ 
of  the  eoemy,  in  considerable  force,  both  by  land 
and  water.  I  received  orders  immediately  to  re- 
tarn  to  camp  and  hold  the  troops  in  readiness  to 
march  at  the  shortest  notice,  and  was  instructed 
by  General  Winder  to  direct  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Scott,  of  the  36th  United  States'  regiment,  to  get 
his  men  immediately  under  arms,  and  to  march 
according  to  orders  previous! yr  given  him.  I 
reached  the  camp  about  two  o'clock,  A.  M. ;  the 
troops  were  roused,  the  tents  struck,  the  baggage 
wagons  loaded,  and  the  men  got  immediately  un- 
der arms,  and  so  remained  until  sunrise  the  22d, 
when  txeneral  Winder  arrived  and  directed  an 
advanced  corps  to  be  formed  and  march  immedi- 
ately, to  consist  of  about  three  hundred  men,  ar- 
tillerists  and  infantrv.  This  was  promptly  done, 
and  placed  under  the  direction  of  Ma^or  Peter, 
consisting  of  his  own  artillery,  Captam  David- 
son's light  infantry,  and  Captain  Stnll's  rifle  corps, 
armed  with  muskeu.  They  moved  immediately 
on  the  road  to  Nottinffbam,  and  were  soon  after 
followed  by  the  main  body  to  support  them.  Ma- 
jor Peter  with  the  advance  corps  moved  on  for 
four  or  Ave  miles,  when  he  fell  in  with  Colonel 
Lavall's  cavalry,  a  part  of  Colonel  Tilghman's, 
and  the  36th  Unitea  States'  regiment,  retiring. 
The  troops  were  halted,  and  a  position  taken  to 
repel  the  enemy,  now  rapidly  approaching.  Gen- 
eral Winder  here  joined  our  troops,  aod  soon  af- 
ter, orders  were  given  to  fall  back,  which  was 
done.  The  main  body  had  meanwhile  arrived 
at  a  position  within  two  miles  of  the  advance, 
where  they  found  the  marine  corps,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Miller,  with  five  pieces  of 
hesLrj  artillery,  judiciously  posted. 

This  position  not  being  deemed  favorable  for 
the  infantry,  they  were  directed  to  rest  on  their 
arms,  whilst  I  rode  brisklv  forward  to  discover 
one  more  adapted  to  them ;  out  none  presented,  ex- 
cept for  light  troops,  a  body  of  which  was  thrown 
in  advance  into  the  woods,  and  the  residue  of  the 
troops  disposed  of  to  act  according  to  circumstan- 
ces. Here  we  received  advice,  about  H  o'clock, 
of  the  advance  of  the  enemy  aod  of  the  retiring 
of  our  troops,  and  immediately  after,  orders  from 
General  Winder  to  send  ofi*  the  baggage  from 
where  it  had  been  left  in  the  morning,  to  the 
^^Long  Old  Fields,"  and  for  the  troops  to  retire 
Uowly  upon  the  same  road.  About  this  time, 
successive  heavy  explosions  from  the  direction  of 
Marlborough,  announced  the  destruction  of  Com- 
modore Barney's  flotilla,  which  was  known  to  be 
in  that  vicinity,  and  also  that  thb  course  would 
be  adopted,  should  the  enemy  approach  in  such 
force,  by  land  and  water,  as  to  render  the  resist- 
ance unavailing.  It  was  hence  inferred,  that  the 
enemy  had  ascended  the  Patuzent  in  force,  that  a 
column  of  troops  had  co-operated,  by  taking  the 
road  in  that  direction,  which  was  soon  afterwards 
confirmed;  and  with  the  advices  subsequently, 
that  the  whole  of  their  army  had  filed  off  on  that 
road,  and  taken  possession  of  Marlborough.  Our 
troops  baited,  and  assembled  at  the  fork  of  the 
roads,  on  this  side  of  the  Woodyard,  one  of  which 
leads  to  Marlborough,  the  other  to  this  place. 


We  here  fell  in  with  Commodore  Bamf  udl 
sailors,  and  after  a  short  rest  the  whole  mr^: 
and  about  4  P.  M.  arrived  at  the  LoBf  0/rf  Fmi 
Here,  pursuant  to  directions  from  mtnl  Wi\ 
der,  I  assumed  the  command  of  tie  vseaUi 
forces,  those  of  Commodore  Bafnerextqitcdcoi 
sistiog  now  of  the  following  troops,  riz:  Distric 
volunteers  and  militia,  one  mousaoduiisTnitr 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott's  36th  (JoitedSiin 
regiment,  three  hundred  and  fifif;  hmx: 
Colonel  Kramer's  battalion  of  dnD^bte^ciLiui 
two  hundred  and  forty ;  and  Major  Wiiia; 
battalion  of  Prince  George's  militia,  ibni  oi 
hundred  and  fifty;  total  about  eighteen  huiJn 
men.  An  encam  pment  was  formed  for  tbt  li^^ 
and  such  positions  takea  as  were  bestcilei^ 
to  resist  a  night  attack;  the  eanlrf  bdofiin^ 
stationed  in  advance,  in  the  differeot  roaiisla 
ing  to  Marlborough,  with  orders  to  keeppitrailii 
parties  constantly  upon  the  enemy's  qaarimn 
to  advise  of  all  his  movements.  TbenoofBbRi 
greatly  fatigued,  sought  in  sleep  that  rrposr^ 
so  much  wanted ;  in  this  thej  were dtsipiKiiHn 
an  alarm  gun  aroused  themaboatSo'Mic^ 
morning  of  the  23d;  they  were  quicHffcaw 
in  front  of  their  encampment,  and  fep^f* 
made  to  meet  and  repel  the  expected  if»  *' 
in  a  short  time  it  was  ascertained  uiki^ 
alarm,  aod  the  troops  were  dismisse^ita:*^"! 
orders  to  hold  themselves  read^  for  tiieirij^*' 
a  moment's  warning.  At  daylight  Otm^^^ 
der  gave  orders  to  have  the  tcoo  stmcuw  ^• 
baggage  wagons  loaded,  and  that  the  vboic^» 
be  ready  to  move  in  one  boor.  Th«f^ 
were  complied  with,  with  ill  possible eip*^ 
Shortly  after,  the  troops  were  jfot  oarfff » -^. 
and  were  joined  by  another  small  deticlifflrt'^ 
Prince  George's  militia,  onder  the  ««DiBMi " 
Major  Maynard,  about  one  hoBdmf  wj J"-^ 

The  whole  were  held  rn^J^^^^fZum 
orders.  About  this  time  I  receiW  i^^^^ 
from  General  Winder  to  hmf^m'^'^'^. 
corps,  constructed  as  the  oneof^P^"^?  '. 
and  to  be  prepared  to  moreaikiiMW^^^^ 
ders  should  designate.  Pete^.^^^'"! 
StulPs  companies  were  apia  ^^^^^ttsifi^'^ 
purpose,  and  formed  accordmglf-  ^'r  Lsfc- 
of  the  United  States,  accomptoicd^^^^^^^ 
retary  of  War,  and  others  of  huj^^^^ 

came  upon  the  ground  and  r«V  ,  fMi.»atf 
About  10  o'clock.  General  Winder  le^^'^^ 
accompanied  by,  and  baring  onder  bw  w^ 
or  direction,  several  troops  of  f  f^- jju^ 
to  reconnoitre  on  the  road  ^\^^^^r^.laii 
rough  to  Bladensburg,  as  well  w  to ^fli^^^ 
a  position  where  he  might  morecooTw^^ 
municate  with  the  troops  expected  frj"^-^* 
igdirections  that  I  should  report  to  ^^^  J 


leavini 


Cross  lloads,  it  being  the  iD«''f  °"  1:.^ 
proceedingfromtheOTd  Fields, tBdcf^Jj  : 

fore  mentioned  road,  about  fire  inii«s«.y 
orders  were,  that  the  adraoce  troop*  ^"  ^ 
forward  in  the  direction  of  Marlboro"g»;^ 
ire  the  enemy,  approach  him  ^^^  ,  ..,^j 
without  running  too  much  «»»  ^ 
him,  either  in  his  positm  or  m  h«" 
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by  til  the  means  in  their  power,  and  that  I  should 
remain  with  the  main  body  at  the  Old  Fields, 
ind  act  according  to  the  intelligence  I  should  re- 
reive  oi  the  moremeots  of  the  enemy.  If  they 
noved  upon  Bladensburg,  by  the  road  before 
nentioned,  that  I  should  approach  them  by  the 
ntersecting  road  from  the  Old  Fields,  and  attack 
heir  left  flank,  or,  if  upon  the  road  we  now  oc- 
upied,  that  we  should  make  the  best  possible  dis- 
ositions  in  our  power,  and  receive  him  there, 
nless  circumstances  imperiously  forbade;  other- 
rise,  to  retire  by  a  road  in  our  rear  to  Bladens* 
urg  or  to  Washington,  as,  at  the  time,  should 
»em  most  advisable.  In  conformity  with  this 
rrangement^  Major  Peter,  with  the  advance 
orps,  and  with  Capt.  CaldwelPs  cavalry,  which 
ad  joined  us,  marched  about  11  o'clock.  About 
quarter  of  a  mile  in  front  of  our  then  camp,  the 
md  forks,  both  leading  to  Marlborough,  one,  on 
le  main  stage  road,  by  which  the  distance  was 
t>ouc  eight  miles,  the  other  turning  to  the  left,  a 
tore  direct  route,  but  not  so  good  a  road,  about 

X  miles.  This  last  mentioned  road  was  taken 
y  our  advancing  troops.  The  commander  was 
istructed  to  report  every  hour.    The  residue  of 

XI  troops  were  dismissed  to  refresh.  From  this 
^riod  until  2  o'clock,  several  deserters  and  pris- 
lets  were  brought  intacamp.  and  I  was  engaged 

ezamiDiDg^  them,  when  intelligence  was  receiv- 
I  from  Major  Peter  that  the  enemy  had  left 
iarlborougb,  and  were  advancing  rapidly  upon 
e  road  which  we  then  occupied,  in  great  force; 
at,  according  to  his  estimation  of  their  column, 
id  the  best  information  he  could  obtain,  their 
rce  was  net  less  than  six  thousand  men ;  that 
I  had  had  a  skirmish  with  them,  in  which  they 
id  endeavored  to  outflank  him ;  and  that  he  was 
en  retiring  before  them.  A  part  of  Colonel 
ivall's  cavalry  having  then  joined  us,  were  im- 
ediately  detached  to  cover  the  retreat,  and  the 
hole  of  our  troops  ordered  under  arms.  Con- 
rring  with  Commodore  Barney  on  the  subject, 
3rDposed  making  a  stand  in  our  then  position, 
ith  which,  with  nis  characteristic  gallantry,  he 
omptly  acquiesced,  professing  his  willingness 
co-operate  in  any  measures  that  might  be  deem- 
most  advisable.  The  troops  were  immediately 
rmed  in  order  of  battle,  extending  nearly  a  quar- 
:  of  a  mile  on  each  side  of  the  road;  those  of 
immodore  Barney,  with  his  heavy  artillery,  the 
iriues  under  Captain  Miller,  and  the  36th  Uoi- 
1  States'  regiment,  being  posted  on  the  right  of 
i  road  ;  the  District  troops,  and  the  residue  of 
reattached  to  them,  on  the  left — our  advanced 
tops,  as  they  arrived,  taking  their  stations  in  the 
e,  and  the  artillery,  in  which  it  was  ascertained 
i  were  greatly  their  superior,  and  for  which  the 
>uDd  was  admirably  adapted,  so  posted,  as  to 
ve  the  best  effect;  indeed,  so  strong  did  we 
itn  our  position  in  front,  tnat  we  were  appre- 
Qsive  that  the  enemy,  upon  viewing  us,  would 
bear  to  assail  us  by  daylight,  or  that,  availing 
his  numbers,  he  would  endeavor  to  outflank 
To  guard  against  this  last,  parties  of  light 
ops  and  cavalry  were  detached  to  cover  both 
aks.     We  remained  thus,  two  or  three  hours, 


calmly  awaiting  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  our 
videttes  successfully  announcing  his  continued 
progress.  About  5  P.  M.,  General  Winder,  who 
had  been  apprized  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy 
arrived  in  camp.  He  exammed  the  different  po- 
sitions, and  approved  of  them,  but  the  day  being 
now  nearly  spent,  and  it  being  ascertained  that 
the  enemy  had  not  arrived  within  a  distance  in 
which  he  would  now,  probably,  be  able  to  make 
his  attack,  while  it  lasted,  and  it  being  deemed 
unadvisable  to  receives  night  attack  there,  whea 
our  advantage  of  artillery  would  be  unavailing, 
he  gave  the  orders  to  retire  about  sunset,  and  the 
whole  of  the  troops,  much  wearied  and  exhaust- 
ed^ncamped,  late  in  the  night,  within  this  city. 

Thus  terminated  the  four  days  of  service  of  the 
troops  of  this  District,  preceding  the  afiair  at  Bia* 
densburg.  They  had  been  under  arms,  with  bat 
little  intermission,  the  whole  of  the  time,  both 
night  and  day ;  had  traversed,  during  their  dif- 
ferent marches  in  advance  and  retreat,  a  consid* 
erable  tract  of  country,  exposed  to  the  burning 
heat  of  a  sultry  sun  by  day,  and  many  of  them 
to  the  cold  dews  of  the  night,  uncovered.  They 
bad,  in  this  period,  drawn  but  two  rations,  the 
requisition  therefor,  in  the  first  instance,  havinff 
been  but  partially  complied  with,  and  it  being  a? 
ter wards  almost  impossible  to  procure  the  means 
of  transportation,  the  wagons  employed  by  our 
quartermaster  for  that  purpose  being  constantly 
impressed  by  the  Government  agents,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  the  public  records,  when  the 
enemy's  approach  was  known,  and  some  of  them 
thus  seized  while  proceeding  to  take  in  provisions 
for  the  army. 

Those  hardships  and  privations  could  not  but 
be  severely  distressing  to  men,  the  greater  part  of 
whom  possessed  and  enjoyed  at  home  the  means 
of  comtortable  living,  and  from  their  usual  habits 
and  pursuits  in  life  but  ill  qualified  to  endure 
them.  They,  however,  submitted  without  mur- 
muring, evincing  bjr  their  patience,  their  zeal,  and 
the  promptitude  with  which  they  obeyed  every 
order,  a  magnanimity  highly  honorable  to  their 
character.  Great  as  was  their  merit  in  this  re- 
spect, it  was  no  less  so  in  the  spirit  manifested 
whenever  an  order  was  given  to  march  to  meet 
the  foe ;  and,  at  the  **  Long  Old  Fields,"  where 
his  attack  was  momently  expected  in  overwhelm- 
ing force,  they  displayed,  in  presence  of  many 
spectators,  although  scarce  any  of  them  had  ever 
been  in  action,  a  firmness,  a  resolution,  and  an 
intrepidity,  which,  whatever  might  have  been  the 
result,  did  honor  to  their  country. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  the  24th  Auffust,  at 
11  A.  M.,  I  received  orders  from  General  Winder 
to  detach  one  piece  of  artillery  and  one  company 
of  infantry,  to  repair  to  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge, 
and  there  report  to  Colonel  Wadsworth ;  and  to 
proceed  with  the  residue  of  the  troops  to  Bladens- 
burg,  and  take  a  position  to  support  General 
Stansbury.  This  order  was  put  in  immediate 
execution,  and  the  troops  for  Bladensburg  moved 
off  with  all  the  expedition  of  which  they  were 
capable.  Having  put  them  in  motion  I  passed  on 
ahead,  in  order  that  I  might  select  my  positioa 
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•gmiQst  tb«ir  arriva].  I  foond  Geneiml  Sumsburj 
potCed  on  the  west  side  of  the  Esstern  Brmncb,  his 
riffht  restioff  on  the  main  road,  distant  from  the 
bridge  at  Biadeasborg  fire  or  six  hundred  yards, 
and  extending  northeastwardly,  his  left  approach- 
ittg  nearer  to  the  creek.  An  extensive  apple  or- 
chard was  In  his  froot,  and  one  hundred  to  two 
hundred  |rards  in  advance,  a  work  thrown  up, 
eommanding  the  bridge,  occupied  by  a  corps  of 
artillerists,  with  five  or  six  pieces,  and  appeared 
to  be  supported  by  some  rifle  and  light  compa> 
nies.  In  nis  rear,  on  the  right,  was  a  thick  on- 
dersrowth  of  wood,and  directly  behind  that  a  deep 
hollow  or  ravine,  open  or  cleared,  of  about  sixty 
yards  in  width,  which  the  main  road  crosses. 
The  ravine  terminates  on  the  left  in  a  bold  ac- 
clivity, about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  road ; 
the  rest  of  the  ground  in  his  rear  was  open,  un- 
broken, and  {gradually  ascending  fields.  Having 
hastily  examined  the  grounds,  and  concluded  on 
the  dispositions  I  should  make,  I  apprized  Qeneral 
Stansbury  of  my  view,  as  to  the  troops  under  my 
eommand,  suggesting*  that  if  his  line  should  be 
forced,  and  he  could  again  form  on  my  left,  that 
the  nature  of  the  sround  there  would  be  favor- 
able for  a  renewal  of  the  action,  which  might 
then  become  general.  By  this  time  we  received 
advice  that  the  enemy  were  near  Bladensburg, 
and  I  left  him,  to  hasten  the  arrival  of  my  troops. 
They  moved  rapidly  on,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
cessive heat  of  the  day,  covered  with  clouds  of 
dust,  and  were  promptly  disposed  of  as  follows: 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Scott,  with  the  36th  Uni- 
ted Stateb'  regiment^  was  pelted  in  a  field  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  his  right  resting  upon  it,  and  com- 
manding the  road  descending  into  the  ravine  be- 
fore mentioned,  in  the  rear  of  General  Stansbury's 
right,  and  the  rest  of  his  line  commanding  the  as- 
cent from  the  ravine.  This  position  was  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  the  rear  of  the 
front  line,  but  extending  to  the  right.  In  the 
same  field,  about  one  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of 
the  38ih  regiment,  Colonel  Magruder  was  posted 
with  a  part  of  the  1st  regiment  of  District  militia, 
his  right  also  resting  upon  the  road,  the  left  ad- 
vanced, presenting  a  front  obliquely  to  the  road, 
and  situated  to  cover  and  co-operate  with  the  36th 
regiment;  Major  Peter  with  his  artillery, six  six- 

Smnders;  Captain  Davidson's  light  infantry,  and 
aptain  Stull's  rifie  corps,  armed  with  muskets, 
all  of  the  same  regiment,  were  ordered  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  abrupt  acclivity  before  mentioned, 
terminating  the  ravine.  This  was  deemed  a  de- 
sirable position,  because  it  commanded  completely 
the  ravine  and  the  road  crossing  it,  and  a  consid- 
erable extent  of  the  ground  over  which  the  front 
line  would  necessarily  retire  if  forced  back ;  but, 
after  a  short  space  of  time,  report  was  made  to 
me,  that  broken  grounds  interrupted  the  approach 
to  It  with  artillery,  but  by  a  circuitous  route  that 
would  consume  much  time,  and  that,  in  case  of 
retreat,  the  ground  in  the  rear  was  such  as  might 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  guns.  It  was  men- 
tioned, at  the  same  time,  that  near  to  it  was  a 
eommanding  position  for  artillery,  and  easy  of 
acceas  from  and  to  the  road.    I  yielded  with  re- 


Inetance  to  the  abandonment  of  the  ptai&m  Ins 
ordered,  bat  time  did   not   adoiit  ef  ior/aiioB. 
Meanwhile  I  had    posted    Laieoteaiit  CoinA 
Kramer,  with  his  battalion  of  Maryhk  dlall|^^ 
ed  militia,  in  the  wooda,  on  the  right  tftkeras^ 
and  commanding  the  raTioe  ^rhich  cstMtf  ia 
that  direction,  with  ordera  that,  if  foreei,kiMd 
retire  by  his  right,  through  a  body  of  wooiititnt 
direction,  and  rally  and  form  with  theinopiiar 
tinned  in  t  he  rear,  on  the  extreme  ri^ ht.   Gpeea- 
amining  the  position  taken  hj  Major  Peteriki- 
tery,  it  was  found  that  the  range  oi  hisgstsnt 
principally  through  that  part  of  the  field  oeeo^ 
by  the  36th  regiment.    To  remove  one  or  ibeotaer 
became  necessary,  and  the  diflieiiltf  of  tbegnKJ 
for  moving  artillery,  and    the  exi^eocf  of  ik 
movement,  left   no  altemntive.     The  96tk  M 
back  about  one  hundred   yards,  losing,  ia  asae 
measure,  the  advantage  of  ita  eleralM  froasi 
and  leaving  the  road.    The  poaitioa  of  lie  lis 
regiment  District  militia,  from  thia  cireaontiseeL 
was  also  necessarily  changed.     It  ftW  backtta 
the  aame  distance,  its  right  atill  restia;  oa  tk 
road,  and  now  formed,  nearly  in  line  with  ibeJSti 
Of  the  2d  regiment  District  militia,  tws^ieeff 
of  artillery  and  one  company  of  rifleaKavsetf 
with  mubkers,  were,  by   directions  sf  Geeenl 
Winder,  sent  on  to  the   from ;  with  tkase  be 
flanked  the  extreme  left  of  tbe  front  liss;  nis 
pieces  more  of  artillery  were  posted  in  ibe  vnA 
near  the  bridge  at  Bladensburg ;  the  m^sf  ^ 
that  regiment,  about  three   hundred  wti  Mtf 
strong,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Bmc  vas 
formed  as  a  reserve  a  short  diatance  i^  i^  Rsr 
of  Major  Peter's  battery,  and  so  disposed  tita 
act  on  the  right,  or  left,  or  in  froet,  as  oectsita 
might  require.    Near  them  was  posted,  ia  tk 
same  manner.  Major  Waring^  Prioee  Gtor^ 
battalion  of  militia,  about  one  hwaAitd  Mad  ifij. 
Colonel  William  D.  BealS,  with  a  ngiaeot  td 
troops  from  Annapolis,  passed  t^/oagk  Bladens- 
burg as  our  troops  arrived,  and  fsol  a  podtioB  on 
the  right  of  the  road  and  neaify  fronting  it,«  dn- 
tance  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  vards.    Pre- 
vious to  the  arrival  of  the  troops  on*  the  groesd, 
Gkneral  Winder  came  up  from  the  city,  asd  ^ 
ing  made  acquainted  with  the  intended  &pesi- 
tions  of  the  troops,  as  well  as  the  gruood  reserved 
for  Commodore   Harney  and   the  marines,  ap- 
proved of  and  confirmed  them. 

About  half  past  twelve  o'clock,  and  whilst  tk 
troops  were  taking  their  diflerent  positions,  isse* 
merable  rockets  thrown  from  the  heights  of  B^ 
densburg  announced  thearrival  of  the  enemy  tkfre- 
and,  at  this  period.  Commodore  Barney's  Va^'^ 
and  marines,  in  quick  march,  arrived,  and  e^t 
possession  of  the  ground  previously  assigned  tbes 
his  artillery  •being  posted  in  and  nemr  the  r^ 
upon  Its  right,  commanding  the  roaJ  aad  cy< 
field  in  froot,  and  his  infantry,  together  with !" 
marines  under  Captain  Miller,  exteodiog  cr  ? 
right;  thus  occupying  the  interval  of  groirc.> 
tween  Colonel  Magruder's  first  reg-iment  IP^ 
militia,  and  Colonel  Beall's  Maryland  r^*^ 

The  firing  of  artillery  in  front  sooo  coms^"^ 
and  immediately  after,  that  of  mosketry,  a^^ 
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iDd  rapid  soceeMion.  In  a  few  miaaies  the  whole 
ight  and  centre  of  the  front  line,  with  some 
imall  exceptions,  were  seen  retiring  In  disorder 
lod  coofusion.  The  firing  still  continued  on  the 
extreme  left;  sborUy  after,  it  aluo  broke,  and  ai- 
bough  it  retired  in  more  order,  yet  none  could 
le  rallied  so  as  to  renew  the  action  with  effect, 
md  also  soon  entirely  quitted  the  field. 

Meanwhile  the  left  of  the  enemy,  in  heavy 
olumo,  passed  along  the  road  crossing  the  ravine. 
Phey  were  here  encountered  by  the  troops  of 
iJolooel  Kramer,  posted  in  the  woods  on  the  edge 
f  the  ravine.  These,  after  a  short  conflict,  were 
ompeiled  to  retire;  which  they  did  principally 
tnder  cover  of  the  adjacent  woods,  and  Xormed 
vith  the  troops  of  Colonel  Beall  on  the  right, 
rhe  enemy's  column  now  displayed  in  the  field, 
n  the  right  of  the  road.  They  here  became 
xposed  to  the  oblique  fire  of  Major  Peter's 
attery,  which  was  kept  up  with  great  aoima- 
ion.  Still  pressing  on  to  the  front  of  our  right, 
bey  came  in  contact  with  the  heavy  artillery  of 
/om  mod  ore  Barney,  and  of  the  troops  posted 
bere.  Here  the  firing  became  tremendous.  They 
rere  repulsed,  again  returned  to  the  charge,  suc- 
eeded.  in  forcing  the  troops  on  the  right,  and 
oaliy  carried  the  position  of  Commodore  Barney. 

The  dispersion  of  the  front  line  caused  a  dan- 
erous  opening  on  our  left,  of  which  the  enemy 
I  that  quarter  promptly  availed.  He  advanced 
ipidly.  then,  wheelinff  on  his  left,  soon  gained, 
od  was  turning  our  teft  flank.  To  oppose  this 
larming  movement^  I  directed  Colonel  Brent, 
rith  the  second  regiment  of  District  militia,  to 
ike  a  position  still  more  to  the  left;  and  be  was 
roeeeoing  in  the  execution  of  this  order,  when 
rders  eame  from  General  Winder  for  the  whole 
f  the  troops  to  retreat.  The  efforts  of  the  enemy 
ad  hitherto  been  directed  principally  against  the 
Ight  and  left  of  our  whole  line  of  battle.  The 
oops  of  this  District,  and  a  part  of  those  attached 

>  them,  occupying  positions  mostly  in  the  centre, 
od  some  of  them  difficult  of  acceiut,  were  conse- 
aeotly  but  partially  engageft^and  this  principally 
71  th  light  troops  and  bkirmishers^  now  pressing 
7rward,  supported  by  a  column  of  infantry. 

I  here  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  Col- 
nels  Brent  and  Thompson,  Nos.  1  and  2,  show- 
)g  the  positions,  and  the  part  taken  by  their  re- 
pec  live  commands  during  the  action. 

The  order  to  retreat  was  executed  by  regiments 
nd  corps,  as  they  had  been  formed,  and  with  as 
luch  order  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  would 
ermit.  The  first  and  second  regiment  halted 
nd  formed,  after  retreating  five  or  six  hundred 
aces^but  were  a^in  ordered  by  General  Winder 

>  retire.  At  this  moment  I  fell  in  with  General 
binder,  and,  after  a  short  cooferenQe  with  him 
ras  directed  to  move  on,  and  collect  the  troops^ 
nd  prepare  to  make  a  stand  on  the  heights  west<- 
rard  of  the  turnpike  gate.  This  was  done  as 
ist  as  the  troops  came  op.  A  front  was  again 
resented  towards  the  enemy,  consisting  prinei- 
li  Jy  of  the  troops  of  this  District,  a  part  of  those' 
ho  had  been  attached  to  them  in  the  aetion,aod 
Virginia  raiment  of  aboat  four  bondlred  men, 


under  Colonel  Minor,  which  met  us  at  this 
place.  Wbil&t  the  line  was  yet  forming,  t  re- 
ceived orders  from  General  Winder  to  fall  back 
to  the  CapitoL  and  there  form  for  tmttle.  I  took 
the  liberty  of  suggesting  my  impression  of  the 
preferable  situation  we  then  occupied ;  but  ex- 
pecting that  he  might  be  joined  there  by  some  of 
the  dispersed  troops  of  the  front  line,  lie  chose  to 
make  the  stand  there.  Approaching  the  Capitol, 
1  halted  the  troops,  and  requested  his  orders  as 
to  the  formation  ot  the  line.  We  found  no  aux- 
iliaries there.  He  then  conferred  for  a  few  mo- 
ments with  General  Armstrong,  who  was  a  short 
distance  from  us,  and  then  gave  orders  that  the 
whole  should  retreat  through  Washington  and 
Georgetown.  It  is  impossible  todo  ju.^tice  to  the 
angniiih  evinced  by  the  troops  of  Washington 
and  Georgetown  on  the  receiving  of  this  order. 
The  idea  of  leaving  their  families,  their  houses, 
and  their  homes,  at  the  mercy  of  an  enraged  en»- 
mv^  w|is  insop|>ortable.  To  preserve  that  order 
which  was  maintained  during  the  retreat,  wan 
now  no  longer  practicable.  As  they  retired 
through  Washington  and  Georgetown,  numbera 
were  obtaining  and  taking  leave  to  visit  their 
homes,  and  again  rejoining  ;  and  with  ranks  tboa 
broken  and  scattered,  they  halted  at  night  on  th^ 
heights  near  Ten  ley  to  wn^  and,  on  the  ensuing  daf» 
assembled  at  Montgomery  Court-house. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  given  a  detailed,  and  wbal 
will,  I  apprehend,  in  many  respects,  be  deemed 
too  minate  an  account,,  of  the  short  tour  of  ser- 
vice of  the  District  troops  under  my  eommand| 
whiah  preceded  the  captare  of  this  capital.  I  fear 
its  length  may  trespaas  toa  much  oa  the  p«tieaet 
of  yoar  honorable  committee.    1  thought  it,  how^ 
ever,  due  to  the  occasion,  and  conformable  to  th# 
spirit  and  purport  of  yoor  tnooiriet.    I  had  ano- 
ther object.     The  troops  of  Washington  and 
Georgetown  have  been  assailed,  in  the  pabHe 
prints,  and  elsewhere,  with  calumnies  as  no  mer- 
ited as  they  are  cruel  and  wanton.    They  have 
heard  of  them  with   indignant  astonishment. 
Conscious  that  in  no  instance  have  they  been 
wanting  in  the  doty  they  owed  to  their  country 
or  to  themselves,  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  ob^ 
dieoce  to  the  call  of  their  Government,  have, 
with  alacrity,  obeyed  its  orders,  and  inirepidljr 
fronted  an  enemy  vastly  their  superior  in  forcei 
and  never  yielding  the  ground  to  him,  but  by  or* 
ders  emanating  from  snperior  authority,  thef 
cannot  restrain  the  feelings  excited  by  sOcb  man- 
ifest, such  unprovoked  injustice.   They  have  seea 
with  satisfaction  the  resolution  of  Congress  to 
inquire  into  this  subject ;  and  persuaded  of  the 
justice  and  impartiality  of  yoor  honorable  Gomr 
mittee,  entertain  a.  confiklent  assurance  that  the 
result  of  your  investigation  will  affard  relief  to 
their  injured  feelings.    Connected  with  this  sab* 
ject,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  a  letter  of  General 
Winder,  No.  3,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  made  of 
him.  as  to  the  general  conduct  of  the  brigade 
whilst  under  his  command.  1  bave|dke. 

W.  8MITH.  Brig.  QeiKral^ 
FitatCotumtkmBrigadi, 

Hon.  E.  M.  JoBiiaaa. 
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10  the  e?ening  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  Angasti 
when  I  immediately  despatched  a  rtdette  to  Gen- 
eral Winder,  informing  him  of  my  morements, 
and  that  I  should  continue  my  march  to  reach 
his  camp,  unless  otherwise  ordered.    See  No.  12. 

About  one  o'clock  of  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
eighth,  I  received  an  order  from  Colonel  Monroe, 
Secretary  of  State,  informing  me  that  the  Brit- 
ish suuadron  had  passed  the  fort,  and  was  ap- 
proaching the  city;  that  the  fort  surrendered 
without  opposition ;  and  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  desired  that  I  should  move  with  all 
possible  despatch  for  Georgetown,  to  be  in  a  situ- 
ation to  aid  either  Alexandria  or  the  city,  as  cir- 
cumstances might  require.  See  No.  13.  I  soon 
after  took  up  my  line  of  march,  and  reached 
Georgetown,  distant  about  twenty  miles,  at  half 
past  twelve  o'clock,  and  then  marched  to  the 
city,  and  encamped  near  the  President'^  house,  in 
full  view  of  the  enemy's  fleet  lying  at  the  town 
of  Alexandria. 

On  the  thirty-first  of  August  I  was  ordered  to 
march  across  the  Potomac,  and  join  General  Hun- 
gerford,  from  whence  the  bris^ade  was  marched 
to  the  White  House.  See  No.  14.  It  may  be 
proper  for  me  here  to  remark,  (hat,  on  my  route 
to  Conns'  ferry,  I  gave  directions  for  moving  two 
twelve  pounden,  belonging  to  the  corporation  of 
Alezanaria,  out  of  the  enemy's  reach,  and  on  my 
march  to  the  White  House  I  carried  them  with 
me,  and  caused  to  be  removed  from  the  gun- 
house  in  Alexandria,  and  while  it  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  enemv,  the  crews,  sponges,  rammers, 
and  apparatus,  belonging  to  the  guns,  as  abo  the 

Kwder  from  the  powder-house,  and,  as  facts  are 
tter  than  opinions,  permit  me  to  bring  in  view 
the  artillery  so  handsomely  mentioned  by  Cap- 
tain Porter.  Two  of  the  infantry  killed,  and  two 
wounded^  that  had  been  detailed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Janney,show  the  materials  of 
the  brigade  from  which  they  were  drawn ;  the 
rifle  corps  were  also  on  the  flank  of  battery,  and 
did  their  doty,  and  more  to  their  honor,  from 
knowing  that  their  arms  had  previously  been 
condemned.  Whilst  the  troops  lay  at  the  White 
Hous^  some  opportunity  was  afforded  me  during 
the  bombardment  of  that  fort,  as  well  as  on  the 
day  the  enemy^s  fleet  passed  it,  from  the  quantity 
of  large  and  grape  shot  and  rockets  which  fell 
amon 
thei 


American  freeman,  the  most  denraUe;  tbaiHRk 
an  opportunity,  from  circomitinecsbmodtk 
control,  should  have  passed,  withootiil  tie  ol- 
eers  and  privates  of  the  brigade  beii{broo^b!tc 
a  more  earnest  test  of  their  profemioddii- 
positions,  both  for  the  honor  of  their  un,t^ 
selves,  and  beloved  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Ac, 

ROBERT  YOm 
Brif.GoLlidbngadtiiM 

Hon.  R.  M.  JoBHaoN,  Chairman^ ^c 

NoTB. — Fort  Warborton  tod  Port  Wabiif 
ton  is  the  same  places  it  being  diflaaiifoiM 
in  the  different  despatches  received. 


Brigadier  GemraiatgkDm^tSidmA 

BlLIOOTT'8  MlLL8fi^.S0,lSIi 

Dbab  Sib:  In  answer  to  the iaqairreoiiiioei 
in  your  letter  of  the  fifteeotfa,  I  biisteo  tonkm 
you.  that  I  received  the  order  callio; me  loAIrr 
andlria,  and  thence  to  the  Citf  of  Wk^Ib^ 
on  the  Monday  i ro mediately  preceding  liie^ 
straclion  of  the  public  buildiop.  Thiinia 
the  twenfy-second  of  Aogost.   It  imttisfO 
march  my  brigade  immediately  to  y^mm- 
in  pursuance  of  these  orders  oy  bngid^ff>«i(t 
the  greater  part  of  ft,  marebed  oatbesev^ 
the  twenty-third ;  the  residue  orertoskikeaa 
their  march. 

In  relation  to  the  arms,  I  will  idd,  m^ 
Loodonn  regiments  under  my  coaBudin^i 
on  aome  arms  from  Virgioia,  wbieh  tm  Fi7 
deposited  at  Bllicott's  Mills,  aod  oirtlf  dd;f(f«< 
op,  to  be  brought  to  this  place  froB  fiuiiant, 
the  troo|M  haTiag  met  with  HirpeHiFerrfi^ 
with  which  those  were  sapplied  whoe  aw^ 
were  out  of  order.  ,  ^..  r 

The  Fairfax  regiment,  noder  Col««' »•?; 
command,  was  armed  at  Wtsbiiiftf*  "'"  *; 
was  detached  from  me.  Froo  *«  f^  '"'; 
learn  when  he  arrived  in  Wisfcii?»«:*^r^, 
hour  after  his  arrival  *Jeappl«ll«f«"»^^^ 
long  he  was  delayed,  and  wbitfe«  »«  ^^ 

of  delay.  v^- tMt 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  giw  fBrtW  >»"«^ 
tion  that  I  deem  material;  bat,t.uheeooB|^ 

alitbeinforoiuonlp^^ 


.-.».  ._  «..,,. »„„  .„.^c»  wu.uu  .c*.  I  ^"^^  demanded  of  me  an  »"J '"--„ c^„d 

onff  them,  of  forming  a  correct  judgment  of  2"*  *  ^^S'  it  mv  duty  to  f**^"^^^^^^^ 
Ir  firmness,  as  well  as  from  the  circumstance    ***"°t  "^^"^^  mformaiion, in  r^"?;"^;,j  jfe 


of  the  defence  of  a  particular  spot  having  been 
previously  assigned  to  me  aod  my  command,  to 
which,  on  the  first  notice  of  the  action,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  brigade  repaired,  with  a  cheerful 
serenity  of  mind  free  from  the  agitation  or  ap- 
pearance of  panic,  which  warranted  the  highest 
expectations  from  them:  and,  considering  that 
the  brigade  was  called  Into  service  en  masse, 
drawing  persons  from  all  situations  in  life,  on  so  | 
abort  a  notice,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  they  en- 1 
dared  fatigue  and  privation  without  a  murmur; 
and  I  most  sincerely  lament,  both  for  them  and 
myself,  that  so  fair  an  opportunity  should  have 
passed  by— an  opportunity  above  all  others  which 


ing  the  regiment  under  his  coibom^ 
delavs  attending  it,  may  be  perhtp*  ""P"*' 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir,  *J" 

HUGH  DOUGLAS, 

Brig.  Gen. Mhrigodi,^''^' 

lAeuiemaU  CbUmel  Joufk  Sierr^*  Sti^ 

Baltiuokb,  member&^f 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  ackoo pledge «« 
ceipt  of  your  letter  of  the  lUh  iwttnt,ioa 
with  pleasure  give  such  if^fo^^^^fLV!^ 
relative  to  the  unfortunate  aff«»' ^'^  fj^^lTr 

On  the  19th  of  August  last,  tbe  3d  W'^ 


could  have  presented  itself  to  the  mind  of  an  |  Maryland  militia  was  called  into  ikt^ 
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i  United  States.  Oa  the  20th,  the  5th  regi- 
mr,  the  rifle  batialioa,  uoder  Maior  Pinknesr, 
d  two  coropaniea  of  artillery,  tioder  Captains 
i^er  and  Magrader,  making,  together,  about 
ht  band  red  men,  were  ordered  by  General 
icker  to  proceed  to  Bladensburg,  ander  my 
oroand,  where  I  was  to  report  mvself  to  Gene- 
Winder.  On  the  2l8t,  the  whole  took  up  the 
;  of  march;  At  Elk  Ridge  Landing.  I  re- 
ired  a  commooication  from  General  Winder, 
rating  me  to  proceed  to  Snowden's  by  eonve- 
!)t  marches,  and  there  await  his  further  orders, 
the  detachment  set  oat  without  being  com- 
ely equipped,  I  halted  at  the  landing,  to  gire 
opportanity  for  the  further  supplies  to  come 
Howe?er,on  Monday,  the  22d,about  2  o'clock, 
id.,  I  received  an  order  from  General  Winder, 
express,  to  advance  by  forced  marches  to  Bla- 
sburg.  The  whole  of  my  detachment  in- 
tly  struck  their  tents;  and,  with  the  greatest 
rity,  took  up  the  line  of  march.  We  arrived 
he  Buck,  or  Snowdeo's.  at  a  late  hour,  and 
imped  for  the  night.  Early  the  next  morn- 
we  were  in  motion,  and  that  evening  arrived 
iladensburg,  where,  oy  order  of  G^n.  Winder^  I 
placed  under  the  command  of  General  Stans- 
^  The  whole  encampment  was  alarmed 
It  nine  o'clock  that  nignt,  soon  after  my  de- 
ment had  pitched  their  tents,  and  hefore  the 

could  refresh  themselves.  They,  however, 
led  with  cheerfulness  and  alacritv,  and  re- 
led  under  arms  until  about  one  o'clock.  We 
.*  scarcely  dismissed  before  we  were  again 
d  to  arms,  and  about  two  o'clock  were  or* 
i  to  strike  our  tents;  and, finally,  before  da y- 
,  we  marched,  and  crossed  the  bridge  at 
ensburg,  and  took  the  road  to  Washington. 
were  occasionally  halted  and  advanced,  until 
1 11  o'clock,  when  we  were  countermarched, 
formed  in  the  orchard  on  the  west  side  or 
ensbi:trg  bridge,  to  await  the  enemy,  who,  we 

informed,  was  advancing  in  full  force.  I 
r  nothing  of  any  second  line  or  reserve  being 
ed  to  support  us,  and  no  man  of  any  ludg- 
:,  acquainted  with  the  fatigued,  undisciplined, 
nexperlenced  troops,  under  the  command  of 
Tal  Sta  nsbury,  could,  for  a  moment,  suppose 

capable  of  making  a  successful  resistance 
superior,  brave,  and  veteran  enemy,  con- 
d  by  officers  or  great  experience  and  high 
atioD.  In  this  situation  1  concurred  in  opin- 
nriih  Colonel  Ragan  and  Major  Pinkney, 
we  ought  to  fall  back,  and.  by  uniting  with 
»ther  troops  under  General  Winder^  which 

supposed  to  be  between  us  and  Wayhin^- 
ioabte  the  General  to  make  a  better  disposi- 
>f  bis  whole  force;  and  so  advised  General 
ibury,  who,  in  reply,  observed  that  the  order 
positive ;  that  he  must  make  his  stand 
e  he  was ;  to  which,  of  course,  wesuhmitted* 
e  two  companies  of  artillery  and  the  rifle- 
under  Major  Pinkney,  were  detached  from 
nd  stationed  near  the  bridge  at  Bladensburg. 
6fih  was  formed  under  the  directions  of 
lel  Monroe^  the  present  Secretary  of  War^ 
5  lefCf  ABtl  ia  line  with  General  SiaDabnry'a 


brigade,  from  which  period  my  attention  was 
principally  confined  to  this  regiment.  The  men 
beheld  the  gradually  approaching  dangers  of  bat- 
tle with  a  firm  and  undaunted  countenance.  The 
action  commenced  about  one,  by  an  attack  on 
the  redoubt,  where  the  riflemen  and  artillery  were 
placed.  These  soon  retired,  and  the  fifth  covered 
their  retreat,  and  kept  up  a  lively  fire,  and  sup- 
ported their  place  in  line  with  firmness,  until  the 
enemy  had  gained  both  flanks,  and  the  order  to 
retreat  was  given  by  General  Winder  himself. 
I  was  directed  to  take  a  road  to  the  right,  as  we 
retired,  leading  to  the  City  of  Washington ;  bat 
we  were  so  annoyed  by  the  enemy's  flankers,  fol- 
lowed by  his  whole  force,  and  finding  no  reserve 
to  support  us,  or  upon  which  to  form,  it  became 
impossible  for  me,  though  ably  assisted  by  my 
field  and  other  officers,  to  preserve  order.  On 
my  arrival  at  Washington,  I  was  informed  that 
General  Winder  had  passed  through  Georgetown, 
and  taken  the  Fredericktown  road.  We  followed, 
and  came  up  with  him  about  three  miles  from 
Georgetown,  and  reported  ourselves.  By  this 
time  it  was  nearly  dark.  General  Winder  here 
informed  me  that  he  should  retire  upon  Mont- 
gomery Court-house.  I  obtained  his  permission  % 
to  seek  for  refreshment  and  quarters,  and  discre- 
tionary orders  to  endeavor  to  turn  the  course  of 
the  retreat  towards  him.  This  night  I  had  the 
mortification  of  witnessing  the  conflagration  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  being  only  distant  about 
four  miles.  Early  the  next  morning,  with  mj 
field  officers,  I  crossed  the  country  to  the  Balti 
more  road,  with  a  view  of  turning  the  troops  we 
might  meet  or  overtake  towards  Moniffomery* 
We  seon  fell  in  with  numbers  of  GederaT  Suins* 
bury's  brigade,  and  those  who  marched  from 
Baltimore  under  my  command.  But  our  exer- 
tions were  again  inefieetual,  from  the  knowledge  * 
ail  possessed  of  the  destruction  of  the  public 
buildings  in  the  city,  and  that  our  baggage  wag-  > 
ons  had  passed  into  Virginia.  In  fine,  I  con- 
cluded that  it  would  be  impossible  to  collect  any 
force  short  of  this  place,  and  so  came  on.  Gene- 
ral Winder  soon  after  arrived  here,  and  seemed 
satisfied  with  what  I  had  done. 

I  ought  to  notice,  that  the  first  line,  formed  on 
the  battle  ground,  was  changed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Colonel  Monroe.  On  this  occasion  he 
observed  to  me,  *' Although  you  see  that  I  am  ac- 
tive, you  will  please  to  bear  in  mind  that  this  is 
not  my  plan,"  or  words  to  this  effect. 

The  fall  of  the  capital  must  be  ascribed  chiefly 
to  the  insufficienc]f  in  point  of  numbers,  and  total 
inadequacy  in  point  of  discipline  of  the  troops 
assembled  for  its  defence.  No  General,  however 
great  his  talents  or  exertions,  with  such  meanS| 
against  such  a  foe.  could  have  saved  it.  The  im- 
posing front  of  the  enemy  was  never  discon- 
certed by  the  fire  of  the  artillery  or  riflemen ; 
and  the  brigade  of  General  Stansbury  was  seen 
to  fly  as  soon  as  the  action  became  serious.  No 
second  line  or  reserve  appeared  to  advance  or 
support  us,  and  we  were  outflanked  and  defeated 
in  as  short  a  time  as  such  an  operation  could  well 
be  performed. 
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I  ha?e  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yoor  most  obedient 

servant,  

JOSEPH  STERRET, 
Lieut.  Col.  5th  Regiment  Md.  M. 

Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson^ 

in  Congress,  Washington. 

Cdonel  George  Mimn^s  Statement. 
In  answer  to  the  several  interrogatories  made 
by  Colonel  R.  M.  Johnson,  chairman  of  the  com- 
minee  of  inqairy  into  the  causes  of  the  destroc- 
tion  of  the  public  buildings  in  the  Citv  of  Wash- 
ington, as  hereunto  annexed,  I  state  as  follows,  viz: 
On  Friday,  the  19th  of  August  last,  was  in- 
formed (not  officially)  of  the  collecting  of  the 
enemy's  forces  in  our  waters,  namely,  the  Poto- 
mac and  Patuxent.    Immediately  issued  orders 
for  the  regiment  under  my  command  to  assemble 
at  Wren's  tavern  on  the  Tuesday  following,  it 
being  the  nearest  point  of  the  county  of.  Fairfax 
to  the  city ;  and,  on  Sunday  the  21st,  received 
orders,  through  Brigadier  General  Douglas,  to  re- 
pair with  a  deUchment  of  ninety  men,  that  had 
been  previously  placed  in  detail,  to  march  at  a 
moment's  warning  to  the  aid  or  General  Hnn- 
gerford,  whose  headquarters  were  either  in  the 
counties  of  Westmoreland,  King  George,  or  Nor- 
thumberland ;  and  to  make  one  other  requisition 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  men.  exclusive  of  offi- 
cers, and  order  them  to  the  aia  of  Gen.  Winder, 
City  of  Washington.    And  on  Monday  evening, 
the  22d,  received  a  verbal  message  from  the  Presi- 
dent, by  Mr.  John  Graham,  to  hasten  on  the 
troops  which  bad  been  ordered  from  my  regi- 
ment, which  will  more  fully  appear  by  said  Gra- 
ham's letter  to  General  Winder,  to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  the  committee;  and,  after  inform- 
ing Mr.  Graham  the  purport  of  the  orders  I  had 
received,  we  both  concluded  it  would  be  proper 
for  him  to  return  to  Washington,  and  have  the 
orders,  first  ^alluded  to,  countermanded,  so  as  to 
justify  me  in  marching  with  my  whole  force  to 
the  city  ;  which  consisted,  as  well  as  I  can  recol- 
lect, or  six  hundred  infantry  and  about  one  hun- 
dred cavalry;  and  the  said  Graham  returned  to 
Wren's  tavern  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  23d,  with 
General  Winder's  orders,  written  on  the  same 
letter  to  which  I  have  referred  the  committee. 
On  the  receipt  of  which  I  took  up  my  line  of 
march  immediately,  and  arrived  at  the  Capitol 
between  sunset  and  dark,  and  immediately  made 
mY  way  to  the  President  and  reported  my  arrival, 
when  he  referred  me  to  General  Armstrong,  to 
whom  I  repaired,  and  informed  him  as  to  the 
strength  of  the  troops,  as  well  as  to  the  want  of 
arms,  ammunition,  «c.,  which  made  it  as  late  as 
early  candle  light,  when  I  was  informed  by  that 
gentleman  the  arms,  dbc.,  could  not  be  had  that 
night,  and  directed  me  to  report  myself  next 
morning  to  Colonel  Carbery,  who  would  furnish 
me  with  arms,  ^. :  "which  gentleman,  from  early 
next  morning.  I  diligently  sought  for,  until  a  late 
hour  of  the  lorenoon,  without  being  able  to  find 
him,and  then  went  in  search  of  General  Winder, 
whom  I  found  near  the  Eastexa  Branch ;  when 


he  gave  an  order  to  the  armorer  for tk«iaBiiit« 
wanting,  with  orders  to  relon  lo  die  Cipai 
there  to  await  further  orders. 

On  my  arrival  at  the  armory,  M  thii» 
partment  in  the  care  of  a  very  yo«|  hub,  ik 
dealt  out  the  storescaatioasljr,whickfeBt;mi- 
ty  to  consume  time;  as,  foriDsUDce,fbfliD& 
were  once  counted  by  myoffieerLiijiitofed 
every  disposition  to  expedite  theimi^tlie 
men,  the  young  man  had  to  eooat  t^  c^e 
again,  before  they  coald  be  obtuneiifidii 
which  place  I  met  with  CoIoDel  CaiiRry,f|i 
introduced  himself  to  me,  nd  ip(M  ^ 
not  being  found  when  I  wa*  io  wrtk  m  ta 
sUting  he  had  left  town  theefCBUigbdei^a 
had  gone  to  his  seat  in  theeoontrj.  hkp 
ting  the  men  equipped,  I  ordered  tbenooss 
Capitol,  and  waited  myself  to  sign  tie  wt* 
for  the  munitions  furnished;  and,oiiDfifniJ 
was  informed  by  Major  Hunter,  who  cmbibJ 
in  my  absence,  orders  had  been  gimttaaS 
to  Bladensburg,  when  we  looknpooriaiffi^J 
that  place,  and  met  the  wtreatinrirafM^ 
side  the  turnpike  gate,  and  wasordewl^jw 
General  Winder's  aids  to  form  thel«of  ^ 
on  a  height  near  that  pl»ce,andw«««« 
ordered  by  the  General  in  person  tttwV"» 
my  regiment  from  that  position,  mj^ 
and  to  wait  until  the  rctreaun^annTiaJ^f^ 
and  cover  their  retreat;  and  imn»«laW;» 
sent  his  aid  to  direct  me  to  coanttr[B«i»ffl^ 
diately,  and  come  on  to  the  Capuw- 

After  returning  there,  haliedihewj^^^ 
further  orders,  untU  General  f^^^ 
to  march  them  on,  without  telling  b«  iw  ^  j 
course  I  marched  with  ihe  other  W-^ 
came  to  the  Six  Buildings,  where  \^^^ 
hand  road,  leading  to  thefonn^rfJ^^^^^^ 
cupied  the  nearest  height  Vi^J^ 
the  adiutant  to  find  where  the^ffl 
his  rallying  point,  and  was  ww;^/' Jfoual 
town,  whe«  1  marched  U»te««^"^;^« 
troops  moving  off"  to  «»"?  J^i  (oH 
nt  place  on  the  river  M«^  ^^J 
until  I  saw  two  barns,  w«  ^  ^  .,  f. 
ted  for  the  night.  Next  b«J"8!^^J 
^^neral  Winder;  met  him  on  *«  ^  ^b3 
from  Tenleytown,  to  where  of  ^^^^^^ 
he  ordered  me  J?  Montgomejj  Coi^     ^^ 


the 

nient 

on 


from  thence  to  Baltimore.  G'«»  "f  Z 
City  of  W«hiogton  30J  rfftoa 

Lieutenant  CoUmd  J<M  1^'^ 
Fbamkun  Hoxiu,  "f^^ 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  y<wt«q«<^,'^,i 
of  the  committee  of  «n»«"RTiJ^«w* 
honor  to  make  lo  y«>»  «''• '*^?;^«l'* 
on  my  return  from  tl»«J«<»'^f^.J* 
commanded  by  Major  Oeii«ilf«Jjj^ 

Virginia  mUitii.  which  » 'fX?,  J^"* 
witS  despatches  from  Aat  ""J*^,*** 
eommanicatioa  1  had  beea  drnp^'' 
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Ce^re  qfthe  City  tf  WaMngUnu 


ig  the  Virginia  drauffhts,  I  arrived  at  Wash- 
1  on  Sunday  night  Fate,  (the  2l8t,)  and  re- 
]  myself  early  the  next  morning  to  General 
trong,  who  ordered  me  to  meet  him  at  the 
Office  at  12  o'clock,  from  whom  1  received 
llowiog  order : 

"  War  Department, 
AuguBt  22, 1814.— 12  o'cJocAr. 

iral  Orden. 

eneral  Doaslaa  will  assemble  hit  brigade  at 
(Ddria.and  hold  it  there,  sabject  to  orders. 

<' J.  ARMSTRONG." 

Q mediately  proceeded  with  all  speed,  and 
ted  the  aboye  order.  Having  received  Doog- 
;ummnnication,  I  hastened  to  Washington, 
anded  it  to  General  Armstrong  on  Tuesday 
,the  23d;  when  he  instantly  sent  me  back  to 
Qia,  charged  with  the  following  orders,  and 
verbal  directions  to  forward  on  the  Virginia 
hts  vnth  allpoBiible  tpeed : 

"  War  Department,  Aug.  23, 1814. 

jercd  Order: 

ieotenant  Colonel  Minor  will  repair  to  Wash- 
D.  with  the  regiment  under  his  command, 
tne  utmost  despatch.  He  will  report,  on  his 
il  at  Washington,  to  Colonel  Carbery,  of 
t)th  regiment  of  United  States'  infantry,  and 
a  requisition  for  arms  and  ammunition. 

«J  ARMSTRONG.'' 

*<  War  DEPARTMENT;  Aug.  33, 1814. 

eral  Order: 

.11  militia  now  in  and  marching  to  Alexan- 
[besides  that  of  Colonel  Minor)  will  march 
idiately  to  Washington. 

'^J.  ARMSTRONG." 

hese  orders  will  be  communicated  by  Colo- 
ay  loe." 

r  the  purpose  of  executing  these  orders  with- 
oss  of  time,  and  after  communicating  by  a 
>on  with  Colonel  Minor.  I  proceeded  down 
forthem  Neck  to  General  Hongerford's  brig- 
:hen  encamped  at  Camp  Selden,  near  Poto- 
creek.  On  the  27tb  August  I  moved  from 
rigade  at  Occoquan,  oh  its  march  to  Wash- 
n,  and  came  on  with  a  despatch  from  the 
ral  to  Colonel  Monroe,  which  I  delivered  at 
)'clock  in  the  morning  at  Washington, 
neral  Armstronff  manifested  much  zeal  and 
ist  solicitation  for  the  defence  of  Washing- 
ind  instructed  me  to  use  my  best  exertions 
steniog  t^ie  troops  for  the  attainment  of  that 
ible  object. 

lave  thus  made-  you  acquainted  with  the 
s  I  received  from  the  late  Secretary  of  War, 
ous  to  the  capture  of  Washington  by  the 
ly,  and  stated  to  you  as  concisely  and  accu- 
y  as  I  can  recollect,  at  this  distant  period,  the 
aer  in  which  these  orders  were  executed, 
im,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 

'°  '  JOHN  TAYLOB, 


Ideutenani  Ck)Umd  J.  LavaWe  StatetnerU. 
Washington  City,  Oct,  31, 1814. 

Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of 
the  26th  instant,  in  behalf  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  gave 
success  to  the  enemy  in  bis  late  enterprise  against 
this  city,  desiring  to  know  the  part  taken  by  my 
command;  my  orders,  positions,  and  duties;  the 
number  of  cavalry  under  my  command,  and  the 
different  corps  of  cavalry,  &c.;  in  answer  to  which, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  as  follows : 

It  is  neces&ary,  first,  I  should  be^  leave  to  com- 
mence mv  narrative  from  Carlisle,  the  place 
which  had  been  assij;ned  me  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  to  collect,  equip,  mount,  and  instruct,  the 
dragoons,  for  whom  that  place  was  selected  as  a 
depot,  and  at  which  I  received  my  orders  for  this 
city.  This  is  the  more  necessary,  as  it  is  highlv 
important  to  me  to  exhibit  the  true  state  in  whicn 
I  set  off,  and  thus  redress  the  erroneous  opinion 
the  public  had  formed  of  my  command,  both  in 
point  of  strength  and  capacity  as  dragoons. 

1  took  command  early  in  March  last  of  the  de- 
pot at  Carlisle,  and  as  fast  as  the  recruits  ar- 
rived they  were  instructed  in  the  sword  exercise, 
marched  through  the  drilling  movements,  and 
received  all  other  instructions  that  could  be  given 
them  without  horses,  having  none  then.  After 
a  few  months  one  troop  was  completed,  mounted, 
eouipped,  and  trained,  but  it  was  ordered  to  Buf- 
falo, under  command  of  Captain  Hopkins,  who 
carried  with  him  all  the  horses,  except  the  lame 
and  sick.  Thus  I  had  to  besin  again,  and  wait 
for  men  arriving  from  the  different  "rendezvous, 
and  patiently  wait  also  for  horses,  which  came 
on  slowly,  until  about  the  25th  of  July^hen  I 
received  the  following  orders  from  the  War  De- 
partment, to  which  letter  I  must  call  your  par- 
ticular attention,  it  being  an  essential  document 
to  prove  the  state  I  was  in,  and  the  condition  in 
which  I  left  Carlisle  lo  meet  the  enemy,  as  it 
happened  in  ten  days : 

«Adj't  AMD  Inspector  Gen'b  Opfice, 
Washington,  July  20, 1814. 

**Sir:  As  soon  as  you  have  assembled  the  re- 
cruits for  the  Light  Dragoons,  arrange  them  into 
two  troops,  with  the  requisite  number  of  officers, 
if  within  your  command,  and  as  soon  as  Lieu- 
tenant Darrah  has  furnished  you  with  a  sufficient 
number  of  horses  to  mount  them,  you  will,  with- 
out delay,  move  to  Montgomery  Courthouse,  Ma- 
ryland, taking  the  nearest  and  best  road  to  that 
place  &c. 

**The  equipment,  complete,  cannot  probably 
be  furnished  in  time  at  Carlisle;  you  will,  in  that 
case,  order  them  to  Baltimore. 

^'On  your  arrival  at  Montgomery  you  will  r^« 
port  to  brigadier  General  Winder  for  orders. 

**  By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

«JOHN  R.  BELL, 
"  Aeeistant  Inspector  QenenU. 

"Lt.  Col.  Lavall,  Light  Dragoons.''^ 

The  above  orders  were  executed  with  the  ut- 
moat  activity  and  punctuality.    I  despatched, 
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inoMdiately,  an  ezprtss  to  the  offieer  mmtioDed, 
as  purchaser  of  the  horses,  (Lieoteoaot  Darrah,) 
who  was  then  at  Pittsburg,  upwards  of  two  hun- 
dred miles  from  Carlisle.  I  enclosed  the  tenor  of 
mv  orders,  in  return  of  which,  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable, he  sent  what  horses  he  had,  being  about 
twenty,  and  came  himself  some  time  after,  with 
about  the  same  number:  and  then,  with  all  rea- 
sonable despatch,  purchased  what  was  wanted  to 
mount  what  number  of  men,  fit  for  duty,  I  then 
had,  being  about  one  hundred  and  forty,  arranged 
as  directed,  into  two  troops,  the  one  commanded 
by  Captain  Burd  and  two  lieutenants,  and  the 
other  by  Captain  Littlejohn  and  two  lieutenants. 
The  purchase  of  horses  was  completed  on  Satur- 
day, the  13th  of  August,  and  I  marched  off  with 
the  squadron  the  Monday  following,  15ih.  I  ar- 
rived at  Montgomery  on  Thur^Mlsy,  the  18th. 
On  Friday,  the  19th,  I  came  to  Washington  for 
orders,  and  returned  to  Montgomery  same  dsy. 
And  on  Saturday,  the  20th,  about  ten  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  I  marched  my  troops  through  the 
city.  I  crossed,  according  to  orders,  the  Bastern 
Branch  bridge,  and  encamped  nearly  opposite  the 
Navy  Yard.  There  we  remained  unlit  Sunday 
afternoon,  21st,  when  we  were  ordered  to  the  Wood- 

Iard,  between  which  place  and  Nottingham,  and 
larlborough,  and  the  Old  Field*,  we  were  kept 
on  cooitant  duty  in  reconnoitering,  in  patrolling, 
Id  escorting,  furnishing  videttes,  to  and  fro,  until 
TuesJay.  the  23d,  when  we  recrossed  the  Bastern 
Branch  oridffe.  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night, 
both  men  and  norses  hungry,  and  harassed  with 
iktigoe.  We  remained  in  that  situation  until 
about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Wednesday. 
Mih.  A  stack  of  hay  had  just  been  discovereo 
and  directed  to  be  purchased,  when  I  received  the 
following  order,  to  wit : 

''HBAoauARTBaa,  Wasbinoton, 

AuguMt  24. 

**  Lieutenant  Colonel  La  vail  will  proceed  im- 
mediately with  his  detachment  to  Bladensburg, 
and  report  to  Brigadier  General  Siansbury. 

" WM-  H.  WINDER,  BTig.  Oen,,  *c." 

The  men,  eilremely  anxious  to  feed  their  horses> 
ware  in  the  act  of  fetching  the  hay  on  their  heads, 
and  it  was  with  much  difficulty  they  could  be  per- 
suaded to  drop  it  before  they  reached  their  horses. 
The  trumpet  sounded,  the  men  ran  to  their  horses, 
and  in  a  lew  minutes  I  was  under  way  for  Bla- 
deosburg.  A  number  of  the  horses  were  unable 
to  proceed ;  several  of  the  men  sick;  and  from  other 
casualties  my  command  was  reduced  to  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five.  This,  sir,  was  the  total 
amount  of  dragoons  under  my  command.  The 
report  which  has  circulated  of  mv  having  on  that 
day  from  four  to  five  hundred  dragoons  in  erro- 
neous. There  were  several  other  troops  of  vol- 
unteer cavalry,  but,  sir,  1  had  no  command  nor 
control  over  them.  What  might  have  been  their 
orders  I  know  not ;  they  did  not  join  me,  nor  did 
I  receive  at  any  time  any  orders  to  take  comnund 
>o€  them,  or  any  of  them. 

I  have,  io  complianoe  with  your  requeat|  air, 
proeared  the  Dames  and  probaUa  atntt|^  of  eadk 


troop,  whiek,  as  aear  as  I  have  \m  lUi  iti 
tain,  is  herewith  subjoined. 

I  proceeded  to  Bladensbarg;  IMNmbi 
there  before ;  the  enemy  was  io  s^k;  a;  oris 
were  to  report  to  Qeneral  8isB^;lsiopM 
my  troops  in  the  road  nesr  tlttnw;ilaoiA 
for  the  General;  I  could  not  cooeiffitkhia; 
he  was  visiting  his  troopi.  Oor  bonsk^sQci 
in  want  of  water,  we  marched  to  ikm  Ti» 
enemy  was  then  advaocing  npidlf  toidui: 
I  retired  without  having  met  the  CMvboi 
I  bad  never  seen  On  my  retiriog  fna  tknn^ 
I  was  met  by  Colonel  Mooroe,  (iIkb  SkrM 
of  State.)  I  informed  him  Iwnianair 
orders;  and  being  total! f  ODuqaiiotedoi 
place,  1  was  indebted  to  bim  for  Ute  plieebe^ 
ed  out,  which  1  occupied  inmediaieif  v-iii 
squadron.  At  the  moment  of  my  tWH' 
ravine,  Gleoeral  Stansbory  paaedbj  anlipp' 
of  it.  I  was  then  satisfied  that  thtGeunibrt 
my  position.  The  actios  bcgai  iooedf^^ 
and  the  front  of  the  ratine  being  loo  bijii  i^^ « 
to  observe  the  movements  of  tbc  eowflit 
vanced  in  front  with  ooe  of  my  ofiw$(lii^ 
ant  Brakio)  to  Judge  better  of  ihe  a^f 
which  might  ofller.  Our  beiof  cUntf^<^»/ 
conspicuous  situation,  the  btUaaodnctesioGt 
showered  around  us.  I  had  do  oitow^^^^ 
form  any  idea,  haviag  nerer  bees  at  i^^  r"^ 
before.  We  were  too  late  to  form  anf  jb^^* 
arrangemeata,  Dot  knowiog  howtlieinx)^'*^ 
batteries  were  disposed  in  Blsdf»linr>  <^ " 
arrived  too  mneh  before  oor  sen  m,^ 
Washington  to  know  the  disponlof  tv»i<" 

The  eagagemeDt  was  botskon  Mi^ 
ter  into  the  deuiUof  it,asyoQbifeBo«^ 
sir,  bean  furnished  by  a  better  lOiMT  i  f J 
it  your  deiare.  IwilloniysttietWWs^lJ 
reference  to  my  share.    Ailofi«*«fj*^ 


seemed  routed ;  a  confused  f*''*'*^'«Jib| 
about  in  every  corner  of  the  fcifly^"[^J^^ 
place  we  were  occupying  ••*>^,5  i^ 


the  one  by  which  it  was  a  be  ^^«f^ 

poured  in  torrents  by  us.  Jll!»,»«'^^'K 
outsideof  the  ravine, covered «sf«|««'^^'^ 

which  it  appeared  was  ffl«i**''^>tki 
lery  company  drove  through  ^^rr\  v^ 
it  i  several  of  my  men  wereenttb^do^jT 

and  ail,  and  myself  narrowly  «»fP»*\7rt 
thigh  broken  by  one  of  the  wb«Ls  fj«^^»  ^ 

took  me  off  my  horse.  All  ibw  ^^^^^,^ 
confusion  in  the  right  wiogof  tbes)«^°J:rj 
however  soon  got  la  order, and  ibe««» 
running  phalanx  considerably  >ij^^*/,^ 
In  the  midst  of  a  confusion,  ibeHs^^g 
I  had  never  seen  in  a  field  of  baultj^f ^ 
troops  was  carried  ofi*  the  field:  eitb<|^ 
some  mistake  or  improper  o'^^**g-,di< 
known  to  me,  who  ought  to  have  o«*^  J  j^ 
or  consulted.  The  moment  ibt}  ««»*  ^ 
taut  point  of  discipline  » tnopfof^s 
manding  officer  loses  all  respoosibUity^.^ 
credit,  and  risks  his  honor  for  the  dibk 

ing  a  command.  . .  ^  ._  jji^ct 

Gapuia  B«ird'a  caooff^  wbieh  then  dx 
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of  more  than  fifty-fi?e  men,  was  all  the  com- 
d  I  was  then  left  with — hardly  half  of  a  cap- 
's commaod.  Tet^  it  has  been  wondered  at 
I  did  not  cat  to  pieces  four  or  fire  thoasand 
^e  British  rtfteran  troops  with  fi(itv-fi?e  men, 
ecru  its,  aod  upon  raw  horses.  The  most  of 
I  had  not  yet  been  porchased  two  weeks.  The 
eqaences  are  so  obTioas  that  I  did  not  think 
sir  justifiable  to  make  so  certain,  so  inerita- 
,  sacrifice,  without  a  hope  of  doing  any  good. 
re  is  a  distinction  between  madness  and 
ery* 

*gular  troops  never  act  or  retreat  witboot  or- 
;  I  had  no  other  orders  than  those  I  have 
d  above,  I  therefore  remsined  as  long  as  I 
d.  I  consulted  with  Captain  Burd  before  we 
the  field,  who  had  no  more  desire  to  leave  it 
I  had,  but  it  was  high  time;  when  we  saw 
;oiDg,  I  could  no  longer  doubt  of  the  order 
g  general ;  I  could  not  account  for  its  not 
^  more  generally  communicated.  The  ene- 
was  then  advancing  rapidly  under  a  shower 
re,  besides  a  column  of  about  seven  or  eight 
ired  which  had  gained  considerably  on  our 
t  ;  we  then,  and  only  then,  sir,  marched  off 
walk  between  the  flanking  column  and  our 
'dered  army.  We  continued  in  that  order, 
[ing  our  horses  as  ylow  as  horses  could  walk, 
n  we  were  again  met  by  Colonel  Monroe, 
walked  bis  horse  with  us  better  than  a  mile, 
i  he  was  satisfied  that  the  enemy  on  our  right 
ired  to  be  kept  in  observation.  He  left  us 
advised  to  proceed  in  the  order  we  then  were, 
we  did  so. 

he  pleasioff  hope  to  meet  all  our  forces  col- 
d  at  Washington,  and  that  there  we  would 
etter  able  to  receive  the  enemy,  from  various 
ives  and  resources  which  we  could  not  have 
at  Bladensborg,  filled  my  mind  with  anxiety, 
helped  to  comfort  me  in  our  retreat;  for  it 
not  in  the  power  of  imagination  to  have  in- 
:ed  itself  with  a  moment  of  doubt,  whether 
ihonid  fight  or  not  at  Washington,  and  defend 
Capitol  to  the  last  man.  I  have  not  met  a 
I  who  was  not  of  the  same  opinion  with  me 
hat  score  ;  by  what  fatality  we  were  made  to 
through  the  city  and  leave  it  unprotected  I 
79  not,  nor  is  it  within  the  reach  of  my  com- 
kension. 

aving  arrived  at  the  Capitol,  I  formed  my 
p.  It  had  been  rumored,  or  ordered,  (I  do  not 
ember  which,)  that  we  were  all  to  form  near 
but,  after  remaining  there  half  an  hour,  I  saw 
roops  in  the  neighborhood.  I  was  then  in- 
led  that  the  President's  house  was  the  place 
re  which  the  army  was  to  be  formed.  I  then 
ched  tbroug^h  the  avenue,  and  soon  arrived 
re  the  President's  house,  but  saw  no  army 
symptoms  of  any,  which  would  indicate  a 
lability  of  resistance.  After  remaining  in  that 
ition  for  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  I 
Id  not,  nor  would  not,  believe  that  the  city 
10  be  given  up  without  a  fight.  When  I  re- 
ed orders  to  follow  the  army,  which  it  ap- 
ed bad  passed  through  Gtrorgetovrn  two 
rs  before  us,  I  then,  sir,  with  a  heart  fall  of  I 


sorrow,  grief,  and  indignation,  ordered  my  troop 
to  follow  the  army,  and  met  it  about  three  or 
four  miles* above  Qeor^town.  What  follows 
that  period,  I  presume,  sir,  is  of  little  importance 
to  you  and  the  committee  of  inquiry ;  I,  there- 
fore, will  close  by  saying  that,  from  that  dajjr  to 
this,  I  have  not  ceased  to  lament  the  event,  with- 
out being  able  to  penetrate  into  the  cause. 

I  have  now  given  yon,  sir,  all  the  information 
in  my  power,  relative  to  the  several  points,  the 
subject  of  your  request  in  the  letter  you  have  hon- 
ored me  with  in  behalf  of  the  committee,  of  whom 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^. 

J.  LAVALL, 
QU.  Com.  Squadron  U.  8.  L.  D. 

Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 


Sirtngth  and  namet  of  tbe  several  MounUd  Vo^ 
unteer  Oorpo  on  (he  grmmd  ai  BiadenMlmrg. 

Lieutenant* Colonel  Tilghman,  about  -       -70 

Major  Ridgely 110 

Captain  Graham  -..-•-  35 
Lieutenant  Williams  -----  90 
Captain  Herber   ------    85 

Toul       .... 


Oo^ofie^  WiUiam  D,  BeaWM  Statement. 

QfiORQBTOWN,  Abi^.  22, 1814. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to replj^  to  your  re()uest, 
directed  by  the  honorable  committee  ^'appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  success  of  the 
enemy  in  his  recent  enterprises  against  this  city," 
dbc.,  that,  on  my  march  to  Bladensburg,  on  the 
24th  of  August,  I  received  General  Winder's  or- 
der, in  reply  to  a  letter  I  bad  written  him  the  day 
before,  to  join  General  Stansbory  at  Bladensburg; 
tbat,  on  my  arrival  at  the  mill,  I  was  met  by  a 
gentleman,  (General  Winder's  aid.  I  supposed,) 
who  informed  me  my  ground  was  Veitch's  Hill; 
he  conducted  me  to  the  ground,  where  I  formed 
and  received  the  enemy,after  he  had  done  with  the 
army  below  tbe  hill.  On  our  retreat,  at  Capitol 
Hill,  I  received  an  order  to  march  through  George- 
town to  the  heights  above  it ;  but  we  reached 
Tenleytown,  and,  from  thence,  about  twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  were  ordered  to  move  on  the  river 
road,  no  point  designated ;  tbe  neit  day,  we  ar- 
rived at  Montgomery  Courthouse;  the  next  day 
we  encamped  at  Gaither's  heigh u,  thence  to  fil- 
lieotl's  Mills^  thence  to  tbe  two  mile  stone  towards 
Baltimore. 

I  have  been  informed  by  a  gentleman,  who 
acted  aa  one  of  General  Winder's  aids,  that  be 
brought  me  an  order  to  retreat ;  but  I  do  not  re- 
member it. 

This  is  as  short  a  kutement  as  I  can  make,  to 
comprehend  the  design  of  the  committee. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

WM.  D.  BBALL. 

N.  B.  Having  marched  about  sixteen  miles  that 
morning,  before  the  battle,  my  men  were  fatigued 
and  exhausted.    Althougn  it  is  not  my  imprcs- 
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siQii  that  my  command  gave  way  as  earlr  ai  is 
represented  by  some,  I  must  acknowledge  tnat  the 
contest  with  the  enemy  was  not  of  a  character 
corresponding  with  my  wishes  in  defending  the 
capital  of  the  United  States,  and,  therefore,  made 
every  exertion  to  rally  the  men,  and  partially  suc- 
ceeded; but  they  ultimately  gave  way,  in  despite  of 
exertions,  like  the  other  troops.  My  command 
consisted  of  about  seven  or  eight  hundred  men. 


Major  William  Pinkney^s  Statement. 

Baltimore,  Nov,  16, 1814. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
communication,  in  compliance  with  the  request 
contained  in  your  letter  of  the  17th  of  last  month. 

The  detachment,  of  which  my  battalion  of  rifle- 
men (or  rather  three  companies  of  it)  formed  a 
part,  marched  from  Baltimore  on  the  21st  of  Au- 
gust, under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Sterret  of  the  5th  regiment,  and  arrived  at  Bla« 
densburg  about  sun-set  on  the  23d,  where  it  en- 
camped bdow,  and  at  a  short  distance  from,  the 
brigade  of  General  Stansbury,  who  bad  fixed  his 
encampment  on  Lowndes'  Hill,  by  the  side  of  the 
road  from  Marlborough,  and  between  that  road 
and  the  river  road.  The  detachment  was  wholly 
from  the  third  brigade  of  Maryland  militia,  and 
consisted  of  the  5ui  raiment,  between  four  and 
five  hundred  strong;  ottwo  companies  of  artillery, 

iwith  six  six-pounders,)  commanded  by  Captains 
Iyer  and  Magruder,  amounting  to  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men ;  and  of  three  companies 
of  ro)[  battalion,  commanded  by  Captains  Dyer. 
Aisquith,  and  Baden,  amounting  to  about  one 
hundred  and  eighty  rank  and  file. 

In  the  night  of  the  23d,  (about  eleven  o'clock,) 
we  were  called  to  arms  by  several  discharges  of 
•  single  muskets  in  quick  succession,  by  (General 
Stansbury's  pickets.  Our  detachment,  of  which 
only  I  had  much  opportunity  to  observe  the  con- 
duct, turned  out  witn  alacrity,  and  exhibited,  dur- 
ing the  alarm,  great  spirit  and  firmness.  The 
dispositions  made  by  General  Stansbury  to  meet 
the  enemy,  who  was  supposed  to  be  advancing  by 
the  upper  road,  appeared  to  be  prompt  and  judi- 
cious. It  was  a  raise  alarm,  however,  and,  after 
a  few  hours,  we  were  permitted  to  return  to 
quarters. 

We  had  scarcely  reached  our  encampment,  be- 
fore Colonel  Sterret  and  myself  were  summoned 
to  the  tent  of  Gkneral  Stansbury.  where  we  found 
his  principal  officers  assembled.  The  Gtenend 
stated  to  us  that  he  had  just  received  intelligence 
from  General  Winder  that  he  had  retired  upon 
Washington,  across  the  Eastern  Branch;  and  he 
asked  our  advice  as  to  the  course  which,  in  con- 
sequence of  that  movement,  it  was  proper  for  him 
to  pursue,  apprizing  us  at  the  same  time,  as  I 
think,  that  General  Winder  expected  him  to  fight 
the  enemy,  if  he  should  take  the  route  of  Bladens- 
burg.  It  appeared  to  be  certain  that  the  enemy 
would  take  that  route,  without  loss  of  time,  and  that 
General  Stansbur^'s  force,  fatigued  and  exhaust- 
ed as  a  portion  of  it  was,  consisting  altogether  of 
militia  unused  to  service,  amounting  to  little  more 


than  two  thousand  men,  and  depiired  of  all  pit 
pect  of  support  from  any  quarter,  wis  Id  oocsi- 
dition  to  withsUind  nearly  thrice  iaflombaef 
regular  troops,  in  a  position  whici  presented  t; 
peculiar  facilities  for  defeDce,espetk[lfwk>! 
was  considered  that  General  Windenkt  men 
numerous  than  General  Stansboif s,  uL'isuiig 
partly  of  regulars,  high  in  cbaactsai disci- 
pline, furnished  with  more  aod  heirieitrtiiltrf, 
and  with  a  powerful  body  of  iione,hiiiiKWB 
compelled  to  place  the  Eastern  Btueli  beivea 
it  and  those  troops.  For  these,  and  otberRucii 
the  officers  present  were  of  opinioa  tUiG^ai 
Sunsbury  ought  immediately  to  bteikopbtf 
eampment,  and,  by  drawing  never  toW^ 
ton,  consult  the  safety  of  the  force  uderkBtst 
mand,  and  put  it  in  a  situation  to  eoH)|)enti«i 
that  of  General  Winder,  and  to  teceireiodQ} 
cute  the  orders  of  that  General,  thiteTa  w 
might  be,  for  the  protection  of  the  CapitOi.  (* 
era!  Stansbury  was  himself  of  that  opuuoaif 
in  conformity  with  it,  we  retired  across IKW^ 
in  good  Older,  to  a  high  pouod,  oa  tie jitej 
the  main  road,  about  a  mUe  and  a  mm» 
densburg,  from  whence  the  enemy  codilK^ 
connoiiered,  if  he  shauld  ad  ranee,  c  W  i<s 
anticipated.  We  hailed  at  this  ^i^^f' 
rise  on  the  24th,  after  General  Siujaf^  ^ 
he  informed  me,  despatched  ha^AiW 
(Major  Woodyear)  to  General  Wi*ler,B?fi 
him  notice  of  his  march,  and  uke  hs^^^ 
it.  While  he  remained  here,  G««»lSuiJ«"^ 
mentioned,  or  showed  to  me.  (I  fwgrt'-g^, 
letter  just  received  by  him  ttomjks^^t 
der,  written,  I  believe,  before  (^f^^"^ 
knew  of  his  late  march,  from»kicU^*f' 
that  General  Winder  still  cMic^^Jfi 
gaging  the  enemy,  if  he  shoaU  f  »? '3 
pr^ch  by  BUdensburg.  l^f/tT'Z 
so  ejpreised  myself  to  Genen  Stt^^^^'^^ 

although  it  seemed  to  be  Hm^T^/S 
troops  to  dispute,  alone,  and  wtt<JJ«^ 
the  enemy's  passage  to  i^^*^'  •  "a^H 


ble  the  military  views  of  i»»«P*"°^t  «|S 
pose  such  an  underuking  »P«tt  bit^  "^JJ 

not,  unless  his  orders  were  I^JJ^P^^Jyjgk  di 
were  not  yet  understood  "'"f^igiafS 
enemy  at  a  distance  from  Genera  w 
out  whose  immediate  aid  he  could  aoiUi^^. 
rifice  hU  men,  already  brokeadow  B)  ' 

fasting,  and  want  of  sleep,  f»  ^°« -A 
the  destruction  of  the  CapiiolitliiiMjh«^^, 

year  would  soon  return  with  l«*^'^t„„-|B{p 
General  Winder,  founded  "P^.^t/'^.'ii 
his  situation  and  the  designs  of  ^J^t 
tha^1!ven  if  Major  Woodyear'srenrj^, 
unexpectedly  retarded,  and  a  t&o^  ^,^4 
actual  position  should  become  n«e^^^^ 
be  far  more  prudent  that  (^fT^^ 
should  proceed  to  occupy  one  o(fX.?it^ 
yet  nearer  to  Washington,  mih  w»«  j 
abounded,  where  he  might  not  of  F^ 
the  enemy  to  advantage,  but  f  f*;.,* 
by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  ^^^'^;f^- 
go  back  to  his  old  cncampffl«^  or  "^j:* 
hood,  while  General  Winder's  co^I*^ 
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ued  to  be  precurious.  I  believe  that  Colonel 
srret  and  Colonel  Raj^an  gave  to  General 
insbury  the  same  opinion,  in  substance^  and 
t  General  Stansbary  concurred  in  it.  He  did 
,  howeveri  move  nearer  to  Washington,  for 
jor  Woodyear  shortly  afterwards  (about  nine 
ock)  brought  him  verbal  orders  from  General 
nder  to  retrace  his  steps,  and  contest  with  the 
my  the  pass  at  Bladensburg,  together  with  an 
irance  that  he  would  join  him  without  delay, 
ese  orders  were  immediately  obeyed,  and,  be- 
!en  ten  and  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  troops 
e  halted  in  a  field,  where  there  is  an  orchard, 
the  left  of  the  road  as  you  approach  Bladens- 
»  from  Washington,  not  far  from  the  bridge. 
e  passage  at  Bladensburg  may  be  efiected,  as 
)mprehend,  by  two  routes:  by  the  bridge  and 

fford  just  abore  it,  and  by  the  more  shallow 
in  the  old  Baltimore  road,  a  little  above  the 
:  made  by  the  Northeast  and  Northwest  i)ranch- 
which  lord  is  reached  from  Bladensburg,  by 
:  crossing  the  Northeast  branch  io  the  present 
timore  road,  and  then  turning  to  the  left;  and 
halted  at  the  point  from  which  a  passage  by 
er  or  both  of  these  routes  might  be  opposed, 
^hile  the  enemy  was  expected,  a  cloud  of  dust 
ouDced  the  advance  of  a  body  of  troops  upon 
upper  road,  and  they  soon  showed  themselves 
Q  Lowndes'  Hill,  which  they  descended  rap- 
.  As  General  Winder  had  not  vet  appeared, 
la rations  were  made  to  receive  them  by  Gen- 
Siansbury,  assisted  by  Colonel  Monroe.  At 
bottom  of  the  field,  between  four  and  five 
dred  yards  from  the  bridge,  as  1  conjecture, 
a  sort  of  a  battery,  en  oarhette^  which  had 
I  hastily  constructed  for  heavy  artillery,  un- 
the  direction  of  Colonel  Wadsworth.  The 
imore  companies  had  been  employed,  from 
r  first  arrival  in  the  field,  (with  such  tools  as 
'  could  get,}  in  cutting  embrasures  through 
parapet,  which  was  much  too  lofty  for  their 
pounders,  and  which  there  was  not  time  to 
ice  thrcuffh  its  whole  extent,  and  in  masking 
a  with  orush  wood.  In  this  battery  they 
e  DOW  stationed.  I  was  ordered  to  place  my 
panies  in  ambush  on  its  right,  with  a  view  to 
rd  protection  to  it,  and  to  annoy  the  enemy  in 
ipproach,  if  he  should  succeed  in  crossing  the 
ge,  or  in  fording  the  stream  in  its  neigh bor- 
j.  I  conducted  my  battalion  accordingly  to 
place  prescribed,  and  there  distributed  them 
nd  a  fence  and  among  the  bushes,  upon  the 
e  of  the  bank  which  terminates  the  field,  and 
beyond  the  slope,  as  near  to  the  bridge  and 
as  was  practicable,  taking  my  own  station 
s  yards  in  the  rear,  (with  the  Adjutant  and 
reant  Major,)  on  the  top  of  the  bank  in  the 
,  where  there  was  nothing  to  interrupt  my 
r  of  an  advancing  enemy.  The  fifth  regiment 
posted  about  fitty  yards  in  our  rear,  (out- 
ching  us  of  course,)  and  gave  confidence  to 
companies  and  the  artillery.  Two  compa- 
of  General  Stansbury's  brigade  (actingas  rifle- 
,  but  principally  armed  with  muskeu)  were 
;d  near  the  barn,  behind  the  battery,  at  a  small 
nee  from  us.    The  residue  of  the  Jbrigade 


was,  I  think,  stationed  to  the  left  of  the  battery, 
near  to  and  beyond  the  road  which  flanks  it,  called 
the  Mill  road,  to  watch,  as  I  suppose,  that  road 
and  the  upper  ford,  and  to  march,  or  to  supply 
detachments,  as  occasion  might  require,  to  sus- 
tain the  other  parts  of  our  force.  A  few  horse 
paraded  on  the  main  road,  sometimes  as  far  as 
the  bridge.  Such  appeared  to  be  our  means  of 
resistance,  and  such  the  distribution  of  them.  It 
was  soon  ascertained,  however,  that  the  troops, 
whom  we  had  believed  to  be  foes,  were  a  regi- 
ment of  Maryland  militia,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Beall ;  and  my  battalion  was 
consequently  withdrawn  into  the  field,  where  it 
rested  upon  its  arms.  The  newly  arrived  regi- 
ment passed  on  to  the  rear,  and  took  post  out  of 
my  view,  and,  as  I  have  since  heard,  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  main  road,  where  we  had  halted 
m  the  morning,  as  before  stated.  It  is  but  jus- 
tice to  the  men  under  my  command  to  observe, 
in  this  place,  that  they  went  to  their  posts  with 
cheerfulness,  although  they  were  about  to  con- 
tend, as  they  supposed,  with  veteran  troops,  great- 
ly superior  in  numbers. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Col.  Beall's  resiment, 
the  enemy  was  discovered  in  full  march  lor  Bla- 
densburg, along  the  river  road,  and  we,  once 
more^repared  for  battle.  I  had  now,  from  Gen- 
eral Winder,  (who  had  recently  come  upon  the 
field,)  the  same  orders  I  had  before  received  for 
the  employmeiit  of  mv  men ;  with  this  difiier- 
ence  only,  that  General  Winder's  orders  import- 
ed, that  it  might  be  proper  to  place  a  portion  of 
them  upon  the  left  or  the  battery,  which  it  was 
undoubtedly  of  great  importance  to  protect,  and 
which  the  new  order  of  battle,  hereinafter  in  part 
explained,  seemed  to  leave  without  protection, 
unless  a  detachment  from  my  battalion  shoula 
be  so  applied.  In  consequence,  I  detached  Cap-  . 
tain  Aisquith,  with  the  whole  of  his  company, 
with  directions  to  take,  and  maintain  as  long 
as  possible,  the  most  advantageous  position  there, 
for  the  objects  indicated  by  General  Winder's  or- 
ders. I  remanded  the  other  two  companies  to  their 
former  stations  amongst  the  bushes ;  and,  after  vis- 
iting the  battery,  and  remaining  there  until  the 
first  and  second  shots  were  fired  from  it,  i  re- 
sumed my  own  station  (with  the  battalion  ofli- 
cers  before  mentioned)  upon  the  top  of  the  bank, 
in  the  field.  A  company  of  militia,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  Doughty,  (bavins  muskets  only,  but 
acting  as  riflemen)  placed  itself,  at  my  instance, 
on  our  right,  near  to  the  main  road,  undercover 
of  some  bushes  and  a  fence.  The  fifth  regiinent, 
which  had  been  moved  from  its  first  position, 
(where  it  might  have  contributed  to  repulse  the 
enemy  in  his  attempts  to  leave  the  vicinity  of  the 
bridge)  had  now,  to  the  great  discouragement  of 
my  companies  and  of  the  artillery,  been  made  to 
retire  to  a  hill  several  hundred  yards  in  our  rear, 
but  visible,  nevertheless,  to  the  enemy,  where  it 
could  do  little  more  than  display  its  gallantry. 
The  two  companies  of  General  Stansbury's  brig- 
ade, acting  as  riflemen,  had  changed  their  station, 
80  tnat  I  no  longer  perceived  them ;  but  I  have 
heard  that  they  still  continued  at  no  great  dis- 
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uoee  from  their  old  ^roaod,  altboo^  eoacealed 
from  me  bf  the  barn  or  by  trees;  my  impresiioo, 
howe?er,  is,  that  they  did  not,  and  could  not.  come 
ID  to  action  there.  The  residue  of  Gkneral  Siant- 
bury 's  brigade  had  been  mored  from  the  left,  and 
made  to  take  ground  (ioyisible  to  as  by  reason 
of  the  intervening  orchard)  on  the  right  of  the  fifth 
regiment,  with  its  own  right  resting  upon  the 
main  road«  and  disclosed  to  the  enemy.  A  small 
body  of  troops  (but  under  whose  command  I  am 
uniDforraed)  were  drawn  up  in  advance  of  the 
left  flank  of  the  fifth  regim(»nt,aDd  nearly  at  right 
angles  wiih  it,  but,  on  accuunt  of  the  barn,  I  did 
not  see  it  until  the  two  companies  of  my  batialion, 
which  were  stationed  on  the  right  of  the  battery, 
retreated,  as  will  hereafter  be  mentioned.  Of 
Colonel  Beall's  very  distant  station,  I  have  already 
spoken  from  hearsay,  but,  at  the  lime  of  the  action, 
I  knew  only  that  it  must  be  considerably  in  the 
rear.  Of  some  artillery  in  the  rear  of  our  right, 
I  had  no  knowledge,  until,  during  the  engage- 
ment^ I  heard  its  fire,  apparently  well  maintained. 

I  did  not  know  that  Brigadier  Qeneral  Smith's 
briffade  was  in  or  near  the  field,  until  the  action 
bad  ceased;  nor  was  I  aware  that  the  artillery  of 
Commodore  Barney,  Major  Peter,  Capuin  Burch, 
and  others,  (which,  if  it  had  been  brought  up  in 
time  to  act  upon  the  bridge,  and  the  road  at  each 
of  its  ends,  could  not  well  have  failed  to  insure 
a  triumph  over  the  enemy,  especially  if  supported 
by  a  part  of  the  infantry,  of  which  no  use  wast 
made,  and  if  sufficient  care  had  also  been  taken 
to  observe  the  upper  ford,  to  which,  perhaps,  the 
enemy  might  have  had  recourse,  if  b«aten  at  the 
^"('ff^i)  was  at  any  time  near  to  us.  In  a  word, 
I  was  ignorant  of  any  reinforcements  which 
either  preceded,  accompanied,  or  fullowed  Gen- 
eral Winder,  except  oaly,  that  I  supposed  that 
Captain  Doughty's  company,  and  the  few  troops 
in  advance  ofthe  left  flaok  of  the  fifth  regiment, 
(just  before  mentioned)  aod  a  large  body  of  horse, 
which  was  kept  idle,  had  come  from  Washington. 

The  enemy  having  reached  Bladensburg.  de- 
scended the  hill,  about  twelve  o'clock,  in  a  very 
fioe  style,  and  soon  showed  his  intention  to  force 
his  way  by  the  bridge.  Assisted  by  some  dis- 
ehargejiof  rockets,  (which  were  afterwards  in- 
dustriously continued,)  he  made  an  effort  to  throw 
across  the  bridge  a  strong  body  of  infantry,  but 
he  was  driven  back  at  the  very  commencement 
of  it,  with  evident  loss,  by  the  artillery  in  the 
battery,  which  principally  acted  upon  the  street 
or  road  near  the  bridge,  and  he  literally  disap- 
peared behind  the  houses.  The  effort  was  not 
immediately  repeated;  but  the  artillery  continued 
its  fire,  with  a  view,  as  it  seemed,  to  interrupt  the 
discharge  of  rockets,  as  in  some  degree  it  did,  and 
otherwise  to  check  the  enemy's  operations. 

After  a  long  pause,  during  whicn  I  conjectured 
(erroneously,  as  1  have  since  been  told)  that  the 
enemy,  less  confident  than  before  of  the  passage 
of  the  bridge,  detached  a  corps  of  some  strength 
to  make  its  way  by  the  ford,  in  the  old  Baltimore 
road,  a  second  attempt  was  made  to  cross  the 
bridge,  with  increased  numbers  and  greater  cel- 
erity of  movement.    This,  too,  was  encountered 


by  the  artillery  in  the  hattny,liQt  Mtviiki 
former  aueeesa,  although  it  wm  khH  rittpa 
spirit,  and  commanded  hj  oflicm  tf  lehsr! 
edged  skill  and  courage,  la  eoosqnee,  i  kf 
eornmnof  theenemy,  which  wuewfaooKi 
reinforced,  either  bv  the  way  of  theMpork] 
the  ford  immediately  above  it,  wuaes/brfl 
on  the  Washington  side,  and  tomensJebai- 
tery,  and  the  inadequate  force  bjfvbuvas 
to  be  supported.  While  the  CBeayiBniK 
a  distance,  the  company  on  oor  r^lcoa- 
manded  by  Captain  Uoughif )  disebii^  »«• 
pieces  and  fled,  although  be  ippeindiuti 
in  his  power  to  restrain  them,  u  I  ayal  ii^ 
My  two  companies  were  now  (wiilicc  ouk 
known  aid  than  the  other  eompsofoitklE 
to  protect  the  artillery,  and  to  reeeire them 
force  of  the  enemy,  which  wai  npidlf  mcoi 
lating.  PoUowiag  the  enmple  whiek  kid  is 
set  them  by  the  company  on  their  rigHiltfii 
began  to  fire  somewhat  tootooo;bo(aits|i> 
gress,  their  fire  was  manifeidf  desu«dre,iii 
for  a  short  time  teemed  to  prodaeediior^<<< 
hesitation  in  the  enemy's  nab  Tkenw 
however,  soon  pressed  forward  agiiOiW^n 
close  at  hand  when  the  artillery  di>eogiifi»i!< 
fire.  Its  danger  had  become  iomiiei^i^" 
was  apparent  that  it  coolddoDOtliiiga»»'^ 
actual  station  to  retard  theenemf'tpfOP*  ^ 
advance,  which  threatened  the  #(<i[^,^ 
tion,  and  had  almost  reached  ft,  wis  pm^lf 
of  the  line  of  any  fire  which  the  MMJ^ 
brasures  of  the  battery  would  tdmit;  w«'*^ 
presume  that  it  would  have  been  dlct-\" 
impracticable,  to  depress  the  goM;"."^!! 
brasures  (the  ground  of  ihehatterrbeioff* 
erably  elevated)  so  as  to  touch  the «fle«Jf«*«'' 

near  approach.  ..  •  .l,. 

My  companies  were  now  io  ikitc«*o«  «' 
their  right  was  on  the  VoiniotUai^-l^. 
as  the  battery  was  evidently  «***"*„;  L 
ated,  and  Captain  Aisquiih*!  ^^[^^^^ 
weak  to  keep  the  enemy  in  «*»*  "  ^oJ 
followed  that  they  were  in  tl*[f' "' '^U 
to  the  same  peril-  Our  »«•» jatje,  n«^ 
(somewhat  more  than  one  ^^^^^  ^ 
not  hope  to  make  an  effectoii  J*■^Jj^^QB^ 
enemy,  even  if  he  should  *»««ku«2« 
where  there  was  very  little  in  t^f  **7i-pel 
ral  obstructions  to  break  hii  ^^^^J^ 
his  march.    Thejine  of  oo^km^^  ^^ 

fifth  regiment,  (the  nearest  vwWe^WJ^a^ 
was,  of  necessity,  across  the  ©P"  "y  jjff 
rear,  and  only  one  of  my  ^^^f^Lio^ 
nets.    Under  these  circumstances oU^j;. 

both  companies  began,  at  the  ?"J  'r^.f 
move  towirds  lbeariaiery,nowinjh«j^^: 
beriog  its  guns.  The  retreat  of  mj^  ., 
the  artillery  appeared  to  be  «ofl»»J»'^^^ 
whole  fell  back  upon  the  fifth  Kgio«»^i^ 
left  flank  of  which  a  great  part 
panics  were  halted,  and  formed  ^ 

by  the  adjutant,  aod  ••fg*"''"*^^-^ ' 
enemy  succeeded  insttnlly  to  tbeir  r^ 

followed  in  the  rear  of  this  r^^^/r^^0 
eaping  capture,  and  fooad  mym«"' 
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mbore  described,  ready  once  more  ta  act 
Mt  the  enemy.  It  is  here  my  duty  to  say, 
altiioogh  the  predicament  in  which  my  two 
Moies  were  piaced^  when  ihey  moyed  from 
\ghi  of  the  battery,  was  almost  as  desperate 
could  be,  I  had  given  no  orders  to  retire,  and 
ot  at  that  moment  intend  to  do  so.  I  can- 
ind  certainly  do  not,  blame  them  for  antici* 
g  such  orders^  when  they  saw  their  desolate 
tioo,  and  discorered  that  the  artillery,  with 
h  they  had  been  connected  as  a  supporting 
,  could  not  continae  its  fire,  or  hope  to  main- 
ts  ground.  My  justification  for  withholding 
irders  to  reireat  is,  that  I  had  none  myself, 
urtber,  that  baring  found  that  the  enemy 
neither  artillery  nor  cavalry,  I  thought  we 
t  venture  upon  another  fire,  which  could  not 
iherwise  th^n  deadly,  now  that  the  enemy 
at  a  small  distance  from  our  muzzles.    1 

this  other  justification,  (which  I  hope  I 
be  pardoned  fur  mentioning,)  that,  as  I  was 
ilf  on  foot,  and  had  no  horse  near  me,  I  in- 
(d  my  foil  share  of  the  hazard  of  too  long  a 
^  It  is  not  improbable,  however,  that  I  was 
ig,  and  that  I  owed  it  to  these  brave  men  to 
draw  them,  even  at  an  earlier  period,  from 
X  where,  beyond  all  question,  if  they  had  re- 
ed much  longer,  they  must  have  been  taken 
ners  or  cut  to  pieces ;  at  any  rate,  I  take  pride 
taring  my  testimony  to  their  bravery  and 

of  which  rhad  many  proofs  during  the 
e  trial  to  which  they  were  exposed  on  that 
disastrous  occasion,  amidst  such  privations, 
uragementSy  and  hardships,  as  might  have 
led  the  spirit,  and  beaten  down  the  strength 
iter  an  soldiers, 
e  fifth  rei^iment  had  now  to  receive  the  en- 

and,  with  slight  exceptions,  it  kept  its 
id  with  exemplary  steadiness,  and  maintain- 
regular  and  spirited  fire,  until  after  it  was 
ed  by  General  Winder  to  retreat,  and  after 
lecessity  of  retreat  was  perfectly  obvious, 
men  adhered  to  its  left,  and  did  their  duty 
,  and  finally  retired  with  it,  the  whole  in 
derable  disorder.  The  troops  of  which  I 
spoken,  (in  advance  of  its  left,)  appeared  to 
re  well,  but  were  aooo  withdrawn  or  driven 

their  station,  which  the  enemy  could,  in- 
,  reach  with  his  shot  without  being  seen  by 

»thing  could  be  more  critical  than  the  sitoa- 
of  the  fifth  regiment  when  it  began  to  retire, 
ght  had  been  thrown  open  to  the  enemv  by 
recipitate  retreat  of  the  greater  part,  if  not 
vhole  of  Qeneral  Stansbury's  brigaue.  Its 
lad  nothing  to  protect  it;  and,  even  if  the 
ly  had  sent  no  force  by  the  ford,  on  the  old 
more  road,  to  gain  its  rear,  that  which  he 
pushed  on  by  the  mill  road,  and  the  ground 
sent,  was  sufficiently  formidable.  Its  front 
singularly  liable  to  be  galled  with  impunity 

the  orchard,  from  the  barn,  and  from  other 
rs,  within  striking  distance  of  which  it  had 

posted,  while  itself  was  not  covered  by  aoy- 
\y  and  could  hardly  act  upon  anything.  I 
L  with  the  mpre  confidence  of  the  gooa  be- 
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baviour  of  this  regiment,  because  I  was  constant- 
ly  with  my  men  while  they  acted  with  it,  except 
only  for  two  or  three  minutes,  when  I  was  em« 
ployed  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  mill 
road,  immediately  on  their  left,  from  whence  I 
expected  an  attack.  I  was,  during  all  this  time, 
too,  on  horseback,  (having  obtained  a  horse  after 
we  were  driven  from  our  first  position,)  and  had 
thus  the  best  op|)ortunities  of  observation.  During 
a  part  of  this  time  1  saw  Qeneral  Winder  zeal* 
ously  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  his  very  anxious 
and  arduous  duties,  and  manifesting  the  courage 
which  becomes  a  gentleman  and  a  soldier. 

Of  the  conduct  of  Captain  Aisquith's  company 
I  know  no  more  than  he  and  oihers  hare  tola  me. 
I  feel  assured  that  it  did  well,  and  that  the  enemv 
felt  the  efiftfct  of  the  activity  and  resolution  which 
distinguished  it.  My  battalion  sustained  some 
small  loss  in  wounded  \  and  Captain  Baden  was 
made  prisoner. 

A  wound  inflicted  in  the  field,  (from  which 
the  5th  regiment  and  mv  men  retreated, '  as 
above  stated,)  by  a  musket  ball,  which  struck  my 
right  arm  in  front,  a  little  above  the  elbow,  and 
passing  through  it  broke  the  bone,  disabled  me 
from  (urther  service,  and  made  it  necessary  that  I 
should  not  long  delay  to  obtain  surgical  assist- 
ance. In  this  state  I  leA  the  field,  with  (or  a 
little  after)  the  last  of  our  friends,  about  five  or 
six  in  number,  among  whom,  I  believe,  was  Mr. 
Meredith  of  the  5ih.  The  enemy  was  then  very 
close,  and  his  fire  was  incessant  but  inaccurate. 
I  have  no  further  knowledge  of  the  transaction 
to  which  your  letter  relates. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

WM.PINKNBY.    ' 

Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson,  dbc. 


Captain  BurcKw  Statement, 
City  of  Wasbimqton,  Oct.  12, 1814. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  request,  I  make  the 
following  statement: 

On  the  19th  of  August  last,  early  in  the  day,  I 
was  ordered  to  call  out  my  comfany  for  actual 
service,  being,  at  the  time,  informed  that  the  whole 
body  01  the  militia  wereordered  intoaciual  service. 
as  it  was  ascertained  that  the  enemy  had  landed 
near  Benedict,  and  were  about  to  proceed  to  this 
city.  In  the  evening  of  that  dav,  the  first  brigade 
was  paraded,  and  about  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the 
20th,  we  marched  from  the  city  in  the  direction 
of  Benedict,  and  encamped  for  that  night  about 
three  miles  beyond  the  Eastern  Branch,  when 
Cieneral  Winder  took  the  command.  On  Saturday, 
the  21st,  we  marched  on,  and  p.ncam|>ed  that  night 
at  the  Woodyard,  about  fourteen  miles  from  this 
place.  On  Monday  morning  it  was  understood 
in  camp,  that  the  enemy  had.  by  rapid  marches, 
got  within  a  short  distance  or  our  encampment: 
upon  which  the  Commanding  General  detached 
Major  Peter,  with  his  company  of  artillery.  Cap- 
tain Davidson's  infantry,  and  Captain  Stull's 
riflemen,  as  an  advanced  party,  to  reconnoitre 
and  hold  the  enemy  in  check.  They  advanced 
some  distance^  and  were  soon  after  followed  by 
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the  brigade,  for  two  miles,  when  it  wa»  baited, 
Md  partially  formed  in  order  of  battle.  Major 
Peter  met  the  enemy,  who  immediately  fled  off 
cm  the  left,  aod  took  the  rtiad  to  Upper  Mari- 
boroagh.  Major  Peter  baring  retomed  with  his 
command,  the  whole  of  the  troops  were  imme- 
diately marched  back  to  the  Old  Fields,  where 
we  encamped  that  night.  On  Tuesday  morning, 
the  same  party,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Peter,  was  agam  sent  out  to  reconnoitre  and  skir- 
mish with  the  enemy ;  and  between  four  and  Ave 
oi^dlock  of  that  erening,  we  learned  that  they 
were  actoally  engaged  with  the  British  forces. 
The  line  of  battle  was  then  formed  without  delay, 
and  we  reniained  so  until  Major  Peter  came  tip 
and  took  his  position  in  the  line.  In  a  few  min- 
utes orders  were  carried  through  the  line,  for  an 
immediate  retreat  to  Washington,  as  it  was  said 
the  enemy  was  too  strong  for  us.  I  receired  or- 
ders to  remain  on  the  ground  upon  which  we 
were  A)rmed,  until  all  the  troops  had  marched, 
and  then,  every  fifteen  minutes,  to  send  off  two 
of  my  pieces  with  the  proper  number  of  men, 
until  I  bad  despatched  all  six  of  them.  That,  if 
the  enemy  appeared  in  the  meantime,  (and  bis 
appearance  was  every  moment  expected,)  to  open 
my  battery  upon  him,  ami  continue  to  fire  as  long 
as  I  could  do  so  in  safety,  and  then  retreat  as  fast 
as  poHsible,  and  join  the  main  body.  Just  as  I 
hat]  despatched  the  second  division  of  my  guns, 
the  aid-de-carop  of  Brigadier  Smith,  of  the  Dis- 
trict militia,  eave  me  orders  to  move  off  with 
the  whole  as  fast  as  possible.  As  the  main  body 
had,  by  this  time,  got  a  considerable  distance 
ahead,  I  was  unable  to  get  op  with  the  rear  until 
they  arrived  at  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  when 
my  men  were  so  greatly  fatigned,  that  they  could 
scarcely  stand  by  their  gtras.  After  we  had  crossed 
the  bridge  into  the  city,  and  pitched  oor  tents,  be- 
tween twelve  and  one  o'clock  at  night,  Qeoeral 
Winder  came  to  my  tent  aod  called  me  out ;  he  ob- 
aerredthat  be  knew  my  men  were  worn  down  with 
fatigue  and  from  the  loss  of  rest;  but  that,  ioall  prob- 
ability, one  of  the  Itst  sood  acts  which  it  miffbt  ever 
be  in  my  power  codo  tor  my  country,  would  be  that 
night.  He  wished  me  to  take  thirty  of  my  men, 
ifith  three  of  my  guns^  and  defend  the  passngeof 
the  lower  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  as  he  nad  reason 
to  believe  the  enemy  would  attempt  the  passage  of 
it  that  night.  Qeneral  Winder  further  observed, 
that  he  had  some  time  before  left  directions  at 
the  Navy  Yard  for  a  boat  to  be  sent  to  the  bridge, 
with  combustibles  to  blow  it  up,  in  case  it  became 
necessary,  but  that  hiv  orders  had  not  been  at- 
tended to,  and  that  he  should  not  go  to  rest  until 
he  had  sent  me  the  boat.  I  took  my  thirty  men 
and  three  ffuns,  and  proceeded  to  the  foot  of  the 
bridge,  with  orders  to  open  upon  the  enemy,  if  he 
appeared,  as  soon  as  our  rear  guard  had  come 
over,  and  that  if  the  enemy  succeeded  in  getting 
upon  the  bridge,  to  set  fire  to  the  boat  and  blow 
it  up,  and  then  to  resume  mv  position  and  recom- 
mence my  fire.  A  little  before  daybreak  the  boat 
arrived,  and  was  placed  under  the  arch  next  the 
draw.  I  kept  this  position  without  rest  or  re- 
ueshment  until  ten  o'clock  on  Wedoasday  morn* 


iog,  the  dith,  whoB  I  was  relieved  by 
Barneys    I  was  then  ordered  to  lewve  eaeofmf 
pieces  and  fifteen  men  mt  the  bvidi^  aa^  da 
direetion  of  Colonel  Wadasrorth,  aelipined(c 
with  the  baiaaee  imoMdiately  to  TlMn*iiig.  I 
did^ao,  and  when  I  arrived  near  the  kern  fit*, 
I  was  again  ordered  to  leave  nro  of  of  fw  sad 
a  party  of  oaen  in  the  aaun  rom^mkfak  on 
with  the  reaiainiBg  thvee  and  the  feotorfoy 
men,  and  to  report  myself  nt  Bladenabaii  ate- 
eral  Winder.    I  proceeded  ootil  I  nnifc^i^ia 
a  short  distance  of  DiadmaUuiH^  whcs  1  tad 
mnch  diflknlty  in  flndieg  the  UcecmL  I  rvkt 
up  and  down  the  whele  laoe  to  aearek  d  Vnn, 
and  when  I  leinrned,  I  foood  that  myfi»M 
been  moved  off  te  the  left;  I  follewed  stta 
orertoek  them  jostaa  they  were  fonned  in  tah 
tery  near  the  extfeme  left  of  cJie  lim.   I  iba 
discovered  the  Qenera4,  s»d  nppHad  to  bin  hr 
directions ;  he  replied,  **  Cnptnio,  there  is  t&ea- 
emy,  (peioting  to  the  British  w^oweiv  ifceaa 
plaii»  view,)  take  charge  of  yoor  pieees."   l^ 
moon  led,  and  took  charipe  or  mj  picceaaad  to  t 
few  momeots  we  openra  amr  fiw,  wbicb  prsve: 
to  be  very  galling  to  the  enemy,  and  after  ifa^ 
about  fifteen  ronnda,  the  fifth  rcguacaf  «f  A^ 
more  advanced  aod  eoomefieed  ^se  ke-  By 
the  advance  of  this  rmment  one  ofaf  faaa 
was  masked,  which  rendered  it  neelev;  desther 
two  continued  the  fire  wkh  moch  cfteL  The 
infantry,  who  were  poaied  on  oiy  nghi  mm  a  p^ 
tection  to  my  pieces,  havieg  gieen  waf,  Geacfal 
Winder,  in  person,  ordered  me  to  Umhrrsad  le- 
treat.    I  did  not  do  so  immediately,  betini  tve 
or  three  rounds,  when  tiK  Geneial  i«)MaitikB 
order  in  a  peremptory  manner.  Weienreattdsfew 
yards,  when  he  observed  to  ne  thai  he  thsagfc:  I 
might  venture  to  unlimber  one  of  my  pitees  aad 
give  them  another  fire*    I  wats  ia  ibeaci  cf 
so^  but  as  the  enemy  advaaeedao  uydlyAe 
termaadad  it,  and  again  ordered  laeaai    / 
no  mon  of  the  Qeneial  that  dbf ;  the 
that  after  retreating  a  mile  srtea,! 
hausted  from  fatigne,  faatingaad  hmt,  I 
able  to  keep  up  with  my  gnu^  and  Ictt  hebnd 
them  some  yards.    I  faiated  .by  the  sidt  of  a 
fence  unobserved  by  my  men*    Aiier  amsiae  me 
they  aa^posed  I  had  been  Uken  priaoae^  W^ea 
I  came  to  my  recoUeetion,  I  feend  mysrif  i^  a€  a 
fever,  notwithsunding  which,  I  procured  i  hosm 
aad  foaad  and  Joined  mv  company  oa  the  voa^ 
from  Mont^mery  Goarthoase  to  BaUiiaore.  sad 
marched  with  them  to  Snell^  bridge^  where  as 
were  halted,  aad  afterwatda  ceaateramebed  :> 
this  place. 

BBlVJAMin  BURCH. 
Captain  WaMngtvm  ififdBrr^ 

Hon.  R.  NL  Johns  oa. 


Q^ain  CcOdweWs  atatewtffU. 

The  following  is  believed  to  be  nearly  i 
estimate  of  the  cavalry  on  the  ground,  at 
tie  of  Bladensbiirg,  24ih  August  last: 
CoL  LavalPa  United  Statea^  oonpt^ 
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saaaasatBtaimim 


&  sqotdroa  of  Coloiwl  Tilghituft'«  regt m't, 
M«  M.,  sb<Mit  ------ 

\  sqaadron,  eommftiid  of  Major  Ridgdy, 
M.  Ji^a;faoiit 

[Sapmio  Herbert's  rroofft,  M.  M^  alyoat 

Captain  Grahaai^a  iioop,  Tiiginia,  abooa   « 

Total       -       .       .       - 


The  Alexmodria  troop,  under  CvptaMi  Tboro" 
ora,  and  tbeOoorfftoirii  troop,  oo^erLieatenavt 
ViiiiatDti  /both  sowU.jt  aeeoBpanied*  Coioool 
lomroe  oo-  tbo  int  dmy  w  tbo  alamr  lo  reeoamot* 
«  ibe  ewrmf,  and  bad  ao  BMDy  detaiahed  on  di^ 
trent  doftM  as  left  bm  •  kfw  aeattoii^'ettea  oo 
lefieldi 

Part  of  tbo  Watbington  troop  were  attacbed  to 
}eoeral  Wiader,  and  had  been  generally  detacb- 
d  in  carrying  eapmtes  oreonveyiogtrnteni;  cbe 
Bmainder  were  on-  vidette  doty.'  Oa  tbe-moro- 
ig  of  the  84ib  tbey  were  seat  to  patrol  the  rmid 
etween  tke  Eastera  Braneb  brt^e  aod  tbe  eao- 
ly.  and  did  not  lea?e  the  rear  of  ibe  enemy  in 
ime  to  cross  tbo  bridge  and  join  tbe  army,  till 
lie  army  was  on  tbe  retreat,  eteept  tbieeorfoar, 
rho  were  employed  in  conveying  orders,  te.,  or 
rbererer  tbey  coald  be  osef o  I . 

B.  B.  CALDWBLL. 


SttUemeM  of  General  Hur^erford, 

Oq  tbe  23d  of  July  was  called  on  by  the  fixe* 
ative  of  Virgioia,  to  take  command  of  (he  mili- 
a  in  the  Ngrthern  Neck;  after  which  General 
[adison  was  called  into  service,  and  Major  Qeo- 
-al  Parker,  to  lake  the  command  of  tbe  two  bri- 
ftdes  under  Huogerford  aod  Madison.  On  tbe 
gbteenth  of  August  General  Winder  wrote  to 
leneral  Huogerford  to  mareh  wiib  expedition  to 
le  city,  with  tbe  forces  under  bis  command, 
'his  letter  was  received  on  the  21bt,  at  camp 
(omioy  HaH,  in  the  Northero  Neck,  about  one 
undred  and  twenty-five  miles  from  Wasbiogton. 
lis  force  consisted  of  three  regiments,  under  Col* 
aels  Boyd)  Branhami  and  Parker.  About  four* 
?en  hundred  men,  effectives,  marched  oo  towards 
le  city,  and  Colonels  Downey  and  Cbawning. 
'bo  were  in  tbe  counties  of  Nortbumberlaod  ana 
iSDcaster,  were  direoted  to  follow  with  their 
sgiments. 

A  ieiier  was  received  from  Colonel  Joha  Tay* 
^  on  the  24th,  dated  tbe  23d,  stating  that  the 
ecretary  of  War  required  despatch,  and  directed 
le  troops  to  naarcb  oo  by  regiments,  or  even 
Doipaaies,  if  necessary.  On  Sunday,  the  28th, 
ras  at  Neabseo,  about  twenty-four  miles  from 
Jexandria ;  was  waited  upon  by  a  committee 
om  Alexandria  about  two  o'clock,  wbo  deliver* 
1  a  communication  from  the  corporation  of 
Jexandria,  stating  that  tbe  town  had  no  artil- 
iry  or  military  force  to  protect  it,  and  tbey  in- 
snded  to  surrender  at  discretion  to  the  enemy ; 
ad  that  the  town  bjeing  under  the  command  of 
le  civil  autbority,  it  would  be  injurious  to  tbe 
iwn  for  any  mifitary  forces  to  march  to  Alexan- 
ria.    General  Huagerford  informed  the  comaiit* 


tee  that  be  sboold  move  oo,  and  be  goverMd 
by  circomstaaoes.  He  reeetved  a  liae  on  the 
same  dajr  fram  Coiooel  Monroe,  directing  biai  to 
mancb  witb:  all  possible  despatch  to  Almndria^ 
aad  if  tbe  enesiy  bad  passed  Alexandria  to  aafch 
oa  to  tbe  olty. 

On  the  morning  of  ibo  29tb,  about  tea  aiilee 
from  AlexaadriB,  anotber  deputatioa  wttited  on 
GhBaeral  Bangerford,  with  a  printed  order  of  tba 
corporatioo,  amoQBting  to  a  reif  uest  tbat  heaboaM 
not  proceed  on  to  Alexandria,  aad  iat^rropi  tlie 
arraagtment  made  witb  tbe  eneoy.  To  ^ia 
eommuaieatioo  General  Huogerford  replied,  that 
bo  waa  aeting  ooder  tbe  orders  of  the  Gtovera* 
meat,  aod  sbould  execute  thoee  orden,  aod  aa^ 
cor4iQglv  proceeded  on  biemareb.  Wbea  witbia 
three  Mtiea  of  Alexai»drta  be  was  met  by  Waker  * 
Jones,  Baq.,  who  iaformed  him  that  the  Fresideat 
aod  Colonel  Moaroe  desired  him  to  stafiaa  bit 
foreea  iotbe  rear  of  Alexandria;  detaeb  five  bua^ 
red  iBieB  to  tbe  beigbt  just  below  Mason's  Islaod: 
and  aeod  one  boadred'  aad  fifty  or  two  baadrea 
to  Aquia,  to  co-operate  agaiost  the  enemy.  A 
written  order  was  receifsed  from  Cohmel  Monroe 
to'tbe  same  effeot  chat  evening.  General  Haa* 
gerford  arrived  witb  tbe  three  first  regimeats  in 
tbe  rear  of  Alexandria  oa  the  2dib,  aboot  five 
o'clock  in  tbe  eveoing,  where  he  remained  till  tba 
first  day  of  September.  He  was  then  ordered  to 
the  White  House,  with  a  part  of  his  forces,  toeo^ 
operate  wkh  tbe  naval  forces  under  Oommodbra 
Porter. 


No.  9. 


Btpmft  Jrom  tJm  Nemif  Depariment,  indmdiaf 
ika  qficml  report  of  CbmaMMbre  JBame^ 

Navt  Dcpa&tmkkt,  Oa,  3, 1814. 

Sta :  In  compliance  witb  your  letter  of  the  26tb 
instant,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed 
by  the  honorable  House  of  Representatives,  "  to 
inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  success  of  the  ene- 
my in  bis  enterprises  against  this  metropolis,  and 
the  neighboring  town  of  Alexandria:  aod  into 
the  manner  in  which  the  public  buildings  and 
property  were  destroyed,  aod  the  amoont  there* 
of;''  and  witb^our  request  ''for  such  informa* 
tioo  on  tbe  subject  as  may  be  in  mv  power^  and 
more  particularly  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of 
tbe  Navy  Yard,  and  the  amount  of  public  prop- 
erty destroyed,"  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the 
following  report  of  the  measures  adopted  by  this 
Department,  and  of  the  facts  within  my  knowi^ 
edse,  in  relation  to  the  objects  of  this  inquiry : 

In  obedience  to  the  general  instructions  and 
early  solicitude  of  the  President,  in  anticipatioa 
of  the  probable  desi^s  of  the  enemy  to  liarase 
the  country  io  this  vicinity,  and  to  attempt  the 
invasion  of  this  metropolis,  I  directed,  in  the 
month  of  May  last,  three  twelve-pounders  to  be 
mounted  on  field  carriages,  by  the  mechanics  of 
the  Navy  Yard,  and  completely  equipped  and  fur- 
nished tor  field  service.  To  these  the  marines 
at  headquarters  were  trained,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Miller,  and  prepared  to  act  either  as 
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artillerists  or  iDfantry,  as  the  service  nuigbt  re- 
^aire.  A  short  time  previoas  to  the  reioforce- 
neot  of  the  enemy  in  the  Patozent,  I  eaased  two 
long  eighteen  pounders  to  be  mounted  on  field 
carriages,  and  prepared  in  like  nunner  for  field 
serrice,  ready  to  be  attached  to  the  command  of 
Commodore  Barney,  should  the  enemy  at  any 
time  compel  him  to  abandon  the  flotilla  under  his 
command  on  the  Patuzent,  and  the  emergency 
call  for  the  aid  of  his  force  in  defence  of  the  ca|^- 
ital  or  of  Baltimore. 

For  this  eventual  service  that  officer  was  in- 
atmcted  to  prepare;  and  by  his  zeal  and  activity 
his  men  acquired  the  ezpert  use  of  their  muskets, 
and  a  capacity,  as  veil  as  an  ardent  disposition 
to  be  useful  fo  their  country  on  either  element. 

On  the  26th  of  July,  in  consequence  of  the  men- 
acing movements  of  the  enemy  near  the  Kettle 
Bottoms,  in  the  Potomac,,  which  it  was  said  they 
were  sounding  and  buoyine  off^  the  letter  A  was 
written;  but,  on  account  of  information  received 
on  the  same  day,  the  letter  B,  countermanding  the 
former,  was  written. 

The  enemy  in  the  Patuzent  was  occupied  in 
depredating  upon  its  shores,  until  larg?  reinforce- 
ments arrived  at  the  mouth  of  that  river  on  the 
18th  of  August,  the  account  of  which  was  com- 
mdnleated  on  the  19th  to  the  Department,  by 
Commodore  Barney,  in  the  letter  C,  with  a  list  of 
the  naval  force  of  the  enemy  annezed. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19ih.  information  was 
received  at  the  Department  from  Captain  Gor- 
don, commanding  the  United  States'  naval  force 
at  Norfolk,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  16tb  came 
in  from  sea.  and  proceeded  up  the  bay,  twenty- 
two  sail  or  enemy's  vessels,  viz:  two  seventy- 
fours,  one  sizty-four,  one  razee,  seven  frigates, 
seven  transports,  and  two  or  three  brigs  or  schoon- 
ers, which,  it  appears  by  letter  C,  joined  the  force 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Patuzent  on  the  18th;  the 
whole  of  which  ascended  the  Patuzent  near  to 
Benedict,  on  the  IBih  and  19th,  and  commenced 
debarking  the  troops.  The  letter  marked  D  was 
immediately  written  to  Commodore  Barnev;find 
the  letter  B  to  Commodore  Rogers;  aod  the  let- 
ter F  to  Captain  Porter ;  urging  the  two  latter  to 
repair  with  their  forces  towards  this  city  with 
the  utmost  ezpedition. 

Commodore  Rodgers  had  previously  made  the 
most  judicious  arrangements  to  transport,  with 
celerity,  the  marines  and  the  principal  part  of  the 
seamen  under  his  command  on  the  Delaware  sta- 
tion, to  the  head-waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  or  to 
Baltimore,  upon  any  sudden  emergency ;  and  had 
organized  and  disciplined  his  men  with  a  view  to 
such  service.  It  appears,  however,  by  his  letters 
Q  and  H,  that,  with. every  possible  ezertioo,  he 
did  not  reach  Baltimore  until  the  25ih,  conse- 
quently too  late  to  participate  in  the  defence  of 
tne  metropolis,  against  a  force,  the  greater  part 
of  which  came  in  from  sea  on  the  16th,  was  first 
known  to  the  Department  to  have  arrived  on  the 
19th,  marched  from  Benedict  on  the  20tb,  and  en- 
tered the  capital  on  the  24th. 

Haviofi^  sent  to  General  V^inder  on  the  19th  a 
copy  of  fetter  C,  on  the  20th  I  called  on  him  at 


his  quarters,  at  McKeowio's,  to  siiow  him  thekt- 
ter  I  had  just  received  from  Commodare  fitraef, 
and  my  order  to  that  officer  to  joio  and  es«pBite 
with  the  force  under  his  conmaDd,  (aeelroerJLj 
also  to  point  out  those  rolooteer  corps  it  kssroir 
that  comprised  the  mechanios  of  the  Nan  Yudf 
who,  being  ezcellent  axemeoy   woaM  set  will 
great  effect  as  pioneers.    As  it  wasoadeoMd 
that  a  strong  squadron  of  the  eoeoiy^  Wfkk 
eo-operation  with  his  land  foree,  had  psM^  tie 
principal  obstacle  in  the  Potomaie,  and  mdf 
reurded  in  its  ascent  by  coatimrj  wisdi.aiiiat 
which  it  was  warping  with  gieat  ezeitioB,la- 
preased  to  him  my  solicitode  for  the  defcaa  d 
Fort  Wasbingtoa,  and  fwopooed  to  throw  tkeas- 
rines,  who  had  been  traioed  to  artillery  exiRR, 
and  a  part  of  the  aeamen,  into  that  fort,  for  is 
defence. 

The  Qeaeral  did  not  conceive  the  stale  sf  fas 
force  such  as  to  warrant  the  abstiactioB  oTsocf- 
cient  a  part  as  that  of  the  marines  aad  teta» 
from  the  main  body,  which  was  to  oppose  tte^ 
rect  advance  of  the  enemy's  anof  oa  tke  eitv; 
and,  indeed,  his  objection  appeared  to  have  wngiL 
He  did  not,  however,  consider  Port  Waikuftfi 
as  tenable. 

On  the  21st  the  letter  L  vns  nodni  hm 
Commodore  Barney,  and  a  detaehmeatsf  tboet 
one  hundred  and  ten  marines,  with  three tvrivei 
and  two  eiahteen  pounders,  under  the  csaicu& 
of  Captain  ftf  liter,  marched  from  the  headqatrteo 
to  join  Commodore  Barney,  and  reached  ^ 
Woodyard  that  evening. 

In  the  course  of  this  day  and  the  fdloviet  1 
viittted  the  Navy  Yard,  and  inquired  of  tkttsor 
mandant  what  were  the  means  of  transportati^ 
and  what  assistance  he  had  in  the  yani?  Be 
stated  that  all  the  mechanics  of  the  yard  were, 
and  had  been,  with  the  army  from  theimMlarm; 
that  no  persons  remained  bat  the  €Sea9  o/*  ike 
yard,  three  besides  himseli|  and  a  rerjfew  of  the 
ordinary,  chiefly  blacks;  that  two  of  the  old  gna- 
boats  were  the  onlv  craft  for  traasporutioa  \  thai 
all  the  wagons  in  the  District  bad  been  hue4  or 
impressed  for  the  army ;  and  ibai  those  Uacb 
who  were  usually  to  be  had  for  hire,  wee  eoi- 
ployed  on  the  works  at  Bladensborg. 

I  directed  him  to  employ  all  the  meaas  hekai, 
or  could  procure,  to  load  the  ganboau  with  pre- 
vision and  powder,  and  send  them  np  to  the  Lit- 
tle Falls;  employ  as  many  wagons  as  coold  be 
either  hired  or  impressed,  and  convey  as  mack  d 
the  navy  powder  as  possible  from  the  mapziae 
on  the  Eastern  Branch,  to  Mr.  DatanyH  ban.  sfi 
the  Vi  rei  nia  side  of  the  Potomac^  abont  nine  oii^ 
above  the  city;  to  direct  Messrs.  Grayson.  S(# 
and  Williams,  to  transport  the  pablie  powder  frens 
their  works  to  the  same  place;  and  to  cobiib^ 
transporting  the  most  valuable  and  poruble  vi- 
cles  from  the  yard  to  any  place  of  safety,  witkr 
the  means  he  could  command. 

The  poblic  vessels  afloat  at  the  Navy  Tn 
were  the  new  sloop  of  war  Argns,  iwith  her^ 
mounted,  her  topmasts  launched,  and  herifi^ 
and  detached  equipments  complete   on  si«*^ 
store;  the  new  schooner  Lynz  and   thm<« 
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barges,  ooe  of  the  first,  and  two  of  the  seeond 
class,  completely  equipped,  with  the  two  gaoboats 
before  mentioned. 

On  the  slip  was  the  new  frigate  Colambia^  of 
the  largest  class,  caulked,  ready  for  coppering, 
lod  nearly  so  for  launching.  Her  masts,  spars, 
tops,  dbc,  almost  finished  in  the  mast- house ;  gun 
carriages  nearly  completed;  her  sails  made,  and 
n  the  loft;  her  rigging  fitted;  blocks  all  made; 
ind  her  equipments,  generally,  in  great  forward - 
less. 

Besides  the  buildings,  engines,  fixtures,  and  shop 
*arntture,  of  the  seTeral  mechanical  branches  in 
he  Navy  Yard,  there  were  about  one  hundred 
oQs  of  cordage,  some  canvass,  a  considerable 
luantity  of  saltpetre,  copper,  iron,  lead,  block  tin, 
>locks,  ship  chandlery,  naval  and  ordnance  stores, 
mplementa,  and  fixed  ammunition,  with  a  vari- 
tty  of  manufactured  articles  io  all  the  branches; 
even  teen  hundred  and  forty-three  barrels  of  beef 
Ad  pork,  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  barrels 
if  whibkey,  and  a  moderate  stock  of  plank  and 
imber. 

Had  there  been  a  prospect  of  transporting  the 
loop  of  war  Argus  to  a  place  of  safety,  the  rep- 
eseatations  of  the  commandant  will  show  that 
le  had  not  the  means  of  transporting  her,  and 
here  appeared  to  be  no  situation  in  which  she 
ould  be  placed,  in  which  she  would  not  fall  into 
de  hands  of  the  enemy,  in  the  event  of  his  get- 
ing  possession  of  the  city.  It,  therefore,  only 
emained  to  endeavor  to  save  all  the  stores  that 
ould  be  transported,  and  the  small  vessels,  par- 
icularly  the  barges,  if  practicable,  by  running 
iem  up  to  the  Little  Falls.  This  was  directed 
>  be  done. 

On  the  S2d  the  letter  M  was  received  from 
*ommodore  Barney*  In  the  evening  of  that  day 
accompanied  the  President  to  General  Winder^s 
amp  at  the  Old  Fields,  and  passed  the  night  in 
'ommodore  Barney's  tent;  the  army  of  the  ene- 
ly  at  Upper  Marlborough,  eight  miles  distant. 
^a  the  morning  of  the  23d  reviewed  the  seamen 
nd  marines,  whose  appearance  and  preparations 
or  battle  promised  all  that  could  be  expected  from 
ool  intrepidity,  and  a  high  state  of  discipline. 

la  the  hope  that  Commodore  Rodgers  might 
rrive  that  evening  at  Baltimore,  and  not  doubt- 
1^  that  the  enemy  would  be  retarded  on  his 
larch  by  obstacles  and  annoyance,  until  the  sea- 
len  from  Baltimore  could  reach  Bladensburg,  I 
'rote  to  Commodore  Rodgers  the  letter  marked 
r,  and  sent  it  by  a  vidette. 

About  two  o'clock  P.  M.  I  accompanied  the 
resident  on  his  return  to  the  city,  and,  in  the 
}urse  of  the  evening,  was  informed  of  the  sud- 
sa  retreat  of  our  army  from  the  Old  Fields  to 
le  city,  over  the  Eastern  Branch 'bridge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  I  proceeded  to  Qen- 
•al  Winder's  quarters,  at  Doctor  Hunter's  bouse, 
sar  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  where  the  Pres- 
[ent,  and  the  Secretaries  of  War,  State,  and 
'reasttry,  soon  after  arrived.' 

I  found  Commodore  Barney  employed,  by 
•der  of  the  General,  in  planting  his  battery  on 
^  hill,  near  the  head  of  the  bridge.    He  was 


charged  to  defend  that  pass,  and  to  destroy  the 
bridge  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy;  for  which 
purpose  scows  and  bodts.  with  combustible  mate- 
rials, were  placed  under' the  bridge,  ready  to  ex- 
plode. At  this  time  the  enemy  was  apparently 
advancing  on  the  road  to  the  bridge;  but  shortly 
after,  ad  vice  was  received  that  he  had  turned  on 
on  the  road  towards  Bladensburg,  about  six  milea 
from  that  place.  General  Winder  set  oflffor  Bla- 
densburg, leaving  Commodore  Barnev,  with  hit 
seamen  and  marines,  in  charge  of  the  oridge. 

It  was  soon  observed  that  a  rery  efficient  part 
of  the  force  had  been  left  to  destrov  the  Eastern 
Branch  bridge,  which  could  as  well  be  done  by 
half  a  dozen  men  as  by  five  hundred.  The  sub- 
ject was  discussed  by  the  President,  Heads  of  De- 
partments, and  Commodore  Barney,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  order  for  his  immediate  and  rapid 
march,  to  join  the  army  near  Bladensburg,  which 
he  reached  just  in  time  to  form  his  men  for  bat- 
tle. Captain  Creighton  was  left  in  charge  of  the 
bridge,  to  destroy  it  on  the  near  approach  of  the 
enemy. 

i  here  presented,  for  consideration,  the  subject 
of  the  Navy  Yard,  to  the  view  of  toe  President 
and  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  presence  of  the  Sec- 
retaries of  State  and  of  the  Treasury.  I  described 
the  situation  of  the  public  vessels,  and  the  nature 
of  the  public  properly  at  that  establishment;  the 
vast  importance  of  the  supplies,  and  of  the  ship- 
ping, to  the  enemy,  particularly  as  there  appear- 
ed to  be  no  doubt  of  his  squadron  forming  a  junc- 
tion with  his  army,  should  it  succeed  in  the  con- 
quest of  the  capital,  (General  Winder  having  dis- 
tincilyr  stated  on  the  same  morning  that  Fort 
Washington  could  not  be  defended ;)  and  as,  in 
this  event,  nothing  could  be  more  clear  than  that 
he  would  first  plunder  and  then  destroy  the  build- 
ings and  improvements,  or,  if  unable  to  carry  off 
the  plunder  and  the  shipping,  be  would  destroy 
the  whole;  and  if  the  junction  should  be  formed, 
it  would  a  strong  inducement  to  the  enemy  to 
remain,  in  order  to  launch  the  new  frigate,  which 
the  force  at  his  command  would  accomplish  in 
four  or  five  days.  He  would  then  carry  off  the 
whole  of  the  public  stores  and  shipping,  and  de- 
stroy the  establishment,  and,  in  the  meantime, 
greatly  extend  the  field  of  his  plunder  and  devas- 
tation. Thus,  in  either  case,  whether  the  junc- 
tion was  formed,  or  whether  the  army  alone  en- 
tered the  city,  the  loss  or  destruction  of  the  whole 
of  the  public  property  at  the  Navy  Yard  was 
certain. 

It  was  therefore,  distinctly  agreed  and  deter- 
mined, as  the  result  of  this  consultation,  that  the 
public  shipping,  and  naval  and  military  stores, 
and  provisions  at  the  Navy  Yard,  should  be  de- 
stroyed, in  the  event  of  the  enemy's  obtaining 
possession  of  the  city. 

I  went  to  the  Navy  Yard  about  two  o'clock, 
and  ordered  the  commandant  to  prepare  the  ne- 
cessary trains  for  the  destruction  of  the  public 
shipping,  and  of  the  naval  and  military  stores, 
and  provisions,  in  the  Navy  Yard,  and  to  destroy 
the  same,  so  soon  as  he  should  ascertain  that  the 
enemy  had  taken  possession  of  the  city;  first  re- 
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noTiDg  foeh  artides  of  moil  Tsine,  as  migtit  fct 
fbaad  praetieable,  partieaUrly  die  new  barges,  if 
posiiblei  and  then  retire  in  hbgig. 

Babseqaent  events  prove  the  jastness  of  these 
eODclnsions,  if,  indeed,  further  evidence  had  been 
at  all  wan ti  Off. 

The  only  legitimate  objeets  of  the  enterprise 
«f  the  enemy  to  this  piaoe,  were  the  poblie  ship- 
ping  and  the  naval  and  military  estaolishments; 
nna  none  can  believe  that  these  would  have 


eaped  the  tofch  of  the  destroyer  of  oar  ei  vtl  edi* 
fiees,  of  private  rope- walks,  and  everything  in  the 
most  remote  degree  connected  with  navigstion ; 
bat,  above  all,  with  the  American  Navy. 

The  order  for  the  destruction  of  the  pablic  ship- 
ping and  propert]r  at  the  Navy  Yard  was  not  is- 
aoed  without  serioas  deliberation  and  great  pain 
by  him,  under  whose  auspices  and  direction  those 
aoble  ships  had  been  constructed,  and  a  degree 
of  activity,  usefiidness,  and  vepotation,  imparted 
to  the  establishment,  which  it  had  iMver  known 
before.  It  was  ffiven  under  the  strongest  obliga- 
tions of  doty.  It  is  conceived  that  no  military 
aaiim  is  belter  established,  nor  duty  better  nn- 
ieiatood,  than  that  which  enfjoias  the  destruction 
4tf  niblic  ships,  arsenals,  naval  and  miliury  stores, 
and  provisions,  when  they  can  be  no  longer  de- 
teded,  or  prevented  from  falling  into  the  hands 
<»f  the  enemy;  and  that  this  dutv  beeovies  the 
aoie  imperative,  as  the  ratio  of  tne  value  of  the 
objects  is  enhanced  to  the  enemy.  To  defend 
4he  sbinping  or  Navy  Yard  was  out  of  the  ques- 
4ion ;  all  the  meohaaies  and  laborers  of  the  yard, 
aa  well  as  all  the  seamen  and  marines  in  the  Dis- 
ttrid,  were  with  the  army. 

The  Commandant  of  the  Navy  Yard  is  a  cap- 
lain  in  the  Navy ;  the  vessels  aad  property  were 
nn^kr  bis  charge  and  command  ;  and  tf  no  spe- 
cial order  from  the  Department  had  been  issocd, 
«ttd  he  bad  sofiered  the  pablic  shifting  and  pro- 
nerty  to.have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
be  would  have  committed  a  high  military  crime, 
ibr  whtah  he  would  have  been  amenable  Worse  a 
•court  martial.  The  objects  wJuch  it  was  proper 
to  destroy,  in  order  to  prevent  their  iklling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  could  not  be  tpparatad 
irom  those  which  might  have  :been  left  for  his 
destruction.  They  were  in  store,  or  in  the  midst 
of  other  combustible  materials,  and  the  fire  from 
one  would  aecessariiy  commuaicate  to  the  other. 
Indeed,  the  whole  surntce  of  the  yard  was  covered 
with  ships,  timber,  pitch,  tar,  and  other  combus- 
tible matter,  so  that  to  set  fire  to  any  one  okueet, 
XMist  produce  the  successive  conflagcntion  ol  the 
whole. 

On  returning  from  the  Navv  Yard,  towas ds 
the  western  part  of  the  city,  I  Ittraed  that  our 
army  had  retreated  by  the  road  to  Teoleytown, 
and  that  of  the  enemy  was  rapidly  advancing  to- 
wards the  city.  I  soon  after  received  a  message 
from  the  President,  by  Mr.  Tench  Ringgold,  at 
Mr.  Charies  Carroli's,  informing  me  that  he  had 
proceeded  to  cross  the  river,  and  requested  that  I 
would  foltow  and  meet  him  on  the  other  side. 

I  returned  to  the  city  on  the  morning  of  the 
a8tb,  imsftediately  on  bearing,  of  the  retnatof 


the  enemy,  and  wfote  the  Icltsr  0  to  Gflasdn 
Rodgeia. 

Tne  paper  P  is  a  copy  of  the  deaUfipsi 
of  the  Commandant  of  the  Kary  lid,9tk 
manner  in  which  he  eairisd  into  ontiB  tk 
order  I  had*  given. 

The  baige  he  states  to  base  tanlni 
sent  to  Alexandria,  and,  itapfNais.  rmiisiAit 
imtil  the  enemy  took  poseentos  ofWt 

One  gunboat  was  sank  nesr  FonilVUa 
with  saUed  provisions,  asd  his  nseeln^ 
covered.  The  other  was  kdn  with  fsbsi 
and  gunpowder,  but  ran  agfoasd  it  tke  Isn 
Branch,  in  attempting  to  tftoipoct  beaik 
Little  Falls,  and  was  plundered  by  ike  iibton 
near  the  Navy  Yard ;  the  powder  udpatrfb 
provisions  have  etoce  been  reeovend. 

The  new  schooner  Lynx  eeesped  tbefliasi 
an  extraordinary  manner,  and  rcmtiuatiit 

The  metallic  actieles  have  sesrlf  alilMssn 
inohidinffa  vast  quantity  of  iron  wk,m 
with  little  labor,  wiil  answer  the  wifiitl|«fs 

The  timber  that  was  in  the  dock  u  ared:  u^ 
a  great  deal  of  that  which  was  piniailf  tsHUtl 
win  be  uaefoL 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  maclBBeij  of ikstoa 
engine  is  r^orted  to  be  in  good  coidiM;" 
boiler  is  perfect. 

The  buildings,  with  theawe|itioiiofi^ 
of  the  comiaandaat  and  lieateDtotofw^ 
the  guard  houses,  snd  gateway,  tod  (se«B 
building,  have  been  destroyed.  Tke  ^ 
some  appear  to  be  entire,  and  bat  liuU  sjV'i 
of  others  they  are  destroyed.         , . 

The  monnoMnt  was  bat  liiglitlj  iojoRO' 

Paper  €1  is  a  list  of  the  caoDon  mDU<?tS 
feet  in  the  yard,  aad  of  those  «kick«ae»P 
by  the  enemy.  , .  ^^. 

The  issoiag  store  of  the  yard,  nA  »^»^ 
which  had  escaped  the  origiotl  oM»^ 

Orders  have  been  *«•"««  to  ik^^V^^ 

yard  to  prenare  their  *<*t^>>^<°|'ri 'T^ 
the  valneof  public  properly  deriiipi*"^ 


be  furnished  as  soon  as  posa^  ^ 

With  the  oifcomsttnces  «0»«^^ 
donment  and  destruction  of  Foit  ""r^ 
and  the  fate  of  Al«xandri8,Iam>«^od^ 
acquainted  than  by  the  aceoonnwkRii"^ 
publidied.  ,      ,  •. «,  ik 

AAer  the  capitulation  of  ^^^^1^ 
enemy's  squadron,  a  considert^vBitei'!  .^j^ 
was  ordered  from  Baltimore,  (8««*"'^i{j» 
the  command  of  Commodore  RodStiV",^ 
«ains  Porter,  Perry,  and  CreigfetM-.  J^rj 
attached  and  annoyed  the  enemy  n  b^TL 
boats  and  with  fire  vessels,  whiht  tke  o^^ 
menders  planted  their  batten'ss  on  Wuk 

Point  and  Indian  Head.  ^.MtBSti 

Those  measuies  preeipitsted  uk  d^jT^ 
the  enemy,  and  greatly  anaoftd  om^^^ 
iag  the  rirer;  but  there  was  not  tune  i»J^ 
to  prepare  the  means  to  reader  tfisi  tw^ 
effectuaL  All  that  the  limited  Btsos  e«?^ 
could  possibly  efiect,  was  «!^^^^^ 
gallantry,  afcUl,  and  patnatiso,  of  ^ 
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Ittisiied  oflken,  and  the  bnTe  Maineii,  nurioet, 
Ad  FoloQttevSf  vDder  tlieir  eoanMUid. 

Tiie  meftsarcs  pariued  by  iliis  Defvrtmeiit,  in 
rdcr  to  co-opmie  ki  the  dtfeom  of  tho  Metrop- 
li%  were  not,  in  their  nature,  strictly  MuctioB^il 
y  the  regalatioss  and  mages  of  the  oaTal  serf  ice, 
ut  were  adopted  with  ao  ardeat  desire  that  they 
light  prove  effectual  \  with  a  certain  knowledge 
lat  the  leal  and  patriotism  of  tiie  MTai  corps 
'oiild  indoce  than  to  seek  the  enemy,  with  equal 
igor  and  cheerfulaess,  in  the  field  aaon  the  main ; 
id  a  coflvictifOA  that  the  eaaergeiicy  fallv  jostl- 
ed any  step  which  could  contribute  to. the  oelenee 
'  the  National  Capitol. 
Whethev.more  or  less  has  been  done  than  duty 

uired,  is  dheerfoliy  and  respectfully  sohmitted. 
have  the  hoaof  to  be,  4a.  • 

W.  JONES. 
Hon.  R*  M.  JoBsaoB,  Oboiiwuifi,  4^. 


\ 


Navy  TAao,  Washington. 
October  18, 1814. 

Sib:  On  a  review  of  the  ooosequences  which 
nanaied  from  the  retreat  of  our  arm^Ti  >Ad  the 
uraac#of  that  of  the  enemy  into  this  citv,  on 
e  twenty-fourth  of  August  last,  so  far  as  relates 
this  establishment,  1  respeetluily  submit  the 
Ho  wing  geneml  staiemeot : 
After  receiriog  repealed  contradictory  reporu, 
lative  to  the  strength  and  position  of  the  enemy, 
iriog  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  tbat  day,  at 
reoty  minutes  past  eight,  P.  M^  I  received  in- 
mtestable  prool(by  Captain  Creighton,  and  Mr. 
.  Booth,  my  clerk,  both  of  whom  had  been  vol- 
uariiy  active  to  obtain  me  positive  informatioa) 
at  the  enemy  was  in  complete  possession  of  the 
ly,  having  themselves  been  within  the  mage  of, 
td  exposed  to,  the  fire  of  his  musketry. 
The  boals  for  our  conveyance  from  the  yard 
iog  staiiooed  according  to  order,  we  immedi- 
ely  repaired  down  the  yard,  applying  fire  to  the 
ftios  leading  to  the  stoiehoiaci^  the  principal  of 
bich  were  almost  instantly  in  irresistible  woes. 
Advancing  towards  the  boats,  those  to  the  new 
igate  Essex,*  and  to  the  sloop  of  war  Aigus, 
ere  touched,  and  they  al:K)  immediately  e&vei- 
»ed  in  a  sheet  of  inextinguishable  fire.  ^ 
From  a  momeniary  impulse,  and  faint  hope  of 
covering  the  new  schooner  Lynx,  1  directed  her 
)i  to  be  fired,  and  have  the  satisfaction  to  say. 
at,  by  an  almost  miracuioas  escape,  she  is  still 
)urs." 

The  frigate  Basex's  hull,  in  the  shipwright's 
partment,  was  very  near  complete,  her  bottom 
ftdy  for  coppetiog,  and  sbe  could  have  been 
iinched  in  ten  days;  her  masts  and  spars  were 
arly  finished,  with  timber  sufficient  on  the 
barf  to  cooaplete  them ;  all  her  blocks,  dead-eyes, 
d  the  major  part  of  her  gun  carriages,  ready  \ 
o  suits  ol  her  heavy  sails,  and  nearly  the  same 

•  The  Oobmnbist  as  designated  in  my  repoit  of  the 
rd  instant,  hut  celled  ths  Essex,  by  the  Oonunand- 
t,  upon  the  ynsmnption  thai  her  name  wss  to  have 
m  changed. 


qoanlity  of  her  otheia,  ware  finished  in  the  sail 
loft,  ready  for  bending ;  her  standing  riggiag,  dbe., 
fitted  in  the  rigging  loft,  and  sufficient  runiag 
rigging  in  store  for  her  complete  equipment;  hm 
largest  boats  nearly  ready  for  launchmg;  all  her 
water  casks,  and  every  material  of  cooper's  work, 
ready  to  go  on  board. 

The  sloop  of  wajc  Aig»s  lay  at  the  wharf,  with 
all  her  armament:  and  equipment  on  board, ez«tpt 
her  sails,  which  were  in  the  sail  loilt,  and  her  pro- 
viaioAs  in  the  stores,  and  therein  consumed ;  and 
except  her  powder,  which  had  not  been  thippe|dL 

A  large  quantity  of  timber,  plank,  knees,  4^< 
were  in  different  parts  of  the  yard,  and  the  seventy- 
four  gun  ship  timber,  stored  in  the  appropriate 
sheds,  ail  fella  prey  to  the  devoaring  element; 
also  one  large  and  one  smaller  row  galley,  both 
armed,  rigged,  and  prepared  for  service ;  and  three 
heavy  armed  scows,  with  their  guns,  dtc.  on  board 
also  ready. 

The  buildings  destroyed  by  the  fire  from  the 
frigate^  4c^  were,  the  mast  shed  and  timber  shed; 
the  joiners' and  boat  builders' shops,  and  mould 
loft;  all  the  offices;  the  medical  store ;  the  plumb- 
ers' and  amiths'  shops,  and  blodcmalmrs'  shop; 
the  saw  mill  and  block  mill,  with  their  whole 
apparatus,  tools,  and  machinery ;  the  building  for 
the  steam  engines,  and  all  the  combnstible  parts 
of  its  mnehitwry  and  raateriak;  the  rigging  loft; 
the  apartmenu  for  the  master  and  the  boauwain 
of  the  yard,  with  all  their  furniture ;  the  gun-car- 
riage makers'  ffbd  painters'  sbops,  with  all  the 
materials  and  tools  therein  at  the  time ;  also,  ihe 
hulls  of  the  old  frigates  Boston,  New  York,  and 
General  Qreene. 

The  storehouses  first  fired  were  the  provision 
stores,  i^nner's  and  ordnance  store,  cordage  stoie^ 
and  sail  loft;  which,  with  all  their  perishable 
contents,  were  consumed. 

The  navy  storekeeper's  detail  issninffetove^  eon- 
mining  in  its  dtfieeent  departments  alarge  quan- 
tity of  new  canvass,  twme^  lines,  buntinff,  and 
colors ;  together  with  all  our  ptocks  of  malhemn- 
tical  instruments,  and  nautical  appaFattii^  apper- 
taining to  navigation ;  ship  chandlery,  tools,  nallCi 
oils,  paints,  dtc,  had  esceped  throogn  the  night 
the  effect  of  the  fire,  but  was  fired  by  the  enenur 
on  the  sneeeeding  mornlnc.  the  twenty-fifth,  ann 
entirely  consumed,  with  all  iu  contents ;  as  weie 
also  the  coopers'  shop^  two  small  frame  timber 
sheds,  and  that  in  which  oi»r  tar,  pitch,  rosiuj  Ao., 
were  deposited. 

The  general  loss  of  our  papers  prevents  the 
posfliibility  of  forming  a  just  estimate  of  the  loss 
in  the  mechanical  departments  heretofore  ena- 
merated.  Of  tint'  relative  to  the  stores  on  hand, 
in  the  navy'  storekeeper's  peculiar  charge,  it  is 
presumed  a  tolemUe  accurate  estimate  may  he 
formed,  and  will  be  the  subject  of  a  future  com- 
muoicalion,  which  shall  be  transmitted  as  soon  as 
it  is  possible  to  effect. 

On  my  return  to  the  yard  on  the  twenty-eixth, 
I  bad  the  mortification  to  observe,  tbat  the  provi* 
sions  which  had  been  laded  on  board  the  <dd  gun- 
boat, No.  140,  (and  with  which  she  had  grounded 
in  endeavoring  to  get  out  of  th^  Branch,  nn  the 
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IwentT-fourtb)  had  become  a  prey  to  oameroos 
Qoaatnorized  penoot,  some  or  wboni,  however, 
instaotly  offered  to  deliver  ap  all  in  their  possea- 
aioQ,  which  was  eabsequeoiij  done,  but  several 
iMrrels  are  yet  to  be  accounted  for. 

A  subject  of  4ttU  greater  regret  is  the  loss  of 
upwards  of  two  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  which 
were  wantonlv  and  uoauthorizedly  taken  out  of  the 
magazine,  and  chiefly  thrown  into  the  water,  the 
oause  of  which,  however,  being  under  investigation 
iby  a  court  martial,  on  tne  corporal  of  the  marine 

I^uard  then  there,  I  forbear  to  enlarge  on  the  so b- 
ect  as  my  feelings  would  dictate. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4&c. 

THOMAS  TINQEY. 
Hon.  William  Jonbs. 


Navt  Yard,  Wasbinotom, 
August  27, 1814. 

Sir:  After  receiving  your  orders  of  the  twenty- 
fourth,  directing  the  public  shipping,  stores,  dtc, 
«t  this  establishment  to  be  destroyed,  in  case  of 
the  success  of  the  enemy  over  our  army,  no  time 
was  lost  in  making  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  firing  the  whole,  and  preparing  boats  for  de- 
parting from  the  vard,  as  you  had  suggested. 

About  four  P.  M.,  I  received  a  message  by  an 
officer,  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  infor- 
mation that  he  ''could  protect  me  no  longer." 
Soon  after  this  I  was  informed  that  the  confla- 
gration of  the  Eastern  Branch  %ridge  had  com- 
menced; and,  in  a  few  mmutes,  the  explosion 
announced  the  blowing  op  of  that  part  near  the 
"draw,"  as  had  been  arranged  in  the  morning. 

It  had  been  promulgated,  as  much  as  in  my 
power,  among  the  inhabitanto  of  the  vicioity,  the 
intended  fate  of  the  yard,  in  order  that  they  might 
take  every  possible  precaution  for  the  safety  of 
themselves,  families,  and  property. 

Immediately  several  individuals  came,  in  suc- 
cession, endeavoring  to  prevail  on  me  to  devi- 
ate from  my  instructions,  which  they  were  inva- 
riably informed  was  unavailing,  unless  they  could 
bring  me  your  instructions  in  writing,  counter- 
manding those  previously  given.  A  deputation 
also  of  the  most  respectable  women  came  on  the 
aame  errand,  when  I  found  myself  painfully  ne- 
cessitated to  inform  them,  that  any  further  impor- 
lanities  would  cause  the  matches  to  be  insuntly 
applied  to  the  trains;  with  assurance,  however, 
Chat,  if  left  at  peace,  I  would  delav  the  execution 
of  the  orders  as  long  as  I  could  feel  the  least 
ahadow  of  Justification.  Captain  Greighton's  ar- 
rival at  the  yard,  with  the  men  who  had  been 
with  him  at  the  bridge,  (probably  about  five 
o^clock,)  would  have  justined  me  in  instant  opera- 
tion^ but  he  also  was  strenuous  in  the  desire  to 
obviate  the  intended  destruction,  and  volunteered 
to  ride  out  and  eain  me  positive  information  as 
to  the  position  of  the  enemy,  under  the  hope  that 
our  army  mi^ht  have  rallied  and  repulsed  them. 
I  was  myselt,  indeed,  desirous  of  delav,  for  the 
reason  that  the  wind  was  then  blowing  uesh  from 
the  south-southwest,  which  would  most  probably 
have  caused  the  destnictioa  uf  all  the  private 


property  north  and  east  of  (he  ytn),  ii  iuan^ 
bornood.  I  was  of  opiaioo,  alio,  thit  (be  cb 
of  the  evening  .would  bring  vitbirieila,i 
which  happily  we  were  not  diapfased.  Oi&e 
gentlemen,  well  mounted,  volaoifeRisCiptin 
Ureighton  had  done,  to  go  oat  ssd  brafsepttj- 
tive  intelligence  of  the  enemy'*  litttRifpoi- 
si  hie  to  obtain  it. 

The  evening  came,  and  I  waited  ii6 sod 
anxiety  the  return  of  Csptaia  Cttigtoattiii; 
almost  continual  informatioa  tbitthtanj 
were  in  the  neighborhood  of  tke  mriiebad}; 
at  the  Capitol  Hill ;  and  tbst  their  "linsr' 
was  near  Qeomiown.  I  therefore dettreaii to 
wait  only  until  half  past  eight  o^dwi&oa- 
mence  the  execution  of  roy  orden,becoD:^i^ 
prehensive  that  Okptaio  CreigbtoobiifrMibi 
long  stay,  fallen  into  the  btsdi  of  the  esir. 
During  this  delay  I  ordered  i  few  niruuiu 
other  persona  who  were  then  seir  De,iflf9d 
in  one  of  the  small  galleys,  which  vudoMtt 
the  boat  is  saved.  Colonel  Whirtoo  y  ka 
furnished  with  a  light  boat,  with  vbicii^el^ 
the  yard  probably  between  seren  todei^ltrcistt 
At  twenty  minutes  past  eight  CapuioOf^'^a 
returned ;  he  was  still  extremely  *^^^ 
destruction  of  the  property,  hot  hiTiflf  b'=^ 
him  that  your  orders  to  me  were  iinp»!:Kt» 
proper  disposition  of  the  boils  beio^oi^*^ 
matches  were  applied,  and  in  tfewDosssts 
whole  was  in  a  state  of  irretrierablecoiiiifi^ 
klWhen  about  leaving  the  wharf  I obstrn^ ^ 
fire  had  also  commenced  tt  the  works  it  ^' 
leafs  Point  and  in  the  wtf  out  of  ib*  ws* 
we  observed  the  Capitol oo  ore.  ^^^^^^ 
intention  not  to  leave  the  Tieioitfor»(>2 
Yard  with  my  boat  dori og the  Digbt;i)«t,u'^ 

Capuin  Creighton  and  other  g«B'I«^?.°: 
she  was  too  much  encumbered  aod  ffwii^ 
render  that  determination  proper.  ^^\ '  , 
fore,  proceeded  to  Alexandria,  ii  ^^'V 
which  I  rested  till  the  mominerfi*'»tii,tK», 

having  also  refreshed  the  H*  ^^  *  ^ 
Alexandria  at  half  past  sereio^c^^^f^*^^ 
ceeded  again  op  to  the  yard,  vbeitlluKK^" 
molested,  about  a  quarter  befofeaiat* 

The  schooner  Lynx  had  laid  MJ^ 
burning  wharf  still  unhurt;  hopii«,»jf«K^^ 
save  her,  we  hauled  her  to  UKfl^f'^jJ 
hulk  of  the  New  York,  which  >»^f^!^ 
the  ravages  of  the  flames.  The  m^ 
store  of  the  Ngvy  Storekeeper  h*^'*"'^^. 
from  the  fire  during  the  nigbt,  whicb  ibe  ^ 
(being  in  force  in  the  yai^)  about  eigbi^"" 
set  fire  to,  and  it  was  speedily  eottfoo^ .  ^ 

-         ^  efSd  left  the  ii; 


It  appeared  that  they  —  -  . 
half  an  hour  when  we  sm>M.  i  „  i| 
dwelling-house,  and  that  of  L»J»['"*°^JeVr 
untouched  by  fire;  but  »on»cof thepwpi ^ 
neighborhood  had  commenced  plootfff«8^^ 
therefore,  hastily  collecting  a  w^  '^Sbii^' 
to  me,  I  got  some  of  my  most  '^'"•'f  ^^rf 
moved  to  neighbors'  houses  oat  ofiae 7  - 
tendered  me  their  offers  to  »«^^'*  .>( 
enemy's  ofiicer  having  declared  pn«;^«i 
•acred.    Could  I  have  suid  another  d<^ 
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mh\j  Bared  all  my  faroitare  and  stores ;  but 
g  advised  by  some  friends  that  1  was  not  safe, 

belie viDff  that  the  Admiral  was,  by  that 
*,  or  woald  very  speedily  be,  informed  of  my 
g  in  the  yard ;  he  having  eipressed  an  anx< 

desire  to  make  me  captive;  but  had  said 
the  officers'  dwellings  in  the  yard  should  not 
estroyed. 

therefore,  again  embarked  in  the  gig,  taking 
g,  oQt  of  the  Branch,  one  of  the  new  mnnohes, 
:li  lay  safe,  although  alongside  of  a  floating 
i  enveloped  in  flames.    I  had  no  sooner  gone 

sach  a  scene  of  devastation  and  plunder 

place,  in  the  houses,  (by  the  people  of  the 
bborhood,)  as  is  disgraceful  to  relate;  not  a 
eable  article  from  the  cellars  to  the  garrets 
been  left  us,  and  even  some  of  the  fixtures, 
the  locks  of  the  doors,  have  been  shamefully 
ged.  Some  of  the  perpetrators,  however, 
i  been  made  known  to  me. 
rom  the  nomber  aod  movemcnu  of  the  ene* 
it  would  have-  appeared  rash  temerity  to 
i  attempted  returning  again  that  day,  though 
inclination  strongljr  urged  it;  therefore,  re- 
loitering  their  motions,  as  well  as  could  be 
:fed  at  a  convenient  distance,  in  the  gig^  until 
liog,  I  again  proceeded  to  Alexandria  for  the 
t. 

esterday  morning,  the  26th,  it  was  impossi- 
o  form  (from  the  various  and  contradictory 
rts  at  Alexandria)  any  sort  of  probable  coo- 
ire,  either  of  the  proceedings  or  situation  of 
irmy,  or  that  of  the  enemy. 
)etermining,  therefore,  to  have  a  positive 
vledge  of  some  part  thereof,  from  ocular 
oDstration,  I  again  embarked  in  the  gig,  pro- 
log with  due  caution  to  the  yard,  where  I 
led  with  chagrin  the  devastation  and  pillage 
re  mentioned,  and  found, also,  to  my  surprise, 
the  old  gunboat,  which  had  been  loaded  with 
isions,  and  grounded  in  endeavorinff  to  get 
}f  the  Branch,  on  the  evening  of  the  24th, 
nearly  dlschar^d  of  her  car^o  by  a  number 
»ur    people,  without   connexion  with  each 


r. 


a  ring  landed  in  the  yard  I  soon  ascertained 
the  enemy  had  left  the  city,  excepting  onlv 
rgeant's  guard,  for  the  security  of  the  sick 
wounded.  .Fiiiding  it  impracticable  to  stop 
icene  of  plunder  that  had  commenced,  1  de- 
lined  instantly  on  repossessing  the  yard,  with 
he  force  at  my  command ;  repairing,  there- 
,  immediately  to  Alexandria,  Lieutenant  Har- 
I,  the  ordinary  men,  and  a  few  marines  there, 
e  ordered  directly  up,  following  myself,  and 
full  possession  again  at  evening, 
am  now  collecting  the  scattered  purloined 
isions,  ready  for  your  orders,  presuming  they 
now  become  very  scarce  indeed ;  the  quan- 
saved,  you  shall  be  informed  of,  when  known 
le. 

he  Lynx  is  safe,  except  her  foremast  being 
ied  away,  in  the  storm  of  the  25th,  about  four 
tf.  We  have  also  another  of  the  gunboats. 
i  about  one  hundred  barrels  of  powder^  and 
of  the  large  yard  cutters,  neaciy  full  with  the 


filled  cylindepi,  for  our  diflerent  guns,  previouslr 
mounted.  The  powder  of  those,  however,  is 
probably  much  wetted  by  the  storm.  1  would 
most  williogly  have  an  interview  with  you,  boi 
deem  it  improper  to  leave  my  station  without 
some  justifiable  cause,  or  in  pursuance  of  your 
instructions,  under  which  I  am  ready  to  proceed 
wherever  my  services  may  be  thought  useful. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

THOMAS  TINQBY. 
Hon.  W.  Jones. 

P.  S.  Sunday  morning^  28//^.— After  terminat- 
ing the  foregoing,  last  evening,  I  had  scarcely 
laid  down  my  pen  when  a  smart  cannonading 
commenced  at,  or  from.  Fort  Washiogton ;  which 
continued  from  heavy  cannon,  until  aAer  seven 
o'clock,  during  which  it  appeared  as  if  two  or 
three  .severe  explosions  had  taken  place.  No 
doubt  that  it  was  between  the  enemy's  frigates 
and  the  fort;  but  as  to  the  result  I  am  entirely 
without  information;  nor  have  I  at  command 
the  means  of  obtainiDg  it;  the  wind  blowing  too 
fresh  up  the  river  for  a  li^ht  boat  to  make  any 
progress  down.  I  shall  hire  sufficient  hands,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  and  collect  all  the  materials 
unhurt  by  the  fire;  which  shall  be  suitably  dcr 
posited  and  protected.  T.  T. 


Farm  at  Elk  Rioob, 

AuguBt  29, 1814. 

Sir:  This  is  the  first  moment  I  have  had  it  in 
my  power  to  make  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  forces  under  my  command  since  I  had  the 
honor  of  seeing  you  at  the  camp  at  the  **Oid 
Fields."  On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  we  were 
informed  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  upon  us. 
The  army  was  put  under  arms,  and  our  positions 
taken;  my  forces  on  the  right,  fianked  by  the 
two  battalions  of  the  36th  and  38tb,  where  we 
remained  some  hours ;  the  enemy  did  not  make 
bis  appearance.  A  little  before  sunset  General 
Winder  came  to  me,  aod  recommended  that  the 
heavy  artillery  should  be  withdrawn,  with  the 
exception  of  one  twelve-pounder  to  cover  the  re- 
treat.  We  took  up  our  line  of  march;  and,  in 
the  night,  entered  Washington  by  the  Ba&tern 
Branch  bridge.  I  marched  my  men,  Ac.,  to  the 
Marine  barracks,  and  took  op  quarters  for  the 
night,  myself  sleeping  at  Commodore  Tingey's. 
in  the  Naiy  Yard.  About  two  o'clock  CJeneral 
Winder  came  to  my  quarters,  and  we  made  some 
arrangements  for  the  morning.  In  the  morning 
I  received  a  note  from  Qeneral  Winder,  and 
waited  upon  him.  He  requested  me  to  take  com- 
mand, and  place  my  artillery  to  defend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bridge  on  the  Eastern  Branch,  as  the 
enemy  was  approaching  the  city  in  that  diree- 
tioo.  I  immediately  put  my  guns  in  position, 
leaving  the  marines  and  the  rest  of  my  men  at 
the  barracks  to  wait  further  orders.  I  was  in 
this  situation  when  I  had  the  honor  to  meet  you, 
with  the  President  and  Heads  of  Departments, 
when  it  was  determined  I  should  draw  off  my 
guns  and  men,  and  proceed  towards  Bladensburg^ 
which  was  immediately  put  into  execution.    On 
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iNir  way  I  wm  iofocmed  the  e&emy  was  within  « 
mile  of  Biadensbarg ;  we  hurried  on.  The  day 
WM  hot,  «Dd  my  mea  rery  much  orippled  from 
the  severe  mercbes  we  had  experienced  the  days 
before,  many  of  them  being  without  shoes^  which 
I  had  replaced  that  moraiog.  I  preceded  the 
men,  and  wben  I  arrived  at  the  linei  which  sep- 
arates the  District  from  Maryland,  the  baltle 
began.  I  sent  an  officer  back  to  hurry  on  my 
men }  they  came  up  in  a  trot;  we  took  our  posi- 
tion on  the  rising  ground ;  put  the  pieces  in  bat- 
tery; posted  the  marines  under  Captain  Miller; 
and  the  flotilla  men,  who  were  to  act  as  infantry, 
under  their  own  officers,  on  my  right,  to  support 
the  pieces,  and  waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 
Durmg  this  period  the  engagement  continued,, 
and  the  enemy  advancing,  our  own  army  retreat- 
ing before  them  apparentljr  in  much  disorder. 
At  length  the  euemy  made  his  appearance  V>n  the 
main  road,  in  force,  and  in  front  of  my  battery, 
and,  on  seeing  us,  made  a  halt.  I  reserved  our 
fire.  In  a  few  minutes  the  enemy  again  ad- 
vanced, when  I  ordered  an  eighteen-pounder  to 
be  fired,  which  completely  cleared  the  road; 
shortly  after  a  second  and  a  third  attempt  was 
made,  by  the  enemy,  to  come  forward,  but  all  were 
destroyed.  They  tHen  crossed  over  into  an  open 
field, and  attempted  to  flank  our  right;  he  was 
there  met  by  three  twelve-pounders,  the  marines 
under  Captain  Miller,  uid  my  men,  acting  as  in- 
fantry; and  again  was  totally  cot  up.  By  this 
time  not  a  vestige  of  the  American  army  re- 
mained, except  a  body  of  five  or  six  hundred, 
posted  on  a  height,  on  my  right,  from  whom  I 
•xnected  much  support  from  their  fine  situation. 

The  enemy,  from  this  period,  never  appeared 
in  force  in  front  of  us ;  they  pushed  forward  their 
sharp  shooters,  one  of  which  shot  my  horae  under 
me;  who  fell  dead  between  two  of  my  guns. 
The  enemy,  who  had  been  kept  in  check  by  our 
fire,  for  nearly  half  an  hour,  now  began  to  out- 
flaak  us  on  the  right ;  our  guns  were  turned  that 
wny ;  he  pushed  up  the  hill,  about  two  or  three 
hundred,  towards  the  corps  of  Americans  sta- 
tioned ae  above  described ;  who,  to  my  great  mor- 
tification, made  no  resistance,  giving  a  fire  or 
two,  and  retired.  In  this  situation  we  had  the 
whole  army  of  the  enemy  to  contend  with.  Our 
ammianition  was  expended^  and,  unfortunately, 
the  drivers  of  mv  ammunition  wagons  had  gone 
off  in  the  general  panic.  At  this  tlmi^  I  isoeived 
a  severe  wound  in  my  thigh ;  Captain  Miller  was 
wounded ;  Sailingmaster  Warner  killed ;  -Acting 
Sailingmaster  Martin  killed,  and  Sailingmaater 
Martin  wounded ;  but,  to  the  honor  of  my  offi- 
cers and  men,  as  fast  as  their  companions  and 
mmsmates  fell  at  the  guns,  they  were  instantly 
replaced  from  the  infantry. 

Finding  the  enemv  'now  completely  in  our 
rear,  and  no  means  of  defence,  I  gave  orders  to 
my  officers  and  men  to  retire.  Three  of  tny 
officers  assisted  me  to  get  off  a  short  distance,  but 
the  great  loss  of  blood  occasioned  sueh  a  weak- 
ness that  I  was  compelled  to  lie  down.  I  re- 
quested my  officers  to  leave  me,  which  they  ob- 
stinately refused ;  but,  upon  being  orderec2^  they 


obeyed ; one  only  vemaiaed.  la  itket tiati 
observed  a  British  soldier,  and  hiAUaakl 
and  directed  him  toseekaaoiceriiiiievBt 
tttes  an  officer  came,  and,  oo  leamif  lid  I  n^ 
brought  Qeneral  Ross  and  AdainiCaeitenii 
me.  Those  officers  behaved  to  ne okik  bm 
marioed  attention,  reqKct,aB4  pohsny  i 
surgeon  brought  and  my  woand  diiaiisa» 
diately.  After  a  few  nuaatei'  ewRBGathe 
General  informed  me  (after  ptyisg  stiba^ 
some  oomplimeni)  that  I  was  paraM,iii«i^ 
erty  to  proeeed  to  Washingtoa  or  filais^; 
as,  al^  Mr.  Huffiagfoa,  who  hi4  imdwit 
OM,  offering  me  every  asstsuoM  in  bfoffc^ 

filing  oiders  for  a  Utier  to  be  iHoofkiB^ 
WM  carried  to  Bladensboi^.  Gipuiili^ 
Wright,  fimt  captain  to  Adounl  Cdiim  » 
mained  with  nBe,and  behaved  tomeisinii 
a  brother.  Daring  the  stay  ef  ike  fwofttft 
densburg,  I  received  every  nat^sdmauaf* 
sible  from  the  officers  of  the  aary  imliny; 
My  wound  is  deep,  bat  I  flatter  an^ 
dangeroue;  theballisnotyafUneted.  wf 
hope  a  few  weeks  will  resuwe  me(olttilu,tf 
that  an  exehaage  wiU  take  pJafie,(bitI«^ 
some  my  ecMiimaad,  or  any  other  w'^''' 
the  PreeideDt  may  think  proper  U)  leer  ■< 
with.    Yours,  respectfully,  ^ 

JOSHUA  BiRSfi- 

HoiL  W.  Jon B8. 

No.  10. 
Leitin  Jnm  Gmerai  Foa  JfMpMr(^«^ 

General  Van  ?Mt  St(dmai 

WA8aiiioT0ii,i«»aiSli 

Sia:  To  your  request  to  ne  w/i^!|*^ 
committee  a|»pointed  to  m^^,^ 
which  led  to  the  success  of  ^^^l^ 

this  city,  Ac.,  such  i^fo.^^^^^,^ 
as  are  m  my  power,"  I  wo^  »;*  "^^,^ 
sooner,  making«uch  report, Wtw*;"'  J 
and  protracted  nervous  attscl»»i V^^ 
considerable  aecomulatioo  oinATTi  hiri 
vate  buainess.  In  the  wn^^'^.T'fiitit^ 
now  the  honor  to  transmit  fo«tl  "7  ^j* 
very  nature  of  the  case,  b«*»^  Tu^i 
tiam,  which,  I  trust,  the  comoutteefiu  "«"^ 

enough  to  excuse.  .  j .  •.!!  ea 

In  the  campaign  of  1813  we  W  »«^ 
the  War  Department,  prodocsd  by  ue^^g 
of  the  enemy  in  the  Potomac, m  r. 
miUtia  of  the  District  of  W«o»>»^f,^ 


promptly  attended  to  on  oor  psrtJ  ^  ^^ 
the  great  want  of  preparaiwfl  ?1^^^ 
ment  in  respect  to  arms,  tmiom^'^^^, 
pa«e,  P^^rns,and  the  co«^J^ 
confusion,  the  uoops  would  haw  tm  ^ 
to  an  efficient  resisiancc,  untU  ff  L; 
been  out  some  days-that  fact,  and  »of  ^ 
aunces,  were  then  evideat  to  ***!  *  ,^i 
petcBcy  of  Fort  Waship£tofl,(»  u»«^^ji 
the  river,  a  few  miles  belaw  Alcwj*'*;^* 
necessity  of  iu  improvemaa^  »««  ^^ 
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[y  spoken  of  by  fieeretsry  Afmaccoog.  in* 
I,  theimporfajLoeADd  necewity  of  enctiog  « 
'  fortifioftlion  or  bttiefy  st  some  on*  of  the 
ral  farorable  sites  on  ibe  rifer,  so  as  com* 
eiy  CO  skoi  out  from  tbe  upper  part  of  i%or 
1  a  boslile  ieet,  was  strongly  and  repeatedly 
lested  aad  admitted  by  the  Secretary.  He 
leoily  told  me,  tlMn  and  afterwards,  sabstan* 
y,  tbat  be  ^d  ^^sndi  a  pcoject,  and  was  «boat 
Kecale  it;  tbat  be  was  oaly  balancing  be- 
>n  aevcMl  difiereat  points  wbieb  bad  beea 
osed  or  presentedft)  bis  viaw^and  be  beliered 
lost  gfo  down  himself  to  reconnoitre  and  se- 
^  After  the  lapse  of  some  time,  not  seeing 
earing  of  any  step  townrds  tbe  execution  of 

project,  I  several  times  nminded  him  of  it, 

he,  as  often.  stiU  enconragnd  me,  by  words, 
zpect  it,  wntle  he,  geneniHy  otherwise^  ap- 
ed raiber  tndlffirrettt,  and  expressed  an  opin- 
ihat  the  enemy  woald  not  eome^  or  eren  leri- 
V  niienipt  to  eooie  to  this  District, 
bout  the  opening. of  the  pmsent  enmpatgs,; 
«ssed  ap[*io  upon  the  SecKtary  the  subject: 
orally  of  ottt  defence,  suggesting,  in  addition' 
te  occlusion  of  the  rirer,  the  coaTCDienoe  and: 
ortnnee  of  a  oentral  camp,  uMemsediate  be- 
>n  Baltimore,  Annapolis,  Washhigton,  Alex- 
in, Georgetown,  ana  the  neighboring  towns' 

countrr.  Andj  in  frequent  tnterviews,  (in- 
iber,  to  be  sure,  very  much  inereased  by  the 
artnnate  applications  and  solioitations  to  me, 
oth  the  civil  and  tho  military  brancbes  of  the 
munity,  whose  conidenee  in  the  Secretary 
Murcd,  at  an  early  period,  at  best  wavering,  if 
declining,)  sometimes  official,  at  other  times: 
lo,  wbioh  1  bad  with  him,  as  the  campaign 
[resaed,  I  did  not  fail  to  repeat  the  suggestion, 
ill  received  aasnmneee,  generally  verbally, 
irahle,  acccMn  panted  by  an  otherwise  appatent 
Serence,  and  eonfidenee  in  our  security.  Id 
ii  Inst,  Colonel  Clinch,  with  about  one  fann- 
1  men,  (I  believe  recruits,)  arrived  in  tbts 
,  where  he,  with  those  troops  together  with 
w  handred  who  had  been  garrisoned  through 

Winter  at  Gkeenleaf's  Point,  remained  en*. 
iped  for  a  few  weeks.  This  was  tbe  only 
e  of  a  repdar  character,  excepting  a  small 
ine  corps  attaehed  to  the  Navy  Yard,  which 
eoliect  had  been  at  all  stationary  in  the  place, 

even  the  greater  part  of  that  was  here  only 

season  wImu  there  was  no  actual  danger,  or 
1  apprehension  of  it,  and  the  whole  was  pre- 
ly  sent  to  the  Northern  frontiers, 
ometime  in  June  last,  the  enemy  appearing 
r  about  the  mouth  of  tbe  Patuxent,  the  Sec- 
'  of  War  called  on  me  A>r  a  detachment  of 
[tin.  Several  companies  of  light  troops  were 
nediately,  in  conformity  with  bis  instructions, 
•red  and  marched  to  that  river.  Afiler  a  short 
^od  of  service,  and  the  departure  of  the  enemy, 
f  were  discharged. 
*biis  had  the  campaign  progressed,  without 

visible  steps  towards  works  of  defence,  either 
manent  or  temixirary,  either  oa  the  land  or 

vrater  side,  (I  never  having  heard  of  a  spade 
un  axe  being  stinck  in.any  such  operation,)  or 


towards  forming  a  veadenvous  or  camp  of  regu- 
lar nroops  in  tbe  neighborhood,  to  tbe  great  ans» 
iety,  inquietude,  and  alarm  of  tbe  District  and 
surrounding  countij;  the  Secretary  generally 
treating  with  indtfferenee,  at  least,  if  not  witn 
levity,  the  idea  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy. 

When  the  conclusion  of  Boropean  hostilities, 
and  the  rnmon  and  accounts  of  expeditions  fi^ 
ting  ont  for  this  country  by  England,  excited 
apprehensions  more  general  and  more  serious 
than  before.  I  i^in  renewed  tbe  subject  of  onr 
defence,  and  it  was  still  treated  by  him  as  before. 
I  bad  occasionally,  though  seldom,  introduced  it 
personally  to  ihe  President  himself,  wbo,  with- 
out going  much  into  particulars,  referred  me, 
geaerally,  en  that  stthyeot,  to  the  War  Depart^ 
ment,  on  whkh  he  seemed  fully  to  rely  for  the 
proper  arrangements.    In  my  anxietv  and  solici- 
tude I  also  oceastonally  mentioned  this  business 
to  Secretary  Monroe,  wbo  always  appeared  to 
take  a  warm  interest  in  it,  and  gave  me  strong 
assuraaoes  tbat  he  would  do  "everything  that  he 
could  with  propriety  do.''    At  length,  nothing 
visible  having  yet  been  done,  and  tbe  danger  be- 
ing supposed  constantly  to  increase,  about  the 
latter  end  of  June,  or  beginning  of  July  last.  I 
inquired  of  Secretary  Monroe  wbether  it  was  the 
intention  of  Gbvernment  to  abandon  and  sacrifice 
the  District  or  not,  addinff,  that  if  it  were  so,  it 
would  be  well  for  us,  at  least,  to  know  it.    He 
answered  me,  tbat,  so  fiir  from  it,  every  ineh  of 
ground  about  it  was  determined  to  be  contested, 
and  the  last  drop  of  blood  to  be  spilt  in  its  de- 
f^mce.    He  said  it  was  decided  (I  then  understood 
or  inferred  that  there  had  been  a  recent  Cabinet 
consultation  on  the  subject)  to  form  a  camp  of 
regular  troops,  say  between  two  and  three  tbo«- 
sand,  at  a  central  position,  such  as  I  have  before 
spoken  of;  who,  together  with  tbe  local  troops, 
wofdd  coastitute  an  adequate  defence  for  tbe  sur- 
rounding points,  to  either  of  which  thev  might 
be  promptly  and  convenientljr  drawn.    When  I 
saw  Secretary  Armstrong  agaia  soon  after  wards, 
I  expressed  my  satia&otion  at  what  I  had  thus 
understood.    He  confirmed  the  informatioa,  and 
added  that  there  would  also  be  drawn  from  Cat- 
lisle  about  two  hundred  cavalry,  commanded  by 
Colonel  LavalL    In  answer  to  my  inqoiry,  when 
we  might  expect  tbem,  he  said  the  troops  were 
ordered  on,  and  would  begin  to  assemble  in  a  few 
days'  time,  and  that  orders  had  been  given  to  pro- 
cure horses  for  those  of  the  cavalry  corps  who 
were  not  yet  mounted.    This  period,  however, 
elapsed  wuhout  the  arrival  or  any  of  them. 
There  appeared  not  to  be  tak^n  into  the  calcula- 
tion a  small  detachment  or  fragment  or  two,  of  a 
regiment  or  two  of  tbe  regular  army,  wbo  wew 
in  some  part  of  tbe  neighboring  country,  and 
who,  at  best,  were  sopposeid  to  be  very  inefficient. 
I  afterward,  several  times,  reminded  Secretarj 
Armstrong  of  our  disappointment,  considering 
tbe  strong  assurances  given  us,  d^.;  and  I  sug- 
geaied  the  utility  and  propriety  of  ordering  out 
our  militia  in  successive  or  alternate  detach- 
ments.   I  fitfther  informed  him  (which  I  was 
authorized  to  do,  hy  the  pressing,  voluntary  " 
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of  many  of  my  fellow-eitiztDs)  that  both  tha  citi- 
zens aod  troops  of  the  District  of  Colambia  were 
ready  and  noxious  to  be  made  use  of,  io  aoy  way 
that  the  (^oFerameot  might  prescribe  or  direct 
for  the  public  good.  He  eootinued  to  tell  me 
that  the  troops  would  soon  be  on.  To  my  inqui- 
ries about  the  cavalry,  more  than  once,  he  replied 
that  be  had  sent  orders  for  purchasing  horses  to 
mount  the  corps,  and  that  it  would  soon  be  here. 
Colonel  Lavall  did  not,  however,  arrive  here  un- 
til a  day  or  two  after  the  enemy  had  landed  at 
Benedict.* 

Some  time  in  July  last,  the  Secretary  of  War 
told  me  that  General  Winder  (who  was  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Patuzent)  bad  informed  him 
that  the  eneniy  were  ascending  that  rirer  io  force, 
and  that  he  (General  Winder)  required  as  many 
of  the  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia  as  could 
be  procured  should  be  immediately  sent  to  him ; 
and  the  Secretary  directed  me  to  order  out  three 
companies  to  satisfy  this  call,  which  was  imme- 
diately done.  After  baring  been  in  service  nine 
days,  they  were  discharged. 

A  few  weeks  before  the  incursion  of  the  enemy 
here,  a  project  was  originated  among  the  books, 
generally,  of  the  District,  to  offer  the  Government 
a  loan  for  its  defence.  The  Secretary  was  in- 
formed of  It  in  its  progress,  and  appeared  to  approve 
it,  observing  that  the  arrangem'ent  must  be  made 
with  the  Treasury  Department.  Although, 
owing  to  the  necessity  of  some  formalities  at  the 
offices,  and  the  tedious  delays  in  collecting  the 
general*  sentiment  of  the  different  banks,  as  to 
certain  arrangements  and  terms  among  them- 
selves, this  project  was  not  matured  until  about 
a  week  before  the  capture  of  the  city,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  was  informed  that  the  money  would 
eertaioljr  be  raised.  This  was  done  without  any 
intimation  or  suggestion  from  any  branch  of  the 
Government,  of  the  want  of  means  for  an  adequate 
defence,  although  I  recollect  the  Secretary  of 
War  had,  some  time  before,  in  a  converMtion  I 
introduced  relative  to  the  purchase  of  some  more 
ground  about  Fort  Washington  for  an  ezteasion 
of  the  works,  observed,  substantially,  that  the  pro- 
prietor asked  too  much  for  it,  considering  how  poor 
the  Government  was,  and  that,  if  we  found  it  was 
really  wanted  in  any  presainffemergeney,  it  would, 
of  course,  be  taken  and  used. 

At  length,  in  August  last,  when  the  increased 
and  reinforced  fleet,  with  the  troops,  ascended  the 
Chesapeake,  and  were  known,  from  authentic  In- 
formation, to  have  entered  the  Patuzent,  I  called 
on  Secretary  Armstrong  again,  and  ezpressed,  as 
usual,  my  apprehensions,  arising  from  want  of 
means  and  preparations,  adding  that,  from  the 
known  naval  and  reputed  land  force  of  the  enemy, 

*  Colonel  Lavsll  has  since  informed  me  that  no 
effectual  means  were  taken  to  mount  his  men,  not- 
withstanding his  frequent  applications  to  the  War 
Department  for  that  purpose ;  and  that,  learning  that 
the  enemy  was  actually  approaching  us,  he,  on  his 
own  Ksponsibtlity,  adopted  means  for  procuring  horses, 
•B  the  spur  of  the  oeeasion,  or  he  could  not  have  been 
on  at  ail  for  the  particuiar  serfioe. 


be  probably  meant  to  strike  t  ttnooibior.  Bi 
reply  was,  ^  oh  yes  I  by  G— d,  t)i«f  tosl^ « 
come  with  such  a  fleet  withoot  mwjgf  onrib 
somewhere,  but  they  certsioly  will Meooe kit: 
what  the  d — 1  will  they  do  liere,'k  if(erI^ 
marking  that  I  differed  very  muehiioiiii/B,! 
to  the  probable  interest  they  feltioisnfii;« 
capturing  our  Seat  of  (3oTenimeBt,iiiUitl 
believed  a  visit  to  this  place  wMU,{««Ttnl 
reasons,  be  a  favorite  objeet  with  ib.^  ob- 
served, ^  no,  no  1  Baltimoreis  tlie |)lia,si, m 
is  of  so  much  more  eoose^woee." 

The  public  confidence  io  the  SeeretiiTfif  Vi 
had,  for  some  time,  been  erideatlf  np^lTSoi 
ning,  and  the  frequent  and  aBKierTeda|iiefi» 
by  individuals  to  that  effect,  soiDCtimestfas^'a 
and  sometimes  otherwise,  were  miljdiara 
ble  and  troublesome  to  me.  The  Prokiot  ^ 
I  presume,  have  been  awareof  theiieiefa 
want  or  decline  of  confideoee,  u  veil  frsai ) 
ordinary  sources  of  JnfonMtion.  as  frei  a 
which  I  have  nnderslood  (fromoDeofilfQ^* 
bers  themselves)  he  receired  fronaJMitet 
mittee  or  deputation  of  tbeBiuDicipilitt»^ 
of  the  city  of  Georgetown,  who  IM  ^^ 
before,  a  formal  inter? iew  with  hia,  «-'«^ 
the  general  state  of  the  District 

On  the  18ih  of  August  lut,  I  fomiw^ 
tary  Monroe,  at  his  request,  and  bfiosOKt^'' 
Secretary  Armstrong,  with  two  small  u«? « 
horse,  to  accompany  him  to  ibi  PaiQis^  ^ 
the  same  day,  General  Wioder  {af»ica» 
with  me,  in  which  he  was  hesititiogu^B^ 
ded  as  to  the  force  he  might  want  fros^^ 
trict  of  Colnmbia,  and  in  whkhliilft»^ 
unequivocally,  to  call  for  sll  iuoiliut)^ 
my  whole  division  of  troops.  They  tw^  ^ 
ingly  immediately  ordered  oot  ^J^-^- 
suspect,  from  circumstances,  ihat  w*''^' 
might  arise  between  General  Wia*^*'"'^'  . 
on  the  score  of  command,  a8d'»*"'"J^fj 
create  any  not  absolutely  neeeBif!^ """'^ 
not  to  raise  the  point  until  i(ibo<t<l  tMoaej 
tain  that  my  troops  were  to  goia»aew»y^ 
tion.    It  soon  became  so,  by  ih«w»{"' 


approach  of  the  enemy  to  tbeeUf  -  .-i 
on  General  Winder,  and,  «fi««!*^ 
that,  all  my  troops  being  in  sef'j^'*.^- 
myself  so  also,  (as  I  was  pvt«>?^,  ^ 
connected  with,  the  dirisiooj  1  luf^ 
that  I  should,  of  course,  «pecitottK»y^ 
mand  the  law  had  assigned  ^^^^^^ 
which  I  was  prepared  to  do.  He «!"«.; 
would  certainly  be  entitled  to  itew"?.^ 
were  really  in  service ;  and  th«''****rA'Ld 
case,  yield  it  to  me  cheerfally,  *w».f "»% 
taiion :  but  he  said  he  did  not  eoostdff  d^^ 
sarily  in  service,  because  the  two  bnga^i  ^ 
composed  the  whole)  o(mjdimf!^^ 
quired,  and  were  in  the  field ;  and.  ^^ 
this  military  district  bad  been  eomam^ 
he  was  compelled  to  retain  the  cooa*^ 
he  should  be  regularly  notified  br»e^^ 
ment  that  an  officer  of  superior  raokvi-^^ 

in  service  within  thedistricu  ^^^v- 
in  a  conversation  of  some  miaow  »^ 
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e  a  dbtioetion  (which  I  could  not  compre* 
I)  between  callings  or  haviog-the  two  brigades 
ly  division  io  semce,  and  eaiiiag  or  having 
ti  vision  itsdf,  which  consisted  whoWy  of  those 
brigades.  In  support  of  this  claim  to  the 
rnaod  of  my  division,  he  instanced  the  case 
eneral  Smith,  of  Baltimore,  who,  although  a 
iderahle  part  of  his  troops  were  in  reqaisition 
servicci  had  not  claimed  the  command,  al* 
gfh  he  said  he  had,  at  first,  made  some  intima* 
no  that  effect.  I  observed,  that  General 
ih's  conduct  might  be  explained  by  the  cir- 
ttance  of  his  whole  dtrision  not  being  in  tet" 
I  concluded  my  interview  with  General 
der  by  informing  him  that  I  would  imme* 
ly  apply  to  the  Secretarjr  of  War  to  deter- 
)  the  Vrincipal  fact  on  which  the  case  rested, 
her  I  was  or  was  not  in  service,  and  thus  to 
ie  the  question  between  as,  io  which  he  ap- 
id  cordially  to  concur.  Had  there  been  as 
confidence  then  in  that  gentleman's  general- 
as.  there  is  now,  my  course  would  have  been 
rent.  I  accordingly  instantly  called  on  the 
eury  of  War,  who  expressly  declared  it  was 
embarrassing  case ;"  and,  after  some  minuted 
ral  and  indecisive  conversation  on  the  sub- 
concluded  b]r  assurioff  me  that  he  would 
ediately  state  it  to  the  President  for  his  de* 

0,  and  would,  without  delay,  advise  me  of 
'esolt.  This  was  early  in  the  morning  of  (I 
[)  Saturdav,  immediately  preceding  tne 
nesday  of  the  affair  at  Biadensburg. 

ter  leaving  Secretary  Armstrong, dissatisfied 
ivas  with  the  general  tenor  of  his  language 
•oodact,  relative  to  the  business,  daring  the 
view,  I  also  called  on  the  President^  scatinff 
ira  sbbstsBtialiy  the  case,  and  adding,  asl 
>efore  done  to  both  the  other  gentlemen,  that, 
were  the  particular  wish  and  determination 
e  Bxectttive  (which  I  bc^n  to  think  notim- 
ible)  that  General  Winder  should  have  the 
ipal  command,  in  meeting  the  column  of  the 
^y  marching  directly  on  the  city  from  the 
sent  that  probably  some  separate  station  or 
naod  might  be  assigned  me,  as  there  were 
to  be  other  menaces  and  approaches.  The 
dent  declined  a  decision  until  after  the  Sec- 
y  of  War  should  have  been  consulted.  I  re> 
(d  to  my  house,  where  I  waited  impatiently 
my  aids,  Majors  Brent  and  M'Keniwy,  who 
read^  and  anxious  to  accompany  me  to 

1,  until  half  past  twelve  o^clock ;  and,  al- 
f  b,  upon  reflecting  on  what  had  passed  be- 
D  the  Secretary,  General  Winder^  and  my- 
[  was  suspicions  it  was  predetermined,  and 
ged  or  understood  between  them,  that  I  was 
J  have  the  command,  or,  at  least,  that  an  at- 
t  should  be  made  to  withhold  it  from  me, 
not  bearing  from  the  Secretary,  I  sent  a  mes- 
rr  to  him  requesting  a  decision.  After  de- 
ig  the  servant  about  two  hours,  he  sent  me, 
im,  a  written  communication,  si ving  me  to 
rstand  that  I  was  not  considerecTin  command 
vice.  I  determined  not  to  attempt  to  create 
liscordance  or  schism  at  a  moment  of  immi- 
peril,  and  when  the  cordial  co-opeimtion  of 


all  was  so  important ;  and,  at  the  same  time  whilst 
I  held  ray  commission  of  Major  General,  not  be- 
ing able  to  serve  under  General  Winder,  I  instantly 
sent  my  resignation  to  the  Secretary,  taking  an 
early  opportunity  of  assuring  General  Winder 
that,  although  I  felt  the  injury  done  me,  there 
was  nothing  personal  in  my  motives, and,  further, 
offering  and  pledginj^  myself  to  him  for  any  ser* 
vice  in  my  |>ower,  either  civil  or  military,  which 
the  public  exiffenciesmight  require.*  I  continued 
to  see  General  Winder  occasionally,  as  before,  and 
to  be  Astonished  at  ihe  apparent  sluggishness  or 
procrastination  in  the  preparation  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  enemy,  who  was  on  his  advance.  I 
recollect  well  that,  even  after  he  had,  according 
toauthentic  and  undoubted  information,  ascendea 
to  the  head  of  the  ship  navigation  of  the  Patux- 
ent,  and  had,  for  about  twenty-four  hours,  been 
debarking  on  the  hither  bank  of  that  river,  and 
marching  his  troops  to  their  encampment  on  the 
heights  of  Benedict,  (about  forty  miles  from  this, 
on  the  usual  route^)  General  Winder,  in  answer 
to  an  inquiry  of  mine,  whether  he  had  ordered  on 
any  troops  from  Baltimore,  and  whether  he 
thought  they  would  be  here  in  time,  said  that  they 
were  ordered  on,  and  that  all  his  fear  was,  that 
they  would  be  here  too  soon.  Expressing  to  him 
my  astonishment  at  the  apprehension,  he  said  he 
thought  it  very  probable  tiiat  the  enemy  would 
suddenly  turn  about,  and  make  a  blow  at  Balti- 
more. Having  been  surprised,  for  several  days, 
at  not  having  seen  or  heard  of  any  actual  attempt 
or  movement  towards  throwing  up  works,  of  any 
description,  io  this  vicinity,  from  behind  whicn 
the  enemy  might  he  resisted  with  great  advantage 
and  effect,  I  proposed,  at  a  meeting  of  our  citi- 
zens, on  the  Saturday  evening  (after  I  had  resign- 
ed) next  preceding  the  day  of  the  afiair  at  Bla- 
densburg,  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed 
to  wait  on  General  Winder,  and  soggfst  to  him 
the  importance  of  some  such  works  at  BladeB»- 
burg,  through  which  village  the  enemv  would 
certainly  pass ;  and,  in  case  the  General  should 
approve  the  proposition,  to  request  him  to  assign 
an  engineer  or  officer  to  prescribe  or  superintend 
the  work,  the  citixeos  furnishing  the  laborers^  dbc., 
gratis.  A  committee  accordingly  waited  on  him : 
he  approved  the  idea,  assigned  or  procured  Colo- 
nel Wadsworth,  of  the  ordnance  department,  to 
locate,  soperiotend,  dbc.,  and,  according  to  that 
officer's  project  and  directions,  (after  havinc  re- 
connoi tared  nearly  a  day,  an  operation,  in  which, 
at  his  request,  I  accompanied  him,)  were  the 
works  completed  by  the  citizens,  although,  to  the 
universal  astonishment,  not  a  man  occupied,  du- 
ring the  action,  the  principal  one ;  and  most  ad- 
vantageous parts  of  the  ground,  also,  which  had 
tfeen  reconnoitered,  (and  wh^re  the  enemy  might 
have  been  cut  up  and  slain  by  bundredtf,)  were 
not  even  occupied  by  our  troops  I  Owing  to  ac- 
cident and  misinformation,  I  was  not  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action ;  but  the  whole  scene, 

*  Annexed  aie  copies  of  my  ieeignatk>n,  a  subse- 
quent letter  from  the  War  Department,  and  my  aiisw« 
theialo» 
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dsrinff  iDf  advsbee  toward  the  right  Fiddc,  where 
Comnodore  Bsroef ,  with  hb  mea  and  the  ma* 
riiie  corps,  did  themielTet  so  »iieb  honor,  whUal 
I  GOBtioaed  there,  and  aAerwards,  io  retiriog^ 
from  ooe  point  to  another  as  far  as  Oeotgetowa, 
eontaioed  diegustinc  aadinfflorioiiaeireaQistaaees. 
How  what  wae  called  the  nrst  lioe  of  oar  ttioope, 
OB  their  left)  generallr,  waaformed.  I  do  not  know. 
Id  that  part  of  the  oeld  oo  whicn  I  moyed.  and 
afterwards^  dartog  the  retreat,  I  could  difooreror 
Icara  noihiog  like  a  sjFstem  or  an  order  of  battle^ 
of  retreat  or  of  rallftoff,  or  re^orflsiag;  and  tere- 
val  of  the  officers  of  the  imiitia  of  the  city  and 
Gkorgetowa, (General  W. Smith's  brigade,)  wham 
I  met  with  io  the  coarse  of  the  affair  (and  who. 
with  his  men,  were  generalij  in  good  order,  and 
deeply  regretted  the  want  or  opportumty  to  net 
efficiently^  appeared,  in  this  respect,  to  be  in  the 
same  predicament  with  myself. 

A  oardioal  error  in  this  whole  buaineaa  was,  in 
my  opioioD,  that  the  great  body  or  mass  of  the 
Baltimore  force  *  was  not  ordered  on  this  wnyfio 
soon  as  the  direction  of  the  enemy^i  movement 
was  ascertaio^,  with  instroctioos,  whilst  they 
(the  Baltimore  fotoe)  were  advancing,  always  to 
keep  themaelres  between  Baltimore  and  the  e»- 
amy,  so  thai  they  might,  and  would,  hare  been 
ready,  as  the  two  branches  of  our  army  and  the 
enemy  approached  each  other,  always  to  co-ope- 
rate, «ither  before  or  after  a  jnnctioa,  with  the 
troops  aesembliag  here,  (who  would,  of  course, 
have  followed  the  enemy  bad  be  wheeled  towards 
BaltimoieO  in  case  of  an  attempt  either  on  this 
place  or  jraltimore;  and  thus  aa  overwhelming 
and  operative  force  would  have  been  coUected. 
Another  very  great  error,  I  think,  was,  that  the 
BBemy  were  saffered  andisturbediy  fo  eueampon 
the  heights  of  Benedict,  where  the  loeal  oireom* 
atancce  ore  well  calculated  for  resistance,  and  to 
advance  from  thence  to  Bladensborg,  without 
having  been  harassed  or  annoyed  in  their  pro* 
fress ;  thk  was  probably,  in  part,  and  perhapa 
principally,  owiim  to  the  waotof  a  eeatraleomp, 
and,  generally,  orneaos  and  preparation^  on  oat 
{lart,  when  the  enemy  landed^ 

Another  errorwas,tha<  our  men  were,  for  a  ehovt 
period  before  the  action,  unneceasanly  barasaed 
and  worndown  by  fatiguing aod  ill-timed  marches; 
which,  in  addition  to  the  fiitijpes  mnny  of  thm 
underwent  from  running,  as  it  were,  from  their 
homes  (from  which  they  weie  hurried  and  dragged 
04  the  moment,  instead  of  having  been  ordered  out 
in  proper  season)  to  this  city,  almoet  exhausted 
them.  Another,  a  waatof  atteolion  and  promptness 
in  baviag  the  reinforcements,  as  they  arrived  io  the 
city, supplied  with  arms,  ammuaition,  provlsioBs, 
dbo.,  and  in  accttstoming  them  to  the  familiar  uae  of 
the  former.  Another,  that  the  enemy  were  suf- 
fered to  advance  too  far,  even  at  Bladenaburg,  be* 
fore  they  were  met;  owing,  doubtless,  to  the  ab» 
aence  of  our  troops,  who  had  been  encamped  the 
preceding  niffht  within  about  three  or  four  miles 
only  of  the  neld  of  battle.  Another,  a  want  of 
the  most  advantageous  order  or  arraogcoMnt  in 

*.A  part  onlj  of  the  Baltunore  Ibroe  caoM  this  wi^-. 


the  battle  itself ;  oaetdtheettWKifvkiikidt 
less  wos^  that  the  enemy  wcr  laiRd  ivdft 
antioipate  as  in  the  eecofatisa  of  thfranio' 
teoded  for  oonelvee.  AoothK  tbiefat  m 
ofaeoneerted  plan  of  reoeit  to,sBHfiifi 
some  one  or  mora  of  the  advaoapiB  pros 
hecwoen  the  battle  ground  aad  tkOfsL  A» 
oiher,a.preaBamraOTder(asg«aenlifBtaNd; 
of  retreat.  Anothei,  that  a  tvpaoUi  Wf  oi 
appareDtly  eseellent  tnopi,(tbeFaiik>fMS 
oc  mUitiSf )  who  had  bie n  io  the  «tf  swihs 
period  of  the  peeaediag  day,  ine  laii  it 
tioa.  I  ooderstand,  Irom  afwdonBi^a 
pnaeott  that,.early  in  the  evmii|ofikertcai| 
day,  after  the  arrival  of  ttrasiatofi  Uile^ 
their  commoader  made  appiioitiaitBtkSa 
tary  of  War,  for  arms  aad  maoiUfli/ff « 
ano  that,  owing  to  the  objseiioia  mle  \i 
Secratary,  he  did  notobtaiD  thsnaiiilihM 
ing,  which  probably  wasa  prioeqalaBettk 
detention  from  the  eagageueal  Anahrff 
i  thiak,  waa,  that  General  Toiid^>  W*"' 
Alexandria,  which  was  eeeaoiped  oi  tke  a 
side  of  thePoiooiac,  opposite  to  Ahiii^n>>«0 
a  fow  miles  of  the  Bastero  Bnsek  M;k« 
not  sent  for  immediately  (if  aol  bcfoi^** 
was  osoef  tatoed  that  the  eeenf  w  nMf^ 
proaohing  Biadensborg.  If  tin  I^J^*'' 
General  Yoitog  might  either  hare  bb^^ 
wards  that  place  by  the  rosd  wi^^^}^ 
Branch,  where  he  might  have  <1m»^'2!^ 
noyed  the  enemy  in  flaak  w  rfir,orv<9» 
(crossing  the  fiaatera  biaaeh  l»ndgt)if»a|' 
not  hove  reached  the  field  of  hsuk,iiiRi«» 
retreating  troops  at  some  psistiiw^* 
might  ihtts  have  been  very  »><>*'<^': 
stocing  the  fortune  of  the  day;  uii>^^ 
he  laigbl,  in  a  few  hoan>  tiaie,tortiianH; 


hiaibrnmaiacion:  whereai,heF<«ai«'>^ 


dieoee  to  an  order  f  aa  he  hn 


me)  that  day  given  V  ti^«  fl«S[„VK 
hts  pesttMO^  not  aa  enemy  «>f  "^r  J(S 
whilst  his  mea  distinctly  hca^thei&i«BH 
deaabavA  aod  were  mortifieddte^J^ 
it.  Another  error  waa»  thit  ^  **^  ' 
ratHoea,  d^  by  the  sides  of  tkt  ubJ^i 
were  not  iioed  with  our  light  i'^'*r[^ 
cAomy  in  his  advance  ffoai  >^,^^l^i 
At  oU  events,  on  the  risiag  giM^  <^*^ 
the  turopike  gate^  if  not  ^^^f^^f^ 
to  have  made  another  siaad.  f^^^, 
nary  exertions  of  private  g«a"«**»"  juj 
officers,  aad  by  the  opportase  •'",7^,^,^ 
vorable  spot  of  the  Fairiia  t»»P*>('^r! 
six  hundred,)  who  had  not  yet  ^^ 
body  of  about  ten  or  twelre  h»w»V  j- 
already  formed,  includiag  ^"^f^^^ 
lery,  weU  planted,  and  their  aao^  «f^ 

iocrea8iBg,bythe  railyiBgoffor"S.7S 
offreaht?oops,dkc;  iodlaaessfiaeit^' 
they  remained  there,  (in  a  posttioi  ^^ 
ing  the  Navy  Yard  as  die  city  f^%. 
British  would  not  have  advaoeei  ^i^ 
being  at  leaat  two  or  three  miles  ofl,  ^^ 
partmUy,  sorerelyhaadled;  aad,  by  th<  ^ 
aoeh  advoBtagea  of  ayatcn,  aniac"!^ 
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e  of  oanbOTs,  eoofliieDCt,  fte^  night  luive 
improred  bjF  os,  w  woali  iMvr  U4  to  tlw 
nfiiure  a«l  def(Mt  of  the  eneay;  bat,  oo* 
Dttely,  ermk  ftom  h«f«  those  troope  weto 
ed  to  retreet  umwrin  the  Cftpkoi  f^oere, 
bciiee  to  a  mon  dielODt  fiiaee ;  agtintt  both 
likh  moTeneois  I  took  the  Jibertr.  at  the 
of  remoBitfOttog  to  Gteoeral  Winoer.  Aii- 
oafoftoiMCe  error  ww^  that  o«r  traopiL  afler 
8  determintd  toabaiodon  the  eitv  ititlr,  were 
aUed  on  eeine  of  the  eonrawodiog'  heighu 
d  it,  from-whioh  ther  aiffht  oooetaatly  hwro 
ted  with  eflbei,  etther  by  d«ioehneBt|  or 
wise,  on  the  enemj,  dorinff  bit  eootinoaiice 
aad  from  wfateh,  if  it  had  beeoiBe  pe weary 
ire,  we  might,  at  all  timet^  baiTe retired  with 
\  Another  error  wae,  that  a  eoneiderable 
inaeeenary  mimher  of  wagone  aad  eartt 
ID  the  fieici,  or  iu  immediate  trieihity,  from 
1,  at  an  early  period  of  the  engagement,  they 
lod  in  their  night  contributed  mneh  to  the 
ly  and  eoafasion  of  the  day.  Another  error 
hat  theenemy  was  not  pnrtoed  and  annoyed, 
precipitate  departure  to  bis  shipi.  Ifaay  of 
errors,  donhticit,  arose  from  the  want  of 
;t  information  reiative  to  theenemy  j  which, 
(if,  was  an  eviraordioary  circomstaoee,  as, 
»me  days  before  they  (the  enemy)  entered 
iiy,  there  were  seTem  handred  cavalry 
g  our  troops.  Many  of  tbe  ef  ils  of  the  day 
unquestionably,  aroee  from  the  rawness  of  a 
ierahie  part  of  our  mttitia  force;  indeed, 
lering  what  the  deserlption  of  the  great 
of  our  troops  was,  and  that  they  had  to  coo^ 
with  about  an  eqnal  namber  of  treieimas, 
Dg  but  jadlctous  and  sklKal  management, 
to  our  decided  superiority  of  artillery  and 
ry,  tbe  natiTo  vaKHP  of  our  men,  Oghtin^  for 
ij  held  dear.aad  the  loeal  ad  vantages  within 
laeh,  oould  have  authorised  the  expeetation 
cess. 

boogfa  I  cannot  think  the  means  we  had  on 
ot  were  used  to  the  best  advantage,  still  I 
General  Winder  was  by  no  means  fVimiehed 
luffieient  or  timelv  meaae;  which  I  always 
lered  it  the  special  doty  of  the  War  Depart* 
to  have  attended  to. 

m  a  certain  degree  of  delicacy,  sir,  in  my 
ion,  as  regards  both  the  late  Secretary  of 
md  General  Winder,  it  is  not  without  some 
snee  that  I  have  eiven  tbe  committee  the 
view;  but,  considering  your  call  as  imper- 
and  having  always  been  of  opinion  that  it 
ue  to  the  American  people  that  the  facts 
rcomstances  connected  with  the  fail  of  the 
1  should  be  folly  developed,  1  transmit  it  to 
fter  having  necessarily  prepared  it  in  great 
Possibly  other  eirtumstaoces  relative  to 
bject  may  hereafter  occur  to  me;  should 
e  the  case,  1  will  take  the  liberty  of  com- 
ating  them.  I  presume,  also,  that  I  shall 
he  privilege  hereafter  of  correcting  any  er- 
ither  in  form  or  substance,  that  may  have 
into  the  statement. 

JOHN  P.  VAN  NBSS. 
1.  R.  M»  Joannoif^  4e. 


OF  WAaamovoii,  jIiv.  ilO^  1014 
8iB :  QIre  me  leave  hereby  te  resign  the  eoflH 
mand  which  1  have  for  some  time  past  had  the 
honor  to  hold,  as  Major  Qeneral  of  the  militia  of 
the  District  of  Colnmbta.  My  eommiseion  would 
have  been  enclosed,  had  I  been  able  to  lay  my 
hands  upon  it.  A  principal  regrH  which  I  (M 
upon  this  occasiott  is,  that  mv  resignation  occurt 
at  a  momeat  when  I  would  liave  oeen  happy  to 
have  been  permitted  to  participate  in  the  derenea 
of  my  coufntrv,  and  particularly  <^  the  District. 
I  hare  tbe  honor  to  be,  Ae, 

roHN  P.  VAN  NB99. 
Hon.  Joan  ARnaTUONO, 


War  DBPaniriiein\,  Now,  12, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  to  state,  that  your  resig- 
nation of  the  command  of  the  militia  of  this  Dis- 
trict, as  Major  General,  has  not  been  accepted, 
and  that  it  would-be  satisfoetory  to  the  President 
that  you  shouid  resume  it. 

That  you  were  not  called  into  service  with  the 
troops  of  the  District,  did  not  proceed  from  a 
want  of  respect  for  your  merit,  wnieh  is  aeknowlr 
edged,  but  from  the  impontbtiity  of  doing  it,  at 
the  time,  without  displeasing  tho  commander  of 
the  district,  fVom  which  tbe  most  serious  ioiory 
was  apprehended,  the  enemy  having  landed  at 
Benedict,  and  being  on  his  march  for  this  city. 
Gkeat  confidence  is  entertained  in  your  patriotism, 
zeal  in  support  of  the  cause  of  your  country,  and 
fitness  for  tne  trust,  regarding  your  comparative 
experienee,  with  that  of  others  of  our  fellow-oiti- 
^sene,  in  active  service.  I  add,  with  pleasure,  that 
your  conduct,  after  pmentiog  your  resigfnation, 
and  particularly  at  Bladensburg,  after  joining  our 
tfcwpe  as  a  volunteer  on  the  preceding  day,  has 
increased  these  favorable  impreasione* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  m. 

JAMB8  MONBOB. 

Maj.  Gea.  J.  P.  Van  Naau, 

Ciiy  of  WkuMngtm. 


WASHisoroic,  November  14, 1814. 

Sir:  On  my  return  to  the  city,  after  a  few  days' 
absence,  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  com- 
mutticatioa  of  the  twelfth  instant,  advising  me 
that  my  resignation  of  tbe  command  of  the  mili- 
tia of  this  District,  offered  some  time  since,  baa 
not  been  accepted,  and  that  it  would  be  satisfac- 
tory to  the  President  that  I  should  resume  it. 

Injured  as  I  felt  by  the  treatment  I  received,  in 
relation  to  my  military  command,  I  adopted,  as  a 
proper  expression  of  that  feelinff,  what  I  consid- 
ered the  only  course  which,  whilst  it  was  just  to 
myself,  was  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  ser- 
vice— a  course  which  I  am  gratified  that  my 
friends,  both  public  and  private,  have  universally 
approved.  At  the  same  time,  sir,  without  at 
present  hazarding  an  opinion,  or  going  into  any 
argument  as  to  the  snmcieoey  of  the  reason  for 
disregarding  my  claim  to  the  command,  or  to 
service,  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy  to  the  Me- 
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tropolif.  permit  me  to  atftce,  that  I  am  perfectly 
Mtisfiea  that  the  President  was  aetuaied  solely  by 
a  regard  for  the  public  ^ood. 

For  the  general  polueoess  of  yoar  letter,  for 
ackoowledgiog  the  correctoess  of  mj  condoct  sub- 
sequent to  my  resignation,  and  particularly  in  the 
anfortonate  affair  at  Bladensburg,  although  I  ha?e 
due  sensibility,  and  fully  appreciate  the  honor 
done  me  by  the  intimation  of  the  President's 
wishes,  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  comply  with 
them  upon  this  occasion ;  which,  I  presume,  can- 
not be  regretted,  inasmuch  as  other  gentlemen, 
belter  qualified  for  the  purpose,  must  be  within 
the  view  of  the  Gk)Teroroent. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ditc. 

JOHN  P.  VAN  NESS. 

Hon.  Jab.  Monbob, 

Secretary  of  War* 


Doctor  CaHeWe  Statement. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  will 
endeavor  to  make  as  concise  and  correct  a  state- 
ment of  the  circumstances,  which  came  within 
my  view,  of  the  late  campaign  in  this  neighbor- 
hood, as  is  in  my  power. 

On  the  evening  of  the  2l8t,  (being  attached  to 
the  suite  of  Qeueral  Winder  as  staff  surgeon,)  we 
were  met  bv  Colonel  Monroe  at  the  Woodyard, 
who  had  left  Nottingham  about  sunset,  where  he 
saw  the  advance  of  the  enemy  with  their  barges 
and  small  vessels.  Next  morning  Colonel  Mon- 
roe. General  Winder,  and  suite,  proceeded  down 
ana  met  them  within  three  or  tour  miles  of  Not- 
tingham. After  takinff  such  positions  as  would 
afford  the  best  view  of  the  enemv,and  remaining 
under  cover  of  the  woods  until  they  advanced 
within  three  or  four  hundred  yards  of  us,  those 
gentlemen  retired  with  Colonel  Lavall's  troon, 
which  was  also  in  advance,  until  we  met  an  ad- 
vanced detachment  of  our  troops,  about  four  or 
five  huodred,  which  were  immediately  ordered  to 
retreat  to  the  main  body  at  the  Woodyard.  Ma- 
jor Hite  had  been  ordered  to  remain  near  the 
forks  of  the  road,  to  observe  whether  the  enemy 
took  that  leading  to  Marlborough,  or  the  other 
we  were  on  to  the  Woodvard.  The  country  here, 
from  the  heights  and  fielas,  was  admirably  calcu- 
lated to  afford  observations  of  the  enemy.  Their 
entire  want  of  cavalry  was  observable,  from  there 
being  none  with  their  advance,  to  which  we  had 
been  so  near.  Videttes  were  placed  in  our  rear. 
General  Winder  proceeded  towards  the  Wood- 
yard  i  Colonel  Monroe  took  a  direction  across  the 
eountryto  wards  Marlborough;  1  accompanied 
bim.  We  soon  (about  twelve  o'clock)  began  to 
hear  the  ezploaion  and  see  the  smoke  from  the 
flotilla.  We  were  overtaken  by  some  of  the  yi« 
dettes,  who  stated  that  there  were  fifteen  or  twenty 
horsemen  on  our  left,  supposed  to  be  of  the  enemy, 
attempting  to  cut  us  off.  We  immediately  shaped 
our  course  towards  the  Woodvard ;  met  General 
Winder,  who  returned ;  pas«ed  a  number  of  our 
troops,  and,  arriving  at  the  Woodyard,  found  the 
main  body  moving  off  towards  the  Long  Old 
Fields,  where  the  army  eaeamped  in  the  eveaiag. 


Next  morning,  23d|  the  President  and  tU  ik 
Heads  of  Departmeau  were  in  camp*  ^nic(l 
understood)  come  down  that  night.  TkeFnt 
dent  reviewed  the  inwps,  supposed  iloat  time 
thousand  five  hundred,  haviag  been  Maerfattk 
Woodyard  by  Commodore  Baraep  an,  as^ 
other  corps,  at  this  place.    About  two  fknaod 
five  hundred  Baltimore  troops  veie  tiBadits- 
burg.    This  day  an  advanced  deiaehaiiii.  I  be- 
lieve, under  the  command  of  Major  Pe^aet 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  in  theneighborbaBdol 
BAarlboroogh,  some  firing  took  place,  aai  ta 
troopa  retreated.     General  Winder  vai  saei 
miles  over  to  the  left,  observing  oa  the  diitetiaii 
from   Marlborough   to  Bladeosbarg.    tonA 
evening  we  returned  to  the  Old  Fields,  sad  C^ 
our  army  advantageously  posted  to  receire  tx 
enemy.    A  retreat  was  soon  after  ordered  to  3i 
city,  leaving  some  flour  and  whiskey  destnfii 
on  the  camping  ground.     This  nigki  1  uept 
within  a  mile  of  the  field,  and  at  dafli^ioii 
man  over  in  that  direction  to  leara  wbeikr  m 
enemy  were  there.    He  reported  ia  tbe  ofgitiR 
and  I  went  directly  into  the  road  aadeuMoefe 
the  city,  before  eight  o'clock,  believing  tbai  ik 
enemy  could  not  reach  Bladensboig  nstiikea 
the  day.    The  upper  bridge  was  oa  fiicia^  {m 
other  prepared  to  be  blown  up  as  I  ensei  it 
The  first  news  I  heard  on  entering  the  fiti,*v 
that  the  enemy  were  within  two  and  a  kaUaiiii 
coming  towarda  the  bridge,  and  there  a|fevd» 
be  a  continual  succession  and  industriesfcfltiii* 
tion  of  false  reports  and  false  alarms.  Tkrifi^af 
were  pertinaciously  represented  to  be  atlfltf  t^ 
thousand,  and  many  were  disposed  to  ^*€ 
their  number  greater,  although  several  prisam 
taken  yesterday  could  only  ennmeiate  (our  Rfi* 
ments,  and  name  but  one  General,  sad  ose  C«* 
onel,  acting  as  Brigadier.    I  ezaaiaed  seren 
myaelf,  with  all  the  address  I  cea^isdvMia 
certainly  have  risked  my  life  upoa  t^eir  ^aott 
eatire  want  of  artillery  and  caratry.    TlMre 
appeared  to  be  an  impression  viik  oat  ttQ09>,j 
generally,  that  the  enemy  were  mack  mote  foci 
midable  than  appearances  eoold  ]«fu{|.  Abo^ 
11  o'clock  the  main  aody  of  our  tioopi  ttffni  « 
from  near  tbe  Eastern  Branch  briage  vfwuii 
Bladensburg,  and,  by  a  neeecarily  cxuaBriittTT! 
effort,  for  men  immediately  from  ship  teird,  ^ 
British  reached  the  opposite  aide  of  the  fii' 
neariv  at  the  same  lime  with  oar  troop^  tl 
1  o'clock.    They  halted  in  froat  aboot  t 
minutes,  until  their  rear  got  ap.    Soaie 
were  seen  observing  us  from  the  heights. 
two  armies  were  about  three-foarths  of  a 
apart,  pretty  much  in  view  of  each  other.  T^ 
position  of  our  troops  will  be  better  deseribai^ 
you  by  others.    A  few  minutes  before  tbe  ts^ 
commenced,  by  request  of  General  Wiader  I  ^ 
livered  an  order  to  Major  Piokney,iA  frff^* 
take  the  most  judicious  position  with  bisridfl^ 
to  protect  the  artillery  at  the  battery,  witiiis^ 
hundred  yards  of  the  Bladeosbury  bridge** 
three  or  four  hundred  in  advance  of  oQri>^ 
The  enemy  were  now  coming  down  a  i^^  '^. 
the  village  in  thick  Qolaain.    This  bts*?*^ 
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out  seren  pieces,  cornmeneed  a  destraetiTe  fire 
>0D  tbem,  which  immediately  threw  their  sd- 
oce  oat  of  the  street,  among  the  houses,  but 
ey  were  very  sood  crossing  tM  bridge  in  great 
mbers,  notwithstanding  an  additional  cross  ire 
m  scTcral  pieces  from  ovr  right.    They  ad- 
Qced  with  great  steadiness  towards  the  battery, 
le  artillery  retreated ;  the  rifles  received  them 
idsomely,  bat  soon  retreaud  also.   They  began 
firing  a  few  rockeU  about  the  time  that  onr 
!  commenced,  which  psissed  a  considerable  dis- 
ce  orer  our  first  line,  immediately  in  the  rear 
which  were  the  President,  and  several  other 
itlemen  of  the  Cabinet.    If  was  iosgeiied  to 
m,  I  think  by  Gkaeral  Winder^  to  tal»  a  nwre 
)ectful  distance,  and  they  did  so^    General 
nder  rode  along  the  iine,encoaraging  the  men 
disreffard  the  rockets.    The  enemy  having 
ried  the  battery  in  froat  of  as,  began  to  flank 
galarly,  bat  a  considerable  n amber,  also,  ad- 
icing  directly  upon  this  line,  (through  an  or- 
rd,)  which  soon  commenced  a  fire  upon  them, 
a  an  elevated  position,  and  too  soon  after, 
ore  they  came  within  point  blank  shot,  re- 
tted.  They  were,  however,  a  namber  of  them, 
ily  rallied  hy  another  officer  and  myself;  hot 
part  of  the  line  ffiving  way,  which  had  stood 
,  further  on  the  feft,  they  all  broke  off  again. 
i  fire  now  became  very  hot  in  the  centre,  from 
musketry  and  artillery;   the  musketry  too 
ant,  aithongb  with  great  sldvantageof  position, 
the  artillery  evidently  with  great  execution. 
i  musketry  continually  aad  successively  (witb- 
being  rallied)  retreating  as  the  eaemy  ad- 
eed  opon  them;  and  as  soon  as  they  closed 
vith  Commodore  Barney's  command,  a  gen- 
retreat  took  place,  before  they  had  reached  a 
liderable  portion  of  our  infantry.    Being  in 
rear,  I  observed  that  the  enemy  seemed  to 
,  when  the  firing  ceased,  about  a  mile  and  a 
on   this  side  of  Bladensburg ;   there  was 
ling  like  pursuit.    When  I  got  to  Capfiol 
,  there  were  no  troope  formed  there.    As  I 
ed  through  the  city,  it  was  reported  that  the 
ny  were  coming  in  from  towards  the  race 
lod.    I  observed  that  it  was  false,  and  only 
aded  to  produce  panic.    The  few  eitisens  I 
at  their  houses,  appeared  as  if  resigned  to 
t  an  awful  fate.    The  main  body  of  our  army 
;  now^  retreating  through  Georgetown,  where 
t  a  deputation,  the  'Mayor  and  several  othen, 
oat  to  meet  the  eaemy.   They  can  best  tell, 
do  not  think  it  probaUe  that  the  enemy 
t  advancing,  or  knew  the  extent  of  our  retreat 
re  this  deputation  met  them,  for  I  bad  seen 
1  halting ;  and  the  next  day,  when  I  came  in 
a  flag  to  attend  our  wounded,  1  learned  from 
i   of  their  officers  that  they  suspected  our 
m  were  still  on  the  heights  above  Gkorge- 
t,  though  they  were  at  Montgomery  Court-^ 
e,    from  which  place  General  Winder  had 
-ed  me  back  to  Bladensburg,  with  permission 
e  British  commander,  for  the  purpose  men- 
d.     I  met  the  advance  of  the  British  army 
apitol  Hill,  supposed  to  be  about  seven  hun* 
and  passed  their  main  body,  supposed  about 
1 3th  Con.  3d  Sjbss.— 54 
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two  thousand,  on  the  hill  this  side  the  turnpike. 
They  appeared  to  be  preparing  to  move;  had 
about  forty  miserable  locking  horses  haltered .  up, 
ten  or  twelve  carts  and  wagons,  one  ox  cart,  one 
coachee,  and  several  gigs,  which  the  officers  were 
industriously  assisting  to  tackle,  up,  and  which 
were  immediately  sent  on  to  Bladensburg,  to  move 
ofi*  their  wounded.    A  drove  of  sixty  or  seventy 
cattle  preceded  this  cavalcade.    On  our  arrival  at 
Bladensburg,  the  surgeons  were  ordered  to  select 
all  the  wounded  who  could  walk,  ^ those  with 
broken  arms  and  the  like,)  and  send  them  off  im- 
mediately.   The  forty  horses  were  mounted  with 
such  as  could  ride,  the  carts  and  wagons  loaded, 
and  ninety  odd  wounded  left  behind.    I  estimated 
their  wounded  b$,  three  or  four  hundred,  besides 
forty  or  fifty  left  in  this  city.    One  of  the  British 
surgeons  informed  me  tbev  had  buried  that  day 
about  one  hundred  on  the  neld ;  and  the  men  who 
were  sent  out  next  day  after  the  retreat  of  the 
enemy,  to  bury  three  or  four  Americans,  reported 
that  they  also  buried  fifty  or  sixty  reu-coats,  or 
British.     1  found  at  Bladensburg  Commodore 
Barney,  Captain  Miller,  of  marines,  and  seven- 
teen other  Americans,  badly  wounded.   I  estimate 
our  whole  loss  at  ten  or  twelve  killed  on  the  field, 
and  thirty  odd  wounded ;  though  others,  who  hau 
less  opportunity  of  judging,  estimate  it  at  more 
than  double.   About  midnight  (being  up  all  night) 
I  heard  the  sound  of  a  bugle,  and  was  informed 
that  the  whole  British  army  were  passing  throv^ 
the  lower  end  of  the  village,    in  the  morning, 
early,  I  saw  them  still  going  off  in  small  squads, 
and  some  stragglers  were  moving  off  till  noon, 
about  which  time  welesrned  that  their  main  body 
were  halted  about  eight  miles  on  the  road  to 
Marlborough.    About  sunset  Captain  Burd  came 
down  from  Montgomery  Courthouse,  and  inform- 
ed Commodore  mrney  and  myself  that  our  troons 
were  marching  on  to  Baltimore,  and  about  the 
same  time  we  were  informed  by  several  persons 
that  the  British  were  within  a  few  miles  of  Marl- 
borongh.    The  Commodore  expressed  a  wish  that 
General  Winder  could  be  iauaediately  informed 
of  the  c^tainty and  manner  of  their  retreat;  and. 
not  being  able  to  find  any  one  cIscl  to  be  depemdea 
on,  to  go  for  one  hundred  doUafs,navtng^  engaged 
Doctors  Martin  and  McCulloch  to  atteod  to  oar 
wounded  until  my  return,  with  the  advice  of 
Commodore  Barney,  I  set  out,  about  dark,  with 
onedragoon,aad  reached  our  camp,  beyond  BiMil% 
hridge,  rwenty-eight  miles,  about  one  oHslack. 
The  troops  were  intended,  aboat  this  hoar,  to 
masch  on  to  BAtimore.    General  Winder  was 
gone  on ;  Geaerals  Smith,  Btaasbury,  and  others, 
held  a  council  on  my  information,  and  it  was  de- 
termined to  send  off  (I  think)  the  principal  part 
of  the  cavalry  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  immedi- 
ately; the  troops  to  remain  until  daylight,  aad 
the  militia  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  return 
to  the  District.    I  have  never  been  able  to  learn 
what  cavalry  were  actually  sent  off,  or  the  sue- 
cess  of  their  enterprises.    After  this  I  waa  and 
have  ever  since  been,  confined  to  the  attendance 
of  a  hospital,  and  can  relate  little  farther  fnom 
my  own  observation* 
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I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
roar  obedient  servant, 

HANSON  CATLETT, 
Surgeon  lU  Eegiment  Infantry. 

Respecting  the  condition  of  the  enemy's  troops, 
I  was  informed  by  several  of  the  British  officers, 
that  iast  previous  to  their  reaching  Bladensbarg, 
(with  excessive  fatigue  or  entire  exhaustion)  they 
were  dropping  off  in  considerable  numbers;  that, 
in  the  action,  it  was  only  by  the  most  extraordi- 
nary exertions  that  the  main  body  could  be  goaded 
on.  Although  I  observed  some  of  their  flankers 
at  times  advance  on  the  run  a  small  distance, 
these  were  said  to  be  only  the  most  active  of 
their  light  companies  of,  and  attached  to,  their 
85th  regiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Thornton,  acting  as  Brigadier;  they  appeared 
to  me  to  halt,  as  if  exhausted  with  fatigue,  at  or 
near  the  place  where  the  firing  ceased  on  our  part, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  on  this  side  of  Bladens- 
burg,  about  two  o'clock,  P.  M.  Their  advance, 
however,  reached  the  Capitol  about  dark  or  eight 
o'clock;  the  main  body,  I  am  informed,  never 
came  further  than  the  height  on  this  side  the  turn- 
pike. You  ask  further  for  information  as  to  their 
numbers.  Although  I  had  a  better  opportunity 
of  observation  after  the  battle  than  any  other  of 
our  officers^  I  cannot  pretend  to  state,  with  any 
degree  of  confidence,  on  this  subject :  but  my  esti- 
mate was,  on  Capitol  Souare,  700;  Turnpike  Hill, 
8,000;  wounded  at  Bladensburg.  300;  attendants 
and  guard.  300;  wounded  and  attendants  in  the 
city,  60;  and,  from  information,  killed  at  Bla- 
densburg and  city,  180;  total,  3,540.  However 
incorrect  these  estimates  may  be  in  detail,  they 
are  corroborated,  in  the  aggregate,  by  the  best  in- 
formation I  could  eet  from  th< 
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and  men  left  in  hospital. 
Respectfully, 


le  surgeons,  sergeants, 
H.  CATLETT. 


Mr.  John  Laui^e  Statement. 
WA8H11CQTDM,  Novomber  10, 1814. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  beg 
leave  to  submit .  to  you  the  following  statement 
of  the  movements  and  operations  of  tne  troops  to 
whom  I  was  attached,  from  the  period  of  their 
march  against  the  enemy,  who  bad  landed  at  Ben- 
edict, until  their  return  on  the  87th  of  August. 

On  Friday,  the  19th  of  August,  the  militia  of 
tbu  county  were  mustered  near  Mr.  Ringgold's 
rope-walk,  and.  on  being  dismissed,  were  ordered 
to  equip  and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march 
the  next  morning.  The  second  regiment,  under 
Colonel  Brent,  accordingly  assembled  near  the 
Capitol ;  and,  by  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  were  pre- 
pared to  take  up  the  line  of  march.  About  one 
o'clock,  the  first  regiment,  under  Colonel  Magru- 
der,  arrived  at  the  Capitol  Hill.  Shortly  after, 
the  whole  force,  collected  from  this  county,  com* 
menced  its  march ;  and,  after  proceeding  about 
Ave  miles  from  the  Eastern  Branch  bridge,  en- 
camped that  night  on  the  road  to  Upper  Marl- 
borough. The  next  mornfng  the  troops  were 
Min  mustered,  and  the  articles  of  war  read  to 
them.    About  twelve  o'clock,  the  decaehment  of 


marines,  under  the  command  of  Capitiaik 
passed  our  encampment  with  fire  piece  of  it 
lery,  and  shortly  after,  our  two  regioeiisof  s^ 
tia  a^in  took  up  the  line  of  maraud, i/icfi^ 
vancm^  about  seven  miles.  eneaB^otiit^ 
belonging  to  the  Woodvard  e$uie.  We  hen 
joined  the  regulars  of  3Dth  and  Sftkn^a 
The  main  body  of  the  enemy  stared  iki^iK 
or  near  Nottingfaaniy  haviog  ao  tdias^j 
stationed  at  a  cnarch  abont  three  miksUB^e 
of  that  town.  About  one  o^doek  tbe  aBeG^.i 
our  troops  were  beat  np  and  orderal  tosuih)^ 
tents ;  althoogh  the  principal  part  of  the  {me  a 
not  move  ontQ  nine  or  ten  o'clock  the  Den  Baa- 
ing. About  sunrise  the  regDlsn,togcibcrfB£i 
small  detachment  of  about  three  ivM  u 
consisting  of  Captain  Peter's  coapuf  of  utiiifl 
Cantain  Stnll's  rifle  corp9,and  CapttiaDin^s^ 
light  infantry,  were  sent  in  sdruce  Ntli<ai 
to  Nottingham.  Abont  nine  or  ten  o'clock  ito 
day,  the  remainder  of  our  force  nurcMitoi 
mile,  to  an  elevated  position  ncsr  tbe  i^ 
house  of  Mrs.  West,  and  remaioed  theieihKtff 
hours,  under  the  expectation  tbst  theaciTfX^ 
take  that  road  on  his  way  from  Nottoshsi 
Washington.  It  was,  however,  aBeetase^i^ 
the  enemy  had  taken  the  road  to  Up^l^ 
rough,  and  that  the  detachment  of  m  "^ 
who  had  been  sent  that  mornis;  it  (^ 
were  retreating.  All  the  troops  wee  t^' 
dered  to  retreat ;  and,  insleul  <n  beiif  mttoi 
towards  Upper  Mariboroe^,  where  tksaj 
remained  tkuit  night,  (waitiog.  it  is  ^fssaa 
to  be  joined  by  the  deiachmeDtwhieii)t'|^ 
sent  against  Commodore  Bsmer's  llm^ 
were  marched  to  the  Battalion  mVi^^^ 
eight  miles  disunt  from  Upper  l!iiiiion»fitf^ 
about  tbe  samediaunce  from  Waska^tO:^^' 
same  day  we  were  joined  by  ikce«w«  ^ 
modore  Barney's  flotilla.  OaTiei^r>^ 
of  August,  the  troops  were  6nntfi»^ff^ 
four  lines,  and  reviewed  by  ikPAS^^'"  "' 
United  States.  The  most  eoitii^c»^"?<^ 
prevailed  at  this  time  in  oot  emPii*^ 
tbe  strength  and  movemenuoftheeBenT-  v 

force  at  this  place,  from  the  belt  »fonBi»«^ 
could  collect,  consisted  of  aboat  foor^i^ 
horse,  the  flotilla  men  amooatisg  tu  us«^ 
hundred  and  fifty,  one  hundred  todteBi»'» 

about  four  hundred  reguUrsof  tke36thi&!2 
regiments,  and  about  eighteea  hii^i^  P'l 
from  Maryland  and  the  coantf  of  Wa» 
The  militia  of  Alexandria  coostf  oerer 
us.    Abont  twelve  o'clock  the  ut»  ^f- 
tachment  of  three  hundred  miliii**  wuki 
been  sent  on  the  day  before,  were  iguo^^ 
to  advance  towards  the  enemy.  Tberci 
on  his  march,  about  six  milee  insdmce 
encampment,  but  with  so  grest  t  ^«^ 
force,  that  it  was  impossible  for  theo  lo 
stand.    After  Captain  Stoll's  rifle  cooip»3 
fired  about  four  rounds,  thedcttcho(Dt«« 
pelled  to  retreat,  to  prevent  beiiv^"^^ 
the  enemy.    About  five  0*0100!,  P.  M»  ^^^ 
ing  remained  some  time  in  line  of  01^ 
were  ordered  to  retreat  to  Wasbiivt^*'^! 
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ugh  oar  march  on  the  retreat  was  extreme!  f 
id,  yet  orders  were  oceasioQally  giren  to  the 
tains  of  compaoies  to  hurrv  on  their  men. 
e  march,  therefore,  literally  became  a  run  of 
It  miles,  and  the  propriety  of  thid  rapid  move- 
it,  which  unnecessarily  fatigued  and  dispirited 
men,  may  be  tested  by  the  fact,  that  the  main 
f  of  the  enemy  bivouacked  that  night  on  the 
wood  estate,  more  than  than  three  miles  dis- 
;  from  the  ground  that  we  left. 
D  our  arrival  at  the  city,  we  encamped  about 
a  mile  from  the  Eastern  Branch  bridffe* 
ut  midnight,  a  detachment  ol  Captain  Borch's 
pany,  to  which  I  was  attachea,  was  called 
nd  ordered  to  move  with  three  pieces  of  ar- 
ry  to  an  eminence  near  the  bridge,  which  was 
^    During  the  night,  a  boat,  containing  eight 
ds  of  powder,  wa*  stationed  underneath  the 
j^e,  unaer  the  charge  of  Mr.  Forrest,  of  the 
y,  with  orders  to  blow  it  up  on  the  approach 
he  enemy.    About. sunrise,  the  remainder  of 
company  ioined  us.    We  were  shortly  after 
ted  to  pull  down  ibe  rails  of  a  neighboring 
e,  and  place  them  on  the  bridge,  in  order  that 
ight  be  eflbctually  burnt,  in  case  the  ezplo- 
of  gunpowder  should  not  succeed  in  prevent- 
he  enemy  from  passing  it.    For  the  same  pur- 
,  the  toll-nouse  was  ordered  to  be  pulled  down, 
the  planks  placed  on  the  bridge.    About  ten 
ick  the  same  day,  our  company  wa^  ordered 
ive  up  its  position  to  Commodore  Barney, 
had  a  number  of  heavier  ffuns  with  him, 
who  immediately  after  tool  possession  of 
sminence  we  had  occupied.    About  eleven 
ck^  we  were  ordered  to  march,  and  on  arriv- 
It  the  boundary  line  of  the  city,  we  halted  a 
:  time,  until  we  were  joined  by  the  remainder 
le  troops,  when  we  continued  our  march  to 
ensburg.    At  the  distance  of  about  a  mile 
I  quarter  from  that  town,  the  troops  were 
d,  and  shortly  after.  Captain  Burcn,  with 
of  his  pieces  of  artillery,  was  ordered  to  ad* 
e  and  report  himself  to  General  Winder, 
ain  Burchim.mediately  advanced  with  three 
is  pieces ;  and,  on  reaching  the  left  of  the 
of  Baltimore  militia,  he  halted  the  men  in 
3ad,  in  order  that  he  might  look  for  General 
ler  and  receive  his  orders.    At  this  time 
jivance  of  the  British  was  just  entering  the 
irts  of  Bladensburg,  and  the  arms  of  a  Targe 
of  them  were  seen  glittering  in  the  sun, 
a  mile  from  the  town.    Finding  that  Cap- 
lurch  did  not  return  as  soon  as  might  have 
reasonably  expected,  and  hearing  that  Gen- 
Winder  was  a  short  distance  from  us,  I 
led  our  detachment  of  artillery  towards  the 
fhere  he  was,  and,  on  coming  up  to  him,  in- 
I  what  position  I  should  take  with  our  ar- 
;    He  addressed  me  as  Captain,  and  ordered 
place  our  pieces  in  battery  on  the  left  of 
ftltimore  line  of  infantry,  which  was  imme- 
f  done.    Shortly  after,  he  came  up  to  us, 
gain  addressing  me,  said,  ^  When  you  re- 
ake  notice  you  must  retreat  by  the  George- 
road  ;"  at  the  same  time  he  pointed  to  a  road 
,  led  from  Digges's  mill  into  the  conntry, 


and  passed  near  the  position  we  had  taken.  Cap- 
tain Burch  soon  after  joined  us.  The  time  occu- 
pied in  taking  our  position  was  sufficient  to  have 
enabled  us,  and  also  the  troops  that  marched  from 
the  city,  to  take  any  position  on  the  fields  this 
side  of  Bladensburg.  About  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
after  we  had  taken  our  position,  the  Baltimore  ar- 
tillery, which  was  posted  in  advance  near  the 
mill,  (and  shortly  after,  the  Baltimore  riflemen) 
commenced  firing  on  the  enemy.  The  artillery 
fired  about  ten  rounds,  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  and 
then  retreated,  with  some  of  the  Baltimore  rifle- 
men, towards  our  left.  A  few  scattering  British 
soldiers  were  soon  after  visible  in  the  orchard  be- 
fore oe,  and  they  appeared  to  be  forming  behind 
a  barn,  whteh  was  aoout  three  hundred  and  flfty 
yards  from  onr  guns.  We  immediately  commen- 
ced our  fire  upon  them ;  and,  shortly  aher,  Gene- 
ral Winder  came  behind  onr  guns,  and  ordered 
us  to  direct  oar  shot  at  the  barn.  We  had  scarcely 
fired  three  roonds4  when  the  line  of  the  Baltimore 
militia  heggn  to  break ;  several  of  the  5th  Balti- 
more regiment  also  fled.  After  we  had  fired  about 
five  rounds  from  our  pieces,  General  Winder  or- 
dered us  to  retreat,  in  consequence.  I  presume,  of 
the  flight  of  the  militia  oaour  rignt.  The  Brit- 
ish eorumn  had  just  then  began  to  advance  from 
the  barn.  Not  a  man  of  our  company  had  been 
touched  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  I  thought 
that  the  battle  was  only  then  seriously  commen- 
cing. After  retreating  about  a  hundred  yards^  we 
were  again  ordered  to  unlimber  our  pieces ;  but 
this  order  was  immediately  after  countermanded, 
and  we  were  directed  to  continue  our  retreat.  Our 
pieces  were  never  after  ordered  into  action ;  nor 
were  we,  at  any  time,  told  where  to  rally.  The 
road,  by  which  we  had  been  directed  to  retreat, 
and  by  which  the  principal  part  of  the  Baltimore 
troops  also  retreated,  forked,  some  miles  from 
the  battle  ground,  in  three  directions ;  one  branch 
led  by  Rock  Creek  Church  to  Tenleytown  and 
Montgomery  Courthouse ;  another  branch  led  to 
Georgetown ;  and  the  third  to  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington. Bach  individual,  on  the  retreat,  took  the 
road  that  salted  his  inclination.  For  myself,  hav- 
ing been  separated,  together  with  several  of  Cap- 
tain Burch's  company,  from  our  guns,  which  were 
before  us,  and  presuming  that  the  principal  part 
of  the  force  had  gone  to  Washington,  I  took  the 
road  leading  to  this  place.  On  arriving  at  the 
Capitol,  I  understood  that  the  city  had  been  aban- 
doned by  our  troops,  without  further  straggle,  to 
the  enemy.  Our  forces  encamped  that  night  at 
Tenlytowo,aboat  three  miles  back  of  Georgetown. 
The  next  day  they  marched  to  Montgomery  Court- 
house; and,  on  the  26th  of  August,  to  Snell's 
bridge,  on  the  road  to  Baltimore,  where  I  joined 
them,  having  never  had  it  in  my  power  before  to 
do  so.  On  Saturday,  the  27th.  the  troops  belong- 
ing to  this  District  returned  h^re.  The  enemy 
left  the  city  on  the  niffht  of  the  25th. 

From  what  I  could  discern  of  the  line  of  the 
enemy's  march  on  his  entrance  into  Bladensburg, 
before  the  battle,  I  conjectured  that  his  force 
amounted  to  about  five  thousand  men.  I  after- 
wards collected,  from  conversations  with  Britisk 
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ptwoaetSy  and  from  comfMriDg  together  the  sot- 
end  aeeoaots  they  gave  me,  tiuit  it  did  not  exceed 
four  thovsaad  four  oundred  meo,  ineliiding  about 
oae  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  sailors,  who 
were  armed  only  with  cutlasses.  The  enemy's 
artillery  consisted  of  one  howitzer,  and  two  small 
IMeces,  dcawn  by  men ;  and  his  whole  force  ac- 
tually engaged  in  th^  battle  did  not  exceed  twelve 
hundred  men,  as  I  was  informed  by  two  British 
officers  and  some  prisoners.  Our  force,  on  the 
other  hand,  consisted  of  the  troops  that  were  with 
us  on  the  Battalion  Old  Fields,  amounting,  in  my 
opinion,  to  about  three  thousand  one  hundred  and 
sixty  men,  together  with  about  two  thousand 
troops  from  mltimore,  and  about  five  hundred 
militia  under  Colonel  Beall,  who  joined  us  on  the 
field  of  baule.  Our  artillery  consisted  of  eighteen 
six  pounders,  under  Captains  Peter,  Burch,  and 
Magruder,  and  two  eighteen  pounders  and  three 
twdvee  under  Commodore  Barney.  The  eau- 
mention  which  I  have  given  of  our  troops  may, 
in  some  instanoesL  be  incorrect,  as  it  is  merely  the 
feaultofgeneraloDservatiott  and  inquiry.  I  would 
beg  leave  further  to  sute,  that  the  distaaee  be- 
tween Benedict  and  Washington,  by  the  way  of 
Bladeasbors,  is  at  least  fifty  miles,  and  that  the 
whole  of  the  intervenii^  country  is  admiraUy 
calculated  for  every  species  of  military  operation. 
I  shall  refrain^sir,  from  expressing  any  opinion  on 
the  manner  in  which  our  force  was  conducted  and 
emploved ;  but,  in  justice  to  General  Winder,  I 
wiu  add,  that  he  evinced  no  deficiency  of  persooai 
courage  or  miliury  coolness  during  the  action. 
With  respect,  I  am,  Ac. 

JOHN  LAW. 

No.  11. 

ReporU  from  the  Ordnance  Department, 

U.  8.  Oaonamcb  Dbpartmxnt, 

Waehingtan^  Noo.  38, 1814. 

Sir  :  In  addition  to  the  information  which  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  give  to  the  committee  oi 
investigation  upon  the  subject  of  the  late  invasion 
of  the  District  by  the  enemy,  I  have  to  state: 

That  I  have  perused  letters  recently  written  by 
Colonel  D.  Wadsworth  to  Daniel  Carroll.  Esq.,  of 
this  District,  respecting  the  burning  of  tbe  Poto- 
mac bridge,  and  the  destruction  of  the  military 
stores  deposited  on  the  Virginia  side  thereof; 
which  in  substance  contain  a  specific  denial  of 
either  circumstance  having  taken  place  by  his 
orders  or  advice.  He  explicitly  states,  that  the 
latter  was  occasioned  by  the  corporal  or  non- 
commissioned officer  commanding  the  guard, 
who,  on  the  draws  of  the  bridge  having  been 
broken  by  a  violent  tornado,  and  perceiving  a 
body  of  the  British  ready  to  pass  over,  concluded 
the  surest  and  best  measure  to  prevent  it,  was  to 
destroy,  by  fire,  that  end  and  part  where  he  was 
posted ;  and  that  the  other  end,  on  the  Wash- 
ington side^  was  fired  by  the  enemy. 

The  military  stores  which  bad  been  placed  at 
the  end  of  the  bridge  were  destroyed  by  the  event 
of  firing  that  end. 

I  beg  leave  to  take  this  occasion  to  repeat  what 


'I  bad  the  honor  to  state  to  yon  fertaltf,^ 
having  been  personally  con  Tenant  viik  Cob 
Wadsworth  on  the  evening  of  tlie  day  tf«b 
tie  of  Bladensburg,  and  on  the  sQbsefKsijjn- 
sion  of  the  city,  the  colonel  tt  no  tinuie^: 
to  me  (though  the  next  officer  in  eoBci^jtk 
necessity  or  expediency  of  filing  tkePasac 
bridge ;  and  I  have,  conseqnentJjr,  no  ktdito 
such  was  his  intention  or  order. 

Lieutenant  Baden,  who  wu  direel(i>f(« 
the  guard  at  the  Virainta  ead  of  the  )KikM 
for  the  protection  of  the  military  itom.8! 
vocally  and  explicitly  denies  hariof  {im 
similar  order. 

I  beg  leave  to  transmit  here  a  more  n: 
aceount  of  the  stores  furnished  (o  FortWi 
ton :  rendered,  however,  by  the  lite  lecii^ 
a  court  martial,  less  necessary  than  before. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

JOHN  MORTON. 
CapUnn  and  DeptO^  Cauim 

Hon.  Col.  R.  M.  Jobnsox. 


Ordnance  DEnRTnn, 

Sir  :  In  the  absence  of  the  ConaisKyQ*; 
eral,  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  ww^ 
of  your  letter  to  this  department,  of  tie  I»«^ 
rent,  requesting,  in  behalf  of  the  wssm^ 
which  you  are  chairman,  '^alliheiofofaMj; 
its  power  on  the  subject  of  their  laqoiri;"^ 
especially  to  state  what  was  the  m^f 
situation  of  the  munitions  of  war  viiJiffl"*i»: 
trict  of  Columbia,  previous  to,anditiK»«^i 
the  invasion  of  the  enemy  m  hisrtceii«» 
prises  against  this  metropolis.*'  ^ 

The  hurry  with  which  mMyoftfcf"^ 
ions  were  distributed,  prcTioos  ^r^\r^ 


time  of,  the  invasion.  anS  the  dii|W***JJ  i- 
of  some  papers  whi^  gave  »om«*»t tS 
necessarily  render  the  reports  froa  «^^ 
persons  having  charge  of  them  s^'JV.IS 
feet,  and  will  render  it  difficult  to  r«&w^ 
department  more  than  (as  follows)  t  P  • 
statement.  This  statement,  kowew,f»"»  ^ 
staniially  correct;  and  will.  P*^}2iB£j^ 
swer  or  satisfy  the  committee  oa  J*'"^ 
jects  of  the  inquiry  made  of  this  office.       i 

Presuming  that  the  expression,  ^Z^ 
war,"  was  intended   to  include  iw  JTJ 
within  the  District,  I  shall  commeaee  tj^^ 
by  sutinff,  that  there  were,  at  the  pen**" 
to,  the  following  mounted  cannon,  ^- 

Eight  24  poundera,  eanooo,  moonted  «^ 
son  carriages,  and  forming  the  battery,u 
Point.  ,^g' 

^  One  50  pounder,  colombiwi,  oob"^  ^ 
rison  carriage,  and  forming  the  oatterji 
leafs  Point.  .j^tA^ 

One  Ifi  pounder,  colombiai  mouQt^  ^ 
rison  carriage,  and  forming  the  »»w^' 
leafs  Point.  i^^<^ 

Two  18  pounders,  cannon,  compie« 

field,  on  travelling  carriages. 
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Fire  12  poanden,  eanncMi,  eomplete  for  the 
leld,  on  trarelliDg  carriages. 

Six  6  poutiders,  cannon,  com|ilete  for  the  field, 
n  travelling  carriages. 

Three  24  howilxers,  cannon,  complete  for  the 
eld,  on  travelling  carriages. 

These  last  were  in  charge  at  the  United  States' 
.rsenal,  Greenleaf  s  Point ;  but  occasionally  dis- 
ibated  previous  to  the  actual  invasion  of  the 
ty,  as  ordered;  for  instance,  two  eighteen  pound- 
s' on  travelling  earriaffes,  were  placed  in  front 
f  the  Capitol,  for  its  defence ;  two  twelve  pound- 
a  in  front  of  the  President's  house,  and  two  near 
le  General  Post  Office,  for  the  same  purposes. 
In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  were  twelve 
X  pounders,  field  artillery,  furnished  hj  the  order 
'  the  late  Secretary  of  War,  to,  and  in  the  ser- 
ce  of,  the  District  corps  of  artillery ;  and  two 
reive  pounders  loaned  to  the  marine  corps  of 
le  United  States. 

The  number  of  field  artillery  attached  to  the 
rigade  of  Alexandria  is  not  known  to  me;  but 
is  presumed  to  have  been  four  or  six  pieces. 
Of  ordnance  stores,  there  were  on  hand  at  the 
United  States'  laboratory,  exclusive,  of  course,  of 
'hat  had  before  been  distributed,  viz: 

140  bbls.  (14.000  lbs.)  gunpowder  of  different 
inds. 

5  tons  of  lead. 

7,180  cannon  cartridges,  filled  and  empty  (the 
npty  are  soon  filled.) 

8,650  rounds  of  round  grape  and  canister  shot. 
150  ten  inch  shells,  with  other  stores  of  ordi- 
iry  consumption,  or  expenditure,  too  numerous 
detail. 
In  the  military  store  and  laboratory,  viz : 

tands  of  arms  complete  ...  2,993 
^rtridge  boxes  and  belts  ^  -  .  1,595 
ayonet  scabbards  and  belts  ...      2,584 

liDts 13,700 

iusket  caruidges  of  diflerent  kinds  (sin- 
gle ball  and  ball  and  buck  shot)         -  271,000 


The  foregoing  were  on  hand  immedialely  pre- 
?diDfi;  the  invasion,  after  considerable  dial nbu- 
ons  had  been  occasionally  made  to  the  regular 
oops  and  the  militia,  employed  in  different  sit' 
itions  or  narts  of  this  section  of  the  country; 
\d  equal,  it  is  believed  by  me,  to  all  tbeir  requi- 

tiOQS. 

Of  rifles  it  was  impossible,  though  every  exer- 
no  was  made  by  this  department,  to  procure  a. 
asonable  supply. 

What  is  here  offered  to  the  honorable  commit- 
e  embraces,  perhaps,  all  which  is  expected  from 
lis  department ;  but,  if  any  additional  objects  of 
qntry  should  occur,  the  undersigned  will  hold 
mself  in  readiness  to  furnish,  either  personally 
in  writing,  whatsoever  may  be  required  and 
main  further  within  his  means  of  information. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
}ur  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MORTON, 
Deputy  Ckmminwry  U.  8.  Ordnance. 

Hon.  CoL  R.  M.  Joaifaoir. 


OBDRAaoB  Dbpabtxiiit,  Abe.  4, 1814. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  verbal  request, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that,  by  an  ord- 
nance return,  beariiig  date  the  30th  June,  ultimo, 
received  at  this  office,  there  were  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington, on  the  Potomac — 

Two  32  pounders  on  fixed  carriages  (cannon.) 
Eight  24  pounders  do.  do. 

Two  50  pounders  (columbiads)  on  fixed  car- 
riages, cannon. 

Threedpouaderson  travelling  earriages,cannon. 
Of  ordnance  stores  there  were — 
133  rounds,  32  pounders,  round  shot. 
432  rounds,  24  pounders,  round  shot. 

564  round  shot. 

99  flannel  cartridges,  32  ponadera,  filled. 

86  flannel  cartridges,  24  pounders,  filled. 

88  flannel  cartridges,  32  pounders,  empty. 
405  flannel  cartridges,  24  poundeiv,  soon  filled. 

44  paper  cartridges,  32  pounders,  empty. 
177  paper  cartridges,  24  pounders,  empty. 

899  cartridges,  filled  and  empty. 


3,100  pounds  cannon  powder. 
246  pounds  musket  powder. 
100  musket  cartridges. 
291  pounds  lead. 
200  pounds  junk. 
137  musket  balls. 
31  stand  small  arms. 

From  the  30th  June  to  August  27,  there  were 
ftirnished  at  Fort  Washington  the  following: 

Four  18  pounders  (columbiads)  July  16. 

Forty-eight  stands  of  arms,  complete. 

One  hundred  and  seventeen  rounds  ammuni- 
tion for  18  pounders,  columbiads. 

Two  hundred  and  five  roundii  ammunition  for 
18  pounders,  cannon. 

Forty-eight  rounds  ammunition  for  18  pound- 
ers, grape  shot. 

Two  nundred  rounds  ammunition  for  18  pound- 
ers, round  shot. 

Two  hundred  and  forty  rounds  ammunition  for 
6  pounders,  strapped  shot. 

Sixty  rounds  amnuaition  for  6  pounders,  case 
shot* 

Forty-eight  rounds  amnMiaitian  for  18  pound- 
ers, case  shot* 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-two  tubes. 

Thirty-four  portfires. 

Thirty-three  pounds  slow  match. 

The  number  of  men  stationed  at  Fort  Wash- 
ington is  not  precisely  known  at  this  office,  bat 
it  IS  supposed  by  me  not  to  have  exceeded  sixty. 
I  regret  that  circnmstances  have  delayed  your 
receipt  of  this  communication ;  but,  as  your  for- 
mer written  request  confined  my  report  to  the 
District,  more  time  has  been  required  to  ascer- 
tain the  facts  here  stated,  (particularly  the  sup- 

I  plies  since  the  30th  June,)  than  would  otherwise 

I  nave  occurred. 
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I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  MORTON, 
CaptainyOnd  Dep.  CStMii.  U,  8.  Ordnance, 

Hon.  Colonel  Johnson* 


Rehum  of  fixed  Ammunition  and  Ordnance  Storee 
delivered  to  Fort  Waehingtony  in  the  month  of 
Auguet,  1814,  previoue  to  the  2Uh  of  thai  month. 

Two  hundred  18  pound  round  shot. 

Forty-eight  18  pound  grape. 

One  hundred  and  seventeen  flannel  cartridges, 
filled  for  18  pound  columbiads. 

Two  hunared  and  five  18  pound  cannon  car- 
tridges, flannel  bottoms,  filled. 

One  hundred  and  forty  6  pound  strapped  shot, 
fixed. 

Sixty  6  pound  case  shot,  fixed. 

Forty-eight  18  pound  case  shot,  filled. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-two  tubes  filled. 

Thirtyofour  portfires. 

Thirty-three  pounds  slow  match. 

Eight  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
musket  cartridges,  buck  and  ball. 

Twenty-two  thousand  and  fifty  musket  car- 
tridges, single  ball. 

Nineteen  ammunition  boxes. 

Forty-three  kegs. 

Seventeen  barrels. 

N.  BADEN,  Ideut.  Com. 

Grbbnlbap's  Point,  Nov.  9, 1814. 

No.  12. 

Sentence  of  the  Court  Martial  in  relation  to  Cap- 
tain Dyeon^  and  the  correepondence  between 
him  and  the  Secretary  of  War. 

War  Department,  Aug.  29, 1814. 
Sir  :  I  send  Captain  Manigault  with  orders  to 
receive  your  written  or  Terbalreport  of  the  causes 
under  which  you  left  the  post  committed  to  your 
charge.  In  this  you  will  state  the  orders  under 
which  you  acted,  and  from  whom  received. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Capt.  Dtbon,  Corpe  of  Artillery. 


a  retreat.    The  force  under  my  eosuuidw 
thought  not  equal  to  a  defence  of  Ukepbee. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c^ 

SAM.  T.  DWS, 
Captain  CorptoJbtSkni, 

Hon.  J.  Armstbonq, 

Secretary  of  War^  WoMnflim. 


Camp  at  Mabon'b  Ibland, 
August  29, 1814. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  commu- 
nication of  the  29th  instant.  The  orders  receired 
from  Brigadier  General  Winder,  through  Major 
Hite,  verbally,  on  the  24th  instant,  were,  in  case 
I  was  oppressed  by,  or  heard  of,  an  enemy  in  my 
rear,  to  spike  our  guns,  and  make  my  escape 
over  the  river.  The  enemy  approached  by  water 
on  the  27th,  and  we  had  learnt  on  that  day. 
through  several  channels,  that  the  enemy  haa 
been  reinforced  at  Benedict  two  thousand  strong, 
and  that  they  were  on  their  march  to  co-operate 
with  the  fleet,  in  addition  to  the  force  which  left 
the  city.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  the  offi- 
cers under  my  command  were  consulted,  and 
agreed  it  was  best  to  abandon  the  fort,  and  effect 


General  Orden. 

HBAOaOARTBRB,  IOtH  M IUTUtDb, 


At  a  ffeneral  court  martial,  whereof -^. _ 
General  Smith,  of  the  militia  of  theDistncdif 
Columbia,  was  president,  which  met  tt  Vui- 
in^ton  City,  and  continued  itttitiiQgs,bf£T« 
adjournments,  until  the  12(h  iostut,  Ci^ 
Samuel  T.  Dyson,  of  the  United  Su(R'eei;t2 
artillery,  was  tried  on  the  following  ebtrfesu^ 
specifications : 

Charge  JRirtt.— Violating  thefiftr-fecMJin^ 
cle  of  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  gonnfi^s: 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  Sutei. 

Specification  J¥rtC— In  that  the  aid  Sica 
T.  Dyson,  being  commaading  officer  of  tkuf- 
ted  States'  Fort  Washington,  did,  ofloriiNiitt 
27th  of  August,  1814,  when  an  eseafwit 
preaching  said  fort,  misbehave  himself befffK 
enemy,  run  away,  and  shamefoilj  ibuiiK^ 
fort,  post,  and  guard,  which  he  iiicfl^'|* 
commanaed,  and  which  it  was  his  booaii(i>^ 
to  defend,  and  speak  words  Mwin^o^^^^ 
the  like.  , 

&fecification  £to>nil— In  that  the  aid  S«a 
T.  Dyson  did,  on  or  about  the  27ili  dif «  *• 
gust,  aforesaid,  at  the  post  called  Fort  Wtm 
ton,  aforesaid^  cast  away  and  dertior bffvv 
and  ammunition,  contrary  to  thewdv(r<vcMi 
article  of  the  rules  and  arttcleiof  itf,ii^^ 
and  to  his  doty  as  commanding  (^^      « 

Charge  S^coiul.— Conduct  oskeoauf  »«• 

cer  and  a  gentleman.  ,  .    •,. 

Specification  l^lwl.— In  that  iht  ^  ^r 
Samuel  T.  Dyson,  being  commudiat  ^^ 
the  United  States'  fprt  and  g>rnsoo,iti^^^ 
called  Port  Washington,  did,oa  ortbostJK-!" 
day  of  August,  181i,  misbehtTe  ^^f/^Z. 
mantling  and  destroying  said  ^'^'H^'^f 
his  bounden  duty  to  preserre  and  oefeDd. 

SpecUicatim  Second.-U  that  thtm^^ 
Samuel  T.  Dyson  did,  on  or  about  liw^"'^ 
of  August  aioresaid,  quit  hit  V^.^fiM 
Washington,  without  any  attempt  to  wm 
same ;  and,  without  any  necessity  ^^'j^L 
the  presence  of  an  enemy,  did  o^*'^^.  j  ^^ 
rison  of  the  same,  in  violation  othum'^ 
contrary  to  orders.  ..p,^ 

Specifioatian  ^W.-In  thaUhe«idC^,, 
Samuel  T.  Dyson,  on  or  about  the  Z7tn» 
August,  1814,  being  commandiDg  officff  *  ^ 
garrison  at  Port  Washington,  and  in  titl- 
ing then  in  his  vicinity,  was  so  drook  "^^^ 
icated  while  on  duty,  that  he  t^^f^^si 
destroyed  the  fort  which  had  been  wj^^ 
his  defence,  and  suffered  the  garriioo  ol  0 
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disperse,  without  beine  pressed  to  the  measure 
the  safety  of  himself  tnd  the  garrison  afore- 
d.  R.  H.  WINDER, 

Amu/  Judge  Advocate. 

The  court  bavioff  heard  all  the  evidence  ad- 
;ed,  whether  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  or 
^  defence,  and  after  due  deliberatioo  thereon, 
nounce  the  following  sentence: 
Da  the  first  specification  of  the  first  charge, 
court  find  that  Captain  Samuel  T.  Dyson, 
the  Uoiled  States'  corps  of  artillery,  being 
imandiag  officer  of  the  United  Sutes'  fort, 
:t  Washington,  did,  on  or  about  the  27th  day 
\a^ust,  1814,  when  an  enemy  was  approach- 
said  fort,  misbehave  himself  before  the  enemy, 
I  shamefully  abandon  the  fort  and  post  which 
then  and  there  commanded,  and  which  it  was 
bounden  duty  to  defend, 
rhe  court  find  the  said  Captain  Dyson  guilty 
the  second  specification  of  the  first  charge, 
rhe  court  find  the  said  Captain  Dyson  guilty 
the  first  charge. 

[n  like  full  and  deliberate  manner,  the  court 
>k  into  consideration  the  second  charge,  and  the 
ree  specifications  attached  to  the  charge, 
rhe  court  find  the  said  Captain  Dyson  guilty 
the  first  specification  of  the  second  charge, 
rhe  court  find  the  said  Captain  Dyson  guilty 
the  second  specification  of  the  second  charge, 
rhe  court  acquit  the  said  Captain  Samuel  T. 
son  of  the  third  specification  of  the  second 
irge. 

Dn  the  second  charge  the  court  find  the  said  Cap- 
n  Samuel  T.  Dyson  guilty  of  conduct  unbe- 
ning  an  officer^  but  do  not  find  him  guilty  of 
iduct  unbecoming  a  gentleman, 
rhe  court  do  sentence  Captain  Samuel  T. 
son  to  be  dismissed  the  service  of  the  United 
ites. 

rhe  Major  Qeneral  commanding  the  district 
;)roves  of  the  proceedings  and  seoteoce  of  the 
leral  court  Qi.artial  in  the  foregoing  case,  and 
sordingly  prosiounces  Samuel  T.  Dyson  dis- 
ssed  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  seneral  court  martial,  whereof  Brigadier 
ioeralSmith  is  President,  is  hereby  dissolved. 
By  command:  W.  SCOTT. 

FRANCIS  S.  BELTON, 
Aas't  Adft  Gen.,  10th  Mity  Diet. 

No.  13. 

^port  from  the  Corporation  of  Alexandria,  in- 
cluding the  capitutationj  and  letter  from  Gen- 
eral John  Mason, 

Albzandbia,  S^t,  28, 1814. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter 
the  26th  instant,  by  this  day's  mail,  and  hasten 
comply  with  your  request  therein  contained, 
le  enclosed  printed  statement  is  an  official  act 
the  Common  Council  of  Alexandria,  and  con* 
ns  a  full  and  true  account  of  the  occupation  of 
s  town  by  the  enemy,  and  of  the  circumstances 
inected  with  that  event,  and  a  copy  of  the  terms 
posed  by  Captain  Qordon,  the  commander  of 
I  British  squadron  on  the  town  of  Alexandria. 


There  was  no  correspondence  between  the  Com- 
mon Council  and  the  enemy,  other  than  that  men- 
tioned in  the  statement. 

As  you  request  a  statement  of  any  other  pro- 
ceedings of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  a  corpo- 
rate capacity,  touching  the  inquiry  embraced  in 
the  resolution  enclosed  in  your  letter,  I  think  it 
proper  to  state  that,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1813,  the 
Common  Council  appointed  a  deputation  to  wait 
on  the  President  or  the  United  States,  and  ap* 
prize  him  of  the  defenceless  state  of  the  town 
of  Alexandria ;  accordingly,  the  persons  appoint- 
ed waited  on  the  President,  and  represented  to 
him  the  defenceless  state  of  the  town,  and  the 
fears  of  the  citizens  that  the  Navy  Yard,  public 
buildings,  and  cannon  foundry,  would  tempt  the 
enemy  to  make  an  attack  on  the  District.  He 
observed,  that  the  representation  of  any  respect- 
able body  of  men  was  entitled  to  attention ;  and 
that  the  subject  should  be  taken  under  considei^ 
ation,  or  words  to  that  efieei. 

On  the  11th  of  May,  in  the  same  year,  the  Com- 
mon Council  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  and 
co-operate  with  committees  appointed  by  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  City  of  Washington 
and  Georgetown  relative  to  the  defence  of  the 
District.  Those  several  committee!  soon  after- 
wards met  in  the  City  of  Washington,  and  ap* 
pointed  a  sub-committee  to  wait  on  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
to  solicit  them  to  take  measures  for  the  defence 
of  the  District,  and  application  on  that  subject 
was  accordingly  made  to  them  by  the  sub-com- 
mittees. The  Common  Council  of  Alexandria 
has  appointed  a  committee  to  attend  the  commit- 
tee or  Congress  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  success  of  the  enemy  in  his.  recent 
enterprises  aninst  the  Metropolis  and  Alexan- 
dria, who  willgive  every  information  which  may 
be  required  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Common 
Council,  and  of  the  citizens  of  Alexandria,  in  re- 
lation to  the  enemy.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^. 

CHARLES  SIMMS. 


AEeportofthe  Committeeof  Council  on  the  kUe 
oceupatum  qf  Alexandria,  by  a  British  squad- 
ron, under  the  command  of  Captam  James  A. 
Gordon. 

In  Cooncil,  Sept.  7, 1814. 

Present:  Thomas  Herbert,  President;  John 
Qird,  Andrew  Fleming,  Henry  Nicholson,  J.  B* 
Paton,  John  Cohageo,  James  Milan,  John  Hun- 
ter, Reuben  Johnston.  R.  I.  Taylor,  William 
Veitch,  Anthony  Rhodes. 

The .  following  narrative  of  the  occupation  of 
this  town  by  the  enemy,  and  of  the  circumstances 
connected  with  that  unfortunate  transaction,  hav- 
ing been  submitted  to  Council,  and  duly  consid- 
ered and  examined,  the  Council  do  unanimously 
concur  therein  ;  and  it  is  thereupon  ordered,  that 
it  be  published  in  both  of  the  papers  printed  in 
this  town.  T.  HERBERT,  Preset. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Vigilance, 
this  7th  of  September,  1814, 
Present :  Charles  Simms,  Mayor ;  Joseph  Dean, 
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■Matthew  Robiosoo,  J<m«k  Thompson, 
Herbert,  Thomac  Vowell,  BdmuDd  I.  Lee. 

The  following  narratire  of  the  oceopatioa  of 
<the  town  of  Alexandria  hf  the  British  squadron, 
was  sabmitted  to  the  eomoiittee,  who,  upon  ex- 
ainininff  the  same,  unanimously  concur  in  it. 

CHARLES  SIMMS, 
Chairman. 

Thomas  Vowell,  Secretary, 

A  respect  for  the  opinions  of  others,  and  a  due 
regard  for  the  character  of  the  citizens  of  Alex- 
andria, have  induced  the  iMinicipal  authorities  of 
the  town  to  exhibit  to  the  public  a  faithful  nar- 
rative of  the  ocoopation  of  Alexandria  by  the 
British  squadron  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Gordon,  together  with  the  causes  which  led  to 
that  distressing  event 

To  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  situ- 
ation  and  condition  of  Alexandria,  in  regard  to  its 
means  of  defence,  it  will  be  proper  to  state  that  it 
is  situate  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  upon  the 
west  bank  of  the  river  Potomac,  about  six  miles 
below  the  City  of  Washington,  the  depth  of  water 
admitting  large  frigates  to  come  to  the  very 
wharves  of  the  town. 

It  is  totally  destitute  of  fortifications  of  any  kind, 
and  iu  protection  against  invasion  by  water  de- 
pended entirely  upon  a  fort  about  six  miles  below 
the  town,  commonly  known  bv  the  name  of  Fort 
Warburton.  which  was  exclusively  under  the 
control  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

About  the  month  of  July  last,  it  was  announced 
that  General  Winder  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  tenth  military  district  of  the  United 
Sutes,  comprehending  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  a  bortion  of  the  adjoining  Sutes  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  including  the  city  of  Baltimore. 

In  consequence  of  reporu  that  the  miemy  con- 
templated an  atuck  upon  the  City  of  Washings 
ton,  the  municipal  authority  of  Alexandria  thought 
it  advisable  to  appoint  a  committee  of  vigilance, 
for  th#  nsrpose  ti  procuring  information  of  the 
approaches  of  the  enemy,  and  of  obtaining  assist- 
ance and  advice  as  to  the  measures  which  it  might 
be  proper  to  pursue  for  protection  and  d^aoe.  | 
As  soon  me  this  commiviee  was  appointed,  they 
eaosed  repreMn  tat  ions  tobe  made  to  General  Win- 
der of  the  defenceless  condition  of  the  town,  and 
earnestly  entreated  that  some  measures  should  be 
taken  for  iu  protection.  General  Winder  was 
called  on,  because  it  had  been  distinctly  under^ 
atood  that  the  Secretary  of  War  would  receive 
i^ur  communications  through  this  channel  only. 
From  General  Winder  every  assurance  was  mane 
that  could  have  been  wished,  that  everything  in 
his  power  should  be  done  for  the  protection  of  the 
town.  His  means,  however,  were  very  inconsid- 
erable ;  he  had  no  money  to  expend  in  fortifica- 
tions, or  even  in  the  erection  of  batUries;  and 
unless  some  defence  of  this  sort  could  be  obuined. 
the  town  would  be  exposed  to  the  mercy  of  the 
enemy,  if  be  should  approach  by  water,  and  should 
succeed  in  passing  the  fort.  The  committee  of 
Tigilance  was  duly  impressed  with  the  necessity  i 
Of  providing  some  adequate  defence  against  an 


attack  by  waur  j  aadsomeof  iiiMwkR,uli 
the  authority  of  the  committee,  bid  nftidw 
terviewa  with  General  Winder  on  tb  s^ 
In  one  of  them,  the  Presideotof  tbe  Usid  Sua 
was  present,  and  he  wu  distisetlj  pra  io  gfr 
derstand  that,  unless  there  was  prorUmde* 
qnate  defence  for  the  town,  it  would  kiitk 
mercy  of  the  enemj,  and  woold  becosfdeiis 
make  the  best  terms  in  its  power.  TheftRtnst* 
attons  and  requesu  produced  no  otlter  dkcti^ 
the  repetition  of  the  assurance  of  an  ontfi&i 
on  the  part  of  General  Winder  to  iHbrdefq 
assistance  in  his  power. 

On  the  19th  of  AogQst,t  levy  a  a«  is 
made  of  the  militia  of  the  town  tod  coatrc! 
Alexandria,  and  on  the  aOlb  ud  21a  tkejm 
ordered  to  cross  the  Potomac,  ud  stationed  )t ; 
tween  PiscaUwaT  and  Fort  WarlxinoiL  Tta; 
took  with  them  all  the  artillery  wbicit  bid  ka 
mounted  at  the  expense  of  tiie  corponti(»,eia2 
two  twelve-pounders,  which  were  left  it\^ 
ammunition,  and  nearly  all  the  anss  beln^; 
to  the  town.  They  left  no  men  bottbf««ift 
from  age  and  other  causes,  and  a  few  vbobdKi 
reported  themselves,  or  bad  fonndsobuiiflKsa' 
it  IS  not  believed  that,  after  their  ^tpax.» 
hundred  effective  armed  men  eonld  hn^ 
mustered  in  town.  The  two  iron  twdrefiaw 
remained  until  the  25th,  when  Alexudrii^ 
open  to  the  enemy,  then  in  fall  possessio&fin*^ 
ington,they  were  removed  some  distuMC&QS^ 
town,  by  orders  received  from  GeomlT*^. 

On  the  niffht  of  the  24tb,  the  Alexudriijf* 
were  ordered  to  recross  the  Potomicj  tk<f*'*J 
and  were  marched  throuahthetow&,vitbo^aK* 

iog,  into  the  country,  and  withoat  S^^^f^ 
tion  to  the  authorities  or  inhabitiou  of tbt  F 
of  their  destination;  and  ontbe  ereiiaf^^ 
27th,  when  the  fleet  approached,  (be offotcF*^ 
thorities  of  the  town  knew  not  wfcfffwf  "[*• 
It  has  since  appeared,  that  they  •'''■V*?! 
ed  about  nineteen  miles  from  tmbf  ueora«s 
of  General  Winder.  It  is  here  [wper  to  f^^^ 
General  Winder,  on  the  morniti|of  tfce2«Mi 
formed  the  members  of  the  comaiuee  ot  W" 
lance,  who  waited  on  him,  that  be  coa",'^'i;, 
part  of  the  forces  with  him  to  Alex"«^^"^ 
that  he  had  ordered  General  Tooogtoffos^ 
to  Alexandria,  if  practicable,  if  i^^h^^^ 
the  river.  The  committee  of  rigiltf*'"  ^ 
eeiving  this  information,  seat  boats  ofcruj^ 

Maryland  shore,  suflbsient  in  number  to  d^ 
over  the  whole  of  General  Yoang^^f;!^ 
but  when  the  boau  reached  hio^  be  bid  rs^*^ 
orders  from  the  SecreUry  of  War  to  n»' ' 
position,  as  General  Young,  ia  a  commttwo^^ 
to  the  Mayor,  sUted.  . .    /^ 

The  committee  of  vigilance,  ^^^^^Vq, 
taining  any  assisUnce  from  the  w^^  j 
ernment,  and  having  information  <>*  "'Ji 

approach  of  the  enemy  ^o'^'^*  ***•  J^Li 
land,  and  that  their  squadron  vas  inn^^ 
Alexandria  by  water,  deemed  it  their  di^ 
commend  to  the  Common  Council  a  t^ 
to  the  following  effect:  "That,  in  case  ^^ 
ish  vessels  should  paas  the  fort,  or  tae^ 
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proftcb  the  town  by  iaod,  aad  tliera  should  be 
>  sufficient  foroe.  on  our  part  to  oppose  them, 
ith  aoy  reasonable  prospect  of  success,  they 
ould  appoint  a  conmitlee  to  carry  a  flag  to  the 
icer  commandiiig  the  enemy's  force,  about  to 
ack  the  town,  and  to  procure  the  best  terms 
'  the  safetv  ofpersons,  honsesi  and  property,  in 
\\i  power.  This  recommendation  was  made 
the  day  of  the  battle  at  Bladensburg,  and,  on 
I  same  day,  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
immon  Council. 

The  battle  of  Bladensburg  having  terminated 
the  defeat  of  our  troops,  and  General  Winder 
ving  been  obliged  to  retreat  from  the  capital 
vards  Montgomery]  Courthouse,  about  fiucen 
les  to  the  west  of  it,  the  City  of  Washington 
IS  left  in  tbe  entire  possession  of  tbe  enemy. 
le  citizens  of  Alexandria  saw  nothing  to  Im- 
ie  the  march  of  the  British  to  their  town— -saw 
thing  to  restrain  thera  from  committing  tbe 
>st  brutal  outrages  upon  the  female  portion 
the  society,  having  neither  arms  nor  men  to 
ike  defence  with.  The  President  of  the  Uni- 
1  States  and  tbe  Heads  of  tbe  Departments 
?re  absent,  and  it  was  not  known  where  tbey 
3re  to  be  found;  no  military  commander  or 
icer  of  the  General  Government  was  present  to 
reet  or  advise. 

In  this  state  of  things,  it  was  considered  by  the 
»mmoa  Council  as  tbeir  duty  to  send  a  flag  to 
s  British  commander  at  Washington,  to  know 
lat  treatment  might  be  expected  from  him,  in 
»e  his  troops  shotUd  afiproach  Alexandria,  and 
>uld  succeed  in  obtaining  possession  of  the 
ivn.  Admiral  Cockburn,  to  whom  the  com* 
jnication  was  made,  assured  the  very  respecta- 
•  gentlemen  who  bore  that  flag,  that  private 
>perty,  of  all  descriptions,  should  be  respected ; 
It  it  was  probable  that  fresh  provisions  and 
ne  flour  might  be  wanted,  but  tbat,  whatever 
$y  did  take,  should  be  paid  for. 
while  these  tbings  were  going  on  in  the  City 
Washington,  the  British  squadron  had  been 
idually  ascending  the  Potomac,  and  on  the 
th  of  August,  three  days  after  the  battle  at 
adensbuig,  it  reached  Fort  Warburton.  No 
aoge  had  taken  place  in  relaUon  to  the  means 
tbe  defence  of  the  town  of  Alexandria.  Upon 
I  fort  did  the  safety  of  Alexandria  now  entirely 
pend.  The  citieens  looked  with  great  anxiety 
this  point  fat  protection ;  but^  to  their  great 
rprise  and  mortification,  and  without  the  con« 
rrence  or  the  wish  of  the  municipal  authority 
the  town,  or  d*  any  member  of  it,  the  fort  was 
andoned;  and  the  magazine  blown  up,  by  the 
lited  States'  garrison,  on  the  evening  of  the 
th,  without  firing  a  single  gun.  The  following 
rrespondenoe  between  the  Secretary  of  War 
i  the  commander  at  the  fort,  shows  by  what 
ihority  he  acted : 

py  of  a  letter  fiorn  the  fleoretsry  of  War  to  G^h 

tern  Dyson,  dated 

August  29, 1814. 
Sir:  I  send  Captain  Manigault  with  orders  to 
:eive  your  written  or  verbal  report  of  the  causes 


under  which  you  left  the  post  committed  to  your 
ebarffe.  In  this  you  will  state  the  orders  under 
which  yon  acted,  and  from  whom  received. 

I  am,  sir.  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  ARMSTRONG. 

Capt.  DvaoN,  Corp9  of  ArtUUry. 

Camp  at  Mason'S  Island, 

AuguH  29, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  commn- 
nteation  of  the  29tb  instant.  The  oraers  received 
from  Brigadier  General  Winder,  through  Major 
Hite,  verDally,  on  the  84th  instant,  were,  in  case 
I  was  pressed  by  or  heard  of  an  enemy  in  my  rear, 
to  spike  our  guns,  and  make  my  escape  orer  the 
river.  The  enemy  approached  by  water  on  the 
27th,  and  we  bad  learned  that  day,  throu^  seve- 
ral channels,  that  the  enemy  had  been  reinforced 
at  Benedict  two  thousand  strong,  and  that  they 
were  on  thetr  march  to  co*operate  with  the  fleet, 
in  addition  to  the  force  which  left  the  city.  Un- 
der ail  these  circumstances  the  oflScers  under  my 
command  were  consulted,  and  agreed  it  was  best 
to  abandon  the  fort  and  efl'cct  a  retreat.  The 
force  under  my  command  was  thought  not  equal 
to  a  defence  or  tbe  place. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  ipreat  considert- 
tion,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  T.  DYSON^ 
Capt.  eorp$  ArHUery, 

Hon.  John  AniiaTRONo, 

Secretary  of  War. 

This  relinquishment  of  the  fort  decided  the  fate 
of  Alexandria.  Nothing  was  leA  to  oppose  the 
progress  of  the  squadron,  end  on  the  morning  of 
the  28th  it  passed  the  ruins  of  the  fort  on  its  wav 
to  the  town;  their  barges  had  sounded  a  consid- 
erable distance  above.  About  ten  o'clock  of  the 
morning  of  the  28th,  after  tbe  squadron  was  above 
the  fort,  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Council 
to  bear  the  flag  to  tbe  enemv,  in  case  they  should 
pass  the  fort,  set  out  upon  tneir  mission,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  ship  commanded  by  Captain  Gor- 
don. They  requested  to  know  what  his  inten- 
tions were  in  regard  to  the  town  of  Alexandria. 
Thev  were  informed  by  Captain  Gordon  that  he 
would  communicate  his  terms  when  he  came  op- 
posite the  tewB.  But  he  assured  them  that,  in 
the  meantime,  if  the  squadron  was  not  molested 
by  the  inhabitants,  the  persons,  houses,  and  fur- 
niture of  the  citixens,  should  not  be  injured.  One 
of  the  gentlemen  who  attended  the  fog  was  the 
Mayor.  Upoa  his  return  from  the  squadron  he 
was  informed  that  a  small  detachment  of  cavalry, 
from  the  army  of  General  Hungerford,  had  been 
in  town,  probably  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoiter- 
Ing  the  enemy ;  that  it  had  remained  but  a  short 
time.  Upon  inquiry,  it  was  understood  that  the 
army  of  General  Hungerford  was  at  that  time 
about  sixteen  miles  from  Alexandria,  on  its  march 
to  that  place,  having  followed  the  British  squad- 
ron along  tbe  shores  of  the  Potomac  a  great  part 
of  its  way  up.  Tbe  force  of  General  Hungerford 
was  composed  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  with  two 
or  three  small  pieces  of  artillery,  not  calculated 
to  aflbrd  any  protection  to  the  town* 
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The  miiDicipal  aocbority  of  the  town  had  re- 
eeired  no  ad?ice  of  the  approach  of  ihis  army ; 
and  after  the  retorn  of  the  nag  it  was  too  late  to 
enter  into  any  arranffemeDt  with  General  Hun- 
gerford  for  deienee :  he  was  too  distant  to  afford 
relief. 

The  squadron  haying  suspended  its  approach 
o  the  town,  did  not  reach  it  until  the  evening  of 
this  day.  On  the  morning  of  the  next  day,  to 
wit,  the  29ih  of  August,  it  arranged  itself  along 
the  town,  so  as  to  command  it  from  one  extrem- 
ity to  the  other.  The  force  consisted  of  two 
frigates,  to  wit,  the  Seahorse,  rating  thirty-eight 
guns,.and  Euryalus.  rating  thirty*six  guns;  two 
rocket  ships,  of  eignteen  guns  each ;  two  bomb 
ships,  of  eight  guns  each ;  and  a  schooner  of  two 
guns,  which  were  but  a  few  hundred  yards  from 
the  wharves,  and  the  houses  so  situated  that  they 
might  have  been  laid  in  ashes  in  a  few  minutes. 
About  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  29th, 
Captain  Gordon  sent  to  the  Mayor  the  following 
terms: 

His  Majesty's  Ship  Sbaborsb, 

Off  Alexandria,  Aug.  29, 1814. 

Gehtlembn  :  In  consequence  of  a  deputation 
yesterday  received  from  the  city  of  Alexandria, 
requesting  favorable  terms  for  the  safety  of  the 
city,  the  undermentioned  are  the  only  conditions 
in  my  power  to  offer : 

The  town  of  Alexandria,  with  the  exception  of 
public  works,  shall  not  be  destroyed,  unless  hos- 
tilities are  commenced  od  the  part  or  the  Ameri- 
cans; nor  shall  the  inhabitants  be  molested  in 
any  manner  whatever,  or  their  dwelling  houses 
entered,  if  the  following  articles  are  complied 
with: 

Article  1.  All  naval  and  ordnance  stores,  pub- 
lie  and  private,  must  be  immediately  delivered  up. 

Article  2.  Possession  will  be  immediately  taken 
of  all  the  shipping,  and  their  furniture  must  be 
sent  on  board  bv  the  owners,  without  delay. 

Article  3.  The  vessels  that  have  been  sunk 
must  be  delivered  up  in  the  state  they  were  in  on 
the  19th  of  August,  the  day  of  the  squadron  pass- 
ing the  Kettle  Bottoms. 

Article  4.  Merchandise  of  every  description 
must  be  instantly  delivered  up;  and,  to  prevent 
any  irregularities  that  might  oe  committed  in  its 
embarcation,  the  merchants  have  it  in  their  option 
to  load  the  vessels  generally  employed  for  that 
purpose,  when  they  will  be  towed  off  by  us. 

Article  5.  All  merchandise  that  has  been  re- 
moved from  Alexandria,  since  the  19th  instant, 
is  to  be  included  in  the  above  articles. 

Article  6.  Refreshments  of  every  description 
to  be  supplied  the  shim,  and  paid  for  at  the  market 
price  by  bills  on  the  JBritish  Government. 

Article  7.  Officers  will  be  appointed  to  see  that 
the  articles  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  are  strictly  com- 
plied with ;  and  any  deviation  or  non-compliance, 
on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Alexandria,  will 
render  this  treaty  null  and  void*    I  have,  dbc. 

JAMES  A.  GORDON, 
Capi.  of  Hie  Majesty* e  Mp  Seahane,  fc. 
To  the  CouNGiL  of  ^Ae  tovm  of  Alexandria, 


Upon  the  Mayor's  receiving  tkem,iiesm{i 
the  members  of  the  Committee  of  VifUKt 
These  terms  were  borne  by  one  of  theo^^ 
Captain  Gordon's  frigate,  who  »titH  riit  k 
one  hour  was  allowed  him  to  wiit  (ofiKfiju 
them.  Upon  their  beine  read  by  thelkroru^ 
the  committee,  it  was  observed  to  ibec&ff.!^ 
the  Mayor  and  one  of  the  committee,  tbiiiTOki 
be  impossible  that  the  Common  CoBKiiessid 
accede  to  several  of  them ;  that  the  moiiitiiiiift- 
thority  of  the  town  had  no  power  to  rcoii  ui 
merchandise  that  had  been  sent  oat  so^« 
to  the  19th  of  August.  The  reply  of  tb(<» 
was,  in  that  case  it  would  not  be  espectei 

He  was  further  informed,  that  it  wooldutk 
in  the  power  of  the  Common  Coaoeil  loeusp 
the  citizens  to  assist  in  getting  vp  ibe  n&te 
vessels.  The  officer  answered,  that  tbeiraia 
would  then  do  it.  He  was  required  to  expai 
what  was  intended  by  the  term  merduodise.! 
used  in  the  fourth  article.  He  aDiwociuaii 
was  intended  to  embrace  that  speeies  of  do 
chandise  only  that  was  intended  for  apom» 
such  as  tobacco,  flour,  cotton,  baleg;oods,&t 

The  Mayor,  and  one  of  the  comnittM^Rfw^ 
ed  to  know  whether  the  Commodore  iotes^to 
require  a  delivery  of  any  more  of  the  DcreklK 
than  he  could  uke  away  with  tbeo.  fien- 
swered,  it  would  not  be  required.  Tbuopiiu- 
tion  was  afterwards  recognised  byCapduGiv- 
don.  With  these  verbal  explanaiiw^F' 
ceding  terms  were  submitted  to  tbi  Cobk)!! 
Council.  It  will  be  here  proper  to  rrsiiLtliij 
when  these  terms  were  proposed  aods^i^ 
to  the  Common  Council,  General  HuBjaf^riah 
not  arrived  with  his  armv,  nor  did  it  racn^ 
suburbs  of  the  town  until  the  night  of  tht  >a]. 
The  town  was  still  without  any  means  of  ^"efio. 
and  it  was  evident  that  no  defeoee  cds^  *^ 
but  that  species  of  force  which  woqU  ^»^' 
lated  to  drive  the  ships  from  their  motfii^  ^ 
communication  had  been  received  Irooi^^' 
cers  of  the  General  Gtovernment,  ifi^  ^  ^^ 
appeared  to  be  abandoned  to  its  fate.  ^^^^^^ 
circumstances  the  Common  Cooncii  cow  y- 
no  hesitation  as  to  the  course  to  be  pentiti  '  ^' 
citizens  of  the  town,  of  all  deseriptioD8,«itl>^ 
immense  value  of  property,  were  eotiielftt^ 
power  of  the  enemy,  whose  naval  coay: 
according  to  the  proclamation  of  the  Pr^'^' 
the  United  States,  dated  on  the  first  of  Wf 
her,  has  declared  his  '*  purpose  to  be  to  es^}! 
the  force  under  his  direction  in  destroytog  ^ 
laying  waste  such  towns  and  districts  upoo^ 
coast  as  may  be  found  assailable."  i  |f^ 
declaration  had  been  made  by  CaptaiaG^^^;; 
the  committee  who  bore  the  flag.  ^P^ffZ. 
attack  of  such  an  enemy  was  the  <o^°.^:^ 
andria,  without  any  means  of  defeoee  vuts^ 
The  people  of  the  town  were  at  hitmtKf'^ 
compelled  to  yield  to  such  terms  u  tbe  ^. 
might  think  fit  to  prescribe.  If  the  mtf^' 
the  municipal  authoritv,  and  citiieosof  i^^^ 
had  ffiven  loose  to  the  feelings  of  lovj^ 
which  the  occasion  had  excited,  aod  Dtd  i 
ficed  the  town,  and  exposed  their  wif« 
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fcQghten  to  the  wanton  insults  of  an  nnrestrain- 

]  enemy,  they  would  have  betrayed  their  trusts, 

sd  hare  deplored  the  consequenees. 

The  Common  ConnciK  therefore,  were  obliged 

yield  submission  to  the  terms  as  explained, 

d  did,  thereupon,  pass  and  publish  the  follow- 

I  resolution : 

^'  JUtdved,  That  the  Common  Council  of  Alex- 
dria,  in  assenting  to  the  conditions  offered  by 
3  commander  of  the  British  squadron  now  off 
i  town,  has  acted  from  the  impulse  of  irresisti- 
*  necessity,  and  solely  from  a  regard  to  the  wel- 
e  of  the  town;  that  it  considers  the  assent  by 
^iven  as  only  forma!,  inasmuch  as  the  eoemy 
d  it  already  in  their  power  to  enforce  a  com- 
ance  with  their  demand  by  a  seizure  of  the 
>perty  required  from  usj  and  belicTing  the 
ety  of  the  persons  of  the  inhabitants,  of  their 
'ellings,  and  of  such  property  as  is  not  compre- 
Qded  within  the  requisition,  to  depend  entirely 
the  observance  of  the  terms  of  it.  the  Common 
»uncil  recommends  to  the  inhanitants  an  ao- 
iescence,  at  the  same  time  that  it  does  express- 
disclaim  the  power  of  doing  any  net  on  its  part 
enforce  compliance,  its  authority,  in  this  par- 
ular,  being  limited  to  recommendation  only." 
[n  the  execution  of  the  terms  proposed  by  the 
emy  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  the  verbal  expia- 
tions made  oy  the  officer  to  the  Mayor,  were 
a  era  11  y  adhered  to.    No  merchandise  was  re- 
ired  to  be  brought  back  to  the  town ;  no  assist* 
ce  was  required  of,  or  offered  by  the  citizens, 
getting  up  the  sunken  vessels.    The  depreda- 
ns  of  the  enemy,  with  a  few  exceptions,  were 
ifined  10  flour,  cotton,  and  tobacco,  which  they 
'ried  off  in  some  of  the  vessels  then  at  the  town. 
Jy  one  vessel  was  burnt;  no  private  dwelling 

0  visited  or  entered  inn  rude  or  hostile  manner, 
r  were  citizens  personally  exposed  to  insult. 
Fbe  loss  sustained  from  the  enemy,  it  is  be- 
red,  will  not  exceed  the  following:  three  ships, 
ee  brigs,  several  bay  and  river  craft,  the  num- 
r  of  which  has  not  been  ascertained;  all  of 
lieb  were  carried  away,  and  one  ship  burnt, 
le  quantity  of  flour  carried  away,  it  is  believed, 
II  DOt  exceed  sixteen  thousand  barrels;  about 
;  thousand  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  and  one  hund- 

1  and  fifty  bales  of  cptton;  and  of  wine,  sugar, 
1  other  articles,  not  more  than  five  thousand 
lars'  worth. 

J  Israel  P.  Thompson.  Clerk/ of  the  Common 
uncil  of  Alexandria,  do  certify,  that  the  above 
I  true  copy  from  the  original. 

ISRAEL  P.  THOMPSON,  C.  C. 
>ctobbr6,  1814. 


Alexanoria,  Oct.  7, 1814. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  the  enclosed  resolutions 
he  Common  Council  of  Alexandria,  dated  the 
h  September,  1814,  marked  A,  appointing  us 
ommittee,  on  the  part  of  the  town,  for  the  pur- 
e  therein  mentioned,  we  beg  leave  to  lay  be- 
3  the  committee  of  Congress  the  following 
lement  and  accompanying  documents: 
Misrepresentations  of  the  conduct  of  the  oiti- 
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zens  of  Alexaiidria,  when  the  British  squadron 
approached  this  place,  having  been  circulated 
through  the  Union,  the  Common  Council  have 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  lay  before  Congress  a 
true  history  of  the  steps  which  the  citizens  have, 
from  time  to  time,  taken,  in  order  to  guard  against 
that  misfortune  which  has  come  upon  them-— a 
misfortune  they  deplore  as  much  on  the  national, 
as  on  their  own  individual  account.  The  citi- 
zens of  Alexandria  rejoice  that  an  opportunity 
has  been  afforded  them  to  ley  before  Congress  a 
faithful  narrative  of  the  proceedings  which  self- 
preservation  compelled  them  to  adopt.  It  will 
show  that  they  did  all  in  their  power  to  avert  the 
blow. 
In  the  month  of  October,  1612,  a  volunteer  com- 
ny  was  raised  in  Alexandria,  and  stationed  at 
brt  Washington^  in  the  manner  stated  in  the 
letter  of  Captain  McQuire,  marked  B.  In  the 
month  of  March,  1813,  the  artillery  company  of 
Alexandria,  then  commanded  by  Captain  Mar»- 
teller,  was  stationed  at  Port  Washington.  -  See 
Capuin  Griffith's  certificate,  marked  C.  On  the 
21st  March,  1813,  the  Common  Council  appoint- 
ed the  Mayor  of  the  town,  and  the  President  of 
the  Council,  to  wait  upon  the  Secretary  of  War, 
in  company  with  the  Colonel  of  the  second  le- 
^on,  to  request  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition 
for  the  use  of  the  militia  in  the  defence  of  the 
town.  See  document  D.  On  the  8th  of  May, 
1813,  the  Common  Council  appointed  four  re- 
spectable citizens  to  wait  upon  the  President  oi 
the  United  States,  and  apprize  him  of  the  de- 
fenceless state  of  the  town ;  which  order  is  mark- 
ed B.  That  committee,  in  compliance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Corporation,  did  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent; the  result  of  the  interview  they  had  with 
him  will  be  found  in  the  paper  marked  F.  On 
the  8th  of  May,  1813,  the  Council  appropriated 
$l,500f  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Corporation,  for 
mounting  the  cannon  belonging  to  the  town.  See 
document  marked  D.  On  the  11th  May,  1812^ 
the  Common  Council  appointed  a  committee  of 
vifrilance,  to  confer  and  co-operate  with  the  com- 
mittees of  Washington  anu  Qeorgetown.  in  re- 
quiring assistance  from  Gkivernment,  for  tne  gen- 
eral defence  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  See  doc- 
ument E.  A  deputation  frond  the  committees  of 
the  three  towns  waited  upon  Gteneral  Armstrong; 
the  result  of  their  conference  was  such  as  is  stated 
in  the  certificate  of  Colonel  Qeorge  Deneale,  one 
of  the  persons  who  waited  upon  the  Secretary  of 
War.    See  his  certificate,  marked  O. 

The  Secretary  of  War  did  send  an  engineer, 
as  he  promised,  who  made  a  report  to  him,  a  copy 
of  which  is  hereto  annexed,  and  is  marked  H. 
The  Common  Council,  on  tne  23d  of  July,  181^ 
passed  two  resolutions,  and  appointed  a  commit- 
tee 9f  vigilance,  for  the  purposes  in  said  resolu- 
tions expressed.  See  B.  In  pursuance  of  these 
last  rescMuttons,  the  committee  of  vigilance  pro- 
ceeded to  take  such  measures  as  they  could,  to- 
wards complying  with  the  object  of  their  appoint- 
ment; they  passed  thd  resolutions  whicn  are 
marked  I.  In  pursuance  of  the  first  resolution  of 
the  committee  of  vigilance  General  Winder  was 
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wtited  opoD,  aad  a  few  days  ader  ^ 
Alcxandna,  bad  an  intemew  with  some  of  the 
eommiuee  of  TigUanee  and  Colonel  Deneal^  as 
will  appear  by  the  certificaie  of  Colonel  Deneale, 

marked  K-  ^  . 

The  banks  of  Alexandria  and  Potomae^  on  the 
6(h  and  13th  of  Aagnst,  loaned  to  the  Geneml 
QoTerament,  the  one  tea  thousand,  and  tbe  odier 
twenty-*fi?e  thousand  dollars,  upon  the  eenditions 
that  the  same  should  be  applied  to  the  ereetioa  of 
fortifieations  for  the  DisUict  of  Coiumbia,  south 
of  Alexandria.  See  the  letters  of  the  presidents 
of  those  baaks,,  mark«d  L  aad  M.  The  Corporar 
tion,  on  the  fifteenth  of  September,  1814,  appro- 
priated out  of  the  funds  of  the  town  twelve  bund- 
i«d  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses 
of  laborers  and  carts  to  be  employed  in  the  eree<- 
lion  of  fortifieations  for  the  defence  of  the  District. 
See  document  D. 

The  eommittee  haTiUff  laid  before  yoa  the  doe- 
uments  which  exhibit  the  eflforu  of  the  eitiseas 
4^  Alexandria  to  have  the  town  defended  from 
lUTasion,  beg  lea^e  to  lay  before  the  eommittee 
a  report  of  the  Common  Connoil  and  eommittee 
of  Tigilaoce,  dated  on  the  7th  of  September  last, 
of  the  conduct  of  the  oitizeas  when  the  British 
squadron  approached  Alexandria.  See  docomeoc 
marked  N.  When  the  first  attempt  was  made, 
•n  the  85th  of  August,  to  blow  up  the  south  end 
of  the  Potomac  bridge,  six  hundred  stand  of  arms 
were  blown  up,  about  two  hundred  of  which  re* 
mained  uninjured  and  fit  for  use;  these  were  col- 
lected together  hy  Mr.  Joieph  I>eao,  one  of  the 
committee  of  vigilance,  and  sent  to  the  Little 
Fails  of  Potomac  for  safety.  When  Qeaeral  Hun- 
gerford^  army  arriyed  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Alexandria,  these  arme  were  ordered  to  be  deliv^ 
ered  to  General  Hungerford.  See  Mr.  Dean's 
eertifieate,  O.  On  the  90th  of  August  the  Mayor 
apprized  Qcneral  Hungerford  where  two  twelTS* 
{KModers,  which  had  been  by  the  order  of  Geiie^ 
tal  Young remored  from  town|Could  be  found. 
See  the  Mayor's  letter,  marked  P,  and  the  reply 
o£  General  Hungerlord,  signed  by  James  Mercer, 
hn  aid,  marked  O. 

The  day  on  which  the  enemr  left  Alexandria, 
m.letter,  purporting  to  be  from  Admiral  Codrtag^ 
ton,  dated  dSth  August,  1814,  addressed  to  the 
aommandtng  officer  of  the  Eiritish  squadron  in 
the  Potomiic,  with  the  cover  which  now  encloses 
tt,  was  handed  from  the  post  office  in  this  place 
to  Mr.  Joseph  Dean,  one  or  the  committee  of  Tigi- 
lance;  how  it  got  into  the  post  office  we  know 
not;  we  can  refer  the  committee  to  Mr.  Thomas 
F,  Gilpen,  the  deputy  postmaster  here,  and  to  Mr. 
Basil  Spalding,  or  Maryland,  who^  we  haTe  reason 
IK^beliere,  can  giro  some  account  of  the  route 
the  letter  came  to  Alexandria ;  this  document  is 
marked  R.  If  the  committee  should  require  any 
further  information,  or  explamtion,  we  shall  be 
leady,  at  all  times,  to  give  it  as  far  as  we  can. 
We  are,  with  great  respect,  dbc 

WM.  NEWTON, 
RDM.  I.  LBB, 
JOSEPH  DBAN, 
a.  DBNSALB. 


Sir  :  From  the  appearasce  of  tkc  nafi 
squadron  in  sight  of  Alexsndns,  os  tie  mm; 
or  the  27th  August  last,  until  its  depntmoa  ik 
9d  of  September,  I  remained  in  lon^tk  (h 
exception  of  an  absence  of  a  few  bon  n  (ic 
day  last  mentioned. 

Among  the  maaj  base  calomnies  fn^iied 
respecting  our  nnrortunate  teira,brBiiiat 
proAi^te  than  the  enemy  who  ploiMa: 
there  is  none  more  cruel  and  unfosodedtfaiih 
charge  of  the  inhabitants  haTiog  sBiraMh 
property  of  strangers  to  procure  sifetf  fortls 

own.  . 

The  printed  narmtire  of  the  CoDnoBCoBwi 
contains  all  the  material  facts  eoueei«4f«i 
the  capture  of  the  town,  and  it  is  sotiomifpcn 
to  add  anything  of  imporOttce.  The  ei^ 
abore  mentioned,  which  yoo  kan  puiiw 
noticed  in  your  letter  of  the  19th  imtaotla 
assure  you,  is  totally  destitute  of  trsiL  » 
people  of  Alexandria  did  not  afford  tbi  ^ 
any  assistance  in  removing  or  sbippiDgt^pi* 
deied  property ;  nor  did  any  iosiiBee,  to  a: 
knowledge,  occur  of  any  indiridail  hi"^^ 
tempted  to  save  his  own  propeny  *»f  ®^5f 
atteation  of  the  enemy  towards  «b««»» 
In  respect  to  persons,  the  pluoder  wisiKW«- 
inate.  The  enemy  not  hariDg  the  ii^ »  ^ 
or  carriages  for  the  remoYslof  the  prspotTH* 
a  regard  to  their  own  conTenieaw,iiHj^* 
suggestions  of  others,  confiaed  their  ^^^ 
to  the  warehouses  on  the  water, Id  wWa^ 
quantities  of  produce  were  coauiBe^kwW 
to  the  inhabitants  as  well  as  to  ^t^'^ 
sufferers  alike.  ,  ^ 

After  the  Common  Council  hid  pmw  f; 
resolution  of  the  89th  of  Augttst,**ni?tte 
want  of  authority  to  require  the  <**2w  tc 
the  terms  to  which  they  had  beet  f^f^jjj 

accede,  and  ^^<^^^^^l/^^itf, 
no  other  act  at  all  connected  vHltK«»<" 

surrender  of  property. 


I  remain,  with  respect,  Ac, 


R.l.TrtW)B. 


The  Hon.  R.  M.  Jobrsom. 


aHvu  of  the  Umttd  Staie»  </^«««r«»*  ^ 

of  the  town  ofAUxandna^rapedpOji^^r^ 

That  the  late  capture  by  the  Bnt»h'qjg 
of  their  tosru  has  afforded  a  w^^  |^ .  ^ 
dcfamers  to  brand  thecitixensoiAKiw^Jjj, 
every  epithet  of  ignominy  •od  dL^p^^^ 
content  with  proclaiming  their  ^^J^ 
the  papers  of  the  day,  some  haw  "f^  /^ 
cipled  as  to  whisper  in  the  ••"".'^^^ 
honorable  members  of  your  bodf,  ^t  "T-f 
oral  accusatioDs ;  one  of  which  b,  thit  i^ 
erty  of  the  cifiaens,  taken  from  them  JT";^ 
leaoe  of  the  invading  enemy,  had  hsa  '"^ 
parted  with  by  the  lnhabitan^apdM«1Jk 
received  for  it;  a  charge  totally  uJjW^i 
foot,  and  without  the  smaUtst  gnw' 
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or  its  tapport;  as  your  memorwlists  can  Tentiire 
0  assert  toat  aot  a  solitary  instance  of  the  kind 
an  be  prodaced.  When,  therefore,  your  memo- 
ialtsts  find  the  reputation  of  the  town  assailed  in 


ublic  and  private,  by  those  dark  and  restless 
^irits,  whose  deliffht  it  is  to  devour  repotation, 
rery  virtuous  and  honorable  mind  must  feel  it 
solemn  datv  to  solicit,  as  a  right,  from  their 
onstitutioual  governors,  a  strict  and  last  inves- 
gatioa  into  tite  whole  of  their  conduct.  The 
tizens  of  Alexandria,  in  the  aggregate,  ean 
ar  the  result  of  no  inquiry  which  may  be  made 
to  th«ir  conduct  on  the  occasion  alluded  to. 
hey  know  their  motives  have  been  pure,  and 
lat  the  course  they  took  can  be  justified  by  those 
amutable  principles  of  self-preservation,  for  the 
:erctse  of  which  uo  jtMt  Qovernment  will  eo&- 
imn  them,  and  the  surrender  of  which  oannot, 
'right,  be  demanded.  Your  memorialists  oauuot 
rbear,  on  thia  occasion,  to  eipress  their  indig- 
int  surprise  to  find  their  town  traduced  for  a 
induct  which  every  citizen  iu  the  nation  would 
ive  parsocd  had  they  been  abandoned,  as  Ales- 
idria  was,  to  the  mercy  of  a  victorious  and  pow- 
ful  enemy*  la  this  situation,  what  altematlre 
id  we  but  to  tell  the  eneiuy  we  could  not  resist, 
«au8e  w  had  not  the  oseaust  This  is  all  we 
d.  We  yielded  to  superior  power.  Our  weak- 
sss  has  been  our  crime.  Our  reliance  upon  the 
otection  of  our  Gtoverumedt  has  been  our  mis* 
rtune.  For  this  misfortune  have  the  citiseiis 
'  Alexandria  been  publicly  charged  as  traitors  to 
eir  couutry.  To  submit  to  calumny  of  this  na- 
re  without  a  murmur  is  more  than  could  be 
ilculated  upon.  To  ask  an  in  vesUgatioa  is  what 
ight  to  be  cji^pected  from  the  virtuous  and  inno* 
nt.  TJiis  request  is  the  more  reasonable  when 
is  recollected  that  the  President  of  the  United 
tttes  has  deemed  it  proper,  in  his  public  proo&a- 
ation,  to  state  that  Alexandria  had,  in  yieldiiig 
the  terms  imposed  upon  tbeiu,  ^  inooosiderate*> 
^  surrendered  to  the  enemy.  Your  memorial-: 
ts  deeoi  h  a  duty  w^eb  they  owe  to  the  reputa- 
in  of  the  town^  ooa^iself  to  state  what  have 
ien  the  efibrts,  at  dlfierent  times,  of  the  citizens. 

obtaio  an  adequate  defence  of  the  town  ana 
[strict. 

In  the  mottth  of  O(etober,  in  theyear  1818,  a  few 
ontba  after  the  declaration  of  -war,  a  company 
aboQt  seventy  volunteers  was  raised  in  Alex- 
tdrta^  nad  equipped  at  the  expense  of  some  of 
e  citizens.  Tnis  company  was  under  the  or* 
rs  of  the  Qeneral  Qovemmeat,  who  had  them 
uioned  at  Fort  Washington,  where  ti»y  con- 
laed  for  some  months,  and  from  thence  removed 

Annapolis,  at  which  place  tbey  were  dia- 
nded. 

In  the  month  of  Manah,  in  the  year  1813,  the 
tillery  company,  formiag  a  part  of  the  militia 
the  town,  ctmsisting  <»  about  seventy  meoy 
ok  and  file,  was  stationed  forabout  three  months 
Fot  t  Washington.  The  municipal  authority  of 
e  town,  conscious  of  hs  unprotected  state^  and 
itly  eonsiderittg  it  the  duty  of  the  General  Qov- 
iment  to  defend  every  portion  of  that  territory 
lich  was  placed  under  its  exclustve  authority, 


on  the  21st  of  March,  181^  appointed  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  town,  the  President  of  the  Cora« 
mon  Council,  together  with  theoommandiogo(fi» 
cer  of  the  second  legion  of  the  militia  of  the  Dis* 
trict,  to  wait  upon  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
rcfuest  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  for  the 
use  of  the  militia  in  the  deleace  of  the  town. 
Your  memorialists  have  reason  to  believe  tbat 
arms  were  fVtrnished  a  short  time  after  this  re- 
quest. 

in  the  month  of  May,  1813,  the  Common  Coim- 
cii  sent  four  respectable  cttizens  to  the  President 
of  the  United  -States,  to  apprize  him  of  the  then 
defenceless  state  of  the  town.  These  centlemen 
did  wait  upon  and  eommuaicaie  to  him  what 
was  the  condition  of  Alexandria  as  to  the  means 
of  defence ;  that  the  cttixens  felt  great  anxiety  on 
aoeonntoftbedstni^  with  which  they  were  threat- 
ened from  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy  in  our  w»» 
ters,  and  the  defenceless  smte  of  the  District  and 
requested  him  to  have  some  measures  of  defenoe 
and  protection  adopted  as  speedily  as  possible. 
To  this  request  the  President  smted,  that  every 
portion  of  the  community  was  entitled  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Qavernaaent,and  thatrepresentatione 
of  any  respectable  body  of  men  had  a  claim  upon 
its  attention,  and  gave  the  gentlemen  who  waited 
upon  him  to  understand  tint  their  representation 
wooM  be  properly  attended  to;  he  also  stated  it 
was  hnpossibfe  to  extend  protection 'to  every  as- 
satiable  poku  of  tiie  oonnitry.  The  committee 
ui^ed  upon  bim  the  vnriotts  cireumstanees  which 
would  invite  the  attack  of  the  enemy  upon  the 
City. of  Washington  in  particular,  which  would  of 
course  involve  the  whole  District  in  its  dangers. 
The  committee,  at  the  same^time,  assured  him  (^ 
the  perfect  readiness  of  the  citizens  of  Alexandria 
to  co-opemte,  by  their  personal  servioes,  or  in 
any  other  wav,  with  the  Qovemment,  in  any 
measure  of  defcnce  which  it  might  adopt  for  the 
security  of  the  District. 

Tlie  Common  Council,  solicitous  to  provide 
for  the  delenee  of  the  town  and  Distffot.  as  far  as 
tbdr  limited  powers  nod  means  woulu  permit, 
did,  in  the  month  of  May,  1813,  appropriate,  out 
of  Che  funds  of  the  corporation,  misen  hundred 
dollars,  to  pay  for  mounting  some  cannon  which 
were  in  the  town,  nod  bad  been  in  the  uee  of  the 
miiitin  while  under  the  State  govetnaBent.  in 
the  month  of  Biny,  1813.  a  deputation  from  Alex- 
andria, Washington,  ano  Oeoinetown.  had  an  in- 
terview with  the  Secretrry  of  War,  relntive  to  the 
defenceless  sitoation  of  the  District.  This  eom- 
mitiee  did  wrge  that  a  more  efficient  defeone 
might  be  abided  for  the  District  than  then  ex- 
isted. It  was  particularly  urged  upon  the  Sec: 
reinrythat  the  fortifications  at  ^oit  Washington, 
common^  kaewn  by  the  name  of  Fort  Warbnr^ 
ton,  should  be  increased.  In  consequence  of  this 
representation,  the  Government  sent  an  engineer 
to  examine  the  fort,  who,  on  the  38th  of  May, 
1813,  reported  to  the  War  Department,  as  the 
result  of  his  examination,  that  *^an  additional 
number  of  heavy  ^ons  at  Fort  Warburton,  and 
an  additional  fort  in  the  neighborhood,  are  both 
to  be  considered  tmaecessary.''   Notwitnstanding 
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the  repeated  solicilattons  of  the  citizens  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  year  1813,  nothing  was  done  co- 
wards its  defence,  except  sending  an  engineer  to 
examine  the  fort.  In  silence  did  Alexandria 
submit  to  this  neglect  of  their  ssfetf,  until  the 
month  of  July,  1814,  when  the  Common  Council 
again  endeaTored  to  procure  an  adequate  defence. 
Gentlemen,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the 
Corporation,  in  the  month  of  July,  waited  on  the 
military  commander  of  the  tenth  district,  with  the 
▼iewoiascertaining  what  measures  of  defence  had 
been  taken,  or  were  intended  to  be  adopted,  for  the 
defence  of  the  town  of  Alexandria  and  District. 
The  Gkncral,  who  seemed  to  be  anxious  to  do  his 
duty,  as  far  as  the  means  within  his  control  would 
•naole  him,  stated  Co  those  gentlemen  the  number 
of  militia  he  expected  would  join  him,  and  which 
seemed  to  be  aU  the  defence  he  calculated  upon. 
This  was  a  species  of  defence  which  certaiuly 
could  be  of  no  use  against  an  attack  by  water. 
It  is  too  obvious,  that  the  town  of  Alexandria 
pould  not  be  defended  in  any  other  manner  than 
by  a  proper  fort  or  foru  below  it,  with  a  compe- 
tent garrison.  The  General  commanding  the 
ttnih  military  district  visted  Alexandria.  The 
node  of  defending  it  from  a  water  attack  was 
pointed  out  to  him.  To  adopt  it,  required  mo- 
ney ;  this  he  was  not  furnished  with.  This  dif- 
fculty,  however,  was  removed  by  the  offer  of 
three  of  the  banks  in  Alexandria  to  loan  the 
Gbvernment  fifty  thoasand  dollars,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  proper  defences  for  the  District : 
which  Joan  was  accepted,  and  the  money  paid  to 
the  Govern  menu  No  steps  were  taken  towards 
securing  the  town  from  attack  by  water,  but  it 
was  left  to  be  defended  at  the  fort  br  a  garrison 
not  exceeding  eighty  men,  rank  and  file.  On  the 
Sith  of  August,  a  few  hours  before  the  battle 
at  Bladeasburg,  the  Commanding  Gkneral  and 
President  of  the  United  States  were,  by  the  au« 
thority  of  the  committee  of  vigilance  of  Alexan- 
dria, reminded  of  the  destitute  sute  of  the  town 
as  to  the  means  of  defence,  and  informed  what 
would  be  the  deplorable  alternative  the  citizens 
would  be  reduced  to  if  the  British  squadron, 
which  was  approaching  the  town,  and  was  then 
from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  below,  should  find 
their  town  unprotected  as  it  was  at  that  time. 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  of  August  the  squad* 
run  arrived  at  the  fort,  (the  magazine  having 
been  blown  up,  and  it  abandoned  by  the  few 
troops  of  the  United  States  whiob  had  been  sta- 
tioned there)  without  opposition.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  28th,  aAer  the  fort  had  been  destroyed 
by  the  enemy,  and  after  their  vessels  had  passed 
it,  and  were  in  full  view  of  the  town,  and  not 
before,  no  oflicer,  military  or  civil,  of  the  United 
States,  being,  on  this  emergency,  in  the  town  or 
District  to  defend  or  direct,  f  the  military  of  the 
town  having  been  previously  marched  ofi|  en 
maM$e,  by  public  authority,)  the  municipal  au- 
thority of  the  town  were,  from  extreme  neces- 
sity, compelled  to  take  such  steps  as  were  best 
caleulated  to  save  the  town  from  conflagration. 
They  authorized  a  flag  to  meet  the  advancing 
foe.    The  result  of  that  interWew  was.  tbat  the 


town,  and  a  certain  peirt  of  the  proiwty,  i« 
saved  from  destmction  mnd  plander,  apog  eBeei* 
tion  that  the  enemf ,  dariD^  their  eomsust 
before  the  town,  should  not  be  makmd.  It  a 
due  to  the  citizens  of  Alexaodria,  whawtnhii, 
during  that  distressing:  period,  to  tmLjkt  k 
aid  or  ai(sistaoce  was  ofiBsred  bjr  then  a tlie  co- 
em  y.  "^bej  remained  pasuTe  hot  iaSput 
spectators  or  that  plunder  which  thev  U  &p( 
the  means  of  prerenting.  In  sopport  of  th  lui- 
ous  allegations,  stated  in  the  pnBcediii^  put  tf 
this  memorial,  your  memoriaiiaca  beg  letTct9l^ 
fer  to  documents  laid  before  Che  coauiusafli 
the  House  of  Representatives,  apoa  the aifs 
of  the  capture  of  Alexnodrin  and  Wishiaitas. 
Your  memorialists  feel  it  their  duty,  noicpe- 
ticularly,  to  call  the  attention  of  Coiimi  '^i 
subject  connected  with  the  capture  of  Akm- 
dria,  and  which  is  euTeloped  in  a  mystery^  tk 
can  be  dissipated  only  by  the  power  of  ymlKfr 
orable  body. 

On  the  29th  of  Aiupst,  the  Briti^  apatn 
commenced  taking  off  frooa  the  warehsvo  tk 
flour  and  tobacco.  Thef  continued  until  Fohj 
morning,  the  2d  of  September,  when  iheisL 
loaded  vessel  was  sent  down  the  river.  Tkeom 
office  in  Alexandria  had,  daring  the  ^mtmtm^ 
lay  opposite  the  town,  been  reaaovei  ins  ihe 
country  some  miles*  On  Fridaf,  the  sees^ot 
September,  the  Postmaster  foand  ia  the  ktur* 
box  of  the  house  which  had  been  used  »  (be 
post  office,  the  following  letter,  to  wit: 

*^  IrBiOBitiA,  98ih  Augmi,  ^i 
**  The  object  of  the  expedition  being  Ktm- 
pushed,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  conatrr  v^ 
the  banks  of  the  Potomac  being  alarmed  for  tbcir 
property,  on  account  of  the  presence  of  the  Bdi- 
4sh  souadron  in  that  rirer,  the  CoBDtoder-iB- 
Chief  has  directed  me  to  forward  opealff  hf  tht 
hands  of  one  of  the  inhabitants,  this  sn^er.  fof  ^ 
ships  in  the  Potomac  to  retire  ni  t^^  bis 
flag. 

<'  BDWARD  CODRIHGTOK. 
"  Rear  Admirai  and  Oqpt.  </  f%Bi? 

This  letter  is  directed  as  follows: 
*"  OnH.B.  M.  service,  to  the 
(^H,B,M.ah*peintkermr 

The  preeeding  letter  was  fovnd  ia  the  pofioh 
fiee,  enclosed  ia  a  letter  without  ttaaie,datf,oc 
post  mark,  addressed  ^  to  the  comminee  of  r^- 
lance  or  safety  of  the  town  of  Alexandria^'  whKi 
is  in  the  following  words : 

'^Qmitlbmbn:   Motives  of  a  personal  aatss 

KreTcnt  my  delivering  the  enclosure.    Ton  v^- 
est  judge  ^f  the  propriety  of  doing  it  ia  for 
official  character,  wiihout  hes  of  tvme^ 

The  above  did  not  come  to  the  knowie<^  -^ 
the  committee  of  ri^Uance  until  after  thesquiilris 
had  left  the  town  with  their  plunder.  ITcMir  di^> 
rialisu  have  been  enabled  to  ascertain,  that  ve 
letter  from  Admiral  Codrington  was  ia  ^ 
Office  of  State,  early  in  the  morning'  of  thf  *^^ 
of  August,  and  that  it  was  there  read.  hM 
those  who  saw  it  there  was  a  member  of  ^ 
hoBonble  body. 
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low  or  when  it  was  sent  from  the  Department 
State,  or  why  it  was  sent  in  the  manner  it  was, 
by  whom  it  was  deposited  in  the  deserted  post 
ce  at  Alexandria,  your  memorialists  have  not 
n  able  to  ascertain^  nor  is  it  in  their  power  to 
so.  Your  memorialists  have  deemed  it  their 
y  to  lay  the  transaction,  so  far  as  it  has  come 
heir  knowledge,  before  yoor  honorable  body« 
e mains  for  Congress  to  take  such  further  steps 
the  development  of  the  transaction  as  in  their 
dom  shall  seem  to  be  proper^  and  which  jus- 
» to  the  citizens  of  Alexandria  demands. 
lU  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

Jacob  Hoffman,  Joseph  Smith, 

Bathurst  Daingtrfield,  Thomas  Laorason, 

John  Roberts,  Nehemiah  Carson, 

George  Coleman,  C.  P*  Thompson. 

W.  Veitch,.    .  Isaac  Gibson, 

R.  F.  Degge,  John  D.  Brown, 

A.  Faw,  William  N.  Mills, 

Thomas  Steel,  William  H.  Brown, 

James  Keith,  Grafton  Cawood. 

Thomas  Moore,  Joseph  Rowen, 

Charles  Simms,  Sanford  Reid, 

Kphraim  Gil  man,  Henry  Bp  Deager, 

William  S.  Moore,  Mark  Butts, 

William  Newton,  Robert  N.  Windsor, 

Charles  J.  Catlett,  Jm.  Plummer, 

John  Hooff,  Peter  Saunders, 

Henry  T.  Comptoo,  Thomas  Neill, 

John  Muncaster,  John  Violett, 

John  Gird,  Gerrard  Plummer, 

John  B.  Paton,  Jacob  Curtis, 

John  Potter,  William  Bartleman, 

Ch.  Whiting,  William  Tilham, 

Jonathan  Ross,  Thomas  F.  Herbert, 

Barnard  Crook,  J.  D.  Simms, 

Philip  G.  Marsieller,  J.  B.  Nickolls, 

Thomas  Preston,  C.  T.  Chapman, 
Alexander  McKenzie,  Samuel  Smith, 

J.  Laurason,  Charles  McKnight, 

William  Fowle,  Israel  P.  Thompson, 

John  Lloyd,  William  Herbert, 

John  Harper,  James  Campbell, 

Townshend  Waogh,  James  Fleming, 

Matthias  Snyder,  Robert  Anderson, 

Isaac  £ntwisle,  William  Harper, 'jr. 

Samuel  Harper,  Thos.  Jannev  db  Go. 

Thomas  M.  Davis,  Samuel  Marx, 

William  Harper,  Thomas  Brooch n«, 

Joseph  Harris,  Jacob  Moraran, 

S.  Snowden,  Witliam  CTregorv, 

Henry  Bayne,  Thomas  K,  Beail, 

Thomas  Jacobs,  Andrew  Fleming,    . 

Thomas  Vowell,  John  H.  Phillips, 

Thomas  Herbert,  Henry  Nicholson, 

William  Smith,  John  D.  Longdon, 

Jacob  Leap,  Daniel  McCiean, 

Ebenezer  Vowell,  Frederick  Koons, 

Anthony  Rhodes,  David  Koons, 

Matthew  Robinson,  Charles  Bennett, 

Bryan  Hampson,  James  Shethar, 

James  Kennedy,  sen.  John  H.  Crease, 

Sila9  Reed,  Joseph  Cowing, 

Guy  Atkinson,  Newton  Keene, 

Benjamin  Baden,  William  Fox, 


Joseph  Mandeville,  Thomas  White, 

Samuel  B.  Larmour,  W.  Ramsay,  of  D. 

Joseph  Fowler,  jr.  John  Ross, 

A.  Newton,  John  F.  Smith, 

N.  Herbert,  James  Allison. 
John  Jackson. 


Gborobtown,  October  31, 1814. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  yoorietterof  theSSth  instant, 
requesting,  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  of  In- 
vestigation, "  all  the  information  I  have  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  letter  from  Admiral  Cddrington  to  Captain 
Gtordon,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  on  the 
morning  of  the  31st  of  August,  some  hours  before 
day,  I  was  called  up  by  a  dragoon,  express  from  one 
of  our  camps  below,  who  delivered  a  packet  ad- 
dressed to  me  by  Admiral  Cochrane ;  white  I  was 
opening  and  examining  the  despatch, the  dragoon, 
who  seemed  to  be  an  intelligent  man,  remarked 
to  me  that  the  British  ships  before  Alexandria 
had  been  ordered  down  the  river  bv  the  Admiral 
in  the  Patuxent.  On  questioning  him,  he  stated 
that  an  open  note  to  that  effect,  addressed  to  the 
British  commander  at  Alexandria,  had  been 
brought  to  the  camp  from  which  he  came,  by  the 
same  messenger  who  had  charge  of  the  despatch 
I  bad  just  received  from  him;  that  he  had  un- 
derstood both  had  been  put  into  the  hands  of  m 
countryman,  on  the  shores  of  the  Patoxent,  by  the 
enemy,  from  which  countryman  they  had  been 
taken  by  an  American  officer,  and  conveyed  to 
the  camp ;  that  he  heard  the  officer  who  gave  him 
charoe  of  the  packet  for  me,  speak  of  the  manner 
in  which  they  came,  and  mention  the  conteota 
of  the  open  note  to  other  officers  then  near  him; 
that  the  officers,  as  he  heard  them  say,  intended 
to  send  the  note  aoroes  the  eoontry,  and  have  it 
put  on  board  the  British  fleet  by  a  citizen. 

The  letter  addressed  to  me  by  Admiral  Coch- 
rane was  dated  on  the  39th  August.  ^  Under  the 
same  envelope  was  a  letter  directed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  Sute.  Believing  that  it  mi^ht  be  of  im- 
rirtanee  he  should  receive  this  without  delay, 
immediately,  although. not  yet  day,  called  on 
Colonel  Monroe,  then  acting  as  Secretary  of  War. 
delivered  the  letter,  and  informed  him  of  what 
the  dragoon  had  reported  to  me  relative  to  the 
open  note,  said  to  be  on  ita  way  to  the  enemy'a 
fleet  before  Alexandria.  This,  I  am  confident,  waa 
the  first  information  received  at  Washington  of 
the  note  in  question.  During  the  latter  part  of 
the  same  day,  being  at  Colonel  Monroe's  quarters, 
(I  think  about  one  o'clock,)  he  told  me  that  the 
open  note  of  which  I  had  apprized  him  in  the 
morning  had  now  found  its  way  to  htm,  having 
been  brought  up  by  one  of  our  officers  from  the 
camp,  at  which  the  dragoon  had  stated  he  had  left 
it,  and  he  showed  it  to  me.  I  have  no  recollect 
tion  of  its  date.  I  remember  that  it  was  addressed 
to  Captain  Gordon,  and  signed  by  Codrington,  I 
think,  as  captain  of  the  fleet,  and  by  order  of  Ad- 
miral Cochrane.  The  substance,  I  well  recol* 
lect,  was  to  direct  Captain  Gordon  to  descend  the 
Potomac,  lest  alarm  tor  their  property  should  be 
giyen  to  the  inhabitants  by  tne  presence  of  hia 
'squadron. 
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TI10  eontcDtt  of  this  note,  as  wdi  as  the  man- 
lier chosen  by  the  eoemf  for  its  eooTejranee,  if  it 
did  come  from  him,  were  thought  not  a  little  sin- 
gular and  suspicions.  The  commaoieation  by 
water  was  open  to  him ;  and  to  express  his  anxi- 
ety for  the  fears  of  the  inhabitants  about  the  safety 
of  their  property  from  a  force  which  had  been  for 
two  yean  in  the  constant  habit  of  burning  and 
enrrying  it  off  in  erery  directtoo  on  these  waters, 
and  which  was  at  that  moment  emptying  the 
stores  of  Alexandria  of  private  property  to  an 
immense  amonnt,  could  hardly  be  considered  ear- 
atst ;  and  particularly  when  this  expression  was 
eoMtasted  with  his  determination  to  destroy  nod 
lay  waste  every  district  of  country  withia  his 
power,  made  known  by  the  letter  of  Admiral 
Coehrane  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  18th 
August,  (since  published,)  which  was  the  ktter 
deuVered  by  me  that  morning,  and  with  which 
this  note  was  understood  to  haire  come  from  Ad- 
miral Cochrane's  fleet.  Colonel  Monroe  took 
this  Tiew  of  the  subject,  and  expressed  his  suspi- 
eions  that  the  note  was  a  forcery,  and  the  possi- 
bility, if  it  wasifenuine^  that,  by  prenoos  concert, 
it  myht  be  intended  to  conrey  something  diier- 
mi  irom,  perhaps  the  very  reyerse  of,  miat  ap- 
peared on  its  lace.  Under  these  cirenmst»nceS| 
and  in  the  then  same  state  of  things— a  prepara- 
tion goinf  OB  to  intercept  the  British  ships  below 
Alexandria— «>me  doubu  were  entertained  of  the 

Coprtety  of  permitting  it  to  pass  to  them.  He 
^ever  determined  that  it  should  be  disposed  of 
ia  such  a  way  as  to  let  the  citiaens  of  Alexandria 
have  the  benefit  of  it,  if  benefit  there  was,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  keep  the  enemy  in  icnoraooe 
that  the  Qoverament  had  any  knowledge  of  it. 
He  requested  me  to  take  charge  of  the  note,  to 
deliver  it  to  a  gentleoMin  of  Alexandria,  and  to 
ask  of  him  to  give  it  such  a  course  immediately. 
I  did  accordingly,  in  about  an  hour  after,  put  it 
into  the  bauds  of  a  highly  respectable  oitixea  of 
that  town,  accompanied  by  the  request  enjoined 
on  me.  He  undertook  the  charge  with  great  cheei^ 
fulness,  and  suggested,  as  the  best  mode  of  an- 
swedng  the  purpose  intended,  that  he  would  place^ 
ic  in  the  post  colce  at  Alexandria,  uader  cover, 
addressed  to  one  of  the  acting  committees  of  the 
town,  ramarking  that  it  would  reach  them  in  that 
way  almost  as  speedily  as  if  he  were  to  deliver  it 
himself;  and  that  bv  this  means  the  commitiee 
and  himself  would  b^  relieved  from  embarrass- 
mtaif  if  the  committee  were  called  upon  to  answer 
by  the  officers  of  the  enemy,  in  whose  power 
they  were,  as  to  the  ehaanel  through  which  it 
had  been  received.  I  thought  his  reasons  good^ 
and  approved  of  the  mode  he  proposed  to  adopt. 
That  he  did  so  defipiie  the  note,  ia  the  course  of 
the  same  afternoon,  I  was  informed  by  him  on 
the  next  day ;  and  1  have  no  question  of  the  fact. 
Whether  the  enemy  received  this  note,  or  when, 
and,  if  received,  what  influence  it  may  have  had 
on  his  conduct,  I  have  never  learned ;  but  there 
is  one  fact  notorious  on  this  subject — that  he  cea- 
sed to  levy  contributions  on  the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria about  the  middle  of  the  day  on  which  Com- 
modore Porter's  battery  reached  the  White  Hoiisc» 


(the  position  below  Alexandria,  selected  In 
which  to  annoy  him  in  his  deieeaifjtsdtliitb! 
immediately  after  began  to  dnir  off  >il«  di^ 
from  the  sution  he  had  ttkea  befon  t&f  tor.. 
This  was  on  the  1st  day  of  September.  Codib6> 
pore  Porter's  artillerists  sod  QeoenlTgao^ 
brigade  crossed  the  ferry  at  Gcorgeton,»t^e 
expedition,  at  the  corameDceme&tofthtii|htof 
the  31st  August.  That  this  moremeotfismfo 
to  the  enemy  on  the  next  day,  sod  \mai\v- 
rested  bis  devasutions  at  AlextodriaJhtreKie 
had  the  slightest  doubt.  As  to  die  tioee^cT' 
cumstance  of  the  movement,  IciBDotbeaintei, 
as  I  was  with  both  the  corps  doris;  tbui^t 
one  at  tlleir  encampment,  and  tlM  otbcr  a;^ 
march* 

In  relation  to  the  remainingpsnoffoorlsB 
there  are  no  particular  facu  witbis  ny  hoi) 
edge,  that  I  am  aware  of,  pertioent  to  tie  s^ 
of  the  honorable  committee  ioto  the  eneoi  f) 
success  of  the  enemy  in  his  reeeot  efiwpnx 
against  Washington  and  Aleztndria. 
With  very  great  respect,  4e. 

'•  J.MA80S, 

Hon.  RiCBARn  M.  Jobmsoh. 


No.  14. 

Report  from  the  SuperiMteodeali^^ 

BuUdingi. 

Ofhob  op  Sopbbihtwbdt, 


Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  ioqairiei  yw 
me  yesterday,  1  have  the  honor  to  ^^J^Jl 
whole  cost  of  the  uader-mentiooed  poUicwf 
iags,  from  the  commencement  to  thebirvin 
the  enemy, appears  as  follows: 
North  wing  of  the  Capitol,  incindui^^^ 
tion  waUs  of  both  wingik  sod  dm^ 
or  main  building,  and  of  «lterawf  u(^ 

pairs fs!?. 

Sooth  wing  of  the  Capitol  - 

President^  House 

Public  Offices     •       .       •      - 


At  the  instanee  of  a  comBMttsc  of 


the  remains  of  those  buildings  biiebctf^^ 
ined  by  architects  and  msster  ^^^f^^ 
whom  report  it  as  their  opiw©'"*,"  •  "-/aj 
of  the  President's  House,  and  both  wiy «  ^ 
Capitol,  with  some  inconsidershlerfpiff^'^^J 
safe  and  sofibient  to  rebuild  od.  ^^J^ 
the  two  offices,  particularif  of  the  «PF 
are  deemed  insufficient  to  besr  oev  rw> 


the  two  offices,  particularif  of  the  «PP«,  ^ 
are  deemed  insufficient  to  besr  oev  vf^^^ 
will  require  taking  down  and  twewiog,  ^ 
shall  be  found  necessary.  The  ^^^^^ 
estimates  for  repairing  and  rebaimf  ^ 


edifices,  making'the  o&ces  &re ^^f^tsf 
other  improvements  suggested,  sre  ^^./ 
hundred  and  fifty  thousaod  <lollt»  (<>  "r^ 


six  hundred  thousand  dollirs.   ''^^^^' 
mate,  however,  embraces  ao  apauew 
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le  amoonr,  for  completing  the  west  psrt  of  the 
»rtb  wiag  for  a  librmfy,irkiei)  none  of  the  lover 
limates  iacladet.  The  arera^  amonnt  esti- 
ited,  of  putting  all  the  buildiogs  ia  the  state 
e  enemy  foand  them,  appears,  by  dividing  the 
;regate  amount  of  tbte  estimates  by  the  number 
them,  to  beabout  four  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 
id  dollars,  allowing  for  the  materials  of  the 
rnt  baildings,  whieh  may  be  used  in  rebuilding. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

THOMAS  MUKROfi. 

flon.  R.  M.  JoBNffon. 


No.  16. 


WSUam  Sinmon^a  Letter. 
Wacibinotom  City,  Nov.  28, 3814. 

ha :  In  answer  to  your  note  of  to-dav,  I  haTO 
.tate,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  August 
;,  when  the  alarm  was  firmk  that  4be  enemy 
re  on  their  march  to  this  city,  and  it  was  ez- 
ted  that  they  would  came  by  the  way  of  the 
stern  Branch  bridge,  being  myself  well  armed, 
I  mounted  on  horaebaeJE,rjode  there  under  the 
h  to  render  all  the  service  in  my  power  to 
oee  them.  When  I  arrived  near  the  Eastern 
nch,  I  found  a  few  of  the  city  and  Qeorgetown 
hrta  companies  there,  laying  upon  their  arau, 
understood  that  the  President,  the  Secretary 
V'ar,  and  othec  officers,  were  at  the  house  of  a 
Minnifee,  (where  I  observed  their  horses  at 
door,)  and  that  they  were  holding  eounclL  I 
I  rode  down  to  the  bridge,  where  there  were 
w  sailors,  with  a  piece  or  two  of  cannon  in 
t  of  the  bridge,  who,  I  understood,  were  to 
roy  the  biidfe  in  case  the  enemy  approached. 
it  but  little  oelay,  1  rode  back  to  the  uniform 
p8,  who  I  found  were  gating  in  motion  to 
eh  to  Biadensbarg,  to  which  way  it  was  then 
that  the  enemy  weffecominj^.  i  immediately 
on  towards  Bladensborg  with  ail  expedition, 
en  I  arrived  upon  the  hill,  on  this  side  of  the. 
lensbmg  bridge,  I  observed  Colonel  Monroe, 
then  Secretary  of  State^  just  in  the  rear  of 
croops,  which  were  posted  on  both  sides  at 
'oad,  between  there  and  Bladensburg;  theory 
that  the  enemy  were  coming,  but  no  person 
laied  to  be  able  to  give  any  correct  aeeount  ef 
1.  I  then  observed  to  Mr.  Monroe,  that  I  would 
1  aad  see  the  enemy,  and  would  let  them  know 
a.  they  weie  coming.  I  accordingly  rode  into 
easbttrg,  and  halted  a  few  minutes  at  Ross's^ 
ro,  -where  there  were  a  few  militiamen,  from 
oa  I  could  get  no  other  information  than  that 
aemy  were  coming  on  the  river  road.  I  then 
seded  to  a  height,  a  little  west  of  Ross's 
-a,  called  Lowndes'  Hill,  which  had  a  com- 
ling^  prospect  of  the  river  road  for  a  eonsider- 
distance,  and  which  was  almost  fronting  the 
After  remaining  there  for  some  time,  I  ob- 
»d,  at  a  considerable  distance,  a  great  cloud 
ist  rise  to  a  great  dej^ree,  which  satisfied  me 
tbey  were  coming  in  great  force.  Some- 
a  Ae's  I  observed  a  few  horsemen,  not  in  nni- 
,  on  the  road,  who  appeared  to  be  reeonnm- 
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tertng,  and  were  soon  followed  by  troops  that 
filled  the  road.  They  appeared  to  march  very 
slow,  and  in  close  order,  not  less  than  twenty-four 
or  thirty  abreast  in  front,  and  the  horsemen  before 
spoken  of,  sometimes  in  front,  and  at  other  times 
a  little  to  the  right  of  the  front ;  which  position 
they  marched  in  until  they  nearly  approached 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  not  more  than  a  gunshot 
from  me,  where  I  was  sitting  on  my  horse,  and 
the  road  in  full  sight  for  near  a  milci  and  that 
filled  with  British  troops,  and  still  approaching. 
At  this  time  there  was  not  a  person  in  sight  of 
me,  other  than  the  enemy,  except  one  draffooa, 
who  appeared  to  have  been  posted  there  a  littte 
to  my  left,  upon  the  same  hill,  where  I  left  him, 
and  nave  since  understood  he  was  taken  by  the 
advance  partv  of  the  enemv.  When  they  ap- 
proached to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  I  expected 
thev  might  attempt  to  cut  off  my  retreat  to  the 
bridge,  I  fell  back,  and  descended  the  hill  in  the 
front  of  Mr.  Lowndes'  house;  and,  immediately 
after  I  crossed  the  bridge,  1  looked  back,  and 
found  that  the  advance  party  of  horse  had  got 
into  the  Annapolis  road,  to  the  east  of  Lowndes' 
house,  about  twenty-four  of  them  went  up  a  lane 
in  Bladensburg,  towards  the  Baltimore  road,  leav«- 
inff  six  or  eight  at  the  entrance  of  the  lane. 

I  then  was  proceeding  to  our  troops,  to  ffive  in* 
formation,  when!  met  the  President,  Qei^eraf 
Armstrong,  Colonel  Monroe,  and  Mr.  tiush,  the 
Attorney  Ckneral,  considerably  in  advance  of  all 
out  troops,  goiDg  immediately  into  Bladensburg. 
I  observed,  on  meeting  them,  ''Mr.  Madison,  the 
enemy  are  now  in  Bladensbura."  He  exclaimed, 
with  surprise,  '*  the  enemy  in  Bladensburg  I"  and, 
at  the  same  moment,  they  all  turned  thdr  horses 
and  rode  towards  our  troops  witfi*  considerable 
speed.  I  called  out  aloud,  *^Mr.  Madison,  if  yon 
will  stop  I  will  show  them  to  you;  they  are  now 
in  sight."  He  paid  no  attention.  They  all  rode 
off  very  fast,  except  Mr.  Rush,  who  halted ;  and 
I  observed  to  him  that  there  are  part  of  the  ene- 
iby  stopping  at  that  lane;  he  sard  that  cannot  be 
the  enemy,  they  are  not  in  uniform.  I  told  him 
tbat  they  were  a  part  of  the  advance  party,  that 
the  others  had  gone  up  the  lane,  and  that  not 
any  of  them  were  in  uniform.  At  this  moment 
the  redcoats  began  to  heave  in  sight,  in  two  sec- 
tions, some  in  the  rear,  and  others  in  the  front,  of 
Lowndes^  house,  and  were  forming  in  the  An* 
napolis  road.  Mr.  Rush,  on  seeing  them,  ob- 
served, ^l  am  satisfied;"  and  turn^  his  horse 
very  suddenly  to  ride  away,  when  his  bat  fell  oft 
and  be  rode  some  distance  without  it,  when  l 
called  out  to  him  "  Mr.  Rush,  come  back  and 
take  up  your  hat;"  which  he  did.  and  then  pur- 
sued his  company  with  all  speed.  Our  troops, 
before  I  eoula  get  up  to  them,  began  to  fire, 
from  the  left  of  the  line,  with  cannon  and  smalt 
arms,  into  the  towi^  of  Bladensburg.  1  sup- 
poseo,  at  the  time,  it  was  from  the  informa- 
.tion  communicated  by  Mr.  Madison  from  me,  as 
I  was  the  last  person  from  Bladensburg.  I  im- 
mediately rode  up  the  hill,  expecting  to  find  some 
of  the  Heads  of  Departments,  to  endeavor  to  g^t 
them  to  stop  the  £fring,  until  it  could  be  moire 
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effectual.  I  could  not  see  the  President  or  any 
of  the  gentlemen  that  were  with  him  when  I  ga?e 
him  the  information.  But  I  observed  General 
Winder  in  the  rear  of  the  line,  who  I  found  to 
be  the  commanding  officer.  I  immediately  ad- 
dressed him,  and  informed  him  that  I  was  just 
from  Bladensburg,  and  that  there  was  but  a  Tery 
amall  party  of  the  enemy  in  the  town ;  that  they 
had  commenced  firing  too  early ;  and  that,  if  they 
would  reserve  their  fire  for  a  few  minutes,  the 
British  troops  were  then  coming  down  the  hill, 
and  were  about  to  form  on  the  Annapolis  road, 
when  they  would  be  able  to  do  some  execution ; 
for  they  were  then  heaving  their  fire  away.  I 
found  that  General  Winder  appeared  to  pay  but 
little  attention  to  what  I  had  said.  I  remained 
upon  the  battle  ground  for  some  time,  and  until 
the  retreat  was  ordered,  and  everything  and  eve- 
ry body  appeared  to  be  in  the  greatest  confusion, 
DO  point  fixed  for  rallying,  or  bringing  the  enemy 
to  action,  and  the  greater  i»rt  of  our  troops  were 
retreating  in  the  greatest  disorder.  I  returned  to 
the  city,  and  stopped  at  the  President's  House, 
which  I  found  entirely  abandoned,  excepting  one 
white  servant,  who  informed  me  that  toe  Presi- 
dent had  returned  from  the  battle  ground,  and 
that  he  had  gone  out  of  the  city.  1  observed  at 
(he  President's  door  two  pieces  of  cannon,  well 
mounted  on  travelling  carriages^  which  had  been 
fixed  there  fur  the  defence  of  the  house,  under  a 
guard  of  soldiers,  for  some  time,  which  was  also 
abandoned.  This  being  late  in  the  day,  and  the 
most  of  the  retreating  soldiers  having  passed  by, 
there  wai,  however,  still  some  coming  on,  very 
much  fatigued,  and  worn  down  with  hunger  and 
thirsL  I  stopped  a  number  of  them,  and  plied 
them  with  plenty  of  brandy,  which  I  got  the 
President's  servant  to  bring  forward  from  the 
house.  I  then  prevailed  upon  the  soldiery  to  re- 
move the  cannon,  by  hand,  towards  Georgetown, 
where  they  were  saved  from  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  who  took  possession  of  the  house 
soon  after.  This  now  being  near  ni^ht,  and  not 
seeing  a  single  military  man  in  the  city,  1  retired 
a  few  miles  in  the  country,  where  I  soon  was  a 
spectator  to  the  conflagration  of  the  Capitol, 
President's  House,  &c. 

I  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  until  after 
the  enemv  had  abandoned  it,  when  I  returned; 
and  in  a  day  or  two  after,  when  stopping  at  the 
door  of  Colonel  Monroe,  who  was  present,  as  well 
as  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Rush,  and  several  other  gen- 
tlemen, Mr.  Rush  observed  to  me.  Sir,  we  con- 
aider  ourselves  under  obligations  to  you  for  pre- 
ventinff  our  falliog  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
at  Bladensburg;  observing,  at  the  same  time,  that 
they  were  going  immediately  into  Bladensburg^ 
understanding  that  General  Winder's  troops  were 
there,  and  that  they  should  have  supposed  the  ad- 
vance part  of  the  enemy,  not  in  uniform,  were  a 
part  or  Winder's  troops.  The  foregoing  i»  as 
correct  a  narrative  of  tacts  as  I  can  at  this  time 
recollect. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  d&c., 

WM.  SIMMONS. 

Hon.  &.  M.  JoaH«oii|  &c. 


8UPPLEMENTART  DOCOMSNTSL 


Gbobobtoww,  Oec.  1€,  idli 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yoon  of  j& 
terday.  My  statement  shall  becoaaesspon 
hie.  On  perusing,  in  the  National  Istdli^nKer, 
of  the  10th  instant,  the  report  of  the  csBBtiteeof 
which  you  are  chairman,  the  foUomg  jnage 
arrested  my  attention :  **  Froon  early  iatkaan- 
ing  till  late  in  the  afkemooa,  Cohad  ttsa 
sought  Colonel  Oarbery  diligently,  bat  heeoaU 
not  be  found.  He  rode  to  headooartenaai  ob- 
tained an  order  from  General  winder  apoat^ 
arsenal,  for  arms,  dbc.«**marched  to  thepiicevia 
his  regiment.  Colonel  Garbeiy  arrived  ii  tbt 
moment,  and  apologised  for  his  atHxnce,  aid  i^ 
formed  Colonel  Minor  that  he  bad,  the  evna^ 
before,  ridden  out  to  his  coon  try  seaL" 

Without  adverting  to  the  infomattoa  oa  wis 
the  committee  may  have  thoogbt  praperioRt 
for  what  is  stated  in  the  above  extraetf  I  saii 
merely  proceed  to  state  some  facts,  sapporteri  i* 
respectable  testimony,  wbich^  it  is  belieritf,  wi 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  conpMf  w 
validate  what  is  there  set  forth. 

1.  It  will  appear  that,  on  tbe  night  of  ikeik 
of  August,  between  the  boars  of  nine  eadtkm. 
I  was  seen  between  Canitol  Hill  and  tkoapi 
See  the  certificate  of  Major  M antelicr,  Depstf 
duartermaster  General,  No.  i.  That,  hx  &t 
night  of  the  83d,  I  arrived  at  Mr.  Seraiaes^  htttl 
in  Georgetown;  that  I  lodged  there  thats^^ 
was  seen  shoat  sunrise  next  mornings  sarJir- 
Leod's  hotel,  on  the  Pennsylvania  avesse;  isd 
that  afterwards  I  returned  to  my  qosmn  it 
Georgetown  and  breakfasted.  See  Not.  3  ui 4 
given  by  Mr.  Semmes,  my  landlord,  and  Capaii 
Cassin,  of  the  District  militia.  That  os  de 
morning  of  24th  August,  between  seven  as4  sist 
I  signed  requisitions  for  armS|  dbe«  for  Coiomi 
Minor,  and  save  them  to  the  saifsossfto  ngi- 
ment.  See  Lieutenant  Hobbs,  Neil  Tbst  Doe- 
tor  Jones,  who  was  with  oor  traapi  vhca  the 
action  commenced,  returning  to  his  hosaitii  to 
attend  to  his  duties  there,  saw  Cohwel  Misei'i 
troops  halted  on  Capitol  Hill,  and  thisb  ckf 
were  getting  their  dinners.  See  has  ccrtileate. 
lio.  &  That,  in  the  opinion  of  Lieotessst  Ba- 
den, of  the  ordnance  department,  Coloael  Minoi^ 
troops,  from  the  time  they  arrived  at  the  aisn^j 
had  suffioient  time  to  have  got  their  anns.^ 
and  have  marched  to  the  battle  irrooad  before  p 
action  commenced.    See  his  certificate.  No.  ^ 

These  certificates  being  in  yonr  hands  ea| 
easily  be  referred  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  CARBBRY. 
Cohnd  36I&  (L  S,  h^m 

Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson, 

Chainnan  of  a  OommiUee  qfOmgrm 


George  W.  CampbelPe  LeiUr. 

Nasbvills,  (Ten.,)  Dec  7.  ^* 
SiE :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  p^'^' 
ter  of  the  20th  October  last.    Yoa  reqack  ^  ^ 


j 


1738 


APPENDIX. 


1734 


Capturt  of  the  City  of  WaMngUm. 


should  gire  t&e  committee,  of  whieh  yoo  are 
efaairmaD,  sach  facts  and  riews  A  may  be  in  my 
[)oirer  respecting  the  proceedings  of  a  Cabinet 
Cooncil  on  the  1st  of  Jaiy  last,  in  relation  to  the 
lefeoce  of  military  district  No.  10;  and  on  the 
lubject  of  a  conversation  that  took  place  between 
be  President  and  myself,  on  the  24th  of  Aagust, 
especting  the  part  Oeoeral  Armstrong  was  to 
ake  at  Bladensborg;  and  also  any  other  facts 
md  riews  that  may  be  thought  pertinent  to  a 
iair  and  impartial  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the 
ail  of  the  Capital  of  the  United  States. 

The  information  requested  by  the  committee 
ball  be  given  without  reserve,  so  far  as  my  re« 
ollection  and  stale  of  health  will  enable  me.  1 
[eem  it,  however,  [proper,  previously,  to  state,  that, 
iceording  to  the  views  I  entertain  olf  the  relations 
xisting  between  the  Executive  and  the  other 
nembers  of  the  Government,  usually  called  on 

0  assist  in  council,  I  should  not  consider  myself 
ound,  on  scrch  application  as  the  present,  to  dis- 
lose,  in  all  cases,  the  proceed inss  which  may 
lave  uken  place  at  such  council,  or  what  maj 
lave  passed  at  a  conversation  held  with  the  Presi« 
ent  individually,  such  as  that  above  referred  to, 
9  such  disclosure  might  justly  be  considered  as 
sst rained;  in  the  former  case,' on  the  ground  of 
fficial,  and  in  the  latter,  on  that  of  personal  con- 
dence;  and,  without  taking  into  consideration 
le  effect  of  the  restraint  that  would  naturally  be 
nposed  on  such  deliberations  and  interchange  of 
^ntiments,  by  establishing  the  precedent  that 
ley  were  liable  to  public  disclosure  whenever 
Riled  for,  there  might  be  cases  in  which  the 
ttblic  interest  would  be  compromitted  by  such 
eveiopment.  I  do  not,  however,  consider  the 
resent  such  a  case;  and  I  have  no  motive  for 
dtb holding  the  information  required  on  account 
r  any  bearing  it  might  be  supposed  to  have  on 
ly  own  conduct  on  that  occasion,  or  on  that  of 
ay  other  member  of  the  Gtovernment,  as  I  am 
erfectly  satisfied  it  \%  the  desire  of  the  Executive, 
ad  presume  it  is  so  also  of  the  other  members, 
imt  every  circumstance  calculated  to  throw  light 
a  the  snbjeot  before  the  committee,  and  de- 
pjope  the  real  causes  which  led  to  the  late  events 
:  the  Seat  of  Government,  should  be  disclosed 
ithout  reserve*  Under  these  impressions,  there- 
ire,  I  act,  in  i^ivittg  the  information  desired. 

At  the  Cabinet  Council  referred  to,  held  on  the 
It  of  July,  by  the  members  of  the  Government, 
>DveDed  by  request  of  the  President,  I  was  pres- 
it.  Despatches  had  been  received,  a  few  days 
'eviously  thereto,  from  two  of  our  Ministers 
Messrs.  Gallatin  and  Bayard)  in  Europe,  the 
losideration  of  which^  according  to  my  present 

1  precisions,  was  the  principal  object  of  the  con- 
re  nee.  They  werei  accordingly  taken  up  for 
(liberation,  and  the  changed  aspect  of  affairs  in 
urope,  as  unfolded  by  them,  as  well  as  by  in- 
rmation  derived  from  other  sources^  was  brought 
to  view.  The  subject  of  our  foreign  relations, 
•  oerally,  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  the 
feet  the  late  great  evenu  on  the  Continent  would 
{  likely  to  produce  upon  them  was  freely  spoken 
:     It  wa«  stated  as  probable,  first,  I  heiieve^  by 


the  President,  that  England,  considering  her  own 
relative  power  and  influence  greatly  increased, 
would  be  disposed  to  employ  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  her  military  and  naval  forces,  lately  dis- 
engaged from  the  great  European  contest,  in 
prosecuting  the  war  against  this  country;  that 
she  might  be  expected  to  strengthen  herself  in 
Canada,  and  carry  on  her  depredations  acainst 
our  Atlantic  coast  on  a  scale  more  extended  than 
heretofore.  Some  general  remarks  were  also 
made  on  the  propriety  of  adapting  our  measares 
to  that  state  of  things  an  increase  of  the  enemy's 
forces  would  produce ;  and  there  appeared  a  con* 
currence  of  opinion  among  the  memoers  as  to  the 
importance  of  providing  the  means,  and  making 
the  requisite  arrangements,  for  defending  not  only 
district  No.  10,  including  the  Beat  of  Govern- 
ment, but,  as  far  as  practicable,  every  other  por- 
tion of  the  Union,  against  which  an  attack  might 
reasonably  be  expected ;  but  I  do  not  at  present 
recollect  any  specific  proposition,  made  while  I 
was  present,  in  relation  to  the  defence  of  that  di»* 
irict,  or  any  other  place  in  particular.  1  cannot, 
however,  undertake  to  state  in  detail  ill  the  pro- 
ceedings that  took  place  in  relation  to  this  subject 
on  that  occasion.  The  state  of  my  health  was 
very  imperfect,  and  some  official  duty,  according 
to  my  present  recollection,  requiring  to  be  at- 
tended to  at  a  certain  hour,  occasioned  me  to 
withdraw  before  the  subject  of  the  defence  of  the 
Seat  of  Government  was  formallv  taken  up  for 
decision  \  nor  do  I  now  recollect  or  being  present 
when  the  question  on  that  subject  was  decided* 
The  President,  either  on  my  return  the  same  day, 
or  shortly  aAer,  informed  me  it  had  been  deter- 
mined to  call  forth  and  organize  a  force  deemed 
sufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  district,.and  par* 
ticularly  the  Seat  of  Government,  of  which  meas- 
ure I  approved;  and, from  the  Secretary  of  War. 
I  afterwards  understood  the  number  to  be  callea 
on  for  that  purpose  was  fifteen  thousand  men, 
which  appeared  to  me  amply  sufficient.  Noth- 
ing Airther  occurs  to  me,  at  present,  in  relation 
to  what  passed  at  that  conference,  while  I  was 
present,  on  the  subject  of  the  defence  of  the  Seat 
of  Government.  1  recollect  that,  about  this  time, 
the  President,  in  conversation,  stated  his  impres- 
sions to  be,  on  the  fullest  consideration  he  had 
been  able  to  five  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe,  in 
connexion  with  the  disposition  of  Great  Britain, 
as  far  as  it  could  be  ascertained  from  the  late 
despatches  of  our  Ministers,  as  w^ll  as  from  other 
sources  of  information,  that  we  ousht  to  calcu- 
late she  would  direct  a  considerable  portion  of 
her  numerous  forces,  liberated  from  the  late  great 
conflicts  on  the  Continent,  and  left  entirely  at  her 
disposal,  against  this  country,  either  to  produce  a 
favorable  effect  on  the  pending  negotiation,  and, 
if  disposed  to  peace,  ctose  the  war  with  some 
brilliant  achievement  calculated  to  give  her  arms 
the  air  of  eclat ;  or,  if  not  so  disposed,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  prosecuting  the  war  more  vindictively, 
and  possibly  with  a  view  to  other  more  ambitions 
objects ;  and  that,  whatever  miffht  be  her  ulterior 
views,  we  ought  to  expect  that  Washington  City, 
being  the  Seat  of  the  National  Gbvemment,  and, 
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firom  iu  local  titoaiioBf  more  accessible,  ts  well 
■sless  capable  of  defence,  than  most  other 
places,  wonld  be  amooe  the  first  objecu  of  her 
attack}  and  that  we  oognt,  therefore,  to  make  the 
leqaisite  preparations  lo  meet  such  erenc.  Wiih 
this  Tiew,  I  understood,  General  Winder  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  District,  and  or- 
ders given  for  concentrating,  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  city,  sach  force,  to  consist  of  regulars  and 
militia,  aa  was  deemed  sufficient  for  its  defence* 

The  couTersation  between  the  President  and 
ttyaelf,OB  the  24th  August,  respecting  which  the 
committee  requests  information,  haTing  taken 
place  incidentallf,  and  under  peculiar  circum- 
stanoes,  it  will  not  be  expected  that  I  should  re- 
capitulate it  at  length ;  and  it  may  be  diflicult  to 
communicate  its  subsunce  with  preciiion,  or  the 
causes  that  led  to  it,  without  going  more  into  de- 
tail than  would  be  acceptable  to  the  oommitMe, 
•r  accord  with  my  own  inclination. 

When  it  was  known,  on  the  cTeaiog  of  the 
33d  of  August,  that  the  troops  under  Qeneral 
Winder  had  retired  across  the  Bastern  Branch, 
and  encaiAped  in  the  cit^ ,  it  occasioned,  as  may 
be  leadily  supposed,  considerable  agitation  in  the 
minds  of  ihe  citizens.  It  appeared  to  hafe  been 
tznected,  that,  in  case  our  force  was  not  coa- 
sidered  sufficient  to  meet  and  repulse  the  enemv 
•n  his  landing,  his  advance  would  be  opposed, 
and  his  progress,  at  least,  retarded  as  itlr  as  prac- 
ticable^ by  Mrassiag  him  on  his  march,  erecting 
defensive  works  at  suitable  positions,  and  tbrow- 
ingsuch  other  obstructions  in  his  way  as  was  best 
eakulated  to  check  his  movemenu ;  for  all  which 
operations  the  nature  of  the  country  through 
which  he  must  pass  was  raid  to  be  very  favor- 
abAe  $  when,  therefore,  it  was  stated  that  he  was 
■cnr  the  city,  without  such  means  having  been 
either  at  all,  or  but  partially  resorted  to,  it  pro- 
duced some  surprise,  as  well  as  inquiry  into  the 
caoaes  that  led  to  such  a  result.  Falling  in  con- 
venation  with  the  Secraufy  of  War.  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  expressed  my  apprehensioiis  that  suffering 
the  enemy  to  ap|»roach  so  near  (if  his  nrcvress 
could  by  any  possible  means  have  been  coedted) 
ns  to  make  the  fate  of  the  city  depend  on  a  single 
battle,  to  be  oMuntained,  on  our  part,  principally 
by  raw,  inexperienced  troops,  was  hasardtng  too 
much.  He  appeared  to  concur  in  this  opinion. 
Ami  when  I  inquired  whether  the  late  moveasenls 
•f  the  troops  were  made  pursuant  to  his  advice, 
or  with  his  approbation;  and  what  plan  of  opera- 
tions was  determined  on  to  oppose  the  further 
prqgrem  of  the  enemy ;  and,  also,  whether  our 
army  would  have  the  benefit  of  his  suggestions 
cud  advice,  in  directing  its  future  movemems ; 
he  gave  me  to  understand  that  the  movements 
which  had  taken  place  were  not  in  pursuance  of 
any  plan  or  advice  given  by  him;  that  Qeneral 
Wmder,  having  been  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  district,  mduding  the  city,  and  the  means 
assigned  for  iu  defence  placed  at  his  disposal,  he 
was  considered  as  hariag  the  direction  of  their 
application ;  and  it  was  to  be  presumed  he  had 
formed  such  plans  for  defending  the  city  as  he 
deemed  best  suited  \o  the  emergeociy  and  the 


means  he  possessed;  and  that  isteffooifkB 
opinion  might  be  considered  iBdelieiie,aitfpe- 
haps  improper,  unless  he  bsd  tke  tpfmhUMif 
tiM  Executive  for  so  doing;  inwbieiew^ttf 
assistance  that  his  snggcstioas  oriiiicemU 
render  should  be  afforded. 

It  appeared  to  me  an  oeeaiioBiohi^fii- 
portent  and  critical  demanded  tbe  siiiei^hs 
of  all  the  miliury  skill  and  ability  viikih 
reach  of  the  Gk>verament;  and  tbtt  Mnpal 
delicacy,  if  their  cause  could  be  rraoTcd,M 
not  be  allowed  to  come  ia  colliiio&witktWp^ 
lie  interest;  and,  I  believe, I  so  cstpfCM^sfiif 
to  Gkaeral  Armstrong. 

On  the  following  moraiag  I  Mtoatviihik 
Secretary  of  War  for  GeoenI  Wiide'i  bt 

Quarters,  then  near  tbe  bridp  oe  ike  Sam 
Iraneh.  When  we  proceeded  at  (sm  the FiR^ 
dent's  house,  we  learned  be  hsd  fooeoiMA 
Some  other  company  joining  a,  I  proeeit^i 
advance,  and  arrived  there  before  the  Secftt^ 
where  I  found,  with  General  WiBder,thePi» 
dent,  the  Secretary  of  the  NATy,aod,Ib(lK*t 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  Uotted  Stt«,«i> 
some  military  officers.  Some  eoBTeiatia"| 
place  in  relation  to  the  ronte  tbe  eicaf  "f* 
be  most  likely  to  pursue  in  approsehtof  i^^ 
when  a  messenger  arrived.  briogto^tkcC* 
mending  Gkneral  information,  eoBitM|if^ 
decisive,  that  thejr  would  advaaea  br  Blaff 
burg,  and  he  immediately  pieceedei  *»  * 
troops  to  that  place.  At  this  tine  tbe  Befl«^ 
of  War  had  arrived.  All  tbe  nembeR«v 
Government  that  were  present  hft  (b«  w^ 
Falling  in  conversation  with  thePnB^|)* 
occasion  to  state  to  him  the  ioprceiov^^ 
Secretary  of  War,  as  to  the  line  of  wnW" 
duty  required  him  to  observe  on  thtf*''^ 
and  added,  in  subsUnce,  aceordiagi^'fP^ 
recollectioD,  that  the  very  eritieil  ^>|^. ': 
affhirs  appeared  to  me  to  reqairedft^f  ^"^ 
military  diiii  and  ubility  eoufdairi;j>^ 

important  an  occasion.  cott8idersti«iS"^^YM^ 
as  to  conflicting  authority,  shoBMt*^!j^ 
svmed,  be  allowed  to  jeopardite,  io  *>!  ^1^ 
the  public  interest ;  that  I  xti^nMA  ^^, 
apparently  observed  by  the  8scretry^T"{ 
but  understood  from  bim,  he  acted  ostbep^ 
that,  as  General  Winder  was  ^i^^^^i 
command  of  the  dreinct,  and  die  m»^^^ 
for  Iu  defence  placed  at  hn  dlspostl,bei|^e» 

sidered  as  possessing  the  right  ^o^^^f^*!^ 
ner  of  their  application ;  and  tbtt,  is  isKrp^ 
bis  opinion,  without  Bxeeuti  veapprofatttot.  i^ 

be  considered  inddieate/and  W^JI^^^S^ 
inierference  with  theCoroniaodingOo«w^ 
thority ;  but  that,  if  it  Was  koown  lo  betben^ 
dent's  nieasure,  he  would  afford  »HJ!-^ 

rawer,  by  his  presence  and  adviee ;  iw  ["JV, 
also  stated  that,  considering  tbe  «'/'^^ 
and  menaciog  aspect  of  our  affitirs.  I  tbov 
my  duty  to  make  him  this  eomoafliet"^^ 
in  case  he  should  think  praper,  the  ^^ 
which  the  Secretary  acted  might  be  ffvT 
The  Preeideot  replied,  as  I  oodefttood  b0^ 
General  Armstrong  might  have  knewn  I'f  r 
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order  giren  by  him  would  readilf  meet  with  the 
Bxecutive  saDCtion ;  and  there  w«s  no  dovbt  toy 
eogirestioDs  from  him  would  be  duly  ettended  to 
by  tSeoeiel  Winder.  Upou  my  remarking  I  had 
reason  to  believe,  without  his  approbation,  the 
Secretary  would  not  interpose  his  opinion,  or  take 
ioy  part  in  the  busineat  of  the  day,  the  President 
ibserved,  be  would  epeak  to  him  on  the  subject, 
rhe  President,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  my- 
wlf,  were  then  on  horseback*  The  President 
joined  the  Secretary,  and  some  conveisation  took 
place  between  them,  the  purport  of  which  I  did 
lot  bear. 

The  President^after  parting  from  the  Secretary, 
observed  to  me  ne  had  spoken  to  Qeoerai  Arm- 
strong on  the  subject  I  had  named  to  hina,  and 
:hat  BO  difficulty,  he  presumed  would  occur  in 
Jie  case ;  that  any  suggestions,  made  by  the  Sec* 
netary,  would,  without  doubt,  receive  due  atten* 
ion  from  the  Commanding  General,  and,  should 
iny  objection  be  made  on  the  ground  of  authority^ 
the  matter  might  readily  be  adjusted,  as  he  would 
not  himself  be  far  distant;  and  the  Secretary's 
^rder,  (I  presume  it  was  meant  in  writinj^,)  given 
Dn  the  field,  if  necessary,  would  be  considered  as 
sarrying  with  it  the  Executive  sanction. 

The  K>regoing  is,  according  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  the  spbstance  of  what  the  President 
communicated  to  me  after  conversing  with  Qen- 
iral  Armstrong.  It,  however,  occurred  in  the 
nidst  of  much  bustle,  and  where  various  other 
lubjects  presented  themselves  for  consideration; 
it  b  thermre  possible  I  may  not  have  understood 
iiiin  correctly,  or  may  not  now  recollect  ail  that 
[Mwsed. 

Some  general  conversation  took  place  about 
ihis  time  respecting  the  probable  force,  move« 
ments,  and  objects,  of  the  enemy ;  also  respecting 
^he  direction  to  be  given  to  certain  portions  of  our 
>wn  troopS)  particularly  those  onder  Commodore 
Sarney,  who  had  not  been  pot  in  motion,  and 
whom  the  Commodore  appeared  very  desirous 
ihould  be  permitted,  with  himself,  to  take  a  share 
in  the  expected  battle.  Mention  was  also  made 
:>f  the  precautionary  measures  proper  to  be  taken, 
in  the  possible  event  of  the  enemy's  succ«u  agai  nst 
:lie  city,  respecting  the  pnblie  property  at  the 
Navy  Yard,  ^. ;  also,  the  propmty,  suggested 
m  such  ease,  of  the  members  of  the  Government 
Hmvening  at  some  suitable  place,  to  determine  on 
ilterior  arrangements;  and  Fredericktown  was 
igreed  on  as  Seat  calculated  for  that  purpose. 

After  parting  with  the  President,  I  jomed  the 
Secretary  of  War,  then  on  his  way  to  Bladens- 
>urg ;  he  observed  the  President  had  spoken  to 
lim  respecting  the  operations  of  the  day ;  that 
le  would  proceed  to  the  scene  of  action ;  and,  if 
ihere  should  be  occasion,  would  suggest  to  the 
Zrommanding  Qeneral  whatever  occurred  to  him 
IS  likely  to  be  useful ;  and,  should  it  become  ne* 
ressary,  he  would,  on  the  field,  give  a  written 
ftrder  that  would  carry  with  it,  of  course)  official 
authority.  He  did  not,  however,  state  to  me  the 
wrticulars  of  the  conversation  that  passed  be- 
iween  the  President  and  himself.  Near  the  turn- 
pike gate  I  parted  with  the  Secretary;  the  state  of 


my  health  require^  that  I  should  return  to  my 
lodging. 

The  fore^ing  contains  all  that  occurs  to  me 
at  present,  m  relation  to  the  specific  ioquiriee  of 
the  committee. 

On  the  subject  of  their  geneml  inquiry,  respect- 
ing the  causes  of  the  capture  of  the  Seat  of  Qov- 
ernment,  it  is  not  probable  I  can  add  anything  to 
the  information  they  already  possess,  derived  from 
other  sources.  A  combination  of  circamstanoei^ 
not  easily  accounted  for,  someof  which  could  not 
probably  have  been  anticipated,  and  others  against 
which  it  might  have  been  difficult  to  provide  by 
an^  precautions  that  could  have  been  adopted,  iii^ 
it  IS  believed,  to  that  event. 

The  sudden  advance  of  the  enemy,  after  his  at* 
rival  on  our  coast,  so  considerable  a  distance 
into  the  country ;  destitute  as  he  was  known  to 
be  of  cavalnr,  and,  in  a  great  degree,  of  artiilerf, 
as  well  as  of  the  means  of  transporting  provisions; 
without  delaying  to  establish  garrisons,  or  other* 
wise  to  provide  for  keepinff  open  his  eommnniQa^ 
tion  witn  his  shipping  and  supplies;  was  a  men- 
sure  that  could  not,  it  is  presumed,  be  justified  on 
any  military  principle,  and  may  not,  therefore, 
have  been  anticipated  in  time  to  provide  effisc- 
tually  against  its  consequences.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  tardy  movements  of  the  militia^  called 
on  from  the  neighboring  States  for  tde  defence  of 
the  city,  and  their  consequent  failure  to  arrive  in 
time,  at  the  scene  of  action,  whatever  may  havn 
occasioned  it,  may  undoubtedly  be  considered  as 
the  principal  cause  of  the  catastrophe  that  fol- 
lowed. 

How  far  the  troops  who  had  arrived,  and  were 
present,  might,  under  the  guidance  of  diffcMnt 
management,  iiave  succeeded  in  retarding  the 
enemy,  and,  with  the  aid  of  the  reinforcements 
hourly  expected,  in  finally  repulsing  him,  it  is  not 
for  me  to  decide  i  and  it  is  a  question  on  which 
even  military  men  may  not  perhaps  agree. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

O.  W.  CAMPBELL. 
Hon.  R.  M.  JoBHSOM,  d^c. 


SUBSISTING  THE  AJUIT. 
[Commonicatsd  to  the  Houses  Jaauaiy  S5, 181&] 

HOOSB  or  RBPBB8BNTATIVBa, 

November,  12,  iSlA, 

Sir:  I  am  fosiruoted  by  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs  to  ask  information  on  the  follow- 
ing points: 

1.  What  is  the  present  mode  of  subsisting  the 
army  9 

3.  If  by  contracts,  what  are  the  defects,  if  snyi 
and  the  remedy  ? 

3.  Whether  any  other  mode  can  be  adopted, 
combining,  in  a  greater  degree,  certainty  aua 
promptitude  with  economy  and  responsibility? 

4.  Whether  the  alternative  offered  by  law,  of 
substituting  commiaaaries  to  contIncton^  has  been 
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kdopted ;  and  if  yet,  what  hat  bceo  the  general 
retolt? 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration 
and  respect, 

a.  M.  TROUP. 


Wab  Dbpartmbht,  Dec  23, 1814. 

Sib:  Not  wishing  to  rely  altogether  on  my 
own  judgment  in  replying  to  your  inquiries  re- 
lating to  the  best  mode  of  subsisting  the  troops  of 
the  U  nited  Sutet,  I  ha?e  consulted  the  officers  of 
greatest  experience  who  were  within  my  reach, 
on  the  presumption  that  1  should  best  promote 
the  riews  of  the  committee,  br  collecting  all  the 
light  that  I  could  on  the  subject.  I  hare  the 
honor  now  to  submit  to  you  a  letter  from  Gkneral 
Scott,  one  from  Qeoeral  Qaines,  and  one  from 
Colonel  Fenwick,  which  meet  fully  those  inqui- 
ries in  erery  circumstance.  These  officers  gire 
a  decided  preference  to  the  system  of  supply  by 
commissaries,  in  preference  to  that  by  contractors ; 
and  I  hare  reason  to  believe  that  the  officers  gen- 
erally concur  with  them  in  that  preference.  It 
has  my  unqualified  assent- 
Should  the  proposed  plan  be  adopted,  it  will 
readily  occur  to  the  committee  that  the  commis- 
aariea  to  be  appointed  should  be  placed  on  a  Tery 
respectable  footing  i  so  high  a  trust  should  be  com- 
mitted to  such  of  our  ciiisent  only  as  are  most  dis- 
tinguished for  their  abilities,  their  patriotism,  and 
integrit]r«  I  shall  be  happy  to  furnish  details  on 
this  subject,  should  the  honorable  committee  de- 
sire it. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  MONROE. 
Hon.  Mr.  Tboop. 


Gmeral  Scotl^s  Eemarki. 

Obasrvationt  on  the  mode  of  subsisting  an  Army  by 
Contnol  and  by  Comfflisasriat 

The  first  method  is  believed  to  be  impolitic, 
and  is  vicious  in  time  of  war;  also  liable  to  many 
objections  in  a  state  of  peace.  In  time  of  war, 
contractors  mav  betray  an  army  ;  they  are  not 
confidential  and  responsible  agents,  appointed  by 
the  Qovernment.  The  principal  only  is  known 
to  the  War  Office,  and  therefore  may  be  sop- 
pMed  to  be  free  from  this  objection  j  but  his  dep- 
uties and  issuing  agents  are  appointed  without 
the  concurrence  or  knowledge  of  the  Gkoeral  or 
the  Gk)vernment.  The  deputies  or  issuing  agents 
are  necessarily  as  well  acquainted  with  the  nu- 
merical strength  of  the  army  to  which  they  are 
attached,  as  the  Adjutant  Qeneral  himself.  For 
a  bribe  they  may  communicate  this  intelligence 
to  the  enemy,  or  fail  to  make  issues  at  tome  crit- 
ical moment,  and  thus  defeat  the  best  views 
and  hopes  of  the  Commander-tn-cbief.  The 
movements  of  an  army  are  necessarily  subor- 
dinate to  its  means  of  subsistence ;  or,  as  Mar- 
shal Saie  expresses  it,  to  considerations  connected 
with  the  belly.  The  present  mode  of  subsisting 
our  armies,  pou  the  contractors  above  the  Gen- 


eral. If  a  contractor  corresponds  wiih  tkmsy, 
he  can  only  be  tried  by  the  civil  eowtsoftk 
United  States,  as  in  the  case  of  oiber^enaa 
charged  with  treason ;  (courts  mtnialhini^^ 
cided  that  contractors  do  not  come  wkii  ik 
meaning  of  the  €Oth  article  of  tbe  raladi^ 
tides  of  war ;)  and  if  a  contractor  fails  ucike 
issues,  he  can  only  be  punished  by  cinl  lem 
I  speak  of  cases  arising  within  the  ImiViik 
United  States.  In  the  enemy^ceoootryjo^ 
pose,  a  Qeneral  who  knows  bisdQtf,vaaiiM 
fail  to  hang  a  contractor  who  sboald.  bfjoLi 
neglect  or  corruption,  briog  soy  senou  ^ 
aster  upon  the  army.  A  suddea  ereBtrre^Mtlf 
obliges  a  General  to  order  troopi  toadisaiiud 
new  station ;  notice  is  given  to  thb  eoBtnea 
to  supply,  dbc. ;  but  the  lttter,fiDdiDg(iatpnsft 
arrangements  will  diminish  his  profits, jil«dii 
want  of  reasonable  notice.  Tbis  term  is  io^ 
nite,  and  if  the  General  and  eonUaetordife.s 
can  only  be  settled  by  a  court  of  conmoi  iiv- 
It  is  no  reply  to  his  objection  to  m^i^oii 
sudden  emergency,  like  that  sapposed-tbeGa- 
eral  may  appoint  a  special  agent  tonppi!)^ 
troops,  by  purchaces  on  aceonnt  of  the  Ci» 
States.  This  would  only  show  ibe  nfogsf 
of  a  commissariat. 

The  interests  of  the  contiactor  >rc  isFO* 
oppwition  to  those  of  the  troops.  Tk  dtv 
provided  by  the  contract  may  befoffieiaKopi^ 
vent  abuse,  if  the  officers  are  vi^filiot  ib^  ^ 
leisure  to  resort  to  those  checb;baivb« 
army  is  on  a  forced  march,  or  is  niMMnia?^ 
the  face  of  the  enemy,  the  coairtctor  hisiia* 
power  to  practise  many  impositioosviiiBft- 
nity,  as  in  the  case  of  an  army  or  dctteiioat"| 
dered  to  march  on  short  notice,  to  ukeritH 
subsistence  for  a  given  time.  Is  loeiiei^^*^ 
is  no  time  for  a  formal  i^urvey  or  ma^«^ 
tion  of  the  rations  oflfered  by  tbe  tnfnem^ 
cording  to  the  mode  pointed  oatiii^^^ 
The  contractor  avails  himself  of  ik^u?''": 
moment,  and  issues  provisions  <lcicittt^4^ 
tity  and  quality.  Unless  the  ratioBi,W««"J 
are  received  by  the  regimental  91^^^ 
are  surveyed  and  condemned,  tbere  it  ^i^ 

except  by  a  civil  action  on  ihs  ci«j^f\  a 
citixen  and  citixen.  Contractors,  te  kIor^ 
served,are  not  amenable  to  conruotruil  &  i 

option 
operates 

quentiy  ibtuv«Mi«c0«a  ^u^  ^«vhv.m*«  —       ^a 
bread  or  flour,  either  of  which  tbecootm^wj 
issue  at  pleasure.    Eighteen  oaoees of  mr 
yield  twenty-seven  of  bread ;  lberefpTe,wn    . 
soldier  finds  it  convenient  to  bike  bu  ovd  k^^ 
or  to  commute  his  flour  for  twenty  %^'*"L| 
ounces  of  bread,  the  contractor  wiU »» "JJ 
to  issue  flour,  because  he  too  finds »( ^    ^ 
venience,and  reserves  to  himself  ibepw,^ 
der  other  circumstances,  when  boib  iw  *^ 
and  contractor  find  it  inconfenienioriioP'^^ 
to  bake  bread,  the  latter  avails  l»"»^'*,Li 
lion,  and  issues  flour.    Under  ibis  oscer^. 
is  impossible  for  the  General  to  c^r^ 
march  with  precision.    When  tbe  txoof^^ 
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our  inscesd  of  breads  more  time  must  be  allowed 
>r  cookingr.  It  is  this  option  which  preveotfl  the 
feneral  from  obligioy  the  contractor  to  provide 
lagazines  of  hard  bread  fur  prompt  moTements 
3d  expeditions^  in  which  bread  wagons  cannot 
How  the  troops.  Hard  bread  occupies,  com- 
iratiTely,  but  little  space.  To  attain  an  import- 
it  object,  every  soldier  mav  very  well  carry  in 
8  harersack  nve  or  six  days'  bread  (without 
eat)  and  thus  march  more  than  one  hundred 
iles  independent  of  ovens,  wagons,  or  contrac- 
rs.  Our  armies  have  sometimes  been  supplied 
ith  hard  bread  in  the  following  manner:  The 
ntractor  delivers  flour,  and  has  credit  for  so 
any  rations  of  that  article  as  are  contained  in 
e  barrels  delivered  at  once.  The  duartermas- 
r  General  causes  the  flour  to  be  converted  into 
ird  bread,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 
be  bread  is  then  turned  over  to  the  contractor, 
ho  issues  it  to  the  troops,  receiving  a  certain  per 
ntage  for  his  trouble.  Notbingcan  more  clearly 
tmonstrate  the  necessity  of  appointing  commis- 
riats  to  supply  the  army  in  the  place  of  con* 
actors.    It  »  almost  impossible  for  the  General 

compel  the  contractor  to  supply  the  troops  re- 
ilarly  with  soap  and  vinegar  (component  parts 

the  rations^  l^cause  the  trouble  of  procuring 
em  generally  exceeds  the  contract  prices  of 
ite  ar  tides ;  and  yet,  nothing  can  be  more  es- 
itial  Lo  the  cleanliness  and  health  of  troops, 
le  con  tractor  generally  endeavors  to  give  whis- 
f  in  the  way  of  commutation,  which  costs  the 
icers  much  exertion  to  prevent.  If  the  contract 
Item  is  continued, I  would  recommend  diminish- 
l  the  allowance  for  whiskey,  and  the  reverse 

vinegpr,  soap,  and  candles. 
[t  would  be  endless  to  trace  the  petty  villanies 
lich  contractors  are  daily  tempted  to  commit, 
the  prejudice  of  the  troops,  arising  out  of  this 
po^iticpn  of  interests  before  noticed.  The  in- 
ests  of*  the  contractor  put  him  perpetually  on 
!  alert:.  The  vigilance  of  the  officer  is  some- 
les  necessarily  relaxed.  There  is  no  such  op- 
sition  between  duty  and  interest  in  the  ease  of 
nmissjtriats,  wbopurchaseaad  issue  on  account 

Qovernment.  A  commissary,  if  destitute  of 
iracter,  might  be  disposed  to  charge  the  Gov- 
iment  more  for  a  barrel  of  whiskejr,  or  a  bul- 
k, or  flour,  than  the  article  cost  him;  but  it 

I  never  be  his  interest  to  impose  unsound  pro- 
ions  on  the  troops.  It  is  presumed  that,  if 
commissariat  be  resorted  to,  the  officers  com- 
nog  it  will  be  appointed  on  the  usual  evidences 
character,  and  subjected  to  martial  law.    It 

II  not  be  necessary  to  give  them  rank,  except 
it  respects  each  other,  as  Commissary  Gen- 
1,  Deputy  and  Assistant  Commissary  General, 
ch  is  the  practice  in  the  French  and  English 
oies. 

W.  SCOTT. 


neral  Qaines'g  vemarkM  on  CotUrcuUfor  Pro" 

liB :  I  regret  to  be  under  the  neceraity  of  tron- 
tg  you  with  complaints,  but  my  own  exertions 


to  enforce  the  contract,  and  insure  r^ular  supplies 
of  rations,  having  failed,  I  am  compelled  to  resort 
to  this  mode  of  seeking  a  remedy. 

The  sub-contractor  at  Wilmington  has  not  fui^ 
nished  a  day's  rations  for  near  two  weeks  paat* 
The  sub-contractor  at  Bitlioffsport,  New  Jersey, 
as  well  as  the  one  at  Marcus  Hook,  our  principal 
encampment,  have,  in  defiance  of  my  frequeot 
orders  and  threats,  and  contrary  to  their  oontracL. 
contrived  to  palm  upon  the  troops  the  coarsest  ano 
cheapest  provisions,  and  such  as  are  often  dam- 
aged.   To  effect  this  criminal  species  of  specula- 
tion, they  keep  itk  store  little  more,  and  often  not 
as  much,  as  is  necessary  to  meet  the  returns  fron^ 
day  to  day;  hence  the  troops  are  often  compelled, 
to  draw  damaged  provisions  or  draw  none  at  all.- 
This  conduct,  on  the  part  ot  the  sub- con  tractors^ 
occasioned  yesterday,  at  Marcus  Hook,  such  se-- 
rious  disorders  in  some  of  the  eorps^  that  it  be* 
came  necessary  to  confine  two  young  officers,  and 
some  twenty  men ;  and  I  this  evening  received  a 
report  from  Billingsport,  that  the  troops  there 
have  been  all  day  without  provisions,  the  rationa 
offered  for  issue  in  the  morning  being  so  much 
damaged  as  to  require  their  condemnation.    I 
have  inst  now  purchased  and  forwarded  a  supply* 
The  New  Jersey  militia  are  very  orderly. 

I  have  uniformly  given  the  best  attention  in  my 
power,  ever  since  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
to  the  supply  of  rations,  and  the  conduct  of  con* 
tractors;  and  if  I  were  called  before  Heaven  t» 
answer  whether  we  have  not  lost  more  men  by 
the  badness  of  provisiona  than  by  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  I  should  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  we 
had.  And  if  asked  what  causes  have  tended  most 
to  retard  our  military  operations,  and  repress  that 
high  spirit  of  enterprise  for  which  the  American 
soldiers  are  pre-eminently  distinguished,  and  the 
indulgence  of  which  would  not  fail  to  veteranize 
our  troops  by  the  annoyance  and  destruction  of 
the  enemy.  I  should  say,  the  irregularity  in  the 
supply,  and  badness  of  the  rations,  have  been  thjB 
principal  causes. 

Original  contractors  seem  to  be  a  privileged 
order  of  men,  who,  by  virtue  of  the  profits  of  the 
contract,  are  elevated  above  the  droagery  which 
a  common-sense  view  of  the  contract  would  seem 
to  impose  on  them.  They  take  care  to  secure  to 
themselves  at  least  one  cent  per  ration,  leaving  a 
second  and  sometimes  a  third  order  of  miserable 
under-contractors  to  perform  the  duties, and  each 
of  these  must  calculate  on  making  money.  Thus 
the  contract,  after  being  duly  entered  into  at 
Washington,  is  bid  off,  until  it  falls  into  the  hands 
of  men  who  are  forced  to  bear  certain  loss  and 
ultimate  ruin,  or  commit  frauds  by  furnishing 
damaged  provisions.  They  generally  choose  the 
latter,  though  it  should  tend  to  destroy  the  Army. 
I  know  the  opinion  of  no  officer  on  this  subject 
who  does  not  think  with  me. 

It  is  true,  that,  in  most  cases  where  purchases 
have  been  ordered  by  the  General,  on  the  failurea 
of  the  contractor,  the  provisions  have  cost  more 
than  the  ordinary  contract  price.  But  this  proves 
nothing  in  favor  of  the  contract  system ;  but,  Oo 
the  contrary,  proves  that  the  contractor, when  una* 
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hia  to  pttrchtte  ImIow  tlie  contract  price,  with- 
4nLW9  himself  from  the  serrice,  aod  leftves  the 
troops  to  suffer,  or  be  supplied  by  order  of  the 
Cteneral,  with  little  or  do  previous  notice,  so  that 
tlie  purehasioff  officer  is  obliged  to  take  what  can 
be  got,  at  the  oigbest  prices.  And  these  failures 
generally  take  ^ace  when  near  the  enemy,  and 
where  regular  supplies  are  most  wanted.    The 

Corchnses  are  ordered  by  the  General,  and  made 
y  the  officers  when  their  time  is  moat  precious, 
md  their  attention  constantly  called  to  tneir  reg> 
«lnr  duties.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  in 
Vftin  to  expect  purchases  at  very  low  prices.  But 
if,  instead  of  a  contractor,  a  commiasioned  officer 
should  be  authorised  to  supply  the  rations  at  the 
original  cost  of  the  provisions,  and  should  be 
nUowed  a  little  time  to  look  out  for  the  best  mar- 
Iwts,  and  be  enabled  by  punctual  pavmenu  to  sop* 
port  the  public  credit.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
avppHee  would  not  only  be  good  and  regular,  but 
even  lower  than  they  can  m  under  any  contract 
aystem.  .Commissioned  officers  only  should  be 
employed  in  this  duty — men  who  stand  most  soi« 
cmnlj  pledced  to  serve  the  United  States  honestly 
and  faithfully,  and  to  obey  order^^men  who  may 
bo  cashiered  or  capitally  punished  by  military 
law,  for  neglect  of  duty,  or  for  fraudulent  piao- 
Ikes. 

I  feel  persuaded  that  I  could,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  one  of  the  general  staff,  and  (he  regimental 
qnartermasters,  supply  the  troops  altogether  aod 
completely,  without  being  more  frequently  called 
from  my  other  duties  than  the  nefflects  in  the 
•ontractor's  department  have  usually  called  me. 
If  yon  should  deem  an  experiment  desirable,  I  will 
most  cheerfully  undertake  it,  and  pledge  myself 
tfcai  the  rations  shall  not  cost  more  than  eighteen 
emits,  and  probably  not  so  much. 

I  havo  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  six, 
four  obedient  servant, 

R.  P.  GAINES. 
Hon.  Jmmem  MoNRon,  fiSoc'ry  ^  War. 


€hhndFhimck^srtmark8(m»uppipng  the  Army 

wiih  protmons. 

Wasbiuqtoii,  Dec.  23, 1814. 

.  In.oonformity  with  your  commands,  I  have  the 
konor  of  reporting  to  you  the  present  means  of  vic- 
Inalling  our  Army  by  contract,  the  impositions  and 
teger  attending  such  a  mode  of  supply,  aod  the 
neaeesity  of  desiroyiog  the  evil  by  substituting  a 
commissariat. 

Con  tracts  are  never  fulfilled  to  the  letter,  and  ne* 
for  will  be  so  long  as  avarice  exists.  And,  where 
ao  many  opportunities  present  themselves  to  the 
military  contractor  for  imposition  and  frand,  we 
most  expect  he  will  avail  himself  of  them.  That 
bis  fortune  may  be  made  with  too  great  rapidity 
for  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  soldier,  every 
f xpedient  is  resorted  to  to  increase  his  profits. 
Bread  half  baked,  sour  flour,  damaged  meat,  are 
amooffst  the  many  resources  they  employ.  More 
than  half  the  issues  are  made  without  the  smaller 
parts  of  the  rations.  Vinegar,  soap,  and  candles, 
ajra  retained  under  the  most  frivolous  excuses; 


and  you  are,  sir,  sensible  how  oosduifetctN 
soldier's  lieahh  most  be  both  sospudriaepi 
These  evils  I  have  witnessed  in  ererj ptrtoftk 
country.  Seldom  could  the  Wtoi^bentoei 
becaose  the  commanding  officer  hadnotiftejDaK 
the  abuse  could  not  be  punished;  thewtiKtor 
was  beyond  his  control.  Disconteatisaated 
amooffst  the  men,  but  compUiot  is  ate  (aid 
unprofitable ;  for,  if  the  provisions iit  eoMiaMi 
the  agent  is  so  dilatory  in  leplacing  tkck 
the  men  get  no  food  for  the  greater  panif  er^ 
whole  of  that  day.*  These  are  tlie  tasa  a 
complaint  with  the  Army,  and  the  best-^ 
operations  may  be  frustrated  bf  the  petrms 
tardy  contractor,  or  his  dishoDcst  agent, fkt( 
base  enough  to  defraud  the  soldier,  v«>ii  ii 
equalljf  so  in  communicating  with  the  eaesr 
The  history  of  all  the  wars  in  Europe  is  bi{i£ 
treachery,  whenever  a  Power  dep«oded  tix  a 
supplies  on  contractors.  Numerooi  are  i^  i 
stances  of  failures  of  expediuoDs  in  tbewsna 
Marlborough  and  Frederick.  Contractonortsd: 
agents  were  the  principals  io  the  misui;^  I: 
our  own  campaignst  we  havesireidjeipenfKe 
this  evil.  Many  other  reasons  mieht  be id^stf 
how  aod  why  supplies  will  fail,il  thiisTjseB£: 
conuact  is  continued.  It  does  sot  exitfiiUf 
army  in  Europe.  It  has  proves  itielf  (i^(^ 
and  expensive  in  a  high  degree.  EresikBo:* 
ish,  riveted  as  they  are  to  old  habiti,^^^ 
compelled  to  abandon  it,  aod  assame  tkeoesp' 
sariat  of  the  Continent.  Lord  Weliiogux^ 
of  the  impossibility  of  sappjriDg  bu  ^^^ 
Spain  by  any  other  means.  There  is  Dotaa- 
cer  or  soldier  in  the  Army  who  wwld  eo;^; 
tion  you  to  do  away  this  destiaetiresfiieai^. 
substitute  commissaries,  who  would  be  ttf»^^ 
by  feeling,  honor,  and  the  fear  of  diigfaec- 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  withrerfgnX'^ 
spect  and  coasideraiioa,  your  obedieK^'^ 

JOHN  R.  m^^^ 


RELATIVE  POWERS  OF  THB  ^}^ 
AND  STATE  GOYERNHSITTB  OYB  i«* 
MIUnA. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  FebotfT^^^^^ 
Mr.  GiLBO  made  the  followiag  leporf-  . 
The  Committee  of  the  Seaats  oa  MW  ^ 
faira,  understanding  that  serioas  ^"^'^^^'^ 
opinion  exisud  between  the  Eieeotiretoj^ 
of  the  United  States  and  the  sathoiitiei  ot  k^ 
of  the  individual  States,  respeetiog  ^  ^ 
powers  of  the  Qeneral  and  Sute  ^^Z^ 
over  the  militia,  deemed  it  an  iBCombeaf'^^^ 
them  to  call  for  information  upon  ^*°^  -,'| 
teresiing  subject,  with  a  view  of  iBierp«*V 
found  practicable,  some  legislative  P'^^Jf!!^ 
the  mutual  accommodation  of  soch  cm^^ 
For  this  purpose,  on  the  7ih  Jinoaij !»'' '^ 
tue  of  instructions  from  the  comiBittre,  t 

*  Oocnned  at  New  York. 

t  At  Black  CiMk,  Ujfper  Csnsds. 
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s  addressed  to  the  hoBorabie  Secretary  for  the 
partment  of  War,  a  copy  of  which  accompa- 
s  this  report;  and,  ia  reply  thereto,  the  com- 
;tee  received  from  him  the  letter  and  docaments 
icb  also  accompany  this  report. 
Llthoagh  the  retarn  of  peace  has,  for  the  pres- 
,  relieved  the  oonimitteefrom  the  necessity  of 
vidiDg  a  legislative  remedy  for  these  unforia- 
s  differcDces,  yet  the  committee  conceive  that 
points  in  question  are  of  vital  importaaee  to 
essential  rights  and  powers  of  the  Govern* 
It  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  preten- 
is  of  the  authorities  of  the  States  of  Massar 
setts,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island,  set  up 
opposition  thereto,  if  now  acquiesced  in,  might 
"esumed  by  the  State  authorities  in  the  event 
I  future  war,  and  thus  deprive  the  Government 
he  United  States  of  some  of  its  most  efficient 
timate  means  of  prosecuting  such  war  with 
or  and  effi?ct;  the  committee  have  therefore 
aght  proper  to  present  the  papers  concerning 
>  subject  to  the  Senate,  for  consideration. 
V^hilst  the  committee  will  refrain  from  enter- 
in  to  arguments  to  fortify  the  grounds  taken 
the  Bxecutive  Government  oo  this  subject, 
explained  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  for 
Department  of  War,  they  feel  themselves  im- 
ed  by^  a  sense  of  justice  to  express  a  decided 
robation  of  its  conduct,  in  supporting  and  pre- 
JQg  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
inst  the  effects  of  the  pretensions  of  the  State 
iiorities  aforesaid,  which,  after  full  considera« 
I,  the  committee  believe  not  warranted  by  the 
istitutioD,nor  deducible  from  any  fair  and  jnst 
xpretation  of  its  principles  and  objects.  The 
(ct  and  ioeviiable  tendencies  of  those  preteur 
IS,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  would  be, 
leprive  the  Government  of  the  United  Suites 
powers  essentially  necessary  to  insure  the 
imon  defence,  one  of  the  great  objects  eom- 
ted  to  its  charge ;  to  introduce  discordant  and 
iradictory  counsels  into  the  national  delibera- 
ks,  upon  a  point,  too,  of  all  others,  most  re- 
ring  union  of  thought  and  of  action ;  to  change 
fundamental  character  of  the  Constitution 
If,  and  thus  eventually  to  produce  its  destruc- 
I,  by  debilitating  the  Government,  and  render- 
it.  incompeteot  to  the  great  objects  of  its 
itution;  and  to  snbstitale  ia  its  stead  the  dis- 
nabermenl  of  these  United  States,  with  all  the 
rible  consequences  respectively  resulting  from 
mion. 


Committee  Chamber,  Jdn,  7, 1815. 

iiR :  The  Committee  of  the  Senate  on  Military 
airs  having  observed  that  differences  ezisT  be- 
!en  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  and  of 
le  of  the  individual  States,  respecting  the  rela- 
>  command  of  the  officers  of  the  regular  army 
1  of  the  militia,  when  called  to  act  together  in 
tain  cases,  has  instructed  me  to  ask  for  such 
'rmcttion  upon  that  subject  as  may  be  in  pos- 
ion  of  your  Department ;  and  to  inquire  whe- 
-,  in  your  judgment,  some  legislative  provisions 
ht  not  be  adopted,  which  wopld  tend  to  heal 


such  differences,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
others  from  the  same  cause,  and  to  fhciliuite  the 
operations  of  your  Department  in  that  respect? 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  aecept  assurances  of  my  high 
consideration,  d^c* 

WM.  B.  GILES, 

Hon.  Jab,  Monroe, 

Secretary  qf  War. 


Dbpartmbnt  or  War,  fleb.  11, 1815. 

Sib:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  7th  ultimo,  stating  that  the  Military 
Committee  of  the  Senate  had  observed  that  diffi- 
culties had  arisen  between  the  authorities  of  the 
United  States  and  some  of  the  individual  States, 
respecting  the  relative  command  of  the  officers 
of  the  regular  army  and  of  the  militia,  when  called 
to  act  together,  and  were  desirous  of  such  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  as  this  Department  might 
pKMsess,  and  of  its  opinion  whether  some  legisla- 
tive provisions  might  not  be  adopted  which  would 
tend  to  heal  such  differences,  to  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  the  like  for  the  same  causes,  and  to  fa- 
cilitate the  operations  of  the  Department  in  other 
respectsL 

My  late  indisposition  will,  I  trust,  explain  satis* 
factorily  to  the  committee  the  cause  of  the  delay 
of  my  answer,  which  I  have  much  regretted. 

In  complying  with  the  request  of  the  commit- 
tee, it  has  appeared  to  me  advisable  to  communi- 
cate all  the  documents  in  this  Department  rela- 
ting to  the  objects  of  its  inquiry.  By  a  detailed 
view  of  the  several  measures  which  have  been 
adopted  by  the  President,  since  the  war,  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  in  discharge  of  the  duties 
imposed  on  him  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States;  of  the  objections  to  those 
measures  by  the  Executives  of  some  of  the  States; 
and  of  the  correspondence  between  this  Depart- 
ment ajud  the  military  authorities  acting  under 
it,  with  the  Executives  of  such  States,  the  com- 
mittee will  see  the  grounds  of  the  differences 
which  have  attracted  attention^  and  be  enabled 
to  judge  how  far  any  legislative  interposition 
may  be  useful  or  proper. 

The  paper  A  contains  a  copy  of  the  letters  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Governors  of  the 
several  States,  detailing  their  respective  quotas 
of  militia,  under  the  acts  of  Congress. 

B  is  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the  Seeretary  of  War 
to  the  Military  Committees  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  bearing  date  on  the 
21st  day  of  December,  1812,  communicating  a 
division  of  the  United  States  into  military  dis- 
tricts, then  contemplated  by  the  Department  of 
War,  with  the  reasons  for  it ;  which  division,  with 
certain  modifications,  was  afterwards  adopted. 
This  report  treats  on  some  subjects  not  imme- 
diately within  the  scope  of  the  call  of  the  com- 
mittee, yet,  treating  in  all  its  parts  on  the  import- 
ant subject  of  defence,  and  thereby  intimately 
connected  with  the  object  of  the  call,  I  have 
thought  that  a  view  of  the  whole  paper,  at  this 
time,  would  ngt  be  ana<;ceptable. 
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C  is  a  copy  of  the  answers  of  the  Governors  of 
several  of  the  States  to  the  Department  of  War, 
on  the  reqaUitions  made  for  parts  of  their  quotas 
of  militia  under  the  seyeral  acts  of  Congress,  and 
of  the  correspondence  which  passed  between  them 
and  the  Department  of  War,  and  commanders  of 
the  military  districts,  acting  under  it,  within 
which  those  States  were. 

D  is  a  eopY  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
Governor  or  New  Jersey  and  the  Department  of 
War,  relating  to  the  appointment  of  the  Governor 
of  New  Yora  to  the  command  of  the  military 
district  No.  3;  a  copy  of  this  correspondence  is 
presented,  to  communicate  to  the  committee  every 
circumstance  that  has  occurred  relating  to  the 
command  of  the  militia  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

It  appears  by  these  documents^  that  the  Gov* 
ernors  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode 
Island,  have  objected  to  the  requisitions  made  on 
their  several  States,  for  parts  of  their  respective 
quotas  of  militia,  on  the  following  grounds :  1st. 
That  the  President  has  no  power  to  make  a  requi- 
sition for  any  portion  of  the  militia,  for  either  of 
the  purposes  specified  by  the  Constitution,  unless 
the  Executive  of  the  State,  on  whose  militia  such 
call  is  made,  admits  that  the  case  alleged  exists, 
and  approves  the  call.  2d.  That,  when  the  mili- 
tia of  a  State  should  be  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  no  officer  of  the  regular  army 
had  a  right  to  command  them,  or  other  person, 
not  an  officer  of  the  militia,  except  the  President 
of  the  United  States  in  person.  These  being  the 
only  difficulties  which  nave  arisen  between  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States  and  the  Execu- 
tives of  any  of  the  individual  States,  relative  to 
the  command  of  the  militia,  known  to  this  De- 
partment, are,  it  is  presumed,  those  respecting 
which  the  comtnittee  has  asked  information. 

By  these  documents  it  is  also  shown,  that  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  militia  were  called  out  by  the 
Executives  of  these  States,  and  a  part  of  them 
put  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  These 
doctrines  were  nevertheless  adhered  to.  I  do  not 
go  into  a  detail  on  these  points,  deeming  it  unne- 
cessary, at  all  the  facts  will  be  found  in  the 
documents. 

Respecting,  as  I  do,  and  always  have  done,  the 
rights  of  the  individual  States,  and  believing  that 
the  preservation  of  those  rights,  in  their  full  ex- 
tent, accordiiig  to  a  just  construction  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  Constitution,  is  necessary  to  the  ex- 
istence of  our  Union,  and  of  free  government  in 
these  States^  I  take  a  deep  interest  in  every  ques- 
tion which  involves  such  high  considerations.  I 
have  no  hesitation,  however,  in  declaring  it  as 
my  opinion,  that  the  construction  given  to  the 
Constitution,  by  the  Executives  of  these  States, 
is  repugnant  to  its  principles,  and  of  dangerous 
tendency. 

By  the  Constitution,  Congress  has  power  to 
provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute 
the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and 
repel  invasions ;  to  provide  for  organizing,  arra- 
iog,  and  disciplioing  the  miliiia,  and  for  govern- 
ing such  parr  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in 


the  service  of  the  United  States,  roerTio't:^ 
States,  respectively,  the  appoiotme&iof  tk^ 
cers,  and  the  authority  of  training  the Bilima^ 
cording  to  the  discipline  prescribedlrCoB^ 

The  President  in  likewise  mideCoaBu^e- 
in-Chief  of  the  Armv  and  NarfofikU 
States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  seTo!  Sain, 
when  called  into  the  actual  service  of  ikCiiid 
States. 

The  power  which  is  thus  gireB  toC«^ 
by  the  people  of  the  United  Sutei,topnir^k 
calling  forth  the  militia,  for  the  parpoKs^^Ki^i 
in  the  Constitution,  is  uneoDdiiiofiiL  lisi 
complete  power,  vested  in  the  National GpRn* 
menr,  extending  to  all  these  purposes.  If  stvs 
dependent  on  the  assent  of  the  BxecDtiresciJe 
individual  States,  it  might  be  eotireif  frv^t 
The  character  of  the  GovemmeotwoaUdqi 
an  entire  and  radical  change.  The  Sate  It 
cutives  might  deny  that  the  ease  bid  oeeiirB 
which  justified  the  call,  and  withhold  the  eiii3 
from  the  service  of  the  General  GorenaesL 

It  was  obviously  the  intention  of  ikfnsta 
of  the  Constitution,  that  these  power!,Tfii(^i 
the  General  Government,  shoold  be  lak^ 
of  the  States'  authorities,  and  adeqQi»»^ 
ends  proposed.  Terms  more  eomprebeaROu 
those  which  have  been  used  cannot  vtilbt:9^ 
ceived.  Congress  shall  have  power  »?f^ 
for  calling  forth  Che  militia  to  execoie  Ue^^ 
of  the  Union.  What  laws?  AUhfi*^ 
may  be  constitutionally  made.  Wh<tenfhn 
are  adopted  for  that  purpose,  wiibi&t^)^ 
scope  of  that  power,  which  do  not  Tidate v  » 
straints  provided  in  favor  of  the  great  foHUBB- 
tal  principles  of  liberty,  are  CoostiiBtiisii,ia 
ought  to  be  obeyed.  They  hareariflit^P 
vide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  sopfsii- 
sorreetions.  This  right  is  also  m^^  J 
extends  to  every  case  of  insurrecROi<^^ 
legitimate  authority  of  the  Uoiirf  Siifii  « 
may  be  said  that  the  GovernmcKiHr*^" 


authority,  and  force  the  people  iam 
in  defence  of  their  rights.    I  do  aot  m  ti»| 
this  is  a  probable  danger  under  oor  syitea,  ^ 
that  It  is  the  mode  of  redress,  eves  if  sfo^ 
should  be  practised,  which  a  free  peoi^-PT 
of  their  rights,  ought  to  resort  ta  Twt^ 
which  they  have  to  change  their  represeaaf^ 
in  the  Legislative  and  Executive  braselie^^J 
Government,  at  short  intervals,  and.  ik|;„ 
the  whole  system  of  measnrei,  if  ^^7  71 
think  proper,  is  an  ample  secaritf  igv^V 
abuse,  and  a  remedy  for  it,  if  it  should  e»ff<^ 
Congress  have  also  a  right  to  proT»<^*||f  ^ 
forth  the  militia  to  repel  invasions.  ThW 
by  fair  construction,  is,  in  my  jn<^P''**''V"  ^ 
emplification  of  the  power  om  the  ojaj*^ 
enable  the  Government  to  prosecaw  jw 
with  efiect,  and  not  the  limitation  ^y^^j 
construction,  to  the  special  case  of  a  d<*^ 
the  enemy  on  any  particular  part  Oi  ojf -^ 
tory.    War  exists ;  the  enemy  ii  P®**"'  ^ 
preparations  are  extensive ;  we  tnaf  ex^  ;^ 
attacks  in  many  quarters.    Shall  ^J^Z/d 
peetators  of  the  dangers  which  ^^ 


active  spectator! 
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rithoDt  mtking  the  arraogemcott  taggested 
3  ordinary  inslinetive  foresighr,  for  our  de* 
i  ?  A  reffuiar  army^  io  sofficieDt  extent,  may 
zist.  The  militia  is  the  principal  resonree, 
possible  that  a  free  people  would  thus  tnten- 
11  y  trammel  a  QoTernmeot  which  they  had 
ed  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  them  in  their 
ank,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  rights, 
latioD,  tgainst  the  encroachments  of  other 
>rs,  more  especially  after  they  had  experienced 
'eliance  could  not  be  placed  on  the  States 
idually,  and  that,  without  a  Qeneral  Qoy- 
ent,  thus  endowed,  their  best  interests  would 
icriliced,  and  eren  their  independence  inse« 
?  A  necessary  consequence  of  so  complete 
ibsolute  a  restraint  on  the  power  of  the  Gen- 
3overnment  over  the  militia,  would  be  to 
the  United  States  to  resort  to  standing  ar- 

for  all   national    purposes.    A  policy  so 

;ht  with  mischief,  and  so  absurd,  ought  not 

imputed  loafree  people  in  this  enlightened 

It  ought  not,  more  especially,  to  be  im- 
1  to  the  good  people  of  these  States.  Such 
nstruction  of  the  Constitution  is,  in  my 
ion,  repugnant  to  their  highest  interests,  to 
inequivocal  intention  of  its  framers,  and  to 
just  and  obTious  import  of  the  instrument 

• 

le  construction  giren  to  the  Coostitutiooi  by 
ilzecutive  is  sanctioned  by  legislative  author* 
t>y  the  practice  of  the  Government,  and  by 
ssent  and  acquiescence  of  ail  the  States,  since 
doption  of  the  Constitution,  to  the  period  of 
late  unhappy  differences,  respecting  which 
committee  has  desired  to  be  informed.  By 
aw  of  1795^  the  President  is  authorized  to 
forth  the  militia,  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
e  Constitution,  by  a  direct  application  to  the 
ia  officers,  without  any  communication  with, 
ference  to,  the  Executives  of  the  individual 
iSj  and  penalties  are  prescribed  for  carrying 
aw  into  effect,  should  resort  to  them  be  neces- 
It  merits  attention,  in  regard  to  the  ques* 
under  consideration,  that  the  power  given  to 
President  to  call  forth-  the  militia,  not  made 
ndent,  by  this  law,  on  the  fact  of  an  invasion 
Qg  actually  occurred,  but  takes  effect  in  case 
iminent  danser  of  it.  In  the  year  17^5,  the 
ident  of  the  united  States,  on  the  certificate 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  that  an  insor- 
on  existed  in  the  western  parts  of  Pennsyl- 
a,  called  out  the  militia  of  the  several  States 
iding  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania,  to  suppress 
ivhicKcall  was  obeyed*  In  this  instance,  the 
It  of  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  to  the 
.enceof  an  insurrection  was  not  asked.  Gen« 
Washington,  who  then  held  the  office  of 
if  Magistrate,  relied  exclusively  on  the  pow« 
»f  the  General  Gk>vernmeot  for  the  purpose. 

opinion  of  the  same  Chief  Magutrate,  of  the 
er  of  the  General  Government  over  the  mill* 
¥as  also  made  known  by  another  distinguished 
>f  his  Administration.    By  a  report  of  Gen- 

Knox,  the  then  Secretary  of  War,  to  Con- 
I,  this  doctrine  is  maintained  to  the  utmost  ex- 

and  exemplifications  of  it  insisted  on,  which 


prove  that,  from  the  nature  of  our  p«)pulation,the 
militia  was  the  force  which,  in  tiis  judgment, 
ought  principally  to  be  relied  on  for  all  national 
purposes. 

In  the  instances  under  consideration,  powers 
are  granted  to  Congress  for  specified  purposes,  in 
distinct  terms.  A  risht  to  carry  powers,  thus 
granted,  into  effect,  follows  of  course.  The  Gov- 
ernment to  whom  they  are  granted  must  judge 
of  the  means  necessary  for  the  purpose,  subject 
to  the  checks  provided  by  the  system.  It  adopts 
a  measure  authorized,  supervises  its  execution, 
and  sees  the  impediments  to  it.  It  has  a  right  to 
amend  the  law  to  carry  the  power  into  effect. 
If  any  doubt  existed  on  this  point,  in  any  case, 
on  general  principles,  and  I  see  cause  for  none,  it 
cannot  in  the  present — ^a  power  having  been  ex- 
plicitly granted  to  Congress,  by  the  Constitution, 
to  pass  all  necessary  and  proper  laws  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  powers  which  are  vested  in 
the  General  Gtovemment. 

Equally  unfounded,  in  ray  opinion,  is  the  other 
objection  of  the  Ezecutives  of  the  States  above- 
mentioned,  that  when  the  militia  of  a  State  are 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  no 
officer  of  the  regular  army,  or  other  person,  not  a 
militia  officer,  except  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  persoOf  has  a  right  to  command  them. 

When  tne  militia  are  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  all  State  authority  over  them 
ceases.  They  constitute  a  part  of  the  national 
force,  for  the  time,  as  essentially  as  do  the  troopa 
of  the  regular  army.  Like  the  regular  troops, 
they  are  paid  by  the  nation.  Like  them,  .their 
operations  are  directed  by  the  same  Government. 
The  circumstance,  that  the  officers  of  the  militia 
are  appointed  by,  and  trained  under,  the  authority 
of  the  Slate,  individually,  (which  must,  howevevi 
be  done  according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by 
Congress,)  produces  no  effect  on  the  great  charac- 
ter of  our  ]X)litical  institutions,  or  on  the  charae- 
ter  and  duties  of  the  militia,  when  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

That  the  President,  alone,  has  a  rifht  to  com- 
mand the  militia  in  person  when  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  that  no  officer 
of  the  regular  army  can  take  the  command  in  his 
absence,  is  a  construction  for  which  I  can  set 
nothing' in  the  Constitution  to  afford  the  slightest 
pretext.  Is  it  inferred  from  the  circumstancei 
that  he  is  appointed  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
militia  when  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  1  The  same  clause  appoints  him  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States.  In  construction  of  law  he  is  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, though  not  present.  His  pres- 
ence is  not  contemplated  in  either  case.  Equally 
necessary  is  it  in  the  one  as  in  the  other,  what 
has  been  the  practice  under  the  Constitution,  com- 
mencing with  the  first  Chief  Magistrate,  and  pur- 
suing it  under  his  successors,  to  the  present  timel 
Has  any  President  ever  commanded,  in  person, 
either  the  land  and  naval  forces,  or  the  militia? 
Is  it  not  known  that  the  power  to  do  it  is  vested 
in  him,  principally,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  him 
the  control  over  the  military  and  naval  opera- 
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tiooi,  btiog  B  aeeessary  atuibote  p£  the  eztentiTe 
bruieh  of  the  QovemnwDt  ?  That,  although  he 
might  take  the  conunand  of  all  the  forcea  uoder 
it,  no  Pretident  has  ever  done  it  ?  That  a  provi* 
aioB  for  the  aetnal  eomniand  is  ao  object  of  legis- 
latire  reguiation,  aod  the  seleetion  of  the  person 
to  whom  committird  of  exeeative  discretioD. 

Under  the  commander,  ali  officers  of  every  spe* 
etes  of  service  and  corps,  regular  and  militia, 
acting  together,  take  rank  with  common  consent, 
attd  perfect  harmony,  according  to  an  article  of 
war,  sanctioned  by  the  Constitution.  By  this 
article,  the  officers  of  the  regular  army  take  rank 
of  those  of  the  militia  of  the  same  grade,  without 
regard  to  the  dates  of  their  commissions,  and  offi* 
oers  of  any  and  every  grade  of  the  militia  take 
rank  of  all  officers  of  mferior  grade  of  the  regular 
amy.  When  these  troops  serve  together  they 
constitute  but  one  national  force.  They  are  gov- 
erned by  the  same  articles  of  war.  The  details 
for  detachment,  guard,  or  any  other  service,  are 
made  from  them  equally.  They  are,  in  truth, 
blended  together,  as  much  as  are  the  troops  of 
the  regular  army  when  acting  by  themselves 
only. 

The  idea  advanced  by  the  honorable  Judges  of 
Uassachusetts,  that,  where  the  regular  troops 
and  militia,  act  together,  and  are  commanded  w 
person  by  the  President,  who  withdraws,  there 
ean  be  no  chief  commander,  of  right,  of  either 
species  of  force,  over  the  whole,  but  that  the  reg- 
ulars and  militia,  as  implied,  may  even  be  con- 
s&dertd  as  allied  forces,  is  a  consequence  of  the 
construction  for  which  they  contend.  It  poshes 
the  doctrine  of  State  rights  further  than  I  have 
ever  known  it  to  be  carried  in  any  other  instance. 
It  is  only  in  the  case  of  Powers  who  are  com- 
pletely independent  of  each  other,  and  wlio  main- 
tain armies,  and  prosecute  war,  against  a  com- 
mon enemy,  for  objects  equally  distinct  and 
isdependeat,  that  this  doctrine  can  tpply.  It  doee 
mot  apply  to  the  case  of  one  iadepeadent  Power 
who  takes  into  its  service  the  troops  of  another  : 
for  then  the  command  is  always  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Power  making  war,  aod  employing  soeh 
ira^M,  whether  regular  or  militia.  How  much 
less  doee  it  apply  to  the  case  under  coostdera* 
tion,  where  tnere  is  but  one  Power,  and  one 
Government,  aad  the  tvoops,  whether  regular  or 
militia,  though  distinguished  by  shades  of  ohatae^ 
tcr,  constitute  hot  one  people,  and  are,  in  fhct, 
aountrymen,  friends,  and  brethren. 

The  President  is  in  himself  no  bond  of  union 
in  that  respect.  He  holds  his  station  at  Coas- 
mander-ia-Chief  of  the  land  and  naval  forces, 
and  militia,  under  a  Constitution  which  binds  us 
together  as  one  people,  for  that  and  many  other 
important  purposes.  His  absence  would  not 
dissolve  the  bond.  It  would  not  revive  discord- 
ant latent  claims,  or  become  a  signal  for  disor- 
ganization. 

The  judiciousselection  of  the  chief  commander, 
for  any  expedition  or  important  station,  is  an 
object  of  high  interest  to  the  nation.    Success 
often  depends  on  it.    The  right  to  do  this  appears  I 
to  me  to  have  been  cspUoitly  vested  in  the  Prest*  | 


dent,  by  the  amhority  gtvca  loCoBpoitDp 
vide  for  calling  forth  the  militii,  far  vpm 
arming,  disciplining,  and  gsferiiif  iM,fha 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  tsttf  &» 
and  by  the  powers  vested  in  hiaaOytf  & 
eutive  of  the  United  States.  Thcn^ofih 
highly  respectaUe  and  virtnotthriftfcv^ 
low-citixctts,  are,  I  am  pcisQsd«d,eaifla)re 
cured,  whea  the  militia  offieen  tmia^ 
corps  are  retained  in 'their  esoiniu^lbisi 
Oeneralover  his  division,  aBrigidiffoivi 
brifpade,  a  Colonel  over  his  r^iBMt,ttiiiit 
fenor  olBcers  in  their  respeetifsitidm  Tn 
righto  are  not  injured  or  slEwted  hfthtapa 
of  the  right  of'^the  Chief  Ms^iMrii tit 
incident  to  the  Bzeeutive  po««r,<qoil}f^ 
cable  to  ever v  species  of  force,  sm  of  hi|fc  i 
pormnee  to  the  pabiia  to  appoiBtaNSiii 
over  them,  of  the  regular  anaf,  vhnespic^ 
ia  the  service  of  the  Uaited  Sates,  if  besatd 
deem  it  expedient.  The  rigbls  of  tbe  siM 
officers  and  those  of  the  Qeoenl  Gffw^ 
are  strictly  compatible  with  eteb  otkr.  T)i 
is  BO  collision  between  them.  To  ^  ^ 
itia  officers  for  the  employmeat  of  itgalui'i 
multiply  commands  of  a  septrste  ebiisfs^ 
eially  of  small  bodies,  for  thai  porpaaiw" 
improper. 

In  dividing  the  United  Slata  'u»mm^ 
tricto,and  placing  a  Qeneialof  tlMRpurl^ 
in  command  in  each,  with  soeh  a  ^J^^^ 
regular  foree,  artillery,  and  i^m,»t^' 
soared  from  other  service,  it  wutk^-^ 


the  President  to  affi>rd  the  betf  pnKaa 
every  part  of  the  Union  that  siieoaMi«*r 
admit  of,  with  tho  least  bnrdea Mi«^2 
possible  to  the  people.  These  eoa«MB$«" 
specially  chaiged  with  the  i^ff^^^^ 
speotive  districts.  It  was  eojoiw^ «  "^l 
waieh  the  movemeau  of  the  eaeaf  »«"|'^ 
cane  them  to  the  Qovemaent,  iW»^^y 
orders  in  summoning  to  the  M"J!r^« 
inv^sioa,  soch  pordoas  of  the  ^■''^.^T^a 
tia  of  each  Staie,  withia  their  rc^«>^J 
as  had  been  provided  for  by  aeiofCoipAH 
detailed  by  this  Departmeot,  is  weK  i^^ 
necessary.  .^j 

When  this  arrangement  wai  t»m^ 


wUl  be  observed  that  there  «st  no^^^u 
mediaie  invaaion,  and  but  fewaiiliuaa»^ 
It  was  intended  as  a  n^asore  of  pn^^j 
guard  against  possible,  bot,u  vtiKr/jn 
sumed, listant daagen.  TbaHx^m^ 
no  alternative  between  thatarfaBe«>|^J 
other.    The  militia  officeif  of  isikaiK^'": 

They  weieat  home;  for  the  K»«JJ"||J| 
power,  under  existing  laws, »  ^  ^*5  tai 
field,  without  a  oommand  of  »»  ^'f. 
rank;  and,  even  when  that  oiJled  m 
term  of  service  must  expire  wiik  tbit «  2 
whom  they  command.  Tbsie  facu  f^^ 
nothing  was  more  remote  fif*>"  jf'V -2:4 
the  Government  than  to  disNgtrd  twp  ^ 
of  our  fellow-citizens  of  the  isilitu.  i^ 
also,  how  difficult  it  is  to  prof id^  bf  *^ 
meat  whidi  eaa  be  adopted,  £w«^ 
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oADeot  defence  of  oor  principal  cities  and  sea- 
rd,  without  eaploying  offieera  who  are  always- 
eryice,  in  the  principal  comaaaadsat  least,  for 
purpose. 

is  admitted  that,  hy  the  taeroised  pressure  of 
war,  in  eonseqnence  of  which  much  larger 
es  of  militia  ha^e  been  called  into  service, 
with  them  many  General  officers  of  esperi* 
!  and  merit,  these  difficulties  baTe  proportion- 
diminished.    Of  these  officers  seTeral  have 

I  already  advanced  to  distinguished  com- 
ds,  with  great  satisfaction  to  their  fellow- 
ens,  and  advantage  to  their  country.  The 
mittee  may  be  assured  that  opportunities  of 
kind,  regarding  the  obligation  of  a  just  re- 
isibility,  will  be  seized  by  the  Executive  with 
sure; 

ow  far  these  differences  may  be  healed,  or  the 
rrence  of  the  like  in  future  be  prevented,  bv 
dative  provisions,  the  committee,  on  a  full 
9  of  these  documents,  and  on  a  due  consider- 
a  of  the  whole  subject,  will  be  able  to  decide, 
proper,  however,  to  remaTk,  that  the  divisions 
le  coaotry  into  military  districtSi  so  far  as  re- 
s  to  that  special  object,  requires  no  l^islativ« 
:tion,  if,  indeed  it  admits  of  one.  The  defiai- 
of  boundary  was  intended  for  the  onrpose  of 
cribing  a  limit  to  the  civil  duties,  i/they  may 
0  called,  rather  than  the  mtlttafv,  of  the  com- 
ider  of  each  district ;  father  to  the  period  pre- 
ng  an  invasion,  with  a  view  to  the  necessary 
wrotory  measures  for  refieliin^  it,  than  after 
boold  take  place.  An  invasion  by  a  large 
e  would  probably  require  the  eencentratton 

II  our  troops  along  the  seacoast,  who  might  be 
ight  to  aet  in  ii.  In  such  an  event,  all  limi- 
xis  of  boundary  to  the  several  eommanders 
lid  eease.    The  march  of  the  enemy  wonld 


ilate  that  of  our  armies^  who  would  from 
'Y  qaarter  be  directed  a^inst  them, 
have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  respect,  your 
;t  obedient  and  very  humble  servant 

JAMBS  MONROE. 

A. 

7  of  a  letter  ftem  Wilttaa  Enslis,  fieoetacr  of 

Wsr,  to  the  Governors  of  Stateib  dated 

Wm  DsfaaTsnrr,  AprU  16, 1812. 

am  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
tes  to  call  upon  the  Bateentfves  of  the  several 
ites  to  take  effectual  measures  to  organise^  am, 
I  equip,  according  to  law.  and  hold  in  readi- 
8,  to  march  at  a  moment's  waraiag,  their  re- 
stive proportions  of  one  hnndred  thousand 
itia,  officers  included,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of 
Bgress  passed  the  tOth  ivstanC,  entitled  "An 
to  authorize  a  detachment  fro«i  the  militia  of 
United  States.*' 

t*his,  therefore,  is  to  require  your  Bxeellency 
take  ^etnal  measures  m  having  **-^  of  the 
itia  oi  -— --  (being  her  quota)  detached  and 
y  organized  in  cempaaieB,  battalions,  rcgi- 
nts,  brigades,  and  divisions,  within  the  short- 
periods  that  circumstances  will  permit,  and 
nearly  as  possible  in  the  following  proportione 


ef  artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry,  viz:  one*twen«> 
tieth  part  of  artillery^  oae^twentieth  part  of  eav* 
airy,  and  the  residue  infantry. 

There  will,  however  be  no  objection,  on  the 
part  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
admission  of  a  proportion  of  riflemen,  duly  organ- 
ized in  distinct  corps,  and  not  exceeding  one-tenth 
Eitt  of  the  wholeeuota  of  the  States,  respectively, 
ach' corps  should  be  properl/  armed  and  equip* 
ped  ibr  actual  service. 

When  the  detachment  and  organization  shall 
hare  been  effected,  the  respective  corps  will  be 
exercised  under  the  officers  set  over  them;  but 
will  not  remain  embodied,  or  be  considered  as  in 
actual  service,  until,  by  subsequent  orders,  they 
shall  be  directed  to  take  the  field. 

Your  Excellency  will  please  to  direct  that  cor- 
rect mnsier*fells  and  inspeetion  retms  be  made 
of  theseiual  com,  and  that  oopiet  thereof  be 
transmitted  to  this  Department  as  early  as  possible. 


Oowf  of  a  letter  fiom  William  Bustb,  Esq*,  Seeretaiy 
of  War,  to  the  Goremor  of  Maamchiisetts,  dated 

War  Department,  June  12, 1812.' 
Sir  :  1  am  directed  by  the  President  to  reoaest 
your  Excellency  to  order  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  requisition  of  Major  Gene- 
ral Dearborn,  such  part  of  the  quota  of  the  militia 
of  Bfassacbusetts,  detached  conformablv  to  the 
act  of  the  lOih  April,  1812,  as  he  may  deem  ne- 
cessary for  the  deience  of  the  seacoast. 
I  am,  &c. 


Nora^^-A  similar  letter,  addressed  tothe  G< 
of  Conneoticnt,  Rhode  Island,  and  New  Haiapshiie. 


Ccmy  of  a  letter  from  Wittsm  Enstis, 


^«r,  10  his  EaesUency  Csleb  fltiaqg,  Oovsmar  of 


Jolt  21, 1812. 

Sir  :  By  information  received  from  Major  Qea- 
oral  Dearhorn,  it  appears  that  the  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  Jdaasachusetts^  for  the  defenee 
of  the  mariiime  frontier,  reqoired  b^  him  mder 
the  authority  of  the  President,  by  virtue  of  the 
act  of  the  10th  April^  1812,  have  not  beea  mnreh- 
ed  to  the  several  siatiOBe  assigned  them. 

Inasmuch  as  long  delay  may  be  followed  waiih 
distress  to  a  certain  portion  of  our  fellow«ettiBesf, 
and  with  injurioue  conseoRcnees  to  eur  country, 
I  am  commanded  by  the  President  to  inform  your 
Excellency  that  this  arrangement  of  the  militia 
was  preparatory  to  the  marcn  of  the  regular  trocrps 
to  the  northern  frontier.  The  exigencies  of  the 
service  have  required,  and  orders  have  accord- 
ingly been  -given  to  Major  Qeneral  Dearborn  to 
move  the  regular  troops  to  that  frontier,  leaving 
a  sufficient  number  to  man  the  guns  in  the  gar- 
risons on  the  seaboard.  The  execution  of  this 
order  increases^  as  your  Excellency  can  not  fail  to 
obeerve,  the  necessity  of  hastening  the  detached 
militia  to  their  several  posts,  as  assigned  by  Qen- 
eral Dearborn ;  in  which  case  they  will,  of  course, 
be  considered  in  the  actual  service  and  pay  of  the 
United  States. 

The  danger  of  invasion,  which  existed  at  the 
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time  of  iftsQiDg  the  order  of  the  President,  iii- 
creases.  and  I  am  vpecially  directed  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  urge  this  consideration  on  your  BxeeUen- 
cy,  as  requiring  the  necessary  order  to  be  given 
for  the  immediate  march  of  the  seTeral  detach- 
ments, specified  by  Geoeral  Dearborn,  to  th»r  re- 
spective posts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc 


Eztnict  of  a  letter  from  John  Armstrongs  Secretaxy  of 
War,  to  the  Governor  of  Conneeticnt,  dated 

August  9, 1813. 
Whenever  militia  are  called  out,  the  contractor 
or  hb  agent  should  be  required  to  supply  accord- 
ing to  the  contract. 


Cireolar  letter  from  John  Armstrong,  BeereCaiy  of  War, 
to  the  Governors  of  the  reqiective  States,  dated 

Jolt  4, 1814. 

Sir  :  The  late  pacification  in  Europe  offers  to 
the  enemy  a  lar^  dbposable  force,  both  naval  and 
military,  and  with  it  the  means  of  firing  to  the 
war  here  a  character  of  new  and  tocreased  ac- 
tivity and  extent. 

Without  knowing,  with  certainty,  that  such 
will  be  its  application,  and  still  less  that  any  par- 
ticular point  or  points  will  become  objects  of  at- 
tack, the  President  has  deemed  it  advisable,  as  a 
measure  of  precaution,  to  strengthen  ourselves 
on  the  line  of  the  Atlantic,  and  (as  the  principal 
means  of  doing  this  will  be  found  in  the  militia) 
to  invite  the  fifxecutives  of  certain  States  to  or- 
ganize and  hold  in  readiness,  for  immediate  ser- 
Ttce,  a  corps  of  ninety<three  thousand  ^fe  bund- 
red  men.  under  the  laws  of  the  28th  of  February, 
1705,  and  18th  of  April,  1814. 

The  enclosed  detail  will  show  roor  Excellency 
what,  under  this  requisition,  will  be  the  quota  oi 
— — -.  As  far  as  volunteer  uniform  companies 
can  be  found,  they  will  be  preferred. 

The  expediency  of  regarding  (as  well  in  the 
designations  pf  the  militia  as  of  their  places  of 
rendezvous)  the  points,  the  importance  or  expo- 
sure of  which  will  be  most  likely  to  attract  the 
▼lews  of  the  enemy,  need  but  be  suggested. 

A  report  of  the  organization  of  voor  quota, 
when  completed,  and  of  its  place  or  places  of  ren- 
dezvous, will  be  acceptable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 


fxtract  of  a  letter  from  John  Armstrong,  Secretaiy  of 
War,  to  Nathaniel  Sesrle,  Jan.,  Adjutant  General 
of  Militia,  8Ute  of  Rhode  Isbmd,  dated 

July  9,  1814. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  8lh  instant,  accompanied  by 
sundry  documents  in  relation  to  the  Jefence  of 
the  Alantic  frontier  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  State  troops,  if  considered  part  of  the  mil- 
itia, or  as  substitutes  therefor,  will  be  taken  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  as  the  quota  of 
Rhode  Island,  under  the  requisition  of  the  4th 
instant,  and  will  be  designated  for  the  deAsnce  of 
that  State. 


C0|i7  of  a  letter  from  James  Moaiw,  Attar  8Baa;« 
of  War,  to  the  Chainaanof  tksMilHjC^ 
tee,  dated 

DspasTMBnT  or  Wa 

DeeakUm 

I  have  had  .the  honor  to  reednfffleiieriK 
the  31st  instant,  requesting  seeh  nfsatea  a 
this  Department  may  possess  rnpec1ilt4si^ 
fects  in  the  organization  of  tkeGomiSidsi 
the  Army,  and  in  the  lawsrelatiajtoTibtsB; 
and  requesting,  also^  the  opiaioB  of  tkis  I>(c^ 
ment  as  to  the  propriety  ot  aQ^(BtiBttk|!» 
ent  military  force,  and,  in  easeof  aogsasis 
of  what  deicription  of  troops  it  oorttte(«i£ 

The  committee  of  each  Hoose  of  Co6gRs» 
ing  called  on  the  Department  of  Wtr  ^:3^ 
mation  on  the  same  points,  I  shall  lure  tk  be 
to  make  to  each  committee  ibenDenporL  & 
enclosed  remarks  go  to  several  of  tin  is^ 
suggested  in  your  letter,  and  eonuio  ibeneei 
the  Department  on  the  several  tabjetn^ftc 
they  relate.  The  pressure  of  busioes  b  f)is 
me  to  give  them  a  shape  rather  iafonMl  Acr 
of  them  1  have  sent  to-day  to  the  wm^ 
the  House  of  Representatives,  udhtm^fs 
ward  a  like  copy  to  yon. 

BXPLiAIIATOBT  0B8KBVATI<aS> 

To  make  this  war  effoctnaL  as  t» \i'^^ 
jects,  so  much  of  the  physical  foreeof  tkse 
try  must  be  bronarht  into  activity  ai  vlfi^m 
quate.  The  forc'e  exists  io  aa  ihm^m 
and  it  is  only  neeesaary  to  call  i^M^^ 
a  proper  nae  of  it.  This  force  osst  \»a'm 
alike  in  defensive  and  ofi*eosiveopen»a&  J| 
exposed  parts  of  oar  own  cooatrf  cbniiriBi^ 
attention.  After  providing  for  tbeirfe^t^ 
the  remaining  force  may  beenipioHi>f^^ 
operations.  I  will  begin  with  thac^'^'^'* 
quires  protection. 

Dtfenee  oftheCv^ 

The  whole  coast,  from  0Mra«4«»^"f-J 
St.  Mary's,  should  be  divided  ioto  mibivj-^ 
tricts.  .     ,«^ 

Boston,  including  New  Hampskiffw*"" 
chusetts,  to  constitute  one.  ,.^^ 

Newport,  including  Rhode  Isfauuiasdi^ 

ticut,  another.  ,  v  .  tJ 

New  York,  including  the  State  of  N«*  ^' 

and  Jersey,  a  third.  .    -rb 

PhiUdelpbia,  including  PeauylTtBitiii^^ 

aware,  a  fourth.  ^    ,     .^^g. 

Norfolk,  including  Maryland  §0^  W* 

fifth.  .g  .      ,\l 

Charleston,  including  North  and  SobO  ^ 
linn  and  Qeoigia,  a  sisttb.  „  ^ 

At  Boston,  and  at  each  of  the  other  Y^^ 
company  of  artillery,  or  more  than  ^|t  ^ 
to  circumstances,  of  the  Kftt^^'f^^.iJ 
portion  of  its  infantry,  be  statioo^-  i^J^ 
placed  under  the  command  of  a  Brigta^^ 
following  manner,  and  let  him  bare^ 
to  him  an  engineer.  This  force  wiU^^ 
noclens  of  a  titUa  army,  to  be  iMxAi^ 
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ision,  of  the  militia,  Tolonteers,  or  soeh  other 

il  force,  as  may  be  specially  organized  for  the 

[>08e« 

bis  apportionmept  is  intended  to  gi?e  an  idea. 

'ould  be  carried  into  detail  by  the  Executive. 

3oston,  including  a  suitable  proportion 

*  artillery,  and  at  Eastport,  and  other 

>rt8  eastward       .....      600 

Mewport,  with  a  company  of  artillery  -      350 

Sew  York,  with  a  suitable  proportion 

'artillerv 1,000 

Philadelphia,  with  a  company  of  ar- 
llery  .--..-.  300 
folk,  with  a  company  of  artillery  at 
.naapolis  ••....  dOO 
ih  Carolina,  one  company  of  artillery  100 
trleston^  with  a  company  of  artillery  -  300 
y  placing  a  General  officer  of  the  regular 
V,  with  some  experience,  in  command,  at  each 
bese  stations,  charged  with  the  protection  of 
country,  to  his  xighl  and  left,  to  a  certain 
Mit,  suitable  piOTision  will  be  made  for  the 
>le.  The  country  will  haye  confidence,  and, 
degrees,  a  system  of  defence  suited  to  any 
urgency,  may  be  prepared  for  the  whole  coast. 
8  may  be  done  by  the  local  force  with  econ- 
r,  and,  what  is  also  of  great  importance,  with* 
drawing  at  any  time  for  greater  aid  on  the 
liar  foice  of  the  nation,  which  may  be  em- 
red  in  offensive  operations  elsewhere.  There 
aid  be  some  flying  ariillery  at  each  station, 
ly  mounted,  and  prepared  to  move  in  any  di- 
ion  which  may  be  necessary.  An  engineer 
i  be  useful,  to  plan  and  execute  any  works 
ch  may  appear  proper  for  the  defence  of  the 
icipal  station,  or  any  other  within  each  mili- 
'  district. 

;  may  be  said,  that  it  is  not  probable  that  the 
my  will  attempt  an  invasion  o{  any  part  of 
coast  described,  with  a  view  to  retain  it,  and 
so  for  the  purpose  of  desolation.  It  is  never- 
ess  possible,  and,  being  so,  provision  ought  to 
made  against  tne  danger.  An  unprotected 
St  may  invite  attacks  which  would  not  other- 
e  be  thought  of.  It  is  believed  that  the  ar- 
g^ement  proposed  will  be  adequate,  and  that 
e  can  be  devised,  to  be  so,  which  would  prove 
re  economical. 

*or  Savannali  and  Bast  Florida,  special  pro- 
on  must  be  made.  Whether  East  Florida  is 
in  possession  of  Spain,  or  taken  immediate 
session  of  by  the  United  States,  in  either  case, 
aenaces  the  United  States  with  danger  to  their 
il  interests.  While  it  is  held  by  Spain,  it  will 
used  as  a  British  province,  for  annoyio^^  us  in 
ry  mode  in  which  it  may  be  made  mstru* 
Dtal  to  that  end.  The  ascendency  which  the 
tish  Government  has  over  the  Spanish  re- 
icy,  secures  to  Great  Britain  that  advantage 
lie  the  war  lasts.  We  find  that,  at  present,  the 
eek  Indians  are  excited  against  us.  and  an  asy- 
1  afforded  to  the  slaves  of  the  Southern  Suites 
o  seek  it  there.  To  guard  the  United  States 
linst  the  attempts  of  the  British  Government, 
that  vulnerable  quarter^  the  province  remaining 
ihe  hands  of  the  Spanish  authorities^  a  force 


of  about  two  thousand  r^ular  troops  will  be  re- 
quisite. It  will  require  no  more  to  hold  it,  should 
possession  be  taken  by  the  United  States. 

For  New  Orleans  and  Natchitoches,  including 
the  Mobile  and  West  Florida,  about  two  thousand  ' 
five  hundred  men  will  be  necessary.  A  local 
force  may  be  organized  in  that  quarter  in  aid  of 
it,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  be  adequate  to  any 
emergency. 

The  next  object  is  Detroit  and  Maiden,  includ- 
ing the  protection  of  the  whole  of  our  Western 
frontier.  For  these,  it  is  believed  that  two  thou* 
sand  regular  troops,  with  such  aids  as  mav  be 
drawn  from  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio, 
will  be  amply  sufficient. 

The  following,  then,  is  the  regular  force  requi* 
site  for  the  defence  of  those  places : 

Boston 600 

Newport,  Rhode  Island     -       -       -       -      350 

New  York 1,000 

Philadelphia 800 

Norfolk 300 

North  Carolina        •       -       -       •       -      100 

Charleston 300 

Savannah  and  East  Florida  ...  2,000 
New  Orleans,  Mobile,  4be.  ...  3,600 
Detroit,  Maiden,  dtc.         ....  3,000 

■  ail. 

9,350 


This  leaves  a  force  of  about  twenty-six  thoti'* 
sand  regular  troops,  consisting  of  infantry,  artiU 
lery,  and  cavalry,  provided  the  whole  force  con*' 
tempUted  by  law  is  raised  and  kept  in  the  field| 
to  be  employed  in  offensive  operations  against 
Niagara.  Kingston,  Montreal,  and  all  Lower  Can- 
ada, and  likewise  against  Halifax.  This  whole 
force,  however,  even  if  raised,  cannot  be  counted 
on  as  effective.  The  difference  between  the  force 
on  the  muster  rolls,  and  the  effective  force  in  the 
field,  through  a  campaiffn,  is  generally  estimated 
at  a  deficiency  in  the  latter  of  one-fourth,  with 
troops  who  have  already  seen  service.  With 
young  troops,  it  may  lie  placed  at  one  third. 
Take  from  the  nominal  force  ten  thousand,  and 
it  would  leave  about  sixteen  thousand  for  these 
latter  purposes. 

Will  this  force  be  sufficient  ?  This  will  depend 
of  course  on  the  number  of  the  British  force  which 
may  be  opposed  to  us.  It  is  believed  that  the 
British  force  at  Niagara,  and  its  neighborhood,  at 
Kingston,  Montreal,  duebec,  and  in  all  Lower 
Canada,  ought  to  be  estimated  at  twelve  thousand 
regulars,  and  several  thousand  militia;  say,  in  all, 
sixteen  or  eighteen  thousand,  and  at  Halifax,  at 
three  thousand. 

To  demolish  the  British  force,  from  Niagara  to 
duebec,  would  require,  to  make  the  thing  secure, 
an  efficient  regulsr  army  of  twenty  thousand 
men,  with  an  army  of  reserve  of  ten  thousand. 
The  commander  ought  to  have  power  to  dispose  of 
them  as  he  thought  fit.  The  movement  against 
Niagara  and  Lower  Canada  ought  to  be  in  con- 
cert, and  of  course  under  the  control  of  the  same 
commander,  who,  alone  could  be  a  competent 


1789 


AFFBRDIX. 


m 


VhB  ^tHUtioL 


judge  of  the  Boitable  time  and  maoDer.  A  eerp9 
of  reserve  is  iodiipeoMble  to  guard  agaiast  cas- 
values,  especiallv  with  raw  troops.  Notfaiag 
should  be  left  to  hazard.  The  expedition  should 
be  of  a  character  to  inspire  a  certainty  of  suc- 
cess, from  which  the  best  consequences  would 
result.  Our  troops  would  be  more  undaunted, 
and  those  of  the  enemy  proportionabljr  more  dis- 
mayed. In  the  interior,  on  both  sides,  the  eflfeet 
would  be  equallr  salutary ;  with  us  it  would  aid 
in  filling  our  ranss  with  regular  troops,  and  draw- 
ing to  the  field  such  others  as  occasion  might 
require;  with  the  enemy,  the  effect  would  be 
cqnallr  in  our  favor.  It  would  soon  drive  from 
the  field  the  Canadian  militia,  and,  by  depressing 
the  spirits  of  the  people^  interrupt  and  lessen  the 
supplies  to  the  finttsb  army. 

if  the  conouest  of  Canada  should  prove  to  be 
easy,  a  part  of  this  force  might  be  directed  against 
Halifax ;  but  for  that  purpose  a  force  should  be 
neciaily  provided,  to  consist  of  not  less  than  six 
tmisand  men.  Before  this  time  next  year,  the 
honor  and  interest  of  the  United  Sutes  require 
that  the  British  forces  be  driven  (nto  duebec  and 
Halifax,  and  be  taken  there,  if  possible.  They 
aBMBt,  at  all  events,  be  exalnded  from  every  foot 
of  territory  beyond  the  reach  of  thair  eaaaoa. 
Thia  may  be  done,  if  timely  and  suitable  meas- 
ures are  adopted  for  the  purpose,  and  they  be  ex- 
eeoted  with  vigor  and  skill. 

If  the  (Government  could  raise  and  keep  in  the 
field  thirty*five  thousand  regular  troops,  the  legal 
complement  of  the  present  estaMtshment,  the  de- 
ficiency to  be  supplied,  even  to  authorize  an  ex- 
pedition against  Halifax,  would  be  inconsiderable. 
Ten  thousand  men  would  be  amply  sufficient ;  but 
there  is  danger  of  not  being  able  to  raise  that 
force,  and  to  keep  it  at  that  standard.  The  esti- 
mate, therefore,  of  the  force  to  be  raised  for  the 
next  campaigo,  in  addition  to  the  lepl  comple- 
ment, should  cover  any  probable  deficieney  in  it, 
as  well  as  the  addition  which  ought  to  be  made 
to  it.  My  idea  is,  that  provision  ought  to  be 
made  for  raising  twenty  thousand  men  in  addi- 
tion to  the  present  establishment.  How  shall 
these  men  be  raised  1  Shall  new  regiments  be 
added  to  the  standing  army  to  constitute  a  part 
of  it )  the  volunteer  acts  be  relied  on }  or  any 
other  expedient  adopted  ? 

The  first  question  to  be  answered  is,  can  more 
than  the  force  contemplated  by  the  present  Mili- 
tary Bstablishment  be  raised  in  time  for  the  next 
campaign,  and  that  force  be  kept  in  the  field  by 
new  recruits  to  supply  losses  produced  by  the  cas- 
aalttes  of  war  ?  Will  the  state  of  our  popuia' 
tion,  the  character  and  circumstances  of  the  peo- 
ple who  compose  it,  justify  a  reliance  on  such  a 
resource  alone  ? 

The  experiments  heretofore  made,  even  under 
the  additional  encoorajg;ement  given  by  the  acts 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  the 
excitement  produced  by  the  war,  thoueh  great, 
forbid  it.  Abundant  and  noble  proofs  of  patriot- 
ism have  been  exhibited  by  our  citizens  in  those 
quarters  where  the  approach  and  pressure  of  the 
enemy  have  been  mont  felt.    Many  thousands 


have  rallied  to  the  standard  of  tknr  entty 
but  it  has  been  to  render  votontsry«niee;a 
that  for  short  terms.  The  iocretsc  of  (^  r^ 
lar  army  has  been  slow,aDd  thean»ti»ie!, 
compared  w^ith  the  number  leii^icanifar- 
able.  Additional  enconragemeiit  bbt  fihet  i 
more  important  result;  bat  still  theitBtsKO 
fear  that  it  will  not  be  in  the  degree ahlh^ 
the  present  emergeoey.  If,  thm,  there  soe 
to  doubt  success,  that  doubt  is  ssofieiaiM 
for  the  L^sfaiture  to  act  oo,aod  loappaliiti 
of  the  ensting  resource,  to  aaotkei;  w  Kisf 
to  fail. 

In  rejecting  a  reliance  oa  the  icgihrK^ 
Bstablishment  alone,  for  the  foite  Ktmnt 
give  effect  to  the  next  eampaigB,  dte  iliefum 
is  too  obvious  to  be  mistabea  bf  aof  ne.  !^ 
occurrences  of  the  present  yesr  doisBitiiE 
the  most  satisfactoty  maaaer.  The  M^ 
force  must  be  raised  for  a  short  tens,  n^rw! 
encouragement  to  the  patnomn  of  tke  pc?^ 
which  can  be  given  eonststendy  with  tktsm 
stances  of  the  eoantry .  and  without  iitderias 
with  enlistmeate  into  the  old  eorpL  Tkeni» 
teer  acts  of  the  last  session  msy  be  tkekvs 
which  this  force  aaay  be  raised;  bBt(l«<^ 
most  be  radically  altered  to  easUe  tin  Fiotf 
to  raise  the  force.  Sxperieacs  kasoocknw 
instructive  on  this  very  imporiioi  ^  ^ 
though  whole  sections  of  on  eointrf,u^ 
them  many  of  our  most  distiofoisiM  m^ 
mabfte  citizens,  have  risen  iaarinsisdnie»° 
their  services,  and  UMrehed  in  the  mh  j/^ 
not  been  done  under  the  voiuDteer  setL  i»* 
acts  contemplate  a  beginning  at  t^*'^'^ 
and  require  coo  long  an  eagsgeoMSl  top*^ 
the  desired  effect.  They  coatemphie  i  sf 
ment  in  no  particular  quarter,  ad  ^^ff^, 
lar  person ;  they  lequtre  that  the  V^^^\ 
the  aiair  «p  of  their  own  aeeord,eirtikeH^ 
into  companies,  and  then  reeomay  j^[^ 
eers  to  the  Prasideat;  and  that  thefiew*"^ 
not  appoint  the  field  officers  »<>^|J]|^, 
number  of  companies  are  forsied  to  ^'"^ 
regimen  u  Thus  it  may  happea  titf  «*"f^ 
from  different  States,  all  straogen  (o  ckI  ^ 

may  be  thrown  inio  a  tvgiB^^**'^!:^! 
ofllcers  appointed  to  command  th»,y^ 
strangers  alike  to  all  the  eoaipaBr.<vff>  • 
men.  The 
three  years 

tionS  which,  «»  •avuj«ciTv^  v<r«.-  '^_:j  m^M 

feat  the  object,  as  they  enlist  oo  ^^^2 
motive  to  action.   The  patriot  citttiSjWffj 
wished  to  serve  his  country,  wo«Uip«r^^ 
siraint  imposed  on  him  of  two  f^^^!!!^ 
out  of  three,  and  enter  the  regalir/'*^'^ 
he  would  find  active  empleymsoi  for  oe « 
term  of  his  enlistment.   And  the  fin«^^ 
merchant,  and  the  artist,  willisg  to  ^*^ 
fice  of  a  certain  portion  of  their  time  wtK»J 
calls  of  their  country,  would  fiad  a  atU« 
impulse  by  the  obligatiott  they  mait  eow 
for  so  long  a  term ;  and  by  allowio;  do  <^ 
ao  peouBiaryHndueementnoraidtocB^^, 

to  leave  home  is  offered*   It  is  ^V^ 


;r8  aiiae  lo  au  me  w^'y—n'Tl^>fa 
They  coommplaie,  also^<aj><"'^ 
rears,  with  a  service  oalv  m  <»f ;  ^ 
rhich,  in  themselves,  eoaU  o^^^l 
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h  t  project  sbovld  miceeed  oo  an  ezteasive 
le.  The  ardeat  patriotism  of  a  few,  io  de» 
bed  circles  of  oar  coaBtry,  mav  surmount  these 
tacles;  but  such  examples  will  be  rare. 
^0  give  effect  to  such  a  measure,  the  President 
le  should  bare  the  appoiotmeDt  of  all  the  offi- 
I  under  the  rvik  of  ColoBel,  attd  it  .should  be 
le  in  the  following  manner :  He  should  first 
et  such  prominent  men  as  had  merited,  and 
aired,  by  a  Turtaous  eondoct,  the  confidence  of 
r  feliow-citisens,  and  confer  on  them,  with 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  the  rank  of 
3nel,  and  then  confide  to  tbem  the  selection 

recommendation  of  all  tbetr  oiiceis,  to  be 
roved  by  the  Presidenl.  These  men  would  go 
tieir  homea^  look  around  the  country  wliere 
r  were  known,  and  wliere  thay  know  every 

select  the  prominent  men  there,  such  as  en- 
id  the  esteem  and  eoafidence  of  their  fellow- 
;ens,  and  recommend  them,  according  to  their 
ective  pretensions,  as  field  offioets,  captains, 

subalterns  natter  them.  Thus  the  service 
lid  be  truly  vohmtary,  as  every  man  would 
under  officers  to  wlwse  appointment  lie  Jiad 
ntiallv  eontribmed.  The  several  corps  would 
list  of  ncigbbors)  friends,  aad  brotkeni;  exam- 
would  animate  to  action ;  generous  motives 
lid  be  excited;  patriotism  roused;  and  the 

of  kindred  would  unite  with  the  love  of 
itry  and  of  free  government  to  eall  our  young 
i  to  the  field. 

he  first  objeet  is  to  complete  the  regular  esr 
ishment  to  its  lesal  complement,  and  to  keep 
ere.  The  pa/  of  the  soldiers  has  already  been 
id  during  the  present  session  of  Coiigress ;  but 
litis  feared. will  not  afford  a  sufficient  in* 
sment  to  fill  the  raaks  within  the  requisite 
i.  Let  the  boanty  be  raised  to  the  sum  of 
f  dollars  to  eaoh  recruit,  and  let  the  officers 
ive  the  sum  of  five  dollars  per  man  fw  all 
hh  they  may  recruit.  These  additional  en* 
ragements  wiU,  it  is  presumed,  secure  the 
red  success.  When  filled,  bow  keep  the  re- 
ents  full  ?    The  presence  of  all  the  officers 

be  necessary,  in  that  stete,  for  their  com- 
id ;  none  could  be  spared  to  recruit.  Different 
sdients  have  occurred  to  supply  supernumerary 
ers  for  the  recruiting  busmess.  It  has,  for 
nple,  been  peoposed  to  add  «  certain  number 
egi  meats,  from  fifteen  to  twenty,  to  the  pnsent 
(tary  ibtahUshinent;  but  this  would  be  to  rely 
hat  establishment  alone ;  which,  as  is  pre- 
ed,  it  would  be  hjjghly  improper  to  do.  This 
t  is  further  objectionable,  on  aceeuat  of  the 
mse  attending  it ;  and  likewise,  as  it  would 
te  delay  in  the  oraaaizatioa  of  the  corps  and 
Mutment  oi  the  officers  The  same  objectioas 
ippiicable  to  the  addition  of  a  company  to 
i  battalion,  not  to  mention  others.  On  much 
lideration,  the  following  expedient  has  ne- 
ed as  most  eligible.  Let  erne  field  officer,  a 
or,  be  added  to  each  regiment,  and  a  third 
tenant  to  each  company.  This  will  allow  a 
1  officer  and  ten  company  officers  from  eaeh 
ment,for  the  recruiting  service,  which  would 
ufficient. 

13th  Coir.  3d  Sxss.— ^56 


The  additional  force  proposed  for  one  year  is 
iaiended  to  supply  the  probable  deficiencies  in  the 
present  Military  Kstablishmeot.  This  force  being 
to  be  raised  for  a  shorter  term,  and  for  a  special 
purpose^  it  is  presumed  that  much  aid  may  be 
drawn  from  that  source,  and  with  great  despatch, 
for  the  purposes  of  the  next  campaign.  It  i^ 
probable,  also,  that  it  may  be  done  without  essen- 
tially interfering  with  enlistments  into  the  old 
corps,  as  most  of  the  mea  who  may  enter  into 
this,  might  not  be  willing  lo  engage  in  them. 

If  a  riogering  war  is  maintained,  the  annual 
disbursements  will  be  enormous.  Economy  re- 
quires that  it  be  brought  to  a  termination  wiUi 
the  least  possible  delay.  If  a  strong  army  is  led 
to  the  field  early  in  the  Spring,  the  British  power 
00  this  Continent  must  sink  before  it ;  and  whan 
once  broken  down,  it  will  never  rise  again.  The 
re-conquest  of  Canada  will  become,  in  the  opinion 
of  all  enlightened  men,  and  of  the  whole  British 
nation,  a  chimerical  attempt.  It  will  therefore  be 
abandoned;  but  if  delay  takes  plaae,  reinforce- 
ments may  be  expected,  and  the  war  be  prolonged. 
It  is  to  save  the  public  money,  and  the  lives  of 
our  people,  and  the  honor  of  the  nation,  that  high 
bounties,  and  premiums,  and  tbe  most  vigorous 
exertions  in  other  respects,  are  advised.  The 
prolongation  of  the  war,  for  a  single  campaign, 
would  exceed  these  expenditures  more  than  ten*^ 
fold. 


C. 

Boston,  Augu$t  5, 1812. 

BiR :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  21st  of  July, 
when  at  Northampton,  and  the  next  dny  came  to 
Boston.  The  people  of  this  State  appear  to  be 
under  no  apprehension  of  an  invasion.  Seveml 
towns,  indeed,  on  the  seacoast,  soon  after  the  dec- 
laration of  war,  applied  to  the  (Governor  and 
Council  for  arms  and  ammunitioo,  similar  to  the 
articles  of  tliat  kind  which  had  been  delivered  to 
them  by  tbe  State  in  the  course  of  the  last  war, 
and  in  some  instances  they  were  supplied  accord- 
ingly. But  the^  expressed  no  desire  that  anj 
part  of  the  milkia  should  be  called  out  for  their 
defence ;  aad,  in  somecases^  we  were  assured  that 
such  a  measure  would  be  disagreeable  to  them. 

You  observe,  in  your  last  letter,  that  the  dan|;er 
of  invasion,  which  existed  at  the  time  of  issutag 
the  orders  of  the  President,  increases. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  infer,  from  this  expras- 
sion,  that,  in  your  opinion,  that  danger  is  now 
very  considerable ;  as  the  President's  order  miiat 
have  been  issued  before  war  was  declared,  your 
former  letter  being  dated  the  13th  of  June,  and 
Qeneral  Dearborn's,  who  was  then  at  Boston,  en 
the  22d  of  that  month  ;  besides,  it  can  hardly  he 
supposed  that,  if  this  State  had  been  in  great 
danger  of  invasion,  the  troops  would  have  been 
called  from  hence  to  carry  on  offensive  operations 
in  a  distant  province;  however,  as  it  was  under- 
stood that  the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia  had,  by 
proclamation,  forbid  any  incursions  or  depreda- 
tions upon  our  territories,  and  as  an  opinion  gen- 
erally prevailed  that  the  Qovernor  had  no  an- 
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thoritf  to  ctll  the  militia  into  actual  serrice, 
unless  one  of  the  exigencies  contemplated  by  the 
Constitution  exists,  I  thought  it  expedient  to  cat! 
the  Council  together,  and  haring  laid  before  them 
your  letter,  and  those  I  had  recei?ed  from  Gtene- 
ral  Dearborn,  I  requested  their  advice  on  the  sub- 
ject of  them. 

The  Council  advised,  "  That  they  are  unable, 
from  a  view  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uoitea 
Slates,  and  the  letters  aforesaid,  to  perceive  that 
any  exigency  exists  which  can  render  it  advisable 
to  comply  with  the  said  requisition  ;  but  as,  upon 
important  questions  of  law,  and  upon  solemn  oc- 
casions, the  Governor  and  Council  have  author- 
ity to  require  the  opinion  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  it  is  advisable  to  re- 

Jiuest  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon  the 
ollowingqoestions,  viz : 

^<lst.  Whether  the  Commanders-in-chief  of 
Che  militia  of  the  several  States  have  a  right  to 
determine  whether  any  of  the  exigencies  contem- 
plated by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
exist,  so  as  to  require  them  to  place  the  militia, 
or  any  part  of  it,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  request  of  the  President,  to  be  com- 
manded by  him  pursuant  to  acts  of  Congress. 

^  2d.  Whether,  when  either  of  the  exigencies 
exist,  authorizing  the  employing  the  militia  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  the  militia,  thus 
employed,  can  be  lawfully  commanded  by  any 
officer  but  of  the  militia,  except  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States." 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  answers  given  by  the 
judges  to  these  questions. 

since  the  Council  were  called,  a  persoa  de- 
puted by  the  towns  of  Eastport  and  JEtobioston, 
on  our  eastern  boundary,  at  Passamaquoddy,  ap* 
^ied  to  me.  representing  that  they  had  no  appre- 
nensions  or  invasion  by  an  authorized  British 
force,  but  that  there  were  many  lawless  people  on 
the  borders,  from  whom  they  were  in  danger  of 
predatory  incursions,  and  requesting  that  they 
might  be  furnished  with  some  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, and  that  three  companies  of  militia  might 
be  called  out  for  their  nrotectiun.  The  Council 
advised  that  they  should  be  supplied  with  such 
arms  and  ammunition  as  were  necessary  for  their 
present  defence,  which  has  been  ordered.  They 
also  advised  me  to  call  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  three  companies  of  the  detached 
militia,  for  the  purpose  abovementioned.  I  have 
this  day  issued  an  order  for  calling  out  three 
companies  of  the  detached  militia,  to  be  marched 
forthwith  to  Passamaquoddy,  and  to  be  com- 
manded by  a  major;  two  of  the  companies  will 
be  stationed  at  Eastport,  and  one  company  at 
Robinston,  until  the  President  shall  otherwise 
direct. 

I  have  no  intention  officially  to  interfere  in  the 
measures  of  the  General  Government;  but,  if 
the  President  was  fully  acquainted  with  the  sit- 
uation of  this  State,  I  think  he  would  have  no 
wish  to  call  our  militia  into  service  in  the  man- 
ner proposed  by  Gkneral  Dearborn. 

^  It  is  well  known  that  the  enemy  will  find  it 
difficult  to  spare  troopa  sufficient  for  the  defence 


of  their  own  territory,  and  preditoiy  iintsa 
are  not  likely  to  take  place  in  this  Slite;  kt 
every  point,  except  Passamaqaodilf.fjtidiae 
present  an  object  to  those  iDeanioKtkpeo|i; 
are  too  numerous  to  be  attacked  bf  neh  pinie 
aa  generally  engage  in  expedition  of  tktiiod 

General  Dearborn  f»roposed  thitikMtd 
militia  should  be  stationed  at  oDlfikraftbc 
ports  and  places  on  the  east;  from  tktBi.i 
pare  of  their  militia  were  to  be  eiMiRf. 
This  circumstance  would  iacreiK  ibciita; 
it  would  invite  the  aggressioasof  tkeeinr.ui 
diminish  their  power  of  resistanee. 

The  whole  coast  of  Cape  Cod  isopoHii 
much  as  any  part  of  the  State  todepreto: 
part  of  the  militia  must,  accordtsf  totkisifli' 
lag  order,  be  marched  from  their  lMa»;ii^|£ 
no  place  in  the  old  colony  of  Plynoitiefr 
signed  to  be  the  rendczvoos  of  iDf  of  6s  i^ 
tached  militia. 

Every  harbor  or  port  withic  the  Sate  tot 
compact  settlement,  and,  aeacnlly,  tb  esin 
around  the  harbors  is  populous.  Tbepia»e» 
tern  plated  in  General  Dearbon'ispeeiiatait 
the  rendezvous  of  the  detached  oilitiLaer^ 
in  one  or  two  instances,  contain  monfl^^ 
tia  than  the  portion  ot  the  detached  s^^ 
signed  tothem.  The  militia  are  well  offnniw 
would  undoubtedly  prefer  to  defend  duitiffiis 
in  company  with  their  friends,  oodett^^*' 
officers,  rather  than  be  marched  toi»jy- 
place,  while  strangers  might  beiBtidK»B 
take  their  places  at  home.  ,  , 

In  Boston  the  militia  is  well  diicif^^ 
could  be  mustered  in  an  houropoiMf^''^^ 
an  approaching  enemy;  and  in  si  ^J^ 
neighboring  towns  would  pottriBt^m^'^ 
than  any  invading  enemy  will  hriu ipj^^ 

The  same  remark  applies  to  Siw  ^[^ 
head,  and  Newbury  port;  places  ^^."Ti 
render  an  invasion  next  to  impoai^  ^  ..■ 
them  there  are,  in  addition  to  tbee^f; 
tia,  independent  corps  of  in&otrTiM  v^; 


ell  disciplined  and  equipped,  sod ro^yi''^ 
disposition  and  naeans,  to  rcp^'^^l^^iU 
where  invasion  mav  be  tbreatesed,iiid<^  . 
repel  it,  except  it  ahoald  be  made  bfi >^ 
heavy  ships ;  againat  which,  oothiogpf  ^T' 
stronff  fortifications,  garrisoned  l>f '^^^ 
would  prove  any  defence  uotil  ^^^^]^ 
land,  when  the  entire  militia  woald  bep^fp' 
to  meet  them*  .  ^ 

Kennebunk  is  unassailable  bf  um* 
boats,  which  the  numerous  anoed  FP'"^ 
competent  to  resisL  Portland  buaD'"'?'^ 
independent  corps,  sufficiently  Domcf^A 
defence;  and  the  same  it  the  case  vita  ""^ 
set  and  Castiue.  ^^i 

Against  predatory  incunioas  tiic.°|J^ 
each  place  would  be  able  to  defend  iheir  f»^ 
and  in  a  very  short  time  they  would  bei 
necessary,  by  the  militia  of  the  s»t^ 
country.  In  case  of  a  more  eerioi^  iBj 
whole  brigades  or  divisions  eoaid  be^ 
seasonably  for  defence.  Indeed,  coosidf^  | 
state  of  the  militia  in  this  Cmofi^^ 
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nk  there  can  be  do  doubt  that,  detaobiag  a 
rt  of  it,  and  distriboting  it  into  smaU  portions, 
li  tend  to  impair  the  defensive  power. 
!  have  thus  freely  expressed  to  yoa  my  own 
timents,  and,  so  nr  a$  I  have  beard,  they  are 
sentiments  of  the  best  informed  men.  .lam 
\y  dii«po8ed  to  afford  all  the  aid  to  the  meas- 
s  of  the  National  Qovernment  which  the  Coo- 
ution  requires  of  me;  bat,  I  presume,  it  will 
be  expected  or  desired  that  I  shall  fail  in  the 
y  which  1  owe  to  the  people  of  this  State, 
0  have  confided  their  interests  to  my  care, 
am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  and 
able  servantj 

CALEB  STRONG. 

Ioa»  Wm.  B00TI8, 

Secretafy  of  War, 


his  Exeelimejf  the  Oopomor  and  the  MonorahU 
ie  CcufuU  tfihe  CammompeaUh  of  KGowmuAu- 
its^  the  unaeraigned,  JusHeu  of  the  Supreme 
udieiai  Courts  have  considered  the  questione  pro* 
ffted  by  your  ExeeUeney  and  Honors  for  thdr 
minion, 

\Y  the  Constitution  of  this  State,  the  authority 
iommanding  the  militia  of  the  Common- 
Jth  is  vested  exclusively  in  the  Governor,  who 
all  the  power  incident  to  the  office  of  Com- 
ider- in-Chief,  and  is  to  exercise  them  person- 
,  or  by  subordinate  officers  under  his  com- 
id,  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  reffulations  of 
Coosiitution  and  the  laws  of  theland. 
labile  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth 
ained  in  the  exercise  of  these  powers,  the 
erai  Constitution  was  ratified ;  by  which  was 
ed  in  the  Congress  a  power  to  provide  for 
ng  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of 
Un  ion,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  in- 
ons,  and  to  provide  for  governing  such  part 
hem  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
United  States,  reserving  to  the  States,  respeet- 
^,  the  appoiDtment  of  ihe  offioerk 
he  Federal  Constitution  further  provides,  that 
President  shall  be  Commander'in-Chief  of  the 
ly  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of 
several  States  when  called  into  the  actual 
ice  of  the  United  States, 
n  the  construction  of  the  Federal  and  State 
titutions  must  depend  the  answers  tothesev- 
questions  proposed.  As  the  militia  of  the 
rai  States  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of 
United  States,  for  the  three  speciAe  purposes 
cecuting  the  laws  of  the  Union,  of  suppress- 
osurreclions,  and  of  repelling  invasions^  the 
too  of  the  judges  is  requested,  whether  the 
imanders-in-Chief  of  the  militia  of  the  sev- 
States  have  a  right  to  determine  whether 
of  the  exigencies  afore:taid  exist,  so  as  to  re- 
5  them  to  place  the  militia,  or  any  part  of  it, 
e  service  of  the  United  Statei*,  at  the  request 
le  President,  to  be  commanded  by  him,  pur- 
t  to  acts  of  Congress. 

is  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned  that  this 
,  is  vested  in  the  Co mmandera-itt- Chief  of 
ntlitia  of  the  several  States.  I 


The  Federal  Constitution  provides  that,  when* 
ever  either  of  those  exigencies  exist,  the  militia 
may  be  employed  pursuant  to  some  act  of  Con- 
gress, in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  but  no 
power  is  given,  either  to  the  President  or  to  Con- 
gress, to  deterinine  that  either  of  the  said  exigen- 
cies do  in  fact  exist.  As  this  power  is  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States  by  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  it  is 
reserved  to  the  States,  respectively ;  and  from  the 
nature  of  the  power,  it  must  be  exercised  by 
those  with  whom  the  States  have  respectively 
Intrusted  the  chief  command  of  the  militia. 

It  is  the  duty  of  these  commanders  to  execute 
this  important  trust,  agreeably  to  the  laws  of 
their  several  States,  respectively,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  laws  or  officers  of  the  United  States, 
in  all  cases  except  those  specially  provided  in  the 
Federal  Constitution.  They  must,  therefore,  de- 
termine when  either  of  the  special  cases  exist, 
obliging  them  to  relinquish  the  execution  of  this 
trust,  and  to  render  themselves  and  the  militia 
subject  to  the  command  of  the  President.  A  dif- 
ferent construction,  giving  to  Congress  the  right 
to  determine  when  these  special  cases  exist,  au- 
thorizing them  to  call  forth  the  whole  of  the  mi- 
ll lia,  and  taking  them  from  the  Commanders-in- 
Chief  of  the  several  States,  and  subjecting  them 
to  the  command  of  the  President,  would  place  all 
the  militia,  in  effect,  at  the  will  of  Congress,  and 
produce  a  military  consolidation  of  the  States^ 
without  any  Constitutional  remedy^  against  the 
intentions  of  the  people  when  ratifying  the  Con- 
stitution. Indeed,  since  passing  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  February  28th.  1795,  chapter  101,  vest- 
ing in  the  President  the  power  of  calling  forth 
the  militia,  when  the  exigencies  mentionecTin  the 
Constitution  shall  exist,  if  the  President  has  the 
power  of  determining  when  those  exigencies  ex- 
ist, the  militia  of  the  several  States  is,  in  effect, 
at  his  command,  and  subject  to  his  control. 

No  inconveniences  can  reasonably  be  presumed 
to  result  from  the  construction  which  vests  in  the 
Commanders-in-Chief  of  the  militia  in  the  sev- 
eral States,  the  right  of  determining  when  the 
exigencies  exist,  obliging  them  to  place  the  militia 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  These  exi- 
gencies are  of  such  a  nature  that  the  existence 
of  them  can  be  easily  ascertained  by,  or  made 
known  to,  the  Commanders-in-Chief  of  the  mili- 
tia; and  when  ascertained,  the  public  interest 
will  produce  prompt  obedience  to  the  acts  of 
Congress. 

Another  question  proposed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  judges  Is,  mrhether,  when  either  of  the  exi- 
gencies exist,  authorizing  the  employing  of  the 
militia  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  the 
militia  thus  employed  can  be  lawfully  com- 
manded by  any  officer  but  of  the  militia,  except 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States? 

The  Federal  Constitution  declares,  that  the 
President  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States.  He  may,  undoubt- 
edly, exercise  this  command  by  officers  of  the 
Armiy  of  the  United  States,  by  him  commis- 
sioned according  to  law.    The  President  is  also 
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declared  to  be  the  ComroaDder-in-Chief  of  the 
militia  of  the  several  States,  wheo  called  into 
the  actual  serrice  of  the  United  States.  The 
officers  of  the  militia  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
States,  and  the  President  may  exercise  his  com- 
mand of  the  militia  by  officers  of  the  militia  duly 
appointed;  but  we  know  of  no  Constitntiooal 
provision,  aothoriting  any  officer  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  to  command  the  militia,  or 
authorizing  any  officer  of  the  militia  to  command 
the  Army  of  the  United  States.  The  Congress 
may  provide  laws  for  the  government  of  the  mi- 
litia when  IB  actual  service ;  bat  to  extend  this 
power  to  the  placing  them  under  the  command 
of  an  officer,  not  of  the  militia,  except  the  Presi- 
dent, would  render  nugatory  the  provision,  that 
the  militia  are  to  have  officers  appointed  by  the 
States. 

The  union  of  the  militia  in  the  actual  service 
of  the  United  States,  with  troops  of  the  United 
States,  so  fkr  as  to  form  one  army,  seems  to  be  a 
ease  not  provided  for,  or  contemplated  in  the 
Constitution.  It  is,  therefore,  not  within  our 
department  to  determine  on  whom  the  command 
would  devolve,  on  such  an  emergency,  in  the 
absence  of  the  President.  Whether  one  officer, 
either  of  the  militia  or  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  settled  according  to  military  rank, 
should  command  the  whole ;  whether  the  corps 
must  be  commanded  by^  their  respective  officers, 
actios:  in  concert,  as  allied  forces;  or  what  other 
expedient  should  be  adopted,  are  questions  to  be 
answered  by  others. 

The  undersigned  regret  that  the  distance  of 
the  other  justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
renders  it  impracticable  to  obtain  their  opinions 
seasonably  upon  the  questions  submitted. 

THEOPHILUS  PARSONS, 
SAMUEL  SEWALL, 
ISAAC  PARKER. 


Extract  of  « lettertrnm  eeneim!  Detfbom  to  the  See- 

retary  of  War,  dtfted 

MrL.  DiST.,  No.  1,  HBAOQUARTEaB. 

Boettm,  Jufy  14, 1814. 

Stn:  From  the  exposed  and  unprotected  situ- 
ation of  the  military  posts  in  this  Inirbor,  and  the 
seaboard  of  this  State  generally,  and  the  threats 
and  daily  depredations  of  the  enemy.  I  have  con- 
ehided  it  my  duty  to  exercise  the  authority  vested 
in  me  by  th6  President  of  the  United  States,  by 
requesting  the  Governor  to  order  out  a  detach- 
ment of  artillery  and  ittfkntry. 

A  copy  of  my  letter  to  Governor  Strong,  and 
of  his  answer,  are  enclosed. 


Copy  of « Itotler  from  General  Diaarbom  to  His  Excel- 
lency Caleb  Stroag,  Gotenior  of  the  Stale  of  Mas- 
sachasetts,  dated 

MrL.  Dl0T^  I9o.  1,  HBADaUARTBSS, 

Boston,  Jitfy  8, 1814. 
Sm :  The  existing  slate  of  alarm  on  the  sea- 
board of  this  Commonwealth,  arising  fVom  the 
daUy  depredations  eommitted  by  the  enemy  on  | 


oar  coast,  renders  it  desirable  to  tiotd  naeiji- 
tional  protection  to  the  citizeas  gneniiy «  i 
seacoast,  and  especially  to  the  priocipii  \m 
and  villages;  and  by  virtue  of  ttttboriif  Mid 
from  the  President  of  the  United  Stce^f^ 
it  my  duty,  at  this  time,  to  itqoesttbitisarEi- 
celleney  will  be  pleased  to  gire  tbcBaavy 
orders  for  having  detached,  as  etrtjr  is  cma- 
stances  will  permit,  armed,  and  eqoijipei&ie- 
quired  by  law,  one  major  of  irtiHerf, mop- 
tains,  eight  lieutenants,  thirteen  tergeut;^ 
corporals,  six  masichins,aDd  two  hoDin^^- 
vates;  and  one  lieutenant  colooel  of  Hkiry: 
two  majors,  ten  captains,  thirtf  itiliilten,c» 
adjutant,  one  quartermaster,  one  ptymiiUi.^; 
sergeant  major,  one  quartermaster  seitimtir. 
principal  musicians,  fifty  seigeaats.  fifij  (^ 
rals,  twenty  musicians,  and  aloe  hvMp 
vates,  to  remain  in  the  serrice  of  the  Uiii 
States  fbr  the  term  of  three  mbBtln,«Bi«»« 
discharged  by  ord«r  of  the  PresideBtof  liel^^ 
ted  States.  As  it  wfll  be  neeessirjteittnt^ 
artillery  and  Infantry  placed  at  thedilEnntpss 
on  the  seaboard  of  this  State,  it  woQl()bel6i^ 
ble  that,  as  far  as  practicable,  they  vodtf^^^ 
tached  from  the  vicinity  of  tberespeccRpcs^'; 
The  intended  distribution  of  thedetteiintwi 
be  communicated  to  the  AdjatantGtoei^^^ 
State  previous  to  bis  issuing  the  Dec«sar;«^ 
The  proportion  of  officers,  noiK(nDBisic3i 
officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  'u  in  w^- 
With  the  present  regulations  ot  the  Dejv^ 
of  War,  from  which  I  am  not  anthoridt^"' 
mit  of  any  material  deviatioo. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  his  ExceDeney  CilA^ 
Governor  of  the  Suto  of  MaS8achoietti>l0»*^ 
Dearborn,  dated 

NoRTHAMnxtti,Ji*4.«^^ 
Sir:  This  morning  I  reeeired  fw""''^ 
the  eighth  instant.  As  you  proposeutosa^ 
caie  to  General  Brooks  your  riefio»««"^ 
the  particular  destination  of  the  fflib^  ^ " 
called  out  for  the  defence  of  the  tofsi »  ^ 
seacoast  of  this  Staie^  I  6ave  wnm^v^^ 
the  subject.  , 

Your  suggestion  that  the  meashow^* 
ta«bed,  as  far  as  may  be,  fion  the  fidiutf  <»» 
respcetive  posts,  I  think  is  per fecilf  P»p  H 
I  have  no  doubt  you  wiU  be  able  to  vuf^ 
arrangements  with  Gcoeral  firoob  »  ^ 
sattsfaetory. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Genersl  DetibontothtS* 

retsi^  ofWar,(latod 
Mil.  Dist.,  No.  1,  Headodaitb^, 

Sir:  Having  reeeived  such  iDfonaauos^ 
entitled  to  full  credit,  that  tbeeneinf,wiu<- 
midable  naval  and  land  force,  bas K^j^r  | 
nobscbt  Bav,  and  uken  possessioD  of  (^j! 
and  presuming  his  force,  after  formwg^fr^ 
arms  at  Castine,  will,  with  such  reiofoJ^;. 
as  he  may  receive  from  Halilhx,  ie  i<>c^ 
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e  nayal  force  now  ib  Boston  Bar,  attempt  the 
retraction  of  the  public  ships,  ana  other  piiblic 
id  private  property  on  the  seaboard,  I  hare 
eased  it  necessary  to  request  the  GpTernors  of 
im  State  and  New  Hampshire  to  order  ont,  for 
e  defence  of  Boston  barhor^  Portsmouth,  Port- 
nd,  and  that  part  of  the  District  of  Maine  be- 
reen  Kennebec  rirer  and  Penobscot,  five  thou- 
ad  two  hundred  infantry  and  five  hundred  and 
*ty  artillery,  for  the  term  of  three  months,  unless 
oner  discharged. 

street  of  a  letter  fifom  H.  Deariwm  to  the  Beeretary 

of  W«r,  dated 

Hbaduuartebs,  Dibtbict  No.  1^ 
Boston,  October  15, 1814* 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  direction  in  your  let- 
r,  of  the  27th  ultimo,  on  the  2d  instant  I  made 
Ebrmal  requisition  on  Oovernor  Strong  for  three 
andred  militia,  to  guard  the  prisoners  at  Pitts- 
iid,  and  I  enclosed  to  him  a  copy  of  yoor  letter. 
T  the  purpose  of  showing  him  the  necessity  ot 
is  compliance.  Having  waited  unui  yesterday 
oroiog  without  any  answer  from  his  Excel- 
ncy,  I  directed  one  of  my  aids  to  call  on  the 
djutant  General  of  the  State,  to  ascertain  whe* 
er  he  had  received  any  order  for  making  out 
,e  detachment  for  Pictsfield.  The  answer  was, 
at  no  direction  had  been  received  from  the  Qov- 
nor  to  make  such  detachment. 


opy  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  Caleb  Strong, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Maflsaohiuetts,  to  the  Seo* 
vetaty  of  War,  dated 

Boston,  September  7, 1814. 

The  troops  of  the  United  States  which,  at  dif* 
(rent  periods,  were  stationed  on  the  seacoast  of 
tis  State,  have  been  afterwards  ordered  to  join 
\e  army  on  the  Western  frontiers,  so  that  very 
\w  have  remained  in  the  State.  We  have,  there- 
>re,  found  it  necessary,  in  the  course  of  the  last 
ad  present  year,  to  call  out  small  bodies  of  the 
liliiia,  as  guards  to  the  towns  most  exposed.  As 
le  danger  has  increasjed,  the  number  of  detached 
lilitia  has  been  augmented,  and  I  have  now  is- 
led  the  enclosed  general  order  for  the  protection 
f  Boston,  and  the  towns  and  property  an  its 
eigbborhood,  and  shall  immediately  issue  an 
rder  of  a  similar  kind  for  the  security  of  the  Dis- 
ict  of  Maine. 

A  few  weeks  since,  agreeably  to  the  request  of 
leneral  Dearborn,  I  detached  eleven  hundred 
Mil  tie,  for  three  months,  for  the  defence  of  our 
iacoast,  and  placed  them  under  his  command  as 
aperintendent  of  this  military  district;  but  such 
bjections  and  inconveniences  have  arisen  from 
ttat  measure,  that  it  cannot  now  be  repealed, 
^he  militia  called  out  on  this  occasion  will  be 
laced  under  the  immediate  command  of  a  Major 
General  of  the  militia. 

I  will  thank  you,  sir,  to  consult  with  the  Presi- 
ient,  and  inform  me  whether  the  expenses  thus 
necessarily  incurred  for  our  protection  will  be 
litimately  reimbursed  to  this  State  by  the  Gen* 


eral  Government;  and  I  shall  be  particularly 
obliged  if  you  will  favor  me  with  an  answer  sooh 
as  may  be,  as  the  Legislature  of  the  State  will 
meet  on  the  6th  of  the  next  month. 

CommtmweaUh  of  MoMmchuwtih. 

Hbainiuabtbbb,  BoBTOir, 
a^jpUmbear  8, 1814. 
Qeneral  (Mem: 

The  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  having  lateljr  become  more  destructive, 
in  consequence  of  violations  of  our  territory  by 
the  forces  of  the  enemv,  which  continue  to  men* 
ace  our  cities  and  villages,  the  shipping  in  our 
harbors,  and  private  property  on  shore,  his  Excel* 
lencv  the  Commander-in-Chief  orders  the  whole 
of  the  militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
march  at  a  moment's  warning,  with  arms,  ammu- 
nition, and  accoutrements,  as  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  and  of  this  State  require.  Every 
man  must  likewise  be  provided  with  a  good  knap- 
sack aod  blanket.  Captains  of  companies  must 
realize  it  to  be  one  of  their  most  solemn  and  impe- 
rious duties  to  see  the  law  respecting  arms  and 
equipments  efficaciously  executed ;  but  the  Cora- 
roander-in-Chtef  relies  on  the  concurring  aid  of 
all  the  general  and  field  officers,  in  encouraging 
the  company  officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  dnty* 
The  Major  Generals  and  commandipff  officers  of 
divisions  will  give  the  necessary  orders  for  an 
immediate  Ipspfction  of  their  several  regimenta 
by  companies.  Every  instance  of  defieieocy  of 
arms  or  equipments  ahould  be  forthwith  snpplied 
by  the  delinquent  individual,  or  by  the  town  to 
which  he  may  belong,  agreeably  to  the  require* 
meats  of  the  militia  law. 

The  officers  commanding  regiments,  battalions^ 
and  companies  of  artillery,  wifl  pay  sp«eial  atten* 
tion,  at  this  interesting  moment,  to  the  state  of 
their  field  pieces,  their  carriages,  and  tambrila, 
and  see  that  everything  apperuininir  ^  ^cnt  is 
in  the  moat  perfect  order  for  marching  and  tot 
action,  and  particularly  th4^  auitable  homes  ani 
always  engaged,  and  ready  ai  any  moment  to  bn 
attached  to  their  pieces^  that  they  mar  be  moved 
to  any  point  required  with  celerity.  All  the  comr 
panies  of  artillery  now  to  be  called  into  immedir 
ate  service,  besides  the  requisite  supplies  of  fixed 
and  other  aomaniiion,  will  be  furnished  by  the 
Q,iiartermaster  General,  with  jprolonges  and  brio* 
oiee.  The  Legialature  of  this  State,  always  |Nrond 
of  iu  militia,  haa  been  partioularly  liberal  in  ilM 
artillery  establishment;  and  the  Command«r-iiiir 
Chief  promises  himself,  that,  emulating  the  bril- 
liant example  of  Knox  and  his  heroic  associatea 
in  the  artillery  of  the  Revolution,  they  will  be 
equally  distin^ahed  for  their  discipline  fs  sol- 
diers, and  for  their  gallantry  in  the  neld. 

Under  possible  events,  the  cavalry  of  the  9^r* 
eral  divisions  may  be  in  requisition*  Every  mo- 
tive, therefore,  of  love  of  country,  of  honor,  and 
sympathy  for  their  fellow-citizens  who  may  be 
suffering  the  perils  of  war,  will  prompt  theoi  to 
maintain  the  most  perfect  state  of  preparation, 
and  to  mpve^  when  called  to  the  scene  of  actipiit 
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with  all  the  rapiditv  of  whicli  cavalrj  is  suscep- 
tible. The  general  officers,  aad  the  neld  officers 
of  earalryi  as  well  as  the  company  officers,  will 
direct  their  attention  to  the  quality  of  the  horses, 
and  suffer  no  man  to  be  mounted  but  upon  a  horse 
found  and  fit  for  actual  serrice.  A  few  bad  horses 
may  occasion  irretrieTable  disaster. 

The  Commander*in-Cbief  ha?iiig  thus  called 
the  attention  of  all  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  mi* 
lltia  to  the  observance  of  their  several  duties,  at 
this  eventful  crisis,  the  more  effectually  to  meet 
impending  danger  orders  that  all  the  flank  com- 
panies, whether  of  light  infantry,  grenadiers,  or 
xiflemen,  of  the  1st  and  2d  brigades  of  the  1st  di- 
Tision ;  two  companies,  viz:  the  one  at  Andover, 
and  the  other  at  Haverhill,  of  the  2d  division ;  ail 
the  companies  of  the  3d  division,  excepting  the 
two  companies  in  Charlestown;  iour  companies 
of  the  4tb  division ;  five  companies  of  the  5th  di- 
Tision;  eight  companies  of  the  7lh  division ;  and 
two  companies  of  the  9th  division,  do  immediately 
march  to  the  town  of  Boston^nless  (in  the  mean- 
time) otherwise  directed.  Each  company  will 
march  to  its  place  of  destination  by  itself,  with- 
out waiting  for  any  other  corps. 

These  companies,  when  assembled,  will  be  ar* 
nnged  into  regiments,  or  otherwise,  as  circum- 
stances may  dictate;  and,  with  the  addition  of 
twelve  companies  of  artillery,  will  form  the  elite, 
or  advanee  corps  of  the  Massachusetts  militia. 
The  field  officers  to  command  th^  regiments,  and 
a  general  officer  to  command  the  whole,  will  here- 
aner  be  desl|[nated  in  general  orders.  The  sev* 
eral  companies  of  artillery,  to  be  annexed  to  the 
advanee  corps,  will  be  furnished  by  the  following 
divisions,  viz :  two  companies  from  the  first  brig- 
ade, and  one  company  from  the  2d  brigade  of  the 
3d  division;  four  companies  from  the  4th  divi- 
iion ;  one  company  from  the  5th  division ;  and 
four  companies  from  the  7th  division. 

Besides  the  abovementioned  companies,  the 
Commande^in-Chief  orders  a  detachment  of  six- 
teen companies  of  infantrj  to  be  immediately 
made  from  the  fourth  division,  properly  officered, 
and  arranged  into  two  regiments,  which  will 
march  to  Boston  without  the  least  unnecessarv 
delay.  Major  General  Mattoon  is  charged  with 
the  arrangement  of  the  regiments. 

Fromthe  9th  division,  the  Commaader-in-Chief 
orders  eight  companies  of  infantry  to  be  detached, 
properly  officered,  formed  into  a  regiment,  and 
marched  to  Boston.  Major  Qencrals  Mattoon 
and  Whiton  will  assign  field  officers  for  the  troops 
to  be  detached  from  their  respective  divisions; 
and  the  Commander-in-Chief  relies  on  their  ex- 
perience and  zeal  to  carry  this  order  into  the 
most  prompt  and  energetic  effect.  As  soon  as 
the  troops  shall  commence  their  march,  each 
Major  General  will  give  notice  of  it  to  the  Ad- 
jutant General. 

All  the  troops  must  be  well  armed,  accoutred, 
and  equipped,  and  provided  with  ammunition,  pro- 
Tistons^  knapsacks,  and  blankets^  as  the  law  re- 
quires. The  men  will  be  supplied  with  rations 
When  they  arrive  at  the  place  of  destination,  and 


will  receive  pay  from  the  time  of  their  bei^tfr 
bodi^. 

The  security  of  the  town  snd  harborof  Bc:a 
being  an  object  of  primary  importiDce>C» 
mander-in-Ch ief,  while  he  wishee  to  ^r  tk 
principal  energies  of  the  State  to  (hedusoni 
of  this  end,  is  solicitous  to  render  the  miirai^Bdi- 
ton  itself  as  efficient  as  possible.  Wii^^t^nev 
he  orders  the  infantry  of  the  3d  brigi^:^ 
1st  division,  commanded  by  Brigadier  Gasl 
Welles,  to  be  called  out  by  regimeoti  nrxx 
two  days  successively,  for  the  porpoxof  ta^rti- 
ing  their  diseiplinei,  already  respecuUts^af 
enabling  them  to  practise  the  higher  dotierie 
field.  This  order  is  committed  to  Bcipdwiis- 
eral  Welles,  whose  knowledge  is  uelics^ieiisr 
mated  zeal  in  the  service  of  hiscoQotry.Das!» 
sure  to  his  exertions  the  highest  effect.  Therie 
will  be  continued  in  operhtion  antil  rPTokei  T^ 
flank  companies  of  tnis  brigade  will  beiwTd 
for  other  service. 

The  troops  called  intoaetatl  serrieebrtii 
order,  will  serve  three  months  after  tbefrm 
at  their  ultimate  rendezvous,  aolesi  sooKris- 
charged.    By  his  Bxcelleney't  comioni 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  James  Moans,  SecRtvyi^i^ 
to  his  Ezoellen<7  Celeb  Stnug^Gofcmri/Ki^ 
chuietti,  dated 

Septbmbeb  IZlSii 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  leeeiR !« 
Excellency's  letter  of  the  7th  iastant 

The  attack  of  the  enemy  oa  Bal(i»n.ia 
probable  eventual  attack  on  other  pbeft*-^ 
the  heavy  duties  incident  thereto,picaiif '^'^ 
Department,  have  prevented  mjwrtiH^^'' 
an  earlier  day.  . 

It  may  be  satisfactory  to  your  8x»ew!J 
me  to  explain  the  views  and  pno^P'"^!':? 
this  Government  has  acted,  lo  regv^ ^^'^'^ 
fence  of  our  Eastern  frontier. 

It  was  anticipated,  soon  after  the  mbbkw- 
ment  of  the  war,  that,  while  it  listed,  e'«7r 
of  the  Union,  especially  the  seihoard,  w»f^ 
exposed  to  some  decree  of  danger,  gTtti«'^ 
according  to  the  spirit  with  which  ti<w«'"2«' 
be  waged.  It  was  the  doty  of  the  Gojrerwj^ 
to  make  the  best  provision  «g*ii^?<  "*' L^ 
which  might  be  practicable,  and  it  "^^f^ 
that  the  provision  should  contiooe  w« 
cause  existed.  _      -^ 

The  arrangement  of  the  VnM  8«iw  •J 
military  districts,  with  a  certain  V^^V:, 
rejoUr  force,  artillery,  and  infsniry,.""*'^ 
officer  of  the  regular  army,  of  "f*"^^-]! 
high  rank,  in  each  district,  with  pof«  w  c^ 
for  the  militia  as  circnmstsoees  iB'p^/|^^ 
was  adopted,  with  a  view  to  afford  vit^  K 
tection  to  every  part  that  circunwuD**"' 
admit.  ...    ..^j 

It  was  presumed  that  the  establishinea  * 
small  force  of  the  kind  stated,  eoosfitM 
first  elements  of  an  armv,  in  «•«*»  "**^"!ld, 
aided  by  the  mUiua,  in  case  of  an  ttter» 
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Id  be  adequate  to  its  defence.  Sach  a  force 
ifaotry  aod  artillery  mtgbr  repel  small  preda- 
parties,  aod  form  a  rallyiog  point  for  the 
tia  at  the  more  exposed  and  important  sta* 
I,  in  case  of  more  formidable  invasion.  A 
lar  officer,  of  experience,  stationed  in  the  dis- 
,  actings  nnder  the  authority,  and  poshing  the 
,  of  the  Government,  might  digest  plans  for 
efence ;  select  proper  points  for  works,  and 
rintend  the  erection  of  them ;  call  for  snp- 
t  of  ordnance,  for  tents,  and  camp  equipage; 
imall  arms,  and  bther  munitions  of  war ;  call 
the  militia,  and  dispose  of  the  whole  force, 
se  duties,  it  was  believed,  could  not  be  per- 
led  with  equal  advantage  by  the  officers  of 
nititia,  who,  being  called  into  service  for  short 
IS,  would  not  have  it  in  their  power,  however 
[  qualified  they  might  be  in  other  respects,  to 
St  plans,  and  preserve  that  chain  of  connexion 
system  in  the  whole  business  which  seemed 
spensable.  On  great  consideration,  this  ar- 
;ement  was  deemed  the  most  eligible  that 
d  be  adopted  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
States ;  indeed,  none  other  occurred  that  could 
ilaced  in  competition  with  it.  In  this  mode 
National  Gtovernmeat  acts,  by  its  proper  or- 
s,  over  whom  it  has  control,  aod  tor  whose 
I ge meats  it  is  responsible, 
he  measures  which  may  be  adopted  by  a  State 
'eriHnent  for  the  defenceof  a  Stale  must  be 
lidered  as  its  own  measures,  and  not  those  of 
United  States.  The  expenses  attending  them 
chargeable  to  the  State,  and  not  to  the  Uni- 
States. 

"our  Excellency  will  perceive  that  a  different 
struction  would  lead  into  the  most  important, 
,  as  is  believed,  into  the  most  pernicious  con- 
lences.  If  a  Suite  could  call  out  the  militia, 
subject  the  United  States  to  the  expense  of 
porting  them,  at  its  pleasure,  the  national  au* 
:ity  would  cease,  as  to  that  important  object, 
the  nation  be  charged  with  expenses,  in  the 
isures  producing  which  the  National  Govern* 
Qt  had  no  agency,  and  over  which  it  could 
e  no  controL  This,  however,  though  a  serious 
action  to  such  a  construction,  is  not  the  most 
ghty.  By  taking  the  defence  of  the  State 
}  its  own  hands,  and  out  of  thOj$e  of  the  Gen- 
I  Government,  a  policy  is  introduced,  on  the 
dency  of  which  I  forbear  to  comment.  I  shall 
lark,  only,  that,  if  a  close  union  of  the  States, 
[  a  harmonious  co-operation  between  them 
I  the  General  Government,  are,  at  any  time, 
lessary  for  the  preservation  of  their  independ- 
e,  and  of  those  inestimable  liberties  which 
re  achieved  by  the  valor  and  blood  of  our  an- 
tors,  that  period  may  be  considered  as  having 
red. 

t  follows,  from  this  Tiew  of  the  subject,  that,  if 
force  which  has  been  put  into  service  by  your 
;ellency  has  been  required  by  Major  General 
rborn,  or  received  by  him  and  put  under  his 
mand,  the  expenses  attending  it  will  be  de- 
esd  by  the  United  States.  It  follows,  likewise, 
.  mecessary  consequence,  that,  if  this  force  has 
u  called  into  service  by  the  authority  of  the] 


State,  independently  of  Major  General  Dearborn, 
and  be  not  placed  under  him,  as  commander 
of  the  district,  that  the  State  of  Massachusetts  is 
chargeable  with  the  expense,  and  not  the  United 
States.  Any  claim  watch  the  State  may  have 
to  reimbursement  must  be  judged  of  hereafter,  by 
the  competent  authority,  on  a  full  view  of  all  the 
circumstances  attending  it.  It  is  a  question  which 
lies  beyond  the  authority  of  the  Executive. 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  this  Gov-^ 
ernment  has  no  other  alternative  than  to  adhere 
to  a  system  of  defence,  which  was  adopted,  oik 
great  consideration,  with  the  best  view  to  the 
general  wel&re,  or  to  abandon  it,  and  with  it  a 
principle  held  sacred,  thereby  shrinking  from  its 
duty,  at  a  moment  of  great  peril,  weakening  the 
guards  deemed  necessary  for  the  public  safety, 
and  opening  the  door  to  other  consequences  not 
less  dangerous. 

By  these  remarks  it  is  not  intended  to  conTey 
the  idea  that  a  militia  officer,  of  superior  grade, 
regularly  called  into  service,  shall  not  commana 
an  officer  of  the  regular  army  of  inferior  grade^ 
when  acting  together.  No  such  idea  is  entertained 
by  the  Government.  The  militia  are  relied  on 
essentially  for  the  defence  of  the  country :  in  their 
hands  everything  is  safe.  It  is  the  obiect  of  the 
Government  to  impose  on  them  no  burdens  which 
it  may  be  possible  to  avoid,  and  to  protect  them, 
in  the  discnarffe  of  their  duties,  in  the  enjoyment 
of  all  their  rights. 

The  various  points  which  are  attacked  and 
menaced  by  the  enemy,  especially  in  this  quarter, 
where  they  are  waging,  in  considerable  forc^,  a 
predatory  and  desolating  warfare,  make  it  difficult 
to  provide  immediately  for  all  tne  necessary  ex- 
penditures.  Any  aid  which  the  State  of  Massa* 
chusetts  may  afford  to  the  United  States  to  meet 
those  expenditures,  will  be  cheerfully  received, 
and  applied  to  the  payment  and  support  of  the 
militia  of  that  Slate  in  the  service  or  the  United 
States. 

It  will  be  proper  that  the  money  thus  advanced 
should  be  deposited  in  some  bank  in  Boston,  that 
the  disbursement  of  it  may  be  made  under  the 
authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
as  in  similar  cases  elsewhere.  Credit  will  be  given 
to  the  State  for  such  advances,  and  the  amount 
be  considered  a  loan  to  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

[A  similar  letter  was  written  to  the  Gbvernor 
of  Connecticut.] 


Sharon,  (Conn.,)  July  2, 1812. 

Sir:  His  Excellency  Governor  Griswold  has 
received  from  Major  General  Henry  Dearborn  a 
letter,  under  date  of  the  22d  of  last  month,  re- 
questing that  fhre  companies  of  the  militia  of  this 
State,  detached  conformably  to  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, of  April  10, 1812,  may  be  ordered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  to  wit:  two  compa- 
nies of  artillery,  and  two  companies  of  infantry, 
to  be  placed  under  the  command  of  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Fort  Trumbull,  near  New  Lon- 
don ;  and  one  company  of  artillery,  to  be  station* 
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ed  at  tbe  battery  at  thm  entnDea  of  tbe  harbor  of 
New  HaTeD. 

Impressed  with  the  deep  importance  of  the  re- 
<qoi8itioD,  and  the  serious  cofisideration  it  involves, 
bis  Bzeellency  deemed  it  expedient  to  convene 
tiw  Council,  at  Hartford,  on  Monday,  the  d9lh 
tittimo.  He  has  taken  their  advice  upon  this  in- 
eeresting  subject,  and  has  formed  bis  own  delibe- 
rate opinion ;  but,  as  he  is  under  the  necessity  of 
leaving  the  Slate  on  a  journey,  for  the  recovery 
of  his  healtb,  it  becomes  my  duty,  as  Lieutenant 
Qovernor,  to  communicate  to  you  the  result.  The 
aasurance  contained  in  tbe  OovernoHs  letter  of 
the  17th  June  last  in  answer  to  jrours  of  the  12th 
of  tbeMme  mootn,  was  necessarily  given  in  full 
confidence  that  no  demand  would  be  made  by 
General  Dearborn,  but  in  strict  conformity  to  the 
ConstkutioD  and  laws  of  the  United  Sutes.  His 
Excellency  regrets  to  perceive  that  the  present 
requisition  is  supported  by  neither. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has  or- 
dained that  Congress  may  *'  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the-Union, 
•uppress  ittsunreotioos,  and  repel  invasions."  Ac- 
corainglv  the  acts  of  Congress,  of  February,  1796, 
and  of  ApriU  1812,  do  provide  for  calling  forth 
the  militia  ita  the  exigencies  abovemeotioned. 

The  Governor  is  not  informed  of  any  declara- 
tion, made  bv  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  notice  by  him  given,  that  the  militia  are  re- 
quired ^  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
toress  insurrections,  or  repel  invasions,"  or  that 
^the  United  States  are  in  imminent  danj;er  of 
invasion."  As,  therefore,  none  of  the  contingea- 
oics  enumeraiitd  in  the  Constitution,  and  recog- 
nised by  the  laws,  are  known  to  have  taken  place, 
his  Excellency  considers  that  no  portion  of  the 
militia  of  this  State  can,  under  existing  circum- 
aiances.  be  withdrawn  from  his  authority. 

Furtner,  if  the  call  had  been  justified  by  either 
of  the  Constitutional  exigencies  already  cited^still, 
in  the  view  of  his  Excellency,  an  insuperable  ob- 
jection presents  itself  against  placing  the  men 
under  the  immediate  command  of  an  officer  or 
officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States* 

The  appoiotment  of  the  officers  of  the  militia 
is,  by  the  Constitution,  expressly  reserved  "  to  the 
States,  reflectively."  In  the  event  of  their  being 
called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  cases  before  specified,  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  provide  for  their  being  called  forth  as 
militia^  furnished  with  proper  officers  by  the  State. 
And,  sir,  it  will  not  escape  your  recollection,  that 
the  deuehment  from  the  militia  of  this  State, 
under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  April 
last^  is  regularly  organised  into  a  division,  con- 
sisting of  brigades,  regiments,  battalions,  and  com- 
panies, and  supplied,  conformablv  to  law,  with  all 
the  necessary  officers.  His  Excellency  conceives, 
then,  that  an  order  to  detach  a  number  of  comfNi- 
nies,  sufficient  for  the  command  of  a  battalion 
officer,  and  place  them  under  the  command  of  an 
officer  of  the  United  States,  cannot  with  propria 
ety  be  executed,  unless  we  were  also  prepared 
to  admit  that  the  privates  may  be  separated  from 
their  company  officers,  and  transferred  into  the 


Army  of  the  United  States;  lhnslaTiit:ht& 
cers  of  the  militia  without  aay  eoBSMi  h  a 
name,  and  in  cfiect  impairing,  if  sot  imh 
ittg,  the  militia  iiaelC  so  saemly  pmmivj 
the  Constitution  to  the  several  8tu& 

Under  these  impressions  the  Gnoiv  kit 
thought  proper,  by  and  with  the  ainiif  tk 
Council,  to  refuse  a  compliance  witii  U(R|Hi- 
tion  of  Major  General  Dearborn. 

His  Ezeellencv  is  sincerely  disposed  atn|iY 
promptly  with  all  the  CoastitatioBiiie|witf 
the  National  Execative— a  disponiios  viiekis 
ever  been  manifested  by  the  Qstenantx  tb 
State;  aad  he  lamento  the  occtsio&whAto 
compels  him  to  yield  obedience  to  the  pmsw 
authority  of  the  Conatitntion  and  hunof  beW 
ted  States.  He  tmau  the  Genertl  Gortnw: 
will  speedily  provide  an  adeqoste  lotakm 
security  and  protection  of  the  fsaeoist.  \iii 
meantime  hb  Exeellency  has  inocd  ik  «» 
sary  orders  to  the  Gkneml  ofliccrs  eoaau^ 
the  militia  in  that  quarter,  to  be  in  mSMs  a 
repel  any  invaaion  which  may  beattm^epm 
that  portion  of  the  State ;  and  lo  e(H»aite  t £ 
such  part  of  the  National  forces  u  ilalibeti- 
ployed  for  the  same  purpose. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  dx. 

JOHN  COTTON  SiTi 

Hon.  William  EosTre, 

Secretary  4f  MFar. 


Bxtimct  of  a  letter  from  his  £zoeUesc7li&^ 
Smith,  to  the  Seaetaiy  of  WuM  ^ 
Nmw  LonooH,  Aie  I  ^'^ 

I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  6di  ia^^^ 
found  about  six  hundred  of  the  miiitii « » 
State  stationed  on  the  two  sides  of  lie  iiiff>^ 
had  been  assembled  under  tbecHtoasn^''*' 
tioned  in  my  letter  from  Hartford,  of  t^*''*^ 

I  ^all  not  disband  any  part  oii^tw^o^ 
a  communication  is  received  CtiaCouwaR 
Decatur,  being  heartily  dtspmei  ViveA^ 
views  in  affording  all  possible  FOtceUBt  to  v 
squadron  and  harbor.  I  will  addieap^^ 
before  my  departure  from  this  ptu^^^"^ 
meantime,  am  desirous  of  recstriiif  \k^f^ 
tions  of  the  President  as  to  the  cmn^f^^ 
be  pursued. 

ExUact  of  a  letter  fiom  his  ExoaMCfS<^  ^^ 
Smith,  to  the  Seeretaiy  of  War,  diled 

On  a  consultation  withCommodoriDf^ 
as  proposed  in  my  last,it  wascoDclodc4l»^ 
the  whpk  of  the  militia  thea  •»«b^'^Jl 
their  places  could  be  supplied  bj  tvo  ffg*^ 
drawn  from  the  iieighborhood>  Oalen  «*^ 
sued  accordingly.  ^ 

But,  on  the  arrival  of  the  two  regio^B'^,^ 
mation  was  received  that  a  bomb  keteii 


added  to  the  enemy's  squadron,  sod  ^^1^ 
ations  were  evidently  makinff  ^^'^'^  '^^ 
the  instance  of  Commodore  Oeeatur}  wb^^ 
best  his  own  capacity  of  meeting  tJie  tfr'  < 
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d  OB  whose  opiDioo,  thercfote,  I  muaft  ^Mliy 
Y)  the  whole  foree  wm  direeitd  to  remaio,  ex- 
ptJBfr  so«h  iodividoalsas  were  ander  a  preettDg 
eetsiiy  of  retarnieg  to  their  homes.  The  iHim- 
r  of  militia  now  here  i$  about  fifieea  hondred, 
^ludiog  oSeeis* 


tract  of  a  letter  from  hie  ExmUadcj  John  Cotton 
Smithy  to  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  dated 

New  London,  June  16, 1812. 

Toar  favor  of  the  13th  imtant  if  reeeired,  and 
»  afforded  me  maeh  pleas vre. 
rhe  details  in  my  letter  of  the  12th  iaslaas,  I 
ist,  will  foM^  justify,  ia  the  view  of  the  Ptesi- 
St  the  addHiooal  foree  ii  was  then  thought  ae- 
(sary  to  employ.  Afbr  closiag  my  despstehes 
that  day,  the  hoetlle  fleet  got  uoder  sail,  ap- 
»aohed  the  harbor,  and  firsd  severai  shots  at  the 
ards,  and,  to  all  appearaaee,  were  meditaiiag 
attaek. 

Whether  the  display  of  so  respectable  a  body 
troops,  or  some  other  cause,  diseonraged  them 
>m  the  attempt  is  not  known.  The  enterprise 
18  for  that  time  abandoned,  and  on  the  14th 
'0  of  their  ships  passed  eastwar4|  oat  of  the 
mod. 

As  soon  as  information  of  this  dimination  of 
t  squadron  was  receired,  orders  were  issued  te 
(band  the  two  regiments  that  were  first  brought 
to  the  field,  and  a  further  rednetioa  of  the  troops 
this  day  made,  to  the  number  mentioned  in 
ur  letter. 


Ltrsct  of  a  letter  fiwn  his  BxceUencgr  lohn  Cotton 
9wAf  lo  4is  Sscretaiy  of  War,  dated 

State  of  CoififBCTicoT) 

Sffkaron,  AitgnH  1, 1814. 

Your  letter  of  the  4th  July  last  reached  me  on 
e  16th  of  the  same  moMhi. 
Although  there  appease  to  be  no  act  of  Con- 
ess  expressly  authorizing  a  detaehment  from 
e  militia,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  your 
immunication,  yet  toe  respect  due  to  a  recomr 
endation  from  the  President,  baTiog  for  Its  ob- 
ct  the  defence  of  the  country,  indaeed  me,  with- 
it  unnecessary  delay,  to  convene  the  Council  of 
e  State,  and  to  submit  the  proposition  to  their 
■nsideration. 

That  honorable  body  baring  advised  the  Exe- 
itive  to  detach  the  number  or  militia  suggested, 
the  proportion  of  Connecticutj  orders  were  im- 
ediately  issued  to  that  effect,  and  you  will  be 
•eedily  informed,  by  the  proper  officer,  of  their 
lecution. 


ipy  of  a  letter  from  Qeneral  Coshiag  to  hk  Bxosl- 
leacy  Goremor  Smith,  dated 

Mil.  DisT.,  No.  2,  HEAoauARTCBe, 

New  London^  Aug.  1, 1814. 

Sir:  I  hare  been  notified  by  the  Secretary  of 
rar  that,  on  tha  4th  day  of  July  last,  a  requisi- 
m  was  made  on  the  Execatire  of  the  State  of 


Connecticut  ibr  a  hodjf  of  militia,  to  be  organized 
and  held  in  readiness  tor  immediate  serrice;  and 
lam  instructed  by  him,  "in  case  of  actual  or 
menaced  inrasion  of  the  district  under  my  cpm- 
mand,  to  call  for  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  quo- 
tas assigned  to  the  States  of  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Islaod,  which  shall  hare  been  organized 
and  equipped  under  the  aforesaid  requisition.'' 
But  ia  the  performance  of  this  duty  I  am  charged 
*^  to  aroid  ali  unnecessary  calls  ;  to  proportion  the 
calls  to  the  exisency;  and  to  hare  inspected, 
without  deiav,  aU  corps  entering  on  the  serrice, 
to  the  end  that  men  who,  from  any  cause,  are 
unfit  therefor,  be  promptly  discharged,  and  that  a 
due  proportion,  in  all  eases,  be  maintained  be- 
tween officers  and  pri rates." 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  call  any  part  of 
the  quota  of  Connecticut  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  at  this  time;  but  it  is  desirable  that 
the  draught  be  made,  and  the  men  held  in  readi* 
ness  for  immediate  serrice,  whenever  circumr 
stances  may  indicate  an  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  to  invade  any  part  of  the  State.  Aqd 
I  hara,  therefore,  to  request  your  Excellency  to 
inform  me  whether  the  quota  of  militia  required 
of  this  State  by  the  aforesaid  requisition  has  been, 
or  will  be  "organized  and  held  in  readiness  for 
immediate  service  ?"  whetber^  on  my  re<;[uisitioa| 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  militia  will  he 
ordered  into  the  serrice  of  the  United  States  in 
the  first  instance,  or  to  such  General  and  field 
officers  as  naay  hare  been  detailed  for  tl^s serrice 7 
and,  generally,  that  your  Excellency  would  be 
pleased  to  faror  me  with  such  information  and 
opinions,  in  relation  to  the  objects  and  designs  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  the  defence  of  this  State,  as 
you  may  think  proper  to  communicate. 

I  hare  only  to  add  that,  as  commanding  officer 
of  this  military  district,  it  will  be  my  constant 
endearor  to  preserre  the  strictest  harmony  and 
good  will  between  the  National  troops  and  the 
militia ;  and  that  the  rights  of  the  latter,  as  se- 
cured br  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  our  coan- 
trv,  shah  be  duly  respected  by  erexy  officer  and 
soldier  under  my  coo^mand. 


Ezlnflls  of  a  letjksr  fiem  John  C.  tauth  te  Gensn^ 

Gushing,  date4 

Statb  of  CoNllECTICnT, 

Sharon^  August  4, 1814. 

^  I  hare  the  pieaeare  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant. 

^  The  AdjntaaiOeaeral  is  directed  to  send  yon 
a  transeripc  of  the  Gteoeral  Ordersi  issued  on  the 
28th  ultimo,  for  organizing  and  hoidtag  in  readi«> 
ness  a  body  uf  militia,  pursuant  to  a  recommend- 
ation from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
To  that  document  I  nuKt  refer  you  for  answers 
19  mosjt  of  your  inquirifls." 

**  The  militia,  whenerec  their  sat  rices  are  re- 
quired, will  explect  tp  march  under  orders  received 
from  their  Commander-in-Chief;  and  such  orders 
as  the  exigency  demand,  you  may  re&t  assured, 
shall  be  promptly  girea." 
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Btatb  of  GONHBOnoUT, 

Hartford,  July  28, 1814. 
Chneral  Orden: 

The  Coco maQdeMo-Chief  has  received  a  com* 
naoication  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  inviting  the  Executives  of  certain  States 
to  organize,  and  hold  In  readiness  for  immediate 
service,  a  corps  of  ninety-three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred men,  ^'as  a  measure  of  precaution  to  strength* 
en  ourselves  on  the  line  of  the  Atlantic,"  and  as- 
signing, as  the  quota  of  Connecticut,  three  hun- 
dred artillery,  irtid  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
infantry,  with  a  detail  of  Gkneral  and  Staff  offi- 
cers. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  having  thought  pro- 
per, by  advice  of  the  Council,  to  comply  with  the 
recommendation,  directs  that  dispositions  be  im- 
mediatelv  made  for  carrying  the  same  into  effect. 
Accordingly  the  number  of  artillery  and  infan- 
try abovem^entioned,  including  the  regimental 
tiincera^  will  be  detached  from  the  militia  of  the 
State,  exempting  from  the  draught  such  as  have, 
either  in  person  or  by  substitute,  performed  a  tour 
of  doty  the  |>resent  season.    Volunteer  uniform 
companies  will  be  accepted.    The  whole  to  be 
formed  into  four  regiments,  and  duly  officered. 
Their  places  of  rendezvous  as  follows,  to  wit :  for 
the  first  regiment,  Hartford;  for  the  second.  New 
Haven ;  for  the  third,  Norwich ;  and  for  the  fourth, 
Fairfield.  One  Major  General  and  one  Brigadier 
General  will  be  detailed  in  the  usual  manner; 
also  one  Deputy  Quartermaster  General;  and, 
instead  of  an  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  (there 
being  no  such  officer  in  the  militia  of  this  State,) 
there  shall  be  detailed  one  Division  Inspector. 

The  troops  thus  detached  are  to  be  completely 
armed  and  equipped  according  to  law,  and,  until 
otherwise  directed,  will  be  held  in  readiness  to 
march  at  a  moment^  warning,  for  the  purpose  of 
repelling  invasions  of  the  enemy,  under  such 
orders  as  they  shall  receive  from  the  Commander- 
in-Chief. 

Notwithstanding  this  arrangement,  it  is  confi- 
dently expected  that  the  whole  body  of  militia, 
and  every  other  description  of  military  force,  will 
bear  in  mind  the  general  orders  issued  on  the  19tb 
of  April  last,  and  will  stand  in  complete  readi- 
neta  for  the  defence  of  the  State,  at  tois  aoasaal 
period  of  difficulty  and  danger. 

B-  HUNTINGTON,  Adj.  Cfen. 

NoBWioH,  Augy$t  11, 1814. 
Sib:  By  desire  of  his  Bxceliency  Governor 
Smith,  I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  his  geaeral 
order,  of  28th  July,  for  your  information,  on  some 
poinu  of  inquiry  made  to  him.    I  am,  «c., 

E.  HUNTINGTON, il(l/.  Oen. 
Brigadier  General  Cobhino. 

Oopy  of  a  letter  from  General  Gushing  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Gonnecticut,  dated 

Mil.  Dibt.,  No.  2,  HEADauABTBBB, 

New  London^  Augutt  10, 1814. 
Sib:  By  Major  General  Williams's  commoni- 
eation  of  this  date,  your  Bzoelleney  will  bo  folly 


inforiOed  of  the  sUle  of  things  tntbii^ntt 
and  by  the  enclosed  district  order,  thttfkcai^ 
ordered  out  by  him,  at  my  rMaest,are{»ftrsi 
brigade,  in  the  service  of  the  Uaitcd  ^ma,  uk 
the  command  of  Brigadier  Geaeral  Ukl 

Tour  Excellency's  eommomeatiot  icae  ^ 
instant  was  received  this  moraing,  vmiM 
General  Williams  has  furnished  mevami 
general  order  of  the  28th  of  Joly ;  but  I  kiniord 
nothing  from  the  Adjutant  Geoeral  oi  ibn- 
ject. 

It  is  myopiniott  that  thenfetjof  ib^ 
requires  that  fifteen  hundred  iBfutry,iiim 
companies  of  artillery,  duly  ol&eered.  ui«iK 
commanded  by  a  Brigadier  GeoenI  i  oi 
Stau's  quota  of  niacty-three  tbooiudfiRMi 
dred  men,  required  by  the  Presideot  of  tkCv 
ted  States  ^^  to  be  organized  aod  beldinraiBa 
for  immediate  service,"  shoold  be  iandak^ 
detached  from  the  said  quota,  tadoidatdatK 
place,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  tbeniSuui 
on  duty  here,  if  circa mslaocesuooidjvti^tu 
measure,  or  to  increase  our  meaoi  of  dte-a 
the  event  of  more  formidable  tnd  rifff«  if 
eratioBs  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Ab^  1^" 
the  honor  to  request  your  EUcelieDefUMV 
and  place  the  said  deuchment  aoderif^ 
mand.  It  is  desiimble  that  the  Brigadier  G^ 
to  be  deUched  on  this  service  should  be  iiscK» 
by  your  Bxcelleoey  to  report  hioudf  uet^ 
letter,  immediately  after  he  shall  hareliM^ 
detacned,  to  inform  me  of  his  roateioUi?«<i 
and  the  probable  time  of  his  arrival;  ui^i*' 
ceive  and  obey  any  orders  he  may  iceeife^ 
me  while  on  hts  march. 

I  have  the  hoaor  to  be,  Ac^     ^„ 

T.  H.  CUSfllNG. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Smith, 

Governor  of  CotmeciiaiL 


Copy  of  Adjntant  General  P.  P.  dtkjf^'*'^ 

dated 

Miu  DisT.,  No.  2,  HBiMCi"**^.., 
New  London,  Ah^^^^^^ 

Dietria  Ordere:  _^ 

The  militia  of  this  State,  ordered  iou  f^ 
yesterday  by  Major  General  Williams,  it^^ 
quest  of  the  Commanding  Geoeral  of  ibeo^ 
are  to  be  considered  in  the  service  di^^ 
Sutes,  and  will  form  a  brigade,  under  i»  | 
mand  of  Brigadier  General  Isbam,  wbo  vui 
nish  a  return,  by  regiments,  to  the  Adjutu^ 
eral  of  the  district  the  soonest  possible. 

Until  the  proper  retarns  of  Geaeral  I 
brigade  can  be  obtained,  the  <:oDtractorVHi 
provisions  on  the  reqoisitioosofMiJorC^ 
countersigned  by  theCommsodiogGeii^ 
the  Major  will  be  held  resposaible  fortiiej 
application  of  all  provisions  so  reeeirei 
which  must  be  covered  by  regular  iti^^ 
soon  as  the  strength  of  the  brigade  eto  k*^ 
tained. 
By  order  of  the  GommandiogOeo^L 

P.  P.  scfluyLBi^ 
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met  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  T.  H. 
Caihing  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Mil.  DisT.,  No.  2,  HEADauARTEBs, 
New  London,  Aug,  12, 1814, 10  o^dock^  P.  M, 

By  the  letter  of  the  Ilth  instant,  from  Got- 

or  Smith,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  yon  will 

that  he  has  ordered  the  militia  called  for  on 

10th;  bat,  for  the  reasons  therein  stated, 

ms  ih6  right  of  placing  a  Major  Qeoeral  at 

r  head.    I  shall  endeayor  to  satisfy  him  that, 

h  the  number  of  men  called  for,  a  Major  Gkn- 

cannot  be  received ;  but,  if  he  should  per- 

how  is  the  difficulty  to  be  gotten  over  7" 

ract  of  a  letter  ftom  John  Cotton  Smith  to  General 

Gushing,  dated 

State  op  CoNNECTicnr,  Sharon, 
August  11, 1814,  9  bVlodir,  A,  M. 

Your  communication,  by  express,  is  this  mo- 
lt received. 
Major  General  Williams  is  directed  to  retain 

militia  now  on  duty  until  they  shall  be  re- 
ed by  the  force  ordered  out,  conformably  to 
r  request,  or  unless  circumstances  shall  justify 
earlier  dismission. 

It  is  probable  the  draught  for  the  new  detach- 
it  is  not  completed;  but  Brigadier  General 
k,  detailed  under  the  orders  of  the  28th  ultimo, 
istructed,  by  the  return  of  the  express,  to  has- 
it  as  fast  as  possible,  and  to  march,  without 
omeot's  delay,  with  the  first  and  third  regi- 
its,  whose  places  of  rendezvous  are  Hartford 

Norwich.  Their  numbern  will  make  the 
iplement  you  require,  including  artillery. 
As  the  force  requested  by  you  will  constitute 
BJority  of  the  detachment,  there  is  an  evident 
>riety  that  it  should  be  commanded  by  the 
or  Gkncral  detailed  pursuant  to  the  recom- 
idation  of  the  President.  He  will  accordingly 
irected  to  enter  the  service  as  soon  as  the  ne- 
ary  arrangements  will  permit.  In  the  mean- 
9  Brigadier  General  Lusk  is  ordered  to  report 
self  to  you  agreeably  to  your  desire." 


«ct  of  a  letterfrom  Brigadier  General  T.  H.  Cnsh* 
ing  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Mil.  Dibt.,  No.  2,  HsADauARTBRS, 

Ntm  London,  August  29, 1814. 

I  deem  it  proper,  at  this  time,  to  lay  before 
a  copy  of  my  correspondence  with  Governor 
th,  from  the  14th  to  the  28th,  inclusive,  lin- 
ing to  relinquish  his  project  for  introducing  a 
or  General  of  militia  into  the  service  of  the 
ted  Slates,  the  Governor  has  attempted  to 
rail  on  me  lo  accept  a  command  of  six  hun- 
I  men,  to  be  posted  at  New  Haven,  under  the 
mand  of  Major  General  Taylor,  who,  it  ap- 
s,  must  be  provided  for. 
I  have  agreed  to  accept  the  men,  if  properly 
ered,  because  it  will  enable  me  to  discharge 
^qual  number,  which  must  otherwise  be 
Khed  from  this  neighborhood;  but  1  have  J 
(edly  refused  to  recognise  the  Major  Gene- ) 


ral,  or  to  have  the  men  mnttervd  and  supplied, 
on  any  other  consideration  but  that  of  their  oeiag 
subject  to  my  orders." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Cashing  to 
his  Excellency  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  dated 

Mil.  DisTh  No.  2,  HaADauARTBRe, 

New  London,  August  14, 1814. 

''A  brigade  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
should  consist  of  two  thousand  men,  and  the  de« 
tachment  of  militia  required  of  your  Bzcelleocy, 
by  my  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  does  not  exceed 
one  thousand  seven  hundred^  which  is  probably 
less  than  any  brigade  of  militia  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut.  In  asking  for  a  Brigadier  General 
to  command  this  force,  I  have  certainly  gone  as 
far  as  I  am  authorized  by  my  instructions  from 
the  War  Department;  which  are,  ''that  a  dne 
proportion,  in  all  eases,  be  maintained  between 
officers  and  privates  ;^  and  I  trust  that,  on  reflec- 
tion, your  Excellency  will  relinquish  the  idea  of 
ordering  a  Major  General  to  assume  the  command 
of  less  than  a  complete  brigade. 

"  Should  circumstances  require  a  farther  call 
for  men,  to  an  extent  equal  to  a  Major  General's 
command,  including  the  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred, 1  shall  not  iailto  include  that  officer  in  my 
requisition." 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Cashing  to 
his  Excellency  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  dated 

MiIm  DiBT.,  No.  2,  HBAnoDARTBaa, 
New  London,  August  24, 1814. 

A  copy  of  your  Excellency's  letter  to  me  of  the 
11th  instant  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an 
extract  of  a  letter  from  him  on  the  subject  of 
militia  draughts,  and  a  copy  of  the  rules  referred 
to  in  his  letter. 

In  acting  on  the  late  requisition  of  the  Presi- 
dent, for  three  thousand  men,  to  be  organized  for 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  I  had  presumed 
that  your  Excellency  would  have  pursued  the 
course  suggested  by  that  requisition,  and  formed 
the  State's  quota  into  three  regiments,  of  one 
thousand  men  each ;  and,  under  that  impression, 
in  my  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  I  did  not  express 
the  number  of  privates,  non-commissioned  and 
commissioned  omcers,  required.  It  now  appears 
that  a  different  course  has  been  adopted,  and  the 
quota  of  the  State  formed  into  four  regiments; 
but,  although,  in  point  of  form,  there  is  consider* 
able  difference  between  the  three  thousand  men, 
as  organized  by  your  Excellency,  and  the  same 
number,  as  organized  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  yet,  as  a  due  proportion  between  officers 
and  privates  will  be  maintained^  and  no  additional 
expense  incurred,  I  shall  consider  the  spirit  and 
intention  of  the  rule  as  having  been  fully  com- 
plied with,  by  the  organization  which  your  Ex- 
cellency has  been  pleased  to  direct. 
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Bxiraei  of  a  letter  from  liii  BvoelloDCf  John  Cottoa 
Snith,  GoTonier  of  the  State  of  ConDocticiit,  to 
Brigodier  Genonl  Ciuhingy  lUted 

Habtpord,  August  25y  1814. 

^  As  voa  seem,  sir,  not  to  have  anderstood,  eor- 
reetly,  tne  ?iews  of  this  Gtoreroiaeot,  with  respect 
to  the  late  detaehmeDt,  it  is  fit  that  I  state  tnem 
to  70U  distinetlf. 

**  The  eommiiBieatioii  from  the  War  Depart- 
meat,  under  dale  of  the  4ih  Jaly  last,  relative  to 
a  decachmeni  from  the  militia,  for  the  purpose 
therein  mentioQed,  did  not  assume  the  style  of  a 
'cequisitioo/  and  for  the  ohvious  reason,  that  there 
existed  no  lav  to  authorise  it.  The  invitation  (for 
aiich  was  its  pnrport)  was  accepted  hy  the  Eieeu- 
tive  of  this  Sute,  from  a  desue  to  eoH^perate  in 
what  appeared  to  the  President  a  proper  measure 
of  defence  for  the  Atlantic  coast.  The  terms  of 
compliance  are  cooteined  in  the  general  orders 
issued  OB  the  38th  July,  a  transcript  of  which 

Jou  have  received.  In  organizing  the  regiment, 
conformed  as  neatly  as  possih^e  to  the  act  of 
Congress,  passed  the  8th  May,  1793.  I  am  not 
informed  thai  there  is  now  in  operation  any  other 
act  of  the  National  Legislature  on  that  sohject. 
If  your  iastruetions  from  the  War  Department 
maierialiy  interfere  with  the  requirements  of  this 
act,  it  is  indeed  a  sabject  of  regret,  but  not  of 
doubt,  as  te  the  authority  which  ought,  in  such 
ease,  to  prevail. 

*^  I  am  happy,  however,  to  perceive,  that  you 
do  not  consider  the  difference  as  essentially  vary- 
ng  th«  result.'' 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  Genera]  Cashing  to 
his  Bxoellsaey  John  Cotton  Smith,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  CoBBeettcuL  dated 


Muu  D18T.,  Nq.  3,  HaAnaoABTBma, 

Amgutt  38, 1814. 

*^  Your  ExcelleBey'tf  letter  of  the  3ftth  instant 
was  received  last  evening,  and  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  Secretery  of  War  by  the  next  bmiL 

**  Not  having  the  communication  from  the  War 
Department,  under  dale  of  the  4th  July,  before 
me,  when  my  letter  to  your  Bxcelienoy.  of  the 
34th  instant,  was  written,  I  inadvertently  used 
the  term  requisition,  when  1  should  have  em- 
ployed that  of  invitation ;  and  I  beg  Uave  to  as- 
sure your  Bzceilencj  that  this  was  done  without 
any  intention  or  desire  of  giving  to  the  invitation 
of  the  President,  or  the  acceptance  of  your  Bx- 
cdlency,  a  diiSerent  understanding  from  that  origi- 
nally intended.'' 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  T.  H.  Cash- 
ing to  the  Secretary  of  Wsr,  dated 

Miu  DieT.,  No.  3,  IlsAD^i7iUiTfia«, 
New  ImMh  ^'  2)  1814. 
^  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Governor  Smith,  of  the  30th  of  August, 
'with  my  reply  of  this  date. 

*^It  is  now  pretty  evident  that  the  Governor 
and  Council  have  determined  thst  their  militia 
shall  not  be  commanded  by  an  officer  of  the  Uni- 


ted States  i  and  it  is  possible  an  tuaspiiaiii 
made  to  withdraw  the  brigade  aowiasoria. ! 
am,  however,  of  opinion,  that  this  willftotkiba 
before  the  meeting  of  the  LegialitaR.* 


Copy  of  a  letles  bfm  h«  BzssisBcjJflhaSBi 
to  Brigadier  General  C«hiiic,hii 

HutTPOBD,  AmtAXBii 

Sir:  Colonel  Wald  has  delivered  De^wlffia 
of  the  38th  instant. 

In  referring  you  to  the  viewi  of  this  ta- 
ment  respecting  the  detaehmeathttlfK^iid 
it  was  my  design  not  to  criticise  yoor  lassie 
but  to  point  your  attention  to  the  pmbeyi^ 
tiotts  upon  which  thai  detachmeBt  iv  istti 
The  right  of  eomnaad,  yon  will  pereeirtd 
pressly  resenred.  The  detachmcBt  tkos  0 
tuled  is  accepted;  and  with  a  koovledgedsi 
reservation  just* mentioned,  yoo  reqacstdiio^ 
portion  of  the  troops  for  poblie  serriee.  f e^ 
ever  sentiments,  therefore,  may  be  entertrief  ^ 
to  the  right  of  the  Bxecntive  of  iheSttStj 
rect  its  military  force,  when  ordioarily ea^'W 
in  the  national  service,  it  sardrcaoootbefs' 
tioned  in  the^ present  ins^tance.   If,tifOira|^ 


a  spirit  of  accommodation  which  vili  k  ^ 
appreciated.  . 

I  think,  sir,  you  will  be  satisfied,  o?»w^ 

lion,  that  you  should  have  re^u^'^fr 
General,  when  you  called  for  a  myx^V^ 
detachment;  especially  if  you  coDsi<lffil««*^ 
other  brigade  ofmilitia  was  at  thtttioe  csieiTi 
and,  from  appearances,  the  service  of  bo4»| 
become  necessary.  That  a  BrigidierGjKa'j 
the  regular  army,  with  no  troops  is  "'■J 
should  insist  on  the  command  of  two  ^^°'] 
ades  of  milita^  whose  Brigadier  GeajeW^* 
nior  commissions,  would  have  P"**!*^- 
which  neither  precedcntnor  principle«K^?~; 
To  avoid  so  unusual  and  embirrassiBttsa^^ 


things,  it  became  my  duty  to  order  tte 
General  into  service.    Havtni;  been  piop0i|? 
tailed,  no  casjoal  diminutipa  of  nambenci^*'^ 

his  right  of  commandt  r    j^a 

I  enclose  you  the  opinion  of  the  Cow«»_^ 
lalion  as  well  to  this  point  as  to  tbeeap^P 
of  a  larger  force  at  New  Haven  and  mW 
Their  opinion  is  in  perfect  accerdaaeevi^ 
owo.  and,  therefore,  will  be  carried  i«o« 
The  troops  destined  for  these  P<»2 1J|"  !l 
at  New  Haven  on  the  8th,  aod  at  BmS^P 
the  13th  of  September  next  If  do  oiecHi^ 
United  States  appears  to  mnster  ^«"«  ^J. 
will  be  perforoied  by  an  officer  of »«  e 
agreeably  to  the  late  act  of  Coagrec.  IJ  ^^ 
are  withheld  by  your  order,  they  will  be'on^ 
by  the  proper  officers  of  the  State,  and  ^^ 
over  to  the  United  States.  ^ 

It  is  hoped  the  services  of  the  tiwrt  ^ 
may  be  dispensed  with  for  ^^y^^'^t 
Prom  the  harmony  with  which  "»«*^ 
ccndueted  the  last  season,  under  so  ariur^ 
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ne  htHitia. 


i  essentialljr  dissimilar,  I  flattered  myself  that 
lemper  eqtially  conciliatory  woald  distlDguish 
i  present  campalgD.  Whilst  I  lament  that  any 
Terence  of  opinion  should  exist  as  to  the  par- 
alar  mode  01  defendiiig  oar  eoantry,  at  a  mo- 
*nt  when  its  dearest  interests  are  in  jeopardy,  I 
mot  lose  sight  of  the  high  duties  which  I  am 
emnly  boaod  to  discharge. 


tract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  GoYemor  and 
[^^oundl,  at  a  meeting  held  at  Hartford,  the  94di 
lay  of  Attgnst,  A.  D.  1814. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  laid  before  the 
luncil  a  correspondence  between  him  and 
igadier  General  Cashing,  in  regard  to  the 
mmand  of  two  regiments  of  the  militia  of  this 
ate,  now  in  service,  and  requested  the  advice 
the  Council  thereon. 

The  Oooadll,  on  nrafure  (kfliberftiion,  eaooot 
abt  the-tiglit  or  ex|»cfdiettey^ttbder  eztstng  cir- 
iDstances,  of  having  in  service,  from  this  ftlate, 
Viftjor  Getteral|  feutborised  to  command  such 
riions  of  the  military  force  as  is,  or  may  be,  in 
rvice  for  its  defence. 


:tract  of  a  letter  firom  Genisril  Cashing  to  J<4m  G. 
Smith,  Governor  of  Conaeetieat,  dated 

Mil.  DnT»  No.  2,  HxAoaoAiiTBRs, 
Nkfw  London^  Sept.  2, 1814. 
Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  30th  of  August 
Its  received  this  morning  by  the  Soathern  mail. 
"Whether  1  have  understood  "  the  views  of  the 
>vernment,  (Connecticat)  respecting  the  de- 
shmeot  lately  organized,"  or  not,  is,  in  my  esti- 
ation,  a  qtiestion  of  no  importance  at  this  time, 
ice,  by  referring  to  my  letter  of  the  10th  of 
jgust,  yoor  Excellency  will  there  find  the  con- 
;ions  on  which  the  draoghted  militia,  now  in 
'Vice,  were  asked  for,  and  hi^ve  been  received 
:o  the  service  of  the  United  States.  If  these 
nditions  did  not  accord  with  the  "  views  of  this 
^vemment,"  it  is  not  for  me  to  assign  the  mo- 
^e  which  indaced  your  Excellency  to  make  the 
tachment ;  but,  while  I  tegret  that  any  misun- 
rstanding  shoald  exist  on  this  subject,  I  feel  con* 
ent  that  my  commaaicationsbave  been  too  ez- 
cit  to  leave  a  donbt  as  to  the  course  authorized 
d  enjoined  by  the  €h)vernment  of  the  United 
ates. 


j^ 


as  I  understand,  refuses  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quest, and  on  grounds  which,  in  my  view,  ar« 
wholly  inadmissible. 

It  is  my  duty,  sir,  to  inform  yon  of  these  cif- 
cumstances,  and  to  express  the  assurance  I  fe^l 
that  you  will  order  the  requisite  supplies  to  be 
immediately  furnished. 


-tract  of  a  letter  from  his  Exeelleni^  John  Cotton 
Smith  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Statz  ot  Connzotiout, 

HBor^ord^  Sept.  3, 1814. 

In  conseonence  of  the  exposed  and  defenceless 
nation  ot  the  town  of  Now  Haven,  znd  borough 

Bridgeport,  I  huve  thought  proper,  by  the  ad-' 
ee  of  the  Cooneil,  to  order  into  service  six  hzn- 
ed  mfen,  for  the  protection  of  these  places. 
The  general  office!r  ofthe  United  States, located 

New  London,  has  been  advised  of  tkia  proee- 
ire,  and  has  also  been  requited  to  caase  the 
>op8  to  be  duly  mastered  and  sapplied. 
lie  admim  the  propdety  of  the  inehsore,  but, 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  John  Cotton 
Smith  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dalsd 

State  of  Connecticut, 
Hartford,  Sept.  14, 1814. 

.  I  am  informed  the  agent  ofthe  United  StatesiZt 
New  London,  has  refused  any  further  subsistence 
to  the  militia  now  on  duty  in  that  vicinity^  upon 
the  unfounded  pretext,  that  they  are  withdrawn 
from  service  by  my  authority.  Unwilling  to 
hazard  the  safety  of  those  posts,  and  the  national 

Property  in  the  river,  by  disbanding  the  troops, 
have  directed  the  Commissarv  General  of  the 
State  to  provide  for  them,  antif  the  plensare  df 
the  President  shall  be  known. 

Tou  will  perceive  the  importance,  sir,  of  apprl- 
zing  me,  without  delay,  whether  the  agent  is  to 
be  countenanced  in  the  course  he  has  thought 
proper  to  adopt ;  and,  also,  how  far  I  am  to  rely 
on  the  Qeneral  Government  for  assistance,  in  thb 
necessary  defence  ofthe  State. 

[Note.— A  letter  was  written  to  the  Goveroor 
of  Cooneclicttt,  in  reply  to  these  letters  to  the  De- 
partment of  War.  to  the  same  effect  with  that  to 
the  Governor  ot  Massaehusetis^  of  September 
14, 18MJ 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  James  Monroe,  Seeretaty  of 
War,  to  his  ExeeUeney  Mm  C.  Smith,  Ctovemor 
of  GonSMdioa^  dated 

OoToan  17, 1814^ 

Sin :  I  hay«  httd  the  honor  to  receive  yoor  8t- 
celiency's  commanication  of  -^^-«— •  The  letters 
mentioned  in  it  had  been  before  received. 

The  regoktioos  of  this  Department,  in  confor- 
mity to  the  la#s  of  the  United  States^  having  de- 
signated commands  for  different  grades  nf  getteial 
officers  of  the  militia— two  thousand  men  fbr  a 
Brigadier  General^and  General  Cuehifeig  not  hltv- 
ing  called  formore  than  two  thousand  men  at  any 
tiitae,  and  thei^  not  being  more  than  that  nomber 
of  militia  in  the  field,  it  was  thooght  that  the 
command  of  them  ougnt  not  to  be  eommitMi  to 
a  Major  General  of  the  militia. 

The  tendency  of  such  an  arrangement  il^fAd 
be  to  take  the  force  asMmbled  for  the  defence  of 
the  military  district,  No.  2,  not  of  the  hands  of 
the  officer  to  whom  the  President  had  intrusied 
it.  It  was  on  this  principle  that  my  letier  to 
yoar  Excellency,  of  iht  17th  of  September,  was 
addressed,  and  wHh  intention  to  explain  the  prinei- 
ples  on  which  the  arrangements  of  this  Qovern- 
ment  were  made,  for  the  defence  of  every  part  of 
the  United  States;  which  explanation  I  gate  en 
a  belief  that  it  would  be  satisfactory,  and  that  it 
was  particularly  my  doiy  to  give  it  at  this  very 
important  crisis  of  our  ciMTs. 
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It  u,  however,  distipctly  to  be  understood  that 
if  the  whole  qaota  asuigDed  to  Coooecticat  had 
been  called  into  service,  it  would  have  been  pro- 
per to  have  committed  the  command  to  a  Major 
General  of  the  militia,  who,  in  cases  where  he 
and  a  Brigadier  General  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
nited  States  acted  together,  would  take  the  com- 
mand of  him.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 


CSopy  of  a  latter  fifom  T.  H.  Cashing,  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral, to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
Mil.  Di8T.,  No.  2,  HsADaDABTERs, 
New  London^  September  12^  1814. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  copies,  marked  (a)  (6)  (c) 
and  (d)  will  show  yon  the  situation  in  which  1 
amj^aeed,  with  respect  to  the  militia  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  and  that  it  will  be  impossible  for 
me  to  repel  any  attack  of  the  enemy  within  its 
limits,  not  directed  against  the  forts  In  this  harbor, 
or  the  very  small  and  inconsiderable  battery  in 
the  neighborhood  of  New  Haven. 

The  letter  of  Governor  Smith  was  delivered  to 
me  yesterday  morning,  by  the  Aid  of  Major  Gene- 
ral Taylor.  I  inquired  whether  his  General  had 
been  ordered  into  service  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  assured  him,  if  this  was 
the  case,  I  would,  most  cheerfully,  resign  to  him, 
not  only  the  command  of  the  draughted  militia, 
but  of  this  military  district.  He  replied  that 
Gkneral  Taylor  had  no  such  orders;  but  that  he 
had  been  ordered  by  Governor  Smith  to  take 
oommand  of  the  draughted  militia  of  Connecti- 
cut, in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
would  immediately  assume  the  command,  and 
issue  his  orders  agreeably  to  the  Governor's  in- 
atroctiona. 

Finding  that  the  usual  report  of  the  brigade 
was  not  furnished  by  Brigadier  General  Lnsk,  I 
aant  for  him  to  inquire  the  reason  for  this  neglect, 
and  to  admonish  him  of  the  consequeneee  which 
would  ensue,  in  the  event  of  his  failing  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  his  sution,  as  an  officer  in 
the  service  of  tlie  United  States^  and,  as  such,  not 
aeeouotable  to  Governor  Smith,  or  any  of  his 
militia  Generals. 

The  Brigadier  requested  a  short  time  to  make 
up  his  mind,  as  to  the  course  he  should  pursue ; 
and  I  heard  nothing  more  from  htm  until  two 
o'clock  this  day,  when  his  answer  to  mv  note  was 
received,  and  the  enclosed  district  order  imme- 
diately issued. 

I  undersund  that  General  Taylor  is  making 
arrangements  for  the  supply  of  Lask's  brigade  at 
this  niace,  and  in  its  neighborhood ;  and  it  will 
readily  oociir  to  you  that  the  power  to  call  mili- 
tia into  service,  vested  in  me  by  the  President's 
proclamation^  cannot  be  exercised  to  any  benfi- 
oial  result,  since,  the  moment  such  militia  shall 
have  assembled,  in  pursuance  of  my  requisition, 
they  will  be  taken  from  me  by  State  authorities. 

1  have  the  hoiM>r  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

T.  H.  GUSHING. 

The  Hon«  Jamm  Mohbob, 
Sicretary  ^  Wat. 


(a.) 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  lus  EzceUeacj  l^  Cm 
Smith,  Governor  of  the  State  of  G«3Rtie8i,t 
Brigadier  General  Cashing,  dated 

Habtfosd,  &^USli 

Sib:  ConformBbly  to  the  ori^niiinu^ 
ment.  Major  General  Taylor  novgw utile 
the  command  of  the  militia  oa  fiB(jt\!((v 
London  and  its  vicinity. 

He  will  retain  or  rednce  their  preseoiuib, 
according  to  existing  circa mstiDGcs.  Upatiis 
and  other  subjects,  connected  wilhibea'f^it 
those  posts,  he  is  instructed,  and  will  bedi^ 
to  confer  with  yon  freely,  aod  to  promote, tf  ill 
means  in  his  power,  that  concert  of  openttas 
which  the  success  of  the  service  most  enesLili 
depend. 

Bztiaet  of  aletlar  from  Brigsdisr  Qna^^H 
to  Brigadier  Geoetal  Lnsk,  cmma^  itt 
dated 

Mil.  Di8t.,  No.  2,  HaADaviinii 
New  liOiuioii,^lllSli 

Sir:  The  usual  reports  of  the  M^^'' 
draughted  militia  under  yoor  comoiu^'^^' 
service  of  the  United  States,  were  DotdLiRS 
to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  district  f«a^r 
aod  report  saye  that  you  bavereeeireiia^i''^ 
acting  under,  the  orders  of  a  militia  dt«-^ 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Suiek 

It  has,  therefore,  become  necfsstrriMifsc 
assign  a  reason,  in  writing,  for  withhold f^ 
reports,  and  contradict  or  admit  tbefteicsy^ 
having  received,  and  actually  execatiis,^^* 
dere  of  an  officer  not  in  the  service  of  (itetH^ 
States. 

(c) 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  Oeaenl  UAJ^ 
militia,  to  Brigadier  General  Coikii«^^ 

NEwLoHnoii,fl^l^^S^^ 

SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  ackswl^}^'^ 
ceipt  of  your  note  of  this  morning,  ^^j^' 
ing  is  an  extract  of  the  order  of  bis  li^^^J 
the  Captain  General,  dated  the  SStbot'^ir 

''  The  troops  thus  detached,  are  to  be  co^K 
ly  armed  and  equipped  accordiog  to  »«,  ^ 
until  otherwise  directed,  will  bebeldinreid^ 
to  march  at  a  moment's  waroing,  for  ^^^  P^^ 
of  repelling  invasions  of  the  enemy,  M<l«r '^^ 
orders  as  they  shall  receive  from  the  Coffls*-' 
er-in-Chief."  , 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  lefi^^jj 
stniction  to  me,  from  Governor  BmA  » 
Sharon,  11th  August,  1814 :  .  ,  _. 

••  You  will  inform  General  Coshing,  bf^* 
of  your  state  of  readiness,  and  uke  ^^/^^ 
as  to  the  route,  and  place  or  places  of  d»ii«^ 
and  te  conform  to  his  iostrnetions^  Qb|u  ^^ 
rival  of  Major  General  Taylor,  who  wiliJJ^ 
command  as  soon  as  his  health  and  the  nxf^ 


arrangements  will  pennif." 

In  addition  to  the  above.  Major  Oe 
lor  iaauad  Jua  Oidera  to  m<^  underdstt 
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Tk^ 


September,  1814,  direotiog  me  to  dbcootiaae 
iiDg  at  the  office  of  the  CoaimaDdiog  Qeneral 
the  district  for  ordera,  and  to  obey  do  orders 
septJDg  such  as  shall  be  issued  uoder  the  au- 
>ritv  of  this  8tate. 

3e  nas  also  required  of  me  regulmrlf  to  make 
ort  to  him  of  the  forces  under  my  command* 
i^roro  a  perusal  of  the  foregoing  extracts^  you 
.1  readily  infer  the  only  answer  to  your  inter* 
:atioD8  which  I  ha?e  the  power  lo  make. 

(*) 
Copy  of  Distrioi  Olden,  dated 

Mil.  Dist.,  No.  2,  Headquarters, 

Ntw  London^  Seft.  12. 1814. 

*he  brigade  of  draughted  militia  rrom  the  State 

doonecticut  havinc  been  wtlhdrswn  from  the 

rice  of  the  United  States  by  his  Excellency 

pernor  Smith ;  and  Brigadier  General  Lusk, 

eonroanding  officer  of  the  said  brlflmde,  hav- 

refused  to  receive  and  obey  the  orders  of  the 

gadier  Qeoeral  commanding    this  military 

irict,  DO  further  supplies  of  any  description  are 

M  delivered  to  him,  or  his  brigade,  for  and  od 

:oQot  of  the  United  Sutes,  without  an  expreai 

itten  order  from  the  Brigadier  General  cdm- 

nding,  or  from  his  superior  officer,  actually  io 

service  of  the  United  States. 

W  order  of  the  Commanding  General. 

P.  P.  SCHUY^LER, 

Adjutant  OeneraL 

vy  oft  letter  from  bis  Ezcelleney  William  Jones  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

PaoviDBNCB,  April  22, 1812. 
\iK :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
under  date  of  the  15th  instant,  requiring  me 
ake  effectual  measures  to  detach  6ve  hundred 
be  militia  of  Rhode  Island,  and  that  they  be 
led  and  equipped  for  actual  service  within  the 
rtest  period  that  circumstances  will  permit. 
The  General  Assembly  of  this  State  will  be  in 
(ion  in  a  few  days,  when  1  shall  embrace  the 
iiest  opportunity  to  lay   the  request  before 


y  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  William  Jones  to 
the  Secretary  of  War^  dated 

Providence,  Jume  18, 1812. 
ir:  Your  communication  of  the  12th  instant 
le  to  hand  by  last  evenins's  mail ;  and,  in  re- 
,  permit  me  to  state  that,  lor  the  quota  of  mili- 
required  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  April  10, 
2,  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  at  their 
ioo,  in  May  last,  ordered  a  return  of  our  mtli- 
made  on  or  before  the  4th  of  July  oext,  and 
L  therefrom  a  draught  of  the  number  required 
I  be  made,  as  soon  as  practicable^  and  ready 
service. 


miliiia,  alluded  to  in  my  last,  until  the  11th  in- 
atant.  It  is  now  done,  and  the  detachment  orgaa* 
izedi  M  per  enclosed  roll,  and  will  be  held  in 
readiness  to  act,  when,  in  my  opinion^  any  of  the 
exigencies  provided  for  by  the  Constitution,  and 
referred  to  by  the  late  act  of  Congress,  under 
which  they  are  detached,  exists,  agreeably  to  the 
opinion  and  advice  of  the  Council  of  this  State^ 
given  me  on  the  occasion. 


ract  of  A  letter  from  his  Excellency  William  Jones 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

PROvrDBHCB,  ilii^.22, 1812. 
have  not  been  able  to  obtain  an  euiire  return 
;he  men  dianghted,  aa  thia  State's  quau  of  I 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  bis  Excellency  WiHiam  Jones, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Ishtnd,  to  ttke  Pree- 
ident  of  the  United  SUtea,  dated 

Providbncb,  June  29, 1814. 

The  views  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  Coun- 
cil  of  War,  and  myself,  will  be  discovered  from 
the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  at  their  late  session^ 
a  copy  of  which  Mr.  Searle  will  present  to  you, 
with  whom  I  request  you  will  make  all  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements  for  carrying  it  into  full 
effect. 

He  wilt  discuss  the  subject  of  his  mission  fully, 
and.  I  trust,  to  yoursatis^ction,so  that  the  State 
will,  by  the  assistance  of  the  United  Slates,  be 
placed  in  a  posture  of  defence,  at  least,  against 
the  predatory  incursious  of  the  enemy. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Nathaniel  Searle,  jr.,  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  dated 

Wasbinqton  City,  /ufy6, 1814. 

The  views  of  the  General  Assembly,  of  the 
Council  of  War,  and  of  the  Governor,  will  be 
clearly  discovered,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  from 
an  act  of  the  Assembly,  passed  at  their  late  June 
session,  a  copy  of  which  1  herewith  present. 

I  beg  leave,  therefore,  in  behalf  of  the  State  by 
whose  authority  I  am  deputed,  to  solicit  the  pe- 
culiar attention  of  the  President  to  her  perilous 
and  calamitous  situation;  to  request  of  him  a 
reimbursement  of  the  expenditures  already  made, 
and  the  prompt  provision  of  a  military  force  for 
her  protection  ;  or  that  he  will  furnish,  herewith, 
pecuniary  means  by  which  she  can  place  herself 
in  an  attitude  of  defence. 

State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plan- 

tatione. 

Im  Gekbbal  AaafiMBLT, 

June  SeseioHy  A.  D.  1814. 
An,  Act  providing  for  the  defence  of  the  State. 

Be  a  enadedbythe  Ckneral  Aeeembly,  and  by 
the  authority  thereof  U  i»  enacted^  That  his  Bx* 
celleacy,  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Council  of  War,  be  and  he  la 
hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  order  into 
immediate  service,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution,  and  of  the  laws  or  the  United 
States,  such  portion  of  the  militia  and  cliartered 
companies  or  this  State  ae  he  may  thiak  neces- 
sary for  the  defence  of  the  most  exposed  parte 
thereof. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaetedf  That,  his 
Exeelleacyi  the  Governor,  may  draught  or  defaoh 
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the  said  militit,  and  chartered  eomjMuiies  «t  k^ 
w^  think  expedient;  and  that  any  prffate  aol- 
dier  of  the  militia,  draughted  or  detached,  may 
farnish  an  able-bodied  man  as  a  sabstimte. 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted.  That  eaeh 
and  every  non-com ratssioned  officer' and  |>rirate 
soldier  shall  receive  two  dollars  per  month,  out  of 
the  general  treasurr,  in  addition  to  the  pay  al- 
lowed  by  the  United  States. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it Jigriher  enacted,  That  his  Ex- 
eallency,  the  Gk)vernor,  be  and  he  is  hereby  re* 
queatett  to  cause  the  draughted  or  detached  militia 
and  chartered  companies  to  be  relieved  as  often 
as  the  nature  of  the  service  will  permit. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  all 
process,  for  the  recovery  of  debt  or  taxes,  against 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  private  sol- 
diers, draughted  or  detached  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
stayed  during  the  time  they  are  in  service. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  his 
Bxceilency,  the  Governor,  be  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  raise  a  State  corps,  and  to  appoint 
officers  therefor,  as  soon  at  the  President  of  the 
United  States  conseuts  to  receive  them  into  ser- 
vice for  the  defence  of  this  State ;  and  tliat  the 
officers  appointed  as  aforesaid  be  commissioned 
by  his  Excellency,  the  Qovernor,  in  the  usual 
manner. 

Sac.  7.  And  be  U  fyrtket  enacted,  That  bis 
Excelleacy,  the  Qovernar,  and  Council  of  War, 
be  authorized  and  requested  to  furnish  io  the 
towns  most  exposed,  such  ordnance,  on  travelling 
carriages,  and  such  equipments  and  ammunition, 
as  they  shall  think  proper;  and  to  fVirnish  the 
militia  with  tumbrils  for  transporting  their  am- 
munition. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted.  That  his 
Bxceilency,  the  Governor,  be  authorized  to  draw 
on  the  general  treasury  fbr  any  sum  not  exceed- 
ing ten  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing this  act  ioio  effect. 
A  true  copy. 

Witness:  SAMUEL  EDDY, 

KfecrtMry, 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  T.  H.  Cash- 
ing to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Mil.  Dibt.,  No.  2,  HxADQUARTaBs, 

Providence,  July  21, 1814. 
Your  letter  of  the  11th  inatant,  with  encioaures, 
reached  me  at  this  place  on  the  evening  of  the 
15th,  and  on  the  next  morning  I  had  an  interview 
with  Govemer  Jooea,  who  is,  at  thia  ttee^  d«lib- 
-erating  with  his  Oaanoii  at  ivthOiaodc  of  aaleal- 
iBg  the  Stated  quota  of  five  hundred  men.  whieh 
he  assnrea  me  shall  be  raiaedi  either  by  oaltsUMst 
or  draught,  in  a  very  few  days. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  William  Jones, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode  laland,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  dated 

Peovidbncb,  August  15, 1814 
Since  the  anaagoiiwiftt  was  entered  into  with 
yoa,  Telativa  to  raiaing  a  State  corps,  leadesroua 


have  been  opened  ia  dUftreat  pins  of  iktet 
officers  apperated,  and  the  recnutisgitfTittp^ 
greases  in  a  manner  and  whb  t  npHtf  ut 
promises  success. 

Should  we  be  diaappotated,  ho«era;iinB- 
ittg  the  number  proposed  byeaUstamitBili- 
tia  will  be  detached  to  make  op  tbf  iiamj, 
for  the  defence  of  the  Bute,  aecotdi«is6e 
invUatian  of  the  Presideat  of  the  Doiulbb 
of  the  4th  of  July  lasu 


Extiael  of  a  kaier  from  hia  fiurflMef  WHfaiiaik 
Govcraor  of  the  Slate  of  Bhods  IihBd,i»aS» 
letary  of  War,  dated 

PB0vwaacE,S9(.8.a 

Bib:  1  am  ready, aa  I  have  bjr  ktieriBJiinif! 
the  Adjutant  G«Bttral,GoIoaeiBctikKf«i^ 
espresaed  to  your  dapartment,  toesUoottka 
litia,  and  partienlarty  the  five  kaiM  ear 
dered  by  the  Preaidcnt,  on  the  4il  dif  itfiu 
last,  aa  our  quota  of  the  aioety-tkiee  tkwM 
five  hundred  men ;  liot  we  aie  tottnucfia« 
every  necessary  for  the  comfort  ssdakMU 
of  thoee  men,  and  for  makiBgtkmefNO** 
soldiers.  We  afe  withoat  teati,  tW^'jl 
provisioBs,  and  have  a  very  iasdeqittc!^^ 
cannon,  muskets,  and  ammnoitioo.  i^^*' 
tempted  toraise  a  corps  of  five  kaDdrcdwi"^ 
accepted  as  eabstttutas  for  our  qootiof  t^'SBH 
tia.  In  thia  I  have  not  yet  soecedcA  It^ 
been  able  to  enlist  only  aboQt  one  ^^j^ 
fifty  men,  notwithatandiag  a  koaotTWiV" 
by  the  State.  I  ba^  also  detasked  (w^ 
oieaof  militia  for  the  defeaceof  Nefp»'-^] 
have  been  called  into  actual  serriet, ok «af>>: 
at  a  time,  and  who  were  agreed  tobeB»»(< 
under  the  authority  of  the  Uoited  Sai&^^ 
pears  by  the  letter  of  General  Anoiu«(- '^ 
July  9,  1814  Five  companies  tlaif  '^t 
also  called  out  by  General  Sunua*^**'^ 
too  county,  to  assbt  in  the  defence  of  SiHi>ti|>°^ 
in  Connecticut.  In  the  actual  iuieo(m>t^^; 
militia  must  be  draughted  or  detickcdu^ 
up  the  five  hundred  men;  iDditaif  |^ 


of  the  muoilions  of  war. 


D. 
Copy  of  a  letter  fiem  hia  Bisdhoi?,  W»»l: 
ningten,  Governor  of  ihe  StsU  d  V^*^' 
the  Seerelary  ef  War,  dated 

Tnnm<m,  Ocidtrf^^^ 

Sis  :  I  am  informed  thtt  Gorenior  Tofflp 
as  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  Tort  iwf; 
command  of  the  third  milittry  distnet  <> 
United  States;  this  district ooBipiek»>>»% 


StVtekNewJwmyrVmig^^ 

on  firat  view,  novel,  at  least,  that  a  Go^^  ^ 

Stai^  aa  auch,  abould  have  the  conflV' 
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litia  of  a  neigbboriDg  State,  within  the  actual 
ritory  of  that  State.  I  am  far  from  entertain- 
r  a  dispositiooi  etpectalljr  in  the  present  state 
our  country,  to  throw  the  least  oostruction  in 
!  way  of  the  operations  of  the  Gtoneral  Qov- 
ment  in  any  measure  of  defence  which  it  may 
ak  proper  to  adopt,  but  I  eoncei?e  it  my  duty 
nquire  as  to  the  fact,  and  the  views  of  the 
ir  Department  on  the  subject. 


J  of  a  letter  from  James  Monioev  Secretaiy  of  War, 
I  his  Excellency  William  Pennington,  Goyemor  of 
[ew  Jersey,  dated 

NoTaiiBER  22, 1814. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Ez- 
ency's  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  requiring 
irmation  whether  (Sovernor  Tompkins,  as  Gk>v- 
Dr  of  the  State  of  New  York,  has  been  ap- 
ited  commander  of  the  third  military  district, 
iprehending  a  part  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 
ar  Excellency  seems  to  doubt  whether  the 
rernor  of  one  State  can  have  command  of  the 
itia  of  another  State,  within  the  limits  of  the 
er;  and  it  is  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  Qen- 

Government  on  that  point  that  the  inquiry 

been  made. 

'he  patriotic  and  national  sentiments  which 

have  expressed  on  this  subject  have  afforded 
Bh  satisfaction  to  the  President,  who  desires 
I  all  the  information  which  you  have  sought 
lid  be  fully  communicated, 
lovemor  Tompkina  has  been  appointed  com- 
ider  of  the  military  district  of  the  United 
tes,  No.  3,  by  virtue  of  which  has  command 
!Qds  to  that  part  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 
to  such  of  her  militia^  as  have  been  called 

the  service  of  the  United  States  within  that 
t. 

he  city  of  New  York  being  menaced  by  the 
ny  with  a  farmidable  invasion,  and  the  Uni- 
States  not  having  a  regular  force  to  repel  it, 
rge  body  of  the  militia,  were  called  into  their 
Ice  for  the  purpose.  It  was  this  circumstance 
ch  led  to  the  appointment  of  (Governor  Tomp- 
!  to  the  command  of  the  military  district  No. 
e  beioff,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  well 
lified  ror  the  trust. 

is  a  well  established  principle^  that,  when 
portion  of  the  militia  are  called  into  the  ser- 

of  the  United  States^  the  officers  command* 
it  ought  to  retain  their  command,  and  enter 
i  it  into  that  service:  a  Colonel  with  his  re- 
ent :  a  Bripidier  with  his  brigade;  a  Blajor 
era!  with  his  division.  On  the  same  principle^ 
n  several  divisions  of  the  militia  of  any  State 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
Governor  of  the  State  may  be  authorized  to 

the  command  of  them,  he  being  the  highest 
er  of  the  militia  in  the  State.  In  such  a  case 
jiovernor  of  a  State  is  viewed  in  his  military 
acter  only.  He  lieeomes.  it  is  true,  the  mili- 
commander,  by  wirtue  ot  his  office  as  Qov- 
r ;  bat  every  other  feature  of  that  character 
St  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  They 
te  to  his  civil  functions^  in  which  the  State  | 
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alone  is  interested.  The  militia  t^  one  State, 
when  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
may  be  marched  into  another  State.  We  have 
seen  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia 
serving  in  Maryland,  and  of  North  Carolina  in 
Virginia,  with  many  other  examples  of  a  like 
kind.  In  all  these  instances,  the  militia  officers 
go  with  their  respective  corps,  and,  as  such,  no 
discrimination  can  be  made  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  Governor  of  a  State,  commanding  the  militia 
of  a  State;  like  other  militia  officers,  he  may 
march  with  the  troops  of  his  State  into  another 
State;  and  retain  there  his  appropriate  command, 
either  as  commander  of  the  district,  or  acting 
under  another  Governor,  to  whom  the  President 
has  already  given  the  command. 

Your  Excellency  will  find  these  principles  fully 
illustrated,  and  more  than  fully  established,  by  an 
example  which  took  place  soon  after  the  adoption 
of  the  present  Constitution.  In  the  year  ITM, 
when  President  Wabbinoton  thought  it  proper^ 
on  the  certificate  of  a  judge  that  an  insurrection 
existed  in  the  western  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
order  the  militia  of  other  Slates  there^  to  aid  the 
militia  of  that  State  in  suppressing  it,  he  cooa- 
mitted  the  command  of  the  whole  force  to  the 
Governor  of  a  neighboring  State,  who  commandeil 
the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania.  The  relative  rank 
and  command  of  the  uovernor  employed  in  the 
service  was  settled  by  the  President  himself. 

In  general,  it  is  not  desirable  to  impose  on  tbe 
Governors  of  States  the  duty  of  commanding  the 
militia  of  their  respectire  States,  when  called  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  where  they  su- 
persede tbe  officer  of  the  latter,  commanding  the 
military  district  in  which  such  State  is,  because^ 
as  Qovernorf,  they  have  other  duties  to  perform, 
which  might  interfere,  if  they  did  not  confliet| 
with  those  incident  to  such  command.  A  Gtov- 
ernor^  for  exam|>le.  under  the  influence  of  local 
feeling,  might  think  the  danger  more  imminent 
than  It  really  was,  and  call  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  a  greater  force  than  would  be  ne« 
cessary.  He  might  even  set  on  foot  expeditions 
which  the  General  Government  could  not  approve. 
It  would  be  improper  that  the  charges  incident 
thereto  should  be  ctefrayed  by  the  United  Sutes. 
The  Constitution  contemplates  the  exercise  of 
the  national  authority,  in  contradistinetion  to  that 
of  the  State,  whenever  the  militia  of  a  State  are 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The 
call  must  be  made  by  tbe  President^  or  by  his  au^ 
thority,  to  be  obligatory  on  tbe  nation.  If  made 
by  the  Governor  of  a  State  it  is  the  act  of  'the 
State,  and  obligatory  on  it  only.  These  objee- 
tions,  however,  to  the  union  of  both  trusts  in  the 
same  person,  did  not  apply  to  the  employment  of 
the  Governor  of  New  York.  All  the  force  ne- 
cessary for  the  defence  of  that  State  had  already 
been  called  for,  by  order  of  this  Government,  and 
put  into  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and 
although  the  Governor  is  authorized  to  dismiss  a 
part  of  the  militia,  in  certain  cases,  he  is  instruct- 
ed not  to  call  out  any  without  a  special  sanction 
from  this  department. 

Your  Excellency  will  observe,  that  the  objee-* 
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tion  to  the  cominaiid  of  tke  miUtia  of  a  State  by 
ita  Qofetnor.  when  called  ioto  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  does  not  applf  except  to  cases  in 
which  the  command  of  the  militarf  district  of 
the  United  States  is  saperseded.  In  e^ery  other 
case,  eren  in  those  ha^inff  that  effect,  under  sim* 
Uar  circumstances  with  that  under  consideration, 
■Dch  actire,  patriotic  serTiee,b]r  persons  so  highly 
intrusted  by  their  country,  will  be  seen  by  the 
President  with  great  interest  and  satisfaction.  Its 
example  could  not  fail  to  produce  the  happiest 
effect. 

I  ha^e  the  honor  to  be,  d&c. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 
Hod.  W.PsitifiifOTON. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  BRITISH  FL^ET  ON 
LAKE  CHAMPLAIN. 

[Conuaonicated  to  the  Senate,  October  6, 1814.] 
ViArx  Dbpaitiiint,  Oct.  3, 1814. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  I  hare 
now  the  honor  to  enclose  eojjies  of  all  the  docu- 
ments received  from  Captain  Macdoaou^h,  in 
relation  to  the  brilliant  and  extraordinary  rictory 
achieved  by  the  United  States'  squadron  under 
his  command,  over  that  of  the  enemy,  in  Platts* 
burg  Bay,  on  Lake  Cbamplain. 

This  action,  like  that  oriu  prototype  on  Lake 
Brie,  cannot  be  portrayed  in  language  correspond* 
ingwith  the  universal  and  just  admiration  inspired 
by  the  exalted  prowess,  consummate  skill,  and 
eool  persereriuff  intrepidity,  which  will  ever  dis- 
tinguish this  splendid  and  memorable  event. 

This,  like  those  brilliant  naval  victories  which 
|»reeeded  it,  has  its  peculiar  features,  which  mark 
It  with  a  distinct  character:  It  was  fo^ffht  at 
anchor.  The  firm,  compact,  and  well-formed 
line,  the  preparations  for  all  the  erolutions  of 
which  the  situation  was  susceptible,  and  the  adroit- 
nees  and  decisive  effect  witn  which  they  were 
performed  in  the  heat  of  battle,  mark  no  less  the 
judgment  which  planned  than  the  valor  and  skill 
displayed  in  the  execution. 

Ah  these  are  heightened  by  the  contemplation 
of  a  vigorous  and  greatly  superior  force  moving 
down  upon  this  line,  in  his  own  time,  select- 
ing his  position,  and  choosing  his  distance,  ani- 
mated by  the  proximity  of  a  powerful  army,  in 
oo-cperation,  and  stimulated  by  the  settled  confi- 
dence of  victory. 

To  view  it  in  the  abstract,  it  is  not  surpassed 
by  any  naval  victory  on  record;  to  appreciate  its 
results,  it  is  perhaps,  one  of  the  most  important 
events  in  the  history  of  our  country. 

That  it  will  be  justly  estimated,  and  the  victors 
doljr  honored  by  the  Councils  of  the  nation,  the 

Justice  and  liberality  hitherto  displayed,  on  simi- 
ar  occasions,  is  a  sufficient  pledge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  JONBS. 
Hon.  Charles  Tait, 
Chairman  Naval  Committee, 


U.  8.  anip  SiiATKi, 
of  PlaUaburg.  SefL  II,  bli 

Sir  :  The  Almighty  has  bcea  pleisri»|» 
us  a  signal  victory  on  Lake  Chtapbii  .i  t» 
capture  of  one  frigate,  one  brig,  ani  tfiii»pii 
war.  of  the  enemy. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  very  retpeaiir.iir, 
yoor  obedient  servant, 

T.  MACDOROUIE 
CoamnStt 
Hon.  William  Johxs, 

Secretary  of  the  Najf§. 


U.  S.  SHIP  Saratma, 
dt  anchor  qfPlatt^mtj  9epL  13,  iHi 

Sir:  By  Lieutenant  CommaadtntGuailk^ 
the  honor  to  convey  to  yon  the  flsgsofHisIb 
annie  Majesty's  laiie  9quadroD,eip(aKi«:i! 
11th  instant,  by  the  United  Stater  s}aaini» 
der  my  command.  Also,  mydespttcliRRic:^ 
to  that  occurrence,  which  wooid  hire  bn  i 
your  possession  at  an  earlier  period  to  ^'^ 
difficulty  in  arranging  the  different  sateeRS^ 

The  squadron  under  my  commsodwvtor 
Plattsbui^:  it  will  bear  a  coniidenble  ^' 
tion,  and  leave  a  force  sufficient  to  npeiRf >[' 
tempt  of  the  enemy  in  thisqoaiter.  W^' 
your  order  what  to  do  with  the  whole  or  e!i<^ 
thereof;  and,  should  It  be  coasitteoU^^ 
will  fhvor  me  with  permission  toltintieiiR 
and  place  me  under  the  oommaadofCiasQ^ 
Decatur,  a<  New  York.  My  health,  (teir>«^ 
time  on  the  lake,)  together  with  the  i^a^^ 
taia  inactivity  of  facure  naval  openiieu^ 
are  among  the  causes  of  this  reqont  Ksr  v 
removal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  »9^«^ 
your  most  obedient  servant.  „„„ 

T.MACixwowar. 

Bon.  William  Jones, 
Skcreteaj  of  the  Nosoff. 


U.  S.  SHIPSIBIW 

PlatUbwrg  Ba^,  S^  ^^  ^^^ 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  give  vo«  tbefi^' 
larsofthe  action  which  t(Mk  piseeootK^^^ 
instant  on  this  lake. 

For  several  days  the  enemy  were  on  m  ^ 
to  Pkttsbttig  by  land  and  water,  sod  it  ki^  * 
derstodd  that  an  attack  would  ^  ^.^ 
same  time  by  their  land  and  naval  foree^i^^ 
mined  to  await  at  anchor  the  ipfxwcb  ot 
latter.  ,    „ 

At  8  A.  M.  the  lookout  boat  anoooDcedJ»^ 
proach  of  the  enemy.  At  9,  he  inehoR^  >-' 
line  ahead,  at  about  three  hundred  yw^ 
from  my  line ;  his  ship  opposed  to  the  Svi^t 
his  brig  to  the  Eagle,  Captain  Robert  m 
his  gaiieys,  thirteen  in  number,  to  the  se^ 
sloop,  and  a  division  of  our  gaiieys;  est  ^\ 
sloops  asaistibg  their  ship  and  brigt  the  ct^ 
sisting  their  galleys;  our  remaining  gv^^^^ 
the  Saratoga  and  £agle.  In  this  &i^^^ 
whole  force,  on  both  aides,  becane  eojir 
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ratoga  sofferin^  tbuch  frdm  the  hemry  fire  of 
Confiance.  I  coald  perceive,  at  the  same 
e,  however,  that  our  fire  was  rery  destructive 
ler.  The  Tieonderoga^  Lieutenant  Comniand- 
Cassin,  gaHantlj  aostained  her  full  share  of 
action.  At  half  past  ten  o'clock,  the  Eagle, 
being  able  to  brinj^  her  guns  to  bear,  cut  her 
[e,  and  Anchored  in  a  more  eligible  positiob, 
veen  my  ship  and  the  Ticonderoga,  wnere  kbe 
^  much  annoyed  the  enemy,  but  unfortunately 
in&  me  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  froih  the  en- 
's brig.  Oar  guns  on  the  starboard  side  being 
]y  all  disfaoHifttrd  6»  iftW  tilMim^able,  a  stern 
lor  was  let  ffo,  the  botwcr  cable  ettt|.aod  the 
winded,  with  a  fresh  broadside  on  the  enemy's 
,  which  soon  aAer  surrendered.  Our  broad- 
was  then  ipinXhg  to  bear  oik  the  bri^,  Which 
endered  in  about  fifteen  tnfntites  after. 

he  sloop  that  Iras  cppos^  to  the  Bagle  bid 
»k  soma  tiitte  before,  and  drifted  down  the  line ; 
(loop  #hfeh  wlas  with  their  gallefs  harin^ 
ik  also;  three  Of  (heir  jraileys  are  said  to  m 
:,  the  others  pdlled  on.  Ouf  galleys  were 
it  obeying,  #iQi  alacrity,  the  signal  to  follow 
»,  when  all  the  vessels  were  reported  to  me 
in  a  siultn^  state ;  it  then  became  necessary 
ihol  the  signal  to  the  galleys. and  order  their 
to  tbe  pnm]^. 

:ottld  only  look  at  the  enemy's  galleys  going 
I  a  shattered  condition,  for  there  was  not  a 
in  either  squadron  that  could  stand  to  make 
m ;  the  lower  riggtng ,  beins  nearly  all  shot 
\  htuig  down  a»iEaagli  it  had  bMa  jim  piaaeil 
the  mast  heads. 

le  Saratoga  had  fifty^lre  round  ahol  in  her 
;  the  Confiatace  oae  Iraadred  and  five.  The 
y's  shot  pissed  prinoipally  jast  oyer  our 
I,  «s  tkere  were  not  twenty  whole  hammocks 
a  Bettings  at  tbe  doet  of  tba  aetioh.  which 
t,  without  intermission,  two  hours  and' twenty 
ces. 

le  absence  and  sickness  of  Lieutenant  Ray- 
1  Perry,  left  me  witfaoat  the  seryices  of  that 
lent  officer.  Much  ought  fairly  to  be  attri- 
to  bim  for  his  great  care  and  attention  in 
»lining  the  ship's  crew,  as  her  first  lieutenant. 
ilace  was  filled  by  a  gallant  young  officer, 
enaot  Peter  Gaittble,  who,  I  regtet  to  inform 
ras  killed  early  in  theaction.  Acting  Lieu- 
t  Vallette  worked  the  first  and  second  di?i- 
of  guns,  with  iible  effi»ct.  Sailingmaster 
's  attention  to  the  springs,  and  in  the  eie- 
I  of  the  order  to  wind  the  ship,  and  occasion- 
t  C  he  guns,  meets  with  my  entire  approbation ; 
3aptain  Young's,  commanding  the  acting 
es,  who  took  his  men  to  the  guns.  Mr. 
,  parser,  was  of  great  serfice  at  the  guns, 
1  carrying  my  orders  throughout  the  ship, 
(Midshipman  Montgomery.  Master's  Mate 
a  Justin  bad  command  of  the  third  division; 
nduct  during  the  action  was  that  of  a  brave 
>rrect  ofllcer.  Midshipmen  Monteath,  Gra- 
Williamson,  Piatt,  Twing,  and  acting  mid- 
an  Baldwin,  all  behaved  well,  and  gave 
ice  of  their  making  valuable  officers. 


The  Saratoga  was  twice  set  on  fire  by  hot  shot 
from  the  enemy's  ship. 

I  close,  sir,  this  commtinication  with  feelings 
of  gratitude  for  the  able  support  t  received  ^rom 
every  6fficer  and  man  attached  to  the  squadron 
which  I  have  the  honof  to  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

^        T.  MACDONOUGH. 

Hob.  WiLLlAtt  JON B0, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

P.  8.  A6eompaaying  this  ia  a  fist  of  killed  and 
Wounded,  a  list  of  prisoners,  and  a  precise  state- 
meat  of  both  forces  entfi^d.  Also  letters  from 
Captain  tienley  and  Ijieatenant  Commandant 
Cassin. 


U.  S.  aaip  fiAa^TO^a,  Sept.  13, 1814. 

Sir:  I  have  ibe  honor  to  eneloae  vou  a  list  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  tJie  different 
vessels  of  the  sqfuadffon  uodeff  your  command  ia 
the  action  of  tbe  11th  instant. 

It  is  impoaaibie  to  ascertain  correetly  the  loas 
of  (heenem^r.  From  the  best  information  received 
from  tiie  Britiah  officers,  from  my  own  ebserva* 
tions.  and  from  varieus  lists  found  on  board  the 
Conaance,  I  caleulate  the  number  of  men  on  board 
of  tlat  ahip.  at  the  commencement  of  tira  aetiotti 
at  two  huoared  and  seventy,  of  whom  one  l^n- 
dred  aAd  ^ightv  at  least  were  killed  tnd  wounded, 
and  4in  board  the  other  captured  vessels  at  least 
eighty  more,  making  in  the  whole,  killed  and 
wounded,  iwe  hundred  and  sixty.  This  is,  doubt* 
lesa^ahort  of  the  reil  nomber,aamany  were  thrown 
overboard  fron^  the  Confiance  during  the  englige* 
ment. 

The  muster  books  must  have  been  thrown  over*, 
board,  or  otherwise,  disposed  of,  as  they  are  not 
to  be  found. 

I  atai,  sir,  respectfol]v,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  BEALB,  Jr.,  Purser. 

Thomas  Macoonough,  Esq., 
Commanding  U.  S.  eqmdron 

on  Lake  Cftamptotn. 

Retwm  of  kUled  and  toounded  on  board  tie  United 
Statee  equadron  on  Lake  CAampkdn,  in  the  en- 
aagement  with  the  British  JUet,  on  the  lUh  of 
SiptembeTf  1814^ 

Ship  Saratoga. 

iri//e<i— Peter  Gamble,  lieutenant;  Thomas 
Butler,  quarter  gunner;  James  Norberry,  boat- 
swain's mate ;  Abraham  Davis,  qoartermaster : 
William  Wyer,  sailmaker ;  William  Brickell, 
seaman ;  Peter  Johnson,  ditto ;  John  Coleman, 
ditto;  Benjamin  Burrill,  ordinary  seaman ;  An- 
drew Parmlee,  ditto ;  Peter  Post  seaman ;  David 
Bennett,  ditto ;  Ebenezer  Johnson,  ditto ;  Joseph 
Couch,  landsman ;  Thomas  Stephens,  seaman ; 
John  White,  ordinary  seaoMui ;  Kandail  MeDon- 
ald, ditto;  Samuel  Smith, seaman ;  Thomas Ma- 
lony,  ordinary  seaman ;  Andrew  Nelson,  seaman ; 
John  Sellack,  ditto ;  Peter  Hanson,  ditto ;  Jacob 
Laraway,  ditto;  Edward  Moore,  ditto;  Jerome 
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Willimns,  ordinary  seaman ;  James  Carlisle,  ma- 
rioe ;  John  Smart,  seamao. 

IFottfidect—James  Bi.  Baldwin,  actine  midship- 
man ;  Joseph  Barron,  pilot ;  Robert  (Stry,  oaar- 
ter-ganner;  Greorge  Cassin,  quartermaster;  John 
Hoilingsworth,  seaman;  Parnall  Smith,  ditto; 
Thomas  Robinson,  ditto;  John  Oltiwell,  ditto; 
John  Thompson,  orainary  seaman ;  William  Ta- 
bee,  ditto ;  William  Williams,  ditto ;  John  Rob- 
erson,  seaman;  John  Towns,  landsman;  John 
Bhays,  seaman  ;  John  S.  Hammond,  ditto ;  James 
Barlow,  ditto;  James  Naffle,'  ordinary  seaman, 
John  llanman,  seaman;  reter  Colberg,  ditto; 
William  Newton,  ordinary  seaman ;  Neil  J.  Heid* 
mont,  seaman,  James  Steward  ditto ;  John  Ad- 
ams, landsman ;  Charles  Ratche,  seaman ;  Ben- 
jamin Jackson,  marine;  Jesse  Vanhorn,  ditto; 
Joseph  Ketter,  ditto ;  Bamuel  Pearson,  ditto. 

Bbio  Eaglb. 

MSUei^Feter  Vandermere,  master^  mate ;  Jno. 
Ribero,  seaman ;  Jacob  Lindman,  ditto ;  Perkins 
If  oort,  ordinary  seaman ;  James  Winship^  ditto ; 
Thomas  Anwrlght,  ditto ;  Nace  Wilson,  ditto ; 
Thomas  Lewis,  boy;  John  Wallace,  marine; 
Joseph  Heaton,  ditto;  Robert  Stratton,  ditto; 
James  M.  Hale  mnsician ;  John  Wood,  ditto. 

IFoiifMied— Joseph  Smith,  lieotenant ;  William 
A.  Spencer,  acting  lieotenant;  Francis  Breeze, 
master's  mate ;  Abnbam  Waters,  pilot;  William 
C.  Allen,  qoartermaster ;  James  Daici^  quarter- 

Snnerj  Andrew  McBwen,  seaman;  Z«bediab 
^Bcklin.  ditto ;  Joseph  Valentine;  ditto ;  John 
Hartley,  ditto ;  John  Mielio,  ditto ;  Kobert  Bock- 
ley,  ditto:  Pamell  Boice,  ordinary  seaman;  Aaron 
Fittteraid,  boy ;  John  N.  Craig,  seaman ;  John 
McKennej,  ditto  ;  Matthew  Scriver,  marine ; 
George  Mainwaring,  ditto;  Henry  Jones,  ditto ; 
John  MeCarty,  ditto. 

SCHOONEl  TlCOlCnBROOA. 

iTittet^-John  Sunsbory,  lieutenant;  John  Fish- 
er, boaUwain's  mate ;  John  Atkinson,  ditto ;  Hen- 
ry Johnson,  seaman ;  Deodorick  Think,  marine ; 
John  Sharp,  ditto. 

IFoifficfe(^— Patrick  Casstn,  seaman;  Bzekiel 
Good, ditto;  Samnel  Sawyer, ditto ;  William  Le 
Count,  ditto ;  Henry  Collins,  ditto ;  John  Con« 
don,  marine. 

Sloop  Prbblb. 

JBZM— Rogers  Carter,  acting  sailingmaster ; 
Joseph  Rowe,  boatswain's  mate. 
Ifbttfufeci— None. 

Gunboat  Bobbb. 

JTitM— Arthor  W.  Smith,  purser's  steward; 
Thomas  Gill,  boy ;  James  Day,  marine. 

IFoimdeci— Bbenezer  Cobb,  corporal  marines. 

GuifBOAT  CbnTIPBDB. 

lfbttfi«M— James  Taylor,  landsman. 

Gunboat  Wilmbb. 
IFoiiiulec^Peter  Frank,  seamen. 

GUNBOATB. 

Nettle.  Allen,  Viper,  Burrows,  Ludlow,  Ayl* 
wyn,  Ballard.— i>fcfie  kilUd  or  wottnded. 


Rbcapttulatioh. 


Saratoga    - 
Bagle  - 
Ticonderoga 
Preble 
Borer  - 
Centipede  - 
WUmer     - 


.  a  s 

-  f  6 

-  !  (» 

-  J  I 

-  on  I 

-  (B  1 


Total 


SE    S 


GEORGE  BB  ALE,  Jr.  iW. 
Approred:  T.  Macdonoubb. 


Liit  of  Priaanen  captured  mtktM  £^ 
and$enito  GrenMl 

OrncBBB-— Daniel  Priny*,  Ctpuia;  deswis 
Lieutenant;  Robiason,  ditto;  Drew, diss ; Me 
Ghie,  ditto ;  Hombj,  ditto ;  ChiUi,  dil^  » 
rines ;  Fitzpatriek,  ditto,  39th  regineoi;  Bt^ 
sailingmaster;  Clsirk,  ouster^  mste;  SisKids, 
ditto;  Todd,  surgeon;  GKIes^  piuier;Gif tt> 
tain's  clerk;  Do  well,  midshipmso;  Airr,^^: 
Bondell,  ditto;  Toorke,  ditto;  Kewitii^i 
Dayidson,  boauwatn  ;  Elfin,  gnsoer;  i^ 
ditto;  Cox,  carpenter ;  Parker,  paneriKvOi 
stti^on ;  Mc  Cabe,  assistant  torfeoi. 

Three  hundred  and  forty  setmeo. 

Forty-seven  wounded  men  ptroM. 


atatememfyf  tke  AmeHam  Fentu^^^'^'^ 

Stptemhet,\9lL 

Saratoga,  long  24  poundeis  8 
42  pound  canoBades  6 
32  ditto       ditto       tt  . 

Eagle,  12  3S  pound  carronadei^  wA^^^^ 

pounders *    '* 

Ticonderoga,  long  12  pounders  8 

do.  18       do.      4 

32  pound  camn- 

ades         •      -5 


- .  \ 


Preble,  long  9  pounders  - 

Ten  c^eys,  viz : 
Allen,  one  long   twentr-foor  poas^i 
one  eighteen  pound  eolnmbitd  -     * 
Burrows,  one  long  twenty-foor  pooaier, 

one  eighteen  pound  columbisd  -     ' 
Borer,  one  long  twenty-four  poaiider,iMn 

eighteen  pound  columbiad  -     -     ' 
Nettle,  one  long  twenty-four  pooBto,tM 

eighteen  pound  columbiad  -      *     ' 

Viper,  one  long  twenty*four  poasder,  ibb 

.  eighteen  pound  columbiad  •      -     ' 

Centipede,  one  long  twenty-foar  poosoer, 

one  eighteen  pound  columbisd  '     '  ^ 
Ludlow,  one  long  twelve  poaoder,  m  ^ 

eighteen  pound  columbiaa  -      *     '.  J 
Wilmer,  one  long  twelve  poaoder,  ib^  >^ 

eighteen  pound  colambiad  • 

*On  parole. 
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Lylwyn,  one  loog  twelre  pounder,  and  one 

eighteen  pound  colambiad  •       -       •  -    1 

iailard,  one  long  twelre  pounder,  and  one 

eighteen  pound  columbiad  -       -       .  -    1 


Quns 


86 


RBCAPITUL4TI0H. 

Long  twenty-four  pounders     - 
Forty-two  pound  carronadet  • 
Thirty-two  pound  earronadea  - 
Long  eighteen  pounders 
Long  twelre  pounders    - 
Long  nine  pounders 
Eighteen  pound  columbiads    - 


Total  guns 


14 

6 

29 

12 

12 

7 

6 

86 


Uemmt  of  the  Enemy* 9  Font  engagid  on  the  llth 

S^dembery  1814. 

igate    Confiance,    long  24 

pounders  -  -  -  -27 
32  pound  carronades  -  -  4 
34  do.  -       -   6 

long  18  pounders  on  berth 

deck        ....  2 


ig  Linnet,  long  12  pounders 
loop  Cbob|  18  pound  car- 
ronades   -       -       -       - 10 
long  6  pounder   -        -        -    1 

loop  Finch,  18  pound  car- 
ronades   •       .       •       -  6 
L8  pound  columbiad    -        -   1 
ong  6  pounders  -       *       -4 


Total  guns  39 
-       -       -  16 


39 


11 


rhirteen  galleys,  riz: 
'  James  x  eo,  one  long  twenty-four  pounder, 
ind  one  thirty-two  pound  earronade  -       -  2 
:   Oeorge  Prerost,  one  long  twenty-four 
>ounder,  and  one  thirty-two  pound  carro- 
lade    --.^-.---Q 

Sidney  Beekwith.  one  loig  twenty-four 
rounder,  and  one  thirty-two  pound  carro- 
lade    ------..2 

>ke,  one  long  eighteen  pounder,  and  one 
birty-two  pound  carronade       -       -       -   2 
trray,  one  long  eighteen  pounder,  and  one 
ighteen  pound  carronade  -       •       -       .2 
illiogton,  one  long  eishteen  pounder  - 
;umseh,  one  long  eighteen  pounder  - 
ne  unknown,  one  long  eighteen  pounder 
imnoioDd,  one  thirty-two  pound  carronade 
icoe,  one  thirtr-two  pound  carronade 
known,  one  thirty-two  pound  carronade 
known,  one  thirty-two  pound  carronade 
knowD,  one  thirty-two  pound  carronade 

Total 95 


These  sloops  were  formerlj  the  United  States' 
•rler  and  Esgle. 


RBCAPITOUkTIOn. 

Long  twenty-four  pounders  - 
Long  eighteen  pounders 
Long  twelre  pounders  - 
Long  six  pounders 
Thirty-two  pound  carronades 
Twenty-pound  carronades    - 
Eighteen  pound  carronades  - 
Eighteen  pound  columbiad  - 


-  30 

-  7 

-  16 

-  5 

-  13 

-  6 

-  17 

-  1 


Total  guns 95 

THOMAS  MACDONOUgE 


Unitid  States'  brio  Eaglb, 

PlaUtburg^  SenL  12, 1814. 
Sir  :  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  all  my  offi- 
cers and  men  acted  brarely,  and  did  their  duty  in 
the  battle  of  yesterday  with  the  enemy. 

I  shall  hare  the  pleasure  of  making  a  more  par- 
ticular representation  of  the  respective  merile  of 
my  ffallant  officers  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary 
of  the  Nary. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  serrant, 

R(»BRT  HENLEY. 

P.  S. — We  had  thirty-nine  round  shot  in  our 
hull,  (mostly  twenty-four  pounders,)  four  in  our 
lower  masts,  and  we  were  well  peppered  with 
grape. 

I  enclose  my  boatswain's  report.  R.  H. 


U.  S.  SCaOOMBR  TlCONDBROaA, 

PlaiMuTg  Bay,  SepL  12, 1814. 
Sir:  It  is  with  pleasure  I  sute  that  erery  offi- 
cer and  man  under  my  command  did  their  duty 
yesterday.    Yours,  respectfully, 

STEPHEN  OA&BlN.LLComdL 
Com.  T.  Maodohouob. 


U.  8.  SHIP  Saratoga, 
OgrpiaiMnrf,  Sept.  15, 1814. 
Sir  :  As  Proridence  has  giren  into  mv  com- 
mand the  squadron  on  Lake  Uhamplain,  or  which 
you  were  j[after  the  fall  of  Captain  Downie)  the 
commanding  officer,  I  beg  you  will,  after  the  aUc 
conflict  you  sustained,  and  eridence  of  determined 
ralor  you  erinced,  on  board  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's brig  Linnet,  until  the  necessity  of  her  sos- 
render,  accept  of  your  enclosed  parole,  not  to  serre 
against  the  United  States,  or  their  dependencies, 
imtil  regularly  exchanged.    I  am,  ^. 

THOMAS  MACDONOUGH. 

Captain  Primo,  iZoyoZ  iVoey. 


CAPTURE  OP  THE  EPERVIBR. 

rCemmunicated  to  the  Senate,  on  the  1 0th  of  Octo- 
ber 1814.] 

NArT  DfiPARTMBNT,  OctohCT  3,  1814. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request  I  hare  the  hon- 
or to  enclose  copies  of  the  official  account  and 
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Caphtrf  4  ^  JS?f«rmr. 


other  papers  relating  to  tbei^pmre  of  the  eneinv's 
sloop  of  war  Epemer,  on  the  29th  April  last,  by 
the  United  States  sloop  of  war  Pes^cock,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Warrington. 

If  the  relative  force,  and  comparative  efiec^t  of 
the  fire  of  the  combatants,  and  the  speedy  termi- 
nation of  the  contest,  though  protracted  by  the 
early  loss  of  the  Peacock's  fore  yard,  be  taken  as 
the  criterion,  then  does  it  display  a  steady  T|dor 
and  superior  skill  on  the  part  of  the  commander, 
oiBcer^  and  crew,  of  the  Peacockj  which  may 
fairlv  challenge  any  single  action  on  record. 

I  iuive  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  JONES. 

Hob.  CaARLE*  Tait, 


U.  S.  sloop  PaAcocK,  at  asA, 
hoit.  W"  47,'  £ov*  &0<>  9,'  AprH  29, 181A. 

8»:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  tJiai  «e 
iiave  this  roorniiig  captured,  aflcur  an  aotimi  of 
forty-two  minutes,  His  Britannic  Majenty's  brig 
Bpervier,catiog  and  mounting  eighteen  thirty-two 
pound  carronades,  with  one  Euadred  and  twenty- 
eight  ouBn,  of  whom  eight  were  killed  and  fifteen 
wounded,  (according  to  the  best  inforniatiOD  we 
could  obtf  ip.^  Among  the  latter  is  her  fir^t  Ueu- 
tenant,  who  has  lost  an  arm  iud  received  a  se- 
vere splinter  wound  on  the  hip.  Not  a  mi^n  in 
the  Peacock  was  killed,  and  only  two  wounded, 
neither  dangerously  so. 

The  fate  of  the  Kpervier  would  have  been  de- 
termined iaameh  less  time  hut  for  the  circum- 
stance ^  o«f  fore  yard  being  totally  disabled  by 
two  rooad  shot,  in  the  starbov d  quarter,  from  her 
irst  broadside,  which  entirely  deprived  us  of  the 
use  of  our  fore  and  fore-topsails,  and  coippelled  «s 
to  keep  tka  ah ip  large  throushaut  the  remainder 
of  the  action.  This,  with  a  ww  (•m^V  ^^  (ep* 
gallant  back-stays  cut  away,  and  a  few  shot 
throuffh  our  snils,  is  the  only  injury  the  Pea- 
cock has  sv»ti^lned.  Not  a  round  shot  touched 
our  hull ;  oar  meets  and  spars  ar$  as  sound  as 
ever.  When  the  enemy  struck,  he  had  five  feet 
water  in  his  hold,  his  main  topmast  was  over  the 
aide,  his  main  boom  shot  ^way,  his  foremast  cut 
nearly  in  two,  and  tottering,  his  fore  riggiog  and 
steys  shot  ainiy,  his  bowsprit  badly  wounded,  and 
forty-five  shot  holes  in  his  hull,  twi^nty  of  which 
were  within  a  foot  of  his  water  line  above  and 
below.  By  great  exertions,  we  gpt  her  in  sailing 
order  just  as  dark  came  on. 

In  fifteen  minutes  after  the  eoemjr  suuck,  the 
Peacock  was  ready  for  another  action,  in  every 
respect  but  her  forofyacd,  which  wu  sent  down, 
fished,  and  had  the  foresail  set  again  in  forty-five 
minutes.  Such  was  the  spirit  and  activity  of  our 
gallant  crew. 

The  Bpervier  had  under  her  convoy  an  Eng- 
lish liermaphrodite  brig,  a  Russian  end  Spaniel 
brig;  which  all  hauled  their  wind,  and  stood  to 
the  E.  N.  E,  I  had  determined  upon  pursuing  the 
former,  hot  found  that  it  woula  not  answer  to 
leave  our  prize  in  her  then  crippled  state,  and  the 


more  particularly  so,  as  we  foosd  sike  k» 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dolhni&ipe? 
which  we  soon  transferred  to  this  sloojx  Irsf 
officer,  seaman,  and  marine,  did  hii  ^,  tki 
is  the  nighest  compliment  I  csd  pif  tka 
I  am,  respectfully, 

L.  WARRCmS. 


SAVASXAfljAlfl^iSl 

Sir  :  I  have  gr^t  satii&ction  is  bestil:} 
report  to  you  the  arrival  of  the  Pcicoditis 
afqhorage  to-day.  and  also  the  airirilaf  tbi^ 
vier  on  Sf  onday  last. 

I  have  now  to  detail  to  vfo  the  rasnix 
separation,  We  inade  sail,  asQSBiiflBidasi 
last,  on  the  evening  of  the  ^th.  The  bcii  ib 
noon  we  were,  at  half  past  fire,tbRtsttl(ec2 
of  Amelia  island,  with  the  vessel  is  sirktoTetK 
land,  when  two  laij^e  ship^  which  badiicaa 
time  prevjoiis  a  little  to  the  aorthwdiift^ 
island,  were  deadly  ascertaiped  to  be  frifitsis 
in  chase  of  us.  I|i  this  8ituados,st  t^^i^ 
tion  of  Lieutenant  NiehoUoa,  i  took  oailw: 
himself  and  sixteen  ofilcers  sad  oieQ,  ui  t^ 
to  the  southward  along  shore  en  t  wniisi^i 
him  to  make  the  best  of  his  wsy  for  SiM^; 
which  place  I  felt  eonlideat  he  wonldraelie^ 
weather  frigate  was  in  chase  of  the  Paeettat 
the  other  was  too  far  to  leewsrd  to  m^ 
At  nine  we  lost  sight  of  the  ehuef,hst«sQeB 
standing  all  night  to  the  seuthwsrd,iiM"*^ 
get  entirely  clear  of  him.  At  difligbtft^'' 
ened  sail  and  stood  to  the  northwara,iiii^ 
made  the  frigate  ahead,  who  ^tre  ebiseiK^ 
time,  which  ne  continued  until  twoP.H*^ 
finding,  jie  could  not  come  up,  be  ^^^ 
the  evening  we  resumed  our  coane,iB^arM&- 
ing  until  daylight  on  Tuesday  mofougvkat 
large  ship  (supposed  to  be  the  saDe)*v$^ 
seen  in  chase  of  us,  and  was  agis  m  ^  '^ 

This  morning,  at  half  past  thivc^it*"'^}* 
bee  light,  and  at  half  past  eight  sBeboRiao'"' 
United  States'  ship  Adams.  As  ibt  MP 
hovering  close  to  St.  Mary'ik  I  eoaeiode^i^^ 
had  received  iafcrmation  of,  sad  «» J*^^ 
intercept  us.  Accordin^y  we  '<^^«.^. 
place,  where  we  received  inteUigesceof  ik«*F 
vier^  arrival,  after  firightening  off  *^»^t: 
was  sent  from  the  enemy's  ship  to  ^^T 
Saturday  evening,  to  cut  him  off  from  tbeh» 

From  the  1st  of  April  to  the  94ih,  veaf^ 
one  neutral  and  two  privateers,  boihof  vtcir 
chased  without  overhauling,  althosf^veri^^ 
amongst  th«  shoals  of  Cape  CsaareftU»  ^^ 
lowed  him  into  four  fii thorns  vatef'  ^!^' 
been  to  the  southward  as  far  M  iheGntf  »^ 
and  have  cruised  from  thence  to  M"*"*"^ 
and  along  the  Florida  shore  to  Cipe  pB>"; 
Not  a  single  running  vessel  has  bees  tbr^^^ 
Gulf  in  all  this  time.    The  fleet  sails  ime^ 
maica  under  the  convoy  of  aseTentf-wJ^;. 
frigatesjmd  two  sloops,  from  the  1st  w  ^' 
May.    They  are  so  much  afraid  of  ow  (^ 
that  several  ships  in  the  Havao%te«dr» 
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rbieb  intended  to  run  it,  (as  it  is  called,)  were 

irced  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  convoy  from 

imaica. 

The  Epervier  and  her  convoy  were  the  first 

u^lish  vessels  we  had  seen. 

We  shall  proceed  in  the  farther  execution  of 

)ar  instructions  as  soon  as  we  can  get  a  (ore- 

ird,  provisions,  and  water. 

The  Epervier  is  one  of  their  finest  brigs  and  is 

i\\  calculated  for  our  service.    She  sails  ex- 

^rnely  fast,  and  will  require  but  little  to  send  her 

sea,  as  her  ac mameat  and  stores  are  complete. 

I  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  brig's  crew,  as  aecu- 

tely  as  we  can  get  it.    I  am,  respectfully, 

L.  WARRINGTON. 
Hon.  SaofiBTABy  rfihe  Naxy* 


United  States  ship  Pbaoock, 
Saotmnahi  M'oy  5, 1814. 
Sir  :  As  my  letter  of  yeaterday  was  loo  late  for 
e  mail,  I  address  you  a^^,  in  the  pBiformaoee 
'  a  duty  which  is  j^easwg  and  gratifying  to  ms 
;  a  high  degree,and  is  but  ooiog  justice  to  iheioer- 
I  of  the  deaervin|^  offieeis  under  my  (Command, 
'  whom  (  have  hitherto  refrained  from  sp«aklngi 

I  considered  it  most  correct  to  make  it  the  su&- 
ct  of  a  partieiilar  commonicatioB. 
To  the  unwearied  and  indefatigable  attention 

Lieutenant  Nicholson,  (first,)  in  organising 
id  training  the  crew,  the  success  of  this  action 
in  a  great  cneasure,  to  be  attributed.  I  have 
nfided  greatly  in  him,  and  have  never  found 
y  confidence  misplaced :  forjudgment,  coolness, 
d  decision,  in  times  of  dimeulty,  few  can  snr- 
M  him.  This  is  the  second  action  in  which  he 
IS  been  engagsed  this  war,  and  in  both  he  has  beep 
ccessful.  His  greatest  pride  is  to  earn  a  cotn- 
stnder's  position,  by  fighting  for  instead,  of  heit- 

From  Lieutenant  Henley,  (second,)  and  Lieu- 
lant  Voorhee-S)  (acting  third,  who  has  also  been 
rice  successfully  engaged,)  I  received  every  as- 
kance that  seal,  ardor,  and  experience,  could 
ford. 

The  fire  frotn  their  two  divisions  was  terrible, 
td  directed  with  the  greatest  precisipn  and  cool- 
!S8.  In  Bailingmaster  Perciv|],  whose  great 
ish  and  pride  it  is  to  obtain  a  lieutenant's  com-^ 
ission,  and  whose  unremitting  and  constant  at- 
ntion  to  doty,  added  to  hi^  professional  know- 
Jge,  entitles  him  to  it,  in  my  opinion,  I  found 
t  able  as  well  as  willing  assistant.  He  handled 
e  ship  as  if  he  had  been  working  her  into  a 
adstead.  Mr.  David  Cole,  acting  carpenter,  I 
ive  also  found  such  an  able  and  valuable  man 
his  occupation,  that  1  must  request,  in  the  most 
rnest  manner,  that  he  may  receive  a  warrant : 
r  I  feel  confident  that,  to  his  uncommon  exertion. 
e,  in  a  great  measure,  owe  the  getting  of  our 
ize  into  port.  From  11  A.  M.  until  6  P.  M.  he 
as  over  her  side,  stopping  shot  holes,  on  a  gra- 
ig ;  and  when  the  ordinary  resources  failed  of 
ccess,  his  skill  soon  supplied  him  with  efficient 
tes.  Mr.  Philip  Myers,  master's  mate,  has  also 
inducted  himself  in  such  a  manner  as  to  war- 


rant my  recommendation  of  him  as  a  master ;  he 
is  a  seaman,  navigator,  and  officer,  his  family  in 
New  York  is  respectable,  and  he  would  prove  an 
acquisition  to  the  service.  My  clerk,  Mr.  J.  S. 
Townsend,  is  anxious  to  obtain,  through  my 
means,  a  midshipman's  warrant,  and  has  taken 
pains  to  qualify  himself  for  it,  bv  volunteering, 
and  constantly  performing  a  midsnipman's  duty; 
indeed  I  have  but  little  use  for  a  clerk,  and  he  is  as 

Seat  a  proficient  as  anv  of  the  young  midshipmen  ^ 
e  whole  of  whom  behaved  in  a  manner  that  waa 
pleasing  to  me,  and  must  be  gratifying  to  you,  t^ 
It  gives  an  earnest  of  what  they  will  make  in 
time.  Three  only  have  been  to  si|l  before,  anii 
one  only  in  a  man  of  war.  yet  were  they  as  mudk 
at  home,  and  as  much  disposed  to  exert  them- 
selves, as  any  officer  of  the  ship.  Lieutenant 
Nicholson  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  conduct  of 
Messrs.  Oreeves  and  Rodgers,  midshipmen,  who 
were  in  the  prize  with  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  L.  WARRINGTON. 

Hon.  WiLLUM  J0NB8, 

Secretary  qf  the  Napy. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  REINDEER  AND  OTHER 
VESSELS,  BT  THE  WASP. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  October  17,  1814.] 
CojMMiTTas  Room,  Ocr.  13, 1814. 
Sib  :  In  order  that  Congress  may  proceed  in 
the  agreeable  duty  of  bestowing  suitable  boaon 
and  rewards  on  those  gallant  men  whose  noUe 
achievements  have  already  so  signally  distin- 
guished themselves  and  their  country  doring  this 
war,  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiiirs,  on  the  part  ot  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  to  request  that  you  will  transmit  all  Iha 
information  in  possession  of  the  Navj  Depart* 
meat,  relating  to  the  capture  of  the  British  sloop 
of  war  Reindeer  by  the  American  sloop  of  war 
Wasp. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^. 

C.  TAIT,  Oiairman. 
Hon.  Wm,  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  DjiPanTUBfiT,  Oct.  16, 1814 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  the 
documents  received  at  this  Department  from  tira 
Commander  of  the  United  Sutes  sloop  of  war 
Wasp,  relative  to  the  capture  and  destruction  of 
the  enemy's  sloop  of  war  Reindeer,  on  the  28th 
of  Jane  last,  after  a  brilliant  action  of  nineteen 
minutes,  which  was  terminated  by  boarding,  in 
gallant  and  decisive  style,  having  repulsed  the 
enemy  in  repeated  and  vigorous  attempts  to  board 
the  Wasp.  All  that  skill  and  valor  could  do  was 
done  quickly,  and  less  it  was  certain  would  not 
be  done.    I  am,  very  respectfully,  d&c. 

W.  JONES. 

Hon.  Crarlbs  Tait, 

Chairman  Navid  Committee. 
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United  Statbs  8bip  Wasp, 

V  Orient,  Mbf^^XSl^. 

Sir:  I  htre  the  honor  to  aoDoance  to  yon  the 
arn?al  of  this  ship  to  day  at  this  place.    By  the 

Eilot  who  carried  us  out  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.j  I 
ad  the  satisfaction  to  make  you  acquainted  with 
our  hayinir  left  that  place,  and  again  had  the 
pleasure  of  addressing  you  by  the  French  nation- 
al brig  Olire,  and  which  was  the  first  vessel  we 
bad  spoken  since  our  departure  from  the  United 
Btates.  From  the  time  of  our  sailing  I  contin- 
ued to  follow  the  route  pointed  out  in  your  in- 
structions until  our  arrival  at  this  place,  during 
which  we  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  make  sev- 
eral captures,  a  list  of  which  will  accompany  this. 
These,  with  their  cargoes,  were  wholly  destroyed, 
with  one  exception;  this  was  the  galliot  Henri- 
etta, which  was  permitted  to  return  with  the  pris- 
oners, thirty-eight  in  number,  after  throwing  over- 
board the  greater  part  of  her  cargo,  leaving  only 
a  sufficiency  to  ballast  her.  When  arrived  on 
our  cruising  ground,  I  found  it  impossible  to  main- 
lain  anything  like  a  station,  and  was  led  in  chase 
farther  up  the  English  Channel  than  was  intend- 
ed. After  arriving  on  soundings,  the  number  of 
neutrals  which  are  now  passing  us  kept  us  almost 
eonstantly  in  pursuit.  It  gives  me  much  pleasure 
to  state  to  you  the  very  healthy  condition  of  the 
crew  of  the  Wasp  during  the  cruise ;  sometimes 
without  one  on  the  sick  list,  and  at  no  time  any 
who  remained  there  more  than  a  few  days.  Great 
praise  is  due  to  Dr.  Clark  for  his  skill  and  atten- 
tion at  all  times,  but  particularly  after  the  action 
with  the  Heindeer;  his  unwearied  assiduity  to 
the  necessities  of  the  wounded  was  highly  con- 
apicuons. 

The  ship  is  at  present  under  quarantine^  but  we 
eipect  to  be  released  from  it  to-morrow,  when  the 
wounded  will  be  sent  to  the  hospital,  and  every 
exertion  made  to  prepare  the  Wasp  for  sea. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

J.  BLAKBLEY. 

Hon.  William  Jones. 


Umitid  Statbs  Ship  Wasp, 

U  Orient,  July  %,  IBM. 

Sir:  On  Tuesday,  the  28th  ultimo,  being  in 
latitude  48^'  W  North  and  longitude  ll^"  1^  West, 
we  fell  in  with,  engaged,  and  after  an  action  of 
nineteen  minutes  captured,  HisBritannie  Majesty's 
•loop  of  war  the  Reindeer.  William  Manners. 
Esq.,  commander.  Annezea  are  the  minutes  or 
our  proceedings  on  that  dajf^,  prior  to,  and  during 
the  continuance  of,  the  action. 

Where  all  did  their  doty,  and  each  appeared 
anxious  to  excel,  it  is  very  difficult  to  discrimi« 
nate.  It  is,  however,  only  rendering  them  their 
merited  due,  when  it  is  declared  of  Lieutenant 
Reilly  and  Barry,  first  and  third  of  this  vessel, 
and  whose  names  will  be  found  among  those  of 
the  conquerors  of  the  Gaerriere  and  the  Java,  and 
of  Mr.  TlUiogbast,  second  Lieutenant,  who  was 
greatlv  instrumental  in  the  capture  of  the  Boxerj 
that  their  conduct  and  courage^  on  this  occasion, 
fulfilled  the  highest  expectation,  and  gratified 


every  wisb.  Sailingmaster  Ctrr  ii  tlioaiai 
to  great  credit  for  the  zeal  aodabilitrviiknc 
he  dischat^d  his  various  duties. 

The  cool  and  patient  conduct  of  eiarflfiec 
and  man,  while  exposed  to  the  fire  of  titiyoM 
gun  of  the  enemy,  and  withoot  an  o|fi&L7fl? 
returning  it,  could  alone  be  equalled  ^tKiii- 
mation  and  ardor  exhibited  when  tea^a- 
\  gaged,  or  by  the  promptitude  and  finmiii 
which  every  attempt  of  the  enenf  toteiw 
met  and  successfully  repelled.  Soekcnhr 
may  be  seen,  but  cannot  well  be  descnlxi 

The  Reindeer  mounted  siiteen  timrlw 
pound  carronades,  two  long  six  or  siae  penisi, 
and  a  shifting  twelve  nound  Garrooade;rii 
complement  on  board  or  one  hoadredafidefm 
men;  her  crew  were  said  to  be  the  pride iJPlf^ 
month. 

Our  loss  in  men  has  been  seveie,owio{,in{r. 
to  the  proximity  of  the  two  ressels,  asd  ilu  a 
treme  smoothness  of  the  sea,  bet  chiefly  i&»poE> 
inff  boarders.  That  of  the  enemy,  hovem.  re 
infinitely  more  so,  as  will  be  seen  byilKU(i 
killed  and  wounded  on  both  sides. 

Six  round  shot  struck  our  hallsnd  Durnpe 
which  did  not  penetrate  far.  The  fo»a^ 
ceived  a  twenty-four  pound  shot,  vhiri  s» 
throuffh  its  centre,  and  our  rigging  and  siieK 
a  good  deal  injured. 

The  Reindeer  was  literally  cot  to  piftAisj 
line  with  her  ports;  her  upper  worki,i»^ 
spare  spars,  were  one  complete  wreck.  Aksk 
springing  up  next  afternoon,  her  \w^^ 
by  the  board.  . 

Having  received  all  the  prisoneBfi«<«* 
which,  from  the  number  of  tbe  woasM^^ 

8 ted  much  time,  together  with  their  iHfp^"' 
Leindeer  waa^  on  the  evening  of  the29tiiHa 
fire,  and  in  a  few  hours  blew  up. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respee*"//*' 

most  obedient  servant,  ^ ^ 

h  BUBLSY 

Hon.  William  Jonis, 

Secretary  of  the  Navf- 


Minuiee  of  the  aaion  between  tie  UmidSfM 

Wan  and  Hu  BHinnme  M^atfff  ^IfZi 
on  Ae  2a<A  Jt*fi€,  1814.  Latitude  iSf^  ^  ^ 
LongUude  ll^'  16^  Wet/. 

At  four  A.  M.  li^ht  breezes  and  f^'  ^ 
quarter  after  four  discovered  *''*  *^^  ^'^JJS 
before  the  lee  beam ;  kept  awajr  in  ^^^ 
after  discovered  one  sail  on  'bewesuer^ 
altered  the  course,  and  hauled  bf  t^c/f  J^ 
chase  of  the  sail  to  windward.   At  ^[^^% 
to  windward  bore  E.  N.  B,  wind  ^^J^l 
ten  the  strange  sail,  bearing  £.  bf  N.  vi^^ 
English  ensign  and  pennant,  aaddisfdafedi'^ 
nal  at  the  main  (blue  and  yellow  dugffV' 
Meridian, light  airs  and  cloudy;  stsqotii^^?^ 
twelve  P.  M.  the  enemy  showed  a  UueM^J';^ 
flag,  diagonally,  at  the  fore,  and  firedagafi^ 
hour  fifteen  ntinutes  called  aU  hands  to  q«^ 
and  prepared  for  aclioaj  one  hoor  i*^- 
minutes,  believing  we  could  weather  w^^ 
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ced  ship,  and  stood  for  bim ;  one  hoar  fifty 
utes,  the  enemy  tacked  ship  and  stood  from 
one  hour  fiftf-siz  minutes  hoisted  our  colors, 
fired  a  gun  to  windward,  which  was  answer- 
>y  the  enemy  with  another  to  windward  $  two 
rs  twenty  minutes,  the  enemy  still  standing 
a  08,  set  the  royals;  two  hours  twenty-fi^e 
otes  set  the  flying  jib;  two  hours  twenty-nine 
lUtes  set  the  upper  staysails;  two  hours  thir- 
wo  minutes,  the  enemy  having  tacked  for  as, 
c  in  the  staysails ;  two  hours  fortv-seren  min- 
i  furled  the  royals;  two  hours  nftr-onemin- 
,  seeing  that  the  enemy  would  be  able  to 
Lther  us,  tacked  ship ;  three  hours  three  roin- 

the  enemy  hoisted  his  flying  jib;  brailed  up 
mizzen ;  three  hours  fifteen  minutes  the  ene- 
on  our  weather  quarter,  distant  aboul  sixty 
Is,  fired  his  shifting  gun,  a  twelve  pound  car- 
tde,  at  us,  loaded  with  round  and  mpe  shot, 
a  his  top-gallant  forecastle;  three  hours  sev- 
«n  minutes  fired  the  same  gun  a  second 
9 ;  three  hours  nineteen  minates  fired  it  a  third 
»;  three  hours  twenty-one  minutes  fired  a 
th  time ;  three  hours  twenty-four  minutes  a 

shot,  all  from  the  same  gun.  Finding  the 
my  did  not  get  sufficiently  on  the  beam  to  ena- 
js  to  bring  our  guns  to  bear,  put  the  helm  a 
and  at  twenty-six  minutes  after  three  com- 
ced  the  action  with  the  after  carronade,  on 
starboard  side,  and  fired  in  succession ;  three 
's  thirty-five  minutes  hauled  up  the  mainsail; 
e  hours  forty  minutes,  the  enemy  having  his 
3ard  bow  in  contact  with  our  larboard  quarter, 
^avored  to  board  us,  but  was  repulsed  in  every 
npt;  at  three  hours  forty-four  minutes  orders 
3  given  to  board  in  turn,  which  were  promptly 
uted,  when  all  resistance  immediately  ceased ; 
at  three  hours  forty-five  minutes  the  enemy 
ed  down  his  fiag. 

J.  BLAKBLBY. 


experienced  every  civility  from  the  public  au- 
thorities; our  quarantine  was  only  for  a  few 
hours;  and  our  wounded,  fourteen  in  number, 
were  yesterday  carried  to  tne  hospital,  where  they 
are  very  comfortably  situated.  Our  foremast, 
though  badly  wounded,  can  be  repaired,  and  will 
be  taken  on  shore  as  soon  as  possible.  All  the 
other  damages  sustained  can  be  repaired  by  our- 
selves. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

J.  BLAKBLBY. 

Hon.  William  Jonss, 

Seeretaty  of  the  Naey, 


Umitbo  States  Ship  Wasp, 

V  Orient,  July  10, 1814. 

IB :  After  the  capture  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
's sloop  of  war  the  Reindeer,  it  was  my  wish 
Lve  continued  ij^e  croise,  as  directed  by  you. 
is,  however,  necessitated  to  relinquish  this 
e,  after  a  few  days,  from  a  consideration  for 
wounded  of  our  crew,  whose  wounds  had,  at 
season,  become  offensive  and  aggrarated,  by 
lumber  of  prisoners  on  board  at  the  time,  be- 
leventy-seven  in  number.  Fearing,  from  the 
rded  state  of  the  Wasp,  that  some  valuable 

might  be  lost  if  retained  on  board,  I  was 
pelled,  though  with  reluctance,  to  make  the 
neutral  port.    Those  belonging  to  the  Rein- 

who  were  dangerously  wounded,  were  put 
^ard  a  Portuguese  brig,  bound  to  Bnglaod, 
!  days  after  the  action,  and  from  the  winds 
:h  prevailed  arrived,  probably,  in  two  or  three 

after  their  departure.  Their  surgeon,  the 
tain's  clerk,  with  the  Captain's  ana  officers' 
ants,  with  the  crew  of  the  Orange  Boven, 
s  put  on  boaid  the  same  vessel,  to  attend  npoii 
a.    Since  our  arrival  at  this  place  we  have  | 


UUt  tf  Killei  end  Wounded  on  board  IS$  Brikumie 
Mafuty^e  ehop  of  uwr  ike  Rerndter^  m  oetien  wiih 
the  Untied  Siaiee'  ebop  of  war  the  Warn,  on  the 
S»A  June,  1814. 

KtUed, — William  Manners,  Etsq.,  commander; 
John  Thomas  Bartoo^urser ;  James  Humphreys, 
quartermaster ;  John  filly,  armorer;  Chas.  Price, 
ropemaker;  George  Gibson,  captain  mast;  Zenas 
Swift,  seaman;  Qeoree  Sorlic,  seaman ;  Samuel 
Laver,  seaman ;  Bartholomew  Johnson,  seaman ; 
Thomas  Bassett,  ordinary  seaman;  John  Isles, 
ordinary  seaman;  Robert  Smith,  ordinary  sea- 
man ;  James  Foreman,  ordinary  seaman  ;  Patrick 
Sherry,  landsman;  John  Map;uire,  landsman; 
William  Lee,  landsman ;  Colhsters  Glynn,  boy, 
2d  class;  Samuel  Probert,  boy,  2d  class;  Patrick 
Sharkey,  bov,  2d  class ;  Bdward  McGraih,  boy, 
3d  class;  John  Roomer,  private;  James  Allen, 
private;  Thomas  Musto,  private;  John  Guest, 
private. 

Wounded. — ^Thomas  Chambers,  first  lieuten- 
ant, severely;  ^Richard  Johns,  master,  danger- 
ously; ^Ferguson  Mason,  quartermaster,  severely; 
^Josnua  Carson,  captain  forecastle,  severely; 
*Thomas  Williams,  captain  forecastle,  danger- 
ously; *James  Candy,  landsman,  severely;  *John 
Williamson,  carpenter's  crew,  severely ;  ^Thoe. 
Clements,  seaman,  severely;  ^Richard  Sbippard; 
ordinary  seaman,  severely ;  ^Joseph  Waller,  sea- 
man, dangerously ;  ^Robert  Tole,  seaman,  dan- 
gerously; *Thomas  Home,  seaman,  severely; 
*James  Wallace,  ordinary  seaman,  dangerously ; 
*David  Livingston,  seaman,  severely ;  *AIezan- 
der  Stupo, ordmary  seaman,  dangerously;  '^Thoa. 
Bell,  first,  ordinary  seaman,  severely ;  ^Nicholas 
Birmingham,  ordinary  seaman,  dangerously; 
'^William  Williams,  boy,  secono  class,  danger- 
ously; *John  Watley,  private,  severely  ;*William 
Wyley,  corporal  severely ;  ^Wm.Gurarty,  private, 
severely;  ^William  Watkins,  private,  severely: 
*Thos.  Mitchell,  boy,  third  class,  severely ;  ^Daniei 
Byrne,  private,  severely ;  ^Thomas  Marsh,  ser- 
geant, not  very  badly  wounded,  but  permitted  to 
Eroceed  in  consequence  of  the  representation,  and 
y  the  request,  of  the  surgeon  of  the  Reindeer; 
Matthew  Mitcnell^  master's  mate,sliffhtly ;  Henry 
Hardiiuan,  midshipman,  slightly;  James  Legg, 
boatswain,  sliffhtly;  John  Stimson,  quartermaa- 
ter's  mate,  slightly ;  William  Clark,  cook,  slight- 
ly;  John  Johnson,  carpenter's  crew,  slightly; 
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William  Brace,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly  \  Ben- 

Jamin  Rufas,  captain  foretop,  slightly;  John 
bramble,  seaman,  slierhtly ;  William  Townbolm. 
seaman,  slightly;  William  Caldwell,  seaman, 
dangerously,  (since  dead ;)  Archibald  Adams,  or- 
dinary seaman,  dangerously,  (since  dead  *,)  Rich- 
ard Hornby,  seaman,  sUghtly ;  Daniel  Hart,  boy. 


y;  Rich- 


first  class,  ^ligl^tly ;  William  Ratclift.  prrrate, 
slightly ;  Thomas  Major,  private,  severer 
ard  Butler,  captain  after  guard,  slightly. 

irtl(ed— 25. 

IFoimdatf^Dangerously  10;  severely  17;  and 

slightly  15. 

NoTXi^— Thoic  inailied  tkpp  (^)  were,  in  oonse- 
quence  of  tlie  severity  and  extent  of  their  woonds,  put 
on  board  a  Portogneae  brig,  called  the  Lisbon  Pac£et, 
M  tfc^  IbM  4i9 aiWHT  t)^  action,  0  wilt  the  Islof 


Office,  in  consequence  of  the  late  ineanuar^ 
enemy,  you  are  informed  that  no  oietal  tec 
and  papers  are  lost,  belonging  to  tiie  Depvieci 
in  consequence  of  the  late  incarsioo. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  your  obedieEixrm: 

R.'J.  SfEIGUi. 
Poglmaiite^39iM. 
Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  Sknue  of  Repre$entaim. 


Ivly,  bonnd  to  niysM^th,  England* 


■••■ 


Utl  of  kUkd  and  uwmded  on  bqmd  tke  United 
Stata'  9hfip  of  y^ar  the  Waepf  Johuton  Biakel^f 
Egq»f  eommahder,  in  action  wit^  JKe  Britanme 
Miifeety'e  etoop-ofwar  the  Reindeer^  on  the  2Sth 
June^  1814. 

JKilleci— TimQthy  Stevens,  seaman;  Thomi^- 
Knight,  ordinary  seaman ;  Thomas  R.  Teel,  sea* 
mail ;  Johfi  Brown,  second,  ordinary  seaman ;  Jo- 
seph Vorse,  ordinary  seaman. 

Wounded. — Henry  8.  Langdon,  midshipman, 
dangerously  s  Frank  Toscan,  midshipmiin,  daa- 
geroualy;  John  Sweet,  master's  mate,  slightly; 
William  Thompson,  boatswain's  mate,  severely ; 
John  Dick,  quartermaster,  severely;  Nathaniel 
Scammon,  seaman,  severely;  Jotham  Perkins, 
seaman,  dangerously,  (since  dead ;)  William 
Preston,  seaman,  sUjj^tly ;  Chicles  <jkeen,  dan- 
gerously, f since  dead;)  Charles  Clinton, seaman, 
slightly;  Andrew  Passenger,  seaman,  severely; 
John  liowe, seaman, slightly;  Joseph  Atkias, sea- 
man,  dangerously,  (since  dead;)  Robert  Lowther, 
seamaOt  uightly ;  Merrel  Roberts,  seaman,  slight- 
ly; Ronert  Jarvis,  ordinary  seaman,  severely; 
Henry  Herbert,  ordinary  seaman,  dangerously ; 
Simon  Cassalis,  ordinary  seaman^  severely ;  John 
C.  Thurston,  ordinary  seaman,  dangerously ;  Ca- 
leb Wheeden,  ordinary  seaman,  severely ;  John 
Ball,  boy,  dangerously,  (since  dead.) 

Ilbund^ej— Daagerously  8 ;  severely  7 ;  slight- 
ly 6— dL 


s 


Navy  Dbpamsmsbt,  Oct  S  lik 
Sin:  In  obedieace  to  tbeiesalotioBofiktar 
orahle  House  of  Repf«aentativci,pMNiiiib 
aith  ipsUint,  I  hftv«  the  honor  10  lepoit: 

That  the  whole  of  the  offieial  boob,  yoftk 
uophies,  and  effecta,  in  the  offietof  tkeSetM? 
of  the  Navy,  except  the  f Qrainae  of  tbe  At 
were  preserved  from  loss  or  iajary  bf  tkelmt 
cursioo  of  the  enoflay,  and  aie  aowaiBf;  n 
that  aU  the  offieial  books  aadpiptn,iBtk(* 
of  the  Aceountant  of  the  Navy,  kire  haft 
served,  exeept  thoae  offieial  papecs  ^^^^^ 
coonts  settled  and  transnuttei  ts  the  Tmv 
Depattment,  referred  10  in  thelelier  odkintt' 
eoeioeed  is  a  copy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bt^rvj  w^tm^ 
your  obedient  servant,  ^  ^ 

Hon.  the  8na4mfi» 

qftheammo/MUpremtatim 


BOOKS  AND  PAPES8  DESTROYED  BY  THE 
CONFLAGRATION  IN  1814. 

fCommunicated  to  the  House,  October  26^  29,  Noveai- 
ber  1, 11,  end  17,  1814.] 

GbNBiuL  Post  Of  ncn, 

Ootobar  26, 1814. 

8ib:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  subject  of  in- 
formation relative  to  the  destruction  of  offieial 
books  and  papers  belonging  to  the  Gkneral  Post 


Navy  Depaitbt  . 
Accountant's  Office,  Oct  3^.15* 

81B :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  thiihtttttf^'^ 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  oiVitfnsm^ 
on  the  subject  of  the  desuactioa  of  ik  <*<^ 
books  and  papers  in  the  resfectire  iip^ 
in  consequence  of  the  incursion  of  t^^^' 
the  month  of  August,  1814, 1  hiR j«.^^ 
state  that  it  is  believed  that  aUtlK<^^ 
and  papers  in  this  oMtt  were  sini  J  ^«  "J 
knowledge  of  the  lose  of  a  «i«le^^,^ 
of  coBseqoenee ;  bu 1 1  have  ODdeniooi  iw  1^ 
of  our  pffioial  papery  relative  toaccyaiaw 
end  tranecottted  to  the  Ttesiory  U«I*»J 
were  deetcoyed.  What  e6|t  tketoe "^"J^ 
on  future  a4iustment%  it  is  iopRiile"^ 
to  say.  .     ^u 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  user" ^ 

your  obedteot  seci^nt,  ^  «nTo«R. 

THOMAS  TUil^ 

Hon.  Wii<U4ii  Jo98a. 

TRBABUaT  DBPAlWBt 

Octofter31> 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  tie  H^ 
Representatives,  of  the  24th  insttnt,tfte3^ 
tery  of  the  Treasury  respectfaJJf  rcpom- 

That,  with  the  exception  of  soBieoii« 
from  the  collectors  of  the  customs  and  c^ 


sioners  of  loans^and  other  uflimporttn"^ 
no  loss  of  official  boob  or  P*P^/J^^ 
in  his  particular  office  by  reason  of  tie'?' 
of  the  enemy  in  the  month  of  August.  ^* 
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That  the  docameats  herewith  tnuMtniticd,  and 
arked  A,  B,  C,  D,  K,  aod  F,  cootain  all  the  ia- 
rmation  forjMshed  by  the  beads  of  tbe  eereral 
ices  attached  to  this  Departiaeot,  in  relatioo  to 
e  object  of  the  said  resolution,  and  are  prayed 
be  received  as  part  of  this  report. 
Ml  which  is  respectfaliy  sobmitted  by 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 
Secretary  oftha  TVttttitry. 


^^mm^mm 


TRCASUBY  DfiPABTWGMT. 

*  €kmytroUer^$  Office.  Oct,  28, 1814. 

Iir:  To  enable  you  to  compljr  with  a  resola- 
i  of  the  IToase  of  Represeotatives,  of  the  34th 
taDt,  in  re  lation  to  the  destruction  of  official 
•ks  and  papers  in  the  Treasury  Department,  I 
re  to  state,  that  all  the  official  books  and  na- 
s  which  were  in  this  office  on  the  24th  of  Au- 
(t  last  the  day  of  the  incursion  of  tbe  enemy 
)  this'city,  were  packed  up  and  remored  from 
Treasury,  and  hare  all  since  been  returned, 
ept  a  box  containing  brief  en  tries  of  accounts^ 
I  another  containing  part  of  the  accounts  en- 
id  on  the  new  books  of  the  Accountant  of  the 
ir  Departiaeot,  for  the  fourih  qiiart^f  of  1819. 

E'  art  of  the  aceoupla  entered  on  the  old  books 
e  three  last  qujiit^rs  of  the  same  year, 
'hese  boxes,  it  is  sui>posed,  hare,  by  some 
IDS,  become  mixed  with  others  belonging  to 
le  other  of  the  departments;  and  although 
gent  search  has  been  made  for  them  without 
et,  I  do  not  yet  despair  of  their  being  found, 
am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
rant, 

NATHAN  LUFPBOROUGH, 

Acting  ComptroUer, 
Ton.  A.  J.  Dallas, 

Secreiary  cfthe  TYeasury, 


ba?e  been  preserred,  and  many  from  tbe  fint 
establishment  of  the  Treasury,  particularly  all  the 
payments  and  receipts  on  account  of  the  Treaa- 
ury,  War,  and  NavT  Departments  from  their 
commencements.  All  tbe  warrantiL  Touchers, 
and  unsettled  accounts  of  every  kind,  were  pre- 
served, except  a  few  aoconnts  and  warmnu  which 
had  been  paid  in  July  last,  on  account  of  the  Pri- 
vateer Pension  Fund,  and  one  on  account  of  the 
seveptb  artiflle  of  the  Britisih  treaty.  These  can 
easily  be  replaced,  the  vQUebers  for  the  paymeais 
being  pKcserved. 

Many  of  the  books  aod  papers  destroyed  weee 
brought  fram  Philadelphia,  and  very  few  wautd 
ever  have  been  wanted,  as  all  the  accounts  of  Ihia 
office  are  i^djusted  at  the  end  of  every  qoastcr, 
and  the  documents  aecoo&paay  the  accoupts  to 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment and  are  aftewaxds  deposited  with  the  Re- 
gister. 

T.  T.  TUGKRR, 
Treasurer  tfp^e  Uniied  States. 


D. 

TaaAauBY  DxPAaTMBST, 
Revetme  Office,  October  26,  1614. 

Sia :  I  have  the  hoQor  of  stating,  in  compliaiice 
with  your  request,  that  no  official  books  or  papen 
belonging  to  this  office  were  destroyed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  incursion  of  the  enemy,  in  the 
month  of  August,  1814. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

S.  SMITH, 
OammV  (f  tk€  BenenHe. 
Hon.  Secrbtart  of  Treamary. 


B. 

TaBAsunr  Dbpabtmsiit, 
iJjffioe,  October  37,  1814. 
in :  In  compliance  with  your  reouest,  aecom- 
ying  a  rasoiutioa  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
8,  of  the  24th  inatanL.  I  have  the  nonor  to 
e,  that  of  tbe  official  books  and  papers  in  the 
lediate  charge  of  this  office,  none  are  kuowa 
ave  been  destroyed  or  lost  *^in  consequence  of 
incursion  of  the  enemy  in  the  month  of  Au- 
t,  1814,"  excepting  only  a  set  of  the  printed 
nals  and  reports  of  the  two  Houses  of  Oon- 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ibc. 

R.  HARRISON, 
[on.  Sechbtart  qf  TVeoeury. 

C. 

rmation  respecting  the  books  and  papen  of  the 
reasurei^s  office,  lequired  by  a  lesolotion  of  the 
onee  of  RepreeentoUTss,  passed  October  %i,  1814. 

TasASURBR's  Omca,  Oc^.  27, 1814. 
egers,  jooriials.  remittance,  banl^  draH,  and 
•r  books  generally  in  use  since  the  year  1810,  | 


E. 

TRB^auar  Dbpartmbnt, 
BegiiUr'e  (^fice,  October  98,  1814 

The  Register,  in  pnisuance  of  the  instructions 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  has  the  haaor 
to  repreaeat,  that  the  lose  of  books  and  napera  in 
relation  to  the  records  of  the  Treasury,  nas,  in  a 
great  degree,  been  limited  to  those  of  aainor  in- 
portaace;  and  that,  upon  the  late  incursiea  of 
the  enemy,  all  the  esaential  books  of  the  Treasury 
were  removed  to  a  place  of  pafety. 

That  to  comply  more  especially,  by  giving  a 
description  of  the  books  and  papers  which  were 
lost  on  that  occasion,  he  begs  leave  to  avail  him- 
self, by  referring  to  certain  papers  herewith  aub- 
joined,  being  statements  made  by  the  derka. 
reapeetiveiy,  having  the  charge  of  the  principal 
books  and  records,  and  lo  which  he  submits  the 
following  remarks. 

On  the  statements  A  and  B,  in  relation  to  the 
principal  books  and  records  of  the  revenues  of  the 
United  States : 

ThereceipUaDd  expeaditares  of  public  moneys, 
the  accounts  of  individual  collectors  of  the  rev- 
enue, and  of  all  public  affcnts  and  persons  ac- 
countable for  moneys  advanced  or  otherwise, 
were  preserved;  and  that  such  as  were  lost  (the 
very  bulky  and  numerous  settled  accounls  of  the 
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War  and  Navf  Departments  excepted,)  were  con- 
•idered  animportant,  compared  with  the  books 
and  records  which  were,  on  the  emergency,  re- 
mored,  and  which  claimed  the  first  attention  of 
the  Regi9ter  with  the  few  remaining  clerks,  who 
were  not  in  the  field  in  aetnal  military  service. 

Stttement  C,  in  relation  to  the  public  debt : 

In  this  branch  of  the  pablic  records,  nothing 
has  been  lost  that  it  is  presumed  can,  in  the  most 
remote  degree,  affect  the  interests  oi  the  indiyid- 
ual  creditors,  or  the  United  States. 

There  arise  two  descriptions  of  records,  from 
the  mode  adopted  at  the  Treasury^,  of  a  quarter- 
yearly  settlement  of  the  legers,  in  which  every 
iDdiTidual  creditor  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury 
is  exhibited ;  the  first  of  these  are  old  leffers  closed, 
and  put  away  as  finished ;  the  other,  those  which 
are  operative,  and  contain  the  names  of  existing 
creditors,  the  sums  due  to  each,  and  periods  of 
interest.  The  journals  and  legers  of  the  first  de- 
scription only  were  lost. 

On  the  loss  of  the  books  in  which  were  placed 
numerically  the  old  cancelled  loan-office  certifi- 
cates; the  cancelled  army  certificates;  the  can- 
celled final  settlement  certificates;  the  Register 
respectfully  remarks,  that  an  official  register  of 
certificates  of  the  aforegoing  character  outstand- 
ing, and  which  remained  outstanding  under  each 
class,  has  been  preserved ;  and  that  to  this  register 
of  outstanding  certificates  reference  has  frequently 
been  had  in  cases  where  petitions  for  payment 
have  been  presented  to  Congress;  so  that  it  is 
presumed  no  material  inconvenience  will  arise 
from  the  destruction  of  those  which  have  been 
brought  in  and  satisfied. 

On  the  marine  records  lost: 

The  records  arising  under  the  laws  in  relation 
to  the  registering,  enrolling,  and  licensing  ships 
and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  being  duplicates 
transmitted  to  the  Treasury  by  the  district  col- 
lectors, from  the  passing  of  those  acts  in  the  year 
1792,  bound  up  in  volumes  decriptive  of  their 
contents;  together  with  the  cancelled  registers, 
enrolments,  and  licenses,  placed  numerically  in 
books  for  their  reception;  although  they  were 
destroyed,  yet  their  loss,  it  is  presumed,  may  be 
supplied  in  each  port,  by  a  reference  to  the  cor- 
responding recoros  in  the  office  of  each  collector ; 
a  mode  which  it  is  presumed  has  been  resorted 
to,  from  the  circumstance  that,  comparatively  to 
their  extent,  few  applications  have  been  made  for 
certified  copies  of  such  records  at  the  Treasury. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

JOS.  NOURSE,  Regitter. 

Hon.  A.  J.  DALLAa,  Sechy  of  the-  Trtan^y. 

A. 

Schedule  of  the  loss  snstsined  bj  the  destruction  of  the 
Treasoiy  DeMrtment,  in  Uiat  branch  of  ^e  Regis- 
ter's office  where  the  books  and  acooonts  in  relation 
to  the  impost  and  tonnsge  duties,  the  internal  re¥- 
enue,  and  direct  tax,  are  kept,  vis  : 

The  le^^rs,  journals,  and  auxiliary  books  con- 
ftected  with  the  imports,  tonnage^  and  internal 


revenues,  from  the  commencemeat  to  ik^ 
1810,  inclusive. 

The  export  books,  from  the  eommeMnKS 
the  year  1803,  inclusive. 

The  vouchers  and  documeDts  relttR  rs  tbi 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  cotkcsstf  :k 
customs,  and  supervisors  of  the  iotenkSiaM 
and  direct  tax.  from  the  commeseeaaiis (k 
year  1811,  inclusive. 

It  is  to  be  observedi  however,  tkt  tkcfOBii 
results  of  the  accounts  of  every  iadiTifoiois- 
tor  and  supervisor  throughont  ikeUimse^ 
tied  at  the  Treasury,  being  exhibited ioikeiaa 
print^  statemenu  of  the  public  aeeoaiD,t»i 
above  enumerated  cannot  be  coosideredissH 
tial  to,  or  in  any  way  likely  to  affeet  the  ^ 
ment  of  future  accounts,  ansioj  (roa  tk»L9 
of  revenue  before  stated;  and, tanher.(ktiii a 
auditor's  reports  and  statemeots  of  the  Kcaei 
of  the  collectors  of  the  customs,  the  iatenLS^ 
enue,  and  direct  tax,  from  thdr  coodckss 
to  the  present  period,  have  beea  sared. 

JOS.  DAWS05. 


B. 

Of  the  books  and  papers  relstire  to  the  m^o^ 

ozpenditorei. 

Reqibter's  Officb,  Otf.^^'^'^ 

The  principal  legers  and  joorBaIs,&A^ 
commencement  of  the  present  QoTenatf^^ 
year  17d8,  were  destroyed.  The  legen  iiiR^ 
period,  as  well  as  the  complete  set  of  ^^ 
from  the  commencement  oi  the  Gorenos^^" 
been  preserved. 

The  vouchers  and  reports  oa  lealfld  lec^ 
which  were  contained  in  unwardsofoK^i^ 
large  cases  and  chests  in  the  fir^pn8f  ^^ 
were  destroyed.  The  Treasury  sttuaa'^'^ 
accounu  from  the  commencement of^^^'*^' 
Government  have,  in  general,  beeijin^ 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  coneeiTcd  bet  u«>s  ^^. 
convenience  will  be  incurred  in  tiMKta^^^ 
accounts  from  the  deatructioDof  boQbi&«P^ 
in  relation  to  this  branch  of  the  oiee-  ^„ 

JOS.  STBXICB- 


C.  , 

Of  the  books  and  records  in  nlstioa  to  t^  ttf^^ 
the  public  debt,  the  foUowiaff  wo*  datt(?» 

Reoisteb's  Omci,  Oct  25,  l^H 

1.  Several  old  journab  and  legers, ti)eifie<)i» 
in  which  had  been  closed. 

Books  containing  receipts  for  ccrtiiet^; 
funded  debt  delivered  at  the  Treasorj  pft^ 
the  year  1800.  The  receipts  takes  ^  ^ 
been  preserved.  ^^ 

2.  Cancelled  certificates  or  erideoca ^*^ 
Revolutionary  funded  debt,  Dnmericalir^^^j^ 
and  bound  up  in  books,  which  were  d8£^ 
and  bulky ;  they  contained, 

1.  Loan  Office  certificates. 

2.  Army  certificates.  ,  .^j 

3.  Final  setdement  certifieatei  iss« 
commissioners  of  the  staff  departmeot 
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I.  Final  settlement  certificates  issued  by  com* 
ssioners  in  the  sereral  States. 
i.   Final  settlement  certificates  issued  in  the 
rine  department* 

[*he  whole  were  destroyed ;  an  official  list,  how- 
r,  exhibiting  the  certificates  which  remain 
standing  was  preserved,  by  which  the  equity 
ilaims  for  certificates  of  either  description  may 
iseertaioed  with  precision. 
.  Receipts  for  diTidends  of  principal  and  in- 
•st  on  the  funded  debt  paid  at  the  several  loan 
ses,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Gtovern- 
at  to  the  31st  December,  1812,  were  lost;  also, 
iipts  for  dividends  declared  at  the  Treasury  to 
31st  December,  1810. 

>ividends  returned  unclaimed  from  the  loan 
:es  for  payment  at  the  Treasury;  the  tran- 
pui  of  these  dividends,  however,  which  were 
le  in  this  office,  in  books  prepared  with  col- 
as for  receipts,  and  whicn  were  preserved, 
ibit  not  only  the  amount  paid  thereon,  but 
t  every  sum  now  due  to  individual  creditors, 
transfers  or  cancelled  certificates  of  the  funded 
t  previous  to  the  vear  1811.  All  the  powers 
ittorney  for  transferring  stock  were  preserved. 

MICHAEL  NOURSB. 


F. 

General  Land  Opfiob, 

October  26, 1814. 
IR :   All  the  maps  of  this  office^  and  all  the 
ks  and  papers  necessary  to  the  settlement  of 
>aots,  were  saved  from  destruction, 
'he   papers  destroyed  were  files  of  military 
rants,  which  had  been  located  and  patented; 
of  final  certificates,  and  other  papers  relative 
urchased  lands  which  had  been  patented ;  a 
files  of  monthly  returns  from  land  offices, 
ch  files  had  been  posted  into  the  legers ;  the 
of  these  papers  will  not  affect  the  public  in- 
St.      I  have,  ^. 

JOHN  QARDINBR, 

Chief  CUrk. 
(on.  A.  J.  Dallas, 
Secretary  of  the  Treagury. 


War  Dbpartmbnt,  Noio.  9, 1814. 

IR :  Conformably  to  a  resolution  of  the  Home 

Representatives,  of  October  24,  requiring  o( 

Department  a  report  relative  to  the  destruc- 

of  books  and  papers  in  consequence  of  the 

irsion  of  the  enemy  in  the  month  of  August, 

I,  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  all  the  books 

ecord  belonging  to  this  office  were  saved,  and 

DO  papers  of  any  kind  were  lost,  except  rec«* 

nendations  for  appointments  in  the  Army,  and 

ITS  received  more  than  seven  years  previous; 

ill  these,  however,  there  is  a  record  in  the 

!e»  viz :  the  names  of  applicants,  and  a  brief 

he  substance  of  all  other  letters  which  were 

preserved. 

.11  the  standards  and  colors  taken  from  the 
my  during  the  Revolution,  as  well  as  those  of 
present  war,  which  had  been  deposited  in  the 
r  Office,  were  also  saved. 


In  relation  to  the  books  and  papers  of  several 
offices  attached  to  this  Department,  I  take  the 
liberty  to  enclose  the  reports  which  have  been 
made  to  me  by  the  principal  officer  of  each. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant,  J.  MONROE. 

Hon.  the  Speaker, 

of  the  JEbuee  of  Eepreeentativee, 


Adjutant^e  Report. 

Department  of  War, 
Accauniant'e  Office,  Oct.  27, 1814. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  resolntion  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  the  24th  instant,  this 
day  transmitted  to  me  from  your  office,  directing 
the  Secretaries  of  the  several  Departments,  and 
the  Postmaster  General,  to  communicate  to  the 
House  such  information  as  may  be  in  their  power, 
in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  official  books  anil 
papers  in  their  tcspective  Departments,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  incursion  of  the  enemy,  in  the  montl| 
of  August,  1814,  dbc.,  I  have  the  bonor  to  state, 
that  the  books  and  papers  belonging  to  this  office 
were  removed  at  the  time  above  mentioned,  and 
are  now  in  a  slate  of  safety,  excepting  a  part  of 
the  papers  and  army  accounts  appertaining  to  the 
Revolutionary  war,  which  had  been  saved  from 
the  flames  on  the  burning  of  the  house  occupied 
by  the  War  Department  in  1800.  When  tbe 
books  and  papers  of  this  office  were  removed,  as 
before  mentioned,  it  was  not  practicable  to  obtkiii 
conveyance  for  all ;  it  was,  therefore,  determined 
to  leave  the  old  papers  and  army  accounts,  as  the 
loss  of  those  (if  any  loss  should  happen)  would 
be  attended  with  less  inconvenience  tnaa  that  of 
any  other  papers.  They  were  in  the  fire-prool 
room  of  the  office  at  the  time  of  the  incursion  of 
the  enemy,  and  when  that  building  was  burnt  they 
remained  uninjured  by  the  flames ;  but  the  room 
having  been  entered  by  some  persons  soon  after 
the  building  was  destroyed,  the  papers  were  de» 
ranged,  and  many  of  them  undoubtedly  destroyed 
or  carried  away  at  that  time ;  but  it  is  not  posst* 
ble  to  identifv  those  which  may  have  been  tboa 
destroyed.  When  the  public  papers  were  brought 
back  to  the  City  of  Washington,  the  remainder  of 
those  papers  f  by  far  the  larger  part  of  the  whole) 
were  removed  to  the  house  now  occupied  as  the 
Accountant's  office. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  loss  of  those  papers 
can  bave  any  effiict  in  the  adjustment  of  the  un- 
settled accounts  of  the  United  States,  as  the 
claims  (if  any)  which  might  arise  under  them 
have  bMn  barred  by  acts  of  limitation. 

With  very  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  sir,  vonr  most  obedient  ser.vant, 

TOBIAS  LEAR. 

Hon.  SsoBiTART  OP  War. 


Poymofler'tf  Report. 

Abmt  Pat  Office,  Oct.  29, 1814. 

The  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
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of  RepreteDtitiftfs,  under  date  October  the  94th, 
1814,  ms  the  honor  to  report : 

That,  by  great  exertions  all  the  books,  acconnts, 
rolls^  and  pai>erti  of  his  office,  which  were  of  any 
considerable  importance,  were  sared  from  the  de- 
stnietite  incursion  of  the  enemy  at  this  place,  in 
the  month  of  Aogast,  1814;  6ilt  agreeably  to  the 
tenor  of  the  resolntion  he  proceeds  to  mention, 
as  nearly  as  can  be  well  aseertained,  those  which 
were  not  sared,  and  the  probable  effect  which 
will  result  from  their  loss.  They  are  as  follows, 
namely: 

Fart  of  the  liopies  of  the  stiitemeAts  of  such  re- 
eraitiag  and  other  accooats  as  had  been  adjusted 
aflid  settled  in  this  office,  with  old  doplieate 
Touchers,  the  originals  of  which  were  tent  tfp  to 
the  other  offices  or  the  Gorernixyent  to  be  Anally 
detKMtted  in  the  Treasury  Department.  No  in- 
cfmrenience  will  result  to  the  Government  from 
thk  loss;  (proTided  the origjiiials  are  preserved ;) 
tiM  only  ineonvenienoe  which  will  be  felt  is  in 
tftis  office,  where,  instead  of  referring  to  our  copies 
for  iaformaiiot),  we  shall  harts  to  resort  to  the 
originals  at  the  Treasury  Department. 

Tba  a^eottnts  and  Touchers  of  LieutenaAi 
Samuel  Bcott,as  paymaster  of  the  twenty-fourth 
regiment  of  infantry.  The  instructions  of  the 
Paymaster  of  the  Army  to  all  suth-paymasters, 
direct  them  to  keep  duplicates  of  their  ae^obnts 
and  Touchers,  and  Lieutenant  Scott  has  been 
ealled  on  for  the  duplicates  of  his;  when  they 
are  receiT«d  the  loss  will  be  made  good. 

A  small  book  containing  a  record  of  certain 
stoppages  from  the  pay  of  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  artificers,  and  prirates ;  a  book  of 
minor  importance,  and  as  the  stoppages  had  all 
beta  directed,  and  many  of  them  actually  made 
attd  dtme,  the  loss  of  it  is  considered  of  Tery  little 
consecfueniDe; 

The  recmiting  account  and  Touchers  (in  part) 
of  the  late  Major  Timothy  Diz.  of  the  14ih  regi- 
ment of  inikntrY,  deceased.  If  the  legal  repre- 
sematiTe  of  Major  Dix  produces  the  duplicates, 
which  it  is  expected  are  among  the  papers  of  the 
dae^sedi  the  loss  will  be  retricTed. 

It  is  possible  that  some  few  other  papers  might 
kaTe  been  lost,  which  cannot  now  m  recollected 
or  aseertained.  It  is  belicTed,  however,  that  they 
could  not  haTe  been  of  much  magnitude  or  im- 
portance. 

Respectftilly,  R.  BRENT, 

PaymuuMt  U.  S.  Army. 

Hon.  jABias  MoNaoc, 

Seer^ary  of  War, 


I  haTe  the  honor  to  be,  verj  respeetfolf  k 
your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  CUTO 

Ron.  J4tt£8  MoitaoE, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Report  of  the  Superintendent  General  qf  Military 

'  Supplies* 

WASHiNQTQif,  October  24, 1814. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  the  24tb  instant,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state,  that  none  of  the  books  or 

Sapers  belongins  to  the  office  of  the  Superinten- 
ent  General  of  Military  Supplies  have  been  lost  or 
otherwise  destroyed,  in  consequence  of  the  incur- 
sion of  the  enemy  in  the  month  of  August  last. 


Adjutant  and  hupeeUr  Qenenh  Api 

Aoj*  AHO  Ins.  Gaiixaii's  Oma. 

WaMnglm,  (kL%,m 

Sir:  In  conformity  to  your  order. u^v^i 
vt^w  to  meet  a  resoliition  of  the  HodKofSfirf 
seniatives,  of  the  24th  instaii^  caUine  fsr^- 
mation  relative  to  the  destrtiction  of  dleitlMB 
and  papers  by  the  enemy,  on  the  S4th  of  A^ 
last,  1  nave  the  honor  to  inform  yosthitueit 
pers  which  belonged  to  this  office,  sad  ^ 
were  destroyed  by  the  confla^tion  ofikeeisy: 
vrere  files  of  muster-rolls,  mspeetioD,  ginia 
monthly  and  recruiting  retumsL  vp\o^-j^ 
1813,  inclusive.  In  addition  to  tbtSjSerenlefa 
of  Stoddard's  Artillery,  and  a  fiew  eopa  <f  t 
Svstem  of  Drum  BMtinff  for  the  use  of  tkite? 
wnich  had  not  been  distributed,  were  il«^ 
The  whole  loss,  how^v^r,  is  of  no  muntl^ 
sequence. 

I  hsTc  the  honor,  to  be,  very  re^Bli^^ 
your  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  R.  Bin 
Aewigiant  hupedor  Gfffi 

Hon.  James  Monroe. 

Secretary  of  War, 


OrONANCS  OfTICE,  Wa8BIWT31 

OdOff  f!,lfX 

Sia:  In  obedience  to  a  request  froafiw^ 
partment,  I  have  the  honor  to  stale  t^L^^ 
late  invasion  and  cooflafiration  o(t^^^^ 
this  city,  no  valuable  books  or  papefj«a"«45 
belonging  to  this  ofllce  sustained  0T^^*,^' 
jury.  A  few  printed  hooks,  of  incoosiiBiw^ 

ana  some  loose  papers  of  no  inirivic^ 
ance,  with  a  small  quantity  of  fBrainut^^>^ 
ery,  dbc.,  formed  the  only  articles  vbid «« 
destroyed.  - 

Tery  r^spectfotty,  I  htfve  the  hosor  to  be,£ 
your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MOET05, 

Hon.  SfiCRCTAaY  qf  War, 


DnpuiTMBiiT  or  StiTt 
Noeember  li^^^ 

The  acting  Secretary  of  State,  io  c^np^ 
with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  R«P^ 
tiTcs,  of  the  d4th  ultimo,  requestiDgsscb  utf^ 
tion  as  may  be  in  the  power  ei  the  s«t»>^ 
partmeots  to  afford,  in  relation  to  tlie  deso*^ 
of  the  official  books  and  papers  io  ^^[*^ 
meats,  respectiTdy,  in  consequenee  of  tM'^ 
sioa  of  the  enemy  in  the  month  of  Aog<^^ 
has  the  honor  to  report:  ^ 

That,  when  It  became  appafeatfiomtv>^ 
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Its  of  ch«  ea«fiiy,  aHler  his  cjebarkation  it 
\eAkt,  thtf  his  destmation  was  the  s€at  of 
reriim«D(,  tiv^ij  exerttoti  was  made,  and  etery 
IDS  emploved,  for  the  reaioTal  of  the  books 
papers  of  tikis  office,  to  a  plaee  of  safety; 
,  nbtwitbstatidiDg  the  eictreme  difficulty  in 
iniDg  the  meaos  of  eottTeyaace,  it  is  beliered 
every  paper  and  mairoscript'book  of  the  of- 
of  any  importaofce,  inclnding  those  of  the 
Government,  and  all  in  relation  to  aecoirats, 
e  placed  in  a  state  of  seoority.  That  it  was  not 
id  practicable,  however,  to  preserve  in  like 
ner,  the  volumes  of  laws  reserved  by  Congress 
Qtnre  disposition }  isany  of  the  books  ii^long- 
to  the  library  of  ih^  Department,  as  well  as 
e  letters  on  file  of  minor  importance  from 
vidtMls  on  business  mostly  disposed  of,  which 
i  ubavoidably  left,  and  shared  the  fite,  it  is 
umed,  of  the  building  in  which  they  were 
leited. 
II  of  Which  is  respeetfntly  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


INTERCOUMB  WITH  TBB  ENEMY. 

Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  to 
i  Dietrict  Attorney  of  the  United  States  for 
ossachtiBettiM 

WiLsaiNOTON,  My  2B,  1814. 

BAR  Sm :  1  hav46  had  the  honor  to  receive 
letter  of  the  16th  of  this  month.  I  per- 
f  agree  with  you  that  the  intercourse  which, 
Hieral  terms,  yuu  describe  as  taking  place  on 
part  of  otrr  cititens  with  the  enemy*^  ships 
t  he  coast,  is  altogether  incompatible  with  a 
9f  war.  Whatever  of  necessary  busincfs, 
ing  oat  of  the  belligerent  state,  is  to  be 
aeted  with  the  enemy,  should  be  transacted 
the  knowledge  and  nnder  th^  sataction  of 
h)  vernmenti  Any  other  doctrine  might  lead 
in  sequences  too  palpably  mischievous  to  be 
tenanced  by  any  sound  views  of  the  public 
y.  To  the  highest  po#iers  of  Government 
i  does  it  betotog  to  make  war.  To  the  Qo^- 
lent  alone  does  it  belong  to  carry  it  on.  To 
cclusive  authority  is  negotiation  committed, 
teVer  character  it  may  assume,  whether  in- 
iag  the  highest  interests  of  the  nation  at 
',  or  merely  those  matters  of  subordinate  indi- 
il  concern  which  spring  ap  as  unavdidably 
omitant  to  a  state  or  natronal  hostility.  The 
operation  of  the  act  declaring  war  was  to 
he  subjects  and  citizens  of  the  two  countries 
e  condition  of  enemies  towards  each  other, 
slightest  intercoarse  of  trade  between  them 
ace  forbidden.  All  property  detected  as  the 
cc  of  such  trade  is  forfeitable  under  the 
ral  law  resulting  at  all  times  and  to  all  na- 
from  a  state  of  war.  and  which  this  nation 
>priated  to  itself  when  it  became  belligerent, 
dispeiisaUe  to  its  operations,  its  dutites.  and 
feiy. 
ich  more  subversive  of  these  ends  might  it  | 


prove  if  our  citizens  be  suffered  to  hold,  withoat 
the  license  of  public  authority,  petaonai  inter- 
course with  the  enemy  j  to  visit,  at  pteasure,  th^ir 
fleets,  while  actually  invading  our  waters  and 
threatening  our  towns.  Such  conduct  consti- 
tutes  an  encroachment  upon,  the  attributes  dele- 
gated to  Government,  and  which,  under  the  the- 
ory of  our  Constitution,  should  be  exercised  only 
by  the  Executive  branch  as  a  necessary  incident 
m  BMcutive  mitthoricy.  The  Government  that 
passively  and  promiscuously  permits  this  eu- 
croaebment  must  affree  to  surrender  its  uower  of 
9elf*>preservitioA.  The  eitken  who  imagines 
himself  at  liberty  to  embark  in  It  must  have  a 
limited  and  erroneous  sense  of  the  obligations 
chat  should  bind  him.  The  fortfcsst  of  the  for- 
mer cannot  fail  to  perceive  that  it  too  obviously 
confers  the  means  of  doing  mischief  to  st^er  it 
to  stand  excused  by  any  subsequent  allegations 
of  an  uneieeptionable  or  laudable  motive,  and 
should  cut  off  remote  and  probable  dangers' by  a 
strict  inhibition  of  every  species  of  such  inter- 
eoune,  under  whatever  pretences  attempted. 
The  latter  should  hesitate  at  taking  a  step  so  sus- 
ceptible of  abuae,  which  might  open  a  door  to 
pernicious  imtution ;  and  Which,  whatever  its 
j;enutiie  or  harmless  complexion  in  his  pardeular 
instance,  is  calculated  to  beget  suspicions  unfa- 
vorable to  his  intentions  and  hazardous  to  hb 
fame.  B^  the  act  of  spontaneously  repairing  to 
the  hostile  ships,  he  separates  himseit  from  his 
country ;  identifies  himself,  for  the-  time  being, 
with  its  fee,  and  by  exhibiting  hioiself  upon  their 
decks  without  the  stamp  of  national  permission, 
is  liable,  under  first  impraMibns,  to  be  viewed  by 
both  the  one  and  the  other,  as  in  a  garb  of  doubt^ 
All  innocence.  He  goes  unshielded  and  unknown* 
If  any  one  citizen  may  rightfully  repair  to  the 
enemy  for  any  purpose  which  he  chooses  either 
sincerely  to  avow,  or  fiolitiousiy  to  set  up,  all 
must  be  allowed  to  claim  a  participation  in  the 
smue  indulgence.  Thus,  an  evil-disposed  person, 
veiling  a  malignant  and  treacherous  intention 
under  cover  of  these  exeursions,  with  no  limit  to 
their  number,  and  left  to  his  own  choice  of  cir- 
cumstances and  time,  may  become  the  bearer  of 
iaformatioa  and  plans,  to  gfati/y  his  own  turbu- 
lent designs  and  work  the  ruin  of  his  country. 
These  remarks  are  conceived  to  be  founded  upon 
principles  rott insically  sound,  because  inseparable 
from  the  safeguard  of  the  Commonwealth,  end 
that  must  hold  oat  the  strongest  titles  to  assent  in 
every  dispassionate  mind.  The  policy  of  ethet 
nations  has  adopted  the  method  of  a  flag  6f  truce 
from  the  Government  or  Its  known  sgents,  when 
intercourse  is  to  take  place  with  an  enemy,  which 
serves  as  an  nniversal  symbol,  that  it  is  under 
public  permission,  and  for  lawful  and  necessary 
purposes.  That  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
during  a  war,  should  be  all  at  once  absolved  from 
this  ancient,  csutionarv  usage ;  that  they  should 
be  freely  allowed  to  substitute  their  own  will  for 
that  of  the  Government ;  passing  to  the  enemy's 
lines  or  to  the  enemy's  ships,  for  objects  innocent 
or  fatal,  at  their  own  loose  discretion,  seems  as 
kreconuilable  to  reason  as  it  is  opposed  to  the 
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»»■»■»»■  of  prudence  Ihac  have  heretofore  re|pu- 
lated  the  eooduct  of  contending  nations. 

In  reply  to  your  request  for  my  opinion  ns  to 
what  course  it  might  be  proper  to  pursue  to- 
wards persons  who  go  on  board  the  enemy^  ships 
hofering  upon  our  shores,  without  any  preyious 
license  derived  from  public  authority,  1  beg  leave 
to  state*— 

That  I  think  such  intercourse  should,  in  every 
ease,  be  regarded  as  importing  a  strong,  prima 
facie  intention  of  guilt.  It  raises  a  presumption 
of  designs  adverse  to  the  ^country,  and  favoring 
the  enemy,  which  should  not  be  pmed  over  wiih- 
oni  a  scrupulous  inquiry  on  the  part  of  those 
functionaries  who  are  charged  with  the  punish- 
ing justice  of  ihe  laws ;  and  it  behooves  good 
citizens  to  be  assistant  to  the  magistrates  upon 
all  such  occasions.  If  there  Jbe  reason  to  think 
thatj  under  the  guise  of  some  specious  or  inof- 
fensive purpose,  an|r  improper  information  has 
been  conveyed  by  direct  or  indirect,  but  inlelli- 
ffible,  means  of  communication,  or  anyr  supplies 
Been  furnished,  and  the  competent  evidence  of 
such  fact  or  facu  can  be  obtained,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  Wtj  stands  embraced  by  the  Constitu- 
tional definition  of  treason,  in  giving  aid  to  the 
enemy,  and  should  be  proceeded  against  accord- 
ingly. 

If  no  evidence  exist,  or  be  discoverable  to  this 
effect,  il  may  be  asked,  is  the  bare  act  of  thus 
going  on  board  punishable  by  indictment  under 
our  existing  laws  7 

I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  this  question  in 
the  affirmative.  Gk)od  men  may,  undoubtedly, 
be  found  going  on  board  for  ends  that  are  inno- 
cent ;  however,  in  the  view  of  a  wise  and  safe 
policv,  independent  of  any  law,  its  impropriety 
eould  scarcely  fail  to  strixe  every  mind  intelli- 
gent while  it  was  patriotic.  But  there  may  pot- 
eibly  be  room  for  fearing,  and  if  there  be,  it  is 
deeply  to  be  regretted,  that  those  who  slight  the 
unsoj[»hi8tiGated  verdict  of  the  public  feelinff,  in 
making  these  volunUryr  visits,  may  have  been 
looking  with  a  more  anxious  discernment  into  the 
presumed  defects  of  our  existing  jurisprudence, 
than  consulting,  under  enlarged  and  unbiassed 
estimates  of  duty,  their  own  paramount  obliga- 
tions as  members  of  the  social  body.  It  is  true, 
indeed,  that,  under  my  views  of  the  subject,  no 
statute  has  yet  been  passed  by  Congress,  looking 
particularly  to  this  kind  of  conduct,  or  esiabliah- 
my  it  by  specific  definition  as  an  independent 
crime.  I  do  not  think  that  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
January,  1799,  entitled  an  act  for  the  punishment 
of  certain  crimes  therein  specified,  or .  the  more 
recent  one  of  the  6th  of  July,  1812,  for  the  prohi- 
bition of  trade  with  the  enemy,  can  be  consid- 
ered as  having  contemplated  the  particular  spe- 
cies of  intercourse  with  the  armed  enemy,  of 
which  we  are  speaking  j  or  that,  under  the  safe 
rules  applicable  to  the  interpretation  of  penal 
laws,  iney  could  now  be  made  to  embrace  it. 
At  the  same  time  I  imagine  it  will  be  conceded 
that  there  exists  full  power  to  prohibit  and  pun- 
ish specifically  such  intercourse  as  an  integral, 
primary  offence.    The  high  exercise  of  legislative 


authority  which  made  the  Uailed  8tiiBihi» 
gerent,  necessarily  invested  the  bo4f  eorpsasi 
their  Government  with  the  resoitiB(pnn» 
cident  to  a  slate  of  war ;  which  powmfcmi 
doubt,  may  be  called  into  actifity  iok^tu 
positive  acts  of  l^isUtioo,  at  the  faftag  & 
the  same  authority,  and  made  c(Kxt«Ritih 
the  exigencies  and  duration  of  the  mdt 

In  what  manner  this  kiadof  iotereaniisii 
public  enemy  may  be  punished  at  BMRcna 
law,  it  is  not  necessary  that  1  iboiU  ifR 
Upon  this  point,  if  I  must  exprcs  ia«!sa 
premising  that  it  is  of  no  more  vtloeiisiii!^ 
any  other  individual,  I  must  deeliretbtiUa^ 
think  the  common  law  applicsbleiiiiK^i3> 
to  the  Gk)  vernment  of  the  Uoiied  Sutei  lid 
feel  regret  at  supposing  that  aaf  offieal  fi 
of  which  I  may  recognise  theobligukas, 
the  necessity  of  my  withholding  the  a 
of  this  opinion.  I  do  DOt  think  tint  i  Fi 
Republic  like  ours,  resting  upoo,ai  itiwr 
lars,  the  limited  political  cQncesamcikM\ 
and  independent  sovereign  States,  drtvtss^ 
by  any  just  implication,  at  the  moaat  af  il 
circumscribed  structure,  the  whole  eosss^ 
of  England,  with  alioraoyporttoftof^^ 
catalogue  of  crimes  and  pooishmeflts;!^ 
which  the  more  liberal  and  hooiBetiiiBV 
a  later  day— the  labors  of  the  Rooillpi*'^ 
Benthams.  following  the  more  tneiai^ri;^ 
of  a  Blackstooe  and  a  Hsle-his  boa^ 
ever  since,  to  free  of  iu  fierce  s&d  mfse.J^ 
tares;  a  code  which,  amoog  tbeTist^^ 
actions  that,  in  a  complicated  coauMfii^l)^ 
frailty  may  be  betrayed  inta  desooKO!^ 
scarcely  less  than  two  hundred, capittiua^j 
thereby,  as  the  regular  and  melincbolr  i^^ 
such  a  system,  and  as  autheotie  li|bt<>^J 
imprinting  more  of  human  blood  spoe^^^f^ 
than  is  known  to  the  same  exteotofp^^F^ 
in  any  other  portion  of  Europe.  ^!^ 
corporation  of  such  a  code,  eves  fii^r  ^ 
tioos  that  might  be  implied,  opoB  ^  }«f>^ 


dence  of  the  Unioo,  I  pereeife  •^n^'^^u 
moun table  objections.    I  beliere, ^^,^ 
opinion  has  been  adopted,  partitilT>^f^'' 
the  highest  judicial  tribunal  kaowi  tow 
stitution,*  although  I  observe  that  foo^' 
fully  upon  this  point,  considertof  itsot)^ 
mately  at  rest.    In  order,  theraocf,  to"* 
proceedings  against  a  party,  under  ihe»! 
and  regular  course  of  a  criminal  proieeiti» 
indictment,  I  confess  it  does  sppev  ^of.. 
the  act  for  which  he  is  to  be  iodieted,i^B«[ 
marked  down,  and  the  peaaltjT  ifited  of 
statute  of  Congress.  , .  ^ 

If  no  punishment  can  be  saperiadoeed  tu^ 
the  medium  of  an  indictment,  it  o^T 
askedj  is  there  no  other  mode  in  whicit  i» 
can  be  rendered  obnoxious  to  legal  toif^^ 
sion  ?    Is  he  to  run  no  further  ri^."^/!j 
being  made  captive  by  trusting  hioseii 


•  In  the  case  of  the  Unksd  Stslai  sgui'^ 
and  Goodwin ;  Bnpiens  Goart  Uniftid  Stot* 
ary,  1813. 
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emy's  power;  a  risk  wbieh,  on  the  pre-suppo* 
ioD  of  his  iptendioff  to  faror  the  enemy,  it  is 
e  to  adrert  to  ?  Is  an  act,  the  abstract  and 
iyersal  impropriety  of  which  must  exist,  as  it 
loJd  seem,  in  the  convictions  of  every  uneloud- 
understanding,  and,  as  we  would  also  think, 
traced  in  characters  as  legible  upon  every 
rt ;  is  such  an  act  to  be  passed  over  without  any 
ice  from  tb«  magistrac^r ;  thereby,  in  the  ab- 
*,e  of  all  cor  rection,  inviting  its  endless  repe- 
(0 ;  to  the  disparagement  of  that  fidelity  which 
iJd  bind  in  its  transcendent  ties,  the  citizen  to 
pablio,  to  tbie  signal  disrepute  of  our  citizens 
nselves,  in  derision  of  all  law,  and  to  theman- 
;  danger  of  4he  State? 

*o  these  more  important  questions,  I  feel  hap- 
Q  not  being  obliged  to^ive  a  negative  answer, 
ink  that  every  private  individual  who  is  seen 
brow  himMlf  upon  the  armed  and  invading 

without  the  knowledge  and  permission  of  bis 
rernment,  should  be  arrested  and  taken  before 
proper  judge  or  court.  That  if  this  cannot  be 
e  with  a  view  to  prosecute  him  by  indictment, 
:  Jeast  may  be  with  a  view  to  lay  the  founda* 

of  a  ehar^  on  which  he  majr  be  bound  in 
cient  sureties  to  bis  good  behaviour ;  for  such 
'course  with  the  enemy  puts  him  under  a 
icion  so  strong,  that  the  law  should  be  awake 

all  its  vigilance  and  activity.  It  lies  on  the 
it  road  to  treason ;  seems  an  approximation 

opening  at  once  every  facility  to  its  com- 
ion  by  taking  the  first  and  natural  step.  If 
'ime,  in  the  moral  scale,  has  in  fact  been 
ftrated,  sueh  verisimilitude  of  criminal  inten- 
is  held  out,  ais  should  put  the  party  upon  his 
se.  And  this,  as  I  apprehend,  not  by  his  own 

voluntary  asseverations,  of  an  inoffensive 
ve.  but  under  the  solemnities  of  a  judicial 
iny  and  sanction.  If  he  can  make  out,  by 
ceptionable  tesuaaoDy,  his  ianooence ;  that 
he  can  skovr  that,  during  all  the  while  he 
n  com naunion  with  theenemy,  he  did  nothing 
tered  nothing  that  would  bring  him  within 
ale  of  treaa^a  s  or  if  he  can  ahow  that  some 
cibie  necessity  compelled  his  going,  the 
s,  as  the  law  now  stands^  might  probably 
ise  a  discretion  in  directing  his  discharge. 
le  other  faao^,  if  there  be  no  such  repellent 
,  I  should  presume  that  the  bare  going  on 

being  fizcfo  upon  htm,  would  authorize  his 

held  to  hia  good  behaviour.  The  amouni 
urity  to  be  demanded,  would,  of  course,  reg* 
itself,  noder  judicial  discretion,  by  the  pre- 

habits  and  standing  of  the  party,  which 
:  serve  to  give  cause  of  greater  or  less  sus- 
t.  It  will  be  teen  that,  in  this  course,  no 
;ure  is  implied  from  the  rule  of  law,  which 
es  the  proof  always  to  follow  up  thealle^- 
since  proof  of  the  substantive  act,  which 
iJways,  in  (lie  first  instance,  be  adduced  of 

at  mere  paivate  instigation  to  the  enemy 

in  armed  array,  is  to  be  the  standard  of 
ing  against  the  accused  this  species  of  pre- 
e  jastice.  Nor,  in  the  language  of  the 
can  he  reasonably  complain  of  being  laid 
this  restraint,  when,  by  his  nmn  impm^ 
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deuce,  he  has  given  sueh  cause  to  suspect  that  he 
will  perpetrate  a  crime* 

It  may  perhaps  be  said  that,  as  this  binding 
over  to  good  bebariour  is  a  process  at  common 
law,  to  pursue  it  would  be  to  recognise  the  au- 
thority of  that  system  as  the  source  of  the  rem- 
edy. It  appears  to  me  that  such  an  objection  is 
susceptible  of  an  obvious  answer.  The  right  to 
bind  over,  is  the  necessary  adjunct  to  the  right  to 
indict  and  punish  the.  principal  crime.  It  is,  as 
it  were,  the  accident  inherent  in  the  substance. 
Treason  itself  being  forbidden  and  punishable  by 
indictment,  it  becomes  necessary  that  a  step  which, 
until  fully  explained  away,  verges  so  closely  upon 
treason,  should  be  followed  up  by  this  incipient 
restraint,  so  strictly  comprehended  within,  and 
related  to  the  power  of  final  punishment.  The 
voluntarily  rushing  into  the  enemy's  camp,  is  to 
be  considered  in  the  light  of  a  first  probable  com- 
mencement of  that  train,  the  entire  seriesof  which 
is,  in  sound  construction,  already  declared  to  be 
a  crime  by  the  Constitution  and  the  law.  To 
wait  its  consummation,  or  the  progressive  stages 
of  its  development,  might  be  to  render  the  parent 
statute  itself  little  less  than  a  dead  letter.  Its  ex* 
istence  may  surely  be  anticipated  where  violent 
presumptions  are  afforded,  and  the  arm  of  the 
statute  be  reached  out,  in  indispensable  extension 
of  its  efficacy  to  ward  off*,  to  check,  to  extinguish, 
the  first  movements  towards  the  criminal  deed. 
The  power  to  punish,  by  established  and  known, 
meansj  most  draw  after  it  the  power  to  prevent, 
by  derivative  and  kindred  means.  The  less  must 
be  comprehended  within  the  greater  of  its  own 
quality  and  its  own  kind.  Any  other  principles 
of  construction  would  be  over-scrupulous,  would 
be  against  just  reasoning  upon  judiciary  powers, 
and  might  be  in  danger  of  paring  down  the  stat* 
ute  of  treason  itself  to  a  few  abortive  words. 

The  doctrine  which  goes  to  exclude  the  com* 
mon  law  of  England,  taken  as  a  general  system, 
from  the  criminal  jurisprudence  of  our  coun- 
try, has  never  denied  it  a  prevalence  and  force 
sub  modo.  It  has  been  adopted  in  universal  prac- 
tice, as  the  incidental  guide  and  handmaid  to  our 
acta  of  positive  legislation.  The  very  institution 
of  a  court  by  Congress,  necessarily  implies  its  in- 
testiture  with  certain  powers  known  at  common 
law,  fundamental  to  the  discharge  of  its  functions. 
How  but  by  the  aid  of  parts  of  this  auxiliary  code, 
incorporeal  by  inference  and  deduction  upon  our 
own  statutes;  how  else  coatd  the  suiute  of  trte- 
son ;  how  could  any  other  statute  of  Congress 
which  creates  an  offence  and  authorizes  punish- 
ment, be  executed  7  The  shaping  of  the  indict- 
ment; its  caption;  the  form  and  body  of  phrase- 
oloay ;  the  legal  idea  of  the  offence;  the  rules  of 
evidence  on  the  trial ;  those  applicable  to  the  jury, 
to  the  carrying  into  effect  the  sentence  upon  con- 
viction; these,  and  various  other  powers,  are*ta- 
ken  to  be  implied  the  moment  that  we  are  fur- 
nished by  Congress  with  a  statutory  definition 
and  punishment  of  a  crime.  Upon  this  founda* 
tiott  have  the  courts  of  the  United  States  acted  as 
soon  as  an  offence  has  been  thrown  upon  theii' 
general  cognisaace,  without  waiting  for  acts  of 
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after-legislation,  as  their  warrant  for  the  obser- 
vaoce  and  eDforcemeDt  of  these  collateral  attrib- 
utes to  the  chief  joriadiction.  Bat  then  snch  jo- 
risdictioD  in  chief  mast  first  have  have  been  con- 
ferred, and  in  this  I  uke  it  lies  the  true  distinction. 
In  like  manner,  the  right  to  bind  o?er  to  the  peace 
or  good  behaviour,  is  an  anterior  attribute  of  juridi- 
eal  authority,  applicable  to  all  offences  known  to 
the  English  code.  Whenever,  therefore,  our  own 
statutory  code  recognises  and  punishes  an  offence, 
it  must  adopt  snch  anterior  attribute  as  it  has 
done  all  others  that  are  merely  collateral,  the 
statute  of  Congress  when  once  passed,  uking  to 
itself  every  incident  that  ought  to  moTe  within 
iu  principal  orbit,  and  which  is  necessary  to  iu 
complete  effect.  Care,  indeed,  most  be  taken, 
that  where  the  power  to  bind  over  is  drawn  forth, 
the  cause  of  suspicion  must  have  direct  and  fair 
relation  to  some  offence  which  our  own  statutes 
actually  forbid.  In  no  other  way  can  there  be 
laid  a  lUst  groundwork  for  its  exercise.  If,  for 
example,  a  citizen  by  menaces,  by  laying  in  wait, 
or  by  any  other  iodications.  had  given  probable 
cause  to  suspect  that  he  meditated  violence  upon 
the  person  of  a  foreign  ambassador,  he  ought,  I 
think,  to  be  restrained  by  this  previous  interposi- 
tion of  the  law — the  offence  itself  being  punish- 
able by  a  statute  of  the  United  States.  But  if  he 
had  barely  given  cause  to  think  that  he  designed 
to  introduce  popery  ioto  the  country,  his  hands 
could  not  be  thus  tied  up,  the  silence  of  our  own 
laws  viewing  this  as  altogether  harmless,  how- 
ever it  may  be  treated  by  those  of  England.  It 
would  be  easy  to  multiply  illostrations  under  this 
head,  but  I  fear  I  have  alreuiy  dwelt  unnecessarily 
upon  what  roust  seem  so  plainly  an  incident  to 
every  court  clothed  by  Congress  with  powers  to 
try  and  punish  crimes. 

I  am  mformed  that  this  power  of  binding  over, 
has  had,  as  matter  of  undisputed  authority  umler 
our  code,  the  sanction  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States.  That  in  a  case  which  recently 
occurred  before  him  in  the  district  of  Virginia,  of 
a  charge  of  treason,  the  proof  being  in&ufiMieat  as 
to  the  overt  acts,  he  dismissed  the  defendant  with- 
out any  recognisance  to  appear  and  stand  his  trial ; 
but  was  nevertheless  of  opinion  that  ctrcurostan- 
CBS  justified  his  being  held  to  his  good  behaviour  \ 
and,  bail  not  being  at  hand,  committed  him  to 
ptiaoa.  In  this  ease  the  party  had  been  on  board 
the  British  ships  in  the  Chesapeake. 

In  no  part  ol  any  of  the  foregoing  observations, 
already  1  fear  in  danger  of  extending  to  too  much 
length,  have  I  iatroduced  the  question,  how  far  a 
grand  jury  would  be  strictly  called  upon  in  erery 
case  to  find  a  bill  for  treason  against  a  citizen, 
founded  upon  the  simple  fact  of  his  ^ing  of 
his  own  accord  on  board  an  enemy's  ship  while 
invading  our  waters;  and  considering  this  mere 
fact  as  proof  quite  sofficient.of  such  an  overt  act, 
as  to  put  him  upon  his  trial  and  defence.  Per- 
haps, however,  if  the  proof  stopped  here  without 
advancing  any  further,  the  petit  jury  might  hesi- 
tate at  a  verdict  which  would  fix  upon  the  party 
the  heavy  penalties  of  treason.  I  abetain  from 
eniarftng  upon,  this  point  $  tboQgh«  a«rtly«  thai 


the  coatumaclooa  and  anexplaiaed  Rpftim^ 
such  suspicious  visits,  more  vioUst  pran^ 
of  the  guilt  of  treason  could  scarcely  beiii^k« 
the  judgments  and  eonseieoces  of^  £ 
the  mere  fact  of  going  on  board  wiikfis(fien» 
sion  from  the  (Government,  ao  matter  aiiitia/ 
attempted  to  be  justified  or  palliated,  vrbi^ 
in  every  case  a  misdemeanor,  pouiliikiibe 
and  imprisonment,  it  woald  perhaps beaa^ 
tual  towards  putting  an  end  to  a  spcciai^si- 
course  so  dangerous  and  repreheasiUt  ^as 
is  a  subject  lor  Congress  alone  (o  rcgila.  \ 
will  here  just  renarl^  that  if  at  ujr  unii  i« 
should  be  seen  to  put  off  from  aa  eMayHuo- 
vading  our  waters,  and  be  aakis^toiu^i" 
shores,  without  the  exhibitioaof  iksommAE 
of  truce  from  our  own  GiOveniBieDt,otfTiBCi 
enemy,  I  do  not  see  what  is  to  ^erfiie««^ 
or  naval  oflieers  in  the  vicinity  friBgipGoit.(* 
sidering  it  as  a  hostile  boat;  aBd,iiiili^i^ 
pearance  he  explained,  iucorponted  viiktke^ 
and  intentions  of  the  enemy.   TbiilpRSVo 
a  hazard  which  the  party  makiogtbcpiin^^ 
agrees  not  to  take  upon  himsell. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  expretfa}Ofii» 
in  the  course  of  this  letter  with  le»reMm.0» 
the  satisfactory  conscioasoess.  that,if  effsf^ 
them  sbonld  be  thought  worthy  (o  be  aai^ 
whatever  errors  they  coottin  will  beeoe^*! 
the  superior  and  authoritative  ksniiB{«^ 
Judges  and  Courts,  who  confer  socbdip^f^ 
the  iodgment-seats  of  the  Uaisaiai<i»iir«i^ 
trolling  wisdom  of  whose  doeisiou  I  s^ 
be  found  amongst  the  forenoit  lopiyit*^ 
and  submission. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  giatR^^ 
obedient  servant.  ^^„ 

RICHARD  RUjl 

AtUmiey  Gaiml  0^^ 

U.  S.  DtsntioT  Attobikt 

for  Maftaiktmm 


PROCLAMATIOK. 
Bjf  the  Prendent  of  the  United  5Wtf  of  i«^"^ 
The  two  Houses  of  the  Nadosiljjg^ 
having,  by  a  joint  resolution,  wP'^^li 
sire  that,  in  the  present  time  of  P^^^^^^J^ 
and  war,  a  day  amy  berecomow^^  . 
served  by  the  people  of  the  Uaiwl  Saiej^ 
day  of  public  homiliation,  sod  iv^^'TL 
prayer  to  Almighty  God,  for  th«»»tT'*' 
fare  of  these  Sutes,  his  blessiofs oo  tbe^!^ 
and  a  speedy  restoration  of  peaee-4  h»« 
it  proper,  by  this  Proclamatioa,  w  rt««^  . 
that  Tlm^,theiu^fJ;^^;, 
set  apart  as*  a  day  on  which  r^  '(ke# 
opportunity  of  volunurily  offeriog,  aj^^ 
time,  in  their  respective  religious^ 
their  humble  adorations  to  the  Oreif  :>^^ 
of  the  Universe,  of  confessing  .tWJJ^,^ 
transgressions,  and  of  strengtbeoiDgJ^^^ 
of  repentance  and  ameodmeot-  .  \J^ 
invited  by  the  same  solemn  ocesiioo^' ^ 
mmd  the  distii^uiahed  favors  eoaferr« 
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mmence  the  haring  or  keeping  of  saoh  car- 
tee,  make  like  entry  and  payment  in  manner 
fore  prescribed;  and  on  payment  of  such  pro- 
rtion  of  the  dnty  laid  by  this  act  on  such  car- 
ige,  and  the  harness  used  therefor,  as  the  time, 
m  which  he  shall  commence  the  keeping  of 
!h  carriage  to  the  end  of  the  month  of  Decem- 

then  next  enauiog,  shall  bear  to  the  whole 
r.  shall  be  entitled  to,  and  may  demand  like 
tiiScates;  smbject,  nevertheless,  to  the  condi- 
is  before  and  hereinafter  provided. 
•EC.  4.  AruM  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  any 
ion  having  or  keeping  any  carriage  subject  to 
f ,  who  shall  make  an  untrue  or  defective  en- 

to  evade  t:he  whole  or  any  part  of  the  duty 
L\y  and  traly  payable  according  to  this  act, 
11  lose  the  sum  paid  pursuant  to  such  untrue 
defective  entrv;  and  where  such  untrue  or  de- 
live  entry  hath  been  made,  or  where  no  entry 
11  be  made,  or  where  there  shall  be  a  neglect 
payment  at  any  time  thereafter,  on  personal 
ilication  and  demand  at  the  house,  dwelling, 
isual  place  of  abode  of  such  person,  by  the 
per  collector,  be  liable  and  shall  pay  tbe  duty 
this  act  imposed,  with  a  further  sum,  double 

amount  thereof;  one  moiety  of  which  last 
\  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and 
other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person 
>,  if  a  collector,  shall  first  discover,  if  other 
1  a  collector  shall  first  inform  in  such  case ; 
ch  dutv,  with  the  said  addition,  shall  be  col- 
ed  by  aistress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chat- 
of  the  person  by  whom  the  same  shall  be  due. 
I  in  every  case  where  the  owner  of  a  carriage 
1  fail  to  enter  the  same  in  conformity  to  the 
rlsiona  of  this  act,  the  collector  shall  have 
'er,  and  he  is  herebv  authorized,  to  determine 
class  to  which  such  carriage  belongs,  and  to 
he  duty  payable  on  the  same. 
Bc.  5.  And  %e  it  further  enacted^  That  in  all 
s  where  any  duty  shall  be  collected  pursuant 
lis  act.  whether  by  distress  or  otherwise,  eer* 
ates  shall  be  granted  for  each  carriage,  in 
iner  as  before  prescribed. 
BC.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  in  case 
estion  shall  aiise,  in  the  execution  of  this  act, 
ther  a  carri^^e  is  exclusively  employed  in 
»andry,  or  for  the  transportation  of  goods, 
I  carriage  shall  be  deemed  not  4o  be  so  em- 
ed,  unless  proof  to  the  contrary  be  adduced 
lie  owner  or  keeper  thereof, 
so.  7.  And  be  it  furOier  enacted^  That  in  case 
entry  of  a  carriage  may  have  been  made  un* 
;he  '^Act  laying  duties  on  carriaces  for  the 
'eyance  of  persons."  passed  July  twenty* 
th,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen, 
1  period  extendins  bevond  the  first  day  of 
lary  next,  it.  shall  oe  iht  duty  of  the  owner 
>eper  thereof,  notwithstanding,  to  render  the 
f  required  by  the  second  section  of  this  act  to 
>roper  collector*  and  to  pay  him  such  sum  as, 

any  duty  previously  paid^  shall  amount  to 
vhole  duty  payable,  according  to  this  act,  on 

carriage  and  the  harness  used  therefor,  sub- 
in  case  of  neglect  or  failure,  to  a  propor- 
,te  part  of  the  penalty  impoaed  in  the  fourth  | 


section  of  this  act;  which  payment  shall  be  en- 
dorsed on  any  certificate  which  may  have  been 
granted. 

Seo.  8.  And  be  Ufiarther  enacted,  That  when- 
ever, hereafter,  there  shall  be  a  general  assess- 
ment made  throughout  the  United  States,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  principal  assessor  in  each  col- 
lection district,  agreeablv  to  instructions  to  be 
given  by  the  Secretarv  or  the  Treasury,  to  cause 
a  list  ot  carriages  liable  to  duty,  with  the  valua- 
tions thereof,  as  fixed  in  this  act,  to  be  made  out 
and  delivered  to  the  collector  for  such  district, 
according  to  which  valuations,  as  far  as  the  same 
may  aopiy,  the  duties  hereby  imposed  shall  be 
thereafter  assessed  and  collected :  Provided^  That 
the  owner  or  keeper  of  a  carriage  liable  to  duty, 
shall  not  be  thereoy  released  from  the  obligation 
to  make  the  entry  hereby  required  to  be  made : 
And  provided,  further,  That  carriages  that  are 
not  contained  in  said  list  shall  be  also  liable  to 
duty. 

SsG.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  provisions  of  '*An  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  collection  of  internal  duties,  and  for 
the  appointment  and  compensation  of  assessors," 
passed  the  second  day  of  August,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  shall,  and  are  hereby 
declared  to  applv  in  full  force  to  the  duties  laid 
by  and  to  be  collected  under  this  act,  the  same  as 
if  such  duties  and  this  act  were  recognised  there- 
in ;  which  said  duties  shall  be  collected  by  the 
same  collectors,  in  the  same  manner,  for  the  same 
commissions,  and  under  the  same  directions,  as 
are  thereby  established  in  relation  to  the  other  in- 
ternal duties;  and  all  the  obligations,  duties,  and 
penalties  thereby  imposed  upon  collectors,  are 
hereby  imposed,  upon  the  collectors  of  the  duties 
laid  by  this  act. 

Sbo.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  to- 
wards establishing  an  adequate  revenue  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Qovernment, 
for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  public  debt,  prin* 
cipal  and  interest,  contracted  and  to  be  contract- 
ed, according  to  the  terms  of  the  contracts,  re- 
spectively, and  for  creating  an  adequate  sinking* 
fund  gradually  to  reduce,  and  eventually  to  ex* 
tingttieh  the  public  debt,  contracted  and  to  be 
contracted,  the  internal  duties  4aid  and  imposed 
by  this  act,  (and  those  laid  and  imposed  by  the 
^*Act  laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the  convey- 
ance of  persons,"  passed  twenty-fourth  July,  one 
thousana  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  so  far  as 
the  same  are  not  hereby  abolished,)  shall  be  lai^, 
levied,  and  collected,  during  the  present  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and 
until  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be  completely 
accomplisheo,  anything  in  any  act  of  Congress 
to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstund- 
ing.  And  for  efi*ectual  application  of  the  revenue 
to  be  raised  by  and  from  the  said  internal  duties 
to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  in  due  form  of  law,  the 
faith  of  tne  United  States  is  hereby  pledged: 
Proffided  o/iM^e,  That  whenever  Congress  shall 
deem  it  expedient  to  alter,  reduce,  or  change,  the 
said  internal  duties,  or  any  or.  either  of  them,  it 
shall  be  lawful  so  to  do,  lipon  providing  and  sub* 
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treaUf  and  of  the  destiny  of  naUons,  thaa  the 
peo]jle  of  the  United  States.  His  kind  Provideoee 
originalljr  coed  acted  them,  to  one  of  the  best  por- 
tiotts  of  the  dwelling  place,  allowed  for  the  great 
family  of  the  human  race.  He  protected  and 
cherished  them,  under  all  the  difficulties  and  trials 
to  which  they  were  exposed  in  their  early  days. 
Under  his  fostering  care,  their  habits,  their  senti- 
ments and  their  pursuits,  prepared  them  for  a 
transition  in  due  time  for  a  sute  of  independence 
and  of  selfi^ oTemment  In  the  arduous  struggle 
by  which  it  was  attained*  they  were  distinguished 
by  multiplied  tokens  of  nis  benign  interposition. 
Durinjg^  tne  interral  which  succeeded,  he  reared 
them  into  the  streuffth,  and  endowed  them  with 
the  resources,  which  hare  enabled  them  to  as* 
sen  their  national  righto,  and  to  enhance  their 
national  character,  in  another  arduous  conflict, 
which  is  now  happilr  terminated,  by  a  peace  and 
leconciliation  with  those  who  bare  been  our  en* 


emies.  And  to  the  same  DiTiae  Author  of  nm 
good  and  perfect  ffift,  we  are  indited  for  tliiks 
pririlegcs  and  adVantages,  religious  uwtliu 
ciril,  which  are  so  richly  enjoyed  in  thisiiroied 
land. 

It  is  for  blessings,  such,  as  these,  and  me- 
pecially  for  the  restoratioa  of  the  bloat  of 
peace,  that  I  now  recommend  that  tk  tead 
Tkiuiday  in  April  next  be  set  apart,  as  •  kr  a 
which  the  people,  of  erery  religioiis  deaoaiiuin.. 
may,  in  their  solemn  assemblies,  oaite  ticirkgts 
and  their  roices,  in  a  free- wrili  offering  \»  t«e 
Hearenly  Benefactor,  of  their  homage  of  tibafi- 
giring,  and  of  their  songs  of  praise. 

Qiven  at  the  City  of  Washingtoa  k  i^ 
fourth  day  of  March,  ia  the  year  of  is 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ud  U- 
teen,  and  of  the  indepeadencc  of  tbc  U& 
ted  States  the  thirty-ninth. 

JAMES  MADISO:^ 


PUBLIC  ACTS  OF  CONGRESS 


II 


PASSED  AT  THE  THIBD  SESSION  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND 
HELD  AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  19,  1814. 


a  Act  farther  to  extend  the  light  of  lalTrage,  and  to 
increase  the  nnmber  of  memben  of  the  Legislatxre 
Conndl,  in  the  Miniarippi  Territory. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eejf- 
seniativea  of  the  United  States  of  America^  in 
ongress  aaaernbled^  That  each  and  e^ery  free 
hite  male  person,  being  a  citizen  of  the  United 
tatea,  who  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty- 
le  years,  and  who  shall  have  paid  a  county  or 
erritoriai  tax,  and  who  also  shall  have  resided 
le  year  in  .said  Territory  previous  to  any  gene- 
I  election,  and  be,  at  the  time  of  any  sach  elec- 
>D,  a  resident  thereof,  shall  be  entitled  to  rote 
r  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
,d  a  delegate  to  Congress,  for  the  Territory 
sresaid :  anything  in  the  ordinance  or  in  any 
t  relative  to  the  government  of  said  Territory 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted^  That  the 
ouse  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  afore- 
id  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to  nomi- 
Lte  eight  persons^  being  citizens  of  the  United 
rates,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  four 
'  whom  shall  be  appointed  members  of  the  Legis- 
tive  Couneil  for  said  Territory,  in  addition  to 
e  number  already  provided,  any  act  or  ordinance 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

£.  GBRRY, 
Vice  PreMent  of  the  United  States. 

LANGDON  CHEVES, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Approved.  October  25, 1814. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 


3  Act  farther  extending  the  time  for  locating  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warrants,  and  for  retnming  the 
■urveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  officers  and  soldiers 
the  Virginia  line,  oo  Contioental  Establish- 
ent,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  entitled  to  bounty 
nds  within  the  tract  reserved  by  Virginia,  be- 
reen  the  Little  Miami  and  Sciota  rivers,  for 
tisfying  the  legal  bounties  to  her  officers  and 
Idiers  upon  Continental  Establishment,  shall  be 
lowed  a  further  term  of  three  years,  from  and 
*ter  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  obtain  warrants 
id  complete  their  locations,  and  a  further  term 
'  five  years,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
:t  as  aforesaid,  to  return  their  surveys  and  war- 
nts,  or  certified  copies  of  warrants^  to  the  Gene- 
1  Land  Office,  anytbiog  in  any  former  act  to 


the  contrary  notwithstanding:  Provided,  That 
no  locations,  as  aforesaid,  within  the  aboTtt- 
mentioned  tract,  shall,  after  the  passing  of  this 
act.  be  made  on  tracts  of  land  for  which  patenla 
had  previously  been  issued,  or  which  had  been 
previously  surveyed ;  and  any  patent  which  may, 
nerertheless,  be  obtained  for  land  located  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  considerea 
as  null  and  void. 
Approved,  November  3, 1814. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  the  vessels  thereia 
described. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  in  addition  to  the 
present  Naval  Establishment,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authori2ed 
to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased,  manned,  equip- 
ped, and  officered,  any  number  of  vessels,  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty,  which,  in  his  opinion,  the  public 
service  may  require,  to  carry  not  less  than  eight, 
nor  more  than  sixteen,  suns  each. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
building,  or  purchase,  and  equipping,  of  these 
vessels,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollars 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  November  15, 1814. 

An  Act  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
three  millions  of  dollars. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  three  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  ap- 
plied, in  addition  to  the  moneys  now  in  the 
Treasury,  or  which  may  be  received  from  other 
sources,  to  defray  any  expenses  which  may  have 
been,  or.  during  the  present  year,  may  be,  author- 
ized by  law,  and  for  which  appropriations  have 
been,  or,  durinj^  the  present  year,  may  be,  made 
by  law :  Provided,  That  no  engagement  or  eon- 
tract  shall  be  entered  into,  which  shall  preclude 
the  United  States  from  reimbursing  any  sum  or 
sums  thus  borrowed,  at  any  time  after  the  expi- 
ration of  twelve  years  from  the  last  day  of  De- 
cember next. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasur]^,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  he  is 
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herebsTi  authorized  to  cause  to  be  coostitated  cer- 
tificates of  stock,  sigoed  by  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  or  by  a  Commiwioaer  of  I^aBs,  for  the 
■um  to  be  borrowed  by  this  act,  or  for  any  part 
thereof,  and  the  same  to  be  sold.  And  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  shall  lay  before  Congress 
an  aecoaot  of  all  Uie  moiieyaoMaiBed  by  the  sale 
of  the  eerlifieatee  of  atoek  to  mtaver  aforesaid, 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  rate  at  which 
the  same  may  have  been  sold. 

Sbo.  3.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Sutes,  to  employ  an  agent  or 
agenta,  for  the  purpose  of  obcamiogsubseriptioos 
to  tha  loan  aothoriaed  by  this  act,  or  c^  telling 
aay  part  of  the  stock  to  be  created  by  Tirtae 
thartof.  A  commission,  not  exoeediog  ooc-qaarter 
of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amonnt  thus  sold,  or  for 
wkick  snbscriptioBa  shall  liaf«  bean  thns  ob- 
tained, may,  by  the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasury, 
•ba  allowed  to  soeh  agent  or  agentt;  and  aaum 
not  exceeding  nine  thousand  doUara,  lo  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otharwise 
appropriated,  is  hereby  appropriated  for  paying 
the  amount  of  such  commission  or  commissions 
as  may  be  thus  allowed,  and  also  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  printing,  and  issuing  the  subscrip- 
tion certificates  and  certificates  of  stock,  and  other 
expenses  incident  to  the  completing  ot  the  loan 
authorized  by  this  act. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  to  receive  in  payment  or  any  loan  ob- 
tained under  this  act,  or  under  any  other  act  of 
Congress  authorizing  a  loan.  Treasury  notes 
which  have  been  issued  according  to  law,  and 
which  shall  become  due  and  payable  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  at  the  par  value  of 
such  Treasury  notes,  together  with  the  interest 
thereon  accrued,  at  the  time  of  the  payment  on 
account  of  the  loan. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  so 
much  of  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  appro- 
priation of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt  of  the  united  Statesjas  may  be  wanted  for 
that  purpose,  after  satisfying  the  sums  necessary 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  such  part  of 
the  principal  of  said  debt,  as  the  United  States 
are  now  pledged  annually  to  pay  or  reimburse,  is 
hereby  pledged  and  appropriated  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest,  and  for  the  reimbursement  of  the 
principal,  of  the  stock  which  may  be  created  by 
Tirtue  or  this  act.  It  shall,  accordingly,  be  the 
duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
to  cause  to  be  applied  and  paid,  out  of  the  said 
fund,  yearly,  such  sum  and  soois  as  may  be  an- 
nually wanted  to  discharge  the  interest  accruing 
on  the  said  stock,  and  to  reimburse  the  principal, 
as  the  same  shall  become  due,  and  may  be  dis- 
charged, in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  the 
loan ;  and  they  are  further  authorized  to  apply, 
from  time  to  time,  such  sum  or  sums,  out  or  the 
said  fund,  as  they  may  think  proper,  towards  re* 
deeming,  by  purchase,  and  at  a  price  not  above 


par,  the  principal  of  the  said  stock,  or  uj  pa 
thereof. 

Sac.  €.  And  be  it  furthir  enacted^  Tbaiisa^ 
dition  to  the  ann oaf  som  of  eight  miiliosM 
lars,  heretofore  appropriated  tothetiib^fni 
adequate  and  permaneot  funds  shall, ^^ik 
present  session  of  Ceogrtss,  be  proriMsifp- 
propriated,  for  tb«  payment  of  tbeiotmsitBlR- 
imbursement  of  the  principal  of  said  stock tsd 
by  this  act. 

Sbo.  7.  And  be  itJwiherenaeUd^  Tbituit 
equate  and  permanent  siokiog  faDd,gTa(iitlj3 
reduce,  and  eventually  to  eztiDgaisii,tlK|iib 
debt,  contracted,  and  to  be  eootncte(l,dari^3e 
present  war^  shall  also  be  estabiislKddiMct 
present  session  of  Congress. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enrnki  Tkki^ 
be  lawful  for  any  of  the  baab  iDtbeDetiitii 
Cohifflbia  to  lend  any  part  of  tbesomuikisi 
to  be  borrowed  by  virtue  of  ihb  set,  iajtiiji$ii 
any  of  their  charters  to  the  eootcanf  ^^ 
standing. 

Approved,  November  15,  I81i 

An  Aet  to  anthonsa  the  pablkstira  of  ttehw'* 

Unitsd  Sutes  wilUn  the  TeniUmBsofAiW 

Stales. 

Be  it  enaet6i.fe.,  That  the  BemtsTk^ 
Department  of  State  be.  and  he  isbe(f^:K<|^ 
iaed  to  cause  the  la-ws  of  the  Uoited  Soiap^ 
or  to  be  passed,  during  the  preieat  oraif^ 
session  of  Congress,  to  be  published  in  i«*j 
publie  newspapers  witbia  esch  9Mitfe)W 
tory  of  theUmted  Butes :  ProvideiiU^*^ 
ion,  it  shall  become  necessary  sad  (ipdJs^ 

Approved,  November  21, 1814. 


An  Act  aathoriiiDg  the  SecreUiy  of  tbi1^ 

appoint  a  Cletk  in  tbs  office  of  the  0*^"^ 

of  the  ReveniM^  with  power  to  dgn  littf** 

Be  it  enacted,^  That  Uic  Head  of  i^«; 

ury  Department  shall  be,  aad  be  itMi^ 

thorized,  from  time  totiBKjSS  °*'T^?^ 

to  designate  a  clerk  in  the  ofioe  of  ^^^^r 

sioner  of  the  Revenne,  to  assist  io  ^^^^ 

the  licenses  issuing  from  ifatt  office ;>sii^ 

clerk  so  designated  shall  hsve  pow«r  u>^^ 

own  name  to  such  licenses;  which  sigfl«w>][^; 

be  as  valid  as  that  of  the  said  Codsis^' 

the  Revenue. 

Approved,  November  22,  l§i4. 


An  Act  suthotixing  the  Secratsiy  ^^^^^^ 
continnsnce  <ft  the  prsseot  war,  to  d*''^.^ 
tionsl  sllowsnce  to  the  ownen  sad  »»*^^ 
oels,  for  briflging  bsdi  to  theUnitadfltsW**' 
snd  distresMd  Americsa  seam«i- 


Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  dami^'ff^ 
ance  of  the  present  war,  the  Secreury  «  ^ 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  id  8d^'|J^ 
the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  at  present  allowed  .^ 
for  returning  destitute  Amcricsn  «»®^^ 
United  States,  to  allow  such  ^Miuonil^J^^ 
sation  as  he  may  deem  rcasoMble,iowp 
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f  (be  8001  tBDiMlly  appropriated  for  the  relief  of 
estitate  American  seamea. 
3ec.  2.  And  he  it  fiarther  enaoUd,  Tliat  the 
lecretary  of  State  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author* 
»d  to  adjnst  aod  settle  sueh  elaimi  as  oiiay  have 
Ko  exhibited  at  the  Departmeat  of  State,  for 
rtarning  destitute  Ameriean  seamen  to  the  Uni- 
id  States,  and  to  allow,  in  addilioo  to  the  ten 
hilars  at  present  allowed  by  law,  such  additional 
)iDpeosation  as  he  may  deem  reasonable,  and  to 
1^  (he  same  out  of  the  fund  Appropriated  for  the 
ilief  of  destitute  American  seamen. 
Sbo.  3.  And  be  UJuriher  enaeUd^  That  this 
St  shall  continue  and  be  In  force  daring  the 
intinoanee  of  the  present  war  between  the  Uni- 
id  States  and  Chreat  Britain,  and  for  one  year 
lereafter. 
Approved,  December  1, 1814. 


n  Aol  maUng  ftutber  provision  for  iUling  ^  raafcs 
of  the  Ansy  of  the  United  States 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That,  from  and  after  the 
issiog  of  this  act,  each  ana  every  commissioned 
ficer  who  shall  be  employed  in  the  recruiting 
rvice,  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is^  authorized  to 
ilist  into  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  any 
K,  effective,  able-bodied  man,  between  the  ages 
'  eigbieen  and  fifty  years;  which  enlistment 
all  be  absolute  and  binding  upon  all  persons 
ider  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  as  well  as 
)oa  persons  of  full  age.  such  recruiting  officer 
iving  comi)lied  with  all  the  requisitions  of  the 
vrs  regulating  the  recruiting  service. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furtJ^er  enacted.  That  it  shall 
it  be  lawful  for  any  recruiting  officer  to  pay  or 
liver  to  a  recruit  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
ars,  to  be  enlisted  by  virtue  of  this  act,  any 
unty  or  dothiogjOr  in  any  manner  restrain  him 
his  liberty,  until  after  the  expiration  of  four 
ys  from  the  time  of  his  enlistment;  and  it  shall 
lawful  for  the  said  recruit,  at  any  time  durinj^ 
e  »nid  four  days,  to  reconsider  and  withdraw  his 
listment,  and  thereupon  he  shall  forthwith  be 
scharged  and  exonerated  from  the  same. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  so 
ich  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act,  passed  the 
entieth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
ndred  and  thirteen,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
in  tary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  more 
rfect  organization  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
ates,"  as  requires  the  consent,  in  writing,  of  the 
rent,  guardian,  or  master,  to  authorize  the  en- 
tment  of  persons  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
ars,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed : 
^vided,  however^  That,  in  case  of  the  enlist- 
;nt  of  any  person  held  to  service  as  an  appren- 
e,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  whenever 
ch  person^  at  the  time  of  his  enlistment,  shall 
held  by  his  indenture  to  serve  for  any  term  be- 
een  two  and  three  years,  his  master  shall  be 
titled  to  receive  one-half  of  the  money  bounty; 
held,  in  like  manner,  to  serve  between  one  and 
o  years,  the  master  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
e-third  of  the  money  bounty  as  aforesaid  ;  and 
held,  in  like  manner,  to  serve  one  year  or  less. 


the  master  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one^foorth- 
of  the  monev  bounty  as  aforesaid. 

8io.  4.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That,  in* 
lieu  of  the  bounty  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres* 
of  land,  now  allowed  by  law,  there  shall  be  al- 
lowed 16  each  non  commissioned  officer  and  sol-- 
dier  hereafter  enlisted,  when  discharged  from  nO" 
vice,  who  shall  have  obtained  from  the  command- 
ing officer  of  his  company,  battalion,  or  regiment, 
a  certificate  that  he  had  faithfully  performed  his 
duty  whilst  in  service,  three  hundred  and  twentv 
acres  of  land,  to  be  sarVeyed,  laid  off;  and  granteo, 
under  the  same  regulations,  and,  in  every  respeot, 
in  the  manner  now  prescribed  by  law:  and  the 
widow  and  children,  and,  if  there  be  no  widow 
nor  child,  the  parents  of  every  non-commissioned 
officer  and  soldier  enlisted  according  to  law,  who 
may  be  killed  or  die  in  the  service  of  the  united 
States,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  three  him* 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  as  aforesaid ;  bat 
the  same  shall  not  pass  to  collateral  relations, 
any  law  heffetofore  passed  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

8bo.  5.  And  be  i$  JuHher  enacted,  That  any 
person  subject  to  militia  duly,  who  shall,  accoro* 
ing  to  law,  furnish  a  recruit  for  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  at  his  own  expense,  to  serve  doriag 
the  war,  shall  thereafter  be  exempt  fVom  militia 
duty  during  the  war;  and  every  recruit,  thus  Anr* 
nished,  shall  be  delivered  to  some  recruiting  ott- 
cer  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  immediately 

?[rant  bis  receipt  for  such  recruit,  to  the  person 
ornishing  him,  and  shall  forthwith  report  the 
same  to  the  Department  of  War,  and  shall  speoily 
in  the  report  the  name  of  snch  person,  and  hu 
pkee  of  residence,  as  well  as  the  name  aud  de- 
scription of  the  recrnit;  whereupon  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Departmeat  -ef 
War  to  grant  to  the  person  furnishing  such  re- 
cralt  a  certificate  of  exemption  from  militia  duty 
during  the  war,  apon  calls  made  upon  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States;  which  certificate  shall 
be  good  and  available  to  all  intents  and  purpoaas 
for  that  object.  And  every  reervit  thus  furniah- 
ed  shall  be  entitled  to  the  bounty  in  land,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  upon  the  same  conditions,  as 
the  other  recruits  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
Btates. 

Approved,  December  10, 1S14. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act,  laying  duties  on  notes 
of  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  companies,  on  notes, 
bonds,  and  obligations,  discounted  by  banks,  bank- 
ers, and  eeitain  companiee,  and  on  bUls  of  ezdiaDge 
of  cerUin  deseriptions. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That,  in  respect  to  the  stump 
duties  of  any  of  the  notes  of  private  bankers  which 
are  subject  ojr  Iaw  to  such  duties,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  agree  to 
an  annual  composition  in  lieu  thereof,  with  any 
of  the  said  private  bankers,  at  the  rate  of  one  and 
a  half  per  centum  on  the  amount  of  the  annual 
profit  made  by  such  private  bankers,  respectively, 
upon  the  capital  employed  in  the  business  of  their 
respective  banks,  to  be  ascertained  as  is  hecein- 
aAer  provided.  , 
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ID  no  wise  sfect  or  intpair  any  other  peoalty 
which  would  otherwise  attach  to  each  failure. 

Sac.  21.  And  be  ii  Jurther  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  dutv  of  the  colkoiors  aforesaid,  in 
their  respective  districts,  aod  they  are  hereby  aa- 
thorized,  to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this  aet, 
and  to  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  same, 
aod  for  the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  suns  whieh 
may  be  forfeited  by  virttte  of  this  act :  And  all 
fines,  penalties,  aod  forfeitures,  which  shall  be 
ineorred  by  force  of  this  act,  shall  and  ma^r  be 
sued  for,  and  recovered,  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  collector  within  whose  district 
any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  shall  have 
been  incurred,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  one 
raoietv  thereof  to  the  one  of  the  United  Smtea, 
ahd  the  other  moieiy  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
person  who,  if  a  collector,  shall  first  discover,  if 
other  than  a  oollector,  shall  fiiat  inform,  of  the 
oaose,  matter,  or  thing,  whereby  any  such  fine, 
penaltv,  or  forfeiture,  shall  have  been  incurred ; 
and  where  the  cause  of  action  or  complaint  shall 
arise  or  accrue  more  than  fifty  miles  distant  from 
the  nearest  place  by  law  established  for  the  hold- 
ing of  a  district  court,  within  the  district  in  which 
the  same  shall  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  re- 
covery may  be  had  before  any  court  of  the  States 
holden  within  the  said  district,  having  jurisdic- 
tioo  in  like  cases. 

Sbo.  22.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  the 
collector  shall  furnish  to  each  distiller  wttbin  the 
collection  district,  an  abstract  of  this  act,  aod  of 
the  ^Act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of 
spirituous  liquors,"  and  of  such  provisions  of  the 
''Act  to  amend  the  act,  laying  duties  on  lioenees 
to  retailers  of  wines, spirituous  iiquocs,  aod  foreiita 
merchandisej  and  for  other  purposes,''  as  regards 
distillers;  which  abstract  shall  be  prepared  and 
furnished  to  the  colleetors.  under  the  direction  of 
the  S^retarv  o(  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  Jurther  emeted,  That  to- 
wards establishing  an  adequate  revenue,  to  pio- 
ride  for  the  paymeat  of  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment; for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  public 
debt,  principal  and  interest,  contracted  and  to  be 
oontraeted,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  contracts, 
Mspeotively ;  and  for  creating  an  adequate  sink- 
ing fundy  gradually  to  reduce,  and  eventually  to 
extinguish,  the  public  debt  contracted,  and  to  be 
oontracied ;  the  rates  and  duties  laid  and  imposed 
by  this  act,  and  the  duties  laid  and  imposed  upon 
licenses  to  distillers,  in  ahd  by  the  said  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers 
of  spirituous  liqUors,"  shall  continue  to  be  laid, 
levied,  and  collected,  during  the  present  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Chreat  Britain,  and 
until  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be  completely 
accomplished,  anything  in  the.  said  act  of  Con« 
gross  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  not- 
withstanding. And,  for  the  effectual  applica* 
tion  of  the  revenue  to  be  raised  by  and  from  the 
said  duties,  to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  in  due  form 
of  law,  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
pledged:  Promdedtdwojfe^  That  whenever  Con- 
gress shall  deem  it  expedient  to  alter,  reduce,  or 
change,  the  said  datie%  or  either  of  them,  it  shall 


be  lawful  so  to-dio,upon  ptovi^ag  ttisteaf 
by  lew,  at  tbe  saoM  time,  aad  for  ttease^ 
poses,  other  duties,  which  shall  bei^pi 
ductive  with  the  duties  so  slurei  nkui « 
changed.:  And  p^SMtod  fkrtkVj  TktdOi^ 
in  this  act  contained  shall  be  dceoiifleaeid 
in  any  wise  to  rescind  or  impeh  ujifKifei^ 
propriation  of  4he  said  duties,  sr  v^i  As; 
but  such  appropriation  shall  reaaiiaittV' 
ried  into  effrot,  according  to  ike  irw  naid 
meaning  of  the  law  and  lavsn^tkim 
anything  in  this  act  to  tbe  eostnijMi 
any  wise  notwithacmdiaK 

Sac.  24.  And  he  UJmAa^emtd,  Tteal^ 
tore  it  shall  be  lawful  forthedistiUBOf^tiB 
of  douaestic  spirits,  and  all  pmoifiroa^a 
materials  such  spmts  shall  be  diaiikias 
without  license,  any  quaniity  tknof sKlesai 
oae  gallon. 

8nc.2&  AndbeiiJwAermuki'i^l^ 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  tke  UbM  Stt 
to  attlhorise  the  Secretary  of  tbe  TfMr»» 
tieipate  tbe  coUeetioa  aad  receipt  of «(«» 
laid  and  imposed  by  this  acL  aad  bfJkwki^ 
enUtled  ""An  act  laying  dntiei  tm  ]xm^^^ 
tillers  of  spirituous  liquors,"  bj  obuiuvi''^ 
upon  the  pledge  of  the  said  duties  for  dfi^' 
barsemeot  thereof,  to  an  aooo&i  m  c^ 
SIX  miUions  of  4ok\An,  aad  itinttoiaij^ 
not  exseeding  six  per  centaa  per  "■•JT 
any  bank  or  banin,  now  ioeorponidir^ 
may  hereafter  be  incorpoiated,  oidsat*^ 
ity  of  the  United  States,  is  aad  trebeeMS^ 
ioed  to  make  such  loan :  Prtmidii^^ 
ieeMonulvdedarmL  That  tbe  moiejtf"^ 
up6n  loan,  shall  be  appKed  to  tbt  (wpf^ 
said,  to  which  the  said  dntiei, s)  ^^/f, 
are  bv  this  wi  applied  aad  apffopntwi^' 
no  other  purposes  %rhaisoever. 

Approved,  December  21,  lfil4 

An  Act  to  piovide  additionsl  isfW^^ 
the  expensss  of  Govsmissat,  ani  *^T2  j 
pnbliB  aedit,  by  duUss  on  nfct  •&  f^^^ 
Ubsases  to  retail  wines,  spvitaow  ^^^ 
eiga  merchandise,  sad  fo  iiia«tHB|w 

Be  it etioctei,  fc,  Tha^ bmvi^^n 
day  of  February  oext,  there  •*«! »  *1  J^ 
and  collected,  for  the  use  of  tbe  Uii«^  ^^"^ 
sum  of  one  hundred  per  ceatoa  "P^^iri 
dition  to«  the  amount  of  the  n»  'f  ^g.^ 
spectivcly  laid  upon  sales  bf  Vlfu^gi^ 
aod  by  the  act  of^Congress,  eautied  Ai^^ 
ing  duties  on  sales  at  auctioa  of  noe^^ 
ships  and  vemels"  passed  ?«  ^^^ 
day  of  July,  in  the  year  ^^^Z.d$ 
thirteen.  And  the  emd  •^^^^Jfl^ 
hundred  per  centum  sball  ^^'^][^og,!^' 


paid,  and  aocounted  for,  in 


Uke 


to^f 


same  officers,  subject,  in  all  ^^^^^i^ 

regulations  and  provisions,  »•«*.««  ^ 

peoaltiesi  forftitures,  and  nmtm^^m 

of  the  Uw,  as  the  said  aet  <tf  ^<»^,^ 
not  to  aaacMl  the  said  act,  pttHd  oa  V 
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th  day  of  March,  in  the  rear  eiyhteeo  hun- 
I  and  fourleeo,  declare  and  establish  for  lavjF- 
collecting,  and  paying,  the  ortginal  dattea  to 
ch  the  said  duty  of  one  hundred  per  centam 
reby  added  and  attached.  And  it  shall  be  the 
'  of  every  auctioneer,  who  shall  baye  given 
I  under  tne  said  acta,  to  give  like  bond  under 
act,  subject  to  the  same  penalties  nrescribed 
le  said  act,  phased  on  the  tweBty«foarth  day 
Illy,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 
i  ali  sales  at  auction  of  any  part,  or  parcel,  of 
merchandise,  with  the  design  and  eieet  to 
rtain  and  fix  a  price  for  the  whole,  or  for 
other  part,  of  soch  merchandise,  without  ex* 
ng  the  whole,  or  such  other  part,  to  public 
.  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  sales  at  auo* 
'  within  the  mevaittg  of  this  act,  and  of  the 
act  of  Conffress^  to  the  whok  amount  of  the 
chandise  whereof  the  sale  is  so  effected,  whe* 
the  saoM  is  afterwards  conducted  and  efi^ted 
he  auctioneer,  or  by  any  person  or  persona 
ng  as  a  commission  merchant,  factor,  or  agent, 
y  the  owner  and  owners  of  the  merchandise. 

I  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  auctioneers,  re* 
lively,  to  suecify,  in  their  quarterly  accouou, 
n  oath  or  amroMtion,  ail  sales  by  them  rekpect- 
y  made  of  a  part  or  parcel  of  any  merchandise 
foresaid,  with  the  design  and  enVct  aforesaid, 
whom  and  to  whom  soch  sales,  respectively', 
e  made^  and  the  amount  of  the  commissions 
iher  compensation  to  them,  respectively,  paid, 
ayable,  by  reason  of  such  sales,  as  well  with 
»ecc  to  the  part  or  parcel  of  the  merchandise 
lally  exposed  to  sale,  as  with  respect  to  the 
lie,  or  any  other  |»rt,  of  such  merchandise, 
sale  whereof  is  designed  and  effected  as  afore- 

And  the  nealect  or  refusal  so  to  do,  shall 
ieemed  to  be  a  breach  of  the  bond  of  the  aoc* 
eer,  so  negfectiog  and  refusing,  who  shall,  also, 
lat  behalf,  forfeit  and  pay  such  other  penalties 
he  said  act  of  Congress  prescribes  In  case  of 

non-perforrapance  of  any  other  duty  required 
Q  auctioneers,  to  be  performed  in  taking  out 
uses,  giving  bonds,  and  keeping  and  rendering 
ounts. 
Ieo.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enactedf  That,  from 

after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  there 

II  be  added  to  the  rates  of  postage,  as  at  pres- 
established  by  law,  a  sum  equal  to  fifty  per 

torn  upon  the  amount  of  such  rates,  respect- 
y,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States.  And  the 
I  additional  sum  of  fiOy  per  centum  shall  be 
rged,  collected,  paid,  and  accounted  for,  in 
i  manner,  by  the  same  officers,  subject,  in  all 
)ects,  to  the  same  regolatioos  and  prorisions, 
[  with  the  like  fines,  penalties,  forfeitures,  and 
ledies  for  breaches  or  the  law.  as  are  provided 
charging,  collectiog,  and  paying,  the  original 
*s  of  postage  to  which  the  said  sum  of  fifty 
centum  is  hereby  added  and  attached. 
(eo.  3.  And  be  it  fitriher  enacted,  That,  from 

I  after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  there 

II  be  laid,  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  tor  the 
of  the  United  States,  a  sum  of  fifty  per  cent. 

m,  and  in  addition  to,  the  duties  laidonlicenaes, 
nted  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Oongreaa,  enti- 


tled **An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers 
of  winea^  spirituims  liquors  and  foreign  merchau* 
disc,''  patsm  the  second  oay  of  August,  in  the 
year  et^teea  himdred  and  thirteen.  And  the 
said  additional  sum  of  fifty  per  centum  shall  be 
charged,  paid,  collected,  and  accounted  for,  in 
like  manner,  by  the  aame  officers,  subject,  in  aU 
respects,  to  the  same  regnlationa  and  proviaioDai 
ana  with  the  aame  fines,  penalties,  rorfeilures. 
and  remedies,  for  breaches  of  the  law,  as  in  ana 
by  Che  said  last  mentioned  act  of  Coagreas,  and 
the  act,  entitled  **An  act  to  amend  the  aet  laying 
duties  on  lieeoaas  to  retatlera  of  winea,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  oierchandiae,  and  for  other 
purposes,**  passed  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April, 
m  tae  year  etghieen  hundred  and  fourteen,  are 
provided  for  charging,  paying,  and  eollectiap;,  the 
original  duties  on  the  said  hoenaea,  respeetirel^) 
to  which  the  said  sum  of  fiftv  per  centum  u 
hereby  added  and  attached.  And  in  case  any 
license  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  seliinff  by 
retail,  shall  have  beien  granted  under  the  saio  act 
^  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  for 
a  period  esteodii^  beyond  the  first  day  of  Feb* 
ruary  next,  the  person  to  whom  the  same  may 
have  been  granted,  or  transferred,  shall,  previotis 
to  the  first  day  of  Mav  thereafter,  make  the  like 
application  required  taerein,  which  shall  further 
specify  such  period,  and  shall  pay  to  the  proper 
collector  a  sum  equal  to  such  proportion  of  fiftv 
per  centum  on  the  oriffinal  duty  imposed  on  suca 
license,  as  said  period  bears  to  a  year,  the  pay* 
meat  of  which  sum  shall  be  endorsed  on  the 
license  previously  granted.  And  if  any  person 
shall,  after  the  last  mentioned  day,  deal  in  the 
selling  of  wines,  distilled  spirituoius  liqucMrs,  or 
merchandise,  by  retail,  as  defined  in  the  said  act, 
without  having  made  such  payment,  such  person 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  payment  of  the  additional 
duly  hereby  imposed,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  wcovered 
with  cost  of  suit:  Fromded,  That  if  any  person 
to  whom  a  license  shall  have  been  granted,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
aet  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  winesL 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,'*  ana 
who  shall  have  paid  for  the  same,  or  shall  have 
given  bond  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  ahall, 
on  or  before  the  commencement  of  the  operation 
of  this  act,  discontinue  the  use  of  the  pnvile^ea 
by  said  license  granted,  and  shall  give  due  notice 
thereof,  to  the  collector  of  the  internal  reveoaat 
of  the  district  in  which  such  license  shall  have 
been  granted,  such  license  shall  cease  to  be  of 
force,  and  aoch  person  shall  be  holden  to  pay  a 
sum  proportionate  to  the  time  which  shall  have 
run  from  the  time  of  granting  said  license  to  the 
first  day  of  February  next.  And  in  case  of  ac- 
tual payment  for  a  term  subsequent  to  the  last 
mentioned  day,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  back, 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  such 
sum  so  paid  for  such  subsequent  time,  from  the 
day  last  mentioned. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  the 
ad  of  Ceagreaa,  entitled  ''An  act  making  furlbet 
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proFision  for  ihe  eoUeetion  of  internal  doties,  and 
for  the  appointment  and  compensation  of  assess- 
ors,'' passed  on  the  second  day  of  An^st,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen, 
shall  be  and  remain  in  force,  and  shall,  In  idl  its 
provisions,  be  applied  for  the  purpose  of  laying, 
eolleeiing,  and  securing,  the  duties  by  this  act 
added  or  imposed,  except  as  regards  the  rates  of 
postage,  as  well  with  respect  to  the  persons  re- 
spectively liable  to  the  payment  thereof,  as  with 
respect  to  the  officers  employed  in  collecting  and 
accoanting  for  the  same. 

Sco.  5.  And  be  UJkrther  enacted^  That,  to- 
wards establishing  an  adequate  rerenae  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Cbvem- 
ment,  for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  public 
debt,  principal  and  interest,  contracted  and  to  be 
contracted,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tracts, respectively,  and  for  creating  an  adequate 
sinking  fund,  gradually  to  reduce,  and  eventually 
to  extinguish,  the  public  debt,  contracted  and  to 
be  contracted;  the  internal  rates  and  duties  add- 
ed, laid,  and  imposed  by  this  act,  and  the  internal 
rates  and  duties  laid  and  imposed  by  the  said 
several  acu  of  Congress,  entitled,  respectively. 
''An  act  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  mer- 
chandise, and  «hips  and  vessels;"  ^An  act  regu- 
lating the  Post  Office  Establishment  ;'*  and  ''An 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise;" 
snail  continue  to  be  laid,  levied,  and  collected, 
durittff  the  present  war  between  the  United  States 
and  dreat  Britain,  and  until  the  purposes  afore- 
said shall  be  completely  accomplished,  anytbing 
in  the  said  acts  of  Congress  to  the  contrary  there- 
of, in  anywise,  notwithstanding.  And  for  the 
CTOOtual  application  of  the  revenue,  to  be  raised 
by  and  from  the  said  internal  duties,  to  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid,  in  due  form  of  law,  the  faith  of 
the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged :  Frwrided 
ahoaifs^  That  whenever  Congress  shall  deem  it 
expedient  to  alter,  reduce^  or  change,  the  said  in- 
ternal duties,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  it  shall  be 
lawful  so  to  do,  upon  providing  and  substituting, 
by  law,  at  the  same  time,  and  for  the  same  pur- 
poses, other  duties  which  shall  be  equally  pro- 
dontive  with  the  duties  so  altered,  reduced,  or 
chanp^ed:  And  pramded  fiaiher^  That  nothing 
in  this  act  coatained  shall  be  deemed  or  eonstruM 
in  anywise  to  rescind  or  impair  any  specific  ap« 
propriation  of  the  said  duties,  or  any  or  either  of 
them^  heretofore  nude  by  law;  but  such  appro- 
priation shall  remain  and  be  carried  into  effect, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
law  and  laws  making  the  same,  anything  in  this 
act  to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  anywise,  notwith- 
standing. 

Approved,  December  23, 1814. 


An  Act  supplemental  to  the  sets  sutherising  a  loan 
for  the  several  sums  of  twenty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars and  three  millions  of  dollais. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United 


States,  to  cause  Treasury  notes  to  be|iRpi!!t 
signed,  and  issued,  for  and  in  iiea  of  lOBtdii 
the  sum  authorized  to  be  borrowed  oitkenb 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  aetof  Cafn^o- 
titled  ^'An  act  to  authorize  a  lasakifiaitfi 
exceeding  twenty-five  millions  of  do)ka^j»e^ 
on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  MtreiLliatjeii 
one  thousand  eisht  hundred  sod  iwitnitd 
also  for  and  in  aeu  of  so  moeb  of  tktnis- 
thorized  to  be  borrowed  on  the  enditofiKCu- 
ted  States,  by  the  act  of  Confrea,e8iiiki  U 
act  authorizing  a  loan  for  thesnmof  ttos.^ 
lions  of  dollars,"  passed  on  the  fifttntiiirfii 
November,  in  the  year  one  thomnd  eif&:^ 
dred  and  fourteen,  as  has  not  bcea  bonm? 
otherwise  employed   in  the  israc  of  Tiasr 
notes,  according  to  law:  ProeidedsfaMjftT9 
the  whole  amount  of  Treasury  sotes  iofii  ^ 
virtue  of  this  act,  for  and  in  iieaof  ibers^ 
of  the  said  two  sums  asaforwudjilalliaa; 
ceed  the  sum  of  seven  miilions  Ire  i^ 
thousand  dollars:  and  farther, tbittkelnscT 
notes  so  issued  shall  be  applied  to  the  as;  ss 
to  which  the  said  two  loans,  sathorizei  ei^a^ 
said,  were,  respectively,  by  lawmidetHilKi^ 

Sac.  2.  And  be  U  JurUtr  eaaOt^i^^ 
Secreury  of  the  Treasury  be  aad  be  is  ki^ 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  tbePRsai 
of  the  United  States,  to  cause  Tfeistrfise-^ 
be  prepared,  signed,  and  issued,  forafv^^ 
of  three  millions  of  dollars,  to  defny  tka^ 
of  the  War  Departmant,  for  the  fevaeEM- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  fourteeo,  u<i^.^ 
the  sums  heretofore  appropristeii  lif  ^*  ^ 
those  purposes,  respectively. 

Sao.  3.  And  be  it  Junker  enadd,  1^^ 
Treasury  notes  to  be  issued  by  jmttl^^f 
shall  be  prepared,  signed,  and  issoed,iiu<^ 
form  and  manner,  shall  be  reimtaw^'^ 
same  places  and  in  the  like  periods,  sbi^^ 
same  rate  or  interest;  shall,  in  tht^^' 
be  transferrable,  and  shall  be  eqaaBri^.*^ 
in  payments  to  the  United  States  in  ^<^ 
taxes,  and  sales  of  public  lands,  sst^it^ 
notes  issued  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Cot^  ^^ 
titled  ^ An  act  to  authorize  the  issninf  oi  ^|f 
ury  notes  for  the  service  of  the  Jf««^  *^^ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,'' J*""^.^ 
fourth  day  of  M^rchi  in  the  yesrsforeaii  ^ 
the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury,  with  \kttW^ 
uon  of  the  President  of  the  United  Sni»^ 
have  the  like  powers,  in  all  respecu,»P^ 
issue,  sell,  pay,  and  distribute,  die  Ttttsat^^ 
authorized  to  be  issued  by  this  set,  or  ta^ 
money  on  the  pledge  thereof,  aad  to  efflp,^ 
pay  an  agent  or  agents  for  the  porpoKOi  b''^ 
sale  thereof,  as  were  vested  in  him  bf  tat^ 
last  mentioned  act  of  Congress,  is  reiiti«  ^  "^ 
Treasurv  notes  therein  and  thereby  aatbor^ 
be  issued ;  and  the  forms  and  coarse  <^  f^ 
ing,  in  all  respects,  for  paying,  ^^^[1°^^ 
accounting  for,  the  Treasury  notes  iasm^. 
tue  of  this  act,  shall  be  similar  to  those  pif^ 
in  and  bj  the  said  last  mentioned  act  of  (A^ 
in  relauon  to  the  Treasury  notes  iherr; 
thereby  authorized  to  be  issued. 
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rtb  day  of  Mareh,  ia  the  year  eiybteea  hon- 
d  aod  fourteen,  declare  ana  eBtablish  for  Ury- 
',  collecting,  and  paying,  the  original  datiea  to 
ich  the  said  duty  of  one  hundred  per  centum 
ereby  added  and  attaebed.  And  il  sbaU  be  the 
y  of  every  auctioneer,  who  shall  hare  given 
d  under  tne  said  acts,  to  give  like  bond  under 
I  act,  sobject  to  the  same  penalties  nrescribed 
he  said  act,  passed  on  the  twenty-fourth  day 
^uiy.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen, 
d  all  sales  at  auction  of  any  part,  or  parcel,  of 
'  mercbandise,  with  the  design  and  effset  to 
ertain  and  fix  a  price  for  the  whole,  or  for 

other  parr,  of  soch  merehandise,  without  ex- 
[ng  the  whole,  or  such  other  part,  to  public 
).  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  sales  at  auo* 
r  whhin  the  meaisiiig  of  this  act,  and  of  the 
I  act  of  Cooffresi^  to  the  whole  anioant  of  the 
rehandise  whereof  the  sale  is  so  effected,  wbe- 
'  the  same  is  afterwards  conducted  and  effected 
the  auctioneer,  or  by  any  person  or  persons 
ng  as  a  commission  merehaot,  factor,  or  agent, 
»y  the  owner  and  owners  of  the  merchandise. 
I  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  auctioneers,  re* 
Btively,  to  snecify,  hi  their  quarterly  aceoonu, 
noata  or  amroMtion,  all  sales  by  them  respect- 
!y  made  of  a  part  or  parcel  of  any  merchandise 
loresaid,  with  the  design  and  efl^ct  aforesaid, 
whom  and  to  whom  soch  sales,  respeciivelyj 
•e  made,  and  the  amount  of  the  commissions 
»ther  compensation  to  them,  respectively,  paid, 
Mtyable,  by  reason  of  soeh  sales,  as  well  with 
lect  to  the  part  or  parcel  of  the  merchandise 
lally  exposed  to  sale,  as  with  respect  to  the 
>le,  or  any  other  |»rt,  of  such  merchandise, 
sale  whereofis  designed  and  effected  as  afore- 
:.  And  the  neglect  or  refusal  so  to  do,  shall 
leemed  to  be  a  breack  of  the  bond  of  the  aue- 
eer,  so  n^ectiog  and  refosittff,  who  shall,  also, 
lat  behalf,  forfeit  and  pay  sucn  other  penalties 
he  waid  act  of  Congress  prescribes  In  case  of 
non-performance  of  any  other  duty  required 
a  auctioneers,  to  be  performed  in  taking  out 
Dses, giving  bonds,  and  keeping  and  rendering 
:>0Dts. 
Eo.  2.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enachdf  That,  fVom 

after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  there 

[1  be  added  to  the  rates  of  postage,  as  at  pres- 

established  by  law,  a  sum  equal  to  fifty  per 

tain  upon  the  amount  of  such  rates,  respect' 

y,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States.    And  the 

additional  sum  of  fifky  per  centum  shall  be 
rged,  collected,  paid,  and  accounted  for,  in 

manner,  by  the  same  officers,  subject,  in  all 
»ects,  to  the  same  regolatioos  and  provisions, 

with  the  like  fines,  penalties,  forfeitures,  and 
edies  for  breaches  oi  the  law.  as  are  provided 
charging,  colleetiog,  and  paying,  the  original 
s  of  postage  to  which  the  said  sum  of  fifty 
centum  is  hereby  added  and  attached. 
Kc.  3.  AtmL  be  it  fwifur  enacted^  That,  from 

after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  there 
li  be  laid,  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  tor  the 
of  the  United  States,  a  sum  of  fifty  per  cent, 
a,  and  in  addition  to,  the  duties  laid  on  licenses, 
1  ted  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress,  enii* 


tied  **An  act  laying  duties  on  lieeoaes  to  retailers 
of  winea^  spirittioiis  liquors  and  foreign  merchan* 
dise,"  passed  the  second  oay  of  August,  in  the 
year  eiditeen  haadred  and  thirteen.  And  the 
said  additional  sum  of  fifty  per  centum  shall  be 
charged,  paid,  collected,  and  aeeouated  for,  in 
like  manner,  by  the  aame  officers,  subject,  ia  all 
respects,  to  the  same  regulations  and  proviaionai 
ana  with  the  aame  fines,  penalties,  rorfeituras. 
and  remedies,  for  breaches  of  the  law,  as  ia  ana 
by  the  said  last  mentioned  act  of  Congress,  and 
the  act,  entitled  '*An  act  to  amend  the  aet  laying 
duties  on  licenses  to  retailera  of  winta,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  and  for  other 
purposes,''  passed  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April, 
m  tne  year  etghieen  hundred  and  fourteen,  are 
provided  for  charging,  paying,  ami  eollectiap;,  the 
original  duties  on  the  said  licenses,  respeetivelr, 
to  which  the  said  sum  of  fiftv  per  centum  is 
hereby  added  and  attached.  And  in  case  aay 
license  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  seliinff  by 
retail,  shall  have  been  granted  under  the  saio  act 
"  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,''  for 
a  period  extending  beyond  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  the  person  to  whom  the  same  may 
have  been  granted,  or  transferred,  shall,  previous 
to  the  first  day  of  Mav  thereafter,  make  the  like 
application  required  therein,  which  shall  further 
specify  such  period,  and  shall  pay  to  the  proper 
collector  a  sum  equal  to  such  proportion  of  fif^ 
per  centum  on  theoriffiiial  duty  imposed  on  sucA 
license,  as  said  period  bears  to  a  year,  the  pay* 
meat  of  which  sum  shall  be  endorsed  on  the 
license  previously  granted.  And  if  aay  person 
shall,  after  the  last  mentioned  day,  deal  in  tke 
selling  of  wines,  distilled  spirituous  liquors,  or 
merchaadise,  by  retail,  as  defined  in  the  said  act, 
without  having  made  soch  payment^snch  person 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  payment  of  the  additional 
duly  hereby  imposed,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  wcovered 
with  cost  of  suit:  Fromded,  That  if  any  person 
to  whom  a  license  shall  have  been  granted,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
aet  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines, 
spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,"  ano 
who  shall  have  paid  for  the  same,  or  shall  have 
given  bond  for  the  payment  of  the  aame,  shall, 
on  or  before  the  commencement  of  the  ojieration 
of  this  act,  discontinue  the  use  of  the  priviie^ 
by  said  license  granted, and  shall  give  due  notice 
thereof,  to  the  collector  of  the  internal  reveoast 
of  the  district  in  which  such  license  shall  have 
been  granted,  such  license  shall  cease  to  be  of 
force,  and  such  person  shall  be  bolden  to  pay  a 
sum  proportionate  to  the  time  which  shall  have 
run  from  the  time  of  granting  said  license  to  the 
first  day  of  February  next.  And  in  case  of  ac- 
tual payment  for  a  term  suV&equent  to  the  last 
mentioned  day,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  back, 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  such 
sum  sapaid  for  such  subsequent  time,  from  the 
day  last  mentioned. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
met  ofCaagreaa,  eaftitled  ''An  act  making  further 
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eeeds  of  reots  from  the  knd  on  which  the  damage 
was  sasiained. 

8bg.  4.  Andbeitjkrtherenactedf  That,  for  each 
lease  executed  by  the  agents,  ihey  shall  be  eati- 
lied  to  receive  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  to  be  paid 
by  the  lesseeis  respectively. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurihir  enacted^  That  every 
lease  which  may  be  granted  io  virtue  of  this  act 
shall  be  limited  to  the  period  of  the  termination 
of  the  Territorial  form  of  government  in  the  said 
Territoryi  and  shall  cease  to  have  any  force  or 
effect  after  the  first  day  of  January  next  succeed- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  State  government 
therein :  Provided^  That  outstanding  rents  may 
be  collected,  and  damages  for  waste  or  trespass 
may  be  recovered,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
leases  continued  in  full  force. 

Approved,  January  9, 1815. 


An  Act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  €K>vemmentv  and  maintaining  the 
pablio  credit*  by  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  provide  for  assessing  and  eoUecl- 
ing  the  same. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc^  That  a  direct  tax  of  six  mil- 
lions of  dollars  be  and  is  hereby  annually  laid  upon 
the  United  States ;  and  the  same  shall  be  and  is 
hereby  apportioned  to  the  States,  respectively,  in 
manner  following: 

To  the  State  m  New  Hampshire,  one  hundred 
and  ninety-three  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  dollars  and  seventy* four  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  six  hundred  and 
thirty  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-one 
dollars  and  ninety-six  cents. 

To  the  Slate  of  Rhode  Island,  sixty-nine  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  thirty-six 
•enta. 

To  the  State  of  Connecticut,  two  hundred  and 
thirty-six  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-five 
dollars  and  forty*two  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Vermont,  one  hundred  and 
ninety -six  thousand  aix  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
dollars  and  forty-two  cents.  .^ 

To  the  State  of  New  York,  eight  hundred  and 
alxty  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  dol- 
lars and  twenty-four  cents. 

To  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  two  hundred  and 
seventeen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-three 
dollars  and  sixty-eix  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Peonsvlvania,  seven  hundred 
and  thirty  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
dollars  and  thirty-two  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Delaware,  sixty-four  thousand 
ninety-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Maryland,  three  hundred  and 
three  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  dol- 
lars and  eighty-eight  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Virginia,  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  thousand  thirty-sixdollarsand  eighty- 
eiffht  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Kentucky,  three  hundred  and 
thirty-seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty^ 
seven  dollars  and  fifty-two  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Ohio,  two  hundred  and  eight 


thousand  three  hundred  dollars  tod  twcaiy^q^ 
cents. 

To  the  State  of  North  CaroUni,  foor  kudni 
and  forty  thousand  four  hundred  iaimtstj-m 
dollars  and  fifty-six  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Tennessee,  two  ^isM  uA 
twenty  thousand,  one  hundred  aadmaif-urtt 
dollars  and  ten  cents. 

To  the  State  of  South  Caroliat,  tknbind 
and  three  thousand  eight  hundred  udtnalbn 
and  ninety  six  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Georgia,  one  boadred  udeibf- 
nine  thousand  eight  hundred  sod  Ktaty-tn 
dollars  and  ninety-eight  cents.  Aod, 

To  the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  Eftyiix  tlsaa^ 
fire  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  tod  tveDtj-ti: 
cents. 

Sac.  2.  AndbeitJuriherenade^lW* 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  aetofCe 
gress,  entitled  "An  act  for  tlie  sstesaesi  u: 
collection  of  direct  taxes  and  ioterBal  to 
passed  on  the  twenty-«iecond  day  of  July.oBettt'& 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirteea, shall  be  isctk 
same  is  hereby  repealed,  except  so  faruiiesw 
respects  the  collection  districts  thereiDuitker^ 
established  and  defined,  so  far  as  thesaiDeR^s^ 
internal  duties,  and  so  far  as  the  saoe  i^ 
the  appointment  and  qualifications  of  tkeaileti' 
ors  and  principal  assessors  therdn  ui  M 
authorized  and  required;  in  all  wbickR^ 
so  excepted,  as  aforesaid,  the  said  act  A^^^ 
continue  in  force  for  the  purposes  of  Aw<  *^: 
Provided  alwcs^y  That,  for  maxisftii^csfiplet' 
in^  the  assessment  and  collectioaof  ike^tt^ 
laid  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  Congress,  eoti lei '^ 
act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tuvitbifiiKv^ 
ted  States,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of  Aaf^i 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirtca^tbiaK 
first-mentioned  act  of  Congress  shall  be iBic» 
tinue  in  full  force,  anything  in  this  set  <^^ 
contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  noivithsaB^' 

Sac. a  Af^UUJurtherenMAi'^^^ 
the  principal  assessors  hereurfore  v^^,  ^ 
hereafter  appointed,  shall  divide  his  duoiciia^ 
a  convenient  number  of  districts,  withta  et^ 
which  he  shall  appoint  one  respeeuUefr*^ 
to  be  assisuiot  assessor:  ProMedi  Tbati^!^ 
retary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be  and  is  '^ 
authorized  to  reduce  the  number  of  i«^^ 
districts,  in  any  collection  district,  in  uf  ^^\ 
if  the  number  shall  appear  to  him  to  be  \x»V^ 
And  the  principal  assessors,  respeetjnly,tw(*' 
assistant  assessor,  so  appointed  and  aee^^ 
appointment,  shall,  before  he  eaters  oa  tiic  ^ 
of  bis  appointment  under  this  act,  take  tfi^^ 
scribe  before  some  competent  ■iagistitte,cr^ 
collector  of  the  direct  ux  and  ioierpal^^ 
(who  is  hereby  empowered  to  admioi^^' 
same,)  the  following  oath  or  affirnutioo,t>><' 

»« I, ^  do  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  cas«a«^' 

that  I  will,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. »''-^ 
judgment,  diligently  and  faithfully  execo^ 
office  and  duties  of  principal  assessor  (or  ^^ 
assessor,  as  the  case  may  be)  for(nsffliD;>f  mi 
trict,)  without  favor  or  partiality;  >Ddtl)^\| 
do  equal  right  and  justice  in  every  case  ii^^' 
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[lall  act  as  priacipal  assessor  (or  assisOiDt  asses- 
>r,  as  the  case  may  be.")  Aod  a  certificate  of 
]ch  oath  or  aflkmatioa  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
>Jleetor  of  the  district  for  which  such  assessor 
lall  be  appoioted ;  and  erexy  priacipal  or  assist- 
u  assessor  acting  in  the  said  office,  without 
iviag  taken  the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  shall 
rfeit  and  pay  one  hundred  dollars— one  moiety 

the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  to 
ID  who  shall  first  sue  for  the  same— to  be  recov- 
ed,  with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  baring  com- 
itent  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  4.  4nd  be  it  Juriher  enactedy  That  the 
icretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  establish  reg^ 
aiions  suitable  and  necessar^r  for  carrying  this 
t  into  eflect;  which  regulations  shall  be  bind- 
l  on  each  principal  assessor  and  his  assistants, 
the  performance  of  the  duties  enjoined  by  or 
der  this  act ;  and  shall  also  frame  instructions 
'  the  said  principal  assessors  and  their  assistaou; 
rsuant  to  whicn  iiLstructions  the  said  principal 
lessors  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  February  next, 
ect  and  cause  the  several  assistant  assesors  in 
i  district  to  inquire  after  and  concerning  all 
ids,  lots  of  ground,  with  their  improvements, 
selling-houses,  and  slaves,. made  liable  to  taxa- 
n  under  this  act,  by  reference  as  well  to  any 
:s  of  assessment  or  collection  taken  under  the 
vs  of  the  respective  States,  as  to  any  other  re- 
ds or  documents,  and  by  all  other  ways  and 
ans,  and  to  value  and  enumerate  the  said  ob- 
ts  of  taxation,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  this 
,  and  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  and 
tructions  above-mentioned.  And  it  shall  be 
ther  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
iirect  all  errors  committed  in  the  assessment, 
nation,  and  tax  lists,  or  in  the  collection  there* 

heretofore  or  hereafter  made  in  the  valua- 
I,  assessment,  and  tax  lists,  of  the  direct  tax, 
I  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  enti- 
l  ''An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  mx  within 

United  States,"  and  also,  all  such  errors  as 
y,  from  time  to  time,  be  committed  in  the  as- 
iment,  valuation,  anu  tax  lists,  or  in  the  col- 
ion   thereof,  as  may  hereafter  be  made  in 

assessment  of  the  direct  tax  by  this  act 
,  to  be  corrected,  in  such  form,  sod  upon  such 
leoce,  as  the  said  Secretary  shall  prescribe 

approve. 
sc.  5.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 

direct  tax,  laid  by  this  act  shall  be  assess- 
tnd  laid  on  the  value  of  all  lands  and  lots 
^roond,  with  their  improvements,  dwelling- 
ses,  and  slaves;  which  several  articles,  sub- 
to  taxation,  shall  be  enumerated  and  valued 
:be  respective  assessors  at  the  rate  each  of 
d  is  worth  in  money:  Provided,  however, 
.t  all  property,  of  whatever  kind,  coming 
lio  any  of  the  foregoing  descriptions,  and  be* 
log  to  the  United  States,  or  any  Sute,  or 
laneatly  or  specially  exempted  from  taxation 
tie  laws  of  the  State  wherein  the  same  may 

tuatedy  existing  at  the  time  of  the  passage 
lis  act,  shall  be  exempted  from  the  aioresaid 
aeration  and  valuation,  and  from  the  direct 
kfbresaid :  And  pnmded,  aieo,  That  nothing 


herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  exempt 
from  enumeration  and  valuation,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  the  direct  tax,  any  public  lands  wnich 
heretofore  have  been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  sold 
in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Louisiana,  under  any 
law  of  the  United  States,  the  compact  between 
the  United  States  and  the  said  States  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Sec  d.  And  be  U  JurGier  enacted,  That  the 
respective  assistant  assessors  shall,  immediately 
after  being  required,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  principal 
assessors,  proceed  through  every  part  of  their 
respective  districts,  and  shall  require  all  persons 
owning,  possessing,  or  having  the  care  or  man- 
agement of.  any  lands,  lots  of  ground,  dwelling- 
houses,  or  slaves,  lying  and  being  within  the  col- 
lection district  where  they  reside,  and  liable  to  a 
direct  tax  as  aforesaid,  to  deliver  written  lists  of 
the  same,  which  lists  shall  be  made  in  such  man- 
ner as  may  be  directed  by  the  principal  assessor, 
and,  as  far  as  practicable,  coniormably  to  those 
which  may  be  required  for  the  same  purpose 
under  the.  authority  of  the  respective  States : 
Provided  cdwaye,  neverthekee,  and  it  ie  hereby 
Juriher  enacted  and  declared.  That  the  valua- 
ations  and  assessments  heretofore  made  and  com- 
pleted, or  to  be  made  and  completed,  by  virtue 
of  the  said  act  of  Coneress,  entitled  '*An  act  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and 
internal  duties,"  and  the  said  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  "An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax 
within  the  United^  Slates,"  in  relation  to  the  sev- 
eral States  wherein  the  same  has  been  assessed 
or  is  assessing,  shall  be  and  remain  the  valuations 
and  assessments  for  the  said  States,  respectively, 
subject  only  to  the  revision,  equalization,  and 
apportionment,  among  the  several  counties  and 
State  districts,  hj  the  board  of  principal  assessors 
hereinafter  constituted,' to  be  made  as  is  hereinafter 
directed,  for  the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting 
annually  the  direct  tax  bv  this  act  laid,  in  the  man- 
ner hereinafter  provided,  until  provision  shall  be 
made  by  law  for  altering,  modifying,  or  abolish- 
ing, the  same.  And  the  principal  assessors,  in 
the  said  several  States  wherein  a  direct  tax  nas 
heretofore  been  assessed  as  aforesaid,  shalL  at  the 
time  and  times  herein  and  hereby  prescribed 
for  making  the  valuation  and  assessment  in  the 
States  wherein  a  direct  tax  has  not  heretofore 


revise,  tneir  several  ana  respective  vaioaiions. 
assessments,  and  tax  lists,  correcting  therein  all 
errors,  aod  supplying  all  omissions,  which  have 
been  or  shall  be  therein  discovered  and  ascer- 
tained. And  in  making  the  said  revisal  as  afore- 
said, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  principal 
assessors  to  inquire  and  ascertain  what  transfers 
and  changes  of  property  in  lands,  lots  of  ground, 
dwelling-bouses,  and  slaves,  have  been  made  ana 
effected,  since  the  time  of  the  original  valuation 
and  assessment  aforesaid ;  and  also  what  changes 
of  residents  and  non-residents  have  occurred ;  and 
also  what  slaves  hare  been  born,  or  have  died, 
or  hnve  ronawey,  or  become  otherwise  useless; 
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and  also  what  houses,  or  other  improvements  of 
real  estate,  have  been  bomed  or  otherwise  de- 
stroyed ;  and  thereupon  to  make  such  chants, 
additions,  or  redactions,  in  the  said  ralaations 
and  assessments,  respectively,  as  truth  and  jastice 
shall  require.  And,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
the  said  revisal  as  aforesaid,  of  the  said  valua- 
tions, assessments,  and  tax  lists,  the  principal 
assessors  shall  take  and  pursue  all  lawful  mea- 
sures, by  the  examination  of  records,  by  the  in- 
formation of  the  parties  in  writing,  or  by  any 
other  satisfactory  evidence  or  proof.  And^  in 
case  of  any  alteration  made  upon  such  revisal, 
aflfecting  the  property  or  interests  of  any  person, 
so  as  to  charge  such  person  with  any  greater 
amount  of  tax,  or  to  transfer  the  charge  of  the 
tax  from  one  person  to  another  person,  there  shall 
be  the  like  proceedings  as  is  herein  provided  in 
the  case  of  appeals  upon  an  original  assessment. 
And  the  principal  assessors,  after  hearing  such 
appeals,  snail  proceed  to  make  out  and  to  deliver 
revised  lists  or  their  valuations  and  assessments, 
respectively,  to  the  board  of  principal  assessors, 
to  be  constituted  as  is  hereinafter  mentioned. 
And  thereupon,  the  said  board  of  principal  assess- 
ors shall  proceed  in  the  like  manner  as  is  here- 
inafter provided  in  the  case  of  an  original  assess- 
ment, submitted  to  the  said  board  of  principal 
assessors,  for  the  purpose  of  an  equalization  and 
apportionment  of  the  direct  tax  by  this  act  laid 
to  and  among  the  counties  and  State  districts  of 
the  States,  respectively. 

6bc.  7.  And  be  iljurther  enacted^  That  if  any 
person  owning,  possessing^  or  havioff  the  care  or 
management  of,  property  liable  to  a  direct  tax,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  not  be  prepared  to  exhibit  a  writ- 
ten list  when  required  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  con- 
sent to  discJose  the  particulars  of  any  and  all 
the  land  and  lots  of  ground,  with  their  improve- 
ments, dwelling-houses,  and  slaves^  taxable  as 
aforesaid,  then  and  in  that  case  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  officer  to  make  such  list,  which,  be- 
in^  distinctly  read  and  consented  to,  shall  be  re- 
ceived as  the  list  of  such  person. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
such  person  shall  deliver  or  disclose  to  any  as- 
sessor appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  re- 
ouiriog  a  list  or  lists,  as  aforesaid,  any  false  or 
fraudulent  list,  with  intent  to  defeat  or  evade  the 
valuation  or  enumeration  hereby  intended  to  be 
made,  such  person  so  offending,  and  being  thereof 
convicted,  before  any  court  Jiaving  competent 
jurisdiction,  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing five  hundred  dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court,  and  shall  pay  all  costs  and  charges  of  pros- 
ecution ;  and  the  valuation  and  enumeratibn  re- 
quired by  this  act,  shall,  in  all  such  cases,  be  made 
as  aforesaid,  upon  lists  according  to  theform  above 
described,  to  be  made  out  by  the  assessors,  respect- 
ively, which  lists  the  said  assessors  are  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  make,  according  to 
the  best  information  they  can  obtain;  and  for 
the  purpose  of  making  which  they  are  hereby 
authorized  to  enter  into  and  upon  all  and  singular  | 
the  premises,  respectively,  and  from  the  valuation  I 
and  enumeration  so  made  there  shall  be  no  appeal.  J 


See.  9.  And  be  U  Jurthar  emdd  Tkii 
case  any  person  shall  be  absent  from  his  piieeo 
residence  at  the  time  an  assessor  shaH oil  (or- 
ceive  the  list  of  such  person,  it  shiU  be  ibe  doi) 
of  such  assessor  to  leave,  at  the  ko«ff  piieeol 
residence  of  such  person,  a  written  m  or  mfiii- 
orandum,  requiring  him  to  preRDtttncii  as- 
sessor the  list  or  lists  required  bythbidfitiui 
ten  days  from  the  date  of  such  noteeriNio* 
randum. 

Sec.  10.  AndbeiiJwibereMcUi,  t^iw 
person,  on  being  notified  or  required  is  ifatesui 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  iDch  list  oriii3i> 
aforesaid,  within  the  time  reqoired  bytbiei 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assenorfortiieuess^ 
ment  district  within  which  saeh  penoo  sbil» 
side,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  ud  ruiwi 
to  enter  into  and  upon  the  lands, dwdlifigkcet 
and  premises,  if  it  be  necessary,  of  ssdipRsa 
so  refusing  or  neglecting,  and  to  intke,aceork 
to  the  best  information  which  heetaotetsi 
on  his  own  view  and  iaformttion,socb lists o^' tit: 
lands  and  lots  of  ground,  with  their  impnTsane 
dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  owned  or  posssti 
or  under  the  care  or  management  of  soehpfl^ 
as  are  required  by  this  act ;  which  \is&f»^ 
and  subscribed  by  such  assessor,  shill  k  ot^ 
and  reputed  as  good  and  saflkieiitlBiiQt^^ 
persona  and  property  for  which  sock  peneiB^ 
be  taxed  for  the  purposes  of  this  set:  uit^f^^ 
«on  so  failing  or  neglecting,  unless aax^- 
sickness  or  a weoce  from  home,sbill.»^^ 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hOBdM^- 
to  be  recovered,  for  the  use  of  the  Uiiu^  ^^^ 
with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  hiiiHf^^ 
jurisdiction. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enaM  Tfaitw 
ever  there  shall  be,  in  any  assessment disinctjis! 
property,lands,and  lot8ofgromid,dvrili^^ 
or  slaves,  not  owned  or  possessed  \ij,9^^[ 
care  or  management  of,  any  pern  « P^ 
within  such  district,  and  liable  to  bevedisuix^ 
said,and  no  listof  which  shaU  beuinsiuiMtt^ 
principal  assessor  in  the  manner  proniedttf  u^' 
act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  ««esQcl«^ 
district,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  tod  refs|>^ 
to  enter  into  and  upon  the  reil  estiK,ai^~ 
necessary,  and  uke  such  view  tbeKfll,>s^^ 
the  slaves,  of  which  lists  are  reqoired|  w^ 
make  lists  of  the  same,  according  to  the foiflr 
scribed  by  this  act ;  which  1^8^  being  w»* 
by  the  said  assessor,  shall  be  taken  and  (^ 
as  good  and  sufficient  lisU  of  sach  propetftr 
der  and  for  the  purposes  of  this  act.  J 

Sec.  12.  And  be  U  further  enaeUd,  1^*\ 
owners,  possessors,  or  persons,  hsvingtbect;* 
management  of  lands,  lou  of  ground,  dva*^ 
houses,  and  slaves,  not  lying  or  being  vit^iB» 
assessment  district  in  which  they  reside,  s»^ 
permitted  to  make  out  and  deliver  the  U^^ 
required  by  this  act,  provided  the  tssessoest^ 
trict  in  which  the  said  objects  of  tMUjiOi-^'^ 
be,  is  therein  distinctly  stated,  at  the  tii^^^ 
the  manner  prescribed,  to  the  Assessor  n^^ 
sesment  district  wherein  such  P«'**^^^^gj^ 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  nssistanK*^"^ 
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lail  act  as  priooipul  assessor  (or  assistant  asses- 
>r,  as  the  case  may  be.")  And  a  certificate  of 
ich  oath  or  aflkmation  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
>JJec(or  of  the  district  for  which  soeh  assessor 
M  be  appointed ;  and  erery  principal  or  assist- 
it  assessor  acting  in  the  said  office,  without 
iviog  taken  the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  shall 
ffeit  and  pay  one  hondred  dollars-— one  moiety 
I  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  to 
im  who  shall  first  aae  for  the  same— to  be  recor- 
ed,  with  costs  oi  suit,  in  any  court  having  com- 
»tent  jurisdiction. 

8£c.  4.  4nd  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  the 
acretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  establish  reg^ 
aliens  suitable  and  oeee;s5ar]r  for  carrying  this 
t  into  eflect;  which  regulations  shall  be  bind- 
g  on  each  principal  assessor  and  his  assistants, 
the  nerformance  of  the  duties  enjoined  by  or 
ider  this  act ;  and  shall  also  frame  instructions 
r  the  said  principal  assessors  and  their  aa^istants; 
ir^uant  to  whicn  instructions  the  said  principal 
sessors  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  February  next, 
rect  and  cause  the  several  assistant  assesors  in 
e  district  to  inqi^ire  after  and  concerning  all 
Dds,  lots  of  ground,  with  their  improvements, 
eeliiog-houses,  and  slaves,  made  liable  to  taxa- 
in  under  this  act,  by  reference  as  well  to  any 
ts  of  assessment  or  collection  taken  under  the 
BITS  of  the  respective  States,  as  to  any  other  re- 
rds  or  documents,  and  by  all  other  ways  and 
eans,  and  to  value  and  enumerate  the  said  ob- 
s  Is  of  taxation,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  this 
t,  and  in  conrormity  with  the  regulations  and 
luuetions  above-mentioned.  And  it  shall  be 
rther  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
direct  all  errors  committed  in  the  assessment, 
1  nation,  and  tax  lists,  or  in  the  collection  there- 

heretofore  or  hereafter  made  in  the  valoa- 
a,  assessment,  aad  tax  lists,  of  the  direct  tax, 
d  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  of  Congress,  enti- 
d  '*  An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within 
i  United  States,"  and  also,  all  such  errors  as 
Ly,  from  time  to  time,  be  committed  in  the  as- 
sment,  valuation,  and  tax  hats,  or  in  the  col- 
cion  thereof,  as  may  hereafter  be  made  in 
t  assessment  of  the  direct  tax  by  this  act 
i,  to  be  corrected,  in  auch  form,  and  upon  such 
dence,  an  the  said  Secretary  shall  prescribe 
I  approve. 

3so.  5.  And  be  U  Juriher  enacted^  That  the 
d  direct  tax,  laid  by  this  act.  shall  be  assess- 
aiul  laid  on  the  value  of  all  lands  and  lots 
groond,  with  their  improvements,  dwelling- 
tises,  and  slaves ;  which  several  articles,  sub- 
t  to  taxation,  shall  be  enumerated  and  valued 

the  respective  assessors  at  the  rate  each  of 
im  is  worth  in  money:  Provided,  however, 
lat  all  property,  of  whatever  kind,  coming 
thin  any  of  the  foregoing  descriptions,  and  be- 
giDg  to  the  United  States,  or  any  Sute,  or 
fnaaently  or  specially  exempted  from  taxation 
the  laws  of  the  State  wherein  the  same  may 
situated,  existing  at  the  time  of  the  passage 
this  act,  shall  be  exempted  from  the  aforesaid 
toleration  and  valuation,  and  from  the  direct 
aforesaid:  Jbid provided, alto.  That  nothing 


herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  exempt 
from  enumeration  and  valuation,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  the  direct  tax,  any  public  lands  which 
heretofore  have  been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  sold 
in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Louisiana,  under  any 
law  of  the  United  States,  the  compact  between 
the  United  States  and  the  said  States  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Sec  d.  And  be  it  fiarGier  enacted,  That  the 
respective  assistant  assessors  shall,  immediately 
after  being  required,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  principal 
assessors,  proceed  through  every  part  of  their 
respective  districts,  and  shall  require  all  persona 
owning,  possessing,  or  having  the  care  or  maa- 
agemeot  of.  any  lands,  lots  of  ground,  dwelling- 
houses,  or  slaves,  lying  and  being  within  the  C(h- 
lection  district  where  they  reside,  and  liable  to  a 
direct  tax  as  aforesaid,  to  deliver  written  lists  of 
the  same,  which  lists  shall  be  made  in  such  man- 
ner as  may  be  directed  by  the  principal  assessor, 
and,  as  far  as  practicable,  coniormably  to  those 
which  may  be  required  for  the  same  purpose 
under  the  authority  of  the  respective  States : 
Provided  cdwaye,  neverthekee,  cmd  it  ie  hereby 
further  enacted  and  declared.  That  the  valua- 
ations  and  assessments  heretofore  made  and  com- 
pleted, or  to  be  made  and  completed,  by  virtue 
of  the  said  act  of  Coneress,  entitled  '*An  act  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and 
internal  duties,"  and  the  said  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  "An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax 
within  the  United  Slates,"  in  relation  to  the  sev- 
eral States  wherein  the  same  has  been  assessed 
or  is  assessing,  shall  be  and  remain  the  valuations 
and  assessments  for  the  said  States,  respectively, 
subject  only  to  the  revision,  eqcuilization,  and 
apportionment,  among  the  several  counties  and 
State  districts,  by  the  board  of  principal  assessors 
hereinafter  constituted,* to  be  made  as  is  hereinafter 
directed,  for  the  purpose  of  levying  and  collecting 
annually  the  direct  tax  by  this  act  laid,  in  the  man- 
ner hereinafter  provided,  until  provision  shall  be 
made  by  law  for  altering,  modifying,  or  abolish- 
ing, the  same.  And  tlie  principal  assessors,  in 
the  said  several  States  wherein  a  direct  tax  nas 
heretofore  been  assessed  as  aforesaid,  shall,  at  the 
time  and  times  herein  and  hereby  prescribed 
for  making  the  valuation  and  assessment  in  the 
States  wherein  a  direct  tax  has  not  heretofore 
been  assessed,  (in  consequence  of  the  legislative 
assumption  or  the  quotas  of  the  direct  tax  by  such 
States,  respectively,)  proceed  to  revise,  and  shall 
revise,  their  several  and  respective  valuations, 
assessments,  and  tax  lists,  correcting  therein  all 
errors,  and  supplying  all  omissions,  which  have 
been  or  shall  be  therein  discovered  and  ascer- 
tained. And  in  making  the  said  revisal  as  afore- 
said, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  principal 
assessors  to  Inquire  and  ascertain  what  transfers 
and  changes  of  property  in  lands,  lots  of  ground, 
dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  have  been  made  ana 
effected,  since  the  time  of  the  original  valuation 
and  assessment  aforesaid ;  and  also  what, changes 
of  residents  and  non-residents  have  occurred ;  and 
also  what  slaves  have  been  born,  or  have  diedi 
or  have  runaway)  or  become  otherwise  Qseless; 
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eipal  assessors  for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  and 
shall  make  and  establish  such  rules  and  regula- 
tioDs  as  to  them  shall  appear  oecessarj  for  carrf - 
lOff  such  purposes  into  effect,  not  being iDConsistent 
With  this  act,  or  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Seo.  17.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted^  That  the 
said  board  of  principal  assessors,  convened  and 
organized  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  may  appoint  a 
suitable  person  or  persons,  to  be  their  clerk  or 
clerks,  who  shall  hold  his  or  their  office,  or  offices, 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  said  board  of  principal  as- 
sessors,  and  whose  dutv  it  shall  be  to  receive, 
record,  and  preserve  all  tax  lists,  returns,  and 
other  documents,  delivered  and  made  to  the  said 
board  of  princifMl  assessors,  and  who  shall  take 
an  oath  or  affirmation,  (if  conscientiously  scru- 
pulous of  taking  an  oath,)  faithfully  to  discharge 
his  or  their  trust ;  and  in  default  of  taking  such 
QSth  or  affirmation,  previous  to  entering  on  the 
duties  of  such  appointment,  or  on  failure  to  per- 
form any  part  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  him  or 
them,  respectively,  by  this  act,  he  or  they  shall, 
reapeetively,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Sutes,  to 
be  recovered  in  any  court  having  competent^u- 
risdiction,  and  shall  also  be  removed  from  office. 

6so.  18.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  it 
aball  be  the  duty  of  the  said  clerks  to  record  the 
proceedings  of  the  said  board  of  principal  asses- 
aors.  and  to  enter  on  the  record  the  names  of  such 
of  the  principal  assessors  as  shall  attend  any  gen- 
eral meeting  of  the  board  of  principal  assessors 
for  the  purposes  of  this  act.  And  if  any  principal 
assessor  shall  fail  to  attend  such  general  meeting, 
his  absence  shall  be  noted  on  the  said  record,  and 
he  shall,  for  every  day  he  may  be  absent  there- 
from, forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  for 
tbe  use  of  the  United  States.  And  if  any  prin- 
cipal assessor  shall  fail  or  neglect  to  furnish  the 
said  board  of  principal  assessors,  with  the  lists  of 
valuation  and  enumeration  of  each  assessment 
district  within  his  collection  district,  within  three 
days  after  the  tinae  appointed^  as  aforesaid,  for 
such  general  meeting  ot  the  said  board  of  princi- 
pal assessors,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
$ve  hundred  dollars,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  and  moreover  shall  forfeit  his  compensa- 
tion as  principal  assessor.  And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  clerks  of  the  said  board  of  principal 
ateessors  to  certify,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, an  extract  of  the  minutes  of  the  board, 
ahowing  such  failures  or  neglect,  which  shall  be 
sufficient  evidence  of  the  forfeiture  of  such  com- 
pensation, to  ail  intents  and  purposes:  Pnmded^ 
ahoays^  That  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  exonerate  such  principal 
assessor  or  assessors  irom  the  forfeiture  of  the  said 
compensation,  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  to  him  shall 
appear  just  and  equitable. 

Ssc.  19.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  if  the 
said  board  of  principal  assessors  shall  not,  within 
three  days  after  the  first  meeting  thereof,  as  afore- 
said, be  furnished  with  all  the  lists  of  valuation 
of  the  several  counties  and  State  districts  of  any 
State  or  States,  they  shall,  nevertheless,  proceed 
to  make  out  the  equalization  and  apportionment 


by  this  act  directed,  and  they  shall  assigo  x^mk 
counties  and  State  districts,  the  TtlntMBifi&ct 
which  shall  not  have  been  farmskcdjiKkniQi- 
tioD  as  they  shall  deem  jnst  and  ri|b(;  ud  tk 
valuation  thus  made  to  boch  coontie  otf  Stiie 
districts,  by  the  board  of  priDciptlunnrishiJ] 
be  final,  and  the  proper  quota  of  direct  Uiy 
be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  imposed  iknoi 
accordingly. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  JuHher  mOei,  Tbiit 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  board  of  prises^ 
assessors,  diligently  and  carefally  toeoBsikiJid 
examine  the  said  Itsts  of  valDatios,uvell:R- 
lation  to  the  States  which  have  beeo  betda 
assessed,  as  in  relation  to  the  States  vhieh  kn 
not  been  heretofore  assessed,  for  the  direct  uif« 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hosdred  tod  fif- 
teen, and  they  shall  have  power  to  reTise.  iJj^ 
and  equalize  the  valuation  of  property  is  it| 
county  or  State  district,  by  adding  ibeRifl,Qr^ 
ducting  therefrom,  such  a  rale  per  cettsa  l< 
shall  render  the  valuation  of  theserenlcoettis 
and  State  districts  j«st  and  eqoitabie:  FrM 
The  relative  valuation  of  property  io  tk  ao! 
county  shall  not  be  changed,  aDle8smuiics|«^ 
or  imperfection  shall  appear  in  aojof  tbe^s 
valuation,  in  which  case  the  said  m^fi?^ 
pal  assessors  shall  have  power  to  correct tkas^ 
as  to  them  shall  appear  just  and  right.  AW^^ 
consequence  of  any  re vi sal,  change, u^ii^^ 
of  the  said  valuation,  any  ineooalitf  shili»?n- 
duced  in  the  apportionment  oi  the  said  ^^^^ 
to  the  several  States,  as  aforesaid,  it  sbiilKtK 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tretsory  tar^ 
the  same  to  Congress,  to  the  inteftl  itat  pra^iM 
may  be  made  by  law  for  rectiffiog  oA » 
quality.  ^ 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  Jurther  enaetd  Tl«^ 
soon  as  the  said  board  of  principal  vsesass^ 
have  completed  the  adjustment  and  «lr^ 
of  the  valuation  aforesaid,  they  sbiUproc^!; 
apportion  to  each  county  and  Suts^^^^^ 
proper  quota  of  direct  tax,  and  theyslul  ay^ 
same  upon  all  the  subjects  of  direct  ^xosui 
herein  prescribed,  within  their  respeciiTecs*^^ 
and  State  districts,  according  to  the  ¥^^T^ 
this  act,  80  as  to  raise  upon  each  coooty"^^ 
district,  a  quota  of  taxes  bearing  tbesiiD«F<^r 
tion  to  the  whole  direct  tax  imposed  on  the^^ 
as  the  valuation  of  such  county  orSiit«fl>'"^ 
bears  to  the  valuation  of  the  Stale.  ADdt^**^ 
board  of  principal  assessors  shall,  witftin  tfes\, 
days  after  the  time  appointed  by  theSecretan^ 
the  Treasury  for  their  first  meeiiBg,coiniiM«<^ 
said  apportionment,  and  shall  record  tbe  sa^j 
they  shall  thereupon  further  delirer  lo  eicfi  p 
cipal  assessor  a  certificate  of  sachtppornwE  ' 
together  with  the  general  lists  by  the  ^f^ 
assessors  respectively  presented  to  tw  ^^^ 
aforesaid,  and  transmit  to  the  Secretary  c<  ^ 
Treasury  a  certificate  of  the  tj^nop^f^' 
them  made  as  aforesaid;  and  the priocipAi »^ 
sors,  respectively,  shall  thereupon  F^^^if 
vise  their  respective  lists,  and  alter  m^ J"*!,!. 
nme  in  all  respecis  conformable  to  laerj 
aforesaid  by  the  said  board  o(  fl^ 
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isessors;  and  the  said  principal  assessors^  re- 
ject 1 7ely,  shall  make  out  lists  contaroioff  the 
ims  payable,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
:t,  upon  eyery  object  of  taxation  in  and  for  each 
»llection  district ;  which  lists  shall  contain  the 
ime  of  each  person  residing  within  the  said  dis- 
ict,  owning,  or  having  the  care  or  aaperintend- 
ice  of,  property  Wing  within  the  said  district, 
hich  is  liable  to  the  said  taz^  when  sach  person 

persons  are  known,  together  with  the  sums 
yable  b^  each ;  and  where  there  is  any  prop- 
ty  within  any  collection  district,  liable  to  the 
ynoent  tff  the  said  tax,  not  owned  or  occupied 

or  under  the  superintendence  of  any  person 
si  dent  therein,  there  shall  be  a  separate  list  of 
ch  property,  specifying  the  sum  payable,  and 
e  names  of  the  respective  proprietors,  where 
own.  And  the  said  principal  assessors  shall 
rnisb,  to  the  collector  of  the  several  collection 
(tricts  respectively,  within  thirty-five  days  after 
e  apportionment  is  completed  as  aforesaid,  a 
rtified  copy  of  such  list  or  lists  for  their  proper 
llection  aistricts.  And  in  default  of  perform- 
ce  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  the  board  of  asses- 
rs  and  principal  assessors,  respectively,  by  this 
:cioo,  they  shall,  severally  and  individually, 
'fcit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to 
9  use  of  the  United  States^  to  be  recovered  in 

L court  ha  vine  competent  jurisdiction:  And  it 
reby  enacted  and  declared,  That  the  valua- 
n  J  assessment^  equalization,  and  apportionment, 
i(f  e  by  the  said  board  of  principal  assessors,  as 
sresaid,  shall  be  and  remain  in  full  force  and 
•eration  for  laying,  levying,  and  collecting, 
arly  and  every  year,  the  annual  direct  tax  bv 
is  act  laid  and  imposed,  until  altered,  modified, 

abolished  by  law. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  each 
llector,  on  receiving  a  Ibt  as  aforesaid,  from  the 
id  principal  assessors,  respectively,  shall  sub- 
ribe  three  receipts,  one  of  which  shall  be  given 

a  full  and  correct  copy  of  such  list,  which  list 
all  be  delivered  by  him  to,  and  shall  remain 
ith,  the  principal  assessor  of  his  collection  dis- 
ct,  and  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any 
rsoD  who  may  apply  to  inspect  the  same,  and 
e  other  two  receipts  shall  be  given  on  a^^re- 
te  statements  of  the  lists  aforesaid,  exhibiting 
e  gross  amount  of  taxes  to  be  collected  in  each 
unty  or  State  district  contained  in  the  coUec- 
)n  district,  one  of  which  aggregate  statements 
d  receipts  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary, 
d  the  other  to  the  Comptroller,  of  the  Trea* 

Sea.  23.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  each 
ikector,  before  reeeivine  any  list,  as  aforesaid, 
r  collection,  shall  give  bond,  with  one  or  more 
od  and  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the 
>mptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  amount  of 
i  taxes  assessed  in  the  collection  district,  for 
lich  he  has  been  or  may  be  appointed,  which 
nd  shall  be  payable  to  the  United  States,  with 
adition  for  the  true  and  faithful  discharge  of 
;  duties  of  his  office,  according  to  law,  and  par- 
ularly  for  the  due  collection  and  payment  of 
moneys  assessed  upon  such  district ;  and  the 


said  bond  shall  be  transmitted  to,  and  deposited 
in,  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury : 
Prandedaiwaya,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  deemed  to  annul,  or  in  anywise  to  im- 

eair,  the  obligation  of  the  bond  heretofore  giveii 
y  anjr  collector ;  but  the  same  shall  be  and  re- 
main m  full  force  and  virtue,  anything  in  this  act 
to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  any  wise,  notwith- 
standing. 

Sac.  24.  And  be  Ufurtha*  enacted.  That  the 
annual  amount  of  taxes  so  assessed,  shall  be  and  re- 
main alien  upon  all  lands  and  other  real  eslate,and 
all  slaves,  of  the  individuals  who  may  be  assessed 
for  the  same,  during  two  years  after  the  time  it 
shall  anauallv  become  due  and  payable ;  and  the 
said  lien  shall  extend  to  each  and  every  part  of 
all  tracts  or  lots  of  land,  or  dwelling-houses,  not* 
withstanding  the  same  may  have  been  divided  or 
alienated  in  part. 

Sac.  25.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  each 
collector  shall  be  authorized  to  appoint,  by  an  in- 
strument of  writing  under  his  hand  and  seal,  aa 
many  deputies  as  he  may  think  proper,  assigning 
to  each  deputy^  by  that  instrument  of  writing, 
such  portion  of  his  collection  district  as  he  may 
think  proper,  and  also  to  revoke  the  powers  of  any 
deputy,  giving  public  notice  thereof  in  that  por^ 
tion  of  the  district  assigned  to  such  deputy ;  and 
such  deputy  shall  have  the  like  authority,  in  eve- 
ry respect,  to  collect  the  direct  tax,  so  assessed 
within  the  portion  of  the  district  assigned  tohim^ 
which  is  by  this  act  vested  in  the  collector  him- 
self; but  each  collector  shall,  in  every  respect,  be 
responsible,  both  to  the  United  States  and  to  in* 
dividuals,  as  the  case  may  be,  for  all  moneys 
collected,  and  for  every  act  done,  as*deputy  col- 
lector, by  any  of  his  deputies,  whilst  acting -as 
such :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  prevent  any  collector  from  collecting,  him- 
self, the  whole,  or  any  part,  of  the  tax  so  assessed, 
and  payable  in  his  district. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
of  the  said  collectors,  or  his  depuiit* s,  shall,  within 
ten  days  aftier  receiving  his  collection  list  from 
the  principal  assessors,  respectively,  as  aforesaid, 
and,  annually,  within  ten  days  after  he  shall  be 
so  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
advertise,  in  one  newspaper  printed  in  his  collec- 
tion district,  if  any  there  be,  and  by  notifications 
to  be  posted  up  in  at  least  four  public  places  in 
his  collection  district,  that  the  said  tax  has  become 
due  and  payable,  and  state  the  times  and  places 
at  which  he  or  they  will  attend  to  receive  the 
same,  which  shall  be  within  twenty  days  after 
such  notification;  and,  with  respect  to  persons 
who  shall  not  attend,  according  to  such  notifica- 
tions, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  collector,  in 
person  or  by  deputy,  to  apply  once,  at  their  re- 
spective dwellings,  within  such  district,  and  there 
demand  the  taxes  payable^ by  such  persons,  which 
application  shall  be  made  with  in  sixty  days  after 
the  receipt  of  the  collection  lists,  as  aforesaid,  or 
after  the  receipt  of  the  requisition  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  collect- 
ors; and  if  the  said  taxes  shall  not  be  then  paid, 
or  within  twenty  days  thereafter,  it  shall  be  law- 
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fal  for  saeh  collector,  or  his  deputies,  to  proceed 
to  collect  the  said  taxes  by  distress  aod  sale  of  the 
gitioit,  chattels,  or  effects,  of  the  persons  delin- 
quent, as  aforesaid.    And,  in  case  or  such  distress, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  charged  with 
the  collection,  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  an 
account  of  the  goods  or  chattels  which  may  be 
distrained,  a  copy  of  which,  signed  bv  the  officer 
making  such  distress,  shall  be  leftwitn  the  owner 
or  possessor  of  such  goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  or 
at  nis  or  her  dwelling,  with  a  note  of  the  sum 
demanded,  and  the  time  and  place  of  sale ;  and 
the  said  officer  shall  forthwith  cause  a  notification 
to  be  publicly  posted  up  at  two  of  the  taverns 
nearest  the  residence  of  the  person  whose  prop- 
•erty  shall  be  distrained,  or  at  the  court-house  of 
the  same  county,  if  not  more  than  ten  miles  dis- 
tant, which  notice  shall  specify  the  articles  dis- 
trained, and  the  time  and  place  proposed  for  the 
sale  thereof,  which  time  shall  not  be  less  than 
ten  days  from  the  date  of  such  notification,  and 
the  place  proposed  for  sale  not  more  than  fife 
miles  distant  from  the  |)lace  of  making  such  dis- 
tress: Promdedj  That,  in  any  case  of  distress,  for 
the  payment  of  the  duties  aforesaid,  the  goods, 
chattels,  or  effects,  so  distrained,  shall  and  may 
be  restored  to  the  owner  or  possessor,  if,  prior  to 
the  sale  thereof,  payment,  or  tender  thereof,  shall 
be  made  to  the  proper  officer  charged  wita  the 
collection,  of  the  full  amount  demanded,  together 
with  such  fee  for  lefyioff,  and  such  sum  for  the 
necessary  and  reasooabk  expense  of  remofing 
and  keeping  the  goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  so  dis- 
trained, as  may  to  allowed  in  like  cases  by  the 
laws  or  practice  of  the  State  wherein  the  distress 
shall  have  been  made ;  but,  in  case  of  non-pay- 
ment or  tender  as  aforesaid,  the  said  officer  shall 
proceed  to  sell  the  said  ffoods,chattels,  or  effects,  at 
public  auction,  and  shall  and  may  reuin  from  the 
proceeds  of  such  sale,  the  amount  demandable  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  with  the  necessary 
and  reasonable  expenses  of  distress  and  sale,  and 
a  commission  of  UTe  per  centum  thereon,  for  his 
own  use,  rendering  the  overplus,  if  any  there  be, 
to  the  person  whose  goods,  chattels,  or  effects, 
shall  have  been  distrained:  Provided^  That  it 
ahall  not  be  lawful  to  make  distress  of  the  tools 
or  implements  of  a  trade  or  profession^  beasts  of 
the  plough  necessary  for  the  cultivation  of  im- 
pvoved  lands,  arms,  or  household  furniture,  or  ap* 
parel  necessary  for  a  family. 

Sbc.27.  And  be  it fiirther  enacted^  That  when- 
ever goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  sufficient  to  satisfy 
any  ux  upon  dwelling-houses  or  lands,  and  their 
improvements,  owned,  occupied, or  superintended, 
by  persons  known  or  residing  within  the  same 
collection  district,  cannot  be  found,  the  collector 
having  first  advertised  the  same  for  thirty  days  in 
a  newspaper  printed  within  the  collection  dis- 
trict, if  such  there  be,  and  havios  posted  up,  in 
at  least  ten  public  places  within  the  same,  a  no- 
tification of  the  intended  sale,  thirty  days  pre- 
vious thereto,  shall  proceed  to  sell,  at  public  sale, 
so  much  of  the  said  property  as  may  be  necessary 
to  satisfy  the  taxes  doe  thereon,  together  with  an 
addition  of  twenty  per  centum  to  the  said  taxes. 


But  in  all  cases  where  the  property  liifale  to 1 1- 
rect  tax  under  this  act,  or  the  saidie(flfC» 
gress,  entitled  '^  Ao  act  to  lay  and  coiketidinet 
tax  within  the  United  States,"  shiU  m  be  di- 
visible, so  as  to  enable  the  collector,  ^lak  of 
part  thereof,  to  raise  the  whole  amoofittfiktu, 
with  all  costs,  charges,  and  eomiaisBa  t&e 
whole  of  such  property  shall  be  soU^uii^gi- 
plus  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  after  auTug 
the  tax,  cost^  charges,  and  commudoBs^syi^ 
paid  to  the  owner  of  the  pn>pertf,orysi(|ii 
representatives,  or  if  he  or  toey  cuBot  ix:^ 
or  refuse  to  receive  the  same,  then  soebss^ 
shall  be  deposited  in  the  Treisory  of  the  Z^ 
States,  to  be  there  held  for  the  use  of  theowis 
or  his  legal  representatives,  aotil  be  or  :k) 
shall  make  application  therdfor  to  the  S«cretcj 
of  the  Treasury,  who,  upon  soeh  t^^ 
shall,  by  warrant  on  the  Treasurer,  ctme  tk 
same  to  be  paid  to  the  applicsnt  Andifisi 
property  advertised  for  sale  ssaforeaiiLeaait 
be  sold  for  the  amount  of  the  tax  doe  thorn. 
with  the  said  additional  twencj  per  mi 
thereto,  the  collector  shall  purchase  ilM!i«»ii 
behalf  of  the  United  Sutes  for  the  amollB:lk(^ 
said:  Provided^  That  the  owner  orsapdKaf 
ent  of  the  property  aforesaid,  after  theaisett^ 
have  been  as  aforesaid  advertised  for  ale,  i^ 
before  it  shall  have  been  actatUy  soll^ii^ 
allowed  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  lut^r^ 
with  an  addition  of  ten  per  eeotam  »^^ 
on  the  payment  of  which  the  saletiot^ 
property  shall  not  take  place:  Fmd^- 
That  the  owners,  their  heirs,  execauus,  or  i^' 
istrators,  or  any  person  on  their  behal£s&^^^> 
liberty  to  redeem  the  lands  and  other  ^ 
sold  as  aforesaid,  within  two  years froatluQS^ 
of  sale,  upon  payment  to  the  collector. kvi^ 
use  of  the  purchaser,  his  heirs,  or  y»^.^f 
amount  paid  by  such  purchaser,  withiittresi'^ 
the  same,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  per  edaapi^ 
annum ;  and  no  deed  shall  be  giTeniipsi^. 
of  such  sale,  until  the  time  of  redeap(i«^ 
have  expired.  And  the  collector  shiillK»^* 
distinct  account  of  the  charges  iocorredinoSff' 
ing  and  advertising  for  sale  soeh propertji" 
shall  pay  into  the  Treasury  the  sorplo&u^I 
there  be,  of  the  aforesaid  addition  of  (vettyi^ 
centum,  or  ten  per  centum,  as  tbeeiffDiI^ 
after  defraying  the  charges.  Aod  iaererfev 
of  the  sale  of  real  estate,  which  ^^^ 
under  the  said  act  of  Congress  fortheiffe^ 
and  collection  of  direct  taxes  aad  iBteraildeti» 
or  which  shall  be  made  under  (he  aotbonija 
this  act,  by  the  collectors  or  maishaU,  i»r 
ively,  or  their  lawful  deputies,  respeciiwlMf^ 
any  other  person  or  persons,  the  deeds  for  ik 
tate  so  sold  shall  be  prepared,  made,  eIecQ|^ 
and  proved,  or  acknowledged,  at  the  tio^*^ 
times  prescribed,  in  this  act,  by  the  coUecfoRj; 
spectively,  within  whose  collectioQ  dbm«»^ 
real  estate  shall  be  situated,  in  sach  foro^/'^ 
as  shall  be  authorized  and  required  bf  ^^ 
of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  WwoU^t^* 
in  which  such  real  estate  i»es,  for  naiii^^ 
cuting,  proving,  ahd  acknowiedgiogt  ^ 
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season;  and  the  said  principal  asseasors^  re- 
•eetively,  shall  make  out  lists  eootainioff  the 
:ms  payable,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
t.  upon  everjr  object  of  taxation  in  and  for  each 
llection  district ;  which  lists  shall  contain  the 
ime  of  each  person  residing  within  the  said  dis- 
ct,  owning,  or  having  the  care  or  saperintend- 
ce  of,  property  lying  within  the  said  district, 
liich  is  liable  to  the  said  taZj  when  such  person 

persons  are  known,  together  with  the  sums 
yable  breach;  and  where  there  is  any  prop- 
ly  within  any  collection  district,  liable  to  the 
ymeDt  tff  the  said  tax,  not  owned  or  occupied 

or  under  the  superintendence  of  any  person 
sident  therein,  there  shall  be  a  separate  list  of 
cb  property,  specifying  the  sam  payable,  and 
e  names  of  the  respective  proprietors,  where 
■own.  And  the  said  principal  assessors  shall 
rnish,  to  the  collector  of  the  several  collection 
itricts  respectively,  within  thirty-five  days  after 
e  apportionment  is  completed  as  aforesaid,  a 
rtified  copy  of  such  list  or  lists  for  their  proper 
•llection  aistricts.  And  in  default  of  perform- 
ice  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  the  board  of  asses- 
Ts  and  principal  assessors,  respectiveljr,  by  this 
ction,  they  shall,  severally  and  individually, 
rfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to 
e  use  of  the  United  States,  to  be  recovered  in 
ly  court  bavine  competent  jurisdiction:  And  it 
hereby  enacted  and  decUaw,  That  the  valua- 
m,  assessment^  equalization,  and  apportionment, 
ade  by  the  said  board  of  principal  assessors,  as 
bresaid,  shall  be  and  remain  in  foil  force  and 
)eration  for  laying,  levying,  and  collecting. 
>arly  and  ever^r  year,  the  annual  direct  tax  by 
is  act  laid  and  imposed,  until  altered,  modifiea, 

abolished  by  law. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  each 
lUector,  on  receiving  a  list  as  aforesaid,  from  the 
id  principal  assessors,  respectively,  shall  sub- 
ribe  three  receipts,  one  of  which  shall  be  given 

I  a  full  and  correct  copy  of  such  list,  which  list 
lall  be  delivered  by  him  to,  and  shall  remain 
ith,  the  principal  assessor  of  his  collection  dis- 
ict,  and  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any 
•rson  who  may  apply  to  inspect  the  same,  and 
e  other  two  receipts  shall  be  given  on  a^re- 
ite  statements  of  the  lists  aforesaid,  exhibiting 
e  gross  amount  of  taxes  to  be  collected  in  each 
\inxj  or  State  district  contained  in  the  eollec- 
)Q  district,  one  of  which  aggregate  statements 
id  receipts  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary, 
id  the  other  to  the  Comptroller,  of  the  Trea* 
ry. 

Sec.  23.  And  beitjurther  enacted,  That  each 
(Hector,  before  receiving  any  list,  as  aforesaid, 
r  collection,  shall  give  bond,  with  one  or  more 
)od  and  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the 
omptroUer  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  amount  of 
\e  taxes  assessed  in  the  collection  district,  for 
'hich  he  has  been  or  may  be  appointed,  which 
Dod  shall  be  payable  to  the  United  States,  with 
jndition  for  the  true  and  faithful  discharge  of 
le  duties  of  bis  office,  according  to  law,  and  par- 
cularly  for  the  due  collection  and  payment  of 

II  moneys  assessed  upon  such  district ;  and  the 


said  bond  shall  be  transmitted  to,  and  deposited 
ttt,  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury: 
Pnmdedalwaye,  That  nothing  herein  conuined 
shall  be  deemed  to  annul,  or  m  anywise  to  im- 

eair,  the  obligation  of  the  bond  heretofore  given 
y  any  collector ;  bat  the  same  shall  be  and  re- 
main in  full  force  and  virtue,  anything  in  this  act 
to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  any  wise,  notwith- 
standing. 

Sac.  24.  And  be  itjurthet  enacted.  That  the 
annual  amount  of  taxes  so  assessed,  shall  be  and  r^ 
main  a  lien  upon  all  lands  and  other  realesiate,and 
all  slaves,  of  the  individuals  who  may  be  assessed 
for  the  same,  during  two  years  after  the  time  it 
shall  anauallv  become  due  and  pavable ;  and  the 
said  lien  shall  extend  to  each  and  every  part  of 
all  tracts  or  lots  of  land,  or  dwelling-houses,  not* 
withstanding  the  same  may  have  been  divided  or 
alienated  in  part. 

Sbc.  25.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  each 
collector  shall  be  authorized  to  appoint,  by  an  in- 
strument of  writing  under  bis  hand  and  seal,  aa 
many  deputies  as  he  may  think  proper,  assiening 
to  each  deputy^  by  that  instrument  of  writing, 
such  portion  of^  his  collection  district  as  he  may 
think  proper,  and  also  to  revoke  the  powers  of  any 
deputy,  giving  public  notice  thereof  in  that  poi^ 
tion  of  the  district  assigned  to  such  deputy ;  and 
such  deputy  shall  have  the  like  authority,  in  eve- 
ry respect,  to  collect  the  direct  tax,  so  assessed 
within  the  portion  of  the  district  assigned  to  hioDi 
which  is  by  this  act  vested  in  the  collector  him- 
self; but  each  collector  shall,  in  every  respect,  be 
responsible,  both  to  the  United  States  and  to  in*-, 
dividualsy  as  the  case  may  be,  for  all  moneys 
collected,  and  for  every  act  done,  as*deputy  col- 
lector, by  any  of  his  deputies,  whilst  acting -as 
such :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  prevent  any  collector  from  collecting,  him- 
self, the  whole,  or  any  part,  of  the  tax  so  assessed, 
and  payable  in  his  district. 

Sbc.  26.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  each 
of  the  said  collectors,  or  his  deputies^  shall,  within 
ten  days  after  receiving  his  collection  list  from 
the  principal  assessors,  respectively,  as  aforesaid, 
and,  annually,  within  ten  days  after  he  shall  be 
so  required  by  the  Secretary^  of  the  Treasury, 
advertise,  in  one  newspaper  printed  in  his  collec- 
tion district,  if  any  there  be,  and  by  notifications 
to  be  posted  up  in  at  least  four  public  places  in 
his  collection  district,  that  the  said  tax  has  become 
due  and  payable,  and  state  the  times  and  places 
at  which  he  or  they  will  attend  to  receive  the 
same,  which  shall  be  within  twenty  days  after 
such  notification;  and,  with  respect  to  persons 
who  shall  not  attend,  according  to  such  notifica- 
tionsj  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  collector,  in 
person  or  by  deputy,  to  apply  once,  at  their  re- 
spective dwellings,  within  such  district,  and  there 
demand  the  taxes  payable^by  such  persons,  which 
application  shall  bie  made  within  sixty  days  after 
the  receipt  of  the  collection  lists,  as  aforesaid,  or 
after  the  receipt  of  the  requisition  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  collect- 
ors; and  if  the  said  taxes  shall  not  be  then  paid, 
or  within  twenty  days  thereafter,  it  shall  be  law- 


1876 


APPENDIX. 


1811 


PubUc  AcU  of  Congrem. 


collected  within  the  said  term  ;  and  each  of  the 
said  collectors  shall  complete  the  collection  of 
all  sums  andoally  assigned  to  him  for  collection 
as  aforesaid,  shall  pay  orer  the  fame  into  the 
Treasary.  and  shall  render  his  final  accoant  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  within  six  months  from 
and  after  the  day  when  he  t^hall  have  receifed 
the  collection  lists  from  the  said  board  of  princi- 
pal assessors,  or  the  said  requisition  of  the  Seore- 
ury  of  the  Treasury  as  aforesaid:  Pravidtd^ 
Amoeoer,  That  the  period  of  one  year  and  three 
montlis,  from  the  said  annual  day,  shall  be  an- 
nually allowed  to  the  collector  designated  in  each 
Slate  as  aforesaid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, with  respect  to  the  taxes  contained  in  the 
list  transmitted  to  him  by  the  other  collectors  as 
aforesaid. 

Sbc.  2EL  And  be  itjuriher  enacted.  That  each 
collector  shall  be  charged  with  the  whole  amount 
of  taxes  by  him  receipted,  whether  contained  in 
the  lists  delivered  to  him  by  the  principal  asses- 
sors, respectively,  or  transmitted  to  him  by  other 
collectors;  and  shall  be  allowed  credit  for  the 
amount  of  taxes  contained  in  the  lists  transmitted 
in  the  manner  above  provided  to  other  collectors, 
and  by  them  receipted  as  aforesaid,  and  also  for 
the  taxes  of  such  persons  as  may  hare  absconded, 
or  become  insolvent,  subsequent  to  the  date  of 
the  assessment,  and  prior  to  the  day  \rhen  the 
tax  ought,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
to  have  been  collected :  Provided^  That  it  shall 
be  proven,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury,  that  due  diligence  was  used  by 
the  collector,  and  that  no  property  was  left  from 
which  the  tax  could  have  been  recovered.  And 
each  collector,  designated  in  each  State  as  afore- 
said by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shall  re- 
ceive credit  for  the  taxes  due  for  all  tracts  of  land 
which,  after  being  offered  by  him  for  sale  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  shall  or  may  have  been  purchased 
hy  htm  in  behalf  of  the  United  Slates. 

Sbc.  33.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  if 
any  collector  shall  fail,  either  to  collect  or  to  ren- 
der his  account,  or  to  pay  over  in  the  manner,  or 
within  the  times,  hereinbefore  provided,  it  shall 
he  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  imme- 
diately after  such  delinquency,  to  issue  a  warrant 
of  distress  against  such  delinquent  collector  and 
his  sureties,  directed  to  the  marshal  of  the  district, 
therein  expressing  the  amount  of  the  taxes  with 
which  the  said  collector  is  chargeable,  and  the 
sums,  if  any,  which  have  been  paid.  And  the  said 
marsiial.  himselAor  by  hisdepoty,  immediately  pro- 
ceed to  levy  and  collect  the  sum  which  may  re- 
niain  due,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and 
chattels,  or  anv  personal  effects,  of  the  delinquent 
collector;  and  for  want  of  goods,  chattels,  or 
effects,  aforesaid,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  said 
warrant,  the  same  may  be  levied  on  the  person  of 
the  collector,  who  may  be  committed  to  prison, 
there  to  remain  until  discharged  in  due  course 
of  law:  And  furthermore,  notwithstanding  the 
commitment  of  the  collector  to  prison  as  afore- 
said, or  if  he  abscond,  and  goods,  chattels,  and 
effects,  cannot  be  found  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 


sard  warrant,  the  said  marshal,  or  tis 
shall  and  may  proceed  to  levy  ni  eoiJbei  tk 
sum  which  remains  due.  by  dntrea  utfaiec^ 
the  goods  and  chattels,  or  aov  pemilefict^sf 
the  surety  or  sureties  of  the  oeliDqinteiifetor. 
And  the  amount  of  the  sons  doe  frosajcoi- 
lector,  as  aforesaid,  shall,  and  the  saneiRieRkf 
declared  to  be.  a  lien  upon  the  Unds  ladnio- 
tate  of  such  collector  and  hissoretiff^ntiitae 
shall  tw  discharged  aceordingtolaw.  Aadlinat 
of  goods  and  chattels,  or  other  penoialeftttJ 
such  collector,  or  his  sureties,  sofideBt  vnad^ 
any  warrant  of  distress,  issued  porsout  ntk 
preceding  section  of  this  act,  the  JaKb  udisi 
estate  of  such  collector  and  his  mmiftorB 
much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  for  aio/fig 
the  said  warrant,  after  being  adrertisni  for  iila< 
three  weeks,  in  not  less  than  three  poUciilin 
in  the  collection  district,  and  is  one  ww^ 
printed  in  the  county  or  dbtriet,  if  lofiberek 
prior  to  the  proposed  time  of  sale,  any  uishS 
be  sold  by  the  marshal  or  bis  deputy;  uiki 
lands  and  real  esuie^sold  in  pursotaeveftte 
authority  aforesaid,  the  conveytoeesof  ikeas; 
shals,  or  their  deputies,  executed  iodoefsss 
law,  shall  give  a  valid  title  agaisit  iHpeas 
claiming  under  delinquent  eoUeetsc^ff^ 
sureties,  aforesaid.  And  all  moneys thtsif»- 
main  of  the  proceeds  of  such  8ale,aficrs<>^ 
the  said  warrant  of  distress,  aad  piji^^^ 
sonahle  costs  and  charges  of  sale, m^^ 
turned  to  the  proprietor  of  the  laadsornlc^ 
sold  as  aforesaid.  , 

Sbo.  34.  And  be  iijurtker  enaOed,  Tto «« 
and  every  collector,  or  his  deputy,  wfeoimtf- 
ercise  or  be  guilty  of  any  extortion  or  opp«** 
under  color  of  this  act.  or  shall  deaii>^«<^" 
greater  sums  than  shall  be  autborixH^rdiKi^ 
shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  sum  not  a»j^^ 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  recovered,  by i»»''^ 
use  of  the  party  injured  with  costs  oif^M*'^ 
court  having  competent  jurisdicu«)*»** 
and  every  collector  or  his  deputies  stafi  t^\^ 
ceipu  for  all  sums  by  them  collected  uiT«>^ 
in  pursuance  of  this  act.  ^  ^ 

Sbc.  35.  And  be  iijurtker  emuUd,  '^^ 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  for  (be  «m^ 
formed  under  this  act,  to  each  pnDciFBl>^ 
two  dollars  for  every  day  employed  a^^- 
the  necessary  arrangements  aougiriBg^Be^ 
sary  instructions  to  the  assistant  tssessors(<^ 
valuations;  three  dollars  for  every  day  flupv 
in  making  revised  valuations  and  (ax  lut$>  ^^ 
an  assessment  and  valuation  bare  beretffior«^ 
made,  and  in  hearing  appeals  and  makiDgooi  _^ 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this «(,  of*^^ 
nal  assessments  and  valnatioas;  vid^^^^^ 
for  every  hundred  uxable  persons  co»»j*^ 
the  tax  list,  as  delivered  by  him  w.'^*^*^^ 
of  principal  assessors;  to  each  asas(M(«*^  ; 
two  dollars  for  every  day  actually  efflpi^^^ 
collecting  lists  and  making  valua(ioDs,(befie, 
of  days  necessary  for  that  poroose  ^^^^f 
by  the  principal  assessor,  aoU  spp^®^^^ 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury;  «»dtbre«J^ 
for  every  hundred  taxable  penm  cont*^ 
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'gain  and  sale,  or  other  cooveyances  for  the 
nsfer  and  cooTef  ance  of  real  estate.  Aod  for 
sry  deed,  so  prepared,  made,  execated,  prored. 
i  acknowledged,  the  parch^ser  or  grantee  shall 
r  to  the  collector  the  sum  of  fiye  dollars  for  the 
!  of  the  collector,  marshal,  or  other  person, 
!Cting  the  sale  of  the  real  estate  thereby  con- 
red. 

;ec.  28.  And  be  UJurther  enacted^  That,  with 
pect  to  the  property  lying  within  any  coUec- 
1  district,  not  ownedj  or  occupied,  or  soperin- 
ded,  by  some  person  residing  in  such  collection 
:ric^  and  on  which  the  tax  shall  not  hare  been 
d  to  the  collector  within  ninety  days  after  the 
r  on  which  he  shall  have  received  the  collec- 

I  list  from  the  said  principal  assessors,  respect- 
ly,  as  aforesaid,  or  the  requisition  of  the  Sec- 
iry  of  the  Treasury,  as  aforesaid,  the  collector 

II  transmit  lists  of  the  same  to  one  of  the  col- 
tors  within  the  same  State,  to  be  designated 
that  purpose  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
' :  and  the  collector,  who  shall  have  been  thus 
ignated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shall 
Qsmit  receipts  for  all  the  lists  received,  as 
resaid,  to  the  collector  transmitting  the  same, 
d  the  collectors  thus  designated  in  each  State 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shall  cause  no- 
sations  of  the  taxes  due  as  atoresaid,  and  con- 
led  In  the  lists  thus  transmitted  to  them,  to  be 
)lished,  for  sixty  days,  in  at  least  one  of  the 
irspapers  published  in  the  State;  and  the  own- 
of  the  property  on  which  such  taxes  may  be 
!y  shall  be  permitted  to  pay  to  such  collector 

said  tax,  with  an  addition  of  ten  per  centum 
reon :  Provided^  That  such  payment  is  made 
bin  one  year  after  the  day  on  which  the  col- 
or of  the  district  where  such  property  lies, 

notified  that  the  tax  had  become  oue  on  the 

(EC.  29.  And  he  it  further  enacUd^  That  when 
'  tax,  as  aforesaid)  shall  have  remained  unpaid 
the  term  of  one  year,  as  aforesaid,  the  collec- 
in  the  State  where  the  property  lies,  and  who 
11  have  been  designated  by  the  Secretary  of 
Treasury  as  aforesaid,  having  first  advertised 
same  for  sixty  days,  in  at  least  one  newspa- 
in  the  State,  shall  proceed  to  sell,  at  public 
;,  so  much  of  the  saia  property  as  may  be  ne- 
sary  to  satisfy  the  taxes  due  thereon,  together 
h  an  addition  of  twenty  per  centum  thereon ; 
if  such  property  is  not  divisible,  as  aforesaid, 
whole  thereof  shall  be  sold  and  accounted  for 
manner  hereinbefore  provided.  If  the  prop- 
f  advertised  for  sale  cannot  be  sold  for  the 
ount  of  the  tax  due  thereon,  with  the  said  ad- 
on  thereon,  the  collector  shall  purchase  the 
le  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  such 
ount  and  addition.  And  the  collector  shall 
der  a  distinct  account  of  the  charges  incurred 
Dfiferiog  and  advertising  for  sale  such  property, 
1  pay  into  the  Treasury  the  surplus,  if  any,  of 
aforesaid  addition  of  ten  or  twenty  per  cen- 
1,  as  the  case  may  be,  after  defraying  the  said 
rges. 

\eo.  30.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
tfCCors,  designated,  as  aforesaidi  by  the  Secre- 


tary of  the  Treasury,  shall  depoaite  with  the 
clerks  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  respective  States,  and  within  which  dis- 
trict the  property  lies,  correct  lists  of  the  tracts  of 
land,  or  other  real  property,  sold  by  virtue  of  this 
act  for  non-payment  of  taxes,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  owners,  or  presumed  owners,  or 
the  purchasers,  of  the  same,  at  the  public  sales 
aforesaid,  and  of  the  amount  paid  by  such  pur* 
chasers  for  the  same ;  the  owners,  their  heirs,  ex- 
ecutors, or  administrators,  or  any  person  in  their 
behalf,  shall  have  liberty  to  redeem  the  lands  or 
other  property  sold  as  aforesaid,  within  two  years 
from  the  time  of  sale,  unon  payment,  to  the  clerk 
aforesaid,  for  the  use  or  the  purchaser,  his  heirs, 
or  assigns,  of  the  amount  paid  by  such  purchaser 
for  the  said  land,  or  other  real  property,  with  in- 
terest for  the  same,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  per  cen- 
tum per  annum,  and  of  a  commission  of  five  per 
centum  on  such  payment,  for  the  use  of  the  clerk 
aforesaid.  The  clerk  shall,  on  application,  pay 
to  the  purchasers  the  money  thus  paid  for  their 
use ;  and  the  collectors,  respectively,  shall  give 
deeds  for  the  lands  or  property  aforesaid,  to  the 
purchasers  entitled  to  the  same,  in  all  cases  where 
the  same  shall  not  have  been  redeemed  within 
two  years,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  original  owners 
thereof,  or  their  legal  representatives.  And  the 
said  clerks  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the 
purchaser,  for  his  own  use,  the  sum  of  one  dollar, 
m  addition  to  the  sum  hereinbefore  made  pay- 
able to  the  collector,  for  every  such  deed,  to  be 
paid  on  the  delivery  thereof  to  such  purchasers. 
And  in  all  cases  where  lands  may  be  sold  under 
this  act  for  the  payment  of  taxes,  belonging  to  in- 
fants, persons  of  insane  mind,  married  women, 
or  persons  beyond  sea,  such  persons  shall  have 
the  term  of  two  years,  after  their  respective  dis- 
abilities shall  have  been  removed,  or  their  return 
to  the  United  States,  to  redeem  lands  thus  sold, 
on  their  paying  into  the  clerk's  office  aforesaid 
the  amount  paid  by  the  purchaser,  together  with 
ten  per  centum  per  annum  $  and  on  their  pay- 
ment to  the  purchaser  of  the  land  aforesaid,  a 
compensation  for  ail  improvements  he  may  have 
made  on  the  premises,  subsequent  to  his  purchase, 
the  value  of  which  improvements  to  oe  ascer- 
tained by  three  or  more  neichboriog  freeholders, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  clerk  aforesaid,  who,  on 
actual  view  of  the  premises,  shall  assess  the  value 
of  such  improvements,  on  their  oaths,  and  make 
a  return  of  such  valuation  to  the  clerk  immedi- 
ately. And  the  clerk  of  the  court  shall  receive 
such  compensation  for  his  services  herein,  to  be 
paid  by,  and  received  from,  the  parties,  like  costs 
of  suit,  as  the  judge  of  the  district  court  shall,  in 
that  respect,  tax  and  allow. 

Sec.  31.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
several  collectors  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  every 
month  after  they  shall,  respectively,  commence 
their  collections,  in  the  next  and  every  ensuing 
year,  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a 
statement  of  the  collections  made  by  them,  re- 
spectively, within  the  month,  and  pay  over,  quar- 
terly, or  sooner,  if  required  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  tne  moneys  by  them  respectively 
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gradaalljr  to  reduce,  and  ereDtaaily  to  eztingfuh, 
the  pabhc  debt,  contracted,  and  to  be  contracted, 
the  direct  tax  by  this  act  laid  shall  continue  to  be 
laid,  levied,  and  collected,  doriog  the  presentVar 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  firitain,  and 
until  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be  eompletelf 
accomplisbed,  anything  in  the  said  act  of  Con- 
gress to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  anywise  notwith- 
standing. And,  for  the  effectual  application  of 
the  revenue  to  be  raised  by  and  from  the  said  di- 
rect tax  laid  by  this  act,  and  also  by  and  from  the 
direct  tax  laid  by  the  said  act  of  Congress,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within 
the  United  States,"  to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  in 
due  form  of  law,  the  faith  of  tne  United  States  is 
hereby  pledged:  Provided  alwxya.  That  when- 
ever Congress  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  alter, 
reduce,  or  change,  the  said  direct  tax,  by  this  act 
laid,  it  shall  be  lawful  so  to  do,  upon  providing 
and  substituting  by  law,  at  the  said  time,  and  for 
the  same  purposes,  other  taxes  or  duties,  which 
shall  be  equally  productive  with  the  direct  tax  so 
altered,  reduced^  or  changed :  And  jfromdedJuT' 
ther.  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be 
deemed  or  construed,  in  anywise,  to  rescind  or  im- 
pair any  8|>eci6c  appropriation  of  the  said  direct 
taxes,  or  either  of  them ;  but  such  appropriation 
shall  remain  and  be  carried  into  effect,  according 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  law  and 
laws  making  the  same,  anything  in  this  act  to 
the  contrary  thereof,  in  anywise,  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  42.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  anticipate  the  collection  and  receipt  of  the 
direct  tax,  laid  and  imposed  by  this  act,  and  by 
the  said  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *'An  act  to  lay 
and  collect  a  direct  ux  within  the  United  States,'' 
bjr  obtaining  a  loan  upon  the  pledge  of  the  said 
direct  taxes,  or  either  of  them  for  the  reimburse- 
ment thereof,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  six 
millions  of  dollars,  and  at  a  rate  of  interest  not 
exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum.  And  any 
bank  or  banks  now  incorporated,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  incorporated,  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  is,  and  are  hereby,  authorized 
to  make  such  loan:  Provided  alipay,  and  iti§ 
exptrmehf  declared^  That  the  money  so  obtained 
upon  loan  shall  be  applied  to  the  purposes  afore- 
said, to  which  the  said  direct  taxes,  so  to  be 
pledged,  are  by  this  act  applied  and  appropriated, 
and  to  no  other  purposes  whatsoever. 

Approved,  January  9, 1815. 


An  Act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Oovemment,  end  maintaining  the 
public  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  various  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  manufootored  within  the  United 
States. 

Beit  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  ex- 
piration of  ninety  days  subsequent  to  the  passing 
of  this  act.  there  shall  be  paid  upon  allgoods. 
wares^  and  merchandise,  of  the  following  de- 
scriptions, which  shall  thereafter  be  manufac- 
tured or  made  for  sale  within  the  United  States, 


or  the  Territories  thereof  the  leipctiRdfiE 
following,  that  is  to  aay : 

Pig  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar. 

Castings  of  iron,  per  ton,  oae  dolk  ni  % 
cents. 

Bar  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar. 

Rolled  or  slit  iron,  per  ton,  oae  doik. 

Nails,  bnds,  and  spnga,  other  diu  ttaeuillf 
denominated  wrought,  per  pooadfOseea'.. 

Candles  of  white  wax,  or  in  put  of  vteni 
other  wax,  per  pound  five  cents. 

Mould  candles  of  tallow,  or  of  wix,otkffdii! 
white,  or  in  part  of  each,  per  poaad  tkraesi 

Hats  and  cape,  in  whole  or  in  put  of  la» 
wool,  or  furs;  bonnets  in  whole  or  k  pr.s 
wool  or  fur,  if  above  two  doUanii  nlote^ 
per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Hats  of  chip  or  wood,  covered  with  slk  7 
other  nuterials,  or  not  covered,  if  tberetn^ 
lars  in  value,  eight  per  centum  td  nloreB. 

Umbrellas  and  parasols,  if  abore  tkvistu 
two  dollars,  eight  per  centum  ad  nlofta. 

Paper,  three  per  centum  ad  valorea. 

Playing  and  visiting  cards,  fifty  per  ecinai^ 
valorem. 

Saddles  and  bridles,  six  perceatoma^nliA 

Boots  and  bootees,  exceeding  firedoLisF 
pair  in  value,  five  per  centum  ad  rtbRs. 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter,  six  per  eeatood  nis» 

Tobacco,  manufactured  cigan,  udmCno* 
ty  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Leather,  including  therein  all  hidtfUJ<itf< 
whether  tanned,  uwed,  dressed,  «^^ 
made,  on  the  original  manofsctore  ^^^ 
per  centum  ad  valorem;  which  ttiddBtiaaii 
be  paid  by  the  owner  or  occupier  of  tbebo^ 
or  vessels  in  which,  or  of  the  oseiui*  aj 
ments,  or  utensils,  wherewitfi  the  siii  P^ 
wares,  and  merchandise,  shall  barebRiX'*^ 
factured  or  made,  or  by  the  aceot  or  oj^ 
dent  thereof;  the  amount  thereof ^)V'|J 
any  one  person,  at  any  one  time,  if  ss^  <^^' 
inff  twenty  dollars  shall,  and  if  ex««^?^ 
dollars  may,  be  paid  in  money,  withi^nt^ 
of  two  per  centum,  at  the  time  of  ^^^^ 
accounts  of  the  articles  so  cbsigeablevia^ 
required  to  be  rendered  by  the  secooiseci'^^ 
this  act^  or  without  deduction  at  the  oat  w^ 
quent  time  prescribed  for  renderiogsuchtecflO* 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  fukher  enacted,  T^t^, 
person  who,  from  and  after  the  opj^f*^ 
ninetv  davs  subsequent  to  the  pwi^^f^* 
shall  be  the  owner  or  occupier  of  asf  ^ 
or  vessel,  or  machine,  implement,  or  atttfli- 
or  intended  to  be  used  for  the  nuDoliennH' 
making  of  such  goods,  wares,  aod  ^^r^ 
or  either  of  them,  or  who  shall  hareiaei  i^ 
ing,  or  vessel,  or  machine,  implement,  or  o!^ 
tmder  his  superintendence,  ^it^^^^^^^i 
owner,  or  on  his  own  accoaot,  shall,  bcio^ 
expiration  of  the  said  ninety  dayi,  and  ertfrFI 
son  who,  after  the  expiratioo  of  the  f '■  /j!! 
days,  shall  use,  or  intend  to  oae,  aof  wM^y 
vessel,  or  machine,  implement,  or  Qievii,^' 
said,  either  as  owner,  occupier,  aj;eB«,wf*jj 
wise,  shaU,  before  he  shall  b^»  ^^'^'^ 
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le  tax  list,  as  completed  and  delnrered  by  htm  | 
)  the  principal  assessor;  to  each  of  the  priaoipal 
nessors  eoD»titQtiog  the  board  of  prioeipal  asses- 
Ts  as  tforesaid,  for  every  day's  aetaal  attend- 
ee at  the  said  board,  the  sum  of  three  dollars, 
d  for  travelling  to  and  from  the  place  desig- 
ted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  three 
liars  for  each  thirty  miles.  And  to  each  of 
e  clerks  of  the  said  board,  three  dollara  for 
ery  day's  actual  attendance  thereon.  And  the 
id  board  of  principal  assessors,  and  the  said  as- 
isors,  sererally  and  respectirely,  shall  be  allowed 
eir  necessary  and  reasonable  charges  for  books 
d  stationery  ased  in  the  execution  of  their  do* 
8 ;  and  the  compensation  herein  allowed  shall 
in  fttlt  for  all  other  expenses  not  particularly 
pcified. 

Bbo.  36.  And  be  UfuHher  enacted^  That  the 
mpensation  herein  brfore  provided  for  the  ser- 
ies of  the  principal  assessors  and  their  assis- 
its,  and  for  the  board  of  principal  assessors  and 
iir  clerks,  shall  be  paid  at  the  Treasury ;  and 
?re  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  that  purpose  the 
m  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid 
t  of  any  money  not  otherwise  approprinted. 
id  the  President  of  the  United  States  snail  be, 
d  he  is  hereby  I  authorised  to  augment,  in  cases 
lere  he  sbnll  deem  it  necessary,  the  compensa- 
Q  authorised  by  this  act  for  the  principal  asses- 
's  and  their  assistants :  Premdedj  That  no  prtn- 
»1  assessor  shall,  in  any  case,  receive  more 
in  three  hundred  dollars,  and  no  assistant 
essor  shall  receive  more  than  one  hundred 

I  fifty  dollars ;  and  for  such  augmented  com- 
isation^  and  the  expense  of  carrying  this  act 
lually  into  effect,  there  is  further  hereby  appro^ 
ited  an  annual  #um  of  one  hundred  and  fif)y 
usand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 

Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Ice.  37.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  in 
?s  where  principal  assessors  have  not  been,  or 

II  not,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress. 
ippoioted,  and  in  cases  where  vacancies  shall 
ur  in  the  oflloe  of  principal  assessor,  the  Presi- 
t  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to 
ce  appointments  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
by  granting  commissions,  which  shall  expire 
he  end  of  the  next  session.  And  where  no 
ton  can  be  found  in  any  collection  district,  or 
ssoient  district,  to  serve  either  as  collector, 
icipal  assessor,  or  assistant  assessor,  respect- 
y,  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
lorized  to  appoint  one  of  the  deputy  post- 
ters  in  such  district,  to  serve  as  collector,  or 
ssor,  as  the  case  may  be.  And  it  shall  be  the 
r  of  such  deputy  postmaster  to  perform,  ac- 
lingly,  the  dotiet  of  such  officer. 

Bc.  38.  And  be  a  Juriher  enacted,  Thatsepa- 
aceoants  shall  be  kept  at  the  Treasury,  of  all 
eys  received  from  the  direct  tax  and  from  the 
rnal  duties,  in  each  of  the  respective  States, 
ritories,  and  collection  districts;  and  that  sepa- 
aecooBts  shall  be  kept  of  the  amount  of  each 
ies  of  doty  that  shall  accrue,  with  the  moneys 
to  the  collectors,  assessors,  aod  assistant  as- 
»rs,  and  to  the  other  officers  employed,  in  each 


of  the  respective  States,  Territories,  and  collection 
districts,  which  accounts  it  shall  oe  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  annually,  in  the 
month  of  December,  to  lay  before  Coogrens. 

Sec  39.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  the 
principal  assessors,  respectivelv,  shall,  yearly,  and 
every  year,  after  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred aod  fifteen,  in  the  month  of  January,  inquire 
and  ascertain,  in  the  manner  by  the  sixth  section 
of  this  act  provided,  what  transfers  and  changes 
of  property  in  lands,  lots  of  ground,  dwelling* 
houses,  and  slaves,  have  been  made  and  effected  in 
their  respective  districts,  subsequent  to  the  next 
preceding  valuation,  assessment,  and  apportion^ 
ment  of  tbe  direct  tax,  by  this  act  laid ;  and,  within 
twenty  days  thereafter,  they  shall  make  out  three 
lists  of  such  transfers  and  changes,  and  transmit 
one  list  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  another 
list  to  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
third  shall  be  delivered  to  the  collector  of  the  col- 
lection district.  And  it  shall,  yearly,  and  every 
year,  after  the  said  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury  to  notify  the  collectors  of  the  several 
collection  districts,  a  day  in  the  month  of  Feb* 
roary,  on  which  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
collectors  to  commence  laying  and  collecting  the 
annoal  direct  tax  by  this  act  laid  and  imposed, 
according  to  the  assessment  of  the  tax  lists  to 
them  delivered  by  the  said  principal  assessors,  as 
aforesaid,  subject  only  to  such  alterations  thereitt 
as  shall  be  }ust  and  proper,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  conform  to  the 
transfers  and  changes  aforesaid,  ascertained  by  the 

firincipal  assessors  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  col- 
frCtors  shall,  annually,  in  all  respects,  proceed  la, 
and  conclude,  the  colleetion  or  the  said  direct 
tax,  in  the  same  manner,  and  within  the  lime, 
hereinbefore  provided  and  prescribed. 

Sbc.  40.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  each 
State  may  pay  its  quota  of  the  direct  tax  by  this 
act  laid,  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Statesi 
for  the  first,  and  for  any  and  every  succeedinf 

Sear ;  and,  in  consideration  of  such  payment,  the 
Itate  shall  be  entitled  to  a  deduction  of  fifteen 
per  centum,  if  paid  before  the  first  day  of  May, 
and  ten  per  centum,  if  paid  before  the  first  day 
of  October,  in  the  year  to  which  the  payment 
relates:  Provided,  That  notice  of  the  intention  to. 
make  such  paynient  be  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April 
in  each  year :  And  provided,  That  such  notice 
and  payment  shall  not  in  any  wise  prevent  or  dis- 
continue the  proceedings  under  this  act^  to  make 
the  valuations^  assessments,  and  apportionments, 
herein  authorized^  and  directed,  out  shall  only 
prevent  or  discontinue  the  collection  of  the  quota 
of  the  State  giving  such  notice  and  making  such 
payment. 

Seo.  41.  And  be  itjitrther  enacted,  That,  to- 
wards establishing  an  adequate  revenue  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Qovernment; 
for  tbe  punctual  payment  of  the  public  debt,  prin- 
pal  and  interest,  contracted  and  to  be  contracted, 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  contracts,  respect- 
ively ;  and  for  creating  an  adequate  sinking  fund, 
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graduatijr  to  reduce,  and  ereotually  to  eztingosh, 
toe  pablie  debt,  eontraeted,  aod  to  be  contracted, 
the  direct  tax  by  this  act  laid  shall  continue  to  be 
laid,  lefied,  and  collected,  durinff  the  presentVar 
between  the  United  States  and  went  firitain,  and 
until  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be  eompletelir 
accomplisned,  anything  in  the  said  act  of  Coo* 
gress  to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  anywise  notwith- 
standing. And,  for  the  effectual  application  of 
the  revenue  to  be  raised  by  and  from  the  said  di- 
rect tax  laid  by  this  act,  and  also  by  and  from  the 
direct  ux  laid  by  the  said  act  of  Congress,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within 
the  United  States,"  to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  in 
due  form  of  law«  the  faith  of  tne  United  States  is 
hereby  pledged:  Protided  always^  That  when- 
ever Congress  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  alter, 
reduce,  or  change,  the  said  direct  tax,  by  this  act 
laid,  it  shall  be  lawful  so  to  do,  upon  providing 
and  substituting  by  law,  at  the  said  time,  and  for 
the  same  purposes,  other  taxes  or  duties,  which 
shall  be  equally  productive  with  the  direct  Ux  so 
altered,  reduced,  or  changed :  And  promdedjur" 
ther,  That  nothing  in  thb  act  contained  shall  be 
deemed  or  construed,  in  anywise,  to  rescind  or  im- 
pair any  8|>eeific  appropriation  of  the  said  direct 
taxes,  or  either  of  them ;  but  such  appropriation 
shall  remain  and  be  carried  into  effect,  according 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  law  and 
laws  making  the  same,  anything  in  this  act  to 
the  contrary  thereof,  in  anywise,  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  42.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  anticipate  the  collection  and  receipt  of  the 
direct  tax,  laid  and  imposed  by  this  act,  and  by 
the  said  act  of  Congress,  entitled  *<An  act  to  lay 
and  collect  a  direct  ux  within  the  United  State?/' 
by  obtaining  a  loan  upon  the  pledge  of  the  said 
direct  taxes,  or  either  of  them  for  the  reimburse- 
ment thereof,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  six 
millions  of  dollars,  and  at  a  rate  of  interest  not 
exceeding  six  per  centum  per  annum.  And  any 
bank  or  Imnks  now  iocorporatsd,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  incorporated,  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  is,  and  are  hereby,  authorized 
to  make  such  loan:  Provided  alwzye,  and  iti§ 
exptreetHy  declared^  That  the  money  so  obtained 
U(K)n  loan  shall  be  applied  to  the  purposes  afore- 
said, to  which  the  said  direct  Uxes,  so  to  be 
pledged,  are  by  this  act  applied  and  appropriated, 
and  to  no  other  purposes  whatsoever. 

Approved,  January  9, 1815. 


An  Act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  Government,  and  maintaining  the 
pnUic  credit,  by  laying  duties  on  varioos  goods,  wares, 
and  merchsikdise,  manu&etnred  within  the  United 
States. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  ex- 
piration of  ninety  days  subsequent  to  the  passing 
of  this  act.  there  shall  be  paid  upon  all  goods, 
wares^  and  merchandise,  of  the  following  de- 
scriptions, which  shall  thereafter  be  manufac- 
tured or  made  for  sale  within  the  United  States, 


or  the  Territories  thereof^  the  reqKdiRdg&i 
following,  that  is  to  say : 

Pig  iron,  per  ton,  one  dolUr. 

Castings  of  iron,  per  ton,  ooe  doUiru^  % 
cents. 

Bar  iron,  per  ton,  one  dollar. 

Rolled  or  slit  iron,  per  too,  one  doUt. 

Nails,  bnds,  and  spngs,  other  tiiu  tkRvalif 
.  denominated  wrought,  per  pound,  ooe  eai 
j     Candles  of  white  wax,  or  in  put  of  vfiiitfti 
other  wax,  per  pound  five  cents. 

Mould  candles  of  tallow,  or  of  «u,o(kdii 
white,  or  in  part  of  each,  per  poasd  thmetn 

Hats  and  capa,  in  whole  orin  putof  leilE. 
wool,  or  furs;  bonnets  io  whole  or  in  pv.ii 
wool  or  fur,  if  above  two  doUanii  Tiloe,e{ki 
per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Hats  of  chip  or  wood,  covered  wiili  ai^  '^^ 
other  materials,  or  not  covered,  if  lboTetvod^^ 
lars  in  value,  eight  per  centum  ad  ralomL 

Umbrellas  and  parasbb,  if  abors  the  vki 
two  dollars,  eight  per  centum  ad  ralorea. 

Paper,  three  per  centum  ad  ralorem. 

Playing  and  visiting  cards,  fiftf  per  eaaa^ 
valorem. 

Saddles  and  bridles,  six  per  cenlomidn^ 

Boots  and  bootees,  exceedins  in^^- 
pair  in  value,  five  per  centum  A  tiIorb. 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter,  six  per  centumtd  riliKS- 

Tobacco,  manufactured  cigars,  aDdtM£^»s^ 
ty  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Leather,  including  therein  all  hidesui^ 
whether  tanned,  tawed,  dressed,  or  ai^ 
made,  on  the  original  manufsctoreikotiH^t 
per  centum  ad  valorem;  which  siidiifltia^h. 
be  paid  by  the  owner  or  occupier  of  tbetiii^ 
or  vessels  in  which,  or  of  the  ioaebiBes,e^ 
ments,  or  utensils,  wherewith  the  tiA  p^ 
wares,  and  merchandise,  shall  bsrelneisof' 
factured  or  made,  or  by  the  agent  or  fl^^ 
dent  thereof;  the  amount  thereof  ^!«i*J 
any  one  person,  at  any  one  time,  if  m(  aen- 
inff  twenty  dollars  shall,  and  if  ezeeediB{t«a^ 
dollars  may,  be  paid  in  money,  witht(lNK>|* 
of  two  per  centum,  at  the  time  of  reodcnii^ 
accounts  of  the  articles  so  chargeable  viii^: 
required  to  be  rendered  by  the  second  ^^^ 
this  act^  or  without  deduction  at  the  nexi^ 
quent  time  prescribed  for  rendehogsuebtetwi^ 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fitriher  enacted,  W/«J 
person  who,  from  and  after  the  ^^j^l 
ninety  davs  subsequent  to  the  paaio; of  "1^ 
shall  be  the  owner  or  occapier  of  any  bBiMSli 
or  vessel,  or  machine,  implement,  or  utefl«L«" 
or  intended  to  be  used  for  the  ^otnmm^ 
making  of  such  goods,  wares,  and  ^^^^^^ 
or  efther  of  them,  or  who  shall  haresscli  wj 
ing,  or  vessel,  or  machine,  »n>pi««"*"^*'l^| 
under  his  superintendence,  either  **  WJl %' 
owner,  or  on  his  own  aecouot,  sbiiJ,  WW? 
expiration  of  the  said  ninety  dsyi,  and  ererTF 
son  who.  after  the  expiration  of  the  «l*  r? 
days,  shall  use,  or  intend  to  us^  sof  m^^^ 
vessel,  or  machine,  implement,  or  QieDsii,«s^ 
said,  either  as  owner,  occopfer,  sgeot,  or  i^ 
wise,  shall,  before  he  shall  begin  lo  to  "^ 
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luse  the  same  so  to  be  ased,  eive  bond,  with  at 
ftst  two  sareties,  fo  the  satisfactioa  of  the  eol- 
ctor  of  internal  daties  for  the  district  in  which 
e  same  shall  be  situate,  in  a  sum  not  less  than 
e  computed  duties  for  one  year,  nor  less  than 
le  hundred  dollars,  that  he  will  before  using,  or 
QBiDg  the  same  to  be  used,  make  true  and  exact 
try  and  report,  in  writing,  to  the  said  collector, 

every  such  building,  or  ressel,  machine,  im- 
ement.  or  utensil,  owned,  occupied,  or  superin- 
oded  by  him,  with  the  size  thereof,  the  names 
the  owner^  occupier,  agent,  and  superintendent, 
e  place  where  situate,  and  the  manner  in  which, 
id  the  time  for  which,  not  exceeding  one  year, 

is  intended  to  employ  the  same,  with  the  de- 
>mination8  and  quantities  of  the  articles  manu- 
ctured  or  made  as  aforesafd,  which  he  may 
LYe  on  hand,  with  the  ralue  thereof;  that  he 
ill,  thereafter,  before  using,  or  causing  the  same 

be  used,  make  like  entry  and  report  of  any 
her  building,  or  Tessel,  machine,  implement,  or 
ensil,  used,  or  intended  to  be  used,  as  aforesaid, 
at  he  mav  own,  occupy,  or  have  the  agency  or 
iperintendence  of,  with  the  size  thereof,  the 
imes  of  the  owner,  occupier,  agent,  and  super- 
itendent,  the  place  where  situate,  and  the  man- 
}r  in  which,. and  the  time  for  which,  not  ezceed- 
1^  one  year,  it  is  intended  to  employ  the  same, 
ilh  information,  from  time  to  time,  of  any 
lange  in  the  form  size,  agency,  ownership,  oc- 
ipaocy,  or  superintendence,  which  all  or  either 
r  the  said  buildings,  or  vessels,  machines,  im- 
ements,  or  utensils,  may  undergo ;  that  he  will, 
om  day  to  day,  so  long  as  he  may  use  the 
ime,  enter,  or  cause  to  he  entered,  in  a  book 
r  books  to  be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose,  and 
hich  shall  be  open  at  all  times,  between  the 
sing  and  setting  of  the  sun,  for  tne  inspection 
r  the  said  collector,  who  may  take  anv  minutes, 
lemorandums,  or  transcripts  thereof,  tne  denom- 
lations  and  quantities  of  the  articles  manufac- 
ired  or  made,  and  will  render  to  the  said  col- 
ictor,  on  the  first  day  of  January.  April,  July, 
cid  October  in  each  year,  or  witnin  ten  days 
lereafter,  a  general  account  in  writing,  taken 
om  his  l)ook&  of  the  denominations  and  quanti- 
es  of  the  saia  articles,  with  the  aggregate  value 
lereof.  for  three  months  preceding  said  days,  or 
\T  sued  portion  thereof  as  may  have  elapsed  from 
le  date  of  said  entry  and  report  to  the  said  day 
hich  shall  next  ensue ;  that  he  will,  at  the  said 
mes,  deliver  to  the  said  collector  the  original 
M>k  of  entries,  which  book  shall  be  retained  by 
lid  officer ;  that  he  will  likewise,  from  day  to 
Biy.  enter  or  cause  to  be  entered,  in  a  book  or 
ooKs  to  be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose,  and 
rhich  shall  be  open  at  all  times,  oetween  the 
isiDg  and  'setting  of  the  sun,  for  the  inspection 
f  the  said  collector,  who  may  take  anv  minutes, 
lemorandums,  or  transcripts,  thereof  the  denom- 
[lations  and  quantities  of  all  the  hereinbefore 
Dumerated  manufactured  articles  sold,  with  the 
rice  for  which  the  same  were  sold,  specifying  in 
ach  sale,  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  sold, 
rhere  the  amount  sold  shall  exceed  ten  dollars  in 
alue ;  and  that  he  will  render  to  the  said  col- 


lector, at  the  time  of  rendering  the  said  general 
accounts,  a  statement  in  writing,  taken  from  said 
book  or  books,  in  which  there  shall  be  specified 
the  denominations  and  quantities  of  all  such  man« 
ufactured  articles  sold  on  each  day,  statiog  dis- 
tinctlv  each  sale,  with  the  name  of  the  purchaser, 
and  the  denominations  and  quantities  sold,  and 
price,  where  the  same  shall  exceed  ten  dollars, 
and  the  aggregate  denominations  and  quantities, 
with  the  amegate  value  of  all  other  sales ;  that 
he  will  verify,  or  cause  to  be  verified,  the  said  en- 
tries, reports,  books,  general  accounts,  and  state- 
ments, on  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be  taken  before 
the  collector,  or  some  officer  authorized  by  law  to 
administer  the  same,  according  to  the  form  re- 
quired by  this  act,  wnere  the  same  is  prescribed ; 
and  that  he  will  pay  to  the  said  collector  the 
duties  which  by  this  act  ought  to  be  paid  on  the 
articles  so  manufactured,  and  in  the  said  account 
mentioned,  if  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars,  at 
the  time  of  rendering  an  account  thereof,  with  a 
deduction  of  two  per  centum^  and  if  exceeding 
twenty  dollars,  either  at  said  time,  with  a  like  de- 
duction, or  at  the  next  subsequent  time  prescribed 
for  rendering  such  accounts,  without  deduction ; 
and  the  said  bond  may,  from  time  to  time,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  collector,  be  renewed  or 
changed,  in  regard  to  the  sureties  and  penalties 
thereof.  And  every  such  person,  whether  owner, 
occupier,  agent,  or  superintendent,  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  at  the  time  of  making  the  entry  and  report, 
first  before  stated,  obtain,  agreeably  thereto,  a  li- 
cense for  employing,  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
one  year,  such  buildings,  or  vessels,  or  machines, 
implements,  or  utensils,  describing  the  same,  with 
the  use  to  which  they  are  to  be  applied,  the  place 
where  situate,  the  name  of  the  owner,  occupier, 
agent,  or  superintendent,  and  the  term  for  which 
it  is  intended  to  use  the  same ;  which  license  the 
said  collector  is  hereby  empowered  and  directed 
to  grant.  And  a  like  license,  for  any  term  not 
exceeding  a  year,  shall  be  obtained  and  granted 
on  a  like  report  and  entry  made  at  any  time  there- 
after, without  requiring  a  new  bond,  so  long  as 
the  bond  aforesaid  shallremain  in  force.  Which 
licenses  shall  be  signed  by  the  commissioner  of 
the  revenue,  and  countersigned  by  the  collector 
who  shall  issue  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
entries  made  in  the  books  required  to  be  kept 
by  the  second  section  of  this  act,  shall,  on  the 
said  first  days  of  January,  April,  July,  and  Oc- 
tober, or  within  ten  days  after  each  of  the  said 
days,  be  verified  bv  the  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be 
taken  as  aforesaio,  of  the  person  or  persons  by 
whom  such  entries  shall  have  been  made ;  which 
qualification  shall  be  certified  at  the  end  of  such 
entries  by  the  collector,  or  other  officer  adminis- 
tering the  same,  and  shall  be,  in  substance,  as  fol- 
lows: '*!  (or  we)  do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  the 
foregoing  entries  were  made  by  me  for  us)  on  the 
respective  days  specified,  and  that  they  state,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  — —  knowledge  and  belief, 
the  whole  quantities  and  denominations,  with  the 
value  thereof,  of  the  »-*-  manufactured  (or  sold, 
as  the  case  maybe)  by  — — ,in  the  —  of  — ." 
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eoUeeton,  in  the  same  maDoer^  for  the  same  com- 
missions, and  under  the  same  directions,  as  are 
thereby  established  In  relation  to  the  other  inter- 
val dnties;  and  all  the  obligations,  duties,  and 
penalties  thereby^  imposed  upon  collectors,  are 
hereby  imposed  upon  the  collectors  of  the  duties 
laid  by  this  act. 

Sac.  21.  Andbeiijurther enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  doty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized, 
to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  and  to 
prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  and  for 
the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which  may  be 
ibrfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  and  all  fines,  pen- 
alties, and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  incurm  by 
force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  bc^  sued  for  and 
recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
the  collector  within  whose  district  any  such  fine, 

Eenalty^  or  forfeiture  shall  have  been  incurred,  by 
Ul,  plaiat,  or  information,  one  moiety  thereof  to 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  moiety 
thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person,  who»  if  a  collec- 
tor, shall  first  discover,  if  other  than  a  collector 
shall  first  inform  of  the  cause,  matter,  or  thing. 
whereby  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall 
have  been  incurred ;  and  where  the  cause  of  ac- 
tion or  complaint  shall  arise  or  accrue  more  than 
fifty  miles  distant  from  the  nearest  place  by  law 
established  for  the  holdinir  of  a  district  court, 
within  the  district  in  whicn  the  same  shall  arise 
or  accrue,  such  suit  and  recovery  may  be  had  be- 
fore any  court  of  che  State  holden  within  the  said 
district,  having  jurisdiction  in  like  cases. 

Sac.  23.  Attdf  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
collector  shall  furnish  one  copy  of  this  act  to  each 
person  liable  to  pay  a  dutv  under  the  same,  within 
the  collection  district,  that  may  apply  therefor, 
and  shall  advertise  in  a  newspaper,  or  post  up 
notices  at  the  conr^house8  therein,  of  his  instruc- 
tions to  furnish  the  same. 

Ssc.  23.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That,  to- 
wards establishing  an  adequate  revenue  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment; for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  public 
debt,  principal  and  interest,  contracted,  ana  to  be 
contracted,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tracts, respectivelv;  and  for  creating  an  adequate 
sinking  fond,  gradutlly  to  reduce,  and  eventually 
to  extinguish,  the  public  debt,  contracted  and  to 
be  contracted ;  the  rates  and  duties  laid  and  im- 
posed by  this  act  shall  continue  to  be  laid,  levied, 
and  collected,  during  the  present  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  until 
the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be  completely  accom- 
plished. And  for  the  effectual  application  of  the 
revenue,  to  be  raised  bj  and  from  the  said  duties 
to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  in  due  form  of  law,  the 
faith  of  tne  United  States  is  hereby  pledged: 
Frcvided  altoaye,  That  whenever  Congress  shall 
deem  it  expedient  to  alter,  reduce,  or  cbanee,  the 
said  duties,  or  either  of  tnem,  it  shall  be  lawful 
so  to  do,  upon  providing  and  substituting  by  law 
at  the  same  time,  and  for  the  same  purposes,  other 
duties,  which  shall  be  equally  productive  with 
the  duties  so  altered,  reduced,  or  changed. 
Sec.  24.  And  be  it  ftu^ter  enacted.  That  so 


long  as  the  duties  herein  impoaed  oDctdsiiiK 
foregoing  descriptions  of  goods,  wins,tsi  at 
chandise,  shall  continue  to  be  lii^ik^iiesL 
present  payable  on  the  like  demfomi^  fo(& 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  iosat  {Jaiiei 
States,  shall  not  be  discontinaed  or  Us^ 
and  the  faith  4>f  the  United  Stiies  i  iffibr 
pledged  for  the  eon ti nuance  of  ike  saeaiti 
this  act  shall  be  repealed. 
Approved,  January  18, 1815. 


An  Act  to  provide  additional  nmrnkiofz 
the  expenses  of  GoverarasBt,  and  ■■BiiM''k 
pobltc  oredlt,  bj  laying  dniiaa  on  bmeUec 
tare,  and  on  goM  and  silver  watcks. 
Be  it  enacted^  ^  That  there  sblliitL 
hereby  is,  imposed  an  annual  dotfoa  ill  &r%? 
hold  Uimiture  kept  for  use,  the  ralaeof  n£ 
in  any  one  family^  with  the  exeepim  ?( ^ 
bedding,  kitchen  famiture,  iamilf  fntBRLi:: 
articles  made  in  the  family  from  doBcsus^ 
rials,  shall  exceed  two  hundred  doUusiiasK, 
according  to  the  following  scale: 
If  not  exceeding  four  bandied  doilc^ » 

dollar.  , 

If  above  four  hundred,  and  notaeie^^ 
hundred  dollars,  one  dollar  aod  fi^f^ 

If  above  six  hundred,  and  not 
thousand  dollars,  three  aollais. 

If  above  one  thousand,  and  ooca 
teen  hundred  dollars,  six  dollars. 

If  above  fifteen  hundred,  and  ai 
two  thousand  dollars,  ten  dollars.         ^ 

If  above  two  thousand,  and  ootexe«a3| « • 
thousand  dollars,  seTenteen  dollars' 

If  above  three  thousand,  lod  b«  tt«*^ 
four  thousand  dollars,  twenty-ei^bi  «mJ\  ^ 

If  above  four  thousand,  and  not  exceed  » 
thousand  dollars,  forty-five  dollars.  . 

If  above  six  thousand,  aod  aot  eieOT«" 
thousand  dollars,  seventy-five  doUan     ^ 

If  above  nine  thousand  ddltrsjoa »^ 
dollars;  which  duty  ahaU  be  paid  bf w'*^ 
of  the  said  household  fomitnre.      . 

That  there  shall  be,  and  hw^T^'iL 
imposed,  an  annual  duty  of  two  f  •««*;, 
gold  watch  kept  for  use,  aod  of  o«f^^ 
every  silver  watch  kept  for  use,  whieMBty* 
be  paid  by  the  owner  thereof.  ^ 

So. 2.  Andbeitfurlh^enaMW^ 

ever  liste  of  property  shall  bcrcaner  Je  »^ 
any  collection  district,  under  a  g«n<w  ^ 
ment  therein  by  the  assistant  tf^ea^^ 
quired  by  the  "Act  for  the  M»f?l'f.U 
tion  of  direct  taxes  and  inieraal  do««,  rj 
July  the  twenty-second,  one  tkou*iMl«¥»  . 
dred  and  thirteen,  or  by  anf  ^^f^^ 
to  be  passed,  lists  of  the  vafoe  oi^rf^ 
furniture,  as  classed  by  the  fir«t  .««7^ 
act,  with  the  number  and  <l«c"P?'^"l^fi, 
within  such  collecuon  district,  beloi^'flj.^ , 
person  therein  uxable  as  woroti^ 
name  of  the  owner  or  H^^^r*r^^^ 
in  writing  by  such  person  or  i^^f"::!^,* 
ered  to  the  assistant  assessor,  at  toe  u 
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deemed  forfeited,  and  shall  be  pat  io  sait  bf 
e  collector,  for  the  reeoverj  of  the  amoant  of 
e  said  duties,  with  the  addition  thereon,  penal- 
's,  and  costs,  or  either,  as  the  case  maf  be ;  and 
dgment  thereon  shall  and  may  be  taken  at  the 
turn  term,  on  motion  to  be  made  in  open  couri, 
less  sufficient  cause  to  the  contrary  be  shown 

and  allowed  by,  the  court:  Praiided^  That 
*  writ  or  process  in  such  case  shall  hare  been 
ecu  ted  at  least  foorteen  days  before  the  return 
y  thereof. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
lies  imposed  by  this  act  shall  be  ccuisidered  as 
plytnff  solely  to  articles  manufaelttred  for  aale^ 
d  shall  not  ba  coosidend  as  indvding  any  ar- 
les  roaoufactored  eidusively  for  the  use  of  the 
'son  manufacturing  the  same. 
3sc.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
ties  laid  by  this  act  shall  be  payable  on  all  the 
ids,  wares,  and  merchandise,  aforesaid,  the 
iDufactare  or  makiog  of  which  shall  not,  with- 
Dioety  days  from  the  passing  thereof,  be  fully 
npleted,  or  which  shall  not  fa«  then  in  the  con- 
ion  in  which  they  usually  are  when  offered 

sale. 

3ec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
ner,  occupier,  agent,  or  sopertntendent,  as  afore- 
d,  who  may  hare  ^ren  bond  as  required  in  the 
end  section  of  this  act,  who  shall,  after  thirty 
rs'  notice  given  him  in  writing  by  the  eoUec- 
f  fail  to  renew  or  change  the  same,  in  regard 
the  sureties  and  penalties  thereof,  as  is  in  the 
Be  section  provided,  shall  thereafter  incur  the 
lalties  attached  to  employing  the  said  build- 
's, or  vessels,  or  maohines,  implements,  or  uten- 
,  without  having  a  license  therefor. 
;£c.  12.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
ms  of  the  bond  required  to  he  given  by  the 
90 d  section  of  this  act,  as  well  as  the  forms  of 

several  oaths,  reports,  entries,  statements, and 
onnts,  by  this  act  required  to  be  taken,  kept, 

rendered,  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Treasury 
crimen  t,  agreeably  to  which  the  aforesaid  spe- 
satipn  of  the  buildings  or  vessek  io  which,  or 
:he  machines,  implements,  or  ntensils,  where- 
h  the  aforesaid  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
i  i  be  manafactured  or  nad^  shall  be  rendered 
:  he  owner,  occupier,  agent,  or  superintendent 
eof. 

sc.  13.   And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
ae  of  the  manafactured  or  made  goods,  wares, 

merchandise,  required  to  be  stated  as  afore- 
,  shall  be  regulated  by  the  averige  of  the  ac- 

sales  by  the  manufacturer  of  the  like  goods, 
es,  and  merchandise,  during  the  quarter,  where 
a  actual  sales  may  have  been  made;  and  where 
iQch  actual  sales  have  been  made,  buch  value, 
'ar  as  respects  a  manufacturer  selling  ezclu- 
fly  bv  wholesale,shaiI  be  regulated  by  the  aver- 
of  tne  market  wholesale  sales  of  the  like  goods, 
es,  and  merchandise,  and  so  far  as  respects  a 
lufaciurer  selling  by  reuilj  by  the  market 
s  by  retail  in  like  manner. 
EC.  14.  itnd^  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
on  shall  forcibly  obstruct  or  hinder  a  collec- 1 
n  the  execution  of  thb  act,  or  of  any  of  the  I 


powers  or  authorities  hereby  vested  in  him,  or 
shall  forcibly  rescue,  or  cause  to  be  rescued,  any 
floods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  vessels,  machinaa, 
implements,  or  utensils,  aforesaid,  after  the  sane 
shall  have  been  seized  by  him,  or  shall  attempt  or 
endeavor  so  to  do,  the  person  so  offending  shall, 
for  every  such  offence,  rorfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  15.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  a  col- 
lector shall  be  authorized  to  enter,  at  any  time 
between  the  rising  and  setting  of  the  son,  any 
building  or  place  where  any  vessel,  machine,  im- 
plemeiit,  or  utensil,  as  aforesaid,  is  kept  within  his 
collection  district,  for  the  purpose  of  examining, 
measuring,  or  describing  the  same,  or  of  inspect- 
ing the  accounts  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, from  time  to  time  manufactured  or 
made.  And  every  owner  or  occupier  of  aoeh 
building,  machine,  implement,  or  utensil,  or  per- 
son having  the  agency  or  soperintendeoce  of  the 
same,  who  shall  refuse  to  admit  such  officer,  or 
to  suffer  him  to  examine,  measure,  or  describe  the 
same,  or  to  inspect  said  accounto,  shall,  for  every 
such  refusal,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  haa- 
dred  dollars. 

Sec.  la  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any 
person  who  shall  be  convicted  of  wilfully  taking 
a  false  oath  or  affirmation,  in  any  of  the  cases  in 
which  an  oath  or  affirmation  is  required  to  be 
taken  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  liable  to  the 
pains  and  penalties  to  which  persons  are  liable 
for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  and  shall,  more- 
over, forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars, 

Sbc.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
person  who  shall  have  refused  or  aegleoced  to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  ac^  shall  be 
entitled,  while  such  refusal  or  neglect  coBtinues, 
to  receive  a  license  as  aforesaid,  or  shall  be  en- 
titled to  credit  for  any  internal  duties  whatever 
that  may  have  accrued. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
collector  shall  give  receipts  for  all  sums  by  him 
collected  under  this  act. 

Sec.  19.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  it 
shall  appear^  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector 
for  the  district,  that  anv  owner,  occupier,  agent, 
or  superintendent,  as  aforesaid,  of  any  buildings^ 
vessels,  or  machines,  implements,  or  utensils,  as 
aforesaid,  who  shall  have  given  bond  agreeably 
to  the  second  section  of  this  act.  and  shall  have 
ceased  to  use  the  same  for  one  year,  and  made 
oath  or  affirmation  thereof,  to  be  lodged  with  said 
collector,  hath  acted  agreeably  to  the  condition  of 
such  bond,  the  collector  shall  cause  such  bond  to 
be  delivered  to  said  owner,  occupier,  agent,  or 
superintendepL 

Sec.  20.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
seve/al  provisions  of  '^Ao  act  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  collection  of  internal  duties,  and  for 
the  appointment  and  compensation  of  assessors," 
passed  the  secoiid  of  August,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  shall,  and  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  apply  in  full  force  to  the  duties  laid  by, 
and  to  be  collected  under,  this  aet,  the  sande  as  if 
such  duties  and  this  act  were  recognised  therein ; 
which  said  duties  shall  be  collected  by  the  same 
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collectors,  in  the  same  manneri  for  the  same  com- 
missions, and  under  the  same  directions,  as  are 
thereby  established  in  relation  to  the  other  inter- 
val doiies;  and  all  the  obligations,  dnties,  and 
penalties  thereby  imposed  opon  collectors,  are 
hereby  imposed  opon  the  collectors  of  the  duties 
laid  by  this  act. 

8bc.  21.  AndbeiiJurtKer enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  doty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in  their  re- 
spectire  districts,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized, 
to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  and  to 
prosecute  for  the  recorery  of  the  same,  and  for 
the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which  may  be 
forfeited  by  yirtne  of  this  act ;  and  all  fines,  pen- 
alties, and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  ineuned  by 
force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  bcr  sued  for  and 
recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
the  collector  within  whose  district  any  such  fine, 
penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall  have  been  incurred,  by 
bill,  plamt,  or  information,  one  moiety  thereof  to 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  moiety 
thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person,  who^  if  a  collec- 
tor, shall  first  discover,  if  other  than  a  collector 
shall  first  inform  of  the  cause,  matter,  or  thing, 
whereby  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall 
have  been  incurred ;  and  where  the  cause  of  ac- 
tion or  complaint  shall  arise  or  accrue  more  than 
fifty  miles  distant  from  the  nearest  place  by  law 
established  for  the  holdinir  of  a  district  court, 
within  the  district  in  whicn  the  same  shall  arise 
or  accrue,  such  suit  and  recovery  may  be  had  be- 
fore any  court  of  the  State  holden  within  the  said 
district,  having  jurisdiction  iji  like  cases. 

Sac.  22.  Am  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
collector  shall  furnish  one  copy  of  this  act  to  each 
person  liable  to  pay  a  dotv  under  the  same,  within 
the  collection  district,  that  may  apply  therefor, 
and  shall  advertise  in  a  newspaper,  or  post  up 
notices  at  the  court-houses  therein,  of  his  instruc- 
tions to  furnish  the  same. 

Seo.  23.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That,  to- 
wards establishing  an  adequate  revenue  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
knent;  for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  public 
debt,  principal  and  interest,  contracted,  ana  to  be 
contracted,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tracts, respectivelv;  and  for  creating  an  adequate 
sinkinj;  fund,  gradually  to  reduce,  and  eventually 
to  extinguish,  the  public  debt,  contracted  and  to 
be  contracted ;  the  rates  and  dnties  laid  and  im- 
posed by  this  act  shall  continue  to  be  laid,  levied, 
and  collected,  during  the  present  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  until 
the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be  completely  accom- 
plished. And  for  the  effectual  application  of  the 
revenue,  to  be  raised  by  and  from  the  said  duties 
to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  in  due  form  of  law,  the 
faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged: 
Fremded  atwaye,  That  whenever  Congress  shall 
deem  it  expedient  to  alter,  reduce,  or  change,  the 
said  duties,  or  either  of  them,  it  shall  be  lawful 
so  to  do,  upon  providing  and  substituting  by  law 
at  the  same  time,  and  for  the  same  purposes,  other 
duties,  which  shall  be  equally  productive  with 
the  duties  so  altered,  reduced,  or  changed. 
Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  so 


long  as  the  duties  herein  imposed  on  ead of  ^ 
foregoing  descriptions  of  goods.  wve,iBd2i! 
chandise,  shall  continue  to  be  laid,Ueday6i. 
present  payable  on  the  like  deseriptioK^'iM^ 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  isuitif  (Jl!^ 
States,  shall  not  be  discontioaed  or  Usied. 
and  the  faith  of  the  United  Ststo  u  M 
pledged  for  the  continuance  of  the  asud 
this  act  shall  be  repealed. 
Approved,  January  18, 1815. 


An  Act  to  provide  additkmsl  itroiWikM^ 

the  expenses  of  GoTermaent,  tnd  miitfiui^ 

public  ciedit,  by  laying  dote  on  hfloieiiBtiiet 

ture,  and  on  gold  and  lalver  wstcks. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^  That  there  shtil  be. 

hereby  is,  imposed  an  annual  doty  on  till 

bold  furniture  kept  for  use,  the  nlaeof  i 

in  any  one  family,  with  the  exceptioa «  « 

bedding,  kitchen  furniture,  UrnHj  pieimu 

articles  made  in  the  family  from  doamui 

rials,  shall  exceed  two  hundred  doHirsuoff! 

according  to  the  following  scale: 

If  not  exceeding  four  hundred  dollin. « 

dollar.  ,    , 

If  above  four  hundred,  and  aotaortar^ 
hundred  dollars,  one  dollar  aod  fifty  ^ 

If  above  six  hundred,  and  not  ezco^® 
thousand  dollars,  three  aollars. 

If  above  one  thousand,  and  no^ea^^' 
teen  hundred  dollars,  six  dolian. 

If  above  fifteen  hundred,  and  ai  a»^ 
two  thousand  dollars,  ten  dollars. 

If  above  two  thousand,  and  not  exeeti^^ 
thousand  dollars,  serenteen  dollirs. 

If  above  three  thousand,  aad  fl^«^*^ 
four  thousand  dollars,  twenty-eighi  *»»? 

If  above  four  thousand,  and  ootexcfw^^ 
thousand  dollars,  forty-five  dollars. 

If  above  six  thousand,  and  not  exeettsi 
thousand  dollars,  seventy-five  dpllan.       , 

If  above  nine  thousand  dolUrs,  oae  i.^ 
dollars;  which  duty  shall  be  paid  by ifc«^ 
of  the  said  household  furnitaie.       . 

That  there  shall  be,  and  ^^^}l^^ 
imposed,  an  annual  duty  of  two  ^^an^ 
gold  watch  kept  for  use,  aod  of  oneds»j 
every  silver  watch  kept  for  use,  whicM»!«1 
be  paid  by  the  owner  thereof. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  U  further  enaOfT^ 
ever  lists  of  property  shall  hweafwr  UJ^ 
any  collection  district,  under  a  i^'T, 
ment  therein  by  the  assistant  asseaoR 
quired  by  the  '^Act  for  the  wsessinen  «j; 
lion  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  doiij  r 
July  the  twentj-second,  one  thousM^i  «^ 
dred  and  thirteen,  or  by  anv  ©^^f  .nu 
to  be  passed,  lists  of  the  valae  of  ih«r^ 
furniture,  as  classed  by  the  ^^fff^m 

act,  with  the  number  and  ^f^'i^ZfS^i 
within  such  collecuon  district,  belooeuig.^ ^1 

person  therein  taxable  as  ^^Z  bi«*^ 
name  of  the  owner  or  •g«n^r*"„VtB(l^ 
in  writing  by  such  person  or  ^^*^\Ltfi 
ered  to  the  assistant  assessor,  at  toe  u 
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licatioD  therefor,  whieh  shall  be  the  same 
i  as  that  prescribed  in  the  act  then  in  force 
the  delifery  of  the  lists  therein  required  to  be 
rered ;  and  the  said  assistant  assessor  is  here* 
mpowered  and  directed  to  apply  therefor  at 
iwellin^  of  said  person,  or  his  agent,  at  the 
time. 

Bc.  3.  And  be  it  fiarther  enacted^  That  if 
person  or  agent,  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  be 
ared  to  exhibit  a  written  list  when  required, 
shall  consent  to  disclose  the  ralue  of  any  and 
he  said  household  furniture,  and  the  number 
'atches,  as  aforesaid,  in  such  case  it  shall  be 
duty  of  the  assistant  assessor  to  make  such 
which,  being  distinctly  read  and  assented  to, 
I  be  received  as  the  list  aforesaid  of  such  per- 
aod  be  certified  as  such  by  the  said  assistant 
»or. 
3c.  4.  And  be  UJuriher  enacted,  That  if  any 

person  or  agent  shall  deliver  or  disclose  to 
assessor  any  false  or  fraudulent  list,  with  in- 
to defeat  or  evade  the  purposes  of  this  act, 

person  or  agent  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered,  in 
court  having  competent  jurisdiction, 
sc.  5.  And  M  itjunher  enacted,  That  in  case 
person,  whether  owner  or  agent  as  aforesaid, 
.  be  absent  from  his  place  of  residence  at  the 

an  assistant  assessor  shall  apply  to  receive 
list  of  such  person,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 

assessor  to  leave,  at  the  house  or  place  of 
ence  of  such  person,  a  written  note  or  mem- 
dnm,  requiring  him  to  present  to  such  asses- 
be  list  aforesaid,  within  ten  days  from  the 
of  such  note  or  memorandum  ;  and  if  any 
m,  on  being  notified  or  required  as  afore- 
sball  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  such  list  as 
said,  within  such  time,  it  shall  be  the  duty 
le  said  assessor  to  make,  according  to  the 
information  which  he  can  obtain,  such  lists, 
b  lists,  so  made  and  subscribed  by  such  asses- 
hall  be  received  as  the  lists  aforesaid  of  such 
m  'y  and  the  person  so  failing  or  neglecting, 
;9  in  case  of  sickness  or  absence  from  home, 
,  moreover,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty 
rs. 

c.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
al  assistant  assessors  in  each  of  the  said  col- 
»ii  districts  shall  deliver  the  Ibts  aforesaid  to 
rincipal  aesessor,  within  the  time  prescribed 
e  thirteenth  section  of  the  "Act  for  the  as- 
lent  and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  inter- 
aties,^  passed  twenty-second  of  July,  eigh- 
handred  and  thirteen,  for  the  delivery  of  the 
therein  designated :  Provided^  Thai  if  the 
time  be  altered  by  any  act  subsequently 

d,  such  deliverv  shaU  be  within  the  time 
irescribed  tberemr. 

o.  7.  And  be  ii  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
stive  principal  assessors  shall  make  out,  ac- 
I  g  to  the  lists  received  from  the  assistant 
cars,  a  general  list  or  lists  of  all  persons  taxs- 
i  aiforesaid,  specifying  the  name  of  the  owner 
^ent,  the  valuation  of  the  household  forni- 

with  the  number  and  description  of  the 
hes  as  aforesaid,  and  the  duty  payable  en 
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each;  which  list  or  lists  shall  be  made  oat  in 
alphabetical  order,  for  each  county  or  smaller 
division  of  a  collection  district,  as  may  be  directed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  each 
of  the  collectors  of  the  direct  taxes  and  internal 
duties,  for  the  collection  districts  aforesaid,  shall, 
within  sixty  days  from  the  day  on  which  the 
principal  assessor  shall  have  received  the  said 
lists  from  the  assistant  assessors,  be  furnished  by 
the  principal  assessor  with  one  or  more  of  the 
lists,  prepared  in  conformity  with  the  preceding 
section  by  the  principal  assessor,  signea  and  cer- 
tified by  him.  And  each  collector,  on  receiving 
a  list  as  aforesaid,  shall  subscribe  three  receipts ; 
one  of  which  shall  be  given  on  a  full  and  correct 
copy  of  such  list,  which  list  and  receipt  shall  re- 
main with  the  principal  assessor,  and  be  open  to 
the  inspection  of  any  person  who  may  appl^  to 
inspect  the  same:  and  the  other  two  receipts 
shall  be  given  on  aggregate  statements  of  the 
lists  aforesaid;  exhibiting  the  gross  amount  of 
each  of  the  aforesaid  duties,  to  be  collected  in 
each  county  or  State  district  contained  in  the  col- 
lection district,  one  of  which  aggregate  state- 
ments and  receipts  shall  be  transmitted  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  and  the  other  to 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Sbc.  9.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  each 
of  the  said  collectors,  or  his  deputies,  shall,  with- 
in ten  days  after  receiving  his  list,  agreeably  to 
the  "Act  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
direct  taxes  and  internal  duties,"  passed  twenty- 
second  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  or 
agreeablv  to  any  act  Fubsequently  passed,  or  to 
be  passeu,  advertise,  in  one  newspaper  printed  in 
his  collection  district,  if  any  there  be,  and  by  noti« 
fications  to  be  posted  op  in  at  least  four  public 
places  in  his  collection  district,  that  the  said  du- 
ties have  become  ducf  and  payable,  and  state  the 
times  and  places  at  which  he  or  the^f  will  attend 
to  receive  the  same,  which  shall  be  within  twenty, 
days  after  such  notification :  and  with  respect  to 
persons  who  shall  not  attend,  according  to  such 
notification,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  collector, 
in  person  or  by  deputy,  to  apply  once  at  their  re- 
spective 4f^ellings  within  such  district,  and  there 
demand  the  duties  payable  by  such  persons,, 
which  application  shall  be  made  within  sixtv 
days  after  the  receipt  of  the  said  lists  by  the  col- 
lector; and  if  the  said  duties  shall  not  be  then 
paid,  or  within  twenty  days  thereafter,  it  shall  be 
the  doty  of  such  collector  and  his  deputies  to  pro- 
ceed to  collect  the  said  duties  by  distress  and  sale 
of  the  goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  of  the  persons 
delinquent;  and  in  case  of  such  distress,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  tbe  officer  charged  with  the  collec- 
tion to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  an  account  of 


of  such  goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  or  at  his  dwell- 
ing, with  a  note  of  the  sum  demanded,  and  the 
time  and  place  of  sale;  and  the  said  officer  shall 
forthwith  cause  a  notification  to  be  publicly  posted 
op^at  two  of  the  taverns  nearest  to  the  residence 
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laid,  leried,  and  eollected,  during  the  present 
war  between  the  United  States  and  Ghreat  Brit* 
ain,  and  until  the  purposes  aforesaid  shall  be 
completely^  aecomplishea.  And,  for  the  effeeloal 
application  of  the  revenue  to  be  raised  bjr  and 
from  the  said  duties  to  the  purposes  aforesaid,  in 
due  form  of  law,  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby  pledged:  Provided  altoajft.  That  when- 
ever Congress  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  alter, 
reduce,or  change,  the  said  duties,  or  either  of  them, 
it  shall  be  lawful  so  to  do,  upon  providing  and 
Bubstitating,  by  law,  at  the  same  time,  and  for 
the  same  purposes,  other  duties,  which  shall  be 
equally  productive  with  the  duties  so  altered,  re- 
duced, or  changed. 
Approved,  January  18. 1815. 


An  Act  supplementsry  to  the  set,  entitled  <<  An  act 
providing  lor  the  indemnification  of  certain  daimanti 
of  pnblic  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  oe,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, to  appoint  three  fit  and  disinterested  persons, 
to  be  and  act  as  commissioners,  by  virtue  of  an 
act,  entitled  ^An  act  providing  for  the  indemni- 
fication of  certain  claimants  of  pnblic  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory j'^  in  the  place  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  Secretary  or  the  Treasury,  and 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  time  being  j  and  the  said  persons  are  hereby 
constituted  and  appointed  a  board  of  commission- 
ers, any  two  of  whom  may  act  as  a  quorum^  as 
in  and  by  the  act  aforesaid  is  provided.  Which 
board  is  hereby  declared  to  be  intended  to  effect 
the  same  purposes  and  services  as  the  said  origi- 
nal board;  and  is.  in  everv  respect,  substituted 
for  the  same ;  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  exe- 
cute all  the  powers  granted  to,  and  directed  to 
perform  all  the  duties  enjoined  upon,  the  said 
original  board  of  commissioners,  according  to  the 
intent  and  provisions  of  the  act  aforesaid. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
commissioners  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  shall  meet  at  some  suitable  place  within 
the  District  of  Columbia,  on  the  fourth  Monday 
of  January  current,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may 
be,  to  enter  on  the  duties  assigned  them.  And 
that  they  shall  proceed  therein,  as  expeditiously 
as  may  be,  and  from  time  to  time  shall  certify  and 
report  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as 
to  the  sufficiency  of  the  releases  that  shall  have, 
been  made,  and  the  claims  they  shall  have  finally 
adjudged  and  allowed,  agreeably  to  the  third  sec- 
tion of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  supplementary. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  each 
of  the  said  commissiboent,  before  they  proceed  to 
execute  their  duties  as  such,  shall  take  the  fol- 
lowing oath,  or  affirmation,  to  wit :  *'  I,  A  B,  do 
solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  am  not  inter- 
ested in  the  event  of  any  decision  that  may  be 
made  by  this  board  of  commissioners,  and  that 
I  will  faithfully  and  impartially  discharge  and 
perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  on  me  as  a 
member  thereof:  and  will  adjudge  and  determine 


all  the  matters,  claims,  and  eoBiroTcf8ia,s«^ 
to  the  adjudication  and  determinttioi  of  & 
board,  according  to  the  bestof  my  tbili&e&i^ 
ably  to  the  laws  of  the  United  Siite^iodii!; 
principles  of  justice  and  equity." 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  fiawr  eaodiiTattke 
said  board  of  commissionefs  shall  kHpotet 
and  authority  to  appoint  a  secretary,  wbiiitr 
it  shall  be  to  receive^  file,  and  prcieni,ie  pi- 
pers, documents,  and  claims,  thatmafbtpgat- 
ed  to,  and  received  by,  said  board  of  coatanr 
ers,  and  to  enter  and  record  ill  the  oris ;» 
ceedings,  judgments,  and  determiutioDs,  sfi£ 
board  of  commissioners.  And  one  of  vA'^ 
missioners  shall  administer  an  oath  ioi«d» 
retary ,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  hb  dnf.  ^ 
there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  oat  of  the  Ta 
sury  of  the  United  States,  to  each  of  lin  a^ 
commissioners,  as  well  astotbesecretiry^jik: 
to  be  appointed,  as  a  compenaaiioB  fortkL'^ 
spective  services  under  this  a€t,aBdiafBU^^ 
same,  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  doUirs 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  UJkriheremctei  Tl>i:»» 
time  be,  and  hereby  is,  allowed  to  drposKii'-^ 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  releu6&:3 
United  States,  of  claims  ander  the  vu?^ 
tended  act,  of  the  State  of  Qtxnt^  Jf^ 
the  seventh  day  of  January,  9tnam^'^ 
and  ninety-five,  and  assignmesu  of  if^' 
claims  to  moneys  paid  into  the  tn^'"^ 
State  of  Georgia,  and  power  to  sociMr;  ai 
also  for  recording,  in  the  office  of  ih^BeffH^^' 
Sute,  any  deed  or  evidence  of  say tto«»»^ 
that  hath  been  released  to  the  Uaited  Stm^ 
that  shall  be  released  on  or  before  the  ^f^ 
appointed,  to  wit:  the  third  MoaiiTa*^* 
next.  And  so  mnch  of  the  act  of  CoJipes^ 
ed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thoaaoi  e^ 
hundredand three,  entitled  ''As aetrtfih^^ 

grants  of  lands  of  the  United  State*?*  t 
Itate  of  Tennessee,"  and  so  mach  «  w^ 
which  this  is  supplementary,  ss  eRl*/-"? 
ants  from  recording  their  claima  aiwtle^'j^ 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hoBirHtH-' 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repcaH  . 
Sec.  6.  Ami  he  UJwihermoiad,  W^ 
commissioners  be?  and  hereby  *^*""f^ 
empowered  to  consider  and  detemiatJ^J^ 
that  shall  have  been  duly  reletaed  loite  is' 

Slates,  on  or  before  the  said  t*»»"  *2iWr 
March,  which  may  be  made  and  I»*j^^ 
signeesofbankrupi8,orexecutors,oradmfl3^' 

on  estates  of  deceased  persoosj  *'>*^"*^,g 
solvent  and  subject  to  distnbatioa  ib^ 
creditors  of  the.  persons  so  deceased. 
Approved,  January  23,  181& 


An  Act  to  authorise  the  President  of  thi  Uutj^ 
to  accept  the  services  of  Stste  tzoopi  •>*  * 


teers. 


,1-/' 


Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  Thai  the  PJf^^^^ 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  w^- 


and  required  to  receive  iaio  the  serritf ^ 
United  States  any  corps  of  troops  *w^^ 
have  been,  or  may  be,  raised,  orgaatfee 
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ered,  onder  the  authority  of  an  v  of  the  States, 
lose  term  of  serrice  shall  not  be  less  than  twelve 
mths ;  which  corps,  when  received  into  the  ser- 
!e  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  sobject  to  the 
88  and  articles  of  war,  and  employed  in  the 
ite  raising  the  same,  or  in  the  adjoining  State, 
I  not  elsewhere,  except  with  the  assent  of  the 
ecutire  of  the  State  so  raising  the  same:  PrO' 
ecf,  That  said  corps  shall  not  contain  in  the 
ole,  exclusive  of  officers,  more  than  forty  thou* 
d  men ;  and  that  the  number  to  be  received  in 
r  State  shall  not  exceed  the  number  hereby  ap- 
tioned  to  such  State :  that  is  to  sav,  in  New 
mpshire,one  thousand  three  hundrea  and  eigh- 
).  In  Massachusetts,  four  thousand  three 
idred  and  ninety-fire.  In  Vermont,  one  thou- 
d  three  hundred  aod  eighteen.  In  Rhode 
nd,  four  hundred  and  forty.    In  Connecticut, 

thousand  five  hundred  and  forty.  In  New 
rk,  five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three. 
Hew  Jersey,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
iteeo.  In  Peansylvania,  five  thousand  and 
'-five.  In  Delaware,  four  hundred  and  forty. 
Maryland,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
ity.  lo  Virginia,  five  thousand  and  fifty-five. 
North  Carolina,  two  thousand  eight  hundred 

fifty-eight.  In  South  Carolina,  one  thou- 
1  nine  hundred  and  eighty.  In  Georgia,  one 
isand  three  hundred  and  eighteen.  In  Ken- 
cy,  two  thousand  ond  hundred  and  ninety-six. 
>hio,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  eigh- 
I.     In  Tennessee^  one  thousand  three  hundred 

eighteen.  In  Louisiana,,  two  hundred  and 
)tv.    And  be  it  further  provided,  That   in 

tnc  President  of  the  United  States  shall  here- 
r  call  on  the  Executives  of  the  several  States, 
)ld  in  readiness  their  respective  quotas  of  mi- 

for  service,  he  shall  consider  the  corps  of 
e  troops,  raised  in  any  State,  as  part  of  the 
a  of  such  State. 

Bc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
>s  as  aforesaid,  accepted  under  this  act,  shall 
rmed  and  equipped  at  the  expense  of  the  Uoi- 
States,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay, 
ling,  rations,  forage,  and  emoluments  of  every 
,  aod  (bounty  excepted)  to  the  same  benefits 
allowances  as  the  regular  troops  of  the  Uni- 
3tates. 

!c.  3;.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
ideot  of  the  United  States  be.  and  he  is  here- 
utborized  to  receive  into  the  service  of  the 
ed  States,  any  volunteers  who  may  offer  their 
ces,  to  be  organized  in  conformity  to  the 
respecting  the  organization  of  the  Military 
bli&hment  of  the  united  Slates :  Provided, 
the  whole  number  of  such  volunteers^  who 
be  in  service  at  any  one  time,  exclusive  of 
rs,  shall  not  exceed  forty  thousand  men. 

c.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
rs  of  the  said  volunteers  shall  be  commis* 
d  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  $ 
w^bile  in  actual  service,  the  said  volunteers 
be  entitled  to  the  same  pay,  rations,  forage, 
inoluments  of  every  kind,  and  (bounty  ex- 
d>  to  the  same  benefiia  and  allowances  aa 


the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 

Ssc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  volunteers  may,  at  their  option,  be  armed 
and  equipped  by  the  United  States,  or  at  their 
own  expense ;  and  in  case  they  arm  and  equip 
themselves,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  they  shall  each  be  entitled  to 
receive  six  and  one-quarter  cents  per  day,  while 
in  actual  service,  for  the  use  and  risk  of  such 
arms  and  equipments :  Provided,  That  the  com- 
pensation thus  allowed  shall  not  in  any  case  ex- 
ceed twenty-four  dollars:  And  provided  also. 
That  no  rifie  shall  be  received  into  the  service  or 
the  United  States,  whose  calibre  shall  be  formed 
to  carry  a  ball  of  a  smaller  size  than  at  the  rate 
of  seventy  balls  to  a  pound  weight. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the  said 
volunteers,  if  employed  in  service  for  a  term  not 
less  than  twelve  months,  may,  at  their  option,  be 
clothed  at  their  own  expense  or  by  the  United 
States  9  and  in  case  they  furnuh  their  own  clo* 
thiDg,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  in  money 
a  sum  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  clothing  allowed 
to  the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  tt  Jurther  enacted,  That  when- 
ever anv  poneommissioned  officer,  musician,  or 
private,  having  served  in  any  of  the  corps  of  State 
troops  or  volunteers,  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
dnriog  two  years,  or  who,  having  engaged  to 
serve  two  years,  shall  have  been  discharged  in 
consequence  of  the  termination  of  the  present 
war,  shall  have  obtained  from  the  commanding 
officer  of  his  company,  battalion,  or  regiment,  a 
certificate  that  he  had  faithfully  performed  nia 
duty^  whilst  in  service,  he  shall  be  allowed,  ia 
addition  to  the  emoluments  allowed  in  this  ac^ 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land :  and  the 
widow  and  children,  and  if  there  be  no  widow 
or  child,  then  the  parents  of  such  noncommis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  as  may 
have  engaged  for  a  term  of  service  not  less  than 
two  years,  and  who  may  be  killed  in  action  or 
die  in  the  service,  shall  likewise  be  allowed  the 
said  quantity  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land,  which  shall  be  surveyed  and  granted  in  the 
manner  provided  by  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to 
provide  for  the  designating,  surveying,  and  grant- 
lnfl^  the  military  bountv  lands." 

Ssc.  8.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
appointment  of  the  officers  of  the  said  volunteers, 
it  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  Statea 
for  the  term  of  twelve  months,  or  for  a  longer 
term,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  their 
advice  and  consent,  at  their  next  session,  after 
commissions  for  the  same  shall  have  been  issued. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That^  if  the 
whole  number  of  for  ty  thousand  men,  authorized  by 
the  first  section  of  this  act,  shall  not  be  furnished 
by  the  States,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  suppy  the  deficiency,  by 
accepting  the  services  of  volunteers  to  the  num- 
ber of  such  deficiency :  Provided,  That  the  whole 
number  of  State  troops  and  volunteers  together, 
accepted  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
not  exceed  eighty  thousand  men. 
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Sfic.  10.  And  be  ii  Jurther  enacted^  Tliat  the 
expenses  ineurred  ander  this  aet,  shall  be  defrayed 
out  of  the  appropriations  which  are.  or  which 
may  be,  aathorized^  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
calling:  ont  the  militia  for  the  defence  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Approved,  January  27, 1815. 


Mk  Act  to  prohibit  Intarcowie  with  the  Eoemy,  and 

fer  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacied^  fc.,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
any  collector,  naval  officer  surveyor,  or  inspector 
of  the  customs,  as  well  in  an  adjoining  district  as 
that  to  which  he  belongs,  to  enter  on  bmird,  search, 
and  examine,  any  ship,  vessel,  boat,  or  raft,  and 
if  he  shall  find  on  board  the  same  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise^  which  he  shall  have  prob- 
able cause  to  believe  are  subject  to  duty,  the  pay- 
ment of  which  is  intended  to  be  evaded,  or  have 
been  imported  into  the  United  States  in  any  man- 
ner contrary  to  law,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  seize 
aftd  secure  the  same  for  trial. 

Ssc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enadetL  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  collector,  naval  omcer,  surveyor, 
or  inspector  of  the  euatoiAs,  as  weH  in  any  adjoin- 
ing district,  as  that  to  which  he  belongs,  to  stop, 
aearch,  and  examine,  any  carriage  or  vehicle  of 
anjf  kind  whatsoever,  and  to  stop  any  person  trav- 
elling on  foot,  or  beast  of  burdea,  on  which  he 
ahall  suspect  tnere  are  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer^ 
ohandise,  which  are  subject  to  duty,  or  which 
shall  have  been  introduced  into  the  United  States 
in  anv  manner  contrary  to  law;  and  if  such  offi- 
cer shall  find  any  goods,  wares^  or  merchandise, 
on  any  such  carriage,  vehicle,  person  travelling 
on  foot,  or  beast  of  burden,  which  he  shall  have 

Cobable  cause  to  believe  are  subject  to  duty,  or 
ive  been  unlawfully  introduced  into  the  United 
States,  he  shall  seize  and  secure  the  same  for  trial. 
And  if  any  of  the  said  officers  of  the  customs  shall 
suspect  that  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise, 
which  are  subject  to  duty,  or  which  shall  have 
been  introduced  into  the  tJnited  States  contrary 
to  law,  are  concealed  in  any  particular  dwelling- 
house,  store,  or  other  building,  he  shall,  upon 
proper  application,  on  oath,  to  any  judge  or  jus- 
tice of  thej)eace,  be  entitled  to  a  warrant,  directed 
to  such  officer,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  serve 
the  same,  to  enter  such  hoase^  store,  or  other 
building,  in  the  day  time  only,  and  there  to  search 
and  examine  whether  there  are  any  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  which  are  subjeet  to  duty, 
or  have  been  unlawfully  imported ;  and  if,  on 
such  search  or  examination,  any  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  found,  which 
there  shall  be  probable  cause,  for  the  officer  mak- 
ing such  search  or  examination,  to  believe  are 
ittbject  to  duty,  or  have  been  unlawfully  intro- 
duced into  the  iJnited  States,  he  ^all  seize  vnd 
secure  the  same  for  trial. 

Sbg.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  if  any 
eitizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
person  or  persons  inhabiting  the  sarnie,  sitall 
transport,  or  attempt  to  transport,  over  land, 
or  by  water,  in  whatsoever  way,  or  by  whatso- 


ever raeaas.  naval  or  miUtsry  stores,  trs^  9 
munitions  of  war,  cattle,  live  stock,  ufinitt 
of  provisions,  cotton,  tobacco,  goodcsofiff.s; 
supplies  of  any  kind,  from  any  plaeiifidel»Br 
ted  States,  to  any  of  the  profineci«ttm(si7 
belonging  to  the  enemy,  or  of  wkiekikTBaf 
be  in  possession,  such  naval  or  ailianttia; 
arms,  or  the  munitions  of  wtr,cattltkR«d^ 
articles  of  iHrovisions,  cotton,  tok^snis 
money,  or  other  supplies,  together  viti .lis- 
riage  or  wagon,  cart,  sleigh,  ▼nsel,  boii,if.« 
Tehicle,  of  whatsoeer  kind,or  hon(,orothel«s, 
by  which  they,  or  any  of  theoi.  ire  tnss^ 
or  attempted  to  be  transported,  sball  be  fasaJ 
to  the  use  of  the  United  Sutes,  tod  tk«  perns 
persons  so  ofieoding,  or  aiding  or  phTf  uu 
stme,6hallforfeitand  pay,totheiwaftiieUEJi 
States,  a  sum  equal  in  value  to  the  aM «» 
merated  articles,  or  other  sapplics,  forfeited  fc 
aforesaid,  as  well  as  of  the  carnage,  vi{«a^ 
sleigh,  vessel,  boat,  raft,  or  other  Tebiele,orki£ 
used  to  transport  the  same ;  and  the  auldiis 
and  person»60  ofiending,  their  aiders  udil«n 
and  also  the  owner  or  owners  of  ufQf(^» 
enumerated  articles,  or  other  sapplies.kaor4^ 
such  illegal  act,  and  the  owner  cfovDeBi-v 
carriage,  wagon,  cart,  sleigh,  vesieif  iwt.A'^ 
other  vehicle,  or  beast,  used  with  ^svs.* 
their,  knowledge  and  consent^  to  jn*^J^ 


same,  shall,  moreover,  be  consMcidu^ 
a  misdemeanor,  and  oe  liable  to  be&eijjf'T 
sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  ddhcw^B^ 
prisoned  for  a  term  not  exceeding  \i«  !**• 
Pnmied,  That  nothing  herdBthi&i«» 
strued  to  prohibit  any  trao8portitioo,fff»^ 
or  account  of  the  United  States,  or  upi|^ 
or  the  supply  of  their  troops  or  araies,TaB^ 
ever  they  may  be.  „.  ^ 

Seo.  ^Andbe  U  jurther  mOA^^^;- 
collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  aid  »»^^. 
the  customs,  shall,  on  probable  ca«^"!|f 
power  and  authority  to  scixe,  s^oPifJ  J 
detain,  and  keep  in  custody,  until  i*.^^ 
been  ascertained  whether  the  «**.  .^ 
been  forfeited  or  not,  all  naral  or  mW^ 
arms,  or  the  munitions  of  war.  catti*!"''^^^ 
articles  of  provisions,  cotton,  ^^^*^L. 
money,  or  other  supplies,  transported,  or  »w 
ed  to  be  transported,  contrary  to  the  f^^'^^ 
of  the  next  preceding  section  of  thiiacti^^ 
as  the  carriage,  wagon,  cart,  rfeigh,  ▼«*,  ^ 
raft,  or  other  vehicles,  beast  or  ^^^ 
transport  the  same.  And  if  the  ^^^ 
ized  as  aforesaid,  or  any  of  theBi,shtll»«J^ 
able  cause  to  suspect  a  concealnwaMB  wj r 
licular  dwelling-bouse,  store,  or  bo»Mwg:«^j 
naval  or  military  stores,  arms,  (X  m^ 
war,  cattle,  live  slock,  articles  of  prona^^ 
ton,  tobacco,  goods,  money,  or  «"*' l[5 
with  intent  to  be  conveyed  or  tt*5Si# 
trary  to  the  provisions  of  the  next  f^^ 
tion  of  this  act,  they,  or  e*^*"^  •f.^^fj^/ 
upon  proper  application,  ^'^PP^^Lr^ 
affirmation,  to  any  judge  or  jnstice  ot  n»^ 
be  entitled  to  a  warrant,  directed  «of'^^» 
who  is  hereby  authorized  toserre  ^^ 
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red,  under  the  authority  of  tutr  of  the  States, 

>se  term  of  service  shall  not  be  less  than  tweWe 

ths ;  which  corps,  when  received  into  the  ser- 

of  the  United  States,  shall  be  subject  to  the 

i  and  articles  of  war,  and  employed  in  the 

•e  raising  the  same,  or  in  the  adjoining  State, 

not  elsewhere,  except  with  the  assent  of  the 

;u(i¥e  of  the  State  so  raising  the  same:  PrO' 

/,  That  said  corps  shall  not  contain  in  the 

.e,  exclasireof  officers,  more  than  forty  thou* 

men ;  and  that  the  number  to  be  receiTed  in 

3tate  shall  not  exceed  the  number  hereby  ap- 

oned  to  such  State :  that  is  to  sav,  in  New 

^  pshire,  one  thousand  three  hondrea  and  eigh* 

In    Massachusetts,  four  thousand  three 

red  and  ninety-five.    In  Vermont,  one  thou- 

three  hundred  aod  eighteen.    In  Rhode 

d,  fonr  hundred  and  forty.    In  Connecticut, 

'housand  fire  hundred  and  forty.    In  New 

,  fivethousand.nine  hundred  and  thirty-three. 

3w  Jersey,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 

eeo.    In  PeansylTania,  five  thousand  and 

ive.    In  Delaware,  four  hundred  and  forty. 

Maryland,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 

y.    lo  Virginia,  fire  thousand  and  fifty-fire. 

orth  Carolma,  two  thousand  eight  hundred 

-5fty-eight.    In  South  Carolina,  one  thou- 

'  nine  hundred  and  eighty.    In  Georgift)  one 

and  three  hundred  and  eighteen.    In  Ken- 

%  two  thousand  onti  hundred  and  ninety-six. 

■'  lio,  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  eigh- 

In  Tennessee^  one  thousand  three  hundred 

•ighteen.    In  Louisiana,,  two  hundred  and 

y.    And  be  U  further  provided^  That   in 

'  he  President  otihe  United  States  shall  here- 

call  on  the  Bxecutires  of  the  several  States, 

d  in  readiness  their  respective  quotas  of  mi- 

for  service,  he  shall  consider  the  corps  of 

troops,  raised  in  any  State,  as  part  of  the 

of  such  State. 

?.  2.  And  be  UJurther  enacted^  That  the 
as  aforesaid,  accepted  under  this  act,  shall 
(ned  and  equioped  at  the  expense  of  the  Uoi- 
tates,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay, 
in^,  rations,  forage,  and  emoluments  of  every 
and  (bounty  excepted)  to  the  same  benefits 
llowances  as  the  regular  troops  of  the  Uni- 
tates. 

3.  3;.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 

dent  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 

jthorized  to  receive  into  the  service  of  the 

id  Slates,  any  volunteers  who  may  offer  their 

;es,  to  be  organized  in  conformity  to  the 

respecting  the  organization  of  the  Military 

)li&hment  of  the  United  Slates:  Provided^ 

the  whole  number  of  such  volunteers^  who 

,  be  in  service  at  any  one  time,  exclusive  of 

^rs,  shall  not  exceed  forty  thousand  men. 

^c.  4.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
rs  of  the  said  volunteers  shall  be  commis* 
d    by  the  President  of  the  United  Slates ; 

.  wbile  in  actual  service,  the  said  volunteers 
b^  entitled  to  the  same  pay,  rations,  forage, 

*oh  oiuments  of  every  kind,  and  (bounty  ex- 

^^  to  the  same  benefits  and  allowances  as 


the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 

Sso.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
said  volunteers  may,  at  their  option,  be  armed 
and  equipped  by  the  United  States,  or  at  their 
own  expense ;  and  in  case  they  arm  and  equip 
themselves,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  they  shall  each  be  entitled  to 
receive  six  and  one-quarter  cents  per  day,  while 
in  actual  service,  for  the  use  and  risk  of  such 
arms  and  equipments :  Provided,  That  the  com- 
pensation thus  allowed  shsll  not  in  any  case  ex- 
ceed twenty-four  dollars:  And  provided  also. 
That  no  rifle  shall  be  received  into  the  service  or 
the  United  States,  whose  calibre  shall  be  formed 
to  carry  a  ball  of  a  smaller  size  than  at  the  rate 
of  seventy  balls  to  a  pound  weight. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the  said 
volunteers,  if  employed  in  service  for  a  term  not 
less  than  twelve  months,  may,  at  their  option,  be 
clothed  at  their  own  expense  or  by  the  United 
States ;  and  in  case  they  furnish  their  own  clo- 
th iog,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  in  money 
a  sum  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  clothing  allowed 
to  the  regular  troops  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  tt  Jurther  enaOed,  That  when- 
ever any  poneommissioned  officer,  musician,  or 
private,  having  served  in  any  of  the  corps  of  Suite 
troops  or  volunteers,  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
during  two  years,  or  who,  having  engaged  to 
serve  two  years,  shall  have  been  discharged  in 
consequence  of  the  termination  of  the  present 
war,  shall  have  obtained  from  the  commanding 
officer  of  his  company,  battalion,  or  regiment,  a 
certificate  that  he  had  faithfully  performed  hia 
duty  whilst  in  service,  he  shall  be  allowed,  ia 
addition  to  the  emoluments  allowed  in  this  ac^ 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land :  and  the 
widow  and  children,  and  if  there  be  no  widow 
or  child,  then  the  parents  of  such  noncommis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  as  may 
have  engaged  for  a  term  of  service  not  less  than 
two  years,  and  who  may  be  killed  in  action  or 
die  in  the  service,  shall  likewise  be  allowed  the 
said  quantity  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land,  which  shall  be  surveyed  and  granted  in  the 
manner  provided  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  tor  the  designating,  surveying,  and  grant- 
ing, the  military  bountv  lands." 

Bsc.  8.  And  be  Ufiirther  enacted,  That  the 
appointment  of  the  officers  of  the  said  volunteerS|' 
it  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  term  of  twelve  months,  or  for  a  longer 
term,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  their 
advice  and  consent,  at  their  next  session,  after 
commissions  for  the  same  shall  have  been  issued. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That^  if  the 
whole  number  of  forty  thousand  men,  authorized  by 
the  first  section  of  this  act,  shall  not  be  furnished 
by  the  States,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  suppy  the  deficiency,  by 
accepting  the  services  of  volunteers  to  the  num- 
ber of  such  deficiency :  Provided,  That  the  whole 
number  of  State  troops  and  volunteers  together, 
accepted  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
not  exceed  eighty  thousand  men. 
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BBSS,  on  the  trial  for  soch  penaltsr  ar  forfeitare, 
sacb  officer  or  other  person  may  be  a  witness 
upon  the  said  trial,  but  in  such  case  he  shall  not 
receiTe^  or  be  entitled  to,  any  part  or  share  of  the 
said  penalty  or  forfeiture,  and  the  part  or  share 
to  which  he  otherwise  would  hare  been  entitled 
shall  revert  to  the  United  States. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
suit  or  prosecution  be  commenced  in  any  State 
court,  against  any  collector,  naral  officer, surveyor, 
inspector,  or  any  other  officer,  civil  or  militarv, 
or  any  other  person  aiding  or  assisting,  agreeable 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  undercolor  thereof, 
for  anything  done,  or  omitted  to  be  done,  as  an 
officer  of  the  customs,  or  for  anything  done  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  or  under  color  thereof,  and  the 
defendant  shall,  at  the  time  of  entering  his  appear- 
ance in  such  court,  file  a  petition  for  the  removal 
of  the  cause  for  trial  at  the  next  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States  to  be  holden  in  the  district 
where  the  suit  is  pending,  and  offer  good  and  suf- 
cient  surety  for  his  entering  bail  in  such  court,  on 
the  first  day  of  its  session,  copies  of  said  process 
against  him,  and  also  for  his  there  appearing  at  the 
oonrtandenterinffspecialbailinthecause,iApeeial 
bail  was  originaUy  required  therein,  it  shall  then 
be  the  duty  of  the  State  court  to  accept  the  surety, 
and  proceed  no  further  in  the  cause,  and  the  bail 
that  shall  have  been  originally  taken  shall  be  dis- 
charged ;  and  such  copies  being  entered  as  afore- 
said in  such  court  of  the  United  States,  the  cause 
shall  there  proceed  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it 
had  been  brought  there  by  original  process,  what- 
ever may  be  the  amount  of  the  sum  in  dispute, 
or  damages  claimed,  or  whatever  the  citizenship 
of  the  parties,  any  former  law  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding :  and  any  attachment  of  the  goods 
or  estate  of  the  defendant,  by  the  original  process, 
shall  hold  the  ^oods  or  esute  so  attached  to  an- 
swer the  final  judgment,  in  the  same  manner  as 
by  the  laws  of  such  State  they  would  have  been 
holden  to  answer  final  judj^ment,  had  it  been  ren- 
dered by  the  court  in  which  the  suit  was  oom- 
menced.  And  it  shall  ^  lawful,  in  any  action 
or  prosecution  which  may  be  now  pending,  or 
hereafter  commenced,  before  any  State  court 
whatever,  for  anything  done,  or  omitted  to  be 
done,  by  the  defendant,  as  an  inspector  or  other 
officer  of  the  customs,  after  final  judgment,  for 
either  party  to  remove  and  tiansfer,  by  appeal,  such 
decision,  during  the  session  or  term  of  said  court, 
at  which  the  same  shall  have  taken  place,  from 
such  court  to  the  next  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  held  in  the  district  in  which  such  ap- 
peal shall  be  taken  in  manner  aforesaid ;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  person  taking  such  appeal, 
to  produce  and  enter  in  the  said  circuit  court  at- 
tested copies  of  the  process,  proceedings,  and  judg- 
ment, in  such  cause ;  and  it  shall  also  M  competent 
for  either  party,  within  six  months  of  the  rendition 
of  a  judgment  in  any  such  cause,  by  writ  of  error, 
or  other  process,  to  remove  the  same  to  the  circuit 
court  of^  the  United  States  of  that  district  in 
which  such  judgment  shall  have  been  rendered, 
and  the  said  circuit  court  shall  thereupon  prooeed 
to  try  and  determine  the  facts  and  theiaw  la  each 


action,  in  the  same  maaaer  as  if  tht  aae  si 
been  there  originaUy  commeaeed;  tbejt^ 
in  such  case  notwithstanding.  Aad  uf  k 
which  may  have  been  taken,  or  propenrittielei 
shall  be  holden  on  the  final  jodgmcu if  tit  ai^ 
circuit  court  in  such  aetioa,  iathe  suesuMr 
as  if  no  such  removal  and  tnatfer  kykn^ 
as  aforesaid ;  and  the  State  coartfroBiviaf 
such  action  may  be  removed  sad  tnnblii 
aforesaid,  upon  the  party's  giviof  gooduifi- 
cient  security  for  the  proseeotios  tbrfoii^ 
allow  the  same  to  be  removed  and  \xvdBti 
and  proceed  no  further  in  the  esse:  Pmsd 
however,  That  if  the  party  aforesaiddiillMiKr 
to  enter  the  removal  and  transfer  asiforRdi 
the  circuit  court,  agreeable  to  this  act,  tkSia 
court,  by  which  judgment  shall  hare  bees  t& 
dered.  and  from  which  the  transfer  aad  ms^ 
shall  have  been  made  as  aforesaid,  shall  beirist- 
ized,  on  motion  for  that  purpoae,  to  isu  en^ 
tion,  and  to  carry  into  effect  any  sgek  joifsa^ 
the  same  as  if  no  soch  removal  aad  nusiff  ^ 
been  made:  Provided  neverlkdm,  TtotbK^ 
shall  not  be  construed  toapplytoaofprasetu 
for  an  offence  involving  corporal  ps&isASBi 
And  provided  aleo,  Thatnosaehai^s^^ 
allowed  in  any  criminal  actios  or  pr»(^ 
where  final  judgment  shall  have  bcea  a^^ 
favor  of  the  defendant,  or  reBpoBde&t,bf»&3tt 
court ;  and  in  any  action  or  Droaeeotioi  i|!^ 
any  person  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  km  ^^ 
person  to  plead  the  general  issue,  laip^^ 
act  and  an v  special  matter  in  erideact  &»^ 
in  any  such  suit,  the  plaintiff  is  DOiiBi<>'l^' 
meat  pass  against  him,  the  defendaotsuUn^ 
double  costs. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  Jutiker  enacted  Tttttu&f 
suit  or  prosecution  against  any  persiai'^ 
act  or  thing  done  as  an  officer  of  the  ettf*^^ 
any  person  aiding  or  assisting  soeh  ^^^^ 
and  judgmentshul  be  given  agaiftst(lKdB»>f 
or  respondent,  if  it  shall  appear  to  ^^^ 
fore  which  such  suit  or  prosecatioo  ^^  *^ 
that  there  was  probable  cause  for  ^^^T^ 
thing,  such  court  ahatl  order  a  pfop^  68Q>^ 
or  entry  to  be  made  thereof,  aod  is  sQ^^f 
defendant  or  respondent  shall  not  be  W"^ 
costs,  nor  shall  he  be  liable  to  ex«B^^ 
any  action  of  damages,  or  to  a&f  ^^?^. 
prosecution  for  the  act  done  hjhm^f^. 
Provided,  That  such  property  or  «rt«»?'^" 
held  in  custody  by  the  defendant,  if u;"'^^ 
judgment,  forthwith  returned  tochedaiBU)''' 
claimants,  his,  her,  or  their,  agent  oragei» 

Sac,  10.  And  be  U  JMier  emOd,  T^* 
citizen,  or  person  usually  residiif  ^^  ^ 
United  '^  .    "  -         -^—j  »-  ^ 

frontier 
long 

possessed,  without  a  passport  fiist  -  ^  . 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secrecarf  ot  w»  ^ 
other  officer,  civil  or  military,  Mi*»o"^L 
President  of  the  United  Suicet  to  g^l^^ 
or  from  the  Governor  of  a  Stare  or  Tem- 
nor  shall  any  citizen,  or  person  wiid««»^, 
8aid|  of  his  own  aecordi  upon  any  pteteaee 
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er  tooh  dwelUog-houM,  store  or  other  baild- 
,  io  day  time  ooIVteDd  there  to  search  for  such 
J  enumeraied  articles  or  other  supplies,  as 
ra«aid ;  and  in  case  any  be  fouod,  to  seize,  de- 
I,  and  keep  in  custody,  until  it  shall  have  been 
eited  or  not ;  and  if  such  unlawful  intent  exist, 
iforesaid,  any  judge  or  justice,  acting  upon 
bable  cause,  aforesaid,  is  hereby  authorised 

required,  on  the  owner  or  owners  of  such 
meraled  articles,  or  other  supplies,  being 
tight,  on  due  process,  before  him,  to  hold  him 
bem  to  security  in  a  sufficient  sum,  with  suf- 
sot  bail  for  his  or  their  good  behaviour,  as  a 
ion  or  persons  suspected,  upon  probable  cause, 
iforesaid,  of  carrying  on  trade  or  intercourse 
h  the  enemy ;  the  said  authority  to  bind  to 
d  behaviour,  to  extend  also  to  the  persons  har- 

the  custody  or  charge  of  such  prohibited  ar- 
es or  other  supplies,  with  knowledge  of  the 
ainal  intention  to  transport  them  as  aforesaid ; 
voided  alwayt^  That  the  necessity  of  a  search 
rrant,  arising  under  this  act,  shall  in  no  case 
sonsidered  as  applicable  to  any  carriage,  wa- 
,  cart,  sleigh,  vessel,  boat,  or  other  vehicle,  of 
atever  form  or  construction,  employed  as  a 
Jium  of  transportation,  or  to  packages,  on  any 
mal  or  animals,  or  carried  by  man  on  foot. 
i  pfxmded  aUo^  That  all  the  said  enumerated 
.cles  or  other  supplies,  which  shall  be  seized 
virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  put  into,  and  remain 
the  custody  of  the  collector,  or  such  other  per* 

as  he  shall  appoint  for  that  purpose,  until  it 
11  have  been  ascertained  whether  the  same 
re  been  forfeited  or  not. 
Kbo.  5.  And  be  UJuriher  enactedj  That  every 
lector  of  the  customs  shall  have  authority, 
h  the  approbation  of  the  principal  officer  oi 

Treasury  I>epartment,  to  employ,  within  his 
trict,  such  number  of  proper  persons,  as  inspec- 
s  of  the  custooM,  as  he  shall  judge  necessary, 

0  are  hereby  declared  to  be  officers  of  the  cus» 
as ;  and  the  said  inspectonL  before  they  enter  on 

1  duties  of  their  offices,  shall  take  and  subseribe, 
ore  the  collectors  appointing  them,  or  before 
ae  magistrate,  within  their  respective  districts, 
horizM  by  law  to  administer  oaths,  the  foUow- 

oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit:  ^I— ».—», 
'ing  been  appointed  an  inspector  of  the  cns- 
is/withitt  and  far  the  districi,  of  — — ,  do 
fcnnly,  sincerely,  and  truly,  swear  or  affirm 

the  case  may  be,)  that  I  will  diligently  and 
lafully  execute'  the  duties  of  the  said  office  of 
[MCtor,  and  will  use  my  best  endeavors  to  pre- 
it  and  detect  frauds  and  violations  against  the 
rs  of  the  United  States ;  I  further  swear,  or 
rtn,  that  I  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
lited  States." 

3bc.  6.  And  be  UJurther  enacted,  That  any 
lector,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  or  inspector, 
len  proceeding  to  make  any  search  or  seizure 
ihorized  by  this,  act,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby, 
I  powered  to  command  any  person  who  shall  be 
thin  ten  miles  of  the  place  where  snch  search 
seizure  shall  be  madie,  to  aid  and  assist  such 
icer  in  the  discharge  and  performance  of  bis 
ty  tberain ;  and  if  any  penon,  being  so  com- 


manded^ shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  aid  and  assiH 
such  officer  in  making  such  search  or  seizure,  the 
person  to  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  a  sum  not  exceedinff  two  hundred  dollars, 
and  not  less  than  fifty  dollars.  And  such  officer 
may  also  demand,  in  cases  of  resistance,  the  assist- 
ance of  the  marshal  of  the  district,  or  any  of  his 
deputies,  who  shall  call  upon  the  posse  of  the  dis- 
trict, if  necessary,  in  hb  or  their  judgment,  to 
render  effectual  the  execution  of  this  act ;  and 
all  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  the  district  above 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  able  to  travel,  who 
refuse  or  neglect,  on  profMr  notice  from  the  mar* 
shal.  or  any  of  his  deputies,  to  join  such  posse. 
shall  be  considered  guilty  or  a  misdemeanor,  ana 
be  liable  to  be  fined,  in  any  sum  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  dollars,  and  be  imprisoned,  for  any 
term  not  exceeding  three  months. 

Seo.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
forfeitures  and  penalties  mentioned  in  this  act 
shall  be  sued  for,  prosecuted,  and  recovered,  or 
inflicted,  by  action  of  debt,  or  by  information  or 
indictment,  in  any  court  competent  to  take  cog* 
nizance  thereof  and  try  the  same;  and  that  lul 
forfeitures  and  penalties,  so  recovered,  by  virtue 
of  thu  act,  shall,  after  deducting  all  proper  costa 
and  charges,  be  disposed  of  as  follows :  one  moiety 
shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury  thereof,  by  the  collector 
recovering  the  same;  the  other  moiety  shall  be 
divided  between,  and  paid  in  equal  proportions 
to,  the  collector  and  naval  officer  of  the  district, 
and  surveyor  of  the  port,  wherein  the  same  shall 
have  been  incurred,  or  to  such  of  the  said  officers 
as  there  may  be  in  the  said  district ;  and  in  dis* 
tricts  where  only  one  of  the  aforesaid  offices  shall 
have  been  established,  the  said  moiety  shall  be 
given  to  such  officer :  Provided  That  where  the 
seizure  shall  have  been  made  by  aoy  inspector 
or  inspectors,  out  of  the  presence  of  the  collector, 
naval  officer,  or  surveyor,  such  inspector  or  inspec- 
tors shall  be  entitleu,  in  addition  to  such  other 
compensation  as  may  be  allowed  them,  to  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  on  the  moiety  herein  given  to  the 
collector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  as  aforesaid, 
or  to  either  of  them :  And  provided  aleo.  That  ift 
all  cases  where  such  penalties  and  forfeitures 
shall  be  recovered,  in  pursuance  of  informatioa 
given  to  such  collector,  naval  officer,  or  surveyor, 
by  uiy  private  informer,  the  one*nalf  of  such 
moiety  shall  be  given  to  such  informer,  and  the 
remainder  thereof  shall  be  disposed  of  between 
the  collector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  in  man- 
ner aforesaid,  and  the  same  allowance  or  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  to  inspectors,  when  the  seizure  is 
made  by  them  as  aforesaid :  And  provided  like* 
wee,  That  whenever  the  value  or  the  property 
seized,  condemned,  and  sold,  under  this  act,  shau 
be  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  that 

Sirt  of  the  forfeiture  which  accrues  to  the  United 
tates,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary, 
shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  costs  of 
prosecution :  And  it  iefiaiher  provided,  That  if 
aay  officer,  or  otha  person,  entitled  to  a  part  or 
share  of  aoy  of  the  penalties  or  forfeitures  incurred 
in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  necessary  as  a  wit* 
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same  terms  and  eondttioM  at  have  been  provided 
for  the  sale  of  olher  lands  of  the  United  States. 
All  the  lands  in  the  said  tract,  remaining  unsold 
at  the  close  of  the  said  sales,  maj  be  dispoeed  of 
at  private  sale  by  the  register  of  the  land  offiee 
of  the  said  district,  on  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  are  provided  for  the  sale  of  other  public 
lands  in  the  same  district ;  and  patients  shall  be 
obtained  in  the  same  manner  as  in  ease  of  other 
lands  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  the 
aforesaid  register  and  receiver  of  public  moneys 
shall,  each,  receive  foor  dollars  per  day  for  each 
day's  attendance  on  the  public  sales  directed  by 
this  act. 

Approved,  February  4, 1615. 


An  Act  Ibr  giving  fiirther  time  to  the  pvcbasers  of 
public  lends  to  cemplele  their  payments. 

Be  ii  enadedt  ^^  That  every  person  who, 
after  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ten,  and  prior  to  the  first  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  had  pur- 
chased any  tract  or  tracts  of  land  of  the  United 
States,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  at  any  of  the  land  offices  of  the 
United  States,  and  whose  lands  have  not  al- 
ready been  actually  sold  or  reverted  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  non-payment  of  part  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  shall  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  al- 
lowed the  further  time  of  three  years,  from  and 
after  the  expiration  of  the  period  already  given 
by  law,  for  completing  the  payment  of  the  por- 
cnase  money  aforesaid;  which  further  time  of 
three  years  shall  be  allowed  only  on  the  follow- 
ing conditions :  first,  all  arrears  of  interest  on  the 
purchase  money  shall  be  paid  on  or  before  the 
expiration  of  the  time  for  completing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  purchase  money  according  to  former 
laws :  Frmnded^  That  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
time  for  completing  the  payment  of  the  purchase 
money  may  have  expired,  or  shall  expire,  before 
the  first  day  of  June  next,  the  interest  may  be 
paid  on  or  before  that  day :  second,  the  residue 
of  the  sum  due  on  account  of  the  principal  of 
such  purchase  shall  be  paid,  with  interest  thereon, 
in  three  equal  annual  payments,  as  follows,  viz : 
one*third  of  the  said  sum,  with  the  interest  due 
thereon^  within  one  year ;  one-third  of  the  said 
sum,  with  the  interest  due  thereon,  witbio  two 
years;  and  the  residue,  with  the  interest  doe 
thereon^  within  three  years,  after  the  expiration 
of  the  time  for  completing  tne  pavments  on  such 
purchases  according  to  law.  And  in  case  of  fail- 
ure to  pay  the  arrears  of  interest,  or  any  of  the 
three  instalments  of  principal,  with  the  accruing 
interest,  at  the  time  above-mentioned,  the  tract 
of  land  shall  be  forthwith  advertised  and  ofiered 
for  sale,  in  the  manner  and  on  the  terms  directed 
by  law  in  case  of  lands  not  paid  within  the  time 
limited  by  law,  and  shall  revert  to  the.  United 
States  in  like  manner,  if  the  same  is  not  sold  at 
such  sale. 

Approved,  February  4, 1815. 


An  Act  10  alter  and  amsad dM  ssfwil  Kk kii^ 
liriung  a  Navy  DepertaMBt,  by  atf^tbai 
Boaidof 


Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Praiv  of  ce 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  herebf.aiiDnRf.k 
and  with  the  advice  and  eooseat  of  ;kSatti 
to  appoint  three  o£Bcers  of  theNaTj,iterui; 
shall  not  be  below  a  post  capiain,  vboiiLse- 
stitute  a  Board  of  Commissioners  for  tklbntf 
the  United  States;  and  shall  hiTepoivtsia: 
such  rules  and  regulations  for  the  goreRna^f 
their  meetings  as  they  may  iadge apdi&'ui 
the  board  so  constituted  shall  be  attte&cd  s^ 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  NaTj.iad,Qk 
his  superintendence,  shall  discharge  all  tkcai^ 
terial  duties  of  said  office,  relatire  totlle{lrocs^ 
ment  of  naval  stores  and  materiaku^  tk  ^ 
struction,  armament,  equipmeot,  and  efflplcj6£ 
of  vesseb  of  war,  as  well  as  all  odm  si!^ 
connected  with  the  Naval  BsuUishan:  c!  u: 
United  States.  And  the  said  board  ^  ij?^' 
their  own  secretary,  who  shall  reccire,  it » 
pensation  for  his  services,  a  sam  not  ex»^ 
two  thousand  dollars  per  anoam,  vkostn!!  ke; 
a  fair  record  of  their  proceeding  soiijett  i; 
all  times  to  the  inspection  of  the  ?nsk:^ 
the  United  States  and  the  Seerettrf  a  ^ 
Navy. 

Skc.  2,  And  be  U  Jwrtker  mOd,  Tit({« 
aaid  Board  of  Commissioncra,  ^  u'  "^  "^ 
consent  of  the  Secratary  of  the  Hv^Mf^ 
hereby,  authorized  to  prepare  sachrsB»^1*' 
lations  as  shall  be  necessary  for  seeviis  ^  bit 
formity  in  the  several  classes  of  iw^vkj^ 
equipments,  and  for  repairing  and  leioitl^ 
and  for  securing  responsibility  in  the  «^^ 
officers  and  agents;  which  r^iauoU)V>f^ 
proved  by  the  President  of  the  ^^^^^^ 
shall  be  respected  and  obeyed  usiil  ^^ 
revoked  by  the  same  authoritr,  aad  ^r^^ 
and  regulations,  thus  prepared  and  ajfrsr^^r 
be  laid  before  Congress  at  their  oexi  ^  I 
shaU  also  be  the  duty  of  said  board,  flp«  ^ 
quisition  of  the  Secretary  of  the  NafyiJ"'^ 
all  the  estimates  of  expenditarevbicliu»j^ 
branches  of  the  service  maf  ttqwt  v^ 
other  information  aad  sutemeouasliev!^ 
necessary. 

Sac.  3.  And  he  il  further  «w*^2^i 
officer  of  the  said  board  holding  tbe  oM^ 
mission  shall  preside;  aod  eau  CoeiB^ 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive,  ia  coap^°^  "^ 


his  services,  three  thousand  fin  IfQ*^ .  ^ 
perann«m.'in  lieu  of  wages,  ^^^^.^^^ 
emodumeats,  as  naval  officers;  aod  ■ill^'^ 
paekets  to  aad  from  the  said  Co«o»J^ 
which  relate  to  their  official  datics,  m^^\ 
fk'om  postage. 

Sac.  4.  AndbeitfkriKerenaeted,V^^^^ 
in  this  act  shall  be  coostraed  to  take  tP^ 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  his  control  and  dii*^ 
of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  ^  • 
by  law  possessed. 

Approved,  February  7, 1815. 
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er,  be  permitted,  withoot  raeb  panport,  to  go 
tMird  of  eoy  of  the  ships,  or  vessels,  or  boftts, 
le  eoemy,  on  the  Lakes,  along  the  seaboard, 
sewhere  witlaiii  the  bays,  soaods,  rirers,  or 
rs,  of  the  United  States,  or  to  hold  any  inter- 
;e  with  such  esemy,  or  with  aoy  officer  there- 
lor  shall  any^  citizen,  or  person  residing  as 
said,  be  permitted,  without  such  passport, 
sit  or  |;o  to  any  camp  of  the  enemy  estab- 
1  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or 
rhere,  or  to  hold  any  intercourse  with  the 
',  or  with  any  officer  belonging  thereto ;  and 
loever  shall  Toluntariiy  ofiend  against  any  of 
)rohibitions  aforesaid,  mentioned  in  this  sec- 
sball  be  considered  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
liable  to  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  ezceediog 
thousand  dollars,  and  to  imprisonment  for 
term  not  exceeding  three  years.  And  every 
)n  coming;  from  any  of  the  enemy's  pro- 
es  or  territory,  into  the  United  States,  shall 
rt  himself  forthwith,  or  as  soon  as  practica- 
;bereafter.  to  the  military  commander,  or  to 
oUector,  brother  chief  officer  of  the  customs, 
le  district  within  which  he  may  first  arrive, 
I  pain,  wherever  the  same  is  omitted,  of  be- 
liable  to  the  same  prosecution  and  punish- 
t,  as  is  above  provided  in  cases  of  unlawful 
course  with  the  enemy,  without  the  author- 
if  a  passport. 

;c.  li.  And  be  itJuHhtrenaeied^  That  any 
>n  or  person  s  found  hovering  upon  the  fron- 
near  any  of  Che  provinces  or  territory  belong- 

0  the  enem^,  or  of  which  he  may  be  pos- 

d,  or  travelling  towards  and  near  the  same, 
distance  from  his  or  their  usual  place  of 

e  or  residence,  and  without  any  iawrul  busi- 
requiring  his  or  their  attendance  there,  and 
out  a  passport,  shall  be  liable  to  be  held  to 
rity  for  his  or  their  good  behaviour,  in  the 
aer  pointed  out  in  the  fourth  section  of  this 
IS  a  person  or  persons  suspeeted,  upon  probable 

e,  of  beinff  engaged  in  unlawful  trade  or  in- 
)urse  with  the  enemy:  Provided  alwaye^ 
t  nothing  contained  in  any  part  of  this  act 

1  be  construed  to  alter,  in  any  respect,  the 
of  treason. 

Bc.  12.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  it 
I  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
es,  or  such  other  person  as  he  shall  have  em- 
ered  for  that  pnrpoee,  to  employ,  under  pro- 
instructions,  to  be  bv  him  given,  in  cases  of 
tance,  such  jMrt  of  the  land  and  naval  forces 
lie  United  States,  or  the  militia  thereof,  as 
I  be  judged  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  aid* 
ind  co-operating  with  the  officers  of  the  eu»> 
I,  and  all  other  civil  magistrates,  in  seizing  and 
ring  persons  engaged,  or  suspected,  upon  pro- 
e  cause  as  aforesaid,  to  be  engaged,  in  unlawful 
I  or  intercourse  with  the  enemy  as  aforesaid, 
ther  with  the  articles  or  supplies,  or  vessels, 
s,  vehicles,  or  animals,  employed  as  aforesaid, 
iich  trade  or  intercourse,  and  searching  for 
seizing  any  property  subject  to  duty,  or  which 
)een  unlamully  imported. 
:c.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  this 
hall  continue  in  force  during  the  continuance 


of  the  present  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  and  no  longer:  Provided^ 
That  the  termination  of  the  said  war  shall  not  be 
construed  to  stop  or  annul  any  proceedings  that 
may  theretofore  have  been  commenced,  or  con- 
eluded,  or  in  any  way  destroy  or  impair  any 
rights  or  privileges  accruing  under,  secured,  or 
given,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  but  applicable  to  any 
transaction  prior  thereto,  the  same  proceedings 
shall  and  may  be  had  as  though  this  act  were  in 
full  force. 
Approved,  February  4, 1815. 


An  Act  snpplsmentaty  to  the  act,  entitled  <<An  set  to 
amend  the  aot  laying  duties  on  lioenses  to  rstailerB 
of  wines,  ^iritooos  liquon,  and  foreign  meichaa- 
dise,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Be  U  enaetedj  ^c.  That  the  fourth  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  laying 
duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  and  tot  other 
purposes,"  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  and  in- 
clude any  still,  boiler,  or  other  vessel,  used  in 
distillation,  burnt  or  otherwise  destroyed,  whether 
the  burning  or  destruction  have  taken  place  be- 
fore or  since  the  passage  of  the  above  recited  act. 

Approved,  February  4, 1815. 


An  Act  attaching  to  the  Canton  District,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio,  the  tract  of  land  lying  between  the  fi)ot  of 
the  rapids  of  the  Miama  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  Con- 
necticut western  reserve. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  all  that  tract  of  land 
lying  between  tne  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  river 
Miami  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  Western  line  of  the 
Connecticut  reserve,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  which 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  by  certain  tribes 
of  Indians,  at  a  treaty  concluded  at  Brownstown, 
in  the  Michigan  Territory,  on  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight,  shall  be  attached  to,  and  made  a  part 
of,  the  district  of  Canton. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted,  That  in  sur- 
veying and  dividing  the  lands  by  this  act  attach- 
ed to  the  district  of  Canton,  the  ordinary  mode  of 
surveying  the  public  lands  shall  be  so  far  deviated 
from,  that  the  boundary  lines  of  the  tracts  to  be 
laid  oiff  therein  shall  be  run  parallel  to,  and  at  ri^ht 
angles  with,  the  road  laid  out  in  conformity  with 
the  said  treaty,  and  in  every  other  respect  the 
surveys  shall  be  made  in  the  same  manner,  and 
for  the  same  compensation  allowed  for  the  sur- 
veying, the  other  public  lands  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  all  the 
lands  bv  this  act  attached  to  the  district  of  Can- 
ton, shall  be  ofieredfor  sale  to. the  highest  bidder, 
under  the  direction  of  the  register  of  ^he  land 
office  and  the  receiver  of  public  monevs  of  the 
said  district,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  designate  by  pro* 
clamation  for  that  purpose ;  and  the  sales  shall 
remain  open  one  week,  and  no  longer ;  and  the 
said  lands  shall,  in  every  respect,  be  sold  on  the 
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in  the  artillery  of  the  United  Statet.  And  that 
the  pay  o(  *  master  armorer  shall  be  thirty  dol- 
lars per  month,  and  one  and  a  half  rations  per 
day ;  of  a  master  carriage  maker,  thirty  dollars 
per  month,  and  one  and  a  half  rations  per  day ; 
of  a  master  blacksmith,  thirty  dollars  per  month, 
and  one  and  a  half  rations  per  day.  The  pay  of 
armorers,  carriage  makers,  or  blacksmiths,  each, 
sixteen  dollars  per  month,  and  one  and  a  half  ra- 
tions per  day ;  the  pay  of  artificers,  thirteen  dol- 
lars per  month,  and  one  ration  per  day ;  and  the 
pa^  of  laborers,  nine  dollars  per  month,  and  one 
ration  per  day ;  and  to  all  or  the  said  workmen, 
artificers,  and  laborers,  the  same  clothing,  and 
other  allowances,  as  are  allowed  to  privates  of 
infantry  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  except 
clothing' to  the  master  workmen. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  author- 
ized to  continue  in  the  service,  under  this  act,  all 
the  officers  of  the  Ordnance  department  in  service 
on  the  passage  of  the  same^  or  to  transfer  them  to 
other  corps  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  13.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
Colonel  of  the  Ordnance  department  is  hereby 
allowed,  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  dollars  per 
year,  for  clerks,  and  such  books  and  stationery  as 
may  be  necessary  to  his  department. 

Sec.  14.  A$id  be  it  Juriktr  enacted^  That  the 
act  passed  May  the  fourteenth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  entitled  **An  act  for  the  bet- 
ter regulation  of  the  Ordnance  department,"  and 
the  sections  of  ainr  other  acts,  coming  within  the 
purview  of  any  of  the  sections  of  this  act,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  February  6, 1815. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  act  laying  daties  on  licenses  to 
retailen  of  wines,  ■pirituoos  liqaors,  and  foreign 
merchandise. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c.  That  nothing  conUined  in 
the  first  section  of  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses 
to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign 
merchandise,  shall  oe  construed  to  extend  to  vine 
dressers  who  sell,  at  the  place  where  the  same  is 
made,  wine  of  their  own  erowth,  nor  shall  any 
vine  dresser,  for  vending  solely  at  the  place  where 
the  same  is  made,  wine  of  his  own  growth,  be 
compelled  to  take  out  license  as  a  retailer  of 
wine. 

Approved,  February  8, 1816. 


An  Act  making  appropriatbns  for  repairing  or  rebuild- 
ing  the  public  buildings  within  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  cause  to  be  repaired,  or  rebuilt, 
forthwith,  the  President's  house.  Capitol,  and 
public  offices,  on  their  present  sites^  in  tne  City  of 
Washington,  and  that  he  be  authorized  to  borrow, 
at  an  interest  not  exceedinff  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  from  any  bank  or  banks  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or  from  any  individual  or  in- 
dividuals, a  sum  not  exceeding  five   hundred 


thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  ezdan?elf  utti: 
object. 
Approved,  February  13, 1815. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  the  set  to  regslii^  iiyaf 
out  and  making  a  load  from  CenbaUlctie 
dtate  of  Maryland,  to  tfie  Scats  of  Ohik 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c^  That,  in  addition »&a- 
expended  balance  of  the  sum  hcretofmispi- 
priated  for  Uiying  out  and  maklDg  •  rad  b 
Cumberland^  in  the  State  of  Muf Itad,  u  s; 
State  of  Ohio,  the  sum  of  one  honm  (bank 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  heiebf,a{fnFsci 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  TmsBiy  le 
otherwise  appropriated,  and  tobeezMuHnfa 
the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  UoilcdSosfi 
in  making  said  road  between  Comberiuiasif 
State  of  Maryland,  and  Browntrille,  ii  tie  Sis 
of  Pennsylvania,  commencing  at  Conboiui 
which  sum  of  one  hundred  thonstod  dollicssL 
be  repaid  out  of  the  fund  reserved  for  iiyii,'^ 
and  making  roads  to  the  State  of  Okie  brrrst 
of  the  seventh  section  of  an  act,  piBtda!^ 
thirtieth  day  of  April,  one  thoosaod eight ko^ffi 
and  two,  entitled  ''An  act  to  e&ibtetke^^ 
the  eastern  division  of  the  Territory  Aeftt'st 
of  the  river  Ohio  to  form  a  coostitBtioid^' 
government,  and  for  the  admission  of  sac^^^ 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footio;  viii  ^  ^' 
gioal  States,  and  for  other  parposet'' 

Approved,  February  14, 1815. 


An  Act  making  appropriatiottB  for  ^^'^^ 
emment,  for  the  year  one  thouiiDdiK^^"'" 
and  fifteen. 

Be  U  enacted,  f  c,  That,  for  the  expeifiSRj 
the  civil  list  in  the  present  yetriKli^:^^ 
contingent  expenses  of  the  several  ^^^ 
and  offices;  for  the  compensatioaoftfe^ 
loan  officers  and  their  clerks,  and  f«tx»^^ 
stationery  for  the  same ;  for  the  P*rj^  y^. 
unities  and  gmnts,  for  the  sa[»ort<xt»^ 
establishment;  for  the  expense  w  »"^""["f!r 
foreign  nations ;  for  the  support  of  W^ 
beacons,  booys^  and  public  pien;  ^^?.!^ 
ing  certain  mtscellaneous  claims,  tlie  10^ 
sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  iespe«9<^> 
appropriated;  that  is  to  say: 

For  compensation  granted  by  UvtotBeav, 
hers  of  the  SenUte  and  House  of  Repf«?^ 
their  officers,  and  attendants,  three  bao^ret  v 
eighteen  thousand  and  four  dollan.  . 

For  the  expense  of  firewood,  ^^»^vl 
ing,  and  all  other  contingent  expenses ^^^ 
Houses  of  Congress,  fifty-two  thonttod  ^^ 
dred  dollars.  .  _^ 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Library  of  w^ 
including  the  Librarian's  allowance,  for  tK^ 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteeD,eigii  - 
dred  dollars.  .  t^r. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  ot»«  * 
ted  States,  twenty-five  thoosand  ^^^r^ 

For  compensation  to  the  ®*^[***2Latft^ 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  ia  thaidep^ 
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I  Act  to  tnthoraa  the  parcbMt  of  a  traot  of  land  for 
the  OM  of  the  United  Sutee. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  it  •ball  be  lawful  for 
»  President  of  the  United  States,  and  he  is 
reby  authorized,  to  caatse  to  be  purchased,  for 
I  use  of  the. United  States,  the  whoiej  or  such 
rt,  of  that  tract  of  land  situate  adjoining  the 
lage  of  Platcsborg,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
which  Forts  Morean  and  Brown,  and  other 
rks,  barracks,  arsenals,  hospitals,  and  other 
>Uc  build iDgs  now  stand,  as  shall  be  by  ham 
Iffed  requisite  for  the  military  purposes  of  the 
ited  States. 
ipproTed,  February  8, 1815. 


Act  for  the  better  regnlatkm  of  the  Ordnance  De- 
partment. 

Be  it  enactedy  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
»age  of  this  act,  the  Ordnance  department  shall 
isist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieatenaot  colonel,  two 
ijors,  ten  captains,  ten  first  lieutenants,  ten 
:ond  Ueatenaots,  and  ten  third  lieutenants. 
3ec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
ilonel,  or  senior  officer  of  the  Ordnance  depart- 
mt,  b  authorized  to  enlist,  for  the  serrice  of 
It  department,  for  five  years,  as  many  master 
norers,  master  carriage  makers,  master  black- 
iths,  artificers,  armorers,  carriage  makers,  black- 
iths.  and  laborers,  as  the  public  service,  in  his 
igment,  under  the  directions  of  the  Secretary 
the  Department  of  War,  may  require. 
Sec.  3.  And  he  itfiurther  enacted^  That  it  shall 
the  duty  of  the  Colonel  of  the  Ordnance  de- 
rtment  to  direct  the  inspeetion  and  proving  of 
pieces  of  ordnance,  cannon  balls,  shot,  shells, 
all  arms,  and  side  arms,  and  equipments,  pro- 
red  for  the  use  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
ates ;  and  to  direct  the  construction  of  all  can* 
tt  and  carriages,  and  erery  implement  and  ap- 
ratus  for  ordnance,  and  all  ammunition  wagons, 
kvelling  forges,  and  artificef's  wagons,  the  in- 
eel  ion  and  proving  of  powder,  and  the  prepara- 
>n  of  all  kmds  of  ammunition  and  ordnance 
>res.  And  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the 
)]onel,  or  senior  officer  of  the  Ordnance  de|>art- 
snt,  to  furnish  estimates,  and,  under  the  direc- 
»n  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War, 
make  contracts  and  purchases  for  procuring 
e  necessary  supplies  oi  arms,  equipments^  ord- 
nce,  and  ordnance  stores. 
Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaeted^  >  That  the 
)Ionel  of  the  Ordnance  department  shall  organ- 
i  and  attach  to  reffiments,  corps,  or  garrisons, 
oh  number  of  artificers,  with  proper  tools,  car- 
ges,  and  apparatus,  under  such  r^ulations  and 
(trictions  reiati?e  to  their  government  and  num- 
',  as,  in  his  judgment,  with  the  approbation  of 
i  Secreury  for  the  Department  or  War,  may 
cosnsidered  necessary. 

^cc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
3\onel  of  the  Ordnance  department,  or  senior 
Seer  of  that  department  of  any  district,  shall 
ecute  all  orders  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Depart- 
ent  of  War,  and,  in  time  of  war,  the  orders  of 
y  Gkaeral,  or  field  officer,  commanding  any 


army,  garrison,  or  detachment,  for  the  supply 
of  all  arms,  ordnance,  ammunition,  carriages, 
forges,  and  apparatus,  for  garrison,  field,  or  siege 
service. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
keepers  of  all  magazines  and  arsenals  shall,  quar- 
terlv,  or  ofteoer,  if  so  directed,  and  in  such  manner 
as  directed  bv  the  Colonel  of  the  Ordnance  de- 
partment, make  correct  returns  to  the  Colonel,  or 
senior  officer,  of  the  Ordnance  department,  of  all 
ordnance,  arms,  and  ordnance  stores,  they  may 
have  in  charge. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
costs  of  repairs  of  damages  done  to  arms,  equip- 
ments, or  implements,  in  the  use  of  the  armies  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  deducted  from  the  pay 
of  any  officer  or  soldier  in  whose  care  or  use  the 
said  arms,  equipments,  or  implements  were  when 
the  said  damages  occurred :  Provided,  The  said 
damages  were  occasioned  by  the  abuse  or  negli- 

gence  of  the  said  officer  or  soldier.  And  it  is 
ereby  made  the  duty  of  every  officer  command- 
ing  regiments,  corps,  garrisons,  or  detachments, 
to  make,  once  every  two  months,  or  oftener  if  so 
directed,  a  written  report  to  the  Colonel  of  the 
Ordnance  department,  stating  all  damages  to  arms, 
equipments,  and  implements,  belonging  to  his 
comcnand,  noting  those  occasioned  by  negligence 
or  abuse,  and  naming  the  officer  or  soldier  by 
whose  negligence  or  abuse  the  said  damages  were 
occasioned. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  itfiurther  enacted.  That  the 
Colonel  of  the  Ordnance  department  shall  make^ 
half  yearly,  to  the  War  Department,  or  oftener, 
if  the  Secretary  for  that  Department  shall  so  di- 
rect, a  correct  report  of  the  officers,  and  all  arti- 
ficers, and  laborers  in  his  Department ;  also,  of  all 
ordnance,  arms,  military  stores,  implements,  and 
apparatus,  of  every  description,  nnd  in  such  form 
as  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  shall 
direct. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  to  in- 
sure  system  and  uniformity  in  the  difierent  public 
armories,  they  are  hereby  placed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Ordnance  dej|»rtment.  And  the  Col* 
onel  of  the  Ordnance  department,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War,  is  hereby  authorized  to  establish  depots  of 
arms,  ammunition,  and  ordnance  stores,  in  such 
parts  of  the  United  States,  and  in  such  numbers, 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

Sec  10.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  the 
Colonel  of  the  Ordnance  department,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
War.  is  hereby  authorized  to  draw  op  a  system  of 
regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Ordnance 
department,  forms  of  returns  and  reports,  and  for 
the  uniformity  of  manufactures  of  all  arms,  ord- 
nance, ordnance  stores,  implements,  and  appara- 
tus, and  for  the  repairing  and  better  preservation 
of  the  same. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
pay.  emoluments,  and  allowances,  for  the  officers 
of  the  Ordnance  department,  shall  be  the  same  as 
the  pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances,  now  al- 
lowed to  officers  of  similar  grades,  respectively. 
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twentf-fint  of  April,  one  thooiand  eight  hondred 
and  six,  aod  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  for 
assiscaat  messenffers,  twenty  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  ten  dolurs. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  fuel,  and 
other  contingencies,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  including  office  rent,  three  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
War  Departmeot,  clerks,  and  persons  employed 
in  his  oflsce,  including  the  sum  of  fourteen  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  serenty-fire  dollars,  for 
compensation  of  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the 
anm  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  twen- 
ty-fire thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expensee  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
the  War  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per 
centum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
clerks,  and  to  authorise  the  laying  out  certain 
public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  two  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Paymaster  of  the 
Army,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Pay- 
master of  Che  Army,  two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Superintendent  Qene- 
ral  of  Military  Supplies,  clerks,  and  persons  em- 
ploved  in  his  office,  ten  thousand  four  hundred 
and  ten  dollars. 

For  conlfngent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Buperintendent  Qeneral  of  Military  Supplies,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Adju- 
tant and  Inspector  QeneraPs  office,  one  thousand 
etffht  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissary  Qeneral 
of  Purchases,  and  the  clerks  in  his  office,  ten  thou- 
Mud  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretarv  of  the  Navy, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  nis  office,  in- 
cluding the  sum  of  one  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars,  for  compensation  of  his  clerks,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty- 
first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six, 
eleven  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretarv  of  the  Navy,  including  office  rent,  three 
thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
Navy,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
including  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  for 
compensaiion  of  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  thir- 
teen thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  doUara. 


For  contingeiit  expenses  in  theofiecofikh 
couatant  of  the  Navy,  iadoding  hottRUtt 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dolkni 

For  additional  compensation  tothdffbi: 
the  Navy  Department,  not  exeeedii|ttMn 
centum  on  the  sum  allowed  bf  tbeaiaded 
^^An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  conpHoiRflf 
clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  lay  lag  itatti 
public  roads,  and  for  other  purp(i«i,'«ts- 
sand  nine  hundred  and  thirty<4ivedoihii. 

For  coinpensation  to  the  PoitaiitcrGaaL. 
Assistant  Poetmaaters  Oeoenl,  derbni^ 
sons  employed  in  the  Qeneial  Pod  Ollotsii 
ding  the  sum  of  five  thousand  serei  \aM&i 
fifty-five  dollars,  for  compeosalioo  of  ike  or 
in  the  General  Poet  Office,  in  additioi  totka 
allowed  by  the  act  of  the  tweotf4nt<ifJi;ni 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  tvnt^-iF. 
thousand  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  ibe  Qtudh 
Office,  two  thousand  eight  hoadred  deliui 

For  additional  compensatios  to  dit  diitu 
the  Qeneral  Post  Office,  not  eiceedii^fiiiBapp 
centum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  dieict,Bt&& 
«*An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  iheeoopwti^^ 
clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  lafio;  «t  sso 
public  roads,  and  for  other  paTiom,^f»^ 
sand  four  hundred  and  onedoUtnii^«^^ 
five  cents. 

For  compensation  lo  the  seveial  Cmk^ 
ers  of  Loansj  and  for  allowaace  tteamOBB- 
missionersof  Loans  in  lieu  of  elerk^^*^' 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  doBaiv 

For  compensation  to  the  eleni  ofniln^ 
mtssioners  of  Loans,  including  *  ""  ^  u! 
thousand  dollars,  in  addition  lotheto^'"^ 
tofore  allowed  by  law,  and  to  ^^fl^T^ 
ized  expenses  of  the  several  Loaa  Ofiecs,u^ 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollsn. 

For  compensation  to  the  Sorreyor  G»*^ 
his  clerks,  three  thousand  five  hiiBii^f<!^ . 

For  compensation  to  the  Sarreyor «  ^ 
South  of  TSsnuessee,  and  his  d^^*^/^ 
contingent  expenses  of  his  ofliee,  three tuv 
two  hundred  dollars.  ^^ 

For  compensation  to  the  ofiken  im  ^ 
the  Mint,  ten  thousand  one  hofldreddolii^ 

For  wages  to  the  persons  employ«»* 
ferent  operations  of  the  MiBt.iDclo4iB$"|^ 
of  six  hundred  dollars  allowed  ionui^' 
graver,  seven  thousand  five  hundiidiww^  , 

For  repairs  of  furnaces,  cost  of  if*^ 
chinery,  rents,  and  other  coatingMt '^P'Jr 
the  Mint,  three  thousand  eight  hai^^,fj| 

For  allowance  of  wastap  in  the  gw*>' 
ver  coinage,  three  thousand  dollsrs.  , 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  ^iwP^ 
Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  »»<^'' 

sand  dollars.  ^^ 

For  sutionery,  office-rent,  aad  o"f  7"  j 

expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hiuMl«v 

fifty  dollars.  ,  ,^^| 

For  compensation  totheOoTcrBOfjJwg^ 

retarv  of  the  Indiana  Territsry,  itf  "^ 


Secretary 
six  hundred  dollars. 
For  stationery,  offiae-Mt,  and 


olfc«rc««^ 
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ludiag  a  clerk  on  old  reeordsy  aod  a  clerk  and 
sseoger  in  the  Patent  Office,  fifteen  thousand 
e  hand  red  and  thirty*eight  dollars, 
^or  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
1  department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per  centom 
the  sum  allowed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
regalate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks, 
I  to  authorize  tb^  laying  out  certain  public 
ds,  and  for  other  purposes,''  one  thousand 
eDty*two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
?or  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
said  department,  including  the  expense  of 
Qting  ana  distributing  ten  thousand  lour  hun- 
d  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  third  session  of  the 
rteenth  Congress,  and  printing  the  laws  in 
nrspapers.  twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
'enty  dollars. 

?or  the  cost  of  one  thousand  copies  of  a  new 
tion  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  as  ao- 
»rized  by  the  act  of  the  eighteenth  of  April, 
e  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  fourteen,  in- 
idiog  an  additional  volume,  to  be  comprised  in 
s  said  edition,  eighteen  thousand  seven  hun- 
sd  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  reprinting  five  hundred  and 
:teeo  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  first  and  second 
»ions  of  the  thirteenth  Congress,  captured  bv 
e  enemy,  seven  hundred  and  seventy-four  doK 


•s. 


For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
ry,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
eluding  one  thousand  dollars  for  an  additional 
;rk,  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  eighteenth  of 
pril,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
iirteen  thousand  two  hundred  ninety-nine  dol- 
rs  and  eighty-one  cents. 
For  expense  of  translating  foreign  languages, 
iowance  to  the  person  employed  in  transmitting 
ssports  and  sea  letters,  and  for  stationery  and 
inting  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
reasury,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
reasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
&ce,  including  the  sum  of  two  thousand  eight 
indred  and  eighty-nine  dollars  for  compensation 
his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by 
e  act  of  the-twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand 
g;ht  hundred  and  six.  fifteen  thousand  eight  hun- 
ed  and  sixty-six  dollars. 
For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
nti agent  expenses,  in  the  Comptroller's  office, 
|ht  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
y,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
eluding  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  for 
mpensation  to  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
[owed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of  April, 
le  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  thirteen 
ousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars. 
For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
intingent  expenses,  in  the  Auditor's  office,  five 
mdred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks,  and 
>rsoDS  employed  in  his  office,  including  the  stun 
f  one  thousand  dollars,  for  compensation  to  his 
lerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act 


of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  seven  thousand  two  hundred 
twenty-seven  dollars  and  forty-five  cents. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses,  in  the  Treasurer's  office,  six 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office, clerks,  and  persons  employed 
in  his  office,  including  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
dollars,  for  compensation  to  his  clerks,  in  addition 
to  the, sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-fifth 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
three  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  twelve  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten 
dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Revenue  Office,  six 
thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks^and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
including  tne  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  for 
compensation  to  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  seventeen 
thousand  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  two  cents. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
the  Treasury  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen 
per  centum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act,  en- 
titled ^  An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensa- 
tion of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  out  cer- 
tain public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  six 
thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars  and 
nine  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  of  the  Re- 
gister's office,  for  stamping  and  arranging  ship's 
registers,  ninety  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Register's  office,  three 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  foeL  and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  including  rent  of  the  houses 
occopiea  by  the  said  department  durins  a  part  of 
the  year  one  thossand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
teen, and  the  whole  of  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  and  compentetion  of  a 
superintendent  and  two  watchmen,  employed  for 
the  security  of  the  Treasury  buildings,  six  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  fire  engine  and  fire  buckets 
for  the  Treasury  Department,  one  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  purchase  of  books^  maps,  and  charts,  for 
the  Tieasury  Department,  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  in- 
cluding the  sum  of  three  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars,  for  compensation  to  his  clerks, 
in  addiuon  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the 
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twenty-int  of  April,  one  tboosaad  eight  Jiaodird 
and  six,  aod  the  sam  of  three  hundred  doitars  for 
assistant  messengers,  twenty  thousand  fire  hun- 
dred and  ten  dolurs. 

For  expense  of  stationeryf  printing,  foel,  and 
other  contingencies,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  ineloding  ofiee  rent,  three  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Aecouatant  of  the 
War  DepartmeDt,  clerks,  and  persons  employed 
ia  his  omee,  including  the  sum  of  fourteen  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  seventy-fire  dollars,  for 
compensation  of  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-fir^t  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  twen- 
ty-fiTC  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty»fire 
dioliars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Aceonntant  of  the  War  Department,  one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  additional  ciMnpeasatioa  to  the  clerks  in 
the  War  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per 
centum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
derks,  and  to  anthorixe  the  laying  out  certain 
public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  two  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  Paymaster  of  the 
Army,  clerks,  aod  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
fifteen  thousand  serea  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Pay- 
master of  the  Army,  two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollsrs. 

For  compensation  to  the  Superintendent  Qene- 
ral  of  Military  Supplies,  clerks,  and  persons  em- 
ployed in  his  office,  ten  thousand  four  hundred 
and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
GUipecintendent  Gteneral  of  Military  Supplies,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  ia  the  Adju- 
tant and  Inspector  General's  office,  one  thousand 
eiffbt  kimdred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissary  General 
of  Purchases,  and  the  clerks  in  his  office,  ten  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Commissary  General  of  Purokases,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  in- 
cluding the  sum  of  one  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars,  for  compensation  of  his  clerks,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty- 
first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six, 
eleren  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contioffent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretarr  of  the  Nary,  including  office  rent,  three 
thousano  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
Nary,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  <^ce^ 
including  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  for 
compensation  of  his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  thir- 
teen thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  doUan. 


For  eontiBgant  expenses  in  the  ofiMc  of  tW  i^ 
eouaunt  of  the  Nary,  inelodtog  homeic9i,«tt 
thousand  two  hundred  and  %!^  daUan. 

For  additional  compeaemtion  to  tk  dirb  ii 
the  Nary  Department,  not  exceediag  ttess  per 
centum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  tkeviautW 
**An  act  to  regulate  and  9lm.  the  eompwrtw  sf 
clerks,  and  to  aethorize  the  laying  sat 
public  roads,  and  for  other  porpoasa,"  si 
sand  nine  hundred  and  thiity-^fire  doflarL 

For  coflDpensatioa  to  the  Poataanstcr 
Assistant  Postmasters  Oeoeral,  elcfki,aadpe 
sons  employed  in  the  Qeoeral  Post  Office,  nda 
ding  the  sum  of  fire  thousaad  aerea  baaditdia^ 
fifty-fire  dollars,  for  oompenaaiioa  of  the  d^ 
in  tbe  General  Post  Office,  in  additioa  to  then 
allowed  by  the  act  of  the  tweaty-fint  of  Apru 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  aad  six,  twestjr-ir: 
thousand  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Gcncrd  P« 
Office,  two  thousand  eight  hoadred  doUan 

For  additional  compensatioa  to  the  dofeia 
the  General  Post  Office,  not  exceediag  fihns  per 
centum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  ^e  act,  catisei 
^*An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  couapeaatiH  s 
clerks,  and  to  authorixe  the  laying  oat  eeraa 
public  roads,  and  for  other  parposa,''  sae  i^sa- 
sand  four  hundred  and  one  dollars  sad  jeftstf- 
fire  cents. 

For  compensatioa  to  the  aereral  Gaaaam- 
ers  of  Loansj  and  for  allowaaee  toeflPtu  Oom- 
missionersor  Loans  in  lieu  of  clerk liie^isatteeft 
thousand  fire  bnndredand  fifty  doiiaiv 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  of  saain  ^^^^ 
missioners  of  Loans,  including  a  saa  sf  tkti 
thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  amsaai  hef^ 
tofore  allowed  by  law,  and  to  defray  the  asiha- 
ixed  expenses  of  thesereral  Lioaa  Offices,  iliiMi 
thousand  seren  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Sarreyor  Oeaoi/iac 
his  clerks,  three  thousand  fire  hundred  Mbs. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  Sarreyor  d  Lu^ 
South  of  TNsnnessee,  and  hb  derb,  and  fcr^ 
contingent  expenses  of  his  office,  three  t^ssasi 
two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  deib^ 
the  Mint,  ten  thousand  one  hundred  dolfan. 

For  wages  to  tbe  persons  employed  ia  the4d 
ferent  operations  of  the  Mint,  iaclndiagtkesBs 
of  six  hundred  doUars  allowed  to  aa  asastss  o- 
grarer,  seren  thousand  fire  haadrad  dollars 

For  repairs  of  furnaces,  cost  of  iron  a&4  ■* 
chinery,  rents,  and  other  contingent  expesse  ^ 
tbe  Mint,  three  thousand  eight  hundred  doIUn- 

For  allowance  of  wastage  in  the  gold  aad  t^ 
rer  coinage,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Gorernor,  Jadfe&a 
Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  niae  \^ 
sand  dollars. 

For  stationery,  ofllce-rent,  and  other  ooatisf^ 
expenses  of  saia  Territory,  three  hundred  » 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Goreraor,  Jodfs^ 
Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  six  tlwfl^ 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  statioaery,  offiea-ient,  aad  ocher  caaniS"'' 
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senses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and 

r  dollars. 

**or  compensation  to  the  Qovernor,  Judges,  and 

sretary  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  seven  tnou- 

id  eight  hundred  dollars. 

^or  stationery,  office-rent,  and  other  coniingent 

lenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and 

y  dollars. 

j^or  compensation  to  the  CtoTernor,  Judges,  and 

cretarv  of  the  Miehigan  Territory,  six  thou- 

id  six  hundred  dollars. 

E«*or  stationery,  office-rent,  and  other  contingent 

penses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred  and  fifty 

liars. 

F*or  compensation  to  the  Goremor,  Judges,  and 

cretary  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  six  thousand 

hundred  dollars. 
F*or  stationery,  office-rent,  and  other  contin- 
nt  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hundred 
d  fifty  dollars. 

B*or  the  discharge  of  such  deauuids  against  the 
lited  States,  oa  account  of  lh« civil  department, 
t  otherwise  provided  lor,  as  shall  haive  beta  ad- 
itted  in  due  coarse  of  settlenenc  at  the  Treas- 
y.  two  thousand  dollars. 
F*or  compensation  ffranted  hy  law  to  the  Ohief 
stice,  the  Assooiatejudges,  and  District  J«dg[es, 

the  United  States,  including  the  Chief  JosCtee 
d  Associate  Judges  of  the  Dbtrict  of  Coluv-. 
a,  and  the  Attorney  Qenenil ;  and  ako  inelu- 
as  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  short  ap- 
opriated  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
id  fonrtecn,  for  the  salary  of  the  District  Judge 

Xiouisiana,  sixty-four  thousand  dollars. 
B>*or  the  compensations  of  sundrv  District  At- 
rneys  and  Marshals,  as  granted  by  law,  indu- 
Dg  those  in  the  sevemi  Territories,  seven  thou- 
nd  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
Por  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme, 
ireuit,  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
eluding  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  jurors, 
kd  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising  from 
les,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  and  for  defraying 
e  expenses  of  prosecutions  for  ofienecs  against 
e  United  States,  and  for  the  safekeeping  of 
isoners,  forty  thousand  doHars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions,  granted 
Y  the  late  Government,  eight  hundred  and  sixty 
ollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  anaaal  allowance  to 
le  invalid  pensioners  of  the  Umted  States,  nine- 
r-eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  support  of  sick  and  disabled 
»aroen,  in  addition  to  the  funds  already  appro- 
riated  by  law,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  maintenance  and  sup^port  of  light- 
ouses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  stake- 
ges  of  channels,  bars,  and  shoals,  including  re- 
airs  and  improvements,  and  contingent  expenses, 
wenty-four  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
line  dollars  and -eleven  cents. 

For  the  support  and  safekeeping  of  prisoners  of 
vsr,  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  ascertaining  land 
itlesin  Lonisiana,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries,  abowancef,  ami  contingent 


expenses  of  Ministers  to  foreign  nations,  and  of 
Secretaries  of  Legation,  one  hundred  and  nine 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  fifty 
theusand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Bar- 
banr  Powers,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  distressed  Amer- 
ican seamen  in  foreign  countries,  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  expenses  of  agento  at  Paris  and  Copenha- 

rn,  in  relation  to  prize  causes  and  captures  of 
merican  vessels,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  discham  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  doe  course  of 
settlemeot  at  the  Treasury,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  paying  to  Augustus  McKinney  and  Laze! 
Bancroft  the  amount  of  a  judgment  remitted  by 
act  of  Congress,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  board  of  commission- 
ers appointed  to  carry  into  effect  the  act  of  the 
thirty«first  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen,  for  indemnifying  certain  claimants 
of  public  land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

For  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other  contingent 
expenses,  of  the  last  mentioned  board  of  commis- 
sioners, a  sum  not  exceeding  twelve  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  the  claim  of  Farrington 
Barkelow,  granted  him  by  act  of  Congress  for  his 
relief,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
dollar^  and  twenty-five  cents. 

For  the  compensation  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Navy  Board,  ten  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  secretary  of  the  Navy 
Board,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  food  of  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  the  act  making 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  and 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  February  16, 1815. 

An  Act  ibr  the  relief  of  the  iidiabitanto  of  the  Isle 
county  of  New  Madrid,  in  Ihe  Missouri  Teiritory, 
who  snffersd  by  esrthquskes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  any  person  or  persons 
owning;  lands  in  the  county  of  New  Maarid,  in 
the  Missouri  Territory,  with  the  extent  the  said 
county  had  on  the  tenth  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and  whose 
lands  have  been  materially  injured  by  earth- 
quakes, shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized 
to  locate  the  like  quantity  of  land  on  any  of  the 
public  lands  of  the  said  Territory,  the  sale  of 
which  is  authorized  by  law :  Provided^  That  no 
person  shall  be  permitted  to  locate  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  land  under  this  act,  than  the  quantity  coa- 
firmed  to  him,  except  the  ownersof  lots  of  ground 
or  tracts  of  land  of  less  quantity  than  one  bundled 
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and  sixty  acres,  who  are  hereby  aathorized  to  lo- 
cate and  obtaio  any  quaotity  of  land,  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  nor  shall  any 
person  be  entitled  to  locate  more  than  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,  nor  shall  any  such  location 
include  any  lead  mine  or  salt  spring:  And  pro- 
videcL  ato,  That  in  erer^r  case  where  such  loca- 
tion shall  be  made  according  to  the  provibions  of 
this  act^  the  title  of  the  person  or  persons  to  the 
land  injured  as  aforesaid,  shall  rerert  to,  and  be- 
come absolutely  vested  in,  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  iijurther  enacted,  That  when- 
ever it  shall  appear  to  the  recorder  of  land  tides 
for  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  by  the  oath  or 
affirmation  of  a  competent  witness,  or  witnesses, 
that  any  person  or  persons  are  entitled  to  a  tract 
or  tracts  of  land  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  recorder  to  issue  a 
oertificate  thereof  to  the  claimant  or  claimants ; 
and  upon  such  certificate  beinj^  issued,  and  the 
location  made,  on  the  application  of  the  claim- 
ants, by  the  principal  deputy  surveyor  for  said 
Territory,  or  under  his  direction,  wnose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  cause  a  survey  thereof  to  be  made,  and 
to  return  a  plat  of  each  location  made  to  the  said 
recorder,  together  with  a  notice  in  writing,  desig- 
nating the  tract  or  tracts  thus  located,  and  the 
name  of  the  claimant  on  whose  behalf  the  same 
shall  be  made ;  which  notice  and  plat  the  said  re- 
corder shall  cause  to  be  recorded  in  his  office,  and 
shall  receive  from  the  claimant,  for  his  services 
on  each  claim,  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  for  re- 
ceiving the  proof,  issuing  the  certificate,  and  re- 
cording the  notice  and  plat,  as  aforesaid ;  and  the 
surveyor  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  compensa- 
tion for  bis  services  from  the  party  applying,  as 
is  allowed  for  surveying  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  Slates. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  to  trans- 
iiait  a  report  of  the  claims  allowed,  and  locations 
made,  under  this  act,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  and  shall  deliver  to  the  party 
a  certificate,  stating  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  patent  for  the  tract 
therein  designated ;  which  certificate  shall  be  filed 
with  the  said  recorder  within  twelve  months 
after  date,  and  the  recorder  shall  thereupon  issue 
a  certificate  in  favor  of  the  party,  which  certifi- 
cate, being  transmitted  to  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  shall  entitle  the  party 
to  a  patent,  to  be  issued  in  like  manner  as  is  pro- 
vided by  law  for  other  public  lands  of  the  United 
States. 

Approved,  February  17, 1815. 


An  Act  giving  farther  time  to  complete  the  surveys, 
and  obtain  the  patents,  for  lands  located  under  Vir- 
ginia resolution  warrants. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  officers'and  sol- 
diers of  the  Virginia  line  on  Continental  establish- 
ment, or  their  legal  representatives,  to  whom  land 
warrants  have  issued  by  virtue  of  any  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  as  a  bounty  for  ser- 
vices which,  byjbe  laws  of  Virginia,  passed  prior 


to  the  cession  of  the  Northwettem  Tenitaj  lo'^ 
United  States,  entitled  sneh  officers  atd  sd^is 
to  bounty  lands,  and  whose  locttiooflf$ae&  n 
rants  shall  have  been  made  prior  tfliktretif- 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  ett^^is^' 
and  eleven,  shall  be  allowed  the  finyiUiKof 
two  years  from  the  passing  of  this  aciu «&{»<({ 
their  surveys  and  obtaiD  their  patefi&kike 
land  located  as  aforesaid:  Prosuiai,lkai- 
veys  shall  be  made,  and  patents  gnuted&i! 
aforesaid  locations,  under  the  same  k^%- 
restrictions,  and  provisions,  ia  ereiy  mpeft  £ 
were  prescribed  for  the  makiag  of  sarrefiU^ 
granting  of  patents  by  the  act,  entitled  'Ase: 
authorizing  patenu  to  issue  for  lands  loeaieii:! 
surveyed  by  virtue  of  certain  YirginU  lesoltLa 
warrants,"  passed  on  the  third  daf  of  Mut^^ 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seren. 
Approved,  Febroary  22, 1815. 

An  Act  requiring  tfie  Seentaiy  of  tlieMis! 
Clerk  of  the  Honea  of  ]iepnBeal8tiiei,iBiiKi«^ 
giM  of  tfie  Unitad  States,  to  pnmaajk^ 
fuAM  anplkatam  a|id  diibiinHBestof  tbieais 
gent  ffands  of  the  Senate  and  Hew  «fB<r«* 
ativei. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc^  That  it  shsU  bedB^f ^ 
the  Secretary  ol  the  Senate,  and  Ctei«2' 
House  of  Representatives,  respeedf eir.  "^ 
ten  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act.  Sfff^ 
to  the  United  Slates,  with  ooe  w^.^Jf 
to  be  approved  by  the  Comntioller  tf  tte  r»^ 
ury ;  each  bond  m  the  penal  sam  of  ^^Ir" 
sand  dollars,  with  condition  for  the  isi^'f 
plication  and  disbursement  of  siiefa  c«Di|a 
funds  of  the  respective  Houses  as  shiUeya^ 
their  hands,  which  bonds  shall  be  depo^^^ 
Comptroller's  office.  And  it  shall  be  i^m 
each  and  every  Seervtary  of  the  Senaie,tt(!W^ 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  who yf^ 
after  be  chosen,  to  give  b<Hid  asaforea»J[^ 
thirty  days  after  he  enters  upon  the 
the  duties  of  his  said  office. 


Sec.  2.  And  be  U  Juriher  enoM^^'^ 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  it  ^J. 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  «1« Senate, adu^ 


of  theHooaeof  RepresenUtives,  todep^^J 
money  belonging  to  «»« .Waited  Stttft^^ 
may  come  into  their  hands,  la  ow.f.'f  ^J 
in  the  District  of  Colombia;  udaadefe&PP^ 
ble  by  said  Secretary  or  Clerk,  on  accoifflt  H 
Senate  or  House  of  Repr«sentatifes,«W'*^ 
by  a  draft,  in  favor  of  each  ei«ditor,oBtt«^ 
where  the  money  of  Government  a»y 
posited. 
Approved,  February  23, 1615. 


An  Act  for  the  regulatfien  of  the  C«Btt  ^^^"^ 

Be  U  enacted,  f  c,  Thatthe  Jod««of  the^ 
eral  Court  of  the  Indiana  Terntorr  sW^»^ 
and  every  year,  hold  twosessionsof  ««»  ^ 
at  Vincennes,  in  the  connty  of  ^^J,.  .hv 
Mondays  in  February  and  Beptcfflbef>  > 
don,  in  the  eoanty  of  BtoiaoB,  on  the  uup« 
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rs  in  February  and  September;  and  at  Brook- 
le,  in  the  counter  of  Franklin,  on  the  first  Men- 
's next  succeeding  the  fourth  Mondays  of  Feb- 
ry^  and  September;  which  courts,  respectively, 
11  be  composed  of  at  least  two  of  the  judges 
lointed  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
Ltes ;  and  no  person  or  persons,  actins  under 
authority  and  appointment  of  the  said  Terri- 
y,  shall  be  associated  with  the  said  judges. 
Approved,  February  24, 1815. 


Act  to  authorize  the  iiraing  of  Treasury  Notes,  for 
he  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
ind  fifteen. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
easury,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
the  United  Sti^tes,  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  author- 
d  to  cause  Treasury  notes,  for  a  sum  not  exceed- 
;  twenty-fire  miilioosof  dollars,  to  be  prepared, 
oed,  and  issued,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
ktes,  in  the  manner  hereafter  proYided, 
3ec.  2.  Andbeitjuriherenadedf  That  the  said 
easury  notes  shall  be,  respectively,  signed  in 
lalf  of  the  United  States  by  persons  to  be  ap- 
iDted  for  that  purpose  by  the  President  of  the 
lited  States,  two  of  whom  shall  sign  each  note; 
1  they  shall  receive,  as  a  compensation  for  that 
vice,  at  the  rate  of  seventy-five  cents  for  every 
ndred  notes  thus  signed  by  them,  respectively ; 

I  the  said  notes  shall  likewise  be  countersigned 
theRegister  of  the  Treasury,  or,  in  case  oi  his 
kness  or  absence,  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 

States. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enactecL  That  the  said 
easury  notes  shall  be  prepared  of  such  deoomi- 
ions  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with 

approbation  of  the  President  o(  the  United 
Ltes  shall,  from  time  to  time,  direct;  and  such 
said  notes  as  shall  be  of  a  denomination  less 
n  one  hundred  dollars  shall  be  payable  to 
rer,  and  be  transferable  by  delivery  alone,  and 

II  bear  no  interest ;  and  such  of  the  said  notes 
ihall  be  of  the  denomination  o^  one  hundred 
lars,  or  upwards,  may  be  made  payable  to  order, 
1  transferable  by  delivery  and  assignment,  eo- 
aed  on  the  same,  and  bearing  an  interest  from 

day  on  which  they  shall  be  issued,  at  the  rate 
five  and  two-fifths  per  centum  per  annum ;  or 
ly  may  be  made  payable  to  bearer,  and  transfer- 
e  by  delivery  alone,  and  bearing  no  interest,  as 
i  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approoa- 
n  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  shall 
ect. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
lawful  for  the  holders  of  the  aforesaid  Treas- 
r  notes  not  bearing  an  interest,  and  of  the 
satsury  notes  bearing  an  interest  at  the  rate  of 

and  two-fifths  per  centum  per  annum,  to  pre- 
t  them  at  any  time,  in  sums  not  less  tnan  one 
idred  dollars,  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
attes,  or  to  an  V  commissioner  of  loans;  and  the 
Iders  of  said  Treasury  notes  not  bearing  an  in- 
est,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  therefor  the 
lount  of  the  said  notes  in  a  certificate  or  certifi- 
es of  funded  stock,  bearing  interest  at  seven  jj^t 
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centum  per  annum,  and  the  holders  of  the  afore- 
said Treasury  notes  bearing  an  interest  at  the  rate 
of  five  and  two-fifths  per  centum,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  therefor  the  amount  of  the  said  notes, 
including  the  interest  due  on  the  same,  in  a  like 
certificate  or  certificates  of  funded  stock,  bearing 
an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  annum,  from  the 
first  day  of  the  calendar  month  next  ensuing  that 
in  which  the  said  notes  shall  thus  be,  respectively, 
presented,  and  payable  quarter  yearly,  on  the 
same  days  whereon  the  interest  of  the  funded  debt 
is  now  payable.  And  the  stock  thus  to  be  issued 
shall  be  transferable  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
funded  stock  of  the  United  States ;  the  interest 
on  the  same,  and  its  eventual  reimbursement, 
shall  be  effected  out  of  sueh  fund  as  has  been,  or 
shall  be,  established  by  law  for  the  payment  and 
reimbursement  of  the  funded  public  debt  con- 
tracted since  the  declaration  of  war  with  Great 
Britain.  And  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is 
hereby  pledged  to  establish  sufficient  revenues, 
and  to  appropriate  them,  as  an  addition  to  the  said 
fund,  if  the  same  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter, 
become  inadequate  for  effecting  the  purpose  afore- 
said :  Provided^  however,  and  (i  it  further  enactedj 
That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  United  States  to 
reimburse  the  stock  thus  created,  at  any  time 
after  the  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four. 

Sec.  5*  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  the  Treasury  notes  which,  in  pursuance  of 
the  preceding  section,  shall  be  delivered  up  and 
exchanged  for  funded  stock,  and  also  the  Treas- 
ury notes  which  shall  have  been  paid  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  taxes,  duties,  or  demands,  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  provided,  to  be  reissued,  and 
applied  anew,  to  the  same  purposes,  and  in  the 
same  manner,  as  when  originally  issued. 
I     Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Treasury  notes  authorized  to  be  issued  by  this- 
act,  shall  be  everywhere  received  in  all  payments- 
to  the  United  States.    On  every  such  payment 
the  note  or  notes  shall  bereeeived  for  the  amount 
of  both  the  principal  and  the  interest,  which,  on 
the  day  of  such  payment,  may  appear  due  on  such 
of  the  notes  as  shall  bear  interest,  thus  given  in 
payment;  and  the  interest  on  the  said  notes  bear- 
ing an  interest  shall,  on  such  payments,  be  com- 
puted at  the  rate  of  one  cent  and  one-half  of  a  cent 
per  day,  on  every  hundred  dollars  of  principal ; 
and  each  month  shall  be  computed  as  containing 
thirty  days. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
person  making  payment  to  the  United  States  in 
the  said  Treasury  notes,  into  the  hands  of  any 
collector,  receiver  of  public  moneys,  or  other  pub- 
lic officer  or  agent,  shall,  on  books  kept  according 
to  such  forms  as  shall  be  prescribed  bv  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  give  duplicate  certificates 
of  the  number  and  respective  amount  of  each  and 
every  Treasury  note,  and  uf  the  interest  thereon, 
in  case  the  same  shall  bear  interest,  thus  paid  by 
such  person :  and  every  collector,  receiver  of  pub^ 
lie  moneys,  or  other  public  officer  or  asent,  who 
shall  thus  receive  in  payment  any  of  the  said 
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Treasury  notes  bearini;  interest,  shall,  on  payment 
of  the  same  into  the  Treasury,  or  into  one  of  the 
banks  where  the  public  moneys  are  or  may  be 
deposited,  receive  credit,  both  for  the  principal 
and  for  the  interest,  computed  as  aforesaid,  which, 
on  the  day  of  such  last  mentioned  payment,  shall 
appear  due  on  the  note  or  notes  thus  paid  in : 
Provided  always^  That  in  the  settlement  of  his 
accounts  he  shall  be  charged  for  the  interest  ac- 
crued on  such  note  or  notes,  from  the  day  on 
'which  the  same  shall  haye  been  received  by  him 
in  payment  as  aforesaid  to  the  day  on  which  the 
same  shall  be  paid  by  him  as  aforesaid :  Andpnh 
frided,  edso,  Tnat  no  charge  or  deduction,  on  ac- 
count of  interest,  shall  be  made  in  respect  to  any 
bank  into  which  payments  as  aforesaid  may  be 
made  to  the  United  States,  either  by  individuals, 
or  by  collectors,  receivers,  or  other  public  officers 
or  agents,  and  which  payments  shall  be  received 
bv  such  bank  as  specie,  and  credit  given  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  the  amount 
thereof,  including  the  interest  accrued  and  doe  on 
such  notes,  from  the  day  on  which  the  same  shall 
have  been  received  by  such  bank,  on  account  of 
the  United  States. 

Ssc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  j 
of  the  United  States,  to  cause  the  said  Treasury 
notes  to  be  issued  at  the  par  value  thereof,  in  pay- 
ment of  services,  of  supplies,  or  of  debts,  for  which 
the  United  States  are  or  may  be  answerable  bv 
law,  to  such  person  and  persons  as  shall  be  will- 
ing to  accept  the  same  in  payment;  and  to  de- 
posite  portions  of  the  said  notes  in  the  loan  offiees, 
or  in  State  banks,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
same  to  the  public  creditors  as  aforesaid ;  and  to 
borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  said  notes ;  or 
to  sell  the  same,  at  a  rate  not  under  par ;  and  it 
shall  be  a  good  execution  of  this  provision,  to  pay 
auch  notes  to  such  bank  or  banks  as  will  receive 
the  same  at  par,  and  give  credit  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  for  the  amount  thereof,  on 
the  day  on  which  the  said  notes  shall  thus  be  is- 
sued and  paid  to  such  bank  or  banks,  respectively, 

Sbo.  9.  Andbeitjurthtrenactedf  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  tot  the  holder  of  any  Treasury 
notes  issued,  or  authorized  to  be  issued,  under 
any  laws  heretofore  passed,  to  convert  the  same 
into  certificates  of  funded  debt,  upon  the  same 
terms,  and  in  the  same  manner,  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided, in  relation  to  the  Treasury  notes  authorized 
by  this  act,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  and  two- 
fifths  per  centum. 

Sbo.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum 
of  forty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for 
defraying  the  expense  of  preparing,  printing,  en- 
graving, signing,  and  otherwise  incident  to  the 
issuing,  of  the  Treasury  notes  authorized  ty  this 
a6t. 

Sbg.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or 
cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  fiOrged,  or 
counterfeited,  or  willingly  aid  or  aastst  in  falsely 


making,  forging,  or  coaaterfeitiog,uraaa: 
imitation  of,  or  purporting  to  be,&TiiKary§c! 
as  aforesaid ;  or  shall  faUelf  die,  or  casse  ir 
procure  to  be  falsely  altered,  or  wila^ij  ^  ^ 
assist  in  falsely  altering, any  Treasiqii»e,aBd: 
as  aforesaid;  or  shall  pass,  utter, ot^iisi or 
attempt  to  pass,  utter,  or  pQblish,Bi!&uf 
false,  forged,  or  counterfeited,  aoie,  piifeii;te 
be  a  Treasury  note  as  aforesaid,  ksn^  tk 
same  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  ceoBis^, 
or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  or  attempt: |s 
utter,  or  publish,  as  true,  any  falsely  iltflril» 
sury  note,  issued  as  aforesaid,  koovii^  tkeao 
to  be  falsely  altered;  or  shall  be,diRdTrti 
directly,  knowingly  concerned  ia  asf  of  mi 
fences  aforesaid,  every  sueh  persoa  siiiilieja 
ed  and  adjudged  nilty  of  febof;  mi  ml 
thereof  convicted  by  due  course  of  hw.  sbi  k 
sentenced  to  be  imprisoned  and  kepttthsi^ 
bor,  for  a  period  not  less  than  (fane  fon  t 
more  than  ten  years,  and  be  fined  la  isssv 
exceeding  five  thousand  dollars. 
Approved,  February  24, 1813. 


An  Act  to  provide  additbnal  nfcone  ftrdiipr^i 
expenses  of  Government,  and  nuialunr^^ 
lie  credit,  by  laying  a  diieet  tax  spaa  tfeBss^' 
Colombia. 

Beitenacted^^'C^  That  a  direct  Mflff*« 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninetf^^^'^''^''^ 
forty  cents  be,  and  is  hereby.astwfis^'iF 
the  District  of  Columbia,  whicii  skai^^ 
and  laid  upon  the  same  descriptioBso(p^-i 
in  the  same  manner,  and  be  collecte^tt^^ 
ed  for  likewise  in  the  same  manner,  ts is p^'^ 
by  the  "Act  to  provide  addiifooil  rereufc^ 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Ooreroffleflt,ta<Bi^ 
taining  the  public  credit,  by  lafiDf>^^ 
upon  the  United  States,  aod  to  prori^^'q 
inff  and  collecting  the  same." and  ^*^"^ 
referred  to  therein,  or  w^icb  mty^F^ 
amendatory  thereof;  for  which  porpo«^^j 
be  appointed  a  principal  assessor  for  tbeU^- 
of  Columbia,  who.  with  such  depotim^-'^n 
appoint,  shall  have  the  like  qoaliSca^<^ 
powers,  receive  the  like  compensaiioiis.^ 
the  like  duties,  and  be  subject  to  tbeii^t 
ties,  with  the  other  principal  or  assistast 
sors :  Provided,  That  the  said  prioeipil  > 
shall,  in  addition  to  the  powers  of  tbeotbB; 
cipal  assessors,  exercise  the  samepov^i^'^ 
charge  the  same  duties  devolved  oo  the 
principal  assessors,  established  by  the  ^ 
and  the  tax  lists,  made  out  bf  bim  cooKvi^ 
thereto,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  coilecw^  *^ 
one  hundred  and  twenty  days  from  we  w* 
of  April,  in  the  year  one  tboasaodei|httie 
and  fifteen,  on  which  day  the  said  pna^' 
sessor  shall  direct  and  cause  the  ^^f^'^j^ 
assessors  in  his  district,  to  ioqaire  after  u^^ 
ceming  all  lands,  lots  of  ground,  witb  m^ 
provements,  dwelling-houses,  aod  sIit*^/^! 
taxation :  And  provided,  That  the  eoi^^ 
the  aaid  district  ehaU,  himself;  retimi^^ 
property  lying  within  the  said  distriet,o(K^ 
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upied,  or  superintended,  by  some  person  resi- 
gn therein  ;  and  shall  proceed  to  discharge  the 
!  duties  that  are  performed  in  the  respective 
tes,  by  the  collectors  designated  by  the  Secre- 
f  of  the  Treasury  for  receiving  said  list. 
>£c.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
icipal  assessor  and  assistant  assessors  for  the 
trict  of  Columbiai  shall  discharge  the  like  du- 

required  by  the  "Act  to  providis  additional 
snues  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
It,  and  maintaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying 
ies  on  household  furniture,  and  on  gold  and 
er  watches,"  to  be  performed  in  the  respective 
tes  by  the  assessors,  anything  in  the  tenth  sec- 
I  of  the  said  act  to  the  Contrary  notwithstand- 
;  which  said  duties,  and  all  other  acts  therein 
lired  to  be  done,  as  well  by  the  said  officers  as 
individuals,  subject  to  the  said  act,  shall  be 
*ormed  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  under 
penalties,  for  neglect  or  omission,  thereby  pre- 
bed,  and  in  point  of  time,  relatively  to  the  said 

day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  ei^ht 
dred  and  fifteen,  and  in  every  year  therealter, 
lively  to  such  day  as  may  be  fixed  by  law  for 
performance  of  the  like  duties  and  acts  in  the 
;ral  States, 
approved,  February  27, 1815. 


Act  to  provide  additional  revenues  for  defraying 
16  expenses  of  Government,  and  muntaining  the 
2blic  credit,  by  laying  a  duty  on  gold,  silver,  and 
ated  ware,  and  jewelry  and  paste  work,  mannfac- 
ired  within  the  United  States. 

te  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
iteenih  day  of  April  next,  there  shall  be  paid 
a  all  gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware,  and  jew- 

and  paste  work,  except  time  pieces,  which 
i  thereafter  be  manufactured  or  made  for  sale 
lin  the  United  States,  or  the  Territories  there- 
L  duty  of  six  per  centum  ad  valorem,  by  the 
lufacturer  thereof. 

EC.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  duty 
esaid  shall  be  imposed,  paid,  collected,  and 
>UDted  for,  in  like  manner,  and  subject  to  the 

provisions  and  penalties,  as  the  duties  im- 
•d  by  the  ^Aet  to  provide  additional  revenues 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Government,  and 
Qtaining  the  public  credit,  by  laying  duties 
arious  goods«  wares,  and  merchandise,  maou- 
Lired  within  the  United  States,"  passed  the 
teenth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  ei^ht 
dred  and  fifteen,  all  the  provisions  of  which 
shall  apply  to  the  duty  hereby  imposed,  and 
tiose  by  whom  it  shall  be  payable,  the  same 
'  it  were  specifically  inserted  among  the  du- 
le  objects  enumerated  in  the  first  section 
eof. 
pproved,  February  27, 1815. 


Act  to  repeal  certain  acts  concerning  the  flotilla 
service,  and  for  other  purposes. 

'e  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
of  April  next,  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
izing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
le  to  be  built  barges,  for  the  defence  of  the 


ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
the  fifth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen  ;  and  abo  an  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
certain  officers  fur  the  fiotilla  service,"  passed  the 
sixteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  shall  be  repealed  and 
cease  to  be  in  force. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
barges  and  other  vessels  composing  the  flotilla 
establishment,  (they  being  first  di vested  of  their 
guns  and  miliury  stores,  which  are  to  be  carefully 
preserved^)  shall  be  sold  or  laid  up  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  moneys  arising  therefrom  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  all  the 
commissioned  and  warrant  officers,  and  all  the 
privates,  who  shall  be  discharged  in  consequence 
of  the  repeal  of  the  acu  aforesaid,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  receive  four  months'  pay,  over  and  above 
what  may  be  due  to  them,  respectively,  at  the 
time  of  their  discharge. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  cause  all  the  armed  vessels  thereof 
on  the  Lakes,  except  such  as  he  may  deem  ne- 
cessary to  enforce  the  proper  execution  of  the 
revenue  laws,  to  be  sold  or  laid  up,  as  he  may 
judge  most  conducive  to  the  public  interest ;  such 
vessels  being  first  divested  of  their  armament, 
tackle,  and  furniture,  which  are  to  be  carefully 
preserved. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  built,  or  purchased, 
the  vessels  therein  mentioned,"  passed  the  fifteenth 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eifht 
hundred  and  fourteen,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed  ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  sold  such  of 
the  vessels  acquired  under  the  said  act  as  he  may 
deem  inexpedient  to  be  retained  in  the  public  ser- 
vice ;  and  to  cause  the  moneys  arising  therefrom 
to  be  paid  into  the  public  Treasury. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be.  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  sola,  they  being 
first  aivested  of  their  guns  and  military  stores, 
which  are  to  be  carefully  preserved,  such  and  so 
many  of  the  gunboats  beloaging  to  the  United 
Slates,  as  in  his  judgment  may  no  longer  be  ne- 
cessary to  be  retained  for  the  public  service ;  and 
such  of  the  warrant  officers  and  privates  as  may 
be  discharged  in  consequence  of  such  sale,  shall 
be  entitled  to  receive  four  months'  pay,  over  and 
above  what  may  be  due  to  them  at  the  time  of 
their  discharge. 

Approved,  February  27, 1815. 

An  Act  to  amend  and  extend  the  proviBions  of  the  act 
of  the  sixteenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  entitled  **An  act  confirming  cer- 
tain claims  to  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  pro- 
viding for  their  location.'' 

Be  it  enacted,  <^.,  That  the  western  boundary 
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of  the  tract  of  country  set  apart  bf  the  act  of  the 
sizteenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen,  entitled  ''An  act  confirming  certain 
claims  to  land  in  the  Illinois  TerritorVi  and  pro- 
riding  for  their  location,"  be  extended  upon  the 
riyer  Mississippi,  to  the  middle  thereof,  so  as  to 
include  all  islands  in  said  river,  between  the  mid- 
dle and  eastern  margin,  throughout  the  length 
of  said  line;  and  that  all  or  any  of  the  said  islands 
shall  be  subject  to  be  appropriated  under  the  said 
recited  act. 

6bc.  2.  And  be  it  ftarther  enacted,  That  the 
proviso  contained  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  be- 
fore recited  act  be  repealed,  so  far  as  it  regards 
persons  settled  on  fractions  of  sections  or  quarter 
sections  oontainioff  leas  than  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres;  and  that  such  persons,  under  the 
like  circumstances,  shall  be  considered  as  entitled 
to  all  the  rtghtSj  benefits,  and  advantages,  speci- 
fied in  the  said  fourth  section,  as  those  settled  on 
sections  or  quarter  sections,  and  also  to  any  right, 
privilege,  or  advantage,  secured  by  this  act:  Pro- 
vided, however,  That  such  persons  shall  not  be 
permitted,  in  such  cases,  to  take  less  than  the 
whole  quantity  of  such  fractional  Quarter  section 
on  which  they  are  respectively  settled. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
person  or  persons,  who  settled  on  and  improved 
any  of  the  lands  in  the  said  Territory,  reserved  for 
the  use  of  schools  or  seminaries  of  learning,  before 
the  fifth  dav  of  February^  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  and  who  would  have  had 
the  right  of  pre-eoaption  thereto  had  not  the  same 
been  reserved  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
pre-emption  of  the  like  quantity  of  other  land, 
upon  the  same  terms,  and  under  the  same  restric- 
tions, provided  bv  the  fourth  section  of  the  said 
reicitea  act,  to  be  located  on  anv  lands  within  the 
boundary  specified  in  this  and  the  said  recited 
act,  not  otherwise  appropriated ;  and  such  persons 
shall  also  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of,  and  subject 
to,  the  restrictions  contained  in  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  all  and 
every  person  or  persons  entitled  to  the  pre-emption 
of  lands,  under  the  fourth  section  oi  the  before 
recited  act,  who  failed  to  locate  their  claims  within 
the  time  limited  in  said  act,  and  which  lands  have 
been  appropriated  by  others,  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  pre-emption  of  the  like  quantity  as  they  could 
have  appropriated  under  the  said  act,  or  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  be  located  on  any 
land  within  the  boundary  specified  in  this  and 
the  said  recited  act,  not  previously  appropriated. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  ii  further  enacted,  That  all  and 
every  person  or  persons,  entitled  to  the  pre-emption 
of  lands  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
conforna  to,  and  be  governed  by,  the  rules  pre- 
scribed in  the  said  recited  act,  in  locating,  proving, 
and  completing,  their  titles  respectively,  except 
in  cases  where  the  same  is  changed  by  this  act. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  Kaskaskia  to  give  notice,  by  an  ad- 
vertisement inserted,  for  one  month,  in  aX  least 
one  newspaper  published  in  the  said  Territory,  to 
all  persons  entitled  to  pre-emption  in  the  purcnaae 


of  any  tract  of  land,  by  virtue  of  thb  or  the  bete 
recited  act,  that  they  may  make  soeii  porcJnt 
on  application  to  him  at  his  office,  oa  or  bek 
the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  ose  tiiooaii 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen ;  aodereiypersoBftil- 
ing  or  refusing  to  enter,  with  the  aii  register, 
the  land  to  which  the  right  of  pre-€m;idn  is  so 
secured,  notice  beinff  given  as  before  aeauosed. 
within  the  time  a^resaid,  shall  lose  lus,k,  or 
their,  right  of  pre-eooption. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  ThattkW 
cations  of  anjr  confirmed  claim,  nude  byrirti 
of  any  authority  given  by  the  commissioflffi  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  claims  of  persoDstobi 
in  the  Illinois  Territory,  shall  be,  and  the  ai: 
are  herebv,  confirmed :  Provided,  Tbattbeprorr 
sions  of  this  section  shall  not  be  soconstnede 
to  extend  to  any  locations  made  bf  aof  penoa: 
persons  without  any  authoritf  from  tbecoQiQi> 
sioners  aforesaid ;  nor  shall  it  affect  the  cltioid 
any  other  person  or  persons. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  ii  further  enaxUd,  Tbtt  tk 
register  and  receiver  of  public  moaefsofdieliK 
office  at  Kaskaskia  shall  be  allowed  ibe  acn 
commission,  respective! v,  on  the  confirmed cbisi 
which  have  been  or  shall  be  receired  la  isfQ®' 
for  land  entered  at  the  said  office,  as  tbefueaoT 
entitled  to  on  moneys  received  ia  payaeot  tx 
lands  sold,  calculating  the  value  of  (JiecoBltn» 
claims  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  Ufiaiher  enacted,  T&ir  n  M 
be  lawful  for  Ann  Qilham  to  locate aaT«uppr<!' 
priated  quarter  section  within  the  IlliDouTern; 
tory;  and  whenever  the  said  Ana  Gilbia  ^i^ 
enter,  with  the  register  of  the  land  office  it  U)' 
kaskia,  any  unappropriated  quarter  seetioLKu*^; 
be  the  duty  of  the  register  to  issue,  to  ibe  su^ 
Ann  Gtlham,  a  certificate  specifyiog  ibereiDt^ 
quarter  section  so  located ;  and  it  sball  k  i» 
duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Geaeril  Li^* 
Office  to  issue  a  patent  for  the  land « lo^«^ 
whenever  the  certificate  aforesaid  sballwpr*" 
sen  ted  to  him  for  that  purpose. 

Approved,  February  27, 1815. 

An  Act  to  repeal  certain  tcU4h«iein  m«ti<w^ 
Be  U  enacted,  fc,  That  the  aci,eDUile}:J; 
act   to  authorize  the  President  of  tbe  Udib^ 
Slates  to  accept  the  services  of  State  troops,  k- 
of  volunteers,^' and  the  act,  entiiJed  "An  «»^ 
authorize  the  raising  a  corps  of  seafenciWes, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 
Approved,  February  27, 1815. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act  wgiilstioR  ^  ^* 

Oflice  Establishment 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  Postmaster  G«| 
eral  be,  and  is  hereby,  anlhorized  ^^V.^^Qf 
postmasters,  respectively,  such  comm'^^^" 
moneys  arising  from  the  postage  of  Wi^r*:  ^ 
papers,  and  packets,  as  shall  be  ■<*''<l"^'fy yi 
respective  services  and  expenses;  ^'^^fTf-M- 
the  said  commission  shall  not  exceed  the  ifl^^^^ 
ing  several  rales  on  the  amount  colleciefl 
quarter ;  that  is  to  say : 
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On  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  handred  and  fiftf  | 
liars,  twentjr  per  cent. 

On  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  hundred  and  fifty 
liars,  seventeen  per  cent. 
On  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  thousand  dollars, 
rteen  per  cent. 

On  any  sum  oyer  three  thousand  six  hundred 
liars,  five  per  cent. 

Ele  may  also  allow  the  postmasters  at  distribu* 
g  post  offices,  a  commission  of  four  per  cent, 
any  sum  of  postages  distributed,  not  exceeding 
IT  tnousand  dollars,  and  a  commission  of  three 
r  cent,  on  any  sum  of  postages  distributed  over 
ir  thousand  dollars. 

Be  may  also  allow  to  such  postmasters  as  re-* 
ve  and  despatch  foreign  mails,  a  sum  not  ex- 
uding twenty-five  dollars  per  quarter  year,  for 
It  service;  and  he  may  augment  the  commis* 
n  of  those  postmasters  who  receive  the  mail 
^ularly  between  the  hours  of  nine  o'clock  in  the 
>ning  and  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  from 
enty  to  thirty-three  and  one-third  per  cent,  on 
e  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  received  in  each 
After. 

Be  may  also  allow  to  each  postmaster  one  cent 
'  each  free  letter  delivered  out  of  his  office,  and 
e  cent  for  each  free  letter  originally  received 
him  and  forwarded  by  mail. 
Ele  may  also  allow  to  each  postmaster  ten  cents 
every  monthljr  register  of  the  arrival  and  de- 
nture of  the  mail}  returned  to  the  General  Post 
ice.  The  Postmaster  General  may  also  allow 
che  postmasters,  respectively,  a.commission  of 
rty-three  and  one-third  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
postages  which  they  shall  collect  on  newspa- 
rs,  magazines, and  pamphlets;  but  no  allow- 
se  for  distribution,  or  for  free  letters,  shall  be 
ide  to  any  postmaster  who  shall  collect  postages 
the  amount  of  five  thousand  dollars  in  one 
arter. 

3£c.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  this 
:  shall  be  in  force  on  and  after  the  first  day  of 
»ril  next, and  thereupon  all  other  acts  and  clauses 
•reof,  providing  compensation  or  allowance  to 
f  postmaster  or  postmasters,  shall  cease  to  have 
set,  and  are  hereby  repealed:  Provided^  That 
;hiDg  herein  contained  shall  be  constraed  to 
set,  alter,  or  repeal,  the  provisions  of  the  fortieth 
tton  of  the  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Es- 
»lishment. 

3eo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
stmaster  General  be  authorized  to  have  the 
il  carried  in  any  steamboat,  or  other  vessel, 
ich  shall  be  used  as  a  packet,  in  any  ot  the 
ters  of  the  United  States,  on  such  terms  and 
iditions  as  shall  be  considered  expedient :  Pro- 
^d,  That  he  do  not  pay  more  than  three  cents 
each  letter,  and  each  packet,  and  more  than 
i  half  cent  for  each  newspaper,  conveyed  in 
ih  mail. 

3ec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
the  duty  of  every  master  or  manager  of  anv 
3imboat,  packet,  or  other  vessel,  which  shall 
IS  from  one  part  or  place  to  another  part  or 
ce,  in  the  Untted  States,  where  a  post  office  is 
ablished>  to  deliver,  within  three  hours  after 


his  arrival,  if  in  the  dajr  time,  and  within  two 
hours  after  the  next  sunrise,  if  the  arrival  be  in 
the  night,  all  letters  and  packets  addressed  to,  or 
destined  for,  such  port  or  place,  to  the  postmaster 
there,  for  which  he  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  of 
such  postmaster  two  cents  for  every  letter  or 
packet  so  delivered,  unless  the  same  shall  be  car* 
ried  or  conveyed  under  a  contract  with  the  Post- 
master General ;  and  if  any  master  or  manager 
of  a  steamboat,  or  other  vessel^  shall  fail  so  to  de- 
liver any  letter,  or  packet,  which  shall  have  been 
brought  by  him,  or  shall  have  been  in  his  care, 
or  within  his  power,^he  shall  incur  a  penalty  of 
thirty  dollars  for  every  soch  failure. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  ntrther  enacted,  That  every 
person  employed  onboard  any  steamboat,  or  other 
vessel  employed  as  a  packet,  shall  deliver  every 
letter,  and  packet  of  letters,  intrusted  to  such  per- 
son, to  the  master  or  manager  of  such  steamboat, 
or  other  vessel,  and  before  the  said  vessel  shall 
touch  at  any  other  port  or  place ;  and  for  every 
failure,  or  neglect  so  to  deliver,  a  penaltv  of  ten 
dollars  shall  w  incurred  for  each  letter  and  packet. 

Approved,  February  27, 1815. 


An  Act  to  aher  and  establish  certain  Post  Roads. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  following  post 
roads  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  discontinued ; 
that  is  to  say :  From  Columbia,  by  Shelby ville, 
and  Winchester,  to  Fayetteville,  in  Tennessee. 
From  Tellicoe,  in  Tennessee,  by  Amoy  river, 
Vanstown^  and  Tockeytown,  to  Fort  Stoddard, 
in  Mississippi  Territory ;  and  from  Tuckabatchy, 
by  TensaWj  and  Fort  Stoddard,  to  Pascaeoola 
river,  in  Mississippi  Territory ;  from  Gyntniana 
to  Georgetown,  in  Kentucky.  In  North  Caro- 
lina, from  Washington  to  Lake  Landing,  on  Mo- 
tamuskeet.  From  Concord,  by  London.  Gilman- 
ton,  Meredith,  New  Holderness,  to  Plymouth; 
thence,  by  New  Hampton,  Sanbornton,  North- 
field,  and  Canterbury,  to  Concord. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  tt  further  enacted.  That  ther 
following  be  established  post  roads ;  that  is  to  say : 

In  New  JBTomptAtre.— From  Concord  to  Frye- 
burgb,  in  Maine.  From  Concord,  by  Salisburjr,. 
Andover,  New  Chester,,  Bridgewater,  Plymouth, 
thence  by  New  Holderness,  New  Hampton.  San- 
bornton, Salisbury,  to  Concord.  From  Exeter, 
by  Brentwood,  Poplin,  Raymond,  Candia,  and 
Pembroke,  to  Concord. 

In  Fermonf.— From  Chester  South  village,  by 
Andover,  Weston,  Land  Grove,  and  Peru,  to 
Manchester.  From  Salem,  New  York,  by  Ru- 
pert, Paulet,  Middleton,  and  Ira.  to  Rutland. 

In  Maine. — From  Kennebunk  to  Alfred ;  from 
Prospect,  by  Mount  Ephraim,  to  Frankfort. 

In  MauachuBetts.-— From  Hosack.  New  York, 
by  Pawnal,  Vermont,  to  Williamstown.  From 
Northampton,  by  Haaley,  Sunderland,  and  Mon- 
tague, to  Northfield.  From  Foxborough,  by 
Mansfield,  and  Norton,  to  Taunton. 

In  Connecticut.-^Th^i  the  post  road  from  Nor- 
walk,  by  Reading,  to  Danbury,  pass  through 
Saugatuck,  and  by  the  town-house  in  Reading. 

In  New  ror^.— From  Hadley  Landing,  in  Sar- 
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atoga,  to  Lnzern,  in  Warren  county.  From  Ham- 
ilton village,  by  Guilderland,  Berne,  Schoharie 
Courthouse,  the  Brick  Church  in  Cobleskill,  Col- 
onel I.  Steward's,  and  Maryland,  to  Milford. 
From  West  Point  to  Haverstraw.  From  Bnrrage 
Mills,  in  Coventry,  to  Oxford.  That  the  mail 
from  Huntington  be  carried  by  the  north  road  to 
Smithtown.  instead  of  the  south  road.  From 
Stillwater,  oy  Dunning  street,  in  Malta,  and  the 
south  end  of  Saratoga  Lake,  to  Ballston  Springs, 
thence,  by  the  north  end  of  Saratoga  Lake,  and 
by  Rogers'  Mills,  to  Stillwater.  From  Manlius, 
in  Onondan  county,  to  Elbridge,  in  Camillus, 
thence  to  Auburn,  in  Cayuga  county.  From 
B^inbridge,  througn  Coventry,  to  Green, 
In  New  Jersey.— From  Newark,  by  Orange  Dale, 
and  Hanover,  to  Morristown.  From  Asbury^  in 
Mansfield  township,  by  Hacketstown,  Greenville, 
Newtown,  and  Frankfort,  to  Deckerstown. 

/n  Pennsylvania. — From  Huntington,  by 
Woodcock  VklleYf  Bedford,  and  Cumberland 
Valley,  to  Cumberland,  in  Maryland.  From  Mer- 
cer to  New  Castle.  From  Lancaster  to  Lebanon. 
From  York,  by  Dover,  Rosstown,  Lewisburg, 
and  Lisbum,  to  Carlisle. 

In  Ohio, — From  Zanesville  to  Coahooton*— 
From  Wheeling,  in  Virfiaia,  by  Stephen  Scott's, 
at  the  mouth  of  Fishmff  Creek,  to  Marietta, 
t'rom  Delaware,  in  Ohio,  by  Norton JQpper  San- 
dusky, and  Lower  Sandusky,  to  Fort  Meigs. 
From  Lebanon  to  Hamilton. 

In  Maryland. — From  Baltimore,  by  dueens- 
town,  Hillsborough^  and  Denton,  to  Milford. 
From  Westminster,  in  Frederick  county,  through 
UniontowB,  Middleburgh,  Greenbam,  Mechan- 
iekstown,  and  Cavetown,  to  Hagerstown.  From 
Elkton,  by  Sabinton,  to  Qeorffetown  Cross  Roads. 

/n  Virginia. — From  Lindsay's  store,  by  Bar- 
boursviile  and  Stannardsville,  to  Harrisonbure. 
Prom  Richmond  to  Lindsay's  store,  in  Albemarle 
county.  From  Colesville,  in  Chesterfield  county, 
by  Halaomb's  and  Dennis's,  to  Amelia  Court- 
house, in  lieu  of  the  present  route  from  Coles- 
ville to  Amelia  Courthouse.  From  Parkersburg, 
in  Wood  countv^  to  Point  Pleasant;  that  the 
route  from  Hopkins'  tavern  to  Powhatan  Court- 
house, pass  bv  way  of  Genito  Bridge.  That  the 
Postmaster  General  be  authorized  to  send  a  mail 
from  Port  Tobacco,  in  Maryland,  to  Hanover 
town,  so  long  as  a  stage  shall  run  on  that  route. 
From  the  town  of  Petersburg,  Virginia,  by  the 
Double  Bridges,  and  John  SLev's  tavern,  in  the 
coimty  of  Lunenburg,  to  Charlotte  Courthouse. 
From  Williesburg.  in  Charlotte  county,  by  Doc- 
tor Snead's,  in  Halifax  county,  to  Cunningham's 
store,  in  Person  county.  North  Carolina. 

Jh  Kentucky. — From  Cynthiana,  by  Paris,  and 
Winchester,  to  Richmond.  From  Isbelville  to 
Clarksville,  Tennessee.  From  Lexington  to 
Georgetown.  From  Cincinnati,  by  Kennedy's, 
Gaines',  and  Arnold's,  on  the  Ridge  road,  to 
Georgetown.  From  Uiasgow  to  Allen  Court- 
house, and  from  Allen  Courthouse  to  Bowling 
Green.    From  Middletown  to  Westport. 

In  North  Carolina, — From  Washington,  by 
Bath,  John  Adams's,  the  Log  House  Landing,  on 


Puuffo  river,  and  Grermantown,  to  the  Lab 
Landing,  in  Matamuskeet.  From  Ttii)oroD|tiid 
Cobb's  Bridge,  in  Edgecomb  county.  Fromfiry- 
ant's  Cross  Roads  to  Windsor.  Frooi  Tirbor* 
ough  to  Scotland  Neck.  From  Pittskroo^b.  bj 
Liberty,  and  Gardner's  store,  to  Lexi&gua. 

In  Temhessee-^From  NashrlUe,  by  Harpetb 
Settlement,  and  Shelby ville,  to  Fayentrilie. 
From  Rhea  Courthouse,  by  HighwassyOamson, 
Ross  Fort,  and  Fort  Jackson,  to  Fort  St.  St^ 
phens. 

In  South  Carolina.— From  MarioD  Gomt- 
house,  by  Harleysville,  to  Marlboroo^bjtoRtun 
by  Brownsville,  to  Marion  Coarthoase.  Froa 
Cfheraw  Courthouse,  by  the  Burst  SavMilkta 
Lvnch's  creek,  Williamsburg  Coortbouse.  vd 
Mfurray's  Ferry,  on  Santee,  to  Monk's  Corser. 

In  the  Mississippi  Tkrritory.^Fnm  tbeCbo- 
taw  agency,  by  John  Ford's,  on  Petri  rirerw 
New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Looisiana. 

In   the   Illinois    7}jmrory.— From 
Courthouse  to  Salem,  in  Kentucky. 

Approved,  March  1, 1815. 


An  Act  making  apnropriations  for  the  rapport  fl^^ 

Military  EstablMiinant  ibr  the  ymtmt  Ooosod 

eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  for  defraying  ibe  a- 
penses  of  the  Military  Establishmeot  o{^  ^a- 
ted  States,  for  the  year  one  ihovmi  eiflit  haa- 
dred  and  fifteen,  for  ordnance,  forti&aboQs.  m 
the  Indian  department,  the  followug  squb  ^. 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  respeedreiy.  iRK^ 
priated ;  that  is  to  say : 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  Unli«dSii» 
including  the  private  servants  kept  by  oft«^ 
nine  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  forage  to  oflScers,  one  hundred  and  twefltf- 
five  thousand  dollars.  .  , 

For  subsistence  of  the  Army,  sew  ^m^^ 
thouftand  dollars.  ^ 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  de[»rtiDeDt,iniT 

thousand  dollars.  . 

For  clothing,  three  hundred  and  twenty-flff 
thousand  dollars.  . 

For  the  Q.uartermaster's  department  two  m- 
dred  thousand  dollars.  . 

For  purchasing  horses  for  artillery,  ooe  bob- 
dred  thousand  douars.  .  ,  .• 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  s'^'^i^^jf  jJ 
arsenals,  magazines,  and  armories,  ^^^^^^^i 
and  thirty^ight  thousand  three  hmni  m 
thirty-eight  dollars.  .  o 

For  fortifications,  four  hundred  thoosand  (J* 

For  contingencies,  two  hundred  ibonsaofl  ^ 

For  the  Indian  department,  two  haodred  ibcfr 
sand  dollars.  .    «^ 

For  advancing  three  months' par  to  theoj^ 
deranged,  and  noncommissioned  officcw ana ir^ 
vates  discharged,  one  million  two  hoDdred  vf^ 
sand  dollars.  -.  ^t 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enaded,  ^^ 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  mw^ 
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>aid  ovt  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not 
iTwise  appropriated, 
.pproved,  March  3, 1815. 


Act  making  further  proTidon  for  completing  the 
iblic  buildings  at  West  Point  for  the  aeeommoda- 
>n  of  the  Military  Academy. 

•e  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  sum  of  twenty 
isand  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  ap- 
priated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  monev  in  the 
tasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  com- 
ing buildings,  and  for  providing  an  apparatus, 
brary,  and  all  necessary  implements,  and  for 
i  continj^ent  expenses  as  may  be  necessary 
proper,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President  of 
United  States,  for  the  better  support  and  ac- 
imodation  of  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
at. 
iPproTed,  March  3, 1815. 


Act  making  appropriations  for  the  auppoit  of  the 
avy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  one  thou* 
ind  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

te  it  enacted,  ^,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
see  of  the  Navy,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
It  hundred  and  fifteen,  the  following  same  be 

are  hereby,  respectively,  appropriated ;  that 
3  say: 

*or  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and  pay 
the  seamen,  one  million  five  hundred  thirty- 
it  thousand  three  hundred  sixty»foar  dollars 

fifty  cents. 

*or  provisions,  six  hundred  and  seventy-three 
usand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars 
I  fifty  cents. 

^or  medicine,  hospital  stores,  and  all  expenses 
iccount  of  the  sick,  forty  thousand  dollars. 
!*or  repairs  of  vessels,  five  hundred  thousand 
lars. 

^or  contingent  expenses,  including    freight, 
isportation,  and  recruiting  expenses,  five  hna- 
i  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
^or  ordnance,  ammunition,  and  military  stores, 
!e  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
^or  navy  yards,  docks,  and  wharves,  one  hun- 
i  and  sixty  thousand  dollars, 
^or  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  Marine  Corps, 

hundred  and  ninety  thousand  and  twenty 
lars. 

*or  clothing  for  the  same,  sixty  thousand  three 
id  red  and  fifty-seven  dollars. 
*or  military  stores  for  the  same,  one  thousand 
hundred  dollars. 

'or  contingent  expenses  for  the  same,  eighteen 
asand  seven  hundred  and  eight  dollars. 
*or  the  purchase  of  the  vessels  captured  by 
nmodore  Macdonongh,  on  Lake  Cnamplain, 
h  sum  as  shall  be  asreed  upon,  with  the  ap- 
bation  of  the  President,  not  exceeding  four 
id  red  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjwrther  enacted,   That  the 
eral  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall 
paid  out  or  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not 
erwise  appropriated. 
jJLpproved,  March  3, 1815. 


An  Act  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  several  acts  imposing 
duties  on  me  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merdumdisey  imported  into  the 
United  States,  as  imposes  a  discriminating  duty 
on  tonnage,  between  wreign  vessels  and  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  and  between  goods  imported 
into  the  United  States  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels 
of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  so  much  of  the  several 
acts  imposing  duties  on  the  tonnaffe  of  ships  and 
vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise^ 
iinported  into  the  United  States,  as  imposes  a 
discriminating  duty  of  tonnage,  between  foreign 
vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
tween goods  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed,  so  far  as 
the  same  respects  the  produce  or  manufacture  of 
the  nation  to  which  such  foreign  ships  or  vessels 
may  belong.  Such  repeal  to  take  effect  in  favor 
of  any  foreign  nation,  whenever  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  di»- 
criminating  or  countervailing  duties  of  such  for- 
eign nation,  so  far  as  they  operate  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  the  United  States,  have  been  abol- 
ished. 

Approved,  March  3, 1815. 

An  Act  for  fixing  the  Militaiy  Peace  Establishment 

of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  Biilitarv  Peace 
Establishment  of  the  United  States  shall  consist 
of  such  proportions  of  artillery,  infantry,  and  rifle- 
men, not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  ten  thousand 
men,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shali 
judge  proper,  and  that  the  corps  of  engineers,  as 
at  present  established,  be  retained. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  tha 
corps  of  artillery  shall  have  the  same  orffanixation 
as  is  prescribed  by  the  act  passed  the  thirtieth  of 
Blarch,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen; 
and  the  regiment  of  liffht  artillery  the  same  or- 
ganization as  is  prescnoed  by  the  act  passed  tha 
twelfth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eiffht ;  and  that  each  regiment  of  infantry 
and  riflemen  shall  consist  of  one  colonel,  one 
lieutenant  colonel,  one  major,  one  a<Utttant,  wn» 
quartermaster,  one  paymaster,  one  surgeon,  and 
two  surgeons'  mates,  one  sergeant  major,  one 
quartermaster  sergeant,  two  principal  musicians, 
and  ten  companies;  each  company  to  consist  ot 
one  captain,  one  first  lieutenant,  and  one  second 
lieutenant,  four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  two 
musicians,  and  sixty-eight  privates. 

SsG.  3.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  two  major  generals,  and  four  brigadier 
generals:  the  major  generals  to  be  entitled  to  two 
aids-dcHsamp)  and  the  brigadier  generals  to  one 
aid-de-camp,  each,  to  be  taken  from  the  subalterns 
of  the  line;  four  brigade  inspectors,  and  four 
brigade  quartermasters,  and  such  number  of  hos- 
pital surgeons  and  surgeon's  mates,  as  the  service 
may  require,  not  exceeding  five  surgeons  and  fif- 
teen mates,  with  one  steward  and  one  wardmas- 
ter  to  each  hospital.  The  brigade  inspectoit, 
appointed  under  this  act,  shall  be  taken  from  the 
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line,  and  the  brigade  quartermasters,  the  adju- 
tants, regimental  quartermasters,  and  paymasters, 
from  the  subalterns  of  the  line. 

8fic.  4.  And  he  it fiarther  enacted^  That  the  com- 
pensation, subsistence,  and  clothing,  of  the  offi- 
cers, cadets,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
artificers,  and  privates,  composing  the  Military 
Peace  Establishment,  shall  be  the  same  as  are  pre- 
scribed by  the  act,  entitled  '*  An  act  tiziog  the 
Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,"  passed  sixteenth  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  two,  and  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  mil- 
itary force,"  passed  twelfth  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight;  and  that  the  major 
generals  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  compensa- 
tion as  is  provided  by  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to 
raise  an  additional  military  force,"  passed  elev- 
enth January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  cause  to  be  ar- 
ranged, the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates,  of  the  several  corps  of 
troops  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  form  and  complete  out 
of  the  same  the  corps  authorized  by  this  act,  and 
cause  the  supernumerary  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May  next,  or  as 
soon  as  circumstances  may  permit. 

Sbo.  6.  And  be  it  Juiiker  enacted.  That  to 
each  commissioned  officer,  who  shall  be  deranged 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  there  shall  be  allowed  and 
paid,  in  addition  to  the  pav  and  emoluments  to 
which  they  will  be  entitled  by  law  at  the  time  of 
his  discharge,  three  months'  pay. 

Skc.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
several  corps  authorized  by  this  act,  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  be  recruited 
m  the  same  manner,  and  with  the  same  limita- 
tions; and  that  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, musicians,  and  privates,  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  same  provision  for  wounds  and  disabilities,  the 
same  provision  for  widows  and  children,  and  the 
same  benefits  and  allowances  in  every  respect, 
Dot  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
as  are  authorized  by  the  act  of  sixteenth  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  entitled  '*An 
act  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of 
the  United  States."  and  the  act  of  the  12th  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  enutiea 
"  An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional 
military  force ;"  and  that  the  bounty  to  the  re- 
cruit, and  compensation  to  the  recruiting  officer, 
shall  be  the  same  as  are  allowed  by  the  aforesaia 
act  of  the  the  12th  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eiffht. 

Approved,  March  3, 1815. 

An  Act  concerning  Invalid  Pensioners. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  place  the  follow- 
ing named  persons,  whose  claims  have  been  trans* 


mitted  to  Congress,  imrsnant  to  t  liv  pntioi 
tenth  day  of  April,  eighteen  haadndu^iiLx 
the  pension  list  of  invalid  peask»entftieiriiiK 
States,  according  to  the  rates,  sod  titoastatt 
at  the  times,  herein  mentioned;  thus  to  a;.* 

Robert  Holberd,  at  the  rate  of  fin ^ per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  tiiiniexir  q(' 
March,  one  thousand  eight  baodredudWiu. 

Eli  Short,  at  the  rate  of  three  doUicui^r. 
enty-five  cents  per  month,  to  comnoettt::- 
tietn  day  of  March,  one  thoosafideigkibiLtt^ 
and  fourteen. 

Spencer  Darnell,  at  the  rate  of  (indoliin?; 
month,  to  commence  on  the  foortecBth  dp  i 
February,  eighteen  hundred  and  foarteen. 

Abraham  Estes,at  the  rate  of  tiireediiliina 
seventy-five  cents  per  month,  tocoouDW«^ 
seventeenth  day  of  April,  eigbtees  boAiiRw  isi 
fourteen. 

Willis  Tandy,  at  the  rate  of  o&edoiiLikS 
twenty-five  cents  per  month,  to  coomeaee '«« 
seventeenth  day  of  April,  eighteeo  hudrric^ 
fourteen. 

Samuel  Sharon,  at  the  rate  of  twodali^n^ 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  comneBce  tb<  ^ 
teenth  day  of  August,  eighteen  hudni  ik 
fourteen. 

Alexander  Naiamith,  at  the  rate  of  tie  i^^*^ 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  comD<iiKU<(^ 
tieth  day  of  August,  eighteen  hoodie^  tt^^* 
teen. 

Isaac  Gny,  at  the  rate  of  six  doiusiM^r 
six  cents  per  month,  to  commeoei  ^  ^^ 
second  day  of  September,  eighceea  buii^^ 
fourteen. 

Thomas  Williams,  at  the  rate  of  two  ua^ 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  oomoitteet^^; 
ty-seventh  day  of  July,  eightcea  ^vm^ 
fourteen. 

John  R.  Rappleye,  at  the  rate  of  five » 
per  month,  to  commence  the  seeosd  dv^t  ^ 
tember,  eighteen  hundred  and  foarteeo. 

John  Sweeny,  at  the  rale  of  seren  wjcw 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  wjp 
enteenth  of  March,  eighteen  hnadrediulbffi»» 

Joshua  MerrUl,  at  the  rate  of  tvodo^^ 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commeace  thepn^ 
August,  eighteen  hundred  and  foarteo. 

Qtiere  Drummond,  at  the  rate  of  tn^ 
per  month,  to  commence  the  iwtatj-(^^ 
day  of  January,  eighteen  handred  lod  H^ 

John  Ward,  at  £e  rate  of  two  io"*"*^  t! 
cenu  per  month,  to  commence  the  (urueu 
of  November,  eighteen  hundred  ind  fojiJJ*^ 

Charles  Ramsey,  at  the  rate  of  fire  mr 
month,  to  commence  the  tvelftb  dif « ^' 
eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen.        , ,.   ^| 

Grant  Taylor,  at  the  rate  of  fiw  ^^J^ 
month,  to  commence  the  twentj-fov^ '^ ' 
November,  eighteen  hundred  and  foo^fj"  - 

Henry  fiateman,  at  the  rate  of  fi»e  t^^ 
month,  to  commence  tiie  seveoteesU  ' 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  foorieeo- 

John  Norton,  at  the  rate  of  tro  doaiR 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commeace  tl»««^ 
day  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  sad  fwrt«* 
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Jesse  Young,  at  the  rate  of  fire  doUars  per 
Qontb,  to  commence  the  sixth  day  of  August, 
me  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Daniel  AverilT,  at  the  rate  of  two  doUars  and 
ifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  third  day 
if  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

John  Bell,  at  the  rate  of  ten  doUars  per  month, 
o  commence  the  ninth  day  of  September,  eigh- 
een  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Minny  Ryneason,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
nd  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  sixth 
ay  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

William  Bond,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars  per 
lonth,  to  commence  the  eighth  day  of  Decem- 
er,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

l^iohard  Osbnrn,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  fifth  day 
f  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Julius  Turner,  at  the  rate  of  three  doUars  and 
erenty-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the 
ighteenth  day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and 
oarteen. 

William  Cook,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
Ifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  eigh- 
eenth  day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and 
barteen. 

John  Frazer,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
eventy-fire  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the 
ixteenth  day  of  Norember,  eighteen  hundred 
md  fourteen. 

Christopher  Sites,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
md  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  sev- 
mteenth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ifteen. 

WiUiam  BartoA,  at  the  rate  of  thirty  dollars 
)er  month,  to  commence  the  first  day  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifteen. 

w  iUiam  Berry,  at  the  rate  of  fire  doUars  per 
nonth,  tocommence  the  thirty-first  day  of  March, 
iiffhteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

James  McNeal,  at  the  rate  of  fire  doUars  per 
nonth,  to  commence  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
September,  eij^hteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Emanuel  E^nt,  junior,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dol- 
ars  per  month,  to  commence  the  thirteenth  day 
»f  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Jeremiah  Searcy,  of  South  Carolina,  at  the 
-ate  of  fire  dollars  per  month,  to  commence 
rom  the  third  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ifteen* 

Skc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
lensions  of  the  following  persons,  already  placed 
)n  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  whose 
claims  tor  an  increase  of  pension  hare  been  trans- 
nitted  to  Congress  pursuant  to  the  act  aforesaid, 
)e  increased  to  the  sums  herein  respectirely  an- 
lexed  to  their  names.  The  said  increase  to  com* 
nence  at  the  times  herein  mentioned  ;  that  is  to 

(ay: 

Charles  Hunton,  at  the  rate  of  two  doUars  and 
ifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  four- 
eentb  day  of  Norember,  eighteen  hundred  and 
bur  teen.  • 

Thomas  Williams,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars 
ler  month,  to  commence  the  twenty-ninth  of 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 


Samuel  White,  at  the  rate  of  three  doUars  and 
serenty-fire  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the 
twenty-eiehth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fourteen. 

Thomas  Machin.  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

John  McClennon,  at  the  rate  of  fire  doUars 
per  month,  to  commence  the  third  day  jofNorem-. 
oer,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Richard  Gressum,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  the  eighth  day  of  No- 
rember, eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Approred,  March  3, 1815. 


An  Act  to  proride  a  librsiy  room,  and  for  transporting 
the  library  lately  purchased. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
cause  a  proper  apartment  to  be  immediately  se- 
lected and  prepared  for  a  library  room,  and  to 
cause  the  library,  lately  purchased  from  Thomas 
Jefferson,  to  be  placed  therein  during  the  ensuing 
recess  of  Congress. 

Ssc.  2.  And  he  iijurther  enacted,  That  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  settle  the  ac- 
count of  the  expenditures  incurred  under  this  apt; 
and  that  the  amount  so  settled  shall  be  paid  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approred,  March  3, 1815. 


An  Act  concerning  the  Naval  Establishment. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  in  addition  to  the  sums 
heretofore  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriated,  annually,  for  three  years, 
towards  the  purchase  and  supply  of  a  stock  or 
ererr  description  of  timber  required  for  ship 
building,  And  other  naral  purposes,  to  be  paid  out 
of  aoy  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approred.  March  3,  1815. 


An  Act  to  repeal  certain  acts  therein  mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  all  acts,  or  parts  of 
acts,  which  prohibit  the  entrance  ot  the  ressels 
of  any  foreign  nation  into  the  harbors  or  waters 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Slates,  be, 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
*'Act  to  prphibit  American  ressels  from  proceed- 
ing to,  or  trading  with,  the  enemies  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  Tor  other  purposes ''  passed  the 
sixth  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  twelre, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  a  And  be  itfuHher  enacted,  That  the  "Act 
to  prohibit  the  use  of  licenses  or  passes,  granted 
by  the  authority  of  the  Qorernment  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,"  passed 
the  second  day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirteen,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 


193d 


APPiairDix. 


m 


Public  AcU  of  €kmgre$8. 


Seo.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  which  hare  been  ineorred 
by  virtue  of  the  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  repealed, 
saall  be  hereby  recovered  and  distributed  in  like 
manner  as  if  the  same  had  continued  in  fall 
force. 

Approved,  March  3,  1815. 


An  Act  increasing  the  compensation  allowed  the  Ser- 
geanta-at^Arms  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiyesy  and  of  the  Doorkeeper  and  Assistant  Door- 
keeper of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
already  allowed  by  law  to  the  6ergeants-at-Arms 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  Doorkeeper  and  Assistant  Doorkeeper  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  be  entitled 
to  receive,  annually^  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  respectively,  and  that  the  additional 
compensation  here  allowed  be  considered  to  take 
effect  from  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Approved,  March  3, 1815. 


An  Aet  to  authoriie  a  loan  Ibr  a  aom  not  exceediiig 
eighteen  millions  Ibnr  hundred  and  fiity*two  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  doUais. 

Be  U  enacted^  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  eighteen  millions  four  hundred 
fifty*two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
applied,  in  addition  to  the  moneys  now  in  the 
Treaaary,  or  which  may  be  received  from  other 
sources,  to  defray  any  expenses  which  have  been, 
or,  daring  the  present  year,  majr  be,  authorized 
by  law,  and  for  which  appropriations  have  been, 
or,  during  the  present  year,  may  be,  made  by 
law:  Frovidedj  That  no  engagement  or  contract 
shall  be  entered  into,  which  shall  preclude  the 
United  States  from  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sums 
thus  borrowed,  at  any  time  after  the  expiration 
of  twelve  years  from  the  last  day  of  December 
next. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  Sec  - 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  wkh  the  approbation  of  the 
President  of  he  United  States,  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  cause  to  be  constituted  certificates  of 
stock,  si{[ned  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  or  by 
a  commissioner  of  loans,  for  the  sum  to  be  borrowed 
by  this  act,  or  for  any  part  thereof,  and  the  same 
to  be  sold.  And  the  Secretar]r  of  the  Treasurv 
shall  lay  before  Congress,  during  the  first  week 
in  the  month  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixteen,  an  account  of  all  the  moneys 
obtained  by  the  sale  of  the  certificates  of  stock,  in 
manner  aforesaid,  together  with  a  statement  of 
the  rate  at  which  the  same  may  have  been  sold. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  the  See- 
retary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized, with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  employ  an  agent  oragents^ 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  subscnptioas  to  the 
loan  authorized  by  this  act,  or  of  selling  any  part 
of  the  stock  to  be  created  by  virtue  thereof.    A 


commisaion,  not  exceeding  one-mnnn  oi  a* 
per  centum,  on  the  amoimt  tbos  sold,  oribr  vftid 
subscriptions  shall  have  been  thus  otoiaei  ur 
bytheSecretary  ofthe  Treasury,  be  aibicdii»six& 
agent  or  agents;  and  a  sum  not  eiBtK^tkinf 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  jmid  ootof  aofaamii 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwiae  appropriate^'s^if 
appropriated,  for  pajriog  the  amoimt  of  aatfia- 
mission  or  com  missions  as  may  betkia&isRi 
and  also  for  defraying  the  expeaacsof  priof 
and  issuing  the  sabscripdoii  certifieaieLaBia* 
tificates  or  stock,  and  other  expense  iaddesis 
the  completing  of  the  loan  anthorized  brtbict 

Sac.  4.  And  be  itjurther  enaeied,  ntinmik 
of  the  funds  eonstitating'  the  annoal  appopmai 
of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  ptfsestc 
the  principal  and  interest  <»f  the  paMiedebt®  i* 
United  States,  as  may  be  wanted  for  ikt  pe- 
pose,  after  satisfyingtheneeeasmry  aaaslbrtkep^ 
meat  of  the  interest,  and  sneh  part  of  ik  fo- 
cipai,  of  the  said  debt,  as  the  Uniled  Sntesm 
now  pledged  annuallf  to  pay  or  reifflbas.is 
hereby  plraged  and  appropriated  for  the  ptjaat 
of  the  interest,  aad  for  the  reiabaneBcai  of  ik 
principal,  of  the  stock  whieh  may  be  cieitri  bv 
virtue  of  this  act.  It  shall,  aeeordugir.Wtif 
duty  of  the  Commisioners  of  the  Siafciiv  Fai  ^ 
cause  to  be  applied  aad  paid,ontof  theiudliii 
yearly,  such  sum  and  snms  as  nuy  bi  auiaih 
wanted  to  discharge  the  interest  mnarKt^ 
said  stock,  and  to  reimbnrse  the  pnopu  s/  tie 
same  may  become  due  and  may  bt  isc^irfe'  ia 
conformitjr  with  the  terma  of  the  Vma.  hai 
thef  are  further  authorized  to  9Lffij,  fr«a  tine 
to  time,  suoh  sum  or  sums,  oat  <h  the  wi  InL 
as  they  may  think  proper,  towards  rcdctmai  if 
purchase,  and  at  a  price  not  above  par,  tiw  pit- 
cipal  of  the  said  stock,  or  any  part  chemC  iai 
the  faith  of  the  United  States  H  hcfvbf  pMH 
to  establish  sufficient  revennes  for  aukmr  ^ 
any  deficiency  that  mayjiereailer  take  paeria 
the  fends  hereby  appropriated  for  paying tk  aid 
interest  and  principal  sums,  or  any  cf  iheBLa 
manner  aforesaid. 

Sfic.  5.  And  be  itfwHher  enacted,  That  it  M 
be  lawful  for  any  of  the  banks  ia  the  DifOKf  of 
Columbia,  to  lend  any  part  of  the  sum  aatibofiB^ 
to  be  borrowed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  anyi&Bf  ■ 
any  of  their  charters  to  the  contrary  aotwithstss^ 
ing. 

Sec.  6.  And  be iifiaiker  enacted,  That  it  sbi. 
be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasarr  c 
accept,  in  payment  of  any  loan  obtained  ia  linsf 
of  this  act,  such  Treasury  notes  as  have  beee  i.*; 


tually  issued  before  the  passing  of  this  act  ^ 
which  were  made  bylaw  a  charge  upon  the  stabf 
fund,  sach  Treasury  notes  to  be  credited  for  ^ 
principal  thereof  and  the  amount  of  iaterestr 
tually  accrued  at  the  time  of  the  paymeat 

Sec  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  ^ 
be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Trearen  *• 
cause  to  be  paid  the  interest  upon  the  Trcasc 
notes  which  have  become  due,  and  rcaiaio^ 
naid,  as  well  With  respect  to  the  time  ehipsN  * 
tore  they  became  due,  as  with  respect  to  thr^ 
that  shall  elapse  afler  they  become  due,  ^^ 
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unds  shall  be  assigned  for  the  {mymeot  of  the 
aid  Treasary  notes,  and  notice  thereof  shall  be 
^i\ren  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Approved,  March  3, 1815. 


Ln  Act  to  provide  for  the  ascertaining  and  furreytng 
of  the  boondary  lines  fixed  by  the  Treaty  with  the 
Creek  Indians,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
Jnited  States  be,  anil  be  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
a  use  to  be  ascertained  and  surveyed  the  boun- 
ary  Hne  desiffoated  by  the  Treaty  with  the 
?reek  nation  of  Indians,  concluded  on  the  ninth 
lay  of  August,  one  thousand  eirht  hundred  and 
oorteen,  and  that  the  same  be  distinotly  marked, 
a  all  such  places,  except  trhere  water-courses 
xe  described,  as  the  boundary  by  the  said  treaty ; 
knd  for  this  porpoee  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  power  taamioint,by  and  with  the 
idvice  and  consent  of  the  Senat^  three  eoinmis* 
loners,  whose  compensation  shall  not  exceed,  ex- 
ilasive  of  travelling  expenses,  the  rate  of  eight  dol- 
ars  per  day,  during  the  time  of  actual  service  of 
uch  commissioners,  in  ascertaining  and  survey* 
ng  the  said  boundary  line ;  they  shall  have  power 
o  employ  a  skilful  surveyor,  who  shall  be  allowed 
Ive  dollars  per  day,  and  two  obatnmen  and  a 
narker,  who  shall  each  be  allowed  two  dollars 
>er  day,  in  full  for  their  services. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
aid  commissioners,  on  completing  the  ascertain* 
nent  and  survey  aforesaid,  shall  make  out  three 
ICC  urate  plats  of  the  survey  of  the  said  boundary 
ine,  one  of  which  tbey  shall  transmit  to  the  See- 
etary  of  State,  one  to  the  Surveyor  of  the  lands 
outh  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  the  other  to 
he  Chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  all  the 
lublic  lands  of  the  United  States  to  which  the 
ndian  title  was  extinguished  by  the  aforesaid 
reaty,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  formed  into  a 
and  district  3  and  for  the  dispoMil  thereof  a  land 
iffice  shall  be  established,  which  shall  be  kept  at 
uch  convenient  place  as  the  President  or  the 
Jnited  States  may  direct ;  and,  for  the  said  land 
office,  a  register,  and  receiver  of  public  moneys, 
hall  be  appointed,  who  shall  give  security  in  tne 
«me  manner,  in  the  same  sums,  and  whose  com- 
pensation, emoluments,  duties,  and  authority, 
hall,  in  every  respect,  be  the  same^  in  relation  to 
he  lands  which  shall  be  disposed  or  at  their  office, 
IS  are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  in  relation  to 
he  registers  and  receivers  of  public  moneys,  in 
he  several  land  offices  established  for  the  dis* 
>osal  of  the  other  public  lands  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  ii  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
)owers  vested  by  law  m  the  Surveyor  of  the  lands 
)f  the  United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
lessee,  shall  extend  over  all  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States  to  which  the  Indian  title  was 
extinguished  by  the  aforesaid  treaty,  and  the 
lame  shall  be  surveyed  in  the  manner,  and  for 
the  same  compensation,  as  other  public  lands  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 


Sac.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  author- 
ized, whenever  he  shall  think  it  proper,  to  direct 
so  much  of  the  public  lands,  lying  in  the  said  dis- 
trict, as  shall  have  been  surveyed  in  conformity 
to  this  act,  to  be  offered  for  sate.  All  such  lands 
shall,  with  the  exception  of  the  section  numbered 
sixteen,  which  shall  be  reserved  in  each  township 
for  the  support  of  schools  within  the  same^  witn 
exception  also  of  one  entire  township,  to  be  loca- 
ted by  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  use 
of  a  seminary  of  learning,  and  with  the  exception 
of  any  tracts  of  land  reserved  to  the  Indians  by 
the  said  treaty,  shall  be  offered  to  the  highest 
bidder,  under  the  direction  of  the  register  and 
receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  said  land  office, 
on  such  day  or  days  as  shall,  by  a  public  procla- 
mation of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be 
designated  for  that  purpose.  The  public  sales 
shall  remain  open  for  three  weeks,  ana  no  longer; 
and  the  lands  shall  be  sold  for  a  price  not  1cm 
than  that  which  has  been,  or  may  be,  fixed  by  law, 
for  the  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  ; 
and  shall,  in  every  other  respect,  be  sold  in  traota 
of  the  same  sixe,  on  the  same  terms  and  condi- 
tions, as  have  bc«n,  or  may  be,  by  law  provided 
for  the  other  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory. The  superintendents  of  the  said  public 
sales  shall  receive  six  dollars,  each,  for  each  day's 
attendance  on  the  said  sales.  All  lands,  other 
than  those  reserved  as  aforesaid,  and  excepted  as 
abovementioned.  remaining  unsold  at  the  closing 
of  the  public  sales,  and  which  had  been  oSetea 
at  the  said  sales^  may  be  disposed  of  at  private 
sale,  by  the  register  of  the  lana  office^  in  the  same 
manner,  under  the  same  regulations,  for  the  same 
price,  and  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  as 
are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  for  the  sale  of  the 
other  public  lands  of  the  United  States  In  the 
Mississippi  Territory.  And  patents  shall  be  ob- 
tained for  the  lands  sold  in  the  said  district  in  the 
same  manner,  and  on  the  same  terms,  as  for  other 
public  lands  sold  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Sao.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  nave  power 
to  appoint  any  or  all  of  the  aforesaid  commission- 
ers during  the  recess  of  the  Senate. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  b& 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid 
oat  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  act 
into  effect. 

Approved,  March  3, 1815. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  Vessels  cap- 
tured on  Lake  Champlain. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  purchased  the  Britisn  vessels  which 
were  captured  on  Lake  Champlain  by  the  Amer- 
ican squadron,  on  the  eleventh  day  ot  September, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen  i  and 
the  amount  of  the  valuation  of  such  captured 
vessels,  when  duly  made  and  returned  to  the 
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NftTf  DepartmeDt,  shall  be  distrtbated  as  prize 
money  amoDi;  the  captors  or  their  heirs. 
Approredj  ^arch  3, 1815. 

An  Act  for  the  protection  of  the  Commerce  of  the 
United  States  against  the  Algerine  Cmisers. 

Whereas  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  on  the  coast  of 
Barbarjr,  has  commenced  a  predatory  warfare 
against  the  United  States — 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  it  shall  be  lawfol  fally 
to  equip,  officer,  man,  and  empJoy,  such  of  the 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  as  may  be 
jttdged  requisite  by  the  President  of  the  United 
states  for  protecting  effectually  the  commerce 
and  seamen  thereof  on  the  Atlantic  ocean,  the 
Mediterranean,  and  adjoining  seas, 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  instruct  the  coinmanders  of  the  respective  pub- 
lic vessels  aforesaid,  to  subdue,  seize,  and  make 
1>rize  of,  all  vessels,  goods,  and  effects,  of  or  be- 
ongiog  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  or  to  his  subjects, 
and  to  bring  or  send  the  same  into  port,  to  be 
proceeded  against  and  distributed  according  to 
law ;  and,  also,  to  cause  to  be  done  all  such  other 
acts  of  precaution  or  hostility,  as  the  state  of  war 
will  justify,  and  mav,  in  his  opinion,  require. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  Ufiaiker  enacted^  That,  on  the 
application  of  the  owners  of  private  armed  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may  grant  them  special  commis- 
sions, in  the  form  which  he  shall  direct,  under 
the  seal  of  the  United  States ;  a^d  such  private 
armed  vessels,  when  so  commissioned,  shall  have 
the  like  authority  for  subduing,  seizing,  takinff, 
and  bringing  into  port,  any  Algerine  vessd, 
goods,  or  effects,  as  the  oeforementioned  public 
armea  vessels  may  by  law  have ;  and  shall  there- 
in be  subject  to  the  instructions  which  may  be 
given  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
the  regulation  of  their  conduct;  and  their  com- 
missions shall  be  revocable  at  his  pleasure :  Pro* 
videdy  That  before  any  commission  shall  be 
granted  as  aforesaid,  the  owner  or  owners  of  the 
veseels  for  which  the  same  may  be  requested,  and 
the  commander  thereof  for  the  time  l>eing,  shall 
give  bond  to  the  United  Stales,  with  at  least  two 
responsible  sureties,  not  interested  in  such  vessel, 
in  the  penal  sum  or  seven  thousand  dollars,  or,  if 
such  vessel  be  provided  with  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men.  in  the  penal  sum  of  fourteen 
thousand  dollars,  with  condition  for  obeervine 
the  treaties  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  instructions  which  may  be  given  as  aforesaid; 
and  also  for  satisfying  all  damages  and  injuries 
which  shall  be  done  contrary  to  the  tenor  thereof, 
by  such  commissioned  vessel,  and  for  delivering 
up  the  commission  when  revoked  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Ssc.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  any 
Algerine  vessel,  goods,  or  effects,  which  may  be 
80  captured  and  brought  into  port,  bv  any  private 
armed  vessel  of  the  United  States,  duly  commis- 
sioned as  aforesaid,  may  be  adjudged  good, prize, 
and  thereupon  shall  accrue  to  the  owners,  and 


o&ten,  and  men,  of  the  captoring  rmA^iA 
shall  be  distributed  according  to  tke  agmos 
which  shall  have  been  made  betweatkD,(ir, 
in  failure  of  such  agreement,  acca£i(  to  tk 
discretion  of  the  court  having  cognimeeof  tlie 
capture. 
Approved,  March  3, 1815. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  ' An  icttt|mit 
additional  levenaes  lor  defiajia;  tbeopmt 
Ooveinment,  and  maintaining  thspobleoB&s 
laying  a  direct  tax  upon  the  United  Sua, elk 
provide  lor  assessing  and  eoUsctiBg  tbeaBe,"ai 
the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  pravide  iddHiflBili^ 
ennea  Ibr  defraying  the  eipenm  of  Gmua 
and  maintaining  the  poblie  cndit,  hj  kyiat  ^^ 
on  household  fomituie,  end  on  gold  od  ik 
watches." 

Be  it  enactedt  fc.,  That,  instetdoftiiei!^ 
day  of  February  next,  prescribed,  bf  ibe  'ut  .s 
provide  additional  revenues  for  defrtjiBgUta* 
penses  of  Government,  and  maiDttiDiiijiiKBi^ 
lie  credit,  by  laying  a  direct  tai  npon  lie  M 
States,  and  to  provide  for  asscssiog  tad  eoltet- 
ing  the  same,"  to  the  principil  aascooisu^ 
and  cause  the  several  assistast  asxsofst^^ 
qaire  after  and  concerning  all  lands  u^  ^ 
objecU  used,  the  first  day  of  April  next  ^ ad 
the  same  is  hereby  prescribed  for  tint  P^ 
And  that  the  time  prescribed,  in  iktiinfj^ 
section  of  the  said  act,  to  the  ^temjsi^ 
Treasury,  to  notify  the  collectors «( tk  srau 
collectiop  districts  to  proceed  to  tiiec<£K\s^« 
the  direct  tax,  after  the  conent  yt«i^*^ 
some  day  in  the  month  of  MsfjUsto^^^ 
month  of  February*  ^    , 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  emuUi'^^ 
thirteenth  section  of  the  '*act  to  pro^iKjf' 
tional  revenues  for  defraying  the  eipea^^yf 
ernment,  and  maintaining  the  poblie  erni^ 
laying  duties  on  household  furniture,  tod ^F 
and  silver  watches,"  be,  and  the  same  is  ^^ 
so  amended,  as  that  the  several  aeureqaae^ 
be  Mrformed  previously  to  or  doriog  tbt  Q«^ 
of  February,  in  any  year,  may  and  sbillKF^ 
formed  previously  to  or  dariog  the  fis*^^ 
May,  in  any  year,  as  the  case  omT  ^r'^t 
month,  instead  of  February,  shall  be  ukais(^. 
time  referred  to  therein  for  taking  ti|e  ^ 
property  under  a  general  assessment ;  and  x^ 
be  the  duty  of  the  principal  asseiaor,  u  «^ 
year,  within  thirty  days  after  the  ex|Mnu^ ' 
the  said  month  of  May,  to  make  oot  aod  deii^ 
to  the  collector,  the  lists  as  is  required  to  »7^ 
dered  by  the  said  last  mentioeed  aei,  to  vi^ 
this  act  is  a  supplement,  and  the  like  u^tn^ 
hereby  made  in  the  tenth  section  of  ^^^^Z, 
shall  and  hereby  is  made  in  the  other  secu 
thereof,  so  far  as  anv  acts  depending  (beieoii 
thereby  required  to  be  done.  ,  ^.  .  „, 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  Jurlher  emid^.  Tfe>; "; 
publication  to  be  made  by  the  collectors. »; 
designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  TreiiflrT  • 
that  purpose,  as  prescribed  and  required^,;; 
twenty-eighth  and  twenty-ninth  seetiosi^;; 
act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  svi-' 
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itead  of  being  prioted  for  sixty  days,  id  at  least 
me  newspaper  published  in  the  State,  as  therein 
irovided,  be  printed,  at  least  once  a  week,  for 
light  weeks  in  succession,  in  every  newspaper 
within  the  State  in  which  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  are  b^  public  authority  published  ;  and  for 
vhich  printing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
hall  be  and  he  is  hereby  autnorized  to  pay  and 
lUow  a  price  proportionate  to  the  price  of  the 
»ther  public  printing  done  in  said  papers,  and  no 
Qore. 
ApproTed,  March  3, 1815. 


in  Act  aathoriaiog  the  Board  of  Navy  Comminion- 
ers  to  appoint  Clerks. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Board  of  Nayy 
il^ominissioners  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  author- 
zed  to  appoint  two  clerks,  to  be  attached  to  their 
rffice,  who  shall  receire  lor  their  serTicea  a  sum 
idt  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  each  per  an« 
lum. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jwrther  enacted.  That  for 
his  purpose  the  sum  of  two  thousana  dollars  is 
lereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
n  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3, 1815. 


Vn  Act  further  to  provide  lor  the  collection  of  duties 
on  Imports  and  Tonnage. 

Be  it  enactedj  ifc.,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
my  collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor^  or  inspector, 
»f  the  customs,  as  well  in  an  adjoming  aistrict 
IS  that  to  which  he  belongs,  to  enter  on  board, 
earcb,  and  examine^  any  ship,  vessel,  boat,  or 
aft,  and  if  he  shall  nnd  on  board  the  same  any 
;oods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  which  he  shall 
lave  probable  cause  to  believe  are  subject  to  duty, 
he  payment  of  which  is  intended  to  be  evaded, 
ir  have  been  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
iny  manner  contrary  to  law,  it  shall  be  his  duty 
0  seize  and  secure  the  same  for  trial. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jwrther  enacted,  That  it 
hall  be  lawful  for  any  collector,  naval  officer, 
orveyor^  or  inspector  of  the  customs,  as  well  in 
ny  adjoming  district  as  that  to  which  he  be* 


States  in  any  manner  contrary  to  law;  and  if 
nch  officer  shall  find  any  ^oods,  wares,  or  mer« 
handise,  on  any  such  carriage,  vehicle,  person 
ravelling  on  foot,  or  beast  of  burden,  which  he 
hall  have  probable  cause  to  believe  are  subject 
0  duty,  or  have  been  unlawfully  introduced  into 
he  United  States,  he  shall  seize  and  secure  the 
ame  for  trial.  And  if  any  of  the  said  officers  of 
he  customs  shall  suspect  that  any  goods,  wares, 
ir  merchandise,  which  are  subject  to  duty,  or 
hall  have  been  introduced  into  the  United  States 
lontrary  to  law,  are  concealed  in  any  particular 
Iwelling-house,  store,  or  other  building,  he  shall, 


upon  proper  application,  on  oath,  to  any  judge  or 
justice  of  the  peace,  be  entitled  to  a  warrant, 
directed  to  such  officer,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to 
serve  the  same,  to  enter  such  house,  store,  or  other 
building,  in  the  day  time  only,  and  there  to  search 
and  examine  whether  there  are  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  which  are  subject  to  duty,  or 
have  been  unlawfully  imported ;  and  if,  on  such 
search  or  examination,  any  such  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  shall  be  found,  whicii  there  shall  be 
probable  cause  for  the  officer  making  such  search 
or  examination  to  believe  are  subject  to  duty^  or 
have  been  unlawfully  introduced  into  the  United 
States,  he  shall  seize  and  secure  the  same  for 
trial :  Provided  alwaye,  That  the  necessity  of  a 
search  warrant,  arising  under  this  act,  shall,  in 
no  ease,  be  considered  as  applicable  to  any  car- 
riage, wagon,  cart,  sleigh,  vessel,  boat,  or  other 
vehicle,  of  whatever  form  or  construction,  em- 
ployed as  a  medium  of  transportation,  or  to  pack- 
ages on  any  animal  or  animals,  or  carried  by  man 
on  foot. 

Sbc.  3;  And  be  Ufiaiher  enacted,  That  every 
collector  of  the  customs  shall  have  authority,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  principal  officer  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  to  employ,  within  his  dis- 
trict, such  number  of  proper  persons,  as  inspectors 
of  the  customs,  as  he  shall  judge  necessary,  who 
are  hereby  declared  to  be  officers  of  the  customs; 
and  the  said  inspectors,  before  they  enter  on  the 
duties  of  their  offices,  shall  take  and  subscribe,  be* 
fore  the  collectors  appointing  them,  or  before 
some  magistrate  within  their  respective  districts, 
authorized  by  law  to  administer  oaths,  the  fol- 
lowing oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit:  "  I,  — -— — , 
having  been  appointed  an  inspector  of  the  cus- 
toms within  and  for  the  district  of ,  do  sol- 
emnly, sincerely,  and  truly,  swear,  (or  affirm,  as 
the  case  may  be,)  that  I  will  diligently  and  faith- 
fully execute  the  duties  of  the  said  office  of  in- 
spector, and  will  use  my  best  endeavors  to  pre- 
vent and  detect  frauds  and  violations  against  the 
laws  of  the  United  States.  I  further  swear  (or 
affirm)  that  I  wiH  support  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  Slates." 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any 
collector,  naval  .officer,  surveyor,  or  inspector, 
when  proceedin8[  to  make  any  search  or  seizure, 
authorized  by  this  act,  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
empowered  to  command  any  person  who  shall  be 
within  ten  miles  of  the  place  where  such  search 
or  seizure  shall  be  nuide,  to  aid  and  assist  such 
officer  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  therein ;  and 
if  any  person,  beine  so  commanded,  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  aid  and  assist  such  officer  in  making 
such  search  or  seizure,  the  person  so  neglecting 
or  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  dollars,  and  not  less  than 
fifty  dollars.  And  such  officer  may  also  demand, 
in  cases  of  resistance,  the  assistance  of  the  mar- 
shal of  the  district  or  any  of  his  deputies,  who 
shall  call  upon  the  posse  of  the  district,  if  neces- 
sary, in  his  or  their  judgment,  to  render  effectual 
the  execution  of  this  act;  and  all  citizens  or  in- 
habitants of  the  district,  above  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  and  able  to  travel,  who  refuse  or  neglect, 
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upon  proper  notice  from  the  marshal,  or  any  of 
his  deputies,  to  join  such  posse,  shall  be  consid- 
ered guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  be  liable  to  be 
fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
dollars,  and  be  imprisoned  for  any  terra  not  ex- 
ceeding three  months. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  for* 
feitures  and  penalties  mentioned  in  this  act,  shall 
be  sued  for,  prosecuted,  and  recorered,  or  inflict- 
ed, by  action  of  debt,  or  by  information  or  indict- 
ment, in  any  court  competent  to  take  cognizance 
thereof  and  try  the  same;  and  that  all  forfeitures 
and  penalties,  so  recovered  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
shall,  after  deductins  all  proper  costs  and  charges, 
be  disposed  of  as  foUows:  one  moiety  shall  be  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  paid  into  the 
Treasury  thereof  by  the  collector  recovering  the 
same }  the  other  moiety  shall  be  divided  between, 
and  paid  in  equal  proportions  to,  the  collector 
and  naval  officer  of  the  district  and  surveyor  of 
the  port,  wherein  the  same  shall  have  been  in- 
curred, to  such  of  the  said  officers  as  there  may 
be  in  the  said  district:  and  in  districts  where 
only  one  of  the  aforesaid  offices  shall  have  been 
established,  the  said  moiety  shall  be  given  to  such 
officer :  Provided,  That  where  the  seizure  shall 
have  been  made  by  any  inspector  or  inspectors 
out  of  the  presence  of  the  collector,  naval  officer, 
or  survejror,  such  inspector  or  inspectors  shall  be 
entitled,  in  addition  to  such  other  compensation 
as  may  be  allowed  them,  to  twenty-five  per  cent, 
on  the  moiety  herein  given  to  the  collector,  naval 
officer,  and  surveyor,  as  aforesaid,  or  ta  either  of 
them:  Andpnmdeddbo,  Thatin  all  cases  where 
such  forfeitures  and  penalties  shall  be  recovered, 
in  pursuance  of  information  given  to  such  collec- 
tor, naval  officer,  or  surveyor,  by  any  private  in* 
former,  the  one-half  of  such  moietv  shall  be  given 
to  such  informer,  and  the  remainder  thereof  shall 
be  disposed  of  between  the  collector,  naval  officer, 
and  surveyor^  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  the  same 
allowance  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  to  inspectors, 
when  the  seizure  is  made  by  them  as  aforesaid : 
And  provided  likemse,  That  whenever  the  value 
of  the  property  seized,  condemned,  and  sold,  under 
this  act,  shall  be  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  that  part  of  the  forfeiture  which  accrues 
to  the  United  States,  or  so  much  thereof  as  Diay 
be  necessary,  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of 
the  costs  of  prosecution :  And  it  itjurtherpromdedf 
That  if  any  officer  or  other  person,  entitled  to  a 
part  or  share  of  any  of  the  penalties  or  forfeitures 
incurred  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  necessary 
as  a  witness  on  the  trial  for  such  penalty  or  for- 
feiture, such  officer  or  other  person  may  be  a  wit- 
ness upon  the  said  trial,  but  in  such  case  he  shall 
not  receive  or  be  entitled  to  any  part  or  share  of 
the  said  penalty  or  forfeiture ;  and  the  part  or 
share,  to  whicli  he  otherwise  would  have  been 
entitled,  shall  revert  to  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  J3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
suit  or  prosecution  be  commenced  in  any  State 
court  against  any  collector,  naval  officer,  sur* 
veyor,  inspector,  or  any  other  officer  civil  or  mili- 
tary, or  any  other  person  aiding  or  assisting 
agreeable  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  under 


color  thereof,  for  anvthing  done,  oi  oaktdi&V 
done,  as  an  officer  or  the  costoms,  orkiBfUac 
done  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  under  tobrttoes 
and  the  defendant  shall,  at  the  tiotif  eaien^ 
his  appearance  in  such  court,  file  lysitiMk 
the  removal  of  the  cause  for  trial  kkboi 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  is  ^tsiia 
in  the  district  where  the  suit  isjicKki.aii 
offer  good  and  sufficient  surety  for  kii«fifr 
log  in  such  court,  on  the  first  day  osa» 
sion,  copies  of  said  process  agiinst  hiaa^tfii 
for  his  there  appearing  at  the  eoort  apdoieae 
special  bail  in  the  cause,  if  special  bail  wticof* 
nally  required  therein,  it  shall  then  be  the  toy  t 
the  State  court  to  accept  the  sureir,  tri  {tniRfi 
no  farther  in  the  cause,  and  the  bail  tbtts^ 
have  been  originally  taken  shall  be  diseba^ 
and  such  copies  being  entered  asafomiilisat 
court  of  the  United  States,  the  eainesy  (» 
proceed  in  the  same  manner  as  If  it  hid  ^ 
brought  there  by  original  process,  vhaieTerv 
be  the  amount  of  the  sum  in  dispute  ot  iiafc 
claimed,  or  wluitever  the  citizeasliipof  tkj^ 
ties,  any  former  law  to  thecootrarrDotwitw 
ing ;  and  any  attachment  a(  the  goods  or  etiUK 
the  defendant  by  the  original  pcoees.syf« 
the  goods  or  estate  so  atuched  tovate^^ 
judgment,  in  the  same  manner  as  ^^^ 


of  such  State  they  would  bare  beeseoiibs 
answer  the  final  judgment  had  it  beesit^ 
by  the  court  in  which  the  suit  w  caBfifl* 
And  it  shall  be  lawful,  in  aoy  aetioi«|n^^ 


tion  which  mav  be  now  pending, « ^(^ 
commenced,  before  any  SutecooitviiXKiae 
anything  done,  or  omitted  to  bedoa^l? ^^ 
fendant,  as  an  inspector  or  other  oieffoi'^ 
customs,  after  final  judgment,  for  eitheijvt!^ 
remove  and  transfer  by  appeal,  s»cbd«i9«^ 
ring  the  session  or  term  of  said  coortj^'^ 
the  same  shall  have  taken  place,  froosK^^^ 
to  the  next  circuit  court  or  the  UnltH»»!- 
be  held  in  the  district  in  which  s^^^j^^gf  Jl 
be  taken  in  manner  aforesaid ;  and  i^"'^;^ 
duty  of  the  person  uking  such  appeal,  tflj"^ 
and  enter  in  the  said  circuit  eoort  attestetf^ 
of  the  process,  proceedings,  and  jod^oKi'^ 
cause;  and  it  shaU  also  be  competeatidte^ 
party,  within  six  months  of  the  ^^j^^, 
judgment  in  any  such  cause,  by  '^'^^i 
other  process,  to  the  circuit  court  of  twy^; 
Sutes  of  that  district  in  which  mh}^\ 
shall  have  been  rendered ;  and  tbesaideoiu^^ 
thereupon  proceed  to  try  and  ^^^^^^^ 
and  the  law  in  such  action,  in  the  same » 

as  if  the  same  had  been  there  <i^^l^ 
menced,  the  judgment  in  such  case  '***'"'.- 
ing.    And  any  bail  which  may  hare  beea  w 
or  property  attached,  shaU  be  boiden  oo  u» jj^ 
judgment  of  the  said  circuit  coon  w^'Vy 
m  the  same  manner  as  if  no  ^^\^\a  $ 
transfer  had  been  made  as  aforesaid,  a 
State  court  from  which  any  such  «?J*^  - 
removed  and  transferred  as  aforesaid.  T^^ 
party's  giving  good  and  sufficient  secon^^^ 
prosecution  thereof,  shall  allov  ^^^^^ 
removed  and  trananrfiNi,  and  proceed  b" 
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t^  the  case :  Provided,  however^  That  if  the  party 
bresaid  shall  fail  duly  to  enter  the  removal  and 
EiDsfer  as  aforesaid  ia  the  circuit  court,  agree- 
>le  to  this  act,  the  State  court|  hy  which  judff- 
ent  shall  have  been  rendered,  and  from  which 
e  transfer  and  removal  shall  have  been  made 
aforesaid,  shall  be  authorized,  on  motion  for 
at  purpose,  to  issue  execution,  and  to  carry  into 
Eect  any  such  judgment,  the  same  as  if  no  such 
tuoval  and  transfer  had  been  made:  Provided, 
rverthsless,  That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed 
apply  to  any  prosecution  for  an  offence  in- 
>1  ving  corporal  punishment.  And  provided  oZ- 
,  That  no  such  appeal  shall  be  allowed  in  any 
iminal  action  or  prosecution,  where  final  judg- 
eni  shall  have  been  rendered  in  favor  of  the  de- 
ndant  or  respondent,  by  the  State  court ;  and  in 
ly  action  or  prosecution  against  any  person  as 
bresaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  person  to 
ead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act  and  an^ 
>ecial  matter  in  evidence.  And  if  in  any  suit 
\e  plaintiff  is  nonsuit,  or  judgment  pass  against 
im,  the  defendant  shall  recover  double  costs. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jurtlier  encuUed,  That  in  any 
lit  or  prosecution  against  any  person,  for  any 
3t  or  thing  done  as  an  officer  of  the  customs,  or 
ay  person  aiding  or  assisting  such  officer  therein. 
nd  judgment  snail  be  given  against  the  defend- 
nt,  or  respondent,  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  court, 
sfore  which  such  suit  or  prosecution  shall  be 
led,  that  there  was  probable  cause  for  doing 
ich  act  or  thing,  such  court  shall  order  a  proper 
srtificate  or  entry  to  be  made  thereof,  and  in 
ich  case  the  defendant  or  respondent  shall  not 
e  liable  for  costs,  nor  shall  he  be  liable  to  ezecu- 
on,  or  to  any  action  for  damages,  or  to  aav  other 
lode  of  prosecution,  for  the  act  done  by  him  as 
foresaid :  Provided,  That  such  property  or  arti- 
ies  as  may  be  held  in  custody  by  the  defendant, 
'  any,  be,  after  judgment,  forthwith  returned  to 
le  claimant  or  claimants,  his,  her,  or  their  agent 
r  agents. 

Sec. 8.  And  be  U  further  enactedy  That  this 
;t  shall  continue  in  force  for  onje  year,  and  no 
Inzer;  Provided^  That  all  fines,  penalties,  and 
)r^itures,  which  shall  have  been  incurred  be- 
»re  the  expiration  of  the  act,  shall  be  recovered 
ad  distributed,  and  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted, 
i  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  not  expired. 

ApproiFed,  March  3, 1815. 

ji  Act  fupplementaiy  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  CootIb  of  the  United 
SUtes,  within  the  Stote  of  New  York." 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
Inited  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
en  t  of  the  Senate,  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized  to 
ppoint  one  person  as  marshal,  and  one  as  district 
ttorney.  for  the  northern  judicial  district  of  the 
Jnited  States  within  the  State  of  New  York, 
reated  by  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
lent,  bearing  date  the  ninth  day  of  April,  in  the 
ear  one  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  fourteen ; 
nd  that  the  terms  of  appointment  and  service, 
3gether  with  the  duties,  responsibilities,  and 
molumeats  of  the  said  manhal  and  disuict  at- 


torney, respectively,  for  the  district  aforesaid,  be, 
in  all  respects,  the  same,  within  their  said  dis- 
trict, as  the  terms  of  appointment  and  service, 
the  duties,  responsibilities,  and  emoluments  of  all 
other  marshals  and  district  attorneys,  respect- 
ively, within  their  respective  districts  in  the 
United  States  of  America. 
Approved,  March  3, 1815. 


An  Act  making  additional  appropriation  for  the  service 
of  the  year  one  thonaand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen* 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  preparing  certificates  of  registry  for  ships 
and  vessels,  aod  for  furnishing  lists  of  crews,  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1815. 


An  Act  further  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  <<An 
act  providing  for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claim- 
ants of  pubUc  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territoiy.*' 

Be  it  enactedt  ^,  That  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  virtue  of  the  act«  entitled  '*An  act  sup- 
Sementary  to  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  providing 
r  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  pub- 
lic lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  shall  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  decide,  in  a  sum- 
mary way,  upon  the  quantity  or  boundary  of  land 
contained  in  any  grant  or  deed  exhibited  before 
them,  by  any  of  the  claimants  of  lands  released 
to  the  United  States,  agreeably  to  the  said  act, 
according  to  such  maps, surveys,  or  other  evidence, 
as  now  exist,  or  which  they  may  be  now  able  to 
procure,  witliout  requiring  or  permitting  any  other 
survey  to  be  made. 

Ssc.  2.  And  be  ii  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  commissioners  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
authorized  to  allow  and  receive,  in  all  cases,  ex- 
cept those  where  femmes  couvertes  are  parties, 
as  sufficient  legal  releases,  assignments,  ana  pow- 
ers, required  by  said  act,  and  the  supplement 
thereto,  and  as  lawful  conveyances,  all  such  in- 
struments as  may  be  executed  by  the  party,  or 
his,  her,  or  their  attornev  or  aitornevs,  lawfully 
empowered,  and  either  acxnowledged  by  the  party 
making  the  same,  before  some  judge,  or  justice 
of  the  peace,  notary  puolic,  mayor,  recorder,  or 
alderman,  of  a  corporation^  or  roaster  in  chancery, 
or  one  of  the  said  cominissioners,  or  proved,  by 
other  evidence,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  commis- 
sioners, to  have  been  duly  executed  by  the  party. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  commissioners  shaU  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
authorized,  in  all  eases  where  the  releases,  assign* 
ments,  and  powers,  required  by  the  act  aforesaid, 
already  presented,  or  which  may  be  presented  on 
or  before,  the  third  Monday  in  March  instant,  or 
powers  of  attornev  by  which  said  releases  shall 
have  been,  or  shall  be,  made,  shall  be,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  defectively 
drawn  or  executed,  to  allow  a  further  time,  not 
exceeding  two  months,  from  and  aflter  the  said 
third  Monday  in  March  instant,  to  perfect  the 
same. 
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See.  4.  And  be  ii  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  commissioners  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby^ 
aathorized  to  admit  and  fiaally  settle  all  sach 
claims  as  have  been,  or  may  be,  within  the  time 
limited,  duly  released,  assigned,  and  transferred, 
to  the  United  States,  anything  in  the  said  origi- 
nal act,  or  any  supplement  thereto,  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding;  and  to  administer  oaths,  or  take 
affirmations,  and  to  compel  the  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses, in  all  cases  where  necessary* 

Sfic.  5.  And  he  U  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  he,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized,  from  time  to  time,  to  cause 
to  be  issued  such  certificates  of  stock  as  are  spe- 
cified in  the  said  original  act,  and  supplement 
thereto,  to  such  claimant  or  claimants,  whose 
claim  may  be  decided  on  and  reported  by  the 
commissioners,  on  receiving  such  report,  in  rela- 
tion to  such  claim,  from  the  said  commissioners. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  re- 
leases, assignments,  and  powers,  required  by  the 
act  aforesaid,  and  the  supplement  thereto,  now 
received,  and  which  may  be  hereafter  received, 
shall  be  recorded  by  the  secretary  of  the  said  com- 
missioners, and  the  said  records  returned,  with 
all  other  papers  and  documents  in  relation  to  said 
claims,  when  the  business  of  the  said  commission- 
ers shall  be  closed,  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State ;  and  that  the  said  secretary  shall  be  paid 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  out  of  any  money  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, at  the  rate  of  twelve  and  a  half  cents  for 
each  and  every  hundred  words  contained  in  each 
instrument  so  recorded. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  on  the 
dissolution  of  the  said  board  of  commissioners, 
and  the  i>erformance  of  the  duties  assigned  them, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized,  if  in  bis  judgment  he 
shall  consider  the  said  commissioners  entitled  to 
any  further  additional  compensation  for  their  ser- 
vices than  is  now  provided  for,  to  cause  them  to 
be  paid  such  other  and  further  sums,  oat  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, as  he  shall  think  just  and  reasonable :  PrO" 
vided^  That  such  additional  compensation  shall 
not  exceed  fifty  cents  to  each  commissioner,  for 
every  deed  or  evidence  of  title  which  shall  be 
submitted  to  their  examination  and  decision,  in 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  said  original 
act.  and  the  supplements  thereto. 

Approved,  March  3,  1815. 


An  Act  regolating  and  defining  tlie  duties  of  the  Uni- 
ted States'  Judges  for  the  Territory  of  Ulinoia. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  Illinois  Territory 
shall  be  divided  into  three  circuits,  in  the  manner, 
and  for  the  purposes,  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
counties  of  Madison  and  St.  Clair  shall  compose 
the  first  circuit,  the  counties  of  Randolph  and 
Johnson  shall  compose  the  second  circuit,  and  the 
counties  of  Gallatin  and  Edwards  shall  cbmpose 
the  third  circuit. 

Seo.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 


judges  heretofore  appointed,  or  whidiBtfb!- 
after  be  appointed,  lor  the  lltiaois  Teni^.os^ 
the  authority  of  the  Qovernment  i  eke  CFi!J3i 
States,  shall,  previous  to  the  time  fnenkd  k 
this  act  for  holding  the  first  court  iatksuiTe- 
ritory,  proceed  to  allot  amoagst  thevdTe  i&t 
circuit  in  which  thev  shaU  respecM^ss-ir. 
which  allotment  shall  contiaoeia  fomizu^ 
during  the  term  of  one  year  theretfter;  d%k 
allotment  shall  be  annually  renewed ;  aid ittt 
allotment,  in  writing,  signed  1^  tbe  saij  pi^ 
or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be  eaieredof  r«r. 
in  the  said  courts,  respectively,  bf  tbe  isi 
thereof,  at  the  commencement  of  the  tena  kt 
after  such  allotment  shall  have  been  aad«. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  eHoOed^  Tiaiiis^ 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  judget,  respectirdi 
hold  two  terms  annaaily  in  etch  eooatf  uat: 
respective  circuits,  in  conformity  wiib  tiie  pi^ 
ceding  sections  of  this  act,  whidi  shall eoaas* 
at  the  times  hereinafter  mentioned. that  b'.9flr 
in  the  county  of  Madison,  on  the  last  Mo&iip-' 
May  and  September;  in  theeooatjofSLC^ 
on  the  second  Mondays  in  Jane  and  OeUibc; -^ 
the  county  of  Randolph,  on  the  third  Motrin. 
June  and  October ;  in  the  coantf  of  Joksss  ^ 
the  fourth  Mondays  in  June  and  Oetoberj  is ^^ 
county  of  Ghitlatin,  on  the  first  Moodan it ij! 
and  November;  and,  in  the  coaaiyorBJ*^ 
on  the  second  Mondays  in  JolfaH^Vresjff 
in  each  year;  and  the  said  coaras^^J^P^ 
Circuit  Courts  for  the  counties  ia  v^»  ^'^ 
courts  shall  be  held,  respectively.      .    , 

Sec.  5.  And  be  itfirther  tmid.^^'^' 
said  courts  shall  be  holden  at  tbere^p^^' 
houses  of  said  counties ;  and  tbesatd  jt^"^ 
spectively,  shall,  in  their  respcclirecircaiti.*^ 
jurisdiction  over  all  causes,  mstten,or^i^| 
common  law  or  in  chancery,  artstBg  na^> 
said  counties,  except  in  cases  where  ^|  ^^^ 
demand  shall  be  under  twentydoliar^tii*^*^' 
cases  they  shall  have  no  jnrisdietioB. 

Sec.  ^.  AndUit  father  ouuteL,  Tla:  & 
said  judges  shall  be  conservators  of  tbe  pei^^ 
the  said  circait  courts,  in  term  time, or  t^;V 
thereof  in  vacation,  shall  have  power loi^^f^ 
junctions,  writs  of  ne  exeat,  habetsc»?»>; 
all  other  writs  and  process  that  may  be  b««»: 
to  the  execution  of  the  power  with  «ici  <* 
are  or  may  be  vested.  ^  .^ 

Sec.  7.  And  be  U  further  t»oM  ^l 
said  circuit  courts,  respectively,  »'»^,^'?'*.; 
to  hear  and  determine  all  treasons,  fewi^r 
other  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  thtt  say  v_ 
milted  within  the  respective  coontiesafo^ 
and  that  may  be  brought  before  (beiD,^ 
lively,  by  any  rules  or  regolatitws  present 
law 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  father  ewctei,  f^ * 
suits  shall  be  tried  in  the  counties »  whiea 
originate,  unless  in  cases  that  are  or  losf  ^ 
cially  provided  for  by  law.  .  ^.  ,,>• 

Sec.  9.  Anrf  fte  i*  ><iUr  ejawM  T^^.; 
circuit  judge  shall  not  attend  on  the  ir^^ 
any  court,  or  if  a  quorum  of  the  coart  b««^ 
menttooed  ahtll  not  attend  in  likeoitf^ 
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irt  ihali  Btund  adjonrned  from  day  to  day  ddcII 
ourt  shall  be  made,  if  that  shall  happen  before 
r  o'clock  in  the  afcernooo  of  the  third  day, 
)£c.  10.  And  be  it  finiker  enacted,  That  if 
ler  a  circuit  court,  or  the  court  hereinafter 
itioned,  shall  not  sit  in  any  term,  or  shall  not 
tinue  to  sit  the  whole  term,  or  before  the  end 
he  term  shall  not  have  heard  and  determined 
natters  ready  for  its  decision,  all  saeh  matters 

things  depending  in  court,  and  undetermined, 
11  stand  continued  until  the  next  succeeding 
n. 

tEc.  11.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  if, 
a  any  cause,  either  of  the  said  courts  shall  not 
)n  any  day  in  a  term  after  it  shall  hare  been 
Ded,  there  shall  be  no  discontinuance,  but  so 
1  as  the  cause  is  removed  the  court  shall  pro- 
I  to  business  until  the  end  of  the  term,  if  the 
ness  depending  before  it  be  not  sooner  des- 
:hed. 

EC.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
cial  term  of  the  said  circuit  courts  shall  con- 
of  six  days  in  each  county,  during  which  time 
conrt  shall  sit,  unless  the  business  before  it 
1  be  sooner  determined. 
Bc.  13.  And  be  it  Jiirt^er  enacted,  That  a  clerk 
I  be  appointed  by  the  said  circuit  courts,  re- 
tively,  in  each  county,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
»ue  process  ia  all  cases  originating  in  his 
)ty,  to  keep  and  preserve  the  records  of  all 
proceedings  of  the  codrt  therein,  and  to  do 
perform  in  the  county  all  the  duties  which 

be  enjoined  on  him  by  law. 
3c.  14.  And  be  itfiirther  enacted,  That,  in 
;ases  that  were,  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  De- 
)er,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
fourteen,  depending  in  the  courts  of  common 
I  in  the  respective  counties,  the  parties,  or 

attorneys,  shall  be  permitted  to  take  all  such 
lures  for  bringing  them  to  trial  that  might 

been* taken  if  no  change  had  taken  place; 
;he  said  circuit  courts,  respectively,  shall,  as 
s  possible,  proceed  to  the  trial  thereof  in  the 

manner  that  the  said  courts  of  common 

might  legally  have  done,  had  no  other 
ge  than  a  mere  alteration  of  the  terms  taken 
« 

c.  15.  And  beitjuriher  enacted,  That  the 
mdgesy  appointed  as  aforesaid,  or  a  majority 
*m,  shall  constitute  a  court,  to  be  styled  the 
t  of  Appeals  for  Illinois  Territory,  and  shall 
two  sessions  annually  at  the  town  of  Kas- 
a,  which  shall  commence  on  the  first  Mon- 
in  March  and  August,  in  everv  year,  and 
lue  in  session  until  the  business  before  them 
be  completed ;  which  court  shall  have  ap- 
e  jurisdiction  only,  and  to  which  appeals 
be  allowed,  and  from  which  writs  of  error, 
ding  to  the  principles  of  the  common  law, 
on^rmably  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  the 
[*erritory,  may  be  prosecuted  for  the  reversal 

judgments  and  decrees,  as  well  of  the  said 
t  courts^  as  of  any  inferior  courts  which  now 
r  hereafter  may  be,  established  by  the  laws 

said  Territory. 

>.  16.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  a  clerk 
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shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  conrt  of  appeals, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  issue  process  in  all  cases 
brought  before  the  said  court  where  process  ought 
to  issue,  and  to  keep  and  preserve  the  records  of 
all  the  proceedings  of  the  said  court  therein,  anj^ 
to  do  and  perform  all  the  duties  as  may  be  en- 
joined on  him  by  law. 

Sbc.  17.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  in  all 
caaes  that  were,  on  the  said  thirty-first  day  of 
December^lghteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  depend- 
ing in  the  General  Court  of  said  Territory,  the  pat- 
ties or  their  attorneys  shall  be  permitted  to  take 
all  such  measures  for  bringing  them  to  a  final  de- 
*cision  that  might  have  been  taken  if  no  chaowe 
had  taken  place,  and  the  said  court  of  appeals 
shall,  as  iar  as  practicable,  proceed  to  the  final 
determination  thereof,  in  the  same  manner  that  the 
said  General  Court  might  legally  have  done,  had 
no  other  change  than  a  mere  alteration  et  the 
terms  taken  place. 

Sec  18.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  ap- 
peals may  be  piayed,  and  writs  of  error  taken  out, 
upon  OMitters  of  law  only,  in  all  cases  wherein 
they  are  now  allowed  bj  law,  to  the  said  court  of 
appeals,  and  all  writs  or  error  shall  be  issued  by 
the  clerk  of  the  said  court  of  appeals,  and  made 
returnable  to  the  said  court  of  Kaskaskia ;  but  no 
question  upon  appeal  or  writ  of  error  shall  be  de- 
cided without  the  concurrence  of  two  judges  at 
least. 

Sbc.  19.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted.  That  the 
Legislature  of  the  said  Territory  shall  have  power 
to  change  the  times  of  holding  any  of  the  courts 
required  to  he  holden  by  this  act :  Provided,  how* 
ever,  That  the  said  Legislature  shall  not  have  au- 
thority to  increase  the  number  of  sessions  to  be 
held  by  the  said  courts  respectively,  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  sections  of 
this  act. 

Sfic.  sa  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  no 
jndge  or  justice,  aopoiated  under  the  authority  of 
the  government  or  the  said  Territory,  shall  be  as- 
sociated with  the  aforesaid  United  States  judges 
when  sitting  as  circuit  court  judges  as  aforesaid. 
This  act  to  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  April  next. 

Approved,  March  3, 1815. 


An  Act  to  continue  in  ibrce,  for  a  limited  time»  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  trading  houses  with 
the  Indian  tribes." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  act,  entitled  ^'An 
act  for  establishing  trading  houses  with  the  In- 
dan  tribes,'' approved  on  the  second  day  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  continued  in  force  until  the  fourth 
day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventeen, 
and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  3, 1815. 


An  Act  to  fix  the  compensations,  and  increase  the  re- 
sponsilnliiyy  of  the  coUectors  of  the  direct  tax  and 
internal  daties ;  and  ibr  other  purposes  connected 
with  the  collection  thereof 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  collectors  of  the 
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direct  tax  and  ioteroal  duties  shall  be  entitled  to  | 
leceire  the  same  commissions  which  are  now  al- 
lowed by  law,  until  the  first  day  of  Jalyr,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifteen  :  Provided.  That 
the  commissions  accruing  to  anjr  one  collector, 
bpon  the  moneys  collected  and  paid  into  the  Trea- 
sury, between  the  thirtjr-first  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  and  the 
first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
dollars ;  and  the  said  collectors  shall,  from  and 
after  the  said  first  day  of  July,  be  allowed,  in  lieo 
of  the  commission  now  allowed  by  law,  four  and 
one-half  per  centum  upon  all  moneys  accounted 
for  and  paid  into  the  Treasury,  from  the  first  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  until  tae 
first  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixteen,  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  and 
one  per  centum  upon  all  sums  over  and  above 
that  amount. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  Jurlher  enacted^  That  each 
collector,  whose  commission  in  any  one  calendar 

Sear  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars,  shall 
e  allowed,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in  addition  to 
such  commission,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  itjuriher  enacted^  That  the 
collectors  heretofore,  or  hereafter,  designated  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  receive  the  lists 
of  property  lying  within  collection  districts  not 
ownedj  occupied,  or  superintended,  by  some  per- 
son residing  therein,  shall,  respectively,  in  addition 
to  their  other  commissions  and  compensations,  be 
allowed  a  commission  of  five  per  centum  on  the 
moneys  received  for  taxes  thereon  accounted  for 
and  paid  by  them  into  the  Treasury. 

Seg.  4.  And  be  UfuHher  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  apportion  and  distribute,  annually,  a  sum  not 
exceeding,  in  the  whole,  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  or  to  anv  one  collector  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, among  such  collectors,  as,  for  the  execution 
of  the  public  service,  it  shall  appear  to  him  neces- 
sary so  to  compensate,  in  addition  to  the  other 
emoluments  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

Sfic.  5.  And  be  it  further  emuUed^  That  in  case 
a  collector  shall  die,  resiffn,  or  be  removed  from 
office,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  a  commission  equal 
to  the  average  rate  of  that  allowed  to  the  collec- 
tor of  the  same  district  the  preceding  calendar 
year,  and  no  more ;  and  his  successor  shall,  for 
the  residue  of  the  year,  be  allowed  a  commission 
equal  to  the  sum  that  may  remain,  after  deduct- 
ing the  sum  allowed  to  his  predecessor,  from  the 
whole  amount  of  commission  that  would  have 
been  allowed  had  there  been  no  such  death,  res- 
ignation, or  removal,  and  no  more:  Provided^ 
That  either  of  the  said  collectors  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  the  benefits  of  the  provision  contained  in 
the  fourth  section  of  this  act. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  each  of  the  collectors,  with  in  ninety 
days  from  the  end  of  every  calendar  year,  to  draw 
out  a  sutement,  exhibiting,  in  alphabetical  order, 
the  names  of  persons  who  may  have  paid,  during 
the  preceding  calendar  vear,  to  him,  or  his  depu- 
ties, any  one  or  more  ot  the  internal  dntiea,  ex- 


cept those  on  household  foraitaretid  nsaap 
with  the  aggregate  amoont  so  ptiiiuexet. 
each  name,  and  forthwith  to  caase  m\\iski 
copies  of  the  same  to  be  prtoted,  tomssiitea! 
copy  thereof  to  the  comminioDer  ofi^Rraa 
to  lodge  one  copy  with  the  priDeipilnanr,aiJ 
one  copy  with  the  clerk  of  esch  tmcxuf 
and  district,  within  hiscolleetioDdbmcufot 
up  one  copy  at  each  of  the  eoort-lioKaiiB 
dutrict,  to  post  up  the  remainio;  cdp»t'« 
other  most  public  places  in  his  disirkiuta- 
sonable  expenses  incurred  io  the  pit(srii{,|r» 
ing,  and  posting  ap,  of  wbick  shdi  be  Mi, 
and  any  collector  who  shall  parpoKifff:^ 
gently  fail  to  discharge  this  dot7,iUl  be  d«c 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in  office,  u^ob* 
viction  thereof,  shall  be  fiDedasooBoilsi^ 
&we  hundred  dollars,  nor  inoretbutntiK«a 
dollars. 

Sbc.  7.  And  be  U  furiherwuUi  TUit 
letters  to  and  from  the  said  (oikcton,  ru^" 
to  their  official  duties,  shall  be  eotwftiiinf 
postage.  And  any  collector  who  mif^ 
frank  upon  any  other  letter,  shall,  for  nmsc 
act,  forfeit  ancl  pay  the  sumofoocbBBd^^^ 
lars,  and  the  whole  of  which  sballbrff^^' j 
of  the  person  who  shall  give  iofornititfi*?'^ 

Sec.  8.  Andbe  it  further  eMid.'t^t^^^ 
be  the  duty  of  the  coUectots  to  bepiMir^e^ 
open  for  the  transaction  of  bviMs  ^^^^ 
except  on  established  holydsvs,k!nesii«^ 
of  nine  in  the  morning  and  thretii^^^ 
and  to  attend  therein  theaiselr«i.«^^?^T 
which  said  offices  shall,  after  th^prce^!^^ 
kept  at  such  places,  in  the  rcspeeUM^i^^^^' 
may  be  designated  by  the  coiDDis<»n  ^' '* 
revenue,  in  all  cases  in  which  saeb  ^k^^ 
shall  be  thought  expedient. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enadd,  T!a:^ 
amount  of  all  taxes  or  daiies  collect  |7'' 
deputy  collector,  until  paid  oftiio^-^^ 
shall,  and  hereby  is  declared  to, be  a  ii»<>^g 
lands  aad  real  estate  of  such  deputy co;i^<^.^ 
of  his  sureties,  if  he  shall  hare  girn^  "^ 
the  time  when  a  suit  shall  be  iosuioial  !:^  ^ 
covering  the  same ;  and  for  wtot  of  f-^  H 
chattels,  or  other  personal  effecu of  sad'^ 
collector,  or  his  sureties,  to  satisfy  injfj-^ 
which  shall  or  may  be  recovered  a|a}&<^ 
respectively,  such  lands  aod  real  estate  ^'1 
sold  at  public  auction,  after  being  adTert'^j 
at  least  three  weeks,  in  not  less  ibaDibteepH 
places  within  the  collection  disiriei,a»i  >■  ^ 
newspaper  printed  in  ihecoaDiy,  if>»!^^ 
at  least  six  weeks  prior  to  the  lioieof  saie. 
for  lands  or  real  estate  sold  ia  l»ttmYa 
authority  aforesaid,  tbe  confefMce«uni« 
sbals,  or  their  deputies,  ezeeated  id  <iD^|^ 
law,  shall  give  a  valid  title  agaiastiitr 
claiming  under  such  deputy  collecior.^^^^ 
lies,  respectively.  And  in  erery case  i^^^^ 
may  be  lawful  for  a  principal  colleew^'^^ 
tain  and  prosecute  his  actioo  against  a def^i^ 
lector  and  his  sureties,  or  any  of  ihenLf^|^ 
with  sureties  shall  have  been  i^^^^^^^i 
court  of  the  (Jnited  States,  for  the  f«^) 
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axes  ootleeted  by  said  deputy,  and  not  paid 
according  to  his  engagement,  or  for  the  pen- 
o(  the  bond  which  may  have  been  given  to 
re  the  payment  thereof:   Pronded  ttiwaift^ 
i  all  moneys  reeoTered  in  such  suits  shall  be 
he  use  of  the  United  States,  until  the  whole 
unt  of  the  taxes  collected  and  reeeired  by  the 
ty  collector  shall  be  otherwise  paid  to  the 
ed  States  by  the  deputy  collector,  or  by  the 
cipal  collector  instituting  such  suits, 
sc.  10.  And  be  it  fiaUur  enacted.  That  if 
collector,  or  bis  deputy,  shall  have  cause  to 
Kt  a  concealment  of  any  goods,  wares,  or 
(handise,  in  respect  to  which  the  respective 
isions  of  the  acu  imposing  an  internal  duty 
!on  have  not  been  complied  with,  in  any  par* 
ar  dwelliog*house,  store,  building,  or  place, 
it  than  the  manufactory  in  which  the  same 
I  made,)  they,  or  either  of  them,  shall,  upon 
er  application,  on  oath,  to  any  justice  of  the 
e,  be  entitled  to  a  warrant  to  enter  such 
e,  store,  or  place,  (in  the  day  time  only,)  and 
i  to  search  tor  such  goods ;  and,  if  any  shall 
•und,  to  seize  and  secure  the  same  for  trial. 
:c.  11.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  all 
s,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  other  objects, 
ih  shall  be  seized  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  of 
act  relative  to  internal  duties,  shall  be  put 
and  remain  in,  the  custody  of  the  collector, 
ich  other  person  as  he  shall  appoint  for  that 
ose.  until  such  proceedings  shall  be  had  as 
'gaily  required,  to  ascertain  whether  the  same 
been  forfeited  or  not ;  and  if  it  shall  be  ad« 
sd  that  they  are  not  forfeited,  they  shall  be 
with  restored  to  the  owner   or  claimant 
»of ;  and  if  any  person  shall  conceal  or  buy 
»nch  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise^  or  other 
t,  knowing  them  to  be  liable  to  seizure  and 
itare,  such  person  shall,  on  conviction  there- 
rfeit  and  pay  a  sum  double  the  value  of  the 
I,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  other  objects  so 
»led  and  purchased,  one  moiety  of'^  which 
be  for  the  use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other 
le  use  of  the  United  States, 
c.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it 
be  the  duty  of  the  several  collectors  to  make 
re  of,  and  secure,  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
dise,  or  other  objects  liable  to  seizure  by 
e  of  this  or  any  other  act  relating  to  the 
lal  duties,  as  well  without  as  within  their  re- 
ive districts. 

c.  13  And  be  UJvrther  enacted^  That  if  any 
r  or  other  person  executing  or  aiding  or  as- 
g  in  the  setzure  of  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
>r  other  objects  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  sued  or 
|ted  for  anything  done  in  virtue  of  the  pow- 
iven  by  this  act,  or  of  any  other  act,  or  by 
s  of  a  warrant  granted  by  any  judge  or  ju»- 
)nrsuant  to  law,  such  officer  or  other  person 
plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act 
le  special  matter  in  evidence ;  and  if  in  such 
he  plaintiff  is  nonsuited,  or  judgment  pass 
8t  bifxi,  the  defendant  shall  recover  double 
;  aDd  in  actions,  suits,  or  information,  to  be 
:ht  where  any  seizure  shall  be  made  pursn- 
» this  act,  or  any  other  act  relative  to  inter- 


nal duties,  if  the  property  be  claimed  by  any  per- 
son, in  every  such'  case  the  onus  proband i  shall 
be  upon  such  claimant:  but  the  onus  probandi 
shall  lie  on  the  claimant  only  when  probable 
cause  is  shown  for  such  prosecution,  to  be  judged 
of  by  th^  court  before  whom  the  prosecution  is 
had. 

Sbo.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all 
penalties  accruing  by  any  breach  of  this  act,  or  of 
any  act  relative  to  internal  duties,  shall  be  sued 
for  and  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  in  the  name 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  of  the  col- 
lector, in  any  court  competent  to  try  the  same, 
and  the  trial  of  any  fact  which  may  be  put  in 
issue,   shall  be  within  the  judicial  district   in 
which  any  such  penalty  shall  have  accrued,  or 
seizure  been  made;  and  the  collector  within 
whose  district  the  seizure  shall  be  made,  or  for- 
feiture incurred,  is  hereby  enjoined  to  caiise  suits 
for  the  same  to  be  commenced  without  delay, 
and  prosecuted  to  effect ;  and  is,  moreover,  au- 
thorized to  receive  from  the  court  before  whom 
such  trial  is  had,  or  from  the  proper  officer  there- 
of, the  sum  or  sums  so  recovered,  after  deducting 
all  proper  charges,  to  be  allowed  by  the  said  court, 
and  on  receipt  thereof,  the  said  collector  shall  pay 
and  distribute  the  same,  without  delay,  according 
to  law,  and  transmit,  quarter  yearly,  to  the  com- 
missioner of  the  re  venue,  an  account  of  all  moneys 
by  him  received  for  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeil- 
ures,  during  such  quarter.    And  all  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  or  other  objects,  which  shall 
become  forfeited  in  virtue  of  this  act,  or  of  any 
act  relative  to  internal  duties,  shall  be  seized  and 
prosecuted  for  as  aforesaid,  before  the  proper 
court,  which  court  shall  cause  fourteen  days' 
notice  to  be  given  of  such  seizure,  setting  forth 
the  articles  seized,  with  the  time  and  place  ap- 
pointed for  trial,  to  be  inserted  in  some  newspaper 
published  near  the  place  of  seizure,  if  any  such 
there  be»  and  also  by  posting  up  the  same  in  the 
most  public  manner,  for  the  space  of  fourteen 
days,  at  or  near  the  place  of  trial,  for  which  ad- 
vertisement a  sum  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  shall 
be  paid.    And  if  no  j[>erson  shall  appear  and  claim 
such  articles,  and  give  bond  to  defend  the  prose- 
cution thereof,  and  to  respond  the  costs,  in  ease 
he  shall  not  support  his  claim,  the  court  shall  pro- 
ceed to  hear  and  determine  the  cause  according 
to  law ;  and  upon  the  prayer  of  any  claimant, 
that  any  articles,  so  seized  and  prosecuted,  or  any 
part  thereof,  should  be  delivered  to  him,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  court  to  appoint  three  proper 
persons  to  appraise  such  articles,  who  shall  be 
sworn  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duty; 
and  such  appraisement  shall  be  made  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  party  on  whose  prayer  it  is  granted ; 
and  on  the  return  of  such  appraisement,  if  the 
claiuMUt  shall,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  be 
approved  by  the  court,  execute  a  bond  in  the 
usual  form,  to  the  United  States,  for  the  payment 
of  a  sum  equal  to  the  sum  at  which  the  articles, 
so  prayed  tobedeltvered,  are  appraised,  which  bona 
shall  be  lodged  with  the  proper  officer  of  the 
court,  the  said  court  shall  order  the  said  articles 
to  be  deliveitd  to  the  said  claimant ;  and  if  judg- 
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ment  shall  pass  iu  (aror  of  the  claimant,  the  said 
bond  shall  be  cancelled ;  bat  if  jadgment  shall 
pats  against  the  claimant,  as  to  the  whole,  or  any 
part,  of  such  articles,  and  the  claimant  shall  not, 
within  twenty  days  thereafter,  pay  into  the  court, 
or  to  the  proper  officer  thereof,  the  amount  of  the 
appraised  value  of  such  articles  so  condemned, 
with  the  costs,  judgment  shall  and  may  be  grant- 
ed upon  the  bond  without  further  delay.  And 
where  any  prosecution  shall  be  commenced  on  ac* 
count  of  the  seizure  of  any  such  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  or  other  objects,  and  jadgment  shall 
be  given  for  the  claimant,  if  it  shall  appear  to  the 
court  before  whom  such  prosecution  shall  be  tried, 
that  there  was  reasonable  cause  of  seizure,  the  said 
court  shall  cause  a  proper  certificate  or  entry  to  be 
made  thereof,  and  in  such  case  the  claimant  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  costs,  nor  shall  the  person  who 
made  the  seizure,  or  the  prosecutor,  be  liable  to 
action,  suit,  or  judgment,  on  account  of  such  sei* 
zure  and  prosecution :  Provided,  That  the  said 
ffoods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  or  other  objects, 
be,  after  judgment,  forthwith  returned  to  soeli 
claimant,  or  bis  a^eat :  And  provnfed,  That  no 
action  or  prosecution  shall  be  maintained  in  any 
case  under  this  act,  or  any  act  relative  to  internal 
duties,  unless  the  same  shall  have  been  commenced 
within  one  year  after  the  penalty  or  forfeiture 
was  incurred,  or  within  the  time  in  such  act  pre* 
scribed,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  itjurtker  enacted,  That  all 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  other  objecto, 
which  shall  be  condemned  by  virtue  of 'this  act, 
or  of  any  other  act  relative  to  internal  duties,  and 
for  which  bond  shall  have  been  given  by  the 
claiinant,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  for  that  pur- 
poie  in  the  foregoing  section,  shall  be  sold  by  the 
marshal,  or  other  proper  officer  of  the  court  before 
whom  condemnation  shall  be  had,  to  the  highest 
bidder,  at  public  auction,  by  order  of  such  court, 
and  at  such  place  as  the  said  court  may  appoint, 
givinj^  at  least  fifteen  days'  notice,  (except  in  case 
of  perishable  goods,)  in  one  or  more  of  the  public 
newspapers  of  the  place  where  suehsaleshall  be; 
or,  if  no  paper  is  published  in  such  plaee,  in  one  or 
more  of  the  papers  published  in  the  nearest  place 
thereto;  for  which  advertising  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing five  dollars  shall  be  paid.  And  the  amount 
of  such  sales,  deducting  all  proper  chaiges,  shall 
be  paid  within  ten  days  after  such  sale,  by  the 
person  selling  the  same,  to  the  clerk,  or  other  pro- 

ger  officer,  of  the  court,  directing  such  sale,  to  be 
y  him,  after  deducting  the  charges  allowed  by 
the  court,  paid  to  the  collector  of  the  district  in 
which  such  seizare  or  forfeiture  has  taken  place, 
as  hereinbefore  directed. 

Sbo.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
foregoing  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  applica- 
ble, in  all  respects,  as  well  to  all  acts  that  may 
hereafter  be  passed,  relative  to  internal  duties,  as 
to  those  heretofore  passed  and  now  in  force. 

Seg.  17.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  any 
collector  or  his  deputy,  who  shall  directly  or  in- 
directly take  or  receive  any  bribe,  reward,  or 


to  be  made  or  rendered  by  aay  act  Rbanii^ 
ternal  duties,  and  shall  be  coavietd  hn0i% 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  le»  thtiiv9ABsin 
nor  more  than  two  thousand  ddb  k  oc 
ofience;  and  any  person  giving  orfftr^uy 
bribe,  reward,  or  recompense,  for  aijaii^ 
tion,  collusion,  or  fraad,  shall  foifatai|if  i 
sum  not  less  than  two  hnndreiBotssiati 
two  thousand  dollars,  for  each  dleiiK;»sei- 
ety  whereof  shall  be  to  theoseof  ibeibs. 
and  the  other  moiety  for  the  nteiftklle: 
States. 

8bc.  la  And  be  it  Jwiket  mKki,Titt 
all  bonds  given  for  internal  done  n  iitstsn 
be  paid,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cestnapsuH 
from  the  time  when  the  said  boids  bcoKi 
until  the  payment  thereof.  i 

Seg.  19.  And  be  U  fiaikereuBiti  T^nai 
person,  to  whom  a  license  for  a  isili, "  ^j 
other  vessel  used  in  the  distillitioDQf  fnis^ 
liquors,  may  have  been,  or  my  hemie^ 
granted,  who  shall  so  alter  the  one  is  ta  Kid 
its  capacity,  on  application  ii  writiBf  umsiH 
lector  who  issued  the  said  lieeox,  i&(i^  ^ 
increase  of  ea)»eily,iand  oa  piTii^orKceiis 
previous  to  using  the  same,  the diiyansifi^ 
on  for  the  unexpired  period  of  iheiieaKi^^ 
rate  of  duty  prescribed  for  sock  iirafo«^< 
license  may  be  granted  as  is  Bextbelor^dii2|| 
riod,  shall  be  authorized  to empftifikM^ 
or  other  vessel,  so  altered,  on  viias^^^ 
license,  and  obtaining  an  endaavtf  tisesc, 

onder  the  hand  of  the  said  co11r»,v^^ 
hereby  required  to  make, specifying  st^'^ 
of  capacity,  and  that  the  dutytiiaen^"^ 
paid  or  secured.  .     . 

Sbo.  20.  And  be  U  >rtiler<iiadsi,M 
person  who  shall,  after  the  thirtieth  hf  (i  ^-^ 
next,  erect,  or  cause  to  be  erected,  laf^^ 
boiler,  or  other  vessel,  used  or  'm\ttm  ^  ^ 
used  in  the  distillation  of  sniritiKKsii^' 
who  shall  so  use  any  still,  or  Wer,  «r<M!^^ 
sel,  in  any  part  of  the  United  Sttt0bnQ»)^ 
then  existing  boundary  line  esttiiliiit<^  ^ '^ 
between  the  Uniud  States  and  tke  lo^ia  ^^ 
or  who  shall  be  the  owner,  a^t,  or  iif^^' 
ent  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  liies^eti' 
thousand  dollars,  together  with  ibe  ^^ 
boiler,  or  other  vessel,  and  the  spiriti  dt^ 
therein:  one  moiety  of  which  thaiibej^' 
use  of  the  informer,  and  the  other  foruis' 
the  United  States.  And  foraaf  viohiioiu!^ 
the  same  course  may  and  shall  be  poTsiK*^ 
is  prescribed  by  the  act  passed  tlie  tbirti^^ 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hno<lred»at*^^ 
titled  ''An  act  to  regulate  trade  sod  latff^ 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserre  p^^^ 
the  frontiers,"  for  violations  thereof;  p 
courts  specified  therein  shall  have  like  F^ 
tion.  And  the  same  authority  tbst  is  f^^ 
the  said  act  to  apprehend  aad  nmof^F' 
found  in  violation  thereof,  shiU  apply  ^Bii^ 
to  the  said  stills,  boilers,  or  other  reselif  ^ 
spiriu  distilled  therein,  which  may  be  s^ 


recompense,  or  shall  connive  at  any  false  entry,    removed  in  like  manner.    And  all  ¥"^Vt 
applicatioD,report,aeeeunt,orstatement,  required  I  shall  have  been,  or  which  hereafters^ 
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illed,  beyond  the  said  boandaiy  line,  which 
II  be  brought  into  the  limits  of  a  collection 
rict,  may  and  shall  be  seized  and  forfeited, 
the  person  so  introducing  the  same  shall,  more* 
r,  forfeit  and  pay  one  tnousand  dollars ;  one 
ety  of  which  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  in- 
ner, and  the  other  for  the  use  of  the  United 
tes:  Provided^  nevcrtheksa^  That  no  person 
)  shall  have  removed  his  still  ont  of  one  col- 
ion  district  Into  another,  shall  be  liable  to  take 
another  license  during  the  period  of  any  ex- 
ig  license  obtained  for  the  same, 
cc.  21.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  Thai  it 
11  be  the  dutv  of  the  collectors  of  the  direct 
and  internal  duties,  to  prosecute  for  breaches 
be  prorisiona  contained  in  the  two  preceding 
tons. 

EG.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  noth- 
coQtatned  in  the  act  or  acts  imposing  a  duty 
sales  at  auction  of  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
ndise,  shall  be  construed  to  apply  to  the  sale 
iny  goods  or  chattels  other  than  merehandise. 
Lpproved,  March  3, 1815. 


Act  to  Test  more  effectnally  in  the  State  Courts* 
id  in  the  District  Courts  of  the  Unitad  States* 
nsdiction  in  tha  cases  therein  mentioned. 

fe  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  respective  State 
ounty  courts,  within  or  next  adjoining  a  col- 
ion  district,  established  by  any  act  of  Congress 
r  in  being,  or  bereaftev  to  be  passed,  for  the 
eedon  of  any  direct  tax  or  internal  duties  of 
United  States,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  au- 
'ized  to  take  cognizance  of  all  complaints, 
s,  and  prosecutions,  for  taxes,  duties,  fines, 
shies, and  forfeitures,  arising  and  payable  un- 
any  of  the  acts  passed,  or  to  be  paascd,  as 
esaid,  or  where  bonds  are  given  under  the  said 
\\  and  the  district  attorneys  of  the  United 
les  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  ap* 
It,  by  warrant,  an  attorney,  as  their  auhstitBte 
eputy,  in  all  cases  where  necessary  to  soe  or 
lecute  for  the  United  States,  in  any  of  the 
State  or  county  courts,  within  the  sphere  of 
>se  jurisdiccioa  the  said  district  attorneys  do 
themselves  reside  or  practice ;  and  the  said 
uitute  or  deputy  shall  be  sworn  or  affirmed  to 
faithful  exeeutton  of  his  doty. 
Bc.  2.  And  be  it  Jnrtker  enacted,  That  the 
sdiction  conferred  by  the  forogoing  section 
11  be  considered  as  attaching,  in  the  oases  thero* 
pecificd  without  regard  to  the  amount  or  smn 
ontroversy,  and  that  it  shall  be  concurrent 
1  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  courts  of  the 
ted  States ;  but  may,  nevertheless,  be  exercised 
ases  where  the  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  may 
e  been  incurred,  or  the  cause  of  action  or  com- 
ot  have  arisen,  at  a  less,  as  well  as  a  greater 
loce  than  fifty  miles  from  the  nearest  place 
aw  established  for  the  holding  of  a  district 
rt  of  the  United  States.  But  in  all  suiu  or 
lecations  instituted  by  or  on  behalf  of  the 
ted  States  in  any  State  or  county  court,  the 
sess,  proceedings,  judgment,  and  execution 
ein  shidl  not  be  deuiyed,  suspended,  or  in  any 


way  barred  or  defeated,  by  reason  of  any  law  of 
any  State  authorizing  or  directing  a  stay  or  sua- 
pension  of  prooess,  prooeedings,  judgment,  or  ex« 
ecution :  Prcmded^  That  final  decrees  and  jndg* 
ments  in  civil  actions,  passed  or  rendered  in  any 
State  court  by  virtue  hereof,  may  be  re-examined 
in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
same  manner,  and  under  the  same  limitations,  as 
are  prescribed  by  the  twenty-second  section  of 
the  act  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  Unt* 
ted  States,  passed  the  twenty-fourth  of  Septem- 
ber, seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

Sao.  3.  And  he  it  fitrtker  enacUd,  That  the 
state  or  county  courts  aforesaid,  and  the  prin- 
cipal or  presiding  judge  of  any  such  court,  shall 
be,  and  are  hereby,  authorized  to  exercise  all  and 
every  power,  in  cases  cognizable  before  them  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  fbr  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
mitigation  or  remission  of  any  fine,  penalty,  or 
forfeiture,  which  may  be  exercised  by  the  judges 
of  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  in 
cases  brought  before  them  by  virtue  of  the  law 
of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  third  of  March| 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  en* 
titled  ^^Anact  to  provide  for  mitigatingor  remitting 
the  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disabilities,  aecrning 
in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned ;''  and  in  the 
exercise  of  the  authority  by  this  section  given  to 
the  said  State  or  county  courts,  or  the  principal 
or  presiding  judge  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  be 
governed,  in  every  respect,  by  the  provisions  of 
the  law  last  mentioned,  with  this  difference  only, 
that  instead  of  notifying  the  district  attorneys  of 
the  United  States,  the  said  court&  or  the  presid* 
iof  judce  as  aforesaid,  shall,  before  exerclatng 
said  anuwrities,  cause  reasonaUe  notice  Co  be 

given  to  the  substitute  or  deputy,  who  may  haro 
sen  appointed  to  sue  or  prosecute  for  the  united 
States,  as  aforesaid,  that  he  may  have  an  op(>or- 
tunity  of  showing  cause  against  the  mitigation 
or  venussion  of  sueh  fine,  peaalty,  o»  focfeitose. 
Seo.  4.  And  be  it  fiariker  enacted,  That  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  ahali  have  cog- 
nlzattoe,conourrent  with  theoonrta  and  aegia- 
trates  of  the  sereral  States,  and  the  eivcuit  courta 
of  the  United  States,  of  all  aniu  at  common  law, 
where  the  United  States,  or  any  officer  thereof, 
under  the  authority  of  any  net  of  Coagtess,  shail 
see,  although  the  debt,  claim,  or  other  matiet 
in  dispute,  shail  not  amonat  to  one  hondred 
dollars. 
Approved,  March  3, 1815. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolutions,  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of 
the  gallant  oenduct  of  Ciqptain  Thomas  Macdon- 
onghy  the  officers,  sesmen,  marines,  end  lA&ntnr 
serving  as  msrines»  on  board  the  United  States 
squadron  on  Lake  Champlsin. 
Reeohed,  by  the  Senate  and  H<m$e  of  Repr^ 
aentativee  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congrees  aseemhiedf  That  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  preseAte4  to 
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Ctptain  Thomas  Macdonoagh,  and,  throogh  him.  I 
to  the  officers,  petty  officers,  seameo,  marines, 
and  iofaacry  seryiog  as  marines,  attached  to  the 
squadron  ander  his  command,  for  the  decisire 
and  splendid  Tictory  sained  on  Lake  Cham  plain, 
on  the  eleventh  of  September,  in  the  year  one 
thoosand  eight  hnndred  and  foarteen,  over  a 
British  squadron  of  superior  force. 

JResolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  gold  medals  to  be 
struck,  emblematical  of  the  action  between  the 
two  squadrons,  and  to  present  them  to  Captain 
Macdonough  and  Captain  Robert  Henly,  and  also 
to  Lieutenant  Stephen  Cassin,  in  such  manner  as 
may  be  most  honorable  to  them  i  and  that  the 
President  be  further  requested  to  present  a  silver 
medal,  with  suitable  emblems  and  devices,  to 
each  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  Navv 
and  Army  serving  on  board,  and  a  sword  to  each 
of  the  midshipmen  and  sailingmasters,  who  so 
nobly  distinguished  themselves  in  that  memor- 
able conflict. 

Bemdwd,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  present  a  silver  medal, 
with  like  emblems  and  devices,  to  the  nearest 
male  relative  of  Lieutenant  Peter  Gamble,  and  of 
Lieutenant  John  Stansbury,  and  to  communicate 
to  them  the  deep  regret  which  Congress  feel  for 
the  lossof  those  gallant  men.  whose  names  ought 
to  live  in  the  recollection  ana  afleetion  of  a  grate- 
ftil  country. 

Retohed,  That  three  months'  nay  be  allowed, 
exclusively  of  the  common  allowance,  to  all 
the  petty  officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  infantry 
serving  as  marines,  who  so  gloriously  supported 
the  honor  of  the  American  flag  on  that  mem- 
orable day. 

Approved,  October  20, 1814. 


Rasolntion,  ompewsring  the  Joint  Libvaiy  Oommittao 
of  GongBSss  to  eoDtiact  lor  the  purchase  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ftiwm's  library. 

Retolved,^.,  Thatthe  Joint  Library  Commit* 
tee  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  con- 
tract, on  their  part,  for  the  purchase  of  the  library 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  late  President  of  the  United 
Sutes,  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Congress; 
and  that  the  committee  lay  the  terms  of  said  con- 
tract before  Congress,  for  their  ratification. 

Approved,  October  21, 1814. 


in  the  action  with  the  British  lin|  Epmif 
on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  a  ik  ra 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  finraa,  ii 
which  action  the  deeisi ve  effect  tod  pninpffl^ 
ortty  of  the  American  gnnoery  weieH 
displayed. 
ApproTed,  October  21, 1814. 


Reaolution,  ezprc«ive  of  the  tarn  d  Cmpb^ 

tivo  to  the  caplara  of  the  Biitidk  ikMpBsidcii 

the  American  slocqp  Wasp. 

Betolved,^,  That  thePresideDtofik:L^ 
ted  States  be  requested  to  preseot  to  Clis 
Johnston  Blakely,  of  the  sloop  Wasp^asoksei. 
with  suitable  devices,  and  a  silrer  am^ 
like  devices,  to  each  of  the  commusiottdcin 
and  also  a  sword  to  eachof  theaidskipaati. 
the  sailingmaster,  of  the  aforecaid  wstia^ 
timony  ot  the  high  sense  eoiertaioed  l»f  C^ 
of  the  gallantry  and  good  eoDdoetof  tbe«8< 
and  crew,  in  the  action  with  theBriiisltsiifS 
war  Reindeer,  on  the  tweaty-eif W  ^ 'J*;; 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  httodred  isw  l^^ 
teen;  in  which  action  determiixd  brtf^ ^^ 
cool  intrepidity,  in  nineteen  niin«t»cto^^ 
decisive  victorv,  by  boarding. 

Approved,  November  3, 181i 


U  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Coogasss  rela- 
tive to  the  victoiy  of  the  Peacock  over  the  Eperrier. 

RtKlved,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  present  to  Captain  Lewis 
IVarringion,  of  the  sloop  of  war  Peacock,  a  gold 
medal,  with  suitable  emblems  and  devices^  and  a 
silver  medal,  with  like  emblems  and  devices,  to 
each  of  the  commissioned  officers,  and  a  sword 
to  each  of  the  midshipmen,  and  to  the  sailing 
master,  of  the  said  vessel,  in  testimony  of  the 
high  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  the  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew, 


Re«>lnti0DS,  ezpreenve  <»f  thes8B«i[CiBP«^ 
gtUantry  and  good  condocl  wi4***JJz 
tion  of  the  aims  of  the  Unilad  SWa^*?*: 
tained  by  Mmr  GeMral  Bwwa,  MiF^ 
Scott,  Major  General  Porter,  MajarG«»l^ 
Major  General  Macomb,  and  ^n^W^^ 
Miller. 

Rmolved,  ^  That  the  Uiankirf/^| 
and  they  are  hereby,  presented  »  MiJ»^ 
Brown,  and,  through  him,  to  ibeo*""^^ 
of  the  regular  army,  and  of  the  «»'"^^^ 
command,  for  their  gallantry  aod  ^T^ 
in  the  successive  battles  of  Chippew  W 
and  Brie,  in  Upper  Canada,  io  whw^^'^'i 
eran  troops  were  beaten  aod  repassed  W^ 
inferior  numbers ;  and  that  the  Pw^;' J 
United  States  be  requested  toeaoiear«r 
to  be  struck,  emWemalical  of  these  wbb|«*»' 
presented  to  Major  General  Brsws. 

Reaolved,  That  the  President  of  tj«^^ 
States  be  requested  to  caaie  a  gold  »<^"1 
struck,  with  suitable  emblems  ^^r^J 
preaented  to  Major  General  Scott,  \&^2 
of  the  high  sense  entertained  ^l^^cd 
distinguished  services  in  the  ^^^^^^ 
waand  Niagara,  and  ofhi»aoiformg«jf»^^. 
good  conduct  in  sustaining  the  repau 
arms  of  the  United  States.  ,  r^ 

Be9olved,  That  the  Preadest/^*  ,, 
States  be  requested  to  caow  g^^.^^^, 
struck,  with  suitable  emblems  and  d«fK 
presented  to  Brigadier  General  RiW^^^^^^^ 

General  Miller,  and  Major  G««™X  r^^ 
timony  of  the  high  sense  eoiertaiartof^ 

of  their  gallantry  and  good  eondaciia^ 
eottflicta  of  Chippewa,  Niagaia,tBdftf'^ 
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ReBohUions. 


hsolvedf  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and 
^  are  hereby,  presented  to  Major  Gkneral 
nes,  and,  through  him.  to  the  officers  and  men 
er  bis  command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good 
duct,  in  defeating  the  enemy  at  Brie  on  the 
enth  of  August ;  repelling,  with  great  slaogh- 
the  attack  of  a  British  veteran  army,  superior 
lumber ;  and  that  the  President  or  the  Uni- 
States  be  reouested  to  cause  a  {^old  medal 
le  struck,  emblematical  of  this  triumph,  and 
tented  to  Major  General  Gkines. 
lesolved^  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and 
f  are  hereby,  presented  to  Major  General 
comb,  and,  through  him,  to  the  officers  and 
1  of  the  rpgular  army  under  his  command,  and 
he  militia  and  Tolunteers  of  New  York  and 
moot,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
lefeatiog  the  enemy  at  Plattsburg,  on  the  elev" 
ti  of  September ;  repelling,  with  one  thousand 

hundred  men,  aided  hj  a  body  of  militia  and 

anteers  from  New  Yotk  and  Vermont,  a  Brit- 

Teteran  army,  greatly  superior  in  number; 

that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
nested  to  cause  a  gold  medal  to  be  struck,  em- 
natical  of  this  triumph,  and  presented  to  Ma- 
General  Macomb. 

Approved,  Norember  3, 1814. 


(olution,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
{tstes  to  recommend  a  day  of  public  humiliation, 
uting,  and  prayer. 

t  being  a  duty,  peculiarly  incumbent  in  a  lime 
public  calamity  and  war,  humbly  and  devoutly 
aeknowledj[e  our  dependence  on  Almighty 
d,  and  to  implore  ms  aid  and  protection: 
erefore. 

Resolved,  by  ihe  Senate  a$id  Hmae  of  Bepre- 
iatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
ngreee  auembled^  That  a  joint  committee  of 
h  Houses  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
States,  and  request  that  he  recommend  a  day 
public  humiliation,  prayer,  and  fasting,  to  be 
lerved  by  the  people  of  the  United  States  with 
igious  solemnitv,  and  the  offering  of  fervent 
(plications  to  Almighty  Gbd  for  the  safety  and 
Ifare  of  these  States,  bis  blessing  on  their 
as,  and  a  speedy  restoration  of  peace. 


lolation,  for  furnishing  the  American  Antiquarian 
Society  with  a  copy  of  the  Journals  of  Congrasiy  and 
if  the  documents  published  under  their  order. 

Resolved,  ^c,  That  one  copy  of  the  public  Jour- 
Is  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
lof  thedocuments  published  under  the  ordersof 
i  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives^  respec- 
ely,  which  have  been,  or  snail  be,  published  by 
tue  of  a  resolution  or  the  Senate  and  House 
Representatives,  passed  at  the  last  session  of 
»ngress,  be  transmitted  to  the  Executive  of  the 
immon  wealth  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  use  and 
oefit  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  of 
3  said  Commonwealth. 

Approved,  December  1, 1814. 


expressive  of  the  high  sense  entertained- 
by  Congrcia  of  the  patiiotiem  and  good  conduct  o£ 
the  people  of  Louisiana  and  of  New  Orleans,  doiing> 
the  fate  military  operations  before  Oiat  dty. 

Resolved,  ^.,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high 
sense  of  the  patriotism,  fidelity,  zeal,  and  cour-' 
age,  with  which  the  people  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana promptly  and  unanimously  stepped  forthj*' 
under  circumstances  of  imminent  danger  from  • 
powerful  invading  army,  in  the  defence  of  all  the« 
individual,  social,  and  political  rights  held  dear 
by  man.  Congress  declare  and  proclaim  that  the* 
brave  Louisianians  deserve  well  of  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense 
of  the  generosity,  benevolence,  and  humanity,  di^' 
played  by  the  people  of  New  Orleans,  in  volun«, 
tarily  affording  the  best  accommodations  in  their 
power,  and  giving  the  kindest  attentions,  to  iki 
wounded,  not  only  of  our  own  army,  but  also  to 
the  wounded  prisoners  of  a  vanqnisned  foe. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions to  be  communicated  to  bis  Excellency,  the 
Governor  of  Louisiana,  accompanied  with  a  re- 
quest that  he  cauee  the  greatest  possible  publicity 
to  be  given  to  them^  for  the  information  of  the 
whole  people  of  Louisiana. 

Approved,  February  22, 1815. 


Resolutions,  expressive  of  the  high  sense  entertained 
by  Congress  of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of 
Commodore  D.  T.  Patterson,  and  Major  D.  Caimick^ 
and  of  the  officen^  seamen,  and  marines,  under  their 
command,  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans. 

Resolved,  ^c.  That  Congress  entertain  a  high 
sense  of  the  valor  and  good  conduct  of  Commo- 
dore D.  T.  Patterson,  of  the  officers,  petty  officers, 
and  seamen,  attached  to  his  command,  for  their 

Srompt  and  efficient  co-operation  with  General 
ackson,  in  the  late  gallant  and  successful  defence 
of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  when  assailed  by  a 
powerful  British  force. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  entertain  a  high  sense 
of  the  valor  and  good  conduct  of  Major  Daniel 
Carmick,  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, and  marines^  under  his  command,  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  said  city,  on  the  late  memorable  oe- 
easion. 
Approved,  February  22, 1815. 


Resolutions,  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to 
Major  General  Jackson,  and  the  tro<^  under  his 
command,  Ibr  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  ia 
the  defence  of  New  Orleans. 

Resolved,  f  c.  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be. 
and  they  are  hereby,  ^iven  to  Major  General 
Jackson,  and,  through  him,  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  regular  army,  of  the  militia,  and  of 
the  volunteers,  under  his  command,  the  greater 
proportion  of  which  troops  consisted  of  militia 
and  volunteers,  suddenly  collected  together,  for 
their  uniform  sallantry  and  good  conduct,  con- 
spicuously displayed  against  the  enemy,  from  the 
time  of  his  landing  before  New  Orleans  until  his 
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final  eipnlsion  therefrom ;  aod  particularly  for 
tlie  Talor,  skill,  and  good  eoodoct,  oif  the  eighth 
of  January  last,  in  repulsing,  with  great  slaughter, 
a  numerous  British  army,  of  chosen  veteran 
troops,  when  attempting,  by  a  bold  and  daring  at- 
tack, to  carry  by  storm  the  works  hastily  thrown 
op  for  the  protection  of  New  Orleans ;  and  there- 
bj[  obtaining  a  most  signal  Yictory  oTer  the  enemy, 
with  a  disparity  of  loss,  oif  his  part,  unexampmi 
in  military  annals. 

Betolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  struck,  a  gold 
medal,  with  devices  emblematical  of  this  splendid 
fichievement,  and  presented  to  Major  General 
Jackson,  as  a  testimony  of  the  high  sense  enter- 
tained by  Congress  of  his  judicious  and  distin- 
goisfaed  conduct  on  that  memorable  occasion. 

JReaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  reso- 
lutions to  be  communicated  to  Major  General 
Jackson,  in  such  terms  as  they  may  deem  best 
qaleulated  to  give  effect  to  the  objects  thereof. 

/— -oved,  February  27, 1815. 


A  R  >lntioD,  directing  the  msnner  of  proTiding  sta- 
tioi  T,  and  TTOcnring  the  printing,  for  Uie  Senate 
and  House  of  A^eprssentatives. 

ReBolved^jfCi  Vhat  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  Cflerk  of  ihe  House  of  Representatives 
be  directed,  immediately  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  present,  and  each  succeeding,  Congress,  to 
advertise,  throe  weeks  successively,  in  two  new»- 
papeis  printed  in  the  District  or  Columbia,  for 
mpoaals  for  supplying  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  during  the  succeeding  Congress, 
with  the  necessary  stationery  aod  printing; 
which  advertisement  shall  describe  the  kind  of 
stationery  and  printing  required ;  and  that  the 
proposals  to  be  made  be  acoompanied  with  suffi* 
cient  security  for  their  performance.  And  it 
iball  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  and  Clerk 


aforesaid,  in  the  month  of  April  thtiniiff.Qa' 
tify  the  lowest  bidder  or  bidders  (whoKsmimis 
are  deemed  sufficient)  of  the  secepnoMsTiuic 
their  proposals:  Prtnided,  That  tkiiwoim 
shall  not  be  so  constmed,  as  to  prenatbeSK- 
reury  and  Clerk  aforesaid  from  eoanciBf  k 
separate  paru  of  the  supplies  of  swiaMT  lad 
printing  required  to  be  famished. 
Approved,  March  3, 1815. 


Resolations,  relative  to  the  distribotiia  of  tfae  Lw' 

the  United  Stato. 

Ruolved,  fc.  That  the  SecieurjofStt 
cauae  to  be  distributed,  among  the  menbersc-^ 
present  Congress,  copies  of  the  lawioftkeUsiii 
Suites,  ordered  by  law  to  be  priatei  is »« e 
the  same  shall  be  oonapleted. 

IU$olvedf  That  so  many  of  thereiBuiuBgfi^ 
of  the  laws  as  are  not  already  direeied  u » 
distributed,  be  deposited  in  ike  Co^nxm> 
Library. 

Approved,  March  3,  1815. 


Resolution,  for  the  appointment  of  a  joiitf  cmasx 
to  wait  upon  the  President,  sad  n^  ^;^ 
recommend  adaj  of  thanks8inB(t0AtB^!«^ 
for  restoring  to  these  United  8tstflitkUe«s|iJ; 
peace. 

Resolved^  ^c^  Thai  a  joint  cmBifitecf^ 
Houses  wait  upon  the  Presidatoft^  ^^'^. 
States,  and  request  that  he  reconaaii^v^ 
thanksgiving,  to  be  observed  by  tliepcoi^^r 
United  States,  with  religious  soleDiity.«»J' 
offering  of  devout  acknowledgmesisiBAdvp' 
God,  for  his  great  goodness,  maoifestri  ii  "^ 
ing  to  these  United  States  the  hkam/^ 

LANQDON  CHSm 

JOHN  GAILLARD, 

Pretident^tkeSm^ 
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A.  Page. 

odation  of  Congreaa,  a  reaohition  from 
le  Howe  of  RepreaentatiTet,  for  a  joint 
»mmittee  to  inquire  coneemlng  the  bet- 
r,  &c.         ------ 

twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  retding  - 
a  tlxird  time,  and  negathed  on  the  quee- 

>n  of  panege 

Horsey  sabniitted  a  retolntion,  for  a 
»mmittee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
altering  the  Chamben  for  the  better    - 
e  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -    S37 
a  third  time,  and  paaaed     .        .        -    844 
U  from  said  committee  in  puieuance, 

ad      .       - 

a  second  time  ----•* 
red  to  a  third  reading  ... 
a  third  time,  asd  passed  .  -  - 
il  Appropriations,  a  bill  from  the  Hoase 
Representatires  making,  for  the  year 

14,  read 

a  second  time,  and  reforred 

rted  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

a  third  reading 

a  third  time,  and  passed  •  •  - 
tilar  bill  from  tfie  House  of  Representa- 
es,  for  the  serrice  of  1815,  read  three 

lee,  and  passed 

(See  tknai  CMeen.) 
Cruisers,  a  confident  bill  from  the 
iuae  of  RepreeentatHes,  for  the  protec- 
n  of  the  seamen  and  oommercio  of  the 
ited  Steles  againat  the,  twice  nad,  and 
lered  to  a  tfvbd  reading  .  .  • 
%  third  time,  and  paased  -  •  - 
Meeeage  from  ttie  Resident  of  the  Uni- 
Stetee  concerning  the  hostile  proceed- 
«  of  the  Dey  of,  referred  to  the  Com* 
,tee  of  Foreign  RelatioBS  -  •  - 
immittee  discharged  from  the  farther 
iflideretion  of  the  subject    - 

p  a  memorial  of  the  owners  of  the  ship, 
irred  to  a  commitlee  -        .        -        - 
for  the  relief  of  said  owners,  read 
I  second  time,  and  referred 
;ed,  and  recommitted         ... 
reported,  without  amendment    - 
id  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        - 
I  third  time,  and  pained     -       -        - 
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American  Antiquarian  Society,  a  resolution  from 
the  House  of  Representativesy  for  fur- 
nishing a  copy  of  the  Journals  of  Congress 

to  the 48 

read  a  first  time 91 

read  a  second  time     -  -        -        -      98 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -     '  -        -    110 

American  Seamen,  a  Message  from  the  President 

of  the  United  States,  recommendii^g  the 

exclusiTC  employment  of,  in  navigation, 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 

ReUtions 876 

report  of  said  committee    ...        -    278 
Anacostia  Bridge  Company,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  the, 
twice  read,  and  referred         -  -    237 

reported  wiUiout  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 877 

Armories,  Arms,  dcc^  Mr.  Horsey  submitted  sun- 
dry resolutions  concerning      -        -        -      98 
amended,  and  agreed  to    -        -  -      94 

a  report  from  the  War  Department,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  resolutions,  showing  the 
amount  of  expenditures  on  account  of    -    869 

Army  of  the  United  SUtes,  a  bill  making  fiirther 
provision  for  filling  the  ranke  of  the,  d^., 

read 38 

read  a  second  time 99 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •      45 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -       -       -      4ft 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepMsentatives 
with  aiueadmsnts,  which  were  ceBcuried 

in -    188 

Mr.Maaon  submitted  a  resolution,  request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  Statea  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  state- 
ment of  enlistments,  appointments,  dic-» 

inthe 39 

amended,  and  agreed  to    -  -        -      48 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  di- 
recting the  Staff  officers  of  the,  to  comply 
with  the  requisitions  of  naval  and  marme 
officers,  in  certain  cases       .       •       -    ISS 

read  a  first  time 183 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    184 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 186 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased  -    187 
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Page. 
Arnold,  WiUitm,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

reteaUtivei  for  relief  of  -        -        -        -  179 

read  a  first  time 180 

read  a  second  time 161 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .  186 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  187 
Aiiistant  Doorkeeper,  Mr.  Lacock  sabmitted  a 

resolution  for  the  appointment  of  an        -  129 

indefinitely  postponed        ....  336 

B. 

Baltimore,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Committee  of  Vigilance  and  Safety  of, 
praying  proTision  for  the  defence  thereof, 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed       -        -    803 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  to  incorporate 

Uie  subscribers  to  the,  read     ...    S26 

read  a  second  time    .....    3S8 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    881 

lead  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    888 

(See,  also.  National Bank*^ 

Barbaiy  Powers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  what  provision  should  be 
made  by  law  for  protecting  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States  against 
the 244 


(See  Afgerine  CruUen.) 


Barbour,  James,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
^ature  of  Virginia,  in  place  of  Richard 
Brent,  deceased,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  ana  took  his  seat 

Btrkelow,  Fanington,  administrator  of  Mary  Rap- 
pleyea,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of  .  .  . 
read  a  first  time 


-    166 


179 
160 


read  a  second  time 181 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Barney,  Joshua*  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of  the  pettv  officers 
and  seamen  serving  under,  read,  and  re- 
ferred     

reported  without  amendment     - 
indefinitely  postponed        ... 
Bany,  Edward,  and  George  Hodge,  Mr.  Ander- 
son presented  the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        ... 
read  a  second  time    .... 

referred  to  a  committee      ... 
Bany,  William  T.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  In  place  of  Geo 
M.  Bibb,  resigned,  produced  his  creden 
tials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 
Bayly,  Mountjoy,  Sergeani-ai-Arms,  Mr.  Howell 
presented  a  resolution  to  authorise,  to  em 
ploy  an  assistant,  &c,  read    - 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed 
Bennett,  Wm.  P.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Bibb,  W.  W.,  of  Georgia,  appeared,  and  took  his 
seat       ...... 

Bills  rgected,  Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  a  resolu 
tion  that  a  list  of,  be  printed  at  the  end  of 
every  session  ..... 

referred  to  a  committee       .... 


186 
187 


36 

87 

110 

87 
178 
178 
178 


807 


11 
16 

869 
870 
877 
880 

11 


30 
31 


Blakdy,  Captain  JoliiMtoa,a  falter  from  AedK- 

rotary  of  the  Navy,  oommonkni^f  (be 

capture  and  deatmctioa  of  thelssfar 

by,  read,  and  orderod  to  be  psintsi  •     •    9 

Mr.  Tait  reported  a  reeolntioii  expraeiif 

the  sense  of  Congress  relative  to,  ml  •    38 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  &i 

reading  -         -         -         .      .     .  Sl 

read  a  third  time,  and  pn—cd  nnanimfiwiT  -  9 
Bland,  Edward,  and  others,  the  petitiso  tS,  n- 

ferred  to  the  Secretary  of  tiie  If  avf      •   V 
the  report  of  that  ofilcer  referred  to  the  NanI 

Committee     -        -         >        ...:]$ 
said  committee  diaehariged  from  furtbreBs- 
sideration  of  the  same     -         .       .      .  rS 
Bledsoe,  Jesse,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Presiiat  af 

ths  Gienate,  and  proceedings  thcrsso     -  ITS 
Boilevin,  Nicholas,  Mr.  Kerr  poreeented  the  pcfr 

tion  of,  referred      -         -        ...  9 
report  thereon  indefinite!  j  puelpened  -      -  S 
Boundary  lines^  on  motion  cif  Mr.  AiidpiMs,  t 
conmiittee  was  appointed  to  inqeirt  ista 
the  expediency  of  netaWiehingj  bdvais 
the  United  States  and  Creek  ladiasi     •  S 
a  bill  in  pursoanoe,  read    •        .       .      .  S?1 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  te  s  tW 

reading  -        -        -        .       -      .  J?S 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed     -      .     .  SI 
Bowie  db  Kurts,  and  others.     (See  AUtgmtg*) 
Brahany,  James,  a  bill  from  the  Hooss  ef  JZ^n- 

sentatives  for  relief  q£,  read     .      .     •   171 

read  a  second  time    -        -       .      .      •   119 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .      .     •  IM 

read  a  third  time,  and  paesed     -      •     •  197 

Brent,  Richard,  of  Virginia,  the  death  «^  n- 

nounoed,  and  the  proceedings  tbsma    •   >i3 
Brown,  Obadiah  B.,  a  messsge  horn,  the  Setfr 

that  they  have  chosen,  **tri"«»  -    *^ 

Brown,  BCajor  General  Jacob,  and  othei^nHte- 
Uons  from  the  House  of  Bepresntsfin* 
expressive  of  the  eense  of  CoBgresi  if  (^ 
gallantly,  A;e.,  of,  twice  read,  and  rrferad    S 
reported  with  amendments^  read  a  thod  tm 

and  passed  unanimously         -       .      .    IS 
the  House  of  Repreeentativee  dingrsed  ts 
the  amendments,  and  aafced  a  ooiiLiMKr. 
which  was  granted         -       -       .      .    31 
modifications  repocted  by  conferees  agveei  6>    ^ 
Brown,  Mr^  of  Louisiana,  speedi  ol^  on  tbc  !»• 
olution  oonoeming  the  gallant  dtfiace  d 

New  Orleans * 

Bryar,Wm.,  Mr.  King  presented  the  acnwiilsf  I* 

Bnmham,  James.    (See  CooUdgitt  Onak.) 
Business  in  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lscock, 
a  committee  was  appointed  under  the  4Sd 
rule  for  conducting        •       .       .      -    • 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Fromentin,  a  similar  cpb- 
mittee  was  appointed  under  the  8Sd  rale    ^ 

C. 

Caldwell,  Bratton.    jTSee  Smithy  haac) 
Calef,  John.    (See  Swnnid^  Jaea^) 
Canton  District,  Ohio,  a  bill  from  the  Hook  d 
Representatives  attaching  certain  lands  t0    ^ 

the,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  *  .  j 

reported  without  amendment     -       -  '  ^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       -  '  ^^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMwd     • 
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apitoly  dx.,  Mr.  Laoock  rabmitted  a  r«soI«tion 
for  a  oommittao  to  inquire  as  to  the  ex- 
tant of  injury  done  to  the        -        -        -      90 
agreed  to,  and  a  eommittee  appointed  31 

armxck.  Major  D.,  a  reaoloCion  ezprearive  of 
the  aenae  of  Cotogreaa  of  the  gallantry,  dee., 

of,  read 836 

read  a  aecond  time 886 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  unanimonaly  -    888 
axriagea  and  Hameae,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of 

Repraaentativea  laying  diitiea  on,  read  -  118 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  119 
reported  withoat  amendment  ...  130 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  186 
read  a  third  time,  and  paated  with  amend* 

menta .-        -     187 

aatille,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repre- 

aentetiTea  for  reliefer  read  -  -  -  48 
read  «  aecond  time  -----  44 
referred  to  a  committee  -  -  -  -  48 
reported  withoat  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        -        -    1 18 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...     lis 
halmera,  John,  jr.,  a  bill  fmok  the  Honae  of 

RepreaentatiYea  for  relief  of,  read  -  -  45 
read  a  aeoond  time,  and  referred  -  -  47 
reported  withoat  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .        -      47 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     -        -        -      48 
hamplain,  Mr.  Tait  sobmitted  anndiy  reaola- 

tiona  reapeeting  naval  Tictory  on  Lake  -  S3 
read  a  aecond  and  third  time,  and  paaaed 

ananimooaly 83 

haplaina,  Mr.  Worthington  anbmitted  a  reaola- 

tion  for  the  appointment  of  two     -        -      11 
read  three  timea,  and  paaaed      -        -        -      16 
hapman,  Chriatian.    (See  fiSfttnnidk,  Jiocoft.) 
hace,  Dudley,  of  Vermont,  appeared  and  took 

hiaaeat 16 

heaapeake  Bay,  Mr.  Barboor  anbmitted  a  reao- 

lotion  for  exploring  the  -  -  -  -  351 
referred  to  a  committee  ...  -  858 
a  bill  to  provide  for  exploring  the  watera  of 

the,  reed 361 

read  a  aeoond  time    -        -        -  -    367 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    374 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...    376 
larkaon,  David  M.,  and  othera,  Mr.  German 
preaented  the  petition  o^  praying  the  ea- 
tablsahment  of  a  National  Bank     -        -      30 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        -      34 
(See  Natumai  Bank,) 
lerka,  report  of  paymenta  made  to,  in  the  Trea- 

Bury  Department  ....  -  176 
report  of  paymenti  in  the  office  of  the  Poat- 

maater  General 377 

of  the  Senate,  a  reaolation  giving  a  certain 
sum  to  each,  for  aervioea,  read,  and  a  aeo 
end  reading  objected  to  -        -        -        -    300 
ochrane.  Admiral,  the  Preaident  commonicated 
copiea  of  a  correapondence  between  the ' 
Secretary  of  States  and  -        •        -      10 

ollectora  of  Direct  Tax,  dec,  a  bill  from  the 
Hooae  of  Repreaentattvea  to  fix  the  com- 
penaation  of,  twice  read,  and  referred      -    378 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 383 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa 
amended 385 


Page. 

Commiaaariea  of  Subaiatence,  a  bill  from  the 
Houae  of  Repreaentativea  for  the  appoint- 
ment of         338 

read  a  firat  time         .....    339 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  -    330 

reported  with  ameodmenta         ...    238 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    334 

reported  correctly  engroaaed  aa  amended    -    386 
Commiaaioner  of  Revenae,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae 
of  Repreaentativea  allowing  a  derk  to  the, 
read  twice     ......      45 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -      47 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee         48 

reported  with  amendmenta,  and  again  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  PtsMd  aa  amended  -      83 
Commiaaiottera  under  the  Tazoo  Act,  a  repre- 
aentation  of  the,  stating  their  inability  to 
aerve,  was  referred  to  a  committee  -        -     187 
a  bill  aupplementary  to  the  act  providing 
for  indemnity  of  certain  claimanta  to  land 
in  Miamaaippi  Territory,  read  -        .        -    148 
read  a  aecond  time    .....    144 
referred  to  a  committee      ....    147 
.  reported  with  amendmenta,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 149 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...     160 
returned  from  the  Houae  of  Repreaentativea 

with  amendmenta  .....    178 
amendmenta  concurred  in  with  an  amend- 
ment      178 

to  which   the    Houae  of  Repreaentativea 

agreed 179 

Condict,  John,  of  New  Jeraey,  appeared  and  took 

hiaaeat 16 

Congreaa^  commencement  of  the  third  aeaaion  of 

the  Thirteenth 9 

Constitution,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fromentin,  two 
hundred  copiea  of  the,  and  rulea  for  con- 
ducting buaineaa,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  uae  of  Senators  -  -  11 
Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  reaolation  of  the  Le- 
gialature  of  Connecticut  propoaing  aun- 
diy  amendmenta  to  the  -  -  -  -  380 
Mr.  Vamum  alao  submitted  a  reaolution  of 
Uie  Legialature  of  Massacfauaetta  to  the 

aame  effect 384 

Continental  Powers  of  Europe,  Mr.  Giles  anb- 
mitted a  reaolution  requesting  the  Preai- 
dent of  the  United  Statea  to  lay  before 
the  Soiate  such  information  aa  he  may 
deem  proper  respecting  the  existing  rela- 
tione between  the  United  States  and  the, 

agreed  to 18 

Contbgent  Expenaea  of  Government,  the  Presi- 
dent tn^nsmitted  an  account  of  the         -    164 
Contingent  Funda  of  Congreaa,  a  bill  fit>m  the 
House  of  Repreaentativea  requiring  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  and    Clerk  of 
the  Houae  of  Representatives  to  give  se- 
curity, dbc.,  for  the,  read         ...    337 
read  a  second  time    .....    345 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -  368 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased    ...    364 
Contracts,  a  report  of  the,  made  by  the  Navy 

Department  - 161 

report  by  the  Secretary  of  War  -        -    330 

report  by  the  Poatmaater  General  -    838 
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Coolidge,  Uriah,  and  James  Baraham,  a  bill  from 
Um  Houae  of  RepraaanCathret  for  raUaf  o^ 

read      -        - 344 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        «        -  845 

reported  without  amendment     ...  260 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  859 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  861 
Cnmberland  Road,  the  President  transmitted 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tree** 

ury  oa  the  aobiect  of  the        -        -  146 

referred  to  a  committee  -  -  -  -  161 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  regolate,  dte., 

the,  read 180 

read  a  second  time 183 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        .       •  187 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  189 
Cntts,  Charks,  election  of,  as  Secntaiy  of  the 

Senate 80 

D. 

Daggett,  David,  of  Connecticut,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 17 

epeech  of,  on  the  militia  bill       -        -.       -      70 
DftHa,  Samuel  W.,  of  Connecticut,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 35 

DardeUf  David,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of,  twice  read,  and  referred    -        -    887 
reported  without  amendment     ...    344 
the  third  reading  negatived       ...    345 
Defence  of  New  Orleans,  Mr.  Giles  reported 
sundry  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense 
of  Congress  of  the  gallant,  read      -        •    833 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 836 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously  837 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  .....    250 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiurs    351 
report  of  partial  agreement  and  disagree- 
ment, adopted 853 

the  House  of  Representatives  insist  on  their 

amendments  .....  257 
the  Senate  resolved  to  adhere    •  -    858 

the  House  of  Representatives  ask  a  confer- 
ence, which  is  agreed  to  ...  868 
modifications  reported,  accepted  -  -  874 
Peatitute  and  Distressed  Amencan  Seamen,  a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Repreaantatives 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  make 
an  additional  allowanoe  te  owners  and 
masters  of  vessels  for  bringing  back,  to  the 
United  SUtes,  read        ....      43 

read  a  second  time 44 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -    111 
Detachment  from  the  Militia.    (See  MUiiia,} 
INveet  Tax,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repieseat- 
ativea  to  provide  Ua  assessing  and  collect- 
ing a,  read 135 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  136 
reported  without  amendment  ...  138 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     148 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  -  160 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

amend  the  act  to  lay  and  collect  a,  read  170 
read  a  eecond  time,  and  referred  -  •  171 
reported  with  amendments  ...  202 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  -  258 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   -    854 


Dlreot  Tax — continued, 
the  House  of 
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the  Senate  objected,  and 

amendmenle 
tho  House  of  Rcpweentari 

and  aaked  a  ooaferaBea 
report  of  the  confefoes,  adopted 
DMtricC  of  Columbia,  a  bill  Iroaa  tbe 

Reprasealatives  §or  layiav  * 

upon  the,  read       ... 
read  a  aooond  time,  and  retered 
reported  without  aneadMsenta    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  « 
read  a  third  ttoM,  and  passwd 
Documents,  Mr.  F^romeatin  wihnaittfd  a 

tion  concerning  the  nnmber  e( 

printed,  read  and  refenod       • 
reported  without  amondnMa^ 
Doyle,  James,  a  bill  from  the  H 

eentatives  for  relief  o^  read 
read  a  eecoad  tiao,  and  lafenad 
reported  without  amendment     - 
the  third  reading  aegativad 
Drawback,  Mr.  Horsey  subaiitled  a 

concemiag  ..-..• 
amended,  and  agreed  to  •  ... 
a  biU  to  alk>9r,  of  duties  oa  spirits,  Aunstf 
read  a  second  time  -  -  .  .  • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  dliid  time,  and  paeaed 
Drury,  WiUM.    (See  Ouy,  IfiiKfaa^ 

£. 

Earthquakes,  a  hill  from  the  Hoose  o(  BffR- 
sentativee  for  relief  of  certain  inhriiaaa 
of  New  Madrid.  Miasoari  TemUini  «^ 
sufiaied  by  tha  Ut^  read 
read  a  second  tine>  and  referred 
reported  with  an  amendment      .       .      - 
ordered  te  a  third  reading  as  ameadai 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  vsith  the 
amendment  ...... 

Bastem  Branch  Bridga  Company,  Mi.  Boat 

presented  the  memorial  of  the,  rafeoei  - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repiiaeatatiiis  fbi 

relief  of  the,  read  tbiae  tiiaes,  aad  pasiai 

Eoeleaton,  Charles,  wyresentativee   at     (te 

Elliott,  William,  Mr.  Robarts  pnsaatad  tka  ;•- 

tition  of,  coBoeraiVig  a  floaliag  hetts^. 

referred  to  the  Seciatary  of  the  Nany     • 

the  report  of  that  officer  thereea 

Emolumaals  of  CoUaetais,  a  letter  feam  d»ds& 

retary  of  the  Treaeniy  ifaawiag  liie 
EsUtes  of  laeolvanlR,  Mr.  Reberte  pieisnlail  the 
petition  of  the  Philadelphia  Chaaher  sf 
Commeroe  resaaetiag  the 
Evans,  Oliver,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memn 
rial  0^  praying  aa  «Uansionof  hiB.peiaBi 
rights,  rafiMTed       .        .       .       .       - 
a  biB  to  extend  the  time  ai  his  psteat  ir 

in  steam  engines,  read  s 


n 


3» 


Iff 

Sli 
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IB 


1$: 


improvements 

first  time 

read  a  aeooad  time    •       .       .       • 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readiag 
read  a  third  time,  aad  paaaed     - 
returned  from  the  House  of  Repisisalsfr 

with  ameadmeato 
vchich  were  oonourred  in  - 
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F.  Pag«. 

ting  Batteries,  a  bill  authoriziDg  the  Preei- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be 
built  one  or  more,  read  -        -        -        -    188 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  -    143 

reported  with  amendments         ...    i46 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -     162 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    163 
lla  Establishment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tait, 
the  Committee  on  Kaval  Affairs  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  the  several  acts  concerning  the    251 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  read    ....    263 

read  a  aeoond  time 267 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    267 
returned  firom  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,  and  concurred  in        -    273 
ign  Intercourse,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb,  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  any  of  ihe 
laws  zespeeting,  ought  to  be  repealed  or 
modified        ......    260 

sign  Relations,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitted  a  letter  finmi  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  on  the  subject  of  our  -        •      21 
feited  Lands,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives authorizing  the  sale  ot,  read    -    268 
read  a  second  time»  and  referred        -        -    270 
reported  without  amendment,  and   indefi- 
nitely postponed 279 

tifications,  dec.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Varnum, 
the  Sectetaiy  of  War  was  directed  to  laj 
before  the  Senate  the  amount  of  expendi- 
tures in  each  State  lor    -        -        -        -     186  ^ 
ler,  Solomon,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representatives  ibr  the  relief  of,  read  -  268 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred  ...  260 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 272 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    277 
mds,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  a  petition  of  the 
religious  Society  of,  referred  •        -        -     141 
the  committee  thereon  discharged      -        -    262 
»mentin,  Mr.,  of  Louisiana,  speech  of,  on  the 

bill  for  repairing  the  pubhc  buildings      -    216 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 
defence  of  New  Orleans-        -        -        -    241 
>thinghaffl,  John,and  Arthur  Tappan,  Mr.  Gore 
presented  the  petition  of^wnidi  was  refer- 
red to  a  committee         ....    249 
a  biU  for  the  relief  of,  read  -        -        -        •    268 

read  a  second  time 261 

indefinitely  postponed        ....    287 

G. 

illard,  John,  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tem^ 

took  the  Chair 10 

election  of,  on  the  death  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States       -        -        -     110 

address  of,  on  UkSng  the  Chair  -        -        -     111 

lines,  Brigadier  General,  resolution  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  expressive  of  the 

sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallant  conduct 

of,  ^.,  read  twiee,  and  referred     -        -      28 

reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 

and  passed  unanimously         -        -        -      29 
the  House  of  Representatives  dissgreed  to 
the  amendments^  and  a  conference  was 
Appomted 31 
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Gambia,  William,  Mr.  Lacoek  presented  the  me- 
morial of       -       -        ...        .    134 

referred  to  a  committee      ....    135 

a  Mil  for  the  relief  of,  read  -        .        .        .    144 
read  a  second  time    -        •        »        .        .    146 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        •    149 
Georgetown  College,  a  hill  firom  the  House  of 

Representatives  concerning  the,  read      -    224 
read  a  second  time    •        -        •        .        .    226 
referred  to  a  committee      ....    )S9 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  tUrd  reading  -        •       •        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        .        « 

German,  Obadiah,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  ...... 

Gnry,  Eibridge,  late  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  notice  of  a  bifl  conceming  die 
widow  of        ....:.. 

Mr.  Gore,  on  leave,  intiodueed  a  bill  author^ 

izing  payment  to  the  widow  of,  of  salny 

to  the  end  of  his  term,  which  was  read   - 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Ghent,  the  President  transmitted  communications 

from  the  Commissioners  at    -        -       - 

Gflman,  Nicholas,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 

a  resolution  of  respect  to  the  memory  of, 

was  passed    - 

Girard,  Stephen,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred 32 

a  bill  eonoemlng  duties  on  notes  of  banks 

and  bankers,  dec,  read  -        ...      86 

read  a  second  time    -       ....      37 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    no 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     us 

Gold,  Silver,  and  Plated  Ware,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  laying  a  duty 

on,  read  twice,  and  referred    ... 

reported  vrith  an  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

Tead  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

Goldsboioagh,  Robert  H.,  of  Maryland,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 

speech  of,  on  the  militia  bill       -        -       - 

Ooods^  Wares,  and  Merchandise,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Reptesentatives  laying  duties  on, 

read      -         ...... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments        ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
the  Hoose  of  Rspresentatives  disagreed  to 

the  amendments^  with  one  exception 
the  Senate  receded  from  all,  but  one  - 
the  House  of  Representatives  insist  on  disa- 
greeing to  that  one,  and  a  conference  is 
sgreedto       -...-- 
report  of  the  managers  agreed  to        -        - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to    considsr  the 
expediency  of  repealing  all  acts  Isying 
additional  duties  on       -       -        -        -    261 

Gore,  Christopher,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat  .....      21 

speech  of,  on  the  militia  bill       -        -        -      96 
on  the  direct  tax  bill  -  -        -        -    160 

the  credentials  o^  as  Senator  for  the  next  six 
years,  were  read,  and  filed      ...    293 
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GoTernment,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Ropreaenl- 

atiTcs  making  appropriadoiw  for  tho  aop- 

port  of,  read  ------  216 

read  a  a econd  time,  and  referred        -        -  S83 

reported  withoat  amendment     •        -        •  S28 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •  S3S 

read  a  tkird  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amended  •  S88 
the  Honae  of  Repreaentatiyee  conear  in  the 

amendments,  with  an  amendment  -        -  336 

to  which  the  Senate  agreed  .  .  •  337 
Qnjj  Matthew,  and  othera,  a  bill  from  the  Honae 

of  Repreaentativea  eonoeraing         •        -  179 

read  a  fira t  time         ....        -  180 

read  a  aeeond  time    .        -        -        -        •  181 

referred  to  a  committee      ....  185 

reported  with  amendmenta         ...  SOS 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -  Sl5 

read  a  third  time,  and  reoommitted    -        -  333 

reported  with  amendmenta        ...  S80 

indefinttelj  poatpoaed        ....  SS5 

H. 

Hallowell,  Edward,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Rep- 

reaentativea  for  relief  oi,  read  ...    S60 
read  a  aeeond  time,  and  refened        -        -    854 
reported  without  amendment     ...    S63 
(ntdered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        -    S07 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaod     ...    S71 
Horaey,  Onterbridge,  (appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legialatnre  of  Delaware,  for  aiz  yeara  from 
the  4th  of  March  next,)  the  credential  of 
were  ready  and  ordered  to  be  filed  -        -    179 
Hooaehold  Furniture,  dcc^  a  bill  from  the  Honae 

of  Repreaentatives  laying  dutiea  on,  read  133 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  133 
reported  with  amendmenta  -  -  -  138 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -  .  .  143 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased  with  amend- 
menta   .......    144 

the  Hooae  of  RepresentatiTea  diaagree  to  the 
amendments  ...-••    ]47 

the  Senate  inaiat 148 

the  House  of  RepresenUtives  alao  inaiat,  and 

aak  a  conference,  which  ia  agreed  to        -     149 
the  Senate  concur  in  the  report  of  the  man- 

agen^  and  the  House  recede  ...    168 
a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Representati^ea  to 

amend  the  act  above  mentioned,  read  -  170 
read  a  seoond  time,  and  referred  -  -  171 
reported  with  amendmenta;  again  referred  -  808 
additional  amendments  repoitod  -  -  845 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  858 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amended  •  854 
Hpwell,  Edward  F.,  and  others^  Mr.  Fromentin 

presented  the  memorial  o(  refemd        •    168 
Hoyt,  Gould,  Mr.  King  preaented  the  petition  oit 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury    830 
a  report  thereon  read        ....    846 
on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  petitioner  had 
leave  to  withdraw  his  papers  .       •       .    851 
Humiliation,  Fasting,  and  Prayer,  a  resolution 
from  the  House  of  Representativea,  re- 
questing the  President  to  recommend  a 
day  of,  twice  read  .....      85 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      36 
a  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, that  they  have  appointed  a  commit- 
tee on  their  part  to  wait  on  the  President 
with  the  above  resolution       •       -       -      40 


Humiliation,  dbc.-— continued.  he 

a  committee  appmnted  by  tfae  Seaaklgr 

Uiat  purpoee  - fi 

Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  bland,  ippemiiri 

took  his  seal  - li 

the  credentials  of,  for  the  next  ax  jm, 
were  read  and  filed  -IS 

Hurlbort,  John  C,  Mr.  Daggett  pnmted  ii 
petition  of,  referred        -      -     •    •  i 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read      -       -     •    •  :s 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  t  did 

reading  - U 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  -  i 
Hynum,  Jamea,  a  bill  from  the  Hoqm  of  Bi(a> 
eentatives  for  relief  of  the  beiii  oC  rad  •  !1 
read  a  second  time,  and  refened  •  •  HI 
reported  without  amendment  •  •  •  tt 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •    •  n 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -     .    •  r? 

I. 

Illinois  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  Home  of  lef- 
resentatives  to  amend  and  oUaAjkui 
confirming  certain  daims  to  lud  ii,  lo^  ^' 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred      •    •  ^ 
reported  with  an  amendment    •     •    •  XS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -     •    •  ^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed  u  tnoW  -  <^ 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  ftegn»a»m 
regulating  and  defining  the  diit»<f^ 
United  States  judges  for  ths,tviGe»^  •  ^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -    '.    ' 
Importe  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  for  theedKMS 
duties  on,  read       -        -       *    *  ^J 
read  a  second  time^  and  ordsredttt^^ 

reading  -        -        '       '  5 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed    -     '*  ^ 
Indiana  Territory,  the  memorial  of  tht  IfS**' 
ture  ot,  praying  an  extenfloa  of  taa» 
purchaaere  of  lands  in,  referred  to  t  wes  ^ 
committee     -        -       .      -     •    •    ' 
a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  R^ffesentitmi» 

regulate  the  courts  of  justice  ^>  '**'     .» 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  '  ^ 

reported  without  amendment    -      '    '  ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  *    ' 

read  a  third  time,  and  paeeed  with  &»»'  ^ 
ments   -        -        -  •  ,  ] 

Indian  Treaties,  the  President  of  the  ^^ 
Sutea  transmitted  copiee  of  certain,  ic  ^ 
ferred    -        -        -       •       •      *     * 
Indian  Tribes.  Mr.  Kinr  anbmitted  a  rcMte^ 
requeating  the  President  to  instnd  p 
Secretary  of  War  to  report  at  next  ••«  ^ 
certain  information  coneeminf  ^      '  ^ 
amended,  and  agreed  to    -       -      '     ' 
Intercourse  with  the  Enemy,  a  biU  fiom  tbe  B«^ 

of  RepreaenUtives  to  prohibit,  tvice  iM  ^^ 
and  referred  -       -      *     '    .  ]j| 

reported  with  an  amendment    •      *     ' 
reported,  with  an  additional  amemlBiAt, »  ^^ 
the  Senate    -       -       -      ;    . '       |i( 
further  amended,  and  read  a  tbiid  tieie    *  ^^ 
referred  to  a  aelect  oommittas   -      *.  ' 
reported  with  amendments,  sndonMivav  ^ 

a  third  reading      -       -       *      Vi    ii 
read  a  third  Ume,  and  pasesd  ss  aneediii  •  ^ 

a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  prohibitiflgi»x^   '^ 

read  a  seoond  time    -  '     '    .f 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasmd    - 


Ull 


INDEX. 


ZIf 


8enaU  Froeeeding9  onci  Deb(Ue». 


Page. 
[nTalid  Pennonen,  a  bill  from  tlie  Hoom  of 
BepreienUtiTes  ooncenung»  read  twiee, 
ana  referred  .        .        .        .        ,    S85 

reported  with  amendmente,  read  a  third 
time,  and  paaMd  aa  amended  -       -       .    S98 

J. 

ickion,  General  Andrew,  a  reaolntion  of  thanka 

to,  unanimoitfl;^  passed  ....    S38 

»ffenon'a  Library,  a  jomt  reaolution  empower- 
ing the  Library  Committee  to  contract  Ibr 
the  parchaee  of,  read     -        *        >        *      88 
read  a  second  and  third  tame,  and  passed   -      S6 
retamed  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

.  with  ao  amendment       -        -        *        .      S9 
which  was  concnrred  in     -        -        -        .80 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Jefferson  to  S.  H.  Smith, 
on  the  subject  of   .        .        .        .        .      S4 

a  bill  to  anthorbe  the  parchase  o(  read      -    113 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......    118 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     120 
skins,  Weston,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  concerning      -    179 

read  a  firat  time 180 

read  a  second  time    .....     181 
referred  to  a  committee     ....     186 
reported  without  amendment     .        .        -191 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        «        .815 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    SS8 
nes,  Michael,  and  William  Bond  (Register  and 
Receiver,)  Mr.  Monroe  presented  the  po* 
tition  of,  referred   -    .    -        -        -        •    837 
omal  of  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Varanm, 

the,  was  amended  .        -       .      '  >        -    111 
risdiction,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  vest,  more  effectually  in  the  State 
courts,  dbc.,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioii- 

ed,  read 883 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred  ...  886 
reported  without  amendment  ...  887 
amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -    898 

K. 

intucky  and  Tennessee,  the  memorial  and  reso- 
lutions relative  to  the  division  line  be- 
tween, were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bledsoe, 
referred  to  a  select  committee         -        -      SO 

trr,  Joseph,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Ohio,  in  place  of  Thomas  Worth- 
ington,  resigned,  produced  his  credentials^ 
and  took  his  seat 143 

dd,  Robert,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ......     163 

an  adverse  report  thereon,  agreed  to  >        .    888 

Dg,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  President's  veto  of 

the  Bank  bill 808 

L. 

dd,  Benjamin  W.,  and  others,  Mr.  Worthing. 

ton  presented  the  petition  of,  referred      -      46 
the  committee  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation thereof  -        •        .        .        .    888 

mby  James,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 253 

the  committee  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation thereof  -        .....    S79 

nberty  John,  of  New  Jersey,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat         •       •       •       .       •      31 


Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Roberta  presented 
resolutiona  of  the  bnigssses  o^  pledging 
themselveato  provide  suitable  acoommo. 
dations  for  Congress,  in  case  of  removal 
from  Washington  .....  i8 
Land  for  the  use  of  the  United  Sutee,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Repiesantativea  to  an- 
thoriae  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of   .        .    183 

read  a  first  time I8i 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -  186 

reported  with  an  amendment     ...    189 
amendment  disagreed  to,  and  bill  oidered  to 

a  third  reading      .....    887 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ... 
Landais,  Peter,  a  letter  from,  with  a  repreaenta- 
tion  of  his  claim,  referred        ... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...    S76 
read  a  third  time,  and  indefinitelyjpoatponed    880 
Land  Titles,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, supplementary  to  the  act  for  the 
final  adjustment  of,  in  Louisiana  and  Mis- 
souri, read     870 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred                  -    878 
reported  without  amendment,  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed 878 

Law,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Bibb  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....    844 
committee  discharged  from  the  frirther  con- 
sideration thereof  .....    861 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  authorize  the  pub* 
lication  of  the,  within  the  Territories,  read      45 
read  a  second  time    .....      47 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      48 
Mr.  Brown  submitted  a  resolution,  directing 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  cause  to  be  dis- 
tributed  among  the  members  copies  of  the, 
as  aeon  as  printed,  read  -        ...    878 

read  a  second  time 880 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    888 
Lee,  the  Rev.  Jesse,  election  of,  as  Chaplain     -      19 
Leiper,  Thomas,  the  President  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  from,  in  behalf  of  the  City 
Council  of  Philadelphia,  profining  accom- 
modations to  Congress,  &c    -        -        -       19 
Library,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborough,  a  joint 

committee  on  the,  was  appointed    -        .      18 
a  bill  to  provide  a  room  for  the,  lately  pur- 
chased from  Thomas  Jefferson,  read        .    868 

read  a  second  time 860 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    868 
read  a  thirdidme,  and  passed      .        .        -    867 
Loan,  a,  not  exceeding  three  millions,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  au- 
thoriie,  twice  read,  and  referred      >        *      86 
reported  without  amendment     ...      86 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    .      87 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  .      88 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagreed  to 

the  amendments 44 

the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference       -      44 
modifications  reported,  and  agreed  to  -        -      46 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
supplemental  to  the  acts  authorizing  a,  for 
the  several  sums  of  twenty-five,  and  of 
three,  millions,  read        -        -        -        .188 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        .  184 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading 188 
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xm4  » third  tim6«  and  paaaad  aa  amaadad  •  14M 
a  fafll  fiom  the  Honae  of  Rapreaantativaa,  to 

asthome  a,  read  three  timee,  and  paaiied  291 
Lotterioi,  a  bill  frooi  the  Houae  of  Repraeanla- 

tivea,  laying  a  daty  on*  read  ...  284 

read  a  aeeand  time,  and  reftired                -  226 

reported  withoot  amendment     ...  260 

indefinitely  poetponed        .        .        i.        .  268 

Lyman,  Jostin  and  Eliaa,  Mr.  Robmaon  praaantad 

the  petition  of,  refened  ....  366 
committee  diachaiged  from  die  Ibrther  eon* 

rideration  thereof 270 

M. 

Macomb,  Brigadier  General,  a  reaolntkm  from 
the  Houee  of  RepreaantatiYea,  eacpreaaive 
of  the  fence  of  Congreaa  of  thegaUastiy, 
dtc,  of,  twice  read,  and  referred      .        -      28 
reported  with  amendmenta,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  aa  amended         .        .      29 
(8ee  Browtif  Mtuor  General.) 
Mail,  Mr.  Taprlor  preaented  the  petition  of  anndry 
inhabitanta  of  Darlington,  South  Caroli- 
na, prating  an  alteration  in  the  conv^* 
ance  of  the,  through  their  diatiict   •        -    185 
Malcom,  William,  and  othera,  Mr.  Yarnum  pr^ 

•anted  the  petition  ol^  referred        •        .    244 
committee  diacharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  .....    262 
Manu&ctorea,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberta,  ao 
much  of  the  Meaaage  aareiatea  to^  waa  re- 
ferred to  a  select  coounittee    -        .        .    268 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
manuiaeturera  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
protection  for  their,  reforred  to  aame  com- 
mittee   272 

committee  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  Message  in  relation  to  -    285 
committee  discharged  from  the  iurther  con- 
aideration  of  the  memorial      ...    286 
Martin,  Edwaid,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  retened 233 

a  bill  to  dischaige  from  imprisonment,  read    251 

read  a  second  time 264 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    269 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      ...    201 
Maaon,  Jeremiah,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat    -      21 
apeech  of,  on  the  Militia  bill        .        .        .      77 
Measage,  the  Preaident'a  annual  -      12 

&ie  hundred  copiea  ordered  to  be  printed  -      16 
Messeugers  and  Senrants  of  the  Senate,  Mr.L*- 
cock  submitted  a  reaolution^to  fix  the 
compensation  of  the,  which  was  read      -    270 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 280 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        .    283 
Midshipmen,  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  petition  of  a  number  oU  remon- 
atrating  against  the  appointment  of  Sail- 
ingmasters  to  be  Lieutenants,  were  dis- 
charged  from  the  conaideration  thereof    -    293 
Military  Academies,  Mr.  Bledsoe  submitted  a 
resolution,  instructing  the  Military  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  an  additional  number  of       -      36 
Military  Afiairs,  Mr.  Gilea  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion, that  so  mudi  of  the  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee      16 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -      17 


Militaiy  Establishment,  Mr.  Simdi  subauBalt      1 
reaolntion  to  rednoe  th«         -      --Mi 
which  waa  agreed  to,  and  a  cftMitef  ap-       ' 
pointed  -         -         -        -      •     -  SB 

a  bill  to  repeal  certain  actn  fherun  mufa 

ed,  read SS 

read  a  aecond  time     -         •        -      •    •  SS7 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -     -  21 

read  a  third  time,  and  pn»ed     •       -     -  SI 
a  Inll  from  the  Honae  of  lcepnaaiii&*Bi 
making  appropriatioiiB  far  aoppoit  of  tfae, 
read  twice,  and  lefeited  -     •  S 

reported  with  amendmenta^,  read  a  t&vd 
time,  and  paaaed  aa  arnfgidwt  •  •  9 
Militaiy  Laws,  be.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  iSm,  o^ 
dared  that  the  Secretmry  of  the  ^atk 
cause  to  be  procured  and  defiverri  ti 
eadi  member  of  the  Senate  a  espy  ef  At   > 

Military  Peace  Eatabliahment,  a  biQ  fion  tk 
Houae  of  RepreeentatiTea  fixing  ^  mi 
andreforred  -        -         -         .      .      .  S 
reported  with  amendmenta  .     .  jfil 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  aaeaM  •  S7 
the  House  of  Repreeentatavea  disigne  ts 

the  amendments    -         -        .      .     •  X 

the  Senate  inaiat  -        .      .     •  SC 

the  Houae  of  Repreaentativcs  afas  iam:> 

and  aak  a  conference,  to  which  tk  &a- 

ate  agree  -        ...  IB 

a  compromiae  agreed  upon         .      .     •  9? 

MiUtia,  Mr.  WorthingtonaabmitfedajaiiirfM 
referring  so  much  of  tlie  Maasie  m  ft- 
lalaa  to  *ly>.  to  a  aaleet  oommittB  >     >    1^ 

the  reeolution  agreed  to,  and  a  emnittBi 
awwiinted      •        •        .        .      •     *    tt 

the  committee  diechaiged  from  dM  Mhar 
conaideration  of  the  aalgect    -       .     •  SS^ 

Mr.  German  submitted  a  reaolotinn  need- 
ing the  riaeaification  of  the    -      .     .    2 

agreed  to,  and  a  oimmittee  aptwinlid      -    ' 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  Preaident  to  osfl  ^m 
the  Statea  and  Territoiiee  iir  thorie- 
spectiTe  quotaa  of,  read  -        .       .      •    38 

read  a  aecond  time    -  ...    9 

.        .    10 


m 
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amended,  and  ordered  to  be 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     - 

returned  from  the  House  of  Represeati&iei 
with  amendmenta .        .        -       •      - 

refbrred  to  the  Milxtaxy  Committee    - 

a^d  committee  recommend  coneorreaet    - 

the  Senate  agree  to  some,  and  dimgzce  is 
other  amendments         .        .       .      - 

the  House  of  Repreaentathrea  inost  oa  the 
amendments  disagreed  to,  and  ask  a  eoa- 
ference -  '^ 

the  Senate  agree  to  it,  and  appoint  aana- 
gers      .-•---- 

report  of  aaid  managers 

biU  indefinitely  poetponed 

Mr.  Yarnum  submitted  a  raaolutian  re^ec^ 
ing  a  call  on  the  Statea  for    -       -       * 

amended  and  agreed  to,  and  cMinittHs  ap- 
pointed        ...... 

said  committee  reported  the  inexpedieac; 
of  the  measure  -       •      ' 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resolution  reqMctini 
field  officers  of      -       -       -       -      * 
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B  bill  concerning  field  officen  of,  read 
read  a  second  time  -  -  .  - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed 


Page. 

176 

178 

.     186 

187 


848 


a  bill  to  auttiorize  a  detachment  from  the, 

read 208 

read  a  second  time 307 

indefinitely  postponed        ....    864 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to 
authorize  the  President  to  receive  certain 
corps  into  serrice  in  lieu  of,  read    -        -    816 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    883 
reported  without  amendment      ...    888 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee     -        -    239 
reported  without  amendment,  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed 868 

a  bill  to  authoriie  the  settlement  of  certain 
claims  for  the  senrices  of,  read        -  880 

read  a  second  time 838 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  -  843 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  -  860 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 

making  provision  for  clothing  the   -        -    836 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  -    837 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •    846 
reported  with  amendments         ...    849 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    869 
a  report  on  the  differences  of  opinion  be- 
tween the  EzecntiTe  of  the  United  States 
and  the  authorities  of  some  of  the  States 
respecting  their  relative  powers  over  the 
r.  Brigadier  General,  a  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  expressing  the 
sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallantry,  dtc, 
of,  twice  read,  and  referred     ... 
reported  with  amendments,  read   a  third 
time,  and  passed  unanimoaslv  as  amended 
(See  Brown,  Mc^or  General) 

,  the  President  transmitted  the  aniuial  re- 
port of  the  Director  of  the     - 
ggippi  Territory,  the  momorial  of  the  Legie- 
laturo  of»  praying  for  an  additioBal  judge, 

referred 

Vfr.  Brown  presented  a  memorial  of  the 

■aoie,  praying  confirmation  of  titlea  to 

certain  lands,  referred    .        .        -        - 

jiother  memorial  of  the  same»  praying  au* 

thority  to  form  a  conventioB,  dte.    - 
another*  praying  indemnity  for  losaeeaue- 

tained  in  the  Creek  war 
Jiother,  praying  that  the  power  to  lease  out 
the  lande  set  apart  for  schools  may  be 
vested  in  said  Legislatnre 
nother,  praying  the  remiesion  of  interest  on 
lands  purchased,  dtc     •        -        -        - 
he  several  pstitionn  referred  to  a  eommittes 
resolution  from  the  Legislature  of»  tender- 
ing their  snpport  to  Government    - 
bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to 
land  in,  read  -        .        -        -        - 

lad  n  second  time    -        -        -        -        - 
onsideration  postponed    .        .        -     260, 866 
idefinitely  postponed        "        "        "       ."    **^ 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  indemniF 
fication  of  certain  claimants  to  land  on, 

rend 863 

md  a  second  time 867 

rdered  to  a  third  reading  ...    868 

iSthCoiv.  3(1  Sb86.— 63 
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Mississippi  Territory— continued.  Page, 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    876 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in        -    880 

N. 

National  Bank,  the  petition  of  Clarkson,  and 
others,  praying  the  establishment  of  a, 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee  -      34 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the  snbscribers  to  a, 

read 119 

read  a  second  time 190 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        -    186 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    186 
Mr.  King  presented  a  petition  from  the 
banks  in  New  York,  remonstiatLog  against 
the  incorporation  of  a,  read    -        •        •     180 
the  bill,  passed  as  above,  returned  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  with  amend- 
ments, and  referred        ....    164 
reported  with  various  amendments  to  the 

amendments 166 

the  Senate  agreed  to  some,  and  disagreed  to 

others  of  the  House's  amendments  -  169 
the  House  of  Representatives  do  the  same  173 
the  Senate  recede  from  their  disagreement  177 
the  President  of  the  United  States  returned 

it  with  objections 189 

hill  read,  and  reconsidered  ...  191 
rejected  on  the  question  of  passage    -        -    814 

Naval  Afiairs,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tait,  a  select 

committee  was  appointed  on  *        •        -  18 

Naval  Establishment,  a  bill  conesming  the»reed  276 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 880 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .       -       -  883 

Naval  OAoers,  a  bill  for  the  appointment  of  cer^ 

tain,  therein  mentioned,  (Admirals,)  read  181 

read  a  seoond  time 188 

rand  a  thud  lime,  and  passed    -        -        -  187 

Naval  Rank,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  resolutions 

concerning 38 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  39 

report  of  said  committee  thereon        -        -  1^3 

Naval  School,  Mr.  Bledsoe  submitted  a  resolution 

concerning  a         ...        -        -    160 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -    161 
said  committee  discharged  from  fiurther  con^ 
sideration  of  the  subject         -        -        -    893 

NavigatioB  Privileges,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dene 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  eonaider 
what,  should  be  secured  by  law  to  dt- 

iaens,  dfcc. •    264 

a  UU  to  esublish  a  system  o^  read  -  -  866 
read  a  second  time  .  -  -  -  -  876 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -    880 

Navy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tait,  sundry  resolutions 
were  sdopted  directing  the  Secretary  of 
^e,  to  report  next,  at  session,  a  system  for 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  same    -        -    879 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
making  appropriations  for  support  of  the, 
twice  read  and  referred  -        -        -        -    886 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -  -    886 

Navy  Commissioners,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  authorizing  the,  to  ap- 
point clerks,  read  a  third  time,  and  pasMd    888 
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Kavy  Department,  Mr.  FromeDtin  aubmitted  a 
reaolution  inatracting  the  Committee  on 
Naval  A  flairs  to  inquire  what  has  pre- 
Tented  a  compliance  with  the  reaolation 
of  March  laat,  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  devise  and  digeat  a  system  for 
the  better  organization  of  the 
the  digest  referred  to,  reported,  and  BIr. 

Fromentin  withdrew  his  resolution 
die  report  of  the  Secretary,  as  ordered  to  be 

printed 

Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolotion  concerning 

the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
a  report  from  the  Secretary,  of  expenditorea 

dec.,  in  the    - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

to  alter  and  amend  the  lawa  eatabliahing  a    1T9 
read  a  first  time        ..... 
road  a  second  time,  and  relened 
reported  with  amendment  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
»  bill  from  the  House  of  Representativea, 
directing  the  manner  of  contracts,  d&c,  in 

the        - 

read  a  first  time 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
indefinitelypoatponed        .... 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  the  Committee  on  NsvbI 
Allaira  roported  that  it  was  inexpedient 
to  alter  the  laws  concerning  the      *        - 
wM  report  concurred  in    - 
Navy  Yards,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vimum,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  wss  directed  to  lay 
before  the  Senate  an  account  of  the  dis- 
buraement  of  public  moneya  at  the  seve- 
ral, respectively     -        -        -        -        - 
Negroea,  traffic  in,  by  the  enemy,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Goldsborough,  the  Preaident  of  the 
United  States  wss  requested  to  lay  beforo 
the  Senate  the  proof,  if  any,  of  a,  alluded 
to  in  the  instructiona  to  the  Plenipoton- 

Uariea 31 

Negroea  Captured,  a  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent, in  relation  to  the  sale  of,  by  the 
enemy,  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed   •    288 
documents  accompanying  the  said  Message    389 
Newspapers,  the  usual  order  taken  to  furnish  to 
toe  members  ..... 

New  York,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivee  supplemental  to  the  act  for  the  bet- 
ter organization  of  the  Courts  of,  road   - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendmenta,  and  orderod  to 

a  third  reading 377 

road  a  third  time,  and  pasaed  as  amended  -    879 

Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of  the 

Mayor,  d&c,  of,  praying  reimbursement 

of  certain  sums  advanced  and  expended 

in  defence  of  the  third  military  district, 

roforred 

Nimmo,  Heniy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  the 

petition  of,  was  roferred  to  a  committee  - 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ... 

read  a  second  time    -        -        •        .        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Notes  of  Banks,  Bankers,  d&c.    (See  Girardt 

Stephen.) 


186 


O.  Pip 

Oliver,  Robert  and  John.  Mr.  Smith  prentaf 

the  petition  of,  referred  -         '      '.     '  ^ 

committee  discharged  fiom  oonsadenaM  cf 
the  subject    -         -          -         -      •     .  S 
Ordnance  Department,  a  bill  IrcNB  the  Bmii 
RepiesenUtivee  lor  Che  better  ngiMm 
of  the l^ 

twice  read  and  reJerred      -         -       •       1? 

roported  with  amendmenta        -      -     -  '3 

conaidered  and  reoommitted  •     •  C 

again  reported  with  amendments,  and  orie- 
ed  to  a  third  readini^       -         -       -     •  £ . 

read  a  third  time,  end  |»aeeed  am  wmaM  -  S 
Otis,  Samuel  A.,  late  Seczetary  of  the  Scaile, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Gore,  n  reaalatea  wm 
unanimously  paased,  testifying  the  mpeet 
of  the  Senate  for  the  memoiy  o£    •     -   ' 

Mr.  Laeock  submitted  a  reaolotiBa  aBths- 
iaing  the  Secretary  to  pej  the  fimenl  a 
pensea,  read  twice  -        .       . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,  and 
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P. 

Patteraon,  Commodore,  D.  T.,  Mr.  Tait  sabsih 
ted  a  resolution  complimentaiy  oC  nsd  • 
read  a  aecond  time    -         .        .      .      • 
read  a  third  time,  and  peaeed  anaaisMa^ 
Peace  with  Great  firitam,  the  Ptesideat  tnm- 
mitted  communications  Iron  the  Ffes^ 
tentiaries  charged  with  negiHuliag  taat 
of,  read  and  ordered  to  be  ptveti  - 
the  Preaident  also  transmitted  aatrnd^ 
instructions  to  the 
which  wore  referred 
Peacock  and  Epervier,  a  reaolation  eisjntmnci 
the  aense  of  Congress  of  the  victory  o^itiis- 
ed  by  the  former  over  the  latter  vesBl,  R*^ 
read  a  aecond  and  third  time,  and  f^^tec 
unanimously  -        *        '       '      ' 

l^nalties  and    Forfeitures,  the  Coaaaiilttt  dc 
Foreign  Relations  reported  a  lessfstin 
that  it  was  inexpedient  to  makeptenae 
to  release  from,  read      .        .       -      • 
the  resolution  agreed  to     •        •       -      - 
Perkins,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rc^ 
sentatives  for  relief  of    - 
read  a  firat  time         .        .       .       >      - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
roported  without  amendment     • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  pnsed     • 
Porter,  Brigadier  Creneral,  a  resolntioa  froa  ths 
House  of  Repreeentatives  expresBW  ef 
the  aense  of  Congress  of  the  gaUaatry. 
d^,  of,  read  twice,  and  nfentd     - 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  seeee^ 
and  third  time,  and  passed  unsniawesjj 
(See  Brown^  Mgfar  GenermL) 
Postmaater  General,  the  President  transaiOrd 
a  report  from  the    .        •       •       -       - 
Post  Office  EsUblishment,  a  biH  frsm  the  Boese 
of  Repreeentatives  in  addition  to  the  s<i 
regulating  the        •        .       .       •       - 
twice  read         ..-.-- 
referred  to  a  committee      .       >       -       - 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a^trd  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paasad     • 
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>ffices,  Mr.  Honey  eabmiited  a  resolution 
concerniog,  &C. '    -        -        -        -        -     ISl 

»d,  and  agreed  to 183 

iGontidered,  and  rescinded        -        -        -     180 
lother  on  the  same  subject  agreed  to        -    ISO 
toads,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of 
certain  dtiaens  of  Chesterfield,  Kershaw, 
and  Lancaster,  8.  C,  and  connty  of  An- 
son, N.  <).,  praying  the  establishment  of 
certain  ---....20 
bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  to 
alter  and  establish  certain,  read      -        -    268 
ad  a  second  time,  and  referred  *                -    260 
ported  with  amendments         ...    269 
dered  to  a  third  reading  ....    274 
id  a  third  time»  and  paned  amended        -    274 
r.  Morrow  presented  sundry  petitions  for 
establishment  of,  referred        ...    260 
ption,  a  bill  firom  the  House  of  Represent* 
stives  giving  the  right  of,  to  certain  pur- 
chasers, read 202 

\d  a  second  time,  and  referred  -    207 

N>rted  with  amendments         ...    246 
lered  to  a  third  reading  ....    269 
il  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    261 
nt  of  the  United  States,  a  joint  committee 
ippointed  to  wait  on  the         -        -        -      10 
etter  from  the,  informing  the  Benate  that 
ipartments  had  been  provided  for  them  in 
he  Post  Office  building  .        .        .      lo 

lint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre« 
(entatives  appointing  a  committee  to  wait 
>n  the,  concurred  in,  and  committee  ap- 
Kvio  ted  on  the  part  of  the  Senate   -        -    299 
ort  of  said  committee    .  -      .        .        .    300 
one  J,  Mr.  Anderson  submitted  a  resolu- 
ion  respecting  the  distribution  of,  to  the 
tfficers  and  crews  of  the  vessels  authot- 
eed  to  be  built  or  purchased  -        -        -     117 
^rred  to  the  Naval  Committee        -        -    118 

ation,  the  President's,  convening  Con« 

re»8 9 

r  I^oat  or  Destroyed,  a  bill  from  the 
looae  of  Representatives  to  authorise  pay- 

lent  for,  read 202 

1  a  second  time    .....  207 

rred  to  a  committee      ....  214 

>rted  with  amendments         -        -        -  5t81 

I  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  292 

House  of  Representatives  agree  and 

isafl^ree 298 

indefinitely  postponed          ...  299 
luildings,  a  bill  making  appropriations 

r  repairing  or  rebuilding  the,  read         -  160 

I  a  second  time    .....  163 

nded,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  *222 

a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  223 

its   of  Public  Lands,  a  bill  firom   the 
ouse  of  Representatives  giving  further 

ne  to,  read 170 

a  second  time  and  referred  -        -  171 

rted  'without  amendment     ...  186 

red  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        •  188 

a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  191 


an   interchange  of  mesaagea  relating 
a 10,11 


R.  Pag*. 

Rangers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  authorize  the  President  to  raise 

certain  companies  of      -        .        -        .  170 

read,  and  referred 171 

reported  with  amendments,  and  read  a  sec- 
ond time 266 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  261 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  267 

Rappleyea,  Maiy.    (See  BarkehWf  Farrington.) 
Reasons,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
questing the  President  to  cause  to  be 
stated  the,  which  prevented  the  commu- 
nication of  information  heretofore  asked 

for 166 

the  resolution  negatived    ....    179 

m  of  Army  and  Navy,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bledsoe,  ordered  that  each  member  be 
furnished  with  a  copy,  respectively,  of  the  17 
Reindeer,  8loop*of-war.  (See  BlakeUy^  Capt.  J.) 
Relief  of  Sick  and  DiMbled  Seamen,  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of 
purchases,  dec.  made  by  collectors  of  cus- 
toms for,  read 226 

Renner,  Daniel,  and  N.  Heath,  Mr.  Varnum 

presented  the  petition  of^  referred       -        -    129 
Reserved  Sections  of  Land,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  regulating  the  sale  of, 

read 170 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  171 
reported  without  amendment  ...  243 
the  third  reading  negatived        ...    261 

Restrictions  on   Commercial    Intercourse,  Mr. 

Dana  submitted  a  resolution  concerning     246 

agreed  to 260 

Retaileni,  dtc,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
.sentatives  supplementary  to  the  act  con- 
cerning, reaa         .....    170 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    171 
reported  with  amendments         ...    180 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     186 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •    187 
Retaliation,  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  on  the  subject  ot,  accompanied 
with  sundry  documents  ...    294 

Revenue,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea^ 
sury,  with  sundry  statements  exhibiting  a 

view  of  the,  read 824 

Mr.  Chace  submitted  a  resolution,  respecting 
the  collection  of  the        -        -        •        -    271 

Richards  and  Malloiy,  a  letter  from,  offering  the 
use  of  their  books  to  Congress, 

Ripley,  Brigadier  General,  a  resolution  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  expressive  of  the 
sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallantly  dec  of, 
twice  read,  and  referred  -        -        -      26 

reported  amended,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed  unanimously        -        -        -        -      29 
(See  Brown^  JUt^or  GeneraL) 

Roberts,  Jonathan,  the  credentials  o(  as  a  Sen- 
ator appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania for  aix  years,  from  the  4th  March 
next,  were  read  and  filed        ...     132 
Robinson,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  ...     165 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    166 
reported  without  amendment     ...    170 
read  a  third  time^  and  paised     -       •       -    178 


mil 
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Senate  Proceeding$  and  Dtbaim* 


141 
168 


-     181 


RoMy  Anthony  Bm  a  bill  from  the  Houieof  Rop- 
nfonUtivM  authoriiing  the  diecherge  oU 
horn  impritonment,  read         ...    369 
reed  a  aeoond  time  and  referred  -        -    870 

reported  withoat  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 874 

read  a  Uiird  time,  and  negatived         -        -    877 

8. 

Sabbath,  Mr.  Daggett  preeented  aondry  petiAiona 
from  Connecticat,  remonstrating  againat 
the  tranaportation  of  maila  on  the,  referred    136 

Mr.  Thompfon  preeented  aimilar  petitions 
from  New  Hampshire    ...      136, 173 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  similar  petitions  from 
Ohio 

Mr.  Gore  presented  similar  petitions  from 
the  District  of  Maine      .... 

Mr.  Mason  presented  similar  petitions  from 
the  town  of  Hollis,  New  Hampshire 

report  from  the  committee  on  these  petitions, 
that  it  is  inezoedient  to  grant  the  prayer 
contained  in  Uiem 186 

the  report  concurred  in      -        -        •        -187 

Mr.  Wharton  presented  a  petition  of  the 

same  natare  from  Tennessee,  read  - 

Sales  at  Auction,  dec,  a  bill  from  ttie  Honae  of 

Rejpresentatives,  laying  duties  on,  read 

twice,  and  referred         .... 

reported  with  amendments        ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  with  the  amend- 
ments    

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

the  House  of  Rcpresentatitres  agree  to  all 

the  amendments  except  one,  from  which 

the  Senate  receded         .... 

Saltus,  Son,  and  Company,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Reprcsentatiires,  for  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Sands,  Joshua,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sents tives  for  relief  of,  read    ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  reforred 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Siivage,  James,  and  otheri,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  relief  o^  twice  read, 
and  referred  -----.    869 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ... 

Schools  in  Mississippi  Territoryron  motioB  of 

Mr.  Bibh,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appioptia- 

ting  the  landa  reserved  for  the  use  o^     • 

a  bill  to  provide  for  leasing  aaid  landi,  need 

read  a  second  time 136 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    137 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -  -     141 

Scott,  Major  General,  a  resolution  from  the  Houae 
of  Representstives  expieeaive  of  the  aaaae 
of  Gongtees  of  the  gallantry  dkc  of,  twioa 
read,  and  referred  ..... 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  thM 
time,  and  passed  nnanimonialy 
(See  Brwon,  M^  GmmmL) 


•    898 


119 
187 

188 
130 


138 

816 
888 

843 
846 

868 
860 
863 


871 


877 
886 


180 
186 


Searcy,  Jeremiah,  the  petition  oC  woe  vaad     -    n 
Secrecy,  the  injunction  o^  oo  tiM 
relation  to  Algerine 
tion  of  Mr.  Dana* 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Btodooo 

a  resolution  for  tlio  rlartinn  of  a     -     •  H 
which  waa  ^reed  to  •         .       .     •  tl 

(See  Cutis.  Ckarke.^ 
Senate,  meeting  of  the  third  ooaaMm,  ihirtWBtti 

Congress,  of  the    -         -         ...     I 
listofMembenpraaonton  thntOBcaMa  •     I 
adjournment  of  the^  mne  die      -       -      -  M 
Seigeant-ai>Arma,  on  motion  of  ICr.  LaoMk,i 
committee  waa  i^pointod  to 
the  expedient  nf  innonaing 

the Hi 

a  bill  to  that  eibct  lepoeted,  ondi^      -  W 
read  a  second  time,  ied  ordoiod  to  a  tW 

reading  -  -         ...  si 

read  a  tlurd  time,  and  pnoaod     -       .      .  SJ 
returned  from  the  Honae  of 
with  amendmenta,  and 


SewaU,  Robert,  Mr.  Dagselt 

morial  of,  read 
Shane,  Anthony,  a  bill  frooa  tho 

reaantattvea  granting  and 

right  of  the  United  States  to  a 

iaOhio,read 
read  a  aacond  tiBM,  and 
reported  without  amondnent 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 
read  a  third  time,  and 


led  lbs  Bi- 


na^ 


:,  Jacob,  and  others,  aUn  from  fee 
of  Representatives  for  reliaf  o( 
read  a  third  time,  and  refeiied  - 
committee  discharged,  and  petitiaa 

lo  another  committee     • 
reported  without  amendment     - 
oraered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paiaed    • 
Sholta  and  Vogeler.    (See  next  above. 
1,  Tobias,  donation  to,  for  his 
to  save  the  public  pmyeity     • 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the 
Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  appealed 
his  seat-        .... 
speech  of,  on  the  bUI 
dutiee   ... 


ifi 


ir. 
m 


) 


Smith,  leaae,  and  Brallon  Caldwell,  a  bB  fr« 
the  Houee  of  Repfesentativee  for  leief  sf 
read  a  first  dme  .  .  .  •  • 
read  a  aacond  time,  and  referred 
reported  vrithout  amendment  .  -  • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  •  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  - 
had  leave  to  withdraw  their  papen    • 

SpiriU  distiUed  within  the  United  8teta%  s  \Sk 
from  the  Honee  of  Reptescntalnes  hjag 
dutiee  on,  read 
read  a  aacond  time  .  .  .  •  • 
referred  to  a  eelecl  oommitlee  •  •  • 
reported  with  amendments 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  amsndfd  - 
the  Houae  of  Repi  eeantativea  agiee  and  9^ 


9 
% 

!S3 
l«i 

S0 

ss 


in 


agree  -  -  - 
the  Senate  inaist,  and 

which  \b  granted  • 
report  of  the  managara 
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Senate  Proeeedinge  and  Ddbatee, 


^pn«ff»  Thoaai,  a  Mil  fiNmi  the  Howe  of  Btp- 

KMatetmi  lor  reliof  of,  read  .    S68 

read  a  eeooDd  time,  and  nderred  .    270 

reported  witboot  aaendment,  read  a  tlMl 

tine,  aad  paMed S81 

itainbaek,  Littlebory  E.»  and  otiien,  Mr.  OOas 

preeealed  the  petitioB  of,  referred   -        -    101 
Itandittf  Enlee,  Mr.  Bledeoe  moved  fi>f  a  eooimii- 

tee  to  reviae  the     -•.'..      16 

motion  negatived       -        -        -        •       •      SI 
lUtaonorr,  Mnlint,  dce^,  Mr.  Daggett,  etfhnif. 
ted  a  leaetotion  oflnoemiBg  the  evpeneee 
of,  read  •-•...     139 

read  a  eeeond  tuae,  and  ordend  lo  a  tMrd 
reading  -•....     139 

read  a  third  time  and  paated,  and  a  commit- 
tee appointed         .....    143 

arew>lotion  to  advertiie  pvopoeals  for,  re- 
ported and  read     .....    375 

read  a  eeeond  tioM,  and  ocdored  to  a  third 
reading 276 

read  a  third  time,  and  paieed    ...    379 
ll^heneon,  Geoiige  P.,  and  othen,  Mr.  Smitii 
preaentfld  the  petition  of,  referred   • 

the  committee  diicbarged  from  ftirther  eon- 
lideration  of  it       - 
None,  David,  of  North  Carolina»  appeared  and 
took  hie  leat ...... 

hifirage,  a  bill  from  the  Honie  of  Renreeenla* 
three  further  to  eitcnd  the  right  of,  in 
MiMieeippi  Territoiy,  read 

read  a  eeeond  time,  and  refeired 

reported  arithoat  amendment     - 

oraered  to  a  thin]  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  palwed     • 


393 
16 


24 
26 
27 
29 
30 


207 


18 


273 


10 

293 
293 
263 
257 
266 
267 


278 

283 
286 


[^albot,  Isham,  Mwinted  a  Senator  by  the „_ 

iatare  of  Kenluckj,  in  place  of  Jesee  Bled- 
eooi  reatgned,  produced  his  credentiala,  ^lc 

Pappan,  Arthur.    (See  Froihingkam,  Johm.) 

Taylor,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared,  and 
took  hia  leat 

Ponniaon,  Samuel.    (See  Guy,  MeUthtw^ 

Thanksgiving,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent to  recommend  a  dsy  of,  read  tltfee 
times,  and  passed 

niompeon,  Thomas  W.,  appointed  a  Senator 
bj  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire^  in 
place  of  Nicholas  Gilman,  deceased,  pro- 
duced his  cnsdentials,  &e.      ... 

^odd,  Charles,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  resd 
read  a  second  time,  and  indefinitely  postponed 

Tonnage  Duties,  a  bill  concerning,  read    - 
read  a  second  time    ..... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

[*ools  at  the  Navy  Yard,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
sundry  persons  vtho  suffered  by  the  de- 
struction of  their,  read    .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

['rading  Houses  vrith  Indian  Tribes,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Morrow,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  in^iro  whether  the  act  for  establishing, 
ought  to  be  continued  in  force  -    246 


Page. 
260 
264 


361 
266 
272 

263 
19 


-    246 


.    266 


Tradbg  Houses  with  Indiana— contiiraed. 

a  hill  to  coatinae  in  force  the  eaid  act,  mad 

read  a  seoond  time 

ordered  to  a  third  readmg  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  reooanaitted    - 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Treasurer,  the  Ptasident  traamitted  flm  genaral 

aocountofthe 

Treasury,  annual  report  of  the  Seerelaiy  of  tha  - 
Treasury  Notes,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repia- 
sentattves  to  authorise  the  issue  of,  nad  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendmente 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  paired  as  amended  - 
Treaty  of  Peace,  a  Measaga  from  the  President 
communicating  information  that  a,  had 
been  signed  at  GUmnt     «... 
five  hundred  copies  of  the  Message  ordeiad 
to  be  printed  ...... 

Turner,  Samuel,  jr.,  it  waa  reeolved  that,  act  aa 
Seerelaiy  of  the  Senate  untU  one  ahall  be 
appointed      ...... 

U. 

Uniform  Militia,  a  bill  further  in  addition  to  the 

act  for  establishing  a,  read  -  -  -  40 
read  a  second  time  -----  42 
indefinitely  postponed  •    119 

Gnion  Bank  of  Alexandria,  the  President,  Direc- 
tors, d&c,  of  the,  had  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petition,  presented  at  lait  aeasion    - 
Uiiproductive  Post  Roads,  a  report  from  tha  Poa^ 
maatar  General  on  the  subjeot  of    - 

V. 

Tamum,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  la  anthoriM 
the  PreaidenI  to  esll  on  tha  States  for  their 
lespeetive  qoatas  of  mihtta     •        •        . 

Vetaele,  a  bill  authorising  the  President  to  cauae 
to  be  built  or  purchaaed  the,  therein  wm& 


10 


19 


68 


32 


read  a  eeoond  lime 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment       .... 

tha  amendment  waa  not  agreed  to     - 

the  House  of  Representatives  insist,  and  ask 
a  oonference  .--... 

the  Senate  agree,  and  appoint  manageis    - 

modifications  reported,  and  accepted  - 

captured  on  laake  Champlain,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  the,  read  three  times,  and 

paased 

Vessels  of  War  on  Lake  Ontario,  Mr.  Hunter 
submitted  a  resolution  concerning  the    - 

indefinitely  postponed  .... 
Veterinary  Surgeons,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts^ 
the  Military  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  the  appointment  of  a  number  of, 
for  the  Army 

report  of  inexpediency       .... 
iTeport  concurred  in   - 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  death  of 

the,  announced,  and  proceedings  thereon    100 


84 
36 

42 
43 

4t 
44 
45 


292 

133 
136 
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Senate  Proceedmge  aind  Dtbaiet, 


Yke  Prarident,  death  of— continiied.  Pag«. 

Mr.  Gore  ■obmitted  a  motion  that  the  See- 

letaiy  of  the  Senate  be  uutmetcd  to  paj 

the  faneral  expenaca  of  the  late,  read 
read  a  lecond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -.---.- 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed     ... 

Yincennea,  a  biU  ftom  the  Hoaae  of  Repreeenta- 

tirea  giving  farther  time  to  locate  certain 

daima  to  land  in  the  diatriet  of,  lead 
read  a  aeoond  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading         ..... 

read  a  third  time»  and  paased  as  amended  - 

Viiginia  MiliUry  Land  Warrants,  Mr.  Worth- 

ington  submitted  a  resolotion  concerning 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 

the  Indiana  memorial     .... 
a  bill  farther  extending  the  time  for  KocatiBg, 

read      .--.-.. 

read  a  second  time 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ... 
Virginia  Boantj  Lands,  Mr.  Morrow  aabmitted 

a  reaolation  concerning  ... 

a  bill  giving  farther  time  to  complete  sar- 

veys,  dec.,  read 


.     18S 


183 

134 


132 
133 

184 
135 

23 

24 

28 
29 


148 


169 
lAsad  a  second  time    .....    166 

167 
168 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

Volonteera,  a  bill  aathorizing  the  President  to 

accept  the  eervicea  of     -        -        -        -  188 

read  a  first  time 123 

read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred  124 

reported  with  amendments         ...  146 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  aa  amended        -  761 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  162 
retamed  from  the  Hoose  of  Repreeentatives 

with  amendments  .        •        -        -        •  166 
the  Senate  agreed  and  diaagreed                 -  167 
both  Hooses  insist,  and  a  conference  ap- 
pointed         ......  172 

report  of  the  managers       ....  177 

the  Senate  concarred  with  an  amendment  -  178 

the  House  of  Representativea  agreed  •       -  179 

W. 

Walker,  George,  appointed  a  Senator  bj  the  £x- 
ecative  of  Kentucky,  in  place  of  George 
M.  Bibb,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, d^        ..--..      28 

Walter  and  Miller,  and  others,  Mr.  Gore  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -        .    277 
committee  discharged,  dec         ...    272 

War  Department,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary 

ofthe 267 

Wairington,  Csptain,  a  resolution  expressive  of 
the  sense  of  Congress  relative  to  the  naval 
victory  obtained  by,  unanimously  passed      26 

Washington,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolation 
for  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  state 
of  preparation  for  the  defence  of  the  city  of      17 
amended,  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed   18 

>n,  William  H.,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  Representativea  for  relief  of,  read         -  165 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  166 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       .....  xi% 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...  977 
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Waahiaglon  Bridge  Company,  Mr.  Bisst  pK> 
aented  the  memorial  of  the,  nfand  to  1 
select  committee    -        .... 
on  motioo  of  Mr.  Soberte,  the  ssaecma^ 
tee  were  instructed  to  inqairs  iats  ilea- 
pedSency  of  piwidiBg  for  esmpastinid 
mdividoala  whooe  ptop«i|  bad  beta  «• 
strayed  by  aathori^  of  the  Uakedfitaa  Ut 
an  adverse  report  oo  the  meaaoii&l    •     •  9 
concuired  in      -        -        •       .      .     .  s 
Washington  labraiy  Company,  a  letter  fam  ^ 
Preaident  of  the»  <Aiing  the  a«  of  ibir 
library  to  Congress         -       ... 
Wasp,  Sloofhof-war.     (See  BkMeg^  dftu 

JoAnaloii.) 
Welle,  WiUiam  HiU,  of  Delaware,  appcsnd,t8d 
took  hia  aeat  -         ..... 
Wella,  Benjamin,  and  others,  a  hill  fan  the 
Houae  of  fiiepreeentalives  for  relief  o(  nd 
read  a  aecond  time*  and  refoned      •     - 
reported  with  amendments  -     • 

oidered  to  a  third  reading  -       .      .     • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  tmaM  • 
West  Point,  a  biU  making  farther  pmiM  Is 
complete  the  publie  buildings  at,  fa  lb 
oae  ofthe  Military  Academy, lesd  •    -  ^ 
read  a  aeoond  time    -  .      .    •  XI 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       .      .    •  SH 
read  a  third  time,  and  pwed     -     .    •  tS 
Widows  and  Orjdiana  of  militia  and  Jtkukm, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RsfSMSiitiw 
to  provide  for  the   -         .       .     •    • 
read  a  first  time,  and  passed  to  t  aaiA 
reading  -        -        .       .     •    • 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments 
indefinitely  postponed 
Woodward,  John.    (See  Guy,  Mattkop.) 
Worthington,  Thomas,  of  Ohio,  a  fetter  fm 
announcing  the  reaignation  of  luiMitB 
the  Senate,  read    -        .       .      •    • 

Teaa  and  Naya,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  Id 
to  extend  the  right  of  soffiage  io  Miss' 
sippi  Territory        -        -       -      -     * 

on  postponing  the  House  amendmcDU  to 
the  resolation  for  purchasiof  ieffcnoo* 
library 

on  amending  the  bill  for  the  pordiate  v 
building  the  veasels  therein  meationed  • 

on  amending  the  bill  for  filling  the  ruib« 
the  Army       .        .        -       - 

on  receding  from  amendmenti  to  the  Lm^ 
bill •     •   ** 

on  amending  the  bill  to  call  for  the  qo«^ 
of  militia        ...       -      -  *7»»,« 

on  recommitting  the  same  -       •      ' 

on  the  final  passsge  of  the  same 

on  postponing  the  election  of  a  fnakat 

pro  Urn •     • 

on  amending  the  Journal  ofthe  previooia! 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief « 

Stephen  Girard      -        -       -      '     ' 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bia  toexteodtbe 

patent  of  Oliver  Evans  -    •  • 
on  the  resolotion  to  provide  for  the  am 

convenient  accommodation  of  Coogif^  ' 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  aoi^ 

mitittabUI      -       -       -      -      -     * 
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on  amending  the  bill  laying  duties  on  spirits 

distiUsd 121 

on  tibe  thifd  reading  of  the  tame  as  amended  121 
on  amending  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 

Bank  of  the  United  Sutes      •        -     129,  186 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -  126 
on  amending  the  bill  eoneerning  sales  at 

aaction 128 

on  insisting  on  the  amendment  to  the  bill 

concerning  spirits  distilled  ...  129 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  eonosming 

sales  at  aaction  -  •  -  •  -  180 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  relating  to 

the  widow  of  £lbridge  Gerry  -  -  -  131 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  oso- 

corning  the  vessels  of  war  on  Lake  On* 

tario 186 

on  amending  the  bill  laying  duties  on  goods, 

wares,  &c. 187 

on  amending  the  bill  laying  duties  on  house- 
hold furniture  .....  144 
on  amending  the  direct  tax  bill  -  -  146,  147 
on  postponing  the  same  ....  148 
on  the  fintl  passage  of  the  same  •  -  160 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Tolunteeri'  IhH  161 
on  the  report  of  the  conferees  on  the  house- 
hold furniture  bill 162 

on  amending  the  United  SUtes  Bank  bill  167, 

168, 160 

on  insisting  on  amendments  to  the  lame    -  174 
on  postponing  the  same    -        -        -        -  174  , 
on  receding  IVom  amendments  to  the  same  176 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same     -  176  ' 
on  Mr.  Mason's  resolution  asking  the  Presi- 
dent for  his  reasons,  dec        ...  179 
on  referring  the  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse 

with  the  enemy 182 

on  amending  the  same      -       182,  183,  184,  188 
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on  filling  a  blank  in  the  Cumberland  road 
bill 188 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  for 
repairing  public  buildings       ...    202 

on  the  United  SUtes  bank  biU  after  the  veto    214 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  repairing 
public  buildings     -        -        -        -        * 

on  amending  the  same      .... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  establish 
a  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners    - 

on  amending  the  new  Bank  bill         -     229,  231 

on  the  tliird  reading  of  the  same        -        •    231 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        -        -    232 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others         -        -    233 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Matthew  Guy,  and  others    -    236 

on  the  final  passsge  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others     -        -    236 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  better  accommodation  of  Congress    -    260 

on  the  final  passage  of  (he  tonnage  bill      -    267 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  con- 
cerning gold,  siWer,  and  plated  ware       -    268 

on  indefinite  postponenient  of  the  lottery 
bill        -        -        -     *  .        -        -        -    270 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  lay 
a  direct  tax  on  the  District  of  Columbia    271 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Jacob  Shinnick,  and  others    f7L 

on  amending  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Ee- 
UbUshment 286,287 

on  the  final  paseage  of  the  bill  to  protect 
seamen,  dec.,  against  Algerine  cmisers    -    291 

on  concurrence  with  the  conferees  on  the 
bill  fixing  the  Peace  EsUblishment 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  allow- 
ing compensation  for  property  lost  or  de- 
stroyed, dec 
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>lishing  Oflices,  dec,  Mr.  Brigham  submitted 
a  resolution  to  reduce  the  national  ex- 
penses, by     1118 

»mmodation  of  Congress,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, for  the  bettor 1176 

twice  read,  and  committed         ...  1186 
M)unts,  appointment  of  the  standing  Commit- 
tee of    304 

;  to  repeal  certain  Acts,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate entitled  an,  therein  mentioned  -        -1176 
twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1 186 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1187 
another  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same 

title 1210 

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  1263 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1266 
ditional  Appropriations  lor  1814,  a  bill  mak- 
ing, twice  read  ...  -  -  760 
blanks  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  770 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    771 
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lor  1815,  a  bill  making,  twice  read     •        -  1267 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1267 

Advance  of  Moneys  by  States,  Mr.  Cooper,  of 
Delaware,  submitted  a  resolution  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  War  to  state  why  he 
has  not  made  a  report  to  the  House  relsr 
tiveto 1076 

Alexander,  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  remarks  o^  on  recon- 
sidering the  vote  on  the  Bank  bill  -        -  1027 

Alexandria,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  the  memorial 
of  a  number  of  inhabitants  of,  indignantly 
repelling  the  slanders  against  them,  on 
occasion  of  the  enemy's  visit,  d&c  -  -  399 
report  of  the  Council  of,  on  its  occupation 
by  the  enemy 1709 

Algerine  Cruisers,  secret  proceedings  on  a  Mes- 
sage concerning  the,  dec.       ...  1276 

Alley,  Moses,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  o( 

concurred  in 499 
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Abton,  Mr.y  of  North  Carolini,  remark*  o^  on 

recoiuiidering  the  ^ote  on  the  Bank  bill 

on  the  Kflolittion  propoeiii^  s  claefiAeetion 

of  the  militia 

ilBeriean  SeamoB,  a  Meaaage  reoommending 

the  navigatioii  of  Ameriean  vmela  ezda- 

aively  bjr  native  or  naturaJiaed;  referred 

to  Committee  of  Foreign  Relatione 

poatponed  to  next  aeaalon  •        •        .        . 

^acoatia  Bridge  ComiMny,  a  bill  for  relief  of 

the,  twice  read,  d&c        .... 

amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ... 

^^tiqaarian  Society  of  Maaeachuaetta,  a  resolu- 

Uou  to  fumiah  a  copy  of  the  public  docn- 

menta  to  the,  waa  twice  read,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  ..... 

read  a  ^rd  time,  and  paaaed     ... 

Appleton,  John,  jr.,  Mr.  Dana  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  reforied  to  Treaaory  Department 
a  report  Uiereon  read         .... 
Apportionment  of  Militia  among  the  aeveral 
Stotea 


1088 
1130 


1194 
1266 

1103 
118S 
1183 


665 
687 

496 
701 

712 


Aimed  Veaaelat  Mr.  Reed,  of  Masaachoaetta  aub- 
mitted  a  reiolutioh  directing  the  Seore* 
taiy  of  the  Navy  to  report  the  niinber, 

iLC-fOi 

tha  reaolntion  negatived    .... 

AMiataadt  Lieotenant  Colonel  George.    (See 

Mmtftml  of  Jfera.) 
Amyt  United  Statea,  a  bill  making  farther  pro- 
naion  for  filling  the  ranka  of  the,  twice 
read,  d^       ...... 

th^bill  indefinitely  poatponed    ... 

Mr.  Calhoui  ofierod  a  raeolntion  concem- 
ing  the  mode  of  eapplyiag,  d^  the 

agfoed  to,  and  oemmittee  appointed   - 

a  Ull  from  the  Senate,  making  further  pro- 
▼iaion  for  filling  the  ranka  of  the,  twice 
read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  en 
Hooae  bill  of  same  tenor         .        .        . 

reported  with  amendment!,  read  a  third 
time,  and  paaaed  aa  amended 

Arnold*  William,  a  reoort  on  the  petition  o(  read 

andcommittea 

concurred  in,  and  a  bill  ordered  .        •        - 

a  trill  fbr  the  relief  of,  twice  read 

lead  a  third  time,  and  paaeed     ... 

AiHlery  and  Engineem,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pick- 

ena,  the  Militaiy  Committee  were  in- 

atmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

making  a  change  in  the  oKganiiation  of 

thecerpaof 

Arta  and  Manufocturea,  a  letter  from  the  Seore- 
tary  of  the  Treaaury,  with  the  remainder 
of  the  ooniea  of  the  Digeat  of,  ordered  lo 
be  printed      ...... 

OS,  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  the  said  copiea 
were  ordered  to  be  ^triboted 


496 
616 


488 

1164 

660 
661 


666 
764 

663 

701 

1067 

1086 
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896 


1104 
1193 


B. 

Bainbiidge,  Commodore  William,  a  letter  ftom, 

to  the  Naval  Committee        ...  1049 

Baltimore^  Mr.  Moore  preaented  the  petition  of 
the  Committee  of  Vigilance  and  Safety  of, 
concerning  ita  defencelesa  atote,  r«dferrod 
to  the  War  Department         -        •        -  1116 


Bank  of  AleiMidria,  Mc  Lewk  jiMiiBlii  iW 
petition  of  the,  praying  aBthoiity  tojaa 
aouiU  netea,  retered  to  IheCaaaMbiaB 
tft»  Diatiiet  of  Catambia        -     •    -^ 

Bank  cf  the  Metiopolia,  a  biU  ertabbhiiik 

twice  read     -         -        -       -     •    •  S 
indaftttilely  poetpoMd        -       >     •      1« 

Bank  of  the  United  Stetca,  a  bUl  iviaai^ 
the,  twice  read,  dfce.  ...  it 

an  amendment  bj  Mx.  Caiheun  tit^  - 
thetind  aection  attmck  out      .     .    .  i- 
reeommitted  to  a  eelect  oomauMM    •    •  ^ 
reported  withoot  enecndment,  tad  lii  i 

letter  from  the  aeufolaiy  of  IhrTiMm  i 
the  letter  ordered  to  be  prinlii  ted  afew 

redtotheComaaitteeofWi^mdlini  & 
a  bill  from  the  Senmte  to  inoocparrtc  the  -  "^ 
twice  ready  and  relened  ...  & 

reported  with  amendnsentf  '     *  ^ 

ordered  to  a  third  rea^ng  •  .  ■  ft 
recommitted  -  -  ,  .  .  •  ^ 
reported  without  amendmrnt,  mi  upm  a- 

dared  to  a  third  reading        •     -    ^^■ 
read  a  third  time,  and  rejeded  bjtbua 
of  theSpeaker        -        .       .     •    • 
the  Yoto  rigecting  the  bill  letanatow^    - 
and  it  waa  again  recommitted   -     • 
reported  with  amendsaenti       •     * 
ovdered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  as  taeeid  • 
the  Senate  amend  the  amendmali  • 
the  House  refnaed  to  agree  to  ik  S»»> 

amendmente  -        -       -••'»* 

a  meaaage  from  the  Senate,  thtf  Ibcr  h^ 
reconaidered  the  bill  returned  to  tfaeVt 
the  Preaident  with  objeetioBfl,  ib^  ^ 

rejected  it l;* 

another  bill  from  the  Senate  to  iaeocptdtt  ||f 
twice  read  -  -  '  "  "  ,'i* 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -  '  '  ,-4 
indefinitoly  poatponed  .     •    -^^ 

Banka  of  New  York,  Mr.  Irring  p«««tid  tie 
remonatranoe  of  the,  against  t  BiBt  <^ 
the  United  Stetea,  read  -       .  •  ^ 

Bankrupt  Law,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  Twk,  P^ 
aented  a  petition  for  the  eitalriisluiKttit  ^ 
a  general,  read       -        -       '     i      i* 
referred  to  the  Committee  oo  the  JoAaaT 
a  bill  to  eatabliah  a  nniform,  twice  mi  &^  '^ 
Mr.  lageraoll  preeented  the  petitioo  <^ 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  fbiM^ 
prayiiig  the  paaaage  of  a,  lefcned  toew  ^^ 
committee     -        -        *       "      '  .J 
Mr.  Seybert  alao  preaented  a  petitioe  to  ttK  ^^ 
aame effect    -        -        -      -•",-, 
Mr.  Ward,  of  Maaeachuaettt,  did  th«o* ;' 
Mr.  Irving,  of  New  York,  the  same  •     "^ 
Mr.  Ingham,  of  PeniuyWaoia,  tie  nme   -  ^ 
Mr.  MciOm,  of  Marrland,  the  am  •     * 
BarraUria,  the  Preeident%  proclamation  of  ptf' ,^ 
don  to  the  piratea  of      •  '     ' ' 

Barbary  Powera,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ^•'*'?jJ[ 
committee  waa  appointed  to  reqae^ortK 
Preaident  aoch  information  as  be  atf 
deem  it  prudent  to  give  respaciag «»  . 
relations  with  the  -  -  '  1,  - 
a  Bleaaage  from  the  PreaidenI  (*P^  t 
tiiereto 
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Page, 
irbour,  Philip  P.*  of  Vixgxoia,  •  neir  member, 
eiectad  in  the  plioe  of  John  Dawson,  do- 
oieiad,  wee  quelified,  ssd  took  hie  eeet  •    SOS 
remerke  of^  on  tho  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Way^  end  Meene  ....  456 
remarks  of,  on  the  Yolanteers  bill  -  -  5S0 
■peedi  of«  on  the  bill  fixing  a  Peeee  Eetab* 

Uihmeat 1S04 

rkelow,  Farrington,  a  hill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read,  d&€ 1068 

ordered  to  a  third  reeding  .        •        -        -  1085 
relay,  Thomas,  correspondence  o^  with  John 

Meaon,  on  the  eabject  of  priaonefe  of  war  1369 
ifcer,  Jacob,  letter  from,  offming  a  loan  of  five 

mUlion 1493 

mett,  William,  of  Georgia,  appeared,  and  leek 

his  seat 303 

remarke  of,  on  the  Volunteere  bill       »        -    589 
mey,  Joshoa,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  oflloem, 
dec,  under  commend  oi,  twice  seed,  dec.    399 
amonded»  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    517 
read  a  tidrd  time,  and  peaaed    •        •        -    518 
letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nafy> 
giving  a  statement  ef  the  battle,  dtc      -  168S 
ile  of  New  Orleans,  Mr.  Troup  preeented  a 
reeolntion  concerning    the,  which   was 
twice  read,  and.  refened  to  a  Committee 

of  the  Whole 1185 

(See  JaekMon,  Major  (reneroL) 
rlies,  William,  of  Maaeachneette,  appeared* 

and  took  his  seat 303 

remarks  of,  <m  his  motion  to  amend  the  bifl 
taxing  menufitctUBse       ....    981 

rly,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Oom- 

mittee  of  Ways  and  Means    ...    438 
11,  Colonel  William  Dent,  atatement  of,  to 
die  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  caosea 
of  the  capture  of  Waahington         -        -  1658 
diley,  John  U.,  and  others,  adverse  report  on 

the  petition  of,  refrrnd  ....    513 
Lsley,  R.  Of  correspondence  of,  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Transport  Board,  and  others, 
on  the  sublet  of  Prisoners  of  War       •*  1366 
tty,  Lient.  Colonel.   (See  Reward  of  Vabr.^ 
inctt,  Mr.,  speech  o(  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cyrus 

King 743 

mett,  Wm.  P.,  a  MR  for  relief  of,  read  twice  1169 
ordered  to  a  tfiird  reading  ....  1177 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1187 
slow,  Abijah,  of  Massachusetts,  sppeared  and 

took  his  seat 336 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Law's  motion  reepeeting 

Treasury  notes 1045 

ee,  Thomas,  of  New  Jersey,  a  new  member, 
in  place  of  Jacob  Hufty,  resigned,  appeared 
and  took  his  seat    .        -        .        •        -    517 
rd  of  Officers*  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the 
Secretaiy  of  War  waa  directed  to  ippoint 
a,  to  modify  the  ralea  and  regulations  of 
the  French  Infantrr  for  field  exercise,  dbc.    988 
(See  Navy  Commtmonen*) 
ndary  Lines,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  fix  the, 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Creek 

nation 1310 

twice  read         -        -        -        -        -        -  1353 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1368 
nty  Lands,  Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  reeoln- 
tion respecting 1153 


Boontv  Lande-— oontinued.  Pege. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  subautted  a  resoln* 
tion  instructing  the  Committee  on  Publte 
Lends  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ef 
giving  one  hundred  acres  of,  to  each  de- 
serter from  the  British  army  ...    327 

the  resolution  adopted  ....  333 
Bounty  to  owners,  dbc,  of  private  armed  vessels, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  King  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Naval  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  tiie  expediency  of  extending 
to  merehaiit  vessels  the  provisionn  of  die 
actgmntinga        -----    834 

the  committee  made  an  adverse  report  thern- 
on 343 

whidi  was  concorred  in  -  -  -  -  344 
Bounty  to  Privateers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robert- 
eon  of  Louisiana,  the  Ifaval  Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  a,  for  the  destruction 
of  enemy^s  vsesels  ....    513 

an  adverse  report  thereon  ....    S9l 

Mr.  McKean  preeented  a  memorial  from 
Baltimore,  praying  the  allowanoe  men- 
tioned, reteired 541 

Bowie  and  Knrts,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  for  relief  of,  twice  read  Ac  -  1 154 

referred  to  a  committee      -  .1 158 

reported  without  amendment  and  again  re- 
ferred     1308 

indefinitely  poetponed        ....  XS07 
Btadbury,  George,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat   .....    303 

remarks  of,  on  the  United  States*  Bank      -    583 

Bradley,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  remarks  of,  on  the  iv* 

port  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means    457 

remarks  of,  in  erplanation  of  his  reeolntion 

respecting  interest  ....    531) 

Brahany,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  (rf,  twice  read     -  lOiS 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1083 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1085 

Breckenridge,  James,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 750 

Brent,  Richard,  of  Virginia,  a  message  from  the 
Senate  announcing  the  death  of,  and  pro- 
ceedings thereupon        ....  1013 

Brigham,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  United  States 

Bank  bill 636 

on  the  Direct  Tax  bill       -        -        -        -    964 
British  and  Indian  Depredations,  Mr.  Lattimore 

made  a  report  on  the  subject  of      -        .  1175 

laid  on  the  table 1176 

Blown,  Obadiah  B.,  election  of,  as  chaplain      -    308 
Brown,  Scott,  and  Gaines,  Generals;  Mr.  Hawk- 
ins, of  Kentucky,  presented  a  resolution 
giving  the  thanks  of  Congress  to,  refer- 
red to  a  select  committee        ...    334 

Mr.  Troap  reported  resolutions  embracing, 
in  addition,  Uie  name  of  General  Ma- 
comb      340 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed      ....    341 

the  namea  of  P.  B.  Porter,  Ripley,  Miller, 
Mooers,  and  Strong,  being  added*  the 
resolutions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading 384 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  to  the 
Military  Committee       -        -        -        -    384 

reported  with  amendmenU        ...    385 
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Blown,  Scott,  &&,  GenermlA-— eontinucd.  Page. 

report  aeceptad ;  ordered  to  •  third  reading  -    &6 

reed  s  third  time,  and  paaeed  unanimooalj    393 

retamed  from  the  Senate  with  a^endmente, 

and  referred  ......    413 

the  amendmenta  dtaagreed  to     -        -        -    438 
the  Senate  inaif  t  and  aak  a  conference        -    453 
Hooae  of  RepreaentatiTea  appoint  managen    466 
the  Senate  agree  to  the  modifieationt  of  the 
oonlereee       ......    433 

and  the  Houae  of  RepreeentattTea  alao  agreed    496 
Brown,  Uriah,  report  from  the  acting  Secretary 
of  the  Nary  on  the  memorial  of,  reierred 
to  a  committee       ....''.  1013 

an  advene  report  thereon,  read  -        -  1106 

Broff,  Thomaa,  Mr.  Wright  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....    397 

Bnrch,  Benjamin,  Captain,  atatement  of,  to  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  caneee  of 
the  capture  of  WaahingUm  ...  1666 
Bamham,  Jamee.  (Bee  Cooiufge^  Uriah,) 
Burning  of  the  Capitol,  a  letter  from  the  Clerk 
of  the  Houae  to  the  Speaker  thereof,  in- 
forming them  of  the  dettmcticm  of  hie 
acoounta  hy  the,  by  the  enemy,  Ac,  ac- 
companied by  a  letter  from  hie  anbordi- 

natea 306 

Burwell,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  remarka  of,  on  the 
Bank  report  of  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means    ......    496 

Batlar,  Eire,  of  Vermont,  appeared  and  took  hb 

aeat 336 

C. 

Caldwell,  Captain  £.  B.,  atatement  of,  to  the 
Committee  of  Inquiiy  into  the  cauaea  of 
the  capture  of  Waahington    •        •        •  1668 
Calef,  AcmOi.    rSee  SMnniek,  Joeob.) 
Calhoun,  John  C.,  appeared  and  took  hia  leat  -    411 
apeech  of,  on  the  increaae  of  tazea  -    466 

remarka  of.  on  the  Volunteeri  bill  •  -631 
on  hia  reaolution  reapecting  the  Army  -  660 
apeech  of,  on  the  United  Sutea  Bank  -  687 
remark*  of,  in  explanation  of  hia  motion  to 

atrike  out  the  tnird  aection  thereof  -    616 

on  amendmenta  propoeed  to  the  aecond  aeo* 

tion  of  the  aame    .....     631 
on  recommitting  the  bill    -        .        -        .    643 
on  the  Senate'a  militia  bill         -        *        *    714 
on  indefinite  poatponement  of  the  aame     -    974 
on  the  Peace  jBatabliihment       -        .        -  1216 
apeech  of,  on  the  same      ....  1886 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Hanson     ....  1346 
Can  of  the  House,  members  present  at  a  .        -  1038 
Campbell,  George  W.,  letter  from,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquu7 ^"^^ 

Cannon,  Newton,  a  new  member  from  Tennes- 
aee,  in  place  of  Felix  Grundy,  reaigned, 
waa  qualified,  and  took  hia  seat      -        -    393 
apeech  of,  on  his  motion  to  recommit  the 

bm  taxing  spirits  distilled       -        -     694,699 
remarka  of,  on  the  motion  for  reduction  of 
the  Army  and  Navy      ....  1164 
Canton  Diatrict,  Ohio,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
annexing  certain  lands  to  the         -        -    771 
a  bill  to  that  efiect  twice  read    ...    998 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1071 
lead  ft  third  time,  and  pMsed     ...  1073 


Capture  of  Waalungton,  Mr.  Johnaon^  of  Kss- 
tocky,  anbmittad  a  reanlntjaa  far  a  am- 
mittee  to  inquire  into  the  cnoaes  if  Ik; 
d^;  which,  being  am^ndwl  to  aialt 
Alexandria,  waa  laid  on  the  table  -  •  385 
twice  read         -  -        -       >    •  XI 

amended,  on  motion  of  Mcaas.  Gaataa  uk 
Groarenor,  and  nnanimonsly  agreed  to  •  Cfi 
^       Mr.  Johnson  garo  e  hialoiy  of  whst  Ik 

committee  had  been  doing  -      •  9 

Mr.  J.  made  a  ▼olominona  npott,  wmi  mtmc 

that  it  be  printed S 

the  printing  ordered,  and  repett  rsfimed  t» 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole         -      -  « 
the  further  oonaidemtion  thereof  indefiaini? 

postponed  •        ...  IIS 

the  report  in  full,  aa  printed         -       -      •  Uj 
Caiberry,  Colonel  Henry,  ataCemeat  ei;  ts  tk 

Committee  of  Inqniiy    -        -       -      -  23 
Carmick,  Major  D.,  a  reaolution  fioss  theSaati 

expressing  the  thanka  of  rumnei  i»     •  l> 
twice  read,  and  ordeied  to  a  third  ntdiag •  l'.» 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed     -       -      •  li'T 
CarHagea,  a  bill  laying  dntioa  on,  twice  ree^  sad 

referred  -        -        -        .       .      .  B 

a  letter  from  the  GommiassoMr  of  the  Sc*- 

enne  on  the  subject  of  the  bill        .      •  0 
the  bill  reported   to   the    Hooee  wAmi 

amendment  •  •  -  ...  TV 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed  -  .  •  :fl 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  aJMndnesli  & 
which  were  agreed  to  >  .  .  •  $71 
CastUle,  John,  a  bUl  for  relief  of,  twiawel  •  ^* 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .      .     .  SO 

read  a  third  time^  and  peased    •       .     •  Mi 
Catlett»  Dr.  Hanaon,  atatement  ol^  la  tht  Con- 
mittee  of  Inquiry  into  the  eanaei  if  tk 
capture  of  Waahington  -  .      .  US 

Certain  Corpe  in  lieu  of  Militia,  a  bill  astkcsr 
ing  the  Preaident  to  receive  into  scnn. 

twice  read     - 1'-' 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased    •  - 1^^' 

Chalmera,  John,  jr.,  a  billlbr  relief  o( twice rcsd  S3 

ordeied  to  a  third  reading  *      '  ^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed     -       .      .  &ji 

Chambers  of  the  two  Housea,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Stanford,  a  jcnnt  committee  waa  appoiaV 

ed  to  inquire  whether  the  pneent,  csa  k 

so  altered  as  to  be  rendered  more  coave- 

nient ® 

the  Senate  refused  to  concur     -        .      .  fi) 
a  reaolution  from  the  Senate  on  theaae 
subject  -        -        -        -        -       -      - 1138 

agreed  to,  and  joint  committee  appointed  •  11^ 
Chaplain,  on   motion   of   Mr.    Davenport  the 

House  resolved  to  elect  a,  to-monow     -  ^ 
election  of  a-        -        -        -       --^ 

Chapman,  Christian.    (See  Shimmek,  Jaeeh.) 
Chappell,  John  S.,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat ^ 

Cheaapeake  Bay,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  pio- 

nde  for  exploring,  ^bc,  the    -  *  ^^ 

twice  read,  and  referred     -        -        .       .  1& 
Chevea,  Langdon,  Speaker,  attendance  oC  it  t^ 

opening  of  the  eeseion    -  .      .   31 

remarka of,  on  giving  hia  casting  vole  ^^  ^ 

move  the  Seat  of  GoTemment  -  ^ 

on  giving  hk  casting  vote  against  the  Bsi^ 

biU ^* 
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y,  BradboTj,  of  Nevr  Hampshire,  appeared 

and  took  hia  aeat 336 

D8|  appoiatment  of  standing  Committee  of    303 
denin,  David,  a  new  member  from  Ohio,  in 
place  of  Rain  Beall,  resigned,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat     ....    964 

L  of  the  Hoose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKim» 
the  Committee  of  Accounts  were    in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
compelling  the,  to  give  bond,  &c.  -        -  1110 
I  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read    -        -        .1116 
^committed      ......  1134 

eported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       .....  1147 

ead  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1163 
lection  of  a,  in  place  of  Patrick  Magruder, 
resigned         ......  1114 

rd,  Thomas,  and  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of 

twice  read,  dtc. 11 16 

>n,  John,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 336 

imarks  of,  on  the  Bank  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means    ...    496 
peech  of,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  Bank 
of  the  United  Sutes      ....    976 
ng  the  Militia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes, 
the  Military  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of    -        -    666 
lid  committee  reported  the  existence  of  a 

provision  for  - 687 

bill  making  provision  for,  twice  read        -  1133 
nended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading   -  1 148 
«d  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously   1 163 
me.  Admiral,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitted  copies  of  a  correspond- 
ence between  the  Secretary  of  State  and, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on   Foreign 

Afiairs 311 

e  correapondence  mentioned  above  -1281 

Brig.  General.  (See  Reward  ef  Folor.) 
ore  of  Customs,  d&c,  Mr.  IngersoTl  submit- 
ted a  reaolution  respeeting  provision  for 

certain  -        - 63W 

e  reaolation  negatived    ....    523 
ors  of  Direct  Tax  and  Internal  Duties,  a 
bill  to  fix  the  compensation  and  increase 
the  accountability  of,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred      1116 

Mrted  without  amendment     ...  1166 
lered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1176 

ommitted 1177 

ported  with  amendments,  and  again  or^ 
lered  to  a  third  reading         -        -        -  1193 
d  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1194 
amed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

ind  agreed  to 1268 

aa  Manulaetttring  Coikipany,  a  bill  to  in. 
x>rporate  the,  twice  read        -        -        -    413 
om  mi tted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
rict  of  Cotumbia  -        -       -        -        -617 
rce    and  Manu&ctures,  appointment  of 
bo  standing  Committee  of    -        -        -    303 
.  Bradley  submitted  a  resolution  to  sepa- 
ate  the  two  subjects,  and  appoint  a  com- 

littee  for  each 304 

],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -        •    306 
saries  of  Subsistence^  a  bill  authorixing 
ie  appointment  of,  twice  read       -       -  1101 
1  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .*       .  1131 


Page. 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the,  was  directed 
to  furnish  an  account  of  moneys  accruing 
to  the  Treasury  from  forfeitures,  dbc       -    767 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  a  bill  to  author- 
ise the,  to  employ  a  clerk  to  aid  him  in 
signing  licenses,  dec,  twice  read     -        .    668 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    553 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment    .......    618 

bill  liom  the,  on  the  subiea  of  duty  on  stills  1097 
Condict,  Lewis,  of  J^few  Jersey,  aj^ieared,  and 

took  his  seat  .....    806 

Congress,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  provide  by 
law  for  the  next  meeting  of,  twice  read    .  1868 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  1288 

Constitution,  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  submit- 
ted a  resolution  to  amend  the         -        .    384 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  d&c.    886 
that  portion  of  it  relating  to  a  Bank  of  the 

United  Stales  negatived         ...    339 
the  remainder  indefinitely  postponed  -        -  1101 
Mr.   Pickering  submitted    propositions    to 
amend  the     -----        -  1269 

Contingent  Expenses,  the  President  transmitted 

an  account  of  the  -        -        -        -        .  1067 

Contraets,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Condict,  the  report 
of  the  committee  appointed  in  April  last 
on  the  subject  of,  for  supplying  the  Army, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 

Bxpenditures 668 

a  bill  directing  the  manner  of  purchases  and, 

in  the  Navy  Department,  twice  read       -  1061 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1086 
Coolidge,  Uriah,  and  James  Bumham,  a  bill  for 

relief  of,  twice  read         -        -        .        .1116 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1153 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1164 
Corporal  Punishment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor, 
the  Military  Committee  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing or  amending  the  Rules  and  Articles 
of  War,  in  relation  to    ....  1108 
Correspondence,  between  the  American  and  Brit^ 

iah  Commissioners  at  Ghent  ...  1386 
Covington,  Brigadier  General.    (See  Reward  of 

Valor.) 
Cox,  William,  of  New  Jersey,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 308 

Cox,  J<^m  Palmer,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of        1144 

Crawfiird,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 308 

Creek  Lands,  Mr.  Harris  submitt^  a  resolution 
concerning  a  survey  of  the,  ceded  to  the 
United  Stetes        -        -        -        .        -  1178 
amended,  and  agreed  to    -        -        .        -1 178 
Croghan,  Colonel.    (See  Reward  of  Valor.) 
Crothjf  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Wilson  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....    418 
Crouch,  Edwsrd,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  end 

took  his  seat 308 

Cumberiand  Road,  a  Message  from  the  President, 

with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the        .        -  1086 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning  the        -  1111 

•  ^    •  ^d  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1 1 14 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1149 
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Caihing,  Genenl  T.  H.,  letter  fiom,  to  the  Oor- 

emor  of  Connecticat      ....  1779 
Cothbeitv  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  remarks  of,  on  Clio 

Senate  amendmenU  to  the  Bank  biU       .  io8S 
speech  oi,  oa  the  hill  fixing  the  Peace  Be- 

hlkhment 1833 

Cotts,  Thomas,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

of,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole    343 
the  report  reTorsed,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 

theuble 377 

the  HoQse  disagreed  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  conenrred 
in  that  of  the  Committee  of  Claims         -    6S9 

D. 

Dana,  Samuel,  a  new  member  from  Maasachn- 
setts,  in  place  of  William  M.  Richaidsont 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat       ««        •    606 
Dardin,  Amy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  the  pe- 
tiaon  ci,  (preeented  in  1804,)  was  nkf- 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims    ....    939 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read        -        -1083 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1134 
Davis,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 5S7 

Decatur,  Peny,  Porter,  and  Warrington,  a  con- 
current letter  lirom,  to  the  Committee  on 

Naval  Afiairs 1054 

Deserters,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  ezpedioncy  of  allowing  certain 
eiemptaons  10  those  who  take  up   -        -  1071 
Daaha,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  epeech  of,  on  the  Vel- 

unteeri  bill 636 

speechee  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  fie- 
tablishment   ....  190O,  18S3 

Destruction  of  Books  and  Papers,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Seybert,  the  heads  of  depanments 
were  directed  to  oommunicato  ench  inftr- 
matioA  as  may  be  in  their  power  relative 
to  the,  in  thsir  reepectivc  officee     -        -    453 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General  thereon    -    479 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  *        -        .    499 
report  of  the  Secreteiy  of  the  Treasury       •    616 
report  of  the  Seesslnry  of  State  -        -        -    691 
the  committee  appointed  on  the  Clerk's  ao- 

count  of  the,  reported     .        .        .        -    871 
statements  irom  the  Treasury^  War,  and 

Navy  Departments,  and  Land  Oflice    876,  876 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  Clerk's  letlar  1074 
various  documents  touching  the         •        -  1811 
of  the  Laws,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Inghaam 
the  Secretary  of  State  was  reqneeted  to 
cause  the  volnmee  of  the,  to  be  furnished 

to  members,' d&c 566 

Direct  Tax  and  Internal  Duties,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Oakley,  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieaeiiiy 
was  directed  to  report  the  amonat  of  a^ 
sessment,  amount  collected,  ftc,  wider 
the  act  to  assess  and  collect  a  •  -  377 
report  of  the  Secretarv  thereon,  relerrod  to 

the  Committee  of  W^ays  and  Means        -    394 
a  bill  to  lay  a,  dtc.,  twice  read»  and  com- 
mitted    871 

reported  with  amendmenti  ...  963 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  964 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMod  -  -  <  6^64^11^ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  aDMadbaoBto  1171 
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Direct  Tax,  d^&^— conttnaed. 
read,  and  referred 
reported,  and  one  amcndmewt 
Senate  and  House  both  insist,  wmd  t 

enoe  agreed  upon  ... 
the  former  agreed  to  the  eonfcRtter 
Discipline  of  the  Army,  report  fron  the 
of  ^^ar,  on  the  snbiocit  of 

Discriminating  Dutaea,  a  bill  from  the  Sew 
ooncemiag    -       -        -       ... 
twice  read,  and  committed  •     • 

reported  without  amenduMnt     > 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasrod     - 
Distreseed  Seamen,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bsf^ 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  M< 
instructed  to  inqnivB  into  die 
of  making  further  pro  vision  fer 
eating  masten  of  veseelB  fa 
a  bin  authorizing  the  Secretaiy  ef  Sun  *«i 

make,  an  allowance,  dec,  twice  nad      -  ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       .      •  y 

read  a  third  time,  and  psssBd     - 
District  of  Columbia,  appointment  eC  tke  ^MBii- 
ing  Committee  for  tho    -       .      .     .  ** 
Mr.  Stockton  submitted  a  tMSJstinB  <m- 
oeming  a  direct  tax  upon  the,  wkick  mi 

agreed  to       - ^ 

a  bill  laying  a  direct  tax  upon  tkc,cvxr 

read      -        -        -         -       .      -     -  .S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading'  -      -     •  I  ^ 

read  a  third  time*  and  paaard     •      .     •  I.^ 

Donation  of  Land,  a  bill  aollMeiBaff  ii<>^ 

sons  in  the  oervise  of  the  iiif  j  sftn  lis" 

come  within  the  United  and  daa  *• 

protection  of  the  United  lAifen,  tna 

read,  and  committed 

inddinitely  postponed        -       .      .     • 

Dougherty,  Thomas,  election  of,  as  CM  «f  if 

House,  in  place  of  P.  Ma^jtadw,  tmpd 

Douglas,  Brigadier  Goaeral  Hiagh»slsiffifflt. 

to  the  Committee  of  Iaveal%MiBa  d  tk 

cauaea  of  the  enptura  of  VTrnkn^ 

Doyle,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  ol^  twice  mi 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  psasfiri     - 

Drawback  of  Duties,  a  hill  from  the  Scmic  m 

oening  a«  on  oeilaia  aiticlas 

twice  read,  and  reforrod     - 

repotted  without  aaendmont 

indefinitely  poetponed 

Dnuy,  Willred.    (See  Gu^  MatHem,) 

DuvaU,  WUtiam  P.,  of  KeMckj, 

took  his  seat 

remarks  of,  on  the  repovt  af  the 

of  Waya  and  Means 
on  the  Volunteers  bill        -        -       -     - 
speech  oC  on  the  Militia  bin       -      -     * 
remarks  of,  on  recoaaidering  the  vels  ea  tkr 

BankbiU 

I>yMn,  Captain  Samuel  T.,  sentonca  ef  s 
martial  on     .       .       -       .      - 


J 

J 


3 


fi. 

Earle,  Slias,  of  South  CatoUna,  appemi  tf^ 
took  his  seat  ...... 

Barthquakes,  a  bin  for  relief  of  the  lahafaiisirti*' 
New  Madrid,  HILmsmn  Tairilsiy.  ^ 
sul&red  fimn  tha  late,  twica  read,  aad  » 
ArM    ..-.•-  J 
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kea — continaed.  P«ge« 

rted  with  amendmeBts,  and  ordered  to  a 
ird  reading  -        .        .        .        .  i078 

a  third  tirae,  and  paaeed     ...  107S 
ned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1 168 
h  were  concurred  in   -        -        .        .  ii54 
Iranch  Bridge  Companj,  Mr.  Kent  pre- 
ated  the  petition  of,  whldi  waa  referred 
the  Secretary  of  War         ...    3x0 
K>rt  from  that  officer  Uiereon,  referred  to 
9  Committee  ef  Claims       ...    705 
1  for  relief  of  the,  twice  read        *        .  1147 
a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...  1208 

Jonath«n  Bradley,  Mr.  Webster  pre- 
ited  the  petition  o(  re/erred        -        .    902 
tufns,  retorned  to  serve  as  delegate  from 
issouri  Territory,  was  qaalified,  and 

>k  his  seat 580 

Sarah,  and  Dorothy  Storer,  report  on 

B  petition  of       .....  1131 

I,  Mary.    (See  Frazer,  Solomon*) 

,  appointment  of  the  standing  Commit- 

)on 303 

r.,  remaits  o(  on  the  inoraase  of  t«xes   46S, 

467 
he  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 

d  Means 400 

le  Loan  biU        .....    532 

lis  report  disagreeing  to  the  Senate's 
nendment  of  the  Loan  bill  -        .        .661 
ie  resolution  reelecting  interest  to  pob* 
:  creditors   ......    505 

scommitting  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
the  Treasury,  addressed  to  tiie  Cem- 
ittee  on  the  Bank,  to  the  Committee  of 
''ays  and  Means  .        .        -        .        .091 
le  bill  laying  duties  on  raana&ctures  -    980 
!ply  to  Mr.  Baylies      -        .        .        .931 
(r.  Lewis's  resohitioii  concerning  Trea- 

ry  notes 1046 

ch  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Mititaiy  Peace 
itablishment        .....  X3Q5 
irks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  discrimi- 

iting  duties 1210 

irks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Stockton  -        -  1861 

d  ReTemie,  Mt.  Bppee  laid  on  the  Uble 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tteas- 

y,  showing  the 1178 

s  of  Appropriations,  the  Speaker  laid 
fore  the  House  the     ....  1068 
^avid  R.,  ef  South  Carolina,  appeared, 
id  took  his  seat 308 

liver,  Mr.  Ingersoll  presented  the  pcti- 

m  of;  referred 412 

1  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the  patent 

.Ac. 704 

:  twice 716 

nded,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  1101 
1  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  1108 

amuel,  letter  from,  to  the  Committee  on 

aval  Afiatn 1066 

^homas,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  the  peti- 

on  of;  referred 683 

Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  memo- 

■lof 1134 

ion  of  Specie,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the,  re«d 

>rice,  dec 1108 

onoftheeai|8«s»adch«Mteroft|itw«x  1410 


F. 


Page. 


-    410 


-    8}« 


09t 

981 

lOM 

1063 


Parish,  Thomas  B.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice,  dbc 1193 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown, 
Mr.  Lewis  presented  the  petition  of,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia   410 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  dtc.    -    641 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  1135 

Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
Mr.  Lewis  also  presented  the  petition  of 
the ;  referred  to  the  same 

Fanrow,  Mr.,  of  South  Caroliaa,  speech  of;  on  the 
remoYal  of  the  Seat  of  Government 
remarks  of,  on  recommitting  the  bill  laying 
a  du^  on  spirits,  dbc  .... 
speech  o^  on  the  militia  bill  -  -  • 
on  his  motion  to  amend  the  bank  bill 
on  Sunday  mails  ..... 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolntion  reelecting  the 

pay  of  members  .....  1131 
on  protested  bills  of  exchange  -  •  -1198 
on  the  Military  Peaee  Establishment  *        -  1233 

Fenwidi,  C^onel  John  R.,  opinions  of,  on  subsist* 
ing  the  Army        .... 

Field  Officers  of  Militia,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
eoncerning    ...... 

road  twice,  and  roferred     .... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
indefinitely  postponed        .... 

Finances,  roport  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  on  the         ..... 

report  of  the  Secrotary  of  the  Treasury  on 

the  state  of  the 

letter  iW>m  same,  with  additional  statements 
all  the  papers  above-mentioned,  in  fiiU 
Findley,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  appearod,  and  took 
his  seat 

Fiik,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  speech  oU  on  introdu- 
cing a  resolution  to  remove  the  Seat  of 

Government 311,  389 

speech  o^  in  reply  to  objections  to  his  reso- 
lution     818 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Jackson's  resolution  to 

amend  the  Constitution  .        .        - 
on  the  United  States'  Bank  bill 
speech  of,  on  the  same       ... 
nmarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gaston 
on  a  proposition  to  amend  the  bill 
in  opposition  to  Mr.  Calhoun's  proposition 

on  the  same  ..... 
on  recommitting  the  biU    ... 
in  explanation  of  .amendments  to  the  same 
on  reconsidering  the  vote  of  rejection 
on  the  second  Bank  bill- 
on the  reduction  of  the  Army  and  Navy 

Fisk,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  lemarka  of,  introductory 
of  a  resolution  granting  a  boun^  to  de 
sorters  from  the  enemy  ... 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  OaUey 
remarks  of,  on  the  rosolntions  compliment- 
ing certain  militttry  ofiicers     - 
on  the  Yolunteen  hill       -       -       - 
on  the  Bank  bill       -       •       •       - 
on  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  taxing 

qNrit8,dte. 697 

OB  the  classification  of  the  aiiitia  -  1139 

on  the  Paoco  Kstibliihmtnt      -  -  1816 


-  1743 


1107 
1110 
1138 

1177 

378 

1086 
1133 
1479 

303 


384 
601 
660 
681 
584 

688 

643 

988 

1029 

1048 

1166 


326 
388 

34f 
630 
630 
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Page. 
Floating  Batteries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  au- 

Uiorize  one  or  more        ....  1047 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  106S 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -1 103 

indefinitely  postponed        ....  1177 

Flotilla,  a  letter  from  Commodore  Bamej  on 

behalf  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  •  517 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  repeal  certain  acts 

concerning  the 1186 

read  twice,  and  referred    •        .        •        .  1191 
reported,  read  a  thbd  time,  and  passed,  with 
amendments          .....  1193 
Flojd»  Brig.  General.    (See  Reward  of  Vakr.') 
Foreign  Relations,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on       904 

Forfinted  Lands,  bill  concerning,  read  twice       -  1 177 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1187 
Forrest,  Joseph,  Mr.  Lewis  presented  the  peti- 
tion of;  referred    .....    398 
report  thereon,  adverse  to  the  claim   -        •    416 
whidi  was  concarred  in    -        •        •        *    613 
Forsyth,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  remarks  of,  on  the  hiH 

to  remove  the  Best  of  Government  -  •  388 
remttrks  of,  on  the  Volunteers  biU  -  6S0,  638 
in  opposition  to  Mr.  Calhoun's  bank  scheme  588 
on  striking  out  the  third  section  of  the  Bank 

bill 614,616 

oa  amending  the  same       •        -        .  >      .    686 
on  printing  and  referring  the  fiscal  letter  of 

the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasmy  -  -  693 
on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  the  Bank 

bill 1029 

on  the  new  Bank  bill         ....  1041 
on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  same    -  1081 
on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorpoimte  a 
Bank  of  the  United  Sutes      •        -        -1167 
Franklin,  Meshack,  of  North  Caroliaat  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 303 

Fraier,  Solomon,  and  Mary  Bcdeston,  report  on 

the  petition  of 1116 

agreed  to,  and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  directed  to  bring  in  a  bill     -        -  1154 

a  bill  for  relief  oi^  twice  read      ...  1169 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...  1177 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -        -1 187 

Fagitives  from  Justice,  Mr.  Jennings  submitted  a 

resolotion  concerning     ....  1018 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee    1038 

G. 

Gainesb  General  £.  P.,  remarks  oU  on  the  mode 

of  subsisting  the  Army  -        -        .        .  174 1 

Gallantry  and  good  conduct,  Mr.  Troup  reported 
sundry  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense 
of  Congress  of  the,  of  certain  officers 
therein  mentioned,  referred     ...    340 
(See  Brawn,  Scott,  4«.) 

Gamble,  William,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of    .......  1038 

twice*  read,  and  referred     ....  1039 

report  thereon 1116 

Garrison  Duty,  Mr.  Burwell  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  Military  Committee 
to  report  a  bill  concerning  the  reservation 
of  militia  for 951 

Gaston,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Johnson's  reso- 
lution to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
captors  of  Uie  CHy  of  Washington         .    399 


Gaston,  Mr. — continued.  ?r 

remarks  of,  on  the  repott  of  the  Cmaittt 

of  Ways  and  Means  -  .  .  .  yr 
on  the  resolution  to  iasoo  Treasazj  mm  •  S» 
on  the  bill  to  incorpormte  a  Baak  4  tW 

United  States ak 

speech  of,  on  the  same  -  -  56,tf&,  K 
on  the  Militia  bill  -  -  -  -  .  CS 
remarks  of,  on  iudefinile  poal|MaaBat  a 

the  same  -         -        .       .     .  e 

on  the  bill  from  the  SeiMto  to  '"*"f'«  1 

United  Statea  Bank        -        .      .     .  ..f 
General  Land  Office,  report  fimn  the  rwmii 

aioner  of  the  -        -        -        .      .     .  r 
report  on  the  subject  of  forfeited  hadi      •  < 
Georgetown  College,  petition  of  the,  pnyia;  la- 

thority  to  confer  degroea,  refemd 
a  bUI  to  tiiat 


Georgia,  a  bill  to  revive  and  continue  talatilkf 
act  declaring  the  assent  of  CongrsBto  u 
act  of  the  State  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third 
indefinitely  postponed 
German  Baptista,  dbc,  Mr.  Lewis  pcesesled  tiir 
petition  oi,  praying  to  be  exempted  fee 
bearing  arms,  referred     -        ... 
Gerry,  Elbridge,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  tmkm* 
imng  a  certain  payment  to  the  wiiamgi  - 
twice  read,  and  committed 
indefinitely  postponed         -       ... 
Ghent  Commissioners,  the  Praaident  musii  1  fi>  if 
the  last  communication  reeefwifisntbt, 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  icfaiiA  - 
the  President  also  tranemitted  eopai  d  ^ 
instructions  given  to  the,  as  to  fbe  hn 
of  a  Treaty  of  Peace       .        .      -      • 
Gholson,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  remarks  «^  ae  (k 
Volunteers  bill       -        .... 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Hawkiae  •     • 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Mifitia  &21 
on  the  bill  filing  the  Peace  EstahfialiaMtf  ■ 
Gilpin,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Seybat  pR- 
sented  the  petition  of     -        ... 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Wap  eai 
Means  ••.....• 
Girard,  Stephen,  Mr.  Ingeraoll  preaentsd  the  pe- 
tition a£,  rehired    -        ...      * 
(See  Notet  of  BankM^  <|«.) 
Glasgow,  flogh,  of  PennsylvmniB»  appeared,  ui 
took  his  seat  -.-..• 
Gold  and  SUver  Watches.    (See  Jimisdbtf  Fsi^ 

niturt,  4*0 
Gold,  Silver,  and  Plated  Ware,  dtc,  a  Ul  lajiax 
duties  on,  twice  read      .        .       .      • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .       <      • 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed 
Goldsborough,  Charies,  of  Maryland,  appeared, 
and  took  his  seat    .        .       .       -      • 
remarks  o^  on  the  relief  of  Barney  *t  flonlU 
men      -..---• 
on  the  Peace  Establishment 
Goods  and  Merchandise,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Ut- 
Kim,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meass 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  exp^ 
diency  of  imposing  duties  upon  all,  oov 
free       ---.--• 
a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
reed  a  third  time,  and  paaed 
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foods  and  Merchandiao— continaed.  Page. 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta    998 
agreed  to  in  part,  and  disagreed  to  in  part  •  1088 
conferees  appointed  -        •        .        •        •  1068 
their  report  agreed  to,  and  the  House  re* 
ceded     .......  1086 

OTernment,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 

the  support  of,  read  twice,  and  reftrred   •  1107 
reported,  with  an  amendment  .        •  1116 

the  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  the  bill  to  a  thiid 

reading 1117 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  mo 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendrnMita  1148 
and  concurred  in        .        -        •        •        .  1163 
■eat  Britain,  papers,  dec,  embracing  our  rata* 

tionswith 1981 

iifin,  Isaac,  of  Pennsjlvania*  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 80S 

twTenor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Johmon's 

resolution  of  inquiry,  dec.        ...    309 

speech  of,  on  the  proposed  bounty  to  British 
deserters        ......     330 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  remove  the  seat  of 

Government •    888 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means  ....  497 
speech  of,  on  the  Loan  bill  ...  491 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  bill  ...  589 
remarks  of,  on  recommitting  the  bill  con- 
cerning spirits  distilled  ....  697 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Sharp  -  •  788 
remarks  of,  on  the  amended  Bank  bill  •  1043 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  same 1061 

remarks  of,  on  the  classification  of  militia  -  1128 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  reduce  the 

Army  and  Navy 1 164 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Es- 
tablishment    1890 

ly,  Matthew,  on  motion  of  Mr.  IngersoII,  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing  a  bounty  to,  for  capturing  five 
prisoners  by  himself  alone     ...    990 
a  bill  to  compensate,  and  others^  twice  read  1068 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1085 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1085 

H. 

le,  William  H.,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  •    453 
J,  BoUtngy  of  Georgia,  appeared,  and  took  his 

seat        -        -        -        -        -        -        -    308 

remarks   of,  on  his  resolution    respecting 

Treasury  notes 657 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gaston      •        •    559 
remarks  of,  on  reconsidering  the  vote  re- 

jecUng  the  Bank  bill      -        -        -        -  1087 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 

pay  of  members 1188 

lowell,  Edward,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 

and  committed 1118 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1 164 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1169 
ison,  A.  C,  of  Maryland,  remarks  of,  on  re- 
moving the  Seat  of  Government     -        -    888 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  print  the  oom- 
muDieaftions  fiiom  Ghent        -       -       -    881 
speach  of,  on  the  Loan  bill     -        •     .  -    608 


Page. 
Hanson,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Bank  bill  •        •    656 
remarks  of,  on  the  amended  Bank  bill        -  1048 
remarks  of,  on  the  reduction  of  the  Army 

and  Navy 1165 

speech  of,  on  the  Peace  Bstablishment       •  1834 
Harris,  Mr.,  of  Tennessee,  remarks  of,  on  his 
motion  respecting  the  kind  of  money  paid 
to  troops        ......    555 

speech  of,  on  the  Militia  bill      -        •        -    865 
TsmarlrB  o4  on  the  reaolatum  respectiiig  the 

Creek  lands UTS 

Harrison,  Major  General  Wm.H.  (See  Rnoard 

of  Yahr.) 
Hasbiouek,  Abraham,  of  New  Yoik^  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 388 

Hawkins,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  speech  of,  on  re* 

moval  of  theSeat  ofUovernment    -        •    318 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Oomfflittee 

of  Ways  and  Means       ....    441 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  report ...    497 
remarks  of,  on  the  Volonteen  bill      -        -    580 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  Uni- 
ted Sutea' Bank    585 

remarks  of,  on  the  indefinite  postponement 

of  the  MiUUa  biU 978 

remarks  oC  on  raoonsidering  the  vote  reject* 

ing  the  Bank 1089 

remarks  o^  on  Mr.  Law*a  motion  respecting 

Treasuiy  notes      .....  1046 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  Bank  bill 1080 

remarks  of,  on  his  motion  concerning  pro- 
tested bills  of  exchange  -  ...  1196 
Henderson,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  new 
member,  in  place  of  Jonathan  Roberts,  ap- 
pointed a  Senator,  was  qualified,  and  took 
hiaseat  ...•••    688 

Hickman  and  Dickson  counties,  Tennessee,  an 
adverM  report  on  the  petition  of  the  in- 
habitants of,  in  relation  to  the  operation 

of  the  direct  Ux 1096 

Hill,  Jeremiah,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  1 146 
Historical  or  Antiquarian  Society.    (See  Atdi' 

qumnan  Society*) 
Hite,  (Jeorge,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of, 

concurred  in-        .....  1104 
Hodgkinson,  Ann,  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

of,  concurred  in      -        -        •        -        -  1073 
Hodgson,  Rebecca,  report  on  the  petition  o^  re- 

lerred  to  a  Committee  of  the^  Whole       -    514 
concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table    753 
Hopkins,  Samuel,  of  Kentucky,  appeared,  and 

tookhisseat 376 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Gommitlae 

of  Ways  and  Means       ....    456 
remarks  of,  on  the  Volunteers  bill       -        -    519 
^eech  of,  on  the  Militia  bill        -        -        -    860 
speech  of,  on  the  Peace  Establishment        -  1810 
Horses  of  the  Mounted  Volunteers,  under  Gov* 
ernor  Shelby,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Desha, 
the  Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
ising payment  for  the,  that  were  lost,  dice.    560 
lest  in  the  Creek  campaign,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Brown,   sintilar   instructions  were 
given  in  relation  to        -        -        -        -    640 
report  from  the  Committee  read        -        -    751 
a  bill  authorising  payment  for,  twice  read  -  1144 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  1867 
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Hdaie  of  Ra^xeavoMvrt;  membws  prtwnt  at 

meetuigoftbe        .....    901 
cloaiDgbiiainaMof  Ui«        ....  1274 
MipplemanUl  journal  of  the      ...  1S76 
HovMhold  FBraitmre,  Ac,  a  biH  laying  dotiM 

on,  twice  read  .....  800 
ordered  to  a  third  raading  ...  960 
read  a  third  time,  and  paeeed  ...  967 
returned  from  the  Seaate  with  anendmeiite  1013 
reCirfed  to  the  ComHUttee  of  Wwyn  and 

Means  -  -   .    -        -        -  1014 

their  report  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole 1086 

a  diaagreement  reported,  and  eononrred  in  1096 

ihe  Senate  insiat 1088 

the  Hoaaa  reeede  firom  theb  dieagreement  -  1080 
a  bill  to  amend  the  aet  laying  dutiee  eo, 

twiee  read     ...... 

read  a  third  time,  and  paeeed     ... 
returned  from  the  Benato  with  amendmeate 
read,  and  lelerred     •        •        •        .        •  1174 
reported  wHh  an  amendment  to  the  amend* 

mente,  in  whidi  both  Houeee  agree 
Howell,  Nathaniel,  of  New  Yoik,  appeared  and 

took  hie  eeat  ..... 

Hnlbert,  John  W,,  e  new  member  from  M aoM- 

choeetts  in  place  of  Daniel  Dewey,  re 

eigned,  wae  qnalified  and  took  hie  eei 
Httll,  Commodore  leaae,  letter  from,  to  the  Naval 

Homiliation  and  Prayer,  Mr.  Clopton  eabmiMed 
a  leMlntion  liMr  a  joint  committee  to  wait 
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700 
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on  the  President,  and  reqaeet  him  to  re- 
commend a  day  of,  twice  read  •    600 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...    613 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    616 
the  committee  appointed    -                •        -    641 
on  motion  of  Mr.  McKtm,  the  House  deter- 
mined  not  to  eit  to-morrow  (being  the 
day,  18Ui    Jan  nary,  appointed   by  the 

President,  dec) 1066 

the  President's  Prodamatica,  recommend- 
ing a  day  of  »  -  1888 
Homphreys^  Mr.,  remaiks  of,  on  reeommilting 

the  1411  conoerning  epirito  diatilM  -        -    698 
on  the  reeolntion  respecting  Creek  lands    -1173 
Hungerferd,  John  P.,  of  Virginie,  eppeared  and 

took  his  seat 383 

statement  oi;  to  the  Committee  of  Inqniiy 
into  the  caases  of  the  captnre  of  Wash- 
ington, dec 1669 

Hurlbnrt,  John  C,  a  bill  Irom  the  Senate  lor  the 

relief  of,  twice  read        ....    773 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -871 

read  a  third  time,  and  poetponed  -    903 

biU  finally  passed 066 

Hynmn,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -    716 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1074 

read  a  third  time,  and  passsd     .       >        •  1076 

I. 

Illinois  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stephenson 
the  Committee  on  Pnblie  Lands  were  in- 
straded  concerning  claims  to  land  in     •    640 
a  bUl  in  relation  to  such  claims,  twice  read  1108 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -  1119 

reed  a  third  time,  and  pessed     ...  1180 
retamed  from  the  Senato  with  amendmeate 
and  concaned  in  .       .       •       .       .  1194 
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a  bill  declaring  the  powen  tt  the  Upit 

tare  of,  twice  read  ...  i;: 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  dnd  mfef  •  ID 
read  a  third  time,  and  pamed    -     •    •  !S 
Importe  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  from  tbe  Scufcb- 
iher  to  ptvride  for  the  aJktandk 

tics  on  - S 

twice  read  - -^ 

read  a  third  time^  and  psssed    • 
Income  Tax,  Mr.  KiOwnm  sahmitted  tmsii- 
tion  concerning  an,  which  vai  isM  ts 

be  printed      - •' 

Indemnification  of  oertain  daimmlisfM 
in  MiBsbsippi,  a  bill  fr^m  theftaaefe^ 
ther  sBpplementaiy  to  the  set 
for         -        .        .       .      - 
twiee  read,  aad  committed 
read  a  thiid  time,  and  pasmd    • 

Indiana  Territory,  Mr.  Jenaiaci  pmote^t 
mem<mal  of  the  Lcgislstore  oif,  jfttiai  ■  1 

another,  from  the  aame,  re^ecdnf  'ba  Jd- 
didary,  referred     -       •      .     .    • « 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  coarCiof  jeHiBiBt 

read  twice j 

refoned  to  the  Committee  of  Ae  Wbaie  ;' 

reported  without  amendnent,  ted  s^ 

to  a  third  reading \i 

read  a  third  time,  and  ptsmd  •    •    'J 
returned  from  the  SenstewithuKBtett  j 
and  concorred  in       -       .>•*'' 
Mr.  Jennmgs  presented  a  pedaMiTti^^ 
habitanto  of,  praying  that  nU  TniiiiT 
may  be  erected  into  a  State  •    •    '  ^'  ^ 
Indian  Treaties,  a  Message  from  tb«N|^ 
transmitting  copies  of  certeiOfR^n^*, 
the  Committee  of  Wsye  ma  Maw    •  " 
Ingersoil,  Mr.,  of  PennsylTania,  rtoiib  <i« 
his  resolution  respecting  eolkcus-    ' 
speeches  on  the  hiU  topurchaamaDi^  J 

Toseolo  -        •  *      '         '  I 

on  the  United  Statee  Bank  Ul-     *    '' 
remarks  o^  on  recommittiiig  the Ul^  g 

spirita,  dbc.    -        -       '      '     '      I 
speech  of,  on  the  MiUtia  faiU     '     '.    ' 
remarks  of,  on  introducing  e  mmb^'  j 

grant  a  bounty  to  Mttthew  G«jr  '    *  ^ 
on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejediDf  tbeiw' 

bill  -  .  '  '  '  '  \ 
on  the  Senate's  emendmefiU  to  t^  ""S 
speech  of,  on  the  vote  of  thiiikit*w*"^ 

Jackson         -        -       "      *     *i  «  ' 
on  the  resoluUon  for  ledadiK  tbe  W  J 

and  Navy      -        .-•*'" 

Ingham,  Mr.,  of  Pennsyl^nM  nB»^  ^!^ 

the  report  of  the  Way«e»d)i«"^ 

on  the  bUl  to  incorporate  tbe  UiiiM  ^ 

Bank    .       -       •      •     V^k 

speech  of,  on  the  amendmeati  pnp^  ^^ 
Mr.  Calhonn         -  *     '  ^ 

remarks  oU  on  the  motion  \»mi^ 
third  section 

on  recommitting  the  bill  to  ft 

tee        •        -       -       -     ' 

■WW  « 

on  the  amended  bill  propoeM  -     *_ 

■actions  to  PlanipotsntiaM  »•  n^ 

ticatod  Mipiia  of  tbi,irii»^*^ 

ordered,  with  ceitain  eseipli^ "  ^ 

printed-  •       -     '     " 
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tercourse  with  the  Enemy,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Fiik,  the  Judiciary  Committee  were  in- 
utrocted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  further  provision  to  prevent        -    806 
on  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  same  commit- 
tee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
punishment  of  persons  who  hold    -        -    691 
a  bill  to  prohibit,  read  twice       ...    757 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        -  1068 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        -  1061 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amendment  1111 
read,  and  concurred  in       -        -        .        -  IJ16 
documents  in  relation  to    -        -        .        -  1821 
rest  to  Public  Creditors,  Mr.  Bradley  submit- 
ted a  resolution  concerning    .        .        -    666 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table 559 

•nal  Duties,  estimatos  of  products  of  existing  1094 
lid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  read  twice  1171 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  .  1266 
read  a  third  time^  and  passed  -  -  .  1266 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  concurred  in - 
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Johnson,  Richard  M.,  of  Kentucky,  remarks  of, 
on  his  resolution  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  the  capture  of  Wash- 

ington 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means       .... 
on  the  Volunteers  bill        -       619,  620,  626,  641 
on  his  motion  to  print  the  report  of  his  com- 
mittee    

on  the  Militia  bill      ....        I 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same 
Johnson,  James,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  scat          .        . 
Judgmento  of  Record,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  concerning 
Judicial  System,  a  bill  further  to  extend  the,  read 
twice,  and  committed     .... 
Jndidary,  appointment  of  the  stending  Commit- 
tee on  the      
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g,  William,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  •--... 

remarks  of,  on  the  Volunteers  bill       .        I 

J. 

on,  John  G.,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat  -        -        .        . 
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emarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  amend  the 

Constitution-        .  .        .     335335 

poech  of,  on  the  Loan  bill  .  .  -  602 
smarks  o^  on  his  resolution  to  reduce  the 

Army  and  Navy Uq^ 

peech  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Es- 

tabliBhment  -  -  -  -  -1207,1260 
►n,  Richard,  jr.,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared. 

and  took  his  seat   -        -        .        , 

n.  Major  General  Andrew,  a  resolution  from 
the  Senate,  expressing  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to,  &c 

ad  twice,  and  amended 
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696 


303 
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ad  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously 

as  amended 

e  Senate  disagreed  to  the  amendment,  and 
the  House  of  Representatives  insisted      -1174 
6  House  of  Representetives  asked  a  con- 
ference,  which  was  agreed  to  -        -        -1182 
>dification  reported  by  the  managers  con- 


curred in 


1191 


J  Senate  agreed  to  the  same  unanimously  1194 
n's  Library,  a  joint  resolution  from  the 
Senate  authorizing  the  purchase  of,  i«ad 
wice      "•--•*..    370 
ended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    41 1 
d  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    412 
ill  from  the  Senate  in  pursuance  of  said 
eaolation      ......    Y15 

il^'^ico 75J 

1  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  no6 
Weston,  and  -others,  a  bill  concerning,  I 

l^^^.^'T^    •       ;        -        -        -        -1068 
1  a  third  tune,  and  passed     -        .        .  1086 

I,  Jonathan,  a  Delegate  from  Indiana, 

ppeared^  and  took  his  seat    -        -        .    303 
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Kennedy,  William,  of  North  Carolina,  anpeaied. 

and  took  his  seat  -        -        .     *^»7^ "j 

speech  of,  on  the  Militia  bill       -        .        . 

Kilboum,  James,  of  Ohio,  appeared,  and  took  his 

aeat 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  strike  out  (he 

third  section  of  the  Bank  bill  • 
on  his  proposition  of  a  plan  for  a  National 
Bank 

on  the  recommitment  of  the  bill  concerning 
spirito  distilled       -        •        .        •        . 

on  amending  the  Senate  bill  lor  calling  out 
the  militia,  dbc.       -        .        .        .        .    714 
King,  William  R.,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 393 

King,  Cyrus,  of  Massachusette.  remarks  of,  on 

extending  the  bounty  on  prisoners  -        .    348 

■peech  o(  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  -        -        .        .        .    441 

on  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  fill- 
ing the  ranks  of  the  Army      ...    720 

on  the  bin  fixing  the  Peace  Esteblishraent  •  1246 

L. 

Lake  Champlain,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  the 
Naval  Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expedient^  of  providing  for 
the  vessels  captured  by  Commodore  Mac- 
donoughon  -•-...  ng^ 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice,  dbc.     •        -  1193 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        .  1267 
Lambert,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the 
memorial  of,  and  various  reporte  and  doe*  * 
umente  accompanying  it,  were  refemd  to 
a  select  committee         .... 
report  of  the  said  committee      ... 
Land,  Mr.  Kilboum  presented  a  petition,  praying 
that  the  price  of,  to  actual  setUers  may  be 
fixed  at  12}  cente  per  acre     ... 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands    661 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of, 
for  the  use  of  the  United  Stetes,read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        .  llOl 
read  a  third  time^  and  passed     ...  1102 
Land  Titles,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Oaston,  the  Com* 
mittee  en  Public  Lands  were  instractod 
to  inquire  concerning    ....  104^ 
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a  biU  supplementaxy  to  the  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of,  in  the  State  of  Looiaiana 
and  Territory  of  Miasourit  read  twice      -  1163 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         •        -        -  1177 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1187 
Landais,  Peter,  the  Speaker  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  which  was  laid  on  the  table        -    383 
Lattimore,  William,  delegate  from  Mississippi, 

appeared,  and  took  his  seat    ...    303 
LftYall,  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.,  statement  o(  to 

the  Committee  of  InTestigation,  dtc       •  1654 
LaWy  Lyman,  of  Connecticut,  appeared,  and  took 

huseat 333 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  laying  duties  on  house* 

hold  furniture,  ice,         ....    939 
speech  of,  in  explanation  of  his  resolution 
respecting  Treasury  notes       ...  1145 
Law,  John,  statement  of,  to  the  Committee  of 

InTestigation,  &c 1699 

Lawnnce,  Major.    (See  lUwardof  Valor.) 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jennings,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  publishing 
the,  within  the  Territories      •        .        -    533 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  publication  of  the,  dice, 
twice  read      -----.    563 

lead  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    556 
resolutions  from  the  Senate,  relating  to  the 

distribution  of  the  -        ...        -  1356 
read  three  times,  and  passed      ...  1256 
Laad  Mines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Easton,  a  com* 
mittee  was  appointed  to  inquire  intir  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the  public,  dtc.         ...  1131 

a  bill  concerning  the,  twice  read         •        •  1 147 
Lefferts,  John,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat  ......    310 

Lewis,  Mr^  of  Virginia,  remarka  of,  on  Mr.  John- 
son's resolution      .        .        -        -        .    308 
speech  of,  on  the  removal  of  the  Seat  of  €kHr- 
emment        ......    313 

remarks  of^  on  the  location  of  the  Bank  of 

the  United  States 568 

speech  of,  on  the  MiUUa  bill      -        •        -    772 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  repairing  the  pub- 
lic buUdings  1134 

Lewis,  Edwin,  an  adTsrse  report  on  the  petition 

o(  ooneurred  in      -        -        -        -        -    342 
Libraiy*  a  resolution  from  the  Senate,  for  a  joint 

committee  on  the  -  •  •  -  -  310 
ooncurred  in,  and  a  committee  appointed  -  311 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  provide  a  room 

for  the 1186 

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1191 
read  a  thiid  time,  and  passed    ...  1367 
Licenses  to  Distillers,  a  bill  sopplemsntary  to  the 

act  laying  duties  on,  twice  reed       -        -  1070 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1073 
Licenses  to  Retailers,  dbc,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Ghobon,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  laying 

duties  on 342 

«  bill  to  that  effisct  twice  ready  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1096 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        .        -  1101 
retarned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 
ment      1107 

was  concurred  in    -        -        -        *  1110 
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ill 


Lindsey,  James,  an  advene  repoit  oa  iht  piii- 

tion  o(,  concurred  in      -      •    .    . 

Loan,  a  bill  to  authorize  a,  read  twin    -     • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •    ■    • 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  UBeBbB& 

and  referred  - 

the  amendments  disagreed  to    •     •   ■ 
a  message  fi^m  the  Senate  iimdns.  a^i 
conference  agreed  to      -      •     •    ■ 
report  of  the  managers  ooDCDncdia  •    • 
a  biU  supplemental  to  the  acti  aabKOi 
a,  for  the  respective  aams  of  tMrn^in 
and  three  miUions,  twice  mil      •    • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •     ■ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  ta 

ment,  and  concurred  in       •     * 

a  bill  to  authorise  a,  twice  reid  '     - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •     • 

a  list  of  persons  who  subscribed  totJK 

Loan  Office,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JohsffiB.  ^ 

Committee  of  Ways  and  MeiBive«b 

stnicted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpe&Kj^ 

establishing  a,  in  Kentucky  •     -    - 

Losses  in  the  Creek  War,  Mr.  LattimoRfR^ 

ed  the  petition  of  the  he^pthsat^^t» 

sipfM,  praying  indemnificstiosfc^icfeie^ 

Lotteries,  a  bill  to  lay  a  duty  oo,  twice  mi  e< 

referred  -         -        -      •     -    " 

reported,  with  amendments 

oidered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •    ' 

Louisiana,  and  New  Orieans,  a  Te«tf«  ^ 

the  Senate,  expressive  of  thelii^^* 

entertained  by  Congress  of  the  po**  ., 

&&.,  of  the  people  of      •      *     *    ' ::. 

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  m^ ' ;;, 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  viua^  ' 

Lowndes,  William,  of  South  Ctio)iiia,iff(>(^  ^ 

and  took  his  aeat    -       -      *     '    ' 

remarka  of,  on  the  bounty  on  priiOBm 

remarks  of,  on  the  Voluateen  hiU    * 

remarks  of,  on  small  armed  vessels  • 

remarks  of,  in  support  of  Mr.  Csiwa*  ^ 

Bank  plan     -        -       -      -     '    ' 
remarks  of,  on  striking  out  the  third  isb«  J 
of  the  Bank  bill     -       '      '     '^  ' 
remarks  of,  on  reducing  the  cspitsl  el »  i 

same     -        -        -       -      ". .  '      i] 
remarks  of,  on  classifying  the  nu^^'    ' ,  | 
lemarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  Bask  biQ     ' 
remarks  of,  on  the  biU  fixing  U»  Pe««  ^  , 

tablishment   -        -       '      '      .i^ 
Lyman,  Justin  and  Eliaa,  report  on  ibf  l*w^  ^ 

of         -        -        -       *      *  -L  J 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tte»t7  ^ 
on  the  claim  of     -  .     •    ' " 

M. 

Macdonoogh,  Com.  Thomas,  joist  ^^ 

from  the  SMiate  in  honor  o(  "^r^ 

cars,  dfcc,  under  his  commsBd,  ttnten*^  ^ 

and  referred  -  *      '     "    .  I 

reported,  without  amendaent  •     '      , 

read  a  third  time,  and  ps«ed  onau w*«^ ., 

letters  from,  to  the  Secretary  of  »»»•  ^7 

Macon,  Mr.,  of  North  Csrolins,  remartijA* ^ 

die  femoval  of  the  Seat  of  Gewtf^^ 

on  leoonsidaring  the  vote  i^iicliBg  w  "■^ 
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,  Mr.— coniinaed.  .  Page. 

,  the  clasaification  of  the  militia      •        -  1 130 
eech  of,  ob  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Eetab- 
lishmeDt        ......  1289 

ler,  Patrick,  Clerk  of  the  Houeei  reaumed 
hie  duties       ......    301 

letter  from,  to  the  Speaker,  respecting  the 
destruction  of  his  vouchers    ...    953 
resolution  directing  credit  to  be  allowed 
to,  on  Touchers  destroyed        ...  1094 
r.  Clark  submitted  a  resolution  to  remove, 

from  office,  read 1085 

e  farther  consideration  of  the  resolution 
postponed      ......  nOO 

:ter  from,  resigning  his  office,  laid  on  the 

table 1107 

signation  of,  accepted,  and  a  successor  ap- 
pointed   1114 

ictures,  duties  on.  (See  Goodt,  Ware$,  <^c.) 
,  Edward,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  au^ior- 
izing  the  release  of        -        .        .        .1176 
ad  twice,  &c«  .        .        .        .        .1 195 

ad  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1358 
»    John,    correspondence    of,    with    Mr. 
Barclay,  on  the  subject  of  prisoners  of 

war 1369 

Ltemeot  o^  to  the  Committee  of  Investi* 

gation 1726 

igers  and  Servants  of  the  House,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  compensation 
of  tho,  was  fixed  and  ordered  to  be  paid  1254 
y  Establishment,  appointment  of  a  select 

committee  on  the 304 

bill  authorizing  the  President  to  augment 
the  present,  twice  read  ....    432 
definitely  postponed        ....  n69 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the,  twice  read,  d&c.  -        .        .        .1 143 
ipers  on  the  subject  of  the  improvement 
and  increase  of  the        .        .        .        .  1507 
eace  Establishment,  a  bill  fixing  the,  twice 

read  and  referred 1178 

ported  without  amendment  ...  1209 
dered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1264 
ad  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1254 
bill  making  appropriations  ibr  support  of 
the,  twice  read  .....  1256 
ad  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1257 
e  bill  to  fix  the,  was  returned  from  the 
Senate  with  amendments,  and  disagreed 

to  -        - 1266 

le  Senate  insisted,  and  a  conference  was 

agreed  to 1257 

odifications  reported  by  the  managers  were 

accepted 1273 

le  Senate  also  returned  the  second  bill 
with   amendments,  which  were   agreed 

to 12T4 

7  and  Naval  Committees,  Mr.  Ingersoll 
submitted  a  resolution  instructing  the, 
respectively,  to  bring  in  bilb  to  classify 
the  male  population,  and  gradually  to  add 
to  the  ships  in  service  ....  757 
i>  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on 

the 304 

ie  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  Indiana  Territory,  pray- 
ing payment  for  their,  referred  to  the  8ec- 
lelaiyofWac 335 


886 


Militia— continued.  Page. 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Cooper,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  instructed  to  make  report  of  the 
claims  of  the  several  States,  on  account 
of  advances  made  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  their 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  call  on  the,  for  their  respective 
quotas  of,  d&c,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 

reported  without  amendment,  and  referred 
to  a  select  committee     .... 

reported  with  amendments         ;.        .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    988 

the  Senate  agreed  to  some,  and  disagreed  to 
other  amendments  .... 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .... 

all  the  amendments  insisted  on,  and  confer- 
ence appointed       ..... 

managers'  report  partially  concurred  in 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  Commit- 
tee on  the,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  amending  the  act  for 
calling  out,  dec.      .... 

Mr.  Rich  submitted  a  resolution  for  a  classi- 
fication of     -        .        .        .        .        . 

referred  to  the  Conunittee  of  the  Whole    - 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  claims  ibr  the  services 


715 
751 
908 


961 
968 

976 
9U4 


-  nil 


1135 
1130 


of 


1170 
1171 


1186 


-  1874 


1189 


-  1104 


twice  read,  and  referred     .... 
reported  without  amendments,  and  referred 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged, 
and  bill  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  - 
Militia  Bounty,  a  motion  of  Mr.  Easton  on  the 
subject  of,  negatived       .... 
Militia  Fines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the 
Committee  on  the  Militia  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  the  remission  of  - 
Miller,  Morris  S.,  of  New  York,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 308 

speech  of,  on  reconsidering  the  vote  reject- 
ing the  Bank 

in  reply  to  Messrs.  Bamett  and  Sharp 
on  the  Militia  bill      ..... 
Minor,  Colonel  George,  statement  of,  to  the 

Committee  of  Investigation  • 
Minors,  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  author- 
izing the  enlistment  of,  negatived  - 
Mint,  a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  transmitting  the  report  of  the 
Director  of  the 1067 

Mississippi  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Latti- 
more,  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of^ 
presented  m  February  last,  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee  ....  308 
on  motion  of  the  same,  the  said  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  Council 

a  bill  further  to  extend  the  right  of  soffi'age 
in,  twice  read        •        -        .        • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .       • 

read  a  third  time,  and  pused     ... 

a.  bill  ibr  quieting  and  adjusting  daims  to 
land  in,  twice  read        .... 

third  letdiiig  negatived     ....  1069 
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775 


-  1667 
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310 
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Mifaimippi  Territory — continued.  Page. 

Mr.  Laltimore  preiented  a  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  for  an  additional 

jttc^e 1046 

also  a  petition  praying  authority  to  form  a 

Convention,  dbc,  referred       ...  1065 
a  bill  to  admit,  into  the  Union,  dbc,  twice 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table        -  1187 
Miiaouri  Territory,  Mr.  Eaiton  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legiilature  o(  praying  Con- 
gress to  adopt  some  measures  of  defence 

for IIU 

Moore,  Nicholas  K.,  of  Maryland,  appeared  and 

took  bis  seat 336 

Monis,  Com.  Charles,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Naval 

Committee 1067 

Moaeley,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  militia       -        -    630 
Mottow,  John,  report  on  the  petition  of,  read     •    002 
Mounted  Volunteers,  dtc,  Mr.  Kilbcum  submit* 
ted  a  resolution,  respecting  provision  for 
payment  of  losses  sustained  by  the         -  1111 
resolution  amended,  and  agreed  to      -        -  1 120 
McKee,  Samuel,  of  Kentucky,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 303 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  amend  the 

Constitution 336 

remark!  of^  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means       ....    441 
remarks  of^  on  the  Bank  bill      -        -        -    496 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  Militia  bill        -    713 
remarks  of,  on  reconsidering  the  vote  reject- 
ing the  Bank  bill 1027 

remarks  of,  on  amending  the  Bank  bill       -  1044 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  same 1080 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 

Creek!  lands 1172 

McKxm,  Alexander,  of  Maryland,  appeared,  and 

took  hit  scat 308 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  purchase  small 

armed  vessels 646 

remarks  of,  on  recommitting  the  bill  con- 
cerning spirits  distilled,  dec    .        .        -    600 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  of  the   United 

States 988 

remarks  of,  on  the  Peace  Establishment     -  1231 
McLean,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  laying  ad- 
ditional duties  on  distilled  liquors    -        •    644 
McMaster,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read  1 144 

N. 

Napoleon,  Mr.  Miller's  notice  oftheiall  of        -    798 
Nashville  Road,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lattimore,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  in  re- 
lation to  the 1079 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  repairing 
the,  read  twice,  dec.        -        -       -      '-  1140 
National  Bank,  Mr.  Fisk  presented  sundry  pati- 
tions  from  New  York,  praying  the  incor- 
poration of  a,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means       ....    308 
said  committee  reported  a  resolution  to  es- 
tablish a,  agreed  to        -        -        -       -    499 
rSee  B(mk  of  the  United  Staiee.) 
Mr.  Kilbourn  submitted  a  resolution  on  the 

subject  of  a    ..•-••    692 
his  resolution  withdrawn   ....    694 
National  Bills  of  Credit,  Mr.  Taylor  presented 
the  petition  of  certain  banks,  raoommend* 
ing  the  emission  of        -        -        •        .    902 


r 


.12? 

•  ilfi 
.15 


?■•: 


National  Observatory,  a  resolution  coDonsf  s. 

was  agreed  to        -       •       -     •     •  ::5 
(See  Lambert,  WiUiam.) 
Nati<mal  Road,  from  Maine  to  Georgii,  hAi. 
EastOB  submitted  a  resolntiaa,  dneac 
the  Postmastw  General  to  report,  i!k 
session,  a  plan  for  eefsWidiing  t   •    •  S 
which  was  agreed  to  •     •    -'Ha 

Naval  Establishment,  appointment  of  t  oass&' 

tee  on  the      - * 

a  detailed  report  from  the  said  oonaittR  •  !<K 
the  committee  discfaaiged  •       •     • 
a  bill  for  the  support  of  the,  twice  rea! 
read  a  third  time,  and  pessed    - 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  ooDcemiag  ^  tnx 

read IS 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasMd    -     •     •  !3fi 
Naval  Officers,  a  biU  from  the  Senate  irtborii' 

ing  the  appointment  of  oertiin  •  •  ^ 
twice  read,  and  referred  -  .  •  •  K 
reported  without  amendment,  md  ogeod- 

ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  •    •  ilS 
Navy  CommiaaionerB,  a  bill  to  establiih  1 M 

of,  twice  read  -  -  •  •  •  ^* 
read  a  third  time,  and  paswd  -  *  *  ^|^ 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  aaaiaab  Ii« 
read,  and  concurred  in  -  .••!•- 
a  bill  from  the  Senate.  andiariBsr  ^^ ,  . 

pointment  of  clerks  to  the,  twice  mi  -j^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •     •    •  ^^ 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  annual  reportoftif  as-  ^ 
missionersof the    -        -      .    •^I''' 
Navy  Yards,  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  ike!$i«T 

upon  the  condition  oi^  Ac     - 
Negotiations  for  Peaoe»  the  President  tnaffiS^ 
ted  communications  relative  (0  tbe,  i^ 
nd  to  Committee  on  Fordga  R^  ^; 
ten  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  pn^^' 
Nelson,  Hugh,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  lad » 
his  seat         -        .       .      •     •    * 
Newspapers,  the  usual  order  pssied  fcr  tb«  Ap 
ply  of    -        -        -       -      •     *    ■ 
Newton,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  remsrkiof,aBtiKK- 
moval  of  the  Seat  of  Govemmeiit  • 
remarks  o^  on  the  trill  for  that  psijwR    ' 
New  York,  a  biU  for  the  better  oiftmnMi  o( 
the  United  Sutes  courts  within  the  Sbk 
of,  twice  read 
read  a  third  time,  and  paned    -  ™ 

returned  from  the  Senate,  with  toKwtoflW  ^^ 
and  concurred  in       -       -      *     '    ' 
Nimmo,  Henry,  a  biU  for  the  refief  oC  tsN«nx|' ^.^ 
and  referred  -        -       -      •     *     *  ' 
reported,  without  amendment  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paved    • 
Northern  District  of  New  York,  on  moUonof  »• 
Taylor,  the  Judiciary  Committee «« »* 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  «P«*^ 
authorizing  the  appointment  01 1  w*"^  ^.5 
Attorney  and  Marshal  for  the 

Northwestern  Frontier,  on  motion  of  Mjj^ 
Iwnrn,  the  nnfinldied  proesediii|i|i^ 
to  the  defonoe  of  the,  weie  wlw«  " 
select  committee  •  *  *  _\„^ 
on  motion  of  Mr.  R,  aUo,  ^^^ 
and  petition  of  the  Lflgiditnie  rf  OB* 
presented  at  Uie  lastseMoaoot&ea^jjij 
sulgeet,  were  refoned  19  eaMOPBau"" 
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612 


394 


305 
412 

1032 
1083 
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orthwestern  Frontier— continttod.  Page, 

a  bUl  for  the  more  effectaal  protection  of  the, 

twice  read,  dkc 

indefinitely  postponed        .        .        . 

oteg  of  Banks,  Banken,  dec.,  a  biU  from  the 

Senate,  supplementary  to  the  act  laying 

duties  on,  twice  read      .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

O. 

akiey,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  speech  of,  on  the  re  • 
moTal  of  the  Seat  of  Government    - 
speech  of,  on  the  proposed  bounty  to  British 

deserters 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  print  the  com- 
munications from  Ghent  Commissioners  •    382 
speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Ways  and  Means  -        -  420,  452,  457 

speech  of,  on  the  Loan  bill  .  .  .  504 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bank  bill  .  '  .  .589 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Messrs.  Ingersoll  and 

Ingham 

Rcersof  the  Army,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell, 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  lay 
before  the  House  a  list  of  the  -        - 

icers  of  the  Customs,  on  moUon  of  Mr.  Fisk, 
of  Vermont,  the    Judiciary    Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  further  proVision  for 
aiding  and  protecting,  dbc      -        .        . 
the  committee  were  discharged 
Inance  Department,  a  bill  for  the  better  regu- 
lation  of  the,  twice  read,  Ac.  .        •        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendmente  1122 
read  and  committed  -        .        .        .        .  1123 

P. 

ker,  James,  of  Massachusette,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat 

terson.  Com.  Daniel  T.,  a  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  expressing  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to 

twice  read         •        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously  1 167 

of  Members,  Mr.  Shipherd  submitted  a  reso- 
lution concerning  the*        -        .        -1131 

which  was  negatiyed         -        .        .        -1132 

Mr.  Fisk  submitted  a  resolution  concerning  1189 

indefinitely  postponed        •        .        .        -1190 

of  the  Troops,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Harris,  of 
Tennessee,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  that  any 
kind  of  money  used  by  Government  for, 
should  be  receivable  for  taxes 

said  committee  reported  the  inexpediency 
of  designating  the  kind  of  money  receiva- 
ble for  taxes 

mm  for  Property  lost,  dec,  a  bill  authoriz- 
ing, twice  read 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

lock  and  L'Epervier,  the,  a  resolution  from 
the  Senate  relative  to  the  action  between, 
twice  read,  and  referred         ... 

reported  without  amendment     - 

read  •  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously    413 

Commodore  Warrington's  account  of  the 
action  between  the         ....  1902 


Pearson,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  speech  of,  on^**** 

the  removal  oftheScst  of  Government  -    314 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Stockton    - 
remarks  of,  on  reconsidering  the  vote  reiect- 
ing  the  Bank  bill    -        .        .        .       . 
Pennington,  Governor  William,  of  New  Jersey 
letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of  War        - 
Pennsylvania,  returns  of  members  of  Congress 
elect,  from  certein  districte  of        .        . 
Penny,  Joshua,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  concurred  in      -        -        .        . 
Pensions  and   Revolutionary  Claims,  appoint- 
ment of  the  standing  Committee  on 
Perkins,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        . 
Pickens,  Israel,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 

Pickering,  Timothy,  of  Massachusetts,  appear 
ed,  and  took  his  seat       ... 


357 

102^ 

1792 

771 


-  1070 


303 
1047 
1085 
1085 


308 
-    326 


393 


1154 
1155 


remarks  of,  on  the  Peace  Establishment  1 199, 1204 
•peech  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Military 
Peace  Esteblishment      -        .        .  1217, 1250 
Pike,  General  Z.  M.    (See  Reward  of  Valor.) 
Pinkney,  Major  William,  statement  of,  to  the 

Committee  of  Inquiry,  &c.     -        .        -  1059 
Pitkin,  Timothy,  of  Connecticut,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 393 

remarks  of,  on  the  amended  Bank  bill        -  1041 
Pleasants,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  report  rela- 
tive to  bounty  on  prisoners     ...    344 
speech  of,  on  the  resolutions  in  honor  of 

Com.  Macdonough         -        .        .        .    38Q 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolutions  respecting 

the  Peacock  and  L*Epervier  ...    412 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  purchase  small 

armed  vessels         •       •        .        .        .    549 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 
the  same (^ 


.    555 


717 
1110 

nil 


384 
394 


Plenipotentiaries.    (See  Ghent  Commissionera.) 
Post,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means    -        -     454,  457 
remarks  of,  on  the  National  Bank      •        -    498 
Postmasters,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  concerning  com- 
pensation to 

Post  Office  Esteblishment,  a  bill  in  addition  to 

the  act  to  regulate  the,  twice  read  - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Post  Offices  and  Post  Koads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  committee  on  • 

Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  esteblish  certain, 
twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        « 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendmente 

and  concurred  in i209 

Potomac  Company,  Mr.  Ringgold  presented  the 

petition  of  the,  referred  .... 

Potter,  £lisha  R.,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  -        .        .        .        . 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means        .... 

speech  of,  on  the  Bank  bill        -        -       . 

speech  o£  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Es- 
teblishment -        -        .        .       ^ 1203, 1235 


903 

1084 
1140 
1144 


-  308 


1120 
1169 
1171 
1195 


.  1066 


345 

456 
1102 
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Pre-«mptioii|  a  bill  giving  the  right  of,  to  c«rt«in 

settlers  in  Indisna,  twice  read  -    566 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1106 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1112 

retamed  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1176 

and  concurred  in 1185 

on  mothm  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  the  Committee 
on  Pablic  Lands  were  instmcted  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  granting  the  right 
of,  in  Illinois  Territory  -  -  -  •  640 
Pritoners  of  War,  a  correspondence  on  the  sub- 
ject of  1366 

eonvontion  for  the  exchange  of  -        -        -  1367 
PiiTtte  Property  lost,  dtc,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hall, 
the  Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing fit  payment  of         ....    325 
(See  Payment  for  Froperty  Lost) 
PntesCed  Bills,  Mr.  Hawkins  submitted  a  ref- 
lation concerning,  which  was  laid  on  the 

Ubie 1196 

Protocol,  draught  of  the  original,  of  conferences 

at  Ghent 1315 

Public  Buildings^  Mr.  Let^is  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  repairs  of  the  -        -        -    413 
leierred  to  a  select  committee    -  -    414 

report  of  said  committee    ....    633 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  repairing, 

&C.  the,  twice  read  ....  625 
a  hQl  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor  •  1122 
twice  read,  and  referted  ....  1123 
reported  with  amendments        •  -  1182 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -1139 

read  a  third  time 1141 

and  after  much  opposition,  passed  -  1148 

report  ofthe  Superintendent  of  Uio    -       -  1728 
P2llic  Debt,  Mr.  Pitkin  submitted  a  rasolution 
dinctittg  iha  Secretary  of  the  Treasvrf  to 
Uy  before  the  House  a  sUtement  of  the, 
dbe*      •-....•    MQ 

a  letter  from  that  officer  with  the  statement 

required 1258 

rMic  Expenditures,  appointment  of  the  standing 

Committee  on  -••...  868 
a  report  reoommending  a  oommittee  to  ait 

during  the  reeese 1254 

PiUic  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standii^  Com- 
mittee on  -•-... 
PaMic  Road,  Mr.  Hunqphieys  fttesented  the  pe- 
tition of  sundnr  inbahitante  of  Tennessee, 
praying  the  eMablishmentof  a  certain,  f- 
fened  to  the  Secretary  of  War  -  -  411t 
Pvchasers  of  Public  Lands,  a  bill  giving  fbrtlier 

time  to,  read  twice  ....  71^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1074 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1075 

Q. 

Qilg^en,  Mr.  S^ybert  presented  the  petition  of 

the,  praying  exemption  from  muitafy  duty    997 

HoMtet  Sections,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  instrud- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  divi- 
ding the         771 

Qaorum,  an  interchange  of  messages  respecting 

the  formation  of  a 8O2 

Quotas  of  MUitia,  a  motion  by  Mr.  Macon,  on  the 

ftnbject<tf 97q| 


Rangers,  Mr.  Stevenson  submitted  a  renteiBB 
that  the  Military  Committee  be  iMUiaial 
to  inquire  into  the  cxpedieii^  of  osaa- 
uing  the  number  of;  heretofore  aBtbocBJ, 
which  was  not  agreed  to         ... 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  raiwcv- 
tain  oomjpanies  of;  twice  read,  and  nknd 
reported  without  amendment,  and  onkrel 
to  a  third  reading  -         .    *    .       .      . 
read  a  third  time,  and  pnswd     - 
returned  from  the  Senate  wpith 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  talk  • 
and  Payments  at  the  Treasoy, 
mentof         .... 
Reduction  of  the  Aimj  and  Navy;  Mr.  Jacbn, 
of  Virginia,  offered  sondiy    ressinboai 
oonceming  a-        -         -        ...lie 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -        .       .      .  uft 
Reed,  John,  of  Bfassachtisetta,  appeased  sadtsok 

his  seat  -         -         .       .      .  s 

Reed,  IfVilliam,  of  Masaachasetta»  appevsd  sa^ 

took  his  seat-  .       V      .      .  » 

speech  o^  on  the  bill  conoemnig  amalamsi 

-      -  » 


CI 

m 

ili 


.  u 


Refugees,  Mr.  Kllboum  snhoutted  a 
instructing  the  Commitlee  e_ 
Lands  to  report  a  bill  for  the  sals  dlai 
heretofoM  reserved  for;  whidk,  bn^ 
amended,  was  agreed  to  -       .      -  If?! 

Reindeer  and  Wasp,  a  reaohition  6«m  ib  fin> 

ate  in  relation  to  the»  relened       •      -414 

reported  without  amendment^  and  tsiniiai  ^ 

rtad  a  third  time,  and  paeeed  imaaM—lj  ti^ 
Relative  Powers  of  the  General  and  SttleGei- 
emmenta  over  the  Milkia,  varisus  cw* 
respondenoes  on  the  aubject  ef  ife  -  -l*^ 
Removal  of  the  Seat  of  Govemmcat,  Mr.  F^ 
of  New  York,  eubmitted  a  leaolntiBB  fcr 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  e^sdloey 
of  a       -        - C 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed       •  9 

the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  raeia- 
tion  of  the  citj  authoritiee  of  Phfladdptii, 
offering  accommodation  to  Googresi,!! 
the  event  of  a,  refbrr^d  -  .      .  31 

a  report  of  said  oommittee  that  a,  is  xnexps- 
dient,  reversed  by  the  casting  vote  of  chc 
Speaker,  and  the  report  refeired  ts  ibe 
Committee  of  the  Whole  .      -  3tt 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  snp^  the 
Speake^^  vote,  and  order  a  bill 

a  bill  authorixing  the,  read 

the  second  readmg  objected  to  by  Mr.  Fo^ 

2th,  and  a  motion  by  Mr.  Rhea  to  Mject 
B  bin  negatived  -        .        .       .       . 
the  bill  read  a  second  time         ... 
its  third  reading  negatived 
Renner,  Daniel,  and  Nathaniel  Heai^  lope- 
makers,  of  Baltimore,  Mr.   McKin  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  refierxed 
an  adverse  report  made     .... 
and  concurred  in       -        -        ... 

Reserved  Sections  of  Land,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
McLean,  the  Committoe  on  Public  LaaA 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  csim- 
diency  of  providing  for  the  sale  of  -  •  ^ 
a  bill  regulating  the  sale  of  eeitaia,  take 
read      -       •        .        .  .      .  4l> 


i 


INDEX. 


Ixii 


Hoiue  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


d  Sections  of  Land— •continoed.  Ptge. 

end  to  a  thiid  nading  ....  icn^i 
d  a  third  time,  and  paiMed     ...  1063 
ion»  on  motion  of  Mr.  Groevenor,  a  com> 
nittee  waa  appointed  to  leqaeat  of  the 
hmdentfoch  information  aa  ha  may  eon* 
latently  communicate  in  relation  to  the 
ystem  o^  &e.        -        -        -        -        -    8W 
f  euage  from  the  Preaident*  tranamitting 
he  informatioB  aaked  for        •        -        •    4M 
reapondence  between  the  Secretary  of 
{tate  and  Admiral  Cochrane,  on  the  aob- 

9Ct  of IMl 

and  Unfiniahed  Boaineaa,  appointment  of 

tie  standing  Committee  on    -        -        •    304 

of  Valor,  Mr.  Tioup  reported  aondiy 
eaolutiona  for  the  -        -        -        •        -  1 133 
ce  read,  and  reforred     ....  1134 
dr^  of  TenneaMO,  remarfca  of^  on  Mr. 
^iak'a  reaolution    -        -        -        -        •314 
hie  motion  to  reject  the  bill  for  remoral 
f  the  Seat  of  GoTornment     ...    388 
resolution  respecting  the  pay  of  members  1131 
the  reduction  of  the  Army  and  Navy    •  1166 
ech  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  £s- 

ablishment 1224 

r.,  of  Vermont,  speech  of,  on  his  resolu- 

ion  for  classification  of  militia       -        -  1126 

Thomas,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
be  Navy  on  the  petition  of>        -        .1113 
,  Henry  M.,  of  Delaware,  appeared  and 

ook  hU  seat 1070 

d,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  appeared  and 

ook  his  seat -    377 

,  Joseph  G.,  an  adTcrse  report  on  the  pe- 
ition  of         -        -        -        -        -        -  1112 

}n,  Thomas  Boiling,  of  Louisiana,  ap- 
tewed,  and  look  h»  aeat        ...    6T7 
larks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
f  Waya  and  Meana       ....    464 

his  resolution  concerning  a  boantyto 

irivate«f8 618 

reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  the  Bank  1028 
ech  of,  on  the  pr^poaed  vote  of  thanks  to 

leneralJackaon 1167 

larke  of,  on  the  modifieatioiis  reported  by 

he  conferees  on  Military  Establiahment  -  1271 

n,  William,  and  othan,  a  bill  for  lefief 

f,  twice  read 992 

med  to  a  third  reading  ....  1071 
1  a  third  time,  and  paased    ...  1073 
.nthony  B.,  a  bill  authoriitng  the  dm- 
harge  of,  dec,  twice  read      •        -       •1164 
erad  to  a  third  readiBg  -  -1177 

J  a  third  time,  and  paased    ...  1187 

S. 

HEoraec*  (See  Houeehold  Furniture,  4rc») 
and  Income,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Farrow, 
he  Committee  of  Wa^s  and  Means  were 
Qstructed  to  inquire  mto  the  expediency 
>f  laying  a  tax  on  -  -  -  -  ^28 
ort  of  inexpediency  of  such  a  tax  -  -  716 
t  Aaction,  dec.,  a  bill' laying  duties  on, 

gvice  read ^^^2 

cred  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  700 
d  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  703 
arned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  ^30 
Bired  to  a  committee  -  -  -  -  934 
cement  reported,  and  concurred  in 


Page- 
Saltus,  Son,  and  Company,  a  bill  for  relief  of^ 

twice  read     ......  1090 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1119 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ....  nso 

Sands,  Joshua,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 

and  referred  ......  1128 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading ii69 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1171 
SaTage,  JameA,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  oi^ 

twice  read     ......  1154 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .  1176 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1197 
Schinniek,  Jacob,  and  others,  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of----...    763 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      ...  1047 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ...  1068 

Sdiools  in  Mississippi,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 

proride  for  leasing  certain  sections  of 

lands  reserved  for  the  support  of    .        •    998 

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  1014 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1O88 

Schults  and  Vogelcr.  (See  Sthinniek,  Jacob  and 

othitn*y 
Sdiureman,  James,  of  New  Jersey,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat  ..... 
Scott,  Major  General  W.,  opinion  oU  on  the  best 

modeof  subsisting  the  Army  -        .  1789 

Seats  within  the  House,  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  Tork, 

submitted  a  resolution  to  amend  the  rules 

so  as  to  admit  officers  who  receire  the 

dianks  of  Congress  for  gallantry,  dec,  to  1140 
amended,  and  agreed  to     -        -        -        •  1144 
8ergeant»at-Arms  of  the  Senate,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  to  increaae  the  oompenaation  of 

their 1178 

twice  read,  and  committed         ...  1176 
amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  and 

the  Senate  agreed  to  the  amendment      -  1268 
Setier,  Captain  Alexander,  an  adverse  report  on 

the  petition  of;  agreed  to        -        -        -    418 

Seybert,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  remarks  of,  on 

the  bill  concerning  discriminating  duties  19t# 
Shane,  Anthony,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
stracted  to  hiquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  the  rights  of  the  United  States 
to  certain  lands  to          ....    618 
a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read    -        •        .  1098 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        -        .1168 
reforred  to  a  select  committee    ...  1164 
reported  with  amendments         ...  1168 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ...  11JB9 
Sharp,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  spsedi  o(  on  the  boun- 
ty to  deserters       

remarks  i^,  on  the  Volunteers  bfll      -        -    620 

on  the  Bank  bill 698 

on  the  Senate's  apportionment  of  the  militia    718 
speech  o(  on  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Gencrd 

Jackson,  dec-  » 11^ 

on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Esteblishment  -  1202 
Shaw,  Noah,  report  on  the  petition  of  -  •  718 
Shaw,  John,  letter  from,  to  the  Committee  on 

Naval  Afiairs 1068 

Siieffey,  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 628 

speech  of,  on  the  Mmtia  biU      .        -        •    860 
on  the  Peace  Establishmcot     .        -        •    1814 
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Bhelby,  Goveraor  Isaac.    (See  Reward  of  Vidor,) 
Sherwood,  Samuel,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  Mat  -----    310 

•Shipherd,  Z.  R.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  hia  seat  -        -        -        -        -        -    356 

■peech  of,  on  the  increase  of  taxes      -        -    469 
on  the  MUitia  biU   '  -        -        -        -        -    819 

remarks  in  explanation  of  his  resolution  con- 
cerning Uie  pay  of  members  -  -  -1181 
49ilver  Plate  and  Jewelry,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  laying  a  duty  on  -  -  -  1103 
Bimmons,  William,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry   1729 

Sinking  Fund,  the  Commissioners  of  the,  made 

their  annual  report         -        -        -        -  1130 

the  report  in  full H97 

SlaymidLer,  Amoe,  a  new  member  from  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  in  place  of  James  Whitehill,  re* 
signed,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  -    870 

Smith,  W.  &,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 376 

remarks  of,  on  calling  for  a  report  from  the 

committee  on  the  capture  of  Washington  634 
Smith,  Isaac,  of  PennsylTania,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 396 

Smith,  Isaac,  and  G.  Caldwell,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read 1070 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        .  uoi 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -1102 
Smith,  Brigadier  General  Walter,  statement  of, 

to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  -  .  .  1633 
Smith,  John  Cotton,  correspondence  of,  with  the 

Secretary  of  War,  and  others  -        •  1774 

Speaker  of  the  House,  remarks  of  the,  on  giving 

his  casting  vote  against  the  bank  -  -  1025 
reply  oi^  to  the  Tote  of  thanks  of  the  House  1269 
Spedal  Courts,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  the 

Judiciary  Committee  were  instructed  to 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorisdng, 

in  certain  cases 701 

Spiriti  diatilled  within  the  United  Sutes,  a  bUl 
laying  duties  on,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted    549 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading          - 651 

read  a  tlUrd  time,  and  passed     ...  703 

retamed  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  772 

read,  and  referred      .        -        -        .       .  799 
agreement  reported  and  accepted  to  all  the 

amendments  except  one         ...  871 

the  Senate  insisted  and  asked  a  oonferenoe  902 

managers  appointed 930 

report  of  the  managers  agreed  to       *        •*  938 
Messrs.  McKim  and  Hawes  presented  peti- 
tions, praying  a  diminution  of  the  duties 
on,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 

and  Means 1209 

Spriggs,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  relie^of,  twice  read  1 154 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...  1176 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1 187 

Stuff  Officers  of  the  Army,  a  bill  directing  the,  to 

comply  with  certain  requisitions  of  naval 

and  marine  officers,  twice  read       -        -  397 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  756 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  757 

Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the        -  803 
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Standing  Hulee,  Mr.  Rhea,  eabmitted 
to  the    - 
Mr.  Robertson  moved  the 

of  the    •        -        - 
Mr.  Forsyth  anbmitted 
the        -        -        -        - 
Stansbory,  Brigadier  General  T.  £ 

,  of,  to  the  Committee  of 
State 'and   District  CourU,   n    bill 
twice  read      -        -         - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paeer  d 
returned  from  the  Senate  with 
and  ooncuired  in   - 

Stationery,  Binding,  dtc.,  a  joint  reeointien  fr9S 
the  Senate  appointing  a  committee  oa  tbe 
subject  of-        -         -         ^       .      .  w 
read  three  times,  and  ooncarred  in     -      -  W^ 
a  reeolntion  from,  the  Senate  dxreetiDg  tx 
manner  of  providing       -        -       -      -  Ii>^ 
twice  read      -        -         -         -        .      .  ii» 

Stephenson,  Benjamin,  a  delegate  fiora  IQaao, 
in  place  of  Shadrack  Bond,  restgoed,  vs 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat     -        .      .   ;& 

Sterret,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Joseph,  stateoait  of. 

to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  -       -      •  1&4* 

Stewart,  Commodore  Charles,  a  letter  froe,  cl 

the  Naval  Establishment         -        -      •  .«? 

Stills,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  ssBi^ 

owners  of      -         -         -         -       -      -  iC'T 

a  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Roggks  t&  n- 

dttce  the  taxes  on,  negatived 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Sherwood,  the  CobhBr 
of  Ways  and  Means  were  iostraaBd  tt 
inquire  whether  any  alteration  was  DKe»- 
sary  in  the  laws  laying  duties  on    -      •  li^ 

Stockton,  Richard,  of  New  Jersey,  appcarsd,  ud 

took  his  seat  -        -        .       .      .  ^ 

speech  of,  on  the  removal  of  the  8est  d 

Government  -        -        -       -      .  34-* 

on  his  motion  to  postpone  indefinitalj  the 

,    MititUbUl ^^ 

remarks  of^  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  Bank  biU \'^ 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  Peace  Yor 

Ubliahment :^ 

Strong,  Gk>vemor  Caleb,  coneepondenee  ol^w«& 

the  SecreUiy  of  War     -        -        .      -  ITS 

Strown,  Joel,  and  others,  report  on  the  petilies 

ci,  committed         -        -        •        .       .   »i 

Stuart,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  fixiag  the 

Peace  Establishment      -        -        .       .  i:^ 

Subsisting  the  Army,  opinions  of  offioers  is  rela- 
tion to  the  best  mode  of  ...  I:^ 

Suffrage,  right  oil    (See  MMttippi  TarU^nf.) 

Sunday  Maik,  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  sundry  inhahitant» 
of  West  Liberty,  praying  the  abolishment 
o(  referred  to  the  Post  Office  Committee    ^* 

Mr.  Sherwood  presented  similar  petitk»&s 
from  New  York,  reiiBrred  to  same  -       •    ^ 

Mr.  Bigelow,  the  same,  from  the  Westzain- 
ister  Association,  referred  to  same  -   ^^ 

Mr.  Farrow,  the  same,  from  South  Carolint, 
referred  to  same     ....    515,  lOS: 

the  Post  Office  Committee  discharged,  and 
the  petition  referred  to  the  Postmaster 
General - 
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inday  Mails— continaad.  Paga. 

Mr.  Farrow  also  praaented  a  raaolution  to 
instruct  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  prohibiting  ....  1065 
sundry  other  petitions  of  a  similar  charac- 
ter, referred  ....  1074, 1076 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  that  it  is 

mezpedient  to  grant  the  prayer      -        •  1076 
read,  and  committed          ....  logi 
reported,  and  conaidered    .        -        •        •  1146 
and  concurred  in       .....  1147 
[>erintendent  General  of  Military  Supplies,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  salary  for  the, 
was  struck  out  ol  the  Appropriation  bill  •  1116 
>plies  to  Indians,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings, 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  re- 
port, at  next  session,  a  atatement  of  the 
amonnta  of,  under  the  suparintendcncy  of 
Wm.  H.  Harrison  .        •        .        •        •  1366 
pension  of  Direct  Tax  Collection,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  IfVilson,  of  Massachusetts,  the  Cooif 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  a,  in  cer- 
tain districts  of  said  State        -        •        -    516 
pension  of  a  Rule,  Mr.  Webster  submitted  a 
resolution  for  a 1030 

T. 

fgart,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared, 
and  took  his  seat 377 

[madge,  Benjamin,  of  Connecticut,  appeared, 
and  took  his  seat 512 

ff  of  Duties,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  was  direotad  to 
report,  at  the  next  aeasion,  a  general,  dec  1186 

lam,  William,  Mr.  Nelson  praaented  the  pe» 
tition  o^  referred  to  War  Department     -  1073 

a  bill  authorising  the  Seeretaiy  of  War  to 
purchaae  the  topographical  materials  o( 
twice  read 1162 

[oe,  Lieutenant  Colonel  John,  statement  of, 
to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  •        •        •  1663 

or,  John  W.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat 339 

remarka  of,  on  the  petition  for  a  general 
Bankrupt  law 870 

on  the  amended  Bank  bill  -        •       -        •  1041 

or.  Captain  Richard,  sen.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Johnson,  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  dtc, 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe* 
dienej  of  allowing  the  daima  of     -        •    613 

ir,  Thomas,  of  Georgia,,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat 303 

•emarks  of,  on  the  amended  Bank  bill        •  1044 

ieon,  Samuel.    (See  Gujf,  Matthew,) 

ke,  a  TOte  oU  to  the  Spesker,  unanimously 
paaeed 1369 

kagiving,  Mr.  Culpeper  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion requesting  the  President  to  recom- 
mend a  day  of  public      •*       •        -        -  1169 

ead  twice,  amended,  and  referred  to  a  aelect 
committee 1176 

eported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading 1191 

Bad  a  third  time,  and  paased     ...  1194 
committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent with  the  resolution  ...  1267 

le  President's  proclamation  recommending 
a  day  of  publfts  ...  1830 


P««»- 

Thornton,  WiUiam,  Mr.  Wright  prwented  the 

petition  of,  for  increase  of  compensation, 

referred ini 

committee  discharged,  and  petition  referred 
to  the  Secretanr  of  State         •  -1193 

Tingey,  Commodore  Thomas,  a  letter  from,  on 

the  subject  of  the  NsTal  Establishment   •  1068 
the  statement  of,  to  the  Committee  of  In- 
quiry       1677 

Titles  to  Landa,  Mr.  Robertson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  sundry  inhaUtants  of  Louiaiana 
in  relation  to,  referred    •        -        .        .    433 
Todd,  Charles,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  twice  read       -  1144 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  I36g 
Tools  destroyed  at  the  Navy  Yard,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  for  relief  of  sundry  persons 
who  have  suffered  by  having  their,  twice 

^    read 1368 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •       .        -  1374 

Trading-Houses  with  the  Indians,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  continue  in  force  the  act  estab- 
lishing   1195 

twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1309 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1366 
Transportation  of  Baggage,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Humphreya,  the  MiUtary  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  payment  to  officers  under 
the  command  of  General  Jackson  for  cer- 
tain        633 

Treasury,  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the, 

referred 311 

report  on  the  state  of  the,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means     ...    401 
five  thouaand  copies  of  report  ordered  to  be 
printed  ...        ^        ...    410 
Treaaury  Notes,  Mr.  Hall  submitted  sundry  res- 
olutions concerning        ....    657 
the  second  resolution  rejected,  the  third  laid 

on  the  table 669 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  that  the 
notes  of  any  bank  refusing  to  receive, 
should  not  be  taken  in  payment  of  dues 
to  the  United  Statea       -       -       •       •    884 
Mr.  Law  aulmiitted  a  resolution  concerning  1046 
a  bill  to  authoriie  the  issuing  of,  twice  read  1111 
conaidered,  and  recommitted      ...  1134 
reported  with  amendments,  and  referred  to 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -  -1133 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  •  •  1146 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1148 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  referred 1174 

agreement  reported,  and  accepted      -       -1177 

Treaty  of  Peace,  a  measage  tranamitting  infor- 
mation of  a,  with  Great  Britain      -        -  1171 

sundry  letters  and  documents  accompanying 
the  message  ......  1373 

copy  of  the  projet  of  the,  referred  to   •        -1383 

copy  of  the,  as  finally  agreed  upon  and 

signed 1409 

Troup,  George  M.,  of  Georgia,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 303 

remarka  of,  on  the  removal  of  the  Seat  of 
Government 318 

on  the  reaolutions  in  honor  of  Brown,  Scott, 
6tc.       ' 340 

on  the  Volunteers  bill  ^       -    619,  634 
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Qmtgt  M.  Troup— contiiiaed.  Ptge. 

•paeeh  oi,  on  the  Senate  bill  for  eaUiiig  Ibr 

militie 706 

remarks  of^^on  indefinite  poetponetnent  of  tlie 

■•me -        •    978 

on  the  reaolation  for  ehamijiag  the  miKtie  •  1 1S9 
fpeech  of,  on  the  wou  of  thanks  to  Ooieral 

Jackson 1166 

on  the  hiU  fixing  Peaoe  EstahUskDent  1196, 1S08 

U. 

Unconfirmed  daime  to  land  in  Missonri  Tern* 
tory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gaslony  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Pohlic  Lands  wero  inscraeted 
concerning    ••••.•  1046 

Uniform  MiUtia,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  more  eflbo* 

tnal^  to  provide  for  a,  read  twioe  •        -  1071 
indafiattelj  poe^poaed       •       .       •       •  ii08 

Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  bill  to  incoipoimte    * 

the,  read  twice       •        .        •        .        .    648 

Union  Bank  of  Geoigetown,  Mr.  Lewis  prssested 
the  petition  of  the ;  refonrsd  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  the  District  of  Colombia  -       -    416 

V. 

Van  If  ess»  General  John  P.,  statement  of,  to  the 

Committee  of  Inqoiiy    -        »        •       •  1669 
Vessels  therein  described,  a  bili  from  the  Senate 
anthorixing  the  President  to  caose  to  be 
built  or  purchased  the,  read  twice,  and  re* 

ferrcd 618 

reported  without  amendment  ...  688 
amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passsd  as 

amended 648 

the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  amendment,  and 

a  conference  held  •       .        -        .        •  660 

report  of  managers  agreed  to     -        -       -  666 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the  death 
of  the,  annoanoed  by  the  Secretaiy  of  the 

Seuta,  and  resolotions  theiennon  -        •  689 
Vincenne%  a  bill  giving  Author  time  for  location 
of  certain  confirmed  claims  to  land  in  the 

district  o(  read  twice      ....  984 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •       .        •  988 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment  976 

and  concurred  in       •        .        .        •        •  989 
Viirfinia  Militaiy  Land  Wsxrants,  a  bill  from  the 

.    Senate  respecting 416 

read  twice,  and  committed         ...  488 
reported  without  amendment     ...  488 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        •  497 
Vkginia  Resolution  Warrants,  bill  from  the  Sen* 
ate  giving  flirther  time  to  complete  sur- 
veys, dec       ......  974 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1084 

committee  diKharged         ....  1148 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  .1164 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       -        -  1 168 
Vdnnteers,  a  bin  to  authorise  the  Premdent  to 

accept  the  services  of,  read  twiee    -       -  488 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  683 

read  a  diiid  time,  and  psssed     ...  766 

returned  from  the  Senate  vnth  amendments  1048 

read,  and  referred 1047 

agreed  to  with  an  amendment   ...  1066 

the  Senate  agreed  and  disagreed                .  1071 

reforred  to  the  Military  Committee             .  1078 

a  report  to  insist  agreed  to         -        -        .  1074 

the  Senate  also  insist,  and  ask  a  conforence  1076 

report  of  managen  rejecting,  agreed  to    •  1086 


W.  f^ 

Wsgons  and  Horses  lost,  Mr.  Johnson,  if  Kes- 

tudqf  submitted  a  reaoIntioD  resyeet^  > 

Ward,  lliomas,  of  N.  Jersey,  appeared,  saiiufr 

hii  seat  -         -         ... 

Ward,  Mr.,  of  Massachusette,  speech  ol^  sa  ^ 

Militia  bill 

Washington,  W.  H.,  a  biH  Ibr  the  rcfiefoC  nd 

twice tt 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -      •  HI 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed  .      .  HE 

Washington  Bridge  Company,  Mr.  KcBtBn■B^ 
ed  the  petition  of  the;  leiemd  lotteWsr 
Departnicnt  •  .         -       .      •  19 

Wa^  and  Reindeer,  Captain  Blakel^s 

of  the  action  between  the 
Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the 

Committee  of        -        -        -       - 
a  report  from  said  committee,  arift  a 

from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaeoiy  -      -  41 
debate  on  the  report  of  eonunittee    4l%45ifil 
(See  Bankoftke  UmUd  States.) 
Webster,  Daniel,  of  New  HampsliirB^  atyuin< 

and  took  his  seat  -  -  .  .  .  V 
speech  of,  on  the  increaee  of  &«et  tms  -  til 
remarks  of,  on  the  Yolnnteera  bfll  •  0 

on  reducing  the  pR^MMod  capital  of  ihsBssk  16 
on  printing  the  report  of  the  f  !'■■'""  d 

Inouiry  -        •        •  •      -  0 

speech  of,  on  the  Bank  bill        -       .      .  IfH 
remarks  o(  on  the  oiaesiftcatien  sf  At 
milititi  ....         ...  lis 

Wells,  Beniamin,  and  othen,  a  biB  iw 


ol^  read  twice,  aad 
lepeited 

ofoend  toa  tlnd 
read  athirdtime, 
letiunad  from  the 


vm 


read,  and  concurred  in 
Westeim  and  Korthwestetn 

of  Mr.  Gaston,  tits  Mllilmcr 
were  anstraeted  to  inqnire 
deftneeof     ... 
West  IVmm  a  bUl  from  tks 

ther  provision  lor  completing  tlm 
bnildmgsat  -       .        .        - 

read  twice        .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading.  - 

read  a  third  time,  and 

an  act  making  fivtbar 
phling  the  pohlic  bniWinga  at 

Whealon,  Laban,  of  Massadiusrtta,  a 
and  took  his  seat 

Whitehill,  James, 

and  vacancy  flued 

Widows  and  Orphans  of  Militia  Privates 
the  service,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
ery,  (amended  by  Mr.  Dedm,  to 
Ihoee  who  may  diit  or  have  died 
vice,)  the  Committee  of 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
of  making  provision  fiir  the 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice  - 
read  a  third  time,  and 

Widovrs  and  Childien  of  nan 

eers  and  Privates  in  the  Rcgnlsr 
Mr.  BSIboum,  of  OUo,  sBbmstted 
lutien  respecting  provisMn  fcr 


US 

vm 
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vwi  ind  Childnn— «oiitiniMd.  PftfOi 

reiolQtion  i^racd  to,  tod   oomBittM  in* 
ftnicted 623 

I  bill  io  ponaance  thereof  reported    •        •    687 
»,  JednthtD,  of  New  Hampshire,  appeared, 

and  took  hia  aeat 304 

uo9f  UuiC,  jr.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

tookhisteat 668 

»n,  John,  of  Maanehuaeita,  appeared,  a&d 

took  h»  leat 396 

omarkc  of,  od  his  reaolatioii  to  aoifMnd  the 

collectMm  of  direct  tax  in  certain  diatrieta    616 
D  hia  motion  to  amend  the  bill  taxing  man- 

ufkctarei 933 

D,  Mr.,  of  Pennaylvania,  remarks  of,  on  the 
proposed  National  Bank         ...    497 
n.  Brigadier  General  W.  H.,  leave  waa 

granted  to,  to  withdraw  the  original  doeu- 
mente  famiahed  by  him  to  the  Ckwamittee 

ofloqniry 1086 

e  oarxatiTe  of,  to  the  said  committee        -  1600 
r,  Bliiha  J.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 308 

George  8.,  a  bill  for  relief  of^  twice  read  -  1116 
ported,  and  ordered  to  lie  on^the  table      -  11S4 

Abiel,  of  Maasachuaetta,  appeared,  and 

took  bis  seat 1036 

yard,  John.    (See  Cfuy  MtUihew.^ 

t,  R<ibert,  of  Maryland,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 308 

narks  oG  on  Mr.  Jackson's  motion  to 
amend  the  Constitation         ...    326 
seeh  o^  on  the  bill  to  ramore  the  Beat  of 

Government 391 

narks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
»f  Waya  and  Meana       -        -     441,464,466 
the  preposed  Natiottd  Bank  •    496 

Mr.  Wibon'a  reaohition        •  -    616 

wch  of,  on  the  bill  eoncermng  amall  armed 
reaaeb  -.•-•-•    646 
narks  of,  on  the  proposed  Bank  of  the 

[JnitedBUtea 684 

atriking  ont  tha  third  aeetion  thereof  -  614 
the  Benata'a  amendment  to  the  Bank  bill  1081 
the  riaaeiliration  of  the  miiitin  -  -1128 
larka  of,  introdnctory  of  a  waohiiiea  eos- 
iomtng  lasda  to  the  An^  ...  1163 
ech  of^  on  the  Ull  forming  the  Peace  Ba- 
abliahment 1231 

Y. 

Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  ramarka  of,  on 
tie  report  of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and 

leana 441,462 

ifr.  Ingeaaoirareaolation  concerning  cer^ 
lin  ooUecton        .....    622 
[nintiag  Mr.  Jackaon'a  report  -    691 

iie  amended  Bank  bill  -        -        -  1041 

laima,  the  SpedMr  laid  before  the  Hoiiae 
letter  from  the  oommisaionen  appointed 
nder  the  act  for  indemnifying  certain 
9rsona«  &c.  .....    992 

II  firom  the  Senate  snpplementary  to  the 
:t  providing  for,  dbc.,  twice  read,  and  re- 

rred     - -  1039 

•rted  with  amendments        ...  1042 
red  to  a  third  reading  ....  1078 

a  third  time,  and  pasaed  aa  amended  •  1083 
Senate  agree  with  an  amendment^  which 

Q 1086 


Pige. 
Yeas  and  Naya,  on  considering  Mr.  Flak's  reso- 
lution  for  removal  of  the  Seat  of  Govern* 
ment     -        -        -        >        .        .        .    312 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same      -    322 
on  agreeing  to  the  resolntion     ...    323 
on  considering  the  resolution  to  grant  a 

bounty  to  British  deserters  ...  327 
on  adopting  the  same  ....  333 
on  that  portion  of  Mr.  Jackson's  resolation 

relating  to  a  National  Bank   -        -        .    337 
on  Mr.  Fisk's  motion  to  reverse  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  hia  resolotion  con- 
cerning removal  of  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment      341 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  motion  -  344 
on  the  motion  to  agree  to  Mr.  Fisk's  motion  391 
on  rejecting  the  bill  for  removal  of  the  Seat 

of  Government 396 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  aame  -  -  396 
on  amending  the  resolution  for  the  purehaae 

of  Jeflbraon'a  library  ...  398,411 
on  amending  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Waya  and  Meana          468,  479,  480,  481, 498 
on  increasing  the  direct  tax  one  hundred  per 
cent 468,498 

on  oontinuing  the  direct  tax  ...  478 
on  impoaing  an  additional  duty  oa  poataga  491 
on  exempting  tallow  candlea  Irora  taxation  493 
on  exempting  apermaceti  candles  from  tax- 
ation       493 

on  exempting  fumitare  from  taxation  -  494 
on  adopting  the  resolutions  taxing  manufo^ 

turn,  dbc.      ......  494 

on  adopting  the  resolution  reported  by  the 

Committee  of  Waya  aad  Meana  -  •  498 
oa  amending  the  Loan  bill  -  >  611, 612 
on  concurring  with  the  Coounitteeof  Claima 

in  the  case  of  Thomas  Cutts  ...  629 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  Tolanteen  633, 

640 
on  Mr.  Hall'a  aeoond  reaofaition  coaceraiag 

Treaaury  notea  .  .  .  .  •  668 
on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  daima 

in  the  case  of  Renner  and  Heath  •  -  623 
on  amending  the  second  section  of  the  Bank 

bill- 629 

on  agreeing  to  that  section -aa  amended      -  631 

OB  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  ia  the  amendment  touching  Govw 
emment  directors  .....    632 
on  other  amendmenU  to  the  Bank  bill    633,  634 
on  reducing  the  duty  on  distilled  spirits     -    649 
on  adding  a  new  aeetion  to  the  bill  concern- 
ing distilled  spirits  ....    660 
on  liuther  amending  the  aame    ...    660 
on  a  motion  to  reduce  the  capital  of  the  bank    666 
9n  the  previoua  queation    ....    686 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Bank  bUl         -    686 
oa  recommitting  the  bill  concerning  apirita 
distilled,  &c          ..... 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  aame  •    700 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 

on  sales  at  auction,  dec.  ...  703 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  dutiea 

on  carriagea,  Ax.    ....  704 

on  amending  the  Senate  bill  for  filling  the 
lanka  of  the  Army  -     749, 763,  764 

I         on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        -        •    766 
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Yeat  and  Nays— iMntinued.  Page, 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  756 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Militia  bill  868 
on  concurring  in  an  amendment  to  the  same  869 
on  agreeing  to  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  bill  concerning  spirits,  See.  -  -  871 
on  amending  the  Militia  biU  882,  897, 898,  900 
on  the  proTious  question  touching  the  same  901 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  •  928 
on  amending  the  bill  taxing  manufactures   935, 

936,  937 
on  amending  the  bill  taxing  household  fur- 
niture, dec.    989 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  taxing  man- 

uftictures 950 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  taxing  house- 
hold furniture,  6cc,         ....    957 
on  amending  the  bill  laying  a  direct  tax   958, 

959,  962 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         -        -    971  I 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  disagree- 
ing votes  on  the  Militia  bill,  dice.    -        -    974  ; 
on  receding  from  amendments  to  the  same    975  i 
on  amending  the  Bank  bill        -        -        -    991 
on  concurring  with  the  managers  on  the 

MiUUabill 993 

on  the  preTious  question  on  the  Bank  bill  994 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -  -  995 
on  recommitting  the  same  -  •  997, 1023 
on  concurring  with  the  committee  on  the 

same 998, 999 

on  Mr.  Farrow*s  motion  to  amend  the  sai^e  1009 
on  laying  the  same  on  the  table  - 1010, 1024 
on  the  previous  question  on  the  same  -  1011 
on  the  passage  of  said  bill  ...  1025 
on  reconsidering  the  last  vote  ...  1030 
on  amending  the  bill  to  prohibit  intercourse 

with  the  enem^  •  1034, 1035,  1036,  1037 
on  conearring  with  the  committee's  amend- 

menU  to  the  Bank  bill  -  -  -  -  1041 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  1044 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  prohibit 

intercourse  with  the  enemy  -  -  -  1061 
on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  managers, 

on  the  bill  taxing  manufactures  -  -  1066 
on  postponing  the  bill  for  quieting  land 

claims,  dec 1067 

on  amending  the  Yazoo  bill  -  -  *  •  1078 
on  agreeing  to  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  Bank  biU 1082 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Uniform 
Militia  biU 1109 


Yeas  and  Nays— coDtinaed.  Pap 

on  final  passage  of  the  revolution  to  pncbasr 

Jefierson's  Ubrarj  -  -  -  •  •  Ilff 
on  amending  the  bill  eoncanmg  piiya  tj 

lost,   dec.  -  -  -  -  •      -  n^r 

on  concurring  with  the  Committfe  d^ 
Whole  in  an  amendment  to  the  Apfn- 
priation  bill    -        -         -         -        -      •  lU' 

on  Mr.  KUbonm's  reeoltztion  respectiBf  paj- 

ment  for  hoisfs,  dee.  -  -  -  •  lii 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  lor  the  idirf 

of  Amy  Dardin  .....  1:1 
on  amending  the  biJI  for  repairii^  tiw  pab- 

lic  buildings  -  -  -  -  -  •  lU 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -  -  II> 
on  recommitting  the  same  -  •  lU' 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  U^ 

on  postponing  the  report  on  Snnday  muk  VA* 
on  concurring  with  the  report  of  the  coasui- 

tee  thereon    ..---.  lU' 

on  amending  the  Senate  biQ  oonceniiag  chs 
Cumberland  road  -        -         -        -       •  Hi- 

on  committing  the  Senate's  Bank  bffl  I  US,  Ili^ 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  the  coliec- 
tion  of  the  direct  tax       -        -        -  1162^  U^ 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Sesaze's 
Bank  bUl m 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  fai&  esh 

ceming  the  widow  of  Elbridge  Gcov  •  11^ 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  Ms.  Fisk'i 

resolution  concerning  the  pay  of  nes^es  U^ 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  biU  uiimini's^ 

tax  collectors  -        -        ...  UK 

on  amending  the  bill  fixing  the  Pesct  £s- 

tabliahment mi,\SS 

on  reconsidering  an  amendment  to  thessas  I3a^ 
on  amending  the  bill  for  the  enppoit  ol  ^ 

MiUtaiy  Establiahment  ...  lS5l,li^ 

on  postponing  the  bill  for  payment  at  USaeat 

•erviee  ...        .        .       .      .  ISI^ 

on  laying  on  the  table  the  bill  eoDceoBBg 

imports  and  tonnage  ....  ir-. 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  eame  -  - 1^ 
on  accepting  modifieatioDs,  dcc^  ontiie  Paser 

Establiahment  ...  .  It71,ir} 
on  indefinite  poetponement  of  the  bffl  esa- 

eemiiig  Algerine  croisera  -  .  •  *r$ 
on  amending  the  same  •  .  .  •  IS? 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  — m*  -ID 

Young,  Brigadier  General  Robert,  stmtemeat  c£ 

to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  -       .      -  1§(S 


PUBLIC  ACTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 


A. 

Act,  an,  repealing  certain  acts  therein  mentioned 
Additional  Appropriations  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1814,  an  act  making 

Additional  Appropriations  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1819,  an  act  making      .        .        . 
Algerine  Cruisers,  an  act  concerning 

American  Antiquarian  Society,  a  resolution  for 
furnishing  a  copy  of  the  Journals  of  Con- 
gress, dec,  to  the 


1938 
-  1843 

1960 
1943 


1965 


Army  of  the  United  States,  an  act  making  fu-  ^ 
ther  provision  for  filling  the  ranis  of  the  i^ 

B. 
Brown,  Major  General  Jacob,  and  others,  s  res- 
olution expresaive  of  the  sense  of  Cos- 
grass  of  the  gallantry,  6ce^  of        .      - 1^' 

C. 
Canton  District,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  an  act  ii* 

taching  a  certain  tract  of  land  to  the      -  ^^ 
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ck»  MftjoT  B.,  a  resolution  expressive  o/ 
the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallantly, 

SCCmf    of    ------ 

kges  and  the  harness  thereof,  an  act  laying 
duties  on 

8  to  Lands,  an  act  giving  farther  time  to 
locate  certain         ..... 

n  act  to  amend  and  extend  the  act  con- 
firming certain,  in  Illinois  Territory 

:tor8  of  Direct  Tax  and  internal  Duties,  an 
act  to  Ax  the  compensation  of,  d:c  - 

lissioner  of  the  Revenue,  an  act  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  ap- 
point a  clerk  in  the  office  of  the 

a  of  Justice  of  Indiana  Territory,  an  act  for 
the  regulation  of  the      - 

:  Indians,  an  act  concerning  the  boundary 
lines  fixed  by  the  treaty  with  the   * 

lerland  Road,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act 
to  regulate  the 

D. 

tute  and  distressed  American  Seamen,  an 
act  concerning       ..... 

t  Tax  upon  the  United  States,  an  act  lay- 
ing a     

in  act  to  amend  the  above         ... 

iminating  Duty,  an  act  repealing  certain 
acts  imposing  a     -        -        -        -        • 

ict  of  Columbia,  an  act  laying  a  direct  tax 
upon  the 

iquakes,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  suf- 
ferers by 

F. 

11a  Service,  an  act  to  repeal  certain  acts 
concerning  the      -        -        •        - 

G. 

and  Silver  Watches.  (See  Household  Fur* 

niturty  4^) 
,  Stiver,  and  Plated  Ware,  6Lt;  an  act  lay 

ing  a  duty  on        .... 
Is,  Wares,  and  Merchandise,  an  act  laying 

duties  on  various   .....  1879 
imment,  an  act  making  appropriations  for 

the  support  of 

H. 

Behold  Furniture  and  Gold  and  Silver 
Watches,  an  act  laying  duties  on   - 

niliation,  Fasting,  and  Player,  a  resolution 
requesting  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  recommend  a  day  of 

I. 

orts  and  Tonnage,  an  act  further  to  provide 
for  the  collection  of  duties  on 

imnification  of  certain  Claimants  of  Miwis- 
sippi  Lands,  an  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  providing  for  the  .... 
an  ict  further  supplementary,  dec. 

Toonrse  with  the  enemy,  an  act  to  prohibit  •  1899 

ilid  Pensioners,  an  act  concerning      •        -  1936 

J. 

uon,  Major  General  Andrew,  a  resolution 
ezprenive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  -  1966 

erson'i  Library,  a  resolution  authorising  the 
purchiseof 1968 


-  1966 


1839 
1867 
1926 
1954 


-  1836 


-  1920 


-  1941 


1912 


1836 

1859 
1944 

1984 

1925 


1918 


-  1925 


-  1925 


1912 


-  1888 


-  1966 


-  1946 


189A 
1960 


Jurisdiction  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned,  an 
act  to  vest  more  effectually  in  the  State 
Courts  and  in  the  United  States  District 
Courts 


Page, 


1961 


L. 

Lake  Champlain,  an  act  to  authorize  the  pur-  ^ 

chase  of  vessels  captured  on  -        -        .  1942 

Laws  of  the  United  States*  an  act  to  authorize 
the  publication  of  the,  within  the  Terri- 
tories     1836 

Library  Room,  an  act  to  provide  for  a       -        -  1938 

Licenses  to  Retailers,  dec,  an  act  supplementary 
to  the  act  to  amend  the  act  laying  duties 
on 1906 

Loan,  an  act  to  authorize  a,  for  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding three  millions  ....  1834 
an  act  supplementaiy  to  the  acts  authoriz- 
ing a,  for  the  several  sums  of  twenty-five 
and  of  three  millions  ....  1855 
an  act  to  authorise  a,  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  eighteen  millions        ...  1939 

Louisiana  and  New  Orleans,  a  resolution  ex- 
pressive of  the  high  sense  entertained  by 
Congress  of  the  patriotism,  dec,  of  the 
people  of 1966 

M. 

Macdonough,  Captain  Thomas,  dbc,  a  resolu- 
tion presenting  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  1952 

Military  Establishment,  an  act  making  appro- 
priations for  support  of  •        *        -        -  1932 

Military  Peace  Establishment,  an  act  filing  the  1934 

N. 

Naval  Establishment,  an  act  concerning  the      -  1936 

Navy,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  support 

ofthe 1933 

Navy  Commissioners,  an  act  authorising  the 

Board  o^  to  appoint  clerks     ...  1946 

Navy  Department,  an  act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  several  acts  for  establishing  a,  by  add- 
ing thereto  a  Board  of  CommiMioners    -  1908 

New  York,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for 
the  better  organization  ofthe  courts  within 
the  SUte  of 1949 

Notes  of  Banks,  Bankers,  dtc,  an  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  laying  duties  on         -  1838 

O. 

Ordnance  Department,  an  act  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the 1909 

P. 

Patterson,  Commodore  Daniel  T.,  a  resolution 
expressive  of  the  high  sense  entertained 
by  Congress  of  the  gallantry,  dsc,  of      -  1966 

Peacock  over  the  Epervier,  a  resolution  expres- 
sive of  the  sense  of  Congress  relative  to 
the  victory  of  the 

Post  Office  Establishment,  an  act  in  addition  to 
the  act  regulating  the    - 

Post  Roads,  an  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain 

Purchasers  of  Public  Lands,  an  act  giving  further 
time  to,  dec  ..-.•.• 


1963 

1928 
1930 


1907 


R. 

Reindeer,  the  British  aloop,  a  resolution  expres- 
sive of  the  sense  of  Congress  relative  to 
the  capture  of  the,  by  the  American  sloop 
Wasp 


1964 


1XZ¥ 
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8.  Page.1 

Sales  at  Auction,  and  Lieeiwei  to  retail  Wince, 
&c.,  an  aet  lajing  dntiea  on   - 

Schoole  in  Miesiasippi,  an  act  to  provide  for 
leasing  certain  lands  for  use  of 

Sea  Fencibles,  an  act  to  repeal  the  act  to  aathor- 
ize  the  raising  a  corps  of        •        - 

Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Cleik  of  the  House 
of  RepresentatiTes,  an  act  requiring  the, 
to  give  security     .        .        .        - 

Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  an  act  increasing  the 
compensation  of    - 

Spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  an  act 
laying  duties  on     •        •        -       -       - 

Staff  Officers  of  the  Army,  an  act  directing  the, 
to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  naval 
and  marine  officers  in  certain  cases 

State  Troops  and  Volunteers,  an  act  to  authorise 
the  President  of  tha  United  SUtes  to  ac- 
cept the  services  of        -        -        •        - 
an  act  to  repeal  the  above,  &c.  ... 

Stationery  and  Printing,  a  resolution  directing 

the  mode  of  providing    ....  1987 


-  1853 


-  1868 


-  1988 


-  19S0 


.  1989 


1844 


.  1844 


1896 
1928 


Suffrage,  an  act  to  extend  the  right  i(  is  the 

MiMssippi  Territory       -        •      -      •  IIS 

T. 


Thanluviving,  a  reeolntiofi  req^erting  the 
dent  of  the  United  States  to 
a  day  of        -         -         -        -       - 

Trading-Houses  with  the  Iiidwwa,  an  act  ts 
tinue  iu  force,  6m^  ^bm  ect 

Tract  of  Land,  an  act  to  aatlkoriae  the 

of  a,  for  the  use  of  the  UnitedSUiei 

TreasQiy  Notes,  an  act  to  aaChorise  the 
o^  dice*  -        -         -         •        - 

U. 


1ft 


United  States  Judges  for  the  TeirilMy  of 
an  act  legulating  nad  defining  Iht 
ofthe It 

W. 

West  Point,  an  act  fi>r  completing  thi  pabb 

buildings  at  •         -         •        .      .      .  [B 
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